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Free In-Store AppraisalsFree In-Store Appraisals

www.elmiragolfclub.com  | 519.669.1652www.elmiragolfclub.com  | 519.669.1652519.669.1652
BOOK YOUR TEE-TIMES ONLINE

519.669.1652www.elmiragolfclub.com  | 519.669.1652519.669.1652
40 Eldale Road, Elmira

ELMIRA INTRODUCES A NEW TEE CONFIGURATIONELMIRA INTRODUCES A NEW TEE CONFIGURATION
• 16 new tee decks 
•  8 rated yardage options 
•  4 new colours added to our back tees 
   (gold, silver, bronze, green)
•  3 new combo transition tees
•  Find your yardage, keep safe and keep a 2-hr/9-hole pace www.elmiragolfclub.com  www.elmiragolfclub.com  www.elmiragolfclub.com  www.elmiragolfclub.com  

BOOK YOUR TEE-TIMES ONLINEBOOK YOUR TEE-TIMES ONLINEBOOK YOUR TEE-TIMES ONLINEBOOK YOUR TEE-TIMES ONLINEBOOK YOUR TEE-TIMES ONLINEBOOK YOUR TEE-TIMES ONLINEBOOK YOUR TEE-TIMES ONLINE

PLAY   PRACTICE   DINE   SHOP PLAY   PRACTICE   DINE   SHOP GOLF GIVES BACK    FREE JR COBRA CLUBS TO USEPLAY   PRACTICE   DINE   SHOP GOLF GIVES BACK    FREE JR COBRA CLUBS TO USE

FAMILY FUN - DAY SUNDAYFAMILY FUN - DAY SUNDAYFAMILY FUN - DAY SUNDAY
AFTER 2:30 P.M.  All juniors (16 & under) playing 

with a regular paying adult can play for FREE*
*Sundays only. One junior per adult.

PLAY   PRACTICE   DINE   SHOP 

Daily until Labour Day, One family (with juniors) can play for 
free until dusk after the last tee-time. Call for booking details. 

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

LOOKING FOR SOME 
MOVEMENT ON its 
application for a gravel 
pit near Maryhill, Capital 
Paving wants a provincial 
tribunal to weigh in rather 
than waiting on Woolwich 
Township to decide.

The move takes the 
decision out of council’s 
hands, though it will have 
to decide what course 
it wants to take at the 
Ontario Land Tribunal 
(OLT) hearing. Council-
lors were slated to hear 
from the public at a meet-
ing on August 10, the date 
to which they deferred 
a decision following a 
special session July 13 at 
which a long list of resi-
dents expressed opposi-
tion to the plan.

Capital Paving wants 
to develop an extraction 
operation on a 230-acre 
site centered on 1195 Foer-
ster Rd., south of Mary-
hill. The firm estimates 
the site contains three 
million tonnes of aggre-
gate materials. While the 
pit application looks to 
extract 500,000 tonnes 
per year, Capital predicts 
it would remove about 
half that much annually, 

Decision on Maryhill 
gravel pit to be made 
at provincial tribunal

meaning the pit would be 
in operation for 12 to 15 
years. 

In launching a pre-emp-
tive appeal to the OLT, 
Capital Paving indicated 
it wasn’t prepared to 
wait any longer while the 
township considered the 
issue.

“After a two-year 
municipal review, which 
included extensive peer 
reviews, it now appears 
that Capital Paving’s 
Shantz Station Pit applica-
tion is stalled. We believe 
it is in the best interest of 
everyone that the appli-
cation be resolved by an 
appeal to the Ontario 
Land Tribunal,” said 
George Lourenco, the 
company’s resources 
manager, in an email.

“Capital is appealing 
because we’ve met the 
requirements of both 
the region and township 
official plans, satisfied all 
peer reviewers hired by 
the municipalities, and 
received a recommenda-
tion by township staff to 
approve an official plan 
amendment and zone 
change.  Despite this, 
council’s decision has 
been deferred twice with 
no indication of decision 

→ GRAVEL PIT 4

Fred Drexler of Fred’s Greenhouse & Nursery sees a proposed 
pit as a threat to the operation. Alex Filipe

Alex Filipe
For Observer

AMONG THE MOST 
VOCAL OPPONENTS of 
a gravel pit proposed for 
a site south of Maryhill, 
Fred’s Greenhouse & Nurs-
ery is pushing for officials 
to reject the application 
from Capital Paving.

A multi-faceted oper-
ation, the owners see 
many pitfalls in line with 
community concerns 
about noise, dust and 
dangers due to increased 
truck traffic.

Situated next door to 
the pit location, Fred’s 
Greenhouse is about more 
than selling plants. It’s a 

multi-generational family 
business, a cat rescue 
operation and a site for 
education about Indig-
enous culture through 
farming, among other 
offerings, with all at risk 
due to the bid to mine 
gravel on 230 acres of 
farmland centered on 1195 
Foerster Rd.

“To be honest, I’m 
incredibly anxious about 
the future of the land, full 
stop, because I believe 
those programs will come 
to an end,” said Lisa 
Hodgkinson, a teacher 
at Resurrection Catholic 
Secondary School whose 
family owns the land her 

→ GREENHOUSE 14

Nearby greenhouse operation 
sees plenty to worry about 
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Open f� Busine�

Downtown Elmira businesses are excited to welcome you back into 
their shops! It isn’t business as usual but, by taking recommended 
precautions, it will be safe for you and staff. 

Thank you for your
continued support!
Local businesses need your support now 
more than ever before. We will recover 
with your strong local support. 

SOCIAL
DISTANCING

ENHANCED
DISINFECTION

HAND
SANITIZER

WASHING
HANDS

DELIVERY
OPTIONS

TEL: 519-669-8225

TEL: 519-669-4032

TEL: 519-669-1480 TEL: 519-210-0608

TEL: 519-669-5655 TEL: 519-669-5161

TEL: 519-669-5537

TEL: 519-669-5071

TEL: 519-669-1533

TEL: 519-669-0374

TEL: 519-669-3441TEL: 519-669-1129

TEL: 519-669-8282

TEL: 519-669-1152

TEL: 519-669-5077 TEL: 519-669-8362

TEL: 519-669-5353 TEL: 519- 841-9932

TEL: 519-210-3333

TEL: 519-669-2772

TEL: 519-669-4425

TEL: 519-210-0066 TEL: 519-669-3349

TEL: 519-669-5477

TEL: 519-669-3030

TEL: 519-669-5419

TEL: 519-669-2820

TEL: 519-669-1212

TEL: 519-669-3284

TEL: 519-669-5471TEL: 519-669-3494

Sandelli
Massage Therapy

& A�ociates

TEL: 519-669-3939 TEL: 519-669-8991

Visit Downtown  Sidewalk Sale on now

TEL: 519-669-1611

TEL: 519-669-3658

TEL: 519-669-8234

SANITIZER

TEL: 519-669-3939 TEL: 519-210-3030

TEL: 519-669-9339

TEL: 226-600-3502
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three The Grand River Transit vaccination bus will 
be visiting the Linwood Community Centre, 
located at 5279 Ament Line, on Thursdays, 
Aug. 5, 12 and 19, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. First and second doses are available. 
Similar stops are planned for Elmira Aug. 5, 
in conjunction with the sidewalk sale, and 
St. Jacobs.

Elmira hasn’t been immune to the recent 
Pokémon Go craze. If you think you’ve been 
noticing more people downtown lately, it might 
have to do with the launch of the free game 
in Canada last month. The location-based 
game allows those with data plans on their 
smart phones to virtually catch Pokémon 
by walking around their neighbourhood.
From the Aug. 4, 2016 edition of The Observer

Busing in the vaccine From the archives

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H

Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Simon Zenker’s performance launched the return of WCS activities last month in Elmira’s Bolender Park. Alex Filipe

WCS kicks off events, helping the 
community return to normal

Alex Filipe
For Observer

FOR FAMILIES LOOK-
ING FOR SOMETHING to 
do this summer, Woolwich 
Community Services 
(WCS) has you covered.

Given that the agency 
has events planned 
Monday to Saturday 
every week, including 
live performances every 
Wednesday, WCS commu-
nity engagement coordi-
nator Leigh-Anne Quinn 
said she hopes families 
will spend more time 
outside than the previous, 
lockdown year.

“The intention with the 
events that we’re having 
is about social inclusion, 
and getting people out 

in the community. It’s 
been so long since we’ve 
been able to do anything,” 
said Quinn. “The point is 
bringing [the] community 
together. Trying to create 
a sense of normal again.”

As WCS looks to instill 
a sense of normalcy again 
in the community, juggler 
and children’s performer 
Simon Zenker’s act is 
anything but normal. 
Zenker was the first 
performer to be featured 
during WCS’ Wacky 
Wednesdays, which aims 
to provide families with 
an hour of free activities to 
break up the day.

“I love to perform,” 
said Zenker following 
a performance July 14 
in Bolender Park. “The 

type of performing that 
I really picked up was 
doing shows like this, live 
in person and interactive 
shows.”

The Elmira resident said 
he’s excited to get out and 
perform in person again. 
During the pandemic the 
performer had to adapt 
his act to suit the digital 
space, something he did 
successfully after having 
more than 110 virtual 
bookings. But for Zenker, 
the real enjoyment comes 
from giving back to the 
community he lives in 
through his performances.

“Last year I did tons 
of shows for the Elmira 
group homes. And I’ve 
been very involved with 
lots of community festi- → WCS 4

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

MIDWAY THROUGH 
THE RECONSTRUC-
TION OF Union Street in 
Elmira, residents still have 
concerns about detoured 
traffic through their neigh-
bourhood.

Mitigation efforts such 
as a speed sign and talking 
with trucking companies 
have reduced the number 
of complaints to the town-
ship, says project manager 
Ryan Tucker. 

But residents aren’t 
convinced.

“The slowdown in 
complaints is from 
complaint fatigue and 
fatigue in general. I can 
guarantee you there are 
many very unhappy 
residents still. As neigh-
bours, we do talk to one 
another and are not at all 
happy about the situation. 
The key issues are noise 
and speeding,” said Duke 
Street’s Lee Ann Smith.

“I just watched a trans-
port truck drive over the 
corner of my neighbour’s 
lawn, literally two minutes 
ago. Also, there is chronic 
speeding, especially from 
drivers who have now 
found a new shortcut to 
and from work. 

“The noise is ridiculous 
and starts with trucks 
before 5 a.m., hitting every 
bump and dip created from 
the heavy trucks. I don’t 
see how the noise bylaw 
does not apply here. I have 
all my windows closed and 
fan on and still hear the 
banging and feel the vibra-
tions every morning.”

Tucker said the detour 
route wasn’t ideal, but the 

township had few options 
given the location.

“We try to detour traffic 
to regional roads, unfortu-
nately we did have to use 
some of our residential 
roads,” he said.

The work that began in 
the spring is expected to 
run through November 
as crews carry out the 
$4.9-million reconstruc-
tion project at Union, 
Bauman and College 
streets. 

The timing means 
neighbourhood concerns 
will continue for months 
yet, said resident Mallory 
Germann.

“There are numerous 
reasons that the prolonged 
closure of the end of Union 
has inconvenienced our 
neighbourhood. The first 
being that when they 
began construction they 
did not seem to have a 
back-up plan in place for 
the flow of traffic, and 
appeared to scramble to 
reroute traffic through our 
street as a result.  There 
was no warning to our 
area that there would be 
increased traffic possibili-
ties prior to this construc-
tion breaking ground, yet 
we were given a year and a 
half notice on the upcom-
ing construction that will 
be happening on Duke in 
2022,” she said in an email.

“Secondly, as a result 
of there being many large 
transport trucks and farm 
equipment being directed 
to use our street in place of 
Union, they decided they 
would place temporary 
emergency no parking 
lawn plackets disallowing 
parking on my side of the 

Residents concerned 
about Union Street 
detour traffic

→ UNION STREET 4

vals,” said Zenker. “I love 
helping out and entertain-
ing the community.”

Ten-year-old Carson 
Towns had seen Zenker 
perform digitally before, 
but being able to witness 
his death-defying, 
machete-juggling, balanc-
ing act in person brought 
out a different experience.

“I’ve seen [Zenker] at 
school,” said Carson. “I 
didn’t recognize some of 
the stunts – I liked it.”

Don’t fret if you’ve 
missed out seeing Zenker, 
who can be found at 
facebook.com/SimonZen-
kerJuggler, WCS has 
more acts lined up for 
the week involving yoga, 
police activities and even 
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Experience Ontario 
all over again.
There’s so much to rediscover in Ontario. From endless 
parks and trails to bustling cities and local businesses.

