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Lots of in-store specials, like these. Sale runs Nov. 25 to Dec. 1 

ELMIRA
22 Church St. W., Elmira

(519) 669-5537
Was $42.99

2497
Was $39.99

1497

Black Oil 
Sunflower 
Seed

3pc
Knife Set 
Stainless steel blades
with non-stick coating,
Includes utility, Santoku 
and chef knives with sheaths

SAVE
60%

Black Friday Sale
SAVE
40%
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IN STOCK
RECLINERS/RECLINING SETS
- GET THEM BEFORE THEY

ARE GONE!Sale Starts NOW!!Sale Starts NOW!!

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

LOOKING TO FINALIZE 
THE DESIGN to convert 
the Peel Street bridge for 
pedestrian use, Wool-
wich wants feedback by 
month’s end via its virtual 
public consultation centre. 
Comments will help deter-
mine what the reworked 
structure looks like.

The two-span steel truss 
bridge, built in 1913, has 
been closed for the past 
four years due to safety 
concerns. Township 
council ultimately decided 
to repair the span for 
pedestrian and cyclists. 
Now, Woolwich has posted 
on its website a variety of 
design options – user path-
ways, decking materials 
and railings, for instance 
– for public review.

“We’ve got the public 
consultation centre up on 
the township’s website, 
which includes a voiceover 
of the slides, comment 
sheets; the  renderings are 
on there, if you want to 
see some concepts. We are 
looking for residents’ feed-
back by the end of Novem-
ber, and then the project 

Public input sought 
in restoration 
of Peel Street bridge
Winterbourne heritage bridge to be 
restored for pedestrian use only

team will be looking to 
finalize the design and put 
it out for another public 
consultation centre,” 
explained engineering 
project supervisor Ryan 
Tucker.

“We’re just waiting for 
more public feedback 
before we kind of cement 
the design concept and 
move forward with the 
detailed design.”

Winterbourne resident 
Kim Hodgson, who’s 
been a vocal advocate for 
rehabilitating the bridge, 
said she expects many in 
the community will take 
part, eager to see the struc-
ture reopen. She praised 
the online presentation 
prepared by the township.

“I’m assuming that lots 
of people will take the time 
to make their opinions 
known. I thought they 
(the township) did a really 
great job – credit where 
credit’s due, they did a 
really good job of not only 
describing it, they had an 
online presentation and 
video showing what things 
could potentially look like. 
I thought that was really 
great in terms of helping 

→BRIDGE 7

Chartwell Elmira residents Pauline Heal, Connie Kilbey, Charlotte Read, Eugene Read and Lorne Martin are among those calling for a 
crosswalk at Church Street and Snyder Avenue. Steve Kannon

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

WHEN CHRISTINE 
GROSE’S PARENTS 
MOVED into Chartwell 
Elmira residence two 
months ago, it quickly 
became clear there were 
safety issues for residents 
looking to cross the road at 
a heavily trafficked nearby 
intersection. 

Now, the residents are 
looking for a crosswalk at 
Church Street West and 
Snyder Avenue. They’ve 

already taken a formal 
request to the Region of 
Waterloo. Next Tuesday, 
they’ll be looking for an 
endorsement from Wool-
wich council.

“Residents at Chartwell 
Elmira Retirement Resi-
dence are concerned for 
their safety, and the safety 
of others when crossing 
Church Street located just 
outside their home,” the 
residents said in a state-
ment released by Grose, 
who helped get the ball 
rolling.

“What really prompted 
it is my parents moved in 
to Chartwell two months 
ago. They lived up on Park 
Avenue, so mum and dad 
– dad was in a wheelchair 
– were going back and 
forth, and we just realized, 
‘wow, that’s a busy corner,’ 
she explained, noting that 
she talked to the staff at 
Chartwell to see if there 
had ever been any discus-
sions about a crosswalk 
there, determining there 
hadn’t been.

“Seeing my parents 

trying to cross that busy 
street and then watch-
ing others cross as well, 
then once I started into 
dialogue with some of the 
residents there... I heard 
from them their concerns 
as well. So we just thought, 
‘well, you’re not going to 
get if you don’t ask.’”

