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Blowout SALE STARTS NOW!

Boxing Week
OPEN 7 DAYS | 30 Benjamin Rd., Waterloo | 519-746-0060 | www.furniturehouse.ca

SAVE THE TAX on Everything in the Entire Store!

Inventory Available 
for Immediate 

Pickup or Delivery
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Happy, Healthy 2022

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays
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Justine Fraser 
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LOOKING AT THE TOP 
10 weather stories from 
the past year showcases 
climate change in Canada, 
extreme weather events 
indicated Canadians need 
to be prepared for these 
dangers ahead of time. A 
senior climatologist with 

Extreme conditions help define Canada’s top 10 weather stories
Locally, the weather has been largely as tranquil as a scene along the Canagagigue Creek as we moved into winter this week. Justine Fraser

Environment Canada, 
David Phillips has been 
presenting the top ten 
weather events of the year 
for the country for a quar-
ter-century, noting he has 
never quite seen a year like 
this one.

“I’ve been presenting 
the top 10 weather stories 
for Environment Canada 
for 26 years and I have to 

admit that this year was 
something extraordi-
nary. I remember in the 
late 1990s and early part 
of this century, stories 
like ‘Slow Spring effects 
Retail Sales’ or a ‘Perfect 
Harvest Weather’ – noth-
ing as tame as that occurs 
anymore. For Canada it 
was another destructive, 
expensive, and impactful 

year.” 
The criteria Phillips 

uses to pick the top ten 
weather events in Canada 
from the past year depend 
on the impact on Cana-
dians, the extent of the 
area effected, whether 
or not the weather event 
has occurred previously, 
how many times it has 
happened before if appli-

cable, the economic costs 
and effects from the event, 
the damage it caused, as 
well as the longevity of the 
weather event.

“It was a year of years 
for weather in Canada, the 
wildest I’ve ever seen. BC’s 
terrible weather occupied 
the first five positions of 
this year’s list, and seven 
of the 10 were of British 

Columbia. It was ground 
zero.”

The list starts with the 
notable, recent events of 
British Columbia with 
the record heat under 
the dome coming in at 
number one, mainly 
due to the high number 
of fatalities it caused. A 
village in BC set a new 

→ WEATHER 5

Have a Happy New Year!
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215 Lexington Rd, Waterloo   519-501-1131   INFO@HYGATELIVING.COM

 WWW.HYGATELIVING.COM

Wishing You the

Happiest of New Year’s!

on Lexington

Kitchener-Waterloo’s newest, full-service retirement residence, 
specializing in excellent meals and a lifestyle created for today’s senior!

Call today about our limited-time Move-In Special!
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three Woolwich will spend $86,000 to install a 
natural gas-fueled standby generator at the 
Breslau Community Centre, council decided 
earlier this month. The move helps prepare 
the building for use as an emergency centre 
if required.

Farmland making up a large percentage of 
its tax base, Wellesley will be receiving an 
extra $100,000 next year from province. The 
increase will come from the Farmland Tax 
Reduction Program. More than 90 per cent 
of Wellesley land is classified as farmland.
 
From the Dec. 31, 2015 edition of The Observer

Powering up in Breslau From the archives

Read award-winning local news | www.observerxtra.com

The office will be closed from
Dec 23 at noon and reopen
Monday, January 3, 2022.We are home for the holidays!

Taking stock of response to pandemic two years in
Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

AT THIS TIME TWO 
YEARS ago, many of us 
were only just starting to 
hear about a little-known 
coronavirus appearing in 
other countries, hoping 
it didn’t make its way to 
Canada. Now, COVID-19 
is a part of our daily lives, 

Alice Penny, executive director of Bring on the Sunshine (right), and KC Ziyenge, event volunteer at the group’s only in-person event last 
year.  Submitted

a new variant having an 
impact this very day.

Over that span, there’s 
been a dramatic change in 
our response as a society 
and as individuals.

For public health 
officials, trying to brace 
the public for continuous 
changes and new variants 
in a global pandemic can 
be a difficult job, one that 

involves being able to fly 
by the seat of one’s pants, 
being calm and making 
decisions not everyone 
will welcome. 

With the arrival of a 
vaccine a year into the 
crisis, things got even 
busier.

Vickie Murray, the lead 
of the region’s vaccine 
distribution task force, 

knows firsthand what that 
meant. The director of 
pharmacy at Grand River 
and St. Mary’s hospitals 
was at the first regional 
vaccine clinic at Grand 
River Hospital. They 
started with 10 people that 
day, seeing 100 the follow-
ing day. Now, they’re 
immunizing thousands.

“One year ago now, I was 

working to setup a vaccine 
clinic. I think we had a 
week and a half notice in 
Grand River Hospital in 
the Kaufman building and 
we did 10 doses our first 
day, we were pretty excited 
when we did 100 doses 
the second day. Very soon 
we are going to reach a 
million doses, so we really 
have come a long way,” → PANDEMIC 4

she said of an approaching 
milestone in the region 
during the region’s weekly 
pandemic briefing.

“In that journey that 
has had many ups and 
downs,  we have learned 
a lot and so now we know 
how to ramp up vaccine 
clinics, we know how to 
support each other. We 

KWCF provides $436,000 in grants
Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

ELMIRA-BASED BRING 
ON THE SUNSHINE is 
among the groups receiv-
ing support from the racial 
equity fund provided by 
the Kitchener Waterloo 
Community Fund (KWCF). 
All told, 29 organizations 

were allocated $436,000 in 
last week’s disbursement.

The fund was estab-
lished to fill a need that 
became apparent with the 
rise of Black Lives Matter 
and groups championing 
other racialized groups, 
says KWCF president Eliz-
abeth Heald.

“During COVID, we 

especially identified that 
there were heightened 
needs and so we launched 
in 2020 our COVID-19 
BIPOC sustainability and 
recovery fund. So after 
doing that in 2020, we 
thought ‘OK, this is great, 
this makes sense, this 
needs to be a permanent 
program.’ The goals are 

to support organizations 
that are led by and serve 
people across Waterloo 
Region who are Black, 
Indigenous and people 
of colour, and that really 
reinforces our approach at 
KWCF to encourage self-
led activities. The funds 
are intended to assist 

→ BIPOC FUNDING 4

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

INCREASED SPENDING 
ON POLICE, SOCIAL 
housing and paramedic 
services will see Region 
of Waterloo residents 
pay another $96 a year 
in property taxes in 2022 
under a budget approved 
last week. That’s an 
increase of 4.56 per cent.

That tax hit is based 
on an average home with 
an assessed value of just 
$354,500, with 3.3 per cent 
going to regional services 
and a 1.26 per cent for 
police. Regional council 
approved a 2022 police 
budget increase of $10.4 
million, or 5.6 per cent, 
despite calls for larger 
cuts to help pay for other 
social services.

The region is still 
increasing its social 
spend, however, particu-
larly on housing.  

Tax-supported program 
spending will surpass $1 
billion – $1,003,337,000, 
up from 2021’s $977,958 
– in an operating budget 

Much of the increase goes to housing, 
BIPOC issues and policing

that’s grown by 2.6 per 
cent. It’s committed more 
than $150 million to hous-
ing initiatives, helping 
to build 2,500 affordable 
homes in five years while 
improving shelter capac-
ity for the homeless.

There’s also consid-
erable new spending 
for diversity and equity 
programs, including 
another $10 million for 
programs aimed at Indig-
enous, Black, African, 
Caribbean, racialized 
and other marginalized 
communities.

As in past years, the 
region is also spending 
more on transit, despite 
falling ridership numbers.

While most taxpayers 
won’t see direct bene-
fits, particularly in the 
townships, there’s a 
social-good component 
to the 2022 budget, says 
Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz.

“Some it is obviously 
going into the cost of 
roads and all of that. Some 
of it is going into policing. 

Region sees 4.56% 
tax hike for 2022 
in passing budget

→ REGION BUDGET 4

29 regional BIPOC organizations, including Bring on the Sunshine, receive funding
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Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

For wills & powers of attorney 
completed between Jan. 4/22. 
and Jan. 31/22.

 For all of you who have been
meaning to get your will done but

just haven’t gotten around to it. 

 $25 OFFPER
PERSON

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Michelle Barbosa-Macedo Licensed Paralegal

Brent Wiancko B.A (Hons.);  M.A. (History), M.A. (Public History), J.D.

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

pre-
orde

r

reQu
ired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

CLOSED January 1-11, 2022

Roast Beef or Bone-in Ham (2-4 people) includes:
coleslaw, rolls, meat, potato, vegetable, dessert

Fri Dec 31
8am-7:30pm

work together whenever 
it’s needed. We make the 
impossible happen and 
we’re going to keep doing 
that. It’s been a long jour-
ney and clearly we have 
some hard times ahead of 
us as well but were doing 
it together, everyone as a 
community.”

St. Mary’s General 
Hospital president Lee 
Fairclough said she was 
happy to see how quickly 
so many partners in the 
community came together 
during the pandemic in 
support of the frontline 
healthcare workers.

“I think we are in a 
better place as a health 
system to respond. I think 
back to 2020 in wave one 
and you’ll remember we 
were trying to figure out 
what did testing even 
mean. We were trying to 
orient our staff with new 
infection control prac-
tices, we were trying to 
really open up new spaces 
to be sure we were ready to 
respond to the impact of 
cases we were going to see. 
When I think about where 
we were in 2020 and where 
we are today from a health 
system perspective – we’ve 
got a lab system, we’ve got 
a testing system, we’ve got 
a vaccine system. We also 
have incredible partner-
ships, we also have worked 
across sectors, across long 
term care, acute care, 
home care, primary care, 
social sectors in a way we 
never had,” said Fair-
clough.

The staff at St. Mary’s in 
Kitchener are bracing for 
the new Omicron variant 

as it arises in the commu-
nity, noted Fairclough, 
staying hopeful after 
seeing how far the region 
has come since the first 
case was announced.