Let’s get back to exploring Ontario.

Get started today at 
destinationontario.com

$6.99

SUMMER 
SAUSAGE 
CHUBS     

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$8.19 /lbTURKEY BREAST    

$18.99ea
Reg.$21.99 ea

/lb

DELI SLICED SMOKED 

at the August 10 meeting. 
We feel an appeal to the 
OLT is best way to proceed 
with our application.”

The move likely indi-
cates the company was 
worried about which 
way the wind was blow-
ing in council’s assess-
ment of the application 
for a gravel operation, 
suggested Bonnie Bryant 
of the Hopewell Creek 
Ratepayers Association, 
which is leading the 
charge against the project.

“I don’t think they like 
the way the meeting was 
going,” she said, adding 

Trusted local 
news for 
twenty-five 
years.

street.”
Detoured traffic contin-

ues to be a problem, the 
residents say, noting trucks 
and other heavy vehicles 
are the most worrisome.

I live at the four-way 
stop, and it has always 
been an issue of people 
not stopping properly at 
it, making me uneasy with 
two young children. With 
increased traffic, so many 
more are not stopping, or 
stopping properly after 
speeding and making such 
a racket with air brakes, 

the association will be 
looking for standing at 
the OLT hearing.

“We definitely want to 
be involved because this 
pit is not in the right loca-
tion. We’re not opposed 
to gravel pits, we’re 
opposed to the location of 
this particular pit. With 
the businesses and the 
community,  there’s just 
more wrong than there 
is right with this pit – the 
wetlands, the water and 
all the issues, like prime 
agricultural farmland.”

Whether the issue 
remains on council’s 
August 10 agenda will 

as well.  A small street 
like ours is not meant to 
handle such large vehicles 
with such frequency,” said 
Germann.

While Tucker notes 
complaints have petered 
off, there are no other 
options for rerouting 
traffic while construc-
tion continues through 
November. Currently, the 
work is about two weeks 
behind schedule due to 
unexpected discoveries 
once excavation began and 
supply shortages related to 
the pandemic.

GRAVEL PIT:  Council will be seeking legal advice about how to proceed

UNION STREET:  Construction 
proves disruptive to neighbourhood

a falconer. Also every 
Thursday those with an 
empty stomach can visit 5 
Memorial Ave. at noon for 
a free hotdog.

A full list of weekly 
activities can be found on 
the WCS website at www.
woolwichcommunityser-
vices.org.

The overall goal for WCS 
is to foster more connec-
tions between members 
of the community. 
Something that was lost 

during the lockdowns and 
social distancing of the 
pandemic.

“It’s a great way for 
people to make connec-
tions with one another. 
You may meet someone 
that you don’t know or 
you may meet somebody 
you’ve never had the 
opportunity to meet and 
chat with,” said Quinn. 
“I think it’s just a very 
positive social inclusion 
program for our commu-
nity.”

WCS:  Agency looking for ways
to boost connections after lockdown

→ FROM 3

→ FROM 3

→ FROM 1 depend on Capital 
formally filing an appeal 
to the OLT, said David 
Brenneman, Woolwich’s 
chief administrative 
officer. At that point, the 
township will be seeking 
advice from its lawyers 
about how to proceed.

“Council will have to 
decide what its position 
will be,” he said, noting 
Capital’s move wasn’t 
expected, but wasn’t a 
complete surprise given 
the township’s experience 
with similar appeals to 
the tribunal during past 
planning applications.

Planned as a lead-in to 
the public meeting next 

week, a rally organized 
by the Hopewell Creek 
Ratepayers Association 
will go ahead as planned 
on Sunday, Bryant said. 
The goal is to draw atten-
tion to the impacts the 
proposed pit would have 
on the Maryhill commu-
nity, its groundwater and 
provincially significant 
wetlands.

The rally will be leaving 
the community centre 
at 1 p.m. on Sunday and 
heading to the vicinity 
of the proposed site on 
Foerster Road. There will 
be speakers, including the 
Wellington Water Watch-
ers. 
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JULY 24

7:07 PM | Police received 
a report of a stolen licence 
plate at a barn in the area 
of Durant Road in Wool-
wich Township. The 
licence plate belonged 
to a horse trailer and is 
believed to have been 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Operation Safe Driver results in 373 charges in Waterloo Region
Waterloo Regional 

Police stopped 475 vehi-
cles and laid a total of 373 
charges during Operation 
Safe Driver, a campaign 
held in partnership with 
the Commercial Vehicle 
Safety Alliance that ran 
July 11-17.

The campaign focused 
on reducing deaths and 
injuries involving large 
trucks, buses and cars 
due to impaired driv-
ing, distracted driving, 

improper seatbelt use, 
excessive speed and fail-
ing to obey intersection 
controls.

This year, speeding 
was identified as the 
main target of the oper-
ation.

“While the campaign 
is over, our commitment 
to road safety is not, 
and we will continue 
to target speeding and 
other dangerous driving 
behaviours that make 

our roads less safe for 
everyone.” said acting 
Staff Sgt. Mark Hammer 
in a release.

In total, the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service 
laid the following charges 
during Operation Safe 
Driver: 
• Speeding charges 

(including 3 stunt driv-
ing charges): 174

• Impaired-related 
charges: 3

• Distracted driving 

but non-life-threaten-
ing injuries. As a result 
of the collision, Shantz 
Station Road was closed 
for several hours while 
investigators remained on 
the scene. Witnesses or 
anyone with information 
is asked to contact the 
Traffic Services Unit at 
519-570-9777, ext. 8856.

JULY 30

8:24 AM | Emergency 
crews responded to a 
collision on Listowel 
Road at Floradale Road 
in Elmira. A white Toyota 
Yaris was travelling south 
on Floradale Road when 
it was struck by a large 
commercial truck that 
was travelling west on 
Listowel Road. The colli-
sion caused the truck to 
flip over. The driver of 
the Toyota, a 46-year-
old Elmira woman, was 
airlifted to an out-of-re-
gion hospital with serious, 
but non-life-threatening 
injuries. A 2-year-old 
child, also a passenger in 
the Toyota, was taken to 
a local hospital with seri-
ous, but non-life-threat-
ening injuries. The driver 
of the commercial motor 
vehicle, a 64-year-old 
Brampton man, did not 
sustain any injuries. As 
a result of the collision, 
Listowel Road was closed 
for several hours while 
investigators remained on 
scene. The investigation 
remains ongoing, with 
charges pending. Anyone 
who witnessed the colli-
sion is asked to contact 
the Traffic Services Unit 
at 519-570-9777, ext. 
8856.

A collision between a transport truck and a car at Floradale and Listowel roads July 30 caused two people to be transportated to hospital, 
with the air ambulance making its second trip to Elmira in a week.  Joe Merlihan

DENNIS KUEPFER - MILLBANK - (519) 595-4362

• RETAINING WALLS
• DRAINAGE TILES & REPAIRS,
   CATCH BASIN, ETC.

• SPECIALIZE IN SEPTIC SYSTEMS

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS!

1810929C
N

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, 
underwriter of automobile and property insurance or Desjardins Financial 
Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance products. 
Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the 
Fédération des caisses Desjardins du Québec, used under licence.

State Farm branded policies are underwritten by Certas Home 
and Auto Insurance Company. 
®State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks 
owned by State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, used  
under licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company and certain 
of its affiliates.

IS NOW

Better things come from someone who knows you. 
Call today to get a quote.

Bring  
your savings  
together 

Jeff Watkin, Agent  
Suite 204A 151 Frobisher Dr 
Waterloo  ON  N2V 2C9 
519-886-4470
jeff@jeffwatkin.com
www.jeffwatkin.com

charges (handheld 
device): 8

• Seatbelt charges: 6
• Dangerous Driv-

ing (Criminal Code 
Charges): 5

• Compulsory Automobile 
Insurance Act: 28

• Other Highway Traffic 
Act charges: 149
Officers also conducted 

25 commercial motor 
vehicle inspections, and 
took 10 commercial motor 
vehicles out of service.

stolen sometime during 
the month of July. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.

7:39 PM |  Water-
loo Regional  Pol ice 
responded to a collision 

involving an e-bike and 
an SUV in the area of 
Huron Street and Stone 
Street in New Hamburg. 
The rider of the bike lost 
control and struck the 
SUV. The rider was later 
transported to hospital 
for an assessment, but 
did not suffer serious 

injuries. The investigation 
revealed that the rider 
lost control on the wet 
road and slid, causing the 
collision. 

JULY 25

4:59 PM | Police made 
a traffic stop on Moser 

Young Road in Wellesley 
Township, charging the 
drive with ‘stunt driv-
ing’ and ‘speeding,’ and 
impounding their vehicle.

JULY 28

9:45 AM | A 58-year-old 
Elmira man died following 
a collision between the 
motorcycle he was riding 
and a horse-drawn buggy 
on Church Street, just 
east of Arthur Street in 
Elmira. It was the region’s 
eighth fatal collision of 
the year. Police say the 
buggy was travelling 
east on Church Street 
and the motorcycle was 
travelling west on Church 
Street towards Arthur 
Street when the collision 
occurred. Emergency 
crews responded to the 
scene, and the motor-
cyclist was transported 
by ambulance to hospi-
tal, where he was later 
pronounced deceased. 
The investigation is ongo-
ing, with police asking 
anyone with information 
to call them at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477. 

3:30 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police are inves-
tigating a single-vehi-
cle collision on Shantz 
Station Road at the CN 
RAIL overpass east of 
Breslau. A purple RAM 
Durango pickup truck 
was travelling north on 
Shantz Station Road when 
the driver lost control, 
striking the guardrail 
and bridge supports. 
The 49-year-old male 
driver was transported 
to hospital with serious 
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “The issues that existed before the 
pandemic have been heightened for many 
farmers, both as business owners and as 
community members. We heard stories 
about the difficulties many of our members 
faced, but we also heard about new oppor-
tunities and a strong hope for the future.”
CFFO president Ed Scharringa comments on a new report, 
“Strengthening Community: Addressing the Human Side 
in a Crisis.”

When we asked Canadians which federal 
party leader would make the best prime 
minister of Canada, 27% said Justin 
Trudeau, 19% said Jagmeet Singh, 11% said 
Erin O’Toole. Nearly half (48%) of Cana-
dians think the Liberal Party of Canada, 
which has a 7-point lead over the Conser-
vatives, will win the next federal election.  
Leger poll

Verbatim The Monitor

If a year and half ago anyone had said we’d still be 
living under imposed restrictions for what was then 
a fledgling new virus, most of us would have scoffed. 
Today, however, we know that to be the case.

While we’ve embraced the vaccines developed to combat 
COVID-19 and the economy is now reopening more fully, 
we’re far from out of the woods. Canadians have been accept-
ing of public health measures, but we’ve chafed at the likes of 
masked mandates and closures that have inflicted economic 
pain. We’re sliding into more controversial territory with talk 
of mandatory vaccinations and vaccine passports.

This week, for instance, the Canadian Medical Association 
(CMA) and the Canadian Nurses Association (CNA) called 
for mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations for health care work-
ers. This makes sense, as we expect such people  to take all 
precautions ahead of treating patients. The same goes for 
other frontline workers such as those in long-term care facil-
ities. 

Likewise, even those in the hospitality industry face 
elevated expectations as people decide if they feel safe 
enough returning to restaurants, bars and theatres. 

Across the board, workers face the prospect of vaccination 
requirements ... or seeking a new job. 

More fraught with ethical quandaries are potential restric-
tions on unvaccinated people, such as preventing them from 
returning to the likes of concert venues, sporting events and 
movie theatres. That would certainly be in keeping with 
government policies tying the reopening of the economy 
to vaccination levels – the more of us are vaccinated, the 
quicker we can return to normal, or so the message goes.

But how are we to tell the vaccinated from the unvacci-
nated? Does that mean some kind of paperwork, the so-called 
vaccine passport? For something like airline travel, screening 
is already the norm, so there would be little extra imposition, 
but the logistics of asking everyone entering, say, an arena 
for their papers is not only onerous, but smacks of the kind of 
control that should give us all pause.

The country’s privacy commissioners certainly have 
concerns. Noting that vaccine passports would allow people 
to travel and gather again and could support economic 
recovery while protecting public health, those experts see 
red flags, and the need to protect our privacy. Such passports 
would require individuals to disclose personal health infor-
mation about their vaccine or immunity status in exchange, 
potentially, for access to goods and services, for example, 
restaurants, sporting events and airline travel. Is that a fair 
tradeoff?