That prompted a letter 
of request from the 
residents at Chartwell in 
Elmira that was presented 
to the region’s planning 
and works committee by 

→CROSSWALK 7

Seniors request a crosswalk
Chartwell Elmira residents look to region for Church Street crossing
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Monday to Friday
10 am - 7 pm

Saturday
9 am - 6 pm

Sunday
11 am - 6 pm

www.stjacobsmarket.com

25 Benjamin Rd. E., Waterloo  

BlackFriday
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 26

SALES!

SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS

2615 Victoria St. N • BRESLAU
519-648-2608

www.belgian-nursery.com
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While Supplies Last

CHRISTMAS
 CACTI ARE HERE! CYCLAMEN

�����������������������������

��		������������������������
�������������������������������
��		�������������������

ARTISAN SHOPPE 

TROPICAL  HOUSEPLANTS
Make Amazing Gifts!

SUCCULENTS

From experienced gardeners to those just finding their green thumbs, 
giving a Tropical Houseplant shows that you care not just about them 
but for their health! Choose from our wide selection of Houseplants, 
from trailing Pothos to towering Corn Plants!

$699
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$1699
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$699
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$1299
Bright Colourful blooms 

make a great gi 

CACTI SALT ROCK
LAMPS

DECORATIVE 
POTS

WINDCHIMESMETAL
WALL ART

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three Public Health has declared a COVID-19 
workplace outbreak at the Region of Water-
loo International Airport operations centre 
as two employees have tested positive. The 
employees last worked at the airport on Nov. 
18 and are currently isolating. The region 
says the public was not exposed.

Regional council this week approved an 
amendment to the Regional Official Policies 
Plan (ROPP) to re-designate the Breslau 
Settlement Area a “Township Urban Area.” 
The amendment will provide for the consid-
eration of additional growth and develop-
ment within the current limits of Breslau. 
From the Nov. 24, 2012 edition of The Observer

Outbreak at airport From the archives

building centre

JL’s Duke St

5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 | Shop homehardware.ca   and choose JL’s as your home Store.

No rainchecks. No online orders. We reserve the right to limit quantities.
1350992

SAVE
$5010” Circular 

Saw Blades 
Includes 32T and 60T blades

Was $109.99

5997
Pack

PACK
OF 2

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

A DETAILED PLAN FOR 
REVAMPING downtown 
Elmira should be in place 
prior to regional road 
reconstruction projects, 
Woolwich councillors 
decided this week.

To that end, they 
approved the develop-
ment of a streetscape plan 
for the downtown core, 
allocating up to $15,000 to 
The Planning Partnership 
to carry out the work.

The plan will build on 
the Toronto-based land-
scape architecture and 
urban design firm’s earlier 
award of a contract to 
carry out an  Elmira core 
area and urban design 
project, which will look 
at ways to incorporate 
underused lands around 
the edges of the core, 
considering elements like 
public spaces, main floor 
commercial, residential 
opportunities, building 
design, vistas and road 
configuration.

In addressing council 
during Tuesday night’s 

Consultant to expand scope of work to 
help prepare for future reconstruction

online session, manager 
of planning Jeremy Vink 
said the work was orig-
inally scheduled to get 
underway last year but 
was pushed back due to 
the pandemic. 

“The region is working 
to complete a number 
of road reconstruction 
projects in Elmira, in 
and around the core area 
on Arthur and Church 
streets. As part of the 
reconstruction projects, 
the township is able 
to provide comments 
on streetscaping items 
such as sidewalk widths, 
surface treatments, land-
scaping, street lighting, 
opportunities for seating 
and other items,” he said 
in his report to council. 
“The costs for such addi-
tional streetscape items 
as part of the road works 
are township costs. The 
township then needs to 
budget accordingly for 
such enhancements.”

The streetscaping issues 
weren’t part of the original 
core review, but the new 
study will run concur-

Region to begin giving vaccine shots to kids
Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

PARENTS IN WATERLOO 
REGION CAN now book 
appointments to get their 
children between the ages 
of 5 and 11 vaccinated, a 
move that public health 
officials hope will counter 
outbreaks at schools.

The rehabilitation work continues at the Glasgow Street bridge, which will reopen as a one-way route. Steve Kannon

Comirnaty, also known 
as the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine, comes in a 
two-dose regimen of 10 
micrograms each given 
three weeks apart, a lower 
dose than the 30 micro-
grams authorized by 
Health Canada for people 
12 and older. 

