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ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE  325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727 • REGULAR HOURS: MON-FRI 8AM-8PM, SAT 8AM-7PM, SUN 9AM-5PM
LOCALLY OWNED 

& OPERATED

HOLIDAY HOURS

*Not in conjunction 
with other promotions

Blowout SALE STARTS NOW!

Boxing Week
OPEN 7 DAYS | 30 Benjamin Rd., Waterloo | 519-746-0060 | www.furniturehouse.ca

SAVE THE TAX on Everything in the Entire Store!

Inventory Available 
for Immediate 

Pickup or Delivery

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

IN POSTPONING A 
BRESLAU CONNECTOR 
road that would have put 
the entire $30-million 
price tag on future Wool-
wich homebuyers, the 
township is hoping others 
will join the party. That 
list includes the Region 
of Waterloo, the province 
and the transit agency 
Metrolinx.

Woolwich councillors 
who opted to put on hold 
the project argue the 
road, and in particular 
a $15-million overpass, 
would benefit plans to 
funnel people to the 
airport and proposed new 
GO Transit train station in 
Breslau.

A recent environmental 
assessment study deter-
mined the preferred route 
for the future extension 
of Dolman Street in the 
older section of Breslau to 
Fountain Street and then 
continuing east to Green-
house Road. 

The first stretch to 
Fountain Street is to be 

Getting GO station 
back on track is 
another Breslau 
planning issue
In the vein of proposed collector road, 
issue involves region and province 

→ GO STATION 6

completed by the devel-
oper as part of a large new 
subdivision proposed 
by Breslau Properties 
Ltd. and now sold to the 
Madison Group, a Toron-
to-based real estate devel-
oper. The township’s study 
determined the section 
to Greenhouse Road 
would be funded entirely 
by development charges 
assessed on all future new 
homes constructed in 
the township. The latter 
proved to be a stumbling 
block.

Though township staff 
backed the plan, coun-
cillors balking at the 
cost argued other groups 
should be footing at least 
part of the bill given the 
road would serve a wider 
group of users than local 
residents.

That’s a sentiment 
shared by the owners of 
the development lands, 
who see the GO station as a 
key piece of the equation.

Thomasfield Homes, 
which has developed 
much of the north end 
of Breslau, has plans to 

Sledding with a smile, Lucas Cutting, 3, and his mom Neta enjoyed the winter weather Tuesday at Elmira’s Bolender Park. Justine Fraser

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

THIS HOLIDAY WEEK-
END WILL BE a mix of 
rain, some light snow 
and the start of colder 
temperatures. 

Christmas Day is 
expected to be cloudy 
with mild temperatures 
at 4 degrees that feel like 
minus-1. Woolwich is 
looking at a 30 per cent 
chance of rain as Santa 
delivers presents and a 
small drop to minus-2 into 
the evenings, set to feel 

like minus-9. 
Boxing Day shop-

ping will be paired with 
some flurries and a bit of 
sunshine with a 40 per 
cent chance of precipita-
tion, cooling down into the 
nighttime to minus-4. 

Environment Canada 
senior climatologist 
David Phillips is eyeing 
up the sky for the arrival 
of the man in red Friday 
night. 

“Here we are in the 
middle of December 
and really winter is only 
starting to arrive in this 

country. Sometimes 
winter arrives by Thanks-
giving Day or certainly 
by Halloween. The first 
part of winter was slow to 
arrive, so we know the next 
part of winter is going to 
be winter-like. We don’t 
forecast the length of 
winter – my sense is that 
we know winter might 
only be three months long 
in parts of Canada, which 
would be alright for most 
Canadians.”

Phillips explained that 
several winters in a row 
have been warmer for parts 

of southern Ontario than 
previously.

“How many seasons 
in a row have been 
warmer than normal? It’s 
nonstop. I always think 
the best weather is normal 
weather. There are people 
who like to snowmobile 
and ski, they’re always 
disappointed when winter 
isn’t winter. And those 
that hate winter are glad 
when they can cheat it. 
Most of the province 
looks that way – normal 
temperatures.”  

→ WINTER 7

Something of a white Christmas
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on Lexington

215 Lexington Rd, Waterloo   519-501-1131   INFO@HYGATELIVING.COM

 WWW.HYGATELIVING.COM

Kitchener-Waterloo’s newest, full-service retirement residence, 
specializing in excellent meals and a lifestyle created for today’s senior!

Call today about our limited-time Move-In Special!

Season’s Greetings
from Our Family to Yours
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three Wellesley is looking at a five per cent annual 
increase to its building permit fees, which 
haven’t been adjusted since 2015, chief 
building official Darryl Denny told councillors 
meeting this week. Under provincial regu-
lations, the building department is funded 
entirely by fees collected on a cost-recovery 
basis.

Christmas came a little bit early for the 
employees of Waterloo North Hydro when, 
after 18 months of planning and construc-
tion, they finally moved into their brand new 
facility. Located at 526 Country Squire Rd. 
in Woolwich Township. The 105,000 square-
foot office is more than double the size of 
the old headquarters.
From the Dec. 24, 2011 edition of The Observer

Wellesley hikes bldg. fees From the archives

building centre

JL’s Duke St SAVE
20%O’Kee�e’s Cream

Working Hands 
or Healthy Feet

4670-090/094

Was $9.99

797
Each

5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 | Shop homehardware.ca   and choose JL’s as your home Store.

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE IS NOT only 
the slogan for the fund-
raising campaign, it’s the 
goal of the new Wellesley 
Township Recreation 
Centre which will offer 
a wide array of services 
when the $27-million proj-
ect is completed.

Council got the ball roll-
ing last week in awarding 
a $26.5-million contract 
to Kitchener-based Ball 
Construction Ltd. to carry 
out the work. The proj-
ect will also use another 
$700,000 for the addition 
of green features.

After consulting a range 
of community groups 
over the last few years, 
the township advisory 
committee recommended 
a new facility meet as 
many needs as possible 
rather than leaving anyone 
out.

Along with an 
NHL-sized rink, the facil-
ity at Queens Bush and 

$27-million complex will feature an NHL-
sized rink, senior’s centre, gymnasium, 
fitness rooms, walking track and more

Hutchison roads in Welles-
ley village will include 
eight dressing rooms (two 
fully accessible), a dress-
ing room for the Apple-
jacks Junior C hockey 
team, a youth centre, 
seniors’ centre, a gymna-
sium that could serve as a 
community centre, meet-
ing rooms, fitness rooms, a 
walking track,  a commer-
cial kitchen, a multi-use 
court, a skate park, active 
outdoor play centre, two 
soccer fields and outdoor 
walking trails.

There’s room on the site 
for a future second ice pad 
and outdoor pool, as well.

The township is also in 
negotiations to include 
space for the commu-
nity health centre at the 
location, with costs to be 
recovered from leasing the 
space.

The province has 
pledged $16.1 million 
for the project, with the 
remaining $11 million to 
be paid for by a mix of 
community fundraising, 

Region prepares to ramp up vaccination clinics
Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

THE REGION OF 
WATERLOO THIS week 
hit a milestone in admin-
stering one million vacci-
nations since vaccines 
became available a year 
into the pandemic. The 
goal posts are shifting, 

Brian McHugh, owner of Brian’s Foto Source, has lit up Elmira with the Christmas display in the front window. Justine Fraser

however, as the Omicron 
variant accelerates the 
need for booster shots.

Despite the holidays, 
residents should take all 
precautions to slow the 
spread, says Dr. Hsiu-Li 
Wang, the region’s medi-
cal officer of health. That 
includes scaling back 
social contacts, limit-

ing gatherings, getting 
a third dose of vaccine, 
testing children or adults 
with symptoms, staying 
home if you’re feeling ill, 
physical distancing and 
wearing a mask in public 
settings. 

“To effectively blunt 
the Omicron wave, we 
cannot only rely on 

vaccination. Given that 
the number of cases of 
Omicron is doubling 
every two to three days, 
we must quickly and 
dramatically scale back 
our social contacts so 
that there is sufficient 
time for our vaccine 
efforts to have an impact. 
If everyone does what 

they can it will have a 
major compounded effect 
across the community. 
Book your third dose of 
the vaccine as soon as 
possible. Severe conse-
quences such as ICU 
admissions and deaths 
always lag a few weeks 
from when cases arise. 

“Not acting before →CLINICS FOR BUSINESS 5

we start to see rapidly 
escalating hospitaliza-
tions, ICU admissions 
and deaths means we will 
be too late. Omicron is 
much more transmissible 
than Delta, that we know. 
In Ontario, it’s  infecting 
four to eight times more 
people than Delta did,” 

Christmas display is a holiday tradition
Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

HAVING PEOPLE 
SLOW DOWN FOR a 
little window shopping 
is precisely the goal of 
a festive display that’s 
become a holiday staple 
at Brian’s Foto Source in 
downtown Elmira over the 
past decade.

Owner Brian McHugh 
says he’s happy to see 
children’s faces light up 
as they pass by the front 
window while Christ-

mas shopping with their 
parents.

It’s become such a 

popular feature that chil-
dren have begun asking 
McHugh well in advance 

of the holiday when the 
display will be back.

“The kids want it, they 
don’t want me to change. 
They come in October 
asking when am I going to 
put the Christmas display 
up – they look forward 
to it. I don’t really know 
why I started doing it, I 
just did it. People liked it 
so we kept doing it,” he 
explained.

Adding a few items, 
the display is of West 
Montrose, featuring 

→ DISPLAY 5

Wellesley moving 
ahead with new 
recreation complex

→ REC COMPLEX 28
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Where Tires are a Specialty not a sideline!

371 Arthur St. S. Elmira                       519-669-3232
www.oktireelmira.com        toll free 1-877-667-6604
     Shopping for tires is a breeze at OK Tire Store (Elmira), as 
their wide selection allows them to find the right tire to fit your 
vehicle, driving style, and budget.
 OK Tire Store (Elmira) is your source for passenger car, 
van, SUV, light truck, medium truck, agricultural equipment, 
industrial, ATV, lawn & garden tires, sold at  competitive prices. 
      They proudly feature tires by Bridgestone, Firestone, Toyo, 
Cooper, GT Radial, Continental, Pirelli, General Tire, and BKT.       
       OK Tire Store (Elmira) fulfill all your tire shopping and tire 
maintenance needs. From tire purchase and installation to flat 
tire repair, winter tire changeovers, to precision balancing and 
TPMS service, their certified technicians keep you rolling.
 OK Tire is an Unverferth Wheel dealer, with access to all 
sorts of original equipment, antique and custom wheels, for 
most farm equipment application, including duals, triples and 
large singles. They also provide Trelleborg Wheel Systems, 
tractor tires and complete wheels, plus wheel ballasting service.
      Need a tire service?  They’re available for 24-hr roadside 
assistance and on-the-farm service equipped with a fleet of 
5 mobile trucks, 3 of which are fully equipped with cranes to 
handle the largest of tires and wheels.
     Nothing adds style to a car or truck like a set of custom 
wheels; OK Tire Store (Elmira) has a wide selection of wheels 
in many shapes and sizes. LUND® premium accessories, along 
with WeatherTech® floor matts and complete accessories are 
available. 
      Established in 1953, O.K. Tire Stores have grown to become 
Canada’s largest independent chain of tire retailers with the tire 
purchasing power of over 300 locations coast to coast.   
      Guided by owners Rob Bowman and Eric Brubacher, OK 
Tire Store (Elmira) has been the region’s leading locally owned 
and operated full service tire dealer since 1993.  They serve 
everyday drivers, fleet managers, farmers, and businesses 
across the region.
      OK Tire Store (Elmira) is committed to providing high-quality 
customer service to every person that walks through the door. 
     Drop by today, call for a free quote or ask about tire rebates 
and specials, as they are our recommended tire experts.

No matter the application if it’s powered by or 
backed up with a battery ... more often than not, 

we have a solution

8272 Wellington Rd.  7, RR1 Moorefield      519-638-8990
www.standalonebatteries.com
    When was the last time your vehicle battery was replaced?  
Most car, trucks and SUV batteries only last three to five years. 
If you’re due for a replacement, make sure you get a reliable 
battery at a fair price.
 Batteries drain faster in cold weather, and when it comes to 
extreme temperature tolerance, especially in northern climate 
you will need a quality battery.
  Established in 2015, local owner Daniel Tanguay has years 
of experience in the battery industry.  Stand Alone Battery and 
Charger Services has motive power industry experience since 
the year 2000. 
  Stand Alone Battery and Charger Services feature 
products by Magnacharge, Odyssey, Trojan Deep Cycle, and 
Trolling Thunder Marine Dual Purpose Batteries, along with 
new automotive batteries for all makes and models of cars, 
trucks, new heavy duty batteries for farm machinery, lawn 
and garden tractor batteries, AGM / Gel / Solar, recreational 
batteries for motorcycle /ATV /scooter /watersport /snowmobile, 
golf cart, medical & mobility batteries & service, SLA batteries - 
emergency lighting / UPS backup, large construction equipment 
and large highway trucks, deep cycle and AGM batteries, plus 
industrial batteries for commercial use in forklifts, and battery 
and charger on site repair services.
 They also sell impressive NOCO ultra-portable. lightweight 
and compact Boost Jump Starters, with lithium-ion technology, 
complete with accessories.  
   Stand Alone Battery and Charger Services specializes in 
helping the Mennonite community by providing battery back up 
systems for generators and batteries to keep your lights visible 
on your buggy while driving at night. 
       When you buy your new battery from Stand Alone Battery 
and Charger Services, they handle the eco-friendly disposal of 
your old one.
       They are open Monday to Saturday 8:00am-6:00pm, with 
emergency appointments available. Like them on Facebook.

“ Our Strength is Your Beauty ”

6 Memorial Ave., Elmira                       519-669-8234
       At Guys & Dolls Salon & Spa they promise to always treat 
you like family. You allow them to make a difference in so many 
lives every day, including your own. Ongoing education allows 
owner/stylist Lori Weber and her team to ensure your visit with 
them isn’t just an appointment, but a luxurious experience. If 
they don’t help you pamper yourself … who will?
      When it comes to keeping your hair in excellent condition, 
you may be surprised that a regular salon appointment is the 
key. Guys & Dolls Salon & Spa ongoing education in the best 
of cutting, colouring and styling techniques will ensure that you 
get the style you want when you visit.
      Their services are delivered in a one of a kind space that 
includes 4 private studios, promoting relaxation, luxury and the 
highest quality of products and customer service delivered to 
each guest. 
   Guys & Dolls Salon & Spa is proud to offer a wide variety 
of services, delivered by some of the industry’s top service 
providers. This includes hairstyling, facials, soothing manicures 
and pedicures, waxing, tinting, facial waxing, ear piercing, 
makeup application, to facials, mask facials, and hot stone 
massage.
      Guys & Dolls Salon & Spa carry an entire range of hair 
treatment products by Matrix, Biolage, Kenra, American Crew, 
as well as O.P.I nail products.  Dermatologist co-developed hair 
care products by DevaCurl®, including cleansers, hydrators, 
definition and curl styling products are available.
        Give the gift of beauty and relaxation with a gift card to 
Guys & Dolls Salon & Spa.  They are perfect for Christmas, 
birthdays, anniversaries, and graduations.  Gift cards can be 
purchase in-store, online www.guysanddolls.ca, or over the 
phone. 
        Visiting Guys & Dolls Salon & Spa can be an oasis in a 
stressful or busy schedule.  Call to book your appointment today 
and enjoy a luxurious experience. Like them on Facebook. 
www.facebook.com/guysanddolls.salonandspa
  They are open Tuesday-Thursday 9:00am-8:00pm, Friday 
9:00am-6:00pm, Saturday 8:30am- 4:00pm. Closed Sundays 
and Monday.
        On behalf of Lori and her staff we would like to wish their 
highly valued clients the best over the holiday season.

Unit 1 1600 King St. N.                        519-664-3728
Upper Village St. Jacobs                    www.decortile.com                                                        

toll free 1-888-664-7526
       Since 1976, Decortile Limited has been providing builders, 
contractors, and homeowners with quality products and expert 
services. They are committed to making buying flooring an 
easy, informative, and inspiring experience for you. Their team 
of flooring experts offers sound advice, recommendations, and 
creative ideas to their customers.
        Decortile Limited is guided by owners Steven and David 
Deriu whose team of certified and experienced professionals 
gets the job done right the first time. 
 New carpet can be the finishing touch to a freshly decorated 
room, or the personal stamp that you put on your new home.
 When you want to create a warm and welcoming living 
space, solid and engineered hardwood can be the perfect 
investment, and with so many floors to choose from in their 
store, you will always be able to find the right flooring for your 
budget and requirements.   
 If you love the look and feel of wooden floors but want a 
flooring surface that is more hardwearing and low-maintenance, 
laminate could be the ideal product for your property.
 Luxury Vinyl offers the look of hardwood or porcelain tile.  
Vinyl Planks are durable, easy to install and easy to clean. 
Environmentally friendly cork flooring is also a good choice.
     From kitchens to bathrooms, conservatories to hallways, 
their quality tiles are made from durable materials and are easily 
maintained.  Decortile Limited‘s porcelain, ceramic, granite 
and marble floor tiles are finished to an unbeatable standard – 
ensuring the only highest standard.
       Decortile Limited is an expert in both retail and commercial 
flooring needs, with no job too big or small for this exceptional 
company.
       We suggest you drop by today, or view their website www.
decortile.com Like them on Facebook. Covid 19 protocols are in 
place for a safe shopping experience.
 Season’s Greetings to everyone and the best over the 
holiday season from the staff at Decortile Limited.

