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A CONTROVERSIAL 
PLAN TO CELEBRATE 
Canada’s past prime minis-
ters with a series of statues 
arranged along a walking 
path has been shelved 
following a WilmotTown-
ship council vote this week.

The existing statues on 
display at Castle Kilbride – 
John A. Macdonald, Robert 
Borden, William Lyon 
Mackenzie King, Lester B. 
Pearson and Kim Camp-
bell – have been put into 
storage as of Wednesday.

The decision follows 
recommendations from a 
community consultation 
process led by an Indige-
nous advisory group, First 
Peoples Group.

“Based on what we have 
heard, First Peoples Group 
advises the Township of 
Wilmot council to consider 
immediately removing 
existing statues related 
to the Prime Ministers 
Path and to discontinue 
any future expansion or 
investment in the Prime 
Ministers Path as it exists 
today,” the group said in its 
advice to council.

Wilmot scraps plan 
for path line with 
statues of past PMs
Idea dropped, sculptures put into storage 
following committee recommendation

The PM path has been 
a divisive issue in Wilmot 
Township since its incep-
tion in 2016, with some in 
the community advocat-
ing for the removal of the 
statues saying that their 
presence turns a blind eye 
to the trauma done to the 
Indigenous community 
by past Canadian govern-
ments. Others have voiced 
opposition to the removal, 
stating that the statues can 
serve as an educational 
tool to better understand 
Canada and its history.

During his delegation 
to council Monday night, 
Wilmot resident Dave 
Atkinson noted that in the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Cana-
da’s Calls to Action they 
advocate the integration of 
“Indigenous history, heri-
tage values, and memory 
practices into Canada’s 
national heritage and 
history.

“I would like to conclude 
with the words of Murray 
Sinclair, who served as 
chairman of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commis-
sion from 2009 to 2015, 
‘The problem I have with 
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The Kleinknecht family enjoy ice cream outside of Sweet Sccops in Elmira as temperatures soared earlier this week. Alex Filipe

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

THE WEATHER HAS 
BEEN A mixed bag of late, 
with some hot, hazy and 
humid days, though noth-
ing like what was going on 
out west.

Still, warm days will 
abound in southern 
Ontario, suggests Environ-
ment Canada senior clima-
tologist David Phillips.

“We see this often 
during the summer in 
May, June, July, August 

and even into Septem-
ber – it quite makes sense 
that people would think, 
‘Well, this warm air must 
be from that heat dome 
that occurred over British 
Columbia and Alberta,’ 
but no, it’s different. It’s 
warm and it’s hot, but 
that (the heat dome) is 
more the kind of desert 
air, and we’re jungle air,” 
he explained this week.  
“Today is 31 degrees. The 
normal high would be 
about 26, so that’s about 
five degrees warmer than 

normal.
“Fortunately, we did 

get lots of rain at the end 
of June. This is actually 
perfect for farmers and 
for gardeners – we’ve had 
the moisture, and now 
we’ve got the heat. Boy, 
you couldn’t ask for more 
to get that corn growing 
in the field, and backyard 
gardens growing. The 
strawberries were a little 
stunted because we were 
short of rain when we 
needed it, but certainly 
raspberries, the fruit 

and vegetable crops, and 
particularly the wheat, 
the grains, the soybeans 
would really benefit by 
this heat and humidity 
because we had some very 
beneficial rains at the end 
of June. And now when 
the heat is on, well, the 
ground is well-watered 
– there’s not the drought 
that we were facing 
coming into June from 
a very dry May and dry 
April,” noted Phillips.

He predicts that it won’t 

This summer’s about the heat
Latest wave not associated with heat dome out west, but more expected
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SUMMER HEAT: Nothing like what was happening out 
west, temperatures here are still trending upwards 
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WILMOT: Township scraps plans for PM Path in Baden

the overall approach to 
tearing down statues 
and buildings is that it is 
counterproductive to… 
reconciliation because it 
almost smacks of revenge 
or smacks of acts of anger, 
but in reality, what we are 
trying to do is… create 
more balance in the 
relationship.’” concluded 
Atkinson. 

In contrast to Atkinson’s 
position, resident Nigel 
Gordijk explained in his 
delegation to council how 
impactful these life-like 
statues are to those who 
view them.

“We’ve heard from 
Indigenous people who 
have said that seeing these 
statues, particularly the 
one of Sir John A. Macdon-
ald, causes them distress 
because the statues 
celebrate leaders who’ve 
harmed their communi-
ties,” said Gordijk.

Resident Olivia Miller 
also voiced her concern 
about the statues and their 
propensity to prolong the 
hurt and injustices of past 
actions done by those 
prime ministers depicted.

“This project must be 
abandoned to end our 
prolonged role in harming 
the Indigenous communi-

ties within our stolen land. 
I’m not saying that we 
can’t revisit and signifi-
cantly adjust this idea in 
the future, I’m just saying 
that we can’t move past the 
hurt until we stop causing 
it,” said Miller.

The events taking place 
in Wilmot Township are 
a microcosm of the social 
mindfulness taking place 
in the rest of the country 
and even the world. As 
marginalized communi-
ties gain stronger voices 
and the knowledge of the 
injustices done to them 
becomes more wide-
spread, so do the calls 

for inclusivity and social 
equity, the township 
heard. It’s a message that’s 
been amplified with recent 
discoveries of bodies 
buried at former residen-
tial schools in BC and 
Saskatchewan.

“It is very disheartening 
to see that divide amongst 
the people, the people 
that I love so much,” said 
Wilmot Township Mayor 
Les Armstrong during the 
meeting. “I too hope that 
we can get to a point where 
everybody is considered 
the same... It doesn’t 
matter what we look like, 
we’re all human beings.”

The likeness of former PM Robert Borden is one of the statues 
now in storage. Alex Filipe

Alex Filipe 
Observer Staff

AS THE REGION 
CONTINUES TO lead 
the province in new daily 
COVID-19 cases, health 
officials advise residents 
to stay the course in stay-
ing home.

At midweek, Waterloo 
region had 318 active 
cases, down 39 in the past 
24 hours, with outbreaks 
in 21 locations. 

Medical officer of health 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang main-
tains that residents must 
“stay the course” as the 
region is held back in stage 
1 of the province’s reopen-
ing plan.

“The next couple weeks 
are critical, thank you 
to our community for 
stepping up together to get 
through this,” said Wang 
at the weekly pandemic 
briefing. “This is a strate-
gic decision, to provide us 
the best chance to reopen 
and stay open.”

With the Delta variant 
on the rise, health officials 
are concerned about its 
ability to spread. To date, 
Delta has shown itself to 
be the leading variant in 
community spread, it’s 
efficiency in multiplying 
far exceeds any other vari-
ant health officials have 

Region stuck in stage 1 of reopening as pandemic numbers lead province
encountered.

“The Delta variant is 
the greatest adversary 
our community has faced 
during this pandemic. It 
is the most transmissible 
and aggressive variant 
that we have experienced,” 
said Wang. “Without 
public health measures 
and vaccination to control 
spread, on average Delta 
goes from one person to 
six, to 36, to 216, to 1,296 
very quickly. This is how 
aggressive Delta is.”

Frontline healthcare 
workers are also feeling 
the brunt of this increase 
in hospitalizations and 
case counts. Ron Gagnon, 
CEO of Grand River Hospi-
tal, has noted his staff 
are feeling the toll of the 
protracted pandemic.

“Frontline staff are 
tired. We are seeing more 
people now taking leaves 
of absence,” said Gagnon, 
noting he supports the 
delayed reopening of the 
region. “The strategic delay 
in moving our region to 
the next level is something 
that we would embrace and 
support wholeheartedly, 
because of the ultimate aim 
of reopening and staying 
open.”

There is light at the end 
of the tunnel for resi-
dents, however, say health 

officials, who note that, 
depending on vaccination 
rates, there is still a chance 
to enjoy a stage 2 summer. 
Over the weekend more 
than a thousand people 
received either their first 
or second dose at a drive-
through vaccination clinic 
held at Bingemans in 
Kitchener.

“The Region of Water-
loo is finding new and 
creative ways to get as 
many people vaccinated as 
quickly as possible in our 
community. More than a 
thousand people received 
their vaccine today with-
out even having to leave 
their vehicle,” said Vickie 
Murray, operations lead 
of the region’s COVID-19 
vaccine distribution task 
force. “The rollout is accel-
erating and becoming 
even easier for people to 
get their vaccine. With the 
help of valued community 
partners like Bingemans, 
we’ll continue to get even 
more vaccines into arms.”

Some 80 per cent of 
Waterloo Region adults 
have received at least one 
dose, and 40 per cent of 
adults have received two 
doses. Wang’s advice has 
been clear: vaccination 
is the best way to defend 
against the virus and its 
variants.

“As we continue to make 
it easier for residents to 
get vaccinated, we are 
building a stronger wall 
of defence against the 
Delta variant,” said Wang. 
“Delta continues to mostly 
impact those who are 
unvaccinated. Get your 
vaccine and encourage 
others to do the same.”

It’s a different picture 
in neighbouring Welling-
ton-Dufferin-Guelph, 
where  there were just 55 
active case at midweek, 
down from 65 a week 

earlier.
That catchment area’s 

cumulative total was 8,194, 
of which 8,014 (97.8 per 
cent) have been resolved. 
There have been a total 
of 125 fatalities since 
the pandemic began, 
unchanged from last 
week’s report.

The province continues 
to see growth in the total 
number of cases, though at 
a much slower pace, with 
the tally now at 546,212, up 
some 1,500 in the past week.

There have been 9,224 

deaths attributed to the 
virus – up 70 in the past 
week – representing a 
mortality rate of 1.7 per 
cent. The ministry reports 
535,110 cases (98 per cent) 
have been resolved.

The latest numbers from 
Health Canada show 5,500 
active cases nationwide, 
down almost 2,000 from a 
week earlier. The cumu-
lative total of confirmed 
cases now stands at 
1,418,080, with 26,381 
related deaths , a mortality 
rate of 1.8 per cent.

be as warm as it was last 
summer in the region,  
and we won’t get close to 
40-degree weather. Typi-
cally our region gets eight 
days in a summer where 
temperatures will climb 
above 30 degrees;  last 
summer we had 23 such 
days.  So far, we’ve had 
eight of those days, and 
July and August shouldn’t 
change that. 

The last time south-
ern Ontario reported 
40-degree weather was 
1937, which makes it 
unlikely that we would see 
it again, said Phillips. The 
region can expect 24 and 
25 degree weather for the 

next couple of weeks. 
“We are the thunder-

storm capital of the world 
in southern Ontario. You 
get humid air and you 
don’t get weather with 
just hot air – it’s hot air 
and humid air. That’s the 
mixture that you can get 
thunder boomers and, 
especially with a lake 
breeze moving in, you get 
all the dynamics there to 
create kind of afternoon 
thunderstorms. Some-
times it can be violent 
and cause tornadoes – we 
do get about a dozen 
tornadoes every year and 
microbursts, strong winds 
and heavy flooding rains 
they usually are over very 

quickly, but they do cause 
issues and people get 
injured by them.”

Unlike last year, we 
won’t see as much flooding 
or high water levels this 
summer. 

“The other thing too is 
the Great Lakes are lower 
than they were last year. 
So, that means there’s not 
the flooding and erosion 
that we would normally 
get and so maybe the 
beaches are a little wider 
than they were last year. 
People who go by the 
lakes, they’ll notice that is 
down a bit but that’s good 
because they’ve been so 
elevated in the last couple 
of years.”
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three More than 40 per cent of adults in Water-
loo Region have now been vaccinated, with 
public health officials noting some 80 per 
cent of adults have had at least one dose of 
vaccine. Almost 600,000 doses have been 
administered by the region, with thousands 
more added daily at pharmacies and family 
practices.

A month after a dramatic fire shut down 
its Elmira plant June 11, Crompton Co. 
is just now getting most of its produc-
tion back online. The chemical company 
this week began making Vitavax and 
Synton, the petroleum additives that 
make up the bulk of the facility’s output.
From the July 10, 2004 edition of The Observer

Vaccine milestones From the archives

building centre

JL’s Duke St

5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 | Shop homehardware.ca  and choose JL’s as your home Store.

Planter 
Wall Blocks 

9” x 8” x 6”
2726-810

GREAT PRICE

$6  79
Each

Wall Blocks 
Stack and secure with 2x6 boards [not included] 
to create a planter box or raised garden bed

Woolwich steps up efforts in battle against termites
Alex Filipe
Observer Staff

HAVING RE-DECLARED 
WAR ON TERMITES in 
the township with the 
launch of a new program 
last year, Woolwich’s latest 
battlefront is yard waste – 
it’s encouraging residents 
in areas with termites to 
clear away the kind of 

Sue Campbell with some of the orange ribbons in place at Trinity United Church in Elmira. Justine Fraser

debris that can attract the 
insects.

To that end, the town-
ship last month dropped 
off bins for residents to fill, 
said chief building official 
Dave Heuchert.

“Five bins were in 
Elmira, one bin was in 
Winterbourne, and they 
were there for the public 
to dispose of yard waste or 

termite-infested wood,” he 
said. “It was a great week-
end in the sense that there 
was lots of participation.”

It’s easier to kill off 
termites outside before 
they infest homes, and 
also better for the home-
owners, he said. When 
they do get inside, the 
township’s program sets 
about tackling them.

Once discovered, exter-
minators use sprays inside 
termite-made pathways 
called tubes as well as 
placing traps outside to 
further cull the popula-
tion.

“Any active termite 
tubes found inside the 
house get a borate spray 
on the tube, that acts as 
a bait and will kill those 

active termites,” explained 
Heuchert. “The traps 
outside of the home are 
intended to deplete the 
population gradually 
over time. Stump habitat 
cleanup removes termite 
nesting sites as well the 
red zone properties get 
nematode treatments 
that provide a further 
biological base population → TERMITES 4

suppression.”
Currently, there are 125 

properties sitting in either 
a red or blue zone. Red 
zones are properties that 
have active termites on it, 
or are close to a property 
with an active infestation. 
Blue zones are a peripheral 
boundary area which are 
closely monitored. Most of 

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

LOOKING TO PAY ITS 
RESPECTS to those 
whose bodies were 
discovered buried around 
former residential 
schools, an Elmira church 
is encouraging residents 
to join an orange-ribbon 
campaign.

Trinity United Church 
has made available strips 
of cloth so that the public 
can tie a ribbon around 
the railing and offer a 
prayer. It’s also encour-
aging people to make 
donations to Indigenous 
groups that are working 
to save the evidence or 
are working at healing.

The initiative follows 
recent revelations of 
bodies discovered in B.C. 
and Saskatchewan, the 
most recent discovery 
where some 751 people 
are believed to be buried 
in unmarked graves at the 
Marieval Indian Residen-
tial School, which oper-
ated from 1899 to 1997 in 
the area that is home to 
Cowessess First Nation.