“We were all looking 

forward to the announce-
ment and the ability 
to be able to vaccinate 
this vulnerable group in 
our community,” said 
Vickie Murray, director of 
pharmacy at GRH and St. 
Mary’s. “There’s emerg-
ing evidence that longer 
intervals between first 
and second doses vaccines 

result in more robust and 
durable immune response 
and higher vaccine effec-
tiveness.”

In approving the use of 
the vaccine for school-age 
children last week, Health 
Canada said the vaccine 
was 90.7 per cent effective 
at preventing COVID-19 
in children 5 to 11 years of 

age, with no serious side 
effects identified.

The region began 
accepting bookings on 
Monday, with the first 
shots expected tomorrow 
(Friday). Parents can regis-
ter at www.regionofwater-
loo.ca/getavaccine to get 
the first dose for their child 
at a regional vaccine clinic. →VACCINE 4

“Looking into the 
next couple of weeks we 
expect to be very busy 
vaccinating children – our 
clinics are ready. Working 
with our partners from 
primary care, community 
pharmacy and the school 
board, we will provide 
a variety of options to 

Road construction season winding down
Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

IN THE MIDST OF 
PLANNING for what will 
be its most expensive 
paving program to date in 
2022, Woolwich is wrap-
ping up this year’s road 
reconstruction season as 
November winds down.

Projects such as the 
major reconstruction of 

Union Street are just wrap-
ping up, while the likes of 
the Glasgow Street bridge 
are ongoing. They were 
part of some $16 million in 
capital projects this year, 
the most ever, with $18 
million pencilled in for 
next year’s budget.

Though there is still 
some work outstanding, 
the township’s “aggressive 
capital program” has gone 

smoothly this year, says 
director of infrastructure 
services Jared Puppe.

“Our paving program is 
the largest paving program 
the township has ever 
implemented, and it has 
gone very well. We’re very 
happy with the program. 
We are winding down now, 
we’re just into some of the 
restoration stuff – all the 
roadways are paved,” he 

said, adding “we will be 
under budget with that 
program.”

All of the paving work 
was completed this year 
as scheduled, which isn’t 
always the case.

“Capital programs always 
look great on paper, it just 
takes a couple of issues out 
in the field – dealing with 
a challenging contract or 

→ ROAD WORKS 4

Streetscaping plan 
added to design 
project for Elmira

→ DOWNTOWN 4
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CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Turkey and Dressing or Roast Beef includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Nov 26 & 27

pre-order

reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Dec 1-4

Hot Turkey includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Children’s ‘Wish Trees’ are located at Home Hardware 
Stores in Elmira, Linwood and St. Jacobs as well as
Living Waters Book & Toy Store.  An Adult Wish Tree is 
located at Canadian Tire in Elmira.  Simply remove a 
'wish tag’ from the tree, purchase the item and return it 
to any of the above locations or the WCS office. 

All donations can be dropped off by December 10th,
at WOOLWICH COMMUNITY SERVICES (WCS)
5 Memorial Ave., Elmira 

Please make a donation of:

Christmas
Goodwill
Christmas
Goodwill

New Clothes, Toys or Cash

For more information, to volunteer, or to 
request a hamper, please call WCS:

Wish Trees

To sponsor a family call WCS or email 
christmasgoodwillsponsors@yahoo.com

35 Oriole Pkwy E., Elmira | 519-669-1588 315 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5403

This ad is sponsored by:

Emergency crews responded to a three-car collision Nov. 19 at the intersection of Arthur Street and Oriole Parkway in Elmira. 
Justine Fraser

children to get vaccinated. 
Delta [variant] is in our 
community; we know that 
getting vaccinated saves 
lives and prevents illness,” 
said Murray.

The region is hoping to 
get the newly eligible age 
group vaccinated before 
the holidays as the second 
dose is recommended 
after eight weeks, mean-
ing most children in the 
region won’t be double 
vaxxed until the new year. 
Prioritizing children’s 
doses, the region’s clinics 
at Cambridge Pinebush, 

The Boardwalk and 
Wellesley will be giving 
out only first and second 
doses from November 27 
to December 12. 

“Our primary care 
partners are very inter-
ested in starting chil-
dren’s vaccines, as are our 
community pharmacies. 
People will be able to 
contact their physician for 
an appointment for the 
vaccine; they will be able 
contact the retail phar-
macy for an appointment, 
and at one of our regional 
vaccine clinics. On top of 
that, we are going to be 

doing outreaches at some 
of our local schools.”

