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THE ANYTHING-BUT-
NORMAL SCHOOL YEAR 
WRAPPED up for students 
in the region, but perhaps 
most poignantly for those 
who attend St. Boniface 
School in Maryhill, which 
this week closed its doors 
for good.

Come September, 
students will be at the new 
St. Boniface in Breslau. → ST. BONIFACE 2

Parents take photos as their children pose for their graduation in front of St. Boniface School in Maryhill on Monday for the very last time.  Alex Filipe

That students and their 
families couldn’t give the 
school a proper send-off 
was somewhat disappoint-
ing, says principal Marylin 
Dawson.

“It’s certainly not the 
ending to the school year 
that we had envisioned 
and the ending to our 
school building,” she said. 
“That’s mostly because 
the school is, of course, 
a school, but it kind of 
belongs to the community 

in a way – they’re very 
close with the school. 
They’ve had a lot of memo-
ries and significance with 
the school, so moving loca-
tions, especially this way, 
I think it’s a little bit of a 
disappointment for lots of 
the people in and around 
Maryhill.”

Dawson notes that 
multiple generations of 
family members have gone 
to school at St. Boniface, 
making it an important 

part of community life.
“I think we’ve got some 

families here that are like 
six generations. Grandpa 
tells stories about shov-
elling coal when he got 
to be in Grade 7 – they’d 
go downstairs in Grade 7 
to shovel coal to actually 
keep heat on in the school. 
How bizarre is that?”

Those historical ties are 
part of the planned move 
to a new Breslau location 
come September. Some 

of the artifacts are being 
relocated. The Waterloo 
Catholic District School 
Board has been in contact 
with the Maryhill Histori-
cal Society about preserv-
ing items from the school, 
as well.

Preserving heritage 
items is a priority for the 
historical society says 
member Diane Strickler, 
who has personal ties to 
the school where she was 
the secretary for 35 years 

before her retirement in 
2016.

“We have asked that 
anything they will not be 
taking to the new school 
we would like to preserve,” 
she said, noting that 
privacy laws mean items 
such as student records 
will go to the school board 
archives rather than being 
kept in Maryhill.

“Right now we will be 
receiving a marble monu-

School’s out forever in Maryhill
St. Boniface says goodbye to last of its students ahead of reopening at new Breslau location
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COMMUNITY NOTICE
ANNUAL VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Every year, CN is required to clear its right-of-way of any vegetation that may pose a safety hazard. 

Vegetation on railway right-of-way, if left uncontrolled, can contribute to trackside fires and impair 

proper inspection of track infrastructure. The spray program is not being done for aesthetic reasons.

For safe railway operations, CN will conduct its annual spray program on its rail lines in the  

province of Ontario. A certified professional will be applying herbicides on and around the railway 

tracks (primarily along the 16 feet graveled area/ballast). All product requirements for setbacks  

in the vicinity of dwellings, aquatic environments and municipal water supplies will be met.

CN may use the following herbicides and active ingredients: VP480 (Dow), Esplanade (Bayer),  

Overdrive (BASF), Detail (BASF), Arsenal (BASF), Navius (Bayer), Gateway (Corteva), VisionMax (Bayer) 

using Glyphosate (480g/L or 540g/L), Indaziflam (200 g/L), Diflufenzopyr (20%), Dicamba (50%), 

Saflufenacil (29.74%), imazapyr isopropylamine (26.7%), Metsulfuron-methyl (12.6%), Aminocyclopyrachlor 

(39.5%), Paraffinic Oil (586 g/L), Alkoxylated alcohol non-ionic surfactants (242 g/L)

CN only uses herbicides that have been approved for use in Canada and in the Province within 

which they are applied.

The program is expected to take place from June to October 2021.

Visit www.cn.ca/vegetation to see the list of cities as well as the updated schedule.

For more information, contact the CN Public Inquiry Line at contact@cn.ca or 1-888-888-5909.
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Only 5 minutes from St.Jacobs Market

ment of one of our former 
students that had passed 
away while she was in our 
school. This monument 
was in our school flower-
bed as a remembrance to 
her,” said Strickler.

“I understand we will 
also be receiving the 
former school plaques – 
history (which we always 
gave out), math, etc.  I 
believe that will include 
the Optimist award.”

Fixtures such as the 

school bell will remain in 
Maryhill or with the build-
ing, a portion of which has 
heritage designation.

“There is a school bell 
next door at the Maryhill 
Historical Society that 
previously hung from a 

tower on the school.  This 
bell will stay in Maryhill, 
but we are hoping to have 
a replica school bell made 
and placed on the new 
school site as a reminder 
of the school’s history and 
legacy,” said WCDSB chief 
financial officer Shesh 
Maharaj in an email.

Some of the furniture 
from the school will make 
the move, but most of 
it doesn’t have much 
heritage value to St. 
Boniface and will likely be 
dispersed throughout the 
board, said Dawson.

“We do have some 
archives, like old year-
books and things like that, 
that we’ve shared with 
the historical centre over 
the years, and then we 
have some records that 
are going into the school 
board as well.  We’re 
bringing what we can, so 
as many things as we can 
bring from here to kind of 
grow in the new school, 
we’re certainly doing that 
as well. We’ve got some 
sculptures, we’ve got some 
prayer centre materials 
that are really important. 
We’ve got a couple key 
items that we would like to 
preserve,” she said. We’re 
kind of looking at how the 

new school is going to be 
rooted in tradition, rooted 
in the addition of this 
[new] building.”

The new structure in 
Breslau is more expan-
sive, providing space for 
more than 250 students, 
up from some 150 in the 
current school, which 
dates back more than 120 
years. The old yellow brick 
building constructed in 
1898 was the third iter-
ation since a school was 
first built in the village in 
1834. It was augmented 
with additions in 1965 and 
1968.

The fate of the current 
building remains up in 
the air, with the board 
now looking at whether 
or not it has any use for 
the site. If the property 
is deemed surplus to the 
board’s needs, it will go 
through the disposition 
process, which involves 
first offering it to the 
municipality or other local 
agencies before putting it 
on the open market, said 
Maharaj.

“If the property gets 
to the open market, the 
portion of the existing 
building that has been 
classified as heritage will 
remain intact and main-

tained as per the town-
ship’s requirements. The 
rest may also be left as is 
depending on disposal 
options at the time,” he 
explained.

“The soonest this 
property could be avail-
able for sale to the public 
would be spring of 2022, 
and that is subject to a 
trustee decision to sell, 
and assuming no specified 
public agency submits an 
offer to purchase during 
their priority period.”

Though the pandemic 
conspired against an event 
to mark the end of an era 
in Maryhill, the board 
will be doing something 
to recognize the handoff, 
said Dawson.

“Had the world 
remained in typical place, 
we probably would have 
had an open house where 
people could come and 
see the school for the for 
the last time. But we’re 
trying to put together a 
video – we’re doing a little 
goodbye video, and we’ve 
invited some key players, 
community members or 
community partners, and 
we have some students 
and former students just 
to say goodbye in a video 
format.”

ST. BONIFACE: Historical society looks to save some artifacts, but ultimate fate of the building remains up in the air
→FROM 1

Students pose on a staircase on 
the day of their graduation from 
St. Boniface School in Maryhill.  
Alex Filipe

Alex Filipe 
Observer Staff

Residents of an Elmira 
District Community 
Living home can enjoy 
accessible flowerbeds and 
gardens thanks in part to 
a $750 donation from the 
Grand River Conservation 
Foundation.

“Ultimately, we would 
like to build them right up 
so that the wheelchairs 
can access them,” said 
Heather Slade, primary 
support staff for Elmira 

Foundation grant helps EDCL 
build an accessible garden space

District Community 
Living. “Forward our hope 
is that maybe we can get 
some more trees – that’s 
our hope that eventually 
we can get some fruit trees 
going around the back and 
just make it more accessi-
ble.”

EDCL is a non-profit, 
charitable association 
founded in 1961 in order to 
ensure that persons with 
an intellectual disabil-
ity could live in a state 
of dignity, share in all 
elements of living in the 

community and have the 
opportunity to participate 
effectively. Since starting 
their gardening campaign, 
the group has had to think 
of creative ways in order to 
fund the tools and plants 
needed for the initiative.

“The first year that we 
started, we didn’t have 
hardly any money, really,” 
said Michelle Ingram-
Smith, supervisor for resi-
dential services. “The local 
landscape florist company 
would let us take what we 

→ EDCL 4
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Page ThreePage Three Woolwich Township ended 2020 with a 
budget surplus, largely due to postponing 
capital projects and bailouts from the federal 
and provincial governments. In an audit 
presented Tuesday night, council heard 
the tax-supported surplus was $717,409 
– $11,921 operating surplus and $705,488 
capital surplus – which represents approxi-
mately 6.38% of the total budget.

Parents dropping off their kids at Elmira’s 
John Mahood PS pose a safety threat, 
but measures aimed at reducing the 
risk shouldn’t penalize nearby residents, 
Woolwich council decided. Presented 
with a plan to prohibit stopping on the 
north side of First Street across from the 
school, councillors rejected the idea.
From the July 2, 2011 edition of The Observer

Woolwich in surplus From the archives
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Woolwich arranges public river access site in West Montrose
Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

ALREADY PRONE TO 
CONFLICTS BETWEEN 
visitors and nearby 
homeowners, the area 
around the West Montrose 
covered bridge has been 
especially busy during the 
pandemic. 

With limited parking, 

Stephanie Lines-Toohill walks her dog Django at the now-barricaded Middlebrook Place bridge, which 
some residents are looking to have reopened. Justine Fraser

few amenities and no real 
public access to the river 
(some people, for instance, 
routinely trespass on 
private property to launch 
their canoes), the bridge 
area is a victim of its own 
popularity.

Now, the township has 
reached a deal with the 
nearby West Montrose 
Family Camp to provide an 

access point for canoeists 
and kayaks entering and 
exiting the Grand River 
without trespassing on 
private property. All of 
the properties between 
the Line 86 bridge and 
the covered bridge are 
privately owned, except 
for a small road allowed 
between the campground 
and the regional road 

bridge. 
A deal with the camp 

allows access, with the 
township planning to 
install signage that will 
direct visitors accordingly 
to avoid conflicts with 
landowners, economic 
development and tourism 
officer Jenna Morris told 
Woolwich councillors 
meeting Tuesday night.

“Since the pandemic, 
outdoor activities have 
soared in popularity. 
Installing appropriate 
signage will benefit 
the Corporation of the 
Township of Woolwich 
for the foreseeable future. 
The return on investment 
will come in the form of 
increased tourism, which 
will then support Wool- → RIVER 4

wich businesses. Further, 
it will lead to increased 
pride of place and, finally, 
appropriate signage will 
redirect trespassers to the 
official river access point 
and off private land,” she 
said in a report to council.

The project will include 
the development of a 
new river access location, 

Residents launch bid to save Middlebrook Place bridge
Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

SLATED FOR DEMOLI-
TION, AN OLD steel-truss 
bridge on Middlebrook 
Place now has a group 
advocating for its reopen-
ing.

Closed since 2013, the 
bridge was nonetheless 
being used by hikers 
and cyclists until earlier 
this year when it was 
completely barricaded, in 
keeping with Woolwich 
Township’s handling of 
the Peel Street bridge in 
Winterbourne.

Last year, both Wool-
wich and Centre Welling-
ton Township – the bridge 
spans the boundary 
between the two munici-
palities – opted to remove 
the structure rather than 
spend money repairing it.

The barricading of the 
bridge sparked a reac-
tion from some Centre 
Wellington residents 
who’ve launched an online 
campaign to retain the 
span. The move caught 
users by surprise, says 
Stephanie Lines-Toohill, 
community member and 
a representative for the 
Facebook group opposing 
the destruction of the 
Middlebrook Place bridge.

“It was such a shock – 
there were no signs there 
at all. I’ve been walking 

over that bridge for about 
the last four years or so at 
all different times of the 
day – it’s such a place of 
beauty and the memorial 
is there – if there had been 
signs up or a warning, 
[but] it was just suddenly 
‘bam, they were there,’” 
she said of the barricades.

The group gathered 
virtually for the first time 
on June 17 to discuss 
ideas about how to save 
the bridge, drawing on a 
similar exercise by Winter-
bourne residents earlier 
this year to have the Peel 
Street bridge rehabilitated 
for pedestrian use. 