Driving The World’s #1 Selling Import

300 Weber St. N., Waterloo                 519-885-2000
www.forbeswaterlootoyota.com                                                         
Like them on Facebook
    Whether you are in the market for a car, truck, SUV, or van 
we suggest you make Forbes Waterloo Toyota (part of Forbes 
Automotive Family) your go-to dealership in the region. 
      From making the vehicle shopping process as hassle-free as 
possible with a no-pressure environment to getting your vehicle 
back on the road in no time, you can depend on them for all of 
your automotive needs.
     Forbes Waterloo Toyota offers a selection of new Toyota 
models.  Toyota was named the Best Mainstream Brand in the 
recent J.D. Power 2021 Canada ALG Residual Value Awards.
    Toyota is big on making your driving experience a truly safe 
one.  Their innovative Toyota Safety Sense™ (TSS) active 
safety features including pre-collision system with pedestrian 
detection, lane departure alert with steering assist, automatic 
high beams, and dynamic radar cruise control.  These hi-tech 
features are available on most models of Toyota vehicles at no 
additional cost.
     Forbes Waterloo Toyota has a selection of Certified Pre-
owned vehicles with multi-point inspection, warranty and CarFax 
vehicle history.  No matter your needs or budget, they are sure 
to have a vehicle that checks all of the boxes on your wish list. 
     Forbes Waterloo Toyota knows that drivers in the region are 
very busy, which is why they are committed to providing quick, 
quality automotive service at an affordable price. In their service 
centre highly skilled technicians can handle anything from 
routine maintenance to more complex repairs.  They provide 
While You Wait’ lube service, and convenient Pre-booking of 
appointments up to 6 months in advance.
    Forbes Waterloo Toyota use only genuine OEM auto parts 
backed by a 1-year/20,000 km warranty, made and approved 
by Toyota, so you know they were crafted to meet Toyota’s 
exacting standards. 
   General Manager Jason Stainton and the staff at Forbes 
Waterloo Toyota invite you to contact them to ask about 
incoming inventory.  This includes the all-new 2022 Tacoma 
pickup truck with six distinctly bold and capable Access Cab and 
Double Cab models.  Looks like another Toyota winner!
      At Forbes Waterloo Toyota they appreciate your business, 
and would like to wish you and your family a safe and happy 
holiday season.

Pride-Quality-Tradition Since 1990

1-2633 Herrgott Rd. St., Clements      519-699-1118                                 
    Richmond Heating & Air is not just another HVAC contractor 
offering the same service as the next one down the street. 
They are a cut above in experience, technical knowledge and 
customer service.  Invest your money in high quality products 
and services that will perform for the long haul by contacting the 
professionals at Richmond Heating & Air.
 Richmond Heating & Air provides the newest Lennox® 
and Carrier® systems that are more energy efficient to help 
you save on heating and cooling costs year after year.  New 
equipment is also quieter than ever before.  State-of-the-art 
engineering and design allow them to offer excellent warranties 
for worry free comfort. 
 Before choosing a new furnace, their fully licensed and 
insured technicians will take the time to calculate your heating 
needs by taking into account the size, design and construction of 
your home.  A furnace that is too small or too large for your home 
will not keep you comfortable and may waste energy.  Large 
homes may have multiple zones with more than one furnace to 
provide adequate heat.
      Serving the region since 1990, Richmond Heating & Air 
is an award winning business, the Canadian Infinity Award from 
Carrier Canada 2020, and Best HVAC Contractor Waterloo 
Regional Record -Readers Choice Awards 2020.  It is locally 
owned & operated by Dave Richmond who has a team of 
estimators and qualified HVAC installers, many of who have 
been with his company for decades. 
 Richmond Heating & Air specializes in furnace 
replacements, air conditioning, heat pumps, water heaters, 
humidifiers, smart thermostats, package systems, metal 
fabrication, maintenance and efficient repair services.
  Whether you are a residential customer, a large commercial 
or industrial account, Richmond Heating & Air prides 
themselves on quality, professional workmanship and aim for  
100% customer satisfaction. 
   We suggest you contact Richmond Heating & Air for a 
free quote or schedule a service appointment.  Visit them online 
at www.richmondheatingandair.com to read the testimonials 
from satisfied customers. Like them on Facebook. Follow on 
Instagram.
     On behalf of the staff at Richmond Heating & Air we wish 
you and your family a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - NOON

Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

WISHING YOU A

& HAPPY NEW YEAR

Thank you to all 
for your continued patronage.

Merry Christmas

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

NOW UNDER THE 
SUPERVISION OF 
MennoHomes, a planned 
expansion at Sprucelawn 
Apartments for Seniors 
in St. Jacobs will enjoy 
savings of $192,000, as 
Woolwich council agreed 
to waive development 
charges for the project.

The plan is to add 28 
units to the existing build-
ing, which would essen-
tially double the size of the 
complex at 33 Front St., 
which is currently home to 
30 units. Construction is 
expected to cost $6.5 to $7 
million.

Given that some 
of the rents are well 
below market averages, 
Sprucelawn qualifies 
under the township’s 
policy to support afford-
able housing by not 
applying development 
charges, which are special 
levies that see the buyers 
of new homes pay for costs 
related to growth.

The existing building 
has 28 one-bedroom units 
rented at $718 monthly, 
and two two-bedroom unit 
rented for $887.

In the new building, eight 
of the 20 one-bedroom 
units will have rents set at 
the ODSP shelter allowance 
of $497, while the other 12 
will rent for about $809. The 
building’s eight two-bed-
room units will have market 
rents of $1,350-$1,450 per 
month, Dan Driedger, exec-
utive director of Menno-
Homes, told councillors 
meeting by online video-
conference December 14.

Driedger noted Menno-
Homes last month took 
on board management 
of Sprucelawn, with a 

Woolwich agrees to waive DC fees for  
St. Jacobs seniors’ apartment expansion
Sprucelawn’s 30-unit build gets $192,000 reprieve from Woolwich council

Expansion will almost double the number of units at Sprucelawn site. Justine Fraser

full amalgamation set for 
January 31.

“It’s two organization 
coming together to hope-
fully achieve what one 
couldn’t do by itself,” he 
said, noting the combined 
footprint of the organiza-
tions would be 63 units 
in Woolwich Township, 
including The Foundry in 
Elmira.

Along with the devel-
opment charge waiver, 
Driedger suggested the 
township might look at 
dropping permitting and 
building inspection fees, 
noting Kitchener is look-
ing at doing the same for 
such projects.

He asked for an exemp-
tion from some $39,000 
in future fees, noting 
Sprucelawn has already 
paid some $26,000 to date.

Director of develop-
ment services Deanne 
Friess noted, however, 
that Woolwich’s waiver 
of DC charges is much 
more generous than the 
exemption of building 
fees, adding that in the 

Kitchener example the DC 
charges are only deferred, 
not waived.

“We think that the 
Township of Woolwich 
approach with the DC 
exemption of $192,000 
is quite significant, and 
quite a bit more than what 
the other municipalities 
are providing,” she said.

Moreover, the town-
ship is on the hook for the 
waived DC fees, having to 
contribute the $192,000 to 
the development charge 
fund over time from other 
sources.

Coun. Scott McMillan 
pressed for the township 
to look at additional 
exemptions as a way 
to support affordable 
housing projects, noting 
the housing situation has 
changed since the current 

policy drafted in 2017.
 “I think the housing 

crisis has gotten worse. 
Market price for housing 
has gone up. There’s more 
people that are homeless. 
There’s more people strug-
gling with food insecurity 
and housing insecurity,” 
he said, calling for a review 
at a later date, perhaps 
next spring.

For Coun. Murray 
Martin, however, such 
exemptions aren’t the way 
to go.

“I’m not a big fan about 
waiving fees. I always 
believe that everybody 
should pay their own 
way,” he said, suggesting 
McMillan and others could 
contribute directly to 
MennoHomes. “Get you 
chequebook out ... and help 
them fund their project.”

noted Wang, stressing the 
importance of limiting 
social contacts over the 
holidays.

“We’ve also seen an 
increasing number of 
outbreaks in schools 
in the last weeks, there 
may be additional cases 
among students who are 
now off for the holidays. 
If students have symp-
toms of COVID-19, even 
if they’re mild, please get 
them tested and self-iso-
late. The province has 
provided all students 
with rapid antigen 
screening tests to use 
during the holidays.”

As of midweek the 
region had just over 800 
active cases, up from 
231 at the beginning of 
the month, and nearly 
double the number just 
last week. About 50 per 
cent of outbreaks in the 
last seven days were 
from schools, 46 per cent 
were workplace settings 
and three per cent were 
long-term care homes. 
At midweek there were 
seven people in ICU with 
COVID and 20 people in 
hospitalization. 

The Region has 79.8 per 
cent of eligible residents 
over the age of 5 fully 
vaccinated and 85.2 per 
cent with one jab. Some 
39.1 per cent of children 5 
to 11 have had at least one 
dose since they became 
eligible. Neigbouring 
Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph has 86.9 per 
cent of eligible residents 
with one dose and 81.7 
per cent with two doses. 
WDG has 39 per cent of 
children with one dose. 
As of mid-week WDG 
had 536 active COVID 
cases, 299 new cases 
were confirmed over the 
weekend. 

“I encourage people 
who cannot book an 
appointment through the 
regional clinic booking 
system to connect with 
their family doctor or 
their local community 
pharmacy. The recent 
increases in COVID 
cases in our community 
highlight the need for 
everyone to get vacci-
nated. I also stress the 
importance of public 
health measures such as 
wearing masks, social 
distancing and limiting 
gatherings,” said Vickie 
Murray, director of 
pharmacy at Grand River 
and St Mary’s hospi-
tal, during the region’s 
weekly pandemic brief-
ing December 17.

Some 350,000 resi-

dents are eligible in the 
region to get their booster 
or third dose. The region 
is currently looking for 
businesses to host vacci-
nation clinics to ramp up 
the vaccine efforts in the 
community to brace for 
the increase in hospital-
izations they predict is 
coming with Omicron.

“As a region, we’re 
ramping up vaccina-
tion efforts to get doses 
administered as quickly 
as possible,” said regional 
Chair Karen Redman in 
a release Monday. “But 
we need help if we are 
going to get ahead of 
Omicron – and that’s why 
we are asking the busi-
ness community for their 
assistance.”

Large companies can 
host vaccination clinics 
for their employees and 
their families onsite. 
Companies such as 
Toyota and Piller’s Fine 
Foods took part earlier in 
the year. 

“The best way to keep 
us all safe is to get doses 
in arms,” said Frank 
Voss, president of Toyota 
Motor Manufacturing 
Canada, in the same 
release. “And Toyota is 
proud to help our team 
members and their fami-
lies receive their vaccines 
more quickly by hosting 
our own onsite clinics.”

The region is looking 
to get more businesses 
than previously on board, 
to help fulfill the large 
demand they’re seeing 
with the sharp rise in 
cases happening across 
Ontario, as well as the 
community. 

“We want to ramp up 
as quickly as possible. 
I think everybody’s on 
board to do what it takes 
to make as many vaccina-
tion appointments avail-
able as possible,” said 
Murray. “It’s going to take 
our whole community to 
pull together to do that 
and to be able to vacci-
nate people as quickly as 
we want because of the 
response for Omicron. 

“If you take a look at 
the numbers we’re prob-
ably going to have to look 
at doing 20,000 vaccina-
tions a day to meet the 
demand. Well, the most 
we’ve ever done is 2,000 
a day in July, so it feels 
like an almost impossible 
task, but it’s a task we’re 
committed to doing our 
best to meet. We might 
not make that but the 
commitment across the 
community and everyone 
I talk to is there to try our 
best.”

CLINICS FOR BUSINESS: Region 
looking to partner with large 
employers to set up vaccination clinics

→ FROM 3

one Grinch and a large 
display that takes up 
two windows, filled with 
small, painted figurines 
representing citizens ice 
skating, seeing Santa and 
some replicas of store-
fronts. The window on the 
other side of the door is 
filled with different-sized 
nutcrackers, ranging from 
one as a tall as a child 
and another nutcracker 
dressed like Santa making 
toys, with some new addi-
tions this year. 

“We got more nutcrack-
ers to fill in the window 
on that side,” he said, 
motioning to the window 

display. “I don’t think we 
did much to the other 
side because the kids like 
what’s there. They expect 
to see it, so I don’t want to 
change it.”

McHugh noted that the 
display next year will be 
similar, as it has been in 
previous years. The small 
West Montrose Christ-
mas village has become 
something of a staple for 
those checking out the 
window. 

For McHugh, there’s 
one compelling reason 
for continuing the annual 
festive display: “It’s the 
kids. It’s all about the 
kids.”

DISPLAY: Owner now gets inquiries 
well in advance of the holiday season

→ FROM 3
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Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Over the counter 
delivery available 
(Minimum $50 before 
tax order required)

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

expand out to Greenhouse 
Road. Part of its property 
had been earmarked for 
the GO station, with the 
original plan to push a 
road through with a level 
crossing at the railroad 
tracks. Metrolinx later 
came back with a new 
model that would see the 
developer pay for the GO 
station, and a demand 
was made for an overpass, 
increasing costs dramat-
ically.

“We basically had some-
thing already approved 
... and they said ‘well, can 
we densify it to help you 
make a larger contribution 
towards the GO station?’ 
We can’t because the 
airport has restrictions on 
heights. So what works in 
the GTA and Oakville and 
suburban Toronto as a 
model does not work well 
in Waterloo Region,” said 
company president Tom 
Krizsan, noting he had 
serviced a piece of land for 
the GO station. “I spent a 
lot of money already on 
the site anticipating that 
they would purchase it. We 
still have yet to receive an 
offer.”

He said he’s hopeful 
the province will realize 
a different approach is 
needed to make a GO 
station feasible in Breslau, 
noting a similar discussion 
is needed for the connec-
tor road.

It was much the same 
stance for Breslau Prop-
erties, which still owns 
land east of Fountain 
Street through which the 

connector road would run.
“The region and prov-

ince appear to need this 
road as much, or more, 
than the township because 
it is a direct north-south 
connecting linkage to 
and from a strategic rail 
connection for both the 
GO station commuters and 
the airport,” said president 
John Rose in an email to 
the township.

“We should step back 
and look at the cost and 
have maybe the region 
come to the table because 
they see this road as a very 
important north south 
direct conductivity to the 
airport and the GO station. 
We don’t disagree with 
that, but for the township 
to pay the full Monty, 
I think is really unfair 
right,” added planner Paul 
Puopolo, noting the GO 
station model used in the 
GTA doesn’t translate to 
this area.

“That model works well, 
for example, if you’re at 
the Mimico station or at 
Yonge and Steeles because 
what you can do is take 
some of those densities 
and say, ‘OK, I’ll put in 
the station, then you can 
put in, let’s say, five or six 
30-storey or 40-storey 
buildings.’ It provides that 
opportunity, but out there 
in Breslau because of the 
airport height limitation 
you have and also just the 
location, you’re not going 
to get that kind of density 
out there.”

Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris says he’s 
aware of that stumbling 

block, with talks underway 
to find a solution.

“We’re still really 
pushing Metrolinx to do 
further evaluations of 
what the region’s going to 
need going forward,” he 
said. “In our case here in 
Breslau, specifically, obvi-
ously we don’t necessarily 
have the ability to really 
meet those prescribed 
density targets. And the 
other challenge that we 
have, too, is because of the 
proximity to the airport, 
if you were to have some 
say low- to medium-rise 
density around there, 
there’s height restric-
tions.”

The province has 
been expanding GO 
train service to the area, 
with the goal of all-day, 
two-way connections. 
While demand has tapered 
off through the pandemic 
and due to a certain 
out-migration from the 
Toronto area, Harris notes 
that demand is likely 
to return in the medi-
um-term.

“From a logistical stand-
point, and from the usabil-
ity standpoint, Breslau is 
a perfect location,” said 
Harris, adding that the 
links aren’t just about 
people heading to work 
in the GTA, but carrying 
workers the other way, too.

“There’s almost as many 
people that commute into 
Waterloo Region on a daily 
basis or weekly basis as 
commute ... it’s not just 
about getting people to the 
GTA and Toronto, but it’s 
also getting people from 

Toronto proper and the 
western part of the GTA 
here, because we have 
some fantastic jobs in the 
advanced manufacturing 
sector, we have fantastic 
jobs in our tech sector, 
we’ve got a lot of actual 
financial banking, as well 
as the insurance compa-
nies that have a large foot-
print here, too. It’s really 
great to be able to have 
jobs like that in Waterloo 
Region and people want-
ing to come here to work, 
not just vice versa.”

Jeremy Vink, Wool-
wich’s manager of plan-
ning, said there are talks 
underway to get the GO 
station back on track, 
including another site 
aside from the Thom-
asfield Homes land. He 
notes that changes made 
by the province put a 
wrench in the gears.

“Although we’ve desig-
nated lands at Thomas-
field for it to happen, it 
was prior to the current 
government direction on 
these GO stations. We have 
approved this locations, 
but after that the prov-
ince changed the funding 
model. Now the developer 
has to pay for it. That 
wasn’t contemplated when 
we developed the subdivi-
sion and approved it,” he 
said. “They’re quite costly 
to build, GO stations, so 
we have to figure out ... 
how to get this developed 
between the province, the 
region, the township and 
the developers – what can 
we do to move this forward 
and where?”

GO STATION: Provincial funding model seen as unworkable in Breslau
→ FROM 1

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

WITH JUST ONE MORE 
GAME ahead of Christ-
mas – tonight (Thursday) 
in Ayr – the Elmira Sugar 
Kings are looking forward 
to the break. Some recov-
ery time is just what the 
doctor ordered.