“I’m worried about 
what’s coming. I think we 
are in a much better place 
to address it and come 
together quickly to do it. I 
think the community also 
has a better understanding 
of what needs to happen. 
So those two things give 
me a little bit of hope.”

The region’s medical 
officer of health, Dr. Hsiu- 
Li Wang, has been help-
ing lead the community 
through the pandemic 
from the start. 

“We’ve come a long way. 
Imagine the risk we would 
be seeing if we didn’t have 
75 per cent of our popu-
lation already with two 
doses. I think it’s easy to 
forget that because of the 

magnitude of what we 
know is coming our way,” 
she said. “I think we have 
to remember that every 
brick we have built over 
time in that wall of vaccine 
protection against COVID-
19 and its variants. All of 
that counts when you are 
faced with a new threat – 
it’s always better to have 
a stronger or higher wall 
than a lower one. Our 
community has come a 
long way.” 

One of the biggest 
impacts Wang noticed 
over the last two years was 
how quickly the commu-
nity was able to adapt to 
the new changes, follow-
ing public health guide-
lines as much as possible. 

“We have seen changes 
in people’s behavior, 
changes in people’s social 
contact that have changed 
the trajectory of where we 
were headed.” 

Bruce Lauckner, the 
region’s chief administra-
tive officer, recalled the 
first time he heard about 
COVID and the impact it 
would possibly have on 
the area. 

“I remember the first 
call from the minister’s 
office in January of 2020. I 
was at a volleyball tourna-
ment and I remember my 
wife looking at me because 
I was very, very pale and 
frankly scared because 
I really thought that we 
were years and years 
and years before we’d 
even develop a vaccine 
and thought how many 
hundreds and millions of 
people will pass away. It’s 
over five million people 
have tragically died from 
this. At the same time, I 
can’t thank the commu-
nity and all the partners at 
this table for all the lives 
that were saved, how many 
people were saved because 
measurements were 
taken before we received 
COVID vaccines, and how 
many lives will continue 
to be saved, not only in 
the short term but in the 
long term with things like 
long COVID because of 
the measures that people 
will take including in the 
coming weeks.”

Lauckner said he 
appreciated the way the 
community responded to 
the pandemic and is still 
responding today.

“Our community has 
stepped up, and that 
hasn’t happened, as we’ve 
seen, with every commu-
nity in the world. I’m so 
proud to be a resident of 
this region.”

those most impacted by 
the ongoing and systemic 
racial disparities that exist 
in our community.”

This type of funding 
ensures KWCF is support-
ing all parts of the commu-
nity, noted Heald.

“Launching this racial 
equity fund has intro-
duced us to organizations 
that are Black, Indigenous 
or people of colour-led 
that we maybe didn’t 
know about before and, 
conversely, introduced 
KWCF as a funding option 
to organizations that are 
Black, Indigenous, or 
people of colour-led that 
didn’t know about us.”

Along with Bring on the 
Sunshine, funds went to 
Lion’s Mane Ministry in 
Breslau and the Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre.  

The funding was 
welcomed by Bring on the 
Sunshine executive direc-
tor Alice Penny.

“Bring on the Sunshine 

PANDEMIC: Getting shots in people’s arms the priority since vaccines released
→FROM 3

has been doing this 
community work for about 
12 years, but since the tran-
sition and the whole Black 
Lives Matter thing, what 
I’ve appreciated with KW 
Community Foundation  
is their ability to respond 
to what the Black commu-
nity was saying, because 
we’ve been complaining 
about all these systemic 
barriers with funding 
process and the applica-
tions or even just what 
they’re offering. It really 
has responded to what 
organizations like mine 
have been saying, whether 
it’s how labour-inten-
sive the processes are or 
whether it’s the language 
that allows us to articulate 
what we’re actually doing. 
I’ve just found they’ve 
probably been the most 
adaptive and responsive 
to what people who are 
looking for funding have 
been frustrated with in the 
Black community.”

Some of the funding will 

be used for Bring on the 
Sunshine’s new kids’ club. 

“We have been building 
a Bring on the Sunshine 
kids’ club. Part of what we 
like to do is engage youth 
on different levels, so we 
have university-age youth 
who are working with the 
younger youth, kind of 
mentoring this generation 
and they’re mentoring the 
generation that’s beneath 
them and seeing ways in 
which to engage the whole 
family unit as well,” she 
explained.

“We do a festival in 
February for Black History 
Month that is all in cele-
bration of who we are and 
also gives opportunities 
for the youth to do so.”

Due to the pandemic, 
everything Bring on the 
Sunshine did in the last 
year or so was online, 
giving them little interac-
tion with the community 
or the youth they mentor. 

“Younger people have 
struggled a lot, especially 

Some of its going into 
climate action, and some 
of its going into housing. 
Some of its going into 
social issues like equity, 
diversity and inclusion 
and providing resources 
in that area,” she said of 
the increased spending 
planned for 2022, noting 
what individual taxpayers 
get out of that is a matter 
of opinion.

“I guess that depends on 
your own personal point 
of view whether you think 
those things are import-
ant or not right. There’s 
some people that would 
feel like any one of those 
are important, then there 
are some people who 
would feel like any one of 
those is really not import-
ant. We do our best to try 
to balance all of that.”

She noted that spending 
was scaled back through 
the budget deliberations, 
pointing to lowering tran-
sit increases by scaling 
back service to 90 per cent 
of pre-pandemic levels.

Wellesley Mayor Joe 
Nowak notes residents of 

his township aren’t on the 
hook for some of the costs, 
including transit, but the 
budget process involved 
a great deal of back-and 
forth, particularly on the 
police budget. 

“There’s some give and 
take on those discussions. 
I know the upstream 
initiatives that Coun. 
(Tom) Galloway and 
others were advocating 
for, some of that was 
approved,” he said of calls 
for more social services 
funding rather than more 
police spending. “It was 
balanced, they found a 
way to balance that. A 
little bit of give and take.”

Other expenditures 
include $2.5 million for 
climate action, with 
plans to renew facilities 
to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and track fleet 
emissions. Also on the list 
is increasing paramedic 
services by adding two 
fully staffed ambulances 
while expanding commu-
nity paramedicine, lead-
ing to a budget hike of 8.4 
per cent to $48.8 million 
from $45 million.

REGION BUDGET: Other spending 
focuses on paramedics, climate action 

→FROM 3

BIPOC FUNDING: KWCF fund ensures support for all facets of the community
→FROM 3 when school was abso-

lutely all online. I think 
just the increased need 
for those connections, 
meaningful connections 
with the youth, but also 
without enough resources 
or as the world is always 
having to shift – you don’t 
start out knowing any of it 
but you very quickly have 
to always learn to adapt to 
what the environment is. 
I think that adaptability 
has been a requirement of 
where the world is right 
now. The needs of the 
communities have also 
increased as well, because 
I think the young people 
and the older people 
they’ve needed those 
touch points, those oppor-
tunities to have those 
conversations,” explained 
Penny about some of the 
biggest challenges her 
organization faced.

More information about 
KWCF’s racial equity fund 
can be found online at 
www.kwcf/racial-equity.
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Elmira Medical Centre
2 Park Ave. W., Elmira

BEGINNING JANUARY 2022
ELMIRA MEDICAL PATIENTS 25 

YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER…
We are currently able to provide 

vaccinations at a limited capacity.

YOUR OPTIONS…..
1. If you wish to receive your covid-19 vaccination 

here, please call our office ONLY at 519-897-8223 
and leave a message. Our nurse will call you back 
to schedule a time. 

Please only call once. We are giving 
the Moderna/Spikevax vaccine.

2. OR PLEASE REGISTER WITH A PHARMACY 
OR THE REGION OF WATERLOO.

ATTENTION PATIENTS OF 
ELMIRA MEDICAL

VACCINE    CLINICS

www. .ca

Pick a local best seller in time for the holidays!
My Side of the Dam: The 
Retrospective 1996-2003
by Allen D. Martin is now
available at:

Mon. 8:00 – 6:00
Tues. 8:00 – 9:00
Wed. 8:00 – 6:00
Thurs. 8:00 – 9:00

122 Church St W Elmira
877-595-7585

Fri. 8:00 – 9:00
Sat. 8:00 – 6:00
Sun. Closed

Instock!

Find unique local gifts for your favourite
newspaper reader online at:

Canadian record for 
high temperature at 
49.6 degrees Celsius in 
June, which was close to 
24 degrees higher than 
normal. Almost 600 
people died prematurely, 
almost half of those were 
in just two days. The heat 
also contributed to the 
second on the list, which 
was BC’s Flood of Floods.  

The third weather event 
on the list was the dry 
weather experienced coast 
to coast, that was diffi-
cult on farmers. The lack 
of summer rains in the 
west caused some of the 
wildfires, many historians 
compared it the 1930s.

“The number-three 
story this year is ‘Canada 
Dry coast to coast.’ What 
was extraordinary about 
the drought in Canada 
this year was that it was so 
widespread, so intensely 
dry and so long last. The 
seeds of this were sewn 
long before the season it 
occurred in. In Winnipeg, 
for example, it was the 
driest two years, back-to-
back in their history and 
weather records go back 
to the 1880s. From British 
Columbia to northwest-
ern Ontario, it was one of 
the driest summers in 75 
years, not a drop of rain 
in some places,” noted 
Phillips.“We also found 
that more than 40 per cent 
of the days were hot days 
above 30. The impact on 
the food producing sector 
was devastating – it cost 
the economy billions of 
dollars and the price of 
food has gone up because 
of the drought and farmers 
in some cases lost every-
thing.”

