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WE’VE GOT YOUR TIRES!
NEED WINTER TIRES?

ELMERS 
METALIC 

SLIME KITS 
Assorted Colours 

NEW!

Fast and Free Delivery to Home or Work
Shop at Schelters.CAShop at Schelters.CA

Christmas fun
for Everyone!

1 Union St., Elmira  519-669-2201  www.schelters.ca Office & School Supplies • Print Copy Courier • Computer IT Supplies

 JUMBO 19 X 14 WASH 
AND RE-USE COLOURING MATS 

Numbers, Space, Princess and Dinosaur Themes

$6.99 $6.99 
$15.99 $15.99 

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

FOLLOWING THE DEDI-
CATION CEREMONY AT 
the Lions Club memorial 
forest in Elmira, long-time 
supporter Ron Cressman 
suggested the group ought 
to have a way to transport 
people to the location off 
the Kissing Bridge Trail. 

Donation helps get Elmira Lions on the move
A donation from Ron Cressman (seated) allowed the Elmira Lions Club to purchase a utility vehicle and custom trailer to access the group’s memorial forest, part of the trail network that’s the purview of Art 
Woods, Richard Beisel and Andy Heal.  Steve Kannon

He may not have known 
that would mean he’d end 
up writing a cheque for the 
“people-mover” now part 
of the club’s offerings.

Today, there’s a John 
Deere Gator utility vehi-
cle and custom-made 
trailer just waiting for the 
post-pandemic time when 
the Lions can resume hold-
ing such ceremonies.

“In 2019 when he had 
our last memorial service, 
he said our efforts had 
one big problem – ‘you 
have no way of moving 
people around,’” said club 
member Art Woods of 
Cressman’s suggestion.

“We had brought in 
some golf carts, but it 
didn’t work the best. He 
said, ‘I’ll look around and 

see and find something.’ 
Well, he came up with a 
couple ideas and then I 
talked him into my views – 
we ended up with some-
thing we’re all very happy 
with,” he added with a 
laugh.

“Ron has been a big 
supporter of the memorial 
forest.”

“I thought maybe it 

would be a good idea to 
get people out there,” said 
Cressman of the impetus 
for the people-mover proj-
ect, joking that it boiled 
down to writing a “blank 
cheque.”

With a donation in 
hand, Woods was able to 
approach the local John 
Deere dealer for the utility 
vehicle, then approach 

West Montrose’s Walter 
Martin to come up with a 
custom trailer to transport 
people along the trail to 
the memorial forest.

“Premier Equipment 
gave us a very fair price 
on the unit. Walter Martin 
actually gave me a super 
deal on the trailer,” said 
Woods.

→ LIONS CLUB 7
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Come join Team Hygate and 
receive TWO MONTHS FREE!

on Lexington

 WWW.HYGATELIVING.COM

215 Lexington Rd, Waterloo
519-501-1131   INFO@HYGATELIVING.COM

Hygate on Lexington is the newest and most special 
residence geared towards seniors. Give Stacey or Karen 

a call and find out what the fuss is about!

YEAR-END
SUPER SPECIAL 
OPPORTUNITY!
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three The province this week announced it will 
provide two new MRIs in Waterloo Region, 
including the first at St. Mary’s General 
Hospital. The addition brings to three the 
number of hospital-based units. Demand 
for MRI services has grown by about 4% 
annually.

A temporary home for the St. Jacobs 
Farmers’ Market, a new 15,600-square-
foot dome-shaped building, dubbed the 
“Harvest Barn,” is set to open for business 
on Dec. 12. It will house 49 of the vendors 
displaced by the fire that destroyed 
the market’s main building on Sept. 2. 
From the Dec. 7, 2013 edition of The Observer

A pair of MRIs From the archives

building centre

JL’s Duke St

5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 | Shop homehardware.ca   and choose JL’s as your home Store.

No rainchecks. No online orders. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Laser Measure Was $29.99

897
TM

Pocket size, continuous measurement. 
Imperial and metric. Measures up to 32’ 

SAVE

70%

1048-332 

EDSS among high schools removing washroom doors
Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

EDSS IS AMONG THOSE 
HIGH schools in the 
region where exterior 
doors have been removed 
from some bathrooms, 
the board citing safety 
concerns as the rationale.

Though some students 
and parents have chal-

Members of the Twin Centre Hericanes and Twin Centre Stars will be out collecting food on Dec. 12. Submitted

lenged the decision, the 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board is going 
ahead with the policy 
approved last month by 
trustees.

The board declined to 
make available officials at 
EDSS or the administra-
tive office, instead releas-
ing a statement likening 
the changes to public 

washrooms in other facil-
ities where privacy walls 
are in place at the entrance 
rather than doors.

“As part of ensuring 
student well-being we take 
safety concerns seriously. 
The decision to remove 
doors was in response to 
safety concerns raised 
by students and parents 
along with support from 

staff. Privacy is also a 
consideration and we 
have ensured that no one 
can see directly into the 
bathrooms. As we build 
new schools outer doors 
are not part of the bath-
room designs, much like 
bathrooms in airports 
and malls,” the board said 
in email response to a 
request for interviews.

Some EDSS students last 
week expressed concerns 
about the changes they say 
were implemented with-
out proper notification 
to students and parents. 
Doors were removed and, 
in cases where there were 
no privacy walls in place, 
mirrors were also removed 
to prevent passersby from 
being able to see in. → WASHROOMS 9

After declining inter-
views, the WRDSB 
communications office 
released a statement about 
the removal of washroom 
doors at high schools 
around the region, noting 
newer buildings have 
openings with a privacy 
wall that students go 
around to access the bath-

Wellesley hockey players take to the street
Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

IN THE SPIRIT OF THE 
season, members of the 
Twin Centre Stars and 
Twin Centre Hericanes 
will be out Sunday collect-
ing for local food banks. 
They’re hoping some of 
that same spirit will be 

reflected in donations 
from the community.

The young hockey 
players will be making the 
rounds of Wellesley and 
St. Clements during their 
contactless community 
food drive. The organiza-
tions are asking residents 
to have items on their 
porches by 10 a.m. on 

December 12.
Food collected will 

be divided among the 
Wellesley Food Cupboard, 
Wilmot Family Resource 
Centre and the Woolwich 
Community Services food 
bank.

This year’s outing is 
an expansion on a drive 
started last year due to the 

pandemic. Where Heri-
canes players previously 
gathered up food items 
along the route during 
the Santa Claus parades, 
last year’s cancellations 
forced them to do some-
thing different, says Claire 
Birrell, the registrar for the 
Hericanes. 

→ FOOD DRIVE 11

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

EXCEPTIONALLY WIDE 
RIGHT NOW, COLLEGE 
and Bauman streets in 
Elmira will be narrowed 
to a standard aspect when 
they’re reconstructed next 
year.

The standard urban 
cross-section was 
approved as Woolwich 
council this week agreed 
to spend $1.9 million to 
reconstruct the two roads 
as the next phase of this 
year’s reconstruction of 
Union Street. Currently 
dead-end streets, both 
will be extended to Union 
Street in advance of a 
proposed residential 
development on the 
former apple orchard site 
fronting on Union.

The standard roadway 
in Woolwich Township is 
nine metres wide. Today, 
Bauman Street is 11 to 12.8 
metres in width, while 
College is even wider at 
13.5 to 14.5 metres. Both 

Bauman and College streets will get 
extensive makeover next year

streets are in poor condi-
tion, with resurfacing long 
overdue, having been on 
the township’s radar for 
some years – the current 
design parameters date 
back to 2019.

As part of the full recon-
struction, the street will 
have curbs and gutters, 
sidewalks on both sides, 
new sanitary and storm 
sewers and wider boule-
vards.

Right from the start, 
however, a number of resi-
dents on both streets had 
contacted the township to 
voice concerns about the 
narrowing of the pave-
ment width. Among them 
was College Street resident 
Darren Erb, who last week 
addressed councillors 
and called for the current 
widths to be maintained.

“This is a unique wide 
and dead-end street,” he 
said of the place where he 
lives, noting many of the 
roads in new subdivisions 
are too narrow and don’t 

Council approves 
$1.9 million for 
reconstruction of 
two Elmira streets

→ RECONSTRUCTION 5

Minor hockey players participate in contactless food drive on Sunday
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Please continue to
follow local public
health guidelines

Sh  p Local
WOOLWICH

Be kind, show your appreciation & tip generously

Shop Local   .   Eat Local   .   Spend Local   .   Love Local

Shop local online or in-store & purchase gift cards directly from local businesses or
visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca

Steps to Support Local

Dine-in or order take out from local restaurants

Leave positive reviews! Post photos & tag businesses! 

1

2

3

4

Shop at a local business until Christmas Eve1

2 Upload photo of receipt online: bit.ly/WoolwichContest

3 Post photo and use #ShopLocalWoolwich for an extra ballot!

Shop Local Contest Chance to win $100 prepaid visa
each week until Christmas! 

Winners
announced

Fridays!

Follow all
@WoolwichTownship
social media accounts
to see what our local
businesses have to
offer this season!

Things to do in Woolwich

Looking for things to do in Woolwich with your
family and friends during the holidays? 

Visit our beautiful quaint
downtowns! 

Downtown Elmira 

St. Jacobs Village

downtownelmira.ca

stjacobsvillage.com

We’re looking  
forward to assisting 

you in 2022
12 Arthur St, Elmira, ON | taylorgerber.ca | 519.210.0191

We sincerely  
thank you for your  
patronage this year
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schelters.ca

Today’s Top Brands

EXPONENT BLUETOOTH 
WIRELESS HEADSET 

Black or White

Sale $ 39.99*
Reg. $ 65.99

Sale $ 39.99*
Reg. $ 65.99EXP 533XX  

RAYOVAC 
BATTERIES 

AA Battery – 24 PK or 
AAA Battery – 18 PK

$ 9.79$ 9.79

AOC GAMING MONITOR
27" CURVED SCREEN

Active Matrix  
Sale $ 279.99

Reg. $ 329.99
Sale $ 279.99

Reg. $ 329.99

BROTHER PT-M95 P 
TOUCH LABELLER

Sale $ 24.99
Reg. $ 39.99

Sale $ 24.99
Reg. $ 39.99

CANON PIXMA
 TS3420 

Print-Copy-Scan

$ 87.99$ 87.99

VERBATIM MINI 
BLUETOOTH SPEAKER

BLACK, BLUE, WHITE  
Sale $ 19.79
Reg. $ 23.79

Sale $ 19.79
Reg. $ 23.79

VER702XX

ANDA - AXE SERIES
 GAMER CHAIR

Black + Grey 
(Other Colours Available)

Fully Ergonomic High Quality

Reg. $ 399.99

Hand Held Labelling 
Can be Fun!

Sale $ 279.99Sale $ 279.99

Free Delivery, No Minimum Toll Free: 1-855-669-2201

ELMIRA
1 Union Street, Ont N3B 3J9

Phone: 519.669.2201

ELORA
99 Geddes Street, Ont N0B 1S0

Phone: 519.846.5540

Stores Open Monday to Friday 8:30am - 5:30pm (COVID REDUCED HOURS)

Tech 
for your 
office!  

ACER- ASPIRE 15.6"
A315-33-P8HD

As shownAs shown $494.99$494.99
Reg. $59.99Reg. $59.99Sale $49.99Sale $49.99

Hi-Tech
for
theHolidays!

ADDESSO - GAMER 
MOUSE + KEYBOARD COMBO

Back lit Coloured effect, Hot Keys

See our selection of 
Instock Laptops 

and Chromebooks 

Fast and Free Delivery
Shop at Schelters.caShop at Schelters.ca

NEW!

RISE ELECTRIC HEIGHT 
ADJUSTABLE DESK
24 x 48 with Pencil Drawer

Programmable Controls
All white – Goes with all Interiors

$ 469.99$ 469.99

allow enough space for 
parking.

With both Bauman and 
College slated to become 
through roads between 
Duke and Union streets, 
the new design is “an 
appropriate cross-sec-
tion,” argued director of 
infrastructure services 
Jared Puppe.

Following last week’s 
presentation, engineering 
staff met last Friday with 
residents in an informal 

gathering on College 
Street.

“Staff took this as an 
opportunity to educate 
the residents. We under-
stood that there were 
concerns with the narrow 
pavement due to the 
urbanization, and staff 
wanted to get out there 
and explain to residents 
why we are looking for 
that cross-section,” engi-
neering project supervisor 
Ryan Tucker told coun-
cillors meeting Tuesday 

night, noting new features 
such as wider boulevards 
will provide more space 
for snow storage, for 
instance.

“We understand why 
residents are asking for 
wider pavement, but 
staff are sticking with the 
standard cross-section for 
operational efficiencies.”

Coun. Patrick Merlihan, 
who attended the Decem-
ber 3 gathering, said some 
10 residents showed up, 
with staff doing a good job 

Santa Claus was back in Elmira to bring good wishes to boys and girls as part of the Elmira Kiwanis Santa Claus Parade Dec 4. 
Shyann Katherin Peters

ARCHITECTS

H A
 P P Y   H O L I D A Y S

facet  
design  studio  ltd.

From everyone at

facetds.ca          519.746.1003

&

/MTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHSFOR $9.95

RENT SOFT WATER

CULLIGAN.COM
519-744-2248 | 427 GAGE AVE. KITCHENER

INFO@CULLIGANWATER.CA

explaining the rationale 
for the changes.

 “I ended up learning 
more about the reasons 
behind staff’s recommen-
dation, and I think by the 
end of it the residents 
were very appreciative of 
the opportunity to engage 
with staff. I think some 
people they at least under-
stand – some of them still 
want a nice, wide street, 
and I understand that,” 
said Merlihan.

→FROM 3

RECONSTRUCTION: Township looks to bring neighbours onboard with plan

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

CASTING A WIDER 
NET FOR booster shots, 
Waterloo Region will 
begin giving third doses 
of vaccine to those over 
the age of 50 starting on 
Monday, provided it’s 
been at least six months 
since their second shot.

That extends a push to 
give third jabs to the high-
er-risk candidates, with 
the region reporting third 
doses have already been 
administered to 27,260 
residents.

Booster doses are given 
at participating pharma-
cies, doctor’s offices and at 
regional vaccine clinics. 

“With the recent 
increases in new cases 
and the emergence of the 
new Omicron variant the 
importance of vaccine as 
a significant strategy to 
fight the COVID-19 virus 
continues to grow. There 
are many appointments 
available at our regional 
vaccine clinics for first, 
second and third doses. A 
huge thank you to every-

Starting Monday, 
booster doses will be 
given to residents 50+

one in our community 
who have gotten theirs,” 
said Vickie Murray, direc-
tor of pharmacy at Grand 
River and St. Mary’s hospi-
tals, during the region’s 
weekly pandemic briefing 
on December 3.

At midweek, the region 
was reporting that 84 per 
cent of eligible residents 
– those over the age of 5 – 
had received at least one 
dose of vaccine, with 79.5 
per cent fully inoculated. 
That number rises to more 
than 95 per cent for resi-
dents over the age of 70.

As winter approaches, 
public health officials 
expect the number of 
cases to rise, as was the 
case last winter.

“COVID-19 continues 
to circulate widely in our 
community. Our waste-
water data has also been 
showing widespread 
presence of the virus,” said 
medical officer of health 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang.

The region was report-
ing 293 active cases at 
midweek, the highest 
number in a few months. 

→ ROAD WORK 7 → BOOSTER 21
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3785 Nafziger Rd., 
Wellesley 

519.656.3083

May Joy, Love and Peace
 warm your hearts 
this holiday season

31 David St., Wellesley | 519.656.2909 ECRA / ECA 7000298

May the Light of the world
bring you peace & joy this Christmas
& throughout the new year

RURAL

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

May the holidays bring 
plenty of happiness and 

joy to your heart.
All the Best in the New Year!

Merry Christmas

9 Mill Street, Elmira    519-669-5161

Phone: 519.699.4451 or 519.698.0138

WishingYou
and Your family
a year filled with

Peace and Joy

GERBER
AUCTIONS LTD.

Real Estate • Farm • Estate • Antiques • Appraisals

28 Pintail Dr., Elmira | 519-669-0003 | taylortax@rogers.com

We can relate.

Have a Great

Holiday Season!

We can relate.

Have a Great

Holiday Season!

Shelly
 &

 

Sco� Taylor

519.669.5471  |  38 Church St. West Elmira, ON, N3B 1M5

Announcing Our Holiday Hours:
Friday Dec 24 – Closed
Monday Dec 27 – Closed
Tuesday Dec 28 – Closed
Monday Jan 3 – Closed
 

Warmest  Season’s  Greetings!Warmest  Season’s  Greetings!