“Like so many other 
Canadians, we were 
shocked to hear the news 
about the tragedy, discov-
ering all these unmarked 

graves – even if someone 
had read the whole truth 
and reconciliation report, 
it’s still was very sobering 
to hear the news,” said 
Rev. Sue Campbell of 
Trinity United Church.

“We wanted to respond 
in some tangible way, and 
certainly United Church 

of Canada has made an 
apology in 1986 – that was 
the first apology – and 
another apology to survi-
vors of residential schools 
and their families.”

In light of the recent 
residential school find-
ings, the church wanted 
to have a tangible public 

witness to raise aware-
ness in the community 
and to, in a very small 
way, try to honour those 
children and their fami-
lies, said Campbell.

“This is just a small, 
little memorial. We invite 
people to take a piece of 
cloth, to offer a prayer 

Elmira church takes up orange ribbons
Trinity United Church in Elmira honours residential school victims with campaign open to all

and people who aren’t 
sure what to say, we’ve 
written one that they may 
choose to use.”

“The ultimate goal is 
reconciliation and all the 
forms that that means, 
everything from encour-
aging the government to 
keep Indigenous issues at 

the forefront of their poli-
cies – to land issues.”

Campbell said she’d 
like to see such efforts 
help  create a stronger 
sense of community, 
perhaps leading to action 
on a longstanding issue.

“I’m so encouraged to 
see what is beginning 
to happen across the 
country as I listen to the 
news, as people become 
more aware – I think 
it’s important to learn 
each other’s stories so 
that it creates a stronger 
sense of community. So, 
by learning more of the 
stories of indigenous 
folks maybe we’ll have 
a lot more compassion,” 
she said.

“There’s a box kept just 
outside the front door and 
people are welcome to 
come and take a ribbon, 
at any time, doesn’t have 
to be Sunday, and to take 
a ribbon and tie it. This 
past Sunday a women 
took six ribbons because 
she has six grandchil-
dren and she thought 
‘yeah, I can’t imagine 
that happening to my 
grandchildren.’ It was 
some small gesture but it 
seemed to me like it was a 
commitment on her part 
to start to learn more.”



4  |  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, July 8, 2021

�������������
������������������
��������������

�������������������������������������������������
���������
������������������	������
�������������������������������������������
��������������������������������� ��������
���������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������

�������������������������������

����	����������������������������

�������������������������������

���������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������

�����������������������������
�������������������������������������

���������������������������������

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������
	�����
����������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������� ���������

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������	����������������������������������������������
��������������������

�����������������
����	��������
������������
�����
�����������������
��������������������
�����������

������������������������
������
������������������¡��������������������

����
���	���
������������¢������������������
���������������������������������
��������������������
���������������������������������������
�������������������
������������¡�����������

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

SALE OF LAND BY PUBLIC TENDER 

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY

Take Notice that tenders are invited for the purchase of the land 
described below and will be received until 3:00 p.m. local time 
on July 22, 2021, at the Municipal Office, 4639 Lobsinger Line,  
St. Clements Ontario.

Submitted tenders will be opened via Zoom. Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89379997210?pwd=ZW8xb1o3Tlo3M
m1PWkVkVHAwNHBiQT09
Meeting ID: 89379997210 Passcode: 150694 Or join by phone: 
Dial by your location +1 587 328 1099, +1 647 374 4685,  
+1 647 558 0588, +1 778 907 2071, +1 438 809 7799,  +1 204 272 7920

Description of Lands: 
Roll No. 30 24 020 001 05601 0000; Weimar Line, Wellesley; PIN 
22173-0093 (LT); File No.19-03;
Minimum Tender Amount: $27,262.73

Except as follows, the municipality makes no representation 
regarding the title to or any other matters relating to the land to 
be sold.  Responsibility for ascertaining these matters rests with 
the potential purchasers. This sale is governed by the Municipal 
Act, 2001 and the Municipal Tax Sales Rules made under that Act.  
A full copy of the tax sale advertisement and further information 
about this matter is available on line at www.OntarioTaxSales.ca or  
www.wellesley.ca or you may contact Fiona Gilbert, Deputy 
Treasurer/Tax Collector, The Corporation of the Township of Wellesley, 
4639 Lobsinger Line, R.R. #1, St. Clements ON   N0B 2M0, Phone:  
519-699-3943 Fax: 519-699-4540.

the activity is in a section 
of Elmira, with a spot in 
Winterbourne.

Termite issues were first 
identified in Elmira in the 
early 1980s, with 31 homes 
infected at one point. That 
“termite area” prompted 
a 1981 bylaw that gave 
township staff the author-
ity to inspect properties 
that had problems with 
termites and order the 
removal of wood and 
infested material while 
overseeing remedial work. 
As the bylaw was tied to 
a provincial grant, it was 
ultimately repealed when 
the funding was cut in the 
1990s. 

Since then, all termite 
programs had been on 
hold. Last year, however, 
Woolwich took steps to 

→FROM 3

TERMITES: Woolwich launched 5-year program in 2020
restart its war against the 
termite by creating a new 
control program and appli-
cable bylaw.

“Our hope is [that] we 
see a significant decrease 
in the population,” said 
Heuchert of the latest 
iteration of the battle.

The impacts termites 
can have on a home can 
be devastating. Protecting 
residents’ homes may 
be at the forefront of the 
program, but Heuchert 
explains that if left 
unchecked, the termite 
population will expand.

“They can damage 
structural components 
of the house for sure. The 
other big issue is how they 
migrate.” said Heuchert. 
“If the program had not 
been implemented, and 
you were to come back 

and re-survey those areas 
in another 15, 20 years, I 
think you would find that 
the area has expanded. 
So really, it’s a way to stop 
that migration so that 
it doesn’t start impact-
ing other sections of the 
settlement.”

While totally eradicating 
the termite population in 
Elmira may be unfeasible, 
Heuchert has pointed 
out that similar programs 
have run in neighbouring 
regions to great effect.

“The exact same 
program has run in 
Kitchener and Guelph 
with great success. So our 
hope is that we stop seeing 
termites,” said Heuchert. 
“The expectation, and 
based on the track record, 
is that the population will 
basically be gone.”

Richard Clausi with some of the tools of the trade at the Elmira Radio Club. Submitted

Elmira radio club included in 
continent-wide field day

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

TYPICALLY A SOCIAL 
ACTIVITY, HAM radio 
can become an essential 
lifeline in times of emer-
gency. Both facets of the 
technology have been part 
of the Elmira Radio Club 
for more than 30 years. 

Ham radio opera-
tors are the first line of 
communication for the 
community in the event 
of a wide-reaching power 
outage, for instance. They 
can also take part in some 
fun, such as tracking astro-
nauts in space, as was the 
case last week. 

On the preparation side, 
local hams last weekend 
took part in an annual 
North America-wide 
amateur radio competi-
tion, known as a field day, 
which simulates a national 
communications disaster.

Local club members 
carry out regular training 
in the event that they and 

their equipment will be 
needed during an emer-
gency. Recent exercises 
have involved the use of 
digital transmission of 
images and messages. 
As part of that focus, 
members have processed 
images transmitted from 
the International Space 
Station, for instance, notes 
member Richard Clausi.

With everything going 
on today, the local group 
is staying more prepared 
than ever, says the new 
president of the Elmira 
Radio Club, a non-profit 
group dedicated to 
promoting amateur radio.

“Field day is North 
America wide – they 
changed the rules this 
year so you could oper-
ate a home station – you 
see who you can contact 
within North America or 
with the rest of the world,” 
said Ted Rypma.

For field day, groups 
build amateur radio 
stations in empty fields, 

using large antennas so 
they can communicate 
across the continent. It 
is a friendly competi-
tion where groups can 
work to advance their 
amateur radio skills and 
get recognized in the 
community for what they 
do. The Elmira Radio Club 
practiced connecting their 
digital communications 
throughout North America 
last weekend.

“If there was an emer-
gency disaster and the 
place you normally oper-
ate from is destroyed – the 
idea being if the radio 
stations were out and the 
cell phone towers were 
without power, how do you 
communicate with the rest 
of the country? Field day 
is to make sure you can 
operate in a non-normal 
environmental situation,” 
explained Rypma.

“This lasts for 24 hours, 
you setup beforehand, you 
operate all night and next 

→ FIELD DAY 5
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CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Turkey & Dressing or Fish includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
July 9 & 10

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
July 14 - 17

Hot Beef or Saucy Garlic Chicken includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

WRPS investigating stolen vehicles from delivery drivers
Waterloo Regional 

Police are warning deliv-
ery drivers to be cautious 
of vehicle thefts. 

Over the last week, 
WRPS has received three 
reports of vehicle thefts 
after delivery drivers 
left their vehicles unat-
tended. 

On June 30,  police 
received a report that a 
vehicle was stolen from 
a restaurant parking lot 

JUNE 30

8:12 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a catalytic 
converter theft from 
private property on Union 
Street in Elmira. The 
theft is believed to have 
occurred between June 
25 and the time of the 
report. Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

5:30 PM |  Pol ice 
responded to a collision 
at Arthur Street South and 
Industrial Drive in Elmira. 
A vehicle was travelling 
north on Arthur Street 
when the driver stopped 
for traffic ahead. The 
driver of a trailing vehi-
cle travelling in the same 
direction did not stop in 
time for traffic and rear-
ended the first vehicle. 
There were no reported 
injuries. As a result of the 
investigation, the driver 
of the second vehicle was 
charged with ‘careless 
driving.’ 

 6:56 PM | Police 
responded to a collision in 
the parking lot of a busi-
ness in the area of Queens 
Bush Road in Wellesley. 
The driver of the vehicle 
was entering the parking 
lot and, while attempting 
to park, lost control and 

struck the wall of a busi-
ness. There were no inju-
ries reported. 

8:11 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a single-vehicle colli-
sion on Snyders Road East 
in Wilmot Township. A 
vehicle was travelling east 
on Snyders Road, when 
the driver lost control of 
the vehicle, left the road-
way, and hit a culvert 
before the vehicle rolled 
and came to a stop. As a 
result of the investigation, 
a 33-year-old Kitchener 
man was charged with 
‘careless driving.’ 

JULY 1

12:30 PM | Wellington 
County OPP responded 
to a boating incident that 
occurred on Belwood Lake 
(Grand River Conservation 
Authority) in the Town-
ship of Centre Welling-
ton. Despite lifesaving 
efforts by bystanders 
and emergency respond-
ers, 46-year-old Stuart 
Tucker of Guelph was 
pronounced deceased.

2:30 PM | Emergency 
services responded to a 
collision involving a motor-
cycle on Northfield Drive 
East in Woolwich Town-
ship. The motorcyclist lost 
control and suffered minor 
injuries. The investigation 
is ongoing.

in the area of University 
Avenue East and King 
Street North in Water-
loo. The driver had left 
the vehicle running and 
unlocked as they went 
into the restaurant to pick 
up an order for delivery. 
Once they returned, their 
vehicle was gone. 

On July 2, , police 
received a report that a 
vehicle was stolen from 
the area of Hillcroft Court 

and Westcroft Drive in 
Waterloo. The driver left 
their vehicle running and 
unlocked as they went to 
make a food delivery at a 
home. While making the 
delivery, their vehicle was 
stolen. 

Both investigations are 
ongoing. Anyone with 
information is asked to 
call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477.

4:27 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police charged 
a 26-year-old Kitchener 
man in connection to 
a single-vehicle colli-
sion in Woolwich Town-
ship. Police responded to 
reports of a vehicle strik-
ing a traffic signal pole in 
the area of King and Weber 
streets, where they were 
advised by witnesses that 
a male was seen fleeing 
on foot from the scene. 
Officers located the male 
in the area, and after a 
brief foot pursuit, made 
an arrest. The man was 
observed to be impaired 
and was found to have 
in his possession multi-
ple prohibited weapons, 
break-in tools, drugs 
and drug-related para-
phernalia. The vehicle 
was also determined to 
be stolen. The man was 
subsequently charged 
with 20 offences, includ-
ing ‘impaired operation of 
a motor vehicle,’ ‘danger-
ous operation of a motor 
vehicle,’ ‘unauthorized 
possession of a weapon,’ 
‘carrying a concealed 
weapon,’ ‘possession of 
break-in instruments,’ 
‘possession of stolen 
property over $5,000,’ 
‘failure to stop after an 
accident’ and ‘possession 
of drugs.’

JULY 4

6:00 PM | A 49-year-old 

Emergency workers assist 
a woman after suffering 
a leg injury caused by a 
horse and buggy incident. 
The victim was ushered 
into an ambulance and 
rushed to hospital from the 
scene.  ALEX FILIPE

$4.89

POTATO SALAD

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$5.85 /lbBACON AND CHEESE LOAF   

$3.49
Reg.$4.49/lb

/lb

DELI SLICED 

EARLIDALE

Police remind delivery 
drivers to secure their 
vehicles when picking 
up an order or making 
a delivery. Never leave 
the vehicle unlocked 
and running. Make sure 
that valuables, including 
phones and cash, are 
stored out of plain sight. 
If you observe suspicious 
behaviour, call police 
immediately. 

Kitchener man died when 
he crashed his motor-
cycle on Witmer Road in 
Wilmot Township. Water-
loo Regional Police that 
witnesses observed two 
motorcycles travelling at 
a high rate of speed when 
one appeared to lose 
control and drove off the 
highway, striking a hydro 
pole. The victim was 
pronounced deceased 
at  hospita l  short ly 
after. The investigation 
is ongoing. Anyone who 
witnessed the collision or 
events leading up to the 
collision, or has knowl-
edge that will assist, is 
requested to contact the 
Traffic Services Unit at 
519-570-9777, ext. 8856 
or Crime-stoppers 1-800-
222-8477

JULY 5

7:15 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a theft from 
a vehicle parked on 
Lobsinger Line in Wool-
wich Township. The vehi-
cle was entered by an 
unknown suspect, who 
took personal property. 
The investigation is ongo-
ing. Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call police 
at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. 

9:58 AM |  Pol ice 
received a report of a theft 
from a vehicle on Sunset 
Hills Crescent in Mary-
hill. Personal items were 
taken from the vehicle by 
an unknown suspect. The 
investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. 

→FROM 4

FIELD DAY: Ham radio operators 
prepare for emergency scenarios

day. It’s a real community 
affair. Typically, we have 
a dozen radio operators, 
split in groups, they’ll use 
it for Morse code, or for 
the phone or for digital 
communications such as 
computers.

“When we make contact, 
we log them and upload 
them to a central website, 
and we can see all our own 
scores.  So, it is a real-time 
indication of how many 
other radio stations were 
contacted with,” noted 
Rypma.

“In January we have a 
winter field day, which 

does the same kind of 
thing but in harsher condi-
tions.”

The Elmira club is hoping 
to have a stronger turnout 
for the annual field day next 
summer, considering the 
conditions the pandemic 
placed on them this year. 
Members are looking ahead 
to a time when the commu-
nity can come together to 
learn more and provide 
them with a public demon-
stration.