“We are a caring group 
of local citizens gath-
ering public support 
to ask both Woolwich 
and Centre Wellington 
councils to revisit the 
decision to barricade and 
remove Middlebrook Place 
bridge,” said Lines-Too-
hill.

“Everyone just wants it 
to be pedestrian and bikes, 
that’s it. Many people go 
there because it’s a special 
place. It’s more than just 
an access, from one side 
of the river to another, it’s 
an actual place that people 
go to spend time in nature. 
It’s bigger than just a small 
bridge.

“It’s taking away that 
feeling that you’re linked 
to the people that came 

before; people remember 
growing up in that area 
and crossing the bridge,” 

she said of the reaction to 
the bridge being closed off.

The group’s efforts have 

yet to come to the atten-
tion of Woolwich officials, 
who have no plans to →BRIDGE 4

change the recommen-
dation to demolish the 
structure, said director 
of infrastructure services 
Jared Puppe.

“There is no effort being 
put forth by staff at this 
moment as both coun-
cils have endorsed the 
decision to keep the bridge 
closed until removal can 
occur,” he said in an email.

Both townships went 
through formal environ-
mental review and public 
consultation period prior 
to deciding the bridge’s 
fate.

 In that vein, Lines-Too-
hill said the public may 
not have been paying close 
enough attention, at least 
not until the barricades 
were erected.

“I don’t think the 
question was asked to 
the general public, ‘what 
would you like to happen 
to this bridge, here are the 
options, what do you have 
to say about it?’ she said. 
“There would have been 
public outcry, but maybe it 
feels like it’s too late. 

“I read about Peel Street 
bridge and there was 
enough public outcry that 
the decision was changed. 
They are changing into 
a pedestrian bridge. If 
we could gather enough 
public support, there 
is a possibility that the 
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Visit our Pharmacy today!
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• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
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BE READY FOR
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REAL ESTATE 
MARKET!

Alex Filipe
Observer Staff

HEALTH OFFICIALS 
EXPLAIN THAT THE 
Delta variant, with its 
efficiency in spreading 
more quickly, is the main 
reason behind why Water-
loo Region is being held 
at step 1 while the rest of 
the province continues to 
reopen.

“We are back in full 
pandemic mode,” said Lee 
Fairclough, president of 
St. Mary’s General Hospi-
tal during the weekly 
pandemic update June 25.

Case numbers remain 
elevated in the region. 
At midweek, there were 
457 active cases, with 56 
people hospitalized due 
to the virus, which has 
claimed 262 lives since the 
pandemic began.

“Over the past two weeks 
the Delta variant has 
presented an enormous 
challenge for our region,” 
said regional Chair Karen 

Delta variant keeps Waterloo Region a hot spot, delays reopening
Redman. “It is not only in 
congregate settings and 
workplace outbreaks but 
across our community 
and is putting increased 
strain on our hospitals and 
healthcare systems.”

Hospitalizations for 
COVID-19 patients have 
been disproportionately 
felt more by Waterloo 
Region than the rest of 
the province. Fairclough 
explained that as of last 
week, the amount of 
hospitalizations are equiv-
alent to those seen at the 
peak of the second wave, 
with 23 per cent of patients 
in Ontario admitted for 
COVID-19 being cared 
for at the region’s three 
hospitals.

“That’s striking, consid-
ering that we represent 
four per cent of the popu-
lation in Ontario,” said 
Fairclough. “This presents 
a similar level to where we 
were at the peak of wave 
two. Only in that case, we 
had a higher number of 

general cases in the popu-
lation.”

When the region 
announced that it 
wouldn’t be continuing 
to stage 2 of the prov-
ince’s reopening plan, 
residents were frustrated. 
Taking to social media, 
some citizens announced 
their plans to venture out 
to other regions to take 
advantage of their stage 2 
designation. But for those 
residents, Fairclough has a 
word of warning.

“Please don’t. Please 
don’t do that,” said Fair-
clough. “We have seen 
multiple family members 
being admitted to hospital 
– so if you care about your 
family, don’t go see them 
in the neighbouring areas, 
because we’ve got Delta 
here.”

The best way local 
residents can fight against 
Delta and have a chance to 
rejoin the rest of the prov-
ince is through vaccina-
tion. Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang has 

explained that since May 
1, 76 per cent of confirmed 
cases were among indi-
viduals who were unvac-
cinated, 22 per cent of 
cases were from partially 
vaccinated individuals 
and just 1.6 per cent were 
fully vaccinated.

“In the Delta variant, 
the vaccines are highly 
effective at reducing the 
risk for severe outcomes,” 
said Wang. “With a Delta 
variant, we know that the 
first dose improves protec-
tion against infection. But 
the strongest protection 
is for those who are fully 
immunized.”

Those who will feel the 
full brunt of the lockdown 
will be the small and 
independent businesses 
in the region. The combi-
nation of being unable to 
open while competitors in 
other areas are welcoming 
customers poses a respon-
sibility to those living 
in the region to make a 
concerted effort to support 

their neighbours.
“ I am really urging 

people to support local 
[businesses],” Dr Wang. 
“[People] that say ‘I’m 
going to take my business 
outside of the region,’ – 
you’re not supporting local 
[businesses], and we really 
need to support our local 
businesses right now.”

Health officials warn 
that there is a very real 
chance for Delta to rapidly 
spread throughout the 
province if those in the 
region decide to venture 
out to other communities.

“We know better – 
we know that mobility 
contributes to further 
spread,” said Fairclough. 
“Delta will rise if we give it 
a chance.”

It’s a different picture 
in neighbouring Welling-
ton-Dufferin-Guelph, 
where  there were just 65 
active case at midweek, up 
from 54 a week earlier.

That catchment area’s 
cumulative total was 8,155, 

of which 7,965 (97.7 per 
cent) have been resolved. 
There have been a total 
of 125 fatalities since the 
pandemic began, up two 
from last week’s report.

The province continues 
to see growth in the total 
number of cases, though at 
a much slower pace, with 
the tally now at 544,713 
up some 2,000 in the past 
week.

There have been 9,154 
deaths attributed to the 
virus – up 72 in the past 
week – representing 
a mortality rate of 1.7 
per cent. The ministry 
reports 533,150 cases 
(97.9 per cent) have been 
resolved.

The latest numbers from 
Health Canada show 7,400 
active cases nationwide, 
down about 3,000 from a 
week earlier. The cumu-
lative total of confirmed 
cases now stands at 
1,414,736, with 26,273 
related deaths , a mortality 
rate of 1.8 per cent.

purchasing and installing 
appropriate wayfinding 
signage, as well as market-
ing and communications 
to inform locals, visitors, 
and industry of the new 
site, Morris noted.

The work is being funded 
with a $10,000 grant from 
the regional tourism orga-
nization, with Woolwich 
contributing $5,000 from 
its share of an accommoda-
tion tax.

Coun. Patrick Merlihan 
asked if the township was 
looking at a permanent 

RIVER: Canoe launch and access point
→FROM 3 solution, perhaps acquiring 

land near the bridge, but 
Morris said the agreement 
with the campground is the 
long-term solution.

The West Montrose 
Family Camp has agreed 
to allow paddlers free 
access to the river from its 
property, but is looking at 
perhaps charging a small 
fee for parking. There is 
also an opportunity to 
promote some of its day 
camp programs and the 
like, said Morris of the 
upside for the camping 
operation.

want – they just wanted 
to help the community. 
So we’ve had some really 
good partnerships.”

The garden and its 
produce gets used by the 
staff as well. Clients and 
staff make their own salsa, 
pumpkin and apple pies, 
for instance. 

“We’ve been using 
everything and we want to 
try, if we can over time, to 
enlarge and maybe allow 
some of the other group 
homes in a non-COVID 
time to have a plot,” said 

Ingram-Smith.
The garden and the 

visitors it draws has been a 
boon to the residents, the 
organization says. With 
social isolation being a 
challenge for group homes 
even in larger cities, foster-
ing interactions with new 
people is key for Elmira 
District Community 
Living.

“[Being in] Elmira does 
tend to isolate them, even 
though they’re only five 
minutes away,” said Cheryl 
Peterson, services director 
at EDCL. “So it’s a way to 

bring the community here 
too.”

For Brooke Smith from 
the Grand River Conser-

vation Foundation, the 
knowledge that their 
donation will go towards 
providing assistance for 
EDCL residents is more 
than enough thanks.

“The routine of coming 
out and everything is great 
for the clients as well, 
getting them engaged with 
it,” said Smith.

As summer is in full 
swing, the residents at 
EDCL can rest assured that 
they will soon have some 
more accessible gardens to 
continue practicing their 
green thumbs.

EDCL: Grant helps residents get engaged with community garden
→FROM 2

Muriel M. interacts with a 
raised flower garden at the 
EDCL centre.  Alex Filipe
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DENNIS KUEPFER - MILLBANK - (519) 595-4362

• RETAINING WALLS
• DRAINAGE TILES & REPAIRS,
   CATCH BASIN, ETC.

• SPECIALIZE IN SEPTIC SYSTEMS

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS!

JUNE 23

3:46 AM | While on 
general patrol duties, 
a member of Waterloo 
Regional Police Service’s 
Neighbourhood Patrol 
observed a vehicle idling 
in the parking lot of a 
business on Weber Street 
North in Woolwich Town-
ship. An individual was 
observed walking back to 
the vehicle under suspi-
cious circumstances. As a 
result of the investigation, 
a 37-year-old female was 
arrested. She was charged 
with ‘attempt break and 
enter’ and ‘fail to comply 
with a release order.’

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Waterloo Regional 
Police received a report of 
an online scam. On June 
28, 2021, the complainant 
received a Facebook 
message from a friend. 
The friend advised that 
they received money 
from a foundation and 
encouraged the individual 
to apply to receive money 
from the same foundation. 

The complainant was 
sent a link to an online 
application that required 

Waterloo Regional Police issue warning about online scam
submitting personal 
information, including 
their date of birth, driver’s 
licence number, address 
and other details. 

Upon completing the 
application, the individual 
was said to be approved 
for a certain amount of 
money but would be 
required to pay for ship-
ping. The complainant 
then realized that it was 
a scam and their friend’s 
Facebook account had 

JUNE 24

9:35 AM |  Police received 
a report of a gas drive-off 
from a business on Earl 
Martin Drive in Elmira.  

JUNE 25

2:32 PM | Emergency 
services responded to 
a collision involving two 
vehicles in the area of 
Floradale Road and Jesse 
Place in Floradale. A 
Ford F-150 pickup truck 
was travelling south on 
Floradale Road when the 
driver struck a stopped 
Honda Odyssey minivan, 
which was waiting to make 
a left turn. As a result of the 
collision, five individuals 

from both vehicles were 
transported to hospital 
with minor injuries. Both 
vehicles were towed from 
the scene due to exten-
sive damage. Roadways 
in the area were closed 
for several hours while 
police investigated. The 
investigation is ongoing 
by members of Waterloo 
Regional Police Service’s 
Traffic Unit, and charges 
are pending. 

JUNE 26

9:31 PM | Emergency 
services responded to 
a fire in a workshop at 
a residence on Moser 
Young Road in Wellesley 
Township. The fire was 
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been hacked, police said 
in a release.

Police advise the public 
not to click on odd links or 
provide personal infor-
mation online unless they 
are sure the request is 
legitimate. If you receive 
a message from a friend 
or someone known to you 
that seems out of charac-
ter, please take the time 
to verify the request with 
the individual, they say.

More information about 

ongoing scams can be 
found at the  Waterloo 
Regional Police website, 
www.wrps.on.ca. 

Frauds can be reported 
online at the Canadian 
Anti-Fraud Centre. Report 
fraud and cybercrime 
(antifraudcentre-cen-
treantifraude.ca) or the 
Waterloo Regional Police 
Service›s online reporting 
tool: Online Reporting - 
Waterloo Regional Police 
Service (wrps.on.ca).

extinguished by Wellesley 
firefighters. There were no 
physical injuries reported 
as a result of the fire, 
which was deemed not to 
be suspicious. 

JUNE 27

2:13 PM | A resident of 
Adelaide Street in Linwood 
reported a theft from their 
vehicle. The vehicle was 
unlocked, and personal 
property was taken. 

6:12 PM | A driver 
reported a coll ision 
between their vehicle and 
a deer while travelling in 
the area of Crowsfoot and 
Cox Creek roads in Wool-
wich Township.