Another ‘Every Dose 
Counts’ event will operate 
at Cambridge Pinebush 
vaccination clinic Decem-
ber 11-12 to attempt to 
immunize 6,000 children 
by the end of the two-day 
blitz. Families have the 
option to book their child’s 
appointment for the event. 

The region will be 
prioritizing children’s first 
doses until December 13, 
putting third doses on the 
backburner. Some doctor’s 
offices and pharmacies 
may also be prioritizing 

children’s vaccinations for 
the next couple weeks.

“Getting the 48,000 chil-
dren in our community 
vaccinated will provide 
significant protection, not 
just for the children but 
for our whole community. 
We are looking forward 
to getting started,” said 
Murray.

Also last week, Health 
Canada received a submis-
sion from Moderna to 
authorize their COVID 
vaccine for children 6 to 
12-years-old. That appli-
cation is currently under 
review.

VACCINES: Officials look to counter rising outbreaks at region’s schools
→FROM 1

rently with it using the 
resources of The Planning 
Partnership, said Vink.

“We think it will give a 
better overall comprehen-
sive plan for the down-
town.”

Councillors quickly 
endorsed that idea, voting 
unanimously in favour of 
the extension to the core 
review.

“I think this is extremely 
necessary,” said Coun. 
Scott McMillan, noting a 
formal plan would help 
in making requests to 
the region – both Arthur 
and Church streets are 
regional roads.

 “I think something 
like this gives us credi-
bility when we make that 
request – it’s no longer 
somebody writing a letter, 
it’s no longer just a coun-
cillor. It is our council, and 
it is backed by experts, 
and it is a well thought out 
and fully formed request 
that we’re making. This 
gives us more credibility 
when we’re asking the 
region to give us a down-

weather, for example – to 
become a vortex of time 
that can start to derail 
your entire program,” said 
Puppe. “There won’t be 
any carryover work on our 
paving program. That’s 
excellent, because that 
really hurts us.”

Along with the 
$4-million Union Street 
reconstruction, the 
township carried out 
paving projects on Chil-
ligo Road (from Vance 
to Lerch roads), Menno 
Street (from 600m east 

DOWNTOWN: Council backs plan 
to be prepared for regional road work

→FROM 1 town that people can 
live in and not just drive 
through.”

Given the upcoming 
regional road work, now 
is the time to get a plan 
in place ahead of time, 
agreed Coun. Larry Shantz

“I think it’s wise to 
add to this to what we’re 
actually doing rather than 
after the fact,” he said. 
“It’s probably better to 
plan ahead rather than 
behind the facts.”

“We’re going to have 
some work being done 
on the street anyway, and 
the last thing we want to 
do is to get the work done 
from the region and then 
turn around in the next 
year and say ‘oh, but we 
want this instead,’” added 
Mayor Sandy Shantz.

“The timing is good. 
I think it’ll be good to 
have an overall plan for 
our downtown and how 
we want it to look going 
forward.”

The core urban design 
and streetscaping plan are 
due back in February or 
March, said Vink.

ROAD WORKS: Construction season winds down as winter starts moving in
→FROM 1 of Lonsdale Road to 

Shantz Station Road), St. 
Charles Street East (from 
Notre Dame Avenue to 
Crowsfoot Road) and 
Woolwich-Guelph Town-
line (from Highway 7 to 
Chilligo Road). There was 
also new pavement for Hill 
Street (from Northfield 
Drive to Covered Bridge 
Road) and William Street 
in Elmira.

Paving was carried 
out on Glasgow Street in 
Conestogo in the area of 
the bridge, which is now 
being converted to carry 

just one-way traffic, part 
of an effort to reduce the 
load on the structure. Built 
in 1886, the pratt truss 
structure is unique in the 
region. But it’s been closed 
and repaired on numer-
ous occasions in the past 
decade or so, prompting 
an environmental assess-
ment process that led to a 
decision to rehabilitate it.

This year’s paving work 
involved a roundabout on 
the south side – the Water-
loo-side approach – of the 
bridge.

“We are going to 

convert that bridge into 
a one-way bridge. You 
won’t be allowed to get 
back in on that one-way 
stretch, so we’ve installed 
a roundabout that I think 
looks really good, fits in 
very nicely,” said Puppe. 
“There’s some parking, 
because we appreciate that 
it is a bit of a spot people 
like to go maybe and hang 
out by the river or do some 
fishing down there. We 
thought it would make 
sense to at least build 
something people could 
park along.”