Playing shorthanded 
last weekend, the hockey 
club managed to split a 
pair of games, following a 
3-0 to the K-W Siskins on 
Saturday with a 2-1 win 
over the Ayr Centennials 

Kings split weekend games, ceding first-place spot to Siskins
Junior B squad drops 3-0 decision in Waterloo before rebounding against Ayr, where they’ll play last game of the year tonight

on Sunday night at the 
WMC.

The Kings headed into 
Saturday night’s tilt tied 
with the Siskins atop the 
GOJHL’s Midwestern 
Conference, with the 
home team emerging 
victorious. Elmira now 
sits in second spot with 
a record of 20-7 for 40 
points, three back of KW 
(20-4-3) and one ahead 
of third place Stratford 
(19-7-0-1).

“Waterloo put it on us 
early in the game on Satur-
day, and we never really 

seemed to get our feet 
under us,” said head coach 
Rob Collins of the game 
against the Siskins. “That’s 
part of the reason why 
they’re in first place – they 
did a real good job.

“But considering the 
roster we were working 
with – that’s not an excuse 
– the guys were really 
competitive. We were 
short both games and 
certain guys had to step 
up in unfamiliar roles. The 
effort was there.”

The Siskins scored three 
times before the game 
was nine minutes old, 
and that proved enough 
to seal the win. When the 
dust settled, Waterloo had 
outshot the visitors 34-25, 
with both teams going 0-3 
on the power play.

“Waterloo was defi-
nitely a better team 
on Saturday. And then 
Sunday, I thought the 
effort was there again, 
but I thought there was 

much more focus and 
attention to detail. And 
that proved to be the 
difference in the results 
we were looking for. It 
was a really good 2-1 win 
against Ayr.”

The Kings had plenty of 
great chances. Capitaliz-
ing on two of them proved 
to be enough Sunday night 
on home ice.

Mason Eurig opened 
the scoring at 17:44 of the 
first, assisted by Jayden 
Lammel. It was 1-0 after 
one.

In the second, the lone 
goal of the period came 
off the stick of Elmira’s 
Brody Leblanc, with the 
2-0 holding for the next 
15-plus minutes leading 
into the second intermis-
sion.

Ayr cut the lead to 2-1 at 
5:18 of the third, but that 
was as close as things got 
despite outshooting the 
kings 10-7 in the frame and 
28-24 overall.

“Their goaltender 
played absolutely fantas-
tic. I think he stopped 
four or five breakaways 
– that really gave them 
a chance to be there in 
the end, which wasn’t 
surprising to us, as Ayr 
always plays us really 
tough,” said Collins. “But 
our guys really kept their 
focus well, and it was a 
well earned 2-1 win.”

The Centennials will be 
looking for some redemp-
tion Thursday night in Ayr 
as the Kings wrap up 2021. 
Elmira will have defence-
man Brock Reinhardt back 
in the lineup, a bit of relief 
for Collins who’s been 
forced to use forwards 
to augment his depleted 
blue-line corps.

“Not only is he welcome 
because we love Brock, 
Brock is also welcome 
because we need the D 
desperately. We had Adam 
Grein, Jayden Lammel 
and Owen Duiker, all 

forwards playing D last 
weekend just trying to 
piece together a lineup 
that is competitive. So 
with Brock coming back, 
that’s certainly going to 
help us and that added 
depth on to D is invalu-
able,” he said.

The Christmas break 
will provide the injured 
players time to rest and 
recover.

“With Christmas coming 
up and all that, it’s that 
time of the year – the guys 
are ready for a break, and 
they need a break. Well, 
the Elmira Sugar Kings 
need a break; we’ve got 
a lot of injuries that time 
will help us with, so it 
comes at a good time for 
us,” said Collins of the 
holidays.

The Kings are scheduled 
to resume play January 2, 
when they welcome the 
Listowel Cyclones to the 
WMC for a 2 p.m. matinee 
game.
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PARADISE & DISTRICT LIONS CLUB 
The Paradise and District Lions Club would like to thank 
the following businesses and individuals listed below who 
generously contributed $50.00 or more to our 14th Annual Tree 
of Light Campaign which was another resounding success!
SPECIAL THANKS also to Bob Kuntz, CIBC Staff (Debi Hartung)(St. Clements Branch), 
Coffee & T,  St. Clements Library (Pauline), Creative Hair Works, Emma Koenig, Eric Traplin, 
Exotic Wings & Pet Things, Father Irenaeus Koziak, inSeason Home + Garden, John 
Hartung, Jordyn Kelly, Kate’s Hair Den, Mark Hergott, Patty White, Rick and Beth Kumpf, 
Santa, Styles By Lori, and Terry Koudys for their continuing support.

DTI Logistics Canada Inc.
Exotic Wings & Pet Things 
(Mark, Lisa and Emma Koenig)  
Mary Haffner
Heidelberg Recreation Association
Herrgott Industries Limited
inSeason Home + Garden (Terry Koudys)
Kumpfort Zone Warehousing Inc.
Linwood Veterinary Services

Bev Lorentz
Lorentz Farms Limited 
(George and Lynda Lorentz)
McArthur Mechanical Ltd.
Murray and Sharon Runstedler
E & R Schwarz Masonry Ltd.
(Richard and Lynda Schwarz)
Dr. Erin Walker, Dentistry

Anonymous  X 2
Darlene and Charles Bechthold
Bender Developments Ltd.
Helen Brick 
Coffee & T  (Tiffany Robb and Jason Walsh)
Gayle Couture
Creative Hair Works  (Janet and Jeff Holland)
Brian and Roza Cunningham
DGP Motors
Dietrich Plumbing & Pump Ltd.
Kailey Esbaugh – K & K Liquidation and Auction
Friday Am At 11 – St. Clements Old – Old Timers Group
Hank’s Auto Wreckers  (Mike and Laurie Nissen)
Keith Hehn
Ted and Diane Hennebry
Fran Hergott 
Arlene Herteis
Jackie Kuhn
Jeffrey Kuhn and John Halpin
Jim Kuhn and Family
Anne/Patty/Janet Lienhardt

George and Lynda Lorentz
Martin & Mousso Renovations Inc.
Stephen Menich and Mary Ellen Cullen
Murray and Marlene Miles
Joe Nowak
Claudia Pfaffinger
John and Janet Pfaffinger
Tom Pfaffinger
Jake Redpath
St. Clements Heart & Home
St. Jacobs Printery
Steed and Evans Limited
MaryAnn Stemmler 
Stemmler Meats and Cheese (Heidelberg) Inc. 
Paul and Brenda Stewart
Paul and Jo-Anne Straus 
John and Denise Sutherland – J & J Craftsmen            
Judith Taziar
Tiger Plumbing Inc.  (Ed Van Dam)
Up & Down Lifting Solutions

Auto Fleet Services Inc.
Mike, Lori, Dustin and Nicole Beam
Diane Bender and Family                                                                          
Louis and Mary Bender
M. Blundell/C. Weidinger/G. Tapper/A. Kuhn
Linda Bugarsky and Family
CMT Engineering Inc.
C.T. Tooling Inc.              
Curry/Linseman/MacDermott Families
Tom Dietrich
Beth and Ross Drayton
Empire Facility Management Inc.
Margaret A. Forwell
Wayne and Rose Forwell
Paul and Linda Frey
Deb and Don Harte
Heidelberg Metal Inc.
The Olde Heidelberg Restaurant & Tavern
Tina, Mike, Eddie, Cora and Ruby Henhoeffer
Don Hergott
Marie Hergott and Family
Mark S. Hergott
Donna Herrgott and Kathy Goetz
IDA St. Clements Pharmacy   
Jones Feed Mills Ltd.
Murray and Denise Jordan and 
Derek, Nora and Henry Jordan

Josslin Insurance (New Hamburg)
Rick and Beth Kumpf
Joe and Renate Lehmann
Stephen McGuinness
Jim and Ken Meyer
New Orleans Pizza (St. Clements)
Niagara Faucets
Richmond Heating & Air
Pamela Ringrose Paediatric Physiotherapy
Deb and Dave Roeder and Denise and Murray Jordan
St. Clements Food Town
Bob and Dianne Saunders
Margaret Schuller
Carolyn Siopiolosz and Family
Carl Smit
Dr. Catherine and Brad Straus
Dolores Straus 
Brian Verspagen and Family
Cindy Voisin
Butch and Lori Voisin
Rita Voll
Doug and Barb Wagner
The Wagner Family  (Jim and Lynn Wagner)
Connie Walser and Family
Mike and Marie Weiss
Wayne and Joanne Whitney

MAJOR BENEFACTORS 

TREE TOP STAR – OVER $50

$50 STRANDS 

A Big �artfe� �ank You
TO THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTORS FOR MAKING THE 2021

ST. CLEMENTS CHRISTMAS PARADE SUCH A SUCCESS:

we would also like to
thank all the volunteers

AND FLOAT DONATORS!

Sincerely,
St. Clements Parade
Committee

AUTO FLEET SERVICES
BEAM ENTERPRISES LTD                     

BGL CONTRACTORS               
CMT INC.                                                               

CIBC
COUNTRYSIDE FINE DETAILING 

DIETRICH PLUMBING
DFS PROJECTS 

(TRUCK & TRAILER FOR SANTA’S FLOAT)

FACH EXCAVATING
FCF CARPENTRY

FREY BROTHERS LTD

H&E HEAVY TRUCK LTD                                            
HANK’S AUTO WRECKERS                                

HEART & HOME
HERRGOTT INDUSTRIES                            

HB HC HOCKEY CLUB                                          
HEIDELBERG RESTAURANT & TAVERN          

JOHN’S NURSERY
JT CUSTOM CONTRACTING
KIESWETTERS EXCAVATING

KNIPEL WATER SUPPLY
M & G ENTERPRISES

ONTARIO CUSTOM CRUSHING

PARADISE & DISTRICT LIONS CLUB
PAUL’S SALES & SERVICE

PROGRAMMED INSURANCE BROKERS INC
RICHMOND HEATING

RICK ESBAUGH (RESOURCE 124 LTD)
RIEPERT SALT & SUPPLIES

SUN CONSTRUCTION
ST CLEMENTS SNOWMOBILE CLUB

SNOW TECH 
VERNLA TRANSPORT

VOISIN CHRYSLER                                                                                  
WELLESLEY TOWNSHIP

I ♥ my local
newspaper.

DECEMBER 15

8:49 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police Service 
received a report of a 
break and enter in the 
area of William Street and 
Maple Street in Elmira. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.  

DECEMBER 16

4:19 PM | A break-in 
occurred in the area of 
Northfield Drive East 
and Jigs Hollow Road in 
Woolwich Township. As 
a result of the investiga-
tion, a 30-year-old Kitch-
ener man was arrested 
and charged with ‘break 
and enter,’ ‘possession 
of stolen property’ and 
‘possession of a controlled 
substance.’ Members 
of the community are 
reminded that they can 
report suspicious activ-
ity anonymously by call-
ing Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 or online 
at www.waterloocrimes-
toppers.com. 

DECEMBER 18

2:35 AM | Two unknown 

A scary situation ended 
safely for one North Perth 
resident after someone 
tried to steal their car ... 
with them inside.

The Perth County 
OPP received a call on 
December 14 at approx-
imately 8 a.m. after an 
unknown male suspect 
tried to steal a car that 
was running while it was 
warming up on Monument 
Road in Atwood.

The suspect entered 
the driver’s door, and 
put the car in reverse. 
That’s when he noticed an 
occupant in the back seat 
of the car. The suspect 
then fled the scene, 
returning to the vehicle 
that had dropped him off. 
The suspect vehicle was 

Suspect tries to steal car with passenger inside
 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

last seen driving south 
towards Monkton.

There was no violence 
in this incident, and the 
adult occupant of the 
vehicle was not injured.

The suspect is 
described as: a Cauca-
sian male, thin, with a 
scruffy face (“5 o’clock 
shadow,” blond coloured), 
and wearing a black 
toque, grey sweater with 
no hood, black track 
pants, and red gloves 
with black spots.

The suspect vehicle is 
similar to a silver Nissan 
Altima or VW Jetta.

While it is uncommon 
for a person to be inside of 
a vehicle when someone 
attempts to steal it, stolen 
vehicle occurrences are 

occurring frequently, 
and even multiple times 
a week in Perth County, 
police said in a release. 
With the arrival of cold 
weather, police remind 
drivers to never leave a 
vehicle unlocked while 
warming it up.

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding this or any 
incident is asked to call 
the OPP at 1-888-310-
1122 or online at www.
opp.ca/reporting. Should 
you wish to remain 
anonymous you can call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477 (TIPS) or leave 
an anonymous online 
message at www.P3tips.
com where you may be 
eligible to receive a cash 
reward of up to $2,000.

suspects gained entry 
into a storage container 
at a business located on 
Sawmill Road in Wool-
wich Township. The first 
suspect was described 
as a white male, mid-40s, 
5’10”, with an average 
build and thinning brown 
hair with a long pony tail. 
The male was wearing a 
black jacket, black hoodie, 
grey pants, and brown 
and black hiking boots. 
The second suspect was 
described as a white male, 
late-30s, 6-feet tall with a 
thin build and wearing a 
black hoodie, black and 
yellow work pants, and tan 
boots. Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to contact 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. Members of 
the community are also 
encouraged to report any 
suspicious activity by 
contacting police or Crime 
Stoppers.

7:22 AM | Police received 
a report of a deer being 
struck by a vehicle trav-
elling in the area of Notre 
Dame Drive and Carmel 
Koch Road in Wilmot 
Township.

8:00 AM | Sometime 
between Dec. 17 at 

approximately 5:30 p.m. 
and the time of the report, 
unknown suspect(s) 
gained entry into a busi-
ness on Northside Drive 
in St. Jacobs. Once inside, 
the suspect(s) stole keys 
for multiple vehicles and 
stole three vehicles from 
the business. Anyone with 
information is asked to 
contact police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers 
at  1-800-222-8477. 
Members of the commu-
nity are also encouraged 
to report any suspicious 
activity by contacting 
police or Crime Stoppers.

2:24 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a single-vehicle collision 
in Wellesley Township. The 
driver was travelling east 
on Deborah Glaister Line 
near Manser Road when 
he lost control, left the 
roadway and collided with 
a tree. A 31-year-old Perth 
County man was trans-
ported to a local hospital 
with non-life-threaten-
ing injuries. The investi-
gation remains ongoing, 
and charges are pending. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

As the end of the month 
comes near, little snow has 
hit the ground, hinting at 
what Phillips thinks will 
be a short winter. He noted 
that heavier snow typically 
falls in the early months of 
the new year.

“I think we cheated 
winter already. Those 
people that like winter, 
well it’s too early to ski or 
ice fish now; your time will 
come when it turns colder 
in the long days of January 

beginning of January well 
have a clear understand-
ing of how the cold part, 
the January and February 
part of winter, will play 
out.”

It may be a white 
Christmas as some snow 
comes in Thursday and 
Friday, but it is unlikely 
many residents in the area 
will have to dig their cars 
out during the holiday 
rush this weekend, as the 
chances of a large dump of 
snow are low.

and February.”
Phillips mentioned it 

was too early to predict 
what the weather will be 
like in 2022, as models 
have changed within the 
last month. 

“I think this winter 
might be something for 
everybody. Generally in 
Ontario it seems to be 
between that warmth of 
the south and the east and 
into the coldness of the 
North. That’s changed in 
the last month, so by the 

WINTER: Season likely to be short, but we can’t avoid cold
→ FROM 1
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get  
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

Opinion “From announcement to implementation, 
this ban will take three years to come 
into force. With every day the govern-
ment stalls, we are missing an oppor-
tunity to halt tonnes of plastic pollution 
from being dumped in the environment.” 
Gretchen Fitzgerald, national programs director with the 
Sierra Club Canada Foundation, reacts to Ottawa’s ban on 
single-use plastics.

A new report reveals that Amazon gener-
ated an estimated 271 million kilograms of 
plastic packaging waste last year, a 29% 
increase over Oceana’s 2019 estimates, 
with much of this plastic waste stemming 
from the billions of packages Amazon 
delivered during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Oceana

Verbatim The Monitor

I t’s the season of giving. That does not extend to the 
coronavirus, however. In this case, sharing is not 
caring. 

Actually, the opposite is true: not sharing is caring. 
It’s for that reason that health officials are again calling 
on Ontarians to mark the holidays safely and responsibly. 
Celebrating at a distance is the best way to support health-
care professionals, and it is a small price to pay compared 
to the grief of those who could face far greater losses if we 
fail to do our part, they argue.

With the number of COVID-19 cases surging again due to 
the Omicron variant, groups representing Ontario’s hospi-
tals, nurses and physicians have issued an urgent plea for 
immediate action to curb the spread of the virus. While the 
provincial government leads the way, it’s up to each of us to 
take responsibility to follow the rules, they argue.

Hospitalization rates have increased markedly, as have 
the number of people in intensive care units at Ontario 
hospitals – 412 in hospital at midweek, 165 in the ICU and 
105 on ventilators – and the situation is likely to get worse 
if people act as if this were a regular holiday season. Hospi-
talizations lag infections, and infections lag gatherings that 
give the virus a chance to spread. Taking away that oppor-
tunity is the best way to get a handle on the situation.

To that end, it would be best if we all scaled back typical 
holiday plans, along with following the other established 
protocols such as mask-wearing and hand-washing. Beyond 
reducing the number of new infections and coronavirus-re-
lated hospitalizations, extra precautions could prevent a 
ripple effect through the health-care system.