Four, five and six were 
also heavy burdens on 
Canada’s economy and 
environment. In fourth 
spot, they listed the 
wildfire season that was 
felt coast to coast. Across 
Canada, there were 2,500 
more fires than in 2020. 
BC saw the worst of the 
flames, as 90 per cent of 
the town of Lytton was 
destroyed, along with two 
fatalities. The fires were 
fast and aggressive, it 
prompted 50,000 evacua-
tions and a province-wide 
state of emergency. 

Fire crews were brought 
on board to help from 
across Canada, Mexico 
and the Canadian military 
was sent in, totaling 5,300 
wildfire firefighters. 

Ranked fifth was 
Canada’s continuous heat 
waves: 2021 ranked as the 
fifth warmest season in 
the past 74 years. From the 
start of May through the 
end of August, heat waves 
warmed up Canadian 
streets far past normal 

summer temperatures. 
The fourth heat wave was 
felt nationally, and lasted 
for two to three weeks. 

At number six on the 
list was the ‘Year of the F2 
Tornado.’ Quebec expe-
rienced an F2 Tornado 
at the end of June that 
took the life of a man 
seeking refuge, the first 
tornado fatality in Quebec 
to happen in the last 27 
years.  On July 15, with 
very little warning,  an F2 
tornado touched down 
near Barrie. Eyewitnesses 
report no prior rain or 
thunderstorm happened 
beforehand, giving them 
little time to seek shelter. 

“F2 tornadoes, they 
don’t always occur in 
Canada. They’re pretty 
powerful, anywhere from 
178 to 220 kilometres an 
hour, and we had several 
in Canada. The big event 
was the destructive and 
powerful tornado that hit 
Barrie, Ontario. What was 
surprising about the storm 
was there was no nature 
warning to it. Often in a 
tornado, some winds come 
up and thunder and light-
ning and a green, pinky, 
black sky – so you just 
know something is going 
to happen, but it was like a 
sneak attack,” said Phillips 
about the tornado that hit 
his hometown. “It wasn’t 
the only F2 tornado that 
day, there was a family 
of seven of them that hit 
parts of Ontario.”

Seventh on the list 
was the arctic blast that 
froze Canada in February. 
Last winter was mild for 
Canada until February 
came and brought a rough 
blast from Siberia. At the 
same time, a high-pres-
sure system over Green-
land was growing fast and 
drawing mild air up along 
the Atlantic coast. This 
created temperatures of 
20 degrees below normal 
in Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan. The centre of the 
blast hovered over the 
Prairies for two weeks 
while wrapping itself 
around the country. On 
Valentine’s Day weekend, 
every bit of the country 
was frozen while the Prai-
ries were under extreme 
cold warnings. 

Taking the eighth spot 
on Environment Canada’s 
top 10 weather events of 
the year was Calgary’s 
hail. For the second year in 
a row, Calgary hailstorms 
made it onto the list due 
the amount of damage 
they caused; storm losses 
on July 2 accounted for 
39,000 insurance claims 
that exceed $555 million. 
Calgary has earned itself 
a reputation for being the 
hailstorm capital of the 
world. 

Ninth was titled, 
‘Hurricane Larry belongs 
to Newfoundland.’ Both 
2020 and 2021 had record 
active hurricane seasons, 
30 last year and 21 this 
year. Hurricane Larry 
developed off the coast 
of West Africa and made 
history as the longest-liv-
ing major hurricane in 
the Atlantic basin. At the 
beginning of September, 
Larry entered Canada as 
a category 2 hurricane 
with winds sustaining 155 
kilometres an hour. 

Coming in at number 
10 was January’s prairie 
clipper. The back end 
of an atmospheric river 
from the Pacific Ocean 
turned into an intense 
weather event for Alberta 
and across the western 
Prairies. High speed 
winds took away anything 
off the ground it could. 
The rain and freezing 
rain quickly tuned into 
blowing snow creating 
slick conditions on top of 
high-speed winds, many 
highways reported zero 
visibility during the bliz-
zard. The storm resulted 
in $155 million in insur-
ance claims, with most 
of the losses reported in 
Saskatchewan. 

“The year began as 
it ended with an atmo-
spheric river. The storm 
featured powerful winds, 
there were 75 stations in 
Alberta and Saskatchewan 
that had winds above 100 
kilometres an hour and 
many of those stations 
reported all-time high 
gusts. It created slick 
highways and stranded 
vehicles on closed roads, 
capsized semi-trailers. 
About 500,000 westerners 
lost power during that 
particular storm,” said 
Phillips. 

Although Phillips 
doesn’t hold a magic 
crystal ball to predict 
what next year’s weather 
will be like for Canada, he 
suggests major weather 
events such as what 
happened in the past year 
will continue. He noted 
these are examples of 
climate change in Canada.

“I think the evidence 
is becoming clear – and 
this year it’s a lot more 
clear – we’re experienc-
ing more frequent and 
intense extremes and this 
is leading to more disas-
ter, not only at home but 
around the world. Thou-
sands of Canadians began 
seeing climate change as a 
clear and present danger. 
Before, it was something 
scientists have been 
warning about for years 
and now it came to pass, 
I think, for many Canadi-
ans,” said Phillips. 

He noted many extreme 

weather events were 
followed by others in the 
next season because of 
the what the heat, drought 
and fires can do to prime 
land for when intense 
rain hits, which causes 
flooding. 

“Before this year very 
few Canadians experi-
enced temperature of 40 
degrees. The insane heat 
left millions overheated, 
melted asphalt, buckled 
highways, fruit baked on 
trees and tragically the 
hottest week was the dead-
liest in Canadian history. 
In the end, scientists 

concluded unequivocally 
that this blistering heat 
would have been virtu-
ally impossible without 
climate warmth.”

Phillips noted that 
many parts of Canada 
will experience different 
weather events, no part of 
Canada will be immune to 
these dangers. 

“I think it’s going to 
be everyone’s issue to 
deal with. I’m optimistic 
I think we can do some-
thing about it – through 
cutting back on our fossil 
fuels but also adapting, 
recognizing the fact that 

nature has changed and 
we have to change to. We 
know the future is going 
to be warmer, that’s the 
safest forecast of all and 
warm weather does create 
wild extremes,” reported 
Phillips. 

“What we saw in 2021 
has become impossible 
to ignore and forget, I 
think hopefully it might 
be the turning point and 
confirmation for a lot of 
Canadians that there is 
clear and present link 
between climate change 
and extreme weather. It’s 
not so subtle anymore.”

WEATHER: Extremes lead the list, and we’re likely to see more of those kinds of events given climate-change issues
→FROM 1



THE OBSERVER | Thursday, December 30, 2021 | 6 

When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get  
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

Opinion “Since the pandemic began more 
people are living in poverty, while the 
wealthiest have become even richer. 
It’s shameful that the government is 
standing by and letting this happen.” 
NDP MP Leah Gazan presents a private member’s bill, Bill 
C-223, to develop a national framework for a permanent 
guaranteed livable basic income. 

There's no time like Christmas to demon-
strate pets are part of the family, as 
93.5% of pet owners will do some-
thing special during the holiday season; 
58% will buy a gift for their pet, 41% of 
people make a special meal and 33% 
will dress their pets up for the occasion.  
Wild Earth survey

Verbatim The Monitor

A year ago, on the verge of 2021, there was some 
optimism in putting 2020 and its all-encom-
passing pandemic behind us. The prospect of 
a vaccine was a powerful driver of an upbeat 

take on a new year.
A year later, vaccines are widely available, and have 

been embraced by most area residents, a trend reflected 
in provincial and national numbers. Still, we’re seeing a 
surge in COVID-19 cases due to the most recent variant, and 
restrictions are being re-imposed. The upbeat feeling about 
a new year we were experiencing 365 days ago seems a little 
misguided just now.

In that light, are we feeling any better about the prospects 
for 2022? 

The psychological impact of switching to a new calendar 
aside, there will be no discernible difference between today 
and the day after tomorrow, as our arrival in 2022 not bring-
ing any immediate changes. That’s not to downplay the 
mental shift that comes every year at this time, especially 
given the (more iffy) prospect of putting behind us the coro-
navirus pandemic that made 2021 a year also as much worth 
forgetting as 2020.

January 1 won’t bring an immediate end to our woes, but 
the new year does offer us hope for an end to a crisis that will 
be two years old before winter turns to spring again, though 
few of us believed we’d be dealing with harsh restrictions for 
more than a few weeks, let alone the better part of two years.

The coming of a new year is seen as a fresh start, however, 
a time for deciding what needs to be changed and where 
to go next. It’s for these reasons that so many people make 
new year’s resolutions to accomplish things such as to 
exercise more, quit smoking, pay off debt, save more money, 
complete projects, get organized, further education, lose 
weight, and the like.

Perhaps there’s an endless optimism that we can change, 
that we can be better – which, of course, recognizes that we 
all have something in our lives that we wish to alter. Psychol-
ogists tells us this is normal human behaviour, adding that 
the tough part is actually following through on the impulse 
for self improvement. In other words, fantasizing about a 
better you, about an idealized version of you – most of us can 
actually picture ourselves that way – will remain just that: a 
fantasy. Unless, that is, we are willing to work hard to make 
the dream a reality.

It may be different in 2022, of course, as we’re champing at 
the bit to do at least a little bit more than has been the norm 
again this year (the situation just now is very much a déjà vu 
of 2020). Again, that will have to wait beyond January, and 
beyond the usual timeframe in which our resolutions falter 
and then fall away, typically within days or weeks of the New 
Year’s arrival.

Right off the hop, we’re in the midst of another pseu-
do-lockdown: there’ll be no running off to the gym at this 
point (and no guilt for not returning after the first day or 
two). That doesn’t prevent us, however, from getting out for a 
walk, or walking away from the television or dinner table. 

