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Limited-time offer. MSRP of $23,795 on the 2021 Crosstrek CP MT 
(MX1 CP). *Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus $1,800 freight 
and PDI, $249 Admin, $100 Tire Tax, $10 OMVIC, $20 Tire Levy, $20 
PPSA Service fee charge, and includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, 
license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. 
$500 Holiday Bonus is a limited time offer available towards eligible 
purchases on all new Subaru models, and can be combined with 
Subaru Canada supported lease and finance rates through 
participating Subaru Canada Dealers. **Lease rate of 0.5% for 24 
months. Lease payments of $66 weekly with $1,801 down payment. 
Lease end value $17,537 with $2,266 due on delivery. Lease based 
on a maximum of 20,000 km per year for 24 months, or 40,000 km 
total, with excess charged at $0.10/km. Subject to credit approval by 
Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Leasing and financing programs 
available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and 
finance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent 
trade-in may be required. Contact your Subaru dealer for details. 
Model shown: 2021 Crosstrek Limited Eyesight (MX2 LP) with an 
MSRP of $34,495. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to 
order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration and 
may not be equipped exactly as shown. EyeSight® is a driver-assist 
system, which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions. 
The driver is always responsible for safe  and attentive driving. 
System effectiveness depends on many factors such as vehicle 
maintenance, and weather and road conditions. Crosstrek and 
Subaru are registered trademarks. Offer ends December 31, 2021. 
Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. See your 
local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for 
complete program details.

WonderfulIt’s a

Drive

welcome to
uncommon™

value
It’s the feel-good event 
of the festive season.

SUBARU PRESENTS
$500 
 HOLIDAY BONUS

   Symmetrical Full-Time AWD 

   EyeSight® Driver Assist Technology

   Award-winning Subaru Safety

FOR 24 MONTHS WITH $1,801 DOWN. 104 PAYMENTS REQUIRED.

AT
LEASE 
WEEKLY 
FOR

$66 0.5%**
APR

2021 CROSSTREK
 WELL-EQUIPPED
FROM $25,994*

NEW!

Wrap Up Your 
Christmas!

1 Union St., Elmira  519-669-2201                Shop at www.schelters.ca • Fast and Free Delivery to Home or Work

Last Minute 
Essentials 

to help with 
the Holidays

WRAP, BAGS, 
TISSUE AND TAGS

STOCKING 
STUFFERS AND 

TEACHERS GIFTS ALL
Christmas items 25%

 Off NAPKINS, 
BOXED CARDS

 AND LETTERHEAD

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

WITH CHRISTMAS LESS 
THAN TWO weeks away, 
Lions Hall in Elmira was a 
beehive of activity as volun-
teers packed hampers for 
the Woolwich Community 
Services’ annual Goodwill 
program. With demand 
growing for support, they’re 

WCS sees increase demand for Christmas Goodwill hampers

Monday was the start of a busy week at Lions Hall in Elmira, where WCS was preparing Christmas Goodwill program hampers, aided by community support coordinator Tina Reed, volunteer Willow Woods, 
Goodwill coordinator Cathy Holland and Goodwill coordinator Lorie Silverthorne. Steve Kannon

busier than ever.
Since the pandemic 

began, WCS has seen an 
increase in people access-
ing the agency’s service, 
including the Christmas 
hamper program.

“We’ve had, I would 
say, 15 more families than 
before the pandemic,” said 
Tina Reed, coordinator 
of community support at 

WCS. “We try really hard 
not to say no to anybody.”

Monday was the start of 
food hamper preparation, 
with Reed and the other 
volunteers on hand to pack 
and sort toys, food, and 
other donated items. Every-
thing was being readied for 
pickup today (Thursday).

“Any toys that come in 
and whatnot just get saved 

for next year if they’re not 
used this year.”

WCS provided the 
community with options 
to donate with programs 
such as sponsor a family, 
wish trees and toy or food 
drives. Monetary dona-
tions were also raised for 
the Christmas Goodwill 
fund. Local commu-
nity groups, such as the 

Elmira Kiwanis Club, held 
fundraisers to support the 
holiday hampers.

“Thank you to all the 
sponsors and all the busi-
nesses and service clubs 
and all the people that 
took to make it happen – 
all the sponsors and stores 
that were willing to put 
the wish trees in them 
for people to purchase 

gifts for the food hamper 
program,” said Reed.

Monday was a busy day 
for Reed and her team of 
volunteers as they orga-
nized and sorted through 
all the donations, being 
sure to fulfill every fami-
ly’s wish list of items for 
the upcoming holidays. 
It was a large operation, 

→ HAMPERS 9
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Come join Team Hygate and 
receive TWO MONTHS FREE!

on Lexington

 WWW.HYGATELIVING.COM

215 Lexington Rd, Waterloo
519-501-1131   INFO@HYGATELIVING.COM

Hygate on Lexington is the newest and most special 
residence geared towards seniors. Give Stacey or Karen 

a call and find out what the fuss is about!

YEAR-END
SUPER SPECIAL 
OPPORTUNITY!
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three Township council this week formalized an 
agreement with the Woolwich Gymnastics 
Club to act as a flow-through source for a 
$2,400 grant from the Dan Snyder Founda-
tion. As it’s not a charity, the club could not 
directly receive the money from the Kitch-
ener Waterloo Community Fund.

The waters may not be troubled, but drivers 
will be as Waterloo Region plans to recon-
struct two bridges in Woolwich Township. 
The Church Street bridge over the Cana-
gagigue Creek, near Elmira’s Bolender 
Park, will likely be completely replaced 
next year, tying up traffic to the east.  
From the Dec. 18, 2004 edition of The Observer

Woolwich as go-between From the archives

P H A R M A C Y
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Breslau connector road put on hold; council balks at cost
Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

THE IDEA OF SPENDING 
SOME $30 million to build 
a road of unknown value 
saw Woolwich council this 
week put the project on 
hold.

The decision follows last 
week’s council discus-
sion about a recently 

PeopleCare CEO Brent Gingerich (left),  MPP Mike Harris,  Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz and Minister of Long-term Care Rod Phillips 
were in St. Jacobs Dec. 9 to announce new funding for local long-term care homes.  Justine Fraser

completed environmental 
assessment (EA) study for 
the so-called Breslau east 
connector road. The new 
route would run between 
a future Dolman Street 
extension at Fountain 
Street and Greenhouse 
Road to the east. An esti-
mated $14.5 million would 
be needed simply for an 
overpass to span the rail-

road tracks, an oversized 
project that would cover 
potential future expan-
sion of the Metrolinx/GO 
Transit line.

When built, the road 
would provide access to a 
new mixed-use neighbour-
hood known as the Thom-
asfield Homes Hopewell 
Crossing, which includes 
residential and commer-

cial development, employ-
ment lands and parks/
open space. A company 
representative last week 
said it was moving away 
from plans to include a GO 
station on its lands.

The EA study suggests 
the entire project would be 
paid for by development 
charges, additional fees 
placed on new homes to 

cover costs associated 
with growth. Thomas-
field vice-president Tom 
McLaughlin last week esti-
mated that would require 
applying the equivalent 
of the township’s current 
DC road levies, north of 
$4,500, on the next 5,800 
homes built anywhere in 
the townships.

That had Coun. Patrick → BRESLAU ROAD 5

Merlihan questioning 
the rationale of charging 
Woolwich residents for a 
road of unknown useful-
ness that appears to be of 
larger benefit to the region 
and the province should a 
GO station be built some-
day. 

“I really think this needs 
a much wider discussion 

New long-term care home for St. Jacobs
Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

A NEW LONG-TERM 
CARE FACILITY in St. 
Jacobs is among three 
projects to receive new 
funding announced last 
week by the province. 
PeopleCare plans to build 
a new home in an as-yet 
announced location in the 
village in 2023. 

Minister of Long-term 
Care Rod Phillips was in 
St. Jacobs December 9 to 
announce the funding of 
448 new and upgraded 
beds in Waterloo Region. 
He was joined by Kitchen-
er-Conestoga MPP Mike 
Harris, Woolwich Mayor 
Sandy Shantz and people-
Care CEO Brent Gingerich.

“The addition of 364 
new and 84 upgraded 

beds across Waterloo 
Region – 160 of those are 
going to be built at our 
brand-new facility right 
here in St. Jacobs and the 
remainder of the beds are 
going to be in two brand 
new homes in the region: 
192 long term care beds at 
the peopleCare Cambridge 
facility and 96 beds being 
added to Schlegel Villages 
at Winston Park,” said 

Phillips.
“With today’s 

announcement that 
means there are 1,485 new 
and upgraded beds under-
development right here in 
the region, providing that 
safe, quality care that we 
need to.”

Shantz said the new 
facility in St. Jacobs fills a 
need in the community.

→ LONG-TERM CARE 7

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

GOING INTO WEDNES-
DAY’S POLICE SERVICE 
Board meeting, regional 
police proposed trim-
ming back a 2022 budget 
increase to $10.4 million, 
or 5.6 per cent, even as 
community groups such 
as Black Lives Matter 
were calling for budgetary 
freezes or rollbacks.

Police had been asking 
for a $12.4-million increase 
– 6.71 per cent – to their 
roughly $200 million 
budget. 

The slightly lowered 
request came as police 
adjusted the timing 35 
proposed new hires, 
along with dipping into 
a projected surplus from 
this year’s budget.

Regional council, 
however, is hearing from 
groups, including ReAllo-
cate WR and Ground Up 
WR, calling for council-
lors to reject the budget 
request. Under the Police 
Services Act, municipal-
ities can only approve or 
reject police budgets in 
their entirety, not individ-

Scaled-back ask still represents extra 
$10.4 million, a 5.6% boost for 2022

ual components.
Black Lives Matter 

Waterloo Region, for 
instance, is calling for a 
rollback of $29.3 million, 
representing the accu-
mulated budget increases 
over the past three years. 
The group argues the 
money would be better 
spent on the likes of coun-
selling, addiction supports 
and youth outreach.

“The budget allocated 
for the Waterloo Regional 
Police Services this year 
is $200,143,000—19.9% of 
the total $1,003,847,000 
allocated for Regional 
Services. This is an 
increase of $10 million 
over 2019’s budget. 
This is more of our 
money that the region 
has dedicated to Public 
Health ($40,588,000), 
Seniors Services 
($39,981,000), Housing 
Services ($80,972,000), 
and the Library 
($3,214,000) combined,” 
the group argues.

Those efforts received 
cross-party support from 
Kitchener-Centre MP Mike 
Morrice (Green) and MPP 

Police meeting increased 
resistance to proposed 
large budget increase

→ POLICE BUDGET 11
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DESKTOPS LAPTOPS TABLETS / IPADS ACCESSORIES PARTS
Your full-service computer
depot for a digital world.

FInd us online www.realitybytescomputers.com

ELMIRA
36 Oriole Pkwy E.
519-669-5551
FERGUS
920 St. David St. N.,
519-787-0006

WE REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

System
Upgrades

Virus
Removal

Backup &
Recovery

E-Waste
Depot

CHROME BOOKS | MACBOOKS | LAPTOPS | IPADS

DECEMBER

WE ARE
OPEN FOR 
WALK-IN

BUSINESS

$599

$399

COME SEE US IN ELMIRA OR FERGUS TO CHECK OUT THESE GREAT DEALS ... and much m�e!

$499!

$599

Lenovo Yoga 
370 with Pen
intel i7 (7600u), 2.8 ghz, 
8 gig DDR4 Ram,
256gig SSD, 13.3” 
1920x 1080 Touch Screen, 
Windows 10 Home

NEW

$199

$199$379

AMD 
A4-9120C APU 

 4GB x 32GB   
11.6” LCD  

HP CHROMEBOOK G8

Intel i5 10th Gen CPU, 
8 GB DDR4 Ram, 
256GB SSD, 
17.3” HD Screen, 
Win 10 Home 

Lenovo 
IdeaPad 3

Lenovo T440 
Intel i5 4300u, 1.9ghz, 

8 GB Ram, 500 GB HDD, 
14” screen, Win 10 

Apple 
Macbooks! 

Starting at

WOW! BLOWOUT!

Model A1893 128gig
iPad 6 Wifi

Model A1474 
32gig

iPad Air Wifi

Regular$42999

BLOWOUT!BLOWOUT!

Regular$299

NEW! 
(OPEN BOX)

BLOWOUT!

Regular$699

Regular$699

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

Please continue to
follow local public
health guidelines

Shop Local Contest

Sh  p Local
WOOLWICH

Be kind, show your appreciation & tip generously

Shop Local   .   Eat Local   .   Spend Local   .   Love Local

Shop local online or in-store & purchase gift cards directly from local businesses or
visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca

Steps to Support Local

Dine-in or order take out from local restaurants

Leave positive reviews! Post photos & tag businesses! 

1

2

3

4

Shop at a local business until Christmas Eve1

2 Upload photo of receipt online: bit.ly/WoolwichContest

3 Post photo and use #ShopLocalWoolwich for an extra ballot!

Chance to win $100 prepaid visa
each week until Christmas! 

Winners
announced

Fridays!

Follow all
@WoolwichTownship
social media accounts
to see what our local
businesses have to
offer this season!

Things to do in Woolwich

Visit our beautiful quaint downtowns! 
Downtown Elmira 

St. Jacobs Village
downtownelmira.ca

stjacobsvillage.com
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Dr. Mira Nusaputra & Associates

� !

10 Parkside Drive, PO Box 240

St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

T: 519-664-2434   |   F: 519-664-3824
 

info@stjacobsdentalcare.ca www.stjacobsdentalcare.ca

Come be part of our
wonderful family at

!Welcoming
���new��patients !

TAKE THIS TEST: 
Do you have…

Yellow Teeth

Sensitive Teeth

Crooked Teeth

Bad Breath

Bleeding Gums

Missing Teeth

Fear of Dentistry

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

THE FORMER KIWANIS 
HOUSE PROPERTY 
in Elmira will be used 
to provide affordable 
housing under a township 
proposal aired last week.

Woolwich is looking to 
declare as surplus the land 
at 28 South St. W. If that 
goes through, the plan is 
to request proposals to 
develop housing on the 
site at the corner of Snyder 
Avenue, near the Wool-
wich Memorial Centre.

The site currently 
contains an unoccupied 
detached house, an acces-
sory shed, a community 
garden and approximately 
half of an existing parking 
lot (28 spaces) adjacent to 
Lions Hall.

“The township will 
consider a range of options 
in the RFP (request for 
proposals) including 
selling the subject lands 
with the commitment to 
construct and maintain 
the lands for affordable 
housing or retain owner-
ship of the subject lands 
but have the successful 
proponent construct and 
manage the affordable 
housing project,” said 
planner John Scarfone 
in a report prepared for a 
public meeting December 
7.

Along with two letters 
of support for affordable 

– this is a $30 million road 
in today’s dollars, and it 
has huge implications on 
every home that’s going to 
be built in the next decade 
or so,” he said, suggesting 
the economics alone were 
something of a “deal-
breaker.”

Given that there’s no 
existing downtown core in 
Breslau, just what would 
the route be connecting 
residents of the new subdi-

vision to? he asked, adding 
the future commercial 
development will be north 
of Victoria Street at Ebycrest 
Road, the proposed site of a 
power centre.

In that vein, Coun. Scott 
McMillan questioned 
whether a connector road 
was the best use of $30 
million to build a sense of 
community.

“Is this how we would 
do it?” he asked. “What are 
people going to get on the 

road for?
“We have created a just 

large Kitchener subdivi-
sion in Breslau. I question 
whether this is the solu-
tion or not.”

Merlihan argued the 
road might have limited 
local value, so shouldn’t be 
a funding priority.  

“I don’t think one penny 
of that should be borne 
on future residents of 
Woolwich Township,” he 
said, noting it should be a 

provincial cost. “It’s just 
way too much money.”

For that reason, 
the process should be 
deferred, he added.

“For us to pass this 
tonight, we set everything 
in motion to start the next 
process, which is adding 
those DCs to homes 
immediately and starting 
to collect money for this. I 
don’t think we can do that, 
and I don’t think we should 
because we’ll lose any kind 

leverage about talking 
to the other interested 
parties,” said Merlihan, 
adding the region and prov-
ince should be at the table.

“If we pass this tonight, 
we will have zero leverage 
to get the right people to 
be paying for this infra-
structure.”

The costs prompted 
Coun. Larry Shantz to 
suggest the connection 
should be scaled back 
until the need for a road 

could be ascertained.
“When we entered 

this we weren’t thinking 
this was going to be a 
$30-million project, but 
it did creep up on us, for 
sure,” he said, suggesting 
the overpass be a pedes-
trian route.

“I’m not sure we need 
to explore future funding 
options until we know this 
road will actually connect 
the communities,” McMil-
lan added.

→FROM 3

BRESLAU ROAD: Split vote sees some councillors looking for assurances route is needed prior to applying new DC fees

Woolwich eyes affordable housing project for Kiwanis House

housing, councillors heard 
from two other residents 
concerned about traffic 
issues in the neighbour-
hood.

South Street resident 
Marc McInerney, who 
addressed councillors in 
the online meeting, said 
repurposing the site makes 
sense, but requested atten-
tion be paid to the impact 
of increased traffic. He 
noted volumes are already 

picking up at the WMC and 
a new multi-unit residen-
tial building is slated for 
the nearby former town-
ship pool property at the 
corner of Ernst Street.

“I’m concerned about 
parking and traffic, 
not just for the Kiwanis 
House,” he said, point-
ing to potential loss of 
on-street parking and the 
need for traffic-calming 
measures.

Growing traffic issues in 
Elmira were addressed by 
resident Judy Furlong in a 
written submission.

“Perhaps before creating 
the new subdivision on 
Barnswallow and increas-
ing density in the core, we 
should address the traffic 
flow in and out of town, as 
well as around the down-
town core,” she wrote.

Those concerns were 
echoed by Coun. Patrick 

Woolwich is looking to redevelop the site at South Street and Snyder Avenue to clear the way for an affordable housing project.

Merlihan, who welcomed 
the affordable housing 
plan as a solution to 
longstanding talks about 
the future of the vacant 
Kiwanis House.

