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ADVENTURE ON
S A F E L Y  I N S I D E  O F  A  S U B A R U

EVENT Limited-time offers. MSRP of $28,995/$23,795 on the 2021 Forester 2.5 CVT (MJ225)/2021 Crosstrek CP MT (MX1CP). 
*Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus $1,800/$1,800 freight and PDI, $249 Admin, $100 Tire Tax, $10 OMVIC, 

$20 Tire Levy, $20 PPSA Service fee charge, includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance 
are extra. $0 security deposit. *Lease rate of 0.5%/0.5% for 24/24 months. Lease payments of $89/$69 weekly with 
$2,446/$1,980 down payment. Lease end value $19,734/$17,043 with $2,934/$2,448 due on delivery. Lease based on 
a maximum of 20,000 km per year for 24 months, or 40,000 km total, with excess charged at $0.10/km. Subject to credit 
approval by Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Leasing and fi nancing programs available through Subaru Financial 
Services by TCCI. Other lease and fi nance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be 
required. Contact your Subaru dealer for details. Models shown: 2021 Forester Limited CVT (MJ2LP)/2021 Crosstrek 
Outdoor (MX2OP) with an MSRP of $38,795/$29,995. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. 
Vehicle(s) shown solely for purposes of illustration and may not be equipped exactly as shown. Forester, Crosstrek and 
Subaru are registered trademarks. Offers end August 31, 2021. Offers subject to change or cancellation without notice. 
See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for complete program details. For 24 months with $1,980 down. 104 payments required.
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2021 CROSSTREK
 WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $25,994*

For 24 months with $2,446 down.104 payments required.
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2021 FORESTER
 WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $31,194*

Find a bigger 
pool this summer.
•  Symmetrical Full-Time AWD  

•  Excellent fuel-effi ciency  

•  Award-winning safety features

Shop safely – 
book your appointment online.

MODELS WITH EYESIGHT® 
AND SPECIFIC HEADLIGHTS

1 Union St., Elmira  519-669-2201  www.schelters.ca

BACKTO
SCHOOL

All in Stock, New & Refurbished
Laptops, PC’s, Monitors
& Computer Accessories 

* A discount equal to HST tax value applied at purchase.

Office & School Supplies • Print Copy Courier • Computer IT Supplies
* A discount equal to HST tax value applied at purchase.

plies • Print Copy Courier • Computer IT Supplies

$299

$279.99
FROM

99

1 Union St., Elmira  519-669-2201  www.schelters.ca

& Computer Accessories 

Office & School Supplies • Print Copy Courier • Computer IT Su

Justine Fraser
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ALREADY PRONE 
TO BACKLOGS AND 
longer wait times for 
services, the region’s 
hospitals have seen those 
numbers worsen during 
the pandemic, as many 
activities such as elective 
surgeries were put on hold.

Now, hospitals are 
getting new funding 
from the province to deal 
with the transition to 
post-COVID operations, 
including catching up 
on postponed surgeries. 
Some $324 million was 
pledged to Ontario’s hospi-
tals to help end what is 

Region’s hospitals 
look to catch up 
with backlog
New funding to deal with elective 
surgeries put on hold due to pandemic

→ BACKLOG 2
Opponents of a gravel pit proposed for a site near Maryhill brought their message to Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris’ Elmira office 
on Aug. 13. Justine Fraser

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

DRAYTON ENTERTAIN-
MENT IS AMONG THE 
theatre and festival groups 
receiving a financial boost 
from the province to help 
them weather the COVID-
19 storm.

The new funding 
announced last week will 

see $1.2 million distributed 
as a one-time increase to 
the usual annual funding 
provided to events and 
festivals.

Through the Recon-
nect Festival and Event 
Program, Drayton Enter-
tainment will receive 
$76,225 for its digital series 
and $81,129 for the St. 
Jacobs Theatre Festival’s 

hybrid production of Billy 
Bishop Goes To War.

Other recipients include 
$250,000 for Beyond Oz 
Productions, Ever After 
Music Festival; $142,250 
for Impact Events Group 
Inc., Kitchener Ribfest& 
Craft Beer Show and 
$148,500 for Kitchener 
Blues Community Inc., 
KBF Crossroads 2021.

The extra money recog-
nizes the financial stress 
many organization have 
faced after cancelling 
most events last year and 
having to juggle schedules 
this year, said Kitchen-
er-Conestoga MPP Mike 
Harris, adding the return 
of such events is a harbin-
ger of something like 
normalcy.

Province pledges $1.2 million for events and festivals
“We love a good festival. 

We love a good concert, a 
good event, or anything 
like that. We’re always 
happy to get out, whether 
it’s just Kim and me or 
we’re doing something 
with the whole family. 
We’ve definitely missed 
our festivals and events 
over the last year and a 
half, that’s for sure,” he 

said.
Harris said his office has 

reached out to many such 
organizations during the 
pandemic, and has been 
contacted by others as the 
province looks to support 
festivals and events. 

“We’ve been in contact 
with a lot of the different 
theatre companies and 

known as hallway health-
care. 

At the height of the third 
wave of the pandemic last 
spring, the provincial chief 
medical officer of health 
reissued a directive to 
all hospitals temporarily 
pausing non-emergency 
clinical activity in order 
to preserve capacity to 
respond to COVID-19. 
As hospitals attempt to 
shift their focus towards 
non-COVID-related 
patient care, new funding 
is coming into hospitals 
such as Grand River and 
St. Mary’s in the region to 
assist them in reducing 
patient wait times and 

→ FESTIVALS 16
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CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Chicken Tenders or Meatloaf includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Aug 20 & 21

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Aug 25 - 28

Fish or Honey Lime Chicken includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T
Police respond to elevated number of shootings in the region

Waterloo Regional 
Police have responded 
to six shootings in recent 
weeks, the latest occur-
ring August 14 on Bridge-
port Road near Hwy. 85 
in Waterloo and Avalon 
Place in Kitchener.

So far this year, police 
are investigating 12 shoot-
ings in which five people 
were injured, three of 
which have been solved. 
Several of these investi-
gations are multi-juris-

dictional with elements 
of organized crime and 
street gang involvement, 
police report. 

In 2020, Waterloo 
Region’s violent crime rate 
rose by three per cent and 
is now the second highest 
of the 12 largest munici-
pal police services in the 
province of Ontario.

“These crimes have 
a significant impact on 
public safety and the 
wellness of everyone 

in Waterloo Region. 
Recognizing the impact 
on neighbourhood 
safety and wellness, our 
Community Engagement 
and Wellbeing Unit part-
ners with local neigh-
bourhood associations, 
stakeholders and citizens 
to work towards building 
safer communities as well 
as ensuring long-term 
strategies for prevention,” 
WRPS Chief Bryan Larkin 
said this week in an open 

letter to residents.
“While this violence is 

disheartening and trou-
bling, I can assure every 
resident of Waterloo 
Region, as your Chief of 
Police, that the members 
of WRPS are dedicated 
and working diligently 
– 24/7/365 – to provide 
professional police 
services that will contrib-
ute to the enhancement 
of the overall wellbeing of 
our community.”  

AUGUST 3

1:23 PM | Emergency 
services responded to a 
collision on Victoria Street 
North in Woolwich Town-
ship. The driver of a Black 
Acura was travelling south 
on Victoria Street when 
the driver slowed for traf-
fic ahead. Another vehicle, 
a white Mercedes Benz, 
was travelling in the same 
direct when the driver 
failed to slow in time for 
traffic ahead, striking the 
black Acura. The driver of 
the Mercedes, an 18-year-
old Guelph man who 
suffered minor injuries, 
was charged with ‘care-
less driving’ as a result of 
the investigation. 

AUGUST 4

7:18 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of a break and enter 
at a business on Floradale 
Road in Woolwich Town-
ship. A compound gate lock 
had been cut and a utility 
trailer was stolen. The trailer 
is black and had an Ontario 
licence plate attached. 
The break-in is believed to 
have occurred sometime 
between Aug. 3 and the 
time of the report. Anyone 
with information is asked to 
call police at 519-570-9777 
or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

8:52 AM | Police received 
a report of a theft from a 
motor vehicle in the area 
of Shantz Station Road 
east of Breslau. At some 
point overnight, a vehicle 
was entered and personal 
property was stolen. The 
suspect(s) then entered a 
second vehicle and stole 
it.  A blue Nissan Rogue is 
outstanding. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police. 

12:25 PM |  A collision 
occurred at Arthur and Mill 
streets in Elmira. A vehicle 
had stopped at a pedestrian 
crossing light while travel-
ling north on Arthur Street 
South when the driver of 
a second vehicle failed 
to stop in time and struck 

the stopped vehicle from 
behind. As a result of inves-
tigation, a 22-year-old 
Guelph man was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’

4:17 PM |  Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a theft from a 
motor vehicle on Woolwich 
Street South in Breslau. A 
catalytic converter was 
stolen from a vehicle, a 
white GMC Savana. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477. 

A U G U S T  5
1:30 PM | Police received 
a report of a theft from a 
vehicle parked at a Young 
Street, St. Jacobs loca-
tion. Sometime between 
Aug. 3 and Aug. 4, the 
victim’s vehicle was 
entered and personal 
property, including cash, 
was stolen from a purse 
that was left inside the 
vehicle. The investigation 
is ongoing. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police or Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-84777.

 1:30 PM | Police received 
a report of a gas theft from 
a station on Church Street 
East in Elmira. The investi-
gation is ongoing.

AUGUST 6

11:18 AM | A report of 
property damage brought 
police to an address 
on First Street West in 
Elmira. A vehicle was later 
reported to be damaged 
by an unknown person. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police. 

5:14 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of mail theft in 
the area of Berletts Road 
in Wilmot Township. The 
investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information is 
asked to call police.

7:22 PM |  Pol ice 
responded to a report of 
a single-vehicle collision 
in the area of Huron Road 

and Queen Street in Wilmot 
Township. The driver of the 
vehicle was travelling west 
on Huron Road when they 
swerved to avoid striking a 
dog that ran into the road-
way. The vehicle then left 
the roadway, went into a 
ditch and struck a tree. 
There were no physical 
injuries reported. The 
vehicle suffered extensive 
front-end damage. 

AUGUST 7

7:18 AM | A single-vehi-
cle collision brought emer-
gency crews to Letson Drive 
and Katherine Street near 
West Montrose. The driver 
of the vehicle was travelling 
north on Katherine Street 
North when they lost control 
and the vehicle rolled into 
the ditch. The driver was 
sent to an out-of-region 
hospital as a precaution. As 
a result of the investigation, 
a 37-year-old Guelph man 
was charged with ‘careless 
driving.’

AUGUST 8 

4:42 PM | Police stopped 
a vehicle on Kressler Road 
in Wellesley Township for 
speeding – the driver was 
observed travelling 83 km/h 
in a 50 km/hr zone. The 
driver was also determined 
to be a suspended driver. 
A 57-year-old woman is 
facing multiple charges. 

AUGUST 10

4:45 AM | Police continue 
to investigate after an 
unknown suspect(s) 
attended a commercial 
plaza on Townsend Drive 
in Breslau. Power to the 
plaza was turned off 
by the suspect(s), who 
then smashed the front 
doors of two businesses 
and stole an undisclosed 
amount of cash. Police 
have linked the break-ins 
to one half an hour earlier 
at a commercial business 
in the area of Victoria 
Street North and Centen-
nial Crescent in Kitchener. 
The business reported 
that nothing was taken.

AUGUST 11

9:38 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of a break and enter 
at a storage compound 
on King Street North in St. 
Jacobs. It is unknown if 
anything was taken. Anyone 
with information is asked to 
contact police.

AUGUST 14

10:20 AM | Emergency 
services responded to a 
collision involving a vehi-
cle and a cyclist at the 
intersection of Kressler 
and Erbsville roads in 
Wellesley Township. A 
dark coloured Nissan 
was travelling south 
on Kressler Road and 
turned left into the path 
of a northbound cyclist. 
As a result, the cyclist 
lost control and fell from 
his bike. The cyclist, a 
52-year-old Waterloo 
man, was transported to 
an out-of-region hospi-
tal with serious injuries. 
Area roads were closed 
for approximately three 
hours during the investi-
gation. Police are looking 
to identify and speak to 
the driver of the vehicle. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call the Traffic 
Service’s Unit at 519-570-
9777 extension 8856.

10:10 PM | Wellington 
County OPP received a 
driving complaint involving 
a white sedan travelling on 
Highway 6 near the Second 
Line in Centre Wellington 
Township. Police located 
the vehicle and while 
speaking with the driver, 
formed the opinion that 
they were impaired by 
alcohol and they were 
placed under arrest. As 
a result, a 30-year-old 
Fergus man was charged 
with ‘impaired operation’ 
and ‘impaired opera-
tion 80-plus.’ His driver’s 
licence was suspended 
for 90 days, and his vehi-
cle impounded for a week. 
The accused is scheduled 
to appear in the Ontario 
Court of Justice – Guelph 
on Aug. 27. 

help healthcare workers 
advance their skills. 

“This funding will 
help support our move to 
performing some elective 
procedures on the weekend 
as well as the opening of an 
additional operating room 
suite, both of which will 
help us meet the demand 
of surgical and procedural 
backlog caused by the 
pandemic. This funding 
will also support our medi-
cal imaging services, which 
Grand River Hospital has 
been fortunate enough 
to maintain at full capac-
ity throughout the third 
wave of the pandemic as 
part of our commitment 
to our community,” said 
Katherine Robinson-Cain, 
vice-president of clinical 
services and chief nursing 
executive at Grand River 
Hospital.