More to the point, we’ll all have to resolve to stay the 
course. As the restrictions indicate, too many of us were 
failing to follow the guidelines – especially those about 
social distancing and staying home – such that there was a 
big jump in the number of COVID-19 cases. The accelerated 
use of booster vaccines does nothing to change the situation 
in the short- and medium-term: only by continuing to take 
precautions can we hope to reverse the upward trend and 
ensure more of us are around to enjoy the planned-for return 
to normalcy, however long that takes and how frustrated 
we’ve become.

In the meantime, it’s up to governments to focus on 
making booster shots available in a quick, drop-in fashion. 
Anything less is failure, a horrible way to start a new year.

New year doesn’t hold much 
promise on pandemic front

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

THE RIGHT ENEMY CAN 
BE a major asset in politics, 
as Chilean voters have just 
demonstrated once again. All 
the opinion polls had the two 
presidential candidates neck 
and neck before Sunday’s elec-
tion, but a few days before the 
vote it came out that the father 
of far-right candidate José Anto-
nio Kast was a Nazi.

Everybody knew that the 
elder Kast had fought in Hitler’s 
army as a teenager, but new 
documents surfaced last week 
showing that he actually joined 
the Nazi Party in 1944. People 
will forgive a lot of things in the 
young, but a Nazi teenager? And 
everybody already knew that 
Kast idolized his father as much 
as he revered Chile’s former 
dictator, Gustavo Pinochet.

So the left-wing candidate, 
Gabriel Boric, won the election 
with a 12 per cent lead. Or more 
precisely, Kast lost it, because 
the electorate was reminded 
exactly where Kast’s ideas (and 
Pinochet’s) came from. He was, 
in fact, the perfect candidate for 
Boric to beat.

In the same spirit, Joe Biden’s 
advisers are praying that Donald 
Trump stays alive and out of jail 
long enough to win the Repub-
lican presidential nomination 
in 2024. President Emmanuel 

The right enemy can make 
or break election chances

ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

Macron hopes that racist TV 
pundit Éric Zemmour is his 
main rival in France’s April elec-
tion. And Britain’s Labour Party 
wants Boris Johnson to remain 
prime minister.

That may be tricky, because 
Johnson is a car-crash of a 
human being.

In the past month and a bit, 
he has:

 � lost a Conservative 
member of parliament 
guilty of lobbying for 
cash whom he tried and 
failed to get out of trouble 
by changing the rules;

 � suffered a landslide 
defeat in the subsequent 
by-election to replace 
that MP in a ‘safe’ seat 
that has voted Conser-
vative for 200 years;

 � had to rely on Labour 
Party votes to get his latest 
anti-COVID measures 
through parliament 
in a vote where 99 
members of his own 
party voted against him;

 � been outed for holding 
several Christmas parties 
at his own house (No. 

10 Downing Street) last 
year when everybody 
else was in lockdown;

 � and wound up trail-
ing opposition leader 
Keir Starmer badly in 
opinion polls, having 
always been far ahead 
of him in the past.

Johnson was known as ‘the 
greased piglet’ by a former 
employer, and a big part of his 
appeal to the voters was the way 
he could wriggle out of every 
scrape he got himself into. 
His brazen lies and shambolic 
manner were just part of his 
charm; he was a lovable ‘scamp,’ 
not really a cheat and a liar.

His own party never liked 
or trusted him; it made him 
leader because he could win 
elections. But Conservatives 
are historically ruthless with 
failed leaders, and now they are 
having doubts about Johnson’s 
electoral value.

As a former Conservative 
cabinet minister told ‘The 
Guardian’: “The old Boris 
brand, the old Boris shtick, 
doesn’t work anymore. And the 
consequence of that is a better-
than-50% chance he’ll be dead 
[politically speaking] by the end 
of next year.” Cue panic in the 
Labour Party, which was count-

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs

→DYER 8
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KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

The evolution of the ice-fishing sled

catapults and battering 
rams.

Having practical 
experience in primitive 
behaviour and ice fishing, I 
recently put forth a theory. 
I suspect that one day a 
Neolithic do-it-yourselfer 
decided to build his wife a 
sleigh so that it would be 
easier to get their brood of 
children up to the moun-
tain cave in which they 
lived. This would have 
worked, too, had rope tech-
nology been a little more 
advanced. Luckily, the kids 
jumped off, but they left 
their homework, which in 
those days was carved on 
stone tablets, on board. As 
a result, the sled merely 
wiped out the village 
below and continued half-
way across an icy lake.

There, a primitive ice 
angler, with a far less 
advanced willow gad than 

most of us now use, discov-
ered it after it slid into him 
and knocked him flat on 
his back.

“What luck!” he said, 
after regaining conscious-
ness. “The gods have 
clearly given me a vehicle 
to sit on and place my ice 
fishing gear in too.”

Gear in those days 
consisted of a thorn fash-
ioned into a hook, a line 
made of sinew, and a dozen 
frozen worms. (Worms 
were in fact the only bait 
used during those dark 
times. Minnows only came 
into common use later, 
after primitive man found 
a cure for worms.) This 
lack of gear meant there 
was room for an angler to 
sit on the sled when he was 
going downhill towards 
the lake. 

That discovery, by the 
way, coincided with the 
introduction of the phrase 
“Ahhhhhhhhhhh!”

Sometime later, primi-
tive man learned not to sit 
on an ice fishing sled that 

was at the top of a steep, 
icy slope above a lake. We 
are still learning that you 
should not accidentally 
step on them either.

Since then, there have 
been great advancements 
in ice fishing sleds. Most 
notably, we have made 
them lighter, which 
means they are more able 
to harness the power of 
the wind to launch sharp 
hooks at us and batter us 
while we are not looking. 
Also, this gave them the 
ability to give the angler 
chasing them multiple 
charley horses while 
running all over the lake in 
their pursuit.

I actually believe it is 
better to store them inside 
to keep them from conspir-
ing with the wind. Which is 
why I brought mine out the 
other day to store in the 
basement.

After I was done my wife 
yelled, “Did you say some-
thing?”

Just “Ahhhhhhhhhhh!” 
I replied.

Some vehicles are 
dangerous because 

they tempt you to drive 
too fast. Other vehicles are 
difficult to control at high 
speeds. And a few cause 
peril because they handle 
poorly in icy, windy, or 
snowy conditions.  

The typical ice fishing 
sled makes those vehicles 
look like baby carriages.

I was thinking this the 
other day when I extri-
cated mine from the shed. 
By the time it was out, I 
was sporting several new 
scrapes, a fat lip, and a 
few minor contusions. Of 
course, those who own an 
ice fishing sled know I got 
off easy.

In fact, I have it on good 
authority that the first ice 
fishing sled was found in a 
Neolithic grave still above 
the ice angler it ran over.

Even now, historians are 
trying to ascertain how the 
ice fishing sled came to be. 
After all, until then, their 
weapons of mass destruc-
tion were limited to mere 
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Apple Inc. recently 
warned that draft 

rules from the Euro-
pean Union requiring 
the company to open its 
mobile operating system 
to third-party apps would 
pose a security risk to its 
users.

A statement from the 
company, which expanded 
on comments made by 
CEO Tim Cook, said that if 
it were required to support 
the “sideloading” of apps 
(that is, not directly from 
its App Store), it would be 
“easier for cybercriminals 
to target them.”

The proposed Digital 
Markets Act, however, 
is an example of good 
legislation coming out of 
Europe. It aims to estab-
lish a set of “narrowly 
defined objective criteria 
for qualifying a large 
online platform as a 
so-called ‘gatekeeper.’” It 
would focus primarily on 
“large, systemic online 
platforms” that meet three 
criteria: 

The company must 
have a strong economic 
position. 

The company must 
have a good intermedia-
tion position. That is, it 
links a large user base to a 
similarly large number of 
businesses. 

The company must have 
an entrenched and dura-
ble position in the market. 

Under the proposed 
legislation, new inno-

App neutrality is a big 
step toward freedom 

for tech users
Restricting the anti-competitive 
behaviour of Apple and Google will allow 
users to enjoy any software they prefer 
on their devices

vators and tech start-
ups would no longer be 
hindered by monopolistic, 
duopolistic or gatekeep-
ing behaviour from big 
tech companies that 
already dominate rele-
vant markets. It means 
Apple won’t be able to 
decide what apps users 
are allowed to install on 
their mobile devices. 
It would also stop the 
company from engag-
ing in anti-competitive 
behaviour designed to 
drive its hardware users to 
become entrenched in its 
software ecosystem.

The proposed Digital 
Markets Act poses a huge 
problem for Apple – 
increasingly a software and 
services business that uses 
its hardware wing as a gate-
way to attract customers.

This year, Apple’s 
services revenue reached 
US$16.9 billion in the first 
quarter of the year – up 
from US$13.3 billion just 
a year earlier. Apple now 
has a subscription music 
service, subscription tele-
vision service, an online 
cloud service, Microsoft 
Office-like apps and more.

Apple is even working 
to make it difficult for 
iPhone and iPad users to 
use non-Apple services 
for games, forcing users 
to subscribe to its Apple 
Arcade game plan.

While Apple hasn’t 
explicitly banned other 

The Editor’s 
column returns 
January 3, 2022
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In some countries New Year’s 
Eve is also referred to as Old 
Year’s Day or Saint Sylvester’s 
Day on Dec 31.

In Spain it is tradition to eat 
twelve churros on each chime 
of the clock in the countdown 
to midnight. LaBamba is the 
first song traditionally played 
to usher in the new year.

The most boisterous 
countdowns in history 
happened April 4, 1932 in 
Finland. The countries 
experiment with Prohibition 
came to an end.

 ↆ You can play online by reading any online post at www.
observerxtra.com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct 
immediately.
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ing on having Johnson 
as the enemy in the next 
election.

