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Plans for a small residential subdivision on Union Street in Elmira continue to meet with resistance from Woolwich councillors, with noise issues leading a list of concerns. Submitted

Hawk Ridge developer back to the drawing board ... again
Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

STILL UNCONVINCED 
A RESIDENTIAL SUBDI-
VISION should be located 
next to Elmira’s Union 
Street industrial area, 
Woolwich councillors want 
to see more changes to the 
plan submitted by Hawk 
Ridge Homes.

Meeting by videoconfer-
ence Tuesday night, Wool-

wich councillors opposed 
a staff recommendation 
to approve the residential 
project, calling instead for 
yet more adjustments that 
might help ward off future 
problems, particularly 
noise related to the late-
night shunting of trains. 

The proximity to the 
Lanxess chemical plant 
and the CCC Sulphur 
Products facility have been 
lingering concerns over 

possible noise and odour 
issues.

This week’s decision 
follows a similar council 
move last fall. Previously, 
Hawk Ridge Homes 
had twice been turned 
down by Woolwich, the 
region and the Ontario 
Municipal Board since 
first pitching the idea 
for a subdivision at the 
former apple orchard site 
on Union Street in 2009. 

The latest revised plans 
calls for 12 single-family 
and 24 semi-detached 
homes. Currently dead 
ends, Bauman and College 
streets would be opened 
up to Union Street, 
allowing for north-south 
lot configurations on the 
property bounded by First 
Street to the south.

Noise issues were a 
major concern this week, 
as the company’s mitiga-

tion plans were found to 
contain errors in the noise 
modelling done – specif-
ically, the assumption of 
a nine-metre berm/fence, 
a longstanding error that 
would simply be unwork-
able. With more accurate 
numbers, the modelling 
was unable to mitigate 
nighttime noise to accept-
able levels as outlined by 
the Ministry of Environ-
ment. → HAWK RIDGE 5

Instead, the company 
is proposing to have the 
development deemed 
what is known as a “Class 
4” area, a provincial desig-
nation that provides more 
leeway in terms of land use 
compatibility. 

Arlene Beaumont, a 
planner with W.E. Ough-
tred & Associates repre-
senting the applicant, said 
the Class 4 designation has 

jobs.observerxtra.comLocal job recruiting just got an upgrade.
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Millions of people across 
Ontario have received their 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

Health Canada-approved vaccines 
are conveniently available at hospitals, 
doctors’ offices, pharmacies and 
mass vaccination sites. And every dose 
brings us closer to what we’ve missed.

Book your appointment today at
ontario.ca/bookvaccine or call 1-888-999-6488 
for help in 300 languages.

Do your part.
Get your shot.

Paid for by the 
Government of Ontario
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We Stand on 

Guard for Thee!
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Have a safe and happy
Canada Day

Alex Filipe 
Observer Staff

A PLANNED 50-UNIT 
TOWNHOUSE DEVEL-
OPMENT in Wellesley 
village continues to raise 
concerns from residents, 
with opposition surfacing 
again at Tuesday night’s 
virtual council meeting.

In a split decision, the 
township approved the 
condominium plan none-
theless.

In a written submission, 
Jamie and Karen Gerber 
raised issues relating to 
impacted privacy and lack 
of access for emergency 
equipment should the 
development at 1016 and 
1018 Doering St. get the 
go-ahead.

“The only space we 
have for privacy is our 
backyards. This access 
easement will increase 
backyard traffic, having a 
detrimental impact to our 
quality of life,” wrote the 
Gerbers.

“The condominium 
development has narrow 
streets that limit access to 

Wellesley gives go-ahead to 
townhouse development over 
neighbours’ ongoing concerns

emergency equipment and 
could at times be impass-
able because of parked 
cars,” they added.

A second letter was 
also sent by Stan and 
Fran Klassen agreeing 
with the issues raised by 
the Gerbers and adding 
that some residents have 
already decided to move 
out of the community.

“This is only a taste of 
what is to come, especially 
with a self-regulated, 
extremely dense subdivi-
sion. One neighbour has 
already sold to avoid a 
devalued, noisy property,” 
wrote the Klassens.

The lone vote against 
the project came from 
Ward 1 Coun. Shelley 
Wagner. 

“I am not a big fan of the 
density that is pushed by 
the province in the region, 
as far as developments 
in the rural towns,” said 
Wagner.

The planned develop-
ment originally called 
for 61 units but was later 
reduced to 50 after push-
back from council. Wagner 

said she believes that 50 
is still too much and will 
bring incompatible higher 
densities to the area, 
noting the decision now 
rests with the applicant.

The project submit-
ted by 2046680 Ontario 
Inc. (Jim Flynn) calls 
for the construction of 
46 townhomes and one 
semi-detached unit  to go 
along with a pair of exist-
ing single-family homes 
that will be retained. The 
development will take 
place on 7.75 acres of land.

“At the end of the day, 
that would be up to the 
developer if they’re going 
to try to lessen anything,” 
said Wagner. “But as far as 
the township is concerned, 
[the 50 units] has been 
passed. The way they’ve 
got it set would be what 
they can go forward with.”

Where the township 
would normally expect 
a five-per-cent parkland 
dedication, or cash in lieu, 
in a development, Welles-
ley is accepting a two-acre 
strip of land in the flood-
plain along the east side.
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three A new Farmer’s Market Trail linking North-
field Drive and Farmer’s Market Road gets 
under construction at month’s end, the region 
having awarded a contract to Capital Paving 
Inc. The company’s $2.086-million bid was 
the lowest of four received. In addition to a 
three-metre-wide multiuse trail, the work 
includes lighting, rest areas, retaining walls 
and drainage improvements along the route.

More than two years in the making, a new 
plan for tackling Elmira’s contaminated 
groundwater moved one step closer this 
week, earning a stamp of approval from 
Woolwich council. The so-called optimi-
zation plan calls for changes to the MoE 
control order in place since 1992,  speed-
ing up the rehabilitation of groundwater. 
From the June 26, 2004 edition of The Observer

A new trail in the works From the archives

building centre

JL’s Duke St
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30%
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Kitchener provides temporary location for tent city residents
Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

RESIDENTS OF A 
BETTER TENT City won’t 
be leaving Kitchener, at 
least for now, as the city 
offered up temporary 
space at its snow-storage 
facility.

The site in an indus-

trial area in the southeast 
part of the city provides a 
short-term solution to the 
imminent loss of ABTC’s 
original home at the 
former event space Lot42, 
which has been sold. The 
organization had to vacate 
the property by June 20.

Kitchener has made the 
property at 1585 Battler 

Rd. available through the 
end of October, giving 
ABTC some time to find 
a longer-term home. The 
homelessness organiza-
tion had been looking to 
relocate to a vacant farm 
property near Breslau, 
but was told by Woolwich 
council earlier this month 
it would have to go through 

a formal planning process 
that could take a year or 
more to complete, with no 
guarantee of approval.

A Better Tent City 
currently houses some 
50 people in tiny homes, 
providing centralized 
washroom, shower and 
kitchen facilities.

The Battler Road 

facility is not used by the 
city during the summer 
months. It has a large, 
paved surface with berms 
that will provide some 
privacy for residents, 
the city said in a release 
announcing the decision 
June 17.

“Providing ABTC with 
the short-term use of → TEMPORARY REPRIEVE 6

this site will ensure that 
the 50 residents of the 
community will continue 
to have a home during 
the pandemic emergency 
while ABTC leadership 
continues the process 
to secure an appropriate 
location for relocation 
prior to winter.”

Alex Filipe 
Observer Staff

THE DRYER CHAIRS 
AND HAIR cutting capes 
have yet to be used at the 
Guys & Dolls Salon and 
Spa. Owner Lori Weber 
notes that the salon has 
been ordered to close its 
doors for eight months 
now.

Her frustration is 
equally felt among others 
in the industry. Weber 
notes that online, hair-
dressers are feeling like 
their industry is an after-
thought.

“I’m part of an Ontario 
Hair Stylists website, and 
we do talk back and forth – 
there’s a lot of disappoint-
ment,” said Weber. “People 
feel like [others] aren’t 
recognizing our industry. 
We are trade, we pay trade 
prices, but we’re not being 
recognized as a trade, 
which is disappointing.”

Barbershop owners 
such as Kevin Hotradat of 
Lux Cuts Barber Shop in 
Elmira are also frustrated 
with the discrepancy 
between the rules set out 
for big box stores versus 
smaller businesses.

“It’s the hardest thing. 
I don’t understand why 
they won’t let us be open 
when we’re trained to do 

these things and be sani-
tized,” said Hotradat. “You 
can have 1,000 people in 
Costco but we can’t have 
three people in our barber 
shop. It’s ridiculous.”

It’s not just industry 
professionals feeling 
disappointed, as Premier 
Doug Ford said at a press 
conference last week he’s 
been getting pressure 
from family members to 
reopen the beauty indus-
try, noting that he’s been 
addressing the issue with 
chief medical officer of 
health Dr. David Williams

“I think everyone’s 
pushing him. When it 
comes to the hairdressers, 
folks, hang in there, we’re 
going to get there as soon 
as possible,” said Ford. 
“And when you talk about 
the nail salons, I have five 
women in my house that 
are onto me and lobbying 
me hard [for] these mani-
cures and pedicures and 
everything else they get 
done.”

For an industry that 
has had a strong focus on 
sanitization and disinfec-
tion before the pandemic, 
professionals are finding 
it difficult to understand 
why they are being held 
in the same category 
as theme parks. Health 
Canada’s data has shown 

Pandemic rules leave salons, barbers hanging

→ REOPENING 6

Lori Weber, owner of Guys & Dolls Salon and Spa, is seen reflected by one of the mirrors in her shop 
in Elmira. Alex Filipe

Local operators say industry feels overlooked as they wait for the second phase of province’s reopening plan

since the beginning of the 
health crisis until March 
2021, less than 0.2 per cent 
of known outbreaks took 
place in personal service 
settings like barbershops 
and hair salons.

“I can’t believe we are 
opening with the theme 
parks,” said Weber. 

[Before the pandemic] 

we were probably one of 
the only industries that 
diligently sanitized people 
in and out of our space. 
Every time they sat in our 
chair, we sanitized, every 
time they left. We sani-
tized the chair, we sani-
tized the capes – we were 
on top of that thoroughly.”

“From the beginning 

we’ve been sanitary. 
Everybody’s had their 
PPE, spraying down the 
chair and tools after each 
use – we keep up with 
everything,” said Hotra-
dat. “ We feel like we’ve 
been targeted to just be 
shut down.

One can see the need for 
services hairdressers and 

barbers provide just by 
looking at the abundance 
of hair on people’s heads, 
but Weber explains that 
the hair is only a small part 
of being a hairdresser.

“It’s not just cutting 
hair, there’s more to it,” 
said Weber. “We feel like 
we mentally help people, 
like we give them support 
in their lives as well as a 
new look. And we feel that 
that’s being missed.”

The impact these 
closures have on the 
industry will still be felt 
even after the economy 
has fully reopened. With 
barbershops and salons 
still facing operating costs 
but no revenue, many 
operators have decided to 
shutter their businesses 
for good. Some have even 
resorted to providing 
illegal haircuts to cover 
their bills.

“There’s some people 
just getting out of it – retir-
ing – because they’re feel-
ing like they can’t outride 
the wave. And that’s really 
sad to me,” said Weber. 
“People are going to be 
looking for hairdressers 
because there’s going to be 
a shortage.”

“I know [of] a couple 
guys that have shops and 
they’ve been doing hair-
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Congratulations
Congratulations 
to Brad Martin,  

R.W. Thur Real Estate 
Ltd. Brokerage for 

35 years in this 
crazy business.  

With much love 
from your family.

TIM LOUIS Member of Parliament for Kitchener - Conestoga

Summer is here and we have a lot to be thankful for... 

Frontline Workers
Educators

Parents
taken care of their elderly parents 

Places of Worship 
keeping their members safe

staying home, 
following guidelines and getting vaccinated

Places of Worship 

519-578-3777TimLouisMP.caTim.Louis@parl.gc.ca @TimLouisKitCon

WE ARE STRONGER TOGETHER!

Show your Community Spirit with a Stronger Together Lawn Sign! 

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

BLOOMINGDALE CAN 
EXPECT TO SEE a small 
residential development 
take form, as Wool-
wich council this week 
approved the required 
subdivider’s agreement .

Sawmill Development 
Corp. and Stevanus 
Developments Inc. plan to 
develop six residential lots 
and a commercial/indus-
trial property on a 13.3-
acre site on the south side 
of Snyder’s Flats Road, 
across from the commu-
nity centre. The new 
subdivision calls for the 
residential lots to range in 
size from 1.63 to 1.85 acres, 
and a commercial prop-
erty on some three acres.

Woolwich clears way for small subdivision in Bloomingdale
The new lots, which 

would be serviced by 
private wells and septic 
systems, also require 
drainage and stormwater 
management plans. 

The project is tied into 
longstanding Woolwich 
plans to pave at least a 
portion of Snyder’s Flats 
Road and to rework the 
parking lot at the commu-
nity centre to deal with 
drainage and pavement. 
Engineering staff has 
suggested doing that 
as part of a $1.5-million 
upgrade to a 400-metre 
stretch of the roadway 
in conjunction with the 
Region of Waterloo’s plan 
to reconstruct Sawmill 
Road in the village.

Some of that money 
represents shared costs 

with the developer, an 
arrangement that gave 
pause to Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan, who noted 
developers are typically 
responsible for all costs 
related to new subdivi-
sions. 

“Is that a good invest-
ment for six properties?” 
he asked of the installa-
tion of infrastructure in 
conjunction with a few 
new homes that are likely 
to be expensive mansions 
given the lot sizes.

He said a cost-benefit 
analysis might help town-
ship decide if the invest-
ment is worthwhile.

Manager of planning 
Jeremy Vink noted while 
such cost-sharing arrange-
ments aren’t the norm 
with new subdivisions, 
the Bloomingdale devel-
opment is slated for just 
one side of the road. The 
township’s costs extend 
to plans for storm sewers 
and asphalt paving at the 
park across the street, for 

instance. 
Woolwich’s portion of 

the costs are to come from 
development charges 
extracted to pay for costs 
associated with growth, 
noted director of infra-
structure services Jared 
Puppe.

Merlihan remained 
wary, however, and was 
joined by fellow Ward 1 
Coun. Scott McMillan in 
opposing the plan, which 
ended up being approved 
by a 3-2 margin.

The development includes six larger residential lots and a commercial property. Alex Filipe

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

RESIDENTS OF WOOL-
WICH’S SOUTH END have 
a few road closures and 
detours ahead, as township 
council this week approved 
$3.4 million in paving proj-
ects for this summer.

Among the locations 
lined up for new pavement 
are Chilligo Road (from 
Vance to Lerch roads), 
Menno Street (from 600m 
east of Lonsdale Road to 
Shantz Station Road), St. 
Charles Street East (from 
Notre Dame Avenue to 
Crowsfoot Road) and 
Woolwich-Guelph Town-
line (from Highway 7 to 
Chilligo Road).

Also on tap is new 
pavement for Hill Street 
(from Northfield Drive to 
Covered Bridge Road), as 
well as Glasgow Street in 
Conestogo in the area of 
the bridge and William 
Street in Elmira.

Parking lots at the St. 
Jacobs arena and the Elmira 
Lawn Bowling Club are also 
slated for new pavement.

Meeting Tuesday night, 
councillors awarded a 

Woolwich to 
carry out $3.4 
million in 
paving projects

→ ROADWORK 5
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oldhh.com

Only 5 minutes from St.Jacobs Market

been used at some 30 sites 
since being introduced by 
the province eight years 
ago, making it a viable 
option.

Councillors did not 
appear to warm to the 
idea, however, with Coun. 
Larry Shantz calling it a 
“get out of jail free” option.

Coun. Patrick Merlihan, 
too, saw the designation as 
something of an end-run, 
saying it did more to help 
the developer than protect 
future residents of the 
subdivision should it go 
ahead.

“The modelling, I’m 
not super confident in 
that actually translating 
to reality,” he said. “It’s 
lowering the bar to make it 
acceptable.”

Beaumont noted that 
items such as a 2.5-metre 
fence, air conditioning 
in all the homes, brick 
construction and lack of 
windows facing the rail 
line are some of the addi-
tional noise-mitigation 
methods Hawk Ridge will 

employ.
Despite such steps, 

noise will be a much 
bigger issue than what 
the developer is claiming, 
said CCC Sulphur Products 
president Ron Koniuch, 
who noted the facility, also 
known as Sulco Chemicals, 
is just 100 metres from the 
development site, whereas 
provincial guidelines call 
for 300 metres.

Noise issues are likely 
to occur, both from an 
operational standpoint 
and from the rail line that 
serves the plant, he said, 
calling the bid for a Class 4 
designation not mitigation 
but a way to make things 
work for the applicant.

“If this does go through, 
there will be noise 
complaints – we know 
that,” said Koniuch, noting 
that plans to include 
noise warning on housing 
titles and via signs in the 
area won’t stop people 
from being upset with the 
reality of train noises at 1 
to 3 a.m.

“What we are not happy 

with is that there is a 
refusal to deal with the 
noise issues and that the 
only resolution to this 
issue is to inform residents 
that noise levels will be 
higher and may cause 
concern to some residents. 
Do we really think it an 
acceptable level of due 
diligence to just notify 
people in advance that 
you will experience rail 
shunting activities at night 
while you are sleeping?” 
he said in an accompany-
ing written submission to 
council.

Coun. Fred Redekop 
said the proximity to the 
industrial area may be too 
much to overcome.

“I just don’t think the 
Hawk Ridge development 
is in the right place.”

At the suggestion of 
Mayor Sandy Shantz, 
council recommended the 
applicant meet again with 
planning staff to tweak the 
subdivision proposal yet 
again to see if an accept-
able plan can be devel-
oped.

Alex Filipe 
Observer Staff

RISING COVID-19 CASE 
COUNTS IMPERIL the 
likelihood of Waterloo 
Region moving to the 
second stage of the provin-
cial reopening plan, say 
local officials.

Last Friday, the region 
reported 528 active cases, 
its 85 new cases classifying 
the area as the most active 
in Ontario. By midweek, 
that number was largely 
unchanged at 522, though 
the region was monitoring 
outbreaks at 18 locations, 
up from just a handful last 
week.

“Right now we are the 
hottest part of the prov-
ince, and so we need 
more vaccines,” said 
medical officer of health 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang during 
Friday’s weekly pandemic 
briefing.

Health officials attri-

Pace of reopening threatened by surge of COVID-19 cases in Waterloo Region
bute the rise in cases to 
the fast-spreading Delta 
variant. Originally mutat-
ing from India, the Delta 
variant is 50 per cent more 
transmissible than the 
original Wuhan strain.

“Based on the latest 
data, we believe that Delta 
is already the dominant 
strain in Waterloo Region,” 
said Wang. “Cases are 
occurring throughout the 
region due to the usual 
risk factors, but spreading 
even faster due to Delta 
and among those who are 
mostly unimmunized.”