Coun. Scott McMillan 
added there should be 
ample parking at the WMC 
to compensate for the loss 
of spaces adjacent to Lions 
Hall.

Deanne Friess, the town-
ship’s director of devel-

opment services, said the 
final configuration of the 
parking spaces and the 
property itself will depend 
on the housing plan that is 
chosen, should the project 
go ahead.

Last week’s discussion 
was just the first public 
meeting required to 
declare the land surplus, 
with a staff report coming 
back to council at a later 
date.
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Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays

“Where Quality Comes First”

3044 Sawmill Rd.,  St. Jacobs, ON

Wishing You A Safe & Merry Christmas
From all the elves at our workshop

519-664-3711

VALUGUARD
SECURITY SYSTEMS LTD.
VALUGUARD
SECURITY SYSTEMS LTD.

Wishing 
you a safe 
and happy 

holiday 
season 

from all of us at

519-699-4020
valuguard.ca www.dunnheating.com

75 Rankin St.
Waterloo 519-746-6000

from

Mobile: 519-699-4095 | Email:  fermon@fermonconstruction.com
fermonconstruction.com

We thank-you for your 
support in 2021

We thank-you for your 
support in 2021

Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!

HILLCREST

2192 Floradale Road | 519-669-1381 

Home Baking

Follow the 
Christmas star 
to a happy and 
fulfilling holiday 

season. We 
sincerely value 
your patronage 

this year, and look 
forward to seeing 

you again soon.

Behold the Christmas SpiritBehold the Christmas Spirit

SYD SNIDER
OWNER/MANAGER

100 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira  |  519.669.1949

Gourmet Oils & Vinegars 
Gift Emporium 

2 Arthur St. S., Elmira |  226-600-3502 

Thank you for 
your support 

& wishing you 
all the best in 
the new year!

ELMIRA, ON

519-669-2256
RESIDENT IAL  •  COMMERCIAL  •  PERSONAL IZED SERVICE  •  FREE  EST IMATES

“A Good Job Done Every Time”

Colleen  |  t. 519-669-2033 | c. 519-581-7868

Wi� Bright WishesWi� Bright Wishes
It’s the happiest time of the year,and it’s customers like you who

make our work worthwhile. Thanks so much for your support. 

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

www.elmirainsurance.ca

Wishing you 
all the Magic 

and Joy this
Holiday 
Season!

Wishing you 
all the Magic 

and Joy this
Holiday 
Season!

Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays

Season’s Greetings☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings

HO! HO! HO!

Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays

Season’s Greetings☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings

Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays

Season’s Greetings☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings



C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S  |  7   Thursday, December 16, 2021 | THE OBSERVER

December 13-24th

30% off 
All Pet Toys 

& Treats!

Pet Food – Naturally Raised Meats – Bird Seed – Equine Feed and Supplies

2755 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg
519-699-5200 • www.jfm.ca

Lots of other In-Store Specials!

Lots of Gifts under our tree for your Pets! 

519-669-8234
6 Memorial Ave. Elmira    

www.guysandolls.ca

“This is an exciting 
announcement, not only 
for the township but also 
for the region. The beds 
are spread across the 
region, and we all know 
there are not enough beds 
for seniors who are looking 
for them. I’m particularly 
happy that we’re getting 
some beds here in Wool-
wich because we do very 
much need them,” she 
said.

This funding is part of 
the government’s $6.4 
billion commitment to 
see more than 30,000 new 
long-term care beds by 
2028, alongside 28,000 
upgraded beds across 

Ontario. Locally, that 
includes funding for the 
peopleCare projects.

“PeopleCare is a fami-
ly-owned organization 
and value-based organi-
zation. It was founded by 
my grandparents with our 
Mennonite roots over 50 
years ago – we’ve made 
it our mission to care for 
others in the community,” 
said Gingerich, who is 
also chair of the Ontario 
Long Term Care Associ-
ation.

“Our vision has been to 
change the world of senior 
living. To me, this award 
is an amazing opportu-
nity to create a warm, and 
welcoming home to those 

unable to be cared for in 
their own homes.

“Building these long-
term care homes gives us 
a chance to create jobs 
in the community, to 
hire more great people 
and we will work very 
hard to make this home a 
place where these caring, 
frontline workers feel 
engaged, valued and 
supported.”

Seven other homes 
previously have been 
allocated new or upgraded 
beds as part of the Ontario 
government’s long-term 
care modernization plan. 

“PeopleCare has been 
caring for seniors in our 
community for many 

years. We’re very excited 
to build a home here in 
St. Jacobs, and I want to 
thank Mayor Shantz and 
their team for the ongo-
ing support in enabling 
operators like peopleCare 
to increase capacity, 
modernize their homes 
and deliver care and 
outcomes that enhance 
experiences for residents 
and their families. We’re 
grateful for the govern-
ment for understanding 
the sector’s pressures 
and taking action,” said 
Gingerich. “We look 
forward to working with 
you to get shovels in the 
ground on this exciting 
project.”

→FROM 3

LONG-TERM CARE: Provincial funding announced for new beds in St. Jacobs

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

LESS THAN A WEEK 
AFTER the first case of the 
Omicron variant appeared 
in the area, incidences are 
becoming more wide-
spread.

Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph  (WDG) Public 
Health reported the first 
case December 9, a young 
Guelph male between the 
age of 10 and 20 who had 
been double vaccinated. 
By Monday, Waterloo 
Region reported the first 
four cases of the new vari-
ant. Officials added there 
were nine sports teams 
with suspect or confirmed 
Omicron cases, with 
more than 500 high-risk 
contacts associated with 
tournament play.  

“Omicron will spread 
incredibly fast, and 
many will be infected. I 
am asking residents of 
Waterloo Region to rally 
together to reduce the 
number of people who 
suffer serious outcomes 

With Omicron variant in the area, health officials urge caution, vaccination booster shots
in our community,” said 
medical officer of health 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang in a 
release. “Our best defense 
against severe conse-
quences from COVID-19 is 
immunization; for those 
aged 50 or older, please get 
your third-dose booster as 
soon as possible. I am also 
asking our community to 
reduce all non-essential 
contact with others at this 
time, including sports 
contact.”

The number of COVID 
cases in the region and 
neighbouring Wellington 
County has been steadily 
rising over the last couple 
weeks, now with a sharp 
incline from the weekend. 
At midweek, Waterloo 
Region reported 430 
active cases of COVID-
19, up from 293 the week 
earlier. WDG public health 
reported 100 new cases 
over the weekend, bring-
ing their total active case 
count to 224.

“This is a reminder 
that we must remain 
vigilant,” said Dr. Nicola 

Mercer, medical offi-
cer of health and CEO 
of Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph Public Health 
in a statement. “I know it 
has been a long pandemic, 
but we must continue to 
act in ways that protect 
ourselves, those we love 
and our communities from 
this virus.

 “We know that the 
combined protection 
of the public health 
measures available to us: 
masking, physical distanc-
ing, limiting gathering 
sizes and getting first, 
second and booster doses 
of a COVID-19 vaccine 
will continue to protect us 
against the virus.”

According to the Ontario 
Science table, 22.6 per 
cent of confirmed cases in 
Ontario are caused by the 
Omicron variant. 

“We will try to vacci-
nate as many Ontarians 
as we can heading into 
the holidays,” Ontario’s 
medical officer of health, 
Dr. Kieran Moore,  said 
in a briefing about the 

new variant Tuesday 
afternoon. “We’re seeing 
Omicron quickly become 
the dominant strain in 
Ontario – we know that it 
spreads very, very quickly 
so the isolation of high risk 
contacts seems appro-
priate across Ontario at 
present.”

As of Monday, the region 
began offering booster 
shots to residents over the 
age of 50 whose previ-
ous dose was at least six 
months ago.

Officials are seeing 
increased pressure on 
hospitals in the region 
given the recent uptick.

“Pressures on our 
ICUs will impact other 
patients due to staffing 
limitations. To flatten the 
curve, we need to reduce 
transmission of the virus 
by increasing vaccina-
tion and following public 
health measures,” said 
Wang during the region’s 
weekly pandemic briefing 
December 10.

“The Omicron situa-
tion is uncertain but the 

potential impact on the 
healthcare system could 
be substantial. Vaccina-
tion continues to be highly 
effective. Unvaccinated 
people have a five times 
higher risk of symptom-
atic COVID-19, a 13 times 
higher risk of being in the 
hospital and a 23 times 
higher risk of being in the 
ICU. The experience in 
other countries suggest 
that we need to boost 
immunity with third 
doses.”

Wang urged residents 
and businesses to limit 
holiday gatherings again 

this year, to avoid spread-
ing the new variant. 

“We all hoped this 
holiday season would be 
different, but we cannot 
let our guards down now. 
The smaller the size of 
any gathering, the better. 
We have the opportunity 
to act now to prevent our 
healthcare system from 
being overwhelmed, 
to maintain our gains,  
and to keep our schools 
and businesses open. 
The best way to reduce 
the spread of Delta and 
Omicron is to get vacci-
nated.”

Josie Hofbauer has been a member of  the 1st Elmira Scouts for more than four years. Taking after her father, she helped sell the trees 
in Gore Park this year, which has a small supply left.  Justine Fraser
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519.669.3388    www.grandridge.ca

 Elmira, ON

We wish you a 
Christmas filled 
with the wonder of 
the birth of Christ.

Merry 
Christmas!

From all 
of us at

WISHING
EVERYONE

a Merry Christmas 
and a safe and happy 

holiday season!

519-577-0370 | www.marwilconcrete.ca

Season’s
    Greetings 
Season’s
    Greetings 

to you and yours
Woods, clemens,

fletcher & cronin
L a w  O f f i c e

9 Memorial Ave.
Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z6

 T: 519-669-5101; F: 519-669-5618
lawoffice@woodsclemens.ca

177 George Str., 
Arthur, ON N0G 1A0

T: 519-848-5858

26 Wellington St. S.
Drayton, Ontario N0G 1P0

T: 519-638-5767

1245 Queens Bush Rd, 
Wellesley, ON N0B 2T0

T: 519-513-9552

2170 Floradale Rd.,
Floradale
519.669.2183

MODULAR BUILDINGS | MOVING,LEASING & SALES

Thinking of you and wishing
you a season of heavenly peace.

OK TIRE ELMIRA
519.669.3232
371 Arthur St. S.

Prince of Peace
At this time of year, let us 

remember the true meaning of 
Christmas — the miracle of a 

babe, born in a manger. May His 
love ring out to the world.

Peace on 
Earth, good 
will towards 

men.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
&

HAPPY NEW YEAR
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Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays



C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S  |  9   Thursday, December 16, 2021 | THE OBSERVER

HAMPERS:  WCS goodwill baskets 
are ready for delivery today

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

SEE IN STORE FOR MORE FEATURES 

Reg.$3.35/lb

$13.49 /lb Reg.$16.99 - $17.49 /lbPRIME RIB ROAST 
OR STEAK   

TRIPLE A OR HIGHER 

BONE-IN HAM 
$2.99

/lb

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

GIFT CERTIFICATES,
IN TIME FOR 

CHRISTMAS

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Brent Wiancko B.A (Hons.);  M.A. (History), M.A. (Public History), J.D.

Michelle Barbosa-Macedo Licensed Paralegal

 We do gift certificates for 
estate planning services. 

Call us for details!

Do the special people in your life 
need wills and powers of attorney?

kwsewingmachines.comTEL. 519-884-6981

385 FREDERICK ST., KITCHENER (FREDERICK MALL)
Where Those Who Sew Go!

M100 QDC 
$849.95

•100 Stitch electronic machine 
•Auto thread cutter 
•Easy set drop-in bobbin
•Heavy duty needle bar 
•Needle up/down button
•Built-in needle threader
•Extension table, 

Hard cover, DVD 

Repairs to
 all makes

Bonus 6 piece
 quilting kit

SALEHoliday
MRSP $1399.95

COVID-19 Update 
We are open and following all Covid protocols. 

Curbside pick up & drop off available upon request.
Monday to Friday 9:30 to 5, Saturday 9:30 to 4:30.

Maker Series

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

THE MERGER OF 
WATERLOO NORTH 
Hydro (WNH) with its 
Kitchener Wilmot coun-
terpart got the green light 
from Woolwich council 
this week, moving the 
venture forward.

The vote by councillors 
Tuesday night was the 
latest development in 
merger plans announced 
October 1, though WNH 
has been looking at merger 
options since 2017. The 
amalgamation would 
create the province’s 
seventh largest utility, 
based on the number of 
customers served – some 
158,000.

Woolwich, Wellesley and 
the city of Waterloo jointly 
own Waterloo North 
Hydro Holding Corpora-
tion, which in turn owns 

Woolwich approves plans for hydro utility merger
Waterloo North Hydro 
(WNH). The City of Kitch-
ener and Wilmot Town-
ship own Kitchener Power 
Corporation, which wholly 
owns Kitchener-Wilmot 
Hydro. In both cases, the 
cities are the majority 
shareholders, ownership 
having been established 
based on population.

The proposed merger 
anticipates annual savings 
of $2.9M due to stream-
lining and efficiencies. 
These annual savings will 
be passed on to share-
holders during the first 
10 years post-merger, 
and subsequently passed 
on to customers there-
after. WNH customers 
will receive ten-year rate 
stability and lower distri-
bution rates as compared 
to a standalone scenario, 
according to a study 
carried out by the compa-
nies.

Following the Octo-
ber announcement, the 
utilities carried out a 
communications program 
to explain the deal and 
solicit feedback. That 
process, including a public 
meeting, garnered “quite 
limited response.

In response to a ques-
tion from Coun. Murray 
Martin, WNH chief exec-
utive Rene Gatien said a 
public information centre 
saw some 17 people attend, 
while the website gener-
ated 15 inquiries.

Coun. Patrick Merli-
han asked if there were 
other mergers of Ontario 
utilities that might serve 
as an example of what 
local hydro customers can 
expect.

“Do you see some areas 
that you can look at as 
a success story in the 
merger for the benefit of 
the public?”

Gatien noted there’s 
been a number of such 
mergers, including one 
slightly further along in 
the process involving the 
Cambridge-based Energy+ 
and Brantford Power. 
Perhaps more illustrative 
is the case of Elexicon 
Corporation in Durham 
Region, he suggested.

“They’ve been merged 
now for about three years, 
and I believe they’re just 
starting to come out of 
some of their integration 
synergies and starting 
to see some of the good 
effects of having merged 
an entity,” he said, noting 
the combined company 
there is similar in size to 
what the as-yet unnamed 
merged local entity would 
become.

“We  should expect to 
lower our operating costs 
per customer because 
we have some savings 

in systems we use and 
other things we do. And 
the other thing is we’ll be 
better suited to provide 
new services to customers 
as technology changes and 
new things come along. 
We’re starting to see some 
of those things out of 
Elexicon.”

While noting the 
municipal owners expect 
to see increased divi-
dends, Merlihan asked 
about benefits to the 
customers.

“I think for a lot of 
people, myself included, it 
comes down to that piece 
of paper that comes in the 
mail every month. What 
can they expect for rates, 
the benefit to the merger?”

Gatien replied that 
customers would see only 
inflationary increases for 
10 years in the portion of 
the bill applied by the local 
distribution company, 

with lower rates to follow.
“Our customers should 

see a reduction in rates 
over what they would have 
seen under a standalone,” 
he said. “I think it setting 
us up in many ways for the 
benefit of the customers, 
and keeping us a strong, 
stable company for the 
next years to come.”

Under the current struc-
ture, the City of Waterloo 
owns 73.2 per cent of the 
holding company, Wool-
wich owns 20.2 per cent 
and Wellesley owns 6.6 
per cent. Under a merged 
entity, the City of Kitch-
ener would be the majority 
owner at 53.4 per cent, 
followed by Waterloo at 31 
per cent, Woolwich with 
8.5 per cent, Wilmot at 4.5 
and Wellesley with 2.8 per 
cent.

More information can 
be found at www.connect-
inglocalpower.ca.

The Royal Highland Fusiliers of Canada were in the region last Saturday for their annual Fill an Army Truck Food Drive. After a one-year 
hiatus, they collected food items from the community to give to area food banks. Justine Fraser

with tables overflowing 
with toys, food, and other 
items.

“When it comes to the 
toys and everything, we 
actually don’t see it all 
until it’s at the hall – then 
it’s kind of all spread out.”

This week’s packing 
was the culmination of 
a process that began in 
November when fami-
lies start applying for 
the Christmas Goodwill 
program. Reed noted it 
takes a variety of volun-
teers throughout the 
community to make it all 
happen.

→FROM COVER “We also have a whole 
bunch of schools that have 
been doing collections as 
well. The fire department, 
a bunch of volunteers, 
drive around to a whole 
bunch of different schools 
and a couple businesses 
and pick everything up for 
us and bring it to the hall. 
It takes a lot of volunteers 
to pull this off,” she said.

Local families may 
apply later than the 
November 30 deadline if 
they are in need and they 
try to make sure every 
family that applies has 
toys for children and food 
for Christmas dinner.
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150 Church St. W., Elmira
519-669-5672

Providing Emergency and 
Preventative Health Care for your 
Horses, Pets and Farm Livestock

We’re wishing you
and Santa’s 

Little Helpers
Happy Holidays!

OPEN 8AM TO 10PM 7 DAYS A WEEK • CLOSED DEC 25 + JAN 1 • OPEN BOXING DAY 10AM-6PM

Wishing You & Your Family

519-669-1653 • 11 Arthur St. N., Elmira

100 Union St., Elmira

www.woolwichrentals.ca
www.reistindustries.com

As We Give ThanksAs We Give Thanks

Woolwich Rentals
519.669.0524

Reist Industries
519.669.1501

We think of the many blessings bestowed
on us this year. Your support has been

much appreciated throughout these
months. May God bless you at this

wondrous time and always.

