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Lang 2022
Wall Calendar 12” x 12” 

$1849
Reg. $21.49

Blueline® Monthly
Desk Pads

OVER 50 STYLES IN STOCK

NOW AVAILABLE: 2022 Business Calendars, Date Books & Diaries SHOP NOW for best selec�on! 

$3.97
FROM

OP Brand
Planners

$6.99
FROM

Products may not be exactly as shown. 
While Supplies last. See store for details.

Limited-time offer. MSRP of $23,795 on the 2021 Crosstrek CP MT 
(MX1 CP). *Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus $1,800 freight 
and PDI, $249 Admin, $100 Tire Tax, $10 OMVIC, $20 Tire Levy, $20 
PPSA Service fee charge, and includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, 
license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. 
$500 Holiday Bonus is a limited time offer available towards eligible 
purchases on all new Subaru models, and can be combined with 
Subaru Canada supported lease and finance rates through 
participating Subaru Canada Dealers. **Lease rate of 0.5% for 24 
months. Lease payments of $66 weekly with $1,801 down payment. 
Lease end value $17,537 with $2,266 due on delivery. Lease based 
on a maximum of 20,000 km per year for 24 months, or 40,000 km 
total, with excess charged at $0.10/km. Subject to credit approval by 
Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Leasing and financing programs 
available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and 
finance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent 
trade-in may be required. Contact your Subaru dealer for details. 
Model shown: 2021 Crosstrek Limited Eyesight (MX2 LP) with an 
MSRP of $34,495. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to 
order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration and 
may not be equipped exactly as shown. EyeSight® is a driver-assist 
system, which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions. 
The driver is always responsible for safe and attentive driving. 
System effectiveness depends on many factors such as vehicle 
maintenance, and weather and road conditions. Crosstrek and 
Subaru are registered trademarks. Offer ends November 30, 2021. 
Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. See your local 
Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for complete 
program details.
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SUBARU PRESENTS
$500 
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   Symmetrical Full-Time AWD 

   EyeSight® Driver Assist Technology

   Award-winning Subaru Safety
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FROM $25,994*

$400K in emergency spending to shore up failing bridge
Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

WOOLWICH WILL SPEND 
$400,000 TO shore up the 
low-level bridge in St. Jacobs 
that’s been closed since Septem-
ber due to safety concerns.

A large rainfall event on 
September 22 caused rapid 
erosion on some of the piers 
supporting the bridge, which 

Fearing the bridge could be lost if its supports aren’t bolstered, Woolwich council this week approved emergency spending to repair the low-level bridge that’s been closed since a Sept. 22 storm.

is designed to be flooded over 
during high-water episodes. 
Erosion concerns had first been 
identified during underwater 
inspections in 2018, but the 
September downpour caused 
visible sagging and cracking.

Now, engineering staff is 
proposing emergency repairs to 
the existing piers and replace-
ment of a portion of the deck, 
director of infrastructure 

services Jared Puppe told town-
ship councillors meeting in a 
special session Tuesday night.

In response to a question from 
Coun. Patrick Merlihan, Puppe 
said the situation warranted 
quick action to prevent further 
damage to the bridge that might 
render it irreparable.

“The emergency aspect is that 
it is failing, and it has failed. 
If we do nothing right now, we 

will lose the bridge – that is the 
emergency piece,” he explained.

Another underwater inspec-
tion last month revealed that 
additional undermining of the 
piers had occurred across all 
eight of the piers, most notably 
in the four most easterly piers.  A 
large, full-width, crack was also 
identified adjacent to the second 
most easterly pier. The visual 
tilting of the bridge deck to the 

south coincides with the under-
mining of the four most easterly 
piers, Puppe noted in his report.

“Once erosion starts, it 
happens very quickly. So I 
think that’s what we’re trying to 
prevent, further erosion. We’re 
going to fill the void and stop any 
further erosion,” he said, adding 
that will buy time for council to 
make a decision about the long-

→ BRIDGE 4

Emergency measures to repair, reopen low-level bridge in St. Jacobs approved by council in special emergency meeting



2  |  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, November 18, 2021

 “WE APPRECIATE YOU.”

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS EXTENDS A SINCERE 

Thank You 
TO THE AMAZING STAFF FOR THEIR 
DEDICATION, CARE, AND LOYALTY. 

GERALDINE REID

STAFF OF ELMIRA DISTRICT COMMUNITY LIVING : 

       “FOR ALL THE LIVES YOU TOUCH, WE THANK YOU VERY MUCH.”
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three Woolwich will welcome back the National 
Para Hockey Team early in 2022 as part 
of their training program leading up to the 
Paralympic Winter Games in Beijing. The 
team was last here in winter 2020 for a train-
ing camp and series of games against the 
U.S., hosted in Elmira at the WMC. 

The good news: that fire call was only a 
false alarm. The bad news: it just cost you 
$700. Under a proposed bylaw aired this 
week, Woolwich Township is looking to 
ding property owners for its out-of-pocket 
costs in the case of repetitive false alarms 
that draw a fire department response. 
From the Nov. 20, 2004 edition of The Observer

Para Hockey at the WMC From the archives

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H

Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Region prepares for approval of vaccines for school-age kids
Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

WITH THE IMMINENT 
APPROVAL OF vaccines 
for children between the 
ages of 5 and 11, Waterloo 
Region is ramping up for 
special clinics to handle 
the demand.

The region is planning a 
child-specific ‘Every Dose 

Art Woods sits in the gazebo at Lions Club’s memorial forest adjacent to the Kissing Bridge Trail. Steve Kannon

Counts’ vaccination clinic 
when children’s vaccines 
are approved, similar to 
the one hosted at Binge-
mans in the summer. 
They are also working 
with the school board 
to get more information 
out to parents before the 
children’s vaccine rollout 
officially starts. 

“When the vaccine is 

approved for children 5 
to 11, a comprehensive 
vaccine rollout will ensure 
that families who wish 
to vaccinate their chil-
dren will be able to do 
so,” said regional Chair 
Karen Redman at the 
weekly pandemic briefing 
November 12.

In the U.S., more than 
a million kids in that age 

range have received a 
shot since the vaccine 
was cleared for a younger 
cohort more than a week 
ago. Health Canada is 
expected to announce a 
similar clearance here 
within a couple of weeks.

“When 5-to-11-year-
old children’s doses 
are approved, we will 
require appointments 

for children’s first doses 
at our regional vaccine 
clinics. Primary care 
physicians will be able to 
provide children’s doses 
– community pharmacies 
will provide children’s 
vaccine doses and mostly 
use an online booking 
system for appoint-
ments.”

Once the wider use is → PANDEMIC 6

approved, the region can 
begin tracking the uptake 
of the vaccine among 
school-aged children. 
Currently, 91.7 per cent of 
residents over the age of 
12 have received at least 
one dose of a vaccine, 
with 88.9 per cent fully 
inoculated.

For those in the 12- to 

Hot on the trail for the past 40 years
Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

IF YOU’RE A USER OF 
Woolwich’s now-expan-
sive trail system, you have 
Art Woods to thank for 
that. The Township of 
Woolwich Environmental 
Enhancement Committee 
(TWEEC) recently did 
just that on your behalf, 
presenting him with an 

award recognizing his 
decades of service.

The group’s CARES 
award (Community 
Awards in Recogni-
tion of Environmental 
Stewardship) acknowl-
edges the Elmira resi-
dent’s pioneering efforts 
to launch trails in the 
community. 

Taken for granted today, 
trailways weren’t even on 

the radar in 1980 when 
Woods and the Elmira 
Lions Club pushed ahead 
to create the Elmira Lions 
Trail.

“That, for sure, in the 
1980s was not a big thing,” 
he said of trail work. “Not 
everybody in my club was 
in favour of it, but major-
ity of them still came out 
to work parties, so I can’t  
complain. It just took 

some time to convince 
everybody that it was 
something important in 
our community.”

From having to convince 
his fellow Lions that the 
trail thing had legs, Woods 
has seen both the trail 
network and the commu-
nity support blossom. The 
pandemic shutdowns saw 
large numbers of people 

→  TRAILBLAZER 4

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

IN WHAT’S ALREADY 
A BUSY time of year for 
Saint Nick, he’ll be literally 
on the run November 28 
during the second annual 
Santa run in Wellesley.

The goal is to have some 
holiday fun – dressing up 
as Santa or in Christmas 
garb, for instance – and 
raise some money for the 
township’s new recreation 
complex.

Inspired by the KW 
Santa run, avid runners 
Shauna Johnston and 
Carrie Harman launched 
the Wellesley iteration last 
year when the Kitchener 
event was cancelled. The 
popularity of the first 
outing prompted another 
again this year.

“We both like to run, 
and in 2019 we did the KW 
Santa run together. The 
following year, we would 
have loved to do it again 
– we were going to make 
it a normal event for us 
to participate in together 

Event will include registration fee to help 
raise funds for new township rec. facility

– but there was no runs 
due to COVID. That’s what 
inspired us to do a run 
of our own right here at 
home,” said Johnston.

“Last year went well. 
Everybody liked it and had 
fun with it.”

The run will start at 
Wellesley Public School 
(1059 Queens Bush Rd.), 
and participants will be 
able to take part in a three- 
or five-kilometre route, 
depending on their pref-
erence. The plan is to run, 
walk or roll through town 
dressed as Santa Claus – 
or simply wearing some 
fun and festive attire –  to 
bring cheer to those who 
take part or show up to 
watch. Things get under-
way at 10 a.m.  

New this year is a regis-
tration fee of $25 (free for 
children)  to help with the 
fundraising efforts, with 
swag bags still in the mix 
for participants. 

“We have changed 
things this year. Last year 
was donations only – I 

Santa to run 
through Wellesley 
again this year

→ SANTA RUN 6
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term fate of the bridge.
Woolwich had already 

planned to start an envi-
ronmental assessment 
process this year in order 
to determine if the bridge 
should be rehabilitated or 
replaced, with construc-
tion pencilled in for 2025. 

If the $400,000 spent 
now to buttress the 
supports is successful, 
long-term repairs could 
be carried out for another 
$600,000 to $700,000, 
said Puppe. Replacing the 
bridge would cost $3-$4 
million.

The emergency repairs, 
which could see the bridge 
reopen by year’s end or 
early in 2022, would hold 
up for at least another five 
years while a long-term 

The low-level bridge was closed after support piers eroded and significant cracking occurred.

plan was developed, he 
added.

Coun. Larry Shantz 
argued for quick action 
to reopen the conduit  
for users of horse-drawn 
buggies.

“We have to open this 
up as soon as possible 
because this is really caus-
ing issues for the horse-
and-buggy traffic. I think 
that’s something that we 
have to attend to,” he said.

“We have fielded a 
number of calls from the 
Old Order community. 
I think the detriment is 
to that community. It is 
not the vehicular traffic 
that we’re concerned 
about, though it is quite 
a cut-through. It’s more 
than Mennonite commu-
nity, the horse-and-buggy 

community, and how they 
access St. Jacobs back and 
forth – that’s the concern-
ing piece,” said Puppe.

The emergency expense 
is unbudgeted, with Puppe 
suggesting the $400,000 
be drawn from federal 
gas tax funding that had 
already been allocated 
for 2022 projects. That, in 
turn, would require coun-
cil to scale back next year’s 
budget or borrow more 
money to keep planned 
work on the schedule. 

“Are there projects in 
jeopardy in specific, or 
are you priming us for 
more debentures in 2022?” 
asked Merlihan in relation 
to the reallocated gas tax 
money.

Puppe noted there are 
currently three 2022 capi-

tal projects slated to use 
borrowed money: the Peel 
Street pedestrian bridge in 
Winterbourne, municipal 
drain #1 in Breslau and a 
portion of the Industrial 
Drive project in Elmira. 
Any changes would be part 
of the upcoming budget 
process.

“Debenture doesn’t sit 
well with me, but some-
times it has to be done,” 
said Shantz, calling for the 
Peel Street bridge project 
to be pushed off for a year 
or so to make way for the 
higher-priority repairs to 
the St. Jacobs structure.

In the meantime, 
Puppe noted, the town-
ship will be carrying out 
more monitoring of the 
low-level bridge, particu-
larly after weather events.

→FROM 1

BRIDGE: Temporary fix will hold while township decides on its next move

using local trails. 
“This summer it was like 

the 401. I was there most 
days ... and you could see 
the number of vehicles 
parked there,” he said 
of the trail entrance on 
Arthur Street North.

The pandemic-time 
boom in trail use has 
meant a bit more work, 
and raised some concerns 
about an increase in 
bicycle traffic, which has 
caused some conflict with 
pedestrians. 

“It’s great to see bicy-
cles out there, I just hope 
people are being consid-

reservoir,” said Woods of 
the first trail project. “It 
appeals to me personally 
because it provides an 
opportunity for people 
to do something without 
cost, and it’s beneficial to 
all.”

That early vision and 
the subsequent years of 

growing and maintaining 
the trail network is what 
made Woods a unanimous 
choice for a CARES award, 
says TWEEC chair Susan 
Bryant. The award was 
presented October 25 in an 
outdoor ceremony taped 
for release during last 
week’s Woolwich council 

meeting.
“Everybody was on 

board with it because 
we’re all using those trails 
a lot today,” she said. “I 
think that in the town-
ships people just assume 
you’re kind of in the coun-
try and you don’t really 
need trails. But it has done 

really well and I think it’s 
probably the best trail 
system of all the town-
ships in the region. That’s 
largely Art’s instigation, 
though he kept saying to 
me, ‘it’s not just me, I have 
all these younger people 
in the Lions.’ He was very, 
very clear that he wanted 
the club and the people 
recognized.”

“Obviously I’m very 
honoured to have been the 
recipient, but that could 
have gone to the club, not 
just Art Woods, but I’m 
honoured to receive it,” 
said Woods, noting the 
widespread use of the 
trails has been a reward in 
and of itself.

With an expanded 
network has come more 
work, particularly main-
taining the trails, which 
relies on a team of volun-
teers, he stressed. It’s only 
through the hard work of 
volunteers, the generosity 
of those allowing use of 
their land and community 
response to fundrais-
ing efforts that the trail 
system has thrived all 
these years.

Art Woods displays the plaque recognizing his CARES award for stewardship. Steve Kannon

erate.”
It’s been a gratify-

ing 40-year journey of 
growth, one he attributes 
to the efforts of others, 
including his fellow club 
members.

The idea stemmed from 
a desire to make a more 
formal trail around the 
Woolwich reservoir, aka 
the Floradale dam. 

“I come from a family 
that was interested in 
tree planting and outside 
activities, and that prob-
ably played a role in it, to 
be honest.  And, secondly, 
a few of us had some 
interest in the Woolwich 

→FROM 3

TRAILBLAZER:  Art Woods receives environmental stewardship award for his pioneering efforts to create trail network
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www.stirtonconstruction.ca
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Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Over the counter 
delivery available 
(Minimum $50 before 
tax order required)

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Ham or Fish includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Nov 19 & 20

pre-order

reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Nov 24-27

Hot Beef or Tereyaki Chicken includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

$4.99

SIDE BACON    

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$5.55/lbHAM KIELBOSSA 

$6.99/lb

Reg.$7.99/lb

/lb

DELI-SLICED 

SLICED

NOVEMBER 9

3:03 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of a theft from a vehi-
cle parked at an address on 
Bluejay Road in Elmira. The 
vehicle had been entered 
sometime overnight and 
personal belongings were 
taken. Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

6:08 PM | A colli-
sion brought police to 
Floradale Road in Wool-
wich Township where a 
vehicle towing oversized 
farm equipment was trav-
elling north on Floradale 
Road over the center line 
and was subsequently 
struck by a vehicle trav-
elling south. There were 
no injuries reported. A 
50-year-old Kitchener 
man was charged with 
‘fail to share half roadway 
– meeting vehicle.’