“I’m hoping next year 
for a bigger turnout, have 
a BBQ – it’s a community 
affair, it’s about being part 
of the community.” 

Club members Bruce (VE3QB) and Bill (VA3QB) operating in their 
portable shelter on field day this year. Submitted
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “Prime Minister Trudeau should have also 
told the Queen who Canada has chosen 
as Governor General, and not asked her 
approval, and if she had accepted that as 
the new protocol it would be clear that 
Canada chooses its own head of state.”
Democracy Watch co-founder Duff Conacher on the 
announcement the Queen had approved new Governor 
General Mary Simon.

When we asked Canadians which federal 
party leader would make the best prime 
minister of Canada, 22% said Justin 
Trudeau; 17% said Jagmeet Singh; 
16% said Erin O'Toole; and 20% were 
not sure which leader would be best. 
Leger poll

Verbatim The Monitor

Raising the federal minimum wage to $15 per hour 
won’t have a direct impact on many workers, but 
Ottawa hopes the move raises the bar for others to 
follow.

The new rate comes into effect at year’s end, applying only 
to federally regulated aspects of the private sector, such as 
banking, telecommunications, and parts of the meat process-
ing industry, for example. All told, that amount to about six per 
cent of the Canadian workforce.

The minimum wage for other workers is set by the provinces 
– in Ontario, that’s $14.25 (expected to rise by another 10 cents 
in the fall based on the province’s consumer price index).

It’s not a big step, but the increase is welcome news to a grow-
ing number of low-wage workers who face precarious working 
conditions of no steady hours, no benefits and no provisions 
for emergencies – precisely the kind of people hardest hit by 
the pandemic, and for whom a number of relief programs were 
enacted.

As we get the pandemic under control and the economy 
recovers, longstanding economic issues return to the fore.

Good jobs are increasingly hard to come by. The low-wage 
workforce in Ontario has grown by almost 100 per cent over the 
past two decades, vastly outstripping the 30 per cent growth in 
total employment.

Very much indicative of the problem is the increase in the 
number of workers earning the minimum wage. Between 1998 
and 2018, the proportion of employees earning minimum wage 
doubled to 10.4 per cent from 5.2, with most of that growth 
occurring between 2017 and 2018, coinciding with notable 
minimum wage increases in Ontario, Alberta and British 
Columbia.

A Statistics Canada study found that recent minimum wage 
increases in Ontario and Alberta contributed to shifting the 
composition of minimum wage employees from individuals 
under 25 years of age towards older workers. Those types of 
changes have potential equity and social welfare implications. 

Stats Can found the proportion of employees earning mini-
mum wage rose just prior to the 2008 economic downturn as 
changes in economic conditions forced an increasing number 
of workers to accept jobs paying minimum wage. Then Alberta, 
Ontario and British Columbia increased their minimum wage 
significantly in 2018, bringing the proportion of employees 
earning minimum wage to unprecedented levels. All these 
changes also had implications on the composition of mini-
mum wage employees. Compared with 1998, minimum wage 
employees in 2018 were relatively more likely to live in urban 
areas, work in retail trade, be employed in a large firm, work 
full-time and be older than 24.

Over the last 20 years, the prevalence of employees earn-
ing minimum wage remained higher among youth workers. 
However, it grew at a faster pace among both core-aged and 
older workers between 2008 and 2018. About half of Ontario 
workers earning less than $15 an hour today are between the 
ages of 25 and 64.

Employment growth in trade (retail and wholesale), busi-
ness services (which includes temporary agencies, clean-
ing, and security services), and accommodation and food 
services outpaced overall Ontario employment growth. All 
of these industries have wages that are far below the median 
for all workers. In short, a rising share of Ontario workers is 
in low-wage work. These workers are more likely than high-
er-wage employees to have variable hours where their schedule 
and pay is unpredictable.

It used to be that bad, low-paying jobs were the rite-of-pas-
sage experience for teenagers. Today, however, 66 per cent of 
minimum wage workers are older than 20 and only 34 per cent 
are teens. In other words, two out of every three wage earners 
are adults trying to make ends meet on a minimum wage that 
keeps a full-time, full-year worker below the poverty line. We’ll 
see if the federal increase changes that trajectory.

What impact from boost
in federal minimum wage?

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

First the ‘heat dome,’ with 
temperatures in the mid-to-

high 40s Celsius in many parts 
of western North America for 
up to a week (49.6° C in Lytton, 
B.C.). Then, when the forests 
were tinder-dry, came the wild-
fires (which wiped Lytton out). 
From northern California to 
northern BC, the records were 
being broken every day.

The extreme temperatures 
were unprecedented, but the 
weathermen had an explana-
tion of sorts: a ‘heat dome’ that 
trapped hot air in the same area 
for a long time while the heat 
kept rising.

They didn’t speculate beyond 
that because it would get them 
into a new and unproven 
hypothesis, but many meteo-
rologists know that this could 
be our first glimpse of a new 
normal in which killer heat 
waves become regular events.

The proposed name for these 
new, lengthy super-hot spells 
is ‘wave-7’ or ‘wave-5’ events, 
because the heat waves strike 
simultaneously in several large 
regions around the planet. 
‘Wave-7,’ the likelier candidate 
in this case, hits western North 
America, western or central 
Europe, and western Asia all at 
the same time.

Wave-7 is still a hypothesis, 
not a proven fact, but we had 
just that pattern of extreme 
heat in late June.

We should expect more heat waves
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

The temperatures were in the 
mid-to-high 40°s in western 
Canada and the U.S. Pacific 
northwest for four consecutive 
days.

Temperatures in western and 
central Europe, as usual, were 
not so extreme, but they were 
hitting 35-40° in central Europe 
and the Balkans (plus a killer 
tornado in the Czech Republic, 
and the Mediterranean Sea is 
3°-5°C warmer than normal).

And in western Asia the heat 
reached the mid-40s in most 
of Pakistan and the high 30s all 
over Siberia, with peaks of 48°C 
in Jacobabad and Verkhoyansk. 
(The latter is on the Arctic 
Circle).

Record summer tempera-
tures like this were foreseen as 
a consequence of global warm-
ing, but they were not predicted 
to arrive for another decade 
or so. The climate models are 
good at broad numbers like the 
average global temperature, but 
not yet good at regional effects, 
so the ‘wave’ pattern came as a 
complete surprise.

Once a new pattern emerges, 
however, the climate scientists 
are all over it. They already 
understood the workings of 
the jet stream; all they had to 

do was work out how adding a 
lot of heat to the system would 
change things.

It may all be connected to 
the jet stream, a high-altitude, 
high-speed ‘river’ of air blowing 
from west to east around the 
planet. It used to flow so fast 
and straight that eastbound 
airliners cut an hour off their 
eastbound trans-Atlantic and 
trans-Pacific flights by hitching 
a ride on it. But they don’t do 
that so much now, because the 
jet stream has slowed down and 
wanders all over the place.

It has slowed because it gets 
its energy from the temperature 
difference between the

Arctic air mass and the much 
warmer air of the temperate 
zone. In fact, the jet stream 
is the boundary between the 
two. But the Arctic is warming 
twice as fast as the rest of the 
planet, so the difference in 
temperature – and the amount 
of energy available – is less than 
before.

As the jet stream slows, it 
meanders in bigger and bigger 
loops, like a big, slow-moving 
river crossing a flat plain. These 
huge loops – ‘Rossby waves,’ 
as they are called – tend to get 
‘stuck’ for a long time. Some 
pull Arctic air far to the south 
and hold it there, like last 
winter’s Big Freeze in Texas. 
Others pull hot southern air 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 8
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Editor's 
Point of View

Government policy failures are common. Accountability is not.

In a much-cited 2009 
paper with Australian 
colleagues Massimo 
Garbuio and Dan Lovallo 
entitled “Delusion and 
Deception in Large Infra-
structure Projects,” he 
posits three categories of 
explanation for the regular 
occurrence of bad forecast-
ing when it comes to both 
budgets (overruns) and 
results (underwhelming).

“The underlying reasons 
for all forecasting errors 
can usefully be grouped 
into three categories: 
1) delusions or honest 
mistakes; 2) deceptions or 
strategic manipulation of 
information or processes 
or 3) bad luck. Bad luck or 
the unfortunate resolu-
tion of one of the major 
project uncertainties is the 
attribution typically given 
by management for a poor 

outcome.”
No surprise that those 

involved turn to bad luck 
rather than poor decision 
making to explain the 
often poor results.

In fact, public poli-
cy-making is rife with bias 
and faulty logic in govern-
ments around the globe, 
notes Andrew Graham, a 
professor in the School of 
Policy Studies at Queen’s 
University. 

“Policy designers and 
those who must imple-
ment government projects 
or infrastructure are often 
guilty of what’s known 
as optimism bias (‘What 
could possibly go wrong?’) 
when, in fact, they should 
be looking at the end goal. 
They should be working 
backwards to identify not 
only what could go wrong, 
but how the whole process 
will roll out,” he writes in a 
2019 paper. 

“Instead, they focus 
on the beginning — the 
announcement, the first 

stages.”
There is often no 

follow-up to ensure the 
project is done correctly, 
nor any review of what 
went wrong. The poli-
ticians move on to the 
next shiny thing, and 
the bureaucrats and staff 
involved shuffle off some-
where else.

Such tendencies were 
identified in a 2018 
paper by UK research-
ers Bob Hudson, David 
Hunter and Stephen 
Peckham.

“Politicians tend not 
to be held accountable 
for the outcomes of their 
policy initiatives – in 
the event of failure the 
likelihood is that that 
they will have moved 
on or moved out. One 
consequence of this is 
that they are too easily 
attracted to the prospect 
of short-term results. This 
can lead to the pushing 
through of policies as 
quickly as possible, rather 

than getting involved in 
the messy, protracted and 
frustrating details of how 
things might work out in 
practice. In general, there 
is evidence to suggest that 
the political will neces-
sary to drive long-term 
policy-making tends to 
dissipate over time. The 
concern here is that poli-
cy-makers are more likely 
to get credit for legislation 
that is passed than for 
implementation problems 
that have been avoided. 
Indeed the latter will 
probably tend to be seen as 
“someone else’s problem,” 
they write.

Pointing to a review of 
failure in major govern-
ment projects in the UK by 
the National Audit Office 
in 2013, they found issues 
in keeping with other such 
reviews of public policy 
failures.

The National Audit 
Office report was succinct 
in its synopsis:

“A long-standing prob-

lem widely recognised 
that too frequently results 
in the underestimation of 
the time, costs and risks to 
delivery and the overes-
timation of the benefits. 
It undermines value for 
money at best and, in the 
worst cases, leads to unvi-
able projects.” 

The study identified 
five interacting factors 
contributing to such 
overoptimism: complex-
ity (underestimation of 
the delivery challenges); 
evidence base (insufficient 
objective, accurate and 
timely information on 
costs, timescales, benefits 
and risks); misunder-
standing of stakeholders 
(optimism about the 
ability to align different 
views); behavior and 
Incentives (interested 
parties boosting their own 
prospects); and chal-
lenge and accountability 
(decision-makers seeking 
short-term recognition).

No surprise that all of 
that sounds familiar on 
this side of the pond.

“An interesting element 
in all of this research is the 
confirmation that cogni-
tive biases play a signifi-
cant role in assessing risks 
in policy implementation 
in a number of ways, often 
in the face of a mountain 
of contrary evidence,” 
writes Queen’s Universi-
ty’s Graham.

“Cognitive biases tend 
to confirm beliefs we 
already have. Biases block 
new information. While 
we need biases to short-
hand our interpretation of 
events, they often filter and 
discount new information. 
Our experiences are our 
greatest asset and greatest 
liability in this process.”

Recognizing such biases 
is in line with questions 
surrounding rational choice 
theory, in which bureau-
crats – and many others 
outside government, to be 
sure – making decisions, 
including major policy, 

All other concerns aside, maybe cancelling the Prime Ministers Path was the right call.

Regional council last 
week awarded tenders 

for some $12 million in 
work, part of the latest 
expansion at the Region 
of Waterloo International 
Airport in Breslau. 

The spending is pred-
icated on a massive 
near-term expansion in 
the number of passen-
gers using the airport, 
though the pre-pandemic 
numbers were trending 
downwards – some 80,000 
in the most recently avail-
able numbers from 2018, a 
long way from the mile-
stones of 500,000 and one 
million being touted. 

Missing in this and 
previous spending deci-
sions at the airport – and 
all other projects, for that 
matter – was a discussion 
of contingencies should 
the numbers not material-
ize, as has been the case in 
past forecasts. Who is held 
accountable? What are the 
ramifications? What of 
the wasted money? (Also 
missing was talk of ending 
the operating subsidy or 
recouping the tax dollars 
spent on capital projects 
for what is a non-essential 
service, but that’s another 
story.)

Failure is not uncommon 
with large-scale projects, 
with most of the failures 
involving errors of omis-
sion rather than commis-
sion. Quite simply, those 
pushing for projects over-
hype the benefits and pass 
on spelling out all of the 
negatives, downplaying 
those that are presented. 
Reports presented to 
government bodies that 
vote on such projects paint 
too rosy a picture, and the 
politicians often fail to 
question the rationale, let 
alone the details.

Such is the “optimism 
bias” identified by Danish 
economist Bent Flyvb-
jerg in studying the gap 
between the hype and 
subsequent deflated reality 
of  big infrastructure proj-
ects such as public transit. →KANNON 8
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Hammocks I have briefly known

tell, when you set up a 
hammock what you want 
to do is place it at a height 
that is easy to climb into 
but not so low that you 
hit the ground when you 
deposit your full weight 
into it. 

Basically, if I were to 
set my hammock up at a 
comfortable height for my 
short legs, once I got in it, 
my weight would make 
the hammock slowly 
lower to the ground so 
that I might as well be 
lying on a ground sheet. 
That is why I usually set 
my hammock up at chest 
height and make a futile 
effort to hop into it. 

What follows is some-
thing that might greatly 
entertain fans of profes-
sional wrestling. It begins 
with me approaching the 
hammock in a calm and 
focused Zen-like state. 
In my mind, I see the 

hammock and me becom-
ing one sentient being; it 
is cupping me lovingly, 
both of us focused on 
congeniality and swaying 
softly in the shade under a 
cloudless blue sky.

The hammock generally 
has a different viewpoint. 
It looks upon me as a virus 
that needs to be forcefully 
ejected.

And so it begins. 
I climb in backwards, 

sitting down on it calmly 
as hammock aficionados 
prescribe. This, I have 
learned, is a brave act akin 
to turning your back on 
an angry lion. But at least 
I am presenting my best 
side first. 

I slowly lower 
my weight onto the 
hammock, which gives 
a bit and creaks in an 
ominous way, remarkably 
reminiscent of your best 
horror movies just before 
the knife-wielding doll 
leaps from a high shelf 
upon the unsuspecting 
victim.

Then I ever so gently lie 

down until I am, miracle 
of miracles, being cradled 
precariously by the 
hammock. For a second, 
I find balance – and the 
hammock and I partici-
pate in an unstable and 
fragile truce. I dare not 
move or breathe. Even 
relaxing too much might 
be a fatal mistake. 