They also note that any personal health information 
collected through vaccine passports should be destroyed 
and vaccine passports decommissioned when the pandemic 
is declared over by public health officials or when vaccine 
passports are determined not to be a necessary, effective 
or proportionate response to address their public health 
purposes. Vaccine passports should not be used for any 
purpose other than COVID-19.

Once implemented, however, such passports put us on 
a slippery slope, with governments having a new course of 
action that can be used for some other crisis, real or imag-
ined. Elected officials and bureaucrats are never eager to put 
a genie back in its bottle.

No such action would be needed if we were able to get 
a handle on the virus. It’s unlikely to be eradicated, but 
near-universal vaccination – there are always going to be 
those unable to get the shot for sound medical reasons – 
would help slow both the spread and the instances of new 
mutations. 

The resurgence of illnesses such as measles, mumps and 
whooping cough demonstrate what happens when vaccina-
tion rates fall. With so much at stake, we can’t afford to go 
down that road with COVID-19, nor with the next pandemic.

Vaccine hesitancy could 
prompt overreach

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Peru holds the current 
record for revolving pres-

idents (three came and went 
in a month last November), for 
coronavirus deaths (almost 
6,000 per million), and for the 
youngest-looking president 
(seen from afar, under his 
trademark 20-gallon straw hat, 
he looks like a 13-year-old boy). 
But appearances are deceiving.

Pedro Castillo, inaugurated 
as president last week, is actu-
ally 51 years old. The coronavi-
rus death toll is so high because 
the Peruvians are telling the 
truth about what happened: 
the real numbers for places like 
India and Brazil are probably 
worse. And Peruvian elections 
are actually quite clean. It’s the 
politics that’s dirty.

So dirty that every single 
president since 1985 has been 
impeached or jailed for corrup-
tion and other offences, except 
one still awaiting trial, one 
under house arrest, and one 
awaiting extradition from the 
United States. (But note that 
this suggests the rule of law 
does survive in Peru.)

Even Keiko Fujimori, the 
hard-right presidential candi-
date who came within 40,000 
votes (out of 19 million) of 
beating Pedro Castillo in the 
run-off election in June, has 

Peru: probably not a Lula, 
but maybe a Morales

ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

been in and out of jail in the 
past two years over allegations 
of money laundering. (Her 
father, ex-president Alberto 
Fujimori, is doing 25 years in 
jail for corruption and human 
rights abuses.)

Yet amidst all this, the June 
election was judged to be free 
and fair by observers from 
the Organization of American 
States, the European Union 
and the U.S. State Department. 
Everybody waited patiently 
for more than a month while 
the votes were counted and 
court challenges by Fujimori 
were dismissed. And in the 
end she didn’t do a Trump. She 
accepted the result.

A better performance than 
some countries could boast – 
but last Friday Castillo trig-
gered a new panic. He has little 
political experience, and until 
2017 was a high school principal 
in a poor town in the Andes. 
Then he led a teachers’ strike 
and became nationally known, 
but the first political advisers 
he took on were mostly devout 
Marxists.

Poor and indigenous Peruvi-

ans, Castillo’s natural political 
audience, are mostly on the left, 
but classic Marxism is not their 
dish of choice. Almost 70,000 
people, most of them poor, 
indigenous highlanders, were 
killed during in the long war 
waged by the Maoist Shining 
Path rebels in the 1980s and 
1990s, and nobody wants that 
back.

So Castillo began moderat-
ing his language during  the 
election campaign. Once he 
was going to nationalize every-
thing in sight; now he will just 
tax foreign mining companies 
more heavily. He talked about 
rewriting the constitution, but 
he has fewer than a third of the 
seats in Congress. Nevertheless 
the business elite and the whole 
middle class are in a flat panic.

“There’s one candidate who’s 
a leap into the void and could 
set us back 50 years, and on 
the other side is the dictator’s 
daughter,” said Peruvian novel-
ist Carlos Dávalos. “It’s a choice 
between dying of hunger and 
dying of indignity.” And the 
best-known writer of the previ-
ous generation, Mario Vargas 
Llosa, said Fujimori was “the 
lesser of two evils.”

They do love their drama, 
the Peruvian middle classes, so 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 8
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KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

Given enough time, we become nostalgic for summers of our youth

plunge – were perfect 
places for catching 
tadpoles, frogs and turtles. 
Pick-up baseball games 
– there was always one 
to be joined – combined 
athletics with a chance to 
bake in the sun … and go 
home with your shoes and 
underwear full of sand.

Running through yards 
and hedges playing hide-
and-seek or chase led to 
scratches, scrapes and 
burrs in your hair.

Hands that were always 
covered in something – 
bicycle grease or perhaps 
the mysterious stuff accu-
mulated by the Frisbee – 
only saw a nailbrush when 
mom got a close look.

A rope stretched 
between backyard trees 
and covered with a blanket 
was perfect for camping 
out overnight.

Even as we grew older, 
into adolescence and 
high school, we were still 
outside more often than 
not: campfire barbeques 
that offered the chance to 
simply watch the sparks 
fly, and co-ed touch-foot-
ball games where you 
could make them yourself, 
with no thought to the 
laundry as you rolled in 
the grass.

Even just sitting around, 
you had no qualms about 
using boulders, logs or 
the lawn itself as a perch. 
Blades of grass or leaves 
– maples stripped of the 
green stuff so that only the 
skeleton remained – were 
always close to hand, and 
responsible for the green 
stains on your fingers. 

At some point, however, 
many of us move away 
from that. Walking, 
running and cycling are 
replaced by the car. Our 
time with nature is some-
thing of a battle: mowing 
lawns, plucking weeds, 

trimming hedges. It’s a 
chore. The interaction 
with nature is a means 
to an end, not an end in 
itself, the way it was when 
we were kids.

While the pandemic 
has cancelled or scaled 
back many activities just 
now, the summers in 
recent years are about kids 
taking part in structured 
programs such as day 
camps. All-day recre-
ational activities abound. 
It seems there are fewer 
opportunities for kids 
to be kids, to enjoy what 
summer vacation is all 
about.

It seems to me many 
adults have forgotten 
the simple joy of pure, 
unvarnished fun that 
comes with being a kid in 
summertime. Plenty of 
time to do whatever you 
want … or nothing at all.

I know I’ve lost touch 
with the simple pleasures. 
Summer seems to slip by 
in an instant. As winter 

drags on, I can’t wait for 
the hot stuff to arrive. The 
next thing you know, it’s 
Labour Day, with all the 
downside that entails.

I love the heat of 
midsummer, but in some 
ways I dread its arrival. 
A warm May elevates 
the spirits. June signals 
summer’s arrival. For 
some reason, however, 
I experience a twinge of 
regret when the calendar 
flips to July. July is great, 
but it leads to August. And 
we know what comes next.

Undoubtedly, there’s 
some kind psychological 
issue associated with 
anticipating the end of 
something even as it’s just 
getting underway.

Such thoughts never 
occurred to me when I was 
a kid. Time was different 
then. Not so fast. And each 
day was to be enjoyed, not 
filled with obligations. The 
weeks didn’t streak by as 
they do now.

When you’re a kid out 

having fun, the day can fly 
by. But the summer lasts 
forever. As adults, the day 
can drag on, particularly 
those hours between 9 
a.m. and 5 p.m. But the 
weeks and months are 
here and then gone.

As a kid, your summers 
are environmentally 
friendly and good for you, 
body and spirit.

Think about it, summers 
– at least as I knew them 
– were spent being active 
outdoors. At that time, we 
were literarily in touch 
with the earth – and we 
had the grass stains on our 
knees to prove it.

Lest I be accused of 
falling into the things-
were-much-better-when-
I-was-a-kid trap, I’m not 
alone in my assessment. 
There’s a bit of a move-
ment to let kids be kids, to 
break out of the over-pro-
tective mode and to stop 
micromanaging children’s 
lives. 

Scottish-born Cana-
dian writer Carl Honoré 
chronicles the worldwide 
phenomenon of child-
hood micromanage-
ment in his book “Under 
Pressure: Rescuing Our 
Children from the Culture 
of Hyper-Parenting,” in 
which he suggests we need 
to slow down, allowing 
kids to do their own thing.

“Childhood is always 
evolving and it has always 
been defined by adults. 
But we seem to have 
reached a point now where 
childhood is being warped 
more than ever before by 
adult fantasies and fears, 
anxieties and agendas. 
Every aspect of childhood 
– education, safety, disci-
pline, sports, play, etc – is 
now set up to suit grown-
ups rather than children. 
We are living in a culture 
that tells us that childhood 
is too precious to be left 
to children and children 
are too precious to be left 
alone,” he writes.

As children, my friends 
Currently reviewing its kennel bylaw yet again gives Wellesley council a new take on the dog days of summer.

Summer is an inher-
ently nostalgic time. 

Well, once you’ve reached 
an age where looking back 
is standard practice rather 
than an anomaly – when 
you’re a kid, summers are 
for living not thinking 
about. Reflection comes 
later.

In that vein, I was 
reflecting on how 
summers were spent 
outside when I was a kid, 
and how little of that I see 
these days. Street hockey, 
pick-up baseball games 
and even gaggles of kids 
on their bicycles are a rare 
sight, almost to the point 
of extinction.

Many of my own child-
hood memories involve 
summer activities, even 
something as simple as 
sitting around with friends 
asking each other, “I 
dunno, whatta you wanna 
do?” Life revolved around 
activities that were within 
riding distance of home, 
and there were usually 
plenty of options, the 
aforementioned “I dunno” 
notwithstanding. 

There were recreational 
choices: playgrounds, 
pools, sports fields, 
community centre and 
parks where the poplar 
trees still stand despite 
many purloined branches 
fashioned into makeshift 
bows and arrows – not 
really a great choice of 
wood, in retrospect. A 
network of paths that ran 
behind the houses in the 
suburb where I grew up 
was perfect for kids on 
foot and bikes. There were 
even bike lanes when kids 
actually rode bicycles – 
today there are more of the 
former and far fewer of the 
latter.

My recollection is of 
very casual, unstructured 
summers. Something 
I’ve not enjoyed for many 
years. Something many 
kids don’t experience at all 
today.

Ponds and creeks – 
home to the occasional →KANNON 8
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STEVE 
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Digging deep to find my hobby

impenetrable, but I will say 
if I found Amelia Earhart 
in it, no one would be too 
surprised.

I only mention this 
because I am probably 
going on an expedition this 
afternoon. The goal will be 
to discover my long-lost 
fly-tying bench.  And, if I 
don’t make it back, I’d like 
somebody to know where I 
was last spotted.

I will probably start at 
the east end where the 
bucktails are. I will take a 
GPS along with me so that 
by the time I have travelled 
a few steps west and get 
to the tinsels I will have a 
plotted route out, just in 
case things get hairier. 

And since it is a fly-ty-
ing bench, it can only get 
hairier. In due time I will 
run into moose, black 
bear, polar bear, caribou, 
white-tailed and mule deer 
hair, hare and rabbit hair, 

as well as some muskrat, 
beaver, mole, squirrel, 
wolf, racoon and ground-
hog hair. All these things 
will be put away in a box 
I have that is now empty 
and labelled animal hair. 

After excavating a few 
layers, I might be able to 
examine the fossil record 
and find a fly-fishing 
magazine from 2019. This 
will tell me I am getting 
close. 

Then I will probably 
have to dig only a bit 
further past the pheasant 
skins, grouse and duck 
feathers and turkey wing 
and tail feathers and hope-
fully then, if the bench is 
still there, I will catch a 
glimpse of it. This will be a 
historic event.

By this time, I will be 
losing daylight and will 
likely have to make base 
camp in this desolate 
wilderness. I’m hoping 
that I can ascend the pile 
of old fly boxes by day two, 
and summit to the top of 
the marabou and peacock 
herl packages by the end of 

day three. 
Once I do that, it’s just a 

matter of picking things up 
and sorting them into an 
assortment of boxes on the 
way out. 

Eventually, should I not 
face any insurmountable 
disasters, I will have a clear 
and clean fly bench once 
again – and our property 
value will immediately 
skyrocket. Having a clear 
and organized bench will 
allow me to find my mate-
rials better and to work 
more efficiently – and hide 
in the basement in times of 
trouble, such as when the 
lawn needs mowing.

I suppose this is the 
problem with people who 
get too immersed in a 
hobby. Things, eventually 
get out of control and the 
pastime starts to consume 
too much of your life. It’s 
enough to drive a person to 
have a drink or two.