Regional Chair Karen 
Redman also expressed 
concerns regarding the 
Delta variant calling it a 
“game changer.”

As Ontario moves 
towards the next stages of 
reopening the economy 
on July 2, there is a risk the 
region could go back into 
lockdown if case counts 
continue to rise. 

“The province overall 
[are] ...on track to go to 
step two, as per their orig-
inal timeline,” said Wang. 
“It’s possible that we may 
need to be delayed… in 
order for us to ensure that 
we’re in a good place to 
move to the next step, and 
not risk having to revert 
back to a shutdown.”

The best tool to avoid a 
lockdown is getting people 
vaccinated, explained 
Wang. She also advised 
that those getting their 
second dose not discrimi-
nate against whether it be 
from Pfizer or Moderna.

“We are in a situation 
where we’re not defense-
less against Delta. We do 
actually have the means 
to build a stronger wall 
of protection against not 
only Delta, but future 
variants, and that’s 
through immunization,” 
said Wang. “Do not turn 
down Moderna to wait for 

Pfizer – get the first mRNA 
vaccine that’s available 
to you. Moderna and 
Pfizer are the same type of 
vaccine – they can also be 
safely mixed.”

About 74 per cent of 
Waterloo Region residents 
over the age of 12 have 
received at least one dose 
of vaccine. Just 20 per cent 
of adults have been fully 
vaccinated. The region has 
the second-highest rate 
of youth vaccinations in 
the province, said chief 
administrative officer 
Bruce Lauckner, noting in 
the fight against the Delta 
variant, the current rates 
are still not enough.

“I believe we’re [a] 
canary in the coalmine,” 
said Lauckner. “[It] just 
goes to show as Dr. Wang 
said, just how nasty this 
variant is. So we would 
suggest that our vacci-
nation rates are not high 
enough.”

Officials this week 
accelerated the wait time 
for community members 
to get their second dose. 
Beginning Wednesday, 
anyone who received a 
first dose of vaccine on or 
before May 30 is eligible to 
book an appointment for 
a shortened second dose. 
Vaccine task force officials 
explained the develop-

ment of a new self booking 
system which makes it 
easier for those looking to 
get an earlier appointment 
for their second vaccina-
tion.

As of now, anyone 
who has not received a 
first dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine yet, can get a first 
dose easily by attending 
one of three public vacci-
nation clinic locations in 
Waterloo Region. Walk-in 
spots will be available for 
first doses only at The 
Boardwalk (Waterloo), 
Health Sciences Campus 
(Kitchener) and Waterloo 
Region Public Health 
(Waterloo).

While the light at the 
end of the tunnel may 
look to be getting larger, 
region health officials 
remind those to be dili-
gent and careful, lest we 
lose another summer to 
lockdown.

“Everything that we 
do now, to try to get more 
vaccines in arms, and have 
people continue to be 
very cautious and diligent 
with their public health 
practices, will help us get 
the spread under control,” 
said Wang. 

It’s a different picture 
in neighbouring Welling-
ton-Dufferin-Guelph, 
where  there were just 54 

active case at midweek, 
down from 60 a week 
earlier.

That catchment area’s 
cumulative total was 8,101, 
of which 7,924 (97.8 per 
cent) have been resolved. 
There have been a total 
of 123 fatalities since 
the pandemic began, 
unchanged from last 
week’s report.

The province continues 
to see growth in the total 
number of cases, though at 
a much slower pace, with 
the tally now at 542,762 
up some 2,300 in the past 
week.

There have been 9,082 
deaths attributed to the 
virus – up 106 in the past 
week, though 54 of those 
deaths were calculated 
following a review of last 
month’s numbers – repre-
senting a mortality rate of 
1.7 per cent. The ministry 
reports 530,434 cases 
(97.7 per cent) have been 
resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada 
show 10,200 active cases 
nationwide, down about 
6,000 from a week earlier. 
The cumulative total of 
confirmed cases now 
stands at 1,410,206, with 
26,155 related deaths , a 
mortality rate of 1.8 per 
cent.

→ FROM 1

HAWK RIDGE: Council, developer can’t overcome noise 
issues created by late-night train shunting activity

→ FROM 4

ROADWORK: Twp. launches ambitious paving program

contract to Steed and 
Evans Ltd. to carry out 
the work at a cost of 
$3,371,308.80, the lowest 
of four bids received.

“That was very good. 
We’re quite happy with 
what we’re seeing,” said 
director of infrastructure 
services Jared Puppe of 
the bidding process.

The repaving of Hill 
Street was a provisional, 
adding an unbudgeted 

$530,000 to the overall cost, 
but was approved as a prior-
ity project, with the money 
coming from federal gas tax 
funding, said Puppe.

In response to a ques-
tion about from Coun. 
Patrick Merlihan, he said 
the priority designation 
was part of the township 
philosophy of “keeping 
the good roads good” by 
paving before the road 
deteriorates to the point 
where major, expensive 

repairs are needed – “that 
is all about timing.”

Construction is to 
begin on or about July 5, 
wrapping up by October 
29, subject to any weath-
er-related delays. Regular 
hours of work will be 
Monday to Friday, 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m., with a provision for 
Saturdays (8 a.m. to 5 p.m.) 
as needed. There is to be 
no work done on Sundays 
or statutory holidays 
except in an emergency.



6  |  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, June 24, 2021

LIONS CLUB OF ELMIRA

BOTTLE DRIVE

PROCEEDS TO

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY 
SERVICES

SATURDAY, JUNE 26th 10-2
LIONS HALL

40 SOUTH ST W., ELMIRA

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Turkey & Dressing or Roast Beef includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
June 25 & 26

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Closed July 1 - 3

Closed July 1- July 3

A new complex would replace the existing Wellesley arena, which has had maintenance issues. Alex Filipe

Alex Filipe 
Observer Staff

THE PROVINCE HAS 
BREATHED NEW life 
into Wellesley’s plans for a 
new recreation centre, last 
week pledging $16 million 
towards the $22-million 
project.

The provincial money 
gets plans back on track, 
says Chris Martin, chair of 
the Wellesley Township 
Recreation Centre Advi-
sory Committee, who last 
year thought the commu-
nity would have to fund 
the development on its 
own.

“I was ecstatic – I 
couldn’t believe it,” said 
Martin following the 
announcement June 17. 
“We had been turned 
down for funding a year 
ago, and realized that the 
township would probably 
have to go it alone, which 
would mean that we would 
have to think about differ-
ent amenities that would 
fit into the new budget.”

“But the province’s 
funding has given us 
everything that we were 
hoping for in the begin-
ning, which is really what 
our community really 
needed all along.”

Senior government 
funding and donations 
from the community will 
both help ease the burden 
on the township tax base, 
notes Mayor Joe Nowak.

“One of the major bene-
fits from receiving this 
funding from the province 
is [it’s] going to minimize 
the impact on the ratepay-
ers,” he said.

But it’s not just the 
savings community 
members should be 
smiling about, as the new 
facility will open the doors 
for community involve-
ment and organizations to 

thrive, Martin noted.
“Our expectation is that 

[the recreation centre] 
will become a hub for our 
community,” said Martin. 
“Whether it’s the Lions 
Club, the Apple Butter and 
Cheese Festival, the Welles-
ley Township Fall Fair, the 
youth groups, the senior 
groups, the hockey clubs 
– I expect this to be a signif-
icant node of connected-
ness in our community. 
Virtually everyone will 
have some connection to 
this place. And really, that’s 
what makes it the most 
exciting.”

A new rec. centre first 
gained momentum when 
a leaky roof closed the 
Wellesley arena, with the 
township initially deter-
mining the move might be 
permanent and advising 
the likes of the Wellesley 
Applejacks and minor 
hockey groups to make 
new arrangements.

“The building was 
condemned,” said Martin. 
“At that moment in time, it 
was understood that there 
would be no more hockey 

at that arena, and it really 
disrupted all of the ice 
programs.”

After an emergency fix 
was found for the roof, 
user groups determined 
the community had 
outgrown the capabilities 
of the arena and needed 
something that would last 
and support future gener-
ations.

“Now that we’ve got 
the new arena, those [ice 
sport] organizations can 
know that for the next 50 
years there’s going to be 
ice at Wellesley Town-
ship,” said Martin.

With funding secured, 
the next step will be 
determining who’ll build 
the facility slated for a 
new site at Hutchison and 
Queens Bush roads. 

“The RFPs [request for 
proposals] will be proba-
bly submitted within the 
next two or three weeks. 
We hope to have them 
returned by the end of 
August. And then council 
will make a decision on 
exactly who’s going to do 
this work and what it’s 

going to look like,” said 
Nowak.

The funding is part 
of new investments in 
new recreation facilities 
and upgrades to existing 
facilities.

“The government of 
Ontario is stepping up 
to support the Town-
ship of Wellesley with a 
$16-million investment 
for a brand-new recreation 
centre that will be enjoyed 
by all members of the 
community,” said Kitch-
ener-Conestoga MPP Mike 
Harris. “For two years, I 
have worked closely with 
Mayor Nowak and the 
township to move this 
forward and I am thrilled 
that shovels will be getting 
in the ground soon to 
bring this arena across the 
finish line.”

Construction is antic-
ipated to begin in March 
2022, with the recreation 
centre set to open in fall 
2023.

“This new facility will 
last for generations,” said 
Nowak. “It’s going to be 
there for a long time.”

Rec. complex get $16-million boost
Province pledges $16 million towards $22-million project in Wellesley

Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris (middle) was joined by Wellesley Mayor Joe Nowak (left) and 
rec. committee chair Chris Martin for the June 17 announcement of provincial funding. Submitted

“The City of Kitchener 
has a long history of 
stepping up and working 
with our community to 
address social challenges 
like homelessness that 
face both our city and 
the broader region,” said 
Mayor Berry Vrbanovic in 
a release. “The pandemic 
has reminded us of the 
importance of looking 
after our most vulnerable 
residents, and I’m proud 
that Kitchener council, 
with its priority on afford-
able housing, came 
forward to collaboratively 
support A Better Tent City 
and its residents.” 

The decision was 
welcomed by ABTC 
volunteer Jeff Willmer, 
with organizers already 
in the process of moving 
residents to the new site as 

→ FROM 3

cuts out of their garage, 
out of their basements, 
just to try to make ends 
meet and pay bills,” said 
Hotradat.

As the province inches 
closer to phase two of its 
reopening plan, hairdress-
ers and barbers are looking 

TEMPORARY REPRIEVE: A Better 
Tent City moves to City of Kitchener 
snow storage facility on Battler Road

of last Thursday.
“All the residents will 

be sleeping in their own 
cabins tonight,” he said 
June 17.

In addition to those 
currently living in tiny 
homes, 10 people previ-
ously sleeping in tents will 
have new cabins at the city 
site, he added.

The property has water 
and electrical services, but 
ABTC will be relying on 
portable toilets and hold-
ing tanks to provide sani-
tary services. A shower 
trailer will be hooked up to 
the existing water supply.

The move is the top 
priority, with organizers 
turning to a long-term 
solution in the coming 
days, said Willmer.

“Having this site buys us 
a little time to decide what 
comes next.”

→ FROM 3

REOPENING: Personal services such 
as salons still in lockdown mode

forward to not only the 
renewed revenue, but the 
ability to reconnect with 
their customers.

“That’s probably the 
hardest is not being able to 
care for your people that 
you’ve cared for for years,” 
said Weber. “You have a 
relationship with them.”
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Fresh
Also

Available

5982 Eighth Line E, Ariss | 519.823.1995  

Hours: Mon-Fri 9-6
Sat. 9-5 | Closed Sunday

Fresh
Strawberries
Fresh
Strawberries

Picked or U-Pick
Fresh Home Baking 

Tarts, buns, cookies, bread, pies etc
Tomatoes – Beefsteak and Cherry, 
Seasonal Vegetables, Pork Sausage, 

Pork Chops, Summer Sausage
Whole chickens & chicken parts

Jams, relish, honey, fresh brown eggs, 
Goat Cheese

JUNE 16

9:43 AM | A gas station 
on Victoria Street North in 
Shantz Station reported 
a gas drive-off, but the 
driver returned to pay.

10:45 AM | A single-ve-
hicle collision occurred 
on Arthur Street south of 
Elmira, where the driver 
reported striking a deer. 
No one was injured.

8:30 PM | Perth County 
OPP responded to a 
single-vehicle collision on 
Perth Line 83 east of Perth 
Road 121, in the Town-
ship of Perth East. The 
driver, the lone occupant, 
reported losing control 
of the vehicle before 
coming to rest in a ditch. 
A 16-year-old Wallenstein 
resident was charged with 
‘careless driving.’ No inju-
ries were reported.

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Waterloo Regional 
Police continue to inves-
tigate a rash of theft 
from motor vehicles that 
occurred on June 16 and 
17.

Sometime overnight, 
unknown suspect(s) 
entered several vehi-
cles in the area of Doer-
ing Street, Lawrence 
Street and Zoeger Court 
in Wellesley. In some 
instances, the suspect(s) 
damaged windows to 
enter the vehicles and in 
other instances entered 

Police investigate rash of thefts 
from vehicles in Wellesley

through unlocked doors. 
The suspect(s) targeted 
cash, tools, and personal 
property.

Each incident is being 
investigated inde-
pendently, however, 
investigators are looking 
to see if any incidents are 
related.

Anyone with informa-
tion or video surveillance 
footage is encouraged 
to contact police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

JUNE 17

8:03 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a theft from 
a motor vehicle. The 
complainant, who resides 
on Anita Drive in St. 
Clements, reported that 
his vehicle was entered 
sometime overnight, 
though nothing appears 
to have been taken. Police 
have no suspects at this 
time. Anyone with infor-
mation is encouraged to 
contact police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.

3:06 PM | Police received 
a report that the following 
night at approximately 
10:30 p.m., a white BMW 
attended a gas station in 
the area of Victoria Street 
North in Shantz Station 
and failed to pay. The 
investigation remains 
ongoing. Anyone with 

information is encour-
aged to contact police at 
519-570-9777.

5:55 PM | Emergency 
services responded to 
reports of a motor-vehi-
cle collision in the area 
of Erbs Road and Wilmot 
Line in Wilmot Township. 
The collision involved 
four motor vehicles. Two 
female occupants from an 
involved Toyota Camry 
were transported to 
hospital with minor inju-
ries. Erbs Road and Wilmot 
Line were closed for 
several hours while police 
investigated. The Traffic 
Services Unit continues to 
investigate the cause of 
the collision. Anyone with 
information is encour-
aged to contact police at 
519-570-9777 extension 
8856 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477. 

5:57 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police investi-
gated a theft from a vehi-
cle after a complainant 
reported that at approx-
imately 4 p.m.,  an 
unknown suspect entered 
his vehicle that was 
parked in a parking lot 
on Line 86 in Woolwich 
Township and obtained 
the vehicle key. No 
other items were taken. 
Anyone with information 
is encouraged to contact 
police at 519-570-9777.

10:36 PM |  Police 
responded to Ament Line 
in Wellesley for a collision 
involving a vehicle and 
horse-drawn buggy. The 
buggy was travelling along 
the shoulder, heading 

west on Ament Line when 
a silver Honda allegedly 
struck the rear wheel of 
the buggy. The driver lost 
control and the vehicle left 
the roadway and struck a 
hydro pole. No injuries 
were sustained. As a result 
of the collision, the driver 
of the Honda, an 18-year-
old man, was charged with 
‘careless driving.’

JUNE 19

8:40 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of a theft of a patio 
set from an address on 
Water Street in St. Jacobs. 
The incident is believed to 
have happened sometime 
overnight on June 18 or 
early June 19. The patio 
set included two reclining 
chairs and a table. There 
is no suspect information 
at this time. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

JUNE 20

3:20 AM |  Pol ice 
received a report of a 
male entering a garage at 
a residence on Benjamin 
Road in Woolwich Town-
ship. The male left with-
out taking any property. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. 

6:15 PM | Members of the 
Wellington County OPP, 
along with Mapleton Fire/
Rescue and Guelph-Wel-
l i n g t o n  P a r a m e d i c 

$9.99

PORK CHOPS     

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$12.20 /lbHAVARTI CHEESE   

$3.99
Reg.$5.29/lb

/lb

MAPLE DALE 

BONELESS 

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

Reservations Recommended

JULY PARTY ON THE PATIO

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.ca

Thurs. July 1   “Poutine on the Patio”

Fri. July 9         “Fryer Friday Wing-Ding”

Sat. July 17     “Pizza on the Patio”

Fri. July 23       “BBQ Night Party”

Services, responded to 
a serious single-vehicle 
rollover on the Fourteenth 
Line in the Town of Maple-
ton. The investigation 
revealed that the oper-
ator of the tractor was 
cutting the grass in the 
ditch along the roadway 
when it rolled down the 
steep embankment and 
pinned them underneath. 
The operator, Gordon 
Thring, 77, of Alma was 
pronounced deceased at 
the scene.

JUNE 21

3:12 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of damaged Grand 
River Transit bus shelters 
in the area of Highway 85 
and Kin Street North in 
Waterloo. The cause of 
the damage is not known 
and police are requesting 
anyone with information 
to call 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

6:00 AM | Perth County 
OPP along with Perth 
C o u n t y  P a r a m e d i c 

Services and the Perth 
East (Shakespeare) Fire 
Department responded 
to a two-vehicle colli-
sion in the area of Line 
29 and Perth Road 107 
in the Township of Perth 
East. One person was 
transported to local 
hospital with serious 
but non-life-threatening 
injuries. No other injuries 
were reported. The road-
way was closed for the 
investigation. A 28-year-
old driver from Stratford 
was charged with ‘turn not 
in safety.’

JUNE 22

8:46 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of stolen prop-
erty from a residence on 
Water Street in St. Jacobs. 
A barbecue and propane 
tank were stolen from 
the rear of a residence 
sometime between 9 
p.m. on June 21 and the 
time of the report. There 
is no suspect information 
at this time. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777. 
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “This is an important day for First 
Nations and Canada. The UN Decla-
ration is a powerful tool for protecting 
and realizing the inherent rights and 
Treaty rights of First Nations peoples 
and can be a pathway to reconciliation.”
Perry Bellegarde, National Chief of the Assembly of First 
Nations, as the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples becomes law.

Even amid the biggest public health 
crisis in a century, personal health isn't 
the top source of stress for most Cana-
dians – money is. Some 38% Canadians 
say money is their No. 1 source of stress 
in life, more so than personal health 
(26%), work (20%) or relationships (15%).
2021 FP Canada Financial Stress Index

Verbatim The Monitor

As Woolwich debates the latest unpopular bid for 
yet another gravel pit, the Town of Halton Hills 
has a solution: put control of such planning 
issues in the hands of local councils, rather than 

the province.
Specifically, it calls for the elimination of the Local Planning 

Appeal Tribunal (LPAT), what was formerly the Ontario Munici-
pal Board. 