NOVEMBER 10

9:08 AM | Emergency 
crews responded to a 
collision at the intersec-
tion of Hessen Strasse 
and Herrgott Road in 
Wellesley Township. A 
vehicle travelling south 
on Herrgott Road failed to 
stop at the stop sign. The 
vehicle entered the inter-
section and was struck by 
a vehicle travelling east 
on Hessen Strasse. There 
were no injuries reported. 
A 36-year-old Millbank 

For more than 50 years, 
the Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP) Canine Unit 
handlers and canines 
have been supporting 
frontline and specialized 
policing functions to keep 
Ontarians safe. Between 
providing assistance 
for search and rescue, 
tracking wanted persons, 
detecting narcotics, and 
searching for firearms, 
explosives and physical 
evidence, Canine Unit 
canines took time to put 

woman was charged with 
‘disobey stop sign – fail to 
stop.’

5:37 PM | Police received 
a report of a collision 
involving a deer on Hutchi-
son Road in Wellesley 
Townships.

NOVEMBER 11

8:08 PM | Police received 
another deer-strike call, 
this one at Sandy Hills and 
Northfield drives in Wool-
wich Township. 

NOVEMER 12

5:58 AM | Another 
deer-related collision was 
reported to police, this 
one on Northfield Drive in 
Woolwich Townships.

4:00 PM | Wellington 
County OPP responded 
to a serious single-vehicle 
collision on Highway 6, near 
Wellington Road 22, south 
of Fergus. Initial reports 
indicated that a grey 
sedan had lost control and 
three peopled were seri-
ously injured. Three occu-
pants were transported 
to a local hospital with 
non-life-threatening inju-
ries. The cause of the colli-
sion is being investigated. 
The roadway was closed for 
approximately four hours. 
Police are asking anyone 
that may have witnessed 
this collision to please call 
1-888-310-1122.

NOVEMBER 13

5:55 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 

a report of break-in that 
had occurred at a busi-
ness on King Street North 
in St. Jacobs. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8777.

NOVEMBER 16

7:39 AM | Police were 
notified of a theft from a 
vehicle parked at Herr-
gott Road address in 
Wellesley Township. 
Sometime overnight, two 
vehicles were entered 
and personal belongings 
were taken. Anyone with 
information is encouraged 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 or online 
at www.waterloocrimes-
toppers.com. 

their best paws forward 
for charity.

In the sixth annual OPP 
canine unit calendar, 
police dogs from across 
Ontario show off their 
specialized skills and 
day-to-day commitment 
to community safety.

Canine units provide 
assistance for search 
and rescue, track-
ing wanted persons, 
detecting narcotics, and 
searching for firearms, 
explosives and physical 

OPP canines strike a pose for a ‘paw’some cause with latest calendar project spanning 50 years

evidence.
Each month features 

a canine with a write-up 
identifying their specialty, 
their role and home 
location. For instance, 
two-year-old Conan of 
London shows off his 
search and rescue skills 
in June. In March’s photo, 
you will see our newest 
training course graduate, 
Felix from Norfolk, climb-
ing aboard the hovering 
helicopter with his handler. 
See Duke, a Malinois Cross 

from North Bay, tracking in 
the thick snow in Decem-
ber’s photo.

All proceeds from the 
2022 OPP Canine Unit 
calendar go to the OPP 
Youth Foundation and 
the Friends of The OPP 
Museum. Last year’s 
calendar sales raised 
more than $22,000 for 
those charities. Each 
calendar costs $15 and 
can be purchased at the 
OPP Off Duty Shop at 
www.oppshop.on.ca.

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Emergency crews responded to a collision Tuesday afternoon at Church Street West and Country 
Club Estates Drive in Elmira where a black Hyundai struck a grey Ford pickup. Police report charges 
are pending. Justine Fraser
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17-year-old age group, 
88 per cent have had one 
dose while 84 have had 
two. 

“Rapid antigen tests 
will be offered to schools 
in situations where they 
may be of added value, 
that is high-risk situations 
in order to prevent whole 
school closure or as an 
additional screening tool 
upon reopening after 
closure,” said medical 
officer of health Dr. 
Hsiu-Li Wang.

In the last couple weeks, 
the region has been seeing 
a rise in COVID cases, 
with Wang noting the 
Delta variant is on the rise 
again in the community. 
She advised residents to 
remain cautious, practice 
physical distancing, wear 
a mask and make sure 
indoor spaces are well 
ventilated. 

“As normally follows 
a rise in cases, we are 
starting to see more 
outbreaks in various 
settings. Vaccination 
policies in workplaces 
can significantly reduce 
the spread of outbreaks 
should they occur. As 
many cases continue to be 
among the unvaccinated, 
we are likely to see some 
increase in hospitaliza-
tions and ICU admissions 
in the coming weeks,” said 
Wang. 

At midweek, there 
were 224 active cases of 
COVID-19 in the region, 
up from 176 a week earlier. 
A total of 305 people have 
succumbed to the disease 

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

IT WAS SIX OF ONE, half 
a dozen of another as the 
Elmira Sugar Kings split 
last weekend’s games. 
After giving up six goals 
November 12 in a 6-3 loss 
in Stratford, the team 
scored six in blanking 
Cambridge back on home 
ice Sunday.

Things started well for 
the Kings last Friday in 
Stratford, where they were 
first on the board courtesy 
of Adam Grein’s seventh 
goal of the season midway 
through the opening 
period. Assists went to 
Nathaniel Mott and Luke 
Eurig. 

The lead was short-
lived, however, as the 
Warriors replied less than 
a minute later. It was 1-1 
heading into the intermis-
sion.

In the second, it was the 
Warriors that got things 
rolling, making it 2-1 
at 4:09. Just 11 seconds 
later, the score was 
knotted up again when 
Elmira’s Daniel Fraleigh 
responded, assisted by 
Isaac Westlake and Mott. 

Stratford buried two 
more before the frame 
ended, making it 4-2. 
That marked the end 
of the night for Elmira 
netminder Dan Botelho, 
who gave up four goals on 
15 shots. 

Things didn’t get any 
easier for his replacement, 
Matthew Lunghi, who 
gave up a goal at 4:32 of the 

Kings post another split weekend
Next challege is Stratford and KW, with eye towards breaking logjam in standings

final stanza and another at 
12:52, broken up by Brody 
Leblanc’s 12th of the year, 
assisted by Luke Eurig and 
Brayden Hislop. Lunghi 
stopped five of the seven 
shots he faced in wrapping 
up the 6-3 loss.

The final shot tally 
was 23-22 in favour of the 
visitors.

With the win, Strat-
ford (13-3) edged Elmira 
(13-4) out of first place in 
the Western Conference 
standings, where the two 
teams are tied with the KW 
Siskins at 26 points.

“I thought Stratford 
capitalized on their 
chances when they had 
them, and I don’t think 
we were our sharpest 
selves,” said head coach 
Rob Collins. “With that 
being said, I won’t take 
anything away from 
them – Stratford is in the 
position they’re in because 
they have a quality group 
of players over there. They 
got some momentum off 
the fans at home, and we 
just couldn’t keep it going 
– we would get it going 
phases and just couldn’t 
keep it going, so we came 
up a little short Friday.”

Back in Elmira Sunday 
night, the Kings were 
clearly eager to shake off 
the loss, scoring early 
and often against the 
Cambridge Redhawks.

Westlake (from Grein 
and Kurtis Goodwin) made 
it 1-0 just 45 seconds into 
the match, which is how 
things stood until midway 
through the second when 

the home team scored 
three in the span of little 
more than five minutes.

Aidan Yarde (Leblanc, 
Jaxson Murray) opened 
the floodgates, joined 
by Lucas Carson (Owen 
Duiker, Westlake) and 
Leblanc’s shorthanded 
goal, which got a helper 
from Lunghi to go along 
with his shutout. 

The Kings took a 4-0 
lead into the second 
intermission, but they 
weren’t done yet. Eurig 
made it 5-0 with a power-
play marker at 8:55, with 
assists going to Murray 
and Leblanc. Just over a 
minute later, Grein’s unas-
sisted goal capped the 6-0 
victory.

Shots were 27-24 in 
favour of the home side, 
with the Kings going 1-4 
with the man advantage, 
while Cambridge was 0-6, 
giving up a shorthanded 
goal to boot.

It was a good effort from 
a squad that’s been deal-
ing with injuries and other 
shortages in its roster, said 
Collins.

“That was a great 
response by them, espe-
cially on the weekend that 
we were short so many 
guys; we only dressed 
10 forwards on Sunday,” 
he said, praising the 
team’s effort. “They were 
committed to what we 
were trying to accomplish, 
and in a very team-ori-
ented way took care of a 
quality team in Cambridge 
quite handily. It was a 
good response after the 

after the Friday result.”
The latest hole in the 

roster involves filling the 
vacancy left by defence-
man Brayden Hislop, who 
was acquired by the OHL’s 
Saginaw Spirit on Monday. 
The St. Clements native 
was picked by the Owen 
Sound Attack in the ninth 
round of 2019 OHL Priority 
Selection Draft, with the 
Attack trading him to 
Saginaw for a ninth round 
pick in 2022. 

The 18-year-old has 
spent the last two season 
in the Greater Ontario 
Junior Hockey League, 
putting up 1-17-18 totals in 
17 games with the Kings 
this season.

“That’ a credit to how he 
worked and improved and 
earned himself an oppor-
tunity,” said Collins of 
Hislop’s departure. “We’re 
thrilled. We’re happy for 
him. By the same token, 
that’s going to create an 
opportunity for another 
guy in our team.

“We’ll miss Brayden, but 
we wish him all the best, 
that’s for sure.”

The Kings are back in 
action this weekend, with 
a chance for payback in 
Stratford Friday night and 
then going head-to-head 
with the Siskins Saturday 
night at the WMC.

“We’re happy to get 
another crack at them. 
They obviously left a sour 
taste in their mouth, and 
we’ll see if we can get some 
redemption,” said Collins 
of Friday’s visit to Strat-
ford. 

→FROM 3

SANTA RUN:  A fun an healthy way 
to get into the spirit of the season

→FROM 3

PANDEMIC:  Unvaccinated continue 
to be the issue as case numbers rise

since the pandemic first 
began, unchanged in the 
past seven days.

As with the region, the 
number of cases is spiking 
upward in Welling-
ton-Dufferin-Guelph, 
albeit slightly, with 78 
active cases at midweek, 
up from last week’s 71. 
There have been 127 
fatalities associated with 
the virus, unchanged for 
several weeks.

Public health there 
reports 88.7 per cent of 
eligible residents has 
received at least one dose 
of vaccine, with 86.5 per 
cent fully inoculated.

The province continues 
to see growth in the total 
number of cases, with the 
tally now at 608,200, up 
about 4,000 in the past 
week.

There have been 9,938 
deaths attributed to the 
virus – up 35 over the 
week before – represent-
ing a mortality rate of 1.6 
per cent. The ministry 
reports 593,454 cases 
(97.6 per cent) have been 
resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada 
show 23,632 active cases 
nationwide, basically 
unchanged from a week 
earlier. The cumulative 
total of confirmed cases 
now stands at 1,754,375, 
with 29,403 related 
deaths, a mortality rate of 
1.7 per cent. Nationally, 
88.7 per cent of eligible 
Canadians have received 
at least one dose of 
vaccine, with 85 per cent 
fully vaccinated.

think we raised just over 
$200, which last year 
we donated to the Lions 
Club. This year it was 
suggested that we do 
a registration fee,” she 
explained.

The event will go ahead 
whatever the weather, 
with participants advised 
to dress appropriately for 
what the day offers up.

To register, contact 
Johnston at sljohn-
ston85@gmail.com.

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

AS COLD WEATHER 
COMES IN fast so does the 
need to get warm clothes 
and hot meals to youth 
experiencing homelessness 
in the region. The Wool-
wich Community Lions 

Woolwich Lions’ WeCare program seeking donations for homeless youth
Club is on its second run 
of collecting donations for 
oneRoof Youth Services, 
which provides safety and 
support for 12- to 25-year-
olds who are experiencing 
homelessness or at risk of 
being displaced. 

“With the weather 
getting colder, and the 
pandemic limiting fund-
raising efforts, the need 
is greater than ever,” said 
Valerie King, the club’s 
service chairperson. “Over 
35,000 youth are home-
less in Canada each year, 
and 6,000-7,000 youth 
will be looking for a warm 
bed tonight; we wanted to 
target the homeless youth 
as our service project 
again this year. “

A wish list for the 
holidays from oneROOF 
includes items such as 
gift cards, new socks or 
underwear, hygiene prod-
ucts, food and beverages, 
single-size bed comforters 
and art or school supplies. 

“I think with the way 

the pandemic has caused 
us all to pivot, monetary 
donations and gift cards 
suggestions are our big 
ones at the top of the 
list – then they can buy 
what they need. The other 
big items are hand and 
foot warmer packs. Some 
of these kids are out in 
the street for long hours 
at a time. Clothing and 
footwear that are most 
needed are sweatshirts 
and hoodies, winter 
jackets, sweaters, pyjama 
bottoms. Walkie talkies, 
and I sort of understand 
how important they could 
be that if they’re trying to 
stay connected with some 
of these kids who might 
not have cell phones.”

Grocery gift cards and 
monetary donation were 
the first on the shelter’s 
wish list for the holidays. 
The full list of items needed 
can be found on the Lions’ 
Facebook page as well as 
drop-off locations that 
include Brian’s Foto Source 

in downtown Elmira.
“Brian, this is his second 

year helping us and he was 
more than enthusiastic 
to do it again because he 
feels there’s a real need. 
Brian’s Foto Source is our 
business that’s helping 
us in terms of collection, 
and then on our Facebook 
page we’ve also listed my 
contact information and 
listed there as well is the 
other chairperson who’s 
doing this with me.”

The deadline for dona-
tions is November 26, with 
King noting they would be 
happy to collect donations 
that may come in late to 
help support youth. 

“We’ve had a wonderful 
response. We just kicked 
off on the 12th and already 
we have a significant 
amount of articles that 
have been collected,” 
said King. “[People] can 
message us on Facebook 
and we’d be happy to pick 
that up and drop it off at 
the shelter for them.” 
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St. Jacobs
Sparkles
November 12-28

St. Jacobs

Waterloo

Toronto Maple Leafs 
player, Darryl Sittler, 
grew up in St. Jacobs. 
He played 11 seasons 
on the NHL team. 
From 1974-75 he was 
their captain.   

See thousands of 
sparkling lights, visit 
Santa, hear holiday 
carols, enjoy a 
Horse-Drawn Trolley 
Tour, support the 
fire fighters burn 
barrel, and visit the 
local shops full of 
great gift ideas! 

COVID-19 Safety 
Protocols in place

Take an Art Walk 
in the village! Many 
new murals can be 
found on the sides 
of buildings 

Take an Art Walk 
in the village! Many 
new murals can be 
found on the sides 
of buildings 

Find our story on 
the St. Jacobs 
Farmers’ Market on 
page 11 this week

The St. Jacobs Farmers’ 
Market is the largest 
year-round farmers’ market 
in Canada attracting 
one-million visitors annually.

BAKERY & BOUTIQUE 

4 Hachborn Street West (at King Street) 
519.664.1724

1420 King St. North
Downtown St. Jacobs
519-664-2905

www.homehardware.ca

St. Jacobs

Thank you for supporting local

Accreditation 
Number: 38988

Serving you for over 100 Years

 
1145 Printery Road, St. Jacobs, Ontario
T 519.664.2263 | F 519.664.3369
www.stjacobsprintery.com

Offset & Digital Printing•
Variable Data Print (VDP)•
Creative Design•
Photography•
Web Page Design•

Support Local

30 Benjamin Rd., Waterloo

519-746-0060
www.furniturehouse.ca

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Buy Canadian

1375 King St. N., St. Jacobs | Fri & Sat 11 – 8 
519-664-2212 | www.itsartistic.com

GARDEN ACCESSORIES, 
HOME DECOR & MORE!

Open late, 9pm Fridays 
and 6pm Saturdays while 

St. Jacobs Sparkles!

Visit us in store or online 
1402 King St. N. St. Jacobs

www.marketplace.fatsparrowgroup.com

NEW! We carry pre-packaged 

Come See us at our new location!