I’m not much of a 
drinker, but, frankly, after 
I clean the bench, I’ll put 
a hook in the vise and tie 
one on.

I happen to be one of those 
lucky people who has his 

own dedicated fly-tying 
bench in the basement 
rec-room. Or at least I 
think I still do.

You see, like many dedi-
cated fly tiers, I haven’t 
actually seen the surface 
– or, frankly, any part – of 
my fly-tying bench coming 
up on at least two years 
now. 

I suppose it is still there. 
After all, something must 
be supporting that massive 
pile of fur, hooks, fly 
tying tools, vises, thread, 
chenille, tinsel, wool and 
feathers. And, if I remem-
ber correctly, that pile is in 
the exact same spot where 
I left my bench. So the 
odds are good.

Also, when I tie flies on 
that mess, which I still 
do, it seems pretty stable 
underneath – although, 
admittedly, you’d be wise 
not to make any loud 
noises in the vicinity, 
as avalanches are still a 
distinct possibility. I’m not 
saying that pile is large and 

The smallest full-grown 
stallion in the world standing 
at 18 inches high and 
weighing just 41lbs was 
Peanut. The Observer and 
Picard’s Peanuts sponsored a 
photo op for kids at the last 
ever Elmira Raceway event in 
Elmira.

Hit with snow and ice and less 
than half the attendance for 
the 23 Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival, organizers didn’t turn 
a profit and community groups 
received no support funding.

 A Woolwich Township bylaw 
introduced in 29 took aim 
at street performers and 
outlined distinct rules for 
balloon artists, magicians and 
bagpipers. Musicians were 
spared any additional red tape 
to perform in public.

ↆ LAST WEEK: Online readers had no problem identifying the lie last 
week. The final Elmira Fair wasn't mired in controversy over a 4H cow 
competition, however the named winners did actually earn their first 
place finishes.
When Door Open Waterloo Region launched the open door events 
Woolwich had a number of locations as part of the promotion. The 
iconic mill downtown St. Jacobs did power the first streetlights in 
Ontario.
Independent film "Men in Black ... Boots" was filmed in Elmira and 
Winterbourne and featured former Elmira resident Chad Bisch.

You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com

Dr. Rebecca 
nnon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

: Hair Analysis: Hair Analysis:
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com
69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Ham or Meatloaf includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Aug 6 & 7

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Aug 11 - 14

Saucy Garlic Chicken or Hot Beef includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

www.elmirainsurance.ca

they all spun out last week 
when Castillo chose Guido 
Bellido, a far-left Marxist 
politician, as his prime 
minister. But Castillo is a 
fast learner: on Saturday 
he announced that his 
finance minister will be a 
former World Bank tech-
nocrat, Pedro Francke.

It closely resembles the 

great flutter in the middle- 
and upper-class dovecote 
when Luiz Inácio ‘Lula’ da 
Silva, the Brazilian left-
wing icon, won his first 
presidential election in the 
2002 election – and it all 
turned out fine. He went 
on to win a second term, 
and it was the best eight 

DYER: Left-wing politicians in the region can learn to dial back the Marxism
→FROM 6

and I were usually left to 
our own devices, and we 
managed to do just fine, 
please and thank you. 
That’s not to say there’s no 
room for structure from 
time to time – if that’s 
what the kids want.

For the most part, 
there’s nothing wrong with 
letting them find their 
own ways: it will probably 
lead to the best memories 
when they get old enough 
to be nostalgic about their 
childhood.

KANNON: The 
kids of summer

→FROM 7

years Brazil ever had.
I first interviewed Lula 

about 15 years before that, 
when he was still a horny-
handed son of toil leading 
a car-workers’ union in 
the ABC industrial district 
south of Sao Paulo, and at 
that point he too spouted a 
good deal of Marxist rhet-

oric. But he learned what 
really works to advance the 
interests of his own people, 
and by the time he became 
president all that had gone.

Castillo has a much 
steeper learning curve 
to climb because he has 
only had three years, and 
he faces a Congress that 
will try to sabotage him 
at every turn. But he is 
both clever and charis-
matic, and he may learn 
enough, fast enough, to do 
some good. He certainly 
couldn’t do worse than 
most of his predecessors.

He may not be the same 
standard as Lula, but he 
could probably do as much 
good for the Indigenous 
half of Peru’s population 
as Evo Morales did for 
Indigenous Bolivians. And 
despite all the turbu-
lence that attended and 
followed Morales’s presi-
dential term, on balance 
he did a lot of good for his 
country’s impoverished 
and downtrodden Indige-
nous majority.

 Little library
a real boon
in these times

To the Editor,
The little library on 

Charles Street in Elmira 
deserves to be recog-
nized. I am an avid read, 
and since COVID started 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

more than a year ago, I 
have been dealing exclu-
sively with this little 
volunteer-based library. 
Kudos to the residents 
who started this. It is well 
stocked at all times, and 
new reading material 
whenever you need it. 
Keep it up! 

Elze Bredenkamp
ELMIRA

We have issues!
Twenty-five years 
and counting.
observerxtra.com/archives
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

BusinessBusiness The federal government this week 
announced $11.2 million to create some 42 
new affordable homes for individuals and 
families in the Region of Waterloo through 
the Rapid Housing Initiative. The housing 
units will support those who are in uncer-
tain housing situations, experiencing or at 
risk of homelessness, or living in temporary 
shelters because of the pandemic.

Friday is International Beer Day. IBD was 
founded in 2007 and has been celebrated 
on the first Friday of August since. Its 
purpose is to discover and enjoy the beer 
brewed beyond our own borders, and also 
to acknowledge the people who make and 
serve it. IBD is observed in more than 80 
countries and often includes new or rare 
releases, special brewery tours and the like. 

Funding for housing It's all about the beer

Accreditation 
Number: 38988

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

THE LATEST ROUND OF 
FUNDING from the United 
Way Waterloo Region 
Communities (UWWRC) 
will see $691,000 distrib-
uted to 47 area agencies 
and programs, including 
Woolwich Community 
Services.

Money from the United 
Way’s general community 
fund is now being distrib-
uted every three months 
to keep up with commu-
nity needs, a response 
to the extraordinary 
times brought on by the 
pandemic.

“We got together with a 
bunch of different funders 
at the beginning of the 
pandemic and started to 
recognize that there was a 
lot of different things that 
needed to get attention. 
We moved to a quarterly 
funding model, which 
is what you’re seeing is a 
report of the money that 
went out, it went into the 
community at the begin-
ning of July,” said Joan 
Fisk, CEO of UWWRC.

“We see some problems. 
We see some things that 
we might not have seen 
before, family violence, 
or other issues with our 
immigrants, a bunch 
of different things that 
we kind of sort of knew 
were there. We support 
the counselling agencies 
tremendously because 
they really need the 
support, but we’ve also 
seen families that have 
been falling apart through 

WCS among 
recipients of latest 
United Way funds
Pandemic forced changes to program to 
use funds totalling $691,000

this. And we at United 
Way believe that our job 
is to raise money to help 
support these programs, 
that in turn support our 
community,” 

The funding was 
welcomed at WCS as it 
deals with local issues, 
including those brought 
on by the pandemic.

“The funding that we 
received from the United 
Way is directed to commu-
nity outreach and support. 
We deploy intentional 
strategies to identify 
isolated individuals and 
link them to appropriate 
services, supports and 
organizations. We’ve 
seen an increase in the 
intensity of the needs of 
the people we support,” 
said Leigh-Anne Quinn, 
community engagement 
coordinator for Woolwich 
Community Services. 

“We want people to feel 
connected and supported 
by their community. By 
having a consistent point 
of contact for support. We 
want participants to have 
improved understanding 
of the needs and the work 
across services beyond 
Woolwich Community 
Services. We want our 
participants to have 
increased social connec-
tions. And we also want 
to reduce social isolation, 
which has been further 
amplified through the 
COVID 19 pandemic,” she 
added.

“We still packed food 
hampers for people 
and ran all of our food 

→UNITED WAY 10

The Golf Gives Back program has provided the Elmira Golf Club with small-, medium- and large-sized kids’ golf clubs in support of making 
the game more accessible. Justine Fraser

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

SQUEEZED BY THE 
PANDEMIC, THE golf 
industry is nonetheless 
finding ways to support 
kids’ charities and make 
a difference in local 
communities. Through the 
Golf Gives Back program, 
the likes of the Elmira Golf 
Club are raising money for 
the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Canada (BGC).

The Elmira club last year 
partnered with TTG Media 
Inc., creators of the Golf 
Gives Back program, with 
a goal of raising $500,000 
dollars for the Boys and 

Girls Clubs of Canada that 
was affected by COVID-
19. It's also providing golf 
courses like Elmira’s with 
six sets of Cobra Puma-
branded junior golf clubs 
to be used for free by local 
kids. 

“They send us golf clubs 
for the kids to use for free. 
And then what we do is, 
we’re offering our last 
tee time of the day where 
families can come out 
and play for free with free 
clubs to use,” said Jeremy 
Logel, director of golf and 
head professional, noting 
there’s a slot open daily for 
one family.

The club has made a 

slot available seven days 
a week, so kids can have 
a chance to experience 
playing on the golf course. 
They choose the last tee 
time of the day so that 
it wouldn’t hold up any 
players.

“It got started a little bit 
later [last year] because 
of COVID – this year it 
started off right around 
July 1, we’re getting a 
couple families out every 
week, and we’re trying to 
get more. More and more 
people are knowing what 
the program is, it’s starting 
to take off. So, we’re seeing 
a few more coming out,” 
added Logel, hoping to see 

more kids on the green this 
summer.

The club will try to keep 
the program running into 
Thanksgiving weekend, 
weather permitting. 

“It’s our second year 
with the program and we 
are just trying to get kids 
playing golf or kids that 
don’t have clubs to use or 
want to try the game – if 
we do have some slots in 
the day, they can try the 
clubs up on the range 
we have – we have three 
different sizes of clubs that 
they provide for us from 
Cobra Golf, small, medium 
and large, and then right 

→ GOLF 10

Golf industry still finding 
ways to help kids
Elmira Golf Club among the participants in Golf Gives Back program that provides 
kids a chance to play the game by removing financial hurdles for families



10  |  B U S I N E S S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, August 5, 2021

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home Rent soft water

starting at mth
*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

hand and left hand,” he 
added.

Now into its second 
year, the program is 
funded through commu-
nity donations. This year 
anyone who donates has a 
chance to enter a contest 
where they could win a 
grand prize trip for two to 
the next Masters Tourna-
ment.

“It’s a true pleasure to 
be working on something 
so rewarding for both BGC 
Canada as well as all the 
kids in the communities 
where our golf courses are 

programs so that people 
were still receiving 
adequate food – we’ve 
kept open the entire time, 
we’ve just shifted how we 
do things.”

Fisk said she has seen 
the pandemic shine a light 
at some of the problems 
that maybe got swept 
under the rug before. It has 
been a time where they 
learned to adapt to address 
the changing needs of the 
community as we start to 
recover. 

“You do have a Menno-
nite population who are 

UNITED WAY: Making an extra effort to deal with 
increased demand during a time of crisis

very independent but 
didn’t want to vaccinate, 
and that causes a series 
of difficulties. We think 
we’re through it now. 
Woolwich particularly 
had some children’s 
programs that needed 
some support, and we’ve 
been able to support that. 
We’ve had things like the 
Big Sisters/Big Brothers 
that was really needing 
support. We’ve had people 
from the sexual assault 
centre reach out. In other 
times, the Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre got 
some support. Woolwich 

Community Services got 
support,” said Fisk. 

“I could go on and on 
and tell you all the things 
that we did, but we’re 
dedicated to helping 
people during a time of 
crisis. And that’s what 
we’re in – we’re not out 
of it. And this is why, to 
build a strong future for 
our region, United Way 
is a really important 
organization; without 
United Way, it would be a 
significant difference. Last 
year we had $4.6 million 
of support go into our 
community.”

→FROM 9

GOLF: Program is an opportunity for the industry to boost 
accessibility, support families and promote the game

→FROM 9 offering up these amazing 
sets of clubs. There’s so 
much fun to be had on a 
golf course for kids with 
both their friends and 
families. It’s a true pleasure 
to make sure all these kids 
and parents know they can 
get outside and that they 
have quality clubs available 
to try, a potential lifelong 
sport, for free and raise 
money for BGC Canada at 
the same time,” said TTG 
Media founder Joe Korman 
in a statement about the 
program.