Emergency service workers assist individuals involved in a two-vehicle collision June 25 on Floradale Road. A minivan housing a family 
of four was struck from behind around 2:30 p.m. when a pickup truck failed to stop as they waited to make a left turn.  Alex Filipe

Real news. Real reporting. 
Stories you won't find anywhere else.

Trusted local news 
for twenty-five years.

decision could be changed 
on this bridge, and I 
thought well I’ll just try – it 
doesn’t hurt to try,” said  
Lines-Toohill.

The goal now is to add 
more community voices 
to the fledgling group as 
soon as possible to stop the 
Middlebrook Place bridge 
from being torn down, 
and to have the barricades 
removed for the people 
who have enjoyed using it 
over the years. 

“If they would like to 
have their voice added for 
public support, then we 

BRIDGE: Woolwich and Centre Wellington agreed to demolish the structure
→FROM 3 can take that voice to both 

councils because it lands 
on the boundary. If people 
want to do that, they can 
follow us on our Face-
book page, which is ‘Save 
Middlebrook Bridge’ [and] 
they can email at savemid-
dlebrookbridge@gmail.
com. In the next few weeks 
at the bridges we will have 
postcards and an informa-
tion poster so we hope that 
when people go they’ll be 
able to read up where they 
can contact,” she said.

“We’re just looking for 
ways to collect numbers 
and voices so that council 

knows that enough people 
care about the bridge.”

As with Peel Street, 
the Middlebrook Place 
bridge has significant 
historical value. Together, 
they represent half of the 
remaining camelback 
truss bridges in the Region 
of Waterloo.

According to the town-
ship’s environmental 
assessment study, the 
Chambers Bridge was 
originally constructed 
in approximately 1845 
as a wooden bridge over 
the Grand River. Subse-
quently, in 1905 the bridge 

was replaced at the same 
location with another 
structure. The Middle-
brook Steel Truss Bridge 
(#180160), as it is currently 
known, was originally 
constructed in the early 
1930s, and was moved 
into its current location in 
1946, where it replaced the 
old 1905 structure.

The bridge has under-
gone a number of repairs 
in the past 30 years, and 
was previously closed 
from 1994 to 2002. The two 
townships plan to split the 
$700,000 cost to demolish 
the structure.
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “It is as essential that our communities have 
all the needed tools and resources to prop-
erly adapt to the growing environmental 
disruptions as it is to rapidly decrease our 
greenhouse gas emissions. A national adap-
tation strategy is key to reducing social ineq-
uities and ensuring a healthy future for all.”
Dr. Claudel Pétrin-Desrosiers of the Canadian Association 
of Physicians for the Environment.

Canadians are spending $178 per 
month shopping online, an increase 
of $69 compared to pre-pandemic. 
Across the country, this translates to 
almost $5.5B in current monthly online 
spending and an overall increase of 
over $2B in monthly online spending.
PayPal Canada's 2021 Consumer Shopping Study

Verbatim The Monitor

Canada Day is typically much more subdued than 
the celebrations that occur three days later in the 
U.S. This year, that certainly should be the case 
given the latest revelations related to the coun-

try’s shameful residential school era and subsequent calls 
for boosting reconciliation efforts.

This isn’t about cancelling Canada Day in the odious 
cancel-culture vein, but about taking an opportunity to note 
the historical record and offer some thought to the mistreat-
ment of Indigenous peoples. There’s no going back in time 
to undo the wrongs, but we can recognize the harm done, 
help with the healing and, most importantly, make sure that 
systemic racism is tackled head-on.

Recent discoveries of bodies in unmarked graves at former 
residential schools in B.C. (215 children) and Saskatchewan (751 
people) have brought the issue to the fore ahead of Canada Day 
– celebrations seem out of order, well beyond the inappropri-
ateness this and last year due to the pandemic.

Though we know little about the bodies recently detected by 
scans – the people’s names, histories and how and why they 
died, for instance – we do know that the residential school 
system was and is a blight on the country. No matter the 
intentions of those who operated such schools, the system was 
inherently racist in assuming the children forced into such 
schools needed to be assimilated into the predominant culture.

Tearing children away from their parents, families and 
communities is rarely a good idea. Doing so systemically was 
always a horrible idea. That the system operated for more than 
a century – the last residential school closed its doors only 
25 years ago – indicates the pervasive racism underlying the 
system.

Residential schools can trace their roots back to the Indian 
Act in 1876. Some two decades later, the government amended 
the Act to make compulsory the attendance of schools, which 
were often residential ones in more isolated parts of the 
country. Locating the schools away from Indigenous areas was 
an intentional policy to keep children separated from their 
families and communities, the better to assimilate them into 
mainstream life. In that it was successful, with the negative 
consequences still being felt today in a more fractured Indig-
enous culture hit disproportionately by mental health issues, 
substance abuse and suicide.

None of that is new information, though the discovery of 
hundreds of bodies does bring our usually disinterested gaze 
onto the issue. 

As Cowessess Chief Cadmus Delorme noted in the case of 
the new revelations at the former Marieval Indian Residential 
School some 140 kilometres east of Regina, the bodies found 
there were not in a mass grave site, but rather in unmarked 
graves. There are in fact indications the markers may have been 
there and subsequently removed prior to the property being 
turning over by the church in the 1970s. 

How many of those who died did so because of abuse, for 
instance, or neglect remains to be determined. Even without 
any direct nefarious behaviour, those operating the residential 
schools – predominantly church groups, Catholics in particu-
lar – were responsible for the care of the children entrusted to 
them. 

Canada’s past mistreatment of First Nation peoples, ongoing 
racism and continuing issues such as boil-water advisories 
on reserves have not helped Canada’s standing in the world. 
Sensational findings such as those at former residential schools 
definitely bring the country’s reputation into disrepute. Recog-
nition and even apologies are one thing, but systemic change is 
something else entirely.

That we’re being forced to reckon with our own past – some 
of it recent rather than being of a “different time” – and pres-
ent may be uncomfortable, but is necessary, given the latest 
reminders. We can’t simply bury inconvenient truths the way 
residential schools did to those who died on their watch. 

A different take on
 Canada Day this year

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

The Chinese Communist 
Party is celebrating the 

centenary of its foundation this 
week (July 1), and most people 
in China accept the origin myth 
that justifies its dictatorial 
rule. China was a horrendously 
impoverished and unequal 
society in 1921, the official 
line says, and owes its current 
prosperity and freedom from 
foreign rule to the  Communist 
revolution of 1949.

The implication, never stated 
explicitly, is that without the 
Communist revolution China 
would still be poor and vulner-
able to foreign meddling. 
But Japan and Korea, which 
share the same basic East 
Asian culture, have per capita 
incomes three or four times 
higher than China’s, and they 
are also democracies.

Then why is anybody 
celebrating the 100th anni-
versary of the foundation of 
the Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP)? Because it’s the victors 
who write the history, that’s 
why.

1949, the year that Mao 
Zedong won the civil war and 
entered Beijing, was the year of 
peak Communism. In Europe 
it was all downhill for Commu-
nism after 1950, and the Soviet 
Union itself finally evaporated 
peacefully in 1991 at the age 
of 74, killed by a combination 
of economic failure and a 

China marking 100 years of bad decisions
ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

well-educated population’s 
impatience with the old auto-
cratic ways. But in Asia it was 
different.

When the Communists took 
power in China in 1949, they 
should at least have enjoyed 
the same decades-long burst of 
growth that the Soviet Union 
experienced after the end of 
the Russian civil war in 1920. 
The raw material for that kind 
of explosive growth was avail-
able in both countries: a large 
peasant population ripe to be 
transformed cheaply into an 
industrial working class.

It had nothing to do with 
Communism: the same growth 
spurt happened in Britain in 
1850-1880, in the United States 
about two decades later, and in 
Japan in 1950-1980.

Communism did not stop 
this great initial surge of indus-
trialisation from happening 
in Russia too in the 1920s and 
‘30s,  so why didn’t it happen in 
China in the 50s, 60s and 70s? 
Step forward the ‘Great Helms-
man’, Mao Zedong.

The trouble with Mao was 
that he really believed the 
sacred books. Russian Commu-
nists talked about ‘New Soviet 
Man’ as a Platonic ideal. Mao 

spent 25 years actually trying to 
turn the Old Hundred Names 
into a Chinese version of that 
imaginary post-human species.

It was twenty-five years of 
political upheaval, bloodshed, 
famine and chaos: tens of 
millions were killed needlessly, 
and at the end China was just as 
poor as ever. Mao died in 1976, 
and it was 1980 before more 
sensible colleagues gained firm 
control of the CCP and began 
building a modern economy in 
China.

By then China’s East Asian 
neighbours,  Japan and South 
Korea, were just coming to 
the end of their three-decade 
spurts of 10%-plus annual 
growth rates. China finally 
embarked on the equivalent 
process only in the 1980s.

China has now reached the 
end of its own three decades 
of high-speed growth, but 
because the three previous 
decades were wasted it still has 
a GDP per capita only a third 
or a quarter of that in Japan or 
South Korea – or Taiwan.

What was the alternative to 
the Maoist disaster? A Nation-
alist victory in the civil war, 
presumably, and how would 
that have worked out?

The Kuomintang (National-
ist) Party, which still clung to 
power in Taiwan, was deeply 
corrupt and very oppressive 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 8
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STEVE  
KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

Doing what's right often demands making the hard choices

and slows the reopening 
of the economy, though 
that’s also the result of 
bureaucratic thinking.

The federal and provin-
cial governments both 
share in the blame for 
inadequate vaccine supply 
and distribution, along 
with a host of other fail-
ings, particularly where 
ineffective lockdowns 
are concerned. But with 
local officials responsible 
for frontline responses, 
Waterloo Region is in the 
spotlight: the results here 
have been worse than in 
other jurisdictions in the 
province, including neigh-
bouring municipalities. 

Here, they’ve been too 
slow in getting shots into 
arms. Online registration 
is a hassle, there have 
been long wait times and 
long lines for those with 

appointments. Far too 
few quick, simple walk-in 
options, the kind needed 
to move the process along. 
The slow pace is directly 
responsible now for what 
is still mostly a lockdown 
situation, though political 
decisions based on group-
think at the provincial 
level share much of blame.

This isn’t to simply 
lambaste politicians and 
bureaucrats. They, like the 
rest of us, are in unchar-
tered waters, though they 
also bear responsibility 
for failing to carry out the 
mapmaking some had 
warned was necessary: the 
likes of better pandemic 
planning, safeguarding 
long-term care homes that 
would eventually bear the 
brunt of the fatalities and 
strengthening domestic 
pharmaceutical capacity. 

“It is now apparent that 
Ontario cannot vaccinate 
its way out of the crisis. 
The way out requires 
effective public health 

measures based on solid 
risk communications. 
With over one year of 
real-life crisis opportu-
nities to figure out how 
to effectively commu-
nicate pandemic risk, 
why are mistakes still 
being made?” wrote Jack 
L. Rozdilsky, associate 
professor of disaster and 
emergency management 
at York University, in an 
April piece for The Conver-
sation.

“Confusion, mistrust 
and despair are now the 
predominant public 
attitudes in Toronto 
as Premier Ford first 
announced more restric-
tions and shortly there-
after walked back certain 
measures, like increased 
police powers and a ban on 
outdoor playground use.

“Meanwhile, an increas-
ing number of health 
experts are expressing 
the opinion that the Ford 
government’s failure to act 

quickly and decisively on 
dire warnings that were 
known months ago, has 
exacerbated the disaster 
and has ultimately cost 
lives.”

The bottom line? Poor 
decision making and poor 
communication made the 
situation worse.

That’s not limited to 
the Ford government, of 
course. There’s plenty of 
blame to go around. Nor 
should this be a partisan 
issue – we’ve avoided 
much of the circus seen 
in the U.S., but we’re not 
immune, as Scott Gilmore 
notes in Maclean’s maga-
zine.

“While Americans 
are emerging from their 
homes and hugging loved 
ones, we are being locked 
down yet again. While 
the British methodically 
immunize their popula-
tion, we are forced to scroll 
through Twitter in hopes 
of finding an appoint-
ment. While the Austra-

lians are filling stadiums 
to watch rugby, we aren’t 
allowed to walk through 
our local park. Or maybe 
we are. It’s unclear. No one 
is certain. But our political 
leaders universally assure 
us there is no confusion,” 
he writes of the polariza-
tion that has emerged 
even here.