“We’re working with 
our regional partners and 
surgeons to make sure this 
ramp up of services is done 
efficiently to complete the 
backlog of surgical cases to 
serve our community. We 
know the pandemic has 
been especially difficult 
for those who have had 
delayed procedures and 
surgeries. As we begin to 
ramp up these services, 
the safety of our patients 
and team continues to be 
our number-one priority 
and we will continue to 
ask all patients and care 
partners to be screened, 
wear a mask, and practice 
physical distancing while 
inside the hospital.”

The pandemic placed 
significant pressures on 
hospital and health care 
resources. Still, nearly 
76 per cent of patients 
who were waitlisted for 
required surgery between 
Mar. 1, 2020 and Mar. 1, 
2021 received the care they 
needed.  Over the past year 
and half, urgent surgi-
cal patients were made 
priority and 99.3 per cent 
of the most urgent patient 
surgeries were completed. 
The hospitals are currently 
gearing up for what other 
provinces have already 
experienced, an increase in 
surgeries, procedures and 
diagnostic imaging.

“This funding support 
is to enable us to do 
everything that we can to 
address the waitlist, the 
growing waitlist and back-
log for surgery that exists 
at St Mary’s. We currently 
have a total of 7,575 patients 
that are on our waitlist, so 
those aren’t all necessarily 
deferred but those are all 
people waiting for surgery. 
We’re still working through 
the pandemic, but really 
staffing continues to be one 
of our biggest challenges,” 
said Lee Fairclough, presi-
dent of St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Kitchener. 

“Throughout the 
pandemic , the majority of 
those waiting are for what 
I like to call scheduled 
procedures, because these 
are procedures that people 
are in need of like a cata-
ract procedure, but they’re 
not in the same urgency 
category as, let’s say, some 
of our cardiac procedures. 
Throughout the pandemic, 
we have always done what 
we can to maintain urgent 
and emergent – we have 
definitely a longer wait-
ing list for people who 
would have been having a 
scheduled procedure,” she 
added.

“Our hope is that through 
the fall that we’ll be back up 
at least around 80 per cent 
and through the course of 
the year get back to some 
of the regular levels of 
surgical volumes. In terms 
of the timing to address the 
backlog, it is going to take 
us probably over the course 
of the next year to be able 
to fully address some of the 
backlog because there are 
always more patients,” said 
Fairclough, noting that 
staff shortages will play 
a big role in efforts to get 
back to normal.

She said she has noticed 
the fatigue and exhaustion 
of healthcare workers and 
the impact that’s had on 
them over the pandemic. 

“There were some other 
funding amounts – one 
was a surgical innovation 
fund – and,  to me, there’s 
a nice opportunity within 
that fund for us to acceler-
ate some of the education 
that’s needed for some of 
the specialized skills.”

BACKLOG: Hospitals look to get back 
to normal over the next year

→FROM 1
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Page ThreePage Three Canadians will go to the polls Sept. 20 for 
the country’s 44th election. In Kitchen-
er-Conestoga, incumbent Liberal MP Tim 
Louis will be facing new Conservative Party 
of Canada candidate Carlene Hawley and 
People’s Party candidate Kevin Dupuis. Both 
the NDP and Green party have yet to name 
candidates, and have until Aug. 30 to do so.

The Waterloo Region District School Board 
(WRDSB) will be adopting Lions Hall Mondays 
and Tuesdays as a base for its Elmira Life and 
Works School. Although the hall is currently 
empty, it will soon be outfitted with desks 
and brimming with students. Last year the 
alternative school program, run out of EDSS, 
taught some 60 students in a portable.
From the Aug. 19, 2006 edition of The Observer

An early trip to the polls From the archives

P H A R M A C Y
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Region hits vaccination milestone; fears of a fourth wave
Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

THE REGION’S RESI-
DENTS CONTINUE TO 
embrace vaccination 
against the coronavirus, 
but public health officials 
are encouraging even 
greater rates.

More than 76 per cent 
of those over the age of 

The Food Bank of Waterloo Region’s latest campaign aims to raise a million meals. Submitted

12 have been fully inoc-
ulated, exceeding the 
original target of 75 per 
cent. Given the highly 
contagious Delta variant of 
the virus, there’s a push to 
reach 90. At midweek, 84 
per cent of residents had 
received at least one dose 
of a vaccine. 

“Getting the vaccine is 
your best defense against 

COVID-19. It greatly 
reduces your risk for 
serious outcomes. The 
greatest risk for COVID-19 
serious illness and death 
remains in those who are 
not yet vaccinated. Across 
Ontario the risk of getting 
COVID is eight times 
higher for individuals 
who are not vaccinated 
compared to those who 

are fully vaccinated,“ 
said medical officer of 
health Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang 
at the August 13 weekly 
pandemic briefing.

At midweek, there were 
137 active cases in the 
region, down slightly from 
143 a week earlier. There 
are currently 16 people 
hospitalized due to the 
virus. Officials are moni-

toring outbreaks in four 
locations, down from 11 at 
the same point last week.

Two people succumbed 
to the disease in the past 
week, bringing the total 
to 287 since the pandemic 
began.

Even with the down-
ward trend, officials warn 
the public to continue to 
take precautions amid → VACCINATIONS 6

fears of a fourth wave.
“We can think of public 

health measures and 
vaccines like traffic laws 
and seatbelts and air 
bags. Traffic laws work to 
reduce the risk of collision, 
seatbelts and airbags work 
to reduce the risk of injury 
in the event of a collision 
– they work together to 

Food bank seeks support for new campaign
Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

THE FOOD BANK OF THE 
Waterloo Region is asking 
the community to help it 
reach its goal of one million 
meals by the end of August. 
Organizers are looking 
for monetary donations 
for ‘Full Bellies = Happy 
Hearts,’ a campaign aimed 
at helping feed children 

within the region and to 
help them afford extra 
expenses.

“The campaign supports 
things like food purchase 
and distribution costs, 
and gives us the ability 
to expand our capacity to 
meet more needs in the 
community by supporting 
more programs, especially 
new programs that are 
popping up as restrictions 

are lifted and some of our 
programs can reopen,” 
said Wendi Campbell, 
CEO of The Food Bank of 
Waterloo Region.

This is the fourth year 
for the campaign. To date 
they have raised more 
than two million meals.

Campbell said some 
12,000 children in the 
region use the food bank 
each year, underlining the 

importance of the fund-
raising goal.

“We’re halfway through 
the campaign, but we’re 
at about 85 per cent of our 
goal, which is amazing. 
We’re really on track to 
reach that goal. And the 
reality is last year, through-
out our entire network 
of programs throughout 
Waterloo Region, we 

→ FOOD BANK 8

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

COMPETING VIRTU-
ALLY FOR THE PAST 
year and a half, Nathan 
Shuh is very much looking 
forward to in-person 
meets, perhaps at the 
trampoline gymnastics 
world championships in 
November. For that, he’ll 
have to travel to Baku, 
Azerbaijan. 

Assisting the Elmira 
native with preparations 
and travel costs will be a 
$10,000 FACE (Fuelling 
Athlete and Coaching 
Excellence) grant from 
Petro-Canada, as Shuh 
was one of 55 up-and-com-
ing athletes and their 
coaches selected this year 
to receive support.

The National Sport 
Federations nominate 
candidates across Canada 
who would benefit the 
most from a grant. Then, 
a committee made up 
of representatives from 
PetroCanada, the Cana-
dian Olympic Committee, 
the Canadian Paralympic 
Committee and the Coach-

ing Association of Canada 
choose the recipients.

“Nathan has been on 
the National Gymnastics 
team for the last two years 
and is one of the top male 
athletes in Canada. In the 
2020 V-tramp interna-
tional Virtual competition 
he placed first. Nathan is 
targeted to participate in 
the 2021 Pan Am Cham-
pionships and 2021 World 
Cup (which are both Olym-
pic qualifying events). We 
are very excited to have 
Nathan as part of the 2021 
class of FACE recipients,” 
said Gymnastics Canada 
in nominating Shuh for 
the award.

“When we began 
our partnership with 
the Canadian Olympic 
Committee and Canadian 
Paralympic Committee we 
quickly recognized that 
there was a gap in funding 
for non-carded aspiring 
Olympians and Paralym-
pians. With the creation 
of the FACE program we 
set out help to address 
this gap. As coaches play a 
crucial role in the success 

Grant will help 
Elmira native with 
his trampoline 
gymnastics training

→ TRAMPOLINE 8
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OpinionOpinion “Preventing wildfires and their effects is a 
complex challenge. Focusing on the atmo-
spheric-related factors, we have increasing 
evidence that reducing the emissions caus-
ing climate change can help prevent some 
of the conditions that make wildfires more 
likely to occur and spread uncontrollably.”
UW Prof. Rebecca Saari studies the consequences of 
climate change and climate policy on human health and 
environmental inequality.

Some 50% of Canadians think it's time 
for another party to govern, regardless of 
whether they are satisfied or dissatisfied 
with the Trudeau government. Canadi-
ans are nearly evenly split on whether 
the Liberals (26%) or the Conserva-
tives (24%) is best able to lead Cana-
da’s post-pandemic economic recovery.
Leger poll

Verbatim The Monitor

The withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan 
was still in progress when then whole house of 
cards came tumbling down, the Taliban return 
indicating that support for ersatz democratic 

reforms existed only as long as U.S. troops and money 
were in place. With President Joe Biden’s decision that 20 
years was a long-enough occupation, the stage was set for 
the rapid relapse we saw this week.

Beyond how quickly the propped-up government collapsed 
– president Ashraf Ghani fled early on – none of this should 
have come as a surprise. History has shown that imposed 
governments don’t last long after an occupying force leaves, 
and Afghanistan’s own history is littered with the aftermath of 
occupation.

Once the finger-pointing is done, the next step will be 
determining the international response to  the return of a 
repressive Taliban regime, one that has condoned terrorism. 
Does the global community firewall Afghanistan, cutting off 
diplomatic and trade relations, treating the country as it does 
other pariah states in the vein of North Korea, Burma and 
Syria? As a rogue state such as Iran? 

What is an appropriate retaliation for Afghanistan’s 
return to Taliban control? What aid should be given to those 
Afghanis who oppose the dictatorial organization? Beyond 
closing the borders, is what happens there strictly an internal 
matter, one to be decided by some future civil war? 

For now, the emphasis for the former occupying forces, 
Canada included, will be on providing assistance and refuge 
to those Afghanis who aided Western forces. Those people are 
likely to be targeted for retribution by the Taliban.

That rapid fall of the U.S.-backed government and the 
military funded and trained by the Americans sped up the 
timeline for aid to those who assisted the foreign military 
powers. It also calls into question the usefulness of the entire 
mission, which began as a U.S. show of strength following the 
bombings of September 11, 2001, which were organized from 
Afghanistan by Osama bin Laden. In that, it was joined by 
many of its allies.

Canada lost 159 soldiers – along with two civilians, a diplo-
mat and a journalist – and saw 1,800 wounded in tagging 
along with the U.S. for the 2001 invasion. The bill exceeded 
$18 billion, with a host of ongoing costs related to caring for 
veterans of the campaign. For that, there was little to show.

The Americans paid a much higher price. 
Former U.S. president Donald Trump pledged to withdraw 

from Afghanistan, then later changed his mind, taking a 
harder line against Islamic extremists. Biden early on opted 
for a full withdrawal, and went ahead with that plan.

Insurgents were certainly well-positioned to wait out the 
Americans. Given the country’s long history of invasion, 
occupation and resistance, the odds were always pretty good 
this latest venture will be a waste of time, money and, more 
pressingly, lives.

Despite the 20-year war, Afghanistan is no closer to being a 
functioning country, let alone a democracy where the people 
have rights and freedoms, than it ever was. Even without 
external military occupation, there are internal forces intent 
on making it a living hell for all.  

Still, throughout the occupation, we continued to hear 
platitudes about democracy and freedom, despite the fact 
such changes aren’t on the agenda, and can never happen as a 
result of external pressure.

The reality of the situation was that sooner or later Afghan-
istan would have to be left to its own devices. At the end of the 
day – and sooner or later there had to be an end – we’d have 
nothing to show for it but gravesites and a tremendous tab.

Aside from the obvious wrong of occupying an independent 
country, there is a purely pragmatic argument to be made for 
leaving Afghanistan: the financial cost of billions of dollars 
with absolutely no return.

Disarray in Afghanistan
really was predictable

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

In the year 2000, five years 
after the Taliban came 

to power in Afghanistan, 
nobody elsewhere cared what 
happened in that landlocked, 
benighted country. It was 
ruled by angry rural fanat-
ics who tormented the local 
people with their demented 
rules for proper ‘Islamic’ 
behaviour, but it was not a 
military or diplomatic priority 
for anybody.

It is about to return to that 
isolated and isolationist exis-
tence. Neither then nor now do 
the Taliban even have a foreign 
policy. They are more like a 
franchise operation whose 
various elements share certain 
basic principles – e.g. foreign-
ers, women and democracy 
are bad – but whose members 
are primarily focused on local 
issues and personal ambitions.

This is not the first time that 
the country has been in such 
a mess, and about the only 
useful thing that the current 
lot of foreign invaders can 
do on their way out is offer 
refuge abroad to as many as 
possible of the Afghans who 
trusted their promises. That 
will certainly not be more than 
10 or 20 per cent of those who 
earned their protection.