Added Rachael Mack-
enzie-Neill, vice president 

of marketing and devel-
opment for the Boys and 
Girls Club in Canada: “In 
these extraordinary times, 
kids and families need our 
support more than ever. We 
are thrilled to be the recip-
ient of this amazing initia-
tive that gets kids active, 
makes sport accessible and 
raises money that will help 
BGC clubs continue to offer 
life-changing programs 
and services across the 
country.”

More information can 
be found online at the 
website, www.elmiragolf-
club.com.

Joan Fisk (second from left) and United Way staff Brit Anello Noble, Jeevan Ketheeswaran, Suhanya 
Ketheeswaran and Hilary McCann at a recent fundraiser.  Submitted
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tender, juicy, tasty!

519-347-9999 • 82 Maddison St., W. Monkton, ON 

to
reserve

call:

ALL STEAK MEALS 
INCLUDE VEGETABLES, 
COLESLAW & MASHED 
POTATOES OR FRIES 

DRINKS ARE EXTRA                                              

ADD MUSHROOMS TO 
ANY STEAK FOR 75¢

t-bone steak .....$21.99
n.y. steak ...............$19.99
rib steak................$20.99

aug. 6 & 7, 11 am – 7 pm

tender, juicy, tasty!tender, juicy, tasty!
aug. 6 & 7, 11 am – 7 pmaug. 6 & 7, 11 am – 7 pm

triple choice steaks

SUBSTITUTE CHOICES OF EITHER 
MEAT LOAF DINNER OR 

BBQ CHICKEN BREAST DINNER

PLEASE CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

two days

Bacon may become 
as rare as hen’s teeth 

in California – which 
consumes about 15 per 
cent per cent of all the 
bacon in the U.S. – if a 
proposed new law there 
kicks in next year. And 
the ripple effect could be 
significant for huge pork 
exporting nations like 
Canada. 

Back in 2018, Califor-
nia voters voted yes on a 
proposition to give more 
floor space in barns to 
breeding pigs, egg-laying 
chickens and veal calves. 
The law, yet to be enacted, 
would apply to pork 
coming into the state too, 
mostly from the Midwest 
U.S. (California produces 
about one-fifth of the 
pork it consumes; the vast 
majority is raised in other 
states).

Producers from every-
where who raise pigs 
and sell them into the 
California market would 
need raise their animals 
compliantly.

Now, a bit more room 
doesn’t sound like a bad 
idea, much less a big deal. 

But the specifics of the 
proposition, put forward 
by animal rightists, are 
purposefully aimed at 
making it unprofitable 
for commercial farmers 
to raise pigs. It would 
require farmers to provide 
24-square-foot group pens 
for the animals. 

That’s just four square 
feet more than they 
currently get on almost 
all farms there… provided 
they’re not in farrowing 
pens, which give them 
nearly no room to move.

But the cost is huge. 
Farmers make very little 
income from pigs, which 
is reflected in the compar-
atively cheap price of 
pork in grocery stores. So 
when they see farmers in 

Canadian bacon is not immune 
to California farming laws

pork-producing states like 
Iowa (which raise about 
one-third of the nation’s 
hogs) estimate their costs 
would rise by 15 per cent, 
and that they’d need to 
earn an extra $20 per 
hog to accommodate the 
change, they hit the roof.

The Associated Press 
(AP) news service inter-
viewed an Iowa farmer 
who said he’d have to 
fork over $3 million to 
accommodate 250 pigs 
in a space that now holds 
300. More so, he said he 
was concerned about the 
slippery slope of such 
legislation. For exam-
ple, what happens when 
animal rightists no longer 
consider 24-square-foot 
pens adequate? Will farm-
ers have to make more 
changes? Where does it 
end?

This is a strategic move 
by activists. If the law 
gets enacted, which could 
happen early next year, the 
amount of bacon shipped 
into California could be 
severely curtailed. That 
means one of the biggest 
pork markets anywhere 
would die.

And so would a lot fewer 
pigs, which is what live-

stock opponents want.
Meanwhile, though, 

what happens in the 
neighbour to the north, 
Canada? Given the global 
movement of food, 
very little takes place in 
isolation these days. Big 
commercial pork produc-
tion from the Midwest that 
gets shut out of Califor-
nia must go somewhere. 
Maybe it could be shipped 
overseas. But Canada is 
much handier and less 
regulated than Europe or 
some other foreign desti-
nations. 

Canada would stand 
to become a dumping 
ground for low-price pork, 
competing with home-
grown production. It could 
get ugly.

It appears that unless 
court challenges by 
producers succeed, or 
California temporarily 
allows non-compliant 
meat to be sold in the 
state, this is a done deal.

This will be a culture 
change for California. 
Bacon, eggs and hash 
browns are the number 
one item on many break-
fast menus. Pork is hugely 
popular with the state’s 
Asian and Hispanic 
population. An emotional 
response is expected to all 
this, along with some legal 
manoeuvring.

As AP reported, the 
National Pork Producers 
Council has asked the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
for federal aid to help pay 
for retrofitting hog facili-
ties around the nation to 
fill the gap. 

But the future is clear. 
Production – and not 
just of pigs – will need 
to change. It used to be 
driven by costs and effi-
ciencies. Now, there’s so 
much more to consider, 
as pork producers have 
found out.

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

This is a strategic move 
by activists. If the law 
gets enacted, which 
could happen early 
next year, the amount 
of bacon shipped into 
California could be 
severely curtailed. 
That means one of the 
biggest pork markets 
anywhere would 
die.

Owen Roberts
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated farm manager. 
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general clean 
up. Some weekend and after hours work.

Competitive wage.

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated general laborer.
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general clean 
up. Some weekend and after hours work.

Competitive wage.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 
finishes and installs high quality custom cabinetry and 
solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are located 
in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team members and 
respect for our customers. Continuous improvement 
is also a big part of who we are. We are constantly 
looking for new and innovative ways to make our team 
members jobs easier and more efficient. If this sounds 
like an environment that you would be interested in 
being a part of, please contact us.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Edgebander 
Machine Operator

You would be responsible for setting up, running and 
daily maintenance of our CNC Edgeband machine. 
This is a high tech German built machine and is an 
integral part of the kitchen cabinet manufacturing 
process. You will work closely with our machining and 
production managers to ensure that parts are 
edgbanded as needed by our assembly team.

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and 
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Required skills
• Respectful and team focused.
• Motivated and enthusiastic.
• Courteous and friendly.
• Dependable.
• Ability to read blueprints.
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds.
• No post secondary education required.
• Previous wood working experience 

      will be an asset.
• Previous Machine operation experience 

       will be an asset.

Experience:
• Machine Operator: 1 year (preferred)
• Woodworking: 1 year (preferred)

Help Wanted

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
Jacob Auctions Ltd. 

519-348-9896

ONLINE  
AUCTION SALE

Of
500 toys, farm literature, antiques, 

collectibles and other interesting items,  
to be held at 2827 Hutchison Rd. Wellesley 
Twp. (1/2 mile north of Crosshill on gravel 

road), for Doug McLean, Elmira, & additions 
AUCTION STARTS TO CLOSE   

AUG. 16TH @ 6:00P.M
900 PLUS LOTS, lots of interesting items 
with a focus on the McLean collection 
which offers over 500 tractors and 
implements (majority 1/16 scale, Upper 
Canada Two Cylinder Club, Tru Scale, early 
Ertl pieces, all colours represented). Old 
farm tools, cream separators, list goes on!  
See www.gerberauctions.net for link to 
catalogue, or go to jacobauctions.hibid.com

Auction

Flash Freight Systems looking for an experienced 
DISPATCHER to handle our inbound highway dispatch 
board (and work well with our outbound and shorthaul 
boards). Our strong team and committed clients have 
continued to enable us to grow our team, even in these 
uncertain times. 

The successful applicant will have experience in 
managing existing customer accounts and lane 
balancing, using various load boards to secure loads in 
a timely fashion when spot loads are needed, and 
should be comfortable to contracting loads to outside 
carriers to assist in meeting our customers' timelines.

Experience with inbound dispatch and loadlink is 
required/Transplus Fleet Manager is preferred. This 
position is based at our Ariss location. 

Contact: hr@flashfreight.ca or 519-821-8878x411

Help Wanted

100% Local

Help Wanted
NOW HIRING, ONE 
FULL TIME POSITION 
at Schnurr's Grocery 
Store in Linwood. 
Please note we are 
closed on Sundays. 
Call 519-897-2600.

For Sale
12 PLACE FINE PORCE-
LAIN CHINA, WITH 
extras, Diana pattern. 
519-669-2309.

For Sale
COFFEE TABLE $20; 
CHEST OF DRAWERS 
$100; top of hutch 
$400; china pattern 
Pickesting 10 pc 
setting $300. Call 
519-585-7992.

For Sale
GMO OVEN READY 
ROASTERS. COMING 
Sept. 3. Call for pricing 
519-664-3007.

LAWN FERTILIZER AND 
LAWN SEED - CALL 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Farm 
Services

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

OAT & PEAS FOR 
F O R AG E  C OV E R 
CROPS - Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
STILL BUYING ALL 
OMEGA'S, ROLEX, 
I.W.C., Bretling Tudor, 
etc. All American 
pocket  watches 
running or not. Silver 
coins or gold coins; 

jewellery diamonds 
and silver cutlery. 30 
+ yrs experience, have 
mask will travel. Fair 
honest pricing. Terry @ 
519-242-6900 anytime 
or gallamore@golden.
net Confidential quick 
results. Cash if wanted.

Help Wanted cont. pg 14
Word Ads cont. pg 16
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

ONLINE PUBLIC CONSULTATION CENTRE
INDUSTRIAL DRIVE RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT

The Township of Woolwich has 
retained GM BluePlan Limited 
to design the reconstruction of 
Industrial Drive from First Street 
East to South Field Drive in Elmira.
This reconstruction includes 
the replacement of existing 
underground storm, sanitary, 
watermain, the installation of curb 
and a 3.0 metre asphalt trail.
Subject to Council approval, 
construction is scheduled to 
begin in the spring of 2022 with 
completion expected in the fall of 
2022.
Due to COVID-19, a formal in person Public Consultation Centre (PCC) will not be held. 
In absence of the formal in person PCC, the Township has prepared an information 
package detailing general project information and frequently asked questions.
In addition to the material contained in the information package, you are invited to an 
Online Public Consultation Centre (PCC).
To view on the proposed reconstruction design and to provide your feedback 
please visit the Online PCC, available from August 9th to 27th, 2021 at 
https://industrialdrive.gmblueplan.ca
Documents posted on the Online PCC include:

1. Plan view drawings of Industrial Drive and a typical road and trail cross section 
2. Description of the proposed works
3. General construction information
4. Comment Sheet – to be returned by September 3rd, 2021

If you need assistance with the Online PCC or require an alternative format of the 
materials presented, please contact a member of the Project Team below:

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce – Open for select services 

The Township offi ce is open to walk-in public traffi c, with staff working a mix of in offi ce 
and from home. It is recommended that you use our services offered online or phone to 
book an appointment before visiting the offi ce to ensure we are available to assist you.
There is a drop box located at the side of our building along Maple Street, which offers 
a contactless option for dropping off payments, building permits or documents.  The 
following services can be accessed through our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, 

Trees, Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit
For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or 
call 519-669-1647. For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 
519-575-4400.
To stay informed on the township’s response to COVID-19, visit: www.woolwich.ca/COVID19

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
The Township of Woolwich indoor recreation facilities are closed except for the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre.  All rentals within these indoor facilities are cancelled pending continued 
monitoring of provincial regulations.  
Outdoor recreational amenities such as the Bolender Park splashpad, skate park, tennis/
pickleball courts, basketball courts, off-leash dog parks, playgrounds, outdoor parks, 
baseball diamonds, soccer fi elds and recreational areas are open. Please note that park 
amenities are not sanitized, and users should have personal hand sanitizer on hand.
Township of Woolwich facilities and programs have started to reopen to the public. For 
more information, please check the Township website or call 519-514-7000.

Woolwich Memorial Centre
The Fitness Centre & Walking track use will be available for drop-in use Monday – Thursday, 
9 am – 8 pm and Fridays 9 am – 4 pm.
The WMC aquatic facility is reopening for pre-registered programming on Tuesday August 
3, 2021. The WMC is offering Aquatic Leadership courses once again for those working 
towards their lifeguarding certifi cations. To view the pool schedule and aquatic leadership 
courses visit www.woolwich.ca/swim 
We ask for the patience and understanding of residents as we recall and retrain our staff 
in order to open in a safe & responsible manner. For more information, please check the 
Township website or call 519-514-7000.
Residents are still encouraged to stay active by getting outside and enjoying the outdoors 
or by visiting our website at www.woolwich.ca/stayactive for games, virtual fi tness and 
other activities to keep you engaged this summer.
Woolwich Seniors Association:  Older Adults 55+ are encouraged to stay active and 
connected from home.  Free, virtual programs are offered.  Check the website for updates 
at www.woolwichseniors.ca or email contact@woolwichseniors.ca.