This is, for me, classic 
hammocking. 

After a few seconds, 
I start breathing easier, 
knowing that all I need do 
is avoid sudden move-
ment or shifts of weight. 

That’s typically when 
the mosquito lands on my 
left or right arm and tips 
the scales.

One second I am 
looking at the sky hang-
ing above, the next I am 
making a sudden and 
shallow dent in a wall of 
sod.

After I stand and spit 
out the dirt, I try again. 

Because,when it comes 
to getting ejected from a 
hammock, I won’t just lie 
down and take it. 

Like most people who 
love the outdoors, I 

have had brief and tumul-
tuous relationships with 
hammocks. We usually 
start off well enough. 
I try to be on my best 
behaviour, things seem 
to be going well, and then 
without warning I get 
dumped – usually about 
three feet.

I’m not sure if the 
reason is that hammocks 
are predisposed to dislik-
ing me, or gravity just 
likes me more. All I know 
is that I could probably 
stay atop an ornery rodeo 
bull for longer.

This is a shame because, 
like most people, all I 
want to do is to be on 
friendly terms with my 
hammock. For time in 
a hammock can be the 
highlight of summer.

The problem is that I 
have the height of a short 
man and the weight of a 
tall man, which is prob-
ably confusing to the 
hammock.

You see, as far as I can 

Frank Mahovlich “The Big M” 
was named one of 100 
greatest NHL Players in 
history. As a sitting Canadian 
Senator, he requested to make 
a impromptu visit to The 
Observer office in 1999.

The RIM Park sports complex 
in Waterloo was originally 
proposed to be within 
Woolwich boundaries. The 
Observer broke the story of 
the Millennium Centre.

The Tragically Hip album 
“Road Apples” was inspired by 
their drive to the Maryhill 
Commercial Tavern where 
they performed in 1988 ahead 
of the release of Up to Here.

 ↆ LAST WEEK: Our Canada Day inspired poll was easy for online 
participants. Most identified the lie that Newfoundland was 
nicknamed "The Rock" after a professional wrestler. A Canadian 
immigration minister declared Santa Claus a Canadian citizen in 2012, 
which received many votes. Only a couple respondents selected the 
Grammy nomination for Bob and Doug McKenzie soundtrack in 1982. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

 � Plenty of good 
reason to get 
vaccinated

To the Editor,
I'm an ordinary person 

of Waterloo Region who 
is concerned about the 
health and well-being of 
my fellow citizens, hence a 
short reflection on 'How to 

 �Middlebrook 
bridge is worth 
preserving

To the Editor,
A group of concerned 

citizens has organized to 
save the Middlebrook Place 
bridge, an important part 
of our infrastructure and 
heritage. This group has 
formed a Facebook page 
under “Save Middlebrook 
Bridge” and are welcom-
ing the public to join in 
support of this effort.

As expressed on many 
fronts, this bridge is of 
significant value to the 
public for the important 
recreational and heritage 
value, and even for general 
transportation purposes.

In order to understand 
the practical consider-
ations Woolwich Town-
ship was able to provide 
the relevant (publicly 
available) information 
related to the engineer-
ing analysis and heritage 
study for this bridge. 
That engineering analy-
sis evaluated the bridge 
for vehicular and pedes-
trian transportation and 
determined the amount 
of rehabilitation and cost 
would be significant. This 
exact challenge has been 

faced in many commu-
nities across Ontario and 
around the world and has 
in many cases resulted in 
successful preservation. 

One example very close 
is Bruce County, where 
their rail-trail network 
includes many preserved 
bridges, some funded with 
tax money and others with 
corporate sponsorship.

The cultural heritage 
evaluation prepared in 
2017 determined this 
bridge to have “cultural 
heritage value and it is a 
rare surviving single-lane 
steel Pratt camelback 
through truss bridge – one 
of four remaining in the 
Region of Waterloo.” In my 
opinion these landmarks 
are valuable reminders 
of the early days of our 
community and should 
be preserved for future 
generations – once they’re 
gone, they’re gone!

Please consider joining 
this group to help preserve 
a valuable asset in our 
community. As residents, 
we need to influence what 
our community values 
and preserves the most for 
now and for future gener-
ations.

Mark Walker
ELORA

farther north than usual, 
like last month – and they 
too hang around for a long 
time.

The two kinds of loops 
alternate along the north-
ern jet stream all the way 
around the planet like 
beads on a necklace. Every 
second loop is ‘hot’ when 
this pattern kicks in, so it 
follows that heat waves 

would be happening in 
sync in several differ-
ent continents – as they 
currently seem to be.

This is all quite new 
science, and still open to 
challenge. But over the 
past two decades the same 
pattern of seven stalled 
peaks and lows over the 
same regions – ‘wave-7’ 
– has lasted seven times 
for more than two weeks. 

DYER: The heat is on sooner than expected, and will get worse
→ FROM 6

based on assumptions of 
human behaviour that may 
be far from what actually 
happens in the end.

“Public policy fails for 
many reasons. Even a 
relatively simple objec-
tive, such as a vaccina-
tion campaign, requires 
myriad pieces of informa-
tion and expertise, and 
involves the mobilization, 
cooperation and coordina-
tion of a great number of 
people and organizations 
that must act in certain 

Before 2000, it never 
happened.

If the ‘wave’ hypothesis 
is correct, then these killer 
heat waves will become 
more common in the 
northern hemisphere as 
Arctic temperatures soar 
and the jet stream slows, 
sometimes extending all 
the way from latitude 30°N 
to latitude 60°N.

We once believed that 

KANNON: Prone to failure, governments do little to protect citizens, tax money
→ FROM 7 ways at precise times. 

Many policies fail because 
the tasks are hard to do. 
Add to that the propensity 
for corruption, incom-
petence and political moti-
vations, to which many 
public policies are prone, 
and it seems quite natural 
that things often do not 
turn out as expected,” 
writes Bernardo Mueller 
of the Department of 
Economics at the Univer-
sity of Brasilia in a 2019 
paper (Why public policies 
fail: Policymaking under 

complexity).
“But although these 

evident frailties of the 
policymaking process are 
serious predicaments, 
they are problems that can 
in principal be dealt with. 
More effort, more informa-
tion, better governance, 
smarter experts, more 
transparency and good 
will, all can do much to 
mitigate those problems 
and improve the delivery 
of public policy. Whole 
disciplines of economics, 
project management, 

Save a Life':
1. Throw a rope to your 

drowning child.
2. Get the COVID-19 

vaccine to protect 
your children.

3. Donate blood so 
others will recover 
from illness.

4.  Get the COVID-19 
vaccine to protect 
your neighbours.

5. Pour water or put a 

severe heating would not 
afflict the rich countries 
of the temperate zone 
until much later than the 
tropics and sub-tropics, 
but that may be wrong. 
We already have killer 
heat waves with the global 
average temperature up by 
only +1.1° C. It’s bound to 
go to at least +1.5°C, even 
if we do everything right 
from now on.

and public administra-
tion provide theories, 
ideas and techniques for 
how to achieve better 
public policy results. 
Much improvement can 
certainly be achieved 
through such means. 
Better checks and balances 
on political organizations 
and improved account-
ability, for example, can 
surely do wonders to make 
public policy better serve 
the public interest.”

Accountability. Just the 
thing. 

lid on a fire.
6.  Get the COVID-19 

vaccine for protec-
tion for yourself.

7. Call 911 in an emer-
gency.

8. Get the COVID-19 
vaccine to protect the 
elderly.

9. Teach children 
to look both ways 
before crossing the 
road.

10. Get the COVID-19 
vaccine to protect 
those having chemo 
treatments.

Get the COVID-19 
vaccine and be the unself-
ish and thoughtful person 
we always knew you were.

Jean Morby
KITCHENER

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Larry Goetz
Goetz Financial Group

25 Industrial Drive
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(519) 669-2632
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Technology has 
created new and 

exciting ways to manage 
and improve farming 
operations. From GPS to 
drones, from bin moni-
tors to smartphones and 
apps, tech is everywhere. 
Along with the tremen-
dous advantages that the 
tech has afforded farmers, 
there is potential for inef-

Selecting the right technology for your farm

While fertilizers 
share a common 

purpose, there’s no 
‘one-size-fits-all’ instruc-
tion manual. Learning 
about the unique proper-
ties and precautions for 
each fertilizer used on 
your operation, could save 
time, money, and prevent 
serious injury.

Anhydrous ammonia, 
or NH3, is one of the most 
commonly used fertiliz-
ers. It’s low-cost, highly 
effective and contains one 
of the most concentrated 
forms of nitrogen with 
levels at 82%.

However, it can also be 
highly hazardous.

Anhydrous means with-
out water, and anhydrous 
ammonia can rapidly 
cause dehydration and 

Anhydrous ammonia 
- handle with care!

→ FERTILIZERS 11

severe burns if it combines 
with water in the body. 
Symptoms can include 
difficulty breathing, 
irritation to the eyes, nose 
or throat, burns or blisters. 
Exposure to high concen-
trations can lead to death. 
One deep breath of the gas 
can be fatal or cause severe 
damage to the throat and 
lungs. Needless to say, the 
handling and storage of 
NH3 requires special care.

One of the first ‘safety 
stops’ farmers would have 
to consider is the storage 
of the fertilizer. If it’s being 
stored on your property, 
the proper handling prac-
tices and treatment in the 
case of an incident should 
be detailed in your Emer-
gency Response Plan. 
The local fire department 

should also be made aware 
of where the fertilizer is 
being stored.

When handling the 
fertilizer, we recom-
mend that you not work 
alone. It’s also important 
that anyone handling 
or applying NH3 wear 
proper Personal Protective 
Equipment. This includes 
a face shield AND safety 
eyewear, gloves, and 
appropriate respiratory 
protection where appro-
priate.

Weather is an ever-pres-
ent factor in farming, and 
the application of fertil-
izer is no exception. It’s 
important to pay special 
attention to the direction 
of the wind. If there’s 
an uncontrolled release 

ficiencies, frustrations, 
and, at worst – hazards. 
Selecting the right tech, 
using it to its best advan-
tage, and being prepared 
for hazards can create a 
farming operation that is 
not only productive but 
also safe.

Before starting the pro-
cess of purchasing any new 
tech, begin by considering 

the following:
• What task do you require 

the technology to per-
form? Often, tech (soft-
ware or hardware) do 
more than we need. Ask 
yourself, do you need 
something basic or more 
complicated?

• Do you have the skill 
set or know where to go 
to learn how to use the 

technology effectively 
and safely? Will you be 
able to transfer those 
skills to an employee 
or family member that 
might also use the tech-
nology? What are the 
costs of any training?

• Figure out where you can 
go for troubleshooting. 
Will you need to hire 
someone? It’s incredi-

bly frustrating to have 
technology that doesn’t 
operate as expected, and 
it’s even more frustrating 
when you can’t find help 
or answers.

• Do you have the platform 
in which the technology 
can perform effectively 
and safely? (For example, 
if purchasing a bin mon-
itoring system, is the bin 

in good condition?)
• How will this affect the 

people on your farm? 
Will you have to hire a 
person to manage the 
new tech? Will it cause 
undue stress and frustra-
tion? How will you man-
age the impacts?
Once you determine 

what you need and want 
→ TECHNOLOGY 11

With fertilizers, there is no one-size-fits-all method for safe handling.
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Falls are a serious 
contributor to farm 

fatalities – in fact, falls 
from heights are one of the 
top 10 causes of fatalities 
in agriculture according 
to Canadian Agricultural 
Injury Reporting. Falls 
that are not fatal can often 
result in serious injury - 
even a minor fall resulting 
in a minor injury could 
lead to lost time and lost 
productivity. Ladders, 
scaffolding, barn lofts, 
grain bins, roofs, bales, 
and farm machinery are 
examples of places that 
falls tend to occur.

Although there are 
slight differences in 
provincial legislation, it’s 
safe to say that working at 
any height greater than 8 
feet (or 2.44 metres) could 
cause serious injury. Using 
appropriate fall protection 
for the task is good prac-
tice. (Remember, depend-
ing on the surface you’re 
working over, you might 
want to use a form of fall 
protection at a much lower 
height. An example of this 
would be over a manure 
pit.)

It is important to train 
for working at heights, 
know the different types of 
fall protection, and select 
the one that will work best 
for the task. Each system 
has advantages and disad-

vantages depending on 
the task being performed. 
Fall protection includes 
any of the following:

• Guardrails – These are 
constructed along el-
evated walkways and 
work surfaces to prevent 
someone from falling 
to the surface below. 
Guardrails should be 
constructed so that they 
can take at least 200 
pounds (or 90.72 kg) of 
force in any direction.

• Fall Arrest Systems – 
These systems consist 
of an anchor point, life-
line, shock- absorbing 
lanyard, rope grab (or 
similar) and harness. 
This system will catch a 
person if they fall.

• Fall Restraint Systems – 
These systems consist of 
an anchor point, lifeline, 
lanyard, and harness. 
This system is common-
ly called a “dogleash” 
because the lifeline is 
only long enough for the 
person to get within 1 
metre (or 3.28 feet) from 
the edge of the work 
surface. This system will 
not allow the person to 
fall.

• Safety Netting – These 
are meant to catch a per-
son if they fall. These are 
not practical for farming 
operations.
When selecting the type 

Protecting against falls on the farm

of fall protection, ask:
• What task will I be do-

ing?
• How often will I be doing 

this work? Ongoing work 
may be best suited for 
a guardrail system. It 
allows for the most mo-
bility between the guard-
rails but work outside 
of the guardrails would 
require a different form 
of fall protection.

• How much mobility do I 
need to do the work?

• Do I need to get to the 
edge of the work surface?

All fall protection compo-
nents must be CSA-ap-

proved. The different 
types of components are 
as follows:

• Anchor point – This is 
the connection between 
the work surface and 
the lifeline. The work 
surface and the anchor 
point must be able to 
withstand a force of 
5000 pounds (or 2270 
kg).

• Lifeline – This is the 
connection to the anchor 
point. They come in var-
ious forms such as nylon 
rope, aircraft cable, or 
retractable units.

• Lanyard – This is con-

nected to a lifeline. It 
may be shock-absorb-
ing or fixed length. 
Shock-absorbing lan-
yards are used in fall 
arrest systems. They de-
ploy and absorb much of 
the forces if a fall occurs. 
Fixed length lanyards 
are most often used as 
part of a fall restraint 
system.

• Rope grab – This is 
attached between the 
lifeline and lanyard in a 
fall arrest system. It is a 
mechanism that allows 
travel upwards but locks 
in place if a fall occurs.