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS

104 BONNIE CRES UNIT 1
519-669-0264

Enjoy time spent
with family & friends

Signs
Banners
Truck Lettering
Digital Printing

Solid Gold Realty
(II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated
180 Weber St. S., WaterlooOffice: 519-888-7110

www.lindaandmichelle.ca 

Linda Dreveny
Sales Representative
linda@soldbylinda.ca

Michelle Dreveny
Sales Representative
michelle@soldbylinda.ca Plumbing • Water Treatment • Radiant Floor Heating • Boilers

New! - We now do Furnaces & HVAC

Merry Christmas to you and 
your family this holiday season

1426 Hutchinson Road, Wellesley • Tel: 519-656-3030 • www.jantziplumbing.ca
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Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm 

 Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

 

  

Elmira Remedy’sRx
75 Arthur St. South

Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Wyatt St
Dental
Office

Elmira 
Medical 
Centre

St. JamesLutheran
Church

Arthur St
Dental
Office

ELMIRAPHARMACY
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Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

From All 
Of Us 

at:

Closed stat holidays

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

Three Courses for
$40/ person

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.caCall or Email 
to Pre-Order

Dec. 30 & 31 
Takeout Only

Course 1: Spinach Salad
OR French Onion Soup
Course 2: Roast Prime Rib of Beef au Jus,
OR Chicken Cordon Bleu w/ Veggie Ragout

Course 3: Chocolate Truffle Torte
OR Lemon Raspberry Tart

New Years Gala
Ready to Heat 3 Course Dinners

WWW.TWICETHEDEALPIZZA.COM

519-669-4777519-669-4777
315 ARTHUR ST S., ELMIRA 

ORDER ONLINE:

DECEMBER 8

2:59 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police made 
an arrest in connection 
to a drug investigation 
in Wellesley Township 
after completing a search 
warrant at a residence in 
the area of Kressler Road 
and Lobsinger Line. A 
35-year-old woman and 
a 32-year-old man, both 
from Wellesley Town-
ship, were arrested and 
charged with several 
drug- and firearm-re-
lated charges. Police 
seized suspected meth-
amphetamine, cocaine 
and prescription pills. A 
firearm and ammunition 
were also seized.  

DECEMBER 9

9:35 AM |  Pol ice 
received a report of a 
theft from a motor vehi-
cle in the area of Village 
Green Way in Wilmot 
Township. An unknown 
suspect entered a vehicle 
and stole change. There 
was no property damage 
reported. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

8:40 PM | A Waterloo 
Regional Police Service 
officer drove by a vehicle 
in a ditch on Weimar Line 
in Wellesley Township. 
The driver lost control of 

The Waterloo Regional 
Police station in Elmira 
closed suddenly last 
month as a cost-saving 
measure, police say.

Responding this week 
to earlier inquiries, police 
said in a statement the 
decision to close the 
Industrial Drive location 
was made as part of a 
recent facilities review. 

Police say Elmira station closure was a cost-saving move

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Continuing to deploy 
officers from the leased 
space would “require 
significant investment,” 
police said.

“As part of our contin-
uous cost-avoidance 
and cost mitigation 
reviews, these officers 
will now be deployed out 
of our North division, 
located on Columbia 

Street East in Waterloo. 
There will be no impact 
to call response or police 
visibility in the rural 
areas. Officers assigned 
to specific rural areas 
will continue to maintain 
their roles and provide 
effective service to 
community members.

“The WRPS currently 
has community offices 

in the Wellesley Arena 
and the North Dumfries 
Sports Complex and, 
throughout 2022, the 
service will continue to 
explore rural policing, 
rural deployment, and 
rural response times as 
it works on a long-term 
facility plan to provide 
further support to rural 
communities.”

their vehicle, slid off the 
right side of the road, 
struck a guard rail post, 
and then slid down an 
embankment. The road 
conditions were slippery 
at the time. There were no 
physical injuries reported. 
Police did not lay charges.

DECEMBER 10

2:20 PM | Police received 
a report of a break and 
enter in the area of Berletts 
Road and Notre Dame 
Drive in Wilmot Town-
ship. Sometime between 
12:30 p.m. and 2:15 p.m., 
unknown suspect(s) 
gained accessed to a resi-
dence and stole personal 
property. Anyone with 
information is asked to 
contact police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.

3:41 PM |  Pol ice 
responded to Listowel and 
Steffler roads in Wellesley 
Township where a vehicle 
had slid into a ditch to poor 
weather conditions.

10:12 PM | Police received 
a report of a vehicle strik-
ing a deer while travelling 
on Wilmot Easthope Road 
in Wilmot Township.

DECEMBER 11

5:44 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of another car-ver-
sus-deer incident, this 

one at Ebycrest Road and 
Bridge Street in Woolwich 
Township.

7:02 PM | Police received 
a report of a collision in 
the area of Wellington 
Road 86 and Mallott Road 
in Wellesley Township. 
The driver of a vehicle 
was travelling east on 
Wellington Road 86 and 
stuck another vehicle that 
was travelling in the oppo-
site direction. The driver, a 
37-year-old Bruce County 
woman, was charged with 
‘dangerous operations’ 
and ‘impaired driving.’ 

DECEMBER 13

2:00 PM | A 28-year-
old Mississauga man 
faces charges after being 
arrested following a bomb 
threat at the Region of 
Waterloo International 
Airport. A passenger 
reported to staff that 
another passenger threat-
ened that he had a bomb 
on the plane. Upon arrival, 
police took one male into 
custody. The plane was 
also evacuated of all 
passengers. No explo-
sives were found on the 
plane. Operations at the 
airport were interrupted 
for several hours as police 
and airport staff cleared 
the plane. The suspect 
was charged with ‘utter-
ing threats to cause death’ 
and ‘mischief - interfere 
with operation of prop-

erty.’ The accused was 
held in police custody for a 
bail hearing. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. Anonymous 
tips can also be submitted 
at www.waterloocrimes-
toppers.com. 

2:35 PM | A 15-year-
old youth was arrested 
after a weapons call at 
Elmira District Secondary 
School. Police responded 
when staff reported 
a physical altercation 
between students involv-
ing a firearm. Through 
the investigation, police 
determined a male victim 
was confronted after class 
by another male youth 
who allegedly brandished 
a firearm during the alter-
cation. The victim suffered 
non-life-threatening inju-
ries as a result of the inci-
dent. A 15-year-old male 
was charged with ‘point 
firearm,’ ‘assault with a 
weapon’ and ‘possession 
of a weapon for a danger-
ous purpose.’ The firearm 
was determined to be 
a BB gun. The accused 
is scheduled to appear 
in court on February 4, 
2022. Anyone with infor-
mation is encouraged to 
call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477. Anon-
ymous tips can also be 
submitted at www.water-
loocrimestoppers.com. 

Laura Mae Lindo (NDP) in 
a joint letter.

“Our hope is that you 
will take this opportunity 
to consider reallocating 
any proposed increase in 
the Waterloo region police 
budget to Black and Indig-
enous-led community 
initiatives that address the 
root causes of crime and 
create greater equity,” they 
wrote.

Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz, who serves on 
the police board, said she 
was looking at both sides 
of the debate heading 
into the December 15 
meeting.

“I am trying get a 
better understanding 
of the financial trade-
offs that have already 
been done in the last 
few years.  The delega-
tions had two asks:  fund 
upstream initiatives and 
freeze funding to police 
services.  What I didn’t 
hear was what services 
do they want frozen or 
reduced?” she said in an 
email.

“I appreciate and agree 
with the value of investing 
in upstream initiatives.  
The reality of this kind 
of cultural change is 
that we will operate with 
two systems for a period 

time as we transition.  It 
is expensive, but until 
we have, for example, a 
mental health system 
that has the resources to 
respond 24/7, we cannot 
ask the police not to 
respond to those calls.  
There are many calls 
where police have saved 
lives.”

Shantz noted that 
removing some functions 
from the police would 
require moving the costs 
to other regional depart-
ments, with some overlap 
likely to remain. That 
transition might involve 
operating two systems for 
a while.

“I heard from many 
delegates that they are 
looking for a new social 
model and that will take 
buy-in from the entire 
community to implement.  
We are working toward 
that new model.  I appreci-
ate the thoughtful dele-
gations and the need for 
change.  It will likely take 
another generation to fully 
realize that goal.  I believe 
in the need for change, 
but need to weigh the cost 
of the changeover with 
the need to support our 
residents and keep them 
safe.  The transition will 
be a challenging time,” she 
said.

→FROM 3

POLICE BUDGET: Community groups call for money to be reallocated

We’ll be observing 
the holidays with 
family and friends.

Closed 
Friday December 24 

Reopening 
Monday January 3, 2022

Yule still get The Observer, but our 
office will be closed during the break. 
Your inquires will be responded to when 
we return. 

See you in 2022!   
Have a safe, happy 

and healthy holidays.
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get  
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

Opinion “Poverty can mean poor nutrition, substan-
dard housing, missed opportunities, and 
ongoing stress and anxiety. All of these can 
have lifelong effects. In a province as rich 
as Ontario, in a country as rich as Canada, 
we’re out of excuses to end poverty.” 
Randy Robinson, Ontario director of the Canadian Centre 
for Policy Alternatives, on new data showing 500,000 chil-
dren in the provice are growing up in poverty.

Youth across Canada are reporting 
higher levels of anxiety and substance 
use concerns, with less ability to handle 
pandemic stress. Youth are also consum-
ing more alcohol and cannabis. Almost 45% 
of young people (ages 16-24 years) report 
moderate to severe anxiety symptoms. 
Canadian Centre on Substance Use and Addiction and the 
Mental Health Commission of Canada 

Verbatim The Monitor

Woolwich council has some basic econom-
ics at play in making a decision about a 
new road proposed for Breslau. There’s 
a cost-benefit analysis to carry out, and 

there’s the issue of opportunity cost.
With a projected price tag of about $30 million – $26.5 

million for construction and another $3.5 million for the likes 
of design and land acquisition – the so-called Breslau east 
collector road already bears scrutiny. Just what purpose will 
it serve? How many people will use it? Are existing routes 
good enough for connecting the new subdivision?

Putting the issue on hold until a valid need can be demon-
strated is a good first step.

The proposed route, with its $15-million overpass, appears 
directed at a potential future GO station on Greenhouse Road 
than for local traffic. If so, that would make the road of more 
use to the region and to Metrolinx than to Woolwich, whose 
residents are nonetheless expected to pay for it.

Funding would come from development charges – fees 
applied to new homes ostensibly to help cover the cost of 
growth – tacked on to all the new homes built in the township 
once formally approved by council. Based on today’s charges 
for roads, subdivision developer Thomasfield Homes esti-
mates the buyers of some 5,800 new builds in the township 
would face an additional $4,500-$5,000 fee on top of the tens 
of thousands in DC charges already levelled.

Leaving aside the irony of the township and region talking 
about housing affordability in a time of ever-growing fees, 
there’s the opportunity cost to consider. That applies not 
only to removing money from the local economy – every 
extra dollar a new homebuyer pays is another dollar diverted 
from other spending – but to the township’s ability to keep 
returning to the well for yet-more DC money. The $30 million 
extracted for the Breslau road isn’t the first or the last hit 
homeowners face.

Just as the township has to juggle spending priorities when 
it comes to dealing with its infrastructure deficit – there 
are more projects than there are dollars each year – Wool-
wich also needs to moderate how much money it lifts from 
people’s wallets. There is, unfortunately, a tendency to see 
development charges as free money, funds that can be taken 
without calling the move a tax increase and without direct 
budget implications.

At first blush, the connector road – particularly the over-
pass – fails the cost-benefit analysis: the crossing would 
be used by too few residents. Even in isolation, spending 
that kind of money doesn’t make sense. More so when you 
consider that the township already has a substantial infra-
structure deficit measuring into the tens of millions, projects 
far more pressing than the road and overpass, “free” money 
notwithstanding.

Woolwich, like every other municipality in the country, is 
way behind in setting aside money to replace aging roads, 
bridges, sewers and facilities. It faces an infrastructure deficit 
of more than $60 million over the next decade for road and 
bridge work alone.

For years we’ve coasted on the infrastructure built decades 
ago: we never saved for a rainy day, and now the skies have 
opened up. The township has too much on its plate to add 
to the list (or to spend money on non-essential services, but 
that’s another story).

Mounting expenses apply to all of the infrastructure in the 
township, from water pipes to municipal buildings. Every 
government, in fact, has a growing list of things that need 
repair or replacement. And every government has been bad 
for years and decades at setting aside enough money to pay 
for those necessities. Most can’t even get a handle on today’s 
operating costs, let alone save enough for tomorrow. 

It’s in that context that council has to look at spending 
scarce resources, in Breslau or elsewhere.

Determine valid need before 
rushing into road project

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

The “new normal,” said 
International Energy 

Agency spokesperson Heymi 
Bahar last May, may be a far 
faster expansion of renewable 
energy than expected, driven 
mainly by market forces. So 
fast, in fact, that it raises a 
different kind of risk (but he 
didn’t mention that).

The good news is big and 
undeniable. There has been a 
step-change in the growth of 
wind and solar power, which 
jumped by 45 per cent world-
wide in 2020 – and despite the 
pandemic this year’s growth 
will be even higher. Even more 
important, hardly any other 
source of energy is growing at all.

The old pattern was that the 
global economy grew by around 
three per cent a year, and the 
demand for electricity grew 
a little bit faster. Renewables 
(mainly hydro but some solar 
and wind) grew at around the 
same rate, but the share of 
renewables was not rising at 
all. And it was only 15 per cent 
of total electricity generation, 
compared to 85 per cent for 
fossil fuels and nuclear. 

That’s why the overall global 
emissions of carbon dioxide 
have not been shrinking. 
Indeed, they have grown every 
year since global heating was 

Successful energy transition  
comes with risks

ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

identified as a problem, and are 
now around 40 per cent higher 
than they were in 1990. There 
was no hope of cutting emis-
sions until non-fossil energy 
sources were being produced in 
volume to take up the slack.

Never mind the campaigns of 
denial and doubt about climate 
change that were funded by 
the fossil fuel industry. They 
did some damage, no doubt, 
but coal, gas and oil still ruled 
mainly because the non-fossil 
alternatives that did exist were 
unable to expand further (like 
hydro) or were significantly 
more expensive (like nuclear, 
wind and solar).

Now that has all changed. 
Over the past decade the 
‘levelized’ cost of renewable 
power has dropped by between 
60 per cent (wind) and 80 per 
cent (solar), making both of 
them cheaper than fossil fuels 
in most places. The trend has 
been visible for years, but now 
it is being reflected in actual 
hardware.

The non-fossil share of 
electricity production, stuck 
at 15 per ccent for so long, was 

27 per cent in 2020, it will be 
29 per cent in 2021 – and it will 
probably be 31 per cent next 
year. Solar accounts for more 
than half of that amount, and 
wind for most of the rest. And 
the IEA estimates that renew-
ables will make up 95 per cent 
of new power capacity globally 
between now and 2026.

So if the share of renewables 
in total power generation is now 
growing at two per cent a year, 
what will it be in 2026? Forty per 
cent?  And what might it be in 
2030? Maybe 50%. That would 
be a genuine revolution – with 
all the turmoil and upheaval 
that real revolutions involve.

Of course, many things could 
go wrong with this prediction. 
Soaring commodity and ship-
ping prices are driving costs 
in the industry up sharply. For 
example, the price of polysili-
con (used to make solar panels) 
has quadrupled since 2020. For 
some inputs like lithium and 
rare earths, there may even be a 
global shortage. 

But costs are going up for 
rival sources of energy too, and 
so far renewables are retaining 
their price advantage. So the 
question remains valid: what 
would actually happen if fossil 
fuels go into an unexpectedly 

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs

→DYER 14
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Editor's 
Point of View

No public accountability as governments manage the message

required to be open with 
people, that’s a clear 
implication of the guaran-
tee of freedom of expres-
sion under international 
law, which protects the 
right to seek, receive and 
impart information,” says 
Toby Mendel, executive 
director of the Centre for 
Law and Democracy. “It’s 
not just about speech. It’s 
also about seeking and 
receiving [information] – 
there’s solid international 
jurisprudence to think that 
includes a way to get infor-
mation from government 
and also an obligation on 
government to disclose 
information not just pursu-
ant to a request, but just to 
be open with people.

“We put them in power, 
and they’re answerable to 
us.”

That accountability 

aspect is lost on politicians 
and bureaucrats. There 
is no real accountability 
for decisions and poli-
cies, no matter how poor 
or damaging. Likewise, 
there’s a growing trend 
to attempt to manage 
the message, with offi-
cials unwilling to answer 
questions about policies 
and spending decisions: 
they’re keen to announce 
the spreading around of 
tax dollars, but opposed to 
explaining the rationale, 
the need or the conse-
quences. When things go 
wrong, as is often the case, 
they go silent.

That’s clear from local 
issues such as the school 
board refusing to make 
anyone available to explain 
the removal of washroom 
doors and the region 
dodging questions about 
spending on the likes of 
lane bollards or transit. 

With each lack of 
response, they move away 
from public service and 

accountability to those 
paying the bills. 

Social media is not 
helpful in that regard, as it 
allows for policy by Tweet 
while giving the illusion of 
“communication.” 

We already know that 
social media is a hotbed of 
misinformation and unin-
formed views. That poli-
ticians and bureaucrats 
take to it with one-sided 
messages doesn’t elevate 
its status.

“The reason disinforma-
tion and misinformation 
are so prevalent today is 
that it sells better,” says 
Mendel. “False news has 
a significant cognitive 
advantage over the truth. 
So it circulates much more 
rapidly and gets more likes 
or clicks or whatever you 
want to call it on social 
media.”

Beyond the propaganda 
model, sticking with 
one-way statements and 
avoiding questions is 
simply a way for officials 

to dodge embarrassment 
over poor decisions and 
suspect actions.

“I suppose in some cases 
there’s embezzlement or 
fraud or corruption or some-
thing. But a lot more of the 
time, I suppose there’s just, 
you know, sort of stupidity 
and incompetence. They 
don’t want to acknowledge 
that either,” he says.

Mendel does note that 
today’s negative political 
climate means officials 
are likely to be slammed 
for everything they do or 
don’t do, making them 
understandably gun shy. 
That doesn’t excuse a lack 
of transparency, but it is 
human nature.