Elmira Family Eye Care
Dr. Carolyn Barth, Dr. Carole Wilkinson 

& Dr. Catherine Watson
O P T O M E T R I S T S

PHONE 519-884-2082
FAX 519-884-0509

We thank everyone for 
their continued support 

during 2021. 
Wishing the very best to 
you and your family. All 
the love, joy, and peace to 
you this Holiday season.

Merry Christmas from

5205 Ament Ln., Linwood  |  519-698-2215

Wishing you a 
safe and Happy 

Holiday!

8012 8th Line., RR #2 Drayton | 519-638-5462

BEST WISHES 
FOR A GREAT 2022!
From David & Karen Martin & Family

www.stirtonconstruction.ca

May your holiday be filled with joy 
and good cheer and the New Year 
bring you peace and happiness.

Season Greetings

E lm ira, O n t. 108 B o nn ie  C res . P H : 519-669-2145

5 FORWELL ROAD
AT VICTORIA ST., N., KITCHENER

(519)745-3250
www.bfdrona.com

Wishing you
all the best

for the 
Holidays &

the New Year!

www.mrjutzi.ca   519-648-2111

M.R. Jutzi & Co.
5100 Fountain Street N., Breslau

Merry Merry 
Christmas!Christmas!

Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays

Season’s Greetings☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings

Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays

Season’s Greetings☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings

Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays

Season’s Greetings☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings ☆Season’s Greetings
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Jim Schwindt – Chair
519-669-5012

Ted Brough
519-669-2217

Inga Rinne
519-742-8750

Grace Sudden
519-648-2893

WOOLWICH
COMMUNITY FUND

Helping good people
do great things

December 6, 2021

The Woolwich Community Fund Board wishes to thank you for your generous donations 
to date and we hope we can count on your support again this year.

The fund has grown steadily since starting over 20 years ago to a value today 
approaching $400,000. In that time we have granted almost $200,000 to many groups 
in the community, especially supporting our youth.

As an endowment fund, The Woolwich Community Fund will continue to grow and 
provide much needed financial support in perpetuity. How quickly it grows and how 
significant a role it plays is up to all of us.

The grant recipients for this year were:

• Bring on the Sunshine – using art, music, words, and dance to build and uplift 
school and community spirit     

• Brain Injury Association – support for brain injury victims as well as education to 
prevent brain injury and the distribution of free helmets

• Crane Lake Discovery – working with boys in outdoor camping to encourage 
participation, cooperation, and working on camp building projects

• Strong Start – placing trained community volunteers in schools to pair with students 
aged 5-9 helping them learn reading skills

• Junior Achievement – the delivery of “Economics Success” programmes to Grade 8 
students preparing them to succeed in their goals

As we emerge from the effects and imposed restrictions caused by the Covid-19 
pandemic, there will no doubt be an increased demand for funding to worthy groups to 
restart and start up new programmes. I hope we can help to meet these needs.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to thank you for your past and 
continued support and wish you all the best for 2022!

The Woolwich Community Fund – 
c/o The Kitchener and Waterloo Community Foundation
260 King St. W., Unit 206, Kitchener, Ontario N2G 1B6 | www.woolwichfund.ca
Phone 519-725-1806  |  Charitable Registration # 13217 0994 RR0001

Sincerely

Jim Schwindt
Chair

Donations may be sent to The Woolwich Community Fund at the address below:

The Gator’s been put 
to work in maintaining 
the trail network and the 
memorial forest, with the 
transport services await-
ing the resumption of the 
usual public services.

“We have not had a dedi-
cation service, which we 
normally do in June, since 
we had it,” he said of the 
new people-mover.

The Elmira Lions Club 
created a memorial forest 
along the Kissing Bridge 
Trailway in 2001, plant-
ing trees at the behest of 
families in memory of 
their loved ones. The club 
planted 316 trees initially 
before turning to munici-
pal open space in the new 
subdivision following a 
2012 agreement with the 
township. Today, there 
are 685 trees at the Elmira 
location, with the club 
currently seeking more 
space for future plantings.

Each tree is marked 
with a plaque indicating 
for whom it was planted. 

The club has also added 
features such as gazebos 
and benches along the 
trail to provide rest areas 
for visitors.

The club has a much 
larger forest in the 
Breslau area adjacent to 
the Lions Foundation of 
Canada Dog Guides facil-
ity there. To date, there 
have been just shy of 3,300 
trees planted, with plenty 
of room to grow.

“Do we have space left 
there? Yeah – unlimited. 
It’s an 85 acre farm that 
was given to the Lions 
Foundation of Canada,” 
said Woods, noting that 
buildings and the existing 
tree grove account for 
about 25 acres. “We’ve got 
no problem down there 
increasing the size of the 
forest.”

Involved for more than 
40 years with the Elmira 
Lions’ trail projects and 
with the launch of the 
memorial forest project, 
Woods says he’s relying 
on other club members 

to take up his mantle. 
Richard Beisel now chairs 
the trails committee, with 
Andy Heal looking after 
the memorial grove.

“They’re gradually 
taking over more, and 
that’s wonderful. I’m 
lucky to have good people 
coming along.”

Woods also points to a 
number of other volun-
teers who keep things 
running by taking on the 
likes of trail maintenance 
projects.

“For many, many years, 
Doug Martin did most of 
our mowing. I did it for the 
first five years – we started 
with my own mower 
and then we bought a 
mower, then Doug took 
over and did it for years,” 
said Woods, noting Cliff 
Gingrich and Rick Ladd 
have taken on those duties 
since Martin’s retirement.

That work has contin-
ued throughout the 
pandemic, as the trail 
network has been busier 
than ever.

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

FUTURE BUYERS OF 
NEW HOMES in Woolwich 
can expect to pay higher 
additional levies to cover 
the cost of a new road in 
Breslau.

Development charges 
– additional taxes on 
new homes ostensibly to 
cover the cost of growth 
– are expected to cover 
the $27-million price tag 
for what is known as the 
“Breslau east connec-
tor road.” When built, 
the road would provide 
access to a new mixed-use 
neighbourhood known as 
the Thomasfield Homes 
Hopewell Crossing, which 
includes residential and 
commercial development, 
employment lands, parks/
open space and a proposed 
new Breslau GO station.

The new route would 
run between a future 
Dolman Street extension 
at Fountain Street and 
Greenhouse Road to the 
east.

More than half of the 

Woolwich moves ahead with plans for Breslau collector road
cost would be eaten up by 
an overpass to span the rail 
line, an oversized project 
that would cover potential 
future expansion of the 
Metrolinx/GO Transit line.

Given that there’s no 
timeline for a GO station 
and no funding allocated 
for that project, Thomas-
field Homes is calling for 
the overpass option to be 
put on hold until there’s an 
actual need for it.

Company vice-president 
Tom McLaughlin told 
councillors meeting Tues-
day night that the devel-
opment charges needed to 
pay for the road would add 
significantly to the cost 
of new homes. Based on 
the current roads portion 
of township development 
charges, the levy on some 
5,800 homes would be 
required. 

That may not be doable 
within the 2031 target for 
building the new road.

Township director of 
finance Richard Petherick 
suggested the develop-
ment charges would likely 
have to rise significantly.

“I wouldn’t be surprised 
to see the roads compo-
nent actually double,” he 
said.

That prospect wasn’t 
embraced by Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan.

“That is a significant 
amount of money for 

one road,” he said of the 
$27-million cost. “What 
are the other options?”

He argued it wouldn’t 
be fair for Woolwich 
homebuyers to pay for the 
overpass portion in partic-
ular given that it appears 
to be aimed at potential 
GO station traffic, most of 
which will not be town-
ship residents.

“Why is that Woolwich 
developers are on the hook 
for paying for infrastruc-
ture? This is going to serve 

beyond the region for 
transportation,” he said, 
arguing there should be a 
charge-back to others to 
help pay for the project. “It 
shouldn’t be just develop-
ers here paying for that.”

Petherick replied that 
there’s no mechanism to 
make others pay any share 
of the project.

“The road cost is up 
to Woolwich. I think it’s 
going to be solely borne 
by us, unless we can find 
other levels of funding,” he 

said, pointing to federal or 
provincial sources.

Mayor Sandy Shantz 
said she sees the road as 
an essential link between 
the older parts of Breslau 
and the new subdivision, 
regardless of the GO 
station. 

Beyond the estimated 
construction costs, the 
township also expects to 
spend another $3.4 million 
for detailed design of the 
project, land acquisition 
and legal costs.

Rendering of a portion of the proposed “Breslau east connector road,” the subject of a newly approved environmental assessment report 
looking at eastward expansion in the village. Submitted

LIONS CLUB: People-mover has been put to work, but 
they’re still awaiting resumption of annual ceremony

→ FROM 1

“I feel better about that, 
and I think the residents 
feel better too. We can’t 
please everybody, and I 
think it is the best recom-
mendation.”

The work is slated to 
be carried out next year 
by the same contractor, 
Breslau-based J. Weber 

Contracting Ltd.
Tucker noted the two 

smaller roads were origi-
nally to be reconstructed 
as part of the Union Street 
project, but uncertainty 
over the Hawk Ridge 
Homes subdivision led 
the township to separate 
the two. The contractor 
has agreed to similar unit 

pricing for next year’s 
project, though with some 
increases to reflect the 
rising cost of concrete and 
asphalt. 

In response to a question 
about the increased supply 
costs from Coun. Larry 
Shantz, Tucker said checks 
show the contractor’s 
increases are reasonable.

→ FROM 5

ROAD WORK: Prices in line with Union Street project
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Wishing you a safe and 
happy holiday season

We look forward to working with you in 2022

519.698.2114
In Business since 1971 • Fully Insured

Family owned and operated 
for over 40 years!

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller Sales Representative 

Thanks for the Opportunity 
to Serve You.

May His Blessings
Bring You Joy this 
Season & in 2022

countrymilebl.com  | 519-669-5557
GRAY’S AUCTION SERVICE INC., HARRISTON

BARRY  |  (519) 338-3722  |  LICENSED & BONDED

Thi time o yea bring 
festivitie an family fun. 

I i  time fo reminiscing 
an looking forward. 

Thi time o yea bring 
festivitie an family fun. 

I i  time fo reminiscing 
an looking forward. 

Fro 
Al o U 

at:

Floradale, Ontario
519-669-3392

HO! HO! HO!
Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays
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Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays

Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings
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Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays
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Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

WE ARE TAKING ORDERS FOR YOUR 
FRESH CHRISTMAS TURKEY

Reg.$3.35/lb

BONELESS

BONE-IN HAM 
$2.99

/lb

ROLLED TURKEY  $7.49 /lb
$5.99/lb

WHITE DARK

SEASONED OR PLAIN

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Turkey and Dressing or Roast Beef includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Dec 10 & 11

pre-order

reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Dec 15 - 18

Hot Turkey includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

NOVEMBER 25

5:00 PM | Perth County 
OPP responded to a resi-
dence on Schade Street 
in Monkton following 
a report of an assault. 
The investigation deter-
mined that one person 
had assaulted another, 
and caused mischief to 
the residence. The victim 
received minor injuries 
as a result. A 32-year-
old West Perth man was 
charged with ‘assault’ and 
‘mischief – destroys or 
damages property.’ The 
accused was released 
from custody and is 
scheduled to appear at the 
Ontario Court of Justice in 
Stratford at a later date to 
answer to the charges. 
Anyone with information 
regarding this or any inci-
dent is asked to call the 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122 
or online at www.opp.ca/
reporting. Should you wish 
to remain anonymous you 
can call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) 
or leave an anonymous 
online message at www.
P3tips.com where you 
may be eligible to receive 
a cash reward of up to 
$2,000.

NOVEMBER 26

11:00 PM | A Perth 
County OPP officer on 
general patrol on Line 34 
in the Township of Perth 
East observed a vehicle 
that was travelling at a 
high rate of speed. The 
vehicle was found to be 
travelling in excess of 
54km/h over the speed 
limit. During the course 
of the investigation, the 

The Waterloo Regional 
Police Service, in partner-
ship with MADD Canada 
and the Ontario Provin-
cial Police, has launched 
an impaired driving 
campaign to encourage 
drivers to think twice 
before driving impaired.

The campaign, enti-
tled If Kids Get it, Why 
Don’t You?, features 
five children providing 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

WRPS partner with OPP and MADD for impaired driving campaign
their insight on impaired 
driving. The goal of the 
campaign is to show 
that even young children 
understand the dangers 
of driving impaired and, 
if they do, adults should 
as well, said police in a 
release.

“Driving impaired, 
whether from alcohol 
or drugs, is illegal and 
dangerous,” said Chief 

Bryan Larkin of the 
Waterloo Regional Police 
Service. “This campaign 
hopes to make motorists 
think about the conse-
quences of impaired 
driving on themselves, 
their loved ones, and the 
entire community. Along 
with developing educa-
tional campaigns, we 
will be conducting RIDE 
programs throughout the 

holiday season to ensure 
our roads are kept safe.”

The WRPS festive RIDE 
program runs until Janu-
ary 3.

During the holiday 
season, police remind 
motorists to make plans 
to get home safely: 
arrange for a designated 
driver, order a taxi or 
ride-sharing service or 
take public transit.

officer determined that 
the driver had consumed 
alcohol. The driver was 
arrested and brought to 
a local OPP operations 
centre for further test-
ing. As  result, a 48-year-
old Perth East man was 
charged with ‘race a motor 
vehicle - excessive speed’ 
and ‘operation while 
impaired - blood alcohol 
concentration (80-plus).’ 
His driver’s licence was 
suspended for 90 days 
and his vehicle impounded 
for 30 days. He is sched-
uled to appear at the 
Ontario Court of Justice 
in Stratford at a later date 
to answer to the charges. 

NOVEMBER 30

7:00 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of alleged mischief 
to a vehicle at an address 
in New Hamburg – air 
was let out of the tires 
in an incident that had 
occurred several times 
previously. The latest 
incident is believed to 
have occurred sometime 
between Nov. 29 and the 
time of the report. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477. 

DECEMBER 2

8:34 AM |  Pol ice 
responded to a report of 
an assault in the area of 
Woolwich and Dolman 
streets in Breslau. A male 
allegedly threw a bever-
age on the victim and 
uttered a death threat. 
The victim did not suffer 
physical injuries. As a 

result of the investigation, 
a 66-year-old man was 
charged with ‘assault with 
a weapon’ and ‘uttering 
threats to cause death.’ 
The accused is scheduled 
to appear in court on Jan. 
17.

DECEMBER 3

6:02 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a vehicle strik-
ing a deer while travelling 
on Notre Dame Drive in 
Wilmot Township.

7:09 AM |  Police 
received a report of a 
theft of a licence plate 
that occurred at a hotel in 
the area of Benjamin Road 
near St. Jacobs. While the 
vehicle was parked in the 
lot of the hotel, the rear 
plate was stolen. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.  

DECEMBER 4

2:13 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police are inves-
tigating a report of two 
suspicious individuals in 
Wilmot Township after 
responding to Waterloo 
and Arnold streets in New 
Hamburg for a report of 
a possible robbery at a 
business. During the inci-
dent, a male and a female 
entered the business 
where they are believed to 
have engaged in a verbal 
altercation. The female 
appeared to be demand-
ing money from the male. 
The female then selected 
items from the store and 
left without paying. An 

employee called police 
to report the activity. The 
female was last seen flee-
ing the scene in a black 
Mercedes Benz C-class 
sedan. The male she was 
with was last seen leav-
ing the area on foot. The 
investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

9:02 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a vehicle strik-
ing a deer while travelling 
on Moser Young Road in 
Wellesley Township.

DECEMBER 6

8:28 PM | A single-ve-
hicle collision brought 
police to Crowsfoot 
Road, near Beitz Road in 
Woolwich Township. The 
driver of the vehicle lost 
control due to poor road 
conditions caused by the 
weather. There were no 
reported physical injuries 
and minor damage to the 
vehicle. No charges were 
laid by police.

8:51 PM | Emergency 
services responded to 
a single-vehicle colli-
sion on Manser Road 
near Schummer Line in 
Wellesley Township. The 
driver of a transport truck 
lost control due to poor 
weather and road condi-
tions, causing the vehicle 
to spin and slide into a 
ditch. There were minor 
physical injuries reported 
by the driver. No charges 
were laid as a result of the 
investigation. 

room. The board did not 
address the fact that EDSS 
was built in 1939, with 
some later additions.

“Focusing on EDSS, 
there is an opening now 
with a privacy wall much 
like malls, On Route 
restaurants and airports.

“Mirrors were also 
removed because of 

vandalism and also 
privacy concerns. These 
are school decisions that 
are responding to the real 
concerns of students and 
parents.” 