The Russians and the 
Americans share the blame 
for this catastrophe. It’s hard 
to believe that an uninvaded 

Recycled wars in an irrelevant Afghanistan
ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

Afghanistan could have peace-
fully evolved into a prosperous 
democratic society with equal 
rights for all, but ‘uninvaded’ 
is the only condition in which 
it could conceivably have 
approached that goal.

There was the germ of such 
a locally-led modernization 
process in the overthrow of the 
king in 1973 and the procla-
mation of an Afghan republic. 
Other Muslim-majority states 
have made that transition 
successfully – Turkey did, for 
example, despite its current 
government – but the Afghan 
attempt did not prosper.

Violent resistance by tradi-
tional social and religious 
groups started at once, and 
the tottering new republi-
can regime was overthrown 
in 1978 by a bloody military 
coup. The young officers who 
seized power were Marxists 
who imposed a radical reform 
program.

They gave women the vote 
and equal access to educa-
tion, carried out land reforms, 
and even attacked the role of 
religion. By 1979, the Marxist 
regime was facing a massive 
revolt in conservative rural 
areas, and one faction asked 

for Soviet military help.
The moribund Communist 

leadership in Moscow agreed, 
and 100,000 Soviet troops 
entered the country. The 
subsequent war devastated 
the country for a decade – with 
much help from the United 
States.

“The day that the Soviets 
officially crossed the (Afghan) 
border, I wrote to President 
Carter: We now have the 
opportunity of giving to the 
USSR its Vietnam War,” said 
former U.S. National Security 
Adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski . 
He immediately started send-
ing money and weapons to the 
rural rebels who later became 
the Taliban.

It took 10 years, $40 billion 
of clandestine U.S. military 
aid, and around a million 
Afghan dead, but by 1989 the 
Taliban and their various Isla-
mist rivals forced the Russians 
to pull out. Shortly afterwards 
the Soviet Union collapsed, 
and Brzezinski arrogantly but 
implausibly claimed credit for 
it.

“What is most important 
to the history of the world?” 
he asked. “The Taliban or the 
collapse of the Soviet empire? 
Some stirred-up Moslems 
or the liberation of Central 
Europe and the end of the cold 
war?” In reality, the Soviet 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 6



Thursday, August 19, 2021 | THE OBSERVER O P I N I O N  |  5   

JOE
MERLIHAN 
Publisher  
519-669-5790 x107

Find Us:
20-B Arthur St. N.,
Elmira, Ontario, N3B 1Z9

Contact Us:
Phone: 519-669-5790
Toll Free: 1-888-966-5942
Fax: 519-669-5753
Email: info@woolwichobserver.com
newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Web: https://observerxtra.com

Social Media:
Facebook: observerxtra
Twitter: woolwichnews
Instagram: observerxtra

Professional Associations:
• Ontario Community Newspaper 

Association (OCNA)
• News Media Canada
• The Greater KW  

Chamber of Commerce

STEVE
KANNON 
Editor  
519-669-5790 x103

JUSTINE 
FRASER 
Reporter 
519-669-5790 x101

PATRICK
MERLIHAN 
Print/Web Manager  
519-669-5790 x105

DONNA
RUDY 
Sales Manager  
519-669-5790 x104

CASSANDRA
MERLIHAN 
Graphic Designer  
519-669-5790 x109

Founded  
in 1996.

About Us:
Independent, locally-owned and the 
only weekly community newspaper 
serving the residents of Woolwich and 
Wellesley Townships.  Real news, real 
reporting concentrating on the close-to-
home issues in our communities. When 
it comes to reaching our residents, The 
Observer is unsurpassed.

Press Oversight:
The Observer is a member of the 
National Newsmedia Council - an 
independent organization established 
to deal with acceptable journalistic 
practises and ethical behaviour. If 
you have concerns about editorial 
content, contact:  519-669-5790 ext 
103  or editor@woolwichobserver.com.  
If you are not satisfied with the response 
and wish to file a complaint, visit 
mediacouncil.ca or call 1-844-877-1163 
for more information.

Subscriptions:
Annual subscriptions to The Observer 
mailed within Canada/U.S. are available 
by contacting the office or visiting 
online: observerxtra.com/subscribe

Delivery Concerns:
Issues with local delivery can be made 
online: observerxtra.com/delivery. 
Immediate issues can be directed to The 
Record by calling 519-894-3000.

Letters to the Editor:
Letters must be exclusive to this 
publication on a topic of relevance to 
the community. It must contain the 
author's name, address, contact info 
and be no more than 300 words. Letters 
may be edited for length and clarity. The 
Observer declines announcements, 
poetry, thank-you and unsigned letters. 
Deliver to: editor@woolwichobserver.
com or online: observerxtra.com/letters

STEVE  
KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

We're more divided at a time when political engagement is needed

bloom is off the rose with 
Trudeau, Erin O’Toole 
is an unknown leading a 
party, Jagmeet Singh has 
yet to resonate and the 
Greens remain in disarray 
– and the potential swing 
ridings that will get all the 
attention. 

Will Trudeau regain the 
majority he won in 2015, or 
will we have a repeat of the 
stalemate from the 2019 
election? Will we punish 
the Liberals for calling 
an election, or the other 
parties for lacklustre oppo-
sition?  Will we be looking 
for stability coming out of 
the pandemic, or opt for a 
shakeup? 

Whatever the latest 
outcome, it’s encouraging 
to see the public willing to 
make changes. Ideally, we 
need to move away from 
the status quo, a system 

of government that grows 
increasingly undemo-
cratic while fostering a 
repressive police state. 
When it comes to making 
our lot better, government 
is often opposed to the 
public good. It’s import-
ant to know the enemy: 
it is the corporatist state, 
represented by those who 
dictate the terms and the 
politicians in their employ. 
The chairs we shuffle in 
legislatures really amount 
to so much window dress-
ing. 

This is systemic. The 
enemies include politi-
cians who buy into the 
police state and the enti-
tlement of civil servants, 
who drain the collective 
wealth and prosperity of 
the public in an imitation 
of their corporate masters.

Politicians will stop at 
nothing to gain or retain 
office. It’s power at all 
costs – the motivation 
of every government, 
public good be damned 

– fear-mongering being 
a particular favourite, no 
matter what the conse-
quences and the truth.

Is it any wonder we’re 
increasingly cynical, but 
occasionally willing to go 
out on an electoral limb? 
Cynicism about politi-
cians, bureaucrats and 
the system of governance, 
we’re told, has many of 
us turning away from 
politics. Our distaste for 
how politics is done is 
partly to blame for falling 
voter turnout numbers, 
especially among young 
people.

Cynicism, in that assess-
ment, breeds disengage-
ment. Many of us barely 
take notice. When we 
do, however, it’s usually 
because the government 
has done something even 
more corrupt and egre-
gious than we’ve come to 
expect. That’s when we 
become involved enough 
to build up enough anger 
to vote the bums out at the 

next available opportu-
nity.

That was certainly the 
case in the last federal 
election, not to mention a 
slate of provincial votes, 
including the one that 
brought Doug Ford into 
power in Ontario. 

While it’s fine to exact 
some measure of come-
uppance on incumbent 
governments, maybe 
it’s time to start aiming 
higher. Well, there’s no 
maybe about it, actually.

In Canada, where the 
political direction is 
counter to our quality of 
life, it’s especially import-
ant to take note of the 
successes of more progres-
sive, citizen-friendly 
policies. That’s certainly 
the case in the Nordic 
countries.

They are great examples 
of civil society setting the 
agenda rather than just 
focusing on the message of 
the elites.

Canada may not be 

moving in the right 
direction on all fronts, but 
reports based on objective 
data help us understand 
the choices we’re making.

Since we live in a system 
of our own making, every 
policy and direction is 
a choice. Ideally, those 
choices are made to bene-
fit the average citizen, 
though that’s often not 
the case. This is not about 
the long, bloated list of 
entitlement programs – 
the underpinning of much 
government waste and the 
basis of deficit spending 
– but about policies, not 
dollars.

So, what would get us 
moving in the right direc-
tion? Focusing on people 
with structures built by 
decent people who would 
not crush their fellow 
human beings. What we 
have today is the opposite 
courtesy of the corporate 
police state, very much 
endorsed by Ottawa.

Wishful thinking? 
Perhaps, given that even 
mild reforms are doomed 
to failure.

What’s certain, however, 
is that we can’t rely on 
government and their 
masters to do what’s right. 
We need a much more 
activist population. We 
can’t be apathetic. Getting 
angry is fine, but the 
interest it generates in our 
political system should 
extend beyond throwing 
the bums out ... not that 
that isn’t a fine place to 
start.

Our democracy is 
already challenged by 
voter apathy, corporate 
interference, negative 
advertising and host of 
dirty tricks, so a more-pos-
itive electorate would be 
a welcome change. That 
said, we tend not to vote 
for things, but against 
parties, often based on 
gut feelings, no matter the 
facts or unfounded senti-
ments. We vote the bums 
out, and the new ones 

After a long stretch of standing in lines, we'll find out if doing so to vote is perhaps a bridge too far. Game on!

The Olympics wrapped 
up as they began, with 

a big “meh.” The story for 
the next Games, to be held 
in China, will be a boycott 
– far more useful and 
interesting than the event 
itself. 

Next up on the blasé 
scale is a federal election, 
slated for September 20.

The call was blatant 
opportunism on the part 
of Justin Trudeau, who 
sees a chance to regain a 
majority by taking advan-
tage of the disarray in 
the opposition and some 
latent goodwill from the 
handling of the pandemic. 
Better to face voters now, 
he thinks, rather than wait 
for the fixed-election date 
two years hence, when 
there will be much more 
acrimony over mishan-
dling of the crisis, runaway 
deficits and economic 
pain.

That Canadians are 
distracted and less likely 
to head to the polls is likely 
a boon for the incumbent 
party. That Canadians are 
distracted by a resurgent 
pandemic, job losses and 
economic upheaval is 
apparently secondary to 
political gain.

Nothing like the perpet-
ual election cycle in the 
U.S., where the contest to 
lead the Democrats is the 
current warm-up race, 
Canada’s relatively short 
run-up to the vote will 
very much focus on poll 
numbers and the person-
ality of the leaders – issues 
of substance, the public 
good and the very high 
likelihood of poor gover-
nance to follow whoever 
wins won’t factor into the 
discussion.

There are real substan-
tive differences between 
the parties, though not as 
much as they’d have you 
believe and certainly fewer 
than would actually be 
delivered by the eventual 
winner. But the media 
coverage will focus on a 
few hot-button items – the →KANNON 6
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STEVE 
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

The real beauty of the one that got away

ingredients, a beauty still 
requires angler input. He 
or she must add one part 
imagination and one part 
excitement along with 
a healthy dose of poetic 
licence. And it helps to 
keep a straight face too.

But the results of these 
efforts are often fantastic.

In my experience, a 
fish that is hooked and 
never seen, immediately 
gains 50 per cent more in 
weight. 

For example, an unseen 
two-pound smallmouth 
bass immediately 
becomes a three pounder. 
If the fish is caught up 
in a weed bed, you add 
another 50 per cent to 
the weight again, so that 
two-pounder caught 
in a weed bed becomes 
four and a half-pounder. 
Also, if no one witnessed 
the hookset, break off or 

knot failure, the angler 
intuitively adds one more 
pound, which makes it a 
five and a half pounder. 
Lastly, every time the story 
is told, a good angler adds 
another half-pound. 

Which is to say, typically 
your average two-pound 
bass that is not seen 
before breaking off, has 
the potential to turn into a 
long distance catch-and-
release Ontario record.

I know there are anglers 
who swear that the 
beauties they caught were 
actual beauties. But if that 
were the case, there would 
be many provincial and 
world-record fish on every 
waterbody in the province.

No, beauties are myth-
ical creatures, much like 
unicorns, dragons and 
puppies that don’t eat 
slippers. The Loch Ness 
monster wasn’t always a 
monster. Once, it was a 
two-pound trout that a 
Scottish angler called a 
beauty.

And that’s OK. In fact, 

the world would be a lot 
less wonderful, if every 
beauty was caught and 
recognized for what it 
actually was.  And the 
credibility of the angler 
who yelled, “I got a beauty 
on!” would also go down 
the toilet, if he actually 
landed it.

I like the idea that you 
can still get a great fish 
story out of a fish that you 
never laid eyes on.  This 
makes is easier to justify 
buying new fishing rods 
and lines and leaders and 
flies or lures, so you can 
be ready for the next time 
that beauty strikes. And 
if you lose two fish in the 
same general area, you 
might even have all the 
ingredients to tell the tale 
of a creature like Nessie, 
which frankly is good for 
tourism.

The thing to remember 
is that beauty is in the eye 
of the beholder, provided 
the beholder never gets a 
chance to be holding the 
fish.

One of the great truths 
in angling is that 

the biggest fish an angler 
hooks is typically the one 
that got away before ever 
being seen by anyone. 
Anglers refer to this myth-
ical fish as “a beauty.”

If you doubt this, eaves-
drop at any dock when 
a fishing boat returns. 
Sooner or later, you are 
sure to hear at least one 
angler say, “We caught a 
bunch, and I lost a beauty.”

No one has ever actu-
ally seen a beauty. That’s 
because if the average 
beauty got close enough to 
the boat for the inevitable 
shrinkage to take place, 
it would no longer be a 
beauty. 

Beauties are huge. Take 
my word for it.

I know some anglers 
who can turn a stand of 
cabbage weed or a stump 
into a beauty, but they are 
exceptional. Less skilled 
anglers can only do this 
with a poorly hooked fish.