1217 Lobsinger Line Waterloo, Ontario
Hours: Monday – Sunday 6AM – 9PM

(519) 206-1616

OPEN AT 6 AM 
FOR BREAKFAST

OPEN AT 6 AM 
FOR BREAKFAST

Monday to Friday
10 am - 7 pm

Saturday
9 am - 6 pm

Sunday
11 am - 6 pm

www.stjacobsmarket.com

BlackFriday
SALES!

SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS

The original Home 
Hardware Limited 
store is located on 
King Street in 
St. Jacobs. Walter 
Hachborn, one of the 
founding members, 
lived his entire life in 
St. Jacobs.  
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get  
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

Opinion “Canada’s big banks and other financial insti-
tutions wouldn’t be able to operate without 
our money, and so they shouldn’t be allowed 
to keep details of their fossil fuel industry 
loans, investments and insurance secret from 
us or be allowed to make up their own volun-
tary disclosure and investment standards.” 
Duff Conacher, co-founder of Democracy Watch, on 
reports 3 of Canada’s Big 5 Banks are among the top 12 
banks worldwide financing the fossil-fuel industry.

November 20 is National Child Day in 
Canada, a special day dedicated to shining 
a light on the rights of children and youth, 
and listening to what they have to say about 
issues that matter to them. The day marks 
the date in 1989 that the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child came 
into effect and is celebrated around the 
globe as World Children’s Day.

Verbatim The Monitor

There are many forms of violence, including physi-
cal, sexual, emotional and financial abuse.

The term ‘family violence’ can cover a range of 
abuse – intimate partner violence, child abuse 

and neglect, elder abuse, violence based on so-called 
“honour” and forced marriage among them – and extend 
beyond the physical to sexual, emotional and financial abuse. 
Likewise, the problem is not contained by gender or age. 

Still, the term is most often associated with assaults on 
women and girls, particularly with spousal abuse.

 Even concerned, well-meaning people have misconceptions 
about family violence that aren’t helpful in efforts to eliminate 
the problem.

Questions such as “why does she stay?” and “why do women 
go back?,” even when asked in a nonjudgmental way, add to 
the impression that women – the targets of most domestic 
abuse – are somehow responsible for their predicament.

Statistics that show 50 per cent of women will be physically 
or sexually abused in their lifetimes pay no mind to geography 
– such assaults can and do occur in small communities such as 
those found in the townships.

The problem is more widespread than most people care 
to admit, one of the reasons Woolwich Community Services 
offers a family violence prevention program, which is front 
and center just now during Family Violence Prevention 
Month.

Education and public awareness are two important tools in 
attempting to reduce incidents. Often, victims are afraid to 
come forward. Vigilance by others can help identify problems.

Along with helping those in immediate need with support 
services, the WCS program focuses on prevention and educa-
tion – a staffer provides outreach programs to every area 
school, looking to teach kids that violence is not the answer to 
any problem.

Breaking the cycle of violence is the key to prevention. Chil-
dren raised in abusive homes are more likely to keep the cycle 
going when they grow up. Even those in abusive relationships 
– often women being physically or mentally abused by their 
spouses – find it hard to get out of their situations.

On average, a woman will leave eight times before making 
it permanent. Throughout the process, the WCS program 
provides support.

For those in abusive relationships, the program provides 
a range of immediate services, informing the women – the 
clients are predominantly female – that they have real options 
and acting as a liaison to social services: shelters, food banks, 
subsidized housing, welfare, employment counselling and the 
like.

Federal statistics paint a troubling picture. For instance, 
family violence accounted for approximately 25 per cent of all 
police-reported crime in Canada. Some 32 per cent of adults 
in Canada have reported having experienced some form of 
maltreatment as a child, including exposure to intimate part-
ner violence (34%), neglect (34%), physical abuse (20%) and 
sexual abuse (3%).

Family violence is a serious public health issue that can 
cause a range of short-term or long-term health problems, and 
can even result in death. The impacts of family violence can be 
physical, mental, cognitive and behavioural.

Family violence can also affect people’s social or economic 
situations. The experience of family violence can contribute 
to living in poverty, dropping out of school or having limited 
options for safe and affordable housing, for example. 

Research shows that the longer and more severe the abuse, 
the worse the health and social impacts are.

Such violence also comes with a price tag, though the 
economic impacts can be tough to gauge thoroughly. In 2012, 
however, the nationwide cost was estimated at $7.4 billion.

Given the costs, the adage about an ounce of prevention 
seems more than a little applicable.

Shining a brighter light 
on family violence issues

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Closing the two-week 
COP26 climate summit 

in Glasgow on Saturday, Alok 
Sharma, the British president 
of the 197-country confer-
ence, declared “We’ve kept 1.5 
(degrees Celsius) within reach, 
but its pulse is weak.”  But he 
was close to tears several times 
in his closing remarks.

That was not because the 
40,000-delegate meeting was 
a complete disaster. It wasn’t 
a complete success either, but 
these things never are. Sharma 
was upset because a last-min-
ute assault by the world’s coal, 
oil and gas superpowers – Saudi 
Arabia and Australia as the 
biggest exporters, China, India 
and Russia as huge produc-
ers and consumers – nearly 
brought the meeting to a halt.

After days and nights of 
almost non-stop negotiations, 
the great majority of the coun-
tries present got a commitment 
to phase out ‘coal power’ into 
the conference report for the 
first time. No timetable, but it’s 
a start.

What? You mean none of the 
other summits ever mentioned 
coal in their reports? Coal is the 
worst fossil fuel by far, in terms 
of the volume of carbon dioxide 
it puts into the atmosphere 
when it burns. Surely they must 
have mentioned it before.

COP26 wasn’t a totally  
futile effort, which is progress

ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

Nope. The fossil fuel powers 
always managed to keep it 
out of the final documents 
by threatening to sabotage 
a process that depends on 
consensus and unanimity. 
Ridiculous, of course. Your 
whole purpose is to stop 
global warming, but you’re not 
allowed to mention the princi-
pal cause?

That’s right, but it’s not as 
stupid as it seems. Everybody, 
including the Australians 
and the Indians, understands 
that fossil fuels are the major 
problem. They love their chil-
dren, and they don’t want to 
condemn them to a hopeless 
future.

However, they’re not ready 
to do anything about it yet 
because so much of the present 
prosperity of their countries 
depends on keeping those 
fuels going. They are fight-
ing a delaying action at every 
summit, and keeping the word 
‘coal’ out of the documents 
yet again was an important 
symbolic goal for them.

At the final plenary session, 
India’s climate minister, 
Bhupender Yadav, stood up and 

asked how developing coun-
tries could promise to phase out 
coal and fossil fuel subsidies 
when they “have still to deal 
with their development agen-
das and poverty eradication.”

The answer is that all the 
development agendas and 
poverty eradication will shrivel 
up and die if the warming stays 
on its current track – and Yadav 
probably knows that too. But he 
effectively threatened a veto, 
and managed to get the phrase 
“phase out coal” changed to 
“phase down coal.”

It wasn’t much of a victory, 
because the offending word 
‘coal’ is still in the Glasgow 
Climate Pact. It will be there 
at all future climate summits, 
and every year there will be 
attempts to strengthen the 
other words around it. Eventu-
ally they will succeed.

At this point you may want 
to join with Greta Thunberg in 
dismissing the whole process 
as “blah, blah, blah,” but you 
would be wrong. This is the 
only way millions-strong 
groups of people called coun-
tries, most of whose ancestors 
were hunter-gatherers only a 
few thousand years ago, can 
make decisions on subjects that 
matter to all of them.

Their representatives come 

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs

→DYER 8
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Editor's 
Point of View

Divided we fall in world defined by “us” and “them”

This manifests in 
forms as commonplace as 
endless selfies – narcis-
sism being normalized – to 
movements that look to 
stifle debate in the name 
of protecting snowflakes 
from becoming butthurt 
by world views that don’t 
match their own, in the 
parlance of such discus-
sions. At the extremes, our 
sense of self and efforts to 
craft our own reality lead 
to the villainization of 
others – the “them” in the 
equation. 

That kind of binary 
thinking is dangerous, 
but perhaps an inevita-
ble result of what began 
with the Boomers of the 
Me Generation – though 
an icon of 1960s, JFK’s 
message of “Ask not what 
your country can do 
for you ...” was already 

something of an anachro-
nism rolling into the next 
decade. 

The look-at-me aspect 
of social media is blamed 
largely on the millennial 
generation (those born 
roughly between 1980 and 
2000), but the technology 
has in many ways simply 
fuelled the indulgence 
that goes back to the Baby 
Boomers. 

That group wrote the 
book on self-indulgence, 
though it was more along 
the lines of cultural shifts. 
That was the offshoot of 
the 1960s and its move-
ments, including advances 
in civil rights, women’s 
liberation, the sexual 
revolution and anti-war 
protests. In the following 
decade came more focus 
on self-actualization and 
the self-help movement 
it spawned, leading to a 
departure from the previ-
ous generations’ loyalty 
to institutions such as the 
church and government. 

In the course of a couple 
of generations, we’ve 
undone centuries of 
efforts to create a society 
based on the common 
good. Much of the we’re-
all-in-this-together ideals 
that came out of the 
Great Depression and 
the Second World War, 
for instance, has been 
replaced by relentless 
individualism. 

Rapid urbanization 
whereby we no longer rely 
on family, friends and 
the broader community – 
indeed, we may not even 
know our neighbours – 
makes us forget just how 
interdependent we really 
are. A consumer-based 
society, pushed by market-
ing, focuses on individual 
pleasure. This comes at a 
cost to the collective ‘us,’ 
especially when discuss-
ing matters of financing 
the common good: taxes 
are seen as taking money 
away from ‘my’ enjoy-
ment. Increasingly, we’re 

encouraged to give rein 
to our natural tendency 
to look after number one. 
Couple that with an indi-
vidual’s capacity to seek 
immediate gratification, 
and long-term planning 
for our collective future 
becomes even more diffi-
cult.

Our self-absorption and 
distance from traditional 
forms of community – 
nationalism in the shared 
values sense – makes it 
easier for others to use 
nationalism in the ethnic 
or racial form as a way to 
gain power and influence. 
It’s what’s happening with 
the massively dysfunc-
tional U.S. system, but 
also the formula at play in 
Russia, China, Hungary 
and Poland, among other 
countries with authori-
tarian/neo-fascist move-
ments. 

The worst-of-humanity 
kind of nationalism gave 
us both the First World 
War and the second. It’s 

the kind that’s creeping 
into politics, as a certain 
base kind of populace is 
courted by those seeking 
to gain or hold onto power. 

Many of us are oblivious 
to such machinations, 
focused on our own lives 
and/or blinded by wilful 
partisanship/ignorance.  
We’re easily distracted 
by bread and circuses, 
especially those that feed 
into our own interests and 
biases. It’s all about short-
term gratification.

To alter our current 
path, we’ll need some 
longer-term, bigger-pic-
ture thinking – i.e. just 
the opposite of what the 
propaganda model feeds 
us today. Such thinking is 
not just for issues such as 
climate change, though 
we’re not prepared to 
tackle even that issue, 
despite the consequences. 
No, it’s all about living for 
today. But long-term plan-
ning is crucial for a host 
of issues that are clearly 
part of today’s political 
reality, encompassing all 
levels: long-term resource 
consumption, human 
migration, transportation 
demands, retirement and 
pensions and the like. Our 
failure to do so has led to 
rampant consumerism, 
environmental crises, 
unchecked immigration, 
urban sprawl, financial 
speculation and a host of 
other ills that plague our 
economic, political and 
social systems.

That we’ve been reduced 
to the short-term interests 
of the most affluent gives 
lie to the notion that our 
system of government – 
our democracy – is based 
on the consent of the 
governed. Government 
policies that run contrary 
to the public interest – an 
increasing proportion of 
its actions – surely are 
the opposite of what we’d 
consent to if we were 
paying attention.

Who is responsible 
Faced with a long list of bridge issues – close, demolish, repair, replace – councillors turn to outside “help.”

Our society certainly 
has an “us” and a 

“them.” Ever has it been 
so, but perhaps never as 
openly divisive as we’re 
seeing today, in large part 
due to technology that 
makes rifts more visible.

Just as nationalism and 
patriotism  have been 
debased beyond what 
those words meant in the 
war years we just marked 
with Remembrance Day, 
tribalism has become 
increasingly prevalent in 
our societal divisions. 

Where nationalism 
could once be seen as a 
collective “us,” it’s now 
more closely associated 
with the demonizing of 
“them,” such as in cases 
of ethnic groups – white 
nationalism being a prime 
example just now. 

Patriotism was long ago 
adopted by militaristic 
scoundrels, used by the 
worst kinds of authoritari-
ans to stifle dissent. 

Tribalism has become 
more complicated in a 
digital world where we 
can go beyond geographic 
boundaries to identify 
with groups from the 
ordinary – cat fanciers, 
for instance – to the worse 
kind of racism and bigotry. 

If as individuals we 
feel we have more in 
common with likeminded 
people and choose to 
silo ourselves with our 
preferred groups, that’s 
increasingly manageable 
in a depersonalized world. 
That becomes a problem 
when we start tuning out 
others who aren’t “us” in 
favour of maintaining our 
own version of reality.

That doesn’t require the 
extremes of, say, neo-Nazis 
to be a problem, however. 

Our focus on self – an 
issue that goes beyond 
traditional notions of 
individualism – has seen 
us become one more 
intent on self-esteem and 
self-image over a collec-
tivist sense of ourselves as 
part of a societal whole. →KANNON 10
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Answering the call of the squirrel

communication with an 
eastern grey squirrel. And 
like all open and honest 
lines of communication, 
this sometimes leads to 
gunfire.

To be clear, the call does 
not lure them in so much 
as it causes the squirrel in 
question to look up from 
whatever important thing 
it is doing to say, “That’s 
the worst imitation of a 
squirrel I have ever heard.”

By the second time you 
call, the squirrel you are 
calling is probably a little 
annoyed. More than likely 
it is thinking, “I can’t 
believe he really thinks 
that’s what a squirrel 
sounds like? That’s #@$%! 
insulting!”

When you call for the 
third time, they tend to 
drop everything and rush 
in with the intention of tell-

ing you to shut up because 
those noises are just plain 
irritating. Furthermore, 
they will threaten to put 
that squirrel call in a highly 
inappropriate place if you 
don’t.

The interesting thing is 
that this is the same reac-
tion you get from people 
who don’t hunt squirrels.

Despite all this, a squirrel 
call does come in handy 
when you are trying to 
locate squirrels, but only if 
you know how to use one 
correctly. And, frankly, 
that’s a lost art.

If you doubt this, just ask 
the question: “Are you any 
good with a squirrel call?” 

Preferably, not at the 
conclusion of a job inter-
view when the person 
interviewing you says “Are 
there are any questions 
you’d like to ask me?”No, 
you should probably pose 
the question in more infor-
mal environments, such 
as at a dinner party when 
there is a lull in the conver-

sation and everyone thinks 
they have said all there is to 
say. Also, it helps to weed 
out people on first dates.

Not to brag, but I happen 
to be one of those people 
whose major talent is 
being good with a squirrel 
call, which is why I never 
got many second dates, 
I suppose. I am a bit of a 
virtuoso in this respect. 
When I call squirrels they 
have no choice but to rush 
in and see who is making 
the racket. I don’t always 
use traditional calls either. 
One of my favourite subtle 
ways of luring them in 
is by tapping two acorns 
together repeatedly.

I’m guessing this is the 
equivalent of ringing the 
dinner bell for old bushy-
tail. Or perhaps they think 
that some other squirrel 
has just found their stash. 
Frankly, I’m not really sure 
why it works. 

Jenn has a theory, 
however. She says they 
must think I’m nuts.

Some folks think you 
should judge a person 

by their deeds rather 
than by their words. That 
probably works just fine, 
but I happen to think 
you would get a better 
read on a person if you 
simply judged them by the 
number of squirrel calls 
they own. If they own at 
least one, they are very 
likely the kind of person 
who thinks it’s highly 
important to know how to 
communicate with squir-
rels. Any less and they are 
probably normal.

If you need proof, let me 
just say I own three facto-
ry-made squirrel calls as 
well as a couple of home-
made versions that also do 
the job.