Local Business Resources  
FREE masks: if your business is located within Woolwich and has 50 or fewer employees, 
order your free supply of masks online at https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-
Mask-Request.

FREE screening kits: The workplace self screening program offered by 
the Greater Kitchener Waterloo and Cambridge Chambers of Commerce  
is only available to businesses in the Region of Waterloo . Visit 
www.chambercheck.ca to learn more and to schedule your pick-up. 
COVID-19 Small Business Ambassador Program: Free program for 

small and medium sized businesses in the Region to minimize COVID-19 risks and boost 
staff and customer confi dence. Get a window decal to show you completed the program. 

Mr. Ian Vaughan 
Engineering Project Supervisor
Township of Woolwich 
Phone: 519-669-6031 
E-mail: ivaughan@woolwich.ca 

Sign up at www.regionofwaterloo.ca/ambassador 
Businesses grants: https://reliefwithinreach.ca/waterloo-region/ 
Have you seen the Woolwich Patio Map? Check out www.woolwich.ca/patios/ to fi nd all 
open patios in Woolwich!
Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business! For more 
information about government programs and other business supports call Jenna Morris 
at 519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. 
Children under fi ve and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. 
Please be kind to those unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 
519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
Walk-ins welcome for fi rst and second doses! It’s easier than ever to get your second dose. 
Walk-ins will be accepted for both fi rst and eligible second doses as long as suffi cient 
vaccine is available. 
For clinic information, visit regionofwaterloo.ca/VaccineClinics 
To book your dose today, visit: regionofwaterloo.ca/VaccineBook

Mr. Glenn Anderson, C.E.T.
Project Manager
GM BluePlan Engineering Ltd.
Phone: 519-748-1440
E-mail: glenn.anderson@gmblueplan.ca
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RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES

uncle’s greenhouse sits on.
Hodgkinson can trace 

her roots back to the early 
settlers of Maryhill, noting 
her family has been here 
since the beginning. The 
farmland occupied by her 
family is used in a multi-
tude of ways, including in 
her lesson plans.

“About 10 years ago, I 
started teaching [about] 
Indigenous people in a 
global context. So we’ve 
been coming here for 
10 years to do the land-
based part of that class,” 
explained Hodgkinson. 
“[Students] have built 
[a] sweat lodge, they’ve 
rendered bear fat. They’ve 
learned cedar teachings 
and tobacco teachings.”

The Indigenous lessons 
are just the tip of the 
iceberg, Fred and his 
family have been using 
their space and farm 
to support numerous 
communities and individ-
uals who would otherwise 
be left out.

“There’s a lot of people 
who would otherwise be 
marginalized, are here 
and they find safety,” said 
Hodgkinson.

One of those individu-
als is Tichaona Magama, 
originally from Zimbabwe, 
who for the past four years 
has been using a small part 
of the land to reconnect 
children with the land.

“We turned the space 
into an area where we can 
bring youth, especially 
youth of colour, where 
they can have access to 
land, access to learn how 
to grow things, access to 
a space where you can 
find some healing,” said 

Magama during a presen-
tation to Woolwich council 
on July 13. “We use this 
to teach Indigenous ways 
that we grew up with in 
Africa to our kids here to 
understand.”

He says the gravel pit 
poses a significant risk to 
his organic farm. Capital 
Paving has said that they 
will mitigate the dust from 
the pit through the use of 
water, but seeing as the 
farm is so close, Magama 
isn’t convinced.

“I don’t know how you 
can avoid dust just being 
100 metres away from 
the proposed site. I don’t 
know how you can totally 
not affect the water that is 
being used when the pit is 
just 100 metres away from 
where we are doing all this 
[farming],” said Magama. 
“I don’t know how it will 
be possible to keep bring-
ing youth to learn and to 
interact and find a sense 
of ground in a space where 
there is going to be noise 
from 6 (a.m.) to 7 (p.m.) 
everyday.”

Capital Paving’s 
George Lourenco says the 
company has addressed 
such concerns in its 
peer-reviews studies, 
noting nearby residents 
won’t be affected by the 
dust.

“While the study may 
not talk about the nurs-
ery, it does talk about all 
the residences nearby,” 
said Lourenco. “Those 
were peer-reviewed by 
the independent experts. 
And it was determined by 
the peer reviewers that 
any impacts such as dust 
or noise are appropriately 
mitigated for those resi-

dences. So that would also 
hold true for anything else 
around the area as well.”

But for Woolwich Town-
ship Coun. Patrick Merli-
han, the report doesn’t 
give enough information 
on the impacts that will be 
felt by Fred’s Greenhouse 
and other nearby opera-
tions such as Merry-Hill 
Golf Club.

“I had no idea [Fred’s 
Nursery] even existed… 
that wasn’t in the study,” 
said Merlihan. “Those 
uses weren’t really 
touched on much in the 
report, there weren’t any 
kind of mitigation factors 
and a lot of the report 
seemed to shy away from 
dealing specifically with 
those [issues].”

The stakes are high for 
Maryhill residents, who 
note that Fred’s Green-
house has become a place 
where not only plants 
are cultivated to their 
full potential, those in 
the community are given 
space to grow as well.

“Fred’s Greenhouse 
has provided a space of 
healing. A space where 
this community can grow 
even more by allowing 
more people of colour into 
the area. Allowing these 
interactions to occur,” 
said Magama. “It is very 
significant to me that a 
space that seems to be 
opening itself to more 
interaction by people of 
colour, by Black people 
and marginalized youth, 
all of a sudden is seeming 
to be taken away. How 
do we grow community, 
if we are already putting 
barriers in the growth of 
community.”

GREENHOUSE:  Neighbours concerned about planned pit
→ FROM 1
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Lisa Hodgkinson keeping busy at Fred's Greenhouse & Nursery. Alex Filipe

OVERVIEW
A locally owned and operated hearing clinic is seeking a 
detail-oriented, flexible, and committed individual to join our 
administration team. 
RESPONSIBILITIES
The ideal candidate is a detail-oriented and organized team 
player. As the first point of contact, and face of the clinic, the 
Client Care Coordinator (CCC) is responsible for providing 
superior client care and will be polite, courteous, and well-spo-
ken. The CCC is also responsible for providing administrative 
support to Hearing Care Professionals (HCP) in all clinic locations, 
as well as providing additional support to surrounding clinic 
departments (ie. organization of inbound and outbound mail, 
administrative work, and general clerical support, as well as any 
additional duties as required).
KEY RESPONSIBILITIES
Customer Service – You are the first point of contact for our 
clients and aim to provide them with the best customer service in 
the industry
Appointments – You manage our client appointments for the 
clinic you are employed at, but may be required to answer 
additional inquiries or check appointment details for our other 
locations. You are also responsible for the HCP’s schedules and 
maintaining their appointments
Hearing Professional and Administrative Support – You are 
responsible for providing administrative support for the HCPs in 
their respective clinic(s) as well as act as an office administrator 
for the clinic as a whole:
QUALIFICATIONS
• High school diploma required. Secondary degree/diploma in 

applicable field (preferred).
•  At least 2+ years customer service experience required
• Organized, detail-oriented, and comfortable working with 

multiple priorities
• Excellent and accurate oral and written communication
• Strong Microsoft Office skills is a requirement
JOB TYPES: part time, permanent positions (approximately 20  
hours per week possibility of  transitioning into full-time hours for 
the right candidate).
LOCATION: Elmira and Palmerston clinic
SCHEDULE
• Hours: varying between 9 am – 8 pm 
• Must be flexible, working some mornings, afternoons and some 

evenings

Please send resumes to Jennifer@earandhearingclinic.com.

CLIENT CARE COORDINATOR

Help Wanted

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

Reach local 
people at the 
right time 
every week.
15,000 Observers are delivered to 
homes in Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Waterloo.  
Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 to find out 
how your business can book this space.

Continued from page 12
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.
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•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

1172 Henry Street,
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0

519-656-2880

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding area
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve.

Christopher W. Franklin
Funeral Director

ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Reiger, Kevin
Passed away at his residence in 
Elmira on Monday, July 26, 2021 
at the age of 57. Loving dad of 
Christopher, Jonathan and Celia, 
Matthew, Nathan and Heidi. 
Grandpa of Millie, Finnegan, and 
Frederik. Son of Gordon and Margaret 
Reiger. Brother of Wayne and Todd. 
Predeceased by his grandson Grizzly 
(2019) and his partner Susan Hartman 
(2021). Cremation has taken place. 
Visitation was held on Saturday, July 
31, 2021 from 2-4 p.m. at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

NUYS, Debra (Deb) Ann
On Friday, July 30, 2021, Deb passed 
away peacefully with her brother and 
sister by her side, at Guelph General 
Hospital at the age of 64. Devoted 
wife and best friend for almost 42 
years to the late Hans (Johan) Nuys 
of Elmira. Dear sister of Dawn Koebel 
and the late Dave of Elmira; Brad and 
Janice Wilken of Guelph, brother-in-
law Arie (Lynda) Nuys of Cambridge 
and three sisters-in-law Loes, Hennie 
and Suze and her extended family; 
all in Holland. Beloved aunt of Tina 
(Mike) Henhoeffer, Dawn Wilken, 
Stephanie (Mike) Pettley, Shannon 
(Brad) Frey; Tara Wilken and Connor 
Wilken; Daphne, Natalie and Suzanne 
Nuys and great-aunt of Aidan, Eddie, 
Zachary, Cora, Ruby, Brooklyn and 
Hudson. Deb will be missed by the 
Stark and Vervoort families of Elmira.  
Predeceased by her parents, Kenneth 
& Shirley (Stephenson) Wilken, and 
her brother-in-law Piete Nuys. Deb 
was an employee at Home Hardware 
St. Jacobs for over 40 years. She 
was a part of the Legion Ladies Dart 
League and enjoyed her weekends at 
Wildwood with the Legion ladies. She 
also enjoyed watching NFL football, 
Coronation Street and other soaps. 
She was a big fan of Blue Rodeo, Rob 
Thomas and Barry Manilow. Deb and 
Hans enjoyed many trips down to the 
Caribbean and made lifelong friends 
at the Duke of Wellington. Cremation 
has taken place. A celebration of life 
will be held at a later date. In lieu 
of flowers, donations to the Guelph 
General Hospital Foundation would 
be appreciated, and can be made 
through the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira.

‘Ik hou van je’

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Happy 50th  
Anniversary

Amsey & Doris Weber
August 5, 1971

Love & best wishes from your family

Anniversary

DONALD G KOCH DONALD GEORGE KOCH, 
90, OF TAVISTOCK AND FORMERLY OF 
Wellesley passed away peacefully at Strat-
ford General Hospital on Wednesday, July 
28, 2021.

ABRAHAM KUEPFER - OF ROUTE 1, MILVER-
TON, PASSED AWAY PEACEFULLY AT HOME 
on Sunday, August 1, 2021, at the age of 56. 

STPEHEN RAE MARTIN PASSED AWAY 
PEACEFULLY AT GUELPH GENERAL HOSPI-
tal on Thursday, July 29, 2021, at the age of 
51. Beloved husband of Fern (Bauman) Martin 
of Elmira.

MARGARET SCHELTER PASSED AWAY 
PEACEFULLY ON FRIDAY, JULY 30, 2021 AT 
Nithview LTC, New Hamburg at the age of 83 
where she enjoyed a view of the Nith River 
that she grew up beside until she met Jack 
and St. Jacobs became her community. 

MURREL B. MARTIN PASSED AWAY PEACE-
FULLY AT HIS HOME IN DRAYTON ON TUES-
day, August 3, 2021 at the age of 67.