The town’s motion from earlier this month – included in this 
week’s Woolwich council agenda for endorsement – addresses 
the issue of housing affordability by noting municipalities spend 
millions of dollars on legal appeals at hearings before LPAT, 
which has the power to override municipal decisions. The town 
argues that arrangement takes local planning decision-making 
out of the hands of democratically elected councils and puts it 
into the hands of a non-elected, unaccountable tribunal.

Its motion calling for an end to LPAT says the process slows 
delivery and adds costs to housing supply via expensive and 
drawn out tribunal hearings.

The same is true of a host of other planning issues in the 
wishes of local people are overridden by an unaccountable 
provincial body.

That’s certainly true of gravel pits, where there are few if 
any reasons to approve applications, except for the fear of an 
expensive legal battle in which LPAT or the Ministry of Natu-
ral Resources and Forestry simply overturns the democratic 
process. Woolwich councillors have certainly voiced concerns 
about voting ‘no’ only to face hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
legal expenses before the unwanted project goes ahead anyway.

The process is lengthy and costly, with the concerns of 
municipalities often swept aside by the MNRF and LPAT. The 
municipality does all the work, but gets little for its efforts aside 
from a great deal of political grief, as we’ve seen in debates here 
previously.

To make matters worse, municipalities receive only a pittance 
in revenues from gravel operations. The cost-benefit analysis 
alone is reason enough to deny all applications. Aside from the 
process itself, gravel pits bring increased truck traffic that put 
residents at risk, create more wear-and-tear on the roads, bring 
environmental problems such as dust and noise, and threaten to 
despoil prime agricultural land and the accompanying vistas.

In the case of gravel pits and other unpopular developments, 
the argument is made that the process is necessary to prevent 
NIMBYism: if every decision sided with the public, nothing 
would ever get done, including some things that are necessary.

Eliminating the LPAT and the appeal process makes sense 
in most cases, as its typically corporate interests looking to 
override the public interest. There are times, however, when 
the public uses the appeal process to challenge sometimes poor 
decisions by municipal councils. The two situations must be 
differentiated. 

There is also good cause for ensuring planning power remains 
with the municipality – only when acting in the public interest, 
which isn’t a given – when it comes to dealing with the region, 
for instance. That, too, has been a longstanding concern in 
the township, which has seen the regional government take a 
heavy-handed approach in grabbing power through official plan 
reviews.

Commenting on regional official plan (ROP) reviews in the 
past, Woolwich has requested more planning control be put 
in its hands. The rationale is that local governments, not the 
detached regional level, are better placed to decide what’s 
right for their citizens. The priorities set by Woolwich should 
come first, not be constrained unduly by centralized power at 
the largely unaccountable upper tier, which isn’t much more 
accountable to the public than are provincial government agen-
cies.

If the idea is to get planning closer to the people it affects, 
doing away with LPAT is a good first step.

Making a case for local 
planning autonomy

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Burma (Myanmar) is a land 
of poets. Eleven published 

poets won seats in the 2015 
election, which gave the coun-
try a limited form of democracy 
after decades of military rule. 
In the popular resistance that 
has spread since the soldiers 
seized power again on February 
1, the slogans are often in what 
are called ‘climbing rhymes.’ 
And, of course, the regime is 
now killing the poets.

The best-known to be killed 
so far, Khet Thi, was taken 
from his home in Shwebo last 
month, and returned to his wife 
dead the following day with his 
internal organs removed. “They 
shoot in the head, but they 
don’t know revolution dwells 
in the heart, “ he wrote. But 
the resistance to the military 
usurpers is now taking the 
wrong road.

For five months outraged 
Burmese civilians came out 
into the streets almost every 
day in non-violent protest, even 
though after the first few weeks 
the soldiers were killing them at 
random. The civilian death toll 
is now more than 800, and it’s 
understandable that desperate 
and grieving protesters might 
resort to violence. It is nonethe-
less a dreadful mistake.

Younger urban people, better 

Violence futile against 
murderous Burmese regime

ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

educated and media-savvy, 
overwhelmingly support the 
democratic resistance. Thou-
sands of them are now moving 
to ethnic minority areas near 
the country’s borders where 
rebel militias have long defied 
the national army. They hope 
to build a joint military force 
strong enough to overthrow 
the dictator, General Min Aung 
Hlaing.

This is lunacy. The ethnic 
minority militias, Karen, Chin, 
Shan and half a dozen more, 
have managed to hang on in 
their own rugged terrain for 
decades, but they never got 
close to defeating the well-
armed ‘Tatmadaw,’ the elev-
enth-largest army in the world. 
A few thousand untrained city 
boys are not going to change 
that.

Instead, they will enable the 
Burmese army, drawn almost 
exclusively from the Bamar 
ethnic group that includes 
two-thirds of Burma’s people, 
to claim that it is defending 
Burma from traitors and seces-
sionists.  (‘Burma’ is just an 
English corruption of the word 

‘Bamar’, and ‘Myanmar’ is an 
archaic literary version of the 
same word.)

The youths who believe they 
are building an armed resis-
tance to tyranny are actually 
laying the foundations for 
a civil war. It will range the 
minorities and ‘radical’ young 
Burmese men and women 
against the army and the more 
conservative section of the 
Bamar population, who fear 
that ‘national unity’ is at stake. 
Guess who’s going to win that 
war?

But it could take five or ten 
years of killing for the army 
to crush that uprising utterly, 
and meanwhile the hopes of 
another generation of young 
Burmese will be blighted. There 
is no easy way, but there is a 
better way. All they have to do is 
look next door, to Thailand.

Thailand’s army has also 
ruled the country for most 
of the time since 1945, and it 
too was finally forced to hand 
over to an elected democratic 
government. It seized power 
again (in 2014), and it has faced 
non-violent, student-led resis-
tance ever since. Both armies 
are profoundly corrupt and 
entirely self-interested.

The Burmese and Thai resis-

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 8
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Editor's 
Point of View

Employment situation remains precarious coming out of pandemic

COVID‑19.
Such conclusions reflect 

a generally negative view 
of technology and the 
nature of work. Technolog‑
ical change has long had 
an impact on how we work, 
displacing many jobs and 
changing the workplace, 
for better and for worse, at 
an accelerating pace since 
the advent of the indus‑
trial revolution. Some jobs 
are eliminated only to be 
replaced by new ones we 
never imagined existing.

Advanced technology 
is the norm today. Auto‑
mated transportation, 
from cars to airplanes, 
is safer, more efficient 
and much less costly to 
operate – computers don’t 
fall asleep, take bathroom 
breaks, drink on the job 
or a host of other human 
foibles. For all those 

reasons, driverless is the 
future of transportation.

This isn’t science fiction 
anymore. It’s here, and 
the technology’s spread is 
inevitable. The same trans‑
formation will migrate 
to many fields. Not just 
McJobs, but into account‑
ing, medicine, teaching 
and host of other jobs that 
now pay well, and are typi‑
cally considered safe. 

Once upon a time, 
automation was a pana‑
cea that was to lead to a 
mythical leisure society 
– the machines would do 
the work, while we reaped 
the benefit of reclaimed 
time to do what we wanted 
rather than the drudgery of 
work. As we’ve seen so far, 
technology has extended 
workweeks and displaced 
people from high‑paying 
to lesser jobs. There’s no 
reason to believe that will 
change as technology 
continues to change the 
way work is done.

But it’s not all doom‑

and‑gloom.
In looking at the 

McKinsey research, Slate’s 
Kevin Carey reports there 
is perhaps less reason for 
alarm than such studies 
would indicate.

He notes that the last 150 
years has seen the U.S. go 
from a nation of farmers to 
a nation of factory workers 
to a nation of white collar 
and service employees, 
with the change driven by 
automation – new inven‑
tions create new markets 
and jobs to go with them.

“The soberest predic‑
tions of automation job 
loss still rely on a lattice of 
interlocking predictions 
that may not come true. 
Five years ago, it seemed 
like we were on the cusp 
of robot taxis and freight 
trucks becoming wide‑
spread. Today, we’re stuck 
on the cusp. The last mile 
between ‘almost good 
enough’ and ‘good enough’ 
can be very long,” he 
writes. 

“Even the simple, 
routine tasks that are 
the heart of most job loss 
scenarios can be fiend‑
ishly difficult to automate. 
Amazon uses hundreds of 
thousands of cutting‑edge 
robots in its warehouses. 
But they’re not androids 
that pick items off of 
shelves. The robots are the 
shelves, which move to 
humans, who still do the 
picking.”

That more optimis‑
tic bent is reflected in 
a new study from the 
Vancouver‑based Centre 
for Future Work (CFW), 
Bargaining Tech: Strate‑
gies for Shaping Techno‑
logical Change to Benefit 
Workers. 

Given that the report’s 
author is  CFW director Dr. 
Jim Stanford,  an econo‑
mist and former director 
of policy for Unifor, the 
optimism in part stems 
from the prospect of tech‑
nology enabling workers 
rather than today’s reality 

where technology is driven 
for and by the wealthy and 
employers. 

“Overblown and gloomy 
predictions that new 
technologies will cause 
large‑scale technologi‑
cal unemployment are 
misplaced. Properly 
managed, in ways that are 
accountable to all stake‑
holders (not just employers 
and owners), many emerg‑
ing technologies could 
improve jobs and working 
conditions, lift living 
standards, and support 
sustainability,” he writes 
in the report co‑authored 
with long‑time labour 
policy researcher Kathy 
Bennett.

“But technology can 
also be misused, applied 
in ways that undermine 
working conditions and 
living standards – espe‑
cially when employers are 
given free rein to control 
the direction and imple‑
mentation of technology 
solely in the interests of 
their own profits. This is 
why it is essential, if a more 
harmonious and inclu‑
sive high‑tech future is to 
be realized, that workers 
have countervailing power 
to advance their own 
interests and concerns as 
technology evolves.”

Some technologists 
have forecast that automa‑
tion will lead to a future 
without work, while other 
observers have been more 
skeptical about such 
scenarios.

MIT economists 
Daron Acemoglu and 
Pascual Restrepo take a 
middle‑middleground 
approach in a 2020 paper, 
Robots and Jobs: Evidence 
from U.S. Labor Markets.

“We find fairly major 
negative employment 
effects,” Acemoglu says, 
although he notes that the 
impact of the trend can be 
overstated.

From 1990 to 2007, 
the study shows, adding 
one additional robot per 

Like remote office work, a virtual commencement takes the formalities out of high school graduation.

The post‑pandemic 
economic recovery – 

already underway, despite 
the pandemic being in the 
present rather than past 
tense – is already showing 
signs of a labour shortage. 
That could lead to higher 
wages in some cases as 
employers bid for more 
workers, but it could also 
see an uptick in automa‑
tion as companies look for 
both predictability and 
cost‑savings.

We’re already travelling 
down that path. A much‑
cited 2013 Oxford Univer‑
sity study, for instance, 
predicted that machines 
might be able to perform 
half of all jobs in the next 
two decades. Others have 
followed up the study with 
research of their own, with 
the pandemic putting a 
spotlight on the future 
of work, along with the 
likes of remote working, 
shifting demographics and 
housing.

A McKinsey Global 
Institute (MGI) study from 
earlier this year hones in 
on the pandemic’s poten‑
tial impact on how and 
where we work. The group 
predicted that a quarter 
of the U.S. workforce, 
some 45 million people, 
could lose their jobs by 
2030, up from the 39 
million predicted in 2017. 
The increase is linked to 
COVID‑19.

“COVID‑19 accelerated 
three groups of consumer 
and business trends 
that are likely to persist: 
remote work and virtual 
interactions, e‑commerce 
and digital transactions, 
and deployment of 
automation and AI. Our 
research suggests that 
the disruptions to work 
sparked by COVID‑19 
will be larger than we 
had estimated in our 
pre‑pandemic research, 
especially for the lowest‑
paid, least educated, and 
most vulnerable workers,” 
MGI notes in the study, 
The Future of Work after →KANNON 10
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

A case of who is following who?

about the follows they saw.
For those unaware, a 

follow is a muskie, or the 
shadow of what could be 
a muskie, or a neutrally 
buoyant stick, that mate-
rializes out of nowhere 
within sight of the angler 
and then leaves quickly 
without showing any 
interest in the lure the 
were “following.” 

The muskie angler is 
saying to you three things: 
I was in the right area and 
attracted a huge fish so I 
know what I’m doing. Also, 
the fish didn’t take my 
lure because muskie are 
very smart, so you should 
respect me for targeting a 
very challenging fish.

See how brilliant this is?
That’s why I am hoping 

to introduce something 
similar to the bass fishing 
world this Saturday.

That’s right. This season 
I will be telling people 
(who ask if I had any luck 
when I have clearly been 

skunked) about how many 
bass “follows” I had.

But lest you think I am 
ripping off the muskie 
anglers, let me tell you 
the major difference. 
In muskie fishing it is 
the muskie who follows 
the angler while, in my 
version, it is the angler 
who follows the bass.

So, if some wise-acre 
asks me is I got any bass, 
when I was obviously 
skunked, I will get my 
revenge by boring them 
to tears with a 30-minute 
story about all the bass 
I followed. That’ll teach 
them.

My fish finder is going 
to help, of course, since I 
will be able to follow bass 
without ever having seen 
them at all.

By doing this, the bass 
angler is saying to you 
three things: I was in 
the right area and was 
attracted by a huge fish 
so I know what I’m doing. 
Also, the fish swam away 
from my lure because bass 
are very smart, so you 
should respect the bass 
for targeting a challenged 

angler. Likewise you 
should respect the chal-
lenged angler for targeting 
such a smart fish.

See how brilliant this is?
In either case, whether 

for muskie or bass, “the 
follow” serves a much-
needed purpose, which is 
to keep cruel people from 
asking if you managed 
to catch any fish, which, 
if you did, they would 
already know about. Trust 
me. 

Oh, sure it won’t stop 
them from asking the 
first time or maybe even 
the second. But eventu-
ally, they will tire of your 
lengthy and dramatic 
descriptions of how 
a mysterious shadow 
followed you or allowed 
you to follow it – perhaps 
all day.

And then, with any luck 
at all, whenever they see 
you at the boat launch, 
they will walk away with-
out asking…

Which is great, unless 
you finally catch a good 
fish. In which case, you’ll 
have a bit more following 
to do.

Muskie anglers are an 
ingenious group of 

people. For, they invented 
the follow. Up until they 
did that, people used to 
call it seeing a fish. In fact, 
it still is called that when 
dealing with other sport-
fish species.

For instance, if you ask 
a skunked bass angler if 
they caught any fish – 
which is a cruel thing to 
ask, because if they caught 
fish you’d already know – 
they will probably pretend 
not to hear you or, if that’s 
impossible, tell you in no 
uncertain terms where to 
go.

They will certainly not 
tell you about the fish 
they saw, because that is 
an indication there were 
fish to be caught, which is 
the exact opposite of what 
they will eventually try to 
tell you.

Muskie anglers, God 
bless them, decided to 
challenge that cruel ques-
tion head-on, however. 
So, if you were to ask a 
skunked muskie angler 
if they had any luck, they 
would smile and tell you 

The real identity of Uncle Bob 
is Woolwich Councillor Murray 
Martin.

A successful marketing 
company in St. Jacobs was 
started in an office at The 
Observer.

An Elvis impersonator who is 
also a sitting politician, 
performed at an Observer 
Great Pumpkin Party 
Halloween event.

 ↆ LAST WEEK: More than half of our online readers couldn't identify 
the lie. Cathedral Communications Inc is the parent company of The 
Observer and was inspired by a basement location in a church on 
Memorial Ave in Elmira. The Observer owners were interviewed by the 
local CTV News location for a local spot which was then picked up for 
the National broadcast of The Risk Takers. The Bristow Bulletin was 
never considered as a name, it was always only Woolwich Observer. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

tance movements also 
have similarities. Burmese 
protesters have adopted 
the three-fingered pro-de-
mocracy salute that Thai 
students borrowed from 
‘The Hunger Games.’ 
They also copied a lot of 
the Thai pro-democracy 
activists’ tactics – but they 
really haven’t understood 
the strategy behind those 
tactics.

Quite a few of the Thai 
protesters have been 
killed by the army in the 
past seven years, but 
their friends haven’t said 
to themselves: ‘Well, 
non-violence didn’t work. 
Time to go to violence.’ 
They have listened to the 
experts and understood 
that resorting to armed 

force will actually reduce 
their chances of an even-
tual victory.

Violent attempted revo-
lutions fail twice as often as 
non-violent ones. Resort-
ing to violence means you 
are playing on the enemy’s 
turf, and he will probably 
eat you alive. Whereas no 
matter how many people 
the army kills, it cannot 
eliminate a determined 
non-violent opposition.

It takes great patience 
and huge courage to follow 
that strategy, but that is 
actually how non-violent 
movements win. In seven 
long years Thai democrats 
haven’t yet forced their 
army to yield power, but 
it certainly could happen 
and meanwhile few people 
are being killed.

After only six months, 
some of the Burmese 
democrats are already 
turning to violence. This 
is a strategic error that will 
cost them and Burma very 
dearly.

In defence of the 
Burmese protesters, the 
Tatmadaw is a far more 
ruthless and cruel organ-
isation than the Thai 
army. In 1988 Burmese 
troops slaughtered 3,000 
unarmed students in a 
single day to suppress an 
earlier attempt at democ-
ratization.

Going up against the 
Burmese army in peace-
ful protest is terrifying 
and potentially suicidal. 
Attacking it militarily, 
however, is both suicidal 
and futile.

DYER: Burmese should follow example set by Thais

1,000 workers reduced 
the national employ-
ment-to-population ratio 
by about 0.2 per cent, with 
some areas of the U.S. 
affected far more than 
others. That means each 
additional robot added in 
manufacturing replaced 
about 3.3 workers nation-
ally, on average.

That increased use of 

robots in the workplace 
also lowered wages by 
roughly 0.4 per cent during 
the same time period, the 
study found.

“We find negative wage 
effects, that workers are 
losing in terms of real 
wages in more affected 
areas, because robots are 
pretty good at competing 
against them.”

Optimistic or not, jobs 

will be lost, certainly. Some 
new ones will be created, 
of course, though likely 
not enough to offset the 
losses. And there will be 
skill set mismatches that 
will add to the challenge – 
it’s one thing to say people 
will need to train for new 
careers, but another alto-
gether to actually do that 
for millions of displaced 
workers.

KANNON: Control of technology will pace future of work
→ FROM 9→ FROM 8

1.   D. 202,080 km
2.  C. All 10
3.  C. A lake monster
4.  D. 1987
5.  C. Basketball
6.  A. Village
7.   B. Lacrosse
8.  C. Winnie the Pooh

9.  C. 6
10.  D. 1908
11.  C. Hawaiian Pizza
12.  C. Alaska
13.  A. Caribou
14.  B. Macaroni and Cheese
15.  D. Vancouver
16.  C. Edmonton

The Canada Quiz - Answers Quiz on page 18

17.   B. Toronto
18.  C. Churchill, 

Manitoba
19.  C. Pemmican
20.  C. Lester B. Pearson
21.  D. None of the above
22.  C. Manitoba

Alex Filipe 
Observer Staff

WOOLWICH TOWN-
SHIP CANCELS LARGE 
GATHERINGS in favour 
of smaller activities aimed 
at educating participants 
about Indigenous issues.