If hospitals, emergency departments and ICUs are full, 
it means that surgeries, procedures, diagnostic tests and 
routine care will have to be delayed, adding to a substantial 
backlog throughout Ontario. This risk affects all patients, 
not only those with COVID-19 – the postponement of 
cardiac or cancer surgeries, for example, puts thousands 
more in harm’s way, say health officials, who were starting 
to chip away at backlogs when the latest wave struck.

The Region of Waterloo is not exempt from the increases. 
The number of new cases has been moving upward over the 
last few weeks, but we’re now seeing spikes comparable to 
the highest points a year ago.

The situation isn’t going to improve all by itself. While 
there’s a push to get booster shots into as many people as 
possible – and to get the unvaccinated to realize the seri-
ousness of the situation – it’s preventative measures that 
will have to do this close to the holidays.

Christmas is typically the most social time of the year, 
from office parties to family gatherings. Where such activi-
ties were off the table last year, we can expect more of them 
this time around. The lure to get together with family and 
friends, coupled with the inevitable coronavirus fatigue 
is a recipe for more pain down the road, but we’re perhaps 
making the shift to seeing the virus as endemic, with much 
less patience for restrictions. Politicians are walking on 
eggshells at this point, their moves more unpopular as they 
appear ineffective.

Those calling for vigilance know that it can be particu-
larly painful to cancel traditional family gatherings, but 
that sacrifice pales in comparison to the pain of losing a 
loved one or watching them suffer. While seniors and other 
vulnerable populations are at greatest risk from COVID-
19, there have also been serious health consequences and 
deaths among younger people, a group that needs particu-
lar attention in calling for all of us to do the right thing, if 
not for the wider community then for those around us.

Throughout this protracted pandemic, there have been 
numerous admonitions to follow the guidelines. It’s good 
advice, even if some of us have become immune to the 
message.

Pandemic puts a damper 
on another holiday season

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

The geopolitical question 
of the moment is: how 

important is it to humour 
Russian leader Vladimir Putin? 
The answer is: not very. Throw 
him a fish or two, because he’s 
running a bluff and you don’t 
want to humiliate him, but 
there’s no need to placate him 
with major concessions.

This question has become 
urgent because President Putin 
is demanding guarantees that 
Ukraine will never join NATO. 
He also wants the alliance to 
withdraw all the non-local 
troops and weapons it has 
deployed in countries that 
were not in NATO  before 1997. 
And he is hinting that he might 
invade Ukraine if NATO does 
not comply.

‘Areas that were not in NATO 
before 1997’ is a lot of territory. 
It includes Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, 
Romania, Bulgaria, Lithuania, 
Latvia and Estonia, all under 
Soviet rule before 1989, plus five 
other countries in the Balkans 
that were Communist-ruled 
but not under Soviet control: 
Slovenia, Croatia, Montenegro, 
Albania and North Macedonia.

That’s more than one 
hundred million people, 
most of whom have unhappy 
memories of Russian rule and 

Humouring Putin is the  
best strategy just now

ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

a lingering fear of Russian 
domination. That’s why they all 
joined NATO (and most of them 
joined the European Union 
too).

They will never let the 
Russians make them vulner-
able again, and there is no 
reason for NATO to give in to 
Putin’s demands. The notion 
that Russia might actually 
invade Ukraine is frankly 
ridiculous.

Ukraine is a country the 
size of France with 43 million 
people. Its armed forces are less 
well equipped than Russia’s, 
but they have become consid-
erably more professional 
during seven years of low-level 
fighting against Russian-
backed separatists in the two 
south-eastern provinces of 
Donetsk and Luhansk.

Russia has slightly more 
than three times Ukraine’s 
population, much bigger armed 
forces and a lot more money 
(thanks to abundant oil and 
gas), but invading Ukraine 
would not be a stroll in the 
park. The Russians could 
certainly take the east, and 

maybe Kyiv, but conquering the 
west would be doubtful. And 
afterwards, Russian occupation 
troops would face a huge and 
long-lasting guerrilla resis-
tance.

Besides, the immediate 
consequence of an overt 
Russian invasion would be a 
trade embargo by all the NATO 
countries that would quickly 
bring the Russian economy 
to its knees. Moreover, the 
Russian people are definitely 
not up for that kind of adven-
ture: Putin’s entire regime 
would be at risk of collapse.

This is not like the old Cold 
War, when the Soviet Union and 
its satellites were only outnum-
bered two-to-one by NATO. 
Now it’s just a much dimin-
ished Russia against a greatly 
expanded NATO: three-to-one 
in regular military forces, 
seven-to-one in population, 
25-to-one in GDP.

Russia has lots of nuclear 
weapons, so nobody is going 
to attack it, but in any other 
kind of war it is hopelessly 
overmatched. Putin’s demands 
don’t really make sense in 
terms of Russian security.

Putin inherited the reality 
of an enlarged NATO when he 
took power at the end of 1999, 

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

Secular shifts makes Christmas a little something for everybody

Canadians (53 per cent) it 
is an interval of non-de-
nominational festivities 
with friends and family. 
Fewer – just 10 per cent – 
say they consider this to 
be primarily a religious 
celebration, while one-in-
three say that it is both, 
equally.

In that light, the taking-
the-Christ-out-of-Christ-
mas arguments are both 
stale and irrelevant. Yes, 
we’re suffering from 
way too much political 
correctness, but likewise 
it doesn’t really matter if 
there’s a Christ in Christ-
mas.

It’s become a secular 
holiday, while remaining a 
holy day for others.

Let’s be clear: this is 
no mere greeting card 
holiday. Of all the holidays 
on the calendar, none 

compares to Christmas. It 
comes with its own magic. 
Rather than fretting 
about what it’s become 
– a subjective take, at 
best – maybe we should 
just enjoy the season, 
observing it as we see fit 
and holding on to our own 
traditions.

The very things that 
make Christmas special 
– goodwill, time spent 
with family and friends, 
the festive atmosphere – 
have nothing to do with 
religion. Sure, the impetus 
may have come from a 
Christian holy day, but 
many of those trappings 
were co-opted from earlier, 
pagan rituals. 

Nothing we now asso-
ciate with Christ-mass 
comes from the Bible, for 
instance. It wasn’t until 
the 4th century that Chris-
tians started emphasizing 
birth of Christ, rolling the 
narrative into longstand-
ing solstice celebrations. 
Notably, imperial Rome 

marked Sol Invictus 
(invincible sun) with a 
feast on December 25, a 
celebration that included 
lighting candles, giving 
gifts and public festi-
vals – all rolled into the 
Christ-centered narrative 
when Emperor Constan-
tine adopted Christianity. 

The myths and cele-
brations expanded from 
there to embrace more 
cultures as Christianity 
spread across Europe. It’s 
always evolved, just as it’s 
doing now, as witnessed 
by how the trappings of 
Christmas are embraced 
by non-Christians, estab-
lished and newly arrived 
alike.

It is a common lament 
among certain elements – 
much more in the evan-
gelical U.S., for instance 
– that Christmas has lost 
its real meaning. For 
some, this means a loss of 
focus on the birth of Jesus 
Christ, for others, it is the 
increased commercializa-

tion of the season rather 
than family and reflection. 
Among Canadians, the 
sense that Christmas has 
indeed lost some signif-
icance is pervasive, but 
it isn’t new. While seven-
in-ten (69 per cent) say 
this now, nearly the same 
number (65 per cent) held 
that view in a 1953 Gallup 
poll.

Also not surprisingly, 
young people are less 
likely to get caught up 
in the debate, especially 
along religious or political 
lines, meaning the secular 
trend will continue.

That takes nothing away 
from the holiday. In fact, it 
may give a boost to all its 
best qualities by making it 
more inclusive. 

Many of us hold Christ-
mas in our hearts, if only 
because yuletide events 
are among our most 
cherished childhood 
memories, despite the 
impressions those old 
notions of Christmas have 

either come under attack 
or gone by the wayside.

For Christians, there 
is the significance of 
celebrating Christ’s birth 
– and all that it entails – in 
observing the holiday. But 
even among that group, 
Christmas has become 
a more secular event: 
the holiday we celebrate 
today, with its grab-bag of 
“traditions,” is the product 
of many inputs beyond the 
birth of a baby boy some 
2,000 years ago in Bethle-
hem.

Today, we decry some 
of what Christmas has 
become. Of course, it’s 
highly commercialized 
– some of the symbols 
we use today were in fact 
created by marketers – 
almost to the point of over-
kill. But there has always 
been something – a feeling 
in the air perhaps – that 
made the season lift the 
spirits beyond anything 
the so-called greeting-card 
holidays could ever do for 
us. That feeling of warmth 
and goodwill, no matter 
your take on Christmas, 
is tangible; in some ways, 
it appears on the wane 
today as business, stress, 
and political correctness 
intrude on the holiday – 
much as they do on our 
lives as we progress from 
childhood into our adult 
lives.

That is undoubtedly a 
shame. Maintaining our 
childlike enthusiasm 
would make Christmas, 
and many other things, far 
more enjoyable.

The goal, then, is to 
recapture some of that 
zest, that anticipation and 
wonder that came with the 
Christmases of youth. At 
the same time, there is the 
need for an adult appre-
ciation of what a timeout 
from the “real world” can 
mean for the soul.

That would make for 
a very Merry Christmas, 
indeed, no matter what 
our take on the holiday’s 
“real” meaning. "Merry Christmas from your buddies at The Observer."

Merry Christmas.
It’s that time of 

year – the big day is nearly 
upon us, in fact – and 
that’s still the preferred 
greeting even as the holi-
day becomes more secular.

A pre-pandemic poll 
by Abacus Data shows 
Canadians are more likely 
to use Merry Christmas 
to greet one another this 
holiday season, though 
the 62 per cent is down 10 
points from the previous 
such survey in 2012.

In that same vein, an 
Angus Reid survey shows 
82 per cent of Canadians 
say that they prefer to call 
this season “Christmas” 
while one-in-five (18 say) 
say they would rather it be 
referred to as the “holiday 
season.”

The use of “Christmas” 
is decidedly less religious, 
however. 

For example, in 1988, 27 
per cent of Canadians said 
this season was primarily 
a religious celebration. 
Today, just one-in-ten (10 
per cent) say the same. 
And while more Canadi-
ans today say the season 
is centered around fun 
and festivities, rather 
than faith (53 per cent), 
the number who believe 
Christmas is equally about 
secular joy and religious 
observance has grown 
as well (34 per cent from 
28), according to the same 
Angus Reid Institute 
survey.

Of those who report 
celebrating Christmas as 
a secular holiday, 61 per 
cent will most likely greet 
others with “Merry Christ-
mas,” 30 per cent with 
“Happy Holidays.”

While most of us call 
it Christmas, the holiday 
season means differ-
ent things to different 
people, Angus Reid finds. 
For some, it is mostly a 
religious and holy time. 
For others, it is a period of 
celebration and fun during 
the shortest, darkest days 
of the year. For half of 
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

‘Twas the hunt before Christmas

back like a gift that keeps 
giving,

so we shot once again, 
and still all three were 
living.

Old Saint Nick he 
laughed hard, and the 
ducks they kept flying

I cried “I never shot” 
but he knew I was lying.

“Come Dasher! Come 
Donner! Come Blitzen 
and Dancer!”

And he watched once 
again as I missed a 
merganser.

He circled once more-
and before he was gone, 

six geese flew by low 
but our safeties were on.

And he heckled too 
hard like he never had 
missed,

I was thinking of filing a 
cease and desist.

When down by the bay 

there was quite a commo-
tion,

a few hundred bluebills 
were all set in motion.

“I’ll give you this gift,” 
yelled the Red-Coated Elf,

“I cannot miss these,” I 
thought to myself,

But miss them I did, 
though I tried as I might,

I missed on the left and 
I missed on the right.

I missed in the middle, I 
missed on the flanks,

I was starting to think 
that my shells were all 
blanks.

And then from the sky 
fell a lonesome hen scaup,

we were all so amazed 
as we watched the thing 
drop.

It hit with a splash that 
made the dog merry.

“I got that darn bird,” 
said my partner named 
Larry.

“He did get it, Steve,” 
yelled the man in the 
sleigh,

“It looks like you’re 

going home skunked on 
this day.”

And then I looked up as 
a black duck flew near,

this most cautious of 
birds thought there was 
nothing to fear.

So I raised my gun 
quickly and I closed both 
my eyes,

I thought I couldn’t do 
worse than all my past 
tries.

I yanked on the trigger 
and I heard a great splash,

and the retriever with us 
brought it back in a flash.

And there was a black 
duck, a majestic old breed,

And attached to its leg 
was a note that did read,

“To my dear Steve, 
here’s a duck for your 
plate,

your shooting today was 
frankly not great.

So, under your tree is a 
case full of skeet, 

practice on them,
Till the next time we 

meet.”

‘Twas the hunt before 
Christmas 
And all through the 

marsh,
not a mallard was 

flying,
the cold it was harsh.
When up through the 

clouds there appeared 
a great flight.
A sled and some rein-

deer,
we had no tag in sight.
And down from the 

sleigh the old guy did cry,
“There’s three coming 

in from the dark, dreary 
sky.”

So we reached for our 
shotguns and I put down 
my call,

and we tried to aim true 
so at least one duck would 
fall.

Six shots were sent 
forth though each far 
behind.

The mallards flew by,
Santa yelled, “Are you 

blind?”
But the ducks circled 

The 2018 animated version of 
The Grinch is the highest 
grossing Christmas film of 
all-time. It also reported the 
largest opening with almost 
$68 million.

Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas (2000) is the 
third highest grossing 
Christmas films at more than 
$345 million.

Die Hard: Dying For The 
Holidays broke the top 100 list 
in highest grossing Christmas 
films according to Wikipedia. 
Largely panned by critics, the 
film panders to “die-hard” 
fans.

 ↆ LAST WEEK: Another split week with online voters not able to 
detect the lie — it was almost split across the choices. TRUE: Look up 
December holidays in Wikipedia and you'll learn different ways how 
people celebrate in December around the world. TRUE: Saturnalia 
was an ancient Roman festival held on December 17 featuring 
overendulging on food, non-stop partying and sacrifice. LIE: Life Day, 
Festivus and Wintersday are made up holidays based on television 
shows. Festivus was an alternative holiday to Christmas in an episode 
of Seinfeld. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

and raised no objection 
then or for a long time 
afterwards. After all, he 
was very busy with the 
war in Chechnya and 
other post-imperial border 
conflicts for the next 
decade.

He did start obsessing 
over Ukraine after the 
2014 revolution in Kyiv 
overthrew the pro-Rus-
sian president there, but 
he then effectively took 
Ukrainian NATO member-
ship off the board by 
sponsoring a pro-Russian 
armed revolt in Donetsk 
and Luhansk. 

There was never much 
support for Ukrainian 
membership in NATO 
anyway, precisely 
because it might oblige 
the alliance to defend 
Ukraine against Russia. 
By creating a permanent 
military confrontation 
in eastern Ukraine, Putin 
made Ukrainian member-
ship unthinkable. The 
status quo was ugly but 
satisfactory – so why try 
to change it?

One possibility is that 
having Donald Trump 
in his pocket – nobody 
knows why, but he did 
– gave Putin a sense of 

security that has now 
evaporated. Another is 
that he just sees Joe Biden 
as weak, and he is trying 
his luck. But his motive 
doesn’t matter, really, 
because the whole project 
is foredoomed.

NATO doesn’t have to 
do anything except to 
make it clear to Moscow in 
private that any Russian 
aggression against 
Ukraine –not a full-scale 
invasion, which is out of 
the question, but even a 
border incursion some-
where – will be met with a 
full economic blockade of 
Russia.

Don’t say that in public, 
of course. Don’t back 
Putin into a corner, don’t 
make him lose face. Don’t 
create panic in the West-
ern public with exagger-
ated reports of a Russian 
military build-up either 
(as the boys and girls at 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency in Washington 
have been doing simply 
out of habit).

Give Putin no conces-
sions, but show him 
respect. Keep talking to 
him, and eventually he’ll 
come down from the ledge 
he’s gone out on at the 
moment.

At This Time Of Year…
Thoughts turn to loved ones, both past and present,
Of happy childhood memories
Unwrapping toys, helping with the baking and licking the bowl,
Remembering always their kindness and love.
Sweet times gone by
During your time of loss and sorrow, thank you for the
confidence placed in us.

 

 
1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, N0B 2T0 
519-656-2880 
chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

DYER: Play to Putin’s ego, but give him nothing that he’s posturing for
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Served from 
11-2 pm

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

 (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

Open December 24 from 8-2 

Read award-winning local news | www.observerxtra.com

The office will be closed from
Dec 23 at noon and reopen
Monday, January 3, 2022.We are home for the holidays!

We have some new features 
coming to the Observer in 2022!

We look forward to serving the businesses and 
residents in our community in 2022 and beyond!
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Business Ottawa this week announced the employer 
application period for the Canada Summer 
Jobs (CSJ) 2022 program, which looks to 
help youth (15-30 years of age) obtain their 
first summer work experience.  This year, 
CSJ s targeting the creation of up to 100,000 
full-time summer job opportunities for young 
people, a 40% increase from pre-pandemic 
targets. 

Canadian workers are slowly returning to 
pre-pandemic vacation habits, with 27% of 
survey respondents indicating they will be 
using all their allotted vacation time for 2021, 
this marks an increase from 2020, when just 
20% used their vacation days but remains 
well below pre-pandemic levels, according 
to the ADP survey.