A lot of you are probably 
wondering why anyone 
would own a squirrel call. 
Well, the primary reason is 
for squirrel hunting. You 
see, a quality-made squir-
rel call allows you to create 
an open and honest line of 

An Elmira business took a 
gamble on profiting off of your 
bad breath selling lozenges in 
its war against halitosis. The 
business was called Breath 
Patrol.

The aftermath of an explosion 
at an Elmira chemical plant 
had hundreds of locals 
streaming towards a chemical 
fire while emergency shelter-
in-place sirens were wailing.

A new business in Maryhill 
with a focus on healthcare 
was called Fatso-long. They 
marketed a device that was 
Velcro-wrapped around the 
midsection claiming to reduce 
belly fat. 

 ↆ LAST WEEK: Another week with our online readers having trouble 
identifying the lie. Among those playing online it was almost even that 
people thought every item was the lie. TRUE: The Observer did give 
a presentation (packed conference centre) to Canadian publishers 
and was won "The Best Idea" in 2004. TRUE: There was a mailbox 
vandalism spree that spanned three weeks. Youths involved were 
subjected to restorative justice after being caught. FALSE: Local storm 
chasers deploying tracking orbs into a tornado plume was the plot line 
of the movie Twister. That didn't happen here in real life. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

The Holiday Season is almost here,
Don’t let sore feet dampen your cheer!
Kalsey Smith is happy to serve you for your 

Custom Foot Orthotic, Footwear,
and Compression Sock needs.

SOS Phy s iot he rapy  (Elmira)
3 Wyatt  St . E. , Suite  2
Elmira, ON N3B 2H4

Tel  (519)  669-1212

Woolwich  Phy s iot he rapy
8-25 Indust r ia l  Dr ive
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Tel  (519)  669-2578

www.k imbe r l y r au . c om

To ensure your safety, we continue to comply
with all current COVID-19 Guidlines.

together physically, and if 
the debate is intense and 
the meeting goes on long 
enough, their fixed posi-
tions tend to start bend-
ing towards compromise 
and consensus. That’s 
how their ancestors did 
it in the far distant past, 
and that’s how we still do 
it today.

So the great achieve-
ment at Glasgow was to 
agree that they will all 
meet again next year and 
keep worrying away at the 
problem and ‘ratcheting 
up’ the promises. There’s 
no formal agreement 
to meet again the year 
after that, but everybody 
expects that this will be an 

annual event in the future, 
no longer a five-yearly 
one.

What two weeks 
together arguing about 
climate issues did for the 
key delegates at Glasgow 
was to create a pres-
sure-cooker atmosphere 
in which hard positions 
softened and movement 
finally became possible. 
Doing it every year, with 
people more and more of 
whom you already know 
from last time, should 
make the process move 
faster.

It doesn’t mean that 
human beings will 
respond fast enough 
to avoid catastrophic 
warming. We have left 

it very late, the special 
interests will continue to 
wage a fighting retreat in 
defence of the status quo, 
and some ‘non-linear’ 
response to the warming 
climate may suddenly 
upset all our plans and 
expectations. We are in 
unknown waters now.

But COP26, while not 
yielding much in the way 
of enforceable commit-
ments to cut emissions, 
has actually turned out to 
be one of the more produc-
tive climate summits. 

Perhaps it’s the extreme 
weather of the past year or 
so that has put people into 
a more cooperative mood, 
but there is a smidgen of 
hope in the air.

for that? Certainly those 
who’ve benefited have 
fostered an unending 
propaganda campaign 
that’s been every bit as 
effective in sweeping aside 
citizenship as the corpo-
rate marketing has been in 
turning us into consumers. 
We’ve happily abdicated 
power and responsibility 
for the comforts of our 
lives, buying into whatever 
version of nationalism and 
tribalism are being served.

While Generation Selfie 
is busy taking pictures of 
its lunch, others are busy 
eating it.

DYER: Rise of extreme weather may prompt cooperation
→FROM 8

→FROM 9

KANNON: 
Society falls to 
self-absorption

*Expires  Nov 30/21

We want to send five couples back to live theatre on us!
Welcome back to Live Theatre!

⚠Contest Alert
Visit observerxtra.com, click on the picture of the Drayton 
Theatre on the front page and follow the instructions. 
*Winners are randomly selected through third party app.

Play at observerxtra.com

One new
poll every
week with
one new
lie. Can you
spot the lie?



AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

THE OBSERVER | Thursday, November 18, 2021 | 11 

Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

Business More than 1 in 3 Canadian companies have 
lost workers due to better benefits offered 
elsewhere, according to a new Harris Poll 
survey.Compared to 2020, 60% of compa-
nies noted increased difficulty in recruit-
ing and filling positions this year, with 24% 
saying employee turnover has also increased 
in 2021, with employees leaving for better 
pay and benefits at another company (37%).

Canadian companies are embracing new 
ways of working, with research from Robert 
Half showing 48% of senior managers give 
employees the ability to choose when they 
work; 31% don't mind if their direct reports 
put in fewer than 40 hours a week, as long 
as the job gets done.

The benefits of a job A shifting workweek

Moonlight
Madness!

It’s time for SOS is excited to help sponsor
MOONLIGHT MADNESS! 

Bundle up and come see us 
for an outdoor visit 

with hot beverages, cookies 
and our colouring contest! 

The prize is a $50 gift card
for Toy Soup!

Join us downtown Elmira on 
Thursday December 2nd 6pm-9pm
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Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

IT HAS BEEN A LONG 
20 months for vendors 
facing lockdowns, vacci-
nation policies, staffing 
shortages and a host of 
other hurdles that were 

anything but business 
as usual. The St. Jacobs 
Farmers’ Market knows 
that firsthand. 

It’s been a rough stretch 
for the market vendors, 
many of whom were 
unable to go on given 
reduced capacities and 

In the market for something new

→ MARKET 12

St. Jacobs Farmers' Market GM Joanna Loebach says she' 
excited to welcome locals this winter with new events and 
vendors. Justine Fraser

Farmers are taking 
significant measures 

to control the outcome of 
climate change legisla-
tion. 

For one, they’ve given 
the job to professionals. 
Farmers decide on their 
priorities, set their lobby-
ists in motion, then go 
back to farming and see 
what happens.

Usually, the process is 
slow to yield results. But 
last week, they claimed a 
victory.

Their Ottawa-based 
lobby group, Farmers for 

Climate Solutions, jubi-
lantly announced that the 
so-called “Guelph State-
ment,” released Novem-
ber 11 following the 
Guelph-based meeting 
of the federal, provincial 
and territorial ministers 
of agriculture, was just 
what they’d hoped for.

“Guess what?” said the 
group rhetorically in a 
news release, “priority 
#1 (for the ministers) 
is action on climate 
change!”

No wonder the group is 
happy. The statement is 

the public-facing offi-
cial document meant to 
declare priorities to guide 
the agriculture sector’s 
policy framework until 
2028.The ranking sticks.

And it does indeed 
speak to the fact that 
one of Canada’s top jobs 
related to agriculture is 
“tackling climate change 
and environmental 
protection to support → ROBERTS 12

various areas.” 
For that reason, it 

says, it advocates for a 
comprehensive approach 
to climate action:“We 
simply cannot tackle the 
larger issue of climate 
change without address-
ing its interconnected 
parts.”

Farmers have read the 
tea leaves on this issue. 
The global citizenry is 
making a clear statement 
about prioritizing climate 
change, culminating 
most lately in the streets 
of Glasgow, Scotland, 

Hit hard by the pandemic, St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market is looking to recover with additional events, vendors

Farmers: we’re a step ahead on climate change policy
where world leaders have 
been meeting to figure 
out how to take action on 
this issue.

Farmers for Climate 
Solutions are a step 
ahead. Heading into the 
Guelph meeting, the 
group said the framework 
for a climate-focused 
agri-food policy that 
meets the mounting chal-
lenge of climate change 
must have clear targets. 

It must be committed 
to reducing emissions 
by supporting farmers to 

greenhouse gas emis-
sion reductions and the 
long-term vitality of the 
sector, while positioning 
producers and processors 
to seize economic oppor-
tunities from evolving 
consumer demands.”

The lobby group goes 
on to note how climate 
is a part of other priori-
ties, too, which include 
research, market devel-
opment and public trust. 
And it rightly notes that 
climate change “is not 
an isolated crisis, and its 
impacts are felt across 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

other restrictions, says 
the operation’s general 
manager.

 “I would say we’ve 
had turnover of about 
25 per cent. Inside, 
we’ve got about 50 new 
vendors. The remaining 
ones would have been 

in our outdoor season, 
but our outdoor season 
is more or less wrapped 
up as of November 1 – we 
still have some but just 
not that many. We’ve 
definitely seen a high 
turnover in the build-
ings where vendors just 

couldn’t hold on with the 
reduced capacities that 
we were operating to keep 
the market safe. It was a 
tough go for a lot of our 
vendors,” said Joanna 
Loebach.

“It’s really the indoor 
vendors that have strug-

gled the most because 
of those capacity limits. 
Even during July and 
August, when we should 
be getting 15,000 people, 
they were still only seeing 
5,000 or 6,000 people 
into the building. That’s 
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GIFT CERTIFICATES,
IN TIME FOR 

CHRISTMAS

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Brent Wiancko B.A (Hons.);  M.A. (History), M.A. (Public History), J.D.

Michelle Barbosa-Macedo Licensed Paralegal

 We do gift certificates for 
estate planning services. 

Call us for details!

Do the special people in your life 
need wills and powers of attorney?

adopt climate-friendly 
practices.

As well, it must be 
grounded in resilience by 
adapting risk-manage-
ment programs to reward 
climate-friendly agricul-
ture. 

And finally, it needs 
funding dedicated to 
climate adaptation and 
mitigation

The Guelph Statement 
proves decision makers 
were listening. Now, 

not because there weren’t 
more people on the site, 
but just because we were 
limited by capacity.

The country’s largest 
farmers market is one 
of many in the region 
that wish to remain open 
over the holiday season. 
Loebach mentioned that 
the summer months tend 
to draw more tourists, 
whereas winter months 
draw in the locals for the 
farmers’ market. With that 
in mind, they’ve added 
their first night market.

“We haven’t been able 
to prioritize local vendors 
but by having kind of this 
higher turnover, not only 
does it bring more diver-
sity, but it allows us to get 
some of the local vendors 
and that’s actually one of 
the things that the night 
markets doing as well by 
offering a Friday night 
option, in addition to our 
Thursday and our Satur-
day,” she said.

 “The market property 

just looks so different at 
night – just being in the 
buildings, the lighting. 
There’s so much natural 
light that affects kind of 
the feel of a market visit 
that to be here at night, 
it’s really a whole new 
experience. We follow the 
rules that are set up for 
restaurants if we want to 
eat inside, so we will be 
doing the contact trac-
ing, proof of vaccination 
and the screening at the 
entrance to the prop-
erty. Then we work with 
public health to create 
a special event plan just 
for the Friday night,” said 
Loebach.

Some of the vendors 
added during the 
pandemic help to diver-
sify the market with 
gluten-free options and 
new foods to try, she 
added. 

“We have a great new 
Turkish street food 
vendor in peddler’s 
village, Queen Gozleme. 
We have a new gluten-

ROBERTS: Farmers have a vested interest in adhering 
to the ambitious changes set out in the Guelph Statement

MARKET: Friday night option among the changes 
as the operation looks to emerge from the pandemic

farmers need to work 
the Guelph Statement 
to their advantage with 
the public, decision 
makers, importers and 
whoever else needs to 
know climate change is a 
priority here. 

It’s an opportunity to 
capitalize on producers’ 
down-home image that, 
judging by the aw-shucks 
photo on Farmers for 
Climate Solutions’ 
landing page, this group 
doesn’t mind promoting.

“The Guelph Statement 
is a hopeful step in the 
right direction for the 
agriculture sector,” says 
the group. “It speaks to a 
lot of the priorities that 
(our group) has identi-
fied. If we are to achieve 
this bold and ambitious 
vision to 2028, we need to 
take a proactive approach 
to tackling the climate 
crisis. Farmer livelihoods 
and the resiliency of our 
food supply depends on 
this.”

free baker in the market 
building, Ginger Fox. We 
have Green Haven Farms, 
which brings traditional 
Amish fried pies and 
other breads. We have 
a live-edge furniture 
maker.”

A new trail spanning 
some four kilometres 
is to be created along 
Northfield Drive from 
Waterloo to the market 
in St. Jacobs. Cyclists, for 
instance, will be able to 
pickup groceries while 
avoiding traffic and the 
congested parking lot.

“I think parking is 
always a challenge here at 
peak times. I know that’s 
one of the many frustra-
tions for locals, so to have 
another option for locals 
to get here during those 
busy times is a real asset 
that we see. What’s better 
to come to the market 
then on your bike and 
being able to load up your 
basket with fresh fruit 
and then enjoy a scenic 
bike ride home.”

Vendors Rebecca Kennedy, owner of the Ginger Fox (top), Haydar and Halime Cengiz owners of 
Queen Gozleme (middle), and Kennedy with Loebach enjoy Thursday’s market. Justine Fraser

→FROM 11
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jobs.observerxtra.com

Post. Pay. Perform.
 Online employer portal to post 
and manage postings
 Expand your brand - add images 
and video to posts
 Accept applications
 Get in front of the locals, using 
print, online and pushed to socials
 Effective, affordable advertising

Book a print job listing:
519-669-5790 ext104
donna@woolwichobserver.com

Make your next hire a local one
using your local newspaper.
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Please continue to
follow local public
health guidelines

Attention Woolwich Businesses!

Shop local online or in-store & purchase gift cards directly
from local businesses or visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca

Dine-in or order take out from local restaurants

Be kind, show your appreciation & tip generously

Write positive reviews online! Post photos & tag businesses!

Win $100 Visa!

We want to promote your holiday specials! 
Submit your holiday deals to bit.ly/WoolwichPromo to be featured!

Deadline: Nov.29, 2021

Shop at a local business from
November 24th - December 24th, 2021

Upload photo of receipt online:
bit.ly/WoolwichContest

Post photo and use
#ShopLocalWoolwich for an extra ballot!

St. Jacobs Village Sparkles
(November 12 - 28)
stjacobsvillage.com/sparkles

Elmira BIAs Moonlight Madness
(December 2)
downtownelmira.ca

Weekly winners announced Fridays!

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

Elmira Core Area Urban Design Study
Virtual Community Information Session 

6:30pm November 29th
The Township is undertaking an urban design study of Elmira’s Core Area and 
has retained The Planning Partnership to assist them. The Study will help the 
Township plan for and respond to interest in redevelopment and revitalization. 
The Study will look at the entire Core Area, focusing on underused land. It 
will consider public spaces, new buildings with a mix of uses including retail 
on the ground floor and residential on upper stories, building design, streets 
and parking. There’s an opportunity to protect the historic character of Elmira 
to serve the residential community and to develop a unique destination to 
expand its role as a local economic driver for the Township.
As an early step in the process, The Planning Partnership is hosting a virtual 
meeting to present observations on the character of Elmira’s Core Area 
streets, parks, buildings and uses, thoughts on key design considerations 
and important components of healthy/vibrant urban centres. The meeting 
will include time for questions and comments on opportunities for change in 
Elmira’s Core Area.

Please register on Eventbrite to join the virtual meeting:
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/virtual-community-information-session-for-
elmiras-core-area-study-tickets-205799631237
November 29, 2021 from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
A meeting link will be sent the day 
before the meeting. The meeting 
will be recorded and posted to the 
Township’s website.