While some communi-
ties like Wilmot Township 
have decided to cancel 
Canada Day activities 
altogether, Woolwich is 
taking a different route. 
Incorporating educational 
activities related to Indig-
enous issues, the township 
plans to promote the calls 

Woolwich incorporates Indigenous awareness into this year’s Canada Day celebration
to action put forth by the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission in 2015.

“It feels inappropriate to 
celebrate as we normally 
would in light of the 
discovery of the remains of 
215 students buried on the 
site of a former Kamloops 
Indian Residential School 
and the ongoing discov-
eries across Canada,” 
said Marie Malcolm, 
community programs and 
inclusion coordinator for 
Woolwich Township. “So 
this year we are looking 
at incorporating a little 
bit more reflection and 

remembrance compo-
nents to our Canada Day 
celebrations.”

Woolwich Coun. Scott 
McMillan echoed that 
sentiment in discussing 
the importance of remem-
bering the impact of the 
Indigenous community.

“It’s important for 
Canada Day, when we’re 
celebrating the founda-
tion of our country, that 
we realize that founda-
tion is built around [the] 
oppression and genocide 
of Indigenous people,” 
said McMillan. “[Canada 
Day] demands of us that 

we acknowledge the past 
and, and seek to learn the 
truth of our history with 
Indigenous people here in 
Canada.”

One of the ways to 
promote Indigenous 
culture and artists is 
through a book featured 
in their storybook walks. 
Happening in Breslau, 
Elmira and St. Jacobs, 
the storybook walk is an 
opportunity for families 
to explore the pages of 
picture books mounted 
to storyboard signs along 
trails and park spaces.

The choice for Elmi-

ra’s storybook walk is 
an empowering Indig-
enous twist on a classic 
wolf narrative, ‘The Girl 
and the Wolf’ written by 
Katherena Vermette, a Red 
River Métis (Michif) writer 
from Treaty 1 territory.

“It’s a phenomenal 
picture book,” explained 
Malcolm. “Readers are 
able to get a message and 
enjoy the characters of 
Indigenous First Nations 
that nourished traditional 
ways of knowing.”

The Indigenous-focused 
book at one of the walks is 
not the only way Wool-

wich Township is putting 
a focus on Indigenous 
culture this Canada Day. 
There are educational 
resources posted on the 
woolwich.ca/stayactive 
page, which contains the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada: 
Calls to Action. The docu-
ment, published in 2015 
by the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission, 
brings forth 94 “calls to 
action” that urge all levels 
of government to work 
together to change policies 
and programs to repair the 

→ CANADA DAY 12
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

BusinessBusiness As of midnight on July 5, fully vaccinated 
Canadians and permanent residents will be 
exempt from hotel quarantine and mandatory 
14-day quarantine when travelling by air. But 
the airline industry maintains that Canada 
needs a clear and comprehensive re-start 
plan for international travel, and an end to 
one-off piecemeal announcements concern-
ing quarantine and border policy changes. 

The Ontario BIA Association's newest acces-
sibility initiative, Accessing Our Heritage, 
focuses on increasing the accessibility of 
Ontario’s heritage buildings, spaces and 
main streets. A conference for built-environ-
ment professionals will be held on Oct. 20.
www.obiaa.com/projects/accessibility

Vaccines and air travel Accessing our heritage

New episode release: Last episode + Finale.

Available
wherever
you listen.  

▶  podcast.observerxtra.com

by Heather Calder

25 years later the Observer serial
novel turned into 40 parts in 9 
episodes. Listen for Free Today!

ing quarantine and border policy changes. 

Elmira's Geoff Demeuleneare with one of the backstops developed for his new venture, Send-It Archery. [Submitted]

New venture is right on target
Justine Fraser
For Observer

FOR GEOFF DEMEULE˜
NEARE, THERE’S NO 
better way to unwind than 
fitting an arrow to his 
bow and practicing his 
archery skills. The Elmira 
man has a passion for the 
sport, which he took up 
years ago to bond with his 
stepdad. 

The more he drew his 
bow, the more he devel-
oped his skills. It was 
a stress reliever and a 
mental break from the day 
for Demeuleneare. Spend-
ing so much time at it gave 
him insight as to the needs 

of other archers. 
Now, he’s rolled his 

enjoyment of the sport 
into a business venture, 
having noticed there was 
nothing available in the 
way of effective backstops 
for stray arrows while 
shooting at targets. Enter 
Send-It Archery, which 
had its origins some two 
years ago when Demeu-
leneare was looking for a 
way to make archery more 
accessible.

Send-It Archery sells 
different sizes of large 
archery backstops for 
beginners and expert 
users. The goal is for 
archers to never have to 

look for an arrow in the 
woods again. Taking the 
near-misses, the backstop 
creates a peace of mind for 
the user. 

“I realized that there 
weren’t too many options 
for people to be shooting 
in their backyard and 
not many options that 
let you to shoot safely as 
far as backstop goes to 
protect you for those small 
misses,” said Demeule-
neare of the inspiration 
behind the product line.

The backstop is Cana-
dian-made, it’s capable 
of stopping an arrow 
at 390FPS. It’s a great 
learning tool for those → ARCHERY 12

The agriculture indus-
try has started to take 

a look at how it relates 
to society on a granular 
level. That could very well 
lead to big changes in its 
leadership and the way it 
conducts itself, especially 
by being more inclusive, 
and by being led provin-
cially by a new minister 
who is a woman.

Teeswater-area family 
farmer Lisa Thompson, 
MPP for the agriculturally 
significant riding of Huron 
Bruce, was appointed 
Minister of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs in a 
Ford government cabinet 
shuffle Friday.

Many thought Thomp-
son was a natural for that 
post when Ford came into 
power, having served as 
MPP since 2011. Instead, 
she was made Minister of 
Education. That didn’t 
work out very well when 
she took unpopular 
stands on sex education, 
class sizes and teacher 
unions, consistent with 
Ford government think-
ing. She was demoted 
to lead government and 
consumer affairs, and lost 
much of her profile. 

But with the premier 
wanting a cabinet with a 
new look heading towards 
an election next year, 
long-time ag minister 
Ernie Hardeman (Oxford) 
was ousted in favour of 
Thompson. There’s spec-
ulation about whether the 
26-year political veteran 
will run again, but not 
from him. He told the 
London Free Press he was 
“not overly enthusiastic” 
about being cut; after all, 
he was liked by the farm-

ing community, truly did 
all he could to help young 
people, and didn’t make 
any missteps that would 
merit such treatment.

Anyway, Thompson 
too is liked by the farm 
community, as evidenced 
by the outpouring of 
congratulations that 
followed last week’s 
appointment. You would 
expect it to some degree, 
but it seemed unusu-
ally fast and robust. For 
example, Grain Farmers 
of Ontario chair Brendan 
Byrne said Thompson 
“understands the need 
of rural communities 
and farmers, and we 
know she will look for 
new ways of supporting 
and helping grow farm 
businesses and rural 
economies.” The orga-
nization’s CEO, Crosby 
Devitt, said grain farmers 
were “thrilled to see this 
new appointment… with 
COVID disruptions, trade 
disputes, volatile markets, 
and high levels of business 
risk for farmers, Ontario 
agriculture needs a strong 
voice and advocate who 
understands farmers and 
farming businesses.”

Through her career, 
Thompson’s been a strong 
agricultural education 
advocate. She isn’t the 
first woman to serve in the 
minister’s role – Leona 
Dombrowsky held the 
position back at the start 
of this century – but 
Thompson is assuming 

New minister has 
huge opportunity

to promote change

→ ROBERTS 12

Elmira man turns passion for archery into a business that helps corral stray arrows
looking to enjoy the sport 
of archery or up their skill 
level, he says.

“We see families doing 
it together all the time: 
mothers and daughters, 
fathers, sons – it’s for 
every age, every ability. 
It’s that thing that gives 
you a break from the day 
and lets you do something 
together.”

The sport of archery has 
increased in popularity 
over the last five or six  
years, noted Demeulene-
are.

“We are seeing a whole 
bunch of new demo-
graphics like women and 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought
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FORM 6
SALE OF LAND BY PUBLIC TENDER

Municipal Act, 2001
Ontario Regulation 181/03, Municipal Tax Sale Rules

SALE OF LAND BY PUBLIC TENDER 

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY

Take Notice that tenders are invited for the purchase of the land 
described below and will be received until 3:00 p.m. local time 
on July 22, 2021, at the Municipal Office,4639 Lobsinger Line,  
St. Clements Ontario.

The tenders will then be opened in public on the same day as soon 
as possible after 3:00 p.m. at the Municipal Office, 4639 Lobsinger 
Line, St. Clements.

Submitted tenders will be opened via Zoom. Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89379997210?pwd=ZW8xb1o3Tlo3
Mm1PWkVkVHAwNHBiQT09
Meeting ID: 89379997210 Passcode: 150694 Or join by phone: 
Dial by your location +1 587 328 1099, +1 647 374 4685, +1 647 
558 0588, +1 778 907 2071, +1 438 809 7799, 
+1 204 272 7920

Description of land:
Roll No. 30 24 020 001 05601 0000; Weimar Line, Wellesley; PIN 
22173-0093 (LT); PT LT 1 CON A E SEC WELLESLEY AS IN 404608; 
WELLESLEY; File No. 19-03
According to the last returned assessment roll, the assessed value 
of the land is $307,000.
Minimum tender amount: $27,262.73

Tenders must be submitted in the prescribed form and must be 
accompanied by a deposit of at least 20 per cent of the tender 
amount, which deposit shall be made by way of a certified cheque/
bank draft/ money order payable to the municipality. 

Except as follows, the municipality makes no representation 
regarding the title to or any other matters relating to the land to 
be sold.  Responsibility for ascertaining these matters rests with 
the potential purchasers. The assessed value, according to the 
last returned assessment roll, may or may not be representative 
of the current market value of the property.

Transfers of properties in this jurisdiction that contain at least one 
and not more than six single family residences and are transferred 
to non-residents of Canada or foreign entities, are subject to the 
Province’s Non-Resident Speculation Tax (NRST).

This sale is governed by the Municipal Act, 2001 and the Municipal 
Tax Sales Rules made under that Act.  The successful purchaser will 
be required to pay the amount tendered plus accumulated taxes 
and any taxes that may be applicable, such as a land transfer tax 
and HST. 

The municipality has no obligation to provide vacant possession to 
the successful purchaser.

A copy of the prescribed form of tender is available on the website 
of the Government of Ontario Central Forms Repository under the 
listing for the Ministry of Municipal Affairs.

For further information regarding this sale and a copy of the 
prescribed form of tender, visit:

www.OntarioTaxSales.ca
or if no internet access available, contact:

Fiona Gilbert, Deputy Treasurer/Tax Collector
The Corporation of the Township of Wellesley
4639 Lobsinger Line, R.R. #1
St. Clements ON   N0B 2M0
Phone: 519-699-3943 Fax: 519-699-4540
www.wellesley.ca

children, families getting 
involved in it. There's lots 
of archery ranges around 
that seem to be doing well 
right now. And it's becom-
ing more of a popular 
topic to talk about, right? 
And people are seeing the 
benefits of doing it.

“For myself, you go 
for five or 10 minutes or 
sometimes an hour and 
to be able to make a good 
shot or to be focused 
on archery, you can't be 

thinking about the rest 
of the day. So for those 10 
minutes, or 15 minutes a 
day, it's almost a break in 
the form of meditation. 
So we're seeing a lot of 
people getting involved 
in it.” 

There are plenty of 
points that sets his prod-
ucts apart, says Demeule-
neare.

“Our manufacturing we 
believe is the strongest, 
most versatile stuff on 
the market, it provides 

you peace of mind and 
confidence, for any archer 
at any level, so people that 
are just getting into it that 
aren’t sure – this gives 
you safety and peace of 
mind behind your target 
in case you do hit those 
small misses and for the 
more experienced people 
shooting their bow for 
10 or 15 years like myself 
to try new distances or 
harder shot angles.” 

For more information, see 
www.senditarchery.com.

Geoff Demeuleneare finds time to unwind with his favourite hobby. Submitted

ARCHERY: Sport is increasing in popularity, he says
→ FROM 11

the cabinet post at a time 
when women have become 
extremely frustrated with 
the male-dominated 
composition of agricul-
tural decision-making 
entities.

Calls abound for agricul-
tural commodity groups 
and grower organizations 
to join the movement 
towards higher levels 
of equity, inclusion and 
diversity (EID). Some have 
done a great job of it over 
the years, but there’s still a 
lot of catching up to do.

One group ahead of the 
curve is the Ontario Sheep 

Farmers. As part of what 
it calls a major overhaul, 
the organization recently 
passed a diversity and 
inclusion policy. It’s also 
writing a new five-year 
plan that considers its 
governance model, poli-
cies and procedures and 
conduct.

General manager Jenn 
MacTavish is bursting at 
the seams with enthusi-
asm. 

“It means we are thriv-
ing, growing, diversifying 
and changing,” she says. “I 
am proud – and yes, a lot 
biased – about the work 
[we] are doing and I think 

it’s important to share that 
pride.”

She right, and sharing 
agriculture’s story is key 
to having a social contract 
with consumers, who 
want to make educated 
decisions about their 
food purchases and based 
their opinions about food 
production on facts and 
shared values.

The new agriculture 
minister can usher 
through change, seize the 
momentum and lead it. 
What a huge opportunity 
for a politician to truly 
make a difference. Good 
luck to her.

ROBERTS: An opportunity to make a difference
→ FROM 11

harm caused by residen-
tial schools and move 
forward with reconcilia-
tion.

“There is an attach-
ment to that document 
for residents to review 
and educate [themselves] 
and just learn more about 
[Indigenous issues],” said 
Malcolm.

The township also 
hopes its community will 
lend support to Indige-
nous organizations in the 
region. Donation links to 
both Healing of the Seven 
Generations and Wood-
land Cultural Centre’s Save 

the Evidence campaign 
can be found on the town-
ship’s stay active page.

“Those organizations 
do remarkable work with 
providing education and 
resources [to] anyone look-
ing,” said Malcolm. “So 
those are two organiza-
tions that we were focus-
ing on within our area to 
support.”

Malcolm said she hopes 
that this Canada Day will 
be one that promotes 
inclusion and education. 
While the country grap-
ples with the emergence 
of its wrongdoings, it 
provides an opportunity 

for its citizens to better 
understand one another 
and the challenges and 
trauma community 
members face.

“It’s an ongoing educa-
tion component that all 
of us as Canadians need 
to continue to learn and 
also reflect about,” said 
Malcolm. “[It’s] an oppor-
tunity to learn more and 
seek out local organiza-
tions to see how you could 
contribute to creating 
more of a wholesome and 
educated awareness of 
a wide variety of differ-
ent cultures within our 
community.”

CANADA DAY:  The spotlight is on Indigenous issues
→ FROM 10
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A harvest of local 
farming innovation.
Connect to the land.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

Rural
Connections

Rural
Connections

The Christian Farmers Federation of 
Ontario is now accepting applications 
for the 2021 CFFO Scholarship Program, 
which encourages the pursuit of higher 
education in students who want to 
study agriculture and related fields. It 
offers four $2,500 scholarships in total.
www.christianfarmers.org/scholarship

Dairy Farmers of Canada (DFC) launched 
a new marketing campaign that high-
lights the next generation of Canadian 
dairy farmers and their work towards our 
shared future. Dairy Farmers of Tomorrow 
features authentic and relatable young 
farmers shining a light on sustainable and 
responsible modern farming practices.
www.dairyfarmersofcanada.ca/tomorrow

Ag. scholarships DFC's new campaign

Regenerative agricul-
ture is making some 

noise of late – so much so 
that some companies are 
making it a priority.

McCain Foods, the 
world’s largest producer 
of french fries, just 
committed to limiting its 
climate footprint, saying 
all its french fries will 
come from farms using 
regenerative agriculture 
by 2030.

For consumers, this is 
supposed to mean that 
within nine years, McCain 
will be buying potatoes 
only from farms that use 
more sustainable agricul-
tural practices.

McCain commits to 
farming techniques that 
promote biodiversity 
and more plant cover on 
fields. Those practices 
minimize soil distur-
bance and maximize crop 
diversity to increase water 
efficiency, protect against 
erosion, capture more 
carbon, and create greater 
resilience to droughts and 
floods.

Six principles were 

presented by McCain. 
Farmers will also be 
expected to minimize soil 
disturbance and use less 
fertilizer and pesticides. 
In the potato business, 
these would be significant 
steps. This could reduce 
yields for partnering 
farmers and increase the 
cost of products.

And as these shifts 
require some form of 
accounting, it could 
mean more paperwork for 
McCain’s suppliers.

Changing practices for 
a stronger planet is where 
we all are these days and 
McCain is trying to make 
its contribution. No prob-
lem there.

On the surface, it may 
sound like a bold move 
from the french fry king, 
but very few details were 
given as far as specific 
targets go. Without any 
specific metric to make 
the company more 
accountable, McCain’s 
announcement reads very 
much like those of other 
companies that have 

McCain's jumping on regenerative agriculture bandwagon

→ CHARLEBOIS 15 Sustainable practices are now a priority for McCain Foods as it changes how it buys potatoes. 

World's largest producer of french fries has a new focus, but what does that mean for consumers and suppliers?

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

519-638-3547 7668 8th Line Drayton cleanfieldsvc
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A silver lining of the 
COVID-19 pandemic 

and our transition to a 
virtual world has been 
the reduced operating 
costs of the Ontario 
Federation of Agricul-
ture (OFA) and a surplus 
budget that has provided 
an opportunity to invest 
in communities across 
the province, the organi-

zation says.
To further support 

rural areas and put the 
organization’s financial 
surplus to good use, OFA 
created the Revive Fund. 
The program offers the 
OFA’s 51 county and 
regional federations the 
opportunity to apply 
for additional funding 
to plan, develop and 

launch new projects 
and initiatives in their 
local communities. The 
Revive Fund aims to help 
our farming and rural 
communities recover 
and rejuvenate from the 
many hardships faced 
during COVID-19. 

The intention is to 
support our grassroots 
members and agricul-

tural communities by 
giving back in a way 
that can make a posi-
tive impact through 
the implementation 
of tangible activities. 
These initiatives focus on 
health and wellness, agri-
culture education, local 
food promotion, envi-
ronmental stewardship, 
leadership development → OFA 15

OFA invests in new program to support farming and rural communities across Ontario
and farm safety. 

“While the global 
pandemic has created 
many challenges, one of 
the benefits to organiza-
tions like OFA has been 
a reduction in operating 
costs in a virtual world,” 
said Drew Spoelstra, OFA 
vice-president and chair 
of the budget committee. 
“This has allowed OFA to 

partner with our county 
and regional federations 
to contribute financially 
to projects that suit their 
area which will in turn 
support our diverse farm-
ing communities.”