Even with these basic 

Community Care Concepts 
have had their share of 
fundraisers over the years. 
One concept they did to raise 
“bucks” was playing donkey 
baseball against the Elmira 
Legion. Every player was 
attached to a donkey while 
tending and running bases.

A newly drafted Chris Bosh 
participated in a Toronto 
Raptor’s training camp that 
included 15 Woolwich kids at 
RIM Park in 23.

The Food for Fines program 
started at area libraries was 
an opportunity to raise money 
for local food banks. The 
Elmira Library was identified 
through this program as 
having the most users with 
overdue fines. At ten cents a 
day per book the library raised 
more than $1,.

ↆ LAST WEEK: We thought we'd put two hard-to-believe scenarios 
this past week, but readers still mostly identified the lie. The hazing 
incident in 2003 reported in the Observer was true and there were 
multiple follow-up reports of other hazing incidents at EDSS that year. 
The Observer has reported on Tyler Pasher many times over the years 
highlighting his ascent as a professional soccer player. He landed on 
The Observer cover in his first appearance as a nine-year-old soccer 
phenom identified by a Waterloo rep soccer league. While there were 
requests for additional amenities for the Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
none of them included a steam room, hot yoga or an underwater 
sound system; more than half of online readers identified the lie.

You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

Union was heading for 
collapse anyway, but the 
‘stirred-up Moslems’ 
turned out to be a fairly 
large problem.

The Taliban took power 
in Kabul in 1996 after a 
long all-against-all war 
between the various 
Islamist groups, and ruled 
most of the country badly 
and brutally for five years. 
Then an Arab Islamist 
called Osama bin Laden 
abused the hospitality of 
the Taliban leader Mullah 
Omar by launching the 

9/11 attacks against the 
United States in 2001.

Bin Laden may not 
even have told Mullah 
Omar about the attacks 
in advance. The ‘need to 
know’ principle for secret 
operations argues against 
it, as does the possibil-
ity that Mullah Omar 
might have forbidden the 
attacks because he didn’t 
want to be invaded.

An American invasion 
was inevitable after 9/11 
because some spectacular 
retaliation was politi-
cally necessary. That led 

DYER: Civil war and turmoil will rage, but no one will care
to another 20 years of 
war: the Taliban against 
another set of foreigners 
who understood little 
about the country’ recent 
history and why it made 
local people profoundly 
mistrustful of ‘helpful’ 
foreigners.

Even now Americans 
don’t realize how closely 
they have recapitulated 
the Soviet experience in 
the country. The ending 
that is now unfolding 
was foreordained from 
the start, although it has 
taken twice as long to 

arrive because the United 
States is much richer than 
Russia. Nevertheless, the 
aftermath will also be the 
same.

The various factions 
of the Taliban will split, 
mostly on ethnic lines, 
and another civil war 
of uncertain length will 
follow. The rule of the 
winners will be as cruel 
and arbitrary as it was last 
time. And the rest of the 
world will rapidly lose 
interest, because Afghan-
istan won’t pose a serious 
threat to anywhere else.

→ FROM 4

continue to bum us out, 
repeating the cycle.

The fact that govern-
ment has deteriorated to 
its current state is testa-
ment to what happens 
when we disengage from 
politics, ironic in an era of 
constant political chatter. 

Of course, the nature of 
that constant chatter is 
indicative of the problem’s 
root: partisan sniping 
exacerbated by the fact 
we’re getting dumber and 
with an ever-shrinking 
attention span. Politi-
cians and bureaucrats 
want people distracted 
and divided, the better to 
get away with their own 
agendas. In failing to be 
informed and engaged, 
we are our own worst 
enemies.
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KANNON:
Partisanship is 
what it's about

→ FROM 5

reduce your overall 
risk. That’s what we’re 
doing with public health 
measures and vaccine, 
they work together to 
reduce the risk of trans-
mission of COVID-19 
and reduce the risk of 
severe outcomes if you 
do become infected,” said 
Wang.

Some 40,000 to 50,000 
people in Waterloo 
Region still need their 
second dose. The region 
is calling on those who 
have received one shot to 
get the other as soon as 
possible after the 28-day 
waiting period.

“Effective September 
7, our plan is to move 
away from appointments 
completely and run our 

VACCINATION: Delta leads to some uptick in cases
→ FROM 3 clinics as walk-in only,” 

said Vickie Murray, direc-
tor of regional vaccine 
services. 

As the fourth wave 
continues to hit the region 
and the rest of Ontario, 
officials reminded resi-
dents that getting fully 
vaccinated and keeping up 
public health measures are 
still the best way to reduce 
the spread.

The numbers are 
significantly lower in 
neighbouring Welling-
ton-Dufferin-Guelph, with 
the midweek total at 33 
active cases, down from 39 
a week earlier. There have 
been a total of 126 fatalities 
since the pandemic began, 
unchanged over the past 
month.

The province continues 

to see growth in the total 
number of cases, and at a 
higher rate than in recent 
weeks, with the tally now 
at 556,000, up about a 
3,000 in the past week.

There have been 9,428 
deaths attributed to the 
virus – up 19 over the 
week before – represent-
ing a mortality rate of 1.7 
per cent. The ministry 
reports 543,077 cases 
(97.6 per cent) have been 
resolved.

The latest numbers from 
Health Canada show 19,711 
active cases nationwide, 
up about 7,000 from a 
week earlier. The cumu-
lative total of confirmed 
cases now stands at 
1,457,698, with 26,719 
related deaths, a mortality 
rate of 1.8 per cent.

Submit letters to the editor online.
observerxtra.com/letters
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BusinessBusiness The trend in housing starts was 286,620 
units in July 2021, down from 293,085 units 
in June 2021, according to Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation (CMHC). Multiple 
urban starts decreased by 3.1% to 184,759 
units in July while single-detached urban 
starts increased by 7.1% to 64,242 units.

With funding from the provincial and federal 
governments, SWIFT last week announced 
that three high-speed fibre-optic broadband 
projects have now begun construction in the 
Region of Waterloo. With a price tag of $11.1 
million, the project will connect more than 
1,200 homes and businesses to faster inter-
net service.

Shifts in housing trends Higher speeds on the way

Journalists rarely get 
news releases from 

the federal government on 
Sunday, especially for big 
ticket, multi-million-dollar 
announcements. Those 
are typically reserved for 
weekdays, accompanied 
by a photo opportunity, 
when the news cycle is fully 
operational and editors are 
paying attention.

But this past Sunday, in a 
last-ditch effort to support 
drought-stricken farmers 
and landowners in west-
ern Canada and Northern 
Ontario, Ottawa announced 
it had raised its contribu-
tion to drought and wildfire 
relief programs from $100 
million to $500 million. 
They news came just hours 
before the launch of the 
federal election campaign.

Had the government not 
moved quickly, it would 
have been dissolved and 

support would have been 
delayed at least a month, 
until after the September 
20 election. That could 
have been tragic, given how 
help is needed immedi-
ately.

Critics will call the assis-
tance an eleventh-hour 
Liberal attempt to woo the 
farm sector. But the money 
had been in the works for 
weeks. It followed a recent 
visit to western Canada’s 
devasted prairie grain and 
oilseed fields by then-ag-
riculture minister Marie-
Claude Bibeau. 

I say nicely done. 
Instead of criticism, those 
in Bibeau’s office and 
elsewhere in the federal 
bureaucracy who worked to 
make sure the money was 
in place before the election 
was called deserve praise 
for their effort.

And while it’s the last 

The doors are now open at Endeavour K9, where Shanna Hoffer works with her three Belgian Malinois. Submitted

Doggedly determined to succeed on her terms
Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

A LIFELONG ANIMAL 
LOVER, SHANNA Hoffer 
has created the ideal situ-
ation for herself with the 
opening of Endeavour K9, 
a new dog boarding, train-
ing and breeding facility 
in West Montrose.

The name of the new 
venture reflects Hoffer’s 
10-year journey of making 
her dream come true. Her 
big dream became a huge 
endeavour, one she is more 
than happy to take on.

“Anyone’s welcome 
for boarding,” she said. 
“Health is important to 
me, no matter what. So 
when they come, we will 
do a health check from 
nose to tail, we weigh 
them, and then every day 
we’ll do daily weights 
– we’ll mark down every-
thing.

“They get peace of mind 
that their dogs are well 
cared for. They get peace 
of mind that their not 
finding anything that we 
missed while their dogs 
are here – I try to go above 
and beyond as much as 
possible,” she added.

Situated on 44 acres, the 
12,000-square-foot facility 
is now open and ready for 

business. It boasts a dog 
training facility, insulated 
kennel walls and a retail 
store carrying Canadi-
an-made products. The 
facility has seven HVAC 
units with UV lights and 
strict cleaning  procedures 
in between dogs boarding. 
They also make sure the 
dogs are healthy, vacci-
nated and are in good 
health before boarding.  

Hoffer currently has 
plans to breed only her 
own, Neila and Paxx, both 
of which are CKC-regis-
tered working line Belgian 
Malinois. She has hopes 
those puppies will be 
working dogs, as that is 
what they are best suited 
for.

“It’s not going to be 
until 2023, but I already 
have a list of people that 
want them. I’ll be keeping 
one myself for my own 
program, so it won’t be a 
huge program. It might 
just be one litter a year 
– it’s about quality over 
quantity.” 

Endeavour K9 is open 
year round and offers a 
variety of services from 
training, self-grooming, 
retail and boarding. They 
can handle all types of 
dogs from small to large, 

→ ENDEAVOUR K9 8

Huge farm support arrives just hours before election call
OWEN 

ROBERTS 
Food For 
Thought

Shanna Hoffer is doing what she loves with the launch of Endeavour K9 on site in West Montrose

federal money farmers 
will see from the former 
government, it’s just 
the start of proposed 
climate-related programs 
and promises they and the 
rest of Canada can expect 
to hear about in the coming 
weeks.

Farmers aren’t leaving 
candidates guessing about 
their interests.

On Monday, the Grain 
Farmers of Ontario 
unveiled what it called 
its election “asks” (not 
demands), likewise reflect-
ing climate concerns. 

The organization, repre-
senting Ontario’s 28,000 
barley, corn, oat, soybean, 
and wheat farmers, said 
it has an eye to the future.

But it also has its feet on 
the ground, and wants the 
fuel grain farmers use to 
dry their corn to be exempt 
from the carbon tax until 
fossil fuel alternatives are 
developed.

Grain farmers are also 
calling on candidates 
and the government they 
might form to defend 
Canada’s existing markets 
and find new markets for 
grains and oilseeds.The 
organization’s CEO Crosby 
Devitt says Ontario grains 
can’t compete with grains 
imported into Canada that 
receive massive subsidies 
and aren’t subject to carbon 
pricing.

“This is the time for 
candidates to show lead-
ership and their commit-
ment to science-based and 
evidence-based decision 
making to ensure the most 
sustainable, and the most 

effective, climate change 
policy and path forward,” 
he says. “Working with 
farmers and supporting 
these asks is acknowl-
edging the importance of 
sustainable farming and 
the farm economy that 
supports this country.” 

Likewise, the Canadian 
Federation of Agriculture’s 
president Mary Robinson 
reminded candidates 
about agriculture’s role in 
the country’s economic 
recovery. 

“Canadian agricul-
ture has been repeat-
edly identified by the 
government and financial 
institutions as a sector that 
can achieve incredible 
growth,” she says. “Our 
natural resources are one 
of Canada's strongest 
foundations. Yet consec-
utive governments have 
failed to provide any kind 

of increase in consistent 
funding to actually achieve 
this growth, failing to even 
keep up with inflation. 
Farming and food produc-
tion is truly an essential 
industry, and we need to 
see actions that support 
and propel the industry to 
new heights.”

All sectors are saying 
something similar. But 
agriculture is different, 
supplying the country with 
one of its most basic needs 
on a relative shoestring. 

Let’s not forget the food 
insecurity scare of the 
pandemic. 

And let’s not overlook 
what’s happening on farms 
across Canada right now, as 
they grapple with climate 
change. They need stability 
more than ever, and as 
long as we rely on farms for 
food, governments need to 
support them.



8  |  B U S I N E S S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, August 19, 2021

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

untrained to well trained. 
“Day training for those 

that don’t want their dog 
gone for long periods of 
time – they’ll drop the 
dogs off here from Monday 
through Thursday. It’s like 
sending the kids to school: 
they’ll drop them off in the 
morning and pick them up 
at night, and have work to 
do on evenings and week-
ends. It’s got pretty much 
anything that anyone 
would want. So if they 
don’t have time to do a lot 
of the work, then they’ll 
board and train; if they 
want to do most of the 
work than there’s private 
training and classes,” 
noted Hoffer.

“There’s nothing like 
this in Ontario – I proba-
bly will get more people, 
especially with the Mali-
nois. There’s a Facebook 
page for Malinois that 
are Canadian but a lot of 
people say where do you 

send your dog that under-
stands these dogs – it’s not 
an easy breed,” explained 
Hoffer, owner of three 
Belgian Malinois. 

Hoffer has experience 
with this breed, as well 
as others,  and is open to 
helping anyone who has a 
rambunctious pooch. 

“There is a pond at the 
other end of the property 
that I take the dogs to 
swim in, so people can 
have that option if they 
want their dogs to go 
swimming. There’s the 
trail right across the road 
where we can take dogs or 
walk them around through 
the covered bridge,” she 
added.

Her goals for future 
expansions include more 
fencing around the lot 
so more dogs can run 
off-leash, and a large, 
open training arena. More 
information is available 
online at  
www.endeavourk9.com.