An eye on summer jobs Vacay left on the table

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

ARE THE PANDEM-
IC-RELATED CHANGES 
IN the workplace perma-
nent? Will employees 
demand more flexibility? 
Will managers deftly 
handle the new work-
from-home mix? Will the 
changes be for the better? 
Worse?

The truth is we really 
have no idea what the 
workplace will look like 
in the years ahead, says 
one of the authors of a 
new study, Remote, Office 
or Hybrid?: Employee 
Preferences for Post-Pan-
demic Work Arrange-
ments 

“We don’t know. And 
anybody who says they do 
know is lying to you,” said 
Linda Duxbury, chan-
cellor’s professor in the 
Sprott School of Business 
at Carleton University.

The report, released 
last week by the Confer-
ence Board of Canada in 
partnership with Carleton 
University,  makes the 
case that Canadian 

employees want to 
continue doing what they 
did during the pandemic. 
If they spent most of 
their time working 
on-site during 
the pandemic, 
they prefer to 
get back to 
the office 
full-time 
post-pan-
demic. 
Similarly, 
if they 
spent 
most of 
their time 
working 
remotely 
during the 
pandemic, 
then they 
want to 
continue with 
this arrange-
ment, which is 
driving an inevitable 
shift in how work is 
structured in this coun-
try.

Long a topic of discus-
sion, remote work was 
thrust upon us writ large 
more than a year and 
a half ago due to the 

The future of work is unwritten

→ WORK 12

Farmers have a lot 
of credibility with 

the public. And as the 
New Year advances, you 
can expect to see more 
of them in the media, 
communicating with 
consumers about how 
they produce food.

In early December, 
Ottawa announced it was 
launching something it 
calls the AgriCommunica-
tion Initiative.

It will better connect 
Canadians with Canada’s 
farmers and the vital 

role they play in our food 
system, says Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada.

The support equates to 
a little under $2.7 million 
a year, for three years.

Marie-Claude Bibeau, 
the minister in charge, 
says consumers have a 
growing interest in learn-
ing more about where 
homegrown agricultural 
products come from and 
how they’re made. 

“This initiative will 
develop more connections 
between the agriculture 

and agri-food industry 
and Canadians, which 
will increase appreciation 
and pride in our farmers 
and food businesses,” she 
says.

Standing by her side 
virtually for the roll out 
of the announcement 
was New Brunswick dairy 
farmer Jerry Bos, co-chair 
of the Canadian Agricul- → ROBERTS 12

the fight against climate 
change have been top 
of mind for the youth 
council since its incep-
tion,” he said. “We, as 
farmers and members of 
the agri-food sector, need 
to be able to make mean-
ingful connections with 
Canadians; never before 
has the divide between 
society and agriculture 
been so large. Our future, 
and the future of agricul-
ture, depend on a strong 
and vibrant relationship 
between people and their 

New study of the post-pandemic workplace finds plenty of unknowns remain for employers and employees alike

You’ll hear from more young farmers in the New Year
food.”

This is a great move by 
the minister. Highlighting 
youth is absolutely the 
way to go. There can’t be 
enough efforts made, nor 
enough money dedicated, 
to helping young people 
understand agriculture 
prior to becoming young 
consumers. They already 
significantly influence 
buying decisions; helping 
them make well-founded 
choices is key as they 
advance towards running 

tural Youth Council that 
Bibeau put together in the 
summer of 2020.

Bibeau says the initia-
tive was informed by 
engaging with the youth 
council, among others, 
including industry and 
public opinion polls. But 
it’s the youth voice that 
was singled out as part 
of the communications’ 
program’s unveiling. 

Bos explained it this 
way.

“Agricultural aware-
ness, sustainability, and 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

pandemic. 
While that’s show 
that working from home 
can work, it’s also shown 

a number 
of downsides 

– it’s not at all clear what 
that means for the future 
of work, says Duxbury.

“So 
many busi-

nesses, and so many 
employees say, ‘well, 
we’ve got proof of concept 
– we’ve just worked from 
home over two years, 
everything was tickety 
boo.’ Well, it wasn’t tick-
ety boo. The data on the 

mental wellbeing of work-
ers is atrocious. Produc-

tivity was mostly 
maintained, OK, 

but our data 
says, and 

everybody 
else’s data 
says, that 
produc-
tivity was 
main-
tained 
because 
people got 
up earlier, 

they 
worked 

later, they 
worked week-

ends, evenings. 
So it’s not produc-

tivity, it’s just 
production, it’s more 

hours,” she explained.
The implications for 

employers and employ-
ees alike were part of the 
study.

“The pandemic-driven 
forced experiment of 
global remote work 
will have society-wide 
impacts and has provided 

PUT YOUR MONEY 
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS  
Support the local businesses that keep your community  
and its newspapers thriving.
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Elmira Medical Centre
2 Park Ave. W., Elmira

BEGINNING JANUARY 2022
ELMIRA MEDICAL PATIENTS 25 

YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER…
We are currently able to provide 

vaccinations at a limited capacity.

YOUR OPTIONS…..
1. If you wish to receive your covid-19 vaccination 

here, please call our office ONLY at 519-897-8223 
and leave a message. Our nurse will call you back 
to schedule a time. 

Please only call once. We are giving 
the Moderna/Spikevax vaccine.

2. OR PLEASE REGISTER WITH A PHARMACY 
OR THE REGION OF WATERLOO.

ATTENTION PATIENTS OF 
ELMIRA MEDICAL

VACCINE    CLINICS

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

NOTICE TO THE RESIDENTS OF  
THE TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY

Intention to Adopt a Budget

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of 
Wellesley, after having reviewed the draft municipal 
budget for the year 2022, intends to pass a By-
law with the intent to adopt a budget pursuant to 
Section 290 of the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended. 
The passage of the By-law to implement the 
adoption of the budget will be given consideration 
at the regularly scheduled meeting on January 
4, 2022, commencing at 6:45pm via Zoom and 
YouTube. Should you wish to address Council or if 
you require further details or information, please 
contact Grace Kosch, Clerk, Township of Wellesley at  
(519) 699-3946 or email: gkosch@wellesley.ca

their own households. 
Hopefully the focus 

doesn’t get watered down 
or consumed by existing 
initiatives. People chip 
away at Ottawa all the 
time for support, and for 
years there’s been calls for 
national communications 
support programs. That 
broad appeal is reflected 
in the parameters of 
the new communica-
tions initiative, which 
Bibeau says will also help 
enhance Canadians’ trust 
in sustainability, animal 

care and efforts to reduce 
food waste, and support 
agricultural fairs and 
exhibitions which have 
broad agriculture aware-
ness mandates.

That’s a lot of ground 
to cover for less than $3 
million a year, partic-
ularly considering 
there’s a second stream 
coming on later that will 
focus on what Bibeau 
says is increasing the 
sector’s understanding 
of consumer preferences 
and expectations. 

That sounds like 

research and polling. And 
that can legitimately eat 
up funding quickly.

But at least Ottawa is 
trying. In putting commu-
nications funding into 
the hands of those with 
the most credibility, it’s 
giving consumers the best 
chance yet to understand 
more about agriculture. 

Hopefully it sees 
enough activity and 
success stories to 
continue additional 
phases, because commu-
nications is never 
finished.

ROBERTS: New communications initiative has a long list 
of goals as Ottawa puts task, funds in credible hands

→ FROM 11

us with a rare real-time 
opportunity to observe 
the challenges and 
upsides of the wide-
spread adoption of 
remote work arrange-
ments,” said study co-au-
thor Michael Halinski, 
assistant professor in 
the Ted Rogers School of 
Management at Ryerson 
University.

While there seems to 
be a consensus among 
key decision-makers that 
post-pandemic many 
employees want to work 
from home – at least some 
of the 
time – 
there 
is 
little 
agree-
ment 
with 
respect 
to how work 
should be structured. 
Duxbury notes things 
may not shake out the 
way company executives 
expect.

“There’s no play-
book and no rules for 
what’s happening,” said 
Duxbury. “Managers are 
going to have to have 
some honest discussions 
with employees, who 
have developed a new 
set of working habits 
over the past two 
years. We need to 
move forward, 
and we need both 
organizations 
and employees 
to be willing to 
compromise on 
how work will be 
structured post-pan-
demic.”

Knowledge workers and 
others in high-demand 
jobs will more often be in 
the driver’s seat – if the 
working conditions they 
want aren’t met, they’ll go 
work somewhere else.

That’s a trend that was 
already in place before 
the pandemic accelerated 
changes in the workplace, 

WORK: Employers likely to use a trial-and-error system 
in determing what a hybrid workplace will look like

says Duxbury.
“We’ve already got that 

problem, then we’ve 
had this pandemic, 
and people were just 
like, ‘you know, I’m 
not going to give my 

heart and 
soul and my 
life to my 
employer 
anymore 
if 
they’re 
not 
going to 
give me 
what I 
want – I 
don’t need 
this.’ The atti-
tude’s called YOLO 
– you only live once,” 
she explained. “So, espe-
cially the kind of people 
who live in the region 
where you are –  knowl-

edge workers, people who 
are good at technology, 
engineers, etc. – they’re 
going to be able 
to call the shots, 
and what their 
shots are is 
we want to 
continue to be 
able to work 
from home.

“The detail in 
the report clearly says 
the more you work 
from home during the 

pandemic, the 
more 
you’ve 
got it as 

a habit 
now.”

Into 
that 
environ-
ment, 

managers 
looking 

to change the new 
status quo will likely meet 
resistance as people have 
adjusted to working from 
home.

That said, there are 
issues at play for employ-
ees, as well, given that 
the likes of advancement 
opportunities are likely 
to favour those working 

in the office rather than 
remotely. Managers will 
also have their hands full 
attempting to make sure 
work is shared equitably.

“There are conse-
quences. We’re 

going to for sure 
have 
some 
kind of 

hybrid 
work, but 

the devil 
is in the 

details,” 
she 
said. 
They 

say, 
‘well, hybrid 
is some days 

at work, some days at 
home.’ What does that 
mean? So what is it, 
one or two days? The 
same number of days 
each week? Who gets to 
decide? And if it’s some 
days at home and some 
days in the office, who 

decides? Is there 
a whole team that 
goes into the office 
at the same time? 
Is it the same days, 
week after week?  

We don’t know. And 
how about flexibility? 

So you’re working from 
home, when is it accept-
able for your colleagues 
to contact you? Are you 
supposed to be at your 
desk and available?”

Given that there are 
far more questions than 
answers, the post-pan-
demic workplace will 
likely develop by trial and 
error, with employers and 
employees maintaining 
what works.

“If they haven’t 
discussed these things, 
they’ve got to start actu-
ally having some conver-
sations, going beyond 
generalities into specif-
ics, and realizing there’s 
no one-and-done here. 
You’re going to have to try 
stuff, a lot of pilots. You’re 
going to fail at things and 
you’ve got to try again.”

→ FROM 11
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Luxury Vinyl 
Plank Feature

$3.79 / sq. ft.

1⁄2 PRICE

PRE-INVENTORY

SPECIALS

Tel: 519-699-5411    www.LetUsFloorYou.ca    1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements, ON

Merry Christmas! Wishing You & Your Family 
a Blessed Holiday Season.

Numerous single room lots at

We will be open until noon on Fri, Dec 24th
CLOSED DEC 25TH- 28TH • Open until noon Dec 31st.

Carpet pad
OR area rug binding with all 
Carpet remnant Purchases

All in Stock Area Rugs

Save 30%
FREE

60 plus rugs to choose from60 plus rugs to choose from

30 Year Residential Warranty - Excellent Value
Three Colours in stock

7”x 72” with Pad Attached  Hardwoods, Laminates 
and Luxury Vinyl Plank

SPECIAL BUY
Vinyl Plank from Congoleum

6”x 36” Peel and Stick,
2000 sq ft available 99¢ / sq. ft.

Miscellaneous

Priced to sell

Cabinets 
and Vanities

SALE Features 
until January 15, 2022 

Happy 
Holidays 

From Downtown Elmira BIA 

Thank you for continuing to 
support our local businesses! 

We are so grateful for 
this community. 
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A harvest of local 
farming innovation.
Connect to the land.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

Rural 
Connections

The Canadian Agricultural Safety Associa-
tion (CASA) announced last week that some 
450 firefighters taking part in 19 sessions 
were trained how to respond to grain 
entrapment incidents through BeGrainSafe, 
CASA’s grain safety program, in 2021. That’s 
the largest number in one year since the 
program’s inception.

The federal government this week 
announced the third payment under 
the Dairy Direct Payment Program. The 
owner of a farm with 80 dairy cows will be 
awarded compensation in the form of a 
direct payment of approximately $38,000 
each year. Based on their milk quota, dairy 
farmers will receive compensation payments 
totaling up to $469 million for this fiscal year.

BeGrainSafe training Dairy producer payouts

It’s been another chal-
lenging year as we 

continued to navigate the 
pandemic while simulta-
neously juggling our daily 
roles of entrepreneur, 
farmer, partner, parent, 
sibling and friend. In 
true farmer fashion, our 
agricultural community 
has continued to show-
case kindness, generos-
ity and empathy as our 
industry battled extreme 
weather, disrupted reve-
nue streams and volatile 
markets. Yet, we’ve perse-
vered and we’re now ready 
to turn the page for a fresh 
new start in 2022.

The festive holiday 
season is the opportune 
time to reflect on our 
individual contributions 
as farmers, the values 
we share together as an 
industry and with our 
consumers, and the 
collective accomplish-
ments of our sector. 
Ontario’s agri-food sector 
has a lot to be proud of. 
The food value chain has 
remained strong and reli-
able as producers, proces-

sors and distributors have 
remained committed to 
serving Ontarians the 
highest quality of food, 
fibre and fuel products for 
the province.

Throughout the 
pandemic, you have all 
embodied what it means 
to be a good neighbour as 
you continued to show up 
for loved ones, co-workers 
and peers in need. Your 
work ethic and kindness 
was one of only a few 
guarantees in uncertain 
times. 

The Ontario Federa-
tion of Agriculture (OFA) 
encourages all Ontarians 
to continue supporting 
local farming and food 
communities by sourcing 
local products throughout 
the holidays. Supporting 
local can make a world 
of a difference to your 
neighbour’s small busi-
ness and goes full circle 
by keeping the money 
in your community. 
Sourcing local from small 
businesses gives them 
the gift of extra support 
to purchase gifts for their 

Local is the best way to deck the halls

→ OFA 15

The Ontario Federation of Agriculture notes local producers can fill the Christmas dinner table.

Health Canada is 
reportedly likely to 

treat gene-edited crops 
differently than geneti-
cally-modified crops, or 
GMOs. That would be the 
right move.

That means the over-
sight provided by the 
Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency would look very 
much like what we see 

for conventionally-bred 
crops.

This issue is obvi-
ously far removed from 
consumers, but it will 
certainly affect them.

Genetic modification 
is different from gene 
editing. Genetic modifi-
cation typically involves 
artificially inserting genes 
into the genome of a plant 

or animal. Gene editing 
can instantly, in a very 
targeted way, edit parts 
of a genome by eliminat-
ing, correcting or adding 
sections to a plant’s DNA.

Gene editing typi-
cally doesn’t involve 
introducing genes from 
other species, but these 
techniques allow quite 
complex control of an → CHARLEBOIS 15

rewriting regulations 
for genetically-modified 
seeds to reflect what 
gene editing can do. This 
biological compromise 
is different from unnat-
urally crossing breeds to 
create a new plant.

This is welcome news 
for everyone, including 
consumers who barely 
understand the ramifica-

With gene editing on the verge of being accepted in Canada, the way we communicate risks through food labelling needs to change

loved ones and have a 
memorable holiday gath-
ering.

Celebrate the achieve-

How gene editing helps farmers and consumers
tions of such a decision.

Gene editing will 
impact agriculture and 
make our farms more 
efficient.

Consumers will bene-
fit from gene editing 
without realizing it. By 
making crop production 
more efficient, yields can 
increase while using less 

ments of Ontario’s agri-
food sector by filling your 
holiday plates with fresh, 
local, affordable produce 

and meats. If possible, 
purchase directly from 
your local grower and 
producer or look for the 

Foodland Ontario logo 
when shopping at the 
grocery store. Source 
baked goods from the 
local bakery, spirits or 
beverages from distillers, 
breweries and wineries, 
and fresh tasting meats 
from the local butcher. 
All of these contributors 
to the food supply chain 
will be grateful for the 
community support.

If decorating for the 
holidays, make the 
conscious decision to 
purchase your evergreen 
arrangements, poinsettias 
and flowers from a local 
greenhouse or florist. 
Source your hostess gifts 
from local businesses 
such as the town cheese, 
honey or preserve shop. 
Visit your local tree 
farmer when looking for 
a live Christmas tree to 
decorate in ornaments 
and lights. 

When checking items 
off your Christmas gift 
list, look to locally-owned 
stores for unique and 
personal gifts for your 

organism’s genome. With 
gene editing, many years 
of research can be saved 
by doing similar adjust-
ments through conven-
tional breeding.

Biological and anti-
GMO enthusiasts will 
claim both are the same. 
They simply aren’t.

Many countries, includ-
ing some in Europe, are 

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-3232371 Arthur St. S. Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale
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loved ones. Local wood-
workers and artisans are 
eager to make custom 
handmade pieces. Or give 
the gift of local food with 
a gift certificate to your 
favourite restaurant or 
farm gate store.

The Ontario Made 
website (www.suppor-
tontariomade.ca) can 
be a great resource for 
gift giving as well and 
allows you to browse over 
750,000 products proudly 
made in our province. 
The diverse list of items 
include clothing, food, 
beverage, home, garden, 
technology and more.