Democratic Party 
strategists in the United 
States are similarly 
anxious about Donald 
Trump’s political health. 
They know that Trump’s 
base will vote for him no 
matter what he does, but 
they calculate that the 
‘floating’ voters who were 
seduced by his shtick last 
time will have serious 
reservations after his 
claims of a stolen election 
and his role in the assault 

on the Capitol.
Any other Republican 

candidate could also count 
on the votes of Trump’s 
‘base’ (except Mike Pence), 
but they could also expect 
to draw a lot more of the 
floating voters. That could 
deliver a Republican 
presidential win in 2024, 
so Donald is definitely 
the Democrats’ preferred 
Republican candidate 
(though they must never 
say so in public).

As for Emmanuel 
Macron, his preferred 
opponent in the decisive 
second round of next 

April’s election is Éric 
Zemmour, who is so far 
right that he scares the 
horses, or, failing that, the 
perennial neo-fascist-lite 
candidate Marine Le Pen. 
Macron’s nightmare is 
having to face Valérie 
Pécresse, the new leader of 
Les Républicains.

She is reasonable 
enough to compete with 
Macron for the centre-
right vote, but conserva-
tive enough to win the 
Catholic vote and good 
enough with the ‘immigra-
tion’ dog-whistle to draw 
some of the racist vote. 

In one opinion poll this 
month, she actually beat 
Macron in the hypotheti-
cal second round.

The question is whether 
she can beat both Le Pen 
and Zemmour in the 
first round, and Macron 
will be praying that she 
can’t. But the assumption 
in every case, French, 
American and British, is 
that populist demagogues 
are now easier to beat than 
traditional right-wing poli-
ticians.

Maybe that’s true, but all 
three countries are a long 
way from Chile.

DYER: Politicians would prefer to face certain extreme candidates on the right
→DYER 6

game platforms, it has 
opted for a constructive 
dismissal-style approach 
that gives the company 
plausible deniability. 
The App Store, where 
people download apps 
and services approved 
by Apple, requires the 
developers/owners of apps 
to hand over 30 per cent 
of revenue made through 
those apps. For some, it’s 
a price worth paying to tap 
into a market of 1.5 billion 
active iOS devices. But 
it destroys the business 
model of others. 

Epic Games filed a 
lawsuit against Apple over 
its 30 per cent rate, argu-
ing that it made services 
prohibitively expensive to 
the end-user and impacted 
the gaming compa-
ny’s revenue structure. 
Microsoft experienced 
similar trouble and was 
forced to drop its launch 
of a game-streaming Xbox 
service on iPhone, instead 
encouraging users to 

access the service through 
a browser.

iPhone and iPad users 
who prefer non-Apple 
game streaming services 
are forced to use buggy 
and less-than-conve-
nient traditional websites 
to play those games 
because gaming provid-
ers wouldn’t be able to 
maintain a subscription 
streaming model if 30 
per cent of that monthly 
revenue were handed over 
to Apple.

How can Apple claim 
this is a matter of security?

There’s are compelling 
arguments for this new 
European legislation.

Restricting Apple’s 
anti-competitive 
behaviour allows users to 
enjoy any software they 
prefer on their phones. 
And it rolls back big tech’s 
ability to censor social 
media apps that conser-
vatives typically prefer. 
And it threatens the 
Apple-Google duopoly of 
the last decade.

The Digital Markets 
Act is a start, and the 
reasonable next step is 
app neutrality. Alterna-
tive operating systems 
and platforms outside 
of Google Android and 
Apple iOS must be able 
to compete in this mobile 
device space.

Not only do Google and 
Apple control what apps 
can be installed on their 
operating systems, but 
they establish hurdles that 
make it harder for compet-
ing ecosystems to use 
these same apps. Develop-
ers may produce software 
that can easily run on 
other platforms, but those 
platforms are denied 
access to the software by 
the Google-Apple duopoly 
– making it impossible for 
users to choose non-Apple 
and non-Google devices 
to perform everyday tasks 
like online banking, using 
social media and viewing 
content.

Google blocks full 
use of apps developed 

for Android on compet-
ing operating systems, 
including Amazon’s 
Fire OS, the now-retired 
BlackBerry 10 OS and 
the upcoming Windows 
11 operating system, by 
denying access to Google 
Play services.

Android apps techni-
cally run on those operat-
ing systems, but many run 
inefficiently or without 
full access to various 
services simply because 
Google denies access to 
those services.

If you want to use apps, 
you must use Apple or 
Google – and if you use 
Apple or Google, you must 
only use the apps they 
allow you to use.

The Digital Markets Act 
could be a step toward app 
neutrality and a freer oper-
ating system market that 
gives users a choice.

 ↆ Jack Buckby is a research 
associate with the Frontier 
Centre for Public Policy.

TAMING TECH: App neutrality would let consumers throw off the shackles
→DYER 6

Include your 2021 baby in 
the Observer’s annual

BABIES OF THE YEAR!
Introduce your little one to 
the community — it’s our 
cutest edition of the year!

Order and pay online at:
observerxtra.com/babies
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Business Some 28% of workers said they plan to look 
for a new job in the first half of 2022, up 
from 21% six months ago. The top reasons 
are to secure a salary boost (59%), greater 
appreciation for their skills and contribu-
tions (38%) and the ability to work remotely 
permanently (35%), finds a Robert Half 
survey.

 A majority of Canadian business leaders 
are optimistic about the general economy 
and their own organization, according to a 
new survey conducted for Chartered Profes-
sional Accountants of Canada; 52% reported 
being optimistic about the Canadian econ-
omy over the coming 12 months.

Workers on the move Some optimism out there

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

AS THE TOWNSHIPS 
PREPARE THEIR 2022 
budgets, they’ve got 
more provincial money to 
dedicate to infrastructure 
projects. Some $3.8 million 
in Wellesley, Wilmot and 
Woolwich, to be precise.

The money from the 
Ontario Community Infra-
structure Fund (OCIF) 
is part of an additional 
$1 billion the provincial 
government announced 
as part of last month’s fall 
economic statement.

“The funding will allow 
each township the finan-
cial stability to address 
their unique challenges 
in working towards 
economic recovery, renew-
ing and building infra-
structure, and creating 
jobs and opportunities 
for local communities,” 
said Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris in an 
announcement December 
17. 

Woolwich director of 
finance Richard Pethe-
rick said the additional 
funding follows recent 
increases in OCIF – in 
2021, the $631,000 the 
township received went 
into road-paving projects. 
The increase for 2022 will 
bring the total to some $1.4 
million.

“That’s a $780,000 
increase, which is abso-
lutely fantastic,” he said, 
noting the extra funding 
should allow the township 
to pursue more of the 
projects identified in a 
road-needs study.

“We’ve been using it 
for a lot of our hot-mix 
resurfacing and mainte-
nance paving – our capital 
paving program – and this 
just allows us to continue 
that level of investment 
that we’ve been making 
the past few years.”

In Wellesley Township, 
the funding for 2022 
amounts to $987,000, 
an increase of $486,000 
beyond this year’s grant, 
said treasurer Saleem 
Sandhu.

“It’s a fair amount – 
$486,000 is a quite high 
amount in terms of what 
we were getting before,” he 
said. “This will help a lot in 
our capital projects.”

It’s a list that includes 
upcoming work on Park 
Street in St. Clements 
and Queens Bush Road 
in Wellesley, as well as 
several bridge projects.

Increased funding from 
the province will help the 
township tackle the list, 
he said.

“Every municipality 
tries to fund their capital 
projects through putting 
money in reserves – and 

Townships receive big bump for infrastructure

Expect some of the extra infrastructure funding to go into paving projects. 

Everywhere you turn, 
suppliers are blam-

ing the supply chain for 
higher prices.

But do you ever wonder 
who the members of the 
supply chain are?

Suppliers! That’s who. 
And in agriculture, 

many suppliers are punt-
ing the high-price blame 
to others, with no or little 
explanation, insinuating 
that problems related to 
their part of the supply 
chain started elsewhere…
like the farm. 

But now this matter 
has landed on consum-
ers’ laps, and it’s time for 
suppliers to step up.

Take fertilizer prices, 
for example. They’ve gone 

through the roof in the 
past year. Farmers could 
end up paying as much 
as 200 per cent more 
for fertilizer this year 
compared to 2021. 

And who’s to blame?
Mosaic Fertilizer – the 

company whose logo you 
see midfield in Regina’s 
Taylor Field – is one of 
North America’s biggest 
suppliers. It has half of 
the U.S. potash-based 
fertilizer market. That is 
huge. And it’s among the 
companies connected to 
farmers’ big bills.

In an interview with 
Scoop magazine, Mosaic’s 
director of market and 
strategic analysis blamed 
the problem on – you 

guessed it – the supply 
chain. 

For example, produc-
tion costs are up, driven 
significantly by the 
price of the natural gas 
required to make potash 
into fertilizer.  

Demand is up too. 
As Mosaic notes, fertil-
izer demand follows 
commodity prices. 
When the prices farm-
ers get for crops are up, 
they buy more fertil-
izer, to get more yield. 
Crop prices are way up, 
because demand is up 

meat processors all say 
their costs are up, and 
I’m sure they are. Again, 
though, how about profits? 
In the US, lawmakers 
are fuming about meat 
processors making gobs of 
cash during the pandemic, 
running up prices while 
Americans scrambled to 
fill their freezers.

At the end of the line, 
retailers face consumers 
and say of course we too 
have to charge more, 
everyone’s costs are up. 
No wonder frustrated 
consumers are looking for 
alternatives.

The barely visible parts 
of the supply chain that 
can easily slip under the 
radar or pass the buck 

Just in time for Christmas, province invests $3.8 million in Wellesley, Woolwich and Wilmot from $1 billion OCIF fund

that indirectly comes from 
the taxpayer – for future 
projects. This amount will 
help us a lot to reduce our 

Hearing it’s the supply chain’s fault is maddening
need to consider what 
happens to their services 
when consumers start 
saying no thanks and 
push back.