→ FROM 7

ENDEAVOUR K9: A full-service shop

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 8am to 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

371 Arthur St. S. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126 |

your supplier of
feeds and pet foodThe Next Elmira Clinic: 

at Lion’s Hall, Elmira 
Friday, August 27
2:30 - 7:30 pm

Your donation 
matters.

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing.
Book online at blood.ca or

by calling 1-888-2-DONATE            
               (1-888-236-6283)

ↆ E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

I ♥ my local
newspaper.
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TRAMPOLINE: Nationals at month's end, with an eye on Worlds in Baku

of our athletes we also 
wanted the program that 
could aid in their journey 
with the athlete as well,” 
said Petro-Canada market-
ing communications 
director Kristina Schaefer 
in an email.

For Shuh, the $10,000 will 
help with his training and 
ability to enter competi-
tions. Since the onset of the 
pandemic, most of the activ-
ities have been carried out 
online, which will be true 
of the Canadian national 
events later this month.

“For the virtual compe-
titions we have, we set up 
a bunch of cameras and 
we use Zoom for them. 
They don’t actually score 
us live, but they just make 
sure that we’re following 
all the proper competi-
tion procedures, and then 
they’ll score the competi-
tions once they receive the 
videos from all the compet-
itors,” Shuh explained of 
the alternative arrange-
ments made during the 
COVID-19 crisis.

By the fall, he expects 
there will be a return to 

conventional meets.
“If everything goes 

to plan, I think my next 
competition is going to be 
the world championships, 
and that will be in person.”

The Canadian contin-
gent for Azerbaijan would 
be a maximum of four 
men and four women. The 
meets themselves draw 
about 70 to 100 competi-
tors from around the world 
in each of the men’s and 
women’s divisions.

Already busy training, 
Shuh will have a heightened 
schedule in the lead-up to 

the world events, which 
adds to a busy schedule 
given his day job in a bank. 
It’s all part of the process 
for the recent University 
of Toronto economics 
graduate.

“Right now, we’re 
training about four times 
a week on the trampo-
lines, and then, outside of 
that, we do conditioning, 
strength conditioning 
about minimum once 
every two days. We’re 
always doing little things 
every day,” he said of the 
training with his coach.

→ FROM 3

FOOD BANK: Reacting to a need

acquired and distrib-
uted food for more than 
three million meals in 
the community. This 
is just one piece of our 
annual effort to ensure 
that no one goes hungry 
in Waterloo Region,” said 
Campbell.

“Some of the biggest 
increases we’ve seen is the 
number of new house-
holds that are accessing 
food assistance, so in 
the first year that we 
were tracking all of our 
pandemic numbers more 
than 2,600 new house-
holds accessed services 
from one of the programs 
in our community food 
assistance network. And 
those were individuals 
and families who were 
accessing services for the 
very first time.”

Campbell said the food 
bank continues to see its 
food distribution numbers 
rise. Current donations 

will help the organization 
meet demand through the 
fall, with Thanksgiving 
and Christmas drives in 
the offing.

“This is a really import-
ant time of year to focus 
on the need and to 
remember that the need 
exists.  We are all feeling 
that summer is really 
different for so many of 
us, and some of us are feel-
ing that we’re getting back 
to normal and we’re able 
to spend time with family 
and friends a little more, 
but the reality is hunger 
doesn’t take a holiday 
it doesn’t go away,” she 
added.

Any monetary or food 
donations can be directed 
to the Food Bank of 
Waterloo Region. To date 
they are at 85 per cent of 
their one-million meals 
goal, they hope to be at 
100 per cent by the end of 
August with the help of 
the community. 
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ArtsArts While Canadians were self-isolating during 
the lengthy series of pandemic-related lock-
downs, prolific folk singer/songwriter James 
Gordon hunkered down and got busy creat-
ing his 40th album, When I Stayed Home. The 
timely 13-track release features the Guelph-
based musician’s response to the national 
residential school tragedies with the song 
“We’ll Bring You Home.” 

The Stratford Festival has increased the 
capacity of its venues in response to 
shifting provincial guidelines. Capacity 
at the Festival Theatre Canopy is 195 (up 
from 93); Tom Patterson Theatre Canopy 
is at 227 (up from 100); Studio Theatre 
will seat 130 (up from 25); and Lazaridis 
Hall will accommodate 125 (up from 25). 
www.stratfordfestival.ca

Gordon's 40th album More space in Stratford

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

AMANDA KIND HAS 
BEEN SINGING since she 
was a young child; today, 
she’s a vocal powerhouse. 
Her newest release is a 
song entitled ‘Easier’ 
that gives listeners an 
emotional, in-depth look 
into Amanda’s life as well 
as a relatable song about 
the types of heartbreak we 
experience in our lives.

Looking to hit just the 
right emotionally charged 
words, she wrote the song 
alongside songwriter and 
producer Sam Hillifer. 

“As personal as “Easier” 
is, Sam and I consid-
ered many kinds of loss 
when writing this song. 
We talked about all the 
kinds of loss where the 
other person is still out 
there living in the world: 
divorce, one-sided 
breakups, losing some-
one slowly to dementia 
or Alzheimer’s, fractured 
friendships, broken 
families. The scenarios 
where you thought that 
that person would always 
be in your life and now 
they aren’t,” said Kind of 
the impetus for the new 
release.

“Now that the song has 

been out there for a few 
days, I am blown away by 
how many people have 
experienced the same 
sense of sadness having 
to ‘grieve someone who’s 
still alive.’ Tons of people 
have messaged me about 
the song and that specific 
lyric in the bridge.”

Kind noted that’s her 
favourite lyric in the new 
song, as it can reflect an 
emotion many heartbro-
ken people are feeling. 

“I experienced a diffi-
cult breakup that was 
not my choice. Knowing 
that someone you loved 
is out there in the world 
happier without you is a 
complicated pain. You’re 
grieving the loss of that 
relationship, your life 
changes in an uncomfort-
able way, and you also 
feel the sting of rejection. 
People tell you that time 
heals all wounds, but does 
it? I kept thinking ‘does it 
get easier?’ That question 
turned into a refrain.”

Music was something 
instilled into her at an 
early age. She remembers 
singing alongside her 
family as a small child. 
Kind had a musical family 
surrounding her growing 
up, as her mother was a 
recreational piano player.  

For local musician, things did just get Easier

→ EASIER 11Amanda Kind is back to songwriting with her newest single, Easier.  Submitted

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

LIVE MUSIC IS BACK, 
EVEN if it’s not quite a 
return to normal.

Hot on the heels of the 
Kitchener Blues Festival 
shows at various venues 
last weekend comes Music 
at the Market, which 
launched last Thursday.

Coordinated by the 
Registry Theatre in 
conjunction with the 
City of Kitchener, the 
new series presents live 
music for the next seven 
Thursdays outside of the 
Kitchener Market.

It’s an eclectic mix of 
local musicians, includ-
ing Danny Michel, Joni 
NehRita, Penderecki 
String Quartet, I The 

Mountain, Western 
Swing Authority, Holli-
Zay, Romeo Sex Fighter, 
Mandippal Jandu, Jessie 
T, Mary-Catherine 
Pazzano and Errol Black-
wood.

Getting local artists 
back to work was at the 
heart of the new series, 
says  Registry Theatre 
executive director Sam 
Varteniuk.

“The objective is 
twofold. One is to pay 
artists and arts work-
ers. The other is to send 
a signal of hope to the 
people of Waterloo 
Region, to say that we're 
still here – we’re still 
doing this kind of stuff, 
there’s light at the end 
of the tunnel. That live 
performance is coming 

back,” he said.
With support from 

Heritage Canada and the 
Kitchener BIA, Music at 
the Market will allow local 
musicians, and techni-
cians, hit hard by the 
pandemic, to be compen-
sated for their work, while 
providing a much-needed 
celebration after a diffi-
cult year and a half. 

Noting that getting 
the music back on 
stage trumps finances 
in this case, Varteniuk 
said funding from the 
Department of Canadian 
Heritage allows for both 
great talent and low ticket 
prices.

“In this case, a $10 ticket 
price, which to see Danny 
Michel is pretty amazing.”

Tickets will be limited → LIVE MUSIC 11

to 100 for each of the 
shows, which will be held 
outdoors, in keeping with 
public health restrictions 
due to the pandemic. 
Tickets will be distrib-
uted in pods so family 
and friends can gather 
together, while distancing 
safely from others, with 
all cleaning protocols in 
place. In addition, contact 
tracing measures will be 
in place for all attendees, 
staff and performers. 

Safety protocols are 
paramount, said Varte-
niuk, noting they’ll be 
taking a go-slow approach 
even as the economy 
opens up in the coming 
weeks.

“We’ve landed on 100 
right now,” he said of 
attendance. “We’re look-

Amanda Kind draws on personal and universal pains for her recently released new single
One of her 

favourite 
artists to 
sing to is 
the high-
pitched 
Mariah 
Carey; 
though 

that’s a 
tough range 

to reach, she 
admits it’s fun 

to try.
“I think I’ve always been 

drawn to really interesting 
voices, especially virtu-
osic voices – I’m always 
surprised by how incred-
ible Ella Fitzgerald scats 
and the range on someone 
like Mariah Carey,” added 
Kind.

Her upcoming plans 
include shooting a music 
video for ‘Easier’ that 
is set to come out in the 
middle of September 
after three or four rear-
rangements due to the 
pandemic. The main loca-
tion for the music video is 
set at the Registry Theatre 
in Kitchener.

“I don’t think I would 
create what I’m creating 
right now if there wasn’t 
a pandemic – people 
have been able to build 
new relationships, so I 

In the market for some live music

ing at a scalable model 
where we could go up, 
depending on how public 
health regulations shifted. 
But for the first concerts, 
it's staying at 100, because 
we haven't officially come 
out of that period yet. 
And, also, we're proceed-
ing with caution. 

“Each expansion 
requires a whole new set 
of protocols and think-
ing through things, and 
I become nervous about 
being able to ensure we're 
being safe  when we're 
furiously sort of changing 
the goalposts as we go.”

Twenty-five per cent of 
tickets for each concert 
will be given to the Grand 
River Hospital Founda-
tion for distribution to 
frontline workers who 

Local musicians will be back on stage Thursday nights for new Registry Theatre-curated series at the Kitchener Market
have been putting them-
selves most at risk during 
the pandemic.

All of those issues aside, 
Music at the Market is 
about getting those in the 
industry back to work and 
back on stage.

“It’s allowing us to 
support people who work 
behind the scenes, people 
who work in AV, people 
who work on the tech side 
of the music industry. 
Every single show that 
we can put on helps to 
keep someone who works 
in that field working.  In 
a time where so many 
people have been sat at 
home, not able to do what 
they love, that's a really 
important thing for us,” 
said Kitchener Market 
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Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

The Township of Woolwich 
is now accepting proposal 
submissions for the COVID 
Relief Fund. 

Proposals are being 
accepted from community 
support agencies, service 
groups, and other not-for-profit 
organizations to request 
COVID-19 Relief Funds. 

The proposal submission 
deadline is Friday September 
10, 2021, at 5PM (EST).  

For more information and 
to view the criteria visit: 
www.woolwich.ca/grants

Get faster Internet with unlimited data today!
Call 1-866-207-5855. 

Introducing Xplornet’s new and improved Xplore 50/10 UNLIMITED home 
Internet with faster-than-ever download speeds, upload speeds and truly  
unlimited data.

Choose the plan that suits your needs:

Xplore 50/10 UNLIMITED is here.
Faster Internet. Unlimited data.

xplornet.com

1Speeds vary based on your technical configuration, traffic, servers, and other factors. Traffic management policy applies, see 
xplornet.com/policies. 2This pricing is exclusively for new customers and expires August 31, 2021. Includes rental cost of equipment, except 
optional Xplornet Wi-Fi router. Xplornet® is a trademark of Xplornet Communications Inc. ©2021 Xplornet Communications Inc.

$3999
/month2

$5999
/month2

$9999
/month2

Xplore 50/10 
UNLIMITED

$84.99 starting in month 4 $99.99 starting in month 4

Truly UNLIMITED data!

LTE 10
Download  10 Mbps1

LTE 25
Download  25 Mbps1

Download
50 Mbps1

Upload
10 Mbps1

Where available. $49 installation fee applies. 1-year term required.

NEW & IMPROVED!

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 
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• Opportunities for Junior Welders and Fitter/Welders
• Full-time, permanent positions located in Elmira
• 
• 

plus much more.

Send in your 

Visit engliftsystems.com > Careers to apply 
or email  for more information. 

We’re hiring local talent. Why commute?

WE’RE HIRING!

lift
(800) 263-9823

WELDERS WANTED!

expect over the next few 
years we will see more 
new music than we ever 
thought we would because 
people have the space 
to be creative now,” said 
Kind, speaking about how 
Spotify and other online 
music sites have given 
artists the ability to go out 
on their own without a big 
music company behind 
them.  

Along with writing and 
recording music, Kind is 
also a sought-after vocal 
coach. Teaching sing-
ing virtually has been a 
challenge for her, but it 
has allowed her to take 
on more clients. While 
‘Easier’ is the first song 
she has created of her own 
music in nearly a decade, 
during that time she was 

busy helping growing 
Canadian talent hit the 
spotlight. She became the 
artistic director for one of 
Canada’s top youth choirs 
and multi-time winner of 
Show Choir Canada, KW 
Glee. The group has made 
a name for itself as a train-
ing resource for many 
up-and-coming musi-
cians or musical theatre 
performers. 