“Now, linked to the digi-
tal communications envi-
ronment, we have become 
so overwhelming negative 
about everything, and I 
think it makes it a little bit 
more difficult for govern-
ments to be honest because 
they don’t get credit for 
being honest, even when 

they’ve done well, and they 
certainly don’t get credit 
for being honest where 
they haven’t done well.”

That kind of hyper-par-
tisanship, so prevalent 
in the U.S., makes every 
government action subject 
to negative criticism, 
deserved or not. There’s 
an understandable urge to 
stay under the radar, but 
openness is essential.

Journalists spend much 
of their time scrutinizing 
government records and 
attending meetings where 
background material is 
essential to following the 
thread of discussions. The 
absence of such documents 
muddies the process. 
As with closed meeting, 
reporters suspect the worst 
when decisions are made 
away from public view.

By and large, journalists 
everywhere struggle with 
political infrastructures 
seemingly dedicated to 
keeping the public in 
the dark. Openness is an 
anathema to many in the 
political ranks, elected 
officials and adminis-
trators alike, who seek to 
keep information to them-
selves. This sad reality has 
spawned organized efforts 
by public groups, includ-
ing journalists, to make 
government more trans-
parent – see, for instance, 
Democracy Watch.

Of course, such obfus-
cation is more clearly 
evident in larger govern-
ments (and, in keeping 
with current trends, larger 
businesses whose execu-
tives have a vested interest 
in hiding the truth). This 
is not to say that local 
governments are bastions 
of openness. Given their 
size and relatively lighter 
agendas, however, there 
are fewer opportunities to 
impose blackouts on the 
press and, by extension, 
their readers.

Transparency is crucial to 
ensuring that elected repre-
sentatives are politically 

Local utilities continue to power their way towards a merger.

OPENNESS AND ACCESS 
TO INFORMATION 
are cornerstones of a 
democratic society. Or 
they should be, at least. 
Increasingly, however, 
governments of all stripes 
and levels appear intent 
on doing just the opposite.

Justin Trudeau’s Liberal 
government, for instance, 
talked a good game in the 
2015 campaign, but has 
failed to deliver on prom-
ises of openness. 

Canada in fact ranks 
52nd in a global list of 128 
countries assessed under 
the RTI (right to informa-
tion) rating, a project by 
the Halifax-based Centre 
for Law and Democracy 
(CLD) and fellow non-gov-
ernmental organization 
Access Info Europe. The 
rating system, which gave 
Canada a score of 93 points 
out of a possible 150, looks 
at the strength of legal 
frameworks for access to 
information.

Canada lags behind 
countries such as Sweden 
(101 points) and Finland 
(105), but perhaps more 
surprisingly the likes of 
Afghanistan (139), Mexico 
(136) and India (127). The 
RTI Ratings are in keeping 
with other studies showing 
the Canadian public’s right 
to know is slowly eroding, 
even in comparison to what 
wouldn’t be called progres-
sive parts of the world.

Governments at all levels 
in this country routinely 
refuse, delay and redact 
information of impor-
tance to the functioning 
of informed democracy, 
putting its own interests 
ahead of the public good. 
The federal government, in 
particular, has given lie to 
its pledge of openness and 
transparency, as annual 
freedom of information 
(FOI) audits have revealed. 

Far too often govern-
ments pay little more than 
lip service to the issue. The 
right to know – an actual 
right – is disregarded.

“Governments are →KANNON 14
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Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Guilty of success by association

I learned this the other 
day when a friend of 
mine got out his phone 
and showed me a photo 
of a proud hunter posing 
beside what is a once-in-a-
lifetime buck.

He then asked, “What 
do you think of that deer?”

“That’s a great buck,” 
I said. “Is that one of the 
guys in your gang?”

“No,” he said. “But he 
used to hunt at our camp.”

“Do you know him well 
then?” I asked.

“Yes, he hunted at our 
camp occasionally five 
years before I joined it.”

“You’ve been going to 
that camp for 25 years.”

“Well, yes but he’s also 
friend of one of the guys 
in our camp who briefly 
knew him before he left,” 
he replied. “And that guy 
is a good friend of mine. 

So we’re pretty tight…”
“What the name of the 

guy who knew him?” I 
asked.

This was followed by a 
long and awkward silence.

“So, is the guy who took 
that huge buck a good 
hunter or was he just 
lucky?” I asked.

“Oh, man, my buddy is 
a great hunter. Or at least 
that’s what someone told 
my friend.”

“The friend whose name 
you can’t remember?”

“Yeah, that guy. He’s a 
great guy too. Or so I’m 
told. He actually hunts in 
the second week of deer 
season at the camp.”

“And you hunt the first 
week these days?”

“Actually, I haven’t 
hunted at that camp for 
the last few years…”

“So you don’t really 
know the guy who claims 
he once knew him either?”

“Not really,” he said.
“How then are you are a 

friend of the guy who shot 

the big buck?” I asked.
He pointed to the photo.
“By any chance, did 

you get that photo off of 
Facebook?”

“Heck, no. I don’t do 
Facebook. A friend of a 
friend of a friend got it 
from one of his Facebook 
friends…”

“So the guy with the big 
buck is not really a friend 
at all,” I said.

“Let’s just say we have 
the kind of friendship that 
doesn’t need constant 
contact,” he replied.

“Or any,” I added.
He looked a little 

insulted. Then he said, 
“Well, your lofty standards 
cause me to believe you 
don’t have a lot of friends. 
Am I right?”

Of course, that was 
simply untrue. And just to 
prove it, I showed him a 
photo of my friend posing 
with a huge Nile crocodile. 
The one that I got from 
a friend of a friend of a 
Facebook friend…

If you are a hunter and 
want to make a lot of 

new hunter friends very 
quickly, shoot a big trophy 
animal.Then post it online 
and wait.

Eventually you’ll have 
friends you don’t even 
recognize. This is because 
hunters – and people in 
general – have a strong 
urge to associate with 
someone who is highly 
successful. That way, 
when they show you a 
photo of their friend who 
got that trophy animal, 
they’re implying this is 
the quality of animals that 
they and their friends are 
used to dealing with. This 
is why no one ever shows 
you a photo of their friend 
with a scrawny spike buck.

A big buck or other 
game animal will cause 
even the most honest 
hunter to stretch the 
definition of friendship 
in order to claim a tenu-
ous link to a person who 
harvested it.

There are close to 30 different 
holiday festivities that are 
celebrated in the month of 
December.

Life Day, Festivus and 
Wintersday are celebrated in 
December leading up to the 
Slavic winter festival of Koliada. 
Parades and singers are featured 
as part of the festivities.

Saturnalia was an ancient Roman 
winter solstice festival held on 
December 17 and celebrated 
with sacrifice, public banquets, 
gift-giving, non-stop partying 
and a carnival.

 ↆ LAST WEEK: Our online players redeemed themselves this past 
week and overwhelmingly chose the lie. Congratulations! TRUE: Elmira 
was a tourist destination attracting bus tours to shop at Brox's Olde 
Towne Village. TRUE: Gifted Chix was a business created by local 
women — Never Enough Thyme's Dierre Acheson was an original 
"Chix" in the venture. LIE: Among the many surveys conducted to 
solicit feedback on downtown Elmira, a T.G.I.F. restaurant and laser 
tag facility was not requested by the public. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

Thank you for your loyal support throughout 2021.
May your year be full of light and joy.

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas

22 Church St. W., Elmira | 519-669-5537OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:  Mon.- Sat. 8-6, Sun. 11-4

rapid decline, with around 
a third of their existing 
market vanishing by 2030 
and most of the rest in the 
course of that decade?

The very good thing that 
would happen is an equally 
rapid decline in global 
carbon dioxide emissions, 

maybe even fast enough to 
enable us to stay below the 
+1.5°C threshold of warm-
ing through the 2030s. 
That would save some 
tens of millions of lives 
and a few trillion dollars 
in avoided fire, flood and 
storm damage.

The less attractive result 

would be chaos in ‘sunset’ 
industries on which 
the sun is going down 
much too fast: no time 
for retraining and gentle 
transitions, just collapse. 
One can see the parts of 
the car industry that didn’t 
turn electric fast enough 
going down that route, 

DYER: The road to a renewable energy future is bound to be bumpy, with human nature leading to conflicts
→FROM 12

 �Christmas tree 
sales at Gore Park 
have a long 
history in Elmira

To the Editor,
I am writing to share a 

fact that few people may be 
aware of. Did you know that 
the Christmas trees that are 
sold in Elmira’s Gore Park 

has been in existence for 60 
years? 

A former club in town, 
the Elmira Junior Chamber 
of Commerce, or “Jaycees” 
as it was known, launched 
the first Christmas tree 
sales project in 1961, with 
member Don Lee as its 
chairman. The idea had 
been brought to the club 
and the membership felt 
that it was worth giving a 

try. 
Club members went out 

and cut trees by hand and 
set up in the parking lot of 
what was then the Canada 
Trust (now the Bank of 
Montreal). Trees were sold 
for $1 each. The project was 
deemed a success by the 
membership and netted the 
club a profit of $117.77. 

The following year it was 
tried again, with Don Lee 

accountable, an ideal check 
on power. Access to infor-
mation is the cornerstone of 
democratic development.

Even when there is noth-
ing to hide – the refusal 
to divulge information 

returning as the project 
chairman. Committee 
members included Norm 
Coulter, Bob Kraemer, 
Maurice Myher and 
Gerry Horan. The project 
produced a surplus of 
$338.62. And chairman Don 
Lee at that time put forth a 
proposal to the club for the 
project “to be launched on 
an annual basis.”

The project went on to 

become the club’s major 
fundraising project. At 
some point Gore Park was 
selected as the place where 
the trees would be sold 
from. The types of trees also 
changed over the years as 
well as the price. But the 
generous support of people 
never changed.

In 2008, when the club 
closed, the membership 
decided that the project 

should be passed to the 
local Scouting group. As a 
former Jaycee and having 
personally chaired the 
project numerous times, 
it is great to see that the 
project is still fulfilling a 
need. Seeing the park being 
set up for the Christmas tree 
project is always a sure sign 
that Christmas is here.

Bill Thuroo
ELMIRA

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

together with the entire 
coal industry.

The gas industry’s free 
pass as a less polluting 
‘transitional’ fuel would 
evaporate, and the oil 
industry would split 
between the few very 
low-cost producers in the 
Gulf, who would stay in 

business by cutting their 
prices radically, and the 
rest, who would go to the 
wall. Then, around 2040, 
the remaining oil produc-
ers would go broke as well.

If you can’t get some 
geopolitical clashes out of 
that scenario, you’re not 
really trying, but it’s still the 

most promising scenario I 
have seen for a long time. 
If we can actually replace 
the world’s entire energy 
infrastructure in a single 
generation without even 
a major war or famine, I 
would gladly revise my 
views on the evolutionary 
fitness of the human race.

KANNON: The public may be in for a long wait for officials to embrace honesty
→FROM 13 is not always associated 

with a cover-up – public 
officials tend to be stingy 
with the facts. This may 
be a proclivity for erring 
on the side of caution; 
newspapers would have 
governments lean toward 

the other, more open side. 
The longer the game of 
avoidance goes on, the 
more likely the rationale 
becomes that officials are 
hiding because they can’t 
defend the indefensible. 

Indefensible policies 

and spending should 
never see the light of day. 
When they do – and they 
have – they should be 
terminated immediately. 
The public is unlikely to 
see that kind of account-
ability, however.
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Business  Grand River Raceway announced that Jamie 
Martin will be stepping down as director 
of operations but staying on as raceway 
manager. Martin joined the organization in 
2017, taking over for Dr. Ted Clarke after 
spending 17 years at Woodbine Entertain-
ment Group, retiring from his position as 
executive vice president of racing. 

Some 15,000 Ontario college faculty who 
have been without a contract since Sept. 
30 have opted for strike action, with 59.4% 
voting in favour of that option. Talks with 
the College Employer Council (CEC), which 
represents Ontario college employers, 
began in July.

Changes at raceway College talks drag on

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Turkey and Dressing or Roast Beef includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Dec 17 & 18

pre-order

reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Dec 22 - 24

Turkey and Dressing includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

Merry 
Christmas
     from Council 
     and staff at  

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

With the COVID-19 
pandemic stub-

bornly hanging on and 
reinventing itself every 
few months, staying 
healthy and out of the 
hospital is more important 
than ever.

Vaccines are the key to 
fighting this pandemic. A 
healthy diet and lifestyle 
helps, as well – it’s not a 
substitute for being vacci-
nated, but being healthy 
gives you a better chance 
to stave off some diseases, 

Lettuce fight the pandemic with chewing gum
and fight back against 
others.

A healthy diet revolves 
around at least five serv-
ings of fruit and vegetables 
a day. More and more, 
we’re told to consider 
them central, not periph-
eral, to our meals.   

The spotlight normally 
falls on fruit and vegeta-
bles with natural super-
powers – popularly called 
super foods – like anti-
oxidants (strawberries, 
blueberries and spinach, 

for example) and high-fi-
bre commodities such as 
carrots, beets and broccoli.

Poor cousins like lettuce 
are left on the sidelines. 
In fact, some call lettuce 
a negative calorie food, 
meaning you burn more 
energy ingesting it than it 
contains. 

That’s not hard to 
believe. After all, lettuce is 
about 95 per cent water. So 
besides helping keep you 
hydrated and being a good 
Vitamin K source, lettuce 

is seldom regaled for its 
health benefits.

But thanks to science, 
and COVID, lettuce’s days 
as an also-ran could be 
over.

Medical News Today 
reports that researchers in 
Philadelphia, led by Penn 
Dental Medicine, have 

created a hi-tech chew-
ing gum with ground-up, 
supercharged, lab-grown 
lettuce that may actually 
neutralize the COVID-19 
virus in saliva.

Here’s how it works. 
We know that COVID-19 
replicates in the salivary 
glands. It’s transmitted 
through droplets and 
aerosols produced when 
a person with the virus 
talks, breathes or sings. 
That’s why we use masks 
and physical distancing to 

reduce exposure.
The researchers figured 

that disrupting replication 
in the salivary glands was 
key. And you can’t get 
much closer to salivary 
glands than you can with 
chewing gum...in this 
case, gum containing a 
virus-disrupting protein. 
It came from lettuce that 
had been infused with the 
protein as the plant grew, 
then ground up and put in 
the gum.

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

GOING GREENER IS NOT 
ONLY good for the corpo-
rate image, it’s increas-
ingly a boon to the bottom 
line. Helping businesses 
along that path is where 
Sustainable Waterloo 
Region (SWR) comes into 
the picture.

Executive director Tova 
Davidson helps businesses 
and organizations reduce 
their carbon footprint, 
consulting on how they 
can become greener and 
measuring the effects to 
help them see a return on 
investment. 

“Oftentimes, the fastest 
and most effective thing a 
lot of businesses can do is 
insulation and windows.  

These days, 
it’s easier 
being green
Businesses finding success and 
savings with the help of groups such as 
Sustainable Waterloo Region

It’s the stuff that we’ve 
been talking about for 
so many years, but the 
impact of that means that 
you’re using less electric-
ity for air conditioning 
and the return on invest-
ment for that can be really 
quick,” said Davidson. 

SWR has seen a growth 
in some of their programs 
from businesses around 
the region looking to be 
more sustainable in the 
future, understanding the 
effects of climate change. 

“We’ve seen some 
pretty big growth in some 
of our programs. We 
focus on organizational 
sustainability.  Helping 
businesses, public sector, 
private sector, not for prof-
its, municipalities reduce Tova Davidson, executive director of Sustainable Waterloo Region, in front of the three-storey tall living wall at the organization's Wa-

terloo office. Justine Fraser→GREENING BUSINESS 19

→ROBERTS 21
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6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays

519-669-2225

Best Wishes to you and your
family this Holiday Season
from staff & management

SANYO
CANADIAN 
 MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

BROKERAGE REAL ESTATE LTD.

Wishing all of you 
a Safe & Healthy 
Christmas

Brad Martin
Broker of Record

Shelly Taylor
Office Administrator

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira 
519-669-2772
www.thurrealestate.com

As 2021 draws to a close, our thoughts turn gratefully to those who 
have made our progress possible. It is in this spirit, that we simply 
and sincerely say “Thank You” for your past and future patronage. 
We are grateful for the opportunity and the privilege to serve you.

519.698.2472
www.erbelectric.ca ESA Licence #7000438

May your Christmas 
be Merry & 

Bright!

May your Christmas 
be Merry & 

Bright!

From all of us here at:

All the Best this
Holiday Season 

30 Oriole Pkwy. E., Elmira | 519.669.440030 Oriole Pkwy. E., Elmira | 519.669.4400

Providing the latest technology to repair your vehicle.

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Wishing You All a Safe 
& Happy Christmas!

Wishing You All a Safe 
& Happy Christmas!

from all of us at:from all of us at:

HO! HO! HO!
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Happy Holidays
5 Dunke St. N.
Elmira, ON
519.669.2901

From

New patients always welcome

Your Pet’s Home for Health Care
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WISHING YOU 

A HOLIDAY FULL

 OF PEACE 

AND HAPPINESS

We wish all of our friends, 
family and customers our very 

best for the new year!

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845

Happy 
Holidays
Happy 
Holidays

We hope this holiday 
season brings 
many 
beautiful 
surprises.

519.669.1461 | 64 Howard Ave, Elmira

Have a Wonderful

Thank you for 
making our 
year a very 
bright one.

ECRA/ESA# 7000404

Wherever you go this 
holiday season, our fond 
wishes are with you.
All the best to our
many friends
throughout the area!
This has been a great year for us, 
thanks to your generous support.

840 King St. N.,
Waterloo
519-669-1445
rmwexteriors.com
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Season’s Greetings☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

519-747-2040

A portion of each sale commission is donated
 to The Woolwich Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonniebhomes.ca 
Bonnieb@royallepage.ca

May the light and 
warmth of the season 

bring comfort and joy to 
your family and friends 
this Christmas season.

Wishing everyone a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year!

Merry Christmas! 
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I hope you have a warm and wonderful holiday filled 
with joy and happiness now and throughout the New Year! 