• Harness – This is con-
nected to the lanyard 
and worn by the person 
working at heights. For 
most general applica-
tions, this is usually a 
5-point nylon harness 
with a D-ring at the 
back. They come in dif-
ferent sizes and need 
to be adjusted properly 
when used. Some things 
to remember when ad-
justing the harness are 
that the D-ring should 
be positioned between 
the shoulder blades, the 
front chest strap should 
make a line between the 
nipples, the leg straps 
should be tightened so 
that they are quite snug 
(no more than 2 fingers 
to pass between the strap 

and leg), and remove all 
objects from your pock-
ets. These could punc-
ture your body or cut 
off blood supply if a fall 
occurs.
Fall protection compo-

nents must be inspected 
before every use to ensure 
that they are in good 
condition. DO NOT use 
defective components – 
this could have serious 
consequences. Some 
examples of defects are:

• Cuts 
• Frayed stitching
• Welding splatter 

or burns 
• Broken buckles
• Oil, dirt, and chemical 

stains 
• Missing components
• Stretched or fractured 

D-ring 
• Damaged or compro-

mised anchor point
All of this information 

may seem complicated, 
time-consuming, and 
potentially costly but 
it only takes one fall 
from heights to affect 
the future. A combina-
tion of internal policy, 
procedures, supervision, 
training, and knowledge 
can make for a safe and 
successful operation.

ↆ Robert Gobeil for the 
Canadian Agricultural Safety 
Association 

Falls from heights are one of the top ten causes of fatalities in the 
agricultura sector.
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Day-old chicks • Started pullets
Broilers • Ready-to-lay 
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and any other barriers that 
might obstruct the tech 
implementation effectively 
and safely, you’re ready for 
the next step.

Research
There are all kinds of 

innovative and technolog-
ically advanced products 
out there. Most of the 
time, there are very similar 
products that can do the 
same tasks. But there are 
often differences in the 
fine print. It could be as 
simple as dedicated tech 
support or the possibility 
of fixing or troubleshooting 
yourself. It could even be 
training built into the pur-
chase. These distinctions 
are important and could 
save you time and money. 
When performing research 
in a tech product, read re-
views, check out the user 
manual (if available), talk 
to the reps and ask ques-
tions (remember: no ques-
tion is stupid). If possible, 
speak to others that have 
the tech you’re considering 
purchasing and determine 
if it’s right for your opera-
tion.

Selection
Just because the neigh-

bouring operation has a 
piece of tech doesn’t mean 
that it’ll apply to your farm. 
No two operations are 
identical. Spending money 
and time on new technolo-
gy that isn’t necessary may 
negatively affect your farm. 
When you’re selecting a 
piece of technology, make 
sure it’s appropriate for 
your specific operation.

Assessment
Before implementing 

new technology, conduct 

a hazard assessment and 
cost-benefit analysis. 
Could the tech potentially 
create a hazard? What are 
the consequences if the 
tech doesn’t perform as 
anticipated? Who or what 
will be affected by the new 
tech? (This is especially 
important to consider for 
livestock operations.) What 
are the timelines for imple-
menting the technology? 
What is the anticipated 
timeline for the return on 
investment?

Control
After determining the 

hazards, it’s essential to 
the safety of your farm 
to implement controls to 
address these hazards. It 
could be creating policies 
for anyone working with 
or around the technology. 
(For example, a ‘safe zone’ 
staying away from auto-
mated equipment, or dis-
tracted farming policy for 
smart devices.)

Most of these consider-
ations when purchasing 
and implementing new 
technology aren’t new. 
Most purchases require 
similar deliberations. Do-
ing some research, making 
the best selection, doing 
an assessment and imple-
menting controls will help 
ensure the technology inte-
grates into your operation 
safely and effectively.

Safe operations are pro-
ductive operations and 
productive operations are 
profitable operations. Grow 
safety on your farm by en-
suring that you have made 
the best choices for you, 
your family and your farm.

ↆ Canadian Agricultural Safety 
Association

of NH3, quickly move 
upwind to avoid exposure 
and shut down all ignition 
sources if safe to do so. 
In the event of an expo-
sure, follow the first aid 
measures indicated on the 
Safety Data Sheet.

Special precautions 
should also be taken 
to prevent NH3 runoff 
from contaminating the 
surrounding environ-
ment.

If you’re the farm owner 
or employer, it’s you’re 
responsibility to provide 
training, develop proce-
dures, and review the 
Safety Data Sheet with 
your employees. Associa-
tions such as the Canadian 
Association of Agri-Retail-

ers and Fertilizer Canada 
are helpful sources of 
information, and they also 
provide training courses.

Equipping yourself 
and your workers with 
the appropriate tools and 
knowledge could prevent 
a host of unwanted conse-
quences when handling 
Anhydrous ammonia. We 
invite you to explore the 
resources available and 
encourage you to incor-
porate the handling and 
treatment of anhydrous 
ammonia into your Emer-
gency Response Plan.

For more information 
on Anhydrous Ammonia, 
visit fertilizercanada.ca.

ↆ Canadian Agricultural Safety 
Association

FERTILIZERS: Anhydrous ammonia 
is a very common ingredient, but it's 
also extremely hazardous

→ FROM 9

TECHNOLOGY: Making the right 
choices will help boost safety

→ FROM 9
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise
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BusinessBusiness The 740 residential homes sold last month 
through MLS system of the Kitchener-Wa-
terloo Association of Realtors set a new 
monthly high for June and represented an 
increase of 10.1% compared to June 2020. 
In June, the average sale price for all resi-
dential properties was $759,115, up 26.4% 
over June 2020 Detached homes sold for 
an average of $919,914. 

After a nine-month celebration and fund-
raising campaign, Junior Achievement of 
Waterloo Region raised $170,451, some 170% 
of its original goal. In the 2020-21 school 
year, JA Waterloo Region reached over 
6400 students through a variety of virtual 
programs. 

Record home sales JA tops campaign goal

519-638-3547 7668 8th Line Drayton cleanfieldsvc
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Dr. Mira Nusaputra & Associates
10 Parkside Drive, PO Box 240

St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

T: 519-664-2434  |   F: 519-664-3824

info@stjacobsdentalcare.ca www.stjacobsdentalcare.ca

Come be part of our
wonderful family at

Welcomingnew patients !

TAKE THIS TEST:
Do you have…

Yellow Teeth

Sensitive Teeth

Crooked Teeth

Bad Breath

Bleeding Gums

Missing Teeth

Fear of Dentistry

ALEX FILIPE
Observer Staff

HORSES TOOK TO THE 
TRACK and bettors to 
the stands as Grand River 
Raceway opened its doors 
during stage 2 of Ontar-
io’s reopening plan.

With 11 races planned 
for the evening of July 2, 
hundreds of spectators 
flocked to the stands as 
horses and their drivers 
warmed up on the track 
that they haven’t been on 
for close to four months.

Since their closure in 
March, horse racetracks 
– and participants – have 
been awaiting the day 
they can return to the 
track and continue their 
passion.

“We’re thrilled to have 
the horses back on the 
track and spectators able 
to watch the live racing 
action. [It] has been a 

long time coming,” said 
Grand River Raceway 
spokesperson Jenna 
Knox, Events.

“Everybody’s happy 
that we’re back racing, 
because now you have a 
chance to make money,” 
explained Robert Young, 
a driver and horse 
trainer.

As horses, carts and 
riders bustled all around 
him in the Grand River 
Raceway paddock, Young 
spoke about what has 
kept him driving for the 
past 55 years.

“I’ve been in it my 
whole life, and I really 
enjoy it,” said Young. 
“Buying a young horse 
at a sale and developing 
them into a racehorse, 
that’s what I like doing.”

While Young has been 
training and racing 
horses for 55 years, 
Robert Archer has been 

Ontario horse racing is back on track

→ RACING 14

A driver and his horse warm up on the Grand River Race-
way track before a race July 2. Alex Filipe

JUSTINE FRASER
Observer Staff

THE REGION’S THREE 
HOSPITALS WILL receive 
additional funding this 
year totalling almost $20 
million as the province 
looks to help them cope 
with the pandemic and 
expand services.

Grand River Hospital 
will receive an additional 
$5,943,300, an increase 
of 2.4 per cent over the 
previous year,  St. Mary’s 
General Hospital will 

receive an additional 
$5,693,000 (up 4.1 per cent) 
and Cambridge Memorial 
Hospital an additional 
$7,498,200 (up 6.5 per 
cent). 

“The best part of this is 
annualized funding, so this 
isn’t just one-time funding 
– it’s ongoing funding as 
we move forward and it’s 
certainly something the 
hospital has been calling 
for, for a long time,” said 
Kitchener-Conestoga MPP 
Mike Harris of last week’s 
announcement.

The extra funding 
should help alleviate some 
of the stress created by 
the COVID-19 situation, 
he added, noting the 
increases come for the 
third year in a row as the 
province follows up on its 
pledge to end “hallway 
health care.”

“It’s something that's 
very impactful for the 
region, especially with 
everything we’ve seen 
through the pandemic 
over the last year and half 
– it has obviously shone a 

light through some of the 
cracks in the systems we 
have here. I’m sure this 
funding will go a long way 
in helping to repair some of 
those cracks and also put 
us a leg up in the future,” 
said Harris.

Hospitals were already 
overburdened given 
growing populations 
–  a lack of beds left some 
patients getting treatment 
in hospital hallways – but 
the pandemic brought the 
issues to a head. 

“When we talk about 

Like so many other businesses, Grand River Raceway has had to weather the storm through the pandemic

watching Young – and 
other drivers – their 
whole career from his 
comfortable seat in the 
grandstands for the past 
66 years.

“I come three times 
a week, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday,” 
explained Archer. “I 
feel great. It’s good to be 
back.”

For many drivers like 
Young, the fans are a 
big part of the race. The 
energy and excitement 
they bring can be felt 
by the drivers and their 
horses as the provincial 
reopening plan kicks in.

“What’s really going 
to help us is in the next 
couple of weeks, when we 
go to stage 3, we’ll have 
fans all the time,” said 
Young. “It makes it more 
entertaining – to hear the 
roar of the crowd when 

Region’s hospitals receive an additional $20 million in funding 
lights through the cracks, 
COVID has really ampli-
fied a lot of these issues. 
When we look at hospital 
capacity, one thing we're 
really pushing for here in 
the region is [being] able to 
get some specific funding 
to open some extra beds 
here to take some of the 
pressure off our hospital 
capacity, especially with 
the ICU beds, and really 
look into trying to keep 
those beds permanent and 
not lose them back in the 
system,” said Harris.

“Were really a growing 
community here, one 
of the fastest growing 
communities in Canada 
and we need healthcare to 
reflect the diverse needs of 
our community.”

Lee Fairclough, CEO 
of St. Mary’s Hospital, 
says the funding will help 
the area start to recover 
and continue to meet the 
growing demands for care 
both within the Region 
of Waterloo and beyond 
through the likes of the 

→ HOSPITALS 14
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

77 Arthur Street South, Elmira
519-669-1577

Dr. Anh Le
Dr. Linda Vo
Dr. Gregory Masonwww.arthurstreetdental.ca

Dr. Munjal brings with her over 20 years of experience in 
the dental field. A proficient clinician, Dr. Munjal genuinely 
cares about providing the best care to her patients and 
looks forward to getting to know the Elmira community.

Drs. Le and Vo are happy to welcome Dr. Munjal
to the dedicated team at Arthur Street Dental Office.

Exciting News!

My reason for getting vaccinated is my family, 
my community, my elders and my kiddos who 
made our last anniversary special. We hope
our next special dinner is at one of 
our amazing local restaurants.

Nick Benninger, Co-founder/Chef
Fat Sparrow Group

Protect yourself and 
those you love.
Book your appointment today at:

regionofwaterloo.ca/VaccineBook

519-514-1499  |  TTY: 519-575-4608

What’s 
your why?
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Mr. Merit is Parker Merlihan’s third full-length studio album.
Purchase a limited-run collector Merit USB credit-card and a 
20-page“insider” zine and make it a party!  

“Thirteen Merit-licious songs”

Purchase online at parkermerlihan.com

Stream Parker Merlihan
at all the best spots on
the Internet.

THE LIVESTOCK 
INDUSTRY’S EYES ARE 
focussed squarely on the 
U.S. this week as the coun-
try considers anti-com-
petition legislation that 
could have a big impact 
here.

The legislation is 
designed to give U.S. 
farmers a fighting chance 
against corporate giants 
and offer more home-
grown revenue streams. 
And it all relates back to 
the cost of food, a huge 
concern for consumers 
everywhere. 

Consider the many play-
ers involved in the food 
value chain, from farmers 
to processors to retailers. 
Every part of the chain is 
pushing for efficiency.

This is old hat to farm-
ers. They’ve long been 
told by processors to keep 
their costs low. Process-
ing is one of the most 
expensive parts of food 
production, and proces-
sors are likewise trying to 
keep their costs in check. 
Of course, profitability 
enters the picture here, 
too. Processors aren’t 
trying to cut costs only 
because consumers want 
cheap food.   

Through the years, 
because of consolidation 
in the food sector, proces-
sors such as meat pack-
ers have become more 
powerful. If farmers don’t 
like a deal being offered 
by a processor, they have 
increasingly few options. 
Selling local comes to 
mind, and it can really 
work for some farmers 
who have developed indi-
vidual relationships with 
retailers. For others who 
aren’t next to significant 
urban centres, or who 
produce commodities in 

great volumes, local sales 
are not as workable.

Consolidation is 
happening on both sides 
of the border, but in the 
US, farmers are partic-
ularly annoyed about 
it. This week, the Biden 
government is expected 
to do something about it. 
In what’s being termed a 
matter of rights, legisla-
tion will be introduced 
there that makes it easier 
for farmers to sue unscru-
pulous processors. 

Initially, livestock 
producers are leading the 
charge. They say the lack 
of competition among 
processors has resulted 
in bullying tactics at best, 
to downright deception. 
Certain processors there 
are accused of forcing 
farmers to sign long-term 
contracts for beef, chicken 
or pork, with unsustain-
able and unprofitable 
conditions. If the cost of 
feed or energy or other 
inputs rise, too bad for 
farmers. 

This is terrible public 
relations for the corporate 
food sector. No one who 
buys food at a grocery 
store wants to envision 
a behind-the-scenes 
battle raging among those 
who produce food. The 
negative implications for 
safe, reliable and quality 
production are obvious. 
They feed into all the 
stereotypical criticisms 
that the food industry 
wants to avoid. 

Biden wants more 
competition. He thinks 
making it easier for 
farmers to sue will deter 

bullying.
Related to this, and 

of note to Canada, he is 
also planning to make 
country of origin labelling 
clearer. Biden doesn’t like 
the fact that meat from 
outside the country that 
is imported, processed 
and packaged there can 
be sold as Product of USA. 
He says it’s deceptive and 
he believes that many 
Americans would choose 
wholly U.S.-grown and 
processed meat if labels 
were more accurate. 

This has particularly 
become an issue with 
consumers’ growing 
interest in grass-fed beef, 
much of which comes 
from Canada and is 
readily available. Proces-
sors and retailers in the 
U.S. are anxious to meet 
consumers’ needs and 
appear less concerned 
about where it comes 
from than whether or not 
it’s on store shelves. 