Death Notices

100% 
Local

Wanted
WANTED: USED RACER 
BIKE IN GOOD CONDI-
tion. 519-669-3377.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Coming 
Events

KARATE! IN-PERSON 
& VIRTUAL CLASSES 
AVAILABLE    SCHWEITZER'S
MARTIAL ARTS. Self-de-
fense, Self-discipline, 
S e l f- c o n f i d e n c e . 
GROUP CLASSES FOR 
AGES 4 TO ADULT. 
Taught by Renshi 
Becky Schweitzer, 
4th Degree Black 

Belt and 5X World 
Karate Champion. 
Location Heidelberg 
Community Centre - 
2915 Lobsinger Line, 
Heidelberg. FALL 
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 
ONLY $100+HST FOR 
10 WEEKS Special 
ends Aug. 30. Regu-
lar price $120+HST. 
Register at the Heidel-
berg Community 
Centre Aug. 30 from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. or Call 
5 1 9 - 5 8 0 - 1 4 1 8 
or e-mail becky_
schweitzer@hotmail.
com

Garage Sales
FRIDAY AUGUST 13 
4 - 8, SAT U R DAY 
August 14 8-2. Parking 
at corner of Charles 
and High St. in Elmira. 
Brand new quilts/
home textiles, sewing 
machines, Girls baby/
toddler  c lothes, 
fabrics, exterior Christ-
mas lighting, bread 
machine, pressure 
cooker, kitchenware, 

Tupperware, motor 
cycle helmet, puzzles, 
drafting board, lawn 
sprinklers, wet tile saw, 
picture frames, free 
items too, lots of stuff!

GARAGE SALE SAT. 
AUG. 14, 8-1. 26 
Meadowlark Rd. Jars 
up to 1 gallon, luggage, 
fabrics, lamps, light 
fixtures, sun bonnets 
and more.

THURS, FRI., SAT., 
AUG. 5, 6, 7TH. 3450 
Lobsinger Line, St. 
Clements. 8 a.m. - ? 
Household items, kids 
toys, tools, etc.

DOWNSIZING GARAGE 
SALE – AUG. 13 FRI. 11 
a.m. – 8 p.m. and Sat. 
Aug. 14, 8 a.m.- 6 
p.m.  Some furniture, 
bedding, dishes, 
carpenters tools, mitre 
power saw, table saw 
and nails. Small wheel-
barrow. Something for 
everyone at 3976 Line 
72 east of Millbank, 
Ontario.

Word ads
Continued 

from page 12

♥ Packing material
Newspaper is a great substitute for bubble wrap. To pack a 
box with fragile contents, first wrap the items individually. 
Place them in the box, separated by crumpled paper. 
Then fill any remaining space with crumpled paper. If you 
have a lot of old paper, use a paper shredder to make 
piles of great packaging material. Whoever receives your 
gift can avoid adding to the world's waste and put your 
papery packaging straight in their home recycling bin.
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here August is Tree Check Month, with Cana-
dians encouraged to inspect the trees in 
their yards or in and around the commu-
nity. Start by looking at the whole tree, then 
focus on specific areas. Look for unusual 
or sudden changes in tree health, including 
leaf discolouration, bark cracks, insect holes 
and tunnels under bark that has come off. 
www.inspection.canada.ca 

Shelter Movers Waterloo Region will be 
hosting a virtual fundraiser to raise funds 
to support its new operations in the region. 
Painting with Purpose will run at 7 p.m. on Aug. 
19, with registration ending on Aug. 8. Guests 
of the virtual paint night will receive packages 
including alcoholic or non-alcoholic drink 
options, along with chocolate, and paint kits. 
www.sheltermovers.com/painting-with-purpose

Check on your trees Painting for Shelter

ALEX FILIPE
Observer Staff

HOCKEY BEING ON 
HOLD FOR the past year 
and a half wasn’t how the 
Elmira Sugar Kings had 
hoped to lead into their 
50th anniversary season, 
but they've been busy off 
the ice preparing to mark 
the milestone. Now, a 
book detailing the club’s 
history is available.

Once a King Always a 
King not only delves into 
the team’s past, but looks 
to the future as a fund-
raiser for the Junior B 
hockey club.

“It’s been a tough go 
with COVID. A commu-
nity-run team is only 
as good as its fans and 
sponsors,” said Sugar 
Kings vice-president 
Scott Basler. “It’s hard 
to just go out and ask 
for money. This way, we 
thought we could at least 
give people something for 
their money, and do it as a 
fundraiser.”

“The money will all go 
back to the team,” added 
Basler.

The book recounts the 
team’s history through 
the eyes of its players 
and coaches, past and 
present. From the club’s 
beginnings in 1971 to the 
Sutherland Cup wins, the 
players and the commu-
nity have been through 
it all.

“Everybody’s got a cool 
story about how they 
made it to the Kings, and 
then what happened 
after,” said Basler. “So [we] 
just kind of touched base 
with a lot of them and got 
it all down on paper, and 
it all just kind of came 
together.”

One family that will no 
doubt have a prominent 
role in the book will be 
the Snyder family. With 
Graham Snyder being on 
the inaugural team and 
later becoming general 
manager for a number 
of years, as well as his 
brother Jeff Snyder lead-

Once a King, Always a King

→ KINGS 19
Once a King, Always a King chronicles the 50 years since the formation of the Elmira Sugar Kings in 
1971. Alex Filipe

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I re-
cently had an annual well 
check with my primary 
care doctor and was told 
I have high cholesterol. I 
know it runs in my family, 
but I am 25 and thought I 
was eating well enough 
and exercising. I do not 
want to start taking medi-
cation. What does it mean 
to have high cholesterol? 
What can I do to improve 
my cholesterol?

ANSWER: Cholesterol is 
a waxy substance found 
in fat in the blood. Your 
body makes cholesterol 
in the liver, from breaking 

down foods that you eat. 
But when you have too 
much cholesterol, you 
may develop fatty depos-
its, also known as plaque, 
in your blood vessels. 
This can make it difficult 
for blood to flow through 
your arteries. Over time, 
the plaque can build up 
and break off, potentially 
causing a heart attack or 
stroke.

Diagnosing high 
cholesterol can be chal-
lenging, as often there are 
no signs or symptoms. 
Having a lipid screening 
blood test should be part 
of a physical for anyone 

over 20 to assess the 
risk of coronary artery 
disease. The test may be 
repeated every three to 
five years or more often, 
depending on family 
history, or if you have 
existing heart disease, 
diabetes or other condi-
tions that may increase 
your risk of coronary 
heart disease.

When your health care 
provider evaluates lipids, 
he or she is looking at → MAYO CLINIC 20

total cholesterol; HDL, 
high-density lipoprotein 
or "good" cholesterol; 
LDL, low-density lipopro-
tein or "bad" cholesterol; 
and triglycerides. Each is 
part of the total choles-
terol number.

Risk factors for high 
cholesterol include poor 
diet, physical inactivity, 
smoking, obesity, diabe-
tes and age. While you 
may eat healthy and exer-
cise, genetics also plays 
a role. If you are African 
American, Latino or 
Asian American, research 
indicates you also are 
at greater risk for heart 

New book tells the story of the Elmira Sugar Kings as the community-owned team celebrates its 50th anniversary

Managing high cholesterol with lifestyle changes
disease resulting from 
high cholesterol.

Patients, especially 
younger patients like 
yourself, can use a risk 
calculator to help deter-
mine the probability of a 
heart attack in the next 
10-30 years. Although 
there are many calcu-
lators and numerous 
factors that determine 
a person's risk, I believe 
having the conversation 
with your health care 
provider is important 
as you decide how to 
manage your condition.

Based on your risk 
and family history, your 

▢ The Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

provider may recommend 
a coronary calcium score 
test. This is a CT scan of 
the heart to determine 
how much calcified 
plaque is in the heart 
arteries. This test can 
help determine if lifestyle 
changes alone would 
be recommended or if 
starting a medication is 
needed to reduce your 
heart attack risk.

As far as managing your 
high cholesterol, the first 
treatment for someone 
your age is behavioral 
lifestyle changes. The 
primary focus is around 

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

We Understand Car Repairs
Can Be Intimidating.

Whether you have experience with vehicles or know nothing
at all, we will explain things in a way that makes sense to you.

Families, Business's, Farmers, New drivers, Elderly
We will take care of you, in the way you need. 

Maintaining Your Car And Your Schedule

ing the Kings to their first 
Sutherland Cup win, the 
Kings are like a part of the 
Snyder family.

“I think the organiza-
tion has probably only 
gotten stronger over 
the years,” said Graham 
Snyder. “The volunteer 
aspect of it has, has really, 
really grown and solidi-
fied.”

He noted that the book 
will serve as a great way 
for fans to learn about 
the history of the team 
and how important the 
Elmira community is to its 
success.

“It would help [readers] 
get a better understanding 
of how the team came to 
be, and about the commu-
nity ownership of the 
team,” said Snyder. “Most 
other junior hockey teams 
in Ontario are privately 
owned.”

The sense of commu-
nity is a theme that comes 
up a lot when talking 
with former Sugar Kings 
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

This salad is just 
peachy at this point

So we’re getting into 
peach season as 

another wonderful local 
crop becomes available.

This recipe is the best of 
both worlds as it combines 
firing up the grill with 
having a lighter entrée 
salad on a hot day and also 
using fresh local peaches.

The white-centered 
rock hard “fresh” peaches 
in January don’t quite cut 
it!

Peaches and nectarines 
were actually originally 
from China and were 
eventually widely culti-
vated in Persia (“persica”), 
which the name was 
derived. It was from there 
that they made their way 
into Europe and eventu-
ally to North America in 
recent centuries. 

This is why peaches 
only grow well in warmer 
Ontario climates such as 
the Niagara region.

This recipe involves a 
few different steps, but 

is well worth it for the 
presentation and flavours.

It calls for “reducing” 
the marinade which 
literally means to reduce 
in volume by boiling off 
some of the water and 
concentrating flavours. (I 
often “reduce” something 
in volume by spilling half 
of it on the floor, but that’s 
not what this means.)

By lightly blanching the 
veggies it takes some of 
the harsh crispness out.

The bitterness of the 
blue cheese is mellowed 
by the caramelization of 
the peaches (and remem-
ber “caramelize” is not the 
same as “burnt”) – If you 
are not a fan of the blue 
cheese, then goat cheese 
will give you a similar 
effect.

ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts private 
events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast 
and lunch in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

“Summer Salmon Salad
 with Grilled Peaches”

▢ 1-1⁄2 lb salmon filet, 
cut in portions

▢ 1 tsp. olive oil

▢ Salt, cayenne pepper

▢ 1⁄2 cup honey

▢ 1 cup balsamic

▢ 2 tsp. crushed 
peppercorns

▢ Juice of half a lime

▢ Salt, pepper, curry 
powder, allspice, cinna-
mon

▢ 4 whole peaches

▢ 1⁄2 lb angel hair pasta

▢ 4 oz snap peas

▢ 1 red pepper

▢ 1 carrot, julienned

▢ 1 cucumber, juli-
enned

▢ 4 oz baby spinach 
leaves or mixed greens

▢ 1 bunch chives

▢ 3 oz crumbled blue 
cheese

1. Cook pasta as 
per manufacturer’s 
instructions, rinse 
until cold and drain

2. Brush salmon 
lightly with oil and 
seasoning and grill or 
BBQ both sides 2-3 
minutes or until done.

3. Combine honey, 
vinegar, lime, 
spices, etc.

4. Cut peaches in 
half (remove pit) 
and dip in mixture.

5. Reduce mixture 

by half and chill

6. Blanch vegeta-
bles for a minute in 
hot water, refresh 
and set aside

7. Sear peaches on 
hot grill and allow 
to caramelize.

8. To arrange plates: 
Place greens on 
bottom, twirl pasta in 
centre, scatter veggies 
attractively, place 
salmon on top, top with 
peach half and crum-
bled cheese, drizzle 
with balsamic mixture.

CHEF   
DUFF 

Recipes from 
the chef's table

TUESDAY, AUGUST 10
▢ The Power of Mindfulness & Gratitude at 6:30 p.m 
through Zoom. The pandemic has thrown a curve 
ball into many of the plans we have made and has 
caused us to worry about what the future might look 
like. Join WCHC to learn how to control our emotional 
responses to our "new normal". For your Zoom link 
email gberihun@wchc.on.ca

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 Woolwich Community Services
 Woolwich Counseling Centre
 Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, 

Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND:

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor 
Sandy Shantz launched the Woolwich 
Residents Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf 
of Woolwich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongo-
ing needs experienced by Woolwich resi-
dents long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide 
one-time financial support to an appli-
cant. However, we realize that no two 
cases are the same. Unique situations may 
require further support that otherwise 
would not be accessible for the ongoing 
needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and 
funds that may be able to support and/or 
provide for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an 
application process are in place, it should 
be noted that in unique, complex, crisis 
and acute circumstances funds may be 
provided at the discretion of the Fund 
Review Committee, assuming the core 
criteria of the fund 
are met.