The board stated that 
the main reason for the 
removal of doors was due 
to safety concerns such as 
vandalism, vaping and as 
a way to reduce contact 

points between students 
entering or leaving the 
washroom.

“The reality is that 
there are safety concerns, 
there have been issues 
around vandalism and 
this decision was made 
so supervision moni-
tors can hear the din of 
voices when students are 
congregating and smell 

vaping, which helps them 
respond to keep students 
safe. Again, our principals 
are responding to student 
and parent concerns about 
bathrooms as well as 
school council concerns.”

The board says it will 
continue to remove exte-
rior doors to washrooms at 
other schools around the 
region. 

WASHROOMS: Board cites safety concerns, vandalism as reasons for move
→ FROM 3

Is there a newspaper reader 
on your shopping list?
Visit www.newsmart.ca for Observer gear.
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RYAN WEBER | 519.669.2198
126 Bonnie Crs., Elmira
www.rytechmachine.ca

Merry
 Christmas!

Merry
 Christmas!

�shing you and  your family
a  happy, safe holiday season!
�shing you and  your family
a  happy, safe holiday season!

284 Union St.,Elmira

519.669.5040
www.rigarus.com

WE’RE HIRING! 

JOIN OUR TEAM

Mount Forest | 519-323-1880
Tavistock | 519-655-3777Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays

TRUCK & TRAILER REPAIR & MAINTENANCE

270 Arthur St. N.,
Elmira, ON

519.669.8420
After Hours Cell:

519.577.1459

Warmest
thoughts & 
best wishes

for a great Holiday

519-669-1332
www.ccc-group.com
60 First St. E., Elmira

Happy 
Holidays

Elmira, ON | 519-580-8910 | www.talbot-promo.com

WAYNE G. MARTIN
Promotional Consultant

CALENDARS | PENS | APPAREL | TOTES | MUGS

Wishing You
All The Best

In 2022

Email: jweber@talbot-promo.com

JEREMY S. WEBER
Promotional Consultant

Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings☆ Season's Greetings

Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas☆Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays
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Until Dec 18th, 
Receive a ballot with 

every in-store purchase of 
$25 or more (before tax) 
for a chance to win 
a custom gift basket 

worth $50.00!

Pet Food – Naturally Raised Meats – Bird Seed – Equine Feed and Supplies

2755 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg
519-699-5200 • www.jfm.ca

Gift baskets available for Pets, 
Birds, and Horses or build your own

Many specials throughout the store!

“So we came up with 
a contactless food drive. 
We asked residents of 
Wellesley, St. Clements 
and Linwood to just leave 
their items out on their 
porch. We had families 
volunteer, and they were 
assigned streets and they 
just collected item –  fami-
lies just stuck together and 
then they just dropped 
it off. There’s no contact 
with anybody,” she said. 
“Then we split the food 

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

TWO OUTTA THREE 
AIN’T BAD. It worked for 
Meatloaf, and also for the 
Elmira Sugar Kings over 
the weekend.

Wins over Cambridge 
and Stratford bookended 
a loss to Ayr, with the 
Kings emerging from the 
stretch of three games in 
four nights still atop the 
standings in the GOJHL’s 
Midwestern Conference 
with a record of 18-5.

The hockey team was 
in Cambridge December 
2, where Elmira emerged 
with a 5-3 victory over 
the Redhawks. Back at 
home Saturday, the Kings 
were edged by the Ayr 
Centennials 4-3, bounc-
ing back Sunday night to 
post a 4-3 shootout win 
over the visiting Stratford 
Warriors.

“Thursday was a good 
effort. I thought our power 
play more or less won the 
game. Getting three on 
the power play, anytime 
you do that you’re going to 
give yourself a chance to 

Kings take two of three games to remain atop Western Conference standings
win,” said head coach Rob 
Collins. 

“I thought the Ayr 
game was as expected: 
they play really, really 
hard, and they play 
us really close. It was 
another one-goal game 
where they scored late 
in the game. That might 
have been one where had 
our power play got going 
a little earlier, some of 
the chances might have 
changed the momen-
tum,” he said. “Credit 
there, they played well 
and probably deserve at 
least one winner out of all 
the games against us this 
year.”

Special teams were the 
factor last Thursday night 
in Cambridge, with the 
Kings going 3-7 with the 
extra skater, while the host 
side was 0-3.

The Redhawks (13-10-1) 
were first on the board, 
getting the scoring under-
way with just over three 
minutes left in the open-
ing period. But the Kings 
responded with their first 
of their power-play goals 
at 19:21, that one off of the 

stick of Jaxson Murray, 
assisted by Nathaniel Mott 
and Kurtis Goodwin.

It was 1-1 after 20 
minutes, the Kings having 
been outshot 20-13.

After the intermission, 
it was the Kings who came 
out ready to play. Murray 
potted his 13th of the 
year at 2:41, a power-play 
marker assisted by Mott 
and Brody Leblanc. Just 
33 seconds later, it was 3-1 
Elmira thanks to a goal 
from Lucas Carson (Logan 
Crans, Chris Black). But 
the Redhawks weren’t just 
going to roll over, scoring 
twice in a two-minute 
span to tie the game.

Another power play 
allowed the Kings to go 
ahead for good, however. 
Goodwin, from Luke Eurig 
and Mott, made it 4-3 at 
10:09. Murray completed 
his hat trick before the 
period was out, with 
assists going to Eurig and 
Aidan Yorke. 

With neither team scor-
ing in the third, the game 
ended with Elmira being 
5-3 winners despite being 
outshot 42-29. 

“We’re really starting 
to like the way our power 
play’s looking. They’re 
starting to find a lot of 
chemistry,” said Collins. 
They look really danger-
ous. They look like they’re 
getting chances to score 
every power play right 
now.”

The power play didn’t 
factor into Saturday 
night’s game against 
fifth-place Ayr (9-7-3-4) at 
the WMC, however, as the 
Kings went 0-3. The PK 
was helpful, though, as the 
Centennials were 0-7.

The game was a back-
and-forth contest after a 
scoreless opening period. 
Owen O’Donnell got the 
Kings on the board just 40 
seconds into the middle 
frame, assisted by Leblanc 
and Jayden Lammel. 
The Centennials tied it at 
1-1, however, with just 41 
seconds left.

In the third, Lammel 
(Murray, Adam Grein) 
made it 2-1 at 4:07. Ayr 
tied the game, then took 
the lead before Leblanc’s 
18th of the season made it 
3-3 at 14:48. With just 36 

seconds left in regulation, 
however, the Centennials 
struck again, leading to 
a 4-3 final in which the 
visitors outshot the home 
side 33-30. 

Less than 24 hours later, 
the Kings had another 
shot at a win, welcoming 
the third-place Stratford 
Warriors (16-5-0-1) to the 
WMC. It would require 
a shootout, but they 
deposited two points in 
the bank.

Sunday’s game saw 
the Kings fall behind 2-0 
less than 10 minutes in. 
They got one of those 
back before the period 
ended, however, when 
Eurig (Murray, Leblanc) 
scored on the power play 
at 13:27.

It was a 2-2 game after 
40 minutes, as Elmira’s 
Owen Duiker (Grein, 
Black) scored the only goal 
of the middle stanza. The 
two teams then exchanged 
goals in the third – Strat-
ford on the power play 
followed by the equalizer 
with less than two minutes 
to play courtesy of O’Don-
nell (Liam Eveleigh, 

Murray) – setting the stage 
for overtime.

The OT settled nothing, 
so it was off to a shootout, 
where it took six rounds 
for somebody to score. 
Luckily for the home-team 
fans, that goal came off 
of Eveleigh’s stick to give 
Elmira the 4-3 win.

“I thought for the most 
part we were really solid, 
stuck with the game plan 
right to the end, scored 
late in regulation to tie it 
up and managed to get 
in the shootout – we’ll 
take the two points,” said 
Collins of the Stratford 
game. 

“It was nice to see a local 
kid get the winner –  there 
was a heck of an ovation 
from the local side when 
Liam Eveleigh skated  out 
to take the penalty shot, 
so it was really neat to see 
him score the winner like 
that.”

The Kings are scheduled 
to play in Listowel Friday 
night before returning 
home to welcome the 
Redhawks for a rematch 
Sunday night. The puck 
drops at 7 p.m.

items, non-perishables, 
evenly between Wellesley, 
Woolwich and Wilmot.

Among the items most 
requested are diapers, 
baby wipes, baby wash, 
laundry detergent, rice, 
canned beans, canned 
vegetables, granola bars 
and juice boxes (100% 
juice only).

Cash donations can 
be made by etransfer at 
office@wellesleymen-
nonite.ca, with donors 
asked to indicate “Welles-

ley Food Cupboard – 
hockey food drive” in the 
comments section. All 
cash will be directed to the 
Wellesley Food Cupboard, 
Birrell noted.

The contactless food 
drive will be carried on in 
future years, as well, she 
added.

“The idea was just to 
give back to the commu-
nity. We found that with 
that option (contactless 
food drive), we actually 
was able to collect a lot 

more food items when we 
compared it to the parade. 
So now fast forward to this 
year, we’re still dealing 
with the pandemic, things 
are a little bit easier now, 
so we joined with the Twin 
Centre Stars,” said Birrell.

“This year, teams 
will actually be walking 
around and collecting 
those items – they’ll be 
wearing their jerseys, 
they’ll be wearing masks 
and collecting in the same 
manner.”

FOOD DRIVE: Started last year due to pandemic, new format is a keeper
→ FROM 3

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

A RISE IN COVID CASES 
among school-aged 
children in the region 
prompted the closure of 
two schools in the last 
month – the first time 
since they had reopened 
for the school year – as 
long health officials look 
to get more shots in arms.

In the meantime, 
multiple cohort outbreaks 
meant high numbers and 
high contact cases that 
needed to get tested. 
“Cases are starting to 
occur in those who are 
unvaccinated and are 
rising in those that have 
been, until very recently 
ineligible for vaccination, 
that is among children 

Region steps up bid to vaccinate children
Region Public Health start to promote Every Dose Counts clinics in schools in effort to convince parents to protect their kids

5 to 11 years of age,” said 
medical officer of health 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang. 

“Concurrent with the 
increases in school-aged 
children, we are seeing 
an increased number 
of outbreaks declared 
in elementary school 
cohorts. This trend will 
likely continue until 
more of our 5- to 11-year-
old population becomes 
immunized. Immuniza-
tion has prevented signif-
icant spread in the older 
12- to 17-year-old school 
cohorts. I would like to 
thank the thousands of 
parents and guardians for 
getting their 5-to-11-year-
old’s vaccinated this past 
week.”

Public health is working 
to create positive experi-

ences for children getting 
vaccinated, working with 
more partners to reach 
kids with disabilities and 
with the school board to 
set up children’s vaccina-
tion clinics that parents 
can attend.

On Monday, an outbreak 
of 20 cases at Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic shool 
in Kitchener was declared 
over after shutting the 
school down. Also, at the 
beginning of the week, 
the region announced 
the closure of in-person 
classes at Southridge 
PS for another multiple 
cohort outbreak, with 
15 cases and counting. 
Since December 1, eight 
schools in the region have 
reported active outbreaks, 
with some 27 cases 

between them. 
“We are taking import-

ant and necessary steps 
to protect children, staff 
and the school commu-
nity from exposure to the 
COVID-19 virus,” said 
Wang in a release. “This 
school closure is the 
second in Waterloo Region 
since the return to in-class 
learning.”

During the region’s 
weekly pandemic briefing 
December 3, the director 
of pharmacy for the local 
hospitals, Vickie Murray, 
said that as part of the 
vaccine rollout, the region 
has partnered with the 
school board, Kidsability 
and St. John Ambulance to 
eliminate barriers to kids 
getting inoculated. 

“We encourage every-

one to get vaccinated. 
Our regional vaccination 
clinics have appointments 
available.”

In the vein, the 
region has rolled out 
Camp Pinebush at the 
Cambridge vaccination 
clinic site to cater to 
children. Director Lisa 

Ambsley said the site 
has seen a good response 
from children getting 
vaccinated. She noted that 
colouring has been the 
biggest hit so far with kids, 
who hang their art works 
on the wall so they can 
come find it again when 

→ VACCINATION EFFORT 21
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get  
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

Opinion “As we remember the victims of this hate-
ful, cowardly act, we are also reminded 
that, for countless women, girls, and 
gender diverse people in Canada and 
around the world, violence is a daily reality.” 
PM Justin Trudeau on the National Day of Remembrance 
and Action on Violence against Women.

Just 46.5% of Canadians plan to ask 
family and friends to get a COVID test 
to ensure safety before holiday visits, 
with only 7.7% saying they could never 
ask them to get a COVID test’ and 6.3% 
saying they’d like to ask them, but can’t. 
Rapid Test & Trace Canada

Verbatim The Monitor

On the road to normality, the Omicron variant 
appears to be little more than a fallen tree branch 
lying across the pavement.

While there was some initial fuss and the details are 
still being studied, there’s little political appetite for returning to 
lockdowns or restrictions of any kind. The SARS-CoV-2 corona-
virus is likely to become endemic, meaning it’s here to stay and 
we’ll have to work around it.

That means we may end up dealing with COVID-19 like we do 
with seasonal colds and flu. The jury is still out on an endemic 
path for the virus, one that sees it stick around rather than being 
eradicated, but experts are increasingly leaning in that direction. 
The optimistic view is that enough people will gain immune 
protection from vaccination and from natural infection such 
that there will be less transmission and much less hospitaliza-
tion and death, even as the virus continues to circulate.

That doesn’t mean we do nothing now. Nor does it mean we 
end mask mandates and vaccination drives. With the latter, in 
fact, health experts note that increased vaccination rates could 
help reduce the number of variants while reducing the severity 
of infections, and cut down on hospitalization rates and fatali-
ties.

When the disease shifts from pandemic to endemic, the health 
outcomes will be less severe, and we’ll be better able to manage 
and accept the lowered risks associated the virus. At that point, 
we can do away with most or all of the measures put in place 
more than a year and a half ago, with inoculation being our best 
line of defence. 

That eventually supports measures such as this week’s 
announcement from Ottawa making vaccination mandatory in 
federally regulated workplaces. Mandatory vaccination require-
ments are already in place for the public sector, employees work-
ing in the federally regulated air, rail, and marine transportation 
sectors, and travelers on these modes of transportation. The new 
regulations would ensure that employees in all other federally 
regulated industries, such as road transportation, telecommuni-
cations, and banking, are also vaccinated.

Given the size of the workforce in question – an issue in and 
of itself – the measures could have an impact. There are approx-
imately 18,500 employers in federally regulated industries, 
including federal Crown corporations, which together employ 
955,000 people, about six per cent of all employees in Canada. 
When including the public federal service itself, those numbers 
increase to some 19,000 employers and 1.3 million employees 
(about 8.5 per cent of all employees in Canada).

We’ve also see mandatory vaccination policies in some sectors 
and among some employers, notably healthcare providers in 
Ontario, where the provincial government has opted against 
mandatory measures.

Those are important steps not only to stem the spread of the 
virus and resultant hospitalizations, but to provide the public 
with some confidence as we attempt to return to a life that 
resembles pre-pandemic times.  

Confidence may not be as abundant as we’d like, but we’re 
starting to not only see a post-pandemic future, but to act as if 
that’s the case.

The Omicron scare was relatively short-lived, with much of the 
public reaction based on the potential (over)reaction of govern-
ment officials rather than health concerns. Details are still forth-
coming, but there don’t appear to be extraordinary impacts from 
the variant. Rather, we feared additional lockdowns or re-impo-
sition of restrictions. 

Not only is there little political will for that, pandemic fatigue 
means the public won’t buy in. Moreover, the economic situation 
makes regression a non-starter, as not only did governments 
overspend in reaction – the fallout of which has yet to occur – but 
the economy already has more than a few issues to overcome 
even at this point in the reopening.

Add in the fact that we’re well into the holiday season, and 
there’s no going back

There’s no going back as we 
adjust to an endemic virus

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

We reviewed the propos-
als ... carefully and thor-

oughly and concluded that Iran 
violated almost all compro-
mises found previously in 
months of hard negotiations,” 
said the German Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson on Sunday. 
As a funeral oration, it lacked 
in elegance, but it did the job: 
the 2015 treaty curbing Iran’s 
nuclear ambitions is dead.

It was last week’s meeting in 
Vienna that dealt it the death 
blow. Officially Iran and the six 
guarantors of the treaty (China, 
France, Germany, Russia, 
the United Kingdom and the 
United States) were there to 
revive the deal that Donald 
Trump tried to kill when he 
unilaterally pulled the U.S. out 
in 2018, but the new Iranian 
government overplayed its 
hand.