I believe in supporting 
local all the time. Support-
ing local throughout the 
holidays and beyond 
raises the profile of local 
food, keeps money in 
the local economy and 
garners support for every 
link of Ontario’s agri-food 

challenge everyone read-
ing this to make sourcing 
local a part of their New 
Year’s resolution. 

And while you’re 
enjoying all the great 
products local has to offer, 
we encourage you to post 
a message or video on 
social media telling us 
why and how you source 
local for a chance to win 
one of four Ontario local 
food prize packs. Use the 
hashtag #SourceLocal 
and #MyReason and tag 
@FarmFoodCareON and 
@OntarioFarms in your 
post. 

On behalf of OFA, we 
would like to wish every-
one a safe and happy holi-
day season full of quality 
time with loved ones, and 
life-long memories over a 
shared all-Ontario holiday 
feast.

 ↆ Tracey Arts is a director 
of the Ontario Federation of 
Agriculture.

land, less water and fewer 
natural resources. Gene 
editing can make agricul-
ture even more sustain-
able.

By tweaking the DNA 
of plants, crops can adapt 
faster to climate change, 
a huge boost for a sector 
highly vulnerable to 
Mother Nature’s wrath. 
Plants can be designed to 
resist drought, diseases 
and pathogens, helping 
farmers in Canada and 
other parts of the world 
where farmers are often 
impoverished by climate 
change. Banana produc-
tion is a good example.

In addition, gene edit-
ing can change the nutri-
tional composition of a 
plant for the better. For 
plant-based aficionados, 
protein content in crops 
can be increased to make 
processing products more 
efficient and cheaper. Fat 
content in crops can also 
be lowered, which would 
mean less processing for 
the food we buy.

The food we waste is the 
one bill we never get but 
always pay as consumers, 
and gene editing can help 
on that front, too. Lettuce, 
mushrooms and tomatoes 
would have a longer shelf-
life as they could ripen 
later. Supply-chain woes 
are shortening the shelf-
life of many foods we buy 
at retail. Gene editing can 
help.

If you have allergies or 
intolerances, gene editing 
can also play a role. For 
example, non-gluten 
wheat can make bread 
and pasta edible for those 
who suffer from celiac 
disease. More than three 
million Canadians say 
they have at least one 
food allergy and a million 
others have food intoler-
ances. Science can make 
some food less frighten-
ing for millions of Canadi-
ans. The possibilities are 
endless.

But gene editing is 
no panacea for all our 
ills in food. Fear-mon-
gering groups have 
already started to express 
concerns about gene 
editing. And to a certain 
extent, these groups are 
right that more research 
is needed and that we 
should move forward 
with extreme caution. 
Nothing is absolute or 
perfect in science, and 
we need to appreciate the 
risks involved with gene 
editing over time.

The other challenge is 
transparency. Every day, 
we’re exposed to food 
products that include 
genetically modified 
ingredients without 
knowing where they are.

Over 75 per cent of 
food products sold in 
Canadian grocery stores 
can contain some genet-
ically-modified ingredi-
ents but labels make no 

mention of it. There’s a 
good chance, for example, 
that you’ve eaten genet-
ically-modified salmon 
without knowing it. That’s 
perfectly legal.

To get consumers to 
befriend technologies 
that make agriculture 
more efficient and more 
beneficial for us all, the 
least we can do is let 
consumers appreciate 
how farmgate practices 
upstream benefit them.

It’s a concern that the 
majority of consumers 
don’t care about or they 
don’t understand these 
technologies. For more 
awareness, identifying 
genetically-engineered 
or edited ingredients at 
retail is the least we can 
do.

 ↆ Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is 
senior director of the agri-food 
analytics lab and a professor in 
food distribution and policy at 
Dalhousie University.

For more informa�on visit: h�ps://www.cribit.com/grain-contracts

Let’s talk -   

 Top yielding
 Excellent standability
Great disease package
 Excellent crown rust tolerance
 Good straw yield

Contact us Today  julia@cribit.com | craig@cribit.com | 519-664-3701

NEW for 2022!
AAC Reid OatsOats Opportuni�es

for genes that fit your farm® 

Genes that fit your farm® is a  registered  trademark  of SeCan.

(Exclusive Release) 

Including a cereal in your rotation is important.

Consider a food grade oat or barley contract for 
your 2022 crop year.

VUA= Variety Use Agreement.

SPECIALIZING IN:
• FERTILIZER (Agricultural & Commercial)
• SEED GRAINS & GRASS SEED
• SOYBEANS
• BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS
• SOIL TESTING
• LOCAL FREIGHT

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

126 Bonnie Crs., Elmira 
www.rytechmachine.caArthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440

www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

supply chain. 
Oftentimes, it’s easy 

to forget the connection 
between the food on the 
table and the many hands 
that worked to raise, 
tend and harvest it. OFA 
is committed to further 
fostering the support 
local movement through 
two consumer outreach 
initiatives –  Home Grown 
and Source Local. Both 
initiatives highlight the 
fact that agriculture is 
prevalent in everyone’s 
life, whether you reside 
in an urban area or rural 
community. The key 
message being that we 
need to protect our natu-
ral resources to ensure 
we can produce food for 
future generations and 
that we want to better 
connect with Ontarians 
over shared values related 
to local food.

As we approach the start 
of a new calendar year, I 

CHARLEBOIS: More information will help consumers 
make choices, appreciate the benefits of new practices

OFA: Organization has two consumer outreach programs 
that help connect people with agricultural producers

→ FROM 14 → FROM 14

1.800.556.9452        amiattachments.com

NOW
HIRING
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Please continue to
follow local public
health guidelines

Sh  p Local
WOOLWICH

Be kind, show your appreciation & tip generously

Shop Local   .   Eat Local   .   Spend Local   .   Love Local

downtownelmira.ca/holidays-
in-elmira/

Shop local online or in-store & purchase gift cards directly
from local businesses or visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca

Steps to Support Local

Dine-in or order take out from local restaurants

Leave positive reviews! Post photos & tag businesses! 

1

2

3

4
Follow all

@WoolwichTownship
social media accounts
to see what our local
businesses have to
offer this season!

Visit our quaint downtowns!

Downtown Elmira 

St. Jacobs Village
stjacobsvillage.com

Happy Holidays!

View our holiday
gift guide!

TIM LOUIS 
Member of Parliament,
Kitchener-Conestoga

TimLouisKitCon

From my family to yours,

Wishing you 
Peace & Joy this 
Holiday Season

TimLouisMP.ca        Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca        519-578-3777

St. Jacobs Village Business Improvement Area

Date: Thursday January 20th, 6:00pm

Online via Google Meet.
Register ahead at:

Agenda:
Welcome & Call to Order 
Introduction of the Board   
Highlights from 2021 and Budget Summary
Plans for 2022 
Budget Proposal for 2022
Q & A Session

annual meeting
general membership

of the

www.stjacobsvillage.com/agm



AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

THE OBSERVER | Thursday, December 23, 2021 | 17 

Read a local best  
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

Arts The Shaw Festival is mourning the death 
of Christopher Newton, former artistic 
director, who died peacefully this week at 
the age of 85. Actor, stage manager, play-
wright, artistic director, Newton served as 
the Niagara-on-the-Lake repertory compa-
ny’s artistic director from 1979 until 2002. 
www.shawfest.com

The Centre In The Square gets rockin’ early 
in the new year with the Jeans ’n Classics 
presentation of The Music of The Roll-
ing Stones. The Jeans ’n Classics Rock 
Symphony takes on the extensive cata-
logue in a show schedule for Jan. 6 at 8 p.m. 
www.centreinthesquare.com

Shaw mourns Newton Symphonic for the Stones

Email photos & caption information to:  ads@woolwichobserver.comEmail photos & caption information to:  ads@woolwichobserver.com
Monday, January 10, 2022

Deadline for submission & payment

Full colour photo of  your
 little one published in the 
January 13, 2022 edition.

Full colour photo of  your
 little one published in the 
January 13, 2022 edition. Last Name,

First Name
Birth Date  |  Town

Parents Names

+hst
$40Babies

YEAR!
of the

2021
BOOK 
EARLY!
BOOK 
EARLY!

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

LOCAL HISTORIAN 
AND AUTHOR MARION 
Roes’ new book started 
with her curiosity about 
her own family story, 
which includes being the 
one-time owners of the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home 
in Elmira. After discov-
ering old photographs, 
she began doing more 
research about some of 
the older funeral homes 
in the area, most of which 
have been passed down 
through generations.

It’s not the most glam-
orous business, but these 
are the people that are 
there for families during 
an often-confusing time, 
and many families appre-
ciate the help, noted Roes. 

“Most people in the area 
will know some of them 
in the book because 99 
per cent of people deal 
with a funeral home. So, 
it’s partly to tell them 
(readers) ‘these are the 
people who look after 
your loved ones and 
yourself,’ because a lot of 
people don’t think funeral 
directors are real people. 
A lot of people don’t like 
going to the funeral home, 
which is understandable, 
but this kind of gives them 
a broader picture of what 
goes on at the funeral 
home and what people are 
like.”

She started writing the 
book, ‘Death as Life’s 
Work,’ in 2014 while work-
ing on another research 
project. Roes gathered so 
much material, the idea 
instantly came to her to 
turn it into a novel, one 
she hopes the region will 
enjoy as it unveils some 
local history. 

“It’s history, it’s not like 
the nitty-gritty part of 
the funeral business – it’s 
about local history and 
all of Waterloo Region. 
There’s people in there 
from all over Waterloo 
Region.”

Interviewing more than 
30 people who work in 
the business, Roes was 
able to collect stories and 
history that she added 
into the book, happy to 
have her fellow historians 
interested in the project. 

New book tells the story of local funeral homes

→ BOOK 22

Historian Marion Roes' latest book is entitled Death as Life's Work. Justine Fraser

Exploring the history of her own family, which used to own Dreisinger’s in Elmira, led Marion Roes deeper into the subject

Through newspaper clip-
pings and ads from 1850 
to now, she was able to 
learn quite a bit about the 
unique services. 

“Fellow historians and 
friends knew what I was 
researching, and they 
gave me a ton of pictures, 
leads of people to inter-
view, especially funeral 
directors. The book would 
be a lot smaller if I hadn’t 
had that input from 
other people. It’s geared 
towards researchers of 

family history, genealogy, 
funeral business history 
because there is pretty 
much not another book 
like it.

“When you read 
through it, you’ll see how 
some things changed, like 
the telephone service, 
that kind of thing,” said 
Roes.

“Dreisinger’s is the larg-
est section because I had 
a lot of material because 
it was my family funeral 
home, so I have a lot of 

records and material. I 
think there’s prob-

ably about 140 
businesses or 

people in 
the book; 

some 
people 
there’s 
a page 
on 
them 
that’s 

all and 
others 

there might 
be 10, some 

might have 15, 
some might have 

20, depends how much 
information I could find. 
Some of the reasons why 
they got into the business 
were similar: they had an 
experience with a loved 
one that had died, usually 
when they were younger 
and they admired the 
way the funeral director 
worked with the family 
and wanted to get into 
that business. And most 
of them the reason they 
stayed in it, it’s a passion 
for them, it’s like a calling. 
You can’t do some of the 
kind of work unless you 
really believe in what 
you’re doing and you can 
serve families and help 
them at a difficult time. 
Not everybody can do 
that,” she said.

A lot of them were 
funeral directors in the 
50s and 60s, because 
I interviewed a lot of 
older ones and they 
talked about the tele-
phone service and how 
it changed because 
they had to be in their 
buildings 24/7 because 
there weren’t answering 
services for a while. ” 

Upon stumbling on an 
old photograph of the 

Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
she learned quickly more 
information about her 
family’s history, wanting 
to learn even more she 
delved deeper into the 
subject. 

“It was part of my 
upbringing, so I was 
always aware of the 
business. To me it wasn’t 
an interesting bit of 
information, that was just 
how it was for the family 
members who worked 
there. My sister is in her 
53rd year as a funeral 
director. My mother was 
a Dresinger but then she 
was married and now we 
have different names. It 
was my great-grandfather, 
then his son, then his two 
children and then there 
were two children from 
the next generation that 
worked in the funeral 
home. It started in 1904 
and the Dresingers owned 
it until 2009,” said Roes 
about the family history 
that inspired her to write 
‘Death as Life’s Work.’

A fellow historian 
helped her identify the 
make, model, and year of 
some of the vehicles in 
the photos she gathered, 
helping create a better 
overall image of what that 
time period was like and 
how vehicles used in a 
service have changed. 

“The one on the cover is 
the most interesting. It’s 
the Salvation Army band 
leading a funeral, walking 
to the cemetery from the 
church; probably that’s 
1915, and the one family 
I interviewed, that was 
their grandfather in one of 
the vehicles. When I saw 
that, I thought ‘that’s the 
perfect one for the cover.’”

The new books by Roes 
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Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

Classifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

$899,000$899,000

$575,000$575,000

ELMIRA -  Prepare to be impressed from the 
moment you walk into the sunken foyer of this 
beautifully finished 4 bedroom home. The main 
floor living room is open to the kitchen and dining 
area creating the perfect place for the family to 
relax together. You will enjoy entertaining friends 
and family in your spacious kitchen with loads of 
counter and storage space. The upper floor family 
room with it’s cozy gas fireplace is the perfect place 
for family movie nights, or just quiet alone time.  
Upstairs has room for everyone, with 3 large 
bedrooms plus a master that boasts a walk-in closet 
and a 4  piece ensuite bathroom with jet tub.   The 
basement was finished in 2012 with a large 

KITCHENER-  Here is your opportunity to own your 
own a bungalow in the great neighbourhood of 
Bridgeport!! This 2+1 bedroom brick bungalow is 
situated on a large private 149ft deep lot.   Walk out 
from your family room to a wrap around deck, (5 
years new), enjoy the large fenced back yard, 
perfect for summer BBQs and family get togethers. 
The eat in kitchen has newer cabinets and counter 
tops as well as a new fridge.   Impress your guests in 
your front formal dining room, (or use it as an extra 
bedroom) another 2 bedrooms and a bathroom 
finish off the main floor. The attic has a pull down 
ladder with access to lots of storage space. The 
basement is unfinished with great potential, just 
waiting for your personal touch. Walk-up separate 
entrance to the basement, with a roughed in 
bedroom provides loads of possibilities.   Call your 
realtor today!

rec-room, a 3-piece bath and additional space for a future bedroom or office. The double car garage is 
insulated and heated (with a gas heater) with MMA rubber flooring which can be used for a variety of 
different uses. Start your day with a morning coffee on your large front porch and end it relaxing on your back 
deck and patio, there is lots of outdoor space for you to love.  You will not want to miss out on this one!

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

SOLDSOLD

 ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

Family life 
is worth 
celebrating
in the local
newspaper.

observerxtra.com/family-album

We’ve been delivering your family news for 
more than 25 years and we just made it 
easier to book, submit copy and pay securely 
online with credit or debit.

Deliver some good news of your own today!

Help Wanted
E X P E R I E N C E D 
CLEANING L ADY 
wanted. North Water-
loo, no children or 
pets. Approx. 3 hours 
bi weekly, references 
please, (no agencies). 
Call 519-570-0895.

MOTHERS HELPER 
FOR BUSY MOM OF 4. 
Position involves care 
of the children and 
some light house-
ke e p i n g .  P h o n e  
519-465-4101.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

Farm 
Services

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or 
email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

Coming 
Events

KARATE HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL! SCHWEITZER'S 
MARTIAL ARTS. 6 
weeks plus uniform 
only $89+tax! Start 
now or use as a gift. 
Group classes for ages 
4 to adult. Classes 
taught by Renshi 
Becky Schweitzer, 
4th Degree Black 
Belt and 12X World 
Karate Champion. 
Location at Heidel-
berg Community 
Centre 2915 Lobsinger 
Line, Heidelberg. 
Call 519-580-1418 
or e-mail becky_
schweitzer@hotmail.
com

 ↆ S O L U T I O N S
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

We’ll be observing 
the holidays with 
family and friends.

Closed 
Friday December 24 

Reopening 
Monday January 3, 2022

Yule still get The Observer, but our 
office will be closed during the break. 
Your inquires will be responded to when 
we return. 

See you in 2022!   
Have a safe, happy 

and healthy holidays.

100% LOCAL
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Solutions for this week's puzzles.

 ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions 

Pest control with 
residual built in 

Serving KW and 
surrounding area

Thorncreek Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest 
Management 

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 8am to 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

371 Arthur St. S. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126  |

your supplier of
feeds and pet food

Your 
donation
matters.

The Next Elmira Clinic:  
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, December 31
2:30 - 7:30 pm 

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

Appointments are 
required to ensure 
physical distancing. 
Book online at blood.ca or  
by calling 1-888-2-DONATE            
               (1-888-236-6283)

 ↆ E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

it matter

It matters to every patient 
across Canada. Because it’s 
something we can do today 
to help others wake up 
healthier tomorrow. 

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Office
The Township office is open to walk-in public traffic.  The following services can be 
accessed through our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: 
     www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, 

Streetlights, Trees, Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit
For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or 
call 519-669-1647. For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health  
519-575-4400.