“Again, if any of you 
culpable partisans have 
read this far, you are 
almost certainly saying 
one of two things: ‘Yes, 
it’s a mess because the 
premier is incompe-
tent.’ Or, ‘Yes, it’s a mess 
because Trudeau is an 
idiot.’ And that is why it is 
a mess.

“Because partisans on 
all sides are creating the 
cover that is allowing 
political leaders at all 
levels to confidently avoid 
blame.”

Avoiding blame is 
precisely what politicians 
and bureaucrats do best, 
whether that’s going along 
with each other for mutual 
support – their favourite 
time of consensus – or 
writing the rules so they 
can’t be held accountable. 

But accountability is 
precisely what we need 
if the public’s trust in 
government is to be 
restored.

That’s an uphill battle, 
as governments have been 
working diligently for 
years to make themselves 
untrustworthy, padding 
their own pockets, wasting 
much of the tax money 
collected and foisting 
ill-advised policies and 
projects on an overbur-
dened public.

Beyond being annoyed 
with government waste, 
what’s really at stake is 
the legitimacy of govern-
ment itself. That may 
sound dramatic, but if the 
bureaucracies are seen as 
bloated and self-serving, 
it becomes easier to write 
off all of the good thing 
that governments do. 

Given the goings-on, Canada Day may be a more muted affair this year.

Given the failures 
related to the 

pandemic and vaccine 
rollout in Waterloo Region, 
who gets fired? Asked to 
resign? Sanctioned? 

The questions are 
rhetorical, as accountabil-
ity to the public is never 
on the agenda where 
local municipalities are 
concerned – the thought 
has yet to occur to regional 
officials, yet alone any 
attempt to act on the 
public’s behalf.

There’s plenty of blame 
to go around, of course, 
from Ottawa on down. 

Hand-wringing and 
finger-pointing aside, 
there will be few repercus-
sions for bureaucrats and 
elected officials who’ve 
dropped the ball. 

We’ve come to expect 
that with almost every-
thing government does. A 
scandal will occasionally 
require a sacrificial lamb – 
someone eventually back 
at the trough after the heat 
dies down – but typically 
no one pays a cost for 
poor decisions, whether 
that leads to the loss of 
life as in the pandemic or, 
with regularity, the loss of 
taxpayers’ money. 

In the region, the 
pandemic has bureau-
cratic failings front and 
centre, though we have the 
next transit boondoggle 
in the works and a host of 
other poor decisions from 
which to witness both 
suspect administration 
and financial waste. 

Right now, regional 
government has only one 
priority: get vaccines into 
people’s arms. That’s not 
getting done. The regis-
tration system is slow and 
cumbersome. Appoint-
ments don’t go smoothly. 
Clinics are slow and 
bureaucratic, with very 
few drop-in options, and 
yet fewer quick and conve-
nient ones. These are all 
hurdles to people getting 
inoculated, which in turn 
allows the virus to spread →KANNON 8
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 ↆ LAST WEEK: The identity of Uncle Bob remains a mystery but 
one thing for sure is that the majority of readers didn't believe it was 
Councillor Murray Martin. Effective Edge Marketing was launched out 
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Herb Nehr did entertain at one of The Great Pumpkin Party events 
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

A hollow feeling after the season-opener

ered for myself that the arc 
of the moral universe is 
long, but it bends towards 
justice. Basically, I caught 
seven or eight decent bass 
in the wind and the rain we 
endured, while my buddy 
caught a single rock bass.

It should have been like 
Christmas and every birth-
day all rolled up into one.  
I should have been elated. 
But, you know, I couldn’t 
even muster enough 
enthusiasm to have him 
pose for several photos 
with that puny rock bass. 
Instead, I took just two.

Jenn calls that personal 
growth, but I’m not so 
sure.

I had dreamed about 
this for years and, between 
you and me, I just thought 
it would feel a whole lot 
better than it did.  Sure, 
I still feel a warm glow 

emanating from deep 
inside. Yes, I smile every 
time I think of that puny 
rock bass.  And, I’ll be 
honest, this trip also 
engendered a newfound 
feeling of gratitude 
towards that species.

But all that is tempered 
with just a little remorse. 
I could not help but feel 
bad for my buddy. He truly 
expected to catch more 
and bigger smallmouth 
bass. There was no doubt 
in his mind that he would 
put on a fishing clinic 
for the fly angler. I half-
thought it too.

Yet, when all was said 
and done, it was not to be 
– and he had to eat crow 
until next bass opener.

Again, I thought it would 
feel better. Don’t get me 
wrong, it feels pretty darn 
good – but I just thought it 
would feel even better. 

So, I did what I could to 
remain magnanimous. 
I did not dance when we 
were finished and traile-

ring the boat – much. I did 
not mention the rock bass 
too often, except to strang-
ers in passing boats and 
to anyone at the launch 
who asked how the fishing 
was. And when I raised the 
stringer that held the two 
fish I was taking home for 
dinner, I did not tell people 
I caught them. Instead, 
when they asked who 
caught those beauties, I 
humbly said, “Not him.”

That’s because I strive to 
be inclusive.

I will probably fish with 
him on opening day again, 
even though I am seriously 
considering quitting on a 
high note.

But what surprised 
me even more than that 
thought was how grateful 
I am – to have him as my 
fishing buddy, for credible 
witnesses and for rock 
bass in general. 

Still, I can’t help but feel 
remorse.

I should have taken 
more photos.

Opening day of bass 
season this year 

taught me a lot about 
life and the difference 
between reality and 
fantasy. That’s the kind of 
thing you learn when you 
dramatically out-fish your 
best friend. 

The big lesson: it 
was not as magical as I 
expected it to be.

I expected the kind of 
fireworks that you feel 
right after your first kiss 
– which, if you are a true 
angler, was probably with 
a big female bass. 

I had good reason to 
expect this, too. You 
see, my buddy normally 
out-fishes me every open-
ing day, mostly because 
he uses spin fishing gear 
and I use a fly rod, which, 
as much as I love them, 
are definitely not as effi-
cient in terms of casting 
distance and number of 
casts per hour.  

This opening day, 
however, I finally discov-

Santa Claus is a Canadian 
citizen.

Newfoundland was nicknamed 
“The Rock” after Dwayne 
Johnson visited during his time 
as a professional wrestler.

Bob and Doug McKenzie’s Great 
White North sketch comedy on 
SCTV led to a movie and a 
soundtrack that won a Grammy 
nomination and broke the top 
ten on Billboard’s Top LP’s in 
1982. Geddy Lee was featured 
on their song “Take Off.”

in the 1950s and ‘60s. A 
non-Communist China 
would have been the 
same sort of ramshackle 
dictatorship in that era, 
but the Nationalists would 
have started growing 
the Chinese economy 
right away.  We know that 
because it’s what they 
actually did do in Taiwan.

Over time the Taiwanese 
economy blossomed, the 
island’s people became 
educated, and eventually, 
in the 1980s, the autocrats 
were peacefully replaced 
by democratically elected 
governments. Why do 
people find it hard to 
believe that the same thing 
would have happened in a 
Nationalist-ruled China?

In fact, that hypothet-
ical democratic China 
would now bestride the 
world like a Colossus. 
Communist rule gave 
China the second-best 

outcome economically, 
and also lumbered it with 
a crude dictatorship. Will 
it remain that way forever?

The prevailing wisdom 
is that most people will put 
up with the dictatorship 
so long as the Party also 
delivers constantly rising 
prosperity – but China 
now has a pseudo-capital-
ist economy, including a 
welfare state that provides 
even less support to the 
under-class than the 
American one.

That makes the regime 
very vulnerable if there 
is a bad recession, which 
happens from time to 
time in capitalist econ-
omies. Moreover, under 
Xi Jinping the Party is 
stuck with another presi-
dent-for-life, which tends 
to end badly everywhere. 
The CCP could rule for 
another generation, or it 
could be gone in less than 
a decade.

DYER: Change could come quickly

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

www.elmirainsurance.ca 8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
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Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

 �Respect those 
who can’t wear a 
mask

To the Editor,
The story on the two 

Elmira thrift stores in the 
June 24 edition prompts 
me to point out a discon-
nect. The regional face 
mask by-law, as printed on 
the community infor-
mation page, states that 
“people with certain medi-
cal conditions or disabil-
ities are exempt.” I fall 
into the first category and 
have been refused entry by 
both the WCS and the MCC 
thrift stores.

The MCC further stated 
that, since their store was 
private property, they 
would do as they decided 
with regard to this bylaw 
(and by extension the rele-
vant provincial legislation 
and the federal Charter). 

The country has become 
a very interesting place 
indeed when people feel 
they can cherry-pick 
which laws they'll obey 

and which ones they 
won't. 

Olga Domjan
ELORA

 �Getting 
vaccinated is 
essential to stop 
COVID-19

To the Editor,
If you truly love and 

care about people in 
hospitals, retirement 
homes, nursing homes, 
people receiving home-
care, your family, friends 
and neighbours, you 
will get your COVID-19 
vaccinations. If you are 
employed in any way in 
the health care system, 
being vaccinated is vitally 
important. 

Health-care workers are 
encouraged to get their 
flu shots, and most of 
them do. COVID-19 and its 
variants are much more 
serious than the flu.  

Too many people 
have had surgeries and 

essential tests delayed or 
cancelled and continue 
to live in pain. Some may 
have died because they 
were afraid to go to emer-
gency for help.

Quite a long time ago, 
vaccinations for smallpox 
and polio were require-
ments for international 
travel. If these two 
diseases returned, would 
you still refuse to be vacci-
nated?

→FROM 6

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

There is already a strong 
contingent that would 
downsize and eventu-
ally neuter government, 
which is essentially our 
way of working together 
for common goals. Every 
wasted tax dollar, every 
politician focused only 
on keeping his or her 
job, every entitled civil 
servant, every incident 
of corruption erodes the 
credibility of government.

Any hope of regaining 
even a modicum of public 
trust starts with each level 
of government getting 
its fiscal house in order 
– the long list of waste 
and corruption has been 
reported widely. Failing 
to act properly in a time of 
crisis when there is only 
one job to be done – every 
non-essential function 
should have been dropped 
or put on hold – only 
confirms the public’s 
suspicions of bureaucrats.

Partisans turn a blind 

eye to all of the negatives, 
whether that’s in support 
of a particular party or 
a pet project. The rest of 
us look on apathetically, 
often resigned to the 
fact graft and corruption 
abound. A few note that 
incompetence is common-
place, from municipal 
bureaucracies through to 
the boardrooms of multi-
nationals.

The only way that’s 
going to change is through 
the political will to push 
for true accountability. 
The politicians won’t do it, 
however, unless we force 
them to: they’re happy 
with a self-serving system 
that allows unfettered 
access to the cookie jar 
for themselves and their 
financial backers.

That there has been no 
talk of accountability for 
failings in the pandemic, 
particularly here in the 
region, shows govern-
ment interests trump the 
public’s.

COVID-19 vaccinations 
are a requirement for 
international travel.  

This virus is mutating 
and will continue to do so, 
the longer it is allowed to 
rage. 

Vaccinations worked to 
eradicate smallpox and 
polio. What are you doing 
to control and hopefully 
eventually eradicate 
COVID-19?

Pauline Duench Miller 
ST. JACOBS

KANNON: Bureaucrats will never 
hold themselves accountable

→FROM 7



AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

THE OBSERVER | Thursday, July 1, 2021 | 9

Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

BusinessBusiness In the latest round of distributions from 
Ottawa’s Universal Broadband Fund, Kitch-
ener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis last week 
announced $642,000 in federal funding for 
Avetria Wireless to bring high-speed Internet 
to residents of Bloomingdale. Wireless Farm 
will receive $45,000 to do the same in Ariss.

As more and more Canadian companies 
consider the future of work, Workplace Strat-
egies for Mental Health is releasing new 
research that shows despite the increase in 
vaccinations, 46% of Canadians working from 
home are anxious about the threat of the virus 
if and when they return to the office. Only 10% 
of respondents indicated they were concerned 
about striking a new work-life balance.

Broadband funding Back-to-work concerns

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East
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Is your summer footwear
causing you foot pain? 

A combination of hands on physiotherapy, exercises, taping and even 
orthotics from our friends at Kimberley Rau and Associates can help you!

Come to the professionals that know how to TREAT your FEET!