When Joe Biden replaced 
Trump last January it looked 
like reviving the deal would 
be simple. Washington would 
drop all the sanctions Trump 
had slapped on Iran, Tehran 
would undo all the cautious 
steps it had taken on enriching 
uranium beyond the treaty’s 
limits to bring pressure on 
America and its allies, and 
everybody would live happily 
ever after.

The nuclear deal is dead! 
Long live deterrence!

ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

But the government of Pres-
ident Hassan Rouhani, which 
originally negotiated the treaty, 
wanted Biden to cancel the 
sanctions first, since it was the 
U.S. that had reneged on the 
deal. Biden wouldn’t do that, 
and wanted Iran to roll back the 
uranium enrichment first. A 
typical bazaar haggle, but the 
clock was ticking.

Rouhani had reached the 
two-term limit, and in this 
May’s presidential election in 
Iran he was replaced by a hard-
line nationalist, Ebrahim Raisi. 
The new president can see that 
Iran has survived the renewed 
American sanctions for three 
years, and he clearly believes 
that further U.S. sanctions 
would hit diminishing returns. 
He may well be right.

We are probably about to 
find out, because the first thing 
Raisi did on taking office was to 
request a five-month break in 
the talks while the new Iranian 
government got its bearings. 
But Iran’s level of uranium 
enrichment continued at a high 
level during the hiatus: it is 
now up to 60 per cent, and the 

next step (an easy one) is to 90 
per cent: weapons-grade. (The 
treaty limit is 3.67 per cent.)

When Raisi’s representa-
tives returned to the table in 
Vienna last week, they brought 
his new demands: all the 
compromises that had been 
agreed in the talks last spring, 
when Rouhani was still presi-
dent, were cancelled, and Iran 
wanted a promise (impossible 
for a U.S. president to make) 
that sanctions would never be 
re-imposed. Game over. Iran 
goes nuclear.

It’s not yet decided whether 
the planned return to the table 
in Vienna sometime this week 
will happen, but it would just be 
to say good-bye. Trump wins: 
he has trashed a perfectly good 
treaty, and Iran will get the 
bomb, or at least the ‘threshold 
capability’ to make a bomb in a 
short time if it needs one.

So what should everybody 
else do now? Not much, if we’re 
being honest. It was only ever 
such a big deal because Israel 
said it was. However, Israel has 
had nuclear weapons for half 
a century, and now has several 
hundred of them, so we may 
assume that the people who 
guide Israel’s nuclear strategy 
know that a few Iranian nuclear 

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs

→DYER 14
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Editor's 
Point of View

The Christmas spending rush comes amidst growing amount of debt

(CMHC)’s annual Resi-
dential Mortgage Indus-
try report.

Meanwhile, the latest 
MNP Consumer Debt 
Index raises red flags 
about Canadians’ plans 
to borrow more – and in 
potentially riskier ways 
– to make ends meet or 
finance their purchasing 
habits over the next few 
months.

Six in ten (58 per cent) 
are at least somewhat 
likely to borrow more 
before the end of this 
year, including 37 per cent 
who say they are inclined 
to spend using a credit 
card that already carries 
a balance. ‘Buy now, pay 
later’ (BNPL) options, 
which have boomed along-
side the spike in online 
shopping and financial 
instability caused by the 

pandemic, will likely be 
the method of payment 
for 22 per cent Canadians 
this fall. The same number 
are looking at purchase 
finance options, and 15 per 
cent say they are likely to 
apply for a new credit card. 
Moreover, one in ten (nine 
per cent) are considering a 
payday loan, according to 
the report.

Low interest rates have 
left Canadians feeling 
more comfortable increas-
ing indebtedness, the 
study finds. Notably, 
half (49%) say that with 
interest rates so low, they 
are more relaxed about 
carrying debt than they 
usually are, up four points 
since last quarter. More-
over, 58 per cent say that 
low interest rates provide 
them with a good oppor-
tunity to buy things they 
might not otherwise be 
able to afford.

These changes come 
even as a large portion of 
the working population is 

living pay cheque to pay 
cheque, unable to save, 
and worried about their 
local economy. Working 
Canadians are barely 
making ends meet – about 
half report it would be 
difficult to meet their 
financial obligations if 
their pay cheque was 
delayed by even a week, 
for instance.

While pay has remained 
largely unchanged, 
employees’ spending and 
debt levels have affected 
their ability to save. 
According to surveys, 
some 40 per cent of 
employees say they spend 
all of or more than their 
net pay, and about half 
are able to save just five 
per cent or less of their 
earnings. 

This state of affairs is no 
accident, nor is it the result 
of the financial crisis that 
began with the meltdowns 
of 2008, as the middle class 
has been under assault for 
more than three decades. 

The recession and “recov-
ery” that followed collapse 
caused by the financial 
services industry is indic-
ative of the trend: corpo-
rate profits and executive 
bonuses quickly bounced 
back, while unemployment 
remains high and those 
with jobs work longer and 
harder to tread water.

Corporations have been 
sitting on those profits, 
hording cash or speculat-
ing in the markets rather 
than investing in real 
economic activity that 
would create jobs and 
get the economy back on 
track.

Greater productivity and 
a concerted effort to seek 
customers in emerging 
markets would do wonders 
for the Canadian econ-
omy – and, ultimately, the 
global situation – if only 
firms would do something 
useful.

This would be good for 
Canadian companies and 
good for Canada – a virtu-

ous circle of increased 
investment and increased 
productivity would 
increase the debt-carrying 
capacity of all, through 
higher wages, greater prof-
its and higher government 
revenues.

That’s mostly wishful 
thinking, however, as 
governments have done 
nothing to encourage that 
kind of behaviour. Just the 
opposite, in fact, given the 
emphasis on corporate tax 
reductions, deregulation, 
mobile capital and a host of 
other measures that have 
reduced corporate account-
ability. Those who call 
for tax policies to prompt 
companies to spend 
accordingly – taxing at a 
much higher rate profits 
not put back into produc-
tive use, for instance – have 
been dismissed by the busi-
ness lobby, which contin-
ues to exercise tremendous 
influence despite the self-
made crises.

This kind of bad 
behaviour is nothing new. 
Look at the history of auto-
mation and productivity 
gains in industry. They 
were supposed to bring us 
a higher standard of living 
and more leisure time. 
Instead we got neither. 
In fact, just the opposite 
happened. Corporations 
did in fact make larger 
profits, but the money 
was shuffled into the 
hands of a few and into 
dubious financial transac-
tions. At first, workers in 
Canada, the U.S. and other 
advanced economies were 
displaced by the produc-
tivity gains. Real wages fell 
as unemployment levels 
rose, putting more down-
ward pressure on incomes 
due to the competitive 
job market. Later, of 
course, more of the jobs 
were transferred offshore 
to low-wage countries, 
a trend that continues 
today. The result? More 
profits, with almost all of 
the gains concentrated in 

Quick to cite privacy rules when asked for information, bureaucrats have a different take when it applies to others.

Haven’t even started 
your Christmas 

shopping yet? Maybe you 
should just take a pass on 
it this year – or at least 
show some restraint – in 
recognition of the increas-
ing number of warnings 
about consumer debt.

Retailers may not be 
amused by the thought, but 
they needn’t worry, as most 
of us aren’t paying atten-
tion. We continue to spend, 
spend, spend … on credit.

We’re maintaining our 
middle-class lifestyles 
mostly through debt. Easy 
credit and low interest 
rates have fueled the 
borrowing, but it’s our 
spending habits that have 
got the better of us: bigger 
homes, new cars, elec-
tronic toys and so on. Our 
wants are limitless. Our 
wallets, not so much.

Worse still, our real 
incomes and net worth are 
in decline, meaning we’re 
borrowing just to maintain 
the status quo. 

More of us are getting 
caught between falling 
incomes and growing 
household debt, which 
reached an all-time high 
of $2.2 trillion as of the 
last quarter, an increase of 
7.8 per cent over the same 
quarter last year. (The 
average consumer debt 
is $20,739, down 1.7 per 
cent from last year). Worse 
still, increasingly the 
borrowed money is being 
used to finance day-to-
day expenses rather than 
consumer goodies. 

Still, we’re OK with 
taking on more debt, 
both for mortgages and 
consumer spending.

On the housing front, 
record-low interest rates 
and strong housing 
market activity driven by a 
pandemic-fuelled demand 
for more space propelled 
residential mortgage debt 
growth during the first 
half of 2021 up to levels not 
seen in a decade, accord-
ing to Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation →KANNON 14
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Taking shelter from the ...  
shame and embarrassment

other hand, a quinzhee 
would be nice too.”

If you are unfamiliar 
with a quinzhee, it is 
essentially just a big pile 
of snow that has settled 
enough so that you can 
dig a shelter inside of it. 
Quinzhee, I suspect, is an 
Inuit word for failed igloo.

Clearly, this fantasy of 
spending a night outside 
in a snow shelter is noth-
ing to be proud of. I know 
this because of a conver-
sation I had with my 
best friend Tom last year 
around this time when the 
mood struck.

Steve: Hey Tom. I’m 
thinking of doing a little 
winter camping.

Tom: Oh God, you’re 
not thinking of sleeping 
outside in a snow fort 
again, are you?

Steve: It’s a quinzhee, 
Tom. 

Tom: Your igloo already 
collapsed?

(Long, awkward silence, 
in which I am embar-
rassed for myself, and 
Tom is embarrassed for 

me.)
Steve: Anyhoo….. I’m 

working on a quinzhee, 
and I am seriously 
considering sleeping in it 
tonight. The temperature 
is only supposed to go 
down to minus-10 with the 
wind chill.

Tom: Did you and Jenn 
have a really bad argu-
ment?

Steve: No. I just want to 
do this.

Tom: Apologize to her. 
Roses and a bottle of wine 
might also help.

Steve: It’s not like that. 
We’re getting along just 
fine. Heck, I even invited 
her to spend the night in 
my quinzhee with me.

Tom: Apologize to her. 
Roses and a bottle of wine 
might also help.

Steve: So, you think this 
is a bad idea?

Tom: You have a warm 
bed in your house, right? 
And a fully functional 
furnace?

Steve: Yes.
Tom: Is anyone daring 

you or paying you large 
sums of money to do 
this? Has some sadist 
kidnapped your kids and 
will only release them on 
this condition?

Steve: No.
Tom: Are you hearing 

little voices inside your 
head again?

Steve: No.
Tom: So, there is no logi-

cal reason for doing this?
Steve: I want to prove 

I can. I need to know in 
case I find myself in a 
survival situation where a 
quinzhee is required and 
an igloo is not.

Tom: The last time you 
did this, you snuck back in 
the house at 9 p.m.

Steve: I think I can do 
better this time.

Tom: I should hope so. 
You only entered your 
snow fort at 8:45 p.m.

Steve: It’s a quinzhee…
Tom:  Sure it is. So, to 

recap: you could sleep in 
a nice warm bed, or you 
could choose to sleep in a 
snow fort until just after 9 
p.m. and sneak sheepishly 
into the house, half-frozen 
and embarrassed by your 
failure.

Steve:  There is no 
embarrassment in trying.

Tom: You are a grown 
man, wanting to sleep in a 
snow fort.

Of course, he’s 
wrong about that. It’s a 
quinzhee…

I was raised Catholic, so 
confession is nothing 

new to me. Even so, there 
are things I would still 
hesitate to divulge within 
the confines of a confes-
sional, partly because 
I would feel too much 
shame and embarrass-
ment confessing them to 
a priest.

Fortunately, as regular 
readers of this column 
know, I have no shame or 
embarrassment when a 
deadline is looming.

So here is my confes-
sion. Sometimes after 
the first snowfall, my 
thoughts turn to making 
a snow shelter – and 
actually spending a night 
in one. And, I’m ashamed 
and embarrassed to say, 
this happens every year.

Ideally, that shelter 
would be an igloo. I’m 
talking about a perfectly 
circular one that is so 
beautiful it could be in 
an Inuit issue of Better 
Homes and Gardens.

What generally 
happens, however, is that 
I get to the part where the 
curvature of the wall starts 
to get severe. That’s when 
it invariably collapses and 
I say to myself, “On the 

At its height of popularity, 
Brox Olde Town Village in 
Downtown Elmira attracted 
more bus tours and American 
tourists than neighbouring St. 
Jacobs.

A survey conducted by the 
Elmira BIA of local residents 
identified the need for more 
entertainment and restaurants 
in the core. A T.G.I.F 
restaurant and laser tag 
facility was near the top of 
identified uses residents 
wanted.

An Elmira business co-owned 
by a group of women brought 
art and food together and 
called themselves Gifted Chix.

 ↆ LAST WEEK: TRUE: In 2004 Scouts Canada did introduce a 
Climate Change Education and Action program complete with 
badge. TRUE: Next Energy Geo-Thermal Solutions did build the first 
zero-emission building located on Earl Martin Dr. LIE: There was 
no proposal pitched to Wellesley Councillors to heat their Council 
chambers by cow manure. Some may argue that just happens 
naturally ... we're kidding. Good luck this week. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

weapons are not a mortal 
threat to Israel.

Ten nuclear weapons 
could wipe out half the 
Israeli population if they 
hit the major population 
centres, but this is not 
some special problem 
Israel faces because it is 
small. The United States 
has 330 million people 
and spans a continent, but 

it could also lose half its 
population in an all-out 
Russian nuclear attack.

This is not great, but it 
is also not fatal because 
the United States can 
strike back and kill half 
the Russians (or the 
Chinese or whoever it was 
that attacked). It’s called 
nuclear deterrence, and 
it’s not absolutely fool-
proof, but it has protected 

519-669-3030 | info@footfoundation.ca | www.footfoundation.ca

Elmira, ON11 Church St. E,

VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 
and a HAPPY NEW YEAR!

At Foot Foundation, we want to wish you a 

May the love of Christ fill your hearts and home this season.
Thank you for your continued patronage.

us all from nuclear war for 
75 years.

China has one and a 
half billion people, but 
could lose half of them 
in an all-out American 
attack. Or to get to the 
point of this exercise, Iran 
has 80 million people, 
but it could lose half of 
them in an Israeli nuclear 
attack. The majority of 
the world’s people have to 

 �Cats shouldn’t 
be left to wander 
outdoors

To the Editor,
I just read the article 

about Timber the cat in 
the Dec. 2 issue of the 

be licensed and be kept 
under control by the 
owner, just like a dog.

I guarantee if the cat 
wandered onto my property 
it would become a resident 
of the Humane Society!

Kevin Betts
ELMIRA 

live this way, and quite a 
lot of them (including the 
Iranians) have done so for 
two or three generations 
by now.

The only way Israel 
could claim exemption 
from this aspect of the 
human condition was to 
claim that the Iranians 
were murderous lunatics 
who could not be deterred 
by the threat of massive 

DYER: Iranians unlikely to stop at threshold status in pursuit of nuclear weapons
→ FROM 12

a few hands.
Governments routinely 

aid and abet the shift. That 
the likes of the Bank of 
Canada and its European 
counterparts are making 
even low-key mention of 
the inequities means those 
who’ve created the lower 
standard of living are 
taking note of the social 
unrest that’s starting to 
bubble to the surface.

In an economy based on 
consumerism – a problem 
in its own right – debt-
based spending is unsus-
tainable, as is a shrinking 
middle class. In the short 
term, heading out to the 
mall with your shopping 
list provides an economic 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Observer.  This may be a 
feel-good story to some 
but it just makes me angry.  
Why is it that some seem 
to think that having a pet 
run free is OK? This cat is 
not a pet, it’s a feral animal 
and is most likely respon-
sible for killing dozens of 

birds and digging up and 
defecating in dozens of 
gardens and planters. 

If this were a dog 
roaming around free 
there would be many 
complaints and the animal 
would probably end up in 
a pound. Pet cats should 

nuclear retaliation. They 
might attack Israel with 
nuclear weapons even if 
they knew they would be 
exterminated in return.

That was never true, 
and now Israelis may have 
to get used to living under 
the nuclear threat too. Or 
maybe the Iranians will 
stop at ‘threshold status,’ 
which would be nice. But I 
wouldn’t count on it.

KANNON: The bill always comes due
→ FROM 13 boost. In the long run, 

we may have to curb our 
enthusiasm … at least until 
the bills that will arrive in 
the New Year have been 
paid off.
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Isaiah 9:6

For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.

Serving our commun�y for 29 years.

�����������������

Now, for tomorrow®

Happy Holiday
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Wishing 
you a happy 

new year.