“Songwriting is a form 
of therapy for me, so 
creating “Easier” was 
cathartic and an essential 
gateway to healing for me. 
Ironically, it helped me 
process the pain and made 
it easier to accept. I hope 
it will strike a chord with 
others who have experi-
enced the dissolution of 
an important relationship. 
It’s a special kind of grief.”  

manager Cameron Dale.
“It’s a wonderful oppor-

tunity for people to come 
down and experience the 
market as a cultural venue. 
We’ll be operating rain 
or shine, because we've 
got a lovely covered area. 
We’ll be offering beverage 
options; there'll be food 
options as well, so people 
can sit safely in pods 
with the people they’re 
near and dear to while 
they’re safely, physically 
distanced from other 
people in the audience.”

The series kicked off 
August 12 with Mandippal 
Jandu and I, the Moun-
tain. It continues tonight 
with Joni NehRita and 
Romeo Sex Fighter.

All shows begin at 7 
p.m. Tickets are available 
online via kwtickets.net.

EASIER: "Songwriting is a form
of therapy for me," says Kind

LIVE MUSIC: Concert series is a way to ease audiences back into normalcy
→ FROM 9

→ FROM 9

I, the Mountain kicked off the new Music at the Market series last week. The concerts will be held 
weekly on Thursdays, with Joni NehRita and Romeo Sex Fighter performing tonight. Submitted
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 
finishes and installs high quality custom cabinetry and 
solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are located 
in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team members and 
respect for our customers. Continuous improvement 
is also a big part of who we are. We are constantly 
looking for new and innovative ways to make our team 
members jobs easier and more efficient. If this sounds 
like an environment that you would be interested in 
being a part of, please contact us.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Edgebander 
Machine Operator

You would be responsible for setting up, running and 
daily maintenance of our CNC Edgeband machine. 
This is a high tech German built machine and is an 
integral part of the kitchen cabinet manufacturing 
process. You will work closely with our machining and 
production managers to ensure that parts are 
edgbanded as needed by our assembly team.

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and 
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Required skills
• Respectful and team focused.
• Motivated and enthusiastic.
• Courteous and friendly.
• Dependable.
• Ability to read blueprints.
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds.
• No post secondary education required.
• Previous wood working experience 

      will be an asset.
• Previous Machine operation experience 

       will be an asset.

Experience:
• Machine Operator: 1 year (preferred)
• Woodworking: 1 year (preferred)

Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Installer
to join our team. In this position you would be working with 

one of our install teams installing high quality custom kitchens 
and stairs. In this position you would be reporting 

to our  Install manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet install experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic 
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. Thank you.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

FLORAPINE TREE SERVICE INC
ARTHUR ON/ POSITION IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE
Requirements:
• Minimum ARZ driver’s license.
• Ability to read and understand work orders in English.
• Competence in operating equipment, specifically 

chainsaw, chipper, and stump grinder. We can train.
• Physically fit for handling wood and brush for hours 

every day.
• Good team spirit, respectful and clean language. 
• Work Monday through Friday when weather is good 

but must be willing to accept rainy days off, though 
we do work in rain sometimes.

• Mechanical and problem solving aptitude an asset.

If this interests you,
please send resume to 
thomas.florapine@gmail.com
or call Thomas at (519) 502-7509
Only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

Responsibilities include but not limited to:
• Driving chipper truck.
• Operating chipper and stump grinder.
• Cleaning up yards after the 

other work is done.
• Preparing trucks, equipment,

and tools for the day. 

Help Wanted

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

ↆLOCAL SERVICES

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES

WOOLWICH THRIFT SHOP

RETAIL SALES ASSOCIATE 
Job offered in partnership with 

Conestoga Career Centre

We’re offering a job training 
opportunity in retail sales!

This is a 12 week training opportunity. 
Must be unemployed and not currently in 
school. Preference given to those without 

any previous job experiences.

For more information 
on this job opportunity please visit: 

www.woolwichcommunityservice.org
To apply

please send resume to wcs@execulink.com 
or drop off to the Woolwich Thrift Shop 

(5 Memorial Ave. Elmira) by 
Mon August 30th by 4:00 p.m.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted & Word Ads 
continue on page 14

Full time permanent 
positions available 

at our apple processing plant in Elmira.
Forklift Operator, Machine Operator 

& Line Worker openings on afternoon shift 
Monday to Friday 3pm - 11pm 

Shift premium & benefi ts

Please send resume to:
hr@martinsapples.com 

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
PART TIME EVENING 
CLEANERS NEEDED 
for commercial and 
office buildings, as 
well as post-construc-
tion cleaning during the 
day. 519-501-9114

WANTED EXPERI-
ENCED, MATURE 
cleaning woman. 
519-699-6145.

CABINET/FINISHER 
ASSISTANT. WE ARE 
looking for a quality 
oriented person to join 
our team. A year experi-

ence in a woodworking 
shop is preferred be we 
would train the right 
person. This person 
should have a sharp 
eye for detail and have 
a good work ethic. 
Competitive wages and 
benefits. Email resume 
to: barry.ekb@bellnet.ca
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.
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Help Wanted

ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

LIVE  
AUCTION SALE

Of
Tractor, riding lawn mowers, tools, antiques, 
household goods and miscellaneous items, 

to be held at 240 Hill Dr. Woolwich Twp.,  
½ mile west of West Montrose, 5 miles east 

of Elmira (east off Northfield Dr.), 
For The Earl Auger Estate & Family, on 

TUES, AUGUST 31ST @ 10:00 A.M.
INCLUDES: Cub Cadet 125 riding lawn 
mower, hydrostatic, running order. Ford 
100 riding lawn mower c/w mower deck, 
& 32in. tiller. hydraulic lift needs work, 
otherwise runs. Toro Wheel Horse 264-6 and 
269-H riding lawn tractors for parts.  Ford 2 
furrow 3ph plow.  6ft. 3ph cultivator.  Brinly 
3ft. disc. Brinly single furrow plow. Ford 
42in. front mount blade. Older Int 42in. front 
mount snow thrower (needs work). 4 X 6ft. 
utility dump trailer c/w lights. 3ph scope.  
3ph boom.  Storage rack (vehicle mount). 
Hobart Stickmate 230 AC stick welder in 
original box. Linde “Autoweld System” 
V-160 mig welder. Oxomatic 400-10.  L-Tec 
Cutmate 20 arc/air cutter. Anvil.  Hyd. floor 
jacks. 2 ton chain hoist. Mig gun 160-600. 
Trademaster metal band saw & bench model 
drill press.  8in. bench grinder. Dewalt chop 
saw.  Chop saw cutoff blades. Portable tool 
chest (top is Snap-On). Assorted hand & 
power tools. Small pressure washer. Parts 
washer. Portable motor stand. Bottle jacks. 
Masonry bits.  Battery charger. Axle stands.  
Creepers.  8ft. step ladder. Assorted welding 
parts & accessories. Welding related 
manuals. Bicycles including vintage CCM. 
Garden tools. New garage door opener.  
Electric lawn mower. Chains. Chain binders.  
Assorted car parts (majority 60’s & 70’s) 
including starters, etc. Sets of older wheel 
discs. 12 V-110 fridge. Motors for scrap.  
Scrap metal including copper.  
ANTIQUES:  2 steel implement wheels. 
Small wooden spoked wheels. Old car 
horns. Dump rake tines. Hand barn beam 
boring drill. Footed cast iron kettle (1 foot 
missing).  Push reel mower. Old insulators. 
Watering cans. Child’s sleighs. Crocks. 
Cross cut saw, etc.  
HOUSEHOLD:  Ext. table & 6 chairs.  
Kitchen goods.  Small appliances. Toys and 
games. Plastic horses. Christmas décor.  
Craft items.  Quilting material.  Toys & games. 
Small appliances. Bedding, nic nacs, etc.  
Stove works wood stove, plus lots more. 
NOTE – See www.gerberauctions.net  
for photos.  
TERMS – Cash, debit, cheque with I.D.  5% 
buyer’s premium. Outdoor auction, dress 
accordingly. Facemasks encouraged. Use 
proper social distancing. 

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

Auction

ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

ELMIRA - There is more space than there 
appears in this raised bungalow on a 
crescent in Elmira, only 15 minutes to KW 
and 20 to Guelph.  Elmira is home to many 
parks, schools, churches, a Saturday 
farmer's market and great schools with a 
small town feel close to the city.  This 3 
bedroom, 2 bathroom home is perfect for a 
young family or someone looking to 
downsize.  Don't miss out on this one!

COMING SOON
ST. JACOBS  - Luxury, custom built 
executive home situated on a pie shaped 
lot!  Located in the sought after Village of 
St. Jacobs, home of unique shopping 
boutiques, a bounty of dining options and 
only 5 minutes to KW. This impressive & 
immaculate home offers 3159 sq feet of 
stunning finished living space plus an 
expansive outdoor entertaining area.  

ELMIRA - There is more space than there 

COMING SOON

Contact: Property@smurk.ca

COMING SOON – ROCHER ROAD
DESIGN BUILD/ BUILD TO SUIT

• .313 to 1.14 acre lots of fully serviced 
industrial land

• Municipal (Water & Sewer) at lot  lines 
• Currently in the process of bringing gas 

and hydro services to each lot 
• General Industrial Zoning (M1-4) 
• 4 lots to choose from
• Potential Building sizes of 3000 square 

feet to 15000 square feet
• Easy Access to line 86 – 45 km to 

Waterloo – 36 km to Elmira

SMURK INDUSTRIAL LOTS – LISTOWEL 

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Perfect opportunity for first �me home 
owners. 4 Bedrooms  3 bathroom house 
located in the small town of Brussels.  
New gas furnace 2016! This house is 
wai�ng for your own personalized 
renova�ons! Big backyard.
(House is being sold "as is" with no 
warran�es) MLS#

$295,000
550 Sports Drive, Brussels

Continued from page 12
For Sale

B E D R O O M  S E T, 
CORNER CABINET 
and dining room set. 
Call 519-763-2122.

F R E E  M I X E D 
SAWDUST AND WOOD 
shavings for animal 
bedding. You pick-up 
weekly  in  your 
enclosed trailer from 
our Dust Collector 
Hopper. Baywood 
Millwork, Bridgeport 
area of Kitchener, Joel 
519-748-9577 × 106.

GMO OVEN READY 
ROASTERS. COMING 
Sept. 3. Call for pricing 
519-664-3007.

LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

O R G A N I C A L L Y 
GROWN GARLIC. 
Cleaned or uncleaned 
available. Call for 
larger quantity prices. 
519-804-0441 xt 135.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Farm 
Services

OAT & PEAS FOR 
F O R AG E  C OV E R 
CROPS - Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Firewood
SEASONED FIRE-
WOOD. BODY AND 
limb wood available. 
$75/cord. Picked up. 
Call for larger quantity 
pricing. 226-868-1092.

Wanted
STILL BUYING ALL 
OMEGA'S, ROLEX, 
I.W.C., Bretling Tudor, 
etc. All American pocket 
watches running or 
not. Silver coins or 
gold coins; jewel-
lery diamonds and 
silver cutlery. 30 + 
yrs experience, have 
mask will travel. Fair 
honest pricing. Terry @ 
519-242-6900 anytime 
or gallamore@golden.
net Confidential quick 
results. Cash if wanted.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Coming 
Events

KARATE! IN-PERSON & 
VIRTUAL CLASSES 
AVAILABLE  SCHWEITZER'S 
MARTIAL ARTS. Self-de-
fense, Self-discipline, 
S e l f- c o n f i d e n c e . 
GROUP CLASSES FOR 

AGES 4 TO 
ADULT. Taught 
by Renshi Becky 
S c h we i t ze r, 
4th Degree 
B l a c k  B e l t 
and 5X World 
Karate Cham-
pion. Location 
H e i d e l b e r g 
C o m m u n i t y 
Centre - 2915 
L o b s i n g e r 
Line, Heidel-
berg.  FALL 
EARLY BIRD 
SPECIAL ONLY 
$ 1 0 0 + H S T 
FOR 10 WEEKS 
Special ends 
Aug. 30. Regu-
lar price $120+HST. 
Register at the Heidel-
berg Community 
Centre Aug. 30 from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. or Call 
519-580-1418 or e-mail 
becky_schweitzer@
hotmail.com

Garage Sales
FAMILY GARAGE SALE 
- SAT. AUG. 21, 8 A.M. 
- 1 p.m. 6444 Line 86 - 
West Montrose (gravel 
pit). Dishes, clothes, 
furniture and more.

M U LT I  FA M I LY 
GARAGE SALE. 83⁄79 
Brookmead Elmira. 
Household items, 
clothes, puzzles, gas 
mower, shower stall. 
Saturday August 21st 
8 a.m.

Storage
O U T D O O R  R V 
TRAILER STORAGE 
available. Waterloo 
Rod & Gun Club, 1075 
BoDe Lane St. Jacobs. 
Contact Carroll Norris 
519-590-9032.

In Print. In Depth. Online.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Small Business Ambassador Program: Free program 
for small and medium sized businesses in the Region to minimize 
COVID-19 risks and boost staff and customer confi dence. Get a 
window decal to show you completed the program. 

Sign up at www.regionofwaterloo.ca/ambassador 

Businesses grants: https://reliefwithinreach.ca/waterloo-region/ 

Have you seen the Woolwich Patio Map? Check out www.woolwich.ca/patios/ to fi nd all 
open patios in Woolwich!

#TastetheCountryside is back September 23rd – October 3rd! Interested businesses 
must register by August 20th at www.tastethecountryside.ca to have their menu 
included in the marketing and on the map!

Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business!  For more 
information about government programs and other business supports call Jenna Morris 
at 519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. 
Children under fi ve and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are 
exempt. Please be kind to those unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, 
call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
Walk-ins welcome for fi rst and second doses! It’s easier than ever to get your second 
dose. Walk-ins will be accepted for both fi rst and eligible second doses as long as 
suffi cient vaccine is available. 

For clinic information, visit regionofwaterloo.ca/VaccineClinics 

To book your dose today, visit: regionofwaterloo.ca/VaccineBook

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce – Open for select services 
The Township offi ce is open to walk-in public traffi c, with staff working a mix of in offi ce 
and from home. It is recommended that you use our services offered online or phone to 
book an appointment before visiting the offi ce to ensure we are available to assist you.

There is a drop box located at the side of our building along Maple Street, which offers 
a contactless option for dropping off payments, building permits or documents. The 
following services can be accessed through our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes

• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: 
    www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits

• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets

• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, 
Streetlights, Trees, Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit

For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or 
call 519-669-1647. For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 
519-575-4400.

To stay informed on the township’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
www.woolwich.ca/COVID19

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
Township of Woolwich facilities and programs have started to reopen to the public. 
Please note that park amenities are not sanitized, and users should have personal 
hand sanitizer on hand.  For more information, please check the Township website or 
call 519-514-7000.

Woolwich Memorial Centre
The Fitness Centre & Walking track use will be available for drop-in use Monday – 
Thursday, 9 am – 8 pm and Fridays 9 am – 4 pm.

The WMC aquatic facility is open for pre-registered programming. The WMC is offering 
Aquatic Leadership courses once again for those working towards their lifeguarding 
certifi cations. To view the pool schedule and aquatic leadership courses visit 
www.woolwich.ca/swim

We ask for the patience and understanding of residents as we recall and retrain our 
staff in order to open in a safe & responsible manner. For more information, please 
check the Township website or call 519-514-7000.

Residents are still encouraged to stay active by getting outside and enjoying the 
outdoors or by visiting our website at www.woolwich.ca/stayactive for games, virtual 
fi tness and other activities to keep you engaged this summer.

Woolwich Seniors Association:  Older Adults 55+ are encouraged to stay active and 
connected from home. Free, virtual programs are offered.  Check the website for updates 
at www.woolwichseniors.ca or email contact@woolwichseniors.ca.

Local Business Resources  
FREE masks: if your business is located within Woolwich and has 50 or fewer employees, 
order your free supply of masks online at:
https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-Mask-Request.

FREE screening kits: The workplace self screening program offered by the Greater 
Kitchener Waterloo and Cambridge Chambers of Commerce  is only available to 
businesses in the Region of Waterloo . Visit www.chambercheck.ca to learn more and to 
schedule your pick-up. 

Notice of Public Meeting
Township of Woolwich

Technical Advisory Group (TAG) Meeting
Thursday, August 26, 2021
6:30 p.m. Public Meeting

Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township 
offi ces will not be permitted. Below is information on how you can participate in the 
meeting. 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view the meeting by 
REGISTERING with the Support Specialist on or before 12 noon on Tuesday, August 24th. 
To register please email lschaefer@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-1647, ext. 6112.  
Once you are registered the Support Specialist will forward information on how to 
connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or toll-free conference call number). 
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ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

1172 Henry Street,
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0

519-656-2880

www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com
Pre-arranging your funeral is an important part of estate planning.

Ask us about the many funding options available.

WOW! 80 Years looks pretty 
good on this Pig Farmer! 

On behalf of the Israel Family,  
Happy Birthday Carl!!!

Birthday Death 
Notices

K I R B Y ,  J O Y C E 
LILLIAN (CLARK) - 
Passed away peace-
fully, with family by 
her side, on Thurs-
day, August 12, 2021 
at Chartwell Elmira 
Ret irement Resi-
dence in Elmira at the 
age of 89. Verla Brown 

September 3, 1926 - May 14, 2021
A celebration of life for Verla will take 
place at 2 p.m. on Saturday, August 
21, 2021. The family invites you to 
participate in the livestream of the 
service, which can be accessed on 
Verla’s tribute page of the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home website.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Edith Boldt (nee Stelzer) 
After a long and adventurous life, 
Edith Boldt (nee Stelzer) passed 
away peacefully in her 99th year, 
at home on August 7, 2021. Feisty 
until the end, she will be missed by 
her family and her many friends old 
and new. Born in 1923 in Dresden, 
Germany she survived the nightmare 
of Nazism and the Second World War. 
Married to Karl-Wilhelm in 1944, 
she came with him to Canada in 
1951 and never looked back. Always 
curious, she didn’t stop learning and 
traveling the world until her mid 80s. 
She was predeceased by the love of 
her life Karl-Wilhelm in 1996 and is 
survived by her daughter Christine, 
son Thomas (Karen), grandsons Nick 
(Shazia), Rob (Julianna), and her 
great-granddaughter Zoey. Cremation 
has taken place and there will be a 
private interment. There will be a 
celebration of life at a future date. In 
lieu of flowers donations to the World 
Wildlife Fund, the Ontario Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
or your local animal shelter would be 
appreciated.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Buehler, Floyd
Passed away peacefully at The Village 
of University Gates, Waterloo on 
Thursday, April 16, 2020 at the age 
of 87. A celebration of life and faith 
for Floyd will be held at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, August 28, 2021 at St. Jacobs 
Mennonite Church, 1310 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs. Masks are mandatory. To 
register your attendance, please call 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira 
at 519-669-2207.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Yaniszewski, Henry
Living independently at his home 
in Elmira until virtually the very 
end, Henry Yaniszewski passed 
away quietly on Friday, August 13, 
2021 at St. Mary’s Hospital at the 
age of 86.  A longtime employee of 
Ontario Hydro, Henry retired after a 
nearly 43 year career as an Operator. 
Henry is survived by his wife of 59 
years, Myrna Yaniszewski, and his 
sons Mark Yaniszewski and Peter 
Yaniszewski.  He is also survived by 
the children of his late brother Ed 
Yaniszewski, Janis and Carla; his 
sister Lucy Vallier and her children 
Michael and Ronald; his brother 
Fred Janiszewski, sister-in-law Grace 
Janiszewski, and their children 
Heather and James. Cremation has 
taken place and interment will be at 
the Timmins Memorial Cemetery.  
A remembrance of Henry’s life will 
occur post-Covid.  As expressions of 
sympathy, donations to  St. Mary’s 
Hospital Foundation (site of several 
cardiac procedures that greatly 
improved the quality and quantity of 
Henry’s life) would be appreciated by 
the family and can be made through 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Sieling, Magdeline “Maddy”
Peacefully passed away on Sunday, 
August 15, 2021 at The Village of 
University Gates, Waterloo at the 
age of 82. Beloved wife of the late 
Doug Sieling (2017). Dear mother 
of Dennis Sieling (Linda Boone), 
Donna and Roger Cormier, Cindy 
and David Gingrich, and Dwayne 
Sieling. Lovingly remembered by her 
grandchildren Shanna (John), Lindsay 
(Filip); Kyle (Desiree), Krystal, Kaitlyn 
(Jarrett); Justin, Michelle (Todd); 
Jamie (Brittany), and Jade; and by her 
great-grandchildren Avery, Taelyn, 
Arianna, Avery, Kaylee, Olivia, Logan, 
Brody, Luke, Isabella, Renee and 
Serenity. Sister of Marie Bordignon, 
Evelyn Burton, and Cecile Hummel. 
Predeceased by her parents Alfred 
and Helen (Schnurr) Ellig, brothers 
Wilfred, Francis, Joe, and Jim, and 
sisters Eileen MacDonald and Isabel 
Male. Cremation has taken place. 
Visitation will be held on Friday, 
August 20, 2021 from 2 - 2:45 p.m. at  
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 
Arthur St. S., Elmira, followed by 
a memorial service at 3 p.m. in the 
funeral home chapel. Masks are 
mandatory and social distancing will 
be maintained. Please call 519-669-2207 
to register your attendance. In Maddy’s 
memory, donations to the Lung 
Association would be appreciated by 
the family, and may be made through 
the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

festival producers to make 
sure that we’re keeping 
everything top of mind 
and looking at ways we can 
help.”

Ontario-wide, the 
government has pledged 
some $625 million in new 
funding over the next 
three years to support the 
tourism, culture, sport and 
recreation sectors

“For more than a year, 
the pandemic has dispro-
portionately impacted 
tourism and culture – two 
major industries that bring 
people together and our 
communities to life,” said 
Lisa MacLeod, Minister of 
Heritage, Sport, Tourism 
and Culture Industries, in 
a statement following last 
week’s announcement in 
Kitchener. “Increasing our 

annual support for festi-
vals and events will give 
the sector a much-needed 
boost as we continue to 
deal with the effects of 
COVID-19. Our govern-
ment is supporting orga-
nizations that are finding 
new ways to safely engage 
and reconnect Ontarians 
with their local commu-
nities while creating local 
jobs.”

→ FROM 1

FESTIVALS: Helping organizations resume operations
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here Organizers of the Hike & Bike for Hospice 
Waterloo Region have been busy making 
plans for this year’s ninth annual fundraiser, 
set to take place next month. They’re now 
asking people to register online and either 
hold their own hike/bike virtually, between 
Aug. 23 and Sept. 19, or to join in person 
on Sept. 19 at The Gies Family Centre.
www.hospicewaterloo.ca

The Ontario government this week 
announced it’s providing an additional 
$7,988,900 to help the Region of Waterloo 
deliver critical services, create longer-term 
housing solutions and keep vulnerable 
people safe. That brings the total to nearly 
$28 million to support the region through 
Social Services Relief Funding (SSRF) since 
March 2020. 

Hike & Bike for Hospice New funding for region

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

A UNIQUE MURAL ON 
THE side of a barn popped 
up after the August long 
weekend for people to view 
as they drive past Commu-
nity Care Concepts office 
on the road between St. 
Jacobs and Elmira.

“It has brightened up 
my mornings – it reminds 
me of the culture and the 
climate that we’re in,” said 
Karla Rabidoux, manager 
of community programs at 
the agency.

The mural is the 
handiwork of Christine 
Partridge, the first such 
project she’s ever carried 
out. It came at the sugges-
tion of the buildings’ 
owners, Tim and Karen 
Cronin. 

“Christine was walking 
by one day and Tim said to 
her, ‘do you want to paint 
a mural?’ and she said 
‘I absolutely would love 
to.’ It’s her first time ever 
doing a mural, and when 

trying to choose what to 
put on it, Karen had a quilt 
as a child with that pattern 
and colouring in it.” 

Karen Cronin grew up in 
the house that now serves 
as an office for Community 
Care Concepts. Tim reno-
vated it eight or nine years 
ago to become the home 
for the agency. Before that 
it was a rural hardware 
store. They have a chicken 
coop and other farm 
features on the property 
that they enjoy visiting on 
their breaks. 

“This was just another 
way of brightening up 
things and recognizing the 
culture around us and the 
difficult time that we’ve 
had during COVID. As an 
essential support service, 
we worked all the way 
through this so we did just 
about everything we could 
– from little cookie craft 
jars to dropping off COVID 
bags and casseroles – and 
we always support local 
whenever we can. We did 

Barn mural draws on area’s quilting heritage

→ MAYO CLINIC 19

Christine Partridge painted the new mural on a barn behind the Community Care Concepts office. Justine Fraser

Most of us love the 
traditional foods 

of summer: burgers and 
dogs, creamy salads, 
yummy desserts. Unfor-
tunately, many of these 
foods tend not to be the 
stuff that's going to win 
any nutrition awards. 
Some might not be easy 
to pack and bring with, 
either.

That said, there are 
plenty of ways to have 
a healthy and delicious 
summer picnic. We broke 
out some of our favorite 
picnic-friendly foods, as 
well as some dishes to 
skip. Check out our picks 

for the best and worst 
picnic foods.

Best foods for a picnic
Here are some of our 

favorite easy-to-pack 
items that can be thrown 
together for a healthy, 
tasty meal outside.

Fruits and vegetables
Fresh produce is packed 

with vitamins, nutrients 
and water to help keep 
you hydrated and feeling 
your best. Vegetables are 
a low-calorie, high-fiber 
choice to scoop dips and 
enjoy with cheese. Fruits 
make a nutritious and 
refreshing sweet treat 

for when you're spend-
ing time in the sun. Prep 
ahead by washing and 
cutting up your produce 
in advance so all you have 
to do is enjoy it at your 
picnic.

Hummus and dips
Pair veggies, chips and 

crackers with a healthy 
and filling dip. Options 
like hummus, guacamole 
and bean dips are packed 
with protein, fiber and 
healthy fats to keep you 

feeling satisfied.
Cheese and deli meats
Cheeses and deli meats 

are a great way to add 
protein and flavor to a 
picnic. They are easy to 
bring on the go and simple 
to serve outside. Just make 
sure to pack perishable 
foods in a cooler and don't 
let them sit out for more 
than an hour.

Nuts and seeds
Nuts and seeds are 

filling, nutritious and add 
a welcome crunch to any 
picnic spread. They are 
shelf stable, making them 
a good choice for grab-
and-go snacks. Pair them 

First time mural painter Christine Partridge brings new colours to an old barn behind Community Care Concepts office

Best and worst foods for a picnic
with other healthy fats like 
olives, or add dried fruit 
for fiber and extra flavor.

Single-serving 
desserts

Bringing treats is a sweet 
way to finish off your 
picnic meal. Try desserts 
that are pre-portioned in 
single servings to keep 
things simple. Look for 
easy recipes for home-
made cookies, brownies, 
energy balls and more 
for your single-serving 
dessert needs.