For more information,  
please contact:
Jeremy Vink
Manager of Planning, 
Development Services
Township of Woolwich
jvink@woolwich.ca
519-669-6038
1-877-969-0094 ext. 6038
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Brayden Hislop
Nathaniel Mott

Adam Grein

Brody  Leblanc

Chris Black

Jaxson Murray

Owen Duiker
Daniel Botelho

Daniel Fraleigh

Jayden Lammel

Matthew Lunghi

Kurtis Goodwin

Liam Eveleigh

#6#4 #7

#14

#25

#15

#26 #30

#17

#27

Complete Auto Repair Specialists

Brock Reinhart

#2

Lucas Carson

#18

 2080 Northfield Dr E, Elmira  |  519.669.1616

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr, Elmira  |  519.669.1591

21 Arthur St S, Elmira  |  519.669.1641

• Gas 
• Diesel
• Propane Cylinder      
   Exchange
• Touch-Free Car Wash

DUB-L-E

390 Arthur St S, Elmira  |  519.669.2015

3074 Sawmill Rd, St. Jacobs  |  519.664.3414

W.K. Dahms Mfg. Ltd.
Custom Steel Fabricating & Machine Building

3435 Township Rd 11A, Hawkesville | 519.699.4641 20 Oriole Pkwy E.  |  47 Industrial Dr.

25 Industrial Dr #8, Elmira  |  519.669.2578

49 Industrial Dr, Elmira  |  519.669.1631

9 Mill Street, Elmira  |  519.669.5161

30 Oriole Pkwy E., Elmira  |  519.669.4400

22 Second St, Elmira  |  519.669.1217

3074 Sawmill Rd, St. Jacobs  |  519.664.3414

W.K. Dahms Mfg. Ltd.
Custom Steel Fabricating & Machine Building

3044 Sawmill Rd, St.Jacobs |  519.664.3711

 315 Arthur St S, Elmira  |  519.669.1350

FishFarmSupply.ca     877-669-1096
AQUACULTURE POND SUPPLIES

@PetValuElmira
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Kevin Bloch

General Manager Scott McMillan

Director of Hockey 

Operations
Mark Erb

Head ScoutRob Waters

President
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Joe Amlinger–Assistant Coach

Brody  Leblanc

Fraser Allen & Evan Hall-Stick Boys

Chris Black

Luke Eurig

Rob Collins–Head Coach

Mason Eurig

Logan Crans

Aidan Yarde

Owen O’Donnell

Corey Prang–Assistant Coach

Issac Westlake

Jack O'Donnell

Daniel Botelho

Simon Belanco

AC

#19

SB

#8

#20

HC

#10

#21

#11

#22

AC

#12

#23

#31

#9

Complete Auto Repair Specialists

101 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira  |  519.669.2809 27 Arthur St S, Elmira  |  519.669.3658

63 Union St Unit 2, Elmira  |  519.669.2198

48 Arthur St S, Elmira  |  519.669.1611 22 Second St, Elmira  |  519.669.1217

1 - 104 Bonnie Crs, Elmira  |  519.669.2136

2633 Herrgott Rd, St. Clements  |  519.699.1118 24 Church St. W., Elmira | 519.669.164720 Oriole Pkwy E.  |  47 Industrial Dr.

www.leroysautocare.net | 519.669.1082

25 Industrial Dr #8, Elmira  |  519.669.2578

30 Oriole Pkwy E., Elmira  |  519.669.4400

 35 Oriole Pkwy E, Elmira  |  519.669.1588

www.pixelfinancial.ca  |  519.669.9996 www.pixelfinancial.ca  |  519.669.9996

FishFarmSupply.ca     877-669-1096
AQUACULTURE POND SUPPLIES

116 Bonnie Cres., Elmira
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Read a local best  
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

Arts The Kitchener Waterloo Community Foun-
dation (KWCF) will provide $247,000 from 
its Arts Grants Fund to support 16 small and 
mid-sized arts organizations and collectives 
in Waterloo Region, including Green Light 
Arts, K-W Musical Productions and Pat the 
Dog Theatre Creation.

Michel Tremblay and André Brassard have 
been  named the joint recipients of this 
year’s Herbert Whittaker Award. The bien-
nial award, from the Canadian Theatre 
Critics Association, honours individuals for 
outstanding long-term  contributions to the 
Canadian stage.

KWCF arts funding Critical acclaim

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

A BRIGHT SPLASH OF 
COLOUR was added to 
the St. Jacobs core last 
month thanks to a mural 
by Waterloo-based artist 
Stephanie Boutari. The 
side of a new boutique 
hotel is alive with bright 
pink, orange and yellow  
colours that spin up the 
adjoining staircase she 
painted to match. 

“When I design artwork 
that’s going on a building, 
I’m always thinking of it as 
a composition that’s part 
of the building. When it 
comes to murals, I never 
design it just on its own 
then apply it – I often work 
with the architectural 
features in some way, 
either I incorporate them 
or try to make them disap-
pear. Even this composi-
tion was playing off the 
lines in the store.”

She created the mural 
commissioned by Hotel 
52 over the course of two 
weeks, from the design 
concept to painting the top 
of the staircase. The mural 
has already proven to be a 
popular backdrop for the 
hotel’s wedding clientele.

“They wanted people to 
take photos in front of it 
who are new to St. Jacobs, 
just visiting or have stayed 
at this space before, 
because I guess this 
building has a long history. 
Or just people getting 
married here, so the idea is 
they take a photo in front 
of it and that’s part of their 

memory,” added Boutari. 
“For people to notice it 
and to have some kind of 
engagement with it,  take 
a picture and give me a 
shout-out, that gives me 
more eyes on my work and 
helps me make a living as 
an artist.”

Her latest work is 
reminiscent of other 
murals she’s been creat-
ing throughout Waterloo 
Region. She’s also the 
talent behind the ‘St. 
Jacobs’ block-lettered 
mural beside the pizza 
place. 

“I like this area – the 
people are so nice and 
sweet. I feel safe working 
here; some places I worked 
in the past I didn’t feel as 
secure. I was excited about 
the design and the colours, 
and the clients are so nice. 
I really enjoyed it. The 
stair was a unique chal-
lenge – I’ve never done a 
stair before,” said Boutari, 
noting the most labour-in-
tensive part was the under-
side of the staircase.

She has been profes-
sionally painting for the 
last four and a half years. 
Before that she was an 
architectural designer. Her 
architecture background 
seeps seamlessly into her 
paintings, as evidenced 
by the large shapes and 
flowing colours that scale 
up the side of buildings 
she works on. After getting 
a taste for painting she 
started getting more and 
more commissions. 

“I just really enjoyed it . 
I was also getting stressed 

There’s a pop of colour everywhere she goes

A bright new look on the side of Hotel 52 in St. Jacobs was painted by artist Stephanie Boutari.   Justine Fraser

Stephanie Boutari has been making a name for herself painting murals as she transitioned from architectural work

at my job and not enjoying 
it anymore, so that was 
happening at the same 
time I started getting a few 
more inquiries for murals 
and it kind of gave me 
more courage to give it a 
go,” she explained.

“Before doing this 
professionally, I was just 
always obsessed with 
art. I used to paint more 
traditionally on canvas 
with acrylics and it was 
more like a realism style, 

but then I kind of aban-
doned it when I went to 
study architecture. When 
I was in grad school, I was 
missing art; it had been 
many years and then I 
started being interested in 
murals. I liked the idea of 
street art or art on archi-
tecture. I found this was 
kind of the in-between 
that I was craving; I just 
wanted to work on a large 
scale, but I wanted to feel 
more creative than what 

architectural design was 
allowing me to.”

The segue from her 
architectural job was a 
natural progression.

“My first mural, I was 
an architecture student 
still and I just asked the 
owner of the building if I 
could paint his building 
and he agreed to pay for 
my materials – he saw it as 
a benefit. That wall no one 
ever looked at it before, 
so now it has this new 

identity. He hired me back 
to paint another one of his 
buildings.”

It quickly built up from 
there, gaining a higher 
profile as an artist. Boutari 
has been commissioned 
by several businesses in 
Waterloo Region as well as 
the downtown Kitchener 
BIA and the St. Jacobs 
BIA.  More of her work can 
be found on her website, 
www.stephanieboutari.
com.
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Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

Classifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

LAYER FARM WEST OF ARTHUR LOOKING FOR 
FULL-TIME YEAR ROUND INDIVIDUAL 

TO GATHER EGGS AND GENERAL BARN WORK. 

 

Day time hours, Monday - Friday with occasional 
weekends. Willing to train, starting wage $15-18 
depending on qualifications.

Day time hours, Saturday, Sunday and holidays.
Willing to train, starting wage $20-25 depending 
on qualifications

LAYER FARM SOUTH OF ELORA LOOKING FOR 
PART-TIME YEAR ROUND INDIVIDUAL 

TO GATHER EGGS AND GENERAL BARN WORK. 

Send resume to: corey.anneke@stickneyfarm.ca 
            or call: 519-830-1230

Help Wanted
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Our St. Jacobs Home Furniture Store currently 
has the following opportunity...

HOME FURNITURE 
SALES ASSOCIATE 

Part-Time (32 hours per week) 

Responsible for providing courteous and efficient customer 
service, while selling furniture, appliances, and accessories. Greet 
and assist customers with all aspects of their Home furnishing and 
appliance needs. Process customers’ transactions in P.O.S. system. 
Order merchandise from stock or direct from suppliers. Assist with 
inventory counting. Assist with merchandise displays, moving 
furniture and accessories, as well as tidying sales floor regularly; 
general housekeeping is required. Other duties as assigned.

Previous retail sales experience preferably in furniture, 
mattresses, and appliances. Good computer, mathematical 
and communications skills. Must get along well with others,  
be service oriented and able to multi-task. Must be willing to work 
weekends.

Hours *Must be available for any of the store hours.
Weekdays - 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturdays
Noon - 5 p.m. Sundays.

INTERESTED CANDIDATES, PLEASE VISIT HomeHardware.ca/
careers TO APPLY!

Laura Mannell, Talent Acquisition Specialist, Human Resources   
Phone: 519-664-4759, Email: Laura.Mannell@homehardware.ca

We thank all applicants for their interest; however, 
only qualified candidates will be contacted for 
interviews. We will accommodate the needs of 
qualified applicants under the Human Rights Code  
in all parts of the hiring process.

Help Wanted

Looking to fill positions for:

SITE SUPERINTENDENT
TRUCK DRIVER (Float/Roll Off)

HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
GENERAL LABOURER

Required:
- Professionalism with customers 

and coworkers
- Punctual and hard working
- Employ safe work practices

Year round work with competitive 
pay including benefits

Forward resume to 
dave@kieswetterdemo.com and

kirk@kieswetterdemo.com
or fax to 519.883.0170  

Kieswetter Demolition Inc.
235 Madison Ave S., Kitchener | 519.883.4125

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

Part & Full time available
Cafe & Catering business

 Food prep, Cleaning duties
Flexible shifts, Free Staff Lunch

519-500-1715  |  chef.bduff@gmail.com

Are you a people-person? Do you like making problems go away? If you 
can’t relax till the i’s are dotted and the t’s are crossed, then this just 
might be for you; because we need an O�ce Assistant to help keep this 
place organized and running tip-top!

Wagler Electric was established in 1993 and is located in the town of 
Milverton. We do electrical construction, maintenance, service & 
automation in the surrounding communities. 

Our priority is to honour God in all that we do and to treat others with 
dignity and respect. Our slogan is “Connections with Integrity”, and that 
begins with our employees.

We want to keep our valued customers totally satis�ed, so we need 
help with;
- Greeting customers promptly and enthusiastically on the phone and 

in-person
- Data entry and managing the books & records
- Time tracking, health & safety, clearance certi�cates, WSIB, etc.
- Keeping records meticulously organized so that information can easily 

be found
- Tying up the loose ends here in the o�ce

The O�ce Assistant will work in collaboration with our accounting and 
customer service team. Our o�ce hours are 7:30am – 5:00pm 
Monday-Friday.

So, if you’re an optimistic self-starter, an independent thinker & a 
creative problem-solver, then write an essay (300 words or less) about 
how your background and passion would bene�t Wagler Electric. 
Please email it to richard@wagler.ca

O�ce Assistant

• Proven leadership in high volume or warehouse 
environment

• Ability to create positive environment working 
with volunteers

• Provide supervision and leadership
• Ability to lift 50 lbs and possible 6 hours of 

intermittent standing
• Shift work includes evenings and Saturdays

Resumes accepted until November 24, 2021

RECEIVING COORDINATOR

MORE DETAILS AVAILABLE: 
https://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/serve/openings/
receiving-coordinator-4

Edenborough Ltd.
is currently seeking to fill a 

Customer Service/
Office Admin position.

Specific Duties Include but are not 
limited to:

• Customer Service: Customer suppo� by 
phone and/or email

• Product Sales Suppo�: Provide product 
sales suppo� to end customers and 
Sales Reps.

• Customer Order Management: Order 
tracking, discrepancy resolution and 
expediting

• Office Admin: Including but not limited 
to invoicing, filing

• Online Catalogue maintenance
• Overnight Travel: Out of town trade show 

twice annually

The Ideal Candidate will have:
• Strong customer service skills
• Impeccable telephone etique�e
• Professional and pleasant manner 

with excellent verbal and wri�en 
communication skills

• French/English bilingual an asset
• Proficient (intermediate level) 

Microso� Office skills including Outlook, 
Word, Power- Point, Excel, Publisher

• Ability to prioritize and organize 
workload

• Ability to work well in a team environment
• A�ention to detail, problem solving and 

interpersonal skills
• Confident, organized, self-motivated

Please email resume to
 gi�s@edenborough.com

Edenborough Ltd.
is currently seeking to fill a 
Shipper/Receiver position

This individual will be engaged in all aspects 
of shipping.

Primary Responsibilities;
• Receiving product
• Organizing shipments
• Picking orders
• Packing orders
• Shipping
• Trade Show organization, including 

a�ending show set up and tear down.

The Ideal Candidate will be:
• Able to li� 40lbs
• Reliable
• Accurate
• Organized
• Independent
• Demonstrates a�ention to detail 

Seasonal oveime is required.

Please email resume to
 gi�s@edenborough.com

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
MATURE, FEMALE 
C A R E G I V E R /
companion required 
for wheelchair bound/
independent female 
senior. Help required 
for transportation 
and accompanying 
to appointments 
and shopping. Some 
l ight housekeep-
ing. Approx. 8 hours 
a week. Must have 
own car, no agencies 
please. Please call 
519-772-0711 .

Work Wanted
RIDE ANYWHERE, 
MEDICAL APPOINT-
ments, local or out 
of town, Up Coun-
try. Text or Call Gary  
519-577-1750.

For Sale
60 INCH SNOW 
BLADE, HLA SERIES 
1000, 3PH, Hydraulic 
Swivel, 7 years old, 
excellent condition. 
$1,130. (HST included) 
519-664-2444

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

ROCKWELL/BEAVER 
WOOD LATHE. 3/4 HP 
motor, attachments 
and chisels. $150. 
519-664-3663.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Help Wanted, 
Word ads,  

rentals and  
auctions  

continue on 
page 18

IN PRINT. IN DEPTH. ONLINE.
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 159 ACRE FARM 
FOR SALE BY 

TENDER
for

The Estate of the Late Bertha Kieswetter  
3790 Weimar Line, 1 km east of Bamberg,  
5 minutes west of Waterloo, Offers taken  

via our unique tender process.  
 Initial offer deadline  

TUESDAY, DEC. 7TH 6:00 P.M. 
159 ACRES, more or less, of sandy and 
clay loam soil, approx. 40 acres workable, 
6 acres hardwood bush, approx. 30 acres 
pine & cedar trees, walking trails, wasteland 
and more.  An overflowing spring and spring 
creek cross the farm.  
BARN – Older bank barn in poor condition 
located in the mixed bush area. The area 
surrounding the barn has lots of potential.  
HOUSE – Consisting of a 7 room, frame 
(vinyl sided) house built in 1995, attached 
single car garage, asphalt roof, large 
kitchen with oak cabinetry, sitting room, 
bathroom, washroom, 3 bedrooms, laundry 
room. Approx. 1750 sq. ft. The basement is 
unfinished. Heat - forced air oil furnace. 
Upgraded water softener system. Drilled 
well.  Septic system.  A huge, scenic country 
property providing loads of privacy, acres & 
acres to adventure on. A rare opportunity to 
purchase such an interesting property with 
so much potential!  
2021 TAXES - $5,273.46.  
VIEW BY APPOINTMENT, call Greg 
Gerber at 519-699-4451. 
FOR INFO on the tender process & an 
information package, call Greg Gerber. 
INITIAL OFFERS ACCEPTED UNTIL 
Tuesday, Dec. 7th @ 6:00 p.m. 
ALSO SEE www.gerberauctions.net 

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
Auction

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

$650,000$650,000

ELMIRA -  Lovingly cared for and modern home with many 
recent updates in family-friendly Elmira! Walk into this bright 
and airy home featuring natural light from large main floor 
windows and a fresh white kitchen that flows into the dining 
room and living room. The upstairs has a spacious master 
bedroom including walk-in closet, 2 more bedrooms, a 4 piece 
bathroom, and a bonus landing perfect for an office.  Patio 
doors off the dining room lead to a concrete patio in your fully 
fenced back yard, where you can relax and let the kids and/or 
pets play. Basement professionally finished in 2018 with a rec 
room and 2-piece bathroom. RECENT UPDATES: Most Windows 
(2021), Furnace (2021), A/C Unit (2021), Main Floor Flooring 
plus upstairs hallway (2021), Newer Kitchen Appliances, 
Concrete Driveway and Backyard Patio (2020), Fully Finished 
Basement (2018), Freshly Painted throughout, Roof Shingles 
(2018), Shed (2020)!!! What’s left but to move in and enjoy! 