519-699-5252

May you & your family
be touched by the spirit

of the Christmas Season!
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stoking the economic engines.
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Business There were 597 residential homes sold 
last month through the MLS system of the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Association of Realtors, 
setting a new record high for November. 
Sales were up 4.4%. The average sale price 
for all residential properties was $821,969, 
up 28.9% from a year earlier. Detached 
homes sold for an average of $990,447, up 
31%.

Meeting this week, Woolwich coun-
cil awarded a contract extension worth 
$54,000 annually to AMG Environmental Inc. 
to carry out the township's flow-monitoring 
program for another three years. The work 
involves regular inspections of water and 
wastewater systems.

Record home sales Going with the flow

 Bandstand, 
Downtown 

Elmira.

1st Elmira Scouting wishes you Happy Holidays!

Stay safe and warm in your Outdoor Adventures

TREE SALE HOURS: Monday - Friday 6:30pm - 8:30pm
Saturdays 9:00am - 5:00pm  | Sundays 12:00pm - 4:00pm

Gore Park

Thank You For Your Continued Support !

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

EVEN AS THE OMICRON 
VARIANT prompted 
another push for vacci-
nations, Barnswallow 
Place Care Community in 
Elmira was celebrating a 
milestone in that regard: 
100 per cent of the staff 
has received a second 
dose, with most already 
having a booster shot.

That’s an accomplish-
ment worth marking, says 
executive director Cather-
ine Schaulk – some good 
news as the region sees a 
spike in COVID-19 cases.

“The staff here are 
a spectacular group of 
individuals. They love 
what they do, and they’re 
all about great resident 
care. Part of great resident 
care is just ensuring that 
we’re protecting those we 
care for, so the home has 
always had that approach. 
We did lots of education 
around the vaccine and 
why we need to have 
it, and ultimately staff 
jumped in and everyone 
got vaccinated.”

Elmira long-term care home hits vax milestone
Barnswallow Place Care Community sees all staff inoculated, many with third doses, ahead of schedule

Schaulk mentioned up 
until last week they have 
had no outbreaks at the 
facility. One staff member, 
who has all three doses, 
tested positive early in the 
week for COVID and was 
sent home. They tested 
all residents, and all came 
back negative.

She noted they thor-
oughly clean everything 
in the home from top to 
bottom on a regular basis, 
adding more cleaning 
measures during the 
pandemic. 

“We’ve never had any 
residents that are positive. 
They clean their high-
touch points on a regular 
basis, which makes a 
difference. High-touch 
areas would be things 
like handrails, bed rails 
and doorknobs, phones 
and computer mice, that 
kind of thing. So, we use a 
high-grade disinfectant, 
that gets done on a regular 
basis in the home because 
that’s the common areas 
that people will pick 
things up. We’ve also been 
very careful about visitors 

Catherine Schaulk is executive director at Barnswallow Place Care Community in Elmira, which reached 100% vaccination. Justine Fraser

Rising costs need ministers’ attention now 

The federal, provin-
cial and territorial 

agriculture and food 
ministers have hardly had 
a chance to exhale since 
they created the land-
mark Guelph Statement 
last month, a document 
outlining their joint prior-
ities for the next several 
years. 

But I’m afraid they’ll 
need to take a deep breath 
and charge back into the 
thick of things, to figure 
out how they’re going to 
lead the country through 

escalating food costs, the 
ones that are naturally 
going to follow prices 
farmers have received 
over the past 12 months 
for their various commod-
ities.

For example, earlier 
this week Statistics 
Canada announced the 
Farm Product Price Index 
increased nearly 25 per 
cent in September 2021, 
compared with the same 
month a year earlier. The 
price index measures the 
changes in prices that 

farmers receive for the 
agriculture commodities 
they produce and sell. 

The department noted 
the increase is a result 
of higher prices for both 
crops and livestock and 
animal products, and 
added that this is the 13th 
consecutive year-over-
year increase in the index.

Crop prices have seen 

the biggest increase, 
driven by what the 
department describes as 
concerns over tightening 
crop supplies following 
drought in parts of the 
country, especially West-
ern Canada. 

Prices are also up 
thanks to a continued 
strong global demand 
for most of Canada’s 
main crop commodities. 
For example, the wheat 
index posted the largest 
increase, up more than 56 
per cent. That led to the 

overall grains index rising 
by more than 50 per cent, 
compared to the year 
earlier. 

This was the largest 
increase in the grains 
index since July 2008. 

Contributing to the gain 
in the crop index was a 
53 per cent increase in 
specialty crops. Again, it 
reflected the sustained 
global demand from 
Europe and Asia for peas 
and lentils, along with 
tightening supplies due 
to Western Canada’s 

drought.
Finally, on the crops 

side, the oilseed index 
jumped by nearly 40 per 
cent. Canola, soybean 
and flaxseed prices have 
been boosted by tighter 
supplies and rising global 
and domestic demand for 
protein meals and vegeta-
ble oils, according to the 
department.

Fruit prices also 
jumped, nearly 10 per 
cent. Normally, that 
would make economists 

→ ROBERTS 21

→ MILESTONE 21
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Merry Christmas &
A Happy New Year

1.800.265.8735
www.jfm.ca

2755 Lobsinger Line, 
Heidelberg | 519.699.5200

519-747-2708  | RiepertSalt.com
66 Schaefer Street, Waterloo 

Merry Christmas from all of us atMerry Christmas from all of us at

All the Best in 2022!All the Best in 2022!
2021 was Hard 
enough, your Water 
Shouldn’t Be!

2021 was Hard 
enough, your Water 
Shouldn’t Be!

Stay out of 
crowded stores.
Stay out of 
crowded stores.
We Deliver
Fill Up
Follow Up

We Offer

FREE Delivery
FREE Delivery

Softener & Ice Melter

Softener & Ice Melter

Stay Safe this 
Holiday Season!!!
Stay Safe this 
Holiday Season!!!

ELMIRA: 81 Arthur St. S.
519-669-1533

FERGUS: 390 Beatty Lane
519-843-1620

Delivering Our
Best Wishes!

To Santa’s Garage 
and Yours!

Happy Holidays from:

ERIN: 4 Erinville Dr.
519-833-9785

ARTHUR: 100 Charles St.
519-848-2531

For unto us a 
child was born

�e Messiah who 
saves �e world.

For unto us a 
child was born

�e Messiah who 
saves �e world.

May your 
Christmas 

be great 
as ever in 

the light 
of the 

Savior’s 
love!

6455 Reid Woods Dr., RR#4 Elmira
519-669-9488 | www.tubeline.ca

Happy Holidays
5 Dunke St. N.
Elmira, ON
519.669.2901

From

New patients always welcome

Your Pet’s Home for Health Care

Call Today!

519-699-1118
www.richmondheatingandair.com

HIGH EFFICIENCY HEATING | NATURAL GAS PIPING  | SEE US FOR GOVERNMENT REBATES ON FURNACE & AIR CONDITIONERS

1-2633 Herrgott Rd. | St Clements

From all of us at 
Richmond Heating and Air, 

wishing you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year
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1.800.265.6126  |

Blessings this Christmas
Season to You

and Your Loved Ones  

Your Feed and Pet Food Supplier

Merry 
Christmas!

Division of Martin’s Small Engines

Check out our
 selection of 

snowblowers

Stress less about snow 
removal this holiday.

Stress less about snow 
removal this holiday.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519-669-2884

DUB-L-E ESSO
390 Arthur St., S., Elmira

519-669-2015

DUB-L-E ESSO

519-656-2460 Wellesley, ONwww.bio-ag.com

Have a happy holiday season
from all of us at: MERRY CHRISTMAS!

“And the angel said to them, ”Fear not, for
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that

will be for all the people.” ~Luke 2:10

MERRRRRR YRYR CHRISTSTS MAS!
“And the angel said to them, ”Fear not, for

behold, I bring you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people.” ~Luke 2:10

10 MAIN ST.,
DRAYTON
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25 Earl Martin Drive, Elmira
519-669-8888

www.provincialwastesystems.com HOMETOWN PROUD

I ♥ my local
newspaper.

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

The Woolwich Wild U11 A team went shopping last week for items to donate to Woolwich Community 
Services, a team-building event that allowed the players to give back to the community and spread 
some Christmas cheer! Submitted

The Elmira Kiwanis Santa Claus Parade had per-
fect weather and plenty of seasonal floats to enter-
tain the crowd in downtown Elmira Dec. 4. 
Shyann Katherin Peters
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Winter Is Here

For more tips on emergency preparedness
and outage safety,  visit: 

wnhydro.com/outages

AND WITH IT COMES THE POSSIBILITY OF POWER OUTAGES

Prepare an emergency kit and store it in an easy-to find location.
Check it regularly to make sure it is well-stocked and that all equipment is in good 
working order. For information on what should be in your kit, visit: 
wnhydro.com/emergencykit.

Stay up-to-date on power interruptions and outage information. 
You can find this information by visiting WNH’s interactive outage map at: 
wnhydro.com/outages.

HO! HO! HO!
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DEEP THANKS FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT 
THROUGHOUT THIS 
YEAR OF CHANGES!

Volunteers are always welcome
Follow all our shops 

TO OUR 
SHOPPERS, 
DONORS & 
VOLUNTEERS

519•669• 1611

Merry Christmas!
From our family to yours,

and a happy New Year.
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Last Name,
First Name

Birth Date  |  TownParents Names

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2021
Email photos & caption information to:  ads@woolwichobserver.comEmail photos & caption information to:  ads@woolwichobserver.com

Monday, January 10, 2022Deadline for submission & payment

+hst
$40BOOK 

EARLY!
BOOK 
EARLY!

Full colour photo of 
your little one published 

in the January 13, 
2022 edition.

Full colour photo of 
your little one published 

in the January 13, 
2022 edition.

VACCINATION EFFORT: Region now booking appointments for parents to bring their kinds in for the jab
→ FROM 3

they come back for a 
second dose. 

“The parents have 
been wonderful about 
talking to their kids 
before coming to get their 
vaccine, so the kids have 

an understanding of why 
they’re coming in and that 
tends to make it easier,” 
she said.

Parents can find more 
info about children’s 
immunization and dates 
for after school and full 

day vaccination clinics 
at schools in the region 
online at www.regionof-
waterloo.ca/childrenvac-
cine. 

“The ‘Every Dose 
Counts’ event next week 
is part of our vaccine 

program for children that 
provides a welcoming and 
safe environment for kids 
5 to 11 to get vaccinated,” 
said regional Chair Karen 
Redman during the brief-
ing.

The second round of 

the region’s Every Dose 
Counts event will be held 
this weekend for children 
5 to 11 to get their first 
doses. It will be a child 
friendly atmosphere, with 
games, activities, stick-
ers and on Sunday a visit 

from Santa.
All parents or guardians 

can book an appointment 
for their children to get 
vaccinated on the Region 
of Waterloo website, www.
regionofwaterloo/Geta-
Vaccine. 

and making sure we meet 
the visitor protocols. We 
constantly are educating 
staff and families about 
social distancing and 
wearing the PPE when 
they’re in the home.”

The home is currently 
open to visitors who are 
double vaccinated. They 
are celebrating the holi-
days with fun events and 
activities for residents in 
separated cohorts.

“We’ve been open to 
visitors since phase three 
in the region opened up 
– we still keep residents 
cohorted in their areas. 
We’re providing more 
individualized program-
ming in units. We have 
three home areas in this 
home and programs we 
provide in individual 
home areas,” explained 
Schaulk about programs 
Barnswallow is providing 
for residents. 

Currently the home 
on Barnswallow Drive in 
Elmira has 95 residents, 
all of whom are in the 
process of getting third 
dose boosters, followed by 
the 128-member staff. 

“We are just in the 
process of having clinics 
for third doses so our 
residents would have got 
their dose first. Then we 
hold clinics on a regular 
basis for staff. I think 
we’re more than halfway 
through our staff.”

Like other healthcare 

organizations, Barnswal-
low has also seen some 
staffing shortages during 
the pandemic, Schaulk 
noted they were able to 
fill the positions quickly 
using job fairs and agen-
cies so it didn’t have as 
large an impact on them 
as other long-term care 
homes in Ontario. 

“It hasn’t affected us too 
much. We do definitely 
work at getting Conestoga 
College students in our 
home. We love to do place-
ment hours,” she said of 
the staffing process.

Schaulk said she is 
proud of the staff for rally-

MILESTONE: Getting to 100% well ahead of schedule
→ FROM 16

Catherine Schaulk praised her staff at the facility.

ROBERTS: Farmers are making more money, but their 
costs are also going up, with pressures on several fronts

→ FROM 16

ing through the pandemic 
together, helping resi-
dents every step of the 
way as well as keeping the 
facilities immaculate.

“I’ve worked in the 
business for 36 years, and 
I have been in probably in 
more than 200 homes in 
the province. I would put 
this home against any of 
them. The staff are excel-
lent and it’s very clean.”

The 100 per cent target 
was achieved ahead of the 
provincial government’s 
vaccine mandate for 
long-term care homes that 
comes into effect Decem-
ber 15.

→ FROM 5

That’s up from 231 a 
week earlier. There are 14 
active outbreaks, nine at 
schools and five at work-
place facilities. There were 
11 people hospitalized and 
three in ICU due to the 
virus.

Officials have yet to see 
a local case of the Omicron 
variant, and they remain 
confident the vaccine will 
provide protection should it 
appear in the community.

“A small number of 
cases have been identified 
so far in Ontario although 
no local cases have been 
identified; I would not 

be surprised to hear of 
identified cases in Water-
loo Region. Even when 
cases are identified here, it 
is important to remember 
that we would not go back 
to ground-zero. We know 
what we can do to effec-
tively slow the spread,” 
said Wang.

“We know some things 
about it and based on 
some preliminary findings 
in regard to the features 
of the variant itself and 
the mutations it has, it 
could be more transmis-
sible, there could be a 
degree of vaccine escape. 
Those are kind of the two 

key things were worried 
about. There are things we 
can do that put as a step 
ahead for when Omicron 
arrives because the more 
community is vaccinated, 
the more the spread slows 
in the community, the 
more difficult it will be for 
Omicron to spread.”

In the likelihood the 
new variant may soon be 
seen in the community, 
Wang reminded residents 
to follow public health 
precautions, wear a mask, 
socially distance and get 
vaccinated. A high wall 
of protection is the best 
defence, she said.

BOOSTER: No Omicron cases yet, but they’re expected

and food price forecasters 
wring their hands. But 
when crops are bringing 
in quadruple the price 
they did a year ago, that 
jump suddenly seems 
minor…unless, of course, 
you’re the one buying the 
fruit.

When it comes to live-
stock, the picture was also 
positive for producers. 
The livestock and animal 
products index rose a 
little over 13 per cent, the 
eighth consecutive year-
over-year increase.

Starting with hogs, 
prices were up more 
than 30 per cent, thanks 
to increased export 

demand fueled by the 
lower hog inventory in 
the United States. Canada 
sent one-third more live 
hogs there from Janu-
ary to September 2021, 
compared with the same 
period a year earlier.

The cattle and calves 
index jumped more than 
10 per cent, while the 
total number of animals 
processed at federally 
inspected plants rose 
more than eight per cent, 
driven by higher export 
demand for beef and veal, 
up by almost one-quarter.

Supply-managed 
commodities also posted 
year-over-year increases 
in September 2021, led by 

poultry at 18 per cent, and 
eggs at nearly 11 per cent. 
Dairy, however, which 
seems to be in everyone’s 
crosshairs, was basically 
flat. 

Prices need to be put in 
perspective. Farmers are 
making more money, but 
at the same time, their 
costs of doing business 
are going up too, as we 
discussed here last week. 
Fertilizer, fuel, seed – it’s 
all rising, driven a great 
deal by labour shortages 
and supply chain issues.

So, back to you, agricul-
ture and agri-food minis-
ters. The figures are in, 
and the situation needs 
your attention now.
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Read a local best  
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

Arts Welcome Christmas with Jacob Moon and 
Ali Matthews sees the artists take to the 
stage Dec. 17 for an evening of carols and 
holiday favourites at the Registry Theatre.
www.registrytheatre.com

Returning to live shows, the Shaw Festival 
gets into the holiday spirit with A Christ-
mas Carol, running at the Royal George 
Theatre until Dec. 23, and Holiday Inn at 
the Festival Theatre, also until Dec. 23. 
www.shawfest.com

Songs of the season Christmas at the Shaw

MASTER CRAFTSMEN OF FINE HOMES & INTERIORS

Wishing you a 
blessed holiday 
season as 
we celebrate 
Christ’s birth.