Some beef organiza-
tions think differently, 
however, and have 
convinced Biden they’re 
right.

Who knows? Maybe 
Americans would flock 
to Canadian beef if it was 
forced to have a little 
maple leaf flag on the 
package, considering 
the product’s excellent 
reputation abroad. But 
that likely wouldn’t be the 
case – anything originat-
ing from outside the USA 
would likely be lumped 
together and regarded as 
foreign.

All this has huge 
implications for Canada’s 
beef sector. Will it have to 
lower prices to compete 
in U.S. markets? Develop-
ments this week will tell 
that tale.

→FROM 12

It’s packers versus farmers
in this meat war

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

hospital’s cardiac and 
chest programs. 

“Through the pandemic 
we have received support 
to open a number of 
additional beds that 
have allowed us hope, to 
be honest. I am not sure 
what we would have done 
had we not been able to 
expand the number of beds 
available. This funding 
addresses a portion of that 
growth, and then we have 
additional pandemic fund-
ing to support the expan-
sion of beds. What it really 
does do for St. Mary’s, in 
particular, it provides us 
the base funding we need 
to expand in our cardiac 
program,” said Fairclough.

With more beds, hospi-
tals can reduce the impact 

of so-called hallway medi-
cine. 

“Hallway healthcare is 
the shorthand for the fact 
that many hospitals for 
several years have been 
experiencing a lot of pres-
sures in their emergency 
departments and have not 
had enough beds available 
to be able to support all the 
patients coming into the 
hospital. Prior to COVID, 
there was a lot of pressure 
that we were feeling and so 
that was part of the strat-
egy that this government 
undertook to try to address 
that problem,” she added.

Her counterpart at 
Grand River Hospital, Ron 
Gagnon, said the increase 
in base funding will help 
to offset some of the 
increased costs associated 

with population growth, 
inflation and evolving 
complexities of care.

“Addressing hallway 
medicine is an important 
priority for Grand River. 
In response to the needs of 
the pandemic, we opened 
over 150 new hospital beds 
and other hospitals in our 
region also opened new 
beds. We know from work 
we had completed prior 
to the pandemic that the 
acute care bed capacity in 
this region is well below 
the provincial norm. 
Our hope is that the new 
capacity added during the 
COVID-19 response will 
stay open in the long term 
so that our acute care bed 
capacity is better aligned 
with the provincial norm,” 
said Gagnon. 

the horses [are] racing in, 
you know, just bring fans 
back out again.”

“It is a totally differ-
ent atmosphere,” said 
Knox. “Being able to have 
spectators on site and at a 
bigger capacity definitely 
ramps up the excitement. 
The drivers on the track 
can hear the people 
cheering for them. It’s 
just not the same without 
the spectators there.”

One unique thing 
about the sport of horse 
racing is that the tracks 
are integral for the sports 
survival. While trainers 
and drivers can still train 
their own horses, Knox 
explains that “racing 

couldn’t happen without 
the racetrack.”

“It was tough to see the 
industry kind of strug-
gling to get through the 
pandemic, but like all 
industries that it affected 
everyone,” Knox contin-
ued. “We’re just, happy to 
be able to open the doors 
to them again.”

Just like other indus-
tries adapting to the 
lockdown, Grand River 
Raceway has had to lean 
on their digital way of 
conducting business 
more than ever before. 
This need has brought 
forth some positive 
changes in the way 
they support spectators 
remotely.

HOSPITALS: Taking aim at "hallway healthcare"

St. Mary’s General Hospital president Lee Fairclough with some of the staff at the Kitchener facility, 
which will receive an extra $5.7 million from the province. Justine Fraser

“There’s certain things 
like our betting contest, 
for instance, they all 
moved online as of last 
year,” said Knox. 
“We probably will go 
forward with doing that 
from here on out, it is 
a bit more streamlined 
process. And we didn’t 
really take that into 
consideration until we 
had to do it online.”

But while some of the 
betting becomes digital, 
there can be no substi-
tute for the roar of the 
crowd and the pumping 
of the hooves.

“We are hoping to 
get back to normal as 
[quickly] as possible,” 
said Knox.

RACING: Waiting for the full roar of the crowds to return
→FROM 12
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

ArtsArts The Shaw Festival this weekend launches 
Outdoors @ The Shaw, a series of concerts 
and events scheduled to take place from 
July 10 to Oct. 9. A nod to Shaw Fair and Fête 
festivities of the past, Outdoors @ The Shaw 
is part carnival, part theatre celebration.
www.shawfest.com

Meryl Penman of Brantford is the latest 
winner of Drayton Entertainment’s 50⁄50 
draw, claiming the $85,790 prize for June. 
There will be another draw again in July.
www.draytonentertainment.com 

Shaw out of doors Drayton's big draw

69 Arthur St. S., Elmira, ON

20+ years in business

Winners of our Gift of Hearing Facebook contest!

“Our reputation is your guarantee.”

earandhearingclinic.com
519-669-4425

JUSTINE FRASER
Observer Staff

ITS STAGES DARK FOR 
MORE than a year, the 
Stratford Festival will 
have actors treading the 
boards once again start-
ing July 10.

Easing of provincial 
restrictions allows the 
festival to resume, though 
at only 25 per cent capac-
ity in its new outdoor 
canopies, where shows 
will run three times a day 
from July 10 until the end 
of September.

“We’re out in canopies 
outdoors, three perfor-

The play’s the thing again in Stratford
Though scaled back for outdoor performances, plays will once again be taking place at the Stratford Festival as of this weekend. Submitted

mances a day at 11 a.m., 3 
and 7 p.m. Nothing more 
than an hour and a half 
long, no more than eight 
people in a cast. Now 
we’re accommodating 
600 a day where we used 
to entertain 7,000 a day,” 
said festival spokesper-
son Ann Swerdfager.

With a limited capac-
ity, shows are expected 
to sell out fast.  As in the 
past, tickets will go on 
sale for the 2021 seasons 
to members first, an early 
sale that got underway  on 
July 6, said Swerdfager.

“Members always have 
an advance purchase 

opportunity, also in that 
advance sales period 
anyone who donated 
tickets back or kept 
tickets on hold can claim 
them, so beginning July 
12 the public will have the 
opportunity to buy what 
is remaining,” she said. 

Swerdfager says the 
transition to entertaining 
patrons outdoors hasn’t 
always been an easy one, 
but it’s the only one they 
can do for now. 

It's been an adjustment 
for actors and crews alike, 
she added, as there are 
restrictions even behind 
the scenes.

The provincial guide-
lines will only allow 100 
people at each show. The 
festival began outdoor 
rehearsals earlier last 
month, and everybody 
involved is looking 
forward to moving 
indoors as soon as possi-
ble.

The 2021 season 
features six plays: A 
Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, R + J, Tomson 
Highway’s the Rez Sisters, 
Edward Albee’s Three Tall 
Women, Serving Eliza-
beth by Marcia Johnson, 
and I Am William, with 
text by Rebecca Deraspe, 

music by Chloe Lacasse 
and Benoit Landry, and 
English translation by 
Leanna Brodie.

“First of all, we want 
people to be cheered and 
well entertained. They are 
all performed by incred-
ible performers by our 
company and beyond. 
People are really going to 
experience the emotion 
at those shows. Shake-
speare’s a Midsummer 
Night’s Dream is about 
awakening from a dream 
and in a way with the 
pandemic we're all going 
to relate to that,” noted 
Swerdfager.

“Romeo and Juliet, R 
+ J, is being created for 
blind, low-sighted people. 
It’s going to be redone 
and is going to be fasci-
nating.”

“We also have the Rez 
Sisters by Tomson High-
way, written by Canada’s 
foremost First Nations 
writer. Given everything 
we’re experiencing right 
now, it’s important to 
honour these writers and 
artists. We’re going to be 
donating $5 from ticket 
sales from that show to 
the Native Women’s Asso-
ciation of Canada.”

→ FESTIVAL 24

Festival set to launch in-person performances with new season starting July 10, albeit with restrictions due to pandemic
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Grow local business | observerxtra.com/ads

Reach the right person  at the 

right time to make a purchase

T H E  P O W E R  O F  P R I N T .

The Observer is the most-widely read newspaper in our communities 
for twenty-five years. Through that time this newspaper has earned the 
trust and partnered with local businesses to deliver their advertising 
messages. Connecting with active loyal readers through professional 
journalism sets us apart from every other local advertising medium.  
Find out how The Observer can help you get the word out.
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Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

Classifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Customer Service/ Sales Position
This is a full-time inside position in our power tool, 
industrial / contractor supply store and would include 
counter sales and customer service in the store. This can 
also include phone and email order taking. 
Knowledge of power tools, computer skills and 
drivers license are assets.  

Apply with resume in person or email: joseph@millbankhardware.com
Or call 519-595-4212. Ask for Joseph Gerber

Purchasing Position
This is a full-time inside position in our power tool, 
industrial / contractor supply store and would include 
product selection and purchasing of product. This 
includes responsibility for communication and relationship 
with the vendor, purchasing of product and stock level 
management within the category.  

A general knowledge of construction, industrial and 
agricultural products are assets.  Willing to train.
Apply with resume in person or email: joseph@millbankhardware.com
Or call 519-595-4212. Ask for Joseph Gerber

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Warehouse Personnel
Currently we are looking for individuals to join our 

team as warehouse personnel. Candidates for these 
full time positions will work straight shifts from

7am to 4pm, with OT opportunities weekly. 
No experience is necessary but would be an asset. 

Duties would include:
• Bagging finished feeds
• Warehouse work
• Work area clean up
• Helping customer’s with orders

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

Benefits We offer a competitive wage, pension 
plan and group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume and three references to:
Human Resources

Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,

Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Production Worker
This fulltime position will involve straight shift 

work weekdays (Monday to Friday), evening and 
nights available with occasional Saturday shift. 
Responsibilities will include warehouse duties, 

pelleting/batching and receiving.

The successful applicant will have
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to develop effective work relation-

ships with co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively 

with customers.
At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

Benefits We offer a competitive wage, pension 
plan and group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume and three references to:
Human Resources

Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,

Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 

solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are located 
in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team members and 
respect for our customers. 

 
We are looking for a full time, permanent

Stair CNC Programmer 
and Operator

In this position you will be responsible to operate one 
of our CNC routers that machines primarily solid wood 
stair parts as well as cabinet doors. The other part of 
your responsibility will be to work in the CAM side of 
StairCon software, to create CNC code and shop Data 
for production. To be successful in this position, you 
will need a strong understanding of CNC machining, as 
well as a strong computer and software knowledge and 
the desire to create systems to improve the StairCon  
CAM software.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Attention to Detail
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• CNC Router Experience
• CAM Software Experience
• No post secondary education required
• Previous wood working experience will be an

asset

Experience
• CNC Programing: 2 years (preferred)
• Woodworking: 2 years (preferred)
• CNC Operator: 2 years (preferred)

after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a manufacturer of 
high quality kitchen cabinetry in Drayton. 

We are looking to add a motivated and 
professional individual to our

Kitchen Cabinet 
Sales & Design

team. The successful applicant will have 
experience in sales, strong people skills, and 

preferably also experience with Cabinet 
Vision software. If you enjoy working in a 
strong team environment and want the 

opportunity to grow along with the company,
then please submit your resumé to: 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 
519-638-5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. 
Thank you for your interest.

• Stair building experience will be an asset

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Word Ads and Help Wanted 
Listings Cont.  on page 18
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

Woolwich Seniors Association:  Older Adults 55+ are encouraged to stay active and 
connected from home.  Free, virtual programs are offered.  Check the website for 
updates at www.woolwichseniors.ca or email contact@woolwichseniors.ca.

Local Business Resources
FREE masks: if your business is located within Woolwich and has 50 or fewer employees, 
order your free supply of masks online at: 
https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-Mask-Request.
FREE screening kits: The workplace self screening program offered by the Greater 
Kitchener Waterloo and Cambridge Chambers of Commerce  is only available to 
businesses in the Region of Waterloo . Visit www.chambercheck.ca to learn more and to 
schedule your pick-up. 

COVID-19 Small Business Ambassador Program: Free program 
for small and medium sized businesses in the Region to 
minimize COVID-19 risks and boost staff and customer 
confi dence. Get a window decal to show you completed the 
program. 
Sign up at www.regionofwaterloo.ca/ambassador 

Businesses grants: https://reliefwithinreach.ca/waterloo-region/ 
Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business!  For more 
information about government programs and other business supports call Jenna Morris 
at 519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. 
Children under fi ve and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are 
exempt. Please be kind to those unable to wear a face covering. To make a complaint, 
call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
NEW: Self-booking is now available!
First dose: Anyone 12+
Second dose: As of today, anyone who got a mRNA fi rst dose on or before May 30 can 
book an earlier appt. (at least 28 days after your fi rst).  There is high demand - thank 
you for your patience!
Visit regionofwaterloo.ca/VaccineBook to register!

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce – Open for select services 
The Township offi ce is open to walk-in public traffi c, with staff working a mix of in offi ce 
and from home. It is recommended that you use our services offered online or phone to 
book an appointment before visiting the offi ce to ensure we are available to assist you.
There is a drop box located at the side of our building along Maple Street, which offers 
a contactless option for dropping off payments, building permits or documents.  The 
following services can be accessed through our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: 
     www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, 

Streetlights, Trees, Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit
For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or 
call 519-669-1647. For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 
519-575-4400.
To stay informed on the township’s response to COVID-19, visit: 
www.woolwich.ca/COVID19

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
The Township of Woolwich recreation facilities are closed and all rentals and programs 
within these facilities are cancelled pending continued monitoring of provincial 
regulations.  
Outdoor recreational amenities such as the Bolender Park splashpad, skate park, 
tennis/pickleball courts, basketball courts, off-leash dog parks, playgrounds, outdoor 
parks, and recreational areas are now open. Baseball diamonds and soccer fi elds are 
open for permitted training only. Please note that park amenities are not sanitized, and 
users should have personal hand sanitizer on hand.
Residents are encouraged to stay active by getting outside and enjoying the outdoors 
or by visiting our website at www.woolwich.ca/stayactive for games, virtual fi tness and 
other activities to keep you engaged this spring.

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com
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NOW HIRING!
Millside Industries in Wallenstein 

currently has a position opening for

Customer Service/General 
Office Worker

Position would require Friendly customer service. 
Computer skills, quickbooks/excel spread sheets etc.

Be able to work in a fast paced environment. 
Must be able to work with a group and 

independently. Experience in sales.
If interested please send your resume to 
john@millside.ca or fax to 519-669-0742
We thank all resumes, but not all persons may be contacted.

Lorentz Farms Ltd. 
Mill operators and night shift loader 

tractor driver/general labourer needed. 
Mechanically inclined, computer knowledge 
helpful, some equipment operation required.  

Call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

HELP WANTED
Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

 ↆ P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated farm manager. 
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general clean 
up. Some weekend and after hours work.

Competitive wage.