SOLD
St Jacobs Home Lofts offers upscale 

mature living apartment rentals with a 
range of amenity rooms inclusive. 

Immediate availability of a Two Bedroom unit 
within our highly sought after building. $2300 
per month plus utilities. Located in the village 
of St Jacobs, Ontario. Credit check required. 
Please contact us at (519)664-1919 ext. #1 

or by email at admin@kad1919.com. 

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

NEW LISTING

Ideal empty nester bungalow with 
main flr family rm/den with sliding 
doors to a composite deck & private 
rear yard. Master bdrm with double 
closets. 2nd bdrm on the main flr. Re-
cently updated bathroom with large 
shower stall. Updated kitchen with 
maple cabinets, island & granite count-
er tops. Finished basement with huge 
rec room, 3rd bdrm, 3 pc bath, laundry 
& workshop. Well maintained & many 
updates. New MLS $699,000.00

40 Bluejay Rd., Elmira

Custom built in 1999 for the owner. 
A rare find – backing to woodland! 
1595 sq. ft. w/2 bdrms on the main 
floor. Ensuite privilege. Great room 
w/gas F.P. & walkout to a cedar deck. 
Open concept great rm/dining area 
& oak kitchen. Main flr laundry & 2 
pc w/separate staircase to a finished 
bsmt. Huge rec/games rm, 3rd bdrm, 
4 pc. & workshop. Lots like this are 
seldom found.

7 Burlwood Dr., Elmira

2865 Herrgott Rd., St. Clements

SOLD

SOLD

 ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

Rental

Wanted
LOOKING TO BUY 
OLDER WATCHES, 
black & white photo-
graphs ,  v in tage 
jewelry, postcards, 
coins, books. Call 
Steven 519-831-3011.

Rentals
ELMIRA - LARGE, ONE 
BEDROOM, NEWLY 
renovated. Very quiet 
building. Looking 
for single, mature 
or retired individual. 
Available on or before 
Jan/22. $1000/mth 
plus utilities. Contact 
519-669-2212.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or 
email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

Lost & Found
FOUND GARBAGE 
BAG OF BEDDING IN 
front of 1540 Floradale 
Rd. Call 519-669-5105 
to pick up.

Coming 
Events

KARATE! IN-PERSON & 
VIRTUAL CLASSES AVAIL-
ABLE SCHWEITZER'S 
MARTIAL ARTS. Self-de-
fense, Self-discipline, 
S e l f- c o n f i d e n c e . 
GROUP CLASSES FOR 
AGES 4 TO ADULT. 
Taught by Renshi 
Becky Schweitzer, 
4th Degree Black 
Belt and 5X World 
Karate Champion. 
Location Heidelberg 
Community Centre 
- 2915 Lobsinger 
Line, Heidelberg. 
Our Winter 10 week 
session $120+HST 
Begins Nov. 22. Call  
5 1 9 - 5 8 0 - 1 4 1 8 
or e-mail becky_
schweitzer@hotmail.
com

Continued 
from page 17

SHOP
LOCAL.
SAVE
LOCAL  
Support the local 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper.

jobs.observerxtra.com

Local job recruiting
just received a
serious upgrade.

#JOBLOCAL

 Employer portal to post, edit and pay for listings • Submissions by link or email • Featured listings • More

Post a Job, Find a Job online today!

The forces of Local Print + Digital + Social = your next hire.

100% LOCAL



C L A S S I F I E D S  |  19   Thursday, November 18, 2021 | THE OBSERVER

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

LEAF DISPOSAL
Please do not rake your leaves onto the road. This practice has been prohibited by bylaw in the Township of 
Woolwich since 1994. There is a fine of $125 for depositing any debris or refuse, which includes leaves, on 
Township Roads. These piles of leaves are a safety hazard as they encourage children to play on the road. They 
can also result in flooding issues when the leaves block storm drains.

LEAF DISPOSAL ALTERNATIVES
NATURAL CHOICES
Mulching and composting are the most economical and environmentally beneficial ways to deal with your leaves.

• Instead of disposing of your leaves, save them, mulch them with your lawnmower and gradually add them 
to your home composter.  They will break down into a useful organic material that can be added to flower 
and vegetable gardens.

• Rather than raking your leaves, why not mulch them on your lawn or into your garden?  When the leaves 
are dry, mow your lawn more frequently.  The mulched leaves will soon disappear into your lawn or 
garden as fertilizer.

CURBSIDE LEAF COLLECTION PROGRAM
Bagged Leaf Collection

• Bag leaves using only paper yard waste bags or returnable containers marked with a Region of Waterloo 
Yard Waste sticker.

• Place out with yard waste materials on yard waste collection days separately from your garbage containers.
• For more information call the Region of Waterloo at 519-575-4400.

Tip: Mulching your leaves with a lawn mower or other mulching device prior to bagging can reduce leaf 
volumes.  (10 bags of loose leaves = 1 bag of mulched leaves

If you have too many leaves for your composter to handle, you may bring your leaves to the Regional Landfill 
Site located at: Gate 2, 925 Erb Street West, Waterloo
Fees apply, check the website for dates and hours of operation, and new COVID protocol
https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/living-here/yard-waste.aspx

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Office – Open for select services 
The Township office is open to walk-in public traffic, with staff working a mix of in office and from home. It 
is recommended that you use our services offered online or phone to book an appointment before visiting the 
office to ensure we are available to assist you.  The following services can be accessed through our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, Trees, Winter 

Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit

For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. For 
health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
As per Ontario Regulation 645/21, beginning September 22, 2021, all individuals who are entering indoor 
municipal recreation facilities will be required to provide proof of vaccination along with ID. 

Exemptions include:
• Individuals under 18 years old who are entering the facility to participate in 
• Children under 12 years old
• Individuals with a medical exemption.  

Visitors to our facilities must continue to Covid pre-screen prior to entering. QR codes will be provided at 
the door. Please display the green checkmark upon entry. We ask for your patience & understanding as our 
Recreation staff work to implement these new procedures to keep our patrons, volunteers & staff safe.

For more information on Recreation Programs and Facilities, please check the Township website or call 
519-514-7000.

Local Business Resources  
FREE masks: order your free supply of masks online at: 
https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-Mask-Request.

FREE COVID-19 screening kits: Visit www.chambercheck.ca to learn more and to 
schedule your pick-up. 
COVID-19 Small Business Ambassador Program: Free program for small and medium 
sized businesses in the Region to minimize COVID-19 risks and boost staff and customer 
confidence. Get a window decal to show you completed the program. 

Sign up at www.regionofwaterloo.ca/ambassador 
Businesses grants: https://reliefwithinreach.ca/waterloo-region/ 

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich intends to discuss by-laws to amend fees or 
charges for building, planning, fire, and general services on November 23, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers situated at 24 Church Street West in Elmira, remotely via Zoom, and livestreamed to the Township 
of Woolwich YouTube Channel.

For more information about government programs and other business supports call Jenna Morris at  
519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Public Health Information
Getting fully vaccinated protects you against hospitalization and serious outcomes caused by COVID-19.  Every 
single person who gets vaccinated helps to build up our wall of protection against COVID-19 in Waterloo Region.  
Get vaccinated today: www.regionofwaterloo.ca/GetVaccinated 

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions 

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.
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WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS 

 ■ PeeWee U13 LL1
Nov/13/2021 vs 
Centre Wellington 
LL1
HOME: 7 VISITOR: 6
GOALS: James Foye 
Gondos (2), Edwin 
Martin (2), Bryden 
Schaefer, Aiden 
Basler, Cooper 
Jones
ASSISTS: Austin 
Thompson, Brylee 
Patterson (3), 
Cooper Jones (3), 
Edwin Martin
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Nov/13/2021 vs 
Woolwich Wildcats
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 0
Shutouts: Cohen 
Patterson
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Nov/14/2021 vs 
Centre Wellington
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Reese Martin 
& Colton Sinclair
ASSISTS: Emmett 
Colwill, Matthew 
Kochut, Evan Hall & 
Cameron Fisher
Shutouts: Cohen 
Patterson
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Nov/12/2021 vs 

Centre Wellington 
Fusion
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Patrick 
Goetz, Nolan 
Cruickshank, Zach 
Wiseman, Zach 
Carter
ASSISTS: Grant 
Rintoul, Oliver 
Horn(2), Ben Hacock
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Nov/12/2021 vs 
Orangeville Flyers
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Patrick 
Goetz(2)
ASSISTS: Nolan 
Cruickshank, Zach 
Wiseman
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Nov/13/2021 vs 
Milton Winterhawks 
Blue
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Zach 
Wiseman, Jordan 
Martin
ASSISTS: Drew 
Snyder, Josh 
Wraight
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Nov/13/2021 vs 
Milton Winterhawks 
White
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Thomas 
McCarthy (2), 

Patrick Goetz, 
Jordan Martin
ASSISTS: Grant 
Rintoul, Oliver Horn, 
Zach Wiseman, 
Drew Snyder
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Nov/14/2021 vs 
Milton Winterhawks 
White
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Grant 
Rintoul, Oliver Horn
ASSISTS: Patrick 
Goetz(2), Levi 
Adams,
 ■ Midget LL#1

Nov/12/2021 vs 
Centre Wellington 
LL1
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 9
GOALS: Preston 
Hackert (2), Liam 
Hunter, Owen 
Padfield, Lucas 
Radler
ASSISTS: Sam 
Goebel, Hudson 
Haycock, Myles 
Hunter, Owen 
Padfield, Preston 
Hackert
WOOLWICH WILD 
 ■ Atom LL#1

Nov/14/2021 
vs Cambridge 
Roadrunners Grey
HOME: 13 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Grace Jones, 
Lexi Gaudet (7), 
Charlie Wilson (4), 
Brooke Wilson
ASSISTS: Lexi 
Gaudet, Brooke 
Wilson (3), Charlie 
Wilson (2), Isla Dunn 
(2), Grace Jones (5), 
Hannah Kellough (2)
 ■ Atom LL#2

Nov/13/2021 vs Twin 
Centre Hericanes
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Callie 
Wagner (3), Kirsten 
Dueck, Meryl 
Doherty, Alice Rae
ASSISTS: Kirsten 
Dueck, Willa Nelson, 
Meryl Doherty, 
Callie Wagner
 ■ PeeWee U-13 B

Nov/13/2021 vs 
Kitchener Lady 
Rangers
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Katelyn 
Snider, Emmerson 
Smith
ASSISTS: Ellie 
Clemmer
 ■ PeeWee U-13 B

Nov/14/2021 vs 
Walkerton Capitals
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Katelyn 
Snider

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

Funeral, Burial and  
Cremation Service Act, 2002

Notice of Decision
Take notice that on November 9, 2021, the Council of 
the Township of Wellesley approved the establishment 
of a new .0936 hectare (10,365 sq. ft.) cemetery to be 
located at 7191 Road 116, legally known as Section West 
Concession 8 Part Lot 1, in the Township of Wellesley, 
Region of Waterloo.

And take further notice that the applicant, Registrar, or 
any person with an interest therein may, within 15 days 
after publication of this notice, refer the decision to the 
Local Planning Appeals Tribunal for a hearing.

Further information may be obtained from the Clerk of 
the Township of Wellesley.

Dated this 17th day of November, 2021

Grace Kosch, Municipal Clerk
519.699.3946

HIRING NOW: 
BOOKKEEPING OFFICE RECEPTIONIST
This full-time, permanent, customer-facing role averages 40-55 hours per week, with 

 
 

Fo

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Minimum
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

DUTIES:
• Manage
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

-

Join  
cover letter to: applicant@taylorgerber.ca

The Twin Centre U11 rep team went undefeated to win the Twin Centre Rep Classic Tournament 
Championship. Back row: Hunter Bester, Noah Munro, William Carter, Joshua MacGibbon, Bennett 
Kelterborn, Liam Harman, Kian Mitani, Ethyn Johnstone, Logan Handfield. Front row: Brayden Gerber, 
Craig Sindall, Liam Mavin, Andrew Brenner, Nolan MacIntyre.  Submitted

The Woolwich Wildcats U13AE team took the second-place trophy after finishing first in the round-rob-
in series at the Milton Winterhawks Invitational Showdown 2021. Submitted

Help Wanted
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In Loving Memory of 
Karen Pond

May the Winds of Heaven
blow softly

and whisper in your ear
How much we love and

miss you
And wish that you were here

Lovingly remembered 

Nov.10 /1946    Nov.19 /2020

Mom, sister Linda (Randy) Tamara, 
(Dan)Tracy and great nieces.

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

In Memoriam

Winfield, Reginald ‘Reg’
Peacefully passed away after a long 
battle with cancer on Thursday, 
November 11, 2021 at Freeport Health 
Centre at the age of 59. Beloved son 
of the late George and Marlene 
(Weber) Winfield. Loving brother 
of Rick and Julie Winfield of West 
Montrose and Deb and John Benham 
of Damascus. Also remembered by 
his nephews Jacob, Zack and Parker 
and by his aunts, uncles and cousins. 
The family would like to express a 
special heartfelt thank-you to Reg’s 
co-workers and employer of 32 
years at Latem Industries. A family 
graveside service will be held at St. 
James Lutheran Cemetery, Elmira. In 
Reg’s memory donations to the Grand 
River Regional Cancer Centre can be 
made through the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Karen Ann Pond

You are forever in our hearts 
And ever present in our memories

In Loving Memory of a  
Dear Wife, Mother, Grandmother, 

Daughter, Sister, and Friend…

November 19, 2020

Leader, Jim
Passed away peacefully on Friday, 
November 12, 2021 after a battle with 
prostate cancer at the age of 72. Beloved 
husband of Cathy (Cathrea) Leader 
for 42 years. Dear father of Andrew 
and Adrian. Loving grandfather of 
Carriann and Landreanna. Brother 
of Mary-ann and Oliver Gregory, 
Glen and Norma Leader. Jim will be 
missed by his nieces and nephews, 
and one great-niece Peyton. Jim 
worked at Uniroyal Laxess for 41 years. 
He was a very strong, determined, 
hardworking, and a very supportive 
father and grandfather. He loved 
cycling, reading, and music. Jim will 
be greatly missed. At Jim’s request, 
cremation has taken place. There 
will be no funeral home visitation or 
funeral service. A celebration of life 
will be held at a later date. In Jim’s 
memory, donations to the Grand 
River Regional Cancer Centre would 
be appreciated as expressions of 
sympathy, and can be made through 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

In Memoriam

Bearinger, Salome (Kraemer)
Passed away at Groves Memorial 
Community Hospital on Sunday, 
November 14, 2021 at the age of 
88 years. Wife of the late Cleason 
Bearinger (2014). Dear mother of 
David (Vera) Bearinger, Irene (John) 
Gingrich, Elmer (Elaine) Bearinger, 
Elsie (James) Martin, Edgar (Marlene) 
Bearinger, and Vernon (Colleen) 
Bearinger. Lovingly remembered 
by 33 grandchildren and 87 great-
grandchildren. Sister of Edna Martin 
(the late Noah E.), sister-in-law of 
Agnes Kraemer (the late Ivan), Eva 
Bearinger (the late Abner), Annie 
Bowman (the late Emanuel), and 
Edna Martin (the late Orlan). She was 
predeceased by her son, Lester; three 
grandchildren: Fern Bearinger, Stuart 
Martin and Beverly Bearinger; her 
parents Daniel and Leavea (Martin) 
Kraemer; her brother Ivan, and 
brothers and sisters-in-law Noah and 
Lucinda Bauman, Abner Bearinger, 
Emanuel Bowman, and Orlan Martin. 
Visitation will be held on Friday, 
November 19, 2021 from 12 – 4 and  
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. at the Bearinger home, 
1158 Wittick Road, RR 1, Elmira. A 
family service will take place at 9 a.m. 
on Saturday, November 20, 2021 at the 
home, followed by burial and further 
service at Elmira Mennonite Meeting 
House. Masks are required for viewing 
and funeral service.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Obituary

Obituary

happened. And fortunately, there was this 
hotel in Guelph that had been used as a 
shelter before which was ready to take us, 
so we’ve been there ever since thinking 
we’d only be there for a few months.”