Contact Us:
sales@clbuilders.ca

519-699-4388
countrylanebuilders.ca

Members of the Big Band Theory perform at a pre-pandemic show, returning to the stage for the first time next week for Christmas shows at The Registry Theatre. Submitted

Getting into the swing of things for Christmas
Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

FROM TRADITIONAL 
CAROLS TO TALES of 
Santa’s return to town, 
music is a big part of the 
festive season. But live 
concerts were a no-go 
last time around; now, 
members of the Big Band 
Theory are eager to return 
to the stage next week for 
their popular Christmas 
shows.

The group will perform 
December 18 and 19 at 
Kitchener’s Registry 
Theatre, presenting its 

jazzy take on holiday clas-
sics. As with past Christ-
mas concerts, the shows 
will also serve as a fund-
raiser for a local charity. 
This time around, it’s the 
Kids to Camp Fund.

“We haven’t been 
playing – it’s something 
that everybody misses 
because music is much 
about community and 
about sharing, sharing 
performances and sharing 
the arts,” said BBT music 
director Jim Edwards. 
“We’re starting to feel a 
little bit confident – the 
doors are starting to open 

again. We’re really looking 
forward to that.”

The concerts also 
help mark the Big Band 
Theory’s 10th anniver-
sary. Formed in 2011 by 
local musicians, all of 
whom had an abiding 
affection for the big band 
format, the lineup boasts 
14 horn and reed players, 
supported by a four-piece 
rhythm section, with 
Edwards and his trom-
bone at the helm.

Band members have 
drawn on some of their 
own favourite musicians 
and tunes in coming up 

with a set list for next 
week’s shows.

“We’re presenting some 
really cool and different 
music – music from Stan 
Kenton’s orchestra, music 
From the Airmen of Note, 
which is the Air Force 
band that was formerly 
Glenn Miller’s orchestra,” 
said Edwards. Gordon 
Goodwin’s Big Phat Band 
– we’re playing some of 
his stuff. And then of 
course we’ve got a number 
of great Christmas favour-
ites presented with vocal-
ist Nathan Martin”

As musical director, 

he’ll get to throw in a 
couple of his own faves.

“For me, that would 
probably be Santa Claus 
is coming to town, which 
is a vocal, and then we’re 
doing Have Yourself a 
Merry Little Christmas as 
a tenor saxophone piece, 
which is featuring Ken 
Foster, an amazing saxo-
phonist who is local here,” 
he said.

“The other thing I’ve 
mentioned is the two 
Airmen of Note songs. 
They’re a cute Little 
Drummer Boy boogie – 
imagine taking the Little → BIG BAND THEORY 24

Drummer Boy and they 
can get into a boogaloo, 
boogie woogie kind of 
song. And then a song 
called Jing, Jing, Jing – 
it’s what would happen 
if Jingle Bells met Sing, 
Sing, Sing. So a lot of fun. 
People should enjoy that.”

Whether an immedi-
ately familiar Christmas 
classic or a lesser-known 
gem, each song will have 
BBT’s distinctive jazzy 
sound.

“We made sure we had 
a mix of everything in 
there from Rudolph and 

Big Band Theory returns to live performances with two holidays shows at The Registry Theatre
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24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

ELMIRA
TRUCK 

SERVICE

25 Earl Martin Drive, Elmira | 519-669-5377

Wishing everyone 

Peace & Joy 
Wishing everyone 

Peace & Joy 
this Christmas Season.this Christmas Season.

Thank you forThank you for
your patronage.your patronage.

58 Wellington Rd #7 Unit # 2 Elora  
 519-546-8246 | hearrightcanada.ca

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

58 Wellington Rd #7 Unit # 2 Elora  
 519-546-8246 | hearrightcanada.ca

Wishing you a  
Meaningful & Safe 

Christmas & a  
New Year full of 

Happiness & 
Good Health 

519-664-3701 
www.cribit.com 

The pandemic continued into 2021, 
longer than anyone thought but by 
doing the right things as individuals 
we can have a positive impact on our 
community.  

We appreciate the good faith you`ve shown us this year.

Wishing you and your family a
blessed and bountiful year in 2022.

May faith be your 
guide during this 

holy season.

1540 Floradale Rd., Elmira 
519.669.5105 | www.mgmill.com 
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the Jingle Bell Rock to the 
more jazzy versions of the 
tunes like Jingle Bells that 
we mentioned previously. 
So, yeah, lots of good stuff 
there.”

For the vocal numbers, 
the band will be joined 
by Nathan Martin, a 
Goderich native who 

studied jazz vocal 
performance at Humber 
College. With an exten-
sive background in choral 
music, he’s toured North 
America and Europe 
with the Festival Youth 
Singers, and is a former 
vocalist with the Toronto 
All-Star Big Band. 

“Nathan is also going 

to do a couple of couple 
of solos, which gets him 
in the rhythm section 
as well,” said Edwards. 
“He’s going to do Silver 
Bells and he’s going to do 
Christmas Time is Here, 
which many folks know 
from the Charlie Brown 
years.”

BBT is no stranger to 

the Registry Theatre. The 
group performed there 
with legendary Cana-
dian jazz musician Don 
Thompson in a concert 
that was recorded for 
Big Band Theory’s debut 
album, Evidence. In 
2018, BBT released their 
second CD, A Swingin’ 
Joy, also recorded during 

Christmas concerts at the 
Registry.

For their latest show, 
Big Band Theory takes to 
the Registry stage for two 
performances Dec. 18 (8 
p.m.) and Dec. 19 (3 p.m.). 
Tickets are $25, available 
by calling 519-578-1570  
or online at  
www.registrytheatre.com.

“It’s gonna be a swing-
ing Christmas – big band 
fun, and lots and lots of 
energy,” said Edwards. 
“The ballads will hope-
fully bring a tear to 
someone's eye, but the 
majority of this is going to 
be high-energy swinging, 
really-enjoy-the-show 
kind of moments.”

BIG BAND THEORY: Audiences can expect a “high-energy swinging” show as group rolls out its Christmas concerts 
→ FROM 22

Members of the Big Band Theory have been rehearsing at their practice space in a barn near Baden, eager to return to live performances. Submitted
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I ♥ my local
newspaper.
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Hey Kids! Let’s fill our communities 
with plenty of snow creations this year.

observerxtra.com/snowday
More details and photo upload:

Everytime the snow flies have fun outside, get creative!

1. Make a snow 
    creation & name it.
2. Take a picture with 

creator(s).
3. Upload photo.
4. See it in the 

Observer & online.
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Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

Classifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

Full time permanent  
positions available  

at our apple processing plant in Elmira.
Line Workers Days, Afternoons & Nights 

Forklift Operator Afternoons

Monday to Friday 40hour week
Shift premium + benefits 

Please message: 
hr@martinsapples.com 

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Contact 519-664-3688

WANTED

Dismantle 
and build 
wooden 

pallets on 
your farm.

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

46 Stillwater St., Elmira  MLS

6 Mourningdove Cr., Elmira  MLS

SOLD

SOLD

 ↆ R E A L  E S T A T EHelp Wanted Help Wanted
FRAMERS WANTED 
TO JOIN AN ESTAB-
lished team. Full time, 
year round, locally 
working(Woodstock, 
Elmira. Guelph Elora, 
Plattsville, KW). Zoom 
Booms on sites. Bi 
weekly paid. Compet-
itive wages must have 
drivers license. Email 
resume to hitechfram-
ing@gmail.com or call 
519-616-4008.

For Sale
CHRISTMAS SALE AT 
HILLCREST HOME 
BAKING!! December 
7 31, 2021. 10% off 
all candy; 10% off 
all fabrics; 50% off 
selected polyesters; 
5.99 - 7.99m cottons 
(selected); 10% off 
tablecloths, sewing 
notions, quilt batts, 
hosiery, underwear 
and mitts. 10% off 
sweaters and pack-
aged shirts; 10% off 
toys,books, games, 
school supplies, baby 
items etc. 10% off 
clocks, touch lamps, 
bookends, giftware, 
towels, cannister 
sets etc. REGULAR 
HOURS Tues - Fri. 
8:00 - 6:00, Sat, 
8:00 - 5:00, Closed 
Mondays. HOLIDAY 
HOURS- Dec. 24 & 31, 
8:00 - 4:00, Closed 
Jan. 1 to 5th. Bakery 
will be closed Jan. 1 
to 18th. CUSTOMER 
APPRECIATION DAYS 
DEC. 14 & 15TH -- 
FREE COFFEE, & LONG 
JOHNS!!! New Item 
coming Happy Mom's 
Diapers. Thanks to all 
our customers!!

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking  
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
LOOKING TO BUY 
OLDER WATCHES, 
old black and white 
photographs, post-
cards and vintage 
costume jewelry. Call 
Steve, 519-831-3011.

Rentals
UPSTAIRS APART-
MENT AVAILABLE 
immediately or Jan.1 
- 2 bedrooms, one 
bathroom, l iv ing 
room, laundry room, 
sun porch and all 
appl iances. Heat 
& hydro included, 
$2000/mth. No pets, 
no smoking in house. 
Working professionals 
preferred. 519-698-
2207.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or 
email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

Coming 
Events

KARATE HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL!   SCHWEITZER'S 
MARTIAL ARTS. 6 
weeks plus uniform 
only $89+tax! Start 
now or use as a gift. 
Group classes for ages 
4 to adult. Classes 
taught by Renshi 
Becky Schweitzer, 
4th Degree Black Belt 
and 12X World Karate 
Champion. Loca-
tion at Heidelberg 
Community Centre 
2915 Lobsinger Line, 
He ide lberg.  Call 
519-580-1418 or e-mail  
becky_schweitzer@
hotmail.com

100% 
Local

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

$575,000$575,000

ELMIRA -  Here is your opportunity to own your own a bungalow 
in the great neighbourhood of Bridgeport!! This 2+1 bedroom 
brick bungalow is situated on a large private 149ft deep lot.   
Walk out from your family room to a wrap around deck, (5 years 
new), enjoy the large fenced back yard, perfect for summer 
BBQs and family get togethers. The eat in kitchen has newer 
cabinets and counter tops as well as a new fridge.   Impress your 
guests in your front formal dining room, (or use it as an extra 
bedroom) another 2 bedrooms and a bathroom finish off the 
main floor. The attic has a pull down ladder with access to lots of 
storage space. The basement is unfinished with great potential, 
just waiting for your personal touch. Walk-up separate entrance 
to the basement, with a roughed in bedroom provides loads of 
possibilities.   Call your realtor today!

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

For Sale
CHRISTMAS GIFT 
B AS K E T S  F R O M 
Maitside Orchard & 
Store. Price range 
$13.- $33. For details 
and local pick up 
options & ordering call 
519-835-0099.

CRAFT SALE. EVERY 
SATURDAY FROM 
now until Christmas. 
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Christ-
mas aprons, quilts 
and hooked mats. 47 
Herbert St., Elmira. 
519-669-5747.

F R E E  M I X E D 
S AW D U S T  A N D 
wood shavings for 
animal bedding. You 
pick-up weekly in 
your enclosed trailer 
from our Dust Collec-
tor Hopper. Baywood 
Millwork, Bridgeport 
area of Kitchener, Joel 
519-748-9577 x 106.

SINGER SLANT-O-
M AT I C  S E W I N G 
machine, cabinet 
model with bench 
and cams. Child's 
mahogany rocker; 
antique platform 
rocker; 48" pine wall 
quilt rack with shelf; 
bread maker; antique 
sewing side table. Call  
519-669-8894.

Solutions for this week's puzzles.
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 ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions 

Pest control with 
residual built in 

Serving KW and 
surrounding area

Thorncreek Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest 
Management 

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Office – Open for select services 
The Township office is open to walk-in public traffic, with staff working a mix of in office and 
from home. It is recommended that you use our services offered online or phone to book an 
appointment before visiting the office to ensure we are available to assist you. The following 
services can be accessed through our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, 

Trees, Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit
For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or call  
519-669-1647. For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.
Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.
Recreation Programs and Facilities
As per Ontario Regulation 645/21, beginning September 22, 2021, all individuals who are 
entering indoor municipal recreation facilities will be required to provide proof of vaccination 
along with ID. 
Exemptions include:
• Individuals under 18 years old who are entering the facility to participate in 
• Children under 12 years old
• Individuals with a medical exemption.

Visitors to our facilities must continue to Covid pre-screen prior to entering. QR codes will be 
provided at the door. Please display the green checkmark upon entry. We ask for your patience 
& understanding as our Recreation staff work to implement these new procedures to keep our 
patrons, volunteers & staff safe.
For more information on Recreation Programs and Facilities, please check the Township 
website or call 519-514-7000.
Local Business Resources
FREE masks: order your free supply of masks online at https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-
Business-PPE-Mask-Request.
FREE COVID-19 screening kits: Visit www.chambercheck.ca to learn more and to schedule 
your pick-up. 
COVID-19 Small Business Ambassador Program: Free program for small and medium 
sized businesses in the Region to minimize COVID-19 risks and boost staff and customer 
confidence. Get a window decal to show you completed the program. 
Sign up at www.regionofwaterloo.ca/ambassador 
Businesses grants: https://reliefwithinreach.ca/waterloo-region/ 
For more information about government programs and other business 
supports call Jenna Morris at 519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca
Public Health Information
Getting fully vaccinated protects you against hospitalization and serious outcomes caused by 
COVID-19.  Every single person who gets vaccinated helps to build up our wall of protection 
against COVID-19 in Waterloo Region. Get vaccinated today: 
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/GetVaccinated 

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Email photos & caption information to:  ads@woolwichobserver.comEmail photos & caption information to:  ads@woolwichobserver.com
Monday, January 10, 2022

Deadline for submission & payment

Full colour photo of  your
 little one published in the 
January 13, 2022 edition.

Full colour photo of  your
 little one published in the 
January 13, 2022 edition. Last Name,

First Name
Birth Date  |  TownParents Names

+hst
$40Babies

YEAR!
of the

2021
BOOK 
EARLY!
BOOK 
EARLY!
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 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Jordan, Emily-Jayne
Passed away peacefully at Grand River 
Hospital on Monday, November 29, 
2021 at the age of 34. Cherished wife 
of Derek Jordan of Elmira. Loving 
mother of Nora and Henry. Will be 
greatly missed by her parents Paul 
and Janet Williamson, brothers John 
and Glenn, in-laws Murray and Denise 
Jordan, and her extended family and 
friends. Emily was the youth educator, 
secretary, and a proud member of the 
Elmira Legion Branch 469 for many 
years. A celebration of life will be held 
on Sunday, December 12, 2021 from 
2-5 p.m. at the Elmira Legion, 11 First 
St. E., Elmira. Masks are mandatory, 
proof of vaccination required. Emily’s 
family wishes to thank “Emm’s Army” 
for their outpouring of support. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations 
to Grand River Regional Cancer 
Centre or the Elmira Legion would be 
appreciated and may be made through 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Showalter, Jason
Passed away peacefully at Grand River 
Hospital on Tuesday, November 30, 
2021 at the age of 65. Loving husband 
of Ada (Frey) Showalter. Dear father of 
Matthew (Barbara) Showalter of Elora, 
Joseph Showalter of Kenilworth, 
Grace (Tom) Huber of Palmerston, 
Ruth, Miriam, Luke (RosaLee), and 
Paul Showalter all of Elmira. Will 
be missed by eight grandchildren. 
Brother of Anna Mary (LeeRoy) 
Hensley, Lucinda (Edwin) Martin, 
Lloyd (Rachel) Showalter and brother-
in-law of Irene Showalter. Predeceased 
by his parents Daniel and Vera (Beery) 
Showalter, brothers Joel and Wayne 
Showalter. Visitation took place on 
Thursday, December 2, 2021 from 
5:30-8:30 p.m. and Friday, December 
3, 2021 from 12:30 - 4 p.m. at the home 
of Luke and RosaLee Showalter, 7584 
Reid Woods Dr., Elmira. Family service 
was held on Saturday, December 4, 
2021 at 9 a.m. at the home, then to 
Montrose Mennonite Meeting House 
for further service and burial. The 
service was by invitation only. The 
family wishes to express appreciation 
for all the support and prayers during 
this time. A special thank you to the 
doctors and nurses at Grand River ICU.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Esther (Bowman)
Passed away peacefully on December 
5, 2021 at the home of Allen Sauder, 
at the age of 86 years, 3 months and 5 
days. Beloved wife of the late Reuben 
H. Martin (2005) for approximately 49 
years. Mother of Hannah and Allen 
Sauder of RR 1, Waterloo, Lydian 
Martin of RR 1, Harriston, Martha 
and Angus Martin of RR 5, Lucknow, 
Melvin and Arlene Martin of RR 1, 
Linwood, Sidney and Anna Martin 
of RR 1, Harriston,  Paul and Sarah 
Martin of RR 2, Desbarats, Katie 
Martin of RR 1, Waterloo, Nelson and 
Emma Martin of RR 2, Wallenstein, 
and Elvina Martin of RR 5, Lucknow. 
Survived by 30 grandchildren and 35 
great-grandchildren. Sister of Minerva 
(Mrs. Urias) Martin, Elizabeth and 
Peter Matin, Lucinda (Mrs. Cleason) 
Brubacher, Edwin and Nancy Bowman, 
Alvin and Elmeda Bowman. Sister-in-
law of Elam MJ Martin and Loretta 
Martin. Predeceased by her parents 
Cyrus and Hannah (Weber) Bowman, 
step-mother Salome (Martin) Bowman, 
one great-grandson, brother Ervin 
Bowman, eight brothers-in-law and 
seven sisters-in-law. Viewing was held 
on Tuesday, December 7, 2021 from 1-5 
and 6-8 p.m. at 1172 New Jerusalem 
Rd., RR 1, Waterloo. A family service 
took place on Wednesday, December 
8, 2021 at 9 a.m. then to Conestoga 
Mennonite Meeting House for burial 
and public service.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary ObituaryObituary