Bookkeeper

The Company: EFS-plastics is one of North America’sleading plastic 
recyclers, focused on converting post-consumer mixed plastics 
(#3-7) and plastic filminto high-quality resin pellets. As global 
concern around plastic waste rises, EFS looks to grow by providing 
a sustainable alternative to virgin plastic. We currently have two 
locations in Listowel, ON and Hazelton, PA.

• Our mission is to protect the environment and reduce waste 
by processing post-consumer recycled plastics into a viable, 
mainstream resource.

• We believe in being trusted partners for our customers, loyal 
neighbours in our communities, and consistent stewards of 
our environment. 

The Position: We’re looking for a Bookkeeper who is eager to work 
with our Accounting and Management team. 

Responsibilities:
• Ensuring that records are maintained to report in accordance 

with generally accepted accounting principles
• Responsible for AR
• Perform AP activities including invoice processing and 

data entry
• Invoicing
• HST filing 
• Working with our accountant/controller on year end

Requirements:
• Bookkeeper certificate
• 5 years experience
• Experienced with Sage 50, QuickBooks and Excel
• Motivated and self-driven
• Accurate with strong attention to detail
• Excellent communication skills
• Work well in a team environment

Why Should You Apply? 
• Receive a competitive salary and leading industry benefits 
• Be on the frontier of addressing the growing plastic 

waste problem

Please apply by email: jobs@efs-plastics.ca

Grow the circular economy and your career with us.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

Continued from page 16

Apply in person with resume to: 3685 NAFZIGER RD. WELLESLEY

or email: rgerber.schmidtsville@gmail.com    or Call 519-656-2430 

Help Wanted
All positions available. 
Full time, and part time 

daytime hours.

Help Wanted

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

Help Wanted

For Sale
LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haff-
n e r  T r u c k i n g ,  
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

Produce
FALL HARVEST FARM 
SEASONAL MARKET. 
1011 Gerber Road, 
corner of Moser Young 
and Gerber. Closed 
Mondays, Tues Fri. 10 - 
6, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10 - 5. 
226-791-7601.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Looking for an energetic individual 
to help full time in my on farm 

Custom Wood and Metal Shop. 
Planing Services/Metal Furniture 

Components. Willing to Train.

NOW HIRING

Call or text Ian 226 750 3074

Third Line Enterprise 
7212 Third Line Elmira Ont.

Farm 
Services

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking  
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

OAT & PEAS FOR 
F O R AG E  C OV E R 
CROPS - Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
WANTED - SHORT 
B L AC K  H A I R E D 
puppy. Mortorcycle, 
up to 500 cc or more, 
in decent shape, used. 
Someone to trim trees 
and clean up. Call 
519-699-4461.

Trades & 
Services

C. BRUBACHER HAUL-
ING ELMIRA, ON  
(519)  500-2344 
cbrubacherhauling@
gmail.com Email/text/
phone to schedule your 
booking today!

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Garage Sales
M U LT I  FA M I LY 
GARAGE SALES IN 
Linwood. 5134 Ament 
Line and 44 Adelaide 
St. Thursday July 8 
and Friday July 9th, 
8 a.m. - ? Bargains for 
everyone!

YARD SALE JULY 
10TH, RAIN OR SHINE. 
Dremel, router, nails, 
screws, bolts, drills, 
small magnets, hand 
tools and other junk for 
the handyman-farmer. 
62 Rivers ide at 
Anne Street, Elmira.  
8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

100%
Local
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 ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
ESSENTIAL TRANSPORTATION

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions 

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.
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Kaster, Marie
Marie Terese Kaster (nee Hoch) passed 
away peacefully June 20 at Chartwell 
LTC home, Elmira, with her loving 
family by her side. Marie was in her 
81st year. Beloved wife of Fred (62 
years). Cherished mother of Fred Jr. 
(Connie) of Elmira, Wendy (Dwayne) 
of Floradale. Will be deeply missed 
by her grandchildren Kelsey (Trent), 
Darcie, Kristen (Russell), Natasha 
(Steve), Ashley and Victoria. Loving 
Great Grandmother to Hudson, Isla 
and Brielle. Predeceased by her 
parents Jack & Florence (Parker), 
brothers & sisters Jack, Leone, Verna, 
Bill (Betty), Ross and Robert. Survived 
by her sister Laurene and many nieces 
and nephews. The Kaster family would 
like to thank friends and neighbours 
for their support. To all the staff at 
St. Mary’s Hospital (cardiac unit and 
Fifth floor), Grand River Hospital 
and Freeport Hospital. Special thank 
you to the staff at Chartwell LTC 
Elmira for their compassionate care. 
Cremation has taken place and there 
will be a private Funeral Service. A 
gathering to remember Marie will 
take place following the service from 
2 – 4 & 6 – 8 p.m. on Tuesday July 
13, 2021 at Memory Gardens Funeral 
Home 2723 Victoria St. N. Breslau. 
Due to Covid 19 restrictions please 
schedule a time to visit at Memory 
Gardens 519 904 0400.  As expression 
of sympathy donations to Heart 
and Stroke, Diabetes or a charity of 
your choice.  If so desired a book of 
online condolences may be signed at  
www.memorycemetery.ca .

 ❖ www.memorycemetery.ca

Playford, Carolyn
On Wednesday, June 30, 2021, Carolyn 
Mae Playford (nee Brown), went home 
to be with her Saviour in her 81st 
year. Carolyn was born on January 
12, 1941 in Kingston, ON to William 
and Florence Brown. She pursued 
her love of children and teaching by 
earning her teaching certificate in 
Stratford, ON in 1962. On December 
21, 1963, Carolyn married David 
Playford in Hanover, ON. Carolyn 
was a teacher, businesswoman, and 
volunteer in the community, but her 
greatest love was her role as a wife, 
mother, and grandmother. Her love 
for her Lord, music, teaching, cooking, 
and travelling will be remembered by 
all those who knew her. She will be 
forever remembered by her husband 
of 58 years David Playford; her sons 
Todd (Kerri), Scott (Libby), and Sean 
(Rachel); her grandchildren Kara, 
Luke, Julia, Andrew, Laura, Nathan, 
Nicole, Natasha, Micah, and Nakia; 
and her five great-grandchildren 
Layne, Greyson, Jace, Jaxson, and 
Sophie. Carolyn is survived by her 
brother Richard Brown, sisters-in-law 
Karen Lehnen and Ruthanne Playford, 
brother-in-law Clare Bauman, and 
many nieces and nephews. She is 
predeceased by her parents W.T. and 
Florence Brown, brother Douglas, 
parents-in-law Liddell and Vivian 
Playford, sisters-in-law Karen Brown 
and Janet Bauman, and brother-in-
law Richard Lehnen. Visitation took 
place on Tuesday, July 6, 2021 from 
2 - 5 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, 62 Arthur Street S., Elmira. 
A family funeral service was held 
on Wednesday, July 7, 2021 at 11 a.m. 
with interment following in Elmira 
Union Cemetery. The livestreamed 
service will be available to view on 
Carolyn’s tribute page of the funeral 
home website. Memorial donations to 
Gideons International Canada would 
be appreciated by the family, and can 
be made through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary Obituary

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Congratulations to Ray 
on his 80th Birthday

Join us for a DRIVE BY on  
Sunday, July 11th between 2 and  

4 p.m. at 17 Pheasant Drive.

July 13th

Happy birthday from your family,  
Elinor, Kent and Carolyn, Krista and 

Leon, Todd and Nikki, Cody and  
Chelsey, Alissa, Braiden. 

Birthday

Brubacher, Melinda
Peacefully passed away, surrounded 
by her loving family, on Monday July 
5, 2021 at the age of 71. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira. For visitation and 
service information, or to leave a 
condolence for the family, please  
visit Melinda’s tribute page on the 
funeral home website.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

EARLE, ELIZABETH ANN (NEE RICE) PASSED 
AWAY PEACEFULLY ON JUNE 26, 2021 AT THE 
Hospice of Waterloo Region. She was born 
September 21, 1934

HUSCHKA, KYLE THOMAS ROBERT (1983 - 
2021) ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30, 2021, KYLE 
lost his hard-fought journey to having a transplant.

Death Notices

New 4-H activity kit helps 
support youth mental health

ALEX FILIPE 
Observer Staff

A NEW MENTAL 
HEALTH ACTIVITY kit 
called Unbox Your Mind 
is the latest project of 
4-H Canada. The kit will 
provide tools, support, 
and guidance for 4-H 
leaders, families, and 
youth members, as well as 
non-4-H families, groups, 
and youth, to foster better 
mental health wellness.

“The Unbox Your Mind 
kit is part of a suite of 
initiatives that we did 
this year to provide youth 
at home with activi-
ties that they could do, 
either with their clubs 
socially distanced, or 
independently over zoom 
or even just with their 
families,” said 4-H Canada 
spokesperson Elizabeth 
Jarvis.

The Unbox Your Mind 
kit is different from 
the traditional support 
provided by 4-H Canada 
in that it is open to youth 
and families that aren't 
a part of 4-H, a not-for-
profit, non-governmental 
organization governed 
by a volunteer board of 
directors whose mission 
is ‘To empower youth to 
be responsible, caring and 
contributing leaders that 

effect positive change in 
the world around them.’ 

“For the first time, we 
made our resources avail-
able to the general public, 
just because we know that 
youth and families are 
looking for activities and 
things to brighten their 
day in this COVID world,” 
said Jarvis.

With most activities and 
ways to connect now going 
online, the Unbox Your 
Mind kit serves as a reli-
able offline resource for 
families and youth living 
in rural areas with a lack of 
high-speed internet.

“Rural Internet – there's 
a lot of problems with it,” 
said John Drummond, 
Waterloo 4-H Club leader. 
“When we offer our virtual 
experiences, it's always 
a challenge when your 
internet connection is 
going on and off. I think 
these kits are a way to try 
to give kids and families 
a 4-H experience even if 
they are not having an 
in-person or virtual expe-
rience.”

With more than 80 per 
cent of 4-H’s users coming 
from an on-farm or rural 
community, the organi-
zation is acutely aware of 
challenges facing rural 
internet connectivity.

“[Rural internet connec-

tivity issues] is one of the 
reasons why we decided 
that this was such an 
important thing to have. 
Not only something to get 
youth, continuing that 
hands-on learning expe-
rience with 4-H, but also 
building skills and having 
fun and getting outside,” 
said Jarvis. “We are aware 
that connectivity is an 
issue and youth are sick of 
being in front of screens, 
so certainly it was a way to 
reach them.”

While it is a good cause, 
4-H Canada is not focused 
simply on youth’s mental 
health. The organization 
also has activities such 
as the “My Plate and the 
Planet” program that 
touches on food and its 
relation to healthy living.

“There's so many great 
opportunities to get 
outside and get gardening 
and do that as a family,” 
said Jarvis. “But [My Plate 
and the Planet] also talks 
about food security and 
that idea of sitting down 
and having a meal with 
your family and how 
much of an impact that 
can have on our health.”

See the website, 
4-H-Canada.ca, for more 
information on the Unbox 
Your Mind kit and other 
4-H programs.

Children and families cool off at the Elmira splash pad on a hot summer afternoon.  ALEX FILIPE
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here At its AGM last month, the Humane Soci-
ety of Kitchener Waterloo & Stratford Perth 
presented 2020 figures that show 1,626 
animals rescued, 1,139 animals found a 
new home and 443 animals returned home. 
There were 147 foster families that fostered 
563 animals. There were 1,385 wildlife calls 
responded to by animal service officers and 
1,671 birds and animals retrieved.

This week saw the launch of what is being 
dubbed the “hockey hub ” vaccination clinic 
model at Bingemans in Kitchener. As of 
today (Thursday), the clinic will be opera-
tional and administering first and second 
doses of the Moderna vaccine to residents 
of Waterloo Region who are 18 years of age 
and older. Walk-ins will be welcome for first 
doses.

Humane Society stats New vaccine clinic

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Do you fi nd your wiper blades don’t properly 
clear your windshield when it is raining?

Wiper blades wear from a variety of things like being 
exposed to the sun as well as from general use. 

If you have any concerns that they are not performing 
properly, we recommend trying a new set! 

Feel free to stop by anytime, we are happy to 
install a new set on your vehicle for you! 

Georgie and Bruce Hutchison, residents of Chartwell Elmira, celebrated their 70th anniversary this week. Submitted

Definitely in it for the long haul
JUSTINE FRASER
Observer Staff

CHARTWELL ELMIRA 
WAS THE SCENE of a 
special event this week, as 
Georgie and Bruce Hutchi-
son celebrated their 70th 
wedding anniversary.

The two were married 
on Saturday, July 7, 1951 
at 2 p.m. at the Baptist 
church in Springfield, Ont. 
They just happened to be 
the first couple married at 
that church, which is why 
Georgie was given a white 
Bible that she has kept 
ever since walking with it 
on her wedding day. 

Staff at Chartwell 
wanted to make the plati-

num anniversary special 
for them. 

Program support 
services manager Chari-
ty-Mae Votary says they’ll 
be setting up a special date 
for just the two of them, 
where they can relive the 
first time they met. Their 
daughter will be bring-
ing in a tablecloth that 
the couple used to use at 
home.

“They met when she was 
working at an ice cream 
shop at the mess in their 
area. Bruce used to come 
over, and he used to stay 
a little too long – he paid 
for a single scoop and she 
gave him a double, and 
the rest just fell into place 

after that,” said Votary.
Inspired by her love 

story with Bruce, Geor-
gie wrote multiple books 
about their relationship 
over the years, mainly for 
their children.

“However, as the years 
passed, we began to 
realize that many of our 
dreams were more likely 
to succeed because there 
were two of us to share 
them. When times were 
tough, there was someone 
close at hand to lean on; 
when there was joy in our 
lives, there was someone 
with whom we could share 
that joy,” reads a para-
graph from one of Geor-
gie’s book. → ANNIVERSARY 24

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: Our 
toddler has shown signs 
that she might be allergic 
to our dog. We have had 
our dog for eight years, 
and the dog seems to be 
fond of our daughter. Do 
you have any tips for how 
we can safely keep our 
dog without sacrificing 
our child's health?

ANSWER: Pets are an 
important part of many 
families. In most cases, 
you should be able to 
keep your dog while 
keeping your daughter 
safe.

Allergies occur when 
your immune system 
reacts to a foreign 
substance. Pet allergies 
often are triggered by 
exposure to pet urine or 
saliva. These allergies 
also can be triggered by 
dander, the dead flakes 
of skin that an animal 
sheds. Dander is a partic-
ular problem because it 
is small and can remain 
airborne for long periods 
of time with even the 
slightest bit of air circu-
lation. Dander collects 
easily in upholstered 
furniture and sticks to 
clothing.

For people with pet 
allergies, exposure to 
these allergens can lead 
to various symptoms. The 
most common symptoms 
include sneezing; runny 
nose; itchy, red or watery 
eyes; nasal congestion; 
and postnasal drip. In 
a child, you may see 
frequent rubbing of the 
nose. For those with a 
history of asthma, symp-
toms also may include 
coughing, wheezing, 

chest tightness or short-
ness of breath. In some 
people, skin symptoms 
may occur in the form 
of itchy skin, hives or 
eczema.