In the face of this 
simmering situation, 
the Ontario Federation 
of Agriculture is launch-
ing an initiative in 2022 
called Connecting with 
Ontarians. It’s designed to 
encourage farmers to tell 
their stories and develop 
relationships with the 
public.

That’s where we should 
be able to get a true 
picture about what’s 
contributing to the price 
of food, from the real 
people who produce it. All 
this punting has to stop.

contribution to reserves 
and use this money for 
our capital projects,” said 
Sandhu.

The new funding is 
part of a provincial push 
to help with infrastruc-
ture projects in rural and 

Northern communities, 
said Harris.

“This is something 
that’s really been on the 
books for a while now. 
Our commitment is to 
bring this [funding] to $2 
billion over the next five 
years. We’ve seen about a 
billion of that already out 
the door. What it’s for is 
to repair roads, bridges, 
water and sewer infra-
structure, those types of 
things,” he said, noting the 
region’s townships have 
all had big increases. “It’s 
a pretty substantial bump 
from what they would 
have gotten last year.”

Longstanding infra-
structure issues may 
have become even more 
pronounced given the 
pandemic-led shift of 
people from the Toronto 
area to smaller municipal-
ities, he added.

“I think it’s a testament 
to us really paying atten-
tion to what’s going on 
from a growth perspective 
in our rural communities, 
as well,” said Harris.

“A lot of people have 
moved into the area here, 
and being able to keep up 
with the infrastructure 
needs with an influx of 
residents is very import-
ant. You certainly don’t 
want to start getting 
behind in these types of 
projects.”

and supplies are strained. 
So, the spotlight falls on 
farmers.

The Mosaic spokes-
person told Scoop the 
company empathizes 
with ag retailers and 
farmers’ “conundrum” 
of needing fertilizer and 
having to pay so much 
more for it.

Fine, then, do some-
thing about it. Take less 
profit.

It’s not all crops, 
though. Beef prices are 
soaring too, and once 
again the can is being 
kicked from supplier to 
supplier.

Energy producers, 
transportation compa-
nies, feed suppliers and 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought
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HAPPY
NEW YEAR 
All the best in 2022!

LIMITED 
TIME

Jan 1 -Jan 15/22 

www.newsmart.ca

The countdown to your new 
year’s resolutions has begun 
and we created something 
that can help you:

 Get organized
 Save money
 Waste less food
  Eliminate dinner stress
  Find inspiration for meals

SAVE $5.00 OFF our 
52 WEEK FAMILY MEAL PLANNER

with #NEWSYEAR code.

$5
SAVE

Shop and support your
local community newspaper.

New products coming in 2022!

Paid for by the 
Government of Ontario

BOOST
UP.
Book your booster today.

Protect yourself 
against COVID-19.

It’s up to all of us.

Visit ontario.ca/covid19
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Luxury Vinyl 
Plank Feature

$3.79 / sq. ft.

1⁄2 PRICE

PRE-INVENTORY

SPECIALS

Tel: 519-699-5411    www.LetUsFloorYou.ca    1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements, ON

Merry Christmas! Wishing You & Your Family 
a Blessed Holiday Season.

Numerous single room lots at

We will be open until noon on Fri, Dec 24th
CLOSED DEC 25TH- 28TH • Open until noon Dec 31st.

Carpet pad
OR area rug binding with all 
Carpet remnant Purchases

All in Stock Area Rugs

Save 30%
FREE

60 plus rugs to choose from60 plus rugs to choose from

30 Year Residential Warranty - Excellent Value
Three Colours in stock

7”x 72” with Pad Attached  Hardwoods, Laminates 
and Luxury Vinyl Plank

SPECIAL BUY
Vinyl Plank from Congoleum

6”x 36” Peel and Stick,
2000 sq ft available 99¢ / sq. ft.

Miscellaneous

Priced to sell

Cabinets 
and Vanities

SALE Features 
until January 15, 2022 

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

/MTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHSFOR $9.95

RENT SOFT WATER

CULLIGAN.COM
519-744-2248 | 427 GAGE AVE. KITCHENER

INFO@CULLIGANWATER.CA
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Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

Classifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Office
The Township office is open to walk-in public traffic. The following services can be 
accessed through our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, 

Trees, Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit
For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or call  
519-669-1647. For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
As per Ontario Regulation 645/21, all individuals who are entering indoor municipal 
recreation facilities will be required to provide proof of vaccination with enhanced 
certificate with QR code (effective January 4, 2022) along with ID. 
Starting on December 20, 2021, Ontario will also begin requiring proof of vaccination for 
youth aged 12 to 17 years of age participating in organized sports at recreational facilities. 
Exemptions include:

• Children under 12 years old
• Individuals with a medical exemption.  

Visitors must continue to Covid pre-screen prior to entering. 
Participants are asked to pre-register for all drop-in programs as capacities are limited.
We ask for your patience & understanding as our Recreation staff work to implement these 
new procedures to keep our patrons, volunteers & staff safe.

Public Health Information
Getting vaccinated protects you against hospitalization and serious outcomes caused by 
COVID-19.  Every single person who gets vaccinated helps to build up our wall of protection 
against COVID-19 in Waterloo Region. Get vaccinated today: www.regionofwaterloo.ca/
GetVaccinated.  You can also book your vaccination appointment through participating 
pharmacies or your family doctor.

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich intends to discuss the draft 
2022 budgets as required by section 290 of the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended:

• Tax-supported operating budget; and
• Tax-supported capital budget;

at 4 (four) special budget meetings on January 10th, January 13th, January 17th and 
January 20, 2022, each commencing at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers situated at 24 
Church Street West in Elmira and on Zoom and livestreamed to the Township of Woolwich 
YouTube Channel.
Richard Petherick, CPA, CMA
Director of Finance & Treasurer

We’ll be observing 
the holidays with 
family and friends.

Closed 
Friday December 24 

Reopening 
Monday January 3, 2022

Yule still get The Observer, but 
our office will be closed during 
the break. Your inquires will be 
responded to when we return. 

See you in 2022!   
Have a safe, happy 

and healthy holidays.

Help Wanted
EXPERIENCED CLEAN-
ING LADY WANTED. 
North Waterloo, no 
children or pets. 
Approx. 3 hours bi 
weekly, references 
please, (no agencies). 
Call 519-570-0895.

Help Wanted
MOTHERS HELPER 
FOR BUSY MOM OF 4. 
Position involves care 
of the children and 
some light house-
ke e p i n g .  P h o n e  
519-465-4101.

For Sale
BUSY BEE QUILTS 
ELMIRA 519 669 3441 
Winter Sale Dec 27 to Jan 
15, 2022. Discounted 
prices on 100% Cotton, 
Polyester, Polycotton, 
Flannel, Fleece, Queen 
Quilt Batt, Hosiery, Vinyl 
Tablecloth. Closed for 
inventory Monday Jan 
3, 2022

———— HELP WANTED ————
We are looking for an energetic self-starter to �ll a position 
in our retail store in Elmira. The position is full time and 
would be primarily in the warehouse. Forklift experience is 
an asset but willing to train the right candidate.

Other Duties will include but are not limited to:
- Cash/checkout customers
- Stocking and pricing product
- Some ordering

Please email or drop-in resume to above address.

21 Church St. W., ELMIRA   519-669-5475
www.farmersplus.ca   elmira@farmersplus.ca

Help Wanted Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking  
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Coming 
Events

KARATE HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL!    SCHWEITZER'S 
MARTIAL ARTS. 6 
weeks plus uniform 
only $89+tax! Start 
now or use as a gift. 
Group classes for ages 
4 to adult. Classes 
taught by Renshi 
Becky Schweitzer, 
4th Degree Black Belt 
and 12X World Karate 
Champion. Location at 
Heidelberg Community 
Centre 2915 Lobsinger 
Line, Heidelberg. Call 
519-580-1418 or e-mail 
becky_schweitzer@
hotmail.com



14  |  C L A S S I F I E D S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, December 30, 2021

 ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions 

Pest control with 
residual built in 

Serving KW and 
surrounding area

Thorncreek Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest 
Management 

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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 ↆ FA M I LY  A L B U M

Happy 80th Birthday 
Harvey Martin 

January 3 

Love and best wishes from your family

Birthday

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

390 ARTHUR ST. S.,  519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  

• PROPANE CYLINDER
 EXCHANGE 

 

• TOUCH-FREE CAR WASH 

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

18 Arthur St. N. • 519-669-2561

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties

Turkeys - Ducks
Ready-to-lay-pullets

DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE
Aside from legal consequences of drinking and driving in the form of a ticket or loss 
of license, impaired driving can result in property damage, injury or even death.  
With this in mind, we would like to remind you to be smart when drinking. Drink in 
moderation and monitor the amount of alcohol you have consumed. Designate a 
sober driver at the beginning of the night and give that person the keys. If no one 
is capable of driving, have some money ready for a taxi home. It is better to leave 
your car behind and come back for it than to have it totaled in a collision. 
If you are drinking at a friend’s home, ask for a place to sleep until you are sober. By 
staying at that friend’s house, you will limit their liability should you choose to drive 
and cause a collision. 
When you go for your next drink, just remember that you are not the only one that 
may pay the consequences for your decisions.

ARRIVE 
ALIVE

 ↆSOLUTIONS
Solutions for this week's puzzles. Family life is worth 

celebrating in the 
local newspaper.

We’ve been delivering your family 
news for more than 25 years and 
we just made it easier to book, 
submit copy and pay securely 
online with credit or debit.

Deliver some good news of your 
own today!

observerxtra.com/family-album
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living Here If your New Year’s resolution involves return-
ing library books more promptly, you’re in 
luck. The Region of Waterloo Library has 
opted to drop late-return fines starting in 
2022. The region notes more than 270 North 
American libraries have dropped overdue 
fines.