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS 

 ■ Atom U10 A
Dec/01/2021 vs 
Centre Wellington
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Zachary 
Guthrie-Black
 ■ Atom U10 A

Dec/04/2021 vs 
Owen Sound Jr. 
Attack
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 8
GOALS: Dominic 
Blake, Colton 
Cooney
ASSISTS: Zachary 
Guthrie-Black, Jack 
Frede
 ■ PeeWee LL1

Nov/28/2021 vs U13 
LL2

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: Edwin 
Martin, Matthew 
Wilkie
ASSISTS: Brylee 
Patterson, James 
Foye Gondos, Edwin 
Martin
 ■ PeeWee LL1

Dec/03/2021 vs 
New Hamburg 
Huskies
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 7
GOALS: Edwin 
Martin, Aiden 
Basler, James Foye 
Gondos, Austin 
Thompson
ASSISTS: James 
Foye Gondos, Noah 
Gibson, Cooper 
Jones

 ■ PeeWee LL1
Dec/03/2021 vs 
Centre Wellington 
Fusion
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: James Foye 
Gondos, Bryden 
Schaefer, Aiden 
Basler
ASSISTS: James 
Foye Gondos (2), 
Olin Braun, Brylee 
Patterson

 ■ PeeWee U13AE
Dec/04/2021 vs 
Centre Wellington 
Fusion
HOME: 7 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Grant 
Rintoul, Zach 
Wiseman, Oliver 

Horn, Josh Wraight, 
Patrick Goetz, Levi 
Adams, Boston 
Esbaugh
ASSISTS: Patrick 
Goetz (2), Oliver 
Horn (4), Grant 
Rintoul, Levi Adams, 
Drew Snyder, Zach 
Carter
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Dec/05/2021 vs 
Milton Winterhawks 
Blue
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Jordan 
Martin, Thomas 
McCarthy, Drew 
Snyder (3)
ASSISTS: Josh 
Wraight, Nolan 
Cruickshank, Drew 

 ↆ S P O R T S  S C O R E S

The Woolwich Wildcats U11A team took home the championship trophy in the Silver Stick tournament Dec. 3-5 in Midland!  Front row: Sam Elson, Tristan 
Snelling, Blake Heckendorn, Lukas Storer, Owen Misener, Isla McCoubrey, Maxwell Rintoul. Back row: Landon Frey, Kolton Brubacher, Liam Weiss, Bentley 
Wideman, Lukas Rintoul, Jackson Vogel, Parker Allen, Emmett Ball. Head coach: Dave Weiss. Submitted

Snyder, Levi Adams, 
Zach Wiseman, 
Wyatt Garan, 
Boston Esbaugh (2), 
Zach Carter
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Dec/03/2021 vs 
East Gwillimbury 
Eagles
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Nolan Martin 
(2), Colton Sinclair, 
Jaxon McGuire
ASSISTS: Austin 
Dietrich, Evan Hall, 
William Krubally, 
Cameron Fisher
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Dec/04/2021 vs 
Woolwich Wildcats
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Colton 

Sinclair, Emmett 
Colwill & Austin 
Dietrich
ASSISTS: Evan Hall 
(2), Cameron Fisher, 
Colton Sinclair
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Dec/04/2021 vs 
Woolwich Wildcats
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Reese 
Martin, Colton 
Sinclair & Evan Hall
ASSISTS: Emmett 
Colwill, Austin 
Dietrich & Cameron 
Fisher
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Dec/05/2021 vs 
Barrie Colts
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Colton 

Sinclair, Nolan 
Martin & Emmett 
Colwill
ASSISTS: Austin 
Dietrich, Cruz 
Balog, William 
Krubally & Cameron 
Fisher
Shutouts: Cohen 
Hamburger
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Dec/05/2021 vs 
Orillia Terriers
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 2
 ■ Midget LL#1

Nov/29/2021 vs 
CW #2
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 7
GOALS: Owen 
Padfield, Tristan 
Kraemer
 ■ Midget LL#1

Nov/26/2021 vs 
Wildcats LL#2
HOME: 8 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Liam Hunter 
(2), Adam Pauls (2), 
Preston Hackert, 
Myles Hunter (2), 
Hudson Haycock
ASSISTS: Hudson 
Haycock, Adam 
Short, Tristan 
Kraemer, Myles 
Hunter, Sam 
Goebel, Evan 
Sauve, Jett Renon, 
Lucas Radler, Owen 
Padfield

WOOLWICH WILD 
 ■ Atom LL#1

Dec/04/2021 vs 
Kitchener Lady 
Rangers
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 5

GOALS: Grace Jones
ASSISTS: Lexi 
Gaudet
 ■ Atom LL#2

Dec/05/2021 
vs Guelph JR 
Gryphons
HOME: 10 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Callie 
Wagner (3), 
Amanda Carter (2), 
Maddy Matthews 
(2), Willa Nelson 
(2), McKenna 
Mackenzie Taylor
ASSISTS: Callie 
Wagner (2), Kirsten 
Dueck, Grace 
Mclean, Meryl 
Doherty, Maddy 
Matthews (2), Willa 
Nelson, Amanda 
Carter
 ■ Atom U11 A 

Woolwich Wild
Dec/04/2021 vs 
Kitchener Lady 
Rangers
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Emma 
Forwell
ASSISTS: Audrey 
English, Olivia 
Bright
Shutouts: Kailey 
Hardman
 ■ PeeWee U-13 B

Dec/01/2021 vs 
Mount Forest Lady 
Rans
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Katelyn 
Snider
ASSISTS: Ellie 
Clemmer, Alex 
Vincent

Birthday

Happy 60th Birthday 
Charlene Bearinger!

Wishing you a healthy, warm, and  
fulfilling year! We are thankful to have 

you as our mom (and grandma!) and 
admire your strength, energy, and  

love of the outdoors! 

Love, A, K, B, T, N + little T

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. 
Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
 519-669-5790 ext 104  
 donna@woolwichobserver.com
Order online at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living Here The United Way Waterloo Region Communi-
ties reports it raised $23,140 on Giving Tues-
day for its Improving Mental Health Fund, 
which provides support for a range of local 
organizations.

The Kitchener-Conestoga Rotary Club has 
seen a 30% jump in the number of house-
holds signing up to receive extra support 
this holiday season, a record-breaking 
5,600. Over 19 years, the club has raise 
more than $4 million through its Rotary 
Turkey Drive in support of the House of 
Friendship’s Christmas Hamper program. 
www.turkeydrive.ca

Giving for mental health Turkey drive time

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Make sure your vehicle is ready to  
get you through the winter trek!

Ensure that your heaters, defrosters and wipers are  
working properly. We encourage you to always have an extra  

jug of washer fluid in your vehicle and a snow scraper.  
Like always, if you have any concerns we are happy to help! 

Safe winter travels.
- Hunter

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

YOU MIGHT THINK 
YOU’VE ARRIVED at the 
North Pole when visiting 
a Bamberg home that 
offers up an old-fashioned 
country Christmas hosted 
by the Hartungs.

Richard and Marilyn 
Hartung are known as Mr. 
and Mrs. Claus in these 
parts. They’ve lived near 
Heidelberg for several 
generations, raising their 
children and being part 
of the community. For 
the last decade they have 
enjoyed taking on the 
roles of Santa and his wife 
for holiday programs.

They also enjoy high-
lighting the area’s history, 
with a number of holiday 
antiques on display as 
part of the tour of their 
Christmas cottage.

The seasonal Christmas 
tour is by invitation only, 
though many commu-
nity groups and neigh-
bours are scheduled in, 
Marilyn Hartung said 
she has more than 100 
people lined up so far. 
In exchange for an item 

for the Knights of 
Columbus toy 
drive, visitors 
can take 
a walk 
through 
one of the 
jolliest 
houses in 
the region. 
Yuletide 
antiques, 
an Elvis-
themed holi-
day room and 
decorations hung 
from ceiling to floor 
await those visiting the 
Hartungs’ cabin. 

As Hartung takes you 
for a tour, she tells lively 
stories and leaves you 
with warm recollections 
of Christmases past.

“I’m looking forward 
to welcoming people to 
see the cabin again – it’s 
been over two years since 
we’ve been able to do it,” 
she said.

This will be the first 
year they have been able 
to show people their 
completely decorated 
cabin since the pandemic 
started.

Guests are in for a jolly ole time at Santa’s house

→ TOUR 32
Marilyn and Richard Hartung are excited to welcome guests back this year for a tour of their old-fashioned country Christmas cabin. 
Justine Fraser

Bamberg couple Richard and Marilyn Hartung are again offering up tours of their Christmas cabin

 ▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: Heart 
disease runs in my fami-
ly, so I try to eat a mostly 
Mediterranean diet and 
get plenty of exercise. 
Lately, though, I feel stuck 
in a rut when it comes to 
my cardio workout. Do 
you have any advice for 
exciting exercises to im-
prove my cardiovascular 
health?

ANSWER: Eating well 
and exercising are key 
elements of a heart-heathy 

How to add variety to your cardiovascular routine
lifestyle, but choosing 
the right type of exercise 
and logging enough time 
are essential too. Cardio-
vascular training has 
many benefits, including 
chronic disease preven-
tion and improved quality 
of life. It should be a staple 
of your weekly routine.

Cardiovascular exer-
cises can be a challenge, 
and sometimes boring, 
for many people. But you 
can add variety to your 
cardiovascular workouts 

in numerous ways.
Walking is certainly 

easy on the joints, but a 
cardio workout doesn't 
have to be mile after mile 
of pounding the pavement 
or walking a treadmill. 
Switching up the type of 
exercise you do and the 
amount of time you spend 
doing it can dramatically 

improve your fitness.
Getting 150 minutes of 

cardiovascular exercises 
each week is important, 
according to the American 
College of Sports Medi-
cine. But it is important 
to remember that cardio-
vascular training is any 
activity that increases 
your heart rate for a set 
amount of time. So if you 
are a walker, consider 
short spurts of walking 
mixed with jogging and 
sprinting.

There are many options 
to explore when it comes 
to cardio workouts. 
Consider what you can 
do in the comfort of your 
own home, outdoors or 
in the gym. Swimming, 
cross-country skiing, 
stair-climbing and jump-
ing rope are examples of 
exercises that will increase 
your cardiovascular rate.

Think of activities you 
can do both indoors and 
outdoors. For instance, 
cycling is a great exercise 

to get your heart pumping 
while putting minimal 
impact on your joints. 
When the weather isn't 
cooperating, a bike ride 
outside may not work, but 
a spin class might.

Cycling has many 
benefits for your body 
too. You'll get an amaz-
ing cardio workout that 
challenges your legs and 
core muscles with mini-
mal stress to your joints. 
If your joints cannot 

→MAYO CLINIC 36
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 ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

 ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

A Christmas take on 
shepherd’s pie

So a lot of people right 
now are suffering from 

a condition officially called 
“Jingle Bell Brain” and 
if you have this, you will 
know.

If you’re like myself and 
work in the food industry 
then you may likely have 
an offshoot named simply 
“Turkey Brain.”

Christmas is a time of 
year where one talks of 
both turkey and shepherds, 
so here’s a recipe that 
combines the two. Don’t 
worry, no shepherds were 
harmed in the creation of 
this recipe!

The origins of shepherd’s 
pie go back to Ireland 
where, like many classic 
recipes, it was created to 
both utilize less desirable 
cuts of meat as well as 
either leftovers or trim 

from vegetables and the 
like. You may hear both 
the terms “shepherd” and 
“cottage” pies, which tradi-
tionally meant lamb- or 
beef-based. Now the terms 
are used fairly interchange-
ably, especially when we go 
off script and created one 
with turkey.

This version is meant 
to be healthier than the 
traditional, as turkey is of 
course leaner than most 
red meats and orange pota-
toes are said to be health-
ier than white,  as well as 
providing fewer carbs.

Whatever you call it, 
it makes for a delicious 
one-pot dinner.

 ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts private 
events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast 
and lunch in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

Turkey Sweet Potato Shepherd’s Pie
 ▢ 4 large sweet pota-

toes, peeled and cut in 
1-inch  dice

 ▢ 1 cup  2% milk

 ▢ 3 Tbsp. butter or 
margarine 

 ▢ 1 Tbsp. chopped fresh 
thyme 

 ▢ 1 tsp. fine sea salt

 ▢ 1 tsp cracked black 
pepper

 ▢ 2 lb lean ground 
turkey

 ▢ 2 cups finely diced 

white onions

 ▢ 1 cup finely diced 
carrots

 ▢ 1 cup finely diced 
celery

 ▢ 1 Tbsp. minced garlic

 ▢ 1 can of tomato & 
roasted red pepper soup 

 ▢ 1 can of water

 ▢ 1 Tbsp. Worcester-
shire sauce

 ▢ 2 tsp. Dijon mustard

 ▢ 1 cup corn

1. Preheat oven 
to 425ºF 

2. Place sweet pota-
toes in saucepan with 
cold water to cover. 
Bring to a boil. Cook 
uncovered for 12 to 15 
minutes or until pota-
toes are tender. Drain 
well. Return potatoes 
to saucepan. Place 
saucepan over low 
heat. Add milk, 2 Tbsp. 
of the butter/margarine 
and half each of thyme, 
salt and pepper. Using 
potato masher, mash 
to desired consistency. 
Cover with plastic 
wrap; set aside.

3. Heat large nonstick 
frying pan over medi-
um-high heat. Once 
hot, add ground turkey. 
Cook, stirring often 
with back of wooden 
spoon to break meat 
up, for about 10 to 12 
minutes or until cooked 
through. Transfer to 
bowl; set aside.

4. Wipe frying pan 
clean using a paper 
towel. Return to 

medium-high heat. 
Add remaining 1 Tbsp 
of butter/margarine; 
melt. Add remaining 
1-1/2 tsp. thyme, onions, 
carrots, celery and 
garlic; cook for about 
10 minutes or until 
vegetables are soft.

5. Transfer vegetables 
to a saucepan. Add 
cooked turkey, soup, 
Worcestershire, Dijon 
mustard and remaining 
1/2 tsp. each salt and 
pepper. Bring to simmer 
over medium heat; 
cook for 10 minutes, 
stirring occasionally.

6. Transfer turkey 
mixture to a 13 x 
9-inch glass baking 
dish, levelling top. 
Top with corn. Spoon 
dollops of sweet potato 
mash all over; spread 
gently using a spoon 
until turkey mixture is 
completely covered.

7. Bake in centre of 
oven for 20 minutes. 
Remove from oven; 
let stand 5 minutes 
before serving.

CHEF   
DUFF  

Recipes from  
the chef's table

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18
 ▢ Town of St Clements Christmas Parade. The 

parade starts at 1 p.m. The parade route starts at the 
Industrial Park and is finishing at Lions Park on Peter 
Street (Huggy Bear Park). Join Santa Claus at Lions 
Park for free hot dogs and hot apple cider immedi-
ately following the parade. Donations for the Food 
Bank will be accepted. Can't wait to see you there!!

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2021
 ▢ Tuesday Take-out Luncheon at Gale Presbyterian 

from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., drive-thru pick. 
$12/meal. Menu:  ham & scalloped potatoes, hot 
vegetable, coleslaw, bread & apple pie. Please 
RSVP to Marilyn by Dec. 17  (519-669-5734 or 
 atcoupal@rogers.com)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22
 ▢ Community Care Concepts invites you to join us 

for turkey dinner and fellowship at Linwood Commu-
nity Centre, lunch at 12 p.m. Participants must bring 
proof of Vaccination and ID, will need to complete 
a screener, wear a mask and social distance. Cost: 
$12. Must pre-register by noon on Dec. 20 by calling 
519-664-1900. Space is very limited.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT 
FUND: RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL 
NEEDS DUE TO COVID-19

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual.   