519

A combination of hands on physiotherapy, exercises, taping and even 
orthotics from our friends at 

Come to the professionals that know how to 

A bystander talks on the phone as Stephanie Scott works on a mural on the side of the Sip 'N Bite Restaurant in Elmira. Alex Filipe

Painting the town red ... and other colours

Alex Filipe
Observer Staff

THE ELMIRA ART 
EXHIBIT IS in full swing 
for the summer. Run 
by the Elmira Business 
Improvement Area (BIA) 
and the Township of 
Woolwich, the exhibit aims 
to showcase ten public art 
pieces displayed in various 
outdoor locations around 
the downtown core.

Through one large 
mural and nine eight-by-
eight-inch print displays, 
organizers hope artists 
will convey the different 
scenes and stories one may 
get while living in small 
town Elmira. During their 
call for artists, one ques-
tion was asked: “What does 
Elmira mean to you?”

“Whether or not you 
live in Elmira you may be 
familiar with the street 
life, festivals and farmers’ 
market. You may also 
appreciate all the things 
locally produced and the 
community experience in 
this unique town,” wrote 
Jenna Morris, economic 
development and tour-
ism officer for Woolwich 
Township. “If you grew up 
here you may have fond 
memories to share. Now 
is the time to tell us: What 
does Elmira mean to you?”

Stephanie Scott, the 
artist behind the large 
mural being painted on 
the side of the Sip ‘N Bite 
Restaurant, her piece was 
a collaboration between 
herself and the Elmira BIA.

“This was somewhat 
collaborative with the 

BIA,” said Scott. “I submit-
ted a design, which they 
liked, but they wanted 
something that was a little 
closer to other stuff that I 
had in my portfolio.”

“They wanted some-
thing that was a little more 
scenic, and spoke to this 
area, and what it’s like,” 
said Scott. “So the scene 
kind of evolved from the 
female figure, Mother 
Earth as you could call 
her, and her hair turns 
into the landscape, which 
goes from very organic, 
into a more structured 
agricultural landscape at 
the end.”

Those same themes of 
what makes Elmira unique 
can be seen throughout the 
nine printed displays put 
up around the community. 
For Michael Brown, whose 

painting is of a grandfather 
playing hockey with his 
grandkids, the history and 
local ties behind the piece 
are very real.

“That particular paint-
ing was a commissioned 
piece. There’s a little bit 
of a story behind it. The 
person I did the painting 
for, his grandfather passed 
away. And that’s who the 
adult is in the picture.” 
said Brown. “They were 
going through some of 
the old photos, and they 
found this picture of them 
when they were all young. 
And, you know, it was 
emotional.

“It kind of connects 
to Elmira, because it’s a 
hockey town,” continued 
Brown. “If you can find 
some ice in the wintertime, 

→ MURALS 20

What constitutes 
“natural” food is 

always a little fuzzy. 
It’s typically defined by 

what isn’t in it, rather than 
what is. Consumers want 
their food produced with 
very little, if anything, 
that most would consider 
unnatural. 

That includes the likes 
of hormones, pesticides, 
antibiotics and geneti-
cally modified organisms 
(GMOs). 

And that frustrates 
farmers, who maintain 
that whatever they use to 
help them grow food is 
federally approved as safe. 
But consumers are afraid 
that anything unnatural 
has dire consequences 
to themselves and to the 
environment, and are 
typically more swayed by 
emotion and anti-technol-
ogy rhetoric than facts.

But in the spring, Grass-
roots Public Affairs polled 
consumers and found the 
edginess towards addi-
tives and crop protection 
was lessening… not by 
much, but enough to raise 
eyebrows and at least 
suggest that science and 
its consistent message 
may be chipping away at 
the suspicion and nega-
tivity.

Grassroots, which 
has conducted a public 
perception survey about 
food production for the 
past three years, found 
Canadians continue to 
have an overwhelm-
ing distaste for what it 
considers “additives” 
(they’re more like tools 
than additives, but that’s 
a semantics argument, 
unrelated to the emotion 

Artists find inspiration in Elmira, putting their talents on display

that Grassroots was trying 
to capture). 

Anyway, pollsters found 
the negative perception 
of hormones dropped to 
53 per cent, from 61 per 
cent in 2019. That was the 
biggest difference among 
the “additives” high-
lighted in the survey. 

Unfavourable views of 
pesticides have inched 
lower, to 81 per cent, from 
83 per cent. Not much 
change there, but to the 
crop protection industry, 
it’s better than a spike 
upwards. 

A question is how 
much of this change 
can be attributed to the 
pandemic. Is science in 
general considered to be 
less of a villain than in the 
recent past? Science often 
gets blamed for atroci-
ties real and imagined. 
But let’s remember it’s 
researchers and scientists 
who were and are central 
to starting to control the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

We accept science when 
it’s related to health, but 
not when it’s used to 
produce food. Yet food 
production has hurdles 
of its own to clear, partic-
ularly in countries where 
starvation remains a 
daily problem. Natu-
ral approaches to food 
production are tough on 
a continent-wide scale 
where pests, disease 
and other predators are 
relentless. That prob-
lem is universal, and a 

Is science finally 
winning over 
food buyers?
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OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

I got vaccinated for my family and 
my community, and a longing to 
be reunited through art, theatre 
and music. After all, connection 
is what makes us human. 
And, I’m ready to watch 
my boy dance again.

Jennifer Moss
Journalist/Author/Speaker

Protect yourself and 
those you love.
Book your appointment today at:

regionofwaterloo.ca/VaccineBook

519-514-1499  |  TTY: 519-575-4608

What’s 
your why?

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com
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Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com

Dr. Rebecca 
nnon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

: Hair Analysis: Hair Analysis:
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com
69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405

ROBERTS: Making an argument for 
staying the course with farm practices

→ FROM 9

Volunteer efforts at Clock Tower help support Kate’s Kause
Alex Filipe
Observer Staff

WHEN JULIANE 
SHANTZ, DOCTOR OF 
audiology at the Ear and 
Hearing Clinic in Elmira, 
learned of the group of 
volunteers who wind the 
clock in the clock tower of 
her clinic, she wanted to 
show her gratitude. 

“They're volunteering 
their time, and I thought 
it would be nice to give 
back to the community [on 
behalf of] their efforts,” 
said Shantz. “So we're 
making this donation to 
Kate’s Kause, hopefully to 
go towards the washrooms 
or whatever they’re doing 
next.”

“We just wanted to make 

sure that it went to a good 
cause,” said Jeff Hutchin-
son, a volunteer with the 
Society of Clock Winders.

The $1,350 donation will 
go towards the washroom 
facilities now under 
construction at the site, 
the latest development 
at Gibson Park courtesy 
of Kate’s Kause. The 
accessible playground 
first opened in 2012, the 
impetus of founder Kelly 
Meissner who’s daughter, 
Kate, was diagnosed with 
Angelman Syndrome (AS), 
a rare neurogenetic disor-
der affecting an estimated 
one in every 15,000 people. 
People living with AS have 
little or no verbal skills, 
poor gross and fine motor 
skills, and possible seizure 

and sleep disorders.
“Her diagnosis was 

really hard to hear, but we 
wanted her to reach maxi-
mum potential and live the 
best life that she could,” 
said Meissner. “In order 
to do that, we figured she 
needed to be included with 
her community.”

It only takes a trip to 
Gibson Park to see how 
involved Kate is with the 
Elmira community. Kate’s 
Place, a state-of-the-art 
accessible playground 
– equipped with jungle 
gyms, swings and even 

musical instruments – is 
available for children 
young and old to enjoy. 
Kate’s Place was first 
opened nine years ago, and 
there have been a number 
of additions to the space 
in the intervening years. 
Many of the improvements 
have come through dona-
tions such as the one from 
the Ear and Hearing Clinic.

“It’s very rewarding,” 
said Shantz. “I know this 
is a really good charity. 
They're looking for some 
money right now because 
they're doing all these 

From left, Jeff Hutchinson, Brad Lebold, Juliane Shantz, Kelly Meissner, Dylon Smith and Patrick Kelly stand in front of the sensory wall 
at Kate's Place park with a cheque for $1,350.  Alex Filipe

key reason why farmers 
use crop protection and 
animal health products. 

Farmers also use 
technology to help keep 
their costs down, and in 
turn, keep the cost of food 
down. When food prices 
increase, as they continue 
to do, it’s not because 
farmers are getting rich… 
they get very little of the 
food dollar, with most of it 
going towards processing 
and manufacturing.    

Grassroots found that 
those who visit a farm 
change their opinion 
about it. They’re more 
likely to see the use of 
“additives” more favour-
ably. I was surprised that 
the poll revealed one in 
three Canadians have 
actually visited a farm – I 

thought it would be much 
lower. 

But I’ll also be curious to 
see if that number moves. 
Many Canadians, espe-
cially those who live in 
urban areas, will not likely 
get the chance to visit a 
farm, although the reac-
tion to such visits should 
stimulate the agri-food 
industry to try to make it 
happen more often.   

Overall, the new 
figures shown by Grass-
roots should be an 
incentive to the indus-
try to keep its foot on 
the gas. And hopefully 
this sends a message to 
scientists and research-
ers who try to commu-
nicate with the public 
that their messages, 
persistence and patience 
may be getting through.

wonderful things here.”
The donation will go 

towards the construction 
of fully accessible wash-
room facilities near the 
playground. Meissner 
noted that she wanted 
to install the washrooms 
after seeing families leav-
ing the park early due to a 
lack of accessible restroom 
facilities.

“Everybody needs a spot 
to go to the bathroom that 
is safe and dignified,” she 
said. “A lot of our families 
who live with significant 
disabilities often have to 

leave the park and stop 
their play so that they can 
go and use a washroom 
somewhere else.”

With the new washrooms 
now under construction, 
Kate’s Place and it’s multi-
tude of play spaces are an 
attraction fit for families 
with all types of accessibil-
ity concerns.

“It's kind of been a dream 
come true, and to see it this 
loved is pretty amazing,” 
said Meissner. “Now we've 
got a spot where you can 
really spend the whole 
day.”
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Lorentz Farms Ltd. 
Mill operators and night shift loader 

tractor driver/general labourer needed. 
Mechanically inclined, computer knowledge 
helpful, some equipment operation required.  

Call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

HELP WANTED

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated farm manager. 
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general clean 
up. Some weekend and after hours work.

Competitive wage.

NOW HIRING FULL TIME
ROOF TRUSS ASSEMBLERS

Must be team oriented, ambi�ous & responsible
No experience required

Mar-Span offers compe��ve wages, produc�on
bonuses and employee benefits.

Please apply with resume in person
or email resume to marv@marspan.com

We would like to thank all applicants, however
only those selected for interview will be contacted.

7221 Side Rd. 16 Drayton, ON

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Help Wanted

Customer Service/ Sales Position
This is a full-time inside position in our power tool, 
industrial / contractor supply store and would include 
counter sales and customer service in the store. This can 
also include phone and email order taking. 
Knowledge of power tools, computer skills and 
drivers license are assets.  

Apply with resume in person or email: joseph@millbankhardware.com
Or call 519-595-4212. Ask for Joseph Gerber

Purchasing Position
This is a full-time inside position in our power tool, 
industrial / contractor supply store and would include 
product selection and purchasing of product. This 
includes responsibility for communication and relationship 
with the vendor, purchasing of product and stock level 
management within the category.  

A general knowledge of construction, industrial and 
agricultural products are assets.  Willing to train.
Apply with resume in person or email: joseph@millbankhardware.com
Or call 519-595-4212. Ask for Joseph Gerber

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Bookkeeper

The Company: EFS-plastics is one of North America’sleading plastic 
recyclers, focused on converting post-consumer mixed plastics 
(#3-7) and plastic filminto high-quality resin pellets. As global 
concern around plastic waste rises, EFS looks to grow by providing 
a sustainable alternative to virgin plastic. We currently have two 
locations in Listowel, ON and Hazelton, PA.

• Our mission is to protect the environment and reduce waste 
by processing post-consumer recycled plastics into a viable, 
mainstream resource.

• We believe in being trusted partners for our customers, loyal 
neighbours in our communities, and consistent stewards of 
our environment. 

The Position: We’re looking for a Bookkeeper who is eager to work 
with our Accounting and Management team. 