Applications for the 
Revive Fund opened on 
April 1 and will be acces-
sible until December 
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80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

SPECIALIZING IN:
• FERTILIZER (Agricultural & Commercial)
• SEED GRAINS & GRASS SEED
• SOYBEANS
• BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS
• SOIL TESTING
• LOCAL FREIGHT

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845

Ontario’s fruit and 
vegetable grow-

ers are pushing back on 
recent allegations of poor 
housing standards and 
lax inspections around 
employer-provided hous-
ing for seasonal agricul-
tural workers, last week 
issuing a statement to the 
contrary.

Workers who come 
to Ontario through the 
Seasonal Agricultural 
Worker Program (SAWP) to 
work on fruit and vege-
table farms have access 
to housing from their 
employers. This housing is 
built, occupied and oper-
ated according to official 
fire and building codes 
and local public health 
standards. All housing is 
supervised and inspected 
by federal and provincial 
government officials, 
local public health units, 
and liaison officers from 

Farmers push back on reports of poor worker housing
Employer-provided housing for seasonal agricultural workers is heavily regulated

the SAWP workers’ home 
countries. If there are 
any issues with housing, 
anonymous reports can 
be made to the federal 
government or liaison 
officers for appropriate 
investigation.

“As farmers who employ 
SAWP workers in Ontario, 
we are subject to multiple 
layers of legislation and 
inspection, and those who 
don’t follow the rules face 
penalties that include 
temporary suspension or 
even permanent removal 
from the program,” says 
Ken Forth, president 
of Foreign Agricultural 
Resource Management 
Services. “Farmers support 
a strong regulatory frame-
work to protect the health 
and safety of seasonal agri-
cultural workers in their 
working and living envi-
ronments, and housing 
that does not meet govern-
ment standards should not 
pass inspection.”

Ontario was one of the 
first provinces to establish 
a consistent housing stan-
dard for SAWP workers, 
which was developed and 
supported by Ontario’s 
local public health units. 
During 2020 farmers, 
health units and the 
Ontario government devel-
oped recommendations to 
further strengthen housing 
requirements in light of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Individual public health 

units also implemented 
their own quarantine 
accommodation require-
ments, some of which are 
the strictest in Canada.

“Farm employers of 
SAWP workers have been 
working hard since the 
beginning of the pandemic 
to adapt to evolving health 
and safety guidelines and 
meet federal quarantine 
requirements to protect 
workers and Canadians,” 
says Bill George, chair of 
the Ontario Fruit and Vege-
table Growers’ Association. 
“The well-being and safety 
of all farm workers is top 
priority for farm employ-
ers. Without a strong 
workforce, Ontario’s farms 
cannot carry out their 
essential role of producing 
food for Canadians.” 

Canada’s Seasonal Agri-
cultural Worker Program 
has been in place since 
1966 and is an essential 
part of the country’s fruit 
and vegetable production. 
It is open to workers from 
Mexico, Jamaica, Trinidad 
& Tobago, Barbados and 
the Eastern Caribbean 
Islands, who come to 
Canada to work on fruit 
and vegetable farms annu-
ally for a defined period of 
time before going home for 
the winter. The program is 
approved by the govern-
ment of Canada and the 
governments of the partic-
ipating countries sending 
workers to Canada. 

1.800.556.9452        amiattachments.com

NOW
HIRING

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

126 Bonnie Crs., Elmira
www.rytechmachine.ca

Fruit and vegetable growers are becoming proactive about the issue of seasonal workers.

All cover crop informa�on from: Weil, R.R., & Brady, N.C. (2017). The nature and proper�es of soils (15th ed.). Boston:Pearson. & Laura Van Eerd, University of GuelphAll cover crop informa�on from: Weil, R.R., & Brady, N.C. (2017). The nature and proper�es of soils (15th ed.). Boston:Pearson. & Laura Van Eerd, University of Guelph

Improving soil health & biodiversity are key reasons 

Julia@cribit.comJulia@cribit.com
519-664-3701 ext. 70519-664-3701 ext. 70

Find the
cover crop
that’s right
for you!
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Protect soil from erosive forces of wind and rain – even small amounts 
of surface cover results in large reductions of soil erosion 
Add to the soil organic matter
Alleviate soil compaction
Increases in-season available N 
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WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-3232371 Arthur St. S. Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

CUSTOM SERVICE INC.

•

CUSTOM FARMING
•
•

•
•

RENTAL EQUIPMENT
• •

• •

• 34’ 
•

Stoneview

Specializing 
in Foraging 
& Merging

jumped on the regener-
ative agriculture band-
wagon. PepsiCo, Nestle 
and General Mills are 
some companies that have 
committed to specific 
initiatives like McCain’s.

These companies mean 
well and generally want 
to make a difference, 
but they all face more 
well-deserved skepticism. 
Canadians are growing 
impatient with bold 
promises made by the 
food industry.

Most recently, the Retail 
Council of Canada backed 
away from its promise on 
cage-free eggs by 2025 and 
the phasing out of gesta-
tion stalls for pregnant 
pigs by 2022. It argued this 
couldn’t be done, even 
though a promise was 
made a few years ago.

Other companies, like 
Starbucks, have also failed 
to deliver on environmen-
tally focused objectives in 
recent years, giving way to 
more collective cynicism.

In agriculture, it’s 
the same thing. The 
pandemic got people 
thinking differently about 
food supply chains. Most 
Canadians went from 
wanting a transparent 
food industry to want-
ing one in which they 
could understand how it 
functions. One piece is 
certainly how and where 
agricultural commodi-
ties are grown, here and 
elsewhere.

McCain, and other 
companies, are fully 
aware that Canadians 
don’t expect private land 
managers to act in the 
best interest of society 
without the proper incen-
tives to encourage that 
action.

Making ecological 
stewardship the norm is 
a top priority for many 
anti-big-agriculture 
interest groups, as we 
get closer to the United 
Nations Food Systems 
Summit later this year. 
The focus will be to set 
a path to reach the UN’s 
Sustainable Development 
Goals by 2030.

Major agribusiness 
companies like McCain 
are expected to provide 
some answers – and 
quick. This is likely why 
many companies, includ-
ing McCain, are choosing 
2030 as a target. It’s all 
about the UN goals.

But skepticism is a 
two-way street. For some, 
regenerative agriculture 
is a feel-good slogan that’s 
flexible enough to bend to 
a listener’s preconceived 
environmental biases.

As the term regenera-
tive agriculture has only 
been thrown around for 
a few years, it clearly has 
set the record for rapid 
eco-stewardship water-
ing-down of what it really 
means. Principles can be 
set in many ways, with-
out specific, measurable 
goals.

CHARLEBOIS: Ecological stewardship is a top priority
Despite all that, 

McCain’s move isn’t 
trivial. Such a call will 
resonate with consumers 
and within the company’s 
network. The company is 
known for skilful methods 
within its supply chain. It 
understands it quite well. 
Farmers and its broader 
network were likely 
consulted thoroughly 
before the announce-
ment.

The regenerative 
agriculture call is very 
much about setting the 
field up for some new 
collaborative work with 
partners, with a different 
focus on natural resource 
management. In doing 
so, inputs, actions and 
performances will all 
need to be measured, and 
McCain knows more work 
is needed on that front. 
Extraordinary claims will 
always require extraordi-
nary evidence.

So if you’re not buying 
McCain’s commitment, 
you’re likely not alone. 
But this call isn’t just 
about consumers. It’s 
more about preparing its 
ecosystem for changes in 
years to come. As McCain 
befriends the concept of 
regenerative agriculture, 
it will also need to define 
what this means for its 
network.

ↆ Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is 
senior director of the agri-food 
analytics lab and a professor in 
food distribution and policy at 
Dalhousie University. 

→ FROM 13

2021. Since the launch 
of the program, OFA has 
received 11 successful 
applications from federa-
tions across the province. 
These federation applica-
tions have been approved 
for funding and are 
investing in projects to 
further support farmers, 
members and residents 
in rural communities. 
Funding ranges from 
$900 to $5,000, allow-
ing county and regional 
federations to commit to 
community projects and 
initiatives while receiv-
ing matching funds from 
OFA through the Revive 
Fund program. 

One of the successful 
applicants thus far has 
been Northumberland 
Federation of Agricul-
ture, who is currently 
working on a campaign to 
develop new field signs 
to help identify farm 
crops. 

“Northumberland is 
excited to be partici-
pating in a crop signage 
project that educates 
consumers about the 
crops they see growing 
in our fields turning 
into items at our grocery 
stores,” said Sid Atkin-
son, Northumberland 

Federation of Agriculture 
president. “OFA match-
ing funds have enabled 
us to double the impact 
of the project, with 12 
signs going in the ground 
across Northumberland 
County’s major roads.”

Bruce and Grey Coun-
ties will also be joining 
the Northumberland 
Federation in the devel-
opment of educational 
field signs with the help 
of the Revive Fund. “We 
are excited to have been 
approved for the OFA 
Revive Funding,” said 
Dianne Booker, Grey 
County Federation of 
Agriculture president. 
“This funding will be 
going towards roadside 
signage to help consum-
ers identify and see how 
crops grow throughout 
the season.”

Additionally, the 
Algoma Federation is 
utilizing the program to 
invest in road signs for 
the ‘Farm Equipment 
Turning’ project. The 
funding will help the 
community by invest-
ing in signs that will 
exhibit further safety 
measures and provide 
awareness on farm-use 
lanes and slow moving 
vehicles. “This fund has 

allowed us to develop 
signs with the intent to 
reduce accidents on the 
road and alert motor-
ists that a farm vehicle 
may be turning,” said 
Jason Koivisto, Algoma 
Federation of Agriculture 
president. “It’s a priority 
for our federation to work 
together to keep roads 
safe for both the farm-
ing community and the 
general public. We are 
grateful to OFA’s fund for 
helping us achieve this 
project.”

The Guelph-based 
OFA, which represents 
some 38,000 farm 
families in the province, 
says it’s committed to 
investing in commu-
nities as they recover 
socially and economi-
cally from the impacts of 
COVID-19, looking for the 
fund to showcase local 
projects and initiatives 
and encourage other 
federations across the 
province to get involved 
in their local communi-
ties. It’s an opportunity 
to identify if similar 
initiatives would fit in 
different areas of Ontario 
and allow for ideas to be 
duplicated and the bene-
fits multiplied exponen-
tially.

OFA : Organization's Revive Fund program provides 
matching supports for rural community projects 

→ FROM 13

Potato growers will have to adjust to shifts in customer expectations.
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DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  

• PROPANE  
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

390 Arthur St. S., Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.2015

(Hwy 86 & Rd. 21)

 

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

•33 Industrial Dr., Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.1591 3040 Sawmill Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.3796

284 Union St., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5040

HAPPY CANADA DAY!

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5403

OPEN 8am to 9pm
7 DAYS A WEEK

Have a

Canada Day!

DELIVERY SERVICE
AVAILABLE Call for Details

Operated by Tyson Pagett

Wellesley, Ontario | TEL: 519-656-3083

leis@bellnet.ca | www.murrayleisconstuction.com

2 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 226.600.3502

ELMIRA

Premium Olive Oils 
& Balsamic Vinegars, 

Gourmet Food Shoppe 
& Gift Emporium 

Come in for a

TASTING 
EXPERIENCE!

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.5484

www.elmirainsurance.ca

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

Happy Canada Day from 

Have a Safe and Happy Canada Day

 ••3044 Sawmill Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.3711

www.easeintowellness.co | TEL: 226.808.9283

 Elmira | TEL: 

CANADA 
DAY CLOSED 

JULY 1ST

www.amiattachments.com

1. Canada has the world's lon-
gest coastline. How long is it?

A.  500,000 km
B.  250,000 km
C.  300,000 km
D.  202,080 km

2. How many Canadian provinces 
does the maple tree grow in?
A.  8
B.  7
C.  All 10
D.  5

3. Who or what is an Ogopogo?
A.  Popular toy
B.  Fun board game
C.  A lake monster
D.  An Indigenous painting

4. What year did Canada replace the 
$1 bill with a $1 coin?
A.  1985
B.  1992
C. 1995
D.  1987

5. What sport was invented by Canadi-
an James Naismith in 1891?
A. Curling
B. Pickleball
C. Basketball
D. Hockey

6. Canada gets its name from “Kanata” 
which is the Iroquois word for what?
A. Village
B. Land
C. Peace
D. Friendship

7. What is the offi  cial sport in Canada 
that was adopted from indigenous 
game of Baggataway?
A. Curling
B. Lacrosse
C. Hockey
D. Archery

8. A Canadian bear cub was the inspi-
ration for what famous character?
A.  Paddington Bear
B.  Smokey the Bear
C. Winnie the Pooh
D.  Yogi Bear

9. How many timezones in Canada?
A.  4
B.  3
C.  6
D.  2

10. The Canadian anthem was com-
posed by Calixa Lavallee in 1880 with 
the English lyrics used today written 
by Robert Stanley Weir in which year?
A.  1885
B. 1896
C.  1901
D. 1908

The 
Canada 
Quiz

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology
to repair  your vehicle with
accuracy and confidence.

•30 Oriole Pkwy. E., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.4400 49 Industrial Dr., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.1631

JOIN OUR TEAM – email your resume to:
TBA.ElmiraHumanResources@toyota-boshoku.com

Proud to be part of Woolwich Community

One Kilometre south of Winterbourne 
on Waterloo Regional Rd. 23

Regional Rd. 23 • 519-664-3701 48 Arthur St. S, Elmira | TEL: 519.669.1611

Specializing in 
Paint & Wall 

coveringsDECORATING
SINCE 1961

Specializing in 

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519-669-3658

Corner of Union and Oriole Pkwy E.,Elmira | TEL: 519.669.8330

Melanie Beisel
Sales Representative

Direct: 519-590-0835 | Office: 519-747-2040

mbeisel@royallepage.ca

Let me help you celebrate 
with a no obligation 
home evaluation!

Find the answers to The 
Canada Quiz on page 10
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22 Church St. W., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5537

Mon. -  Sat. 9am - 6pm
Sun. Closed

108 Bonnie Cres. Unit B, Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.2145

Stay Safe

Thurs - Sat 
Open at 9 a.m.

Breakfast   Beverage Special&

3006 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg | TEL: 519.699.4413

HAPPY CANADA DAY!

75 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5655

3435 Broadway St., Hawkesville | TEL: 519.699.4641

•

Complete repairs to 
all cars and light trucks

100 Bonnie Cr., Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.19496344 Line 86, RR#1 West Montrose   | 519-669-2129

Swimming Pools • Canoeing on the Grand • Fishing
Children's Play Area • Walk to Covered Bridge

Driving distance to MANY more activities & amenities

www.WESTMONTROSECAMP.com

West
Montrose
Family Camp

3585 Lobsinger Line, St. Clements | TEL: 519.218.2188

in-season.ca
150 Church St. W., Elmira | 519.669.5672

Providing Emergency and Preventative 
Health Care for your Horses,

 Pets and Farm Livestock

Wishing you a safe 
& Happy Canada Day!

•21 Industrial Dr., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.2884

11. What famous kind of pizza 
was invented in Canada in 
1962?
A. Canadian Pizza
B.  Meat Lovers Pizza
C.  Hawaiian Pizza
D. Bacon Pizza

12. What US State shares the 
longest border with Canada?
A.  Montana
B.  Maine
C.  Alaska
D.  Michigan

13. What is the animal featured 
on the 25 cent coin?
A.  Caribou
B.  Antelope
C.  Moose
D.  Mountain Goat

14. What food do Canadian consumer 
per capita more than any other nation-
ality?
A.  Bacon
B.  Maple Syrup
C.  Macaroni and Cheese
D.  French Fries

15. What Canadian city is known as 
Hollywood North?
A. Calgary
B.  Toronto
C.  Montreal
D.  Vancouver

16. What Canadian city hosted the world’s 
largest shopping mall until 2004?
A.  Toronto
B.  Calgary
C.  Edmonton
D.  Montreal

17. Which Canadian city has never 
hosted the Olympics?
A.  Calgary
B.  Toronto
C.  Vancouver
D.  Montreal

18. What city is considered the polar 
bear capital of the world?
A.  Happy Valley-Goose Bay
B.  Fort Francis, Ontario
C.  Churchill, Manitoba
D.  Rankin Inlet, Nunavut

19. What high fat protein was invent-
ed by the native north Americans 
and adopted by early Europeans 
involved in the fur trade?
A.  Bannock
B.  Jerky
C.  Pemmican
D.  Bison

20. What Canadian Prime Minister 
won the Nobel Peace Prize?
A.  Jean Chretien
B.  Pierre Elliot Trudeau
C.  Lester B. Pearson
D.  Stephen Harper

21. Which territory does the North 
Pole belong to?
A.  Northwest Territories
B.  Yukon
C.  Nunavut
D.  None of the above

22. Which province is considered the 
snake capital of the world?
A.  British Columbia
B.  Alberta
C.  Manitoba
D.  Ontario

 ••56 Howard Ave., Unit 1, Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.0264

Orangeville• Fergus • Guelph • Kitchener

rlb.ca 1-866-822-9992

1-2633 Hergott Rd., St.Clements  | TEL: 519.699.1118

Happy Canada Day!

TEL: 519.747.2280

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties

Turkeys
Ready-to-lay-pullets

18 Arthur St. N., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.2561

facetds.ca
P: 519.746.1003

ARCHITECTS
design  studio ltd.
facet  

observerxtra.com | 519.669.5790

Ha�y
Canada

Day!
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

ArtsArts Region of Waterloo museums last week 
reopened with limited access. Doon Heri-
tage Village will be open for 60-minute 
walkthroughs from 1 to 4 p.m. on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays. Schneider 
Haus National Historic Site will also be 
open for exclusive events. Summer Day 
Camps take place in July and August.
www.regionofwaterloo.ca

The Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony 
announced the extension of Andrei Feher’s 
contract as music director to the end of 
the 2026-27 season. Feher became music 
director in 2018. His current contract was 
through to the conclusion of the 2022-23 
season. In recent seasons Feher has guest 
conducted orchestras in Japan, UK, France, 
Romania, and across Canada.  

Regions museums reopen KWS extends Feher

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com
AD SPOT - NON PRINTING
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Justine Fraser
For Observer

ARTS GROUPS HAVE 
BEEN AMONG those 
hardest hit by the 
pandemic and resultant 
lockdowns. Those same 
organizations are eagerly 
awaiting the reopening of 
the economy now under-
way.

In the midst of a tough 
year, Green Light Arts 
has taken on the legacy of 
Lost & Found Theatre, the 
result of the latter organi-
zation’s artistic director, 
Kathleen Sheehy, looking 
to pay it forward rather 
than winding down the 
company after 17 years 
in the community. The 
idea was to give a growing 
performing arts company 
in the community a new 
leg to stand on

It was an interesting 
challenge for Green Light 
Arts co-founders Matt 
White and Carin Lower-
ison, who launched their 
not-for-profit theatre 
company in 2014 with 
the idea of presenting 
thought-provoking 
productions that explore 
social issues.