Council Meetings – Remote 
Woolwich Council and committees will continue meeting remotely for the foreseeable 
future. Meetings can be viewed live or after the meeting by going to Youtube.com and 
searching for Woolwich Township. Call 519-669-6004 to register to speak at a Council 
meeting, for help or alternative participation options.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
As per Ontario Regulation 645/21, all individuals who are entering indoor municipal 
recreation facilities will be required to provide proof of vaccination with enhanced 
certificate with QR code (effective January 4, 2022) along with ID. 
Starting on December 20, 2021, Ontario will also begin requiring proof of vaccination 
for youth aged 12 to 17 years of age participating in organized sports at recreational 
facilities. 
Exemptions include:

• Children under 12 years old
• Individuals with a medical exemption.  

Visitors must continue to Covid pre-screen prior to entering. 
Participants are asked to pre-register for all drop-in programs as capacities are limited.
We ask for your patience & understanding as our Recreation staff work to implement 
these new procedures to keep our patrons, volunteers & staff safe.

Public Health Information
Getting vaccinated protects you against hospitalization and serious outcomes 
caused by COVID-19.  Every single person who gets vaccinated helps to build up 
our wall of protection against COVID-19 in Waterloo Region. Get vaccinated today:  
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/GetVaccinated. You can also book your vaccination 
appointment through participating pharmacies or your family doctor.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

TUESDAY, January 18th, 2022 at 4:30 P.M.
Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96 take notice 
that the Committee of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will meet for the purpose 
of hearing all persons interested in support of or opposition to any of the following 
applications as described below.
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offices 
will not be permitted.  Below is information on how you can submit comments, view or 
participate in the meeting.  You may also contact the Committee Secretary by sending an 
email to planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have any questions.

APPLICATIONS
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 1/2022 – Walter Martin

PROPERTY: 381 Hill Street, Drive, West Montrose, German Company Tract Part  
Lot 69

ZONE / USE: Agricultural (A) / single detached dwelling, livestock barn, turkey barn 
and fabricating/welding shop

PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing a 513 square metre shop addition and a 96 
square metre office addition to the existing metal fabricating/welding operation and 
is requesting relief from the On-Farm Diversified Use regulations as follows:

1. Section 6.22.5 to reduce the required setback between the adjacent residence at 
388 Hill Street from 150 metres to approximately 120 metres to the proposed office 
addition; 

2. Section 6.22.5 to reduce the required setback between the adjacent residence at 388 
Hill Street from 150 metres to approximately 108 metres to the area of operation; and 

3. Section 6.13 to reduce the required parking from 18 spaces to 10 spaces including 
two accessible parking spaces.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 2/2022 – Empire Communities (Riverland) Ltd.
PROPERTY: 23 Santo Court and 27 Santo Court, Breslau, Plan 58M675 Lots 50 and 

49
ZONE / USE: Residential Mixed High Density with Design Guidelines (R-5A) with site 

specific provisions (Section 26.1.345) / vacant lands
PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing construction of a new dwelling on each 

lot where the porch width will be less than 40% of the house width (including the 
garage) and is requesting relief from Section 11B.3.5 b) i) to reduce the required lot 
frontage as follows:

• 27 Santo Court (Lot 49) from 10 metres to approximately 9.7 metres; and
• 23 Santo Court (Lot 50) from 10 metres to approximately 9.7 metres.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 3/2022 – Janette Lareau
PROPERTY: 76 Falcon Drive, Elmira, Plan 1535 Lot 1
ZONE / USE: Residential Medium Density (R-3) / singe detached dwelling
PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing the construction of a 7.4 square metre 

addition to the front of the dwelling facing Eagle Drive and is requesting relief from 
Section 6.10.2 d) to reduce the building line setback adjacent to Eagle Drive from 6 
metres to approximately 4 metres.  The property is bounded by Falcon Drive, Eagle 
Drive and Barnswallow Drive in Elmira.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 4/2022 – Michael Lanteigne and Lydia Bay
PROPERTY: 57 Memorial Avenue, Elmira, Plan 5 Lot 4
ZONE / USE: Residential Mixed Medium Density (R-4) / singe detached dwelling and 

detached garage
PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing the construction of a 7.3 square metre second 

storey addition to the front of the dwelling, in conjunction with the reconstruction of 
the front porch, and is requesting relief from Section 6.10.2 d) to reduce the building 
line setback adjacent to Memorial Avenue from 6 metres to approximately 3.5 metres.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the 
meeting as follows:

• view the Committee of Adjustment livestream on the Woolwich Township YouTube 
channel  at the following link:

     https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ  OR
• participate by registering with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 noon on 

Wednesday January 12th. To register please email planning@woolwich.ca or phone 
519-669-6040.  When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email 
and the application number you would like to comment on. Once you are registered 
the Committee Secretary will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom 
meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen 
and have the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the 
Committee Secretary (see above information). You will not be required to speak if you do 
not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we 
know which application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time 
to comment if you wish to do so.  As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of security 
that is necessary to prevent unwanted guests from disrupting the meeting.  Applicants 
and their consultants will be automatically registered and contacted accordingly by the 
Committee Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS
If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend that 
you do so by:

• submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township office at 24 Church Street 
West, Elmira and placing it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of the building; or

• submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca 
You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6033 to discuss any comments / 
concerns however, this is not considered a formal comment. 
The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications.  All submissions 
must be made no later than 4:30 p.m. on Monday January 10th (Note that this date is 
before the meeting).  Any submissions received will be included in a comment package and 
presented at the meeting.  This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of 
creating a record that is available to the general public at the Committee of Adjustment 
hearing.  Please note that while the Committee may redact some personal information 
such as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made 
public in their entirety.
This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property located 
within 60 metres (200 feet) of the subject properties. If you wish to be notified of any 
last minute changes to the agenda (i.e. withdrawal of an application) you must contact 
the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to 
planning@woolwich.ca.

NOTICE OF DECISION: Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will 
be sent to owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people who register 
for the meeting.  If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee of Adjustment 
in respect to this application, you must submit a written request to the Committee 
Secretary or register ahead of the meeting. This will also entitle you to be advised of a 
possible Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.

APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS: Anyone in 
opposition to a decision may appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal. 
The Tribunal may dismiss an appeal without holding a hearing if the appellant did not 
make oral or written submissions to the Committee of Adjustment before a decision 
was given or does not provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to make a 
submission to the Committee.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you should 
you have any questions. Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or  
1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca 
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 ↆ S P O R T S  S C O R E S
WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS 

 ■ Atom U10 A
Dec/15/2021 vs 
Burlington Eagles
HOME: 7 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: Zachary 
Guthrie-Black (5), 
Colton Cooney (2)
ASSISTS: Jack Frede 
(2), Dominic Blake, 
Ben Ellis, Julia 

Hallman, William 
Manchur
WOOLWICH WILD 
 ■ PeeWee LL#1

Dec/15/2021 vs 
Waterloo Ravens 
LL#4
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: Madison 
Gofton
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Dec/18/2021 vs 

Glancaster Bombers
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 3
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Dec/18/2021 vs 
Woolwich Wildcats
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: William 
Krubally, Mason 
Gear, Nolan Martin, 
Evan Hall
ASSISTS: Evan Hall, 
Jaxon McGuire, 

Colton Brito, William 
Krubally
 ■ Bantam LL

Dec/15/2021 vs 
Wilmot Wolverines
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Hailey 
Mueller, Evie Klaehn, 
Brooklyn Pope
ASSISTS: Evie Klaehn, 
Hailey Mueller, Eve 
Snyder

$AVE
10% OFF 

SITEWIDE DURING
BOXINGWEEK*

LIMITED 
TIME

Dec 26-Jan 2/22 

www.newsmart.ca

You’re a newspaper reader, 
of course you didn’t get what 
you really wanted ...

... get the cool Observer stuff 
you were hoping for.

Books
Mugs
Buttons
Stickers

Journals
Toques

Planners
Pens

SAVE 50% OFF Christmas
Cards with #HOHOHO code.

$10
$5

NOW

Each box contains:
 12 cards (4 designs)
 12 envelopes
 Blank inside

The Woolwich Wildcats U10A hockey team collected items for the Woolwich Community Services food 
bank this holiday season. Together the team collected nearly 500 items for to help make Christmas 
merrier for some local families. Submitted

Emma the jumping jellybean, 3, enjoys some time in the snow at home in St. Clements. Submitted

2021

are currently being sold 
locally at Living Waters 
in Elmira, Wordsworth in 
Waterloo, the KW Book-
store in Kitchener and 
Futher-Franklin Funeral 
Home  in Wellesley. 

“I’ve written a few 
other smaller books, not 
like this. It became a lot 
bigger; I had no idea I’d 
find the information 
that I found. One of the 

reasons I started it was 
because I was looking 
for information about 
my great-grandfather’s 
business in Waterloo and 
Kitchener. I decided to do 
the whole region because 
I didn’t think I would find 
that much information. 
I looked through a lot 
in newspapers, mostly 
the Elmira papers, and 
Kitchener and a bit of 
Cambridge, going to 

archives – a lot of it was 
newspapers.”

If anyone has any 
questions or more infor-
mation, they can contact 
Roes on her email at 
mlroes@sympatico.ca. 
Anyone looking to see 
more photographs from 
back then can follow Roes’ 
Facebook group called 
Undertakers and Their 
Businesses in Waterloo 
Region.

BOOK: Once delving into the subject, the author found 
a growing amount of information about the local industry

→ FROM 17
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In Memoriam

In Loving Memory
Bill McCormick

Those we love don’t go away,
They walk beside us every day.
Dad, 35 years have passed and  

we continue to miss you. 

December 22, 1902 – December 23, 1986

Joyce, Don and family.

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Martin, Katherine “Katie”
Passed away peacefully at Hospice 
Wellington in Guelph, surrounded by 
her family, on Wednesday, December 
15, 2021, at the age of 36 years. Beloved 
wife of Phil Martin of Elmira. Devoted 
mother of Molly and Weston. Precious 
daughter of Fred and Rosie Lichti, and 
daughter-in-law of Ralph and Judy 
Martin. Cherished granddaughter of 
Geneva Lichti and Leanna Knapp. 
Wonderful sister of Nathan and 
Natasha Lichti, Leah and Blaine 
Cressman and sister-in-law of Ryan 
and Lori Martin, Koren and Steve Bell. 
Katie will be missed by her nieces and 
nephews, extended family and friends. 
Predeceased by her grandparents 
Mervin Lichti, Vernon and Katie Zehr, 
Leonard and Fern Martin, and Clyde 
Knapp. Katie received her MSW at 
Wilfrid Laurier and was a child and 
youth clinician with Canadian Mental 
Health Association. She was a member 
of Elmira Mennonite Church, active 
as a youth leader and involved in 
the women’s bible study group. She 
was passionate about God’s word 
and sought to follow Jesus faithfully. 
Cremation has taken place. A 
memorial visitation was held from 2-4 
and 6-8 p.m. on Saturday, December 
18, 2021 at Floradale Mennonite 
Church. Memorial service took place 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, December 19, 
2021 at Floradale Mennonite Church. 
The service was  livestreamed and is 
available on Katie’s tribute page of 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home website. 
Interment took place in Elmira 
Mennonite Cemetery following the 
service. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to Woolwich Community 
Services or Grand River Regional 
Cancer Centre would be appreciated 
and can be made through the funeral 
home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Gingrich, Ian M.
Passed away peacefully at St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Kitchener on Wednesday, 
December 15, 2021 at the age of 85. 
Beloved husband of the late Luida 
(Brubacher) Gingrich (1994). Beloved 
father of Marvin and Ann of Waterloo, 
Norma and Richard Bauman of 
Floradale. Cherished grandpa of Scott 
(Clara) Bauman and Lisa Bauman; 
Samuel Gingrich (Victoria) and 
Luke Gingrich (Jessie), and great-
grandfather of Wesley and Ford. Will 
be missed by special friend Mary 
Martin of St. Jacobs. Dear brother of 
Orton, Rufus and Verna, Almeda and 
George Frey, Vernon and Joyce; and 
brother-in-law of Mary Gingrich, Mary 
Gingrich, Hope Gingrich, and Sally 
Gingrich. Predeceased by his parents 
Noah and Katie (Martin) Gingrich, 
siblings Irene, Edgar, Wilmer, Lloyd, 
Oscar, and sister-in-law Elvina 
Gingrich. Ian was a longtime member 
of the St. Jacobs Mennonite Church. 
The family received relatives and 
friends from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. on 
Monday, December 20, 2021 at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. A family interment 
took place in St. Jacobs Mennonite 
Cemetery before the service. Funeral 
service took place at 2 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 21, 2021. The 
service was livestreamed with the 
links available at funeral home and 
church websites and on YouTube. 
In Ian’s memory, donations to MCC 
or St. Mary’s Hospital Foundation 
would be appreciated as expressions 
of sympathy.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary Obituary

Bauman, Isaac B.
Passed away at his residence on 
Saturday, December 18, 2021 in 
his 98th year. Father of Sidney and 
Rebecca of RR 1, Wroxeter, Saloma 
Bauman of Proton Station, Jesse and 
Mary Ann of RR 1, Bluevale, Tobias 
and Catherine of Dundalk, Lucinda 
and Ivan Martin of Wallenstein, Anna 
and Henry Sherk of Wellesley, Mary 
and Aaron Martin of Wallenstein, 
Martha and Samuel Martin of Elmira, 
Susannah and Menno Martin of 
Badjeros, Isaac and Perceda Martin 
of Wallenstein; and step-father of 
Paul and Lydiann Lahman of St. 
Clements, Jesse and Naomi Martin of 
Linwood, Isaac and Elizabeth Frey of 
St. Jacobs, Jesse and Hannah Lahman 
of Linwood, Emerson and Rachel 
Bowman of Hawkesville. Survived by 
numerous grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, sisters-in-law Rebecca 
Bauman and Lovina Bauman. Isaac 
was predeceased by his parents Louisa 
and David Bauman, his first wife Mary 
Hoover, his second wife Mary Martin 
(Lahman) &, daughter Lena (Mrs. 
George L. Martin), daughter-in-law 
Melinda Bauman, son-in-law Elam 
Martin, eight brothers, and six sisters. 
A family service was held at the home 
on Tuesday, December 21, 2021 at 9 
a.m., then to Wellesley Mennonite 
Meeting House for burial and public 
service. Arrangements entrusted to 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Happy Birthday 
Cassandra!

December 26
Love Dad, Mom, Nicole, Colin, Jordan,  

Dobby, Molly, Mia and Jack

Birthday

Death Notices

PAMPLIN, FRANK - Frank lost his battle 
with cancer on Sunday, December 19, 
2021, at Freeport Hospital in Kitchener.

ROBBINS, BOB - Robert Lloyd Robbins 
formerly of Kitchener and St.Clements 
passed away at Caressant Care Nursing 
Home, Harriston on Monday, December 
13, 2021 in his 84th year.

RUDDERHAM, ALLAN "AL" - Al Rudderham 
died suddenly at the age of 68 years.

Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
 519-669-5790 ext 104  
 donna@woolwichobserver.com

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Sell it in the Observer

In Print. In Depth. Online. 
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living Here Seeking to recognize the performance of 
all Ontariopolice officers in the line of duty, 
Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris 
tabled thePolice Services Amendment Act, 
2021 to allow officers serving in munici-
pal andFirst Nations jurisdictions across 
the province to be eligible for the Queen’s 
Commission, which is currently only attain-
able by the OPP.

Wellesley council this week gave pre-bud-
get approval to spend $250,000 for a used 
street sweeper/vac truck. The truck built on 
a 2015 chassis was used sparingly, and will 
replace a 2003 vehicle purchased in 2013 
with a high number of hours of service. The 
existing unit is starting to run up mainte-
nance costs.

Expanding the Act Keeping it clean

 ▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My fa-
ther is having issues with 
his aortic valve. He is 53 
years old and was told he 
needs to have a valve re-
placement. I was reading 
that there are different 
types of valves. Can you 
explain the differences 
and what option may be 
best?

ANSWER: There are four 
major valves in the heart, 
two on the left side of the 
heart (aortic and mitral) 

 Deciding between mechanical or tissue heart valve replacements

and two on the right side 
of the heart (pulmonary 
and tricuspid). Heart 
valves serve as "one-way 
doors" allowing blood flow 
through the heart. Valves 
can fail because they 
have difficulties opening 
(stenosis), leaking (regur-
gitation) or both. These 
conditions may lead to 

heart valve surgery. Some-
times, when the mitral 
or tricuspid valves fail 
because of regurgitation, 
they can be repaired. And 
if a valve is repairable, that 
is preferred to replace-
ment.

However, many times, 
valves require replace-
ment when they fail. 
There are two major 
types of prostheses used 
for valve replacements: 
mechanical valves and 
tissue valves. One type of 

prosthesis may be a better 
option for your father, 
so which valve is right 
requires some thought.

Mechanical valves are 
most commonly used 
when replacing the aortic 
and mitral valves. Types 
of mechanical prostheses 
have evolved over time, 
but most modern ones are 
made of pyrolytic carbon 
and have two tilting discs 
that allow blood to flow 
one way through them.

Mechanical valves 

require a cardiac surgeon 
to remove the existing 
valve – most commonly 
via a sternotomy (midline 
incision through the 
breastbone) – and 
requires stopping the 
heart (cardiopulmonary 
bypass). The greatest 
benefit of a mechanical 
valve is durability. Some 
of my patients are doing 
well with mechanical 
valves implanted in the 
1970s. I generally think 
of mechanical valves as 

lasting forever. However, 
mechanical valves require 
the blood thinner warfarin 
to keep them from clotting 
and aspirin. Although 
there are new anticoag-
ulant medications being 
used for other indications, 
the only blood thin-
ner that is appropriate 
for mechanical valves 
is warfarin. Warfarin 
increases a patient's risk 
of bleeding and is not 
suggested for use during 

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

LIKE IT OR NOT, WE are 
living through a unique 
time in human history. 
The pandemic has had an 
impact on everyone, and 
each of us has a story to tell 
about the experience.