Responsibilities:
• Ensuring that records are maintained to report in accordance 

with generally accepted accounting principles
• Responsible for AR
• Perform AP activities including invoice processing and 

data entry
• Invoicing
• HST filing 
• Working with our accountant/controller on year end

Requirements:
• Bookkeeper certificate
• 5 years experience
• Experienced with Sage 50, QuickBooks and Excel
• Motivated and self-driven
• Accurate with strong attention to detail
• Excellent communication skills
• Work well in a team environment

Why Should You Apply? 
• Receive a competitive salary and leading industry benefits 
• Be on the frontier of addressing the growing plastic 

waste problem

Please apply by email: jobs@efs-plastics.ca

Grow the circular economy and your career with us.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted and Word Ads 
Continue on page 14

For Sale
LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haff-
n e r  T r u c k i n g , 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

Farm Services
BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

OAT & PEAS FOR 
F O R AG E  C OV E R 
CROPS - Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
Q U I E T  O L D E R 
GENTLEMAN (58) 
seeking room with 
kitchen privileges or 
bachelor apartment in 
Elmira. Honest, trust-
worthy, non-drinker 
and fully vaccinated. 
Please reply at 
1 - 5 6 1 - 8 6 0 - 5 4 3 5 
or email robertwat-
son19632@gmail.com 
Will pay cash.

WANTED - SHORT 
B L AC K  H A I R E D 
puppy. Mortorcycle, 
up to 500 cc or more, 
in decent shape, used. 
Someone to trim trees 
and clean up. Call 
519-699-4461.

Trades & 
Services

C. BRUBACHER HAUL-
ING ELMIRA, ON 
(519)  500-2344 
cbrubacherhauling@
gmail.com Email/text/
phone to schedule your 
booking today!

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Peel Street Bridge # 270148

NOTICE OF STUDY COMPLETION
In February 2018 the Township of Woolwich initiated 
a Schedule C Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (EA) to review alternatives for the 
Peel Street Truss Bridge located in Winterbourne. 
The steel truss structure previously had a 3 tonne 
load limit but was closed in 2017 due to signifi cant 
structural deterioration observed during an 
enhanced bridge inspection. The purpose of the 
study was to determine a strategy to address the 
short-term and long-term needs of the structure.

A key component of this study was consultation with 
interested stakeholders, agencies and members 
of the public. A Notice of Study Commencement 
inviting input was published February 16, 2018 
and two Public Consultation Centres were held on 
May 16, 2018 and December 11, 2018 to present 

existing conditions, alternative solutions and their impacts on the social, cultural, natural, technical and 
economic environments. On October 8, 2020 a Notice of Schedule Change was issued, which outlined 
the preliminary recommended alternative. Township of Woolwich Council has selected Alternative 4: 
Rehabilitate Bridge for Pedestrian Use as the recommended alternative. The selected alternative was 
offi cially approved by Council on May 11, 2021.

The Final Project File Report, documenting the study process and rationale for the Preferred Solution, is 
available for public review, starting June 24, 2021, at the Township of Woolwich website: 

https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/engineering-public-notices.aspx 

and at the Township Administration Offi ce from at 24 Church Street West, P.O. Box 158, Elmira, ON N3B 
2Z6. Offi ce Hours are Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

This Notice initiates a 30 calendar day Public Review Period. We encourage members of the public to 
review the Project File and share their comments or concerns by July 24, 2021. Please contact one of the 
following members of the project team if you have any questions or comments:
Ryan Tucker, P.Eng.
Engineering Project Supervisor
Township of Woolwich
24 Church Street West, P.O. Box 158,
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
Tel: 519-669-6048
E-mail: rtucker@woolwich.ca

In addition, a request may be made to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks for 
an order requiring a higher level of study (i.e. requiring an individual/comprehensive EA approval 
before being able to proceed), or that conditions be imposed (e.g. require further studies), only on the 
grounds that the requested order may prevent, mitigate or remedy adverse impacts on constitutionally 
protected Aboriginal and treaty rights. Requests on other grounds will not be considered.  Requests 
should include the requester contact information and full name for the ministry. 

Requests should specify what kind of order is being requested (request for additional conditions or 
a request for an individual/comprehensive environmental assessment), how an order may prevent, 
mitigate or remedy those potential adverse impacts, and any information in support of the statements 
in the request. This will ensure that the ministry is able to effi ciently begin reviewing the request. 

The request should be sent in writing or by email to:  

Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
777 Bay Street, 5th Floor
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3
E-mail: Minister.MECP@ontario.ca

Requests should also be sent to the Township of Woolwich by mail or by e-mail.

This Notice fi rst issued June 24, 2021. 

https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/engineering-public-notices.aspx

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection 
of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal information, please note all comments will become part 
of the public record.

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce – Open for select services 
The Township offi ce is open to walk-in public traffi c, with staff working a mix of in offi ce and from 
home. It is recommended that you use our services offered online or phone to book an appointment 
before visiting the offi ce to ensure we are available to assist you.

There is a drop box located at the side of our building along Maple Street, which offers a contactless 
option for dropping off payments, building permits or documents. The following services can be 
accessed through our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes

• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits

• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets

• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, Trees, 
Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit

For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. 
For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

To stay informed on the township’s response to COVID-19, visit: www.woolwich.ca/COVID19

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
The Township of Woolwich recreation facilities are closed and all rentals and programs within these 
facilities are cancelled pending continued monitoring of provincial regulations.  

Outdoor recreational amenities such as the Bolender Park splashpad, skate park, tennis/pickleball 
courts, basketball courts, off-leash dog parks, playgrounds, outdoor parks, and recreational areas 
are now open. Baseball diamonds and soccer fi elds are open for permitted training only. Please 
note that park amenities are not sanitized, and users should have personal hand sanitizer on hand.

Residents are encouraged to stay active by getting outside and enjoying the outdoors or by visiting 
our website at www.woolwich.ca/stayactive for games, virtual fi tness and other activities to keep 
you engaged this spring.

Woolwich Seniors Association: Older Adults 55+ are encouraged to stay active and 
connected from home.  Free, virtual programs, are offered.  Check the website for updates at
 www.woolwichseniors.ca or email contact@woolwichseniors.ca.

Local Business Resources  
FREE masks: if your business is located within Woolwich and has 50 or fewer employees, order your 
free supply of masks online at https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-Mask-Request.

FREE screening kits: The workplace self screening program offered by 
the Greater Kitchener Waterloo and Cambridge Chambers of Commerce  
is only available to businesses in the Region of Waterloo. Visit 
www.chambercheck.ca to learn more and to schedule your pick-up. 

COVID-19 Small Business Ambassador Program: free education 
and one-on-one guidance to help small and medium sized 
businesses in the Region minimize COVID-19 risks. Sign up at 
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/ambassador 

Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business! For more information 
about government programs and other business supports call Jenna Morris at 519-669-6020 or 
email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. Children 
under fi ve and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. Please be kind to 
those unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
NEW: Self-booking is now available!

First dose: Anyone 12+

Second dose: As of today, anyone who got a mRNA fi rst dose on or before May 30 can book an earlier 
appt. (at least 28 days after your fi rst).  There is high demand - thank you for your patience!

Visit regionofwaterloo.ca/VaccineBook to register!

Jack Turner, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
GM BluePlan Engineering Limited
650 Woodlawn Road West, Block C, Unit 2
Guelph, ON  N1K 1B8
Tel:  519-824-8150 
Email: jack.turner@gmblueplan.ca

Director, Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Floor
Toronto, ON M4V 1P5
Email: EABDirector@ontario.ca
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Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 

solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are located 
in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team members and 
respect for our customers. 

 
We are looking for a full time, permanent

Stair CNC Programmer 
and Operator

In this position you will be responsible to operate one 
of our CNC routers that machines primarily solid wood 
stair parts as well as cabinet doors. The other part of 
your responsibility will be to work in the CAM side of 
StairCon software, to create CNC code and shop Data 
for production. To be successful in this position, you 
will need a strong understanding of CNC machining, as 
well as a strong computer and software knowledge and 
the desire to create systems to improve the StairCon  
CAM software.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Attention to Detail
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• CNC Router Experience
• CAM Software Experience
• No post secondary education required
• Previous wood working experience will be an

asset

Experience
• CNC Programing: 2 years (preferred)
• Woodworking: 2 years (preferred)
• CNC Operator: 2 years (preferred)

after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a manufacturer of 
high quality kitchen cabinetry in Drayton. 

We are looking to add a motivated and 
professional individual to our

Kitchen Cabinet 
Sales & Design

team. The successful applicant will have 
experience in sales, strong people skills, and 

preferably also experience with Cabinet 
Vision software. If you enjoy working in a 
strong team environment and want the 

opportunity to grow along with the company,
then please submit your resumé to: 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 
519-638-5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. 
Thank you for your interest.

• Stair building experience will be an asset

Help Wanted

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

 ↆLOCAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES

 ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

$12.00/per sq. ft. plus C.A.M. fees 
space for lease. 2 units available im-
mediately. 1310 sq. ft. & 1821 sq. ft. 
Front & rear access. Newly renovated. 
Lots of parking. MLS

112 Oriole Pkwy, Birdland Plaza

NEW LISTING

End unit condo.  Ideal for the fi rst time 
buyer or investor. Upper level has two 
bdrms (large master) and 4 pc bath. 
Main fl r has eat-in kitchen w/white 
replacement cabinetry. Living room w/
sliding doors to patio area.  Finished 
rec room & 2 pc washroom. Currently 
rented.  New MLS

29C-30 Flamingo Dr., Elmira

End unit condo.  Ideal for the fi rst time 
buyer or investor. Upper level has two 
bdrms (large master) and 4 pc bath. 
Main fl r has eat-in kitchen w/white 
replacement cabinetry. Living room w/
sliding doors to patio area.  Finished 
replacement cabinetry. Living room w/
sliding doors to patio area.  Finished 

bdrms (large master) and 4 pc bath. 
Main fl r has eat-in kitchen w/white 
replacement cabinetry. Living room w/
sliding doors to patio area.  Finished SOLD

Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd. is accepting 
applications for the position of full time Maintenance 
Mechanic/Millwright.
The focus of this position is preventative maintenance 
and repair of equipment. Qualified applicants will have 
maintenance experience in an industrial setting. A basic 
understanding of electrical is preferred. This position 
works 10 hour days (8 Reg, 2 OT) Monday to Friday. 
The hourly rate is competitive with local millwright firms. 
Responsibility for after-hours on-call coverage is on a 
rotating basis. Must live within 50 km of Wallenstein.
If you are interested in a rewarding work life, please 
submit your resume via email to recruiting@wfs.ca.

We are committed to diversity and inclusion, 
and thank all applicants in advance. 

Accommodations are available during all 
stages of the recruitment process

Full Time– Day Shift
Maintenance Mechanic/Millwright

Help Wanted

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

100% 
Local

Continued 
from page 12

Garage Sales
FUNDRAISER - LARGE 
YARD SALE INCLUD-
ing plants and furni-
ture. Thurs. July 1, 8 
a.m. and Sat. July 3, 
7 a.m. 13 Eldale Rd., 
Elmira. Covid regula-
tions must be followed.

GARAGE SALE - FRI. 
JULY 9TH AT NOON, 
Sat. July 10, 8 a.m. 22 
Eagle Dr. Elmira. Lots of 
household items.

LARGE MULTI FAMILY 
G A R A G E  S A L E . 
Thursday July 8 & 
Friday July 9, 44 
Adelaide St., 5134 
Ament Line, Linwood. 
Rain or shine. Home 
decor, furniture, 
dishes, household 
items, cordless power 
tools, clothes etc.

Garage Sales
M U LT I  FA M I LY 
GARAGE SALES IN 
Linwood. 5134 Ament 
Line and 44 Adelaide 
St. Thursday July 8 
and Friday July 9th, 8 
a.m. - ? Bargains for 
everyone!

YARD SALE JULY 
10TH, RAIN OR SHINE. 
Dremel, router, nails, 
screws, bolts, drills, 
small magnets, hand 
tools and other junk for 
the handyman-farmer. 
62 Riverside at Anne 
Street, Elmira. 8 a.m. - 
1 p.m.

The Observer is Open for Business, 
but our doors remain locked.

T H E  P O W E R  O F  P R I N T .

Read award-winning local news | www.observerxtra.com

The Observer continues to conduct business through limiting contact with the public in order to 
protect our staff and clients during this COVID-19 pandemic.

Thank you for your understanding and contacting us through phone, email and website.