The goal, he said, was to find a place 
back in Waterloo Region. They looked at 
a variety of locations, but nothing that 
worked due to zoning issues, neighbour-
hood concerns or the like.

“We did find a good location and are in 
the process of purchasing that, but that 
takes some time. We need to get some 
funding and so we weren’t able to finalize 
the purchase of the location in time before 
the lease ran out in Guelph. So that’s why 
there’s a temporary layoff. There is still a 
plan –  this isn’t permanent.”

They are expecting to reopen the shelter 
at their new location early next year. The 
original 12-bedroom house on Charles 
Street in Kitchener is not large enough 
for the number of shelter occupants they 
currently serve.

“We know we do not have the appro-
priate capacity, especially pre-pandemic. 
It was growing and growing, but we just 
didn’t have capacity and every winter we’d 
open up overflow spaces temporarily for a 
few months.”

Along with a growing number of 
homeless people, Neufeld said he’s 
seen an increase in the level of health 
concerns among that vulnerable popu-
lation. Through House of Friendship’s 
ShelterCare program, they’ve been able to 
address some of the mental and physical 
health concerns that contribute to why 
someone may have become homeless, 
including the likes of addictions, trauma, 
mental health issues and poverty.

“We’ve had a vision for years to integrate 
health care right into shelter, to address 
those underlying issues. And once we did 
that at the Radisson, lo and behold, six 
months later we did some research and we 
found overdoses dropped in half, our use 
of police and ambulance dropped signifi-
cantly. People were getting housed and 
staying housed because we weren’t just 
shuffling them out of shelter into any kind 
of housing. They had their physical needs 
looked at. They had their mental health 
and addictions looked at, some ability 
to start addressing some of those things. 
And so that’s what we’re working towards. 
We don’t want to use old solutions to new 
problems. The problem is significantly 
different,” said Neufeld. 

“I’ve been at House Friendship for 12 
years. In my first five to six years, I don’t 
know if I ever recall hearing about an 
overdose; these days, that is happening so 
frequently. Our staff are essentially first 
responders – we’ve been in a crisis for a 
while, but I think it’s now bubbling to the 

top and this is the exact time when we 
need to do things differently.”

A growing homelessness problem in 
the region suggests such issues may be a 
problem beyond the House of Friendship’s 
operation.

The recent survey found that of the 
1,085 people experiencing homeless-
ness, 412 were living in encampments or 
staying in their vehicle, 335 people were 
experiencing hidden homelessness, 191 
were in emergency shelters, 84 were in 
transitional housing and 63 were in insti-
tutions such as hospitals and women’s 
crisis services. Of respondents, 10 per cent 
were 25-years or younger, 56 per cent were 
between ages 26 to 45 and 34 per cent were 
46 or older. Some 17 per cent of respon-
dents were First Nation or indigenous. 

“We all share our community’s concerns 
about the growing need to better support 
those experiencing homelessness and 
provide them with a permanent place 
to call home. While this is a complex 
challenge shared by many community 
partners and levels of government, more 
accurate data will help us better support 
those experiencing homelessness and 
contribute to ending chronic homeless-
ness in Waterloo Region,” said region 
Chair Karen Redman in a release accom-
panying the PiT count. 

“It’s no mystery that who we look 
after are the unwell and the unwanted. 
There’s a fear of who we serve, and there’s 
concerns about having them near any 
neighbourhood, but it can be done. We 
had a great relationship with a neighbour-
hood when we were at the Inn of Waterloo, 
and we met with them, addressed any 
concerns and got really good support from 
the neighbourhood,” said Neufeld about 
concerns residents may have about living 
near a homeless shelter. 

“We got to keep advocating as a commu-
nity for more affordable and supportive 
housing. It’s a really challenging time for 
all the shelters, not just ours.”

Neufeld noted it’s been difficult for the 
current shelter residents as they have 
had to continuously move during the 
pandemic, creating more uncertainty in 
their lives. 

“This is another change. This is another 
instability. It’s heartbreaking for them. 
They’ve moved three times in 12 months. 
We need to stop providing temporary solu-
tions. We need to have some permanency 
because they’ve already had enough 
trauma in their life. This is another level of 
instability – it’s going to be very challeng-
ing.”

House of Friendship alongside the 
Region of Waterloo and the emergency 
shelter system will look to create short-
term capacity and secure spaces for 
current residents as the shelter closes.

HOMELESSNESS: House of Friendship looking for 
stability even as demand for its services grows

→FROM 28

Real news. Real reporting. 
Stories you won't find anywhere else.

Trusted local news 
for twenty-five years.
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living Here Nutrition for Learning Week, Dec. 6-10, 
puts the spotlight on food security in 
the region. The organization points out 
that food is an integral part of school 
life, whether it is served in cafeterias, 
by groups like Nutrition for Learning or 
offered as part of breakfast programs. 
www.nutritionforlearning.ca

Grand River Hospital recently launched a 
remote monitoring platform to support 
patients that are having hip or knee replace-
ments. SeamlessMD is part of Ontario 
Health’s Remote Patient Monitoring initia-
tive to expand access to care from home 
and minimize in-person surgery visits in 
response to the pandemic. To date, more 
than 250 patients have enrolled.

Food linked to learning Going remote at GRH

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

We May Not Offer The Cheapest Tire Prices Around. 
However, by including an alignment and visual vehicle inspection  

with every set of tires; we believe that we are offering you  
greater value long term. It is unfortunate when new tires are  

installed and wear prematurely because the vehicle's alignment is out.  
When having your tires installed it is also so important to make  

sure there are no unsafe suspension and steering parts. 
 At every appointment we will always make you aware of any concerns we see.

Contact us today for a tire quote or with any questions you have! 
We are always happy to chat. 519-669-1082 | info@leroysautocare.net

 ▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

November is Family 
Violence Prevention 

Month.
Family violence can 

loosely be defined as the 
presence of physical, 
verbal, emotional or sexual 
abuse within a family unit, 
typically motivated by 
power and control.

It degrades and erodes 
the fabric of our commu-
nity. 

Family violence does not 
occur in a bubble or affect 
just one person. Its ripple 
effect encircles children, 
extended families, friends, 
neighbours, and even 
workplaces. 

There are layers of 
impact and long-term 
consequences – particu-
larly, a profound impact on 
mental health.

Adults suffer increased 
rates of post traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD), 
depression, anxiety, 
self-harm behaviour, and 
substance use. 

Children show increased 
rates of meeting diagnostic 
criteria for attention defi-
cit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD) and oppositional 
defiance disorder (ODD). It 
can impact their ability to 
have healthy relationships 
in the future. They may 
normalize violence in rela-
tionships and not under-
stand healthy boundaries 
in relationships. Early 
childhood trauma impacts 
emotional brain develop-
ment.

There’s so much isola-
tion in the context of 
family violence – indi-
viduals are cut off from 
family, friends, allies, and 
they often do not have 
resources they need to 

The mental  
health impacts of  

family violence

access support. Add the 
COVID-19 pandemic to the 
mix, and this isolation is 
magnified.

The pandemic has 
left people stuck in their 
homes, many times with 
the person who is harming 
them. Social distancing 
has led to more isolation 
between victims and their 
supports. Many supportive 
programs are less acces-
sible due to pandemic 
policies. With fewer 
connections in daily lives, 
there are less people who 
can see the warning signs. 
There is a higher risk of 
violence going undetected 
behind closed doors.

Individuals who have 
been controlled and 
treated like they do not 
matter, may start to inter-
nalize this, and often don’t 
see a way out.

A common question is 
why does the victim not 
leave the relationship? 
The answer is varied and 
complex. They may believe 
the abuser will change. 
Very rarely are relation-
ships all “bad” and often-
times, a period of abuse is 
followed by apologies and 
a honeymoon period. The 
victim is often made to feel 
that the abuse is their fault 
and that they deserve it. 
They might be financially 
dependent on the abuser, 
they may be afraid to split 
up their family and/or 
lose their children, of how 
others may react and of the 
abuser’s reaction. In fact, 

Fred Ball with some items from his newly found bottle collection dug up in Elmira. Justine Fraser

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

FRED BALL HAS BEEN 
USING his metal detector 
to find treasure or old 
artifacts for more than 30 
years, unearthing some 
interesting finds from 
time to time. A recent case 
in point is a trove of glass 
bottles, mainly from the 
1920s and ’30s, some a 
little older.

“To find this many older 
bottles at one spot, it was 
a good find. I couldn’t 
wait to go over there every 
night to do a little digging 
for an hour and a half to 
two hours and find some 
goodies,” he said of his 
most recent discovery.

After three weeks of 
collecting, Ball has been 
able to find a large quan-

tity of old bottles that help 
to tell a bit of the region’s 
history. The oldest bottle 
he has found so far is from 
1885, which he figures 
used to be a whiskey bottle 
from its design and green 
colour. He found items 
amongst the excavated 
materials from the recon-
struction of Union Street 
in Elmira.

“There was a few bottles 
laying on the road. I talked 
to one of the construction 
workers and he told me 
when he dug up the road 
there it was an old landfill 
site from the ’20s and ’30s. 
I checked the dirt and 
found a few bottles,” said 
Ball. “Lots of them from 
1905 and 1910.”

The recent haul of 
collectibles is one of Ball’s 
larger old-bottle finds. He 

notes he has found similar 
bottles from those years, 
but never more than two 
or three at a time.

“There are people that 
will appreciate this. These 
are bottles from their 
parents and relations that 
lived here.”

Among his finds was 
a bottle labelled “Berlin, 
Ontario,” with Ball admit-
ting it took him a second 
to note the significance.

“I didn’t know. I’ve been 
here in Elmira for about 
26 years, but it said Berlin, 
Ontario – I went into the 
house and it hit me like 
a ton of bricks: ‘Oh, that 
used to be Kitchener,’ 
so that got me,” he said, 
noting the realization left 
him ecstatic.

Kitchener was called 
Berlin from its founding 

in 1833 up until 1916. 
During the First World 
War, referendum was held 
to change the name after 
a rise in anti-German 
sentiment. The city was 
renamed after the recently 
deceased British Army 
officer Horatio Herbert 
Kitchener.

“When you’re digging, 
things pop up: whiskey, 
beer, medicine, pop 
bottles – there are lots of 
pop bottles, there’s Kuntz 
Kitchener. I’ve got six or 
eight of them (medicine 
bottles) as they changed 
over the years – I’ve got 
the whole collection of 
those bottles,” explained 
Ball.  “If anybody does 
any digging that’s the only 
way you’re going to find 
bottles, I’d say.” 

→ FAMILY VIOLENCE 25

Putting time in a bottle
Elmira man’s latest find is a treasure trove of items that tell of region’s history

→ BOTTLES 25
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 ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com
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Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

These dinner rolls 
rise to the occasion

The fancy French word 
for dough shaped 

in a ball is boule. Bread 
makers use the same tech-
nique to form a tight ball 
of dough for a large loaf of 
bread and for small indi-
vidual dough balls such as 
these fluffy dinner rolls. 
While it takes two hands 
to form a large loaf into 

a boule, you can make a 
small one with just one 
cupped hand. If you get 
really good at it, you can 
even do two balls at once – 
one in each hand!

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Fluffy Dinner Rolls
 ▢ 2 1/2 cups (12 1/2 

ounces) all- purpose flour

 ▢ 2 1/4 teaspoons instant 
or rapid-rise yeast

 ▢ 1 teaspoon salt

 ▢ 3/4 cup (6 ounces) 
whole milk

 ▢ 4 tablespoons 

unsalted butter, melted

 ▢ 2 tablespoons honey

 ▢ 1 large egg yolk

 ▢ Vegetable oil spray

 ▢ 1 large egg, cracked 
into bowl and lightly 
beaten with fork

1. In the bowl of a stand 
mixer, whisk together 
flour, yeast and salt. 
Lock the bowl in place 
and attach the dough 
hook to the stand 
mixer. In a 4-cup liquid 
measuring cup, whisk 
milk, melted butter, 
honey and egg yolk until 
honey has dissolved, 
about 20 seconds.

2. Start the mixer on 
low speed and slowly 
pour in the milk mixture. 
Mix until no dry flour is 
visible, about 2 minutes. 
Increase speed to 
medium and knead 
dough for 8 minutes.

3. Transfer the dough 
to a clean counter and 
knead dough for 30 
seconds, then form 
the dough into smooth 
ball. Spray a large 
bowl with vegetable oil 
spray. Place the dough 
in the greased bowl 
and cover with plastic 
wrap. Let the dough 
rise until doubled in 
size, 1 1/2 to 2 hours.

4. Transfer the dough to 
a clean counter and use 
your hands to gently 
press down on the 
dough to pop any large 
bubbles. Pat the dough 
into a 6-inch square and 
use a bench scraper 

to cut the dough into 
9 equal squares. Form 
each piece of dough 
into a tight, smooth ball.

5. Spray the inside 
bottom and sides 
of an 8-inch square 
metal baking pan with 
vegetable oil spray. 
Arrange dough balls 
in 3 rows in a greased 
baking pan. Cover the 
baking pan loosely with 
plastic. Let the dough 
balls rise until doubled 
in size, about 1 hour.

6. While the dough 
rises, adjust the oven 
rack to middle position 
and heat oven to 350 
degrees. When the 
dough is ready, use a 
pastry brush to paint the 
tops of the dough balls 
with the beaten egg.

7. Place the baking pan 
in the oven. Bake until 
rolls are golden brown, 
20 to 25 minutes. 
Place the baking pan 
on a cooling rack and 
let rolls cool in pan for 
30 minutes. Turn the 
baking pan upside 
down to release rolls 
from pan. Turn the rolls 
right side up and use 
your hands to pull them 
apart. Serve warm or 
at room temperature.

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18
 ▢ It's the Thought that Counts. Many of us have 

more negative thoughts than positive thoughts daily. 
Negative thoughts, overly high expectations, & worry 
tend to worsen our moods. Jannah Tudiver, Social 
Worker at Woolwich Community Health Centre will 
discuss how to become familiar with your patterns 
of negative & anxious thinking and practice ways to 
respond effectively. This event is virtual will be held 
at noon. Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca to receive your 
Zoom link.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23
 ▢ Bone Health and Osteoporosis. Woolwich 

Community Health Centre will host Dr. Lora Giagre-
gorio, Dept. of Kinesiology U of W to help us learn 
how bones change throughout the lifespan & about 
osteoporosis. How to manage osteoporosis & how 
to be proactive about bone health. This is a virtual 
event held at 6:30 p.m. To receive your Zoom link 
email gberihun@wchc.on.ca

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30
 ▢ Managing Grief. All of us experience losses in our 

lifetime but sometimes we struggle with what we can 
do to support others experiencing grief. Join Julie 
Schelter, Hospice Coordinator at Woolwich Commu-
nity Health Centre for this presentation about grief 
at 6:30 p.m. We will explore together what people 
may be experiencing, ways to reach out to someone 
who has been impacted by a loss and how to support 
them through their healing. For your Zoom link to this 
virtual event email gberihun@wchc.on.ca

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Wool-
wich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 � Community Care Concepts of Wool-

wich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 � Woolwich Community Services
 � Woolwich Counseling Centre
 � Woolwich Community Health Centre
 � Fund Administrator:   

Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, Wool-

wich Community SerVices
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

STATE OF THE ART INDOOR GOLF

|  2321 Shantz Station Rd, Breslau  |  519-648-2831   

EAT, DRINK, 

GOLF 
Play one of hundreds of golf 

courses from around the world 
including Pebble Beach, Kiawah 

Island and Torrey Pines!