Worst foods for a picnic
These foods are not as 

easy to pack, don't boast 

much nutrition and don't 
do well out in the sun. It's 
probably a good idea to 
skip these foods for your 
next picnic.

Potato salad
There's nothing inher-

ently bad about potatoes. 
They're actually a great 
source of vitamin C and 
fiber and boast some 
health benefits. However, 
they contain more calo-
ries than other veggies. 
Plus, most potato salads 
are smothered in way too 
much mayo, making this 
not the best food to sit out 
in the sun on hot days. 

▢ The Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Looking to improve your car’s night vision? 
Do your headlights seem less bright than they should be? 

Headlight lenses often become coloured or faded over time. 
We can perform a headlight restoration on your lenses. This makes them 
like new again without having to replace the whole headlight assemblies.

Schedule with us today and start seeing clearer! 

https://www.leroysautocare.net/contact-1  |  519-669-1082

Maintaining Your Car And Your Schedule.

→ MURAL 20
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ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

The 'cooking' for this 
breakfast happens 
while you're asleep

If you think oatmeal 
comes in a packet, think 

again. They know about 
oatmeal in Ireland and 
Scotland, where whole-
grain, steel-cut oats are 
popular. Yes, these slightly 
chewy oats take longer to 
cook than old-fashioned 
rolled oats (and way longer 
than instant oats in a 
packet), but the results are 
so much better.

To shorten the usual 

half-hour cooking time, 
start the process at night 
and then finish up in the 
morning. Another thing 
worth noting: The inclu-
sion of almond butter is 
unusual but adds cream-
iness and almond flavour 
throughout.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Overnight Oatmeal 
with Blueberries and Almonds

▢ 3 cups plus 1 cup 
water, measured sepa-
rately

▢ 1 cup steel-cut oats

▢ 1⁄4 teaspoon salt

▢ 1⁄2 cup blueberries

▢ 1⁄2 cup sliced almonds

▢ 3 tablespoons 
packed brown sugar

▢ 2 tablespoons 
almond butter

1. In a large sauce-
pan, bring 3 cups 
water to boil over high 
heat. Remove from 
heat and stir in oats 
and salt. Cover the 
saucepan with the lid 
and let sit overnight.

2.  In the morning, 
stir the remaining 1 
cup of water into the 
saucepan with the 
oats and bring to a 
boil over medium-high 

heat. Reduce heat to 
medium and cook, 
stirring occasionally, 
until the mixture is 
creamy and the oats 
are tender but chewy, 
4 to 6 minutes.

3. Remove from 
heat. Stir in blueber-
ries, almonds, sugar 
and almond butter. 
Cover and let sit for 
5 minutes. Serve.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

ↆ S U D O K U

MONDAY AUGUST 23
▢ Social Hesitancy? How to Cope Post-Vaccine & 
During Easing COVID Restrictions. Are you feeling 
awkward, uncomfortable, excited or downright 
scared with easing COVID restrictions? Join WCHC 
as we explore ways to address social & health 
anxiety, doable steps to re-connect & engage 
socially, communication & boundary settings. 
Registration is required for this virtual event, email 
gberihun@wchc.on.ca for your Zoom link.

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 Woolwich Community Services
 Woolwich Counseling Centre
 Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, 

Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND:

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor 
Sandy Shantz launched the Woolwich 
Residents Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf 
of Woolwich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongo-
ing needs experienced by Woolwich resi-
dents long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide 
one-time financial support to an appli-
cant. However, we realize that no two 
cases are the same. Unique situations may 
require further support that otherwise 
would not be accessible for the ongoing 
needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and 
funds that may be able to support and/or 
provide for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an 
application process are in place, it should 
be noted that in unique, complex, crisis 
and acute circumstances funds may be 
provided at the discretion of the Fund 
Review Committee, assuming the core 
criteria of the fund 
are met.

“What a great example of the barn-rais-
ing spirit that has always existed in Wool-
wich,” said Mayor Shantz about the Fund 
during her video announcement on what 
would have been the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival day. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
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ACROSS
1. Adversaries
5. Magazine revenue 

source
8. Fill-in
12. All the rage
15. Ancient Andean
16. Attaches a leaf 

blade to a stem
18. Role in Haydn's 

"The Creation"
19. Australian ballot
21. Ballpoint, e.g.
22. Draft holder
23. Ascend
24. Autocrats of old
26. Coffee maker
27. Kind of store
30. "A rat!"
32. Gaelic
33. "Darn it all!"
35. Expressed more 

than once
38. Beige
39. Archaic version of 

the word "ago"
40. Hijacked computer 

devices
41. Downhill racer
43. "___ la la!"
44. Adversary
45. Czechia
50. Break out
51. "Is that ___?"
52. Hoity-toity sorts
55. Relating to a chorus
59. Harsh
61. Dynasty in which 

Confucianism and 
Taoism emerged

62. Illness Anxiety Disorder
64. Bowlers
65. Awfully long time
66. Christian ___
67. Choir part
69. Protestant denom.
70. Physics lab device, 

for short
72. Missing from the 

Marines, say
74. Pickling liquid
76. Linda ___, 

Supergirl's alias
77. Money-oriented
81. Connections
82. Genre of light opera
83. Clothe
84. Band performance
85. 1987 Costner role
86. Churchyard tree in 

"Romeo and Juliet"
87. Guinea pigs, maybe

DOWN
1. Crack
2. Narrow
3. Unconventional
4. Saree
5. Clever
6. Cotillion girl
7. Comedy directed by 

Gregory La Cava
8. Aromatic Hydrocarbon
9. Emulated running 

mates?
10. Assembled
11. "Hey there!"
12. Anticoagulant
13. Direct

14. Stretched to the limit
17. U.N. arm
20. Bankrupt
25. Branch
28. Irish paramilitary group
29. Equal to one 

million ohms
31. Shish ___
34. Egyptian canal
36. Unprecedented
37. Gallaghers, Cowards, 

Fieldings
42. Archaeological find
44. Carry out
46. Secret store
47. More than one
48. Creep
49. Living together
53. Studies plants
54. The accused
55. Challie
56. Cleanliness
57. Second-person 

singular present 
simple form of open

58. Civil rights 
activist Parks

59. Rodents
60. ___ Tuesday 

(Mardi Gras)
63. Bloviates
68. Kimono sash
71. "Hurry up!"
73. It needs refinement
75. Common request
78. Flatter, in a way
79. Ended a fast
80. Police, with "the"

 ↆ X - W O R D

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

9:30am Outdoor Worship 
Service (EMC Parking Lot) 

The Parables of Jesus - The Parable of the Sower
www.elmiramennonite.caErv Wiens Preaching

All public health directives will be followed. 
Please bring your own lawn chair. 

Rain Location: EMC Sanctuary Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

Greek-style Lemon Chicken with Dip
 ▢ 1.5 lb boneless 

chicken thighs or 
breasts

 ▢ 5 large cloves 
garlic, minced

 ▢ 1/3 cup extra virgin 
olive oil 

 ▢ Juice of half a 

lemon

 ▢ 1/4 cup  dry white 
wine

 ▢ 3 Tbsp. chopped 
fresh parsley

 ▢ 1 Tbsp. chopped 
fresh mint

 ▢ 1 Tbsp. chopped 
dried Greek oregano

 ▢ 1 tbsp chopped 
fresh rosemary

 ▢ 1 tsp. salt

 ▢ 1/2 tsp. freshly 
ground black pepper

A BBQ chicken with  
a taste of Greece

OK, it’s still summer-
time and a great time 

to be cooking outside on a 
hot grill.

Everybody loves a good 
BBQ chicken, but this time 
we’re going to go Greek 
style instead of traditional 
North American BBQ.

It’s a simple concept 
to marinate the chicken, 
which will give it great 
flavour (not spicy, but 
flavourful) and also create 
and maintain moisture.

In a world that some-
times seems more and 
more divided, it’s great to 
use food to create bridges 
between us! 

Greek cuisine is a 
perfect balance between 
Middle Eastern and Medi-

terranean cuisines.
The word “yogurt” 

itself is of Turkish origin, 
meaning to be curdled or 
coagulated.

Normally we like to 
prevent bacteria from 
getting into food, however 
we’ve been purposely 
adding bacteria into milk, 
one of  the most perishable 
of all foods, on purpose for 
thousands of years.

This is not to be done 
willy-nilly, however, as 
of course many bacteria 
are quite harmful. But 
the bacteria used in the 

production of yogurt and 
cheeses is found naturally 
on certain plants, and, like 
most things, was likely 
discovered by accident.

The production of 
yogurts and cheeses was 
a way to help prolong the 
shelf life of milk, that 
very perishable food. Yes, 
people, bacteria saves 
lives!

We discovered that 
these creations were also 
very delicious and had 
many practical applica-
tions – even though we 
have many ways in the 
modern world to keep 
food fresh longer, we still 
enjoy making (and eating) 
these great dairy concoc-
tions. 

 ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of 
St. Jacobs, which hosts private events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast and lunch 
in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

CHEF   
DUFF  

Recipes from  
the chef's table

Think grain salads or bean 
salads for more picnic-
friendly options.

Chocolate
We all love chocolate 

and it boasts some serious 
health benefits, but unfor-

tunately, it's not the best 
picnic food. Chocolate 
melts, which can cause a 
serious mess. Pack fresh 
or dried fruit or single-
serve desserts instead.

Fish and seafood
Fish and seafood are 

super-healthy foods, but 
they don't travel well. 
Instead, bring sturdier 
protein foods like cheese, 
hummus, nuts and deli 
meats, making sure to 
keep perishable items in a 
cooler.

MAYO CLINIC: Helping you make good choices on the go
→ FROM 17

1. To make marinated 
chicken: In large bowl, 
combine chicken, garlic, 
lemon, olive oil, wine, 
parsley, mint, oregano, 
rosemary, salt and 
pepper. Cover with plastic 
wrap; refrigerate 1 hour.

2. To make yogurt dip:  

In small bowl, stir together 
yogurt, garlic, lemon 
juice, parsley and mint 
until combined. Drizzle 
with olive oil; refriger-
ate until ready to use.

3. Preheat barbecue 
to medium-high heat.

4. Place chicken on 
grill. Cook for 5 to 6 
minutes per side or until 
cooked through. Arrange 
chicken on a platter. 
Serve with yogurt dip. 

5. If desired, serve 
with lemon-infused 
roasted potatoes.

 ▢ 1 cup  plain Greek 
yogurt

 ▢ 1 clove garlic, 
minced

 ▢ 1 Tbsp.  fresh 
lemon juice

 ▢ 2 Tbsp. chopped 
fresh parsley

 ▢ 1 Tbsp. chopped 
fresh mint

 ▢ 1 tsp. extra virgin 
olive oil

Yogurt Dip:

Clinic offers up tips about what to pack for a picnic, and what to avoid. 
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HELP WANTED
Country Lane Builders is a proven 

leader in the construction industry.  
We encourage innovation, and support 

our staff to be the best they can be 
through our communication, mutual 

respect & integrity.
If you are looking for a career 

opportunity with a competitive wage 
& benefit package, please email your 

resume to jeff@clbuilders.ca 
Experience preferred but not required.  

FULL TIME FRAMING 
& TRIM CARPENTERS

required for a growing construction 
company based in Hawkesville.

Master Craftsmen of Fine Homes & Interiors

a lot of that, and it’s just 
been a lot of camaraderie 
here, a few of us on our 
lunch break were sitting 
out watching Christine 
while she painted – it was 
just another way of bring-
ing our team together,” 
said Rabidoux.

Partridge has been a day 
program assistant with 
Community Care Concepts 
for more than two years. 
The barn is her first mural, 
but she hosts several art 
programs for her clients. 

“Karen, she’s Tim’s wife 
and she grew up on that 
property, she mentioned 
she liked when barns 
had quilt squares. And 
her grandma made her 
a broken star quilt and 
she used it until it was in 
scraps, and she had one 
other one that a girl made 
that’s the same pattern. So, 
it’s a nice kind of dedica-

tion to her,” said Partridge 
of the inspiration behind 
her creation.

Partridge learned how 
to use a tractor bucket to 
reach the high places while 
painting the mural on the 
barn. It took her 25 hours 
to paint it over the span 
of the long weekend in 
August. She captured her 
progress using a time lapse 
video so she could show 
her clients. 

“The Cronin family 
was painting the door just 
white, and as a joke Tim 
said, ‘Are you an artist, do 
you want to paint a mural?’ 
And I always wanted to do 
one, so I went for it,” added 
Partridge.

The mural can be viewed 
easily from Arthur Street, 
but it has also helped 
to brighten the day of 
the people that work at 
Community Care Concepts 
or visitors, Rabidoux noted 

she’s already had several 
positive comments from 
Meals on Wheels volun-
teers.

“We love it. A lot of our 
clients and people who 
come by are just fasci-
nated by it, especially the 
Mennonite community – I 
think it meant a lot to just 
do something that’s such 
a big part of their culture,” 
said Rabidoux.

“We have her and a 
number of other staff 
who have done the most 
creative artsy things – we 
have another girl who 
does signs for everybody 
and things like that, so 
I’m really thankful and 
on behalf of my executive 
director Cathy Harrington, 
we both would want to 
thank all of our staff for 
all the creativity and ideas 
that we bring to the table 
to serve the clients in the 
township,” said Rabidoux

MURAL: Her first such project generating a lot of feedback
→ FROM 17

Quilt-based project was inspired by property owners Tim and Karen Cronin. Justine Fraser