Love where you live, use a local REALTOR®

Direct: 519-590-0835

Melanie Beisel 
Sales Representative

Office: 519-747-2040  |  mbeisel@royallepage.ca
Guelph • Fergus • Kitchener • Orangeville • Shelburne 

rlb.ca        1-866-822-9992

Happy Holidays! 
- from the team at RLB

We Design & Build
New Homes & Total Home Makeovers

Kitchens • Baths • Rec Rooms • Additions

“This is My Passion”

www.danielbisch.com        519.656.2062www.danielbisch.com        519.656.2062

Timber frame addition 
on old stone house

their impact in ways that 
are actually good for the 
local economy and local 
business. We’ve seen a lot 
of uptakes on it, espe-
cially in the past year 
even we’ve seen a lot more 
interest coming in from 
the community with the 
impacts of climate change 
being more widely under-
stood the responsibilities 
and the opportunity to 
address those impacts 
have really grown.”

Sustainable Water-
loo Region had 11 new 
members in the past 
year, showing signifi-
cant growth for a small 
not-for-profit organiza-
tion.

“Businesses are now 
talking about things like 
going to net zero. That’s 
a conversation that eight 
years ago, we never would 
have had. Nobody would 
have even considered 
being a net zero energy, 
net zero carbon organi-
zation. So that’s been an 
exciting development,” 
explained Davidson.

Another way local 

businesses and organiza-
tions can be more green 
and is to think about 
fleet conversions, noted 
Davidson. A high percent-
age of the region’s carbon 
footprint is from transpor-
tation.

“We know from the 
Climate Action Program, 
which is something that 
SWR runs in partnership 
with Reep Green Solu-
tions, that 49 per cent 
of the locally produced 
carbon footprint of 
Waterloo Region comes 
from transportation. If 
you’re thinking about 
how do your employees 
get to work, how do you 
get goods and services 
around, how often are you 
traveling to your customer 
or partner locations? 
That’s a big piece. How 
efficient is your fleet? 
Have you considered elec-
trification of any of your 
vehicles because elec-
tricity has a much lower 
carbon footprint.”

SWR is also looking for 
businesses to add organic 
waste programs to their 
services to help reduce the 

impact on landfills.
“When you put organic 

waste into landfills, it 
has 25 times more carbon 
greenhouse gas impact 
than if you were to 
compost it in an organic 
facility.”

Davidson and SWR 
would enjoy seeing more 
rural businesses become 
members, as they have 
projects such as micro 
foresting that would 
enable farmers to have 
healthier livestock as well 

as pulling more carbon out 
of the air. 

“If you start to look 
at what the agriculture 
industry produces, it’s 
globally because we 
don’t eat the food that’s 
produced locally. We 
import almost everything. 
Agriculture, I believe it’s 
between 20 and 30 per 
cent of the global emis-
sions.”

In partnership with 
Reep Green Solutions, 
SWR created Climate 

Action WR to help the 
region navigate the data 
coming out of these 
programs as well as give 
solutions.  

“They have on their 
website what is our local 
carbon footprint, and it 
is broken into sort of four 
sectors. So, transportation 
is 49 per cent workplaces 
and schools is 27 per cent. 
Homes is 18 per cent. 
Agriculture takes up five 
per cent and waste is one 
per cent.”

Davidson notes that the 
agriculture number does 
not include transportation 
emissions.

“They can join and then 
they get services from us 
to support them to figure 
out what their baseline 
is, what is their carbon 
footprint or their water 
footprint or their waste 
footprint, help them to 
make plans for how to 
reduce it and to see where 
the return on investment 
to the business is because 
there’s always a good 
return for doing this kind 
of work. Then help them 
to actually implement 
some of these projects or 
changes to their business 
and measure how they’re 
doing,” said Davidson. “All 
four of the townships are 
members of this program 
– the municipalities are 
members; we have organi-
zations like Enviro-Stew-
ards in Elmira.”

Any organizations 
looking to get help from 
SWR can head over to their 
website for more informa-
tion at www.sustainable-
waterlooregion.ca. 

Located in Waterloo amongst other tech and environmental groups, SWR’s building is one of Canada’s 
most sustainable.  Justine Fraser

GREENING BUSINESS: Changes pay dividends not just for the environment but the bottom line as well
→ FROM 16
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Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 3 Arthur St. S., Elmira

519-669-5426
Luke Shantz

519-584-4400
BROKER

luke.shantz@outlook.com

Julie M. Heckendorn

519-588-7562
 BROKER

Julieheckendorn20@gmail.com

Leon Martin

519-505-2753
BROKER

leonmartin@remax.net

Rick Frey

226-581-4448
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

realtoRick.frey@gmail.com

www.rwelectricltd.com

519-669-1462ECRA/ESA
Licence # 7000605

HOLIDAY HOURS
Mar-Span Home Hardware Building Centre

 Fri. Dec. 24th: Open until 12 p.m.
Sat. Dec. 25th & Mon. Dec. 27th: Closed 

Fri. Dec. 31st: Open until 4 p.m.
Sat. Jan. 1st: Closed
Mar-Span Truss Inc.

Fri. Dec. 24th: Open until 12 p.m.
Mon. Dec. 27th &Tues. Dec. 28th: Closed

 Fri. Dec. 31: Closed

Merry Christmas!
The approaching Christmas season is a wonderful time for 
us to remember the friends and customers who make our 
jobs a pleasure throughout the year. Our business would 

not be possible without your continued support.
2021 has been another interesting year. Navigating COVID-19 and 

supply shortages has thrown us many challenges in providing 
products and services to our customers in a timely manner. We want 

to thank you for your patience and understanding during these 
times. It has not always been easy, but with the efforts of many we 

were able to continue to partner with you for all your needs.
We are hoping celebrations will look a little more normal this year, and 
that you will have the opportunity to reconnect with family and friends.

From all of us at Mar-Span, we wish you a very 
Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.

HO! HO! HO!
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Family

Is anything more special at 
Christmas time than the love and 
warmth we get from spending time with 
friends and family? 
And this year more than ever we are humbled by the support we feel from
our family of customers. We just want to say thank you, and from the Forbes 
family to your family, a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

165 Weber St. S., Waterloo  |  519.742.4463 | 1.800.387.5337

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS... MERRY CHRISTMAS!

HVAC AND PARKING LOT CAPITAL PROJECT (201943)
10 PARKSIDE DRIVE, ST JACOBS ONTARIO
WOOLWICH COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTRE (8029)

PRE-QUALIFIED GENERAL CONTRACTORS listed below are invited to 
submit tenders, in respect to parking lot improvements and replacement of 
the HVAC at the Woolwich Community Health Centre.

As part of the tendering requirements, specifications and drawings must be 
reviewed before submission of the tender form. Prequalified General 
Contractors have been provided access to the bid documents. 
An electronic copy of the documents is also being hosted by the Grand 
Valley Construction Association. Link2Build access is to the documents is 
available online at https://tenders.link2build.ca/

Tender documents have been prepared by: NEO Architecture Inc. and M.A. 
Bryan Engineering Inc. All communication is to be emailed to the Procurement 
Services Document Contact listed in the Invitation to Bid.

As outlined in the Instructions to Bidders, Tenders will be received only by 
email no later than 2pm, Tuesday, December 21, 2021.

PRE-QUALIFIED GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Collaborative Structures Limited 
6683 Ellis Road, Cambridge, ON N3C 2V4    
519-658-2750 

Paulsan Construction Inc. 
408 Henry Street, Unit #1, Brantford, ON N3S 7W1 
519-304-7555 

K-W Cornerstone Paving Ltd. 
P.O. Box 20120, Kitchener, ON N2P 2B4 
519-743-6411 

Smith & Long Limited 
298 Marsland Drive, Waterloo, ON N2J 3Z1 
519-340-1326 

Kieswetter Excavating Inc. 
3135 Boomer Line, St. Clements, ON N0B 2M0 
519-699-4445 

Woolwich Community
HEALTH CENTRE

WOOLWICH WILDCATS 
 ■ Atom LL#1

Dec/11/2021 vs Twin Centre 
Hericanes
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Charlie Wilson
ASSISTS: Brynn Russell
 ■ Atom U10 A

Dec/10/2021 vs Milton 
Winterhawks
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Julia Hallman, 
Zachary Guthrie-Black
ASSISTS: Zachary Guthrie-
Black
 ■ Atom U10 A

Dec/11/2021 vs New 
Hamburg Huskies
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 0
Shutouts: Blake Dally
 ■ PeeWee LL

Dec/05/2021 vs Cambridge 
Roadrunners
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Amelia McLeod
ASSISTS: Neve Kelly
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL1

Dec/11/2021 vs Woolwich LL2
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Alex Lloyd
ASSISTS: Aiden Basler
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Dec/11/2021 vs 
OakvilleHOME: 2 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Patrick Goetz, Drew 
Snyder
ASSISTS: Josh Wraight, Nolan 
Cruickshank, Wyatt Garan
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Dec/12/2021 vs Milton 
Winterhawks White
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Jordan Martin (3), 
Nolan Cruickshank, Josh 
Wraight
ASSISTS: Nolan Cruickshank, 
Josh Wraight (4), Drew Snyder
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Dec/11/2021 vs Woolwich 
Wildcats
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Emmett Colwill, 
Colton Sinclair (2)
ASSISTS: Nolan Martin, Evan 
Hall, William Krubally
Shutouts: Cohen Hamburger
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Dec/12/2021 vs Oakville 
Rangers Red
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: William Krubally 
Mason Gear, Evan Hall, 
Colton Sinclair
ASSISTS: Colton Sinclair, 
Matthew Kochut (2), Nolan 
Martin, Cameron Fisher
 ■ Midget U18 LL#1

Dec/03/2021 vs Beverly 
Bandits
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Preston Hackert, 
Lucas Radler
ASSISTS: Liam Hunter, Joe 
Scheifele, Myles Hunter
 ■ Midget U18 LL#1

Dec/03/2021 vs Lambeth 
Lancers
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Adam Short, Hudson 
Haycock, Lucas Radler, 
Tristan Kraemer, Sam Goebel
ASSISTS: Jett Renon, Lucas 
Radler (2), Owen Padfield, 
Myles Hunter

 ↆ S P O R T S  S C O R E S
 ■ Midget LL#1

Dec/04/2021 vs Paris 
Wolfpack
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 7
GOALS: Tristan Kraemer, 
Lucas Radler
ASSISTS: Adam Short, Sam 
Goebel
 ■ Midget LL#1

Dec/06/2021 vs Woolwich 
LL#2
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Myles Hunter, 
Hudson Haycock, Adam 

Pauls (2), Jett Renon
ASSISTS: Liam Hunter (2), 
Lucas Radler (2), Jett Renon, 
Adam Pauls, Myles Hunter
 ■ Midget LL#1

Dec/10/2021 vs CW #1
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Adam Pauls, Preston 
Hackert, Joe Scheifele
ASSISTS: Owen Hackert 
(2), Sam Goebel, Hudson 
Haycock,
Shutouts: Michael 
Charbonneau

 ■ Midget LL#1
Dec/13/2021 vs Wool. LL#4
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Preston Hackert, 
Sam Goebel, Tristan 
Kraemer (2)
ASSISTS: Preston Hackert, 
Lucas Radler
WOOLWICH WILD 
 ■ Atom U11 A

Dec/11/2021 vs Guelph Jr 
Gryphons
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Audrey English (2), 
Olivia Bright, Allie Desbarres 
(2)
ASSISTS: Allie Desbarres 
(2), Maggie McAdam, Ava 
Weber, Stella Grundy (2), 
Bronwyn Rozema, Sage 
Balog
 ■ Atom U11 A

Dec/12/2021 vs Brantford
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Brinley Fitzgerald, 
Maggie McAdam, Allie 
Desbarres, Audrey English, 
Sage Balog, Alexis Bowden
ASSISTS: Bronwyn Rozema, 
Allie Desbarres, Stella 
Grundy (2), Maggie 
McAdam, Alexis Bowden, 
Haylee Zinken
 ■ Bantam U15 LL

Dec/05/2021 vs Kitchener 
Blue
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Hailey Mueller (2) 
Zoriana Kocan Brooklyn 
Pope Jaiden Radler (2)
ASSISTS: Brooklyn Pope (2) 
Hailey Mueller

Once, this was a nearly 
impossible technique. But 
it’s becoming more acces-
sible all the time, thanks to 
pioneering research at agri-
culture-intensive institu-
tions like the University of 
Guelph,  staffed by people 
who know how plants grow. 
There, lab work has been 
taking place for years to 
create plants that cheaply 
and effectively create desir-
able biomaterials.

As Medical News Today 
reported, the dental part 
of this puzzle stems from 
the Philadelphia research-
ers’quest to create chew-
ing gum infused with 
plant-grown proteins that 
disrupt dental plaque. When 
they applied their knowl-
edge of the anti-COVID 
technology with chewing 
gum,the virus in the oral 
cavity was neutralized.

In fact, those who 
chewed it had levels of 
the virus their saliva fall 
to almost undetectable 
levels.

So, lettuce fight the 
pandemic with chewing 
gum. You’re a winner after 
all.

→ FROM 16

ROBERTS: New 
role provides 
newfound respect 
for lettuce crops

The Woolwich Wildcats U13A team sponsored 10 kids 
through Woolwich Community Services’ Christmas 
Goodwill program. Submitted
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Read a local best  
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

Arts Bestselling author and local boy Malcolm 
Gladwell will be speaking Feb. 24 at Binge-
mans in Kitchener as MCC Ontario belatedly 
celebrates its 100 years of relief and devel-
opment programs. Originally scheduled 
for 2020, the event was delayed by the 
pandemic.

The Regional Economic Development 
Committee has a new program to support 
the local arts and culture sector, providing 
free personal protective equipment kits that 
contain the tools needed to operate safely 
under public health measures.

MCC and Gladwell PPE for the arts

Thank you Elmira and 
surrounding areas for 
your continued support!
Keep us in mind for all your 

injury needs in 2022!
From the SOS Sta� Team

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East
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Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

A FORMER GARAGE IN 
DOWNTOWN St. Jacobs 
is currently undergoing 
a transformation into 
a home to local artists 
who’ll be able to rent out 
studio space and have 
their work on display for 
sale all in one location. 
Jax Rula, artistic direc-
tor of the Three Sisters 
Cultural Centre, is excited 
to welcome artists and 
visitors in the coming 
months.

“When we started the 
Three Sisters Cultural 
Centre it was to create a 
place where artists can 
work and sell out of the 
same space. An artist 
wants to be in their studio, 
they want to be making 
their work but they also 
want to sell; when you 
take an artist out of their 
studio, they’re not making 
work so if you can sell and 
work in the same place 
that’s ideal. The cultural 
centre will have studios 
as well as an event space 
so that artist have a place 
to exhibit larger shows as 
well as an artist lounge in 
the basement, as well as 
some recording studios,” 
said Rula. 

A lover of art and a bit of 
and an artist herself, Rula 
is hoping the centre will 
become a supportive envi-
ronment for the creative 
industry, helping the arts 
thrive in Waterloo Region.

“We are in full construc-
tion mode right now; we 
are hoping for opening in 

A spot that’s all about the art, even outdoors in December

Amy Ferrari and Jax Rula with an enlarged version of ‘The Usherer’ in St. Jacobs. Justine Fraser

the new year. We are plan-
ning our inaugural exhibit 
for next spring.”

The yellow building in 
the village of St. Jacobs 
is set to be the new hub 
for local artists after it’s 
open, providing them 
space to create and sell 
their work as well as a 
space where the commu-
nity can come see artists 
at work, buy from local 
artisans and view exhibits. 
Currently they are hosting 
a Culture Lot next door 
to their building where 
the community can view 
paintings by local artists.

“You can ask an artist 
for an image of their work, 
so they maintain the 
rights of their work and 
keep the original and then 
you put something on the 
wall outside – if it gets 
damaged it’s not going to 
be a big deal.”

An avid arts collec-
tor, Rula has purchased 
local artist Amy Ferrari’s 
paintings in the past. 
Wanting to work alongside 
her after seven or so years 
as friends, she curated a 
copy of one of Ferrari’s 
paintings, titled ‘The 
Usherer,’ to be part of the 
Three Sisters Culture Lot, 
located next to their new 
building on the side of the 
Tasting House.  

“Such a beautiful paint-
ing, so perfect for here. 
Amy was gracious enough 
to let us enlarge it and put 
it on the wall. Everything 
she paints looks like it’s 
dancing with joy, which 
is just one of those things 
I love about art: art lifts 

the spirit. It’s really easy 
to do angry art, it’s really 
easy to do ugly art, to get 
that shock response from 
people. It’s not easy to do 
beautiful, uplifting art. 
Amy has mastered that 
really well so it’s a joy to 
have her image on our 
wall.”

It’s Ferrari’s first time 

having her art displayed 
outdoors in a public 
setting, and she says she’s 
been happy about being 
able to bring her art to St. 
Jacobs.

“I love that people have 
a chance to appreciate 
what I’ve done and what 
the region is about,” said 
Ferrari. “What an amazing 

thing to get paid for the 
image all over again. It’s 
appreciated.”

‘The Usherer’ is based 
off a photo Ferrari took 
of a tree on Kressler Road 
near Heidelberg on one 
of her outings with her 
husband. 

“I just love to do land-
scapes and around the 

Region of Waterloo we 
have some of the most 
beautiful landscapes. 
The tree just had so much 
personality – I have all 
these other trees to paint 
but finally I did this paint-
ing, and that actual tree 
is just a kilometre or two 
away from here.”

Ferrari, a professional 
painter for the last 30 
years, is known for her 
curvaceous style and land-
scape work. Rula and her 
mother both own paint-
ings by Ferrari, enjoying 
the flowing linear lines 
that appear to make her 
paintings move. 

“My grandmother was 
an artist and I always 
thought well if she can do 
that, so can I,” said Ferrari 
about why she started 
painting. Also a persistent 
doodler at a young age, 
Ferrari noted she always 
drew these types of linear-
styled pieces that she later 
would use to create paint-
ings such as ‘The Usherer.’