The Perth County OPP Auxiliary unit hosted 
their annual “stuff a cruiser” event last week-
end. Public response saw multiple cruisers 
stuffed with toys, along with the collection 
of $800 in cash donations.

It's fine to be overdue Cruisers get stuffed

 ▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I have 
been working from home 
as a result of COVID-19. 
The adjustment has been 
difficult, and created a 
lot of stress and strain on 
my mental and physical 
health. I find that I spend 
much of my time in front 
of the computer. I eat more 
often, and I barely go out-
side. A friend suggested I 
adopt a dog to lift my spir-
its and get me motivated to 
go outside. Would I see any 
real benefits from this? Is 
there any connection be-
tween pets and our health?

ANSWER: Pets play a huge 
role in creating a healthy 
lifestyle. In fact, stud-
ies have shown that pet 
ownership can enhance 
fitness levels, lower blood 
pressure and cholesterol 
levels, relieve stress, 
improve mental and 
heart health, and boost 
overall happiness and 
well-being. Evidence also 
suggests that connections 
to pets provide good social 
support – an important 
factor in helping you stick 
with new health habits.

One of the main benefits 
is that dogs force us to get 
up and move for routine 
and regular walks. A 
research study found that 
dog owners more likely 
report regular physical 
activity patterns, a healthy 
diet and ideal blood sugar 
levels compared to those 
who do not own dogs. This 
is beneficial to your heart 
health because increased 
physical activity helps 
strengthen your heart 
muscles, making it more 
efficient in pumping blood 
throughout your body and 
improving overall heart 
health.

It's no secret that pets 

Owning pets can lead 
to a healthier lifestyle

contribute to overall 
happiness. Owning a dog 
has even been linked 
to better mental health 
and less perception of 
social isolation – both 
risk factors for heart 
attacks. Dog owners have 
increased interaction with 
people, and are less likely 
to experience depression. 
This helps to diminish 
social isolation, which 
can reduce worse health 
outcomes and premature 
death.

Even just interacting 
with a dog has shown to 
increase levels of "feel-
good" brain chemicals, 
such as oxytocin and 
dopamine. This creates 
positive, happy feelings 
and a great bonding expe-
rience for you and your 
pet. Pets bring a signifi-
cant benefit to working 
from home. Over 50% of 
people surveyed said they 
would prefer if they could 
bring their pet to work.

There are four major 
ways pets can help with 
your mental health while 
working from home:

    -  Pets can reduce 
work-related stress. Two 
out of three employees 
say work stresses them 
out, and 40% say their job 
gets in the way of their 
health. Studies show that 
pets in the workplace 
reduce stress and improve 
employee satisfaction.

    - Pets help manage 
anxiety. Up to 30% of the 
workforce could be work-
ing from home multiple 
days per week by the 
end of 2021, according to 

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Exciting News!
We have expanded the building and parking lot at our 20 Oriole Parkway 
Location. By having our whole company together we are excited about 

the opportunity it brings to increase efficiency and to be able to serve our 
customers even better. Our Team at the Industrial Drive Location (Beside 

McDonald’s) will be moving just around the corner into this expanded  
state-of-the-art building at 20 Oriole Parkway. 

We plan to start this transition in the new year and will have our whole team operating under one 
roof by Jan 17. This means that our Industrial Dr. Location will be closing. To all of our customers 

that found the Industrial Dr. location more convenient, please don’t hesitate to take advantage of our 
complimentary vehicle pickup/drop off, shuttle service, and loaner vehicles.  

If you have any questions we are more than happy to answer them!

We are excited for the new year and are hopeful 2022 will bring great things for this community.

Local United Way CEO Joan Fisk (left) leads a group that includes regional Chair Karen Redman during one of their events before the 
pandemic.  Submitted

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

THE FIRST YEAR OF THE 
pandemic was a boon for 
charitable giving, but the 
pace has slowed even as 
we head into the second 
holiday season under the 
cloud of COVID-19.

The online donation 
platform CanadaHelps 
reports giving was up 6.9 
per cent for the year as 
of last month, but that’s 
down significantly from 
the 116 per cent jump seen 
in 2020.

It’s the same story for 
the United Way Waterloo 
Region Communities, 
which has seen an uptick 
in individual giving even 
as traditional workplace 
donations have fallen off 
due to the pandemic.

Where quarterly 

disbursements range 
between $750,000 and 
$840,000, United Way has 
demands for triple that 
amount, says CEO Joan 
Fisk, pointing to a growing 
homelessness problem in 
particular.

“The need has increased 
so dramatically ... partic-
ularly in the mental 
health space. The context 
of precarious housing, 
eviction notices – we need 
to help support them, so 
that’s what we do. We raise 
money and we give it out 
and we don’t hold it as a 
community foundation 
– it’s not the model of the 
United Way. The United 
Way is a community chest, 
really, there for the needs 
in the community,” she 
said, noting the organi-
zation has stepped up the 
frequency of its disburse-

ments due to the increased 
demand and crisis situa-
tion.

The reason some dona-
tions may be slowing down 
could be due to donor 
fatigue, Fisk suggested. 
Many people are getting 
asked from so many differ-
ent charities it can feel 
confusing to know if they 
are picking the right one. 

“Donations have just 
sort of ticked up slowly 
over the last 18 months, 
but the last three months 
have been a bit more 
robust. We’ve seen a little 
bit more of an uptake.”

The 2021 Generosity 
Index compiled by the 
Fraser Institute shows 
charitable giving has been 
waning for the past two 
decades. The number of 
Canadians donating to 
charity, as a percentage 
of all tax filers, is at the 
lowest point in the past 20 
years.

“The holiday season 
is a time to reflect on 
charitable giving, and 
the data shows Canadi-
ans are consistently less 
charitable every year, 
which means charities 
face greater challenges to 

→GIVING 18

United Way sees firsthand, gap between 
donations and the need in community
Charitable giving in flux, however, as noted in falling Generosity Index figures

→ MAYO CLINIC 18

Joan Fisk
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 ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

 ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

FRIDAY, JANUARY 7
 ▢ Turkey Dinner at the Elmira Legion. Menu includes 

turkey dinner with all the trimmings and dessert.$15/
person. Take out only with pick up between 5 p.m. 
and 6 p.m.To order call Donna at 519-669-5894.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 29
 ▢ Elmira Legion's Take Out Spaghetti Dinner. Pick up 

from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Menu: Spaghetti with meat 
sauce, caesar salad, roll, dessert. $13 per person.  
Order in advance call Donna Vervoort 519-669-5894.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT 
FUND: RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL 
NEEDS DUE TO COVID-19

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Wool-
wich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide 
for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an applica-
tion process are in place, it should be noted 
that in unique, complex, crisis and acute 
circumstances funds may be provided at the 
discretion of the Fund Review Committee, 
assuming the core criteria of the fund are met.

Additional information:
Access to the Fund is available by contacting:

 � Community Care Concepts of Wool-
wich, Wellesley and Wilmot

 � Woolwich Community Services
 � Woolwich Counseling Centre
 � Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services
Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,  

Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

FACING A BACKLOG 
OF PATIENTS requir-
ing surgery, tests and a 
range of typical hospital 
services pushed back 
due to the pandemic, St. 
Mary’s General Hospital 
also sees delays for a more 
established reason: a lack 
of new diagnostic equip-
ment.

With that in mind, the 
hospital is hoping the 
season’s spirit of giving 
might help its fundraising 
campaign.

Susan Dusick, presi-
dent of St. Mary’s General 
Hospital Foundation, has 
seen plenty of equipment 
in need of replacement not 
only to keep up with the 
growing population but to 
give faster results.

More than a million 
diagnostic tests are done 
at the hospital each year. 
Currently, most of their 
equipment is between 10 
to 18 years old, causing 
patients to experience 
longer wait times for a 
particular diagnosis as 
staff at the hospital use the 
best of what equipment 
they do have. 

 “We are constantly 
upgrading and replacing 
equipment across St. 
Mary’s, everywhere from 
our labs to ultrasound to 
fluoroscopy units, nuclear 
cameras, you name it. 
We’re always replacing 
those sorts of things 
in order to provide the 
community with state-
of-the-art technologies, 
which often it’s about 
image clarity. So just try 
to imagine what your 
camera that you used 18 
years ago, and the camera 
you use now – think of the 
phone. So, some of this 
equipment we’re replac-
ing is anywhere from 12 
to 15 to 18 years old,” she 
said, noting the goal is to 
improve and expand the 
equipment available for 
use.

“It’s about providing our 
clinicians with the tools 
that they need to produce 
the most accurate diag-
nosis for patients. We’re 
thoughtful about how we 
do it. We’re constantly 
reprioritizing and running 
all of our equipment 
through risk reviews and 
so on. And the community 
can be assured that the 
equipment we’re using 
is safe, and that they are 

St. Mary’s hopes the 
spirit of giving 
applies to campaign 
for new equipment

being well cared for with 
it, but it’s high time a lot of 
it gets replaced.”

The main benefits of 
replacing or upgrading 
diagnostic equipment 
would be clearer, more 
highly defined imagery, 
alongside enhanced 
ergonomics for staff 
and enhanced safety. 
A purchase last year, 
with funds raised by the 
community, helped to buy 
equipment that enhanced 
full open-heart surgery, for 
instance.

“We also purchase 
equipment that allows us 
to enhance care. St. Mary’s 
is going to be getting an 
MRI it’s the first MRI 
machine that will ever 
be coming to the hospi-
tal. We don’t have MRI 
capability at St. Mary’s 
right now – patients 
unfortunately have to get 
transferred to Grand River 
or Cambridge or Guelph if 
they need MRI. And you 
can imagine transporting 
an ill patient for an MRI. 
So that’s very exciting for 
us,” said Dusick, noting 
the goal is to have the unit 
in operation within 12 
to 16 months, a task that 
involves renovating space 
inside the hospital.