General Contact:
Phone: 519-669-5790
Email: info@woolwichobserver.com
Web: www.observerxtra.com

Advertising Contact:
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com
Web: www.observerxtra.com/ads

Thank you for supporting the local news.

In print. In Depth. Online.
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
ESSENTIAL TRANSPORTATION

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.
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1172 Henry Street,
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0

519-656-2880

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com

A Continuing Tradition Of Trust & Reassurance

Christopher W. Franklin
Funeral Director

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

HAPPY 40th 

Wedding Anniversary 
Sharon and Peter Both

Married July 4, 1981

Love your daughters and  
grandson’s and family

Anniversary

John McGuire 

Dad and Papa
Several times we needed you 
And many times we’ve cried.

If our Love for you could have saved you,
You never would have died. 

In our hearts we will always love you 
and cherish many happy days. 

July 2, 2019

Love always and forever, Your wife Gail ,  
Your children Matt and Daughter-in-law 

Rose, Jason, Paula and Nicholas. 
Papa we miss you, Love Jessica, Luke, 

Sabrina, Sarah and Jayden. xoxoxoxo

In Memoriam

Becker, Darlene (Machan)
Passed away on Sunday, June 27, 2021 
at Chartwell Elmira LTC,  at the age 
of 73. Beloved wife of the late Wayne 
Becker (June 24, 2017). Dear mother of 
Connie and Doug Martin of Carthage 
and Tamara and Ronald Walpole of 
Kitchener. Also lovingly remembered 
by her grandson Drew Becker and 
great-grandson Dane Becker. Loving 
sister and sister-in-law of Martina 
Machan, Lloyd Machan, Joan and 
Robert Barwick, Florence Machan, 
Maxine and William Robinson, 
Carmen and Sandra Machan, Gail and 
John Currie, Dale and Ruth Machan, 
Gordon and Jane Machan, Anne and 
Jack Vincent, James Alton, Patricia 
and Kenneth Mathers, and Lawrence 
Machan. Darlene will be sadly missed 
by many nieces, nephews and their 
families. Predeceased  by her parents 
Lawrence and Violet (Jacklin) Machan 
and her siblings Joe, Douglas, Barry, 
Shirley Wheeler, Dianne Alton; 
brother-in-law George Wheeler, 
and sister-in-law Marion Machan. 
Cremation has taken place. There 
will be no funeral home visitation 
or funeral service. A celebration 
of life will be held at a later date. 
In Darlene’s memory donations to 
Make-A-Wish Foundation would be 
appreciated and can be made through 
the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Clifford Warren Snyder 
May 24, 1947 – June 26, 2021

Cliff Snyder died unexpectedly on 
Saturday, June 26, 2021, from a battle 
with COVID-19, at the age of 74.  He was 
born in Kitchener to Elias and Marjorie 
Snyder, and was the youngest of four 
brothers. He grew up in Kitchener 
playing box lacrosse and hockey; and 
working at his brother Ron’s garage.  
Cliff met and fell in love with Margaret 
“Peggy” Snyder in high school. They 
were married on October 28, 1967 in 
Waterloo. They had two sons, Jeff and 
Bryan, six grandchildren, and enjoyed 
a wonderful life of 48 years together 
until Peggy passed away in June, 2016.  
Cliff was always actively involved in 
his kids’ activities.  He coached and 
served on the executive in Woolwich 
Minor Hockey and Kitchener Waterloo 
Minor Lacrosse and later helped coach 
his granddaughters in lacrosse.  The 
family spent a lot of time at their 
family cottage on Conestogo Lake 
where they shared many laughs with 
lots of friends and family.  Cliff became 
a millwright after high school and 
eventually in 1988, along with partners 
Peter Fitton and Ken Leitch, started 
an industrial services contractor 
now known as Process Group Inc. 
Both of his sons and several of his 
grandchildren have worked at Process 
Group.  Cliff was a proud family man 
who was fortunate to spend a lot of time 
with his loved ones.  He is survived by 
sons Jeff Snyder of Guelph, his wife 
Dawn and their children Ben, Eric, 
Sam and Katie; and Bryan Snyder of 
Waterloo, with daughters Madison 
and Samantha, and wife Jessica. He 
will be missed by brothers Claude 
Snyder of Waterloo and his wife 
Barb, Ron Snyder of Waterloo, and 
Russ Snyder of Burlington; and his 
four-legged sidekick, Kylie. Due to 
current restrictions, a small family 
memorial ceremony will be held at 
11 a.m. on Monday, July 5th, 2021 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
Elmira, with interment to follow in 
Breslau. The family invites you to 
view the livestream of the service 
available on Cliff’s tribute page on the 
funeral home website. A celebration 
of life will be scheduled at a later 
date once restrictions allow.   In 
lieu of flowers, donations to Heart 
and Stroke Foundation or St. Mary’s 
General Hospital Foundation would 
be appreciated as expressions of 
sympathy, and may be made through 
the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

CYNTHIA DIANE “CINDY” CULP OF ELMIRA AND 
FORMERLY OF DRAYTON PASSED PEACEFULLY 
surrounded by family on Sunday June 27, 2021 at 
the age of 54.

CLARE J. WAGLER  PASSED AWAY PEACEFULLY 
AT INNISFREE HOSPICE WITH HIS FAMILY AT HIS 
side at the age of 74 on Monday, June 28, 2021.

Death Notices

ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

Grow local business | observerxtra.com/ads

Reach the right person  at the 

right time to make a purchase

T H E  P O W E R  O F  P R I N T .

The Observer is the most-widely read newspaper in our communities 
for twenty-five years. Through that time this newspaper has earned the 
trust and partnered with local businesses to deliver their advertising 
messages. Connecting with active loyal readers through professional 
journalism sets us apart from every other local advertising medium.  
Find out how The Observer can help you get the word out.
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here United Way Waterloo Region Communi-
ties (UWWRC) raised $88,000 for its Chil-
dren and Youth Summer Survival Fund. 
Proceeds will be distributed to six agen-
cies and programs such as summer camps, 
recreational opportunities, mental health 
programs, and leadership development 
programs for children and youth.

The Ontario Plowmen’s Association this 
week cancelled the International Plowing 
Match and Rural Expo (IPM). Having been 
postponed until October 2021, plans were 
well underway to hold the IPM at the Lindsay 
Exhibition Grounds and neighbouring farms, 
but the province has yet to lift restrictions, 
creating too much uncertainty.

United Way fundraiser IPM cancelled for 2021

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Happy Canada Day! 
We are so thankful for the beautiful country 

we live in and the privilege it is to be a citizen. 
We will be closed Thursday, July 1st. 

Wishing everyone a safe and fun holiday. 
As always, our 24/7 roadside assistance is always 

available to you in case of any emergencies! 
519-669-1082

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I'm 
a 49-year-old woman, 
and I've played tennis for 
many years without any 
injuries. But a few weeks 
ago, I developed pain in 
my shoulder during a 
match and was diagnosed 
with a rotator cuff tear. 
My doctor recommended 
rest and ice. That doesn't 
seem to be helping much, 
and the pain is keeping me 
awake at night. What oth-
er treatment is available? 
Is surgery an option?

ANSWER: Your situation 
is common. Rotator cuff 
tears happen frequently as 
people get older, partic-
ularly in individuals who 
engage in activities that 
require repetitive arm 
motions. Conservative 
therapies, such as rest, 
ice and over-the-counter 
medications, usually are 
the first step in treat-
ment for shoulder pain. 
When that's not enough, 
physical therapy and 
steroid injections can be 

useful. Surgery typically is 
reserved for full thickness 
rotator cuff tears or partial 
rotator tears that don't 
respond to other treat-
ments.

Your rotator cuff is the 
group of muscles and 
tendons that surround 
the shoulder joint. The 
rotator cuff keeps the 

head of your upper arm 
bone properly positioned 
within the socket of your 
shoulder. Because it's a 
shallow ball-and-socket 
joint, your shoulder has 
a much wider range of 
motion than many other 
joints. But along with that 
range of motion comes 
more susceptibility to 
injuries.

Rotator cuff tears are 
among the most common 
shoulder injuries. They 
happen when a rotator → MAYO CLINIC 19

Treatment varies for rotator cuff tears
cuff tendon is sepa-
rated, either partially 
or completely, from the 
bone. As you age, the 
risk of rotator cuff tears 
increases. That's because 
rotator cuff tendons have a 
tendency to fray over time, 
making them even more 
vulnerable to damage. In 
people who regularly use 
repetitive arm motions -- 
such as painters, carpen-
ters and baseball and 
tennis players -- the risk is 
even higher.

When a rotator cuff tear 
is minor, taking a break 
from activities; applying 
ice regularly; and taking a 
nonprescription anti-in-
flammatory medication, 
such as ibuprofen or 
naproxen sodium, may be 
all you need to relive the 
discomfort.

In many cases, phys-
ical therapy also may 
help. A physical therapist 
can teach you exercises 
targeted to the location of 

▢ The Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

Alex Filipe
Observer Staff

AS STUDENTS AND 
FACULTY ACROSS the 
province prepare to put 
another year behind them, 
they reflect on the unique 
challenges brought on by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Teachers, administra-
tors – and, of course, the 
students – have had to 
grapple with Zoom calls, 
classroom outbreaks, and 
the sudden back and forth 
changes to their learning 
environments.

But for Elmira District 
Secondary School’s class 
of 2021 valedictorian Ben 
Fretz, the pandemic has 
brought out a silver lining.

“It’s been really inter-
esting – unexpected. 
Throughout everything 
it’s been cool to see how 
people have reacted and 
changed during this 
time,” said Fretz. “It’s 
been difficult, but also 
has had its gifts. I think 
we’re all going to come 
out of [the pandemic] a 
lot more mature. Maybe 
we’ve matured faster than 
we would like to have 

throughout this and maybe 
faster than what’s healthy 
for some of us. But I think 
that we’re all going to come 
out stronger.”

This year marks the 
second class to have now 
graduated under the dark 
cloud of the pandemic, 
with schools now having a 
bit of experience with the 
situation.

“We’re going on two 
years of uniqueness now,” 
said EDSS principal Brad 
Marsh,. “A lot of change, 
of course, for students and 
staff, as we await the next 
stages from public health 
and from the ministry [of 
education].”

Marsh continued, “It was 
much easier, I believe, this 
year for staff because we 
had a little bit of a dry run 
last year when we went to 
the online environment. So 
I think that it was an easier 
move for [staff] to support 
students this year.”

But even with the 
experience of teaching in a 
remote environment, there 
is no substitute for the 
social interactions fostered 
by the in-person class-
room. Fretz explained that 

It was an odd one, but it’s over

→ SCHOOL YEAR 19
There are plenty of unknowns ahead of the resumption of classes in September, but students do 
know that school is out and summer is here. The rest will have to wait. Justine Fraser

Unusual school year comes to a close, with students and teachers making adjustments right ’til the end

one of the hardest chal-
lenges for him has been 
the lack of connection with 
others.

“We can always deal with 
Zoom meetings and more 
difficult school circum-
stances. But just missing 
out on seeing people, 
missing out on connection 
has been the most difficult 
thing for me,” said Fretz. “I 
think for the majority of us, 
it’s just been hard, hard to 
not see people that we care 
about and that we see on a 
regular basis.”

Students have had to 
adapt, not only in how 
they learn, but how they 
connect with one another. 
Faculty have noted the 
resilience of their students 
and their ability to rise to 
the challenges.

“Very resilient – that’s 
the great thing about teen-
agers, they definitely seem 
to be very flexible,” said 
Marsh. “As we go through 
this process, families and 
students have been very 
supportive of what we’ve 
done.”

It’s not just the high 
school students that have 
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ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Summer fun starts in 
the kitchen making 

creamy paletas

A summer treat that's 
fun for kids and 

adults alike, paletas are 
easy to make and simply 
delicious. And while 
fresh fruit tastes best, 
you can use 1 pound of 
frozen strawberries, 

thawed and drained on 
paper towels, in this 
recipe.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Strawberry Cream Paletas
▢ 3 1⁄2 cups strawber-
ries, hulled

▢ 1⁄2 cup heavy cream

▢ 1⁄4 cup honey

▢ 1 teaspoon lemon 
juice, squeezed from 1⁄2 
lemon

▢ 1⁄8 teaspoon salt

1. 1. Place half of the 
strawberries, 1⁄2 cup 
heavy cream, 1⁄4 cup 
honey, 1 teaspoon 
lemon juice and 1⁄8 
teaspoon salt in a food 
processor. Process 
mixture for 20 seconds.