The Ken Seiling Water-
loo Region Museum has 
been archiving and collect-
ing residents’ experiences 
throughout the pandemic. 
The idea is to provide a 
comprehensive picture of 
how the crisis hit home, 
something that might 
prove useful for future 
generations facing a new 
virus or as a way for people 
to look back on what 
they’ve been through. 

The collections cura-
tor and registrar, Stacy 
McLennan, has received 
some 200 submissions 
from across the region 
thus far. The Help Us 
Make History project will 
continue for as long as the 
pandemic does.

“When the pandemic 
started, we were asked a 
lot about the Spanish flu in 
the area and what we had 

in the collection related to 
the Spanish flu – we have 
nothing, essentially. So 
it kind of grew out of that 
and wanting to document 
for future historians. A 
lot of smaller museums 
and larger museums and 
archives started similar 
projects for their commu-
nities as well. We wanted 
to document because we 
think there was a sense 
of there will probably 
be waves of things and 
we wanted to document 
the changes in people’s 
attitudes as the pandemic 
continued and protocols 
that were being put in 
place for the community,” 
she said.

Along with written 
submissions, the project 
features plenty of photo-
graphs, some artwork and 
other items representative 
of the pandemic such as 
PPE.

“We have painted rocks 
because that was a huge 
thing for a while, and 
we have some signs that 
people made and put 
in their home windows 
because that was really 
big for a while to try to 

Everybody’s got a (pandemic) story to tell

→ MUSEUM 27
Made from masks, the art piece was submitted by Heidi Blom to 
the Help Us Make History Project. Submitted

Regional museum is looking for personal accounts to compile a local history via its archival project

feeling this time around 
compared to last year.

“We are collecting 
objects related to the 
pandemic. One of the 
interesting objects we 
actually got donated 
was from Christmas last 
year – it was a Christmas 
card that one of the local 
schools had one of their 
classes do and then they 
sent the Christmas cards 
to a seniors’ centre. They 
were given out to seniors 
in the seniors’ centre, 
and someone had saved 
it and donated it. So it’s 
those sorts of things we’re 
looking for to show what’s 
happening in the commu-
nity during this time. And 
in a way how people are 
helping people within the 
community,” said McLen-
nan. 

“With the holidays 
coming up it’s a good 
time to document what 
people are doing that’s 
maybe different than how 
they normally spend the 
holidays or how things 
have shifted. With this 
new variant, people may 
have had plans and they’re 

→ MAYO CLINIC 26

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Merry Christmas
As we celebrate the birth of Christ, we wish  

all our customers, suppliers and friends safe holidays.  
May you find reasons to be joyful and hopeful. 

If you ever have any vehicle concerns throughout  
the holidays we are only a phone call away!  
Please see our holiday hours on google or 
 either one of our social media platforms. 

519-669-1082  |  Merry Christmas!

brighten up people’s day 
and stuff like that. So it’s 
kind of interesting to see 
even in a year and a half 
how things have become 
fads.”

Images of artwork, 
poems or even emails with 
journal entries have been 
sent in so far to the Help 
Us Make History project. 
McLennan notes most of 
the submissions so far are 
from Kitchener, adding she 
would appreciate submis-
sions from residents in the 
townships to help create a 
clearer picture.

“We have received 
things from some of the 
townships and particularly 
from Elmira, but we would 
be happy to have maybe 
more things from the 
townships to document 
the region fully.”

The holiday season 
that last year saw massive 
disruptions and now faces 
a surge in cases is an expe-
rience ripe for document-
ing, she said. McLennan 
is looking for submissions 
to catalogue the changes 
people made due to the 
pandemic and to get a 
sense of what people are 
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 ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

 ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Lemon, herbs and 
butter flavour this 
fancy fish dinner

As we all know, at the 
start of each new 

year many people want to 
eat healthier. This dish is a 
great way to add a health-
ier option to your weekly 
menu. It is a straightfor-
ward recipe using a poten-

tially new technique for 
people who want to want 
to eat more fish.

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Fancy Fish in Foil
 ▢ 1 teaspoon fresh 

thyme leaves

 ▢ 1/2 teaspoon grated 
lemon zest, plus lemon 
wedges for serving

 ▢ 1/2 teaspoon salt

 ▢ 1/8 teaspoon pepper

 ▢ 4 (6-ounce) skinless 
cod fillets, 1 to 1 1/2 inches 
thick

 ▢ 4 tablespoons 
unsalted butter, cut into 
4 pieces

1. Adjust oven rack to 
the middle position 
and heat oven to 450 
degrees. Cut 4 large 
pieces of aluminum foil.

2. Add thyme, lemon 
zest, salt and pepper 
to a bowl and stir 
to combine. Place 1 
fillet on 1 side of each 
piece of foil. Sprin-
kle thyme mixture 
evenly over fillets 
and top with butter.

3. Fold the empty 
side of the foil over 
the cod. Fold up the 
edges of the foil and 
pinch together to 
create sealed packet. 
Transfer packets to 
a baking sheet.

4.  Bake until cod regis-
ters 140 degrees, 12 
to 15 minutes. Transfer 
packets to plates and 
carefully open. Serve 
with lemon wedges.

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 7
 ▢ Turkey Dinner at the Elmira Legion. Menu includes 

turkey dinner with all the trimmings and dessert.$15/
person. Take out only with pick up between 5 p.m. 
and 6 p.m.To order call Donna at 519-669-5894.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 29
 ▢ Elmira Legion's Take Out Spaghetti Dinner. Pick up 

from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Menu: Spaghetti with meat 
sauce, caesar salad, roll, dessert. $13 per person.  
Order in advance call Donna Vervoort 519-669-5894.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT 
FUND: RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL 
NEEDS DUE TO COVID-19

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Wool-
wich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide 
for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an applica-
tion process are in place, it should be noted 
that in unique, complex, crisis and acute 
circumstances funds may be provided at the 
discretion of the Fund Review Committee, 
assuming the core criteria of the fund are met.

Additional information:
Access to the Fund is available by contacting:

 � Community Care Concepts of Wool-
wich, Wellesley and Wilmot

 � Woolwich Community Services
 � Woolwich Counseling Centre
 � Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services
Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,  

Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.

 ↆ S U D O K U
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 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Jonathan Brubacher Preaching

Advent 5
Dare to Imagine God’s Robe!

9:30 am

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

ACROSS
1. Often confused 

with the llama
8. Social group
12. October birthstone
16. Mishmash
17. Contains the altar 

in a church
18. Get-up-and-go
19. Pesticide or a fertilizer
21. Mysterious: Var.
22. ___ v. Wade
23. Length x width, 

for a rectangle
24. ___ Grove Village, Ill.
25. Appropriate
26. Live-in school
30. Extreme self-

centeredness
33. "Harper Valley ___"
34. Test, as ore
35. Spanish appetizer
36. Fitness centers
39. Checkers, e.g.
41. 20-20, e.g.
42. Salad green
44. ___ vera
46. Go-carts
48. Also called the Terror
51. Cheers
53. Approach
54. Sag
57. Amazon, e.g.
58. Bit
60. Prepare to swallow
62. Copy
63. Capital city of Idaho
65. Dry ___ 

67. Authored by 
Zarathustra

69. Not supported
73. One of Alcott's 

"Little Men"
74. Hooter
75. "Absolutely!"
76. "___ Baby Baby" 

(Linda Ronstadt hit)
79. Buddies
80. Can't fit into a budget
83. ___ fruit
84. Son of Ramses I
85. More wary
86. French for paid
87. "Our Time in ___" 

(10,000 Maniacs album)
88. Builder

DOWN
1. Biology lab supply
2. Apple's apple, e.g.
3. 100%
4. "Aladdin" prince
5. Major chocolate 

ingredient
6. Place removed 

from urban life
7. Absolute
8. J. Edgar Hoover's org.
9. Fresh
10. Filling material
11. Squeals
12. System of spiritual 

healing
13. Absurd
14. Type of missile
15. Myrna of "The 

Thin Man"
20. "Spy vs. Spy" magazine

26. Prejudices
27. By that very fact
28. Don't believe it
29. Cleaning cabinet 

supplies
30. "Yadda, yadda, yadda"
31. Long-jawed fish
32. Similar to opera
37. Calphalon product
38. "Thanks ___!"
40. "To ___ is human ..."
43. Sits for a portrait
45. Carve in stone
47. Like some phones
49. Fed. construction 

overseer
50. Barely get, with "out"
51. Forbidden: Var.
52. Five Nations tribe
55. Decide to leave, 

with "out"
56. ___ green
59. Death by water
61. One that waters
64. Healthy appearance
66. Flattened at the poles
68. Department in the 

Pays de la Loire region 
in Western France

70. Awaken
71. Churchill's "so 

few": Abbr.
72. Roots are used 

as detergent
76. Final notice
77. Blue Bonnet, e.g.
78. Frau's partner
79. Nipper
81. Flipper
82. ___ de Triomphe

 ↆ X - W O R D
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pregnancy.
Tissue valves are made 

from porcine (pig) or 
bovine (cow) tissue and 
can be used to replace 
any cardiac valve. Tissue 
valves can be implanted 
surgically, just like 
mechanical valves, where 
the old valve is removed 
and the new prosthesis is 
sewn in its place.

In the last 15 years, tran-
scatheter valve replace-
ment has emerged as a 
different way to implant 
tissue valves, used almost 
exclusively for aortic valve 
stenosis. This procedure, 
called transcatheter aortic 
valve replacement or 
TAVR, avoids the need for 
a sternotomy and often 
has a much shorter hospi-
tal stay. I always think 
of TAVR as a "valve on a 
stick" because a tissue 
prosthesis is crimped onto 
a balloon catheter, which 
is then placed in an artery 
(often the femoral artery 
in the groin) and snaked 
up to the heart. The 
TAVR prosthesis is then 
ballooned open inside the 
old valve, smooshing it out 
of the way. TAVR requires 

patients to have adequate 
blood vessels and a large 
enough native aortic valve 
to accommodate the new 
prosthesis inside of it.

There are two main 
benefits to a tissue valve. 
First, the potential option 
for transcatheter delivery 
(particularly in aortic 
stenosis); and second, the 
fact that after the initial 
implantation time period, 
they do not require 
warfarin, only aspirin. The 
biggest drawback of tissue 
valves is their durability. 
An average tissue pros-
thesis lifespan is about 
10 years, however, in 
younger patients or those 
on dialysis, they can dete-
riorate much faster. When 
tissue prostheses fail, they 
become stenotic or regur-
gitant, just like native 
valves, and then require 
repeat replacement.

So, which valve is right 
for your father? The risk 
of valve infection does not 
differ between tissue and 
mechanical prostheses, 
and neither require immu-
nosuppressive medica-
tions. If valve replacement 
is needed on a right-sided 
valve in a patient older 

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

MAYO CLINIC: Choice of heart valves will depend on age, 
range of activities and other health factors

→ FROM 24 than 70 or in patients 
with contraindications 
to warfarin, a tissue valve 
is likely the right choice. 
In patients younger than 
50 or patients already on 
anticoagulation for other 
reasons, such as atrial 
fibrillation, a mechanical 
valve is often the right 
choice.

Although this doesn't 
apply to your father, I do 
recommend that young 
patients who want to 
become pregnant or who 
are participating in very 
physical sports with a high 
bleeding risk consider 
a tissue valve to avoid 
warfarin in the short term, 
with the knowledge that it 
is a temporary treatment 
expected to require repeat 
replacement. As your 
father is still relatively 
young, it is important that 
he talks with his cardi-
ologist about the pros 
and cons of his personal 
situation so he can make 
an informed decision.

www. .ca

Pick a local best seller in time for the holidays!
My Side of the Dam: The 
Retrospective 1996-2003
by Allen D. Martin is now
available at:

Mon. 8:00 – 6:00
Tues. 8:00 – 9:00
Wed. 8:00 – 6:00
Thurs. 8:00 – 9:00

122 Church St W Elmira
877-595-7585

Fri. 8:00 – 9:00
Sat. 8:00 – 6:00
Sun. Closed

Instock!

Find unique local gifts for your favourite
newspaper reader online at:

Trust in the Observer. Delivering the local market for more than 25 years.Trust in the Observer. Delivering the local market for more than 25 years.

LOCAL
LIKE YOU.
LOCAL
LIKE YOU.

519-669-5790 ext104
donna@woolwichobserver.com

Advertising in print 
newspapers is 4 times more 
effective than social media, 
has increased memory recall 
and provides better brand lift 
— that’s not fake news.

Advertising in print 
newspapers is 4 times more 
effective than social media, 
has increased memory recall 
and provides better brand lift 
— that’s not fake news.

The 2021-22 Media Kit is in the mail to area 
businesses. We appreciate your business.

 Plan a robust 2022 advertising 
campaign using the #1 local media 
 Plans to accommodate all budgets
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

58 Wellington Rd #7 Unit # 2 Elora  
 519-546-8246 | hearrightcanada.ca

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

58 Wellington Rd #7 Unit # 2 Elora  
 519-546-8246 | hearrightcanada.ca

A Gift To Remember has been under new management for two 
years and has vendor space available for crafters of all kinds.

Booths available for rent starting January 1, 2022. 

Open 7 days a week with lots of foot traffic 
and the best hours in the Village. 

For more information call 519-664-1831
or 519-404-0028 and ask for Jacquie 

Calling all 
CRAFTERS

rapidly being changed as 
case counts go up.”

Another aspect they’re 
hoping to better document 
is the business commu-
nity. McLennan said they 
want to get a better overall 
sense of how businesses 
pivoted during the 
pandemic or whether they 
were forced to close their 
doors.

“We’re very much inter-
ested in local businesses 
that have been impacted, 
so whether they’ve had 
to shift production to 
something like PPE or 
something else related to 
the pandemic, or restau-
rants having to shift and 
actually close dining and 
just do takeout and things 
like that, we’re definitely 

interested in documenting 
that as well.”

The plan is to keep 
collecting and archiving 
residents’ experiences 
for the duration of the 
pandemic, with the idea 
being to create a future 
exhibit.

“At some point, we 
would probably create an 
exhibit out of this as well, 
but that’s like not in the 
immediate future. The 
main focus is to just collect 
information and objects 
and things that are related 
to the pandemic just to 
have in the collection for 
future use.”

Anyone with an idea for 
a submission can email the 
museum staff at  
helpusmakehistory@
regionofwaterloo.ca. 

MUSEUM: Looking for personal 
impacts of pandemic for the record

→ FROM 24

A school closure photo, a picture created by 4-year-old, and a painted rock were items given to the Help Us Make History project.



28  |  T H E  B AC K  PAG E THE OBSERVER | Thursday, December 23, 2021

519-638-3457 7668 8th Line Drayton cleanfieldsv
c

from the team at Clean Field Services
Christmas Merry

/MTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHSFOR $9.95

RENT SOFT WATER

CULLIGAN.COM
519-744-2248 | 427 GAGE AVE. KITCHENER

INFO@CULLIGANWATER.CA

* Valid only Sunday December 26. One coupon per customer. In store only. Discount can only be applied to one transaction.  Other conditions may apply.

BOXING BOXING 
DAY!DAY!

Every SCRATCH reveals a DEAL!   
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* Valid only Sunday December 26. One coupon per customer. In store only. 
Discount can only be applied to one transaction.  Other conditions may apply.

Every SCRATCH reveals a DEAL!
1362 VICTORIA ST N. KITCHENER

township reserves, the sale 
of the site currently home 
to the Wellesley arena and 
community centre and 
borrowing. A report tabled 
last week puts the cost of 
debenturing the entire $11 
million at $154 per year 
for each household if paid 
back over 20 years, or $132 
over 25 years. 

The exact split has yet 
to be determined, but the 
community fundraising 
campaign has a target 
of $2.5 million. Meeting 
this week, councillors 
approved a price list for 
naming rights of parts of 
the facility, with the initial 
campaign expected to start 
in mid-January.

Green features are part 
of the design, as well as 
an additional $700,000 
for solar panels on the 
roof ($430,500), heat 

pump options for rooftop 
units ($189,000) and four 
electric vehicle charging 
stations ($73,500).

“As part of the RFP the 
contractors were asked to 
ensure the building was 
built with options to make 
it energy efficient. Ball 
Construction included 
many energy savings 
measures in their base 
price such as LED lighting 
throughout the facility, 
soft starts on motors in the 
refrigeration room, and 
recapturing heat from the 
refrigeration plant to help 
heat areas of the facility 
including the seating area 
of the arena,” said a report 
tabled by recreation direc-
tor Danny Roth.

At a public meeting last 
week, councillors heard 
only support for the proj-
ect, with groups such as 
Community Care Concepts, 

REC COMPLEX: Township looked to accommodate 
as many requests as possible with design of new facility

→ FROM 3 the Woolwich Community 
Health Centre and minor 
sports all encouraging the 
township to move ahead 
with the new facility.

In voting to award the 
contract, Coun. Peter 
van der Maas likened the 
current decision to that 
of former councils who 
opted to build arenas in 
Wellesley and St. Clements 
decades earlier.

“Big chances were 
taken at that time, and 
we benefited from their 
foresight for 50 years,” he 
said, noting that the new 
facility would serve the 
community, including 
the youth population. 
Some 35 per cent of people 
in Wellesley are under 
the age of 19, twice the 
regional average.

“It’s a dynamic commu-
nity that’s going to use these 
facilities for a long time.”

Artist's rendering of the Wellesley Township Recreation Centre. Submitted