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 � Community Care Concepts of Wool-

wich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 � Woolwich Community Services
 � Woolwich Counseling Centre
 � Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,  

Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.
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7A-180 Northfield Drive, W., Waterloo, Ontario  N2L 0C7 @soldbyroes

moniqueroes@royallepage.ca
519.747.2040 –The Roes Family

Wishing you and your family a very 

Follow me

Dr. Lawrence Mohan and his Staff 
wish their Patients & Friends a ... 
Dr. Lawrence Mohan and his Staff 
wish their Patients & Friends a ... 

Merry 
Christmas 

& 
A Happy

 New Year!

3 Wyatt Street East, Elmira
519-669-2961 | wyattstreetdental.ca

 Ample on-site parking

“Everyone brings a toy 
for the price of a tour, so 
we have a big box that 
were going to put on the 
porch. Everyone will 
bring a toy or two and 
then we deliver it all to 
the Knights of Colum-
bus. They have given out 
thousands of toys already 
to different establish-
ments,” said Hartung.

Before Richard and 
Marilyn collected toys 
during their tours, they 
were collecting food 
donations that went to 
feed residents in Wool-
wich, Wellesley and 
Wilmot through different 
community food banks. 

“I welcome them at 
the door to the cottage 
and then I bring them in 
and tour the Elvis room 
first, showing them some 
unique collectables and 
then bring them through 
to the angel tree and 
share how the angel 
tree is something very 
special to me. Then move 
through to the dining 

room and talk about all 
the antiques, and the 
old-fashioned Christmas 
tree. I show them all the 
pictures of all the family 
that has always resided in 
the Heidelberg area.”

All guests must sanitize 
and wear protective face 
coverings before starting 
the tour. Due to the ongo-
ing COVID pandemic, this 
year all treats and goodies 
will be put in bags for 
neighbours to take home, 
no food or drink will be 
available for consump-
tion during the tour. 

Richard Hartung, 
Marilyn’s husband and 
Bamberg’s Santa Claus, 
was saddened he won’t 
be able to greet the kids 
as Saint Nick this year 
during the Knights of 
Columbus toy drive, 
something that has grown 
on him since his wife first 
talked him into it. 

“It’s going to be very 
different with Christmas 
this year because we 
usually did around 250 
kids and now, we can’t 

do it because they’d have 
to put up plexiglass and 
keep Santa behind it. 
The kids couldn’t come 
up and sit on my knee, 
I couldn’t tell them any 
stories, or they tell me 
their stories, what they 
wanted for Christmas 
and they wanted their 
pictures taken; it’s going 
to be different this year. It 
was always great to have 
the kids come up straight 
to you, hand them out 
their gifts and things. 
They said maybe next 
year we’ll do it again,” 
said Richard. “Kids need 
their Santa.”

Anyone going for a tour 
of the themed cabin can 
expect to see the man in 
red on a rocking chair in a 
festively decorated room 
that lies at the end of their 
journey.

“They can still write 
their letters; they all 
remember the postal 
code: H0H 0H0. The elves 
are still busy making all 
their gifts, so they don’t 
have to worry,” he said.

TOUR: After a break due to the pandemic, the Bamberg 
couple is happy to see Christmas back in full swing

→ FROM 30

There's plenty of memorabilia and antiques on display through the Hartungs' house, where Christmas 
takes centerstage again this year. Justine Fraser
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www.kitchenkuttings.com
40 Arthur Street S., Elmira  |  519.669.8225

“Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet, and a 
light unto my path.”

Psalms 119:105

We appreciate you 
supporting us in 2021

1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements | 519-698-2610 | 1-800-663-2941

Sending our Best Wishes 
to our good friends 

everywhere.(large and Small)

William McBay* CFP, CLU, CHS, CEA, CFDS
T.E.A.M. Financial Solutions
Tel: (519) 498-8326
advisor.sunlife.ca/william.mcbay
mythsandtruths.com

*Mutual fund business is done with your advisor through Sun Life Financial Investment Services (Canada) Inc.
Advisors and their corporations conduct insurance business through Sun Life Financial Distributors (Canada) Inc.
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada is the insurer, and is a member of the Sun Life group of companies.
© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2022.

Best wishes
to you and your family for 
health and happiness in 
the coming year.

519-742-5800 ext. 2084

GAYLE DRAPER
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

gayle.draper@rogers.com
519-500-6004 Call/Text 

West Montrose, Ont.
519-669-5219
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Happy Holidays☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays ☆Happy Holidays
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ACROSS
1. Pen filler
4. Guide
10. Kind of dealer
14. Innocent
16. Characteristic 

of the earth
17. Convene
18. Not meeting a standard
20. Different
21. Toronto is the capital
22. Dolerite
24. Blue
25. Making the message 

difficult to understand
28. Highest
30. Jewish month
31. Obeys
32. Crude but effective
37. Essential part
38. Welling of a 

lymph gland
39. Supergarb
43. Gossip fodder
45. Annoying desire 

to be helpful
47. Congers
48. Cry like a baby
50. Poeple of Uganda
51. Government 

department
53. Calyx part
57. Guide
58. Charlotte-to-

Raleigh dir.
59. Exam in England and 

Northern Ireland
62. Greyhound, e.g.
64. Authorize
65. Card
69. Tent
70. Childs toy
74. Obey
75. Many
76. Away
77. Blows it
78. Period of sexual 

receptivity and fertility
79. Batman and Robin, e.g.

DOWN
1. Data
2. Indian bread
3. Bagpiper's wear
4. Kind of palm
5. "48___"
6. Addis Ababa's 

land: Abbr.
7. Density symbol
8. Concealed
9. Con men?
10. Single-celled animal
11. Empathize
12. dirtied
13. Mounts
15. Camera accessory
16. "Idylls of the King" 

character
19. Bank offering, for short
23. Hurting
25. "That's ___ ..."

26. Cutting remark
27. Sigmund
28. Present
29. Fallopian tubes
30. Deer have them
32. Acclivity
33. Holed up
34. "Remember the ___!"
35. Be plentiful
36. Term for a dog
39. Hears confessions
40. include
41. Christmas wish
42. Coastal raptor
44. "Great!"
46. Big galoot
49. In ___ of
51. Sped
52. Neon, e.g.
53. Boil
54. Abounding in elms
55. Salt's partner
56. Dodges
60. Audacity
61. Ship type
62. Captures
63. "Bleah!"
65. Lions' prey
66. Put one's foot down?
67. Biblical birthright seller
68. Completely fix
71. Computer monitor, 

for short
72. White wine aperitif
73. Debtor's note

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword 
is only published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

 ↆ X - W O R D

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Erv Wiens Preaching

Advent 3
Dare to Imagine God’s Song!

9:30 am

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE
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Chocolate Crinkle Cookies
 ▢ 1/2 cup (2 1/2 

ounces) all-purpose 
flour

 ▢ 1/4 cup (3/4 ounce) 
Dutch processed 
cocoa powder

 ▢ 1/2 teaspoon 
baking powder

 ▢ 1/8 teaspoon 
baking soda

 ▢ 1/4 teaspoon salt

 ▢ 3/4 cup packed (5 1/4 
ounces) brown sugar

 ▢ 1 large egg, plus 1 
large egg yolk

 ▢ 1/2 teaspoon vanilla 
extract

 ▢ 2 ounces 
unsweetened choco-

late, chopped

 ▢ 2 tablespoons 
unsalted butter

 ▢ 1/4 cup (1 3/4 
ounces) sugar

 ▢ 1/4 cup (1 ounce) 
confectioners' 
(powdered) sugar

1. Adjust oven rack to the 
middle position and heat 
oven to 325 degrees. Line 
a rimmed baking sheet 
with parchment paper.

2. In a medium bowl, 
whisk together flour, 
cocoa, baking powder, 
baking soda, and salt. In 
a large bowl, whisk brown 
sugar, egg and egg yolk, 
and vanilla until combined.

3. In a small micro-
wave-safe bowl, combine 
chocolate and butter. 
Heat in the microwave at 
50% power until melted, 1 
to 2 minutes. Stir choc-
olate mixture until well 
combined and shiny.

4. Add the chocolate 
mixture to the brown 
sugar mixture and stir 
until combined. Stir in 
flour mixture until no dry 
flour is visible. Let dough 
sit at room tempera-
ture for 10 minutes.

5. Place the sugar in 
1 shallow dish and the 
confectioners' sugar in 
second shallow dish.

6. Roll the dough into 
12 balls (about 2 table-
spoons each). Drop the 
balls directly into the 
shallow dish with the 
regular sugar, and roll 
to coat. Then transfer 
the dough balls to the 

shallow dish with the 
confectioners' sugar, 
and roll to evenly coat. 
Place dough balls on the 
parchment-lined baking 
sheet, leaving about 2 
inches between balls.

7. Bake cookies until 
puffed and cracked and 
the edges have begun 
to set but the centers 
are still soft (cookies 
will look raw in cracks 
and seem underdone), 
about 11 minutes. Place 
baking sheet on a cooling 
rack and let cookies 
cool completely on the 
baking sheet, about 
30 minutes. Serve.

THESE DEEP, DARK, 
CHOCOLATY COOK-
IES are also known as 
"earthquakes" because of 
all the cracks that break 
through their snow-white 
surfaces during baking. 
The key to creating these 
crinkly cracks is rolling 
the formed dough first 
in granulated sugar and 
then in confectioners' 

sugar. The granulated 
sugar helps create that 
crackly, crusty exterior 
and keeps the confec-
tioners' sugar coating in 
place so you can see the 
fissures.

Microwave 101
Most microwaves have a 

power setting that lets you 
cook things at reduced 
power levels. It's import-
ant to melt butter and 
chocolate at 50% of full 
power. The controls can 
vary from microwave to 
microwave, but often you 
have to set the power level 
before setting the time.

 ↆ For 25 years, confident 
cooks in the know have relied 
on America's Test Kitchen for 
rigourously tested recipes 
developed by professional 
test cooks and vetted by 
60,000 at-home recipe testers. 
See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

These fudgy, crinkly cookies are 
perfect for chocolate lovers

 ↆ S U D O K U
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#ShopLocal this holidays and support independent community journalism.

www.newsmart.ca

THE STORE FOR LOCAL NEWSPAPER READERS.

You can keep sending boring Christmas cards ... or you can
support local journalism and send smiles through the mail.

Visit online and shop

by the same people who bring you the Observer.

Add a little newspaper 
humour to the holidays!

Each box contains:
 12 cards (3× 4 designs)
 12 envelopes
 Blank inside

BONUS FREEBIES:
 Observer pen ($4 value)
 2022 wall calendar
($3 value)

$10
SHOP ONLINE

25th Anniversary
Campfire Mug

$13
SHOP ONLINE

• ceramic • 11oz
 We have issues!

Low 
Stock!

My Side of the Dam:
The Retrospective 1996-2003

By Allen D. Martin

$40
SHOP ONLINE

Amazing 
Christmas 
Gift Idea!

#CHAMPIONTHETRUTH

Find links from observerxtra.com

#cardajournalistwouldsend 
Christmas Cards
 Pretend this card says 

something warm & fuzzy!
 Our second tier Christmas 

card list does not include 
the obligatory family photo.

 The bar for this card is so 
low there’s no need to 
return the favour.

 Have yourself a merry, 
happy, super okay-ish 
holiday.

Concept & 
design by 
Observer

staff.

This greeting 
card helps 

support my 
community 

newspaper. We 
believe in an 
independent 

free press, and 
hope you do 

too.

These are the 
softest 
feeling cards 
you will ever 
feel. Quality 
coated stock.

One-of-a-kind 
newspaper 
humour you 
won’t find 
anywhere else. 
100% proceeds 
support the local 
newsroom.

$20
SHOP ONLINE

NEW TO THE STORE THIS WEEK!
52 WEEK FAMILY MEAL PLANNER

Tear-a-way Grocery Lists
 52 Weeks padded planner
 Binder-ready for archiving
 Perpetual weekly family planner
 Meal plan themes / tips
 $ave money on groceries
 No more “what’s for dinner?”

Coupon Code
FAMILYFIVEOFF

$5 Off 
w/coupon

GIFT-
GIVING 
WITH A

PURPOSE

HATS
MUGSJOURNALS& MORE!

OUR 2022
WALL

CALENDAR
FREE WITH ALL

 PURCHASES.
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FOR IMMEDIATE HIRE: SENIOR BOOKKEEPER
Taylor Gerber provides bookkeeping and business management services to small-medium  
sized businesses throughout Waterloo and Wellington regions. We pride ourselves on 

client locations as required.

QUALIFICATIONS:
• 
• 
•  

• 
• 
• 
• 
• Vehicle and valid driver’s licence
• 

DUTIES:
• Reconcile accounts
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

computerized bookkeeping systems. 

applicant@taylorgerber.ca

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

HIGH-GLOSSHIGH-GLOSS
LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK!

LUXURYLUXURY
CLICKCLICK
VINYLVINYL

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK! IN STOCK!

12” X 24”12” X 24”
PORCELAINPORCELAIN

TILESTILES

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

5” THICK WIRE BRUSHED5” THICK WIRE BRUSHED
3/4” THICK3/4” THICK

OAK HARDWOODOAK HARDWOOD 

$$559999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 9.99

IN STOCK!

5” THICK WIRE BRUSHED5” THICK WIRE BRUSHED
ENGINEEREDENGINEERED

OAK HARDWOODOAK HARDWOOD 

$$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

IN STOCK!

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

IN STOCK!

47” WIDE VINYL47” WIDE VINYL
STAIR TREADS STAIR TREADS 

STEP & RISER INCLUDEDSTEP & RISER INCLUDED

$$65659999
FROM EACH

5.5” WIDE5.5” WIDE
CONTEMPORARYCONTEMPORARY

6” WIDE6” WIDE
SQUARESQUARE

3/7” WIDE3/7” WIDE
COLONIALCOLONIAL

$$119999
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

$$222929
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.99

$$007979
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

BASEBOARDS

M-F

SUN
10-5

9-6
SAT
9-6

3X12MATTE OR GLOSY3X12MATTE OR GLOSY
HAND PRESSEDHAND PRESSED

WALL TILESWALL TILES

$$334949
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK! IN STOCK!

100’S OF NEW 100’S OF NEW 

AREAAREA
RUGSRUGS

8’ X 11 ’8’  X 11 ’
STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

$$199199

IN STOCK!

NOT EXACTLY
AS SHOWN

WIDE XL BOARDWIDE XL BOARD
LUXURY VINYL LUXURY VINYL 

CORK PAD ATTACHEDCORK PAD ATTACHED

$$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

take the impact of walk-
ing or running, cycling 
can decrease pain while 
increasing aerobic capac-
ity.

In the gym, you can try 
a new routine without 
leaving your favourite 
machine. Many newer 
fitness machines are 
preprogrammed with 
a range of cardio work-
outs that are designed to 
vary the speed, grade or 
resistance. They also can 
simulate rolling hills or 
large mountains and offer 
high-intensity intervals. 
Being able to alter the 
effort level not only helps 
keep you more involved, 
but also increases your 
fitness gains.

Instead of sticking to 
just one activity, consider 
adding interval training 
to your exercise regi-
men. Interval training is 
especially helpful if you're 
pressed for time, but you 
want a good cardiovas-
cular workout. In as little 
as 20 minutes, you can 
put in the same amount 
of effort by working at a 
higher intensity than you 
normally would exert in 45 
to 50 minutes at a moder-
ate intensity.

Cross-training also can 

reduce your risk of injury. 
This approach chal-
lenges and strengthens 
your joints and muscles 
that aren't necessarily 
used during your normal 
routine.

Another possibility is 
to try multiple activities 
within the same work-
out. For example, try 
the "10-10-10" workout. 
This is where you start 
on one machine and 
perform one exercise 
for 10 minutes. Then 
you move to a second 
machine and perform 
another exercise for the 
next 10 minutes. And then 
you finish with a third 
machine and perform yet 
another exercise for the 
last 10 minutes. Chang-
ing machines and exer-
cises helps the time pass 

quickly and makes your 
workout less repetitive.

Regardless of what new 
activity you try, don't 
forget to set small goals 
and work your way up. 
Don't force yourself to ride 
a bike for an hour the first 
time. It's important when 
starting any new exercise 
to ease into it so you are 
not injured.

There are many ways 
to add variety into your 
cardiovascular routine. 
When you try different 
activities, you'll find 
which workouts you like 
most and what works best 
for you. 

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

MAYO CLINIC: Mixing things up will help you pinpoint 
which cardiovascular routine works best for you

→ FROM 30

There are multiple options for cardio workouts.