2. Stop the food 
processor, remove 
the lid and scrape 
down sides of bowl 
with a rubber spat-
ula. Lock the lid 
back into place and 
process until smooth, 
about 10 seconds.

3. Add the remaining 
strawberries to the 
food processor. Pulse 
until strawberries are 
coarsely chopped, 

about 5 pulses.

4. Pour strawberry 
mixture into a large 
liquid measuring cup 
using a rubber spatula 
to help scrape out the 
mixture. Divide the 
strawberry mixture 
evenly among the 
ice pop molds.

5. Insert 1 stick in the 
center of each mold 
and seal with the 
cover. Freeze until 
firm, at least 6 hours 
or up to five days.

6. Hold the mold under 
warm running water 
for 30 seconds to 
thaw slightly. Slide 
the paleta out of the 
mold and serve.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

ↆ S U D O K U

WEDNESDAY, JULY 7
▢ The Mental Health Benefits of Gardening. 
Research has shown that gardening is good for our 
minds & bodies. Learn virtually using Zoom at 6:30 
p.m. how gardening can help take care of ourselves, 
deal with stress & connect with others. For your 
Zoom invitation email gberihun@wchc.on.ca or regis-
ter online www.wchc.on.ca

FRIDAY, JULY 9
▢ Chicken Parmesan Dinner at the Elmira Legion. 
$15/person, take out only. Includes spaghetti, salad, 
roll and desert. Pick up times between 5 p.m. & 6:30 
p.m. Call Donna 519-669-5894 by July 7 to order.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND:

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Woolwich 
Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the antic-
ipated unprecedented needs that many 
Woolwich residents will experience due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  However, the WRSF will 
continue to address ongoing needs experi-
enced by Woolwich residents long after the 
pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, we 
realize that no two cases are the same. Unique 
situations may require further support that 
otherwise would not be accessible for the ongo-
ing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will access 
other community services and funds that 
may be able to support and/or provide for the 
individual.

While eligibility practices and an application 
process are in place, it should be noted that 
in unique, complex, crisis and acute circum-
stances funds may be provided at the discre-
tion of the Fund Review Committee, assuming 
the core criteria of the fund are met.

“What a great example of the barn-raising 
spirit that has always existed in Woolwich,” 
said Mayor Shantz about the Fund during her 
video announcement on what would have been 
the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival day. 

Additional information:
Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
1.    Community Care Concepts of 

             Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.   Woolwich Community Services
3.   Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre
Fund Administrator:

Woolwich Community Services
Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, 

Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts
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ACROSS
1.  Atomic bomb
5. Glower
10. Boito's Mefistofele, e.g.
15. Red shade
16. More inclined to quake
17. Theater award
18. Duplicate
20. Clear
21. Ones
22. Sand and water
24. Affirmative vote
25. Andy Warhol
27. Book keeper
29. Genuine
31. Casual attire
32. Bring into play
35. Bay window
37. African antelope
39. ___ probandi
41. E's lost one
42. Diner
44. Canada's closest 

neighbour, abbr.
45. Agra attire
46. Inexperienced
48. Alpine sight

50. Joke
51. Removes weeds
52. Swiftly
54. "Fiddler on the 

Roof" setting
55. Awaiting execution
56. Final notice
58. Bridges of Los 

Angeles County
59. Neon, e.g.
61. Attention
62. At liberty
63. Blue hue

DOWN
1. ___ de Triomphe
2. Onion, for one
3. ___ d'amore
4. Acridotheres tristis
5. Go after, in a way
6. Wine order
7. "Comme ci, comme ça"
8. Smarter
9. Linda ___, Supergirl's 

alias
11. At the peak of
12. Beethoven's 

"Moonlight ___"

13. Dorm annoyance
14. Associated with 

Thanksgiving in 
New England

19. Audio effect
21. Back biter
23. "My ___!"
25. Check casher
26. Couples
28. Linaria cannabina
30. Aggregate
33. Fly in the ointment
34. Largest continental 

area on Earth
36. Bawdy
38. Body fluid
40. Without inspection
43. Lying, maybe
44. Unusual
47. Unagi, at a sushi bar
49. Blade
51. The royal I
52. Occupy a point in space
53. Burgle
57. Poverty
60. Kind of rug
61. Ozone's arch nemesis

ↆ X - W O R D
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 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Parables of Jesus:
The Wheat & the Weeds

www.elmiramennonite.ca
Jonathan Brubacher Preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R YWELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

SALE OF LAND BY PUBLIC TENDER 

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY

Take Notice that tenders are invited for the purchase of the land 
described below and will be received until 3:00 p.m. local time 
on July 22, 2021, at the Municipal Office, 4639 Lobsinger Line,  
St. Clements Ontario.

Submitted tenders will be opened via Zoom. Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89379997210?pwd=ZW8xb1o3Tlo3M
m1PWkVkVHAwNHBiQT09
Meeting ID: 89379997210 Passcode: 150694 Or join by phone: 
Dial by your location +1 587 328 1099, +1 647 374 4685,  
+1 647 558 0588, +1 778 907 2071, +1 438 809 7799,  +1 204 272 7920

Description of Lands: 
Roll No. 30 24 020 001 05601 0000; Weimar Line, Wellesley; PIN 
22173-0093 (LT); File No.19-03;
Minimum Tender Amount: $27,262.73

Except as follows, the municipality makes no representation 
regarding the title to or any other matters relating to the land to 
be sold.  Responsibility for ascertaining these matters rests with 
the potential purchasers. This sale is governed by the Municipal 
Act, 2001 and the Municipal Tax Sales Rules made under that Act.  
A full copy of the tax sale advertisement and further information 
about this matter is available on line at www.OntarioTaxSales.ca or  
www.wellesley.ca or you may contact Fiona Gilbert, Deputy 
Treasurer/Tax Collector, The Corporation of the Township of Wellesley, 
4639 Lobsinger Line, R.R. #1, St. Clements ON   N0B 2M0, Phone:  
519-699-3943 Fax: 519-699-4540.

your rotator cuff tear that 
can help restore strength 
and flexibility to your 
shoulder.

If pain persists despite 
those steps, a steroid 
injection into the shoulder 
joint likely will be the next 
treatment option. These 
injections can ease pain 
and inflammation, and 
often effectively relieve 
discomfort caused by joint 
injuries. Because repeated 
steroid injections may 
lead to deterioration of 
the joint, however, there's 
usually a limit on how 
often and how many of 
the shots you can get. In 
general, you shouldn't get 

them more than one or 
two a year.

If none of the other 
approaches work to relieve 
symptoms of a rotator 
cuff tear, or if the tendon 
is completely separated 
from the bone, then 
surgery may be needed. 
The goal of surgery is 
to repair the damage by 
reattaching the tendon to 
the bone or, if the tendons 
cannot be repaired, 
proceeding with a shoul-
der replacement.

In many cases, rota-
tor cuff surgery can 
be performed using 
a minimally invasive 
approach that requires 
only small incisions. It 

often can be performed 
on an outpatient basis, so 
no hospital stay is neces-
sary. The success rate for 
this surgery is quite high, 
with about 90 percent of 
patients receiving signif-
icant pain relief after 
surgery.

Complete recovery 
after the surgery can take 
a significant amount of 
time, however, and it 
usually requires addi-
tional physical therapy 
to maximize the use of 
the shoulder. A complete 
return to vigorous phys-
ical activities may take 
six months to a year after 
surgical repair of a torn 
rotator cuff.

MAYO CLINIC: Surgery is usually the last resort, though 
treatments aren't always completely effective

→FROM 17

shouldered the brunt of 
the lockdown, as elemen-
tary schools have had 
to deal with the same 
closures and impacted 
learning environments. St. 
Boniface School principal 
Marylin Dawson has been 
thoroughly impressed by 
what she’s seen from staff 
and students.

“I know it’s been said 
a million times over, but 
this year is truly unlike 
any other we’ve expe-
rienced,” said Dawson. 
“Our students have really 
demonstrated some 
resilience and grit this 
year. The way that they 
were able to move seam-
lessly between remote and 
in person learning, still 

challenging themselves, 
still up for the adventure of 
learning has just been truly 
remarkable.

“I think we have the best 
staff in the whole board 
here. Not once did they 
flinch, they just moved 
into action, knowing that 
the success of our students 
is always our top prior-
ity. And everyone lent a 
hand to really make that 
happen.”

There have been many 
lessons learned by both 
staff and students over the 
course of the pandemic. 
As restrictions ease in the 
future, education provid-
ers foresee a different land-
scape, one that has been 
changed by the experience 
of going digital.

SCHOOL YEAR: Students and teacher adapted this year, 
but are looking forward to a return to their classrooms

“We have definitely 
seen the extension and 
expansion of the virtual 
environment for students 
– and I think that that will 
continue,” said Marsh. 
“I think that we’ve seen 
an expansion of how we 
assess learning and I think 
that will continue when 
we come back into the 
building.

“I do believe that you 
will see students and staff 
continue to lean on the 
digital aspect, and that will 
become more of what the 
regular classroom looks 
like,” Marsh continued. 
“We want to be able to 
meet the needs of more of 
our students – opening up 
other doors is what we’re 
looking for.”

→FROM 17
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LAPTOPS • IPADS • MACBOOKS

OPEN FOR CURBSIDE AT OUR NEW LOCATION

July Specials
Chrome
Books

APPLE 
MacBook Air

$49999

Intel i5 (4300u) 1.9ghz, 
8gig Ram, 500gig HDD, 
14" screen, Windows OS

Lenovo
T440

$399
Lenovo
T550

$599

FROM

Blowout

iPad 5
32GB 9.7” Screen

$29999

UNLOCKED
iPhone - 6’s $16900

FROM

OPEN FOR CURBSIDE AT OUR NEW LOCATION

i5-5300, 2.3ghz, 
8gig Ram, 256gig SSD, 

15.6" Touch Screen, 
Number Pad, Windows OS

iPad 6
128GB

$399

Lenovo

$$599599599
i5-5300, 2.3ghz, 

8gig Ram, 256gig SSD, 
15.6" Touch Screen, 

Number Pad, Windows O

ONLY

FROM

Special!

FROM ONLY

WOW!
ChromeChrome
Books

$99!

MacBook Air
9999

Second
Location

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HPProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE
MacBookPro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519-36 Oriole Pkwy E.
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

We Repair All Makes & Models

NEW LOCATION! www.realitybytescomputers.com

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN
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THICKTHICK
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LAMINATE
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LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
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FROM

VINYL
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$$229999
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NATURALNATURAL
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REG 4.99
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TILE
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IN STOCK!
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BASEBOARDS

throw your skates on and 
slide around, it brings 
back a lot of those memo-
ries.”

While selecting the 
artist behind the mural 
was done in a more 
traditional way, the nine 
pieces chosen as prints 
were done through a mass 
call for submissions. That 
means the news that their 
submission was accepted 
came as a surprise to the 
hopeful artists.

“I was excited – it was a 
good feeling,” explained 
Brown. “My wife grew up 
in Elmira, and we lived 
there for 15 years and 

raised our kids there. So 
it was nice. It was a good 
feeling.”

There is also a variety 
of styles on display, from 
Scott’s bright and punchy 
mural to Brown’s painterly 
brushstrokes – the diverse 
styles also convey a sense 
of Elmira.

“It depends on the proj-
ect because I don’t have a 
set style,” said Scott. “I do 
like to use a lot of bright 
colors, and a fairly simpli-
fied palette. I like really 
clean old color blocking. 
And anything that looks 
maybe a little bit retro, I 
tend to gravitate towards. 
This piece, for example, is 

kind of 70s.”
“My normal paintings 

are airbrushed, and I do 
photo-realism,” explained 
Brown. “But when I do 
commissioned paintings, 
people ask me to make it 
painterly. And that’s what 
this is. It’s painterly, you 
can see the brushstrokes.”

“Some are fun and 
bright, some old fash-
ioned… there’s a nice mix. 
They all showcase Elmira 
in some way,” said Morris.

With Scott putting the 
finishing touches on her 
mural, and the nine other 
pieces already installed, 
this summer is looking to 
be a feast for the eyes.

MURALS: Putting a variety of styles on display downtown
→ FROM 9

Stephanie Scott works on a mural on the side of the Sip N’Bite as part of the Elmira Art Exhibition 
organized by the BIA.  Alex Filipe