“The art that we do is 
very rooted in the social 
issues of our time, so we 
take interesting topics 
or difficult topics and 
create artistic content 
around them that start 
community conversa-
tions. So from the get go 
we have been invested in 
the community through 
art-making, “said Lower-
ison about the type of 

content they produce. 
“I love the audiences 

here, the people we get to 
meet or know through the 
different productions,” 
noted White. 

White and Lowerison 
say they’ve loved being 
part of the performing arts 
since they were young. 
They met in university 
studying theatre and the 
passion grew from there. 
They brought their chil-
dren and their unique skill 
set to Waterloo Region 
after developing acting 
careers in Toronto. 

Before the Lost & Found 
Theatre existed, Theatre 
and Company was its 
roots, which fundraised 
to help build the Conrad 
Centre for the Performing 
Arts, which is home to the 
Green Light Arts company 
today. 

“We’ve got our space at 
the Conrad Centre. We’re 
waiting for the pandemic 
to ease so we can start 
producing theatre again 
– we’re bolstered by the 
torch Lost and Found 
Theatre passed down,” 
said Lowerison.

“Kathleen approached 
us and said ‘you know 
Lost and Found Theatre is 
winding down, but I really 
want to pay it forward, I 
like you and I believe in 
what you’re doing. It’s 
very closely aligned with 
the foundations of what 
Lost and Found is about 
so I think we can pass the 
torch to you.’ So we’re 
taking over the charitable 
entity that was Lost and 
Found – we’re incredibly 

A reorganized theatre emerges as the economy reopens

Green Light Arts will continue productions such as Will You be My Friend. Submitted

Lost & Found Theatre passes the torch to Green Light Arts, which eagerly awaits the return of live audiences

honoured at the position 
we’re in and so thankful 
for all the stuff that came 
before that allowed the 
torch to be passed to us,” 
she said.

“We’re thrilled that 
were going to be coming 
out of the pandemic in 
a stronger position than 
we otherwise would 
have been, because the 
pandemic was very diffi-
cult – to have to scale back 
really quickly and then 

go into survival mode, 
and then go into creation 
mode – we thought ‘let’s 
just be ready for when 
the pandemic lifts,’” said 
Lowerison about the tran-
sition. 

“One of the things Kath-
leen said as we were going 
through this process, ‘the 
work is different, you can 
see the difference in the 
aesthetic in some of the 
topics, but the heart and 
the goal of the work is very 

similar,’” noted White.
“Once we get out of our 

houses and apartments, 
that forward momentum 
will continue. We’ll start 
to see more diverse stories 
– I believe we are in a very 
exciting time for theatre, 
and for the arts in general. 
I’m happy to see where it 
goes, to see where we can 
contribute.”

“Lost and Found 
patrons can be excited 
to see high-quality, 

thought-provoking work 
that will be entertaining 
and thoughtful. Maybe 
it will have a little bit of 
a different flavour, but a 
delicious flavour none-
theless,” added Lower-
ison, looking forward to 
welcoming patrons back 
to the theatre.

“Our hope with the 
work is that it sparks 
conversations that can 
hopefully lead to some 
kind of positive change, so 
there’s always an element 
of looking for hopeful 
ways through things, 
that grounds people in 
a common humanity. I 
think that is very much 
in alignment with both 
companies,” said White.

Green Light Arts is look-
ing forward to welcoming 
patrons back and hopes 
they will be able to do so 
before the end of the year. 
The goal is to have more 
updates by early July so 
they can start making 
connections with the 
community as soon as 
possible. 

“I think there will be 
a wonderful moment of 
joy and coming back to 
people, getting a chance 
to see each other again 
and share this space with 
stories,” said Lowerison.

“If people are unfamiliar 
with our work, check us 
out, our history of shows, 
feel free to approach us 
anytime, connect with us 
over social media. They 
can also visit our website 
(www.greenlight-arts.com) 
to sign up for our new 
Green Light update.”
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 

solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are located 
in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team members and 
respect for our customers. 

 
We are looking for a full time, permanent

Stair CNC Programmer 
and Operator

In this position you will be responsible to operate one 
of our CNC routers that machines primarily solid wood 
stair parts as well as cabinet doors. The other part of 
your responsibility will be to work in the CAM side of 
StairCon software, to create CNC code and shop Data 
for production. To be successful in this position, you 
will need a strong understanding of CNC machining, as 
well as a strong computer and software knowledge and 
the desire to create systems to improve the StairCon  
CAM software.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Attention to Detail
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• CNC Router Experience
• CAM Software Experience
• No post secondary education required
• Previous wood working experience will be an

asset

Experience
• CNC Programing: 2 years (preferred)
• Woodworking: 2 years (preferred)
• CNC Operator: 2 years (preferred)

after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant 
and growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a manufacturer of 
high quality kitchen cabinetry in Drayton. 

We are looking to add a motivated and 
professional individual to our

Kitchen Cabinet 
Sales & Design

team. The successful applicant will have 
experience in sales, strong people skills, and 

preferably also experience with Cabinet 
Vision software. If you enjoy working in a 
strong team environment and want the 

opportunity to grow along with the company,
then please submit your resumé to: 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 
519-638-5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. 
Thank you for your interest.

• Stair building experience will be an asset

Help wanted

Help wanted

Help wanted

Help wanted

Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd. is accepting 
applications for the position of full time Maintenance 
Mechanic/Millwright.
The focus of this position is preventative maintenance 
and repair of equipment. Qualified applicants will have 
maintenance experience in an industrial setting. A basic 
understanding of electrical is preferred. This position 
works 10 hour days (8 Reg, 2 OT) Monday to Friday. 
The hourly rate is competitive with local millwright firms. 
Responsibility for after-hours on-call coverage is on a 
rotating basis. Must live within 50 km of Wallenstein.
If you are interested in a rewarding work life, please 
submit your resume via email to recruiting@wfs.ca.

We are committed to diversity and inclusion, 
and thank all applicants in advance. 

Accommodations are available during all 
stages of the recruitment process

Full Time– Day Shift
Maintenance Mechanic/Millwright

Word Ads and Help Wanted 
Listings Cont.  on page 22

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Warehouse Personnel
Currently we are looking for individuals to join our 

team as warehouse personnel. Candidates for these 
full time positions will work straight shifts from

7am to 4pm, with OT opportunities weekly. 
No experience is necessary but would be an asset. 

Duties would include:
• Bagging finished feeds
• Warehouse work
• Work area clean up
• Helping customer’s with orders

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

Benefits We offer a competitive wage, pension 
plan and group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume and three references to:
Human Resources

Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,

Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Production Worker
This fulltime position will involve straight shift 

work weekdays (Monday to Friday), evening and 
nights available with occasional Saturday shift. 
Responsibilities will include warehouse duties, 

pelleting/batching and receiving.

The successful applicant will have
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to develop effective work relation-

ships with co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively 

with customers.
At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

Benefits We offer a competitive wage, pension 
plan and group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume and three references to:
Human Resources

Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,

Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

Help wanted

I ♥ my local
newspaper.
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   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

 ↆLOCAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES

 ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

NOW HIRING FULL TIME
ROOF TRUSS ASSEMBLERS

Must be team oriented, ambi�ous & responsible
No experience required

Mar-Span offers compe��ve wages, produc�on
bonuses and employee benefits.

Please apply with resume in person
or email resume to marv@marspan.com

We would like to thank all applicants, however
only those selected for interview will be contacted.

7221 Side Rd. 16 Drayton, ON

Help wanted

Continued 
from page 21

Julie M. Heckendorn,
Broker

FOUR bedroom, 2 bath home on a private lot, close to all schools. Several mature trees. 
Main floor Family room w/fireplace & sliding door to 3 season sunroom.
Updated 'white' kitchen w/granite countertop, heated floor & Stainless-Steel appliances. 
Garden door leads to a deck AND patio. Liv. room & spacious din. room w/built-in storage.  
L-shaped rec. room. Lots of house! Dble. garage. MLS 

DIRECT (519) 588-7562
EMAIL: Julieheckendorn20@gmail.com

$799,900

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

Lorentz Farms Ltd. 
Mill operators and night shift loader 

tractor driver/general labourer needed. 
Mechanically inclined, computer knowledge 
helpful, some equipment operation required.  

Call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

HELP WANTED

Help wanted

Listowel  •  Elmira  •  Mildmay

Stoltz Elmira is looking to
 fill several positions. 

Parts Counter Specialist (full time)

Service Manager  (full time) 

To apply or more information reach out 
to Robson Jewitt
Email: rjewitt@stoltzsales.com
Call: 226-751-3735

Our essential business is growing!

Help wanted

Help Wanted
HANDYMAN WITH 
PLUMBING SKILLS 
required. Write to: 
113 King St. N. Water-
loo, N2J 2X7 or call 
519-746-7125.

For Sale
LAWN FERTILIZER AND 
LAWN SEED - CALL 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

SOLID OAK DINING 
TABLE ON 2 PEDES-
tals. 41" x 63" with 
additional 4 leaves 
each 11". Leaves store 
in table. Seats 10 when 
fully extended. $350. 
Excellent condition. 
Pick up north Waterloo. 
226-988-1408.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

OAT & PEAS FOR 
F O R AG E  C OV E R 
CROPS - Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
QUIET OLDER GENTLE-
MAN (58) SEEKING 
room and board in 
Elmira. Honest, trust-
worthy, non-drinker 
and fully vaccinated. 
Please reply at 1-561-
860-5435 or email 
robertwatson19632@
gmail.com

Trades & 
Services

C. BRUBACHER HAUL-
ING ELMIRA, ON (519) 
500-2344 cbrubach-
erhauling@gmail.com 
Email/text/phone to 
schedule your booking 
today!

DO YOU HAVE CLEAN-
ING NEED I'M AVAIL-
able to service. As I 
restore your house 
to clean. Szendrey 
343-575-0649.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or email  
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Garage 
Sales

GARAGE SALE 97 
PA R K  AV E . W. , 
Elmira. Thurs. June 
24 - Sat. June 26th. 10 
a.m. - 5 p.m. Furniture, 
household and garden, 
clothing, succulent 
craft items, decor etc. 
Masks required.

LISTOWEL - 8557 
C O N C E S S I O N  3, 
Route 3. Friday & 
Saturday, June 25 
& 26, 9 am to 4 pm. 
Large garage and 
moving sale to down-
size dramatically. So 
much stuff. Kitchen 
ware, dishes, bed and 
bath goods, games, 
puzzles, so many 
books. Bedroom and 
livingroom furniture 
including antique 
wash stand, antique 
umbrella stand, tea 
cart and large solid 
oak tv stand and 
bookcase.  Some 
tools, including Stihl 
weed trimmer, space 
heater and grow lights. 
Something for every-
one.

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated farm manager. 
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general clean 
up. Some weekend and after hours work.

Competitive wage.

Help wanted

Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
 519-669-5790 ext 104  
 drudy@woolwichobserver.com

Family Announcement Advertising: Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/order-family-album

Single:  $28 per insertion 
  

Double:  $38 per insertion 

Triple:  $48 per insertion

Announce it in  
the Observer.

The Observer is Open for Business, 
but our doors remain locked.

T H E  P O W E R  O F  P R I N T .

Read award-winning local news | www.observerxtra.com

The Observer continues to conduct business through limiting contact with the public in order to 
protect our staff and clients during this COVID-19 pandemic.

Thank you for your understanding and contacting us through phone, email and website.

General Contact:
Phone: 519-669-5790
Email: info@woolwichobserver.com
Web: www.observerxtra.com

Advertising Contact:
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com
Web: www.observerxtra.com/ads

Thank you for supporting the local news.
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON - SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

5196695557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
ESSENTIAL TRANSPORTATION

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.
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TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Peel Street Bridge # 270148

NOTICE OF STUDY COMPLETION
In February 2018 the Township of Woolwich 
initiated a Schedule C Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (EA) to review 
alternatives for the Peel Street Truss Bridge 
located in Winterbourne. The steel truss structure 
previously had a 3 tonne load limit but was closed 
in 2017 due to signifi cant structural deterioration 
observed during an enhanced bridge inspection. 
The purpose of the study was to determine a 
strategy to address the short-term and long-term 
needs of the structure.

A key component of this study was consultation 
with interested stakeholders, agencies and 
members of the public. A Notice of Study 
Commencement inviting input was published 
February 16, 2018 and two Public Consultation 

Centres were held on May 16, 2018 and December 11, 2018 to present existing conditions, alternative 
solutions and their impacts on the social, cultural, natural, technical and economic environments. 
On October 8, 2020 a Notice of Schedule Change was issued, which outlined the preliminary 
recommended alternative. Township of Woolwich Council has selected Alternative 4: Rehabilitate 
Bridge for Pedestrian Use as the recommended alternative. The selected alternative was offi cially 
approved by Council on May 11, 2021.

The Final Project File Report, documenting the study process and rationale for the Preferred Solution, is 
available for public review, starting June 24, 2021, at the Township of Woolwich website: 

https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/engineering-public-notices.aspx 

and at the Township Administration Offi ce from at 24 Church Street West, P.O. Box 158, Elmira, ON N3B 
2Z6. Offi ce Hours are Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

This Notice initiates a 30 calendar day Public Review Period. We encourage members of the public to 
review the Project File and share their comments or concerns by July 24, 2021. Please contact one of 
the following members of the project team if you have any questions or comments:
Ryan Tucker, P.Eng.
Engineering Project Supervisor
Township of Woolwich
24 Church Street West, P.O. Box 158,
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
Tel: 519-669-6048

E-mail: rtucker@woolwich.ca 

In addition, a request may be made to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks for 
an order requiring a higher level of study (i.e. requiring an individual/comprehensive EA approval 
before being able to proceed), or that conditions be imposed (e.g. require further studies), only on the 
grounds that the requested order may prevent, mitigate or remedy adverse impacts on constitutionally 
protected Aboriginal and treaty rights. Requests on other grounds will not be considered.  Requests 
should include the requester contact information and full name for the ministry. 

Requests should specify what kind of order is being requested (request for additional conditions or 
a request for an individual/comprehensive environmental assessment), how an order may prevent, 
mitigate or remedy those potential adverse impacts, and any information in support of the statements 
in the request. This will ensure that the ministry is able to effi ciently begin reviewing the request. 

The request should be sent in writing or by email to:  
Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
777 Bay Street, 5th Floor
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3

E-mail: Minister.MECP@ontario.ca

Requests should also be sent to the Township of Woolwich by mail or by e-mail.

This Notice fi rst issued June 24, 2021. 

https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/engineering-public-notices.aspx

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection 
of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal information, please note all comments will become part 
of the public record.

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce – Open for select services 
The Township offi ce is open to walk-in public traffi c, with staff working a mix of in offi ce and from home. It 
is recommended that you use our services offered online or phone to book an appointment before visiting 
the offi ce to ensure we are available to assist you.

There is a drop box located at the side of our building along Maple Street, which offers a contactless 
option for dropping off payments, building permits or documents. The following services can be accessed 
through our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes

• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits

• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets

• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, Trees, Winter 
Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit

For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. For 
health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

To stay informed on the township’s response to COVID-19, visit: www.woolwich.ca/COVID19

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
The Township of Woolwich recreation facilities are closed and all rentals and programs within these 
facilities are cancelled pending continued monitoring of provincial regulations.  

Outdoor recreational amenities such as the Bolender Park splashpad, skate park, tennis/pickleball courts, 
basketball courts, off-leash dog parks, playgrounds, outdoor parks, and recreational areas are now open. 
Baseball diamonds and soccer fi elds will re-open for permitted training only as of June 14th. Please note 
that park amenities are not sanitized, and users should have personal hand sanitizer on hand.

Residents are encouraged to stay active by getting outside and enjoying the outdoors or by visiting 
our website at www.woolwich.ca/stayactive for games, virtual fi tness and other activities to keep you 
engaged this spring.

Woolwich Seniors Association: Older Adults 55+ are encouraged to stay active and connected from home.  
Free, virtual programs, are offered. Check the website for updates at www.woolwichseniors.ca or email 
contact@woolwichseniors.ca.

Local Business Resources  
FREE masks: if your business is located within Woolwich and has 50 or fewer employees, order your free 
supply of masks online at https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-Mask-Request.

FREE screening kits: The workplace self screening program offered by the Greater Kitchener Waterloo 
and Cambridge Chambers of Commerce  is only available to businesses in the Region of Waterloo . Visit 
www.chambercheck.ca to learn more and to schedule your pick-up. 

COVID-19 Small Business Ambassador Program: free education and one-on-one 
guidance to help small and medium sized businesses in the Region minimize COVID-19 
risks. Sign up at www.regionofwaterloo.ca/ambassador 

Businesses grants: https://reliefwithinreach.ca/waterloo-region/ 

Note** The Ontario Tourism and Travel Small Business Grant deadline for applications is Friday, June 25, 
2021 at 11:59 p.m.EST.

Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business!  For more information 
about government programs and other business supports call Jenna Morris at 519-669-6020 or email:  
EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Regional Face Mask By-law
Face coverings are required in transit, taxis, ride sharing and enclosed public places. Children under fi ve 
and people with certain medical conditions or disabilities are exempt. Please be kind to those unable to 
wear a face covering. To make a complaint, call 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
If you received a fi rst dose of AstraZeneca, your second dose can be either:

• AstraZeneca, or

• an mRNA vaccine (Pfi zer or Moderna)

To get an mRNA vaccine, you can contact the location where you got your fi rst dose. Some participating 
pharmacies are beginning to offer Pfi zer and Moderna vaccines. Alternatively, you can book a second-dose 
appointment at a Waterloo Region vaccination clinic by emailing phecovidimms@regionofwaterloo.ca or 
calling 519-514-1499. 

Find more information at: regionofwaterloo.ca/Vaccine

Jack Turner, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
GM BluePlan Engineering Limited
650 Woodlawn Road West, Block C, Unit 2
Guelph, ON  N1K 1B8
Tel:  519-824-8150 
Email: jack.turner@gmblueplan.ca

Director, Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Floor
Toronto, ON M4V 1P5
Email: EABDirector@ontario.ca
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COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

MONDAY, July 12, 2021 at 4:30 P.M.
Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96 take notice that the 
Committee of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will meet for the purpose of hearing all 
persons interested in support of or opposition to any of the following applications as described below.
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offi ces will 
not be permitted.  Below is information on how you can submit comments, view or participate 
in the meeting. You may also contact the Committee Secretary by sending an email to 
planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the meeting as 
follows:

• view the Committee of Adjustment livestream on the Woolwich Township Youtube channel  at 
the following link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ  OR

• participate by registering with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 noon on Thursday July 
8th. To register please email planning@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6040. When registering 
you must provide your name, phone number, email and the application number you would like 
to comment on.  Once you are registered the Committee Secretary will forward information on 
how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen and have 
the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the Committee Secretary (see 
above information).  You will not be required to speak if you do not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we know which 
application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time to comment if you wish 
to do so.  As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of security that is necessary to prevent unwanted 
guests from disrupting the meeting.  Applicants and their consultants will be automatically registered 
and contacted accordingly by the Committee Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS
If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend that you do so by:

• submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township offi ce at 24 Church Street West, Elmira 
and placing it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of the building; or

• submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca 

You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6033 to discuss any comments / concerns 
however, this is not considered a formal comment. 