To reduce the effects of 
a pet allergy, an import-
ant first step for your 
daughter is to encour-
age hand-washing after 
petting the dog to mini-
mize allergen exposure to 
the eyes or nose. Another 
key component is to keep 
at least one place in your 
home dander-free. It may 
be best to keep the dog 
out of your daughter's 
bedroom, since it is likely 
that she spends at least 
eight hours of each day 
there.

In addition to imple-
menting environmental 
changes, you also can try 
nonprescription reme-
dies. Several over-the-
counter medications, 
such as antihistamines 
and nasal corticoste-
roids, may relieve allergy 
symptoms. For example, 
oral antihistamines ease 
itching, sneezing and 
runny nose by reducing 
the production of hista-
mine, the primary media-
tor in an allergic reaction. 
Nasal corticosteroid 
sprays reduce nasal swell-
ing, sneezing and conges-
tion. For more persistent 
symptoms, prescription 
medications, such as 
montelukast, or Singu-
lair, also may help.

I would encourage you 
to speak to your pediatri-
cian about any specific 
medications or other 
efforts that may be valu-
able, given your personal 

Children with animal 
allergies can live 

comfortably with pets

→ MAYO CLINIC 23

Couple at Chartwell Elmira this week celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary
“Of course, everyone 

was certain that we were 
‘too young’ – Nat King 
Cole’s ballad “too Young” 
was at the top of the hit 
parade charts at that time 
and we thought it must 
have been written just for 
us. Well as you can see, we 
did survive, not without 
struggle, but it was the 
struggle that eventually 
gave us a totally differ-
ent meaning to the word 
‘love,’” reads a favourite 
quote of Votary’s from one 
of Georgie’s books.

Many people living at 
the Chartwell residence 
and the staff who work 
there can easily see how 
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 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

The Parables of Jesus:
The Unforgiving Servant

www.elmiramennonite.ca
Erv Wiens Preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Making strawberries 
dance the salsa

So it seems as though 
strawberry season 

was late this year, but 
maybe I’m just late – not 
sure which!

Either way, you have 
to be careful not to blink 
as typically when the 
calendar turns to July, it’s 
practically over. You can, 
of course, make this recipe 
with imported berries, but 
nothing beats the fresh 
local strawberries. What’s 
a great second choice, 
however, is the fact that 
we can now get Ontario 
hothouse strawberries 
well beyond the regular 
season.

This recipe is such a 
great light, refreshing 
dish on a hot day, which 
we’re definitely  getting 
plenty of. It goes really 
well on top of rice or a 

fancy risotto or even just a 
pile of your favourite salad 
greens for a lighter meal.

Upon reading this 
recipe you might at first 
glance be concerned 
about pairing onions and 
strawberries in the same 
bowl – but don’t panic, I 
haven’t lost my mind.

We’re making  salsa here 
and, no, it does not have 
tomatoes.

Fruit salsas are so nice, 
especially in the summer-
time with a piece of grilled 
meat or fish. They are 
sweet, moist, and some-
times a bit spicy – every-
thing your summer should 
strive to be!

ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts private 
events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast 
and lunch in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

▢ 2 lb boneless chicken 
breasts

▢ 1 serrano or jalapeno 
pepper

▢ 2 garlic cloves, 
minced

▢ 2 Tbsp. raspberry 
vinegar

▢ 1⁄4 cup olive oil

▢ Salt, pepper, fennel 
seed, chili powder

CHEF   
DUFF 

Recipes from 
the chef's table

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

SATURDAY, JULY 10
▢ The Woolwich Gardeners’ self-directed Garden 
Tour is back!  9 a.m. to 2 p.m. There are 8 delightfully 
different gardens in Elmira. For info or tickets please 
email barbs@rogers.com or call 519-580-7584. 
Please wear a mask.

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 Woolwich Community Services
 Woolwich Counseling Centre
 Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, 

Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND:

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Wool-
wich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide 
for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an applica-
tion process are in place, it should be noted 
that in unique, complex, crisis and acute 
circumstances funds may be provided at the 
discretion of the Fund Review Committee, 
assuming the core criteria of the fund 
are met.

“What a great example of the barn-raising 
spirit that has always existed in Woolwich,” 
said Mayor Shantz about the Fund during 
her video announcement on what would 
have been the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival day. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Grilled Chicken Breast 
with Spicy Strawberry Salsa

1. Marinade chicken 
for at least an hour.

2. Combine salsa 
ingredients and 
allow to soak.

3. Drain chicken and 
sear on med-hot grill 

about 3 minutes per 
side or until cooked 
through (internal 
temp of 74C) – rest.

4. Slice chicken and 
lay over top of desired 
accompaniment, 
top with salsa.

▢ 1 lb Ontario straw-
berries, cleaned and 
sliced

▢ 1 serrano pepper

▢ 2 Tbsp. raspberry 
vinegar

▢ 1 Tbsp. honey

▢ 1 Tbsp. crushed 
ginger

▢ 1 bunch mint, 
chopped

▢ ½   a red onion, finely 
diced

▢ Salt & pepper

For the chicken:

For the salsa:
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ACROSS
1. State in NE India
6. Best
10. Halftime lead, e.g.
14. More needy
15. Fuse
16. Arm bone
18. Be silent, in music
19. Expressed grief
21. Carry blood
22. Reprimand
24. Obscure by 

condensation.
26. Not mono
27. Ado
29. 50-50, e.g.
30. Secrection
32. "Saturday Night 

Fever" music
33. Accustom
35. Lulu
37. Abbr. after a comma
38. Removals
40. Lifted, so to speak
41. Cyberpunk game

43. Be slack-jawed
44. Individual
45. Zaris
47. "___ the season ..."
48. Doom makers
49. Biblical shepherd
50. Nonsexual
51. Blackens
53. Caffeine source
54. Iced, with "up"
55. Newton, e.g.
56. Insignificant
57. A Swiss army knife 

has lots of them
58. "Hey there!"

DOWN
1. Aardvark's morsel
2. Brand, in a way
3. Withdrawal
4. Crack
5. An edge made of two 

45 degree angles
6. Music
7. Double

8. Accomplishments
9. Discontinued
11. Fees
12. Beautiful people
13. Boredom
17. Sprinkles with 

holy water
20. It's happening again
21. Computer woe
23. Border lake
24. Typically part 

of a mosque
25. __, __ and away!
28. Mezzo Berganza
31. Current
34. Persian, e.g.
36. Most kind
38. Form of ether
39. "Paradise Lost," e.g.
40. Buttonhole, e.g.
42. Babysitter's handful
45. Myself
46. Marks subject of 

destination
52. Connect again
54. Total

ↆ X - W O R D

Whole-Wheat Raspberry Muffins
▢ Vegetable oil 
spray

▢ 3 cups whole 
wheat flour

▢ 2 1⁄2 teaspoons 
baking powder

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon 
baking soda

▢ 1 teaspoon salt

▢ 2 large eggs

▢ 4 tablespoons 
unsalted butter, 
melted and cooled

▢ 1⁄4 cup vegetable 
oil

▢ 1 cup sugar plus 

2 tablespoons sugar, 
measured separately

▢ 1 1⁄4 cups buttermilk

▢ 1 1⁄2 teaspoons 
vanilla extract

▢ 2 cups fresh or 
frozen raspberries (do 
not thaw if frozen)

1. Adjust the oven rack 
to the middle position 
and heat the oven to 
375 degrees. Spray 
a 12-cup muffin tin, 
including the top, with 
vegetable oil spray.

2. In a medium bowl, 
whisk together flour, 
baking powder, baking 
soda and salt.

3. In a large bowl, whisk 
eggs, melted butter, oil 
and 1 cup sugar until 
combined. Add butter-
milk and vanilla to the 
sugar mixture and whisk 
until well combined.

4. Add the flour mixture 
and use a rubber spatula 
to gently stir until just 
combined and no dry 
flour is visible. Gently 
stir raspberries into 
batter. Do not overmix.

5. Spray a 1⁄3 cup dry 
measuring cup with 
vegetable oil spray. Use 
the greased measuring 
cup to divide the batter 
evenly among the muffin 
cups. Sprinkle the remain-
ing 2 tablespoons sugar 
evenly over the batter.

6. Place the muffin tin 
in the oven. Bake until 
the muffins are golden 

brown and a toothpick 
inserted in the center 
of 1 muffin comes out 
clean, 20 to 25 minutes.

7. Remove muffin tin 
from oven. Place muffin 
tin on a cooling rack and 
let muffins cool in muffin 
tin for 15 minutes.

8. Using your finger-
tips, gently wiggle the 
muffins to loosen them 
from the muffin tin and 
transfer them directly to 
a cooling rack. Let the 
muffins cool for at least 10 
minutes before serving.
cilantro and walnuts.

Raspberries add pops of flavour 
and colour to these muffins

Looking for a sweet 
bite in the morning? 

Adding raspberries to your 
muffin batter yields a tasty 
bite the whole family will 
enjoy. And while you're 
snacking on these deli-
cious muffins, you can 
teach the kids some fun 
facts about raspberries!

For example, even 

though raspberries are 
fruits, they are actually 
NOT berries. Scientifi-
cally speaking, berries are 
fruits whose seeds and 
flesh come from just one 

flower. A single raspberry 
is actually made up of lots 
of tiny round fruits, each 
with its own seed. There-
fore, a raspberry is called 
a composite fruit. Look 
at a raspberry up close 
or under a magnifying 
glass, and you can see the 
individual fruits. How cool 
is that?

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes 
developed by professional test cooks and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

ↆ S U D O K U

TIM LOUIS

1187 Fischer-Hallman Rd. 
Unit 624, Kitchener, ON N2E 4H9
(519) 578-3777
Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca
TimLouisMP.ca

Member of Parliament
Kitchener-Conestoga

family situation. If your 
daughter's symptoms 
worsen, you will want to 
visit with an allergist to 
discuss whether allergy 
testing and shots are 
needed.

Allergy shots are a form 
of immunotherapy that 
involves receiving aller-
gens in small incremental 
doses. Shots are initially 

given weekly, and the 
concentration of allergen 
is gradually increased to 
a maintenance dose over 
three to six months. The 
maintenance shot is then 
given monthly for three 
to five years. Allergy 
shots reduce symptoms 
by desensitizing the 
body's immune system 
to the allergens to which 
one is reactive.

→ FROM 21

MAYO CLINIC:  Options for living with pet allergies
A combination of 

allergy medication and 
environmental changes 
often can help control 
pet allergies, making it 
unnecessary to remove 
a family pet from the 
home. In almost all 
cases, the physical and 
emotional benefits pets 
can offer children far 
outweigh the issues aller-
gies might cause. 

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

The festival is also 
continuing its Stratfest 
@ Home program, an 
online viewing service 
that Stratford is incor-
porating this year due to 
the pandemic. There are 
plans to grow it, in fact. 

“We’ve had a huge 
response from people 
with the online program-
ming. In the first three 
months alone, we had 

over 1.2 million viewers. 
People have really been 
taking advantage – they 
have been subscribing 
to our email list. It is a 
wonderful way for us 
to get the festival out 
there and get people 
seeing it. And enter-
tain our patrons. We’re 
going to film it and put 
it on our website,” added 
Swerdfager.

The subscription 

FESTIVAL: Making changes to allow for reopening
service has allowed the 
Stratford Festival to stay 
connected with their 
patrons while providing 
entertainment for the 
public even as live theatre 
was not permitted.

“I think it’s going to 
be beautiful to come to 
Stratford. It’s summer, 
things are reopening, al 
fresco dining – every-
one’s making it come 
together.”

→ FROM 15

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

PAD ATTACHEDPAD ATTACHED
12”X24”CLICK12”X24”CLICK

VINYL TILESVINYL TILES

8989¢¢
FROM /SQ FT

REG 4.99

IN STOCK!

HIGH-GLOSSHIGH-GLOSS
LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK!

LUXURYLUXURY
CLICKCLICK
VINYLVINYL

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

12”X24”12”X24”
PORCELAIN PORCELAIN 

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

8”X8”8”X8”
PRINTEDPRINTED

TILESTILES

$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

3/4” THICK 6.5” WIDE3/4” THICK 6.5” WIDE
WHITE OAK WHITE OAK 

ENGINEERED HARDWOODENGINEERED HARDWOOD

$$449999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

IN STOCK!

AC4 COMMERCIALAC4 COMMERCIAL
12MM THICK12MM THICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115959
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

3”X6” OR 4”X12”3”X6” OR 4”X12”
SUBWAYSUBWAY

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK!

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

IN STOCK!

47” WIDE VINYL47” WIDE VINYL
STAIR TREADS STAIR TREADS 

STEP & RISER INCLUDEDSTEP & RISER INCLUDED

$$65659999
FROM EACH

��������
��������������
IN-STORE SHOPPING

M-F SAT SUN
10-59-6 9-6

5.5” WIDE5.5” WIDE
CONTEMPORARYCONTEMPORARY

6” WIDE6” WIDE
SQUARESQUARE

3/7” WIDE3/7” WIDE
COLONIALCOLONIAL

$$119999
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

$$222929
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.99

$$007979
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

BASEBOARDS

in love Georgie and 
Bruce still are even 70 
years later.

“I know that their love is 
vibrant and apparent when 
you see them together, 
which that sometimes 
fades out. After working 
at a couple of homes, I see 
some people who are just 
kinda there together. They 
still make sure they hold 
hands and compliment 
each other,” added Votary.

“The children are still 
very involved.  They have a 
routine – she tends to stay 
in her room, she reads or 
writes, she loves chatting, 
she’s social, her husband’s 
a people watcher – he 

makes sure to bring the 
newspaper back to Geor-
gie.”

Weddings 70 years ago 
were different than they 
are today, in many ways. 
The village of Springfield 
helped celebrate Georgie 
and Bruce’s wedding, 
giving them an abundance 
of gifts to help get their life 
started. Georgie was just 
out of high school when 
they married, and Bruce 
was in the Royal Canadian 
Air Force.

“The generosity of the 
villagers was especially 
appreciated, in our case, 
because it enabled us to 
start our lives with most 
of the necessities for 

housekeeping and a few 
cherished extras besides. 
I can remember how 
embarrassed I was when, 
thinking that the last 
basket had been brought 
in, I rose to thank everyone 
and in came another load. 
You really don’t know how 
many people are interested 
in your happiness until  
special occasions give 
them the opportunity to 
show it,” wrote Georgie. 

“As we left Springfield 
with an abundance of gifts 
to start a new life together, 
we also took with us many 
fond memories of a caring 
community who shared 
our happiness and gave us 
their blessing.”

ANNIVERSARY: It's platinum for the 70th
→ FROM 21

The Stratford Festival is taking it outdoors this sum-
mer, reopening next week. Submitted