“The fundraising for 
that is $7.2 million because 
we’re renovating the space, 
and in this instance, the 
ministry is only providing 
operational cost. The way 
the ministry’s funding 
model works is that they 
always fund 100 per cent 
of the operational cost. So 
they’re funding the sala-
ries. What they don’t fund 
is the equipment and they 
only in normal circum-
stances fund 90 per cent 
of any construction. There 
are exceptions. And this 
MRI project for St. Mary’s 
is one of those exceptions 
where they’re funding 
zero of the capital costs. 
So, all the operational cost, 
which is a very significant 
bit, that’s about $880,000 
a year to run an MRI, and 
that’s the staffing costs. 
The community is being 
asked to fund the renova-
tion as well as the technol-
ogy,” said Dusick.

The foundation has 
thus far raised some $2.5 
million for the project via 
community donations.

“Surprisingly enough 
most what we call major 
gifts or significant invest-
ments into healthcare 

→ ST. MARY’S 20
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ACROSS
1. Biblical shepherd
5. Sycosis, syphilis, 

and psora
10. New Mexico art 

community
14. Thinned
16.  infested with fleas
19. Type of stroke
21. It never ends
22. __ ant
23. Eastern "way"
24. Bank offering, for short
25. The Beatles' "___ 

Leaving Home"
27. Masefield play "The 

Tragedy of ___"
29. Or do not, there 

is no try
30. Fix
32. Modern
35.  Means itself
36. Decorated fabric
38. Artist's stand
40. Boat in "Jaws"
41. Brother of Rebekah in 

the book of Genesis
43. Absorbed
46. Bow
47. History Muse
48. More intrusive

50. Warm, so to speak
51. Occurring twice a year
53. Athletic supporter?
54. "Are we there ___?"
55. Vehicle used for 

transporting bodies
56. Matter-of-fact
57. Holds up a hammock
59. Clod chopper
60. Flat floater
61. Boot
62. ___ vera
63. 1990 World 

Series champs
64. "Can't Help Lovin' 

___ Man"

DOWN
1. Old-fashioned warning
2. Baking soda
3. Big bird
4. Contact, e.g.
6. In the event that
7. Matterhorn, e.g.
8. Angler's gear
9. Mother
10. Bolivian export
11. @
12. "How to Make an 

American Quilt" 
author Whitney ___

13. Caribbean, e.g.
14. Pizza is usually in them
15. Showy bloom
17. Worn on the face, 

neck or in hair
18. Canceled
20. Go through
26. First-rate
28. Side squared, 

for a square
29. People who dye cloth
31. Overthrow, e.g.
33. ____, planes and 

automobiles
34. For instance
37. Columbus Day mo.
39. Flock
42. Cram, with "up"
44. Leave in a hurry, 

with "out"
45. Deuce topper
46. Sailors punishment
47. Cloak-and-dagger org.
49. Aged
50. Big Apple inits.
51. Let it __
52. This is __
58. Most wet
60. Big laugh

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword 
is only published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!
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Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca
Jonathan Brubacher Preaching

Dare to Imagine
God’s Dance!

9:30 am

 ↆ S U D O K U

 ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 8am - 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

Global Workplace Analyt-
ics. So, now more than 
ever, people are struggling 
with mental health. Pets 
provide companionship 
and support.

   -  Pets help you be 
more active. Pets give us a 
reason to get outside, get 
some fresh air and get in 
some physical activity.

  -  Pets combat lone-
liness. The bond with 
pets helps people feel 
less alone. Owners can 
touch, see, hear or talk to 
their companion animals, 
which helps to bring joy 
and happiness.

Aside from your mental 
health, owning a pet – a 
canine in particular – can 

significantly help your 
heart. This is the finding 
of a Kardiozive Brno 2030 
study, which looked at 
the association of pet 
ownership – specifically 
dog ownership – with 
cardiovascular disease risk 
factors and cardiovascu-
lar health, in part due to 
the increase in physical 
activity.

While walking a dog 
around the neighbour-
hood may not always 
sound so enticing, don't 
forget to look for ways to 
incorporate your furry 
friend into other activities. 
If your neighbourhood 
has a local dog park, it's 
a wonderful way for your 
dog to let off some steam 

while you make friends 
with other canine owners.

Consider also that 
you can hop in the car 
with your pet and have 
a picnic elsewhere. 
Bring healthy snacks for 
both of you. In warmer 
months, venture out to a 
nearby beach or lake. You 

MAYO CLINIC: There are many mental and physical benefits to having a pet 

can run or walk on the 
shore, chase balls, and 
swim. There is always 
something to be said for 
getting exercise outdoors 
and having a companion.

Owning a dog is a big 
decision that takes a lot of 
responsibility, but there 
are countless mental 
and physical benefits. 
Consider getting a pet to 
help you be more active 
and socially connected, 
while also improving heart 
health and promoting a 
healthy lifestyle.

→FROM 16

secure resources to help 
those in need,” said Jake 
Fuss, senior policy analyst 
with the Fraser Institute 
and co-author of Gener-
osity in Canada: The 2021 
Generosity Index, in a 
release.

The study also finds 
that the total amount 
donated by Canadians 
during the 2019 tax year 
– just 0.53 per cent of 
income – is the second 
lowest amount since 
at least 2000. During 
that period, Canadians’ 
generosity peaked at 0.72 
per cent in 2006, before 
declining in subsequent 
years.

Nationally, the percent-

age of Canadian tax filers 
donating to charity has 
fallen from 25.5 per cent 
to 19 per cent over that 
same 20-year period, the 
study found.

The local United 
Way agency has seen a 
decrease in workplace 
funding but an increase 
in individual annual 
donation.

“Giving is an important 
piece of feeling a part of 
the community. That’s the 
opportunity that United 
Way gives people that 
your money well spent 
going to so many places, 
because we are the query 
that we know where the 
big hotspots are. We get 
that information. We 

GIVING: There’s some donor fatigue even as needs grow in certain areas
→ FROM 16 collect the data, we know 

where we can really help 
them make the most 
difference,” said Fisk.

The organization is 
aiming to raise $7 million 
through its 2021-2022 
quarterly fund.

“The need is there. I 
thought I was realistic in 
setting that kind of a goal. 
Particularly when I look 
at our community against 
other communities where 
their population is about 
the same or maybe even a 
little less or more. We sit 
as Waterloo Region nine 
out of 14. Just not great. 
Employees are younger, 
and they don’t work in 
the traditional model of 
the United Way, which 

was work at a factory, we 
get a little bit from your 
paycheque and it was a 
paper form. Well, that’s 
gone. And now we hope 
that people that have a 
little bit extra to give $10 to 
$20 a week or a month will 
make a difference because 
we know at the end of the 
day, it’s an efficient, easy 
way to give,” she said.

“If you donate to our 
holiday giving campaign 
right now, it will be 
matched dollar for dollar. 
One dollar equals two, and 
that will go a long way for 
us to help the community 
where we see the most 
need and this particular 
fund is around preventing 
homelessness, eviction.”

Real news. 
Real reporting. 
Stories you won't find 
anywhere else.
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observerxtra.com jobs.observerxtra.com newsmart.ca

Make a 2022
news year 

resolution to
support your

local newspaper.
How do you do that? Support Observer advertisers.

It may seem like the world is moving online, but print newspapers continue to 
out-perform social media post four-to-one on brand lift and ad retention.  Our 

advertisers know that The Observer is the trusted source for reporting on 
important events and believe in the value that brings them in return.  Our 

advertising is not designed to be a nuisance — it’s designed to be relevant and 
informative to our readers. Advertisers reach one of the most affluent, educated 

audiences in the region with The Observer — so thank you for being so great.

Voluntary Pay Support.
You can also show your support for as little as $12 per year.
Scan QR or visit newsmart.ca and look for voluntary pay programs
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1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
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REG 5.99
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3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE
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4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS
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MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE
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1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM
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infrastructure are typically 
made by individuals. We 
have some very generous 
people in this community 
who have made a good life 
from this community and 
they want to give back; 
we’re very fortunate to 
have them.”

Dusick estimates the 
hospital will need to 
replace $20 million worth 
of diagnostic equipment 
over the next three to five 
years alone.

Currently the hospitals 

in the region are expe-
riencing a backlog of 
patients needing services 
or a diagnosis. Dusick said 
she hopes faster, more 
efficient technology could 
help alleviate the prob-
lem. 

“It does help with the 
backlog in that oftentimes 
this new technology is 
faster. For example, with 
the fluoroscopy machine 
we used to have, it literally 
had a floppy disk – we 
had to take it out of the 
machine and we had to 

upload the imagery in 
order to finish the exam 
because it couldn’t hold 
all the information that 
was required. Now these 
exams can be done in a 
shorter period of time. So, 
it stands to reason that it 
will help us to clear the 
backlog. It’ll also help us 
service a very fast-growing 
community.”

Anyone looking to 
donate can visit the St. 
Mary’s General Hospital 
Foundation website at 
www.supportstmarys.ca. 

ST. MARY’S: Hospital looking for public contributions 
to help upgrade and expand essential testing equipment 
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Barnswallow  Place Care Community in Elmira rang in the holidays with a festive decorating compe-
tition between residents and staff. Santa was on site to spread holiday cheer. Justine Fraser

Patrick Merlihan
Woolwich Township Councillor, Ward 1 Elmira

Even in a pandemic I met with, spoke to 
and corresponded with a lot of local 
residents needing assistance. I joined the 
heritage committee, I’m helping to 
relaunch Healthy Communities initiatives 
and continue to be a very active member 
of Woolwich Council — it was a busy 2021.
Thank you to all for reaching out — I am 
more than happy to help you.

Wishing you all a happy, healthy 2022! 

Cheers to the
year ahead.