The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications.  All submissions must be made 
no later than 4:30 p.m. on Monday, July 5th (Note that this date is before the meeting).  Any submissions 
received will be included in a comment package and presented at the meeting. This information is 
collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public at 
the Committee of Adjustment hearing.  Please note that while the Committee may redact some personal 
information such as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made 
public in their entirety.

This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property located within 60 metres 
(200 feet) of the subject properties.  If you wish to be notifi ed of any last minute changes to the agenda 
(i.e. withdrawal of an application) you must contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 
1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca.

APPLICATIONS
Minor Variance Application A 15/2021 – Alvin Gingrich, 91 Katherine Street North, Winterbourne

Zone / Use:  Agricultural (A) / detached dwelling, livestock barns, buggy shed and equipment / hay shed

Proposal:  The applicant is requesting relief from Section 6.22.5 of the On-Farm Diversifi ed Use 
regulations to reduce the required setback from 150 metres to approximately 76 metres between the 
adjacent residential use and a proposed metal fabrication shop / area of operation.  The applicant is 
proposing to construct a new metal fabrication shop on the property.

Minor Variance Application A 16/2021 – Ezra Brubacher, 53 Katherine Street South, Winterbourne
Zone / Use: Agricultural (A) and Settlement Residential (R-1) / detached dwelling, livestock barn, buggy 

shed, farm sheds and on-farm business

Proposal: The applicant is requesting relief from Section 6.22.3 iii) of the On-Farm Diversifi ed Use 
regulations in order to allow the second fl oor area of the existing building to be used for a clothing 
manufacturing and retail operation.  The second fl oor of the building is existing and used for 
additional storage and sewing areas.

NOTICE OF DECISION:  Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will be sent to owners, 
agents, those who submit written comments, and people who register for the meeting.  If you wish to be 
notifi ed of the decision of the Committee of Adjustment in respect to this application, you must submit a 
written request to the Committee Secretary or register ahead of the meeting.  This will also entitle you to 
be advised of a possible Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.

APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS:  Anyone in opposition to a decision may 
appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.  The Tribunal may dismiss an appeal without 
holding a hearing if the appellant did not make oral or written submissions to the Committee of Adjustment 
before a decision was given or does not provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to make a 
submission to the Committee.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you should you have any 
questions. Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email 
to planning@woolwich.ca 

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com
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Hoffer, Barbara (Barb) nee Hahn
Peacefully passed with her family by 
her side to join our Heavenly Father 
on Thursday, June 17, 2021, at the age 
of 70. Beloved wife of Larry Hoffer for 
43 years. Dear mother of Leah (Wayne) 
Miller, Tonia (Jeremy) Bott, Shanna 
Hoffer (Frank Schuster); and Noelle 
her beloved dog. Loving Grandma to 
Coleton, Gage, Cassie, Danielle (John) 
Boese. Dear Great-Grandma to Maya 
and Nova. Loving sister of Peggy 
(Lewie) Yantz, John (Linda) Hahn, 
Debra (Larry) Schill, Steven (Patti) 
Hahn, George (Carol) Hahn, Linda 
(Jim) Merkley, Jeff Hahn, Cindy (John) 
Gleeson, and Pam (Terry) Hessels. 
Barb was predeceased by her parents 
John and Bernice Hahn, nephew Jason 
Gleeson, niece Jolene Hessels, sister-
in-law Terry Hoffer and brother-in-
law Randy Hoffer. Barb was raised in 
Waterloo. After meeting Larry, the love 
of her life, she moved to Elmira and 
finally settled in West Montrose.  Barb 
was a longtime employee of Elmira 
Truck Service. She was a dedicated 
and active partner in the family 
business ES Hoffer & Sons and most 
recently Endeavour K9.  She enjoyed 
making beautiful family heirlooms 
including quilts and table runners.  
She would spend hours cutting fabric 
and creating masterpieces, always 
with a smile on her face because she 
was doing something that she loved. 
Barb enjoyed planning anything that 
brought people together like yearly 
campouts, fun scavenger hunts and 
family reunions. She cherished time 
with her longtime friends on their 
girlfriend weekends and annual 
Christmas parties. Most of all she 
loved her time with her family whether 
it was playing games at the kitchen 
table, chatting around bonfires in 
the backyard, climbing sand hills or 
swimming in the pool.  She loved hugs 
and cuddles with her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. They were 
her greatest treasures. Barb’s passion 
for life and her steadfast faith in 
God was apparent as she gallantly 
fought several bouts of cancer. The 
world was a better place with Barb in 
it and she will be greatly missed and 
remembered by so many.The family 
wishes to express their gratitude for 
the support they received from the 
nursing staff, personal care workers, 
family and friends during Barb’s 
home hospice. Visitation took place 
from 1-4 p.m. on Sunday, June 
20, 2021 at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A 
private family service took place 
on Monday, June 21, 2021 at Elmira 
Pentecostal Assembly, with cremation 
to follow. Relatives and friends 
are invited to view the service at  
www.facebook.com/elmiraassembly.  
In Barb’s memory and in lieu of 
flowers, donations to the Grand 
River Regional Cancer Centre would 
be appreciated and may be made 
through the funeral home.

Romans 8:38 Nothing can separate 
us from the love of GOD for we are 
loved beyond all measure.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Martin, Henry S. 
Henry S. Martin was born Feb 3, 1926, 
in St. Jacobs to Emerson and Barbara 
(Sauder) Martin and passed away 
peacefully at Barnswallow Place, 
Elmira, on Sunday, June 20, 2021. 
He is dearly missed by Eileen (Diller 
Baker) his spouse of 12 plus years. 
He was predeceased by his former 
spouse Mary (Bauman 1928-2007) 
of 58 years. Henry and Mary had 7 
children: Judith, Lois (John) Yutzy, 
Anne (Verton) Miller, Gerald (Verna), 
John (Ladina), Andy (Colleen) and 
Cam (Althea -Lisa) and 2 stepchildren, 
James (Irene) Baker and Stephen 
Baker. He will be missed by 22 
grandchildren: Justin (Sandra) Yutzy, 
Jordan (Melody) Yutzy, June (Daryl) 
Swartzentruber, Jerald (Liana) Miller, 
James Miller, Caleb (Joanne) Miller, 
Bethany Miller, Kerry (Heidi), Devon 
(Julia), Shannon (Gavin) Shantz, 
Jessica (Rod) Bauman, Kenton (Tricia), 
Brianna, Janine (Jeremy) Stutzman, 
Jesse (Bessie), Jed (Sheri), Jerry 
(Amanda), Brendon, Janna, Sonya 
(Noah Steinmann), Tristan, Malia 
and two step-grandchildren, Angela 
(Corey) Hoffman and Laurah Baker 
along with 30 great-grandchildren. 
Predeceased by his 2 grandchildren 
Sheila Martin and Jonathan Miller. 
Survived by his sister Ada (Stan) 
Valenta and sister-in-law Joanne 
Bauman. Predeceased by his siblings 
and in-laws; Edwin (Almeda), Ivan 
(Alvina), Howard (Seleda), Sylvester 
(Annie), Elizabeth (Enos) Gingrich, 
Lovina (Norman) Brubacher, Aden 
(Alice), Clarence Bauman, Selina 
Bauman, Elias (Minerva) Bauman, 
Mabel Bauman, Eli Bauman and 
Aden Bauman. In 2006 Henry retired 
and moved to Elmira. He was widely 
known as “Greenhouse Henry” as the 
owner of a greenhouse and market 
gardening business in St. Jacobs for 
some 45 years on a second-generation 
farm. He was organically inclined and 
health conscious many years before 
it became main-stream. For some 27 
years dad was a conscientious school 
bus driver around the region. Dad was 
a founding and committed member of 
(Heidelberg) Countryside Mennonite 
Fellowship and actively involved in 
song leading for decades. A drive by 
visitation will take place on Thursday, 
June 24, 2021 from 1-4 and 6-8 pm at 
Countryside Mennonite Fellowship, 
3745 Herrgott Rd, Hawkesville. Please 
remain in your vehicle and follow the 
directions of the attendant. A private 
family graveside service will be held at 
Hillside Cemetery on Friday, June 25, 
2021. In memory of Henry, donations 
to Christian Aid Ministries would be 
appreciated and can be made through 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across 
Canada. Because it’s something 
we can do today to help others 
wake up healthier tomorrow.

The Next Linwood Clinic: 
at Linwood Community Centre
Friday, July 2, 2021 
4 – 8 pm 

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter

1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing.
If you are feeling unwell or have 
come in contact with someone 

who has tested positive for 
COVID-19, please reschedule

ↆ L I N W O O D  B L O O D  D O N O R

3865 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-7575

VILLAGE
HOME
HARDWARE

www.homehardware.ca

Gingrich, Mervin
Passed away peacfully at Groves 
Memorial Community Hospital, 
Fergus on Tuesday, June 22, 2021 
at the age of 73. Beloved husband of 
the late Louisa (Bauman) Gingrich 
(June 11, 2021) of RR 2, Wallenstein. 
Loved father of Garald Gingrich 
of Wallenstein, Keivin and Cindy 
Gingrich of Bruce Mines, ON, Katrina 
Gingrich of Wallenstein, and Dorcas 
and Jeff Lichty of Moorefield. 
Cherished grandfather of Connor 
and Kayden Gingrich; Alysha, 
Jayden, Tyson, Trevor and Brielle 
Lichty. Dear brother of Cleon and 
Mary Gingrich, Erma and Leonard 
Burkhart, Lloyd Gingrich, Esther 
and Paul Burkhart and brother-in-
law of Elam and Minerva Bauman, 
Melvin and Sharon Martin, Rebecca 
Bauman, Edna Bauman, Katie and 
Murray Bauman, Anna, Alice and 
Sarah Bauman. Predeceased by his 
parents Martin and Rachel Gingrich, 
brother Edgar (Audrey) Gingrich, 
in-laws Moses and Barbara Bauman, 
sister-in-law Lucinda Bauman. A drive 
past visitation will be held from 1:30-4 
and 6-8 p.m. on Friday, June 25, 2021, 
at the family home 7279 Fourth Line, 
RR 2, Wallenstein. Please remain in 
your vehicles and follow the directions 
of the attendant. Burial and funeral 
service by invitation will take place at 
10:30 a.m. on Saturday, June 26, 2021 
at Goshen Mennonite Meeting House. 
To listen to the phone in service, 
please call 1-647-797-0518 followed 
by pin number 4449284#.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Real news. 
Real reporting. 
Stories you won't find 
anywhere else.

Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
	 519-669-5790	ext	104	 
 drudy@woolwichobserver.com

Family Announcement Advertising: Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/order-family-album

Single:  $28 per insertion 
  

Double:  $38 per insertion 

Triple:  $48 per insertion

Announce it in  
the Observer.
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 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Happy 50th Anniversary 
Dennis & Margaret Drudge

June 25, 2021

Love and best wishes 
Kristine, Steve and Bethany

Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary 
The family of Marion and Doug Martin are delighted to 
congratulate them on their 60th Wedding Anniversary. 

Marion and Doug were married June 24th, 1961  
at First United Church in Waterloo. 

With much love from their sons Kevin, Chris, Jason  
and their families.

WIDEMAN
We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to 

all our family and friends who supported us in 
so many different ways throughout Maynard’s 

illness and in our recent bereavement.
We’d also like to express our heartfelt thanks to 
Dr Stevens and staff at GRRCC and KW Health 

Centre, Dr Walker and staff at Juravinski CC and 
hospital and the rehab staff at Freeport Health 

Centre for your excellent care!

Sue Wideman and family

Happy 90th Birthday

Love Diane, Bruce, Jenn, Bev

Birthday

Anniversary Anniversary

Thank you

Happy Birthday  
Erika Lynn!

Birthday Birthday

In Memory of 
John Sanders

We Miss you

Love Mildred and Family

Love from your family, Mom, Dad, Cassandra, 
Nicole, Dobby, Molly and Mia

Happy 19th Birthday Colin Merlihan. 
Here’s to many more years of  

wonderful experiences 

Every Day is an  
Adventure with this guy!

Happy Birthday 
Larrie Monk!

Wishing you a very Happy 75th!

Love Lorraine, Lisa and Bill,  
Tim and Susanne, Shelley and Paul  

and Josh and Jake.

In Memoriam

Birthday

In Memoriam

George Parson 

Never forgotten, forever missed. 
Love you Dad, xo

June 21, 2017

Darlene, Mike, Steve & families

Obituary

Weber, Colleen (nee Smith)
Peacefully passed away at her 
residence in Elmira on Sunday, June 
20, 2021 at the age of 78. Beloved wife 
of the late Ron Weber (2016). Dear 
mother of John (Karen) McCarron, 
Marie McCarron (Dale LaFreniere), Jim 
McCarron (Maria Figueroa), and David 
McCarron.  Also lovingly remembered 
by her grandchildren James (Erin) 
McCarron, Curtis (Lynn) McCarron, 
Jessica (Chad) Landry, Nicholas 
(Michelle) LaFreniere, Sam McCarron, 
and her great-grandchildren Avery 
McCarron, Levi and Myah Landry. 
Colleen will be missed by her sister 
Audrey (Tom) McCarron, brothers 
Norm (Fran) Smith, Steve (Leanne) 
Smith, and Greg (Barb) Smith. 
Predeceased by her parents Herbert 
and Hazel Smith. Colleen was a very 
active CWL member for over 50 years 
and was involved at St. Teresa of Avila 
RC Church, Elmira in all aspects of 
church life. She loved to volunteer in 
the community and her absence will 
be felt by all. Visitation was held on 
Wednesday, June 23, 2021 from 5-8 
p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A livestreamed 
family mass will be held on Thursday, 
June 24, 2021 at 11 am at St. Teresa 
of Avila RC Church. The livestream 
funeral service can be viewed on 
Colleen’s tribute page of the funeral 
home website.  Interment to follow 
in St. Teresa RC Cemetery, Elmira. 
In Colleen’s memory, donations to 
St. Teresa’s Parish Fund or Autism 
Canada would be appreciated by the 
family, and can be made through the 
funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Observer photographs online or in print
are all available for purchasing a reprint.
ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

FROM PAPER
TO PRINT

5x7
$11 2nd Print 

only $5.50

8x10
$15 2nd Print 

only $7.50

4x6
$92nd Print 

only $4.50

FREDERICK, JOHN  - JOHN "JACKIE" FREDERICK, 
OF HANOVER, PASSED AWAY PEACEFULLY AND 
gently on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 at the Hanover 
& District Hospital in Hanover at the age of 78. 
Local relatives are his daughter Karen (Jayson) 
Straus of Elmira.

MARTIN, WILLARD - WILLARD MARTIN, 87, DIED 
AT LANDIS HOMES RETIREMENT COMMUNITY 
in Lititz, Pa., on May 28, 2021. He was born in 
Hawkesville.

 NICHOLSON, JUDY  - JUDY DENISE (MEWHIN-
NEY) NICHOLSON OF LISTOWEL PASSED AWAY 
at Listowel Memorial Hospital on Tuesday, June 
15, 2021, in her 63rd year. Local relatives are her 
in-laws Ray and Cindy Nicholson of Elmira.

Death Notices

100% 
Local
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here The latest round of lead testing in water at 
the region’s schools identified one fountain 
at EDSS, with the board saying the unit will 
be replaced. WRDSB says it is testing all 
drinking fountains, bottle fillers and taps 
used for food preparation at elementary 
schools and affiliated child care centres, and 
will complete testing at senior elementary 
and secondary schools by January 2022.

The Woolwich Community Health Centre is 
one 28 organizations receiving a share of 
$550,000 to community-led infrastructure 
projects as part of the federal government’s 
Healthy Communities Initiative. Also receiv-
ing funds through the southwestern Ontario 
HUB, which includes the Kitchener Waterloo 
Community Foundation, is the Elora Centre 
for the Arts and The Working Centre.

Getting the lead out Funding for WCHC

Damon Maclean
For Observer 

PENT˜UP DEMAND 
BOTH FOR SHOPPING 
and donating items is 
making for busy times at 
thrift stores, which are 
open again as of June 11 
as the province slowly 
emerges from lockdown.

A victim of the many 
stops and starts during 
the pandemic, thrift shops 
were deemed non-essen-
tial under the most recent 
lockdown. Now, they can 
operate at 15 per cent of 
their usual capacity.

The reopening was 
welcomed by Kelly Chris-
tie, executive director of 
Woolwich Community 
Services, which operates a 
thrift store at its Memorial 
Avenue location in Elmira.

She notes that through-
out the pandemic and 
the subsequent multiple 
lockdowns in Ontario, 
many people who rely on 
thrift shops were left in the 
dark, unable to use online 
services such as Amazon 
or curbside at larger retail 
locations.  

“We have had concerns 
because a lot of the people 
that we support through 
some of our programs 
here, as well, are low-in-
come earning households. 
So they may not have the 
ability to order online 
because they wouldn’t 
have the financial abil-
ity to buy new. Or they 
wouldn’t also have the 
credit cards, and some 
necessarily wouldn’t have 
the skill set for online 
ordering of items and the 
curbside pickups, or what 
have you.” 

That being the case, 
many of the WCS thrift 
shop users were calling 
on the agency to reopen 
through the lockdown 
period.

“We have had many, 
many requests to come 
in and shop for clothing 
– you know, the kids have 
outgrown their shoes or 
with a big hole in rain 
boots, and it goes on and 
on and on. And now with 
this strong heat wave, 
kids have outgrown their 
clothes [from last year], 
so we have many eager 

We’re ready to get thrifty again

→ THRIFT 31WCS is now welcoming back shoppers at its thrift shop in Elmira. Damon MacLean

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I am 
a 62-year-old woman who 
has been fairly healthy 
most of my life. I try to 
walk daily and eat right. 
I've never had a fracture 
or bone health issues. But 
after my annual physical 
this year, my doctor sug-
gested a bone density 
test? Do I really need one 
and how often?

ANSWER: A bone density 
test uses a low dose of 
X-rays in a quick, nonin-
vasive way to measure 

the amount of calcium 
and other minerals in a 
segment of bone, usually 
the hips and spine. By 
identifying decreases in 
bone mineral density, 
your health care provider 
can determine your risk 
of fractures and diagnose 
and monitor osteoporosis 
progression.