Recently the Three 
Sisters Cultural Centre 
worked with the Elmira 
BIA to create the art walk 
in downtown Elmira, 
similar to the one at 
the Culture Lot. Rula 
mentioned she wanted to 
use replicated images to 
ensure paintings weren’t 
damaged and artists were 
being paid fairly. Being 
able to sell replicated, 
enlarged images of their 
original work creates more 
funds for local artists. 

The new home for local 
art is slated to open early 
in the new year. 

The Three Sisters Cultural Centre is now under construction, set to become a hub for artists in the new year
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58 Wellington Rd #7 Unit # 2 Elora  
 519-546-8246 | hearrightcanada.ca

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

58 Wellington Rd #7 Unit # 2 Elora  
 519-546-8246 | hearrightcanada.ca

519-648-3212 • www.hillsideresidence.ca

Wishing you all the best in the
New Year, from our home to yours.

Memory Care &
Assisted Living

Retirement Living

Hillside
RESIDENCE

HillsideHillsideHillside
RESIDENCE

Openings
Available
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During the holiday season more than ever our 
thoughts turn gratefully to those who have made 
our progress possible. And in this spirit we say, 
simply but sincerely thank you and best wishes 
for the holiday season and a happy new year. 

Blessings At Christmas

7705 Fourth Line, Wallenstein | 519.698.9930 www.voisinchrysler.ca • 519-669-2831
361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.
From All of Us at

HOLIDAY HOURS:  Closed Dec 24, 25, and 27
Closed for New years Dec 31 & Jan 1 519.669.3362

www.cjbrubacher.com
519-669-8511

toll free: 1-888-669-8511
www.freysflowers.com

19 First Street East, Elmira

Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays

Season’s    Greetings

Elmira • 519.669.1217

www.rpmconstructionltd.com

Our best wishes from all
of us at RPM Construction

Me�y Christmas 
& Happy New Year!

24 Snyder Avenue South, Elmira 
(Located in the Woolwich Memorial Centre)

519-669-5044 | contact@woolwichseniors.ca
www.woolwichseniors.ca

Wishing you a safe holiday season.
�ank you to everyone in our community

 that has worked with us during this past year.
Best Wishes for the year ahead.

Stay active and 
connected to your 

community in 2022. 
Join us for social, 
recreational and 

educational 
programs.

Linwood | 519-580-8259

The     

Spirit 
of     

Christmas!

The     

Spirit 
of     

Christmas!

Leaders in Pre-Engineered BuildingsSeason's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays
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Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

IT WAS A LOW-SCOR-
ING WEEKEND for the 
Elmira Sugar Kings, who 
edged Listowel 2-1 Friday 
night before dropping a 
3-0 decision to Cambridge 
at home on Sunday. The 
teams wasn’t helped by 
being shorthanded on the 
back end, with just three 
or four healthy defenders 
in the fold.

The weekend’s results 
saw the Kings (19-6) lose 
ground to the KW Siskins 
(18-4-2), who also have 38 
points but with one game 
in hand.

“We were a little bit 
short this weekend – 
we had four and three 
defenseman, and we were 
playing forwards on D 
and what have you,” said 
head coach Rob Collins. 
“Friday was a was a really 
good effort, a team effort. 
For a group that was short 
to come up with the win, 
it was a really good effort. 
And then Sunday is one 
of those games where 

Kings stand tied with Siskins for conference’s top spot
you just throw away the 
game tape. Not sure what 
happened – their brains 
got turned off, their legs 
didn’t get turned on. We 
were just flat.”

Things started well in 
Listowel on December 10, 
with Aidan Yarde scoring 
the only goal of the first 
period, assisted by Jayden 
Lammel and Brock Rein-
hart, to give Elmira a 1-0 
lead. The Cyclones got that 
back in the second, scoring 
on a power play to make it 
1-1 after 40 minutes.

Scoring on a power play 
of their own at 11:25 of 
the third, the Kings took 
a lead that would hold 
up through to the final 
buzzer. The goal was Luke 
Eurig’s 13th of the year, 
assisted by Kurtis Good-
win and Jaxson Murray.

Netminder Daniel 
Botelho stopped 12 of the 
13 shots he faced to post 
the win. The Kings landed 
24 shots, outshooting the 
Cyclones in every period. 
The teams exchanged 
power-play goals, with 
Elmira 1-3 and Listowel 1-4.

There was a decided 
lack of power-play punch 
Sunday night at the WMC, 
as the Kings went 0-8 
in being shut out by the 
Redhawks. Cambridge 
capitalized on one of their 
four chances. The visitors 
scored one in each period, 
including an empty-netter 
in the final minute of the 

third to cap the 3-0 win.
Shots were 31-29 in 

favour of the Redhawks.
“Our focus wasn’t right 

and Cambridge came 
out really, really hard. 
I thought they played a 
good game and they took 
it to us. They put it on us 
in our own rink and there 
was no excuses, they just 

put it on us,” said Collins, 
noting it was one of those 
games you just try to move 
past.

“We won’t forget it. We’ll 
address it in practice this 
week ... and move on.”

The team is down a few 
bodies right now, with 
the shortage hitting the 
defence. That list includes 

an injury to Simon 
Belanco. 

“We just lost another kid 
to close contact,” added 
Collins of the COVID 
protocol. “We really 
only have three healthy 
defenceman right now, 
so we’ll try to get every-
one back healthy and put 
together a full roster for a 
game – that’s kind of the 
goal right now.”

The Kings are next in 
action Saturday night in 
Waterloo, where they’ll 
go head-to-head with 
the Siskins for Western 
Conference supremacy. 
On Sunday, they’re home 
to the fifth-place Ayr 
Centennials (9-10-3-4), the 
same team they’ll meet on 
December 23 in the final 
game before the Christmas 
break.

“Ayr plays us really hard. 
I think every game has 
been a one-goal game, if 
not an overtime game, and 
the Siskins are obviously 
at the top of the league 
standings for a reason, so 
that’ll be difficult as well,” 
he said.

Despite eight power play chances, the Kings came up blank. Justine Fraser

The Elmira Sugar Kings in action Sunday night at the WMC, where they dropped a 3-0 decision to the visiting Cambridge Redhawks. Justine Fraser

observerxtra.com/snowdayUpload your
photos here:

1. Make a snow 
    creation & name it.
2. Take a picture with 

creator(s).
3. Upload photo.
4. See it in the 

Observer & online.

Everytime the snow flies,
get creative outdoors, snap
a picture and send it to us.
Get featured in the paper.
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Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

Classifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Contact 519-664-3688

WANTED

Dismantle 
and build 
wooden 

pallets on 
your farm.

Help Wanted

We are hiring a 
Full Time- Unregulated 
Care Provider who will:

• Ensure the safety and well-being of 
our residents.

• Administer routine medication and 
complete �rst aid, as needed.

• Must be able to follow written and 
verbal directions.

• Report to the Director of Care.
• Experience in a health care setting 

and current First Aid/CPR is preferred.

Resumes accepted by email: 
adminassistant@stjacobsplace.ca or 

in person at 10 Water Street, St Jacobs.

We’re Hiring!
Join our team at St Jacobs Place where 
our goal is to enrich the lives of others. 

Help Wanted

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Help Wanted
FRAMERS WANTED 
TO JOIN AN ESTAB-
lished team. Full time, 
year round, locally 
working(Woodstock, 
Elmira. Guelph Elora, 
Plattsville, KW). Zoom 
Booms on sites. Bi 
weekly paid. Compet-
itive wages must 
have drivers license.  
Email resume to  
hitechframing@gmail.com 
or call 519-616-4008.

MOTHERS HELPER 
FOR BUSY MOM OF 4. 
Position involves care 
of the children and 
some light housekeep-
ing. Phone 519-465-4101.

Farm 
Services

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

Rentals
2 BEDROOM APART-
MENT FOR RENT IN 
Elmira. $1700/mth 
plus utilities. Avail-
able February 1.  
226-748-4818.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or 
email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

Coming 
Events

KARATE HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL! SCHWEITZER'S 
MARTIAL ARTS. 6 
weeks plus uniform 
only $89+tax! Start 
now or use as a gift. 
Group classes for ages 
4 to adult. Classes 
taught by Renshi 
Becky Schweitzer, 
4th Degree Black Belt 
and 12X World Karate 
Champion. Location at 
Heidelberg Community 
Centre 2915 Lobsinger 
Line, Heidelberg. Call 
519-580-1418 or e-mail 
becky_schweitzer@
hotmail.com

For Sale
CHRISTMAS GIFT 
B AS K E T S  F R O M 
Maitside Orchard & 
Store. Price range 
$13.- $33. For details 
and local pick up 
options & ordering call  
519-835-0099.

FREE MIXED SAWDUST 
AND WOOD SHAV-
ings  for  an imal 
bedding. You pick-up 
week ly  in  your 
enclosed trailer from 
our Dust Collector 
Hopper. Baywood 
Millwork, Bridgeport 
area of Kitchener, Joel 
519-748-9577 x 106.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2021

Submit photos & caption information to:  
observerxtra.com/babies/
Submit photos & caption information to:  
observerxtra.com/babies/

Deadline for submission & payment Monday, January 10, 2022

BOOK 
NOW!BOOK 
NOW!

Full colour 
photo of your 

little one published 
in the January 13, 

2022 edition.

Full colour 
photo of your 

little one published 
in the January 13, 

2022 edition.

Last Name,

First Name
Birth Date  |  Town

Parents Names

+hst
$40
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CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

$11.00/per sq. ft. plus C.A.M. fees 
space for lease. 2 units available 
immediately. 1310 sq. ft. & 1821 sq. 
ft. Front & rear access. Newly reno-
vated. Lots of parking. MLS

112 Oriole Pkwy., Elmira

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Office
The Township office is open to walk-in public traffic.  The following services can be 
accessed through our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, 

Streetlights, Trees, Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit
For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or 
call 519-669-1647. For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health  
519-575-4400.

Council Meetings – Remote 
Woolwich Council and committees will continue meeting remotely for the foreseeable 
future. Meetings can be viewed live or after the meeting by going to Youtube.com and 
searching for Woolwich Township. Call 519-669-6004 to register to speak at a Council 
meeting, for help or alternative participation options.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
As per Ontario Regulation 645/21, all individuals who are entering indoor municipal 
recreation facilities will be required to provide proof of vaccination with enhanced 
certificate with QR code (effective January 4, 2022) along with ID. 

Starting on December 20, 2021, Ontario will also begin requiring proof of vaccination 
for youth aged 12 to 17 years of age participating in organized sports at recreational 
facilities. 
Exemptions include:

• Children under 12 years old
• Individuals with a medical exemption.  

Visitors must continue to Covid pre-screen prior to entering. We ask for your patience & 
understanding as our Recreation staff work to implement these new procedures to keep 
our patrons, volunteers & staff safe.

Local Business Resources  
FREE masks: order online at https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-Mask-Request.
FREE COVID-19 screening kits: order online at www.chambercheck.ca.
Businesses grants: https://reliefwithinreach.ca/waterloo-region/ 
For more information about government programs and other business supports call 
Jenna Morris at 519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Public Health Information
Getting fully vaccinated protects you against hospitalization and serious outcomes 
caused by COVID-19.  Every single person who gets vaccinated helps to build up 
our wall of protection against COVID-19 in Waterloo Region. Get vaccinated today:  
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/GetVaccinated 

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

 ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

$899,000$899,000

$575,000$575,000

ELMIRA -  Prepare to be impressed from the 
moment you walk into the sunken foyer of this 
beautifully finished 4 bedroom home. The main 
floor living room is open to the kitchen and dining 
area creating the perfect place for the family to 
relax together. You will enjoy entertaining friends 
and family in your spacious kitchen with loads of 
counter and storage space. The upper floor family 
room with it’s cozy gas fireplace is the perfect place 
for family movie nights, or just quiet alone time.  
Upstairs has room for everyone, with 3 large 
bedrooms plus a master that boasts a walk-in closet 
and a 4  piece ensuite bathroom with jet tub.   The 
basement was finished in 2012 with a large 

KITCHENER-  Here is your opportunity to own your 
own a bungalow in the great neighbourhood of 
Bridgeport!! This 2+1 bedroom brick bungalow is 
situated on a large private 149ft deep lot.   Walk out 
from your family room to a wrap around deck, (5 
years new), enjoy the large fenced back yard, 
perfect for summer BBQs and family get togethers. 
The eat in kitchen has newer cabinets and counter 
tops as well as a new fridge.   Impress your guests in 
your front formal dining room, (or use it as an extra 
bedroom) another 2 bedrooms and a bathroom 
finish off the main floor. The attic has a pull down 
ladder with access to lots of storage space. The 
basement is unfinished with great potential, just 
waiting for your personal touch. Walk-up separate 
entrance to the basement, with a roughed in 
bedroom provides loads of possibilities.   Call your 
realtor today!

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

rec-room, a 3-piece bath and additional space for a future bedroom or office. The double car garage is 
insulated and heated (with a gas heater) with MMA rubber flooring which can be used for a variety of 
different uses. Start your day with a morning coffee on your large front porch and end it relaxing on your back 
deck and patio, there is lots of outdoor space for you to love.  You will not want to miss out on this one!

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Last W
eeks W

ord Search

Observer photographs online or in print
are all available for purchasing a reprint.
ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

FROM PAPER
TO PRINT

5x7
$11 2nd Print 

only $5.50

8x10
$15 2nd Print 

only $7.50

4x6
$92nd Print 

only $4.50
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 ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions 

Pest control with 
residual built in 

Serving KW and 
surrounding area

Thorncreek Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest 
Management 

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Cam Waddell 

It has been 15 years since we last 
seen this smiling face. We think 
of you often and know you are 

looking out for us Please embrace 
Emily as she has come to join you. 

Until we meet again

December 23, 2006 

In Memoriam

Trautwein, Ewald
Passed away peacefully at Chartwell 
Elmira LTC on Thursday, December 
9, 2021 at the age of 91 years. Beloved 
husband of the late Edith (Kawalski) 
Trautwein (1931 - 2017). Dear father 
of the late Rolf Trautwein (1950-2016) 
and his wife Margaret. Grandfather 
of Rebecca Trautwein and Erich 
Trautwein. He will be missed by his 
friends, and extended family. Ewald 
was married to Edith in 1949. They 
immigrated as a family to Canada in 
1960. Ewald and Edith owned a sewing 
store in the Conestoga Mall. Ewald 
worked for Seagram’s as a tool and 
die maker until his retirement. They 
were avid readers and storytellers, 
loved gardening and the outdoors. 
They enjoyed traveling and exploring 
new cuisines, always ready to stop at a 
new German spot for schnitzel. Ewald 
loved watching his dear wife play piano 
as they shared such a love for music. 
He enjoyed the companionship of his 
feline friend, Pussy. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira. At Ewald’s request, 
cremation has taken place. There 
will be no funeral home visitation or 
service. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to Chateau Gardens 
Auxilary or Community Care Concepts 
would be appreciated and can be made 
through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Guerrero, Jo-Ann
Passed away peacefully at her home 
in Elmira, surrounded by family, on 
Sunday, December 12, 2021 at the 
age of 70 years. Beloved mother of 
Bill Guerrero and Diane Lachapelle 
of Ottawa, Maria-Elena Guerrero 
of Kitchener, Elizabeth Guerrero of 
Elmira, Christine Guerrero of Elmira, 
Angela Guerrero and Jeffrey Lewis 
of Atwood. Devoted Grandma of 
Everett Lewis. Will be missed by her 
younger siblings, Barbara Harnock, 
Frances and Dave Hatherton, James 
Becker and Linda Vanstone, Catherine 
Palach, Mary and Ron Donnelly. 
Will be remembered by Fulgencio 
Guerrero, many nieces, nephews and 
their families, and her wonderful 
friends. Predeceased by her parents 
William and Helen (Germann) Becker, 
and brother-in-law Randal Palach. 
Jo-Ann worked as both an RN and 
in management for over 35 years 
at Parkwood Mennonite Home in 
Waterloo, and will be missed by the 
staff and residents. She had a passion 
for gardening, sewing, the outdoors 
and above all, being a Grandma. 
Jo-Ann’s generosity, kindness and 
humour will be missed by all who 
knew her. Memorial visitation will 
be held from 2-5 p.m. on Sunday, 
December 19, 2021 at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
Proof of vaccination and masks are 
required. In lieu of flowers, donations 
to SickKids, Amnesty International, 
or Covenant House would be 
appreciated; or plant something 
beautiful in Jo-Ann’s memory. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Happy 13th Birthday 
Jackson Murdock 

It has been the absolute honour of  
our lives to watch you grow up to be  

13 years old!! We officially have a 
teenager in the house!! 

We are so proud of you, of all you  
have become, and look forward to  

your bright future. 
 Love Mom, Jason, Ben and Joseph

Happy 70th  
Birthday, Judy!

In lieu of an open house, send the  
“Card Queen” a card or spend some  

quality time with her. 
We love you sis!