“What a great example of the barn-rais-
ing spirit that has always existed in Wool-
wich,” said Mayor Shantz about the Fund 
during her video announcement on what 
would have been the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival day. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Real news. Real reporting.
Stories you won't find anywhere else.

Trusted local news 
for twenty-five years.



L I V I N G  H E R E  |  19   Thursday, August 5, 2021 | THE OBSERVER

ACROSS
1. Babbler
7. Place for clothes
13. Eye bump
16. Pitchy
17. Capital of Cuba
18. Quiche, e.g.
19. Measures proper 

acceleration
21. Gasteyer of "Saturday 

Night Live"
22. Wombs
23. Decorative pitcher
24. Molière comedy, 

with "The"
26. Ham, to Noah
27. Order to attack, 

with "on"
29. Cotillion girl
31. Pitcher, of a sort
32. Directions from space
35. Elegance
37. English
39. Song by Peter Gabriel
44. Cool
46. "I read" in Spanish
47. "Dear old" guy
48. Boiling blood
49. "I _____ really, really, 

really _____ zigazig" 
-Spice Girls

50. Drain pipe plastic
52. 1/16 of a rupee
54. Pilot's announcement, 

for short
55. Dairy farm sound
58. It needs refinement
60. Tearful
61. Anything on rail wheels

65. A Swiss army knife 
has lots of them

66. Argus-eyed
67. Patron
69. Mawkish
72. Audience
74. Append
75. Abbr. after a name
78. Crack
79. Calf-length skirt
81. Vineyard fruit
83. Bolivian export
84. Distribute 

(something) again
88. Currency of Japan
89. Favor
90. Fit together
91. Bemoan
92. Forever, poetically
93. Doll with adjustable-

length hair

DOWN
1. Horse trained for battle
2. Odd-numbered page
3. Relating to ascent
4. Ticket info, maybe
5. Beat the draft?
6. Deli bread
7. Eats
8. Make lame
9. Overembellish
10. Convened
11. Unsaturated compound 

with double bonds
12. Invented by Scottish 

engineer John 
Loudon McAdam

13. Burst

14. This fungi's no fun guy
15. Long
20. Carmaker's woe
25. Footnote word
28. Connections
30. Brought up
33. Any day now
34. Number two
36. "Caught you!"
37. They saw
38. "The Republic" writer
40. Turf
41. Attendants
42. Bump off
43. Breaks
45. Genealogy
51. Gator's cousin
53. It may be proper
56. "Take ___"
57. Shrek, for one
59. Bakery buy
62. Arctic native
63. They stamp
64. Baby goat
68. More apprehensive
69. Mythical creature
70. Departure
71. Trattoria offering
73. Turn red or yellow, say
76. Fencing equipment
77. Lingerie item
80. Capitol feature
82. New York's state flower
85. Our normal time
86. Bolted down
87. Explosive
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Chewy Granola Bars with Cranberries and Walnuts
 ▢ 3/4 cup walnuts

 ▢ 1 1/4 cups old-fash-
ioned rolled oats

 ▢ 1/2 cup raw 
sunflower seeds

 ▢ 1/4 cup vegetable 

oil

 ▢ 2 tablespoons 
water

 ▢ 1/2 cup dried 
apricots

 ▢ 1/2 cup packed 

brown sugar

 ▢ 1/4 teaspoon salt

 ▢ 3/4 cup Rice Krisp-
ies cereal

 ▢ 1/2 cup dried cran-
berries

1. Adjust oven rack 
to the middle posi-
tion and heat oven to 
350 degrees. Make an 
aluminum foil sling for 
an 8-inch square metal 
baking pan. Spray foil 
with vegetable oil spray.

2. In a food proces-
sor, pulse walnuts until 
finely chopped, about 
10 1-second pulses. 
Transfer walnuts to a 
rimmed baking sheet. 
Add oats and sunflower 
seeds to the baking 
sheet and spread into 
an even layer. Bake until 
oats are lightly browned, 
about 12 minutes.

3. Place baking sheet 
on a cooling rack and let 
cool for 10 minutes. While 

oat mixture is cooling, 
reduce oven tempera-
ture to 300 degrees.

4. Combine oil and 
water in a liquid measur-
ing cup. Add apricots, 
brown sugar and salt to 
the food processor and 
process until apricots 
are very finely ground, 
about 15 seconds. With 
the processor running, 
pour oil mixture through 
the feed tube and 
process until a paste 
forms, about 1 minute.

5. Transfer apricot 
paste to a large bowl. 
Add the cooled oat 
mixture and stir until 
oats are well coated 
with apricot paste. Add 
cereal and cranberries 

and gently stir until 
evenly combined.

6. Scrape mixture into 
the foil-lined baking pan 
and spread into an even 
layer. Use the bottom 
of a dry measuring cup 
to press down VERY 
firmly (especially at 
edges and corners) until 
smooth and flat. Bake 
until granola is brown at 
edges, about 25 minutes.

7. Transfer baking pan 
to a cooling rack and let 
the granola bars cool 
completely in the pan, 
about 2 hours. Use foil 
to lift bars out of the 
baking pan and transfer 
to a cutting board. Cut 
into bars and serve.

Homemade granola bars will 
power the kids through class

As the kids head back 
to school, these 

chewy granola bars are 
great to have on your 
baking menu. It's a perfect 
make-ahead snack and 
travels well.

A quick note: Don't use 
quick, instant, or extra-
thick rolled oats in this 

recipe. Rolled oats (also 
called old-fashioned or 
regular oats) are whole 
oats that have been 
steamed and then rolled. 

If these same oats are 
rolled very thinly, they are 
called quick oats because 
they cook, well, more 
quickly. Instant oats are 
cooked and then dehy-
drated, so they don't need 
any more cooking, just 
hot water.

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Parables of Jesus -
The Pharisee and 
the Tax Collector

www.elmiramennonite.ca
Erv Wiens Preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE
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players, and Kyle Grundy 
is no exception. Having 
played five years for the 
Kings, Grundy was a team 
captain both on and off 
the ice.

“It was a great experi-
ence being part of a team 
that is in a small commu-
nity. I was born and raised 
in Elmira,” said Grundy. 

“Having the community 
that supported us as much 
as it did – I enjoyed it 
immensely.”

Between running his 
business and four kids 
at home, Grundy hasn’t 
had all that much free 
time to dedicate towards 
the Kings, but he still 
manages to find some 
time to play a pick-up 

game with some friends.
“I still love going to 

the rink and putting my 
skates on and playing with 
my buddies,” said Grundy. 
“It’s a lot of fun, because 
we all know each other, 
we all compete hard and 
probably compete harder 
being as we all know each 
other.”

Stories of a life-long love 
of hockey will no doubt be 
prevalent in the book. The 
past players and coaches 
that have donned the 
green and yellow jerseys 
will surprise readers with 
where they have ended up.

“Whether you’re a 
recent fan or somebody 
that’s been there from the 
beginning, chances are 
you’re going to know a 
few of these people in the 
book,” said Basler. “And if 
you don’t know there’s lots 
of names that you might 
recognize that have gone 
on to the NHL.”

Once a King Always a 
King is being sold by the 
kings for $20, those inter-
ested in ordering a copy 
should reach out to Basler 
through his email at  
coachscottb@outlook.com.

KINGS: A fundraiser as club struggles with pandemic
→FROM 17
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3575 Broadway Street, Hawkesville ON

sales@clbuilders.ca 519-699-4388 countrylanebuilders.ca

HELP WANTED
Country Lane Builders is a proven 

leader in the construction industry.  
We encourage innovation, and support 

our staff to be the best they can be 
through our communication, mutual 

respect & integrity.
If you are looking for a career 

opportunity with a competitive wage 
& benefit package, please email your 

resume to jeff@clbuilders.ca 
Experience preferred but not required.  

FULL TIME FRAMING 
& TRIM CARPENTERS

required for a growing construction 
company based in Hawkesville.

Master Craftsmen of Fine Homes & Interiors

physical activity – at least 
30 minutes of activity 
daily – and modifying 
your diet.

What you eat affects 
your cholesterol levels. 
The biggest culprit these 
days is the consumption 
of transfats and saturated 
fats, which are referred to 
as "bad" fats.

Transfats often are 
found in prepackaged 
products or items that 
are made with shortening 
or margarine. Exam-
ples include doughnuts 
and cookies, nondairy 
whipped cream and 
creamer, microwavable 
popcorn, fast foods and 
fried foods. My recom-
mendation is to eliminate 
these foods from your 
diet.

You also want to cut 
back on saturated fats, 
which often are found in 
animal products such as 
bacon, butter, eggs and 
cheese. Look at making 
small changes, which can 
have a significant benefit. 
For instance, consider 
swapping full-fat ingre-
dients for low-fat options 
and substitute olive oil for 
butter.

You should not elimi-
nate fat entirely, though. 
Your body needs dietary 

fats to absorb nutrients, 
make hormones and 
build cells. However, it is 
important to understand 
the differences between 
good fats and bad fats.

Healthy or "good" fats 
are monounsaturated 
and polyunsaturated fats. 
Good examples of these 
foods to add to your diet 
include olive oils; fatty 
fish; certain nuts, such 
as almonds, walnuts and 
macadamias; and avoca-
dos.

Omega-3 has been 
shown to reduce 
triglycerides, as well as 
reduce blood pressure 
and the risk of developing 
blood clots. In people who 
already have had heart 
attacks, omega-3 fatty 
acids may reduce the risk 
of sudden death.

Increasing the amount 
of soluble fiber can 
reduce the absorption 
of cholesterol into your 
bloodstream. Five to 10 
grams or more of soluble 
fiber a day decreases your 
low-density lipoprotein 
cholesterol.

Many cookbooks and 
recipes are online to help 
you adjust your diet. The 
important thing is to start 
making small changes 
now. I suggest patients 
strive for at least eight to 

12 weeks of modifications 
before rechecking their 
cholesterol levels.

If cholesterol does 
not improve, it may 
be valuable to discuss 
medications. The most 
commonly prescribed 
medication is a statin. 
This blocks an enzyme 
that your body needs to 
make cholesterol, thereby 
decreasing the choles-
terol in your body and 
stabilizing your numbers. 
Popular statins include 
atorvastatin (Lipitor), 
fluvastatin (Lescol XL), 
lovastatin (Altoprev), 
pitavastatin (Livalo), 
pravastatin (Pravachol), 
rosuvastatin (Crestor and 
Ezallor) and simvastatin 
(Zocor and FloLipid).

You and your health 
care provider will deter-
mine the right prescrip-
tion and dose based on 
your personal situation. 
Typically, you would have 
your cholesterol checked 
three to six months after 
starting the medication.

High cholesterol is a 
challenge for some people, 
but your willingness to 
learn more and make 
lifestyle adjustments can 
go a long way to effectively 
managing the condition 
and reducing your risk for 
heart attack or stroke. 

MAYO CLINIC: You can do something about cholesterol
→FROM 17

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188
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FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

PAD ATTACHEDPAD ATTACHED
12”X24”CLICK12”X24”CLICK

VINYL TILESVINYL TILES

8989¢¢
FROM /SQ FT

REG 4.99

IN STOCK!

HIGH-GLOSSHIGH-GLOSS
LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK!

LUXURYLUXURY
CLICKCLICK
VINYLVINYL

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

12”X24”12”X24”
PORCELAIN PORCELAIN 

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

8”X8”8”X8”
PRINTEDPRINTED

TILESTILES

$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

3/4” THICK 6.5” WIDE3/4” THICK 6.5” WIDE
WHITE OAK WHITE OAK 

ENGINEERED HARDWOODENGINEERED HARDWOOD

$$449999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

IN STOCK!

AC4 COMMERCIALAC4 COMMERCIAL
12MM THICK12MM THICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115959
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

3”X6” OR 4”X12”3”X6” OR 4”X12”
SUBWAYSUBWAY

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK!

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

IN STOCK!

6” WIDE6” WIDE
SHIPLAP SHIPLAP 

PAINTED WHITEPAINTED WHITE

$$229999
FROM /LIN FT

��������
��������������
IN-STORE SHOPPING

M-F SAT SUN
10-59-6 9-6

5.5” WIDE5.5” WIDE
CONTEMPORARYCONTEMPORARY

6” WIDE6” WIDE
SQUARESQUARE

3/7” WIDE3/7” WIDE
COLONIALCOLONIAL

$$119999
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

$$222929
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.99

$$007979
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

BASEBOARDS