Most young, healthy 
people do not need a bone 
density test. But as you 
age, your risk for osteo-
porosis increases because 
bone density tends to 

decrease as people grow 
older. That is especially 
true in women. If you 
are a woman and 65 or 
older, a bone density test 
is recommended with 
a repeat test generally 
performed two years after 
the initial test although, 
this interval may change 
depending upon any 
treatments being admin- → MAYO CLINIC 30

break a bone due to oste-
oporosis. Groups such as 
the National Osteoporosis 
Foundation still recom-
mend testing for men 70 
and older. Men 50 to 69 
may consider testing also 
if they have risk factors 
for osteoporosis.

People over 50 who 
have broken a bone and 
people who have lost 1.5 
inches of height or more 
also may need a bone 
density test to screen for 
osteoporosis.

Another risk factor for 

Thrift shops happy to be reopened and accepting donations once again, meeting pent-up need in the community

people wanting to come 
and it has been problem-
atic,” said Christie. “I don’t 
know if people have real-
ized the impact on low-in-
come earning households 
when you couldn’t get 
anything but essential 
foods from stores.”  

In terms of donations, 
the store was not granted 
permission to collect 
donations over the past 
couple of months.

“We haven’t been able to 
accept them [donations] 
during the pandemic. It 
wasn’t essential for people 
to come out and make 
those donations, so in 
respect for that, we were 
not accepting donations.”  

With the reopening of 
the economy, donations 
are now being accepted at 
thrift stores. 

“We anticipate we’ll 
get an abundance of a 
wonderful, gently used 
items donated to the thrift 
shop because people have 
been holding on to them 
right now in a little corner 
in their garage or their 
house where they’ve been 

Bone density test can determine risk of fractures, osteoporosis
osteoporosis is taking 
certain kinds of drugs 
that can interfere with the 
body's process of rebuild-
ing bone. Examples of 
these drugs include 
steroid medications, such 
as prednisone, and immu-
nosuppressant medi-
cations, such as those 
taken after organ or bone 
marrow transplants.

Bone density test 
results are reported in 
a measurement known 
as a "T-score." A T-score 

istered.
For women under age 

65, bone density tests may 
be recommended based 
on risk factors for osteo-
porosis, such as a family 
history of the disease or a 
history of fractures.

For men without frac-
tures, the answer isn't 
quite as clear. Because 
men have a higher bone 
mass and lose bone more 
slowly than women, 
they're at a lower risk of 
fracture. However, up to 
1 in 4 men over 50 will 

▢ The Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Maintaining Your Car And Your Schedule
At Leroy’s, we believe that caring for your car should be an easy 
and stress-free experience. Whether you are dealing with an 
unexpected repair or need regular maintenance, we make sure 
that all of our automotive services are convenient, tailored to your 
specifi c vehicle and driving style, and designed with your schedule 
in mind. We can handle any kind of vehicle repair you need, all in 
one place. Simply drop off your car and we will handle the rest. 

Schedule an appointment today on our website or call us 
at 519-669-1082.
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Salsa is the perfect 
summertime accent

Although popular-
ized in the mid-20th 

century, salsa dates back 
to a Latin style of dancing 
from the early 1900s – 
oh, wait a minute, we’re 
talking about “salsa” as a 
sauce!

The word “salsa” itself 
actually means sauce. It 
is derived from the Latin 
‘sal” meaning “salt,” which 
both the words salsa and 
salad were derived from.

I mean who doesn’t like 
a good salty salad (think 
bacon & cheese, mmm)?

When we are talking 
about salsa as a type of 
sauce we’re usually refer-
ring to a  tomato-based 
concoction of Mexican 
origin.

This was truly invented 
by the ancient Aztecs who 
would make it as a condi-
ment, as both tomatoes 
and chili peppers are 
indigenous to Mexico. It 
was the Spanish explores 
who dubbed it “salsa” 
years later.

Although commer-
cial production of salsas 

began around the 1920s, it 
became extremely popular 
in the mid-’80s, eventually 
outselling ketchup as the 
#1 condiment.

This recipe is so great 
for the summertime, as 
the veggies take on such a 
great flavour from grilling.

If you leave it a bit 
chunky, I like to serve it as 
more of a BBQ appetizer, 
than just a mere condi-
ment with some nice flat-
bread or a crusty baguette, 
even adding some cheeses 
if I’m feeling really wild.

The idea of putting the 
veggies on skewers makes 
it easier to grill and get 
more surface area, so it 
seems strange to then 
remove them. It’s kind of 
like drying out croutons 
or crackers before putting 
into a soup!

Also the bamboo doesn’t 
blend up all too well in the 
food processor!

ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts private 
events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast 
and lunch in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

Tunisian Vegetable Salsa
▢ 2 whole garlic cloves

▢ 1⁄2 pkg. cherry toma-
toes

▢ 1 small onion

▢ 1⁄2 Japanese eggplant

▢ 1⁄2 poblano pepper

▢ 1 red pepper

▢ 1⁄4 cup olive oil

▢ Juice of half a lemon

▢ Salt, pepper

▢ 1⁄2 bunch fresh basil

▢ 1 pkg. skewers

1. Marinade veggies in 
olive oil and season.

2. Place onto skew-
ers and grill on BBQ 
and keep turning until 
golden all around.

3. Place into food 
processor (remove 
from skewers) with 
basil and pulse slightly 
until coarse salsa is 
formed – add additional 
olive oil if necessary.

CHEF   
DUFF 

Recipes from 
the chef's table

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

SATURDAY, JUNE 26
▢ St. Jacobs Lions Club & Optimist Club of St. 
Jacobs Bottle Drive. Please bring your refundable 
bottles and cans to St. Jacobs Lions Parking lot, 
beside the arena, to support your local community 
clubs. Curbside pickup in St. Jacobs starting at 10 
a.m. For pickup call 519-588-5884. Thank you for 
your support!

▢ Lions Club of Elmira Bottle Drive, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Lions Hall. Proceeds to Woolwich Community 
Services.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30
▢ Online Games Night starting at 7 p.m. Elmira 
Mennonite Church invites you to an evening of 
online games on Zoom. The games will be acces-
sible and easy to learn. Check out our website, 
https://elmiramennonite.ca/, for registration.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 7
▢ The Mental Health Benefits of Gardening. 
Research has shown that gardening is good for our 
minds & bodies. Learn virtually using Zoom at 6:30 
p.m. how gardening can help take care of ourselves, 
deal with stress & connect with others. For your 
Zoom invitation email gberihun@wchc.on.ca or regis-
ter online www.wchc.on.ca

FRIDAY, JULY 9
▢ Chicken Parmesan Dinner at the Elmira Legion. 
$15/person, take out only. Includes spaghetti, salad, 
roll and desert. Pick up times between 5 p.m. & 6:30 
p.m. Call Donna 519-669-5894 by July 7 to order.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND:
In general, the fund will provide one-time 

financial support to an applicant. However, we 
realize that no two cases are the same. Unique 
situations may require further support that 
otherwise would not be accessible for the ongo-
ing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will access 
other community services and funds that 
may be able to support and/or provide for the 
individual.

While eligibility practices and an application 
process are in place, it should be noted that 
in unique, complex, crisis and acute circum-
stances funds may be provided at the discre-
tion of the Fund Review Committee, assuming 
the core criteria of the fund are met.

Additional information:
Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
1.    Community Care Concepts of 

             Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
2.   Woolwich Community Services
3.   Woolwich Counseling Centre
4.   Woolwich Community Health Centre
Fund Administrator:

Woolwich Community Services
Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, 

Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts

ↆ S U D O K U
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 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Parables of Jesus:
The Rich Man & Lazarus

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Erv Wiens Preaching

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

ACROSS
1. Yogis
6. Height
10. Contact, e.g.
14. Turkish officer honorific
15. Like some breezes
16. The Righteous 

Brothers, e.g.
17. Have a jones for
19. Bit
20. Befuddle
22. For all to hear
24. Dashboard abbr.
25. Like some humor
27. Belief
29. Spiritual, e.g.
31. Altar vow
32. Audience
35. Antipasto morsel
37. Disguise
39. Arduous journey
41. Knowledge art
42. Door accessory
44. Half a gone-by bird
45. Cubes
46. Farm cry
48. ___ cheese

50. Grassland
51. Irritate
52. Mideasterner
54. Supplement
55. Calendar abbr.
56. ____ review
58. Addition column
59. Besmirch
60. Formerly, formerly
62. Hurting
63. Kind of boot
64. Shot in the arm

DOWN
1. Bag
2. Indian tourist city
3. Dried, split pulses that 

do not require soaking 
before cooking

4. Devastation
5. Solfa syllable
6. American writer 

and professor of 
biochemistry at 
Boston University.

7. Hack
8. Not butterflies
9. Historic time

11. Colocasia antiquorum
12. A bore
13. 100%
18. Coin featuring Leonardo 

da Vinci's Vitruvian Man
20. Insider's vocabulary
21. Profitable
23. Sandwich shop
25. Acquired relative
26. Abbr. after many a 

general's name
28. Flustered state
30. Arctic ___
33. Husk
34. Debt solution
36. Decorative pitcher
38. "Beg pardon ..."
40. John Maynard ____
43. Frat letter
44. Hamlet, e.g.
47. "Have some"
49. "Dear old" guy
51. __ the people
53. Sugarbushes
57. Chaos
61. Dittography, e.g.

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword 
is only published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

ↆ X - W O R D

TIM LOUIS

1187 Fischer-Hallman Rd. 
Unit 624, Kitchener, ON N2E 4H9
(519) 578-3777
Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca
TimLouisMP.ca

Member of Parliament
Kitchener-Conestoga

Firecracker Hot Dogs

▢ Ingredients:

▢ Vegetable oil 
spray

▢ 8 hot dogs

▢ 1 can biscuit dough

▢ 1 large egg, lightly 

beaten

▢ 1 tablespoon 
sesame seeds

Firecracker hot dogs are perfect 
for your holiday menu

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes 
developed by professional test cooks and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at 
www.amercastestkitchen.com

1. Adjust the oven rack 
to the middle posi-
tion and heat the oven 
to 375 degrees. Line 
a baking sheet with 
parchment paper. Spray 
parchment lightly with 
vegetable oil spray.

2. Carefully push 1 
skewer lengthwise 
(the long way) through 
center of each hot dog.

3. Use your hands to 

pat and stretch 1 biscuit 
dough round into an oval, 
about 8 inches long. Cut 
the oval in half lengthwise. 
Repeat stretching and 
cutting with 3 additional 
biscuit dough rounds.

4. Starting from the 
top, wrap 1 dough strip 
around each hot dog in a 
spiral, leaving gaps in the 
spiral as you wrap. Place 
on the parchment-lined 
baking sheet, tucking the 

ends of the dough strips 
underneath the hot dogs.

5. Use a pastry brush 
to brush the tops of 
the dough strips with 
egg. Sprinkle sesame 
seeds over top.

6. Bake until biscuit 
strips are golden brown, 
about 15 minutes. Let hot 
dogs cool on the baking 
sheet for 10 minutes.

▢ Fork

▢ Small bowl

▢ Measuring spoons

▢ Rimmed baking 

sheet

▢ Parchment paper

▢ 8 wooden skewers

▢ Ruler

▢ Chef's knife (or 
bench scraper)

▢ Pastry brush

⚠ You can make your hot dogs extra-special by making a topper for your skewers!

-Pat out extra biscuit dough into 4-inch circle. Use 1 1/2- to 2-inch star cookie cutter (use similar-size 
cookie cutter of another shape, if desired) to cut out dough shapes.
- At end of Step 2, carefully push skewers all the way through hot dogs, leaving 1 1/2 to 2 inches of 
skewer sticking out at top of each hot dog.
- At end of Step 4, carefully stick 1 dough shape on end of each skewer. Continue with recipe as directed.

Equipment:

Ingredients:

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

of minus 1 or higher is 
normal. A score of minus 
2.5 or lower is osteoporo-
sis. The range between 
normal and osteoporosis 
is considered osteope-
nia, a condition where 
bone density is below the 
normal range and puts a 
person at higher risk for 
developing osteoporosis. 
Osteopenia also raises the 
risk for breaking a bone.

There are things you 
can do to help keep your 

bones healthy as you 
get older. Exercise is 
important. Be sure to 
include a combination of 
weight-bearing exercises, 
such as walking, jogging, 
running or stair climb-
ing. Eat a healthy diet, 
making sure to get the 
right amounts of calcium 
and vitamin D. And if you 
smoke, stop. Research 
suggests that tobacco 
use contributes to weak 
bones. Similarly, regularly 
having more than two 

alcoholic drinks a day 
raises your risk of osteo-
porosis, possibly because 
alcohol can interfere 
with the body's ability to 
absorb calcium. There-
fore, limit the amount of 
alcohol you drink.

Talk to your health care 
provider about getting 
a bone density test and 
discuss any concerns you 
have about your bone 
health. Taking steps now 
can help ensure good 
bone health in the future.

 MAYO CLINIC:  There are things you can do to help keep 
your bones healthy as you get older
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Grow local business | observerxtra.com/ads

Reach the right person  at the 

right time to make a purchase

T H E  P O W E R  O F  P R I N T .

The Observer is the most-widely read newspaper in our communities 
for twenty-five years. Through that time this newspaper has earned the 
trust and partnered with local businesses to deliver their advertising 
messages. Connecting with active loyal readers through professional 
journalism sets us apart from every other local advertising medium.  
Find out how The Observer can help you get the word out.
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

77 Arthur Street South, Elmira
519-669-1577

Dr. Anh Le
Dr. Linda Vo
Dr. Gregory Masonwww.arthurstreetdental.ca

Dr. Munjal brings with her over 20 years of experience in 
the dental field. A proficient clinician, Dr. Munjal genuinely 
cares about providing the best care to her patients and 
looks forward to getting to know the Elmira community.

Drs. Le and Vo are happy to welcome Dr. Munjal
to the dedicated team at Arthur Street Dental Office.

Exciting News!

putting their donated 
items,” said Christie.

The Mennonite Central 
Committee, which also 
operates a thrift store in 
Elmira, is already seeing 
that surge in donations. 
Luckily, notes MCC 
Ontario executive director 
John Head, the ability to 
take in donations does not 
have an impact on the 15 
per cent capacity for shop-
pers in the stores.

“We’ve arranged it so 
retail is separated from the 
donation area.”

Head noted the MCC 
stores have seen a “strong 
inflow of donations” and 

THRIFT:  Stores are slowly easing back into operation
a demand for shoppers to 
return to the stores. Staff 
are busy keeping things 
running smoothly given 
the restrictions still in 
place.

“We have to monitor 
it because of expected 
pent-up demand,” he said.

While capacity is 
limited, the return of a 
revenue stream comes as 
something of a relief to the 
organization, which typi-
cally counts on thrift store 
sales for 25 per cent of its 
budget. The reopening 
also allows for volunteers 
to become involved again, 
albeit with limitations due 
to public health protocols.

“We’re being very 
cautious in terms of 
distancing,” said Head.

Retail hours also remain 
limited on a store-by-store 
basis – people are asked to 
check online for individ-
ual location hours – as the 
reopening is phased in.

The same is true at 
WCS, which is currently 
accepting donations only 
on Mondays and Fridays.  
On the shopping side, the 
in-store capacity count 
will be 15 per cent or seven 
people, with time limits 
of 30 minutes in place if 
a line begins to build up 
outside of the building, 
said Christie. 
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Along with being open to sales, the WCS shop is again accepting donations. Damon MacLean
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1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

PAD ATTACHEDPAD ATTACHED
12”X24”CLICK12”X24”CLICK

VINYL TILESVINYL TILES

$$110000
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

IN STOCK!
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REG 3.99

IN STOCK!
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IN STOCK!
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IN STOCK!
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��������
��������������
IN-STORE SHOPPING

M-F SAT SUN
10-59-6 9-6
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6” WIDE6” WIDE
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REG 3.29
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REG 3.99
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FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

BASEBOARDS

Richard Clausi is getting 
the word out about the 
Elmira Legion's Remem-
brance Day contests. 
Alex Filipe

Justine Fraser
For Observer

IN A NORMAL YEAR, 
THE Royal Canadian 
Legion wouldn’t be 
talking about its Remem-
brance Day poster and 
literacy contests at this 
point, but this has been 
anything but a normal 
year. That being the 
case, getting the jump 
on things a little earlier 
just makes sense, says 
Elmira’s Richard Clausi, 
especially given the 
disruptions in the school 
system.

“It’s an opportunity 
for kids to remember. 
We have members of the 
armed forces who have 
been out there in the 
floods, in the ice storms, 
and even right now in the 
long-term care centers 
– our armed forces are 
there,” said Clausi, a 
retired school teacher 
who knows a thing or two 
about students and the 
Legion’s contests.

“Last year we had over 
360 entries from our 
schools – I taught in the 
Elmira high school for 
over 37 years and it was 
always a very special 
event. We would have 
representatives from local 
Legions come in and they 

would lay a wreath – last 
year towards the end of 
my career we moved to 
a radio Remembrance 
– they didn’t have tele-
vision so they had radio 
commemoration, it was 
over the P.A. system,” said 
Clausi discussing his last 
Remembrance Day work-
ing as a teacher. 

The contests engage the 
artistic talents of school 
kids in Grades 1 through 
12 as an educational exer-
cise in conjunction with 
Remembrance Day. As the 
not-at-all-usual school 
year wraps up, Clausi 
notes the regular lines 
of communications with 
students haven’t been 
open.  

Over the summer, 
anyone 18 and younger 
is given the opportunity 
to learn about a veteran 
or current armed forces 
member, getting more 
insight into the past or 
present so they can create 
something unique to 
enter ahead of Remem-
brance Day, he explained. 

“We are so very fortu-
nate in this country, but 
sometimes we forget 
that.” 

That’s why members 
of the Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 469 in 
Elmira are reaching out 

to the community to 
invite students to enter 
the 2021 Remembrance 
Day contests. Clausi notes 
they hope to give students 
and children a creative 
outlet during these diffi-
cult times. 

“It’s a wonderful 
opportunity to learn 
more about the legacy of 
our armed forces and the 
Royal Canadian Legion,” 
he said.

“Our armed forces are 
by no means inactive – 
they’re out there work-
ing for people, they’re 
serving the country and 
they’re also serving on the 
domestic front, too. This 
is a way to give gratitude.”

The contests are divided 
into four categories: 
senior (Grades 10, 11, 12), 
intermediate (Grades 7, 8, 
9), junior (Grades 4, 5, 6) 
and primary (Grades 1, 2, 3 
– poster contest only). The 
poster contest is divided 
into two categories: colour 
and black and white. The 
literary contest is divided 
into two categories: essay 
and poem. Entries are 
submitted at the branch 
level and winning entries 
proceed to the provincial 
and then national level. 
More information can be 
found online at 
www.legion.ca.
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Legion getting a jump on 
Remembrance Day contests
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COUPON CODE: RECRUIT20 
SAVE $20.00 ON NEXT LISTING*

Reach the local talent pool
in print and online. 

*Expires July 31, 21

Try the Observer’s new self-serve website to
post a recruitment ad. 30 day listings, employer
portal, branding, online applications & more.