January 3, 1952 

Your Siblings

Obituary

Obituary

Birthday Birthday

Schill, Clifford
Passed away peacefully surrounded 
by his family at Groves Memorial 
Hospital,  Fergus on Monday, 
December 13, 2021 at the age of 
83. Beloved husband of Geraldine 
(Johnston) Schill for 58 years. Devoted 
father of Pat (Kate), Tim (Rachel) and 
Kelly (Doug). Loving grandfather 
of Emily, Shawna, Alex and Jesse. 
Survived by siblings Esther (the late 
Casey) Sagan, Oscar (Marg) Schill, 
Ralph (the late Betty) Schill, Mary (the 
late Cos) Schiebel and many nieces and 
nephews. Predeceased by his parents 
Sylvester and Prescilla (Foerster) 
Schill, siblings Harold (Dorothy) 
Schill, Rose (Werner) Weikert, Betty 
(Gord) Biggar, Lily Lippard and Ruth 
(Willy) Lorch. A passionate farmer, 
Clifford was steadfast with his family, 
values and endeavors. He loved his 
family dearly and all their wonderful 
gatherings, especially at Christmas 
and summers at Straggle Lake. He 
never missed a beat with his sharp 
wit. While he enjoyed reading a good 
western, he also had many adventures 
snowmobiling with family and friends 
or travelling with Geraldine. Clifford 
was a dedicated chartered member 
of the Linwood Lions Club for 39 
years and an usher at St. Joseph’s 
RC Church, Macton for 51 years. He 
was a wonderful and kind soul who 
will be greatly missed. A private 
memorial mass will take place at 
St. Teresa of Avila RC Church. The 
family invites you to view the service 
online on December 17, 2021 at 2 
p.m. on Clifford’s tribute page of the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home website. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations to 
HopeSpring Cancer Support Centre, 
St. Teresa of Avila RC Church, Elmira 
or St. Joseph’s Church, Macton would 
be appreciated and can be made 
through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Franklin, Mildred “Kelly”
Mildred Arlene (Fennessy) Franklin, 
known to her friends as Kelly, passed 
away on December 11, 2021 at Grand 
River Hospital, Kitchener at the age 
of 85. Kelly went to be with the Lord, 
surrounded by her family, after a 
battle with cancer.  She is survived by 
her daughters Debra Franklin, Judy 
Franklin, and her son Brian Franklin; 
nine grandchildren, and eleven great-
grandchildren. She was preceded by 
her late husband Roy Franklin, her 
daughter Lori Desousa, and her loving 
partner Ron Pullman. A memorial 
service will be held at Emmanuel 
Evangelical Missionary Church, 
2 First St. W, Elmira on Saturday, 
December 18, 2021 at 11 a.m. with a 
time of fellowship to follow. Masks 
are mandatory and social distancing 
in effect. Please register your 
attendance by calling the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home at 519-669-2207. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations to 
Community Care Concepts or Grand 
River Regional Cancer Centre would 
be appreciated and can be made 
through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

ObituaryObituary

BRENNEMAN, MILDRED - Mildred (Milly) 
Brenneman, formerly of Wellesley, passed 
away peacefully at her residence in 
Nithview Community, New Hamburg on 
Saturday, December 11, 2021 at the age 
of 81.

SAUDER, HANNAH - Went home to be 
with her Lord and Saviour on Tuesday, 
December 7, 2021 at Barnswallow Place 
Care Community, surrounded by family, 
at the age of 102 years.

STEINMANN, ELMER "BRUCE" - It is with 
great sadness that the family announces 
the sudden passing of Bruce at Grand 
River Hospital, Kitchener, on Monday, 
December 6, 2021, in his 75th year.

VAN ELSWYK, JACOB - Peacefully, in his 
92nd year, Jacob went home to Jesus 
on Saturday, December 11, 2021, at the 
Freeport Campus of Grand River Hospital, 
Kitchener.

Death Notice

Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
 519-669-5790 ext 104  
 donna@woolwichobserver.com

Family Announcement Advertising: Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/order-family-album

Single:  $28 per insertion 
  

Double:  $38 per insertion 

Triple:  $48 per insertion

Announce it in  
the Observer.

Real news. Real reporting. 
Stories you won't find anywhere else.

Trusted local news 
for twenty-five years.
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living Here The federal government will provide more 
than $6.6 million to support the construction 
of 26 homes in Waterloo Region. Among the 
projects are two operated by The Working 
Centre in Kitchener that will create 18 units 
for newcomers to Canada and racialized 
people and one operated by YW Kitchen-
er-Waterloo, providing eight units for women 
and their children fleeing domestic violence.

With some $70,000 matching contribution 
by the Home Hardware Return to Sport 
Matching Grant, more than 500 youth sports 
teams got back in the game this fall after 
being sidelined by COVID-19, the company 
announced this week.

Feds fund housing Return to sport grants

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I re-
cently noticed that my 
7-year-old daughter has 
been drinking more water 
than usual, even though 
her activity has not in-
creased. A neighbour 
mentioned that I should 
have her screened for dia-
betes. My daughter is not 
overweight nor does she 
eat excessive amounts of 
sugar. Should I take her to 
her doctor?

ANSWER: Hydration is 

Diabetes is one of the most common  
chronic diseases among children and teens

important for adults and 
children. But anytime 
children act out of the 
ordinary, it's logical 
to be concerned about 
their health. You should 
contact your daughter's 
pediatrician or primary 
health care provider to 
talk about any changes 
that may be a sign of a 
more serious condition.

Cases of Type 1 diabe-
tes and Type 2 diabetes 
are on the rise among 
those 20 and under, → MAYO CLINIC 36

 ▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

according to a study 
last year by the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Diabetes is 
one of the most common 
chronic diseases among 
children and teens, and 
is the result of the body 
not being able to process 
sugar, or glucose, prop-
erly.

Most of the sugar in 
people's bodies comes 
from the food they eat. 
When food is digested, 
sugar enters the blood-
stream. Moving sugar 
from the bloodstream to 
the body's cells requires 
the hormone insulin. 
People with diabetes lack 
insulin or are unable to 
process insulin.

There are two types of 
childhood diabetes.

Type 1 diabetes, which 
is the most common 

in children, is an auto-
immune condition in 
which the body no longer 
produces insulin. The 
exact cause of Type 1 
diabetes is unknown. 
There's no cure for Type 
1 diabetes, but it can be 
managed. Advances in 
blood sugar monitoring 
and insulin delivery have 
improved blood sugar 
management and quality 
of life for children with 
Type 1 diabetes. This type 
of diabetes is not caused 

by being overweight, 
eating too much sugar or 
not taking part in enough 
physical activity.

Type 2 diabetes is a 
chronic disease that also 
affects the way the body 
processes sugar, but this 
type is fueled by obesity. 
Although Type 2 diabetes 
occurs more commonly 
in adults, an increasing 
number of children are 
affected due to the obesity 
epidemic. However, most 

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Christmas Hours
December 24th    -    7:30 a.m - 12p.m
December 27th    -    CLOSED
December 28th    -    CLOSED
December 29th    -    7:30 a.m - 5:30 p.m (no night shift)

December 30th    -    7:30 a.m - 5:30 p.m (no night shift)

December 31st    -    7:30 a.m - 12:00 p.m
     January 3rd    -    CLOSED
     January 4th    -    Return to Regular Business Hours

24/7 On Call Emergency Service    519-669-1082

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

HAVING BEEN TAPED 
FOR AN upcoming 
episode of Family Feud 
Canada, an Elmira resi-
dent and her family are 
awaiting an airdate ... and 
the chance to see how 
the real-life experience 
translates to the television 
screen.

“It was amazing!  From 
beginning to end, the 
whole audition process, 
through to the taping – it 
was awesome, it was so 
fun. It let us really just 
express who we were as a 
family and they just kept 
hyping it up all the time 
while we were there. A 
big highlight was meet-
ing Gerry Dee in person,” 
said Connie Maier of her 
experience.

The family went to tape 
their episode in mid-No-
vember, eager to see how 
they stacked up against 
previous winners of the 
game show. 

“It is really competitive 

and it’s kind of fast-paced. 
Our family happens to 
be a really competitive 
family. We love to do 
everything to the extreme, 
be it sports or strategy 
games or Euchre tourna-
ments. We were prepped 
that way, but when you’re 
in the moment, against 
another family live, it’s 
a bit distracting because 
you’re distracted by being 
in the studio and all the 
excitement of that – your 
brain is on overdrive, just 
trying to think of getting 
answers in the moment 
that will be on the board.”

Connie’s niece, Stacy 
Keller, arranged the 
team, which included her 
husband Mark, Connie’s 
sister Jackie, and Connie’s 
nephew Matt Sparra. 
Connie noted they have 
a large family but was 
happy to be nominated 
by Stacy as an alternate. 
After a new member of 
their family was born, 
Connie was called in to 
replace the new father 
and help her family take a 

The family that plays together feuds together

→ FAMILY FEUD 33
Local family Jackie Keller (left), Connie Maier, Mark and Stacey Keller and Matt Sparra (front) com-
peted on CBC’s Family Feud.  CBC photo

Elmira’s Connie Maier and relatives enjoy the experience of competing on Family Feud Canada game show
shot at the $30,000 grand 
prize. 

“We’re all super-com-
petitive and high energy,” 
noted Maier. “I was 
surprised how many 
tapings they do,  like four 
tapings a day, and [they] 
said over the course of 
one season they need 130 
families. I was surprised it 
was that many.”

A national game show, 
Family Feud draws 
families from across the 
country. Host Gerry Dee 
first rose to prominence 
as a comedian who later 
starred in his own TV 
show, Mr. D, a program 
Maier watched regularly.

“Meeting Gerry Dee 
was my highlight. The 
game was super fun, but 
because I had geeked 
out so much on his show 
prior, and I’ve seen some 
of his YouTube videos – 
he’s a comedian who used 
to be a teacher and I used 
to be a teacher as well. I 
just found it hilarious the 
way that he would talk 
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 ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

 ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18
 ▢ Town of St Clements Christmas Parade. The 

parade starts at 1 p.m. The parade route starts at the 
Industrial Park and is finishing at Lions Park on Peter 
Street (Huggy Bear Park). Join Santa Claus at Lions 
Park for free hot dogs and hot apple cider immedi-
ately following the parade. Donations for the Food 
Bank will be accepted. Can't wait to see you there!!

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2021
 ▢ Tuesday Take-out Luncheon at Gale Presbyterian 

from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., drive-thru pick. 
$12/meal. Menu:  ham & scalloped potatoes, 
hot vegetable, coleslaw, bread & apple pie. 
Please RSVP to Marilyn by Dec. 17  (519-669-5734 
or atcoupal@rogers.com)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22
 ▢ Community Care Concepts invites you to join us 

for turkey dinner and fellowship at Linwood Commu-
nity Centre, lunch at 12 p.m. Participants must bring 
proof of Vaccination and ID, will need to complete 
a screener, wear a mask and social distance. Cost: 
$12. Must pre-register by noon on Dec. 20 by calling 
519-664-1900. Space is very limited.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 7
 ▢ Turkey Dinner at the Elmira Legion. Menu includes 

turkey dinner with all the trimmings and dessert.$15/
person. Take out only with pick up between 5 p.m. 
and 6 p.m.To order call Donna at 519-669-5894.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT 
FUND: RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL 
NEEDS DUE TO COVID-19
The WRSF will initially address the 

anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual.   

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 � Community Care Concepts of Wool-

wich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 � Woolwich Community Services
 � Woolwich Counseling Centre
 � Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services
Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,  

Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.

Everyone gets  
their own (mini) 

chocolate cake

Flourless chocolate 
cakes are rich, fudgy, 

and intensely chocolaty. 
Instead of using flour or 
leaveners for structure, 
like most other cakes do, 
these special cakes rely on 
a combination of eggs and 
cornstarch. As the cakes 
bake, the eggs puff up in 
the oven, giving them lift. 

The cornstarch creates a 
kind of glue to keep the 
texture smooth. Bonus: 
these cakes are naturally 
gluten-free! Happy New 
Year, indeed.

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Individual Flourless Chocolate Cakes
 ▢ Vegetable oil spray

 ▢ 1 cup (6 ounces) 
chocolate chips

 ▢ 8 tablespoons 
unsalted butter, cut into 
4 pieces

 ▢ 1/2 cup (3 1/2 ounces) 
sugar

 ▢ 1 1/2 teaspoons corn-

starch

 ▢ 3 large eggs

 ▢ 1/4 cup (2 ounces) 
water

 ▢
 ▢ 1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla 

extract

 ▢ 1/4 teaspoon salt

1. Adjust oven rack to 
the middle position 
and heat oven to 275 
degrees. Spray the 
inside bottoms and 
sides of six 4-ounce 
ramekins with vege-
table oil spray. Place 
ramekins on a rimmed 
baking sheet.

2. In a large micro-
wave-safe bowl, 
combine chocolate 
chips and butter. 
Heat in the micro-
wave at 50% power 
for 2 minutes. Stir 
mixture with a rubber 
spatula to combine. 
Return to the micro-
wave and heat at 50% 
power until melted, 
about 2 minutes.

3. Use the rubber 
spatula to stir until well 
combined and shiny, 
about 30 seconds. 
Let chocolate mixture 
cool for 5 minutes.

4. In a medium bowl, 
whisk sugar and 
cornstarch until 
combined. Add eggs, 
water, vanilla, and salt; 
whisk until combined.

5. Add sugar mixture 
to cooled chocolate 
mixture and whisk 
until smooth. Trans-
fer batter to a large 
liquid measuring cup. 
Pour batter evenly 

into greased rame-
kins (ramekins will be 
about three-quarters 
of the way full).

6. Bake cakes until 
edges are set but 
centers still look wet, 
20 to 24 minutes. 
Gently shake the 
baking sheet. If the 
centers of the cakes 
look very liquidy and 
jiggle a lot, bake the 
cakes for 1 to 2 more 
minutes. When the 
centers of the cakes 
jiggle slightly, remove 
the baking sheet from 
the oven. Place the 
baking sheet on a 
cooling rack and let 
cakes cool on baking 
sheet for 30 minutes.

7. Cover each ramekin 
with plastic wrap and 
use a fork to poke small 
holes in top of plastic. 
Refrigerate until cakes 
are cold and firm, at 
least 1 1/2 hours. (Cakes 
can be refrigerated 
for up to two days.)

8. Remove cakes 
from the refrigerator 
and let them sit at 
room temperature for 
30 minutes before 
serving. Top with 
whipped cream or 
berries, or dust with 
confectioners' sugar, 
if desired. Serve.

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.
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Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

WOOLWICH AND THE 
OTHER TOWNSHIPS 
are not immune to the 
increase in youth home-
lessness being seen in 
Waterloo Region. Organi-
zations such as oneROOF, 
which offers warm meals, 
shelter beds and support 
services for people under 
the age of 25, often see 
young people from the 
rural areas who have 
nowhere else to go.

“We have seen an 
increase or an influx of 
youth coming from more 
rural type settings,” said 
Sandy Dietrich-Bell, the 
CEO of oneROOF Youth 
Services. “I don’t think 
family dysfunction or 
family breakdown is 
specific to large urban 
centers – it happens every-
where. 

“In previous years, 
it’s been a little lesser 
known because in rural 
communities if a youth 
doesn’t know what to do, 
they’ll sometimes stay 
in a bad situation longer 
than they should just out 
of not knowing or not 
feeling that they have any 
alternative. The more that 
they’re educated about the 
support centre out there, 
the more willing that they 
are to seek those supports. 
Ideally, it would be fantas-
tic if there were supports 
available to them right in 
their own town, but that’s 
just not the case.”

Dietrich-Bell has seen 
not just a rise in numbers 
but a rise in complexity 
of issues facing the young 
people coming to them. 

“Over the years, we’ve 
had youth homelessness 
when there’s been a large 
disruption at home or 
some issues over drug use 
– the odd time it would be 
due to abuse or violence. 
Now, we’re seeing that 
the majority of the young 
people that we support, 
there’s extreme violence, 
lots of mental health 
issues, lots of drug-related 
issues; a lot more sexual 
abuse, trafficking. So, the 
youth that are coming to 
us now, are facing much 
greater barriers. They’re 
a lot more vulnerable. 
They’re a lot more angry. 
They’re a lot more scared, 
and they’re a lot more 
disengaged. They’re really 
feeling like no one cares 
and there’s no community 
that they belong to,” she 
explained.

The region’s manager 
of housing policy and 
homelessness prevention, 

Chris McEvoy, has noticed 
a rising number of youth 
accessing services over 
the last couple of years. He 
notes the region’s main 
goal is prevention and 
trying to keep youth 
with family or 
friends instead of 
in shelters.  

“Homeless-
ness is on the 
rise, both in 
terms of peri-
odic experience 
or chronic expe-
rience; youth 
are no excep-
tion,” explained 
McEvoy, noting 
that there is no part 
of the population 
where they aren’t seeing 
increases. 

“We work closely with 
housing services and 
providers to create a 
system of supports – it’s 
a coordinated response 
from experts  but preven-
tion is our main goal.”

The pandemic has only 
amplified the situation 
as many of the youth felt 
more isolated with fewer 
places to go. The staff at 
oneROOF educated the 
youth about PPE and 
social distancing and 
helped to keep them 
healthy over the last 20 
odd months. 

“Any additional stressor 
like that just adds to the 
already pile of stress that 
these young people are 
feeling, and it just exac-
erbates the mental health 
issues that they’re already 
facing and the sense of 
disengagement and just 
fear about what the future 
holds for them,” said Diet-
rich-Bell.

The youth service can 
see up to 500 people or 
more a year, estimated 
Dietrich-Bell. Now in its 
33rd year, oneROOF is 
expanding its facilities 
to offer a new supportive 
housing building that 
will help to home at least 
44 youth in the region. 
Purchasing their neigh-
bouring building on top 
of the construction of an 
adjoining facility on Shel-
don Avenue in Kitchener, 
through funds provided by 
the City of Kitchener and 
a philanthropic donor, 
oneROOF hopes to open 
their new building later 
this winter.

“The new building is 
really an addition to the 
supports that we already 
have in place. One of the 
big gaps that we were 
noticing was housing. 
We all know that there’s a 
shortage of available hous-
ing for everyone, but it’s 

Youth homelessness on the rise

OneROOF’s expansion project, which will help house 44 youth in the region, is being overseen by 
CEO Sandy Dietrich-Bell. Submitted

Agencies such as oneROOF and Lutherwood have campaigns on to help them deal with growing numbers

a bigger barrier for young 
people because landlords 
aren’t comfortable renting 
to young people, let alone 
young people that are 
experiencing homeless-
ness,” said Dietrich-Bell. 

She also noted that 
other agencies noticed the 
work they did with youth 
would get sidelined by a 
lack of stable housing. 

“We thought instead 
of putting Band-Aids on 
the situation, let’s really 
tackle it by opening our 
own supportive housing 
building where we can be 
the landlord. We can move 
young people in, they can 
have 24/7 support to learn 
the life skills, the budget-
ing skills, how to engage 
in a building with other 
tenants and how to cook,” 
she said.