Visit www.MerryHillGolf.com for details. 
Open daily from 
9 AM to 9 PM

DESKTOPS LAPTOPS TABLETS / IPADS ACCESSORIES PARTS
Your full-service computer
depot for a digital world.

FInd us online www.realitybytescomputers.com

ELMIRA
36 Oriole Pkwy E.
519-669-5551
FERGUS
920 St. David St. N.,
519-787-0006

WE REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

System
Upgrades

Virus
Removal

Backup &
Recovery

E-Waste
Depot

CHROME BOOKS | MACBOOKS | LAPTOPS | IPADS

NOVEMBER

WE ARE
OPEN FOR 
WALK-IN

BUSINESS

$599 $599

$399

COME SEE US IN ELMIRA OR FERGUS TO CHECK OUT THESE GREAT DEALS ... and much m�e!

intel i7 (7600u), 2.8 ghz, 
8 gig DDR4 Ram,
256gig SSD, 13.3” 
1920x 1080 Touch Screen, 
Windows 10 Home

Lenovo Yoga 
370 with Pen

$299

NEW

$199 $199$329

AMD 
A4-9120C APU 

 4GB x 32GB   
11.6” LCD  

HP CHROMEBOOK G8

Intel 10th Gen i5 CPU,
8GB DDR4 Ram, 
256GB SSD, 
17.3” HD screen, 
Win 10 Home

Lenovo 
IdeaPad 3

Lenovo T440 
Intel i5 4300u, 1.9ghz, 

8 GB Ram, 500 GB HDD, 
14” screen, Win 10 

Intel i5 (6500) 3.2ghz, 
8gig DD4 Ram , 1TB Hard 

Drive ,Windows 10 Pro

HP Elitedesk 
800 G2 Towers

Regular$399

BLOWOUT! BLOWOUT!

Regular$699

Model A1893 128gig
iPad 6 Wifi

Model A1474 
32gig

iPad Air Wifi

Regular$379

BLOWOUT!BLOWOUT!

Regular$299

NEW! 
(OPEN BOX)

BLOWOUT!

Regular$699

we know that someone is 
at the highest risk of being 
killed or harmed by their 
partner when they are 
separating.

Every day, Waterloo 
Regional Police respond to 
16 calls related to domestic 
violence. Every six days, a 
woman in Canada is killed 
by her intimate partner. In 
rural communities, people 
are three times more 
likely to experience family 
violence than those living 
in urban settings.

What should you do 
if someone you know is 

facing family violence? 
First, know the signs. Is 
your loved one being put 
down? Does their partner 
control everything they 
do? Are they covering 
up bruises or making 
excuses for their partner’s 
behaviour? Is their partner 
constantly checking up 
on them or accusing them 
of cheating? If you are 
worried, let your loved one 
know that you are there for 
them, offer an understand-
ing ear when they need 
it, and ensure they are 
aware of resources in our 
community.

 ↆ This article is brought to 
you by Woolwich Counselling 
Centre (www.woolwichcounselling.
org), in partnership with 
Woolwich Community 
Services’ Family Violence 
Prevention Program (www.
woolwichcommunityservices.org).  

Locally, Woolwich 
Community Services 
(519-669-5139), Woolwich 
Counselling Centre (519-
669-8651) and Women’s 
Crisis Services of the 
Waterloo Region (519-742-
5894) offer family violence 
services to those in need.

Everyone deserves a 
chance to lead a happy and 
healthy life – including 
you and your loved ones.

→ FROM 23

FAMILY VIOLENCE: There are local resources for those 
seeking help getting out of an abusive situation

He noted that the aqua 
green colours also give 
hints to the age of some of 
the bottles as well as the 
square shape that used to 
be more predominant. 

“I’ve found them before, 
but not in town and noth-
ing like this,” he said of 
the scale of his latest find.

Ball has found many 
rustic items from that 
era while out using his 

BOTTLES: It’s unsual to find so many items in one place
metal detector, and has an 
expansive collection that 
paints a picture of what 
people used to use and 
how our metal processing 
and manufacturing have 
evolved.

Some of the items Fred Ball recently unearthed from a Union Street site. Justine Fraser

→ FROM 23
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ACROSS
1. Car body style
5. Region along the 

Nile river
10. Call
15. Connected
16. Pen point
18. Forbids
20. Fixed
23. Word symbolized by @
24. Informal greeting
25. The "I" of T.G.I.F.
26. Branch
27. Hip bones
29. ___ maison (indoors): Fr.
31. Canada's closest 

neighbour, abbr.
32. Awfully long time
34. Revolts
37. Ear Irrigation
39. mawkish
41. "The very ___!"
42. Pizarro's conquest
44. Sleep rough, like 

the British do
47. Decorated, as a cake
48. Two-wheeler
49. Decline

50. Actor Pitt
51. Adorned with pearls
52. Lightly burn
53. Asian capital
54. Atlas features
55. Moving Cart
56. __ you __, or __ you 

ain't my baby?
58. ___ lab
59. Captain William ___
60. "Ars amatoria" poet
61. 100 dinars
62. Beheaded Boleyn
63. 1987 Costner role

DOWN
1. Sodium carbonate
2. Power
3. Conjunction
4. Not yet final, at law
6. Keep your chin __
7. Victoria’s Secret item
8. Bits
9. To the same degree
10. Adept
11. Greeting
12. Eastern ties

13. Butterfly catcher
14. English exam 

finale, often
17. Caviar source
19. Affected with cyanosis
21. Native Americans
22. Lodge
28. A genus of perennial
30. Joins
31. Employed
33. Allied
35. Slight, in a way
36. 'Monopoly' square
38. "20,000 Leagues" 

harpooner ___ Land
40. Alpine call
43. Stallion, once
45. Assembladge of rocks
46. Agile
47. Boiling blood
48. Clinton, e.g.: Abbr.
50. "Ciao!"
51. It just goes on forever
52. Solfa syllable
57. Used in riding animals
58. Relating to a God
59. Holy text

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!
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315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 8am - 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK

 ↆ S U D O K U

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Jonathan Brubacher Preaching

Exodus and Our 
Faith Journey

9:30 am

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE
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 ▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My 
new grandson has tetral-
ogy of Fallot. Can you ex-
plain the condition and 
treatment? Can I expect 
him to live a normal life?

ANSWER: Tetralogy of 
Fallot is a congenital heart 
disease that affects the 
structure of the heart. 
This abnormality occurs 
during development. It 
is not related to anything 
that a child's mom did or 
took during pregnancy, 
and it is not inherited or 
linked to a specific gene. 
Tetralogy of Fallot causes 
oxygen-poor blood to flow 
out of the heart and to 
the rest of the body, often 
resulting in babies having 
blue-tinged skin because 
their blood doesn't carry 
enough oxygen.

The syndrome is named 
for French physician 
Etienne-Louis Arthur 
Fallot, M.D., who first 
published a description 
of the defect in 1888. This 
anomaly was central to the 
development of cardiac 
surgery to treat congenital 
heart defects. Doctors at 
Johns Hopkins were the 
first to devise a procedure 
to place a shunt to bypass 
cardiac defects related 
to tetralogy of Fallot and 
redirect unoxygenated 
blood directly to the 
lungs. The first corrective 
surgery to repair the heart 
defect was performed in 

What you should know about  
tetralogy of Fallot and surgery

1954 at the University of 
Minnesota.

The term "tetralogy" 
refers to the four main 
features of the anomaly, 
but it is actually due to a 
single defect. The septum, 
which separates the left 
and right ventricles of 
the heart, is not aligned 
correctly. This results 
in a hole between the 
left and right ventricles, 
called a ventricular septal 
defect, and narrowing of 
the pulmonary artery the 
vessel that provides blood 
flow to the lungs. It also 
can cause a deformity in 
the pulmonary valve in 
some babies.

In most cases, if there 
isn't enough blood getting 
to the lungs, when a baby 
is born, he or she will be 
blue because the oxygen 
saturation is low. There 
are tetralogy babies who 
have sufficient blood flow 
to the lungs, and these 
babies are commonly 
termed "pink tets." While 
they have adequate 
oxygen saturation, they 
have other symptoms 
consistent with heart fail-
ure, such as trouble eating 
and difficulty gaining 
weight.

Due to the issues caused 
by tetralogy of Fallot, 

your grandson will need 
heart surgery, though the 
timing will depend on the 
specifics of his situation. 
If oxygen saturations are 
adequate and he is gaining 
weight, surgery is gener-
ally performed at 4 to 6 
months of age. During the 
surgery, the hole between 
the ventricles is closed 
and the blood flow to 
the lungs is corrected by 
enlarging the pulmonary 
artery and pulmonary 
valve. If doctors deter-
mine he would need 
intervention earlier, 
options include perform-
ing the full repair earlier 
or placing a shunt that 
increases blood flow to the 
lungs until your grandson 
is older and can have a full 
repair.

Most tetralogy of Fallot 
children generally do 
well after surgery. The 
blood flow to the lungs is 
restored, and they are no 
longer blue. Long term, 
these patients likely will 
need other interventions. 
Most people with tetral-
ogy of Fallot will need a 
pulmonary valve replace-
ment at some time in the 
future. The age when 
this becomes necessary 
varies, such as an older 
child or a young adult. 
Some of these pulmonary 
valve replacements can be 
performed by interven-
tional cardiologists who 
go through the vessels in 

the groin.
While you may be 

anxious and concerned 
for your grandson, it 
is important to note 
that children who have 
complete operative 
correction at the appropri-
ate age can go on to have 
a normal lifestyle and 
life span. Your grandson 
should be able to do most 
everything his coun-
terparts do, including 
participate in competitive 
sports. A great example is 
Shaun White, an Olym-
pic gold medalist snow-
boarder. He has tetralogy 
of Fallot.

As your grandson grows, 
it is important to have a 
pediatric congenital heart 
cardiologist follow him. 
Then he should transi-
tion to a cardiologist who 
specializes in provid-
ing care for adults with 
congenital heart disease. 
About half of all tetralogy 
of Fallot patients develop 
heart rhythm problems as 
adults, and they may need 
a pacemaker or defibril-
lator. In the meantime, 
enjoy your grandson and 
encourage him to adopt 
heart-healthy habits, 
which can only further 
benefit him as he grows.

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

I ♥ my local
newspaper.
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Shop local this holidays and support independent community journalism.

www.newsmart.ca

THE STORE FOR LOCAL NEWSPAPER READERS.

Designed In-House
 CHRISTMAS 

GREETING CARDS

Visit online and shop

by the same people who bring you the Observer.

Add a little newspaper humour to the holidays!

Each box contains:
 12 cards (4 designs)
 12 envelopes
 Blank inside

LIMITED TIME BONUS FREEBIES:
 Observer pen ($4 value)
 2022 wall calendar ($3 value)
* expires Nov 30, 2021
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$10
SHOP ONLINE

My Side of the Dam:
The Retrospective 1996-2003

By Allen D. Martin

$40
SHOP ONLINE

New Era Stretch-Fit
Observer baseball cap

 Just released
 Comfort Fit
 Limited Run

$39
SHOP ONLINE

Observer Reporter
Safety Toque

$18
SHOP ONLINE

 HiVis Safety
 100% Acrylic
 Made in Canada

Learn how to become
a Community Champion

 Knitted board
   hat & scarf
 Limited Run

25th Anniversary
Campfire Mug

$13
SHOP ONLINE

• ceramic • 11oz
 We have issues!

$10
SHOP ONLINE

Low 
Stock!

Amazing 
Christmas 
Gift Idea!

25th Anniversary
Coffee Mug

• ceramic • 11oz
 Anniversary logo

Get ‘em 
before 
they’re 
gone.

Find links from observerxtra.com
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FOR IMMEDIATE HIRE: SENIOR BOOKKEEPER
Taylor Gerber provides bookkeeping and business management services to small-medium  
sized businesses throughout Waterloo and Wellington regions. We pride ourselves on 

client locations as required.

QUALIFICATIONS:
• 
• 
•  

• 
• 
• 
• 
• Vehicle and valid driver’s licence
• 

DUTIES:
• Reconcile accounts
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

computerized bookkeeping systems. 

applicant@taylorgerber.ca

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

HIGH-GLOSSHIGH-GLOSS
LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK!

LUXURYLUXURY
CLICKCLICK
VINYLVINYL

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

12” X 24”12” X 24”
PORCELAINPORCELAIN

TILESTILES

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

5” THICK WIRE BRUSHED5” THICK WIRE BRUSHED
ENGINEEREDENGINEERED

OAK HARDWOODOAK HARDWOOD 

$$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

IN STOCK!

8” X 8”8” X 8”
PRINTEDPRINTED

TILESTILES

$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

IN STOCK!

47” WIDE VINYL47” WIDE VINYL
STAIR TREADS STAIR TREADS 

STEP & RISER INCLUDEDSTEP & RISER INCLUDED

$$65659999
FROM EACH

5.5” WIDE5.5” WIDE
CONTEMPORARYCONTEMPORARY

6” WIDE6” WIDE
SQUARESQUARE

3/7” WIDE3/7” WIDE
COLONIALCOLONIAL

$$119999
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

$$222929
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.99

$$007979
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

BASEBOARDS

M-F

SUN
10-5

9-6
SAT
9-6

3X12MATTE OR GLOSY3X12MATTE OR GLOSY
HAND PRESSEDHAND PRESSED

WALL TILESWALL TILES

$$334949
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

8” X 8” 8” X 8” 
HEXAGONHEXAGON

TILESTILES

$$336767
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK! IN STOCK!

100’S OF NEW 100’S OF NEW 

AREAAREA
RUGSRUGS

5’ X 7’5’  X 7’
STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

$$9999

IN STOCK!

NOT EXACTLY
AS SHOWN

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 
its 82-year history, House 
of Friendship will tempo-
rarily close at month’s 
end, with administrators 
seeking short-term hous-
ing solutions for 75 shelter 
residents. This at a time 
when Waterloo Region is 
seeing record-high home-
lessness numbers.

A September point-in-
time (PiT) survey iden-
tified some 1,085 people 
experiencing some degree 
of homelessness.

At the House of Friend-

House of Friendship closes temporarily 
even as homelessness increases in region

ship, executive director 
John Neufeld has seen 
a continuous rise in 
people accessing their 
services since 2017. Just 
now, however, the focus 
is a lease that expires on 
November 30 and a fund-
raising effort to purchase 
a new location as the orga-
nization prepares for the 
temporary shutdown.

“March 19, 2020,  as 
we begin to navigate 
COVID, we are in a small, 
12-bedroom shelter in 
downtown Kitchener – 
we’ve got 51 gentlemen, 
they’re all jammed into a 
very small space. So, we’ve 

got to move out. We move 
into the Radisson Hotel, 
dramatically increase our 
numbers: we go from 50 to 
80 to 100,” said Neufeld. 

“Because the demand 
has been growing in our 
community I would say 
since 2017 we just haven’t 
been able to catch up. 
COVID hit; we got emer-
gency funding, we started 
to be able to create new 
spaces, so we moved into 
a hotel, stayed there until 
October last year, moved 
to the Inn of Waterloo and 
served as many as 130 a 
night and then the fire 

Residents of a A Better Tent City recently relocated to a new site in Kitchener, providing shelter to 
some 50 people who make up the growing number of homeless in the region. File photo

→HOMELESSNESS 22