“This population is 
coming from an environ-
ment where they didn’t 
have necessarily the adults 
in their lives to teach 
them those very basic and 
fundamental skills to get 
them into the adult world 
successfully. So that’s the 
goal of this building, to 
give them stable housing 
and then work with them 
to teach them the skills 
that they’ll need to tran-
sition into independent 
living. You really can’t 

expect the young person 
to think about going back 
to school or getting help 
for their drug addiction or 
getting out of the sex trade 
when they have no place 
to live.”

OneROOF’s mission is 
to support youth between 
the ages of 12 to 25. The 
shelter and supportive 
housing will be for youth 
aged 16 to 25, both male 
and female.

In the past year multiple 
charities from Woolwich 
have raised funds, items 
or donations for oneROOF 
after seeing the need 
themselves. The Wool-
wich Community Lions, 
for instance, recently 
raised winter clothing and 
other items to give to the 
shelter. Earlier in the year, 
oneROOF was the recipi-
ent for the 100 Woolwich 
Women Who Care quar-
terly fund. 

“We did receive funds 
from the 100 Women Who 
Care out of Woolwich. I 
did a presentation there 
and we were the grantee, 
so that was fantastic. The 
money that we received 
from them is going 
directly to our build – that 
donation of $10,000 paid 
to furnish one of the units 
in this 44-unit building, 
so the youth will move in 

with all the appliances 
they need, all the furniture 
that they need, linens, 
bedding,” said Diet-
rich-Bell, appreciative for 
the community’s support 
over the pandemic.

“Our agency, we’re 
still very grassroots, we 
don’t have the support 
of provincial or federal 
dollars on any sort of regu-
lar basis. So we rely really 
heavily on community 
donations and groups like 
the Lions and 100 Women 
Who Care and just individ-
ual people to literally keep 
our doors open. We’re 
always so thankful when 
we get considered versus 
some of the larger agen-
cies.”

Anyone looking to 
donate can go to their 
website, www.oneroof.org, 
to see a full list of what 
they need for their shelter 
expansion, as well as to 
donate to the cause. 

“One youth coming 
through is too many in my 
head,” said Lindsey White, 
program supervisor at 
Lutherwood’s Safe Haven 
program. The program 
is the only space in the 
region for youth under 16.

Located downtown 
Kitchener, Safe Haven 
helps youth aged 12 to 17, 
and is also noticing an 

increase in people using 
their services over the last 
couple years.  Schools in 
the region will refer youth 
in need to Lutherwood, 
but as many schools 
were in lockdown, many 
problems were going 
unnoticed. Now that’s 
increasing again as kids 
have been back in class. 

“You’re in school and 
your supports are in the 
school, and then you don’t 
get to see your support for 
a year, that can wear on 
you and we’re seeing more 
mental health in the youth 
that we are working with.”

In a year, Safe Haven 
will see some 120 youth 
accessing their services, 
which White said is 
continuing to increase.

“Our main goal is 
prevention. We try to 
have youth, if they do 
come in and there’s a 
crisis within the home, 
we’re immediately talking 
about discharge and we’re 
immediately trying to put 
supports in place so that 
the youth can return home 
if it’s safe to do so. We’re 
trying to prevent them 
from becoming chron-
ically homeless,” said 
White. “There are youth, 
16- and 17-year-olds, who 
aren’t able to go home and 
so we do support them 
in finding independent 
living options.”

Some of Lutherwood’s 
youth who can’t go home, 
will be refered to other 
youth services where 
they can stay for longer 
periods, such as oneROOF. 
Lutherwood’s Safe Haven 
program has 10 beds in 
their shelter in Kitchener. 
The average stay at Safe 
Haven can range from 
two to 10 days, with some 
coming back multiple 
times in a year.

“There’s not data right 
now to specifically indi-
cate the reasons why we 
have a lot more referrals 
coming in. There just 
seems to be a lot of fami-
lies in some sort of crisis 
right now. Every family 
and every youth have 
different needs and so, it’s 
just being able to support 
them and what they need 
in that moment – we are 
here to have that safe 
space.”

Currently Luther-
wood has a Comfy Cozy 
campaign where the 
community can donate 
warm clothing, hygiene 
products and gift cards to 
give to the youth access-
ing their services over the 
holidays. For more infor-
mation, contact  
foundation@lutherwood.ca. 
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Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

Cell 519-572-2528
Phone 519-747-2040

shannarozema@royallepage.ca 

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

Wishing you and your
family all the best this holiday
season and a joyous new year! Your  ocal  RealtorYour  ocal  Realtor

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Erv Wiens Preaching

Advent 4
Dare to Imagine God’s Face!

9:30 am

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

For some of us, not all is 
merry this time of year. 

During a season when 
people expect to feel the 
opposite, the holidays 
can be an unanticipated 
source of stress leading to 
unhappiness.

There are a lot of extra 
demands related to the 
holidays. The whirlwind 
of gift-giving and holiday 
planning, the increased 
social expectations, 
and external pressures 
from social media and 
marketing, can leave you 
feeling stressed and over-
whelmed.

Too many activities—
even when they are fun—
can make you feel frazzled.

Added to this mix is 
COVID-19, and concerns 
for your own and your 
loved ones’ health. 
Sadness and anxiety 
around changes to holiday 
plans due to the pandemic 
and family divisiveness 
around vaccination status 
can compound stress.

And too much stress has 
a negative impact on our 
health.

Physically, you could 
experience poor or 
interrupted sleep and 
increased or decreased 
appetite. Emotionally, 
you could experience 
depression, anxiety, worry, 
guilt, nervousness, and 

Managing the stress 
of the holiday season

increased anger, frustra-
tion, and hostility. Some 
may experience social 
withdrawal and isolation.

But there are steps you 
can take to minimize holi-
day stress and put the joy 
back in the season.

Maintain healthy habits. 
While there’s room for 
special treats, continue 
to nourish your body 
with nutritious food and 
adequate sleep. Keep up 
with regular exercise.

Budget. Look at your 
finances in advance to rein 
in your holiday spending. 
Try alternatives such 
as homemade gifts, gift 
exchanges, or repurposing 
decorations you already 
own.

Practice self-care. 
Take time to prioritize 
your mental health. Feel 
refreshed and refocused 
by doing something 
mindful such as painting, 
taking a walk, or breathing 
through an entire holiday 
tune.

Connect with others. For 
some, the holidays can be 
an especially lonely time. 
Religious or social events 
can help reduce feelings 
of isolation. Reconnecting 
with family and friends 
or volunteering your time 
can also be rewarding.

Recognize your prior-
ities. Saying “yes” to every-

thing can lead to taking 
on too much and feeling 
burned out or resentful. 
Take on tasks and activi-
ties that are realistic given 
the time, money, and 
mental energy available. 
Planning ahead and find-
ing ways to simplify things 
can help.

Show compassion: 
Know that others may also 
be experiencing holiday 
stress. Being understand-
ing even when others don’t 
live up to your expecta-
tions can reduce friction.

Seek help. Experiencing 
a range of emotions during 
the holidays is normal. But 
if feelings of sadness and 
anxiety persist, consider 
talking to your family 
doctor or a mental health 
practitioner. 

Recognizing potential 
stressors and making 
timely adjustments can 
help you truly enjoy the 
moment.

Taking care of yourself 
can be one of the most 
important things you do 
this holiday season.

 ↆ This article is brought to 
you by Woolwich Counselling 
Centre. This nonprofit counselling 
agency creates awareness and 
provides education to promote 
emotional and mental wellness for 
individuals, families, businesses, 
and others in Woolwich and 
Wellesley. Check out their 
upcoming small group therapy 
sessions and workshops at www.
woolwichcounselling.org.

arrived, I saw him back-
stage just as I was heading 
over to the washroom. 
I was able to get a selfie 
with him real quick before 
he went back out. I was 
fan-girling on him but the 
game itself was really fun 
too,” said Maier.

The locals were chosen 
for a spot on the show 
because of their fami-
ly-orientated, competitive 
team spirit. 

“They really want your 
personality and who you 
are as a family; the reason 
this team was pulled 
together was because 
we do an annual holiday 
every year where we rent 
cottages together, and 
we’ve done it for over 40 
years. It started with my 
parents’ generation, and 
now it’s been passed down 
to my generation and my 
kids’ generation.  The 
real thing that binds us 
together as a family is that 
week that we do a holi-
day for all these extreme 
sports and extreme 
competitive games – 
that’s what they really 

pulled out of us while we 
were on the show, just sort 
of the family value that 
we have of spending time 
together.”

Due to the ongoing 
pandemic, the audition 
process and taping were a 
little different than usual. 
Maier and her family 
were auditioned through 
Zoom. Once on set, the 
family was happy to see it 
was exactly what they saw 
on TV. 

“It was a lot bigger than 
I thought it would be, it 
actually is quite large,” 
she said of the set. “They 
had us do a rehearsal 
earlier on the set so we 
could get a feel of what it 
was like to actually be on 
the set, which was really 
nice. 

“They kind of run 
through some mock up 
ahead of time so that 
you’re not just like deer in 
the headlights when you 
go in for the actual taping. 
They had a live audience, 
which was really nice to 
watch just like real human 
interaction, even though 
everybody was socially 

distant, that was fun to 
have some interaction 
with the audience as well. 
But it is it is exactly like it 
looks like,” she added.

A family watch party 
is set to take place, as the 
excited contestants have 
to keep their winnings or 
losings secret to not reveal 
the outcome of the future 
episode.

“Once we know the 
day we’re going to get the 
whole family together 
to watch together and 
we’re curious to see what 
did they keep? What 
did they take out? We’re 
curious to see how it all 
comes together. I’d highly 
recommend it for any 
family that wants to just 
give it a shot – throw your 
family name into the ring 
and audition. It’s a really 
fun process and it was 
really worthwhile to do.”

The air date has yet to 
be announced, and until 
then the community will 
have to wait to see if the 
local family won their 
round and are going on 
for more. 

Survey says…

FAMILY FEUD: They’re keeping mum on what happened 
until after the episode airs at a date yet to be announced

→ FROM 30

There were plenty of photos being snapped as the family spent time on the set, including Connie Maier's selfie with host Gerry Dee (left).  Submitted
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ACROSS
1. Curve
4. The sound of a sneeze
10. Struck hard
15. Rainfall precipitation 

collected
17. Small dark shapes that 

float across your vision
19. Playboy
20. Egyptian cobra
22. Not off
23. Chinese truth
24. Red-white-and-

blue inits.
25. Samples
27. Coffee order: Abbr.
29. Or do not
30. Bondman
32. Social science
35. Marley and __
36. Jubilance
38. Like some humor
40. tricks
42. Milk dispenser
44. Call
47. @
48. Decorative case
49. bustle

51. "Let it stand"
53. One who complies
55. "The Joy Luck 

Club" author
56. Greasiest
57. Part of a soccer net
58. Barely beat
59. Baker's dozen?
60. hello
61. Automatic
63. Ancient greetings
64. "If the ___ is concealed, 

it succeeds": Ovid

DOWN
1. Bluish Eurasian butterfly
2. Bring up
3. Used for smoking
4. Cobblers' tools
5. In harmony with the Tao
6. Clown
7. Water-based scouts
8. "48___"
9. Relationship between 

a part and a whole
10. "My boy"
11. Mother
12. "Beetle Bailey" pooch

13. Oolong, for one
14. Chip away at
16.  Means itself
18. Tendency to 

extreme loquacity
21. Ace
26. Hawaiian dish
28. Dresden's river
29. Twosomes
31. Bird ___
33. ___ time
34. Monopoly square
37. Software program, 

briefly
39. "Likewise"
41. Restaurant activity
43. Little dent
45. "Ah, me!"
46. Advanced
48. Founded: Abbr.
50. WWW address
51. Very much
52. Merriest
53. For instance
54. __, too, or two
59. "The Snowy Day" 

author ___ Jack Keats
62. Egg cells

 ↆ X - W O R D

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 8am - 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK

 ↆ S U D O K U ↆ W O R D  S E A R C H

 Advent 
 Baking
 Bells
 Boxing Day
 Carve
 Charity

 Cherubs
 Cider
 December
 Dreidel
 Druid
 Feliz Navidad

 Garland
 Glory
 Hanukkah
 Ho Ho Ho
 Hymns
 Icicles

 Jack Frost
 Jerusalem
 Kinara
 Kwanzaa
 Lamb 
 Manger

 Menorah
 North Pole
 Peppermint
 Poinsettia
 Skating
 Sugarplum

 Wassail
 Yuletide
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The Observer celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2021, right smack in the middle 
of a lockdown due to a global pandemic. In such a year of extraordinary 
challenges, it’s the loyalty and support of our advertisers and newspaper readers 
that helps maintain our commitment to keep the community informed.

Despite whatever 2021 has thrown our way, it’s the happy moments with loved 
ones that make it all worthwhile, and we hope you feel that way too.

We wish you a Merry Christmas, and may your Happy New Year be among the 
best ever. All the best in 2022 from your local community newspaper.

Pretend this ad
says something
warm & fuzzy.*

Joe Merlihan, Steve Kannon, Justine Fraser, 
Cassandra Merlihan, Donna Rudy, Patrick Merlihan

* Check out our new #cardsajournalistwouldsend line of Christmas Greeting Cards online at newsmart.ca

Please 
Stay Safe

Take all precautions
while you enjoy the
company of your 

extended families.
We’re still in this 

together.
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/MTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHSFOR $9.95

RENT SOFT WATER

CULLIGAN.COM
519-744-2248 | 427 GAGE AVE. KITCHENER

INFO@CULLIGANWATER.CA

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

HIGH-GLOSSHIGH-GLOSS
LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK!

LUXURYLUXURY
CLICKCLICK
VINYLVINYL

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK! IN STOCK!

12” X 24”12” X 24”
CARRARA CARRARA 

MARBLE TILESMARBLE TILES

$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

2” X 4”2” X 4”
BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

TILESTILES

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

5” THICK WIRE BRUSHED5” THICK WIRE BRUSHED
3/4” THICK3/4” THICK

OAK HARDWOODOAK HARDWOOD 

$$559999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 9.99

IN STOCK!

5” THICK WIRE BRUSHED5” THICK WIRE BRUSHED
ENGINEEREDENGINEERED

OAK HARDWOODOAK HARDWOOD 

$$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

IN STOCK!

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

IN STOCK!

47” WIDE VINYL47” WIDE VINYL
STAIR TREADS STAIR TREADS 

STEP & RISER INCLUDEDSTEP & RISER INCLUDED

$$65659999
FROM EACH

5.5” WIDE5.5” WIDE
CONTEMPORARYCONTEMPORARY

6” WIDE6” WIDE
SQUARESQUARE

3/7” WIDE3/7” WIDE
COLONIALCOLONIAL

$$119999
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

$$222929
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.99

$$007979
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

BASEBOARDS

M-F

SUN
10-5

9-6
SAT
9-6

IN STOCK! IN STOCK!

100’S OF NEW 100’S OF NEW 

AREAAREA
RUGSRUGS

8’ X 11 ’8’  X 11 ’
STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

$$199199

IN STOCK!

NOT EXACTLY
AS SHOWN

WIDE XL BOARDWIDE XL BOARD
LUXURY VINYL LUXURY VINYL 

CORK PAD ATTACHEDCORK PAD ATTACHED

$$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

Patrick Merlihan
Woolwich Township

Councillor, Ward 1 Elmira

2021

The “magic” of the holiday season 
is the gift of the company of family 
and friends. It’s the lifetime of 
shared moments wrapped in a hug 
with those that you love the most. 
It is your everything.

From my family to yours, I wish you 
all the warmth a family can give you 
and a happy healthy 2022.

Family is
everything.

children do not develop 
Type 2 diabetes before 
puberty.

While the exact cause 
of Type 2 diabetes is 
unknown, family history 
and genetics appear to 
play an important role. 
Inactivity and excess 
fat, especially fat around 
the belly, also seem to be 
important factors. Often, 
changes in diet and 
exercise are enough to 
manage Type 2 diabetes 
in children. However, oral 
medications and insulin 
treatment may be needed 
for some children.

Although diabetes may 
not run in your family, it 
is still possible that your 
daughter could develop 
childhood diabetes. 
You should talk with 
her about other signs or 
symptoms that you may 
not have noticed, or she 
may not have mentioned. 
Being able to recognize 
the signs and symptoms 
of the disease can help get 
an earlier diagnosis and 
ultimately a chance of a 
better outcome.

Increased thirst and 
increased urination are 
often the first signs that 
something is amiss. 
Excess sugar building 
up in your child's blood-
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stream pulls fluid from 
tissues. As a result, your 
child becomes thirstier – 
and drinks more and uses 
the bathroom more than 
usual.

Other symptoms for 
children might be fatigue, 
weight loss and increased 
hunger. The lack of sugar 
in their cells can cause 
children to become 
exhausted. If you begin to 
notice that your daughter 
is showing signs of fatigue 
but her activity has not 
increased, that is an area 
of concern. Also, some 
children may lose weight, 
as they're not able to store 
what they're eating in 
their body anymore with-
out insulin. So weight loss 
can be another sign of 
diabetes.

Symptoms of Type 1 
diabetes tend to develop 
rapidly in young people; 
whereas, Type 2 diabetes 
symptoms develop over 
time and may be so grad-
ual that you do not notice. 
For children with Type 2 
diabetes, other symptoms 
might include blurry 
vision and darkened areas 
of the skin, particularly 
around the neck or in the 
armpits.

Young people who 
develop diabetes are at a 
higher risk of health chal-
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lives. Complications from 
diabetes may include 
high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, heart disease, 
increased risk for stroke 
and kidney disease, as 
well as other conditions.

Even if your daughter 
has not exhibited any 
other signs of diabetes, 
you should call her pedi-
atrician or health care 
provider to determine 
next steps. He or she 
may recommend blood 
and urine tests. If your 
daughter is found to have 
diabetes, you likely will 
be referred to a pediat-
ric endocrinologist for 
ongoing care. If she is 
found to be at high risk 
or on the cusp for diabe-
tes, you also may want to 
meet with a specialist to 
develop a proactive plan 
to lower her risk for the 
future.

As scary as it might 
sound to have a child 
diagnosed with diabetes, 
the condition is manage-
able, and patients can go 
on to be active and have 
good quality of life. 