Works by John Mahood PS Grade 4 students Meghan Kieswetter, Hayden Hunter and Mikaela Klomp were among the 374 entries 
received by the Elmira Legion for the national Remembrance Day poster contest. All students will receive certificates for quality work 
submitted. In addition, there  were 74 medals awarded – 30 gold, 24 silver, 20 bronze) with 10 of the gold entries forwarded to the next 
level of competition. Participating schools included St. Boniface Elementary School, Conestogo PS, John Mahood PS, St. Teresa of Avila 
Elementary School, Foundation Christian School, Park Manor PS and Elmira District Secondary School. Submitted
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$8.99

PORK 
TENDERLOIN   

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$10.59/lbOLD CHEDDAR 

$4.99/lb

Reg.$6.29/lb

/lb

MAPLE DALE

NOVEMBER 14

1:27 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police charged 
a 34-year-old North 
Dumfries man in connec-
tion to a collision on 
Kossuth Road in Woolwich 
Township on Oct. 27. He 
was charged with multi-
ple counts of ‘dangerous 
operation’ and ‘dangerous 
operation causing bodily 
harm.’ A 33-year-old North 
Dumfries female passen-
ger was also charged 
with ‘failing to wear a 
seat belt properly.’ The 
investigation revealed 
that a white Ford Escape, 
driven by a 34-year-old 
male from Ayr, was trav-
elling west on Kossuth 
Road when it crossed 
the center line and struck 
a black Toyota Corolla, 
driven by a 25-year-old 
Cambridge man travelling 
east on Kossuth Road. 
The 33-year-old female 
passenger inside the Ford 
Escape was extracted 
from the vehicle by first 
responders and was trans-
ported to an out-of-re-
gion hospital with serious 
injuries. The male driver 
sustained minor inju-
ries. The 25-year-old 
male driver of the Toyota 
suffered minor injuries 
and was treated at the 
scene. A young child was 
also treated at the scene 
for minor injuries. The 
female passenger in the 
front seat of the Toyota 
suffered severe injuries 
and was transported to 
an out-of-region hospital 

The Waterloo Regional 
Police Services Board last 
week reached an agree-
ment with the Waterloo 
Regional Police Senior 
Officers’ Association 
(SOA) on a five-year 
contract that extends to 

by Ambulance. The female 
passenger in the rear seat 
of the Toyota was trans-
ported to Cambridge 
Memorial Hospital.

NOVEMBER 16

2:40 PM | A two-vehicle 
collision brought Waterloo 
Regional Police to Church 
Street West and Coun-
try Club Estates Drive in 
Elmira. The investigation 
revealed that a black 
Hyundai operated by a 
43-year-old woman was 
travelling west on Church 
Street when it collided 
with a grey Ford pickup 
truck was operated by 
49-year-old man that was 
travelling north on Coun-
try Club Estates Drive. 
The investigation remains 
ongoing and charges are 
pending. 

5 :30 PM |  Pol ice 
responded to a collision 
in the area of Line 86 and 
Herrgott Road in Welles-
ley Township. A driver 
travelling east on Line 86 
came to a stop for traf-
fic congestion. A second 
vehicle was also travelling 
east and failed to stop for 
the stopped traffic and 
collided with the vehicle in 
front of them. A 51-year-
old Wilmot Township man 
was charged with ‘care-
less driving.’

6:04 PM | A two-vehicle 
collision brought police to 
William Hastings Line and 
Manser Road in Wellesley 
Township. A vehicle was 

travelling north on William 
Hastings Line and stopped 
for a vehicle in front of 
them turning into a private 
driveway. A second vehi-
cle was also travelling 
north on William Hastings 
Line and failed to stop and 
collided with the stopped 
motor vehicle. A 36-year-
old Wellesley Township 
man was charged with 
‘careless driving.’

NOVEMBER 17

3:00 AM | Wellington 
County OPP officers 
responded to an alarm 
call at a business located 
on Highway 6 near Marden 
Road in Guelph-Eramosa 
Township. Upon arrival 
officers observed the 
front door window to be 
smashed and partially 
open. It is unknown at 
this time if anything 
was stolen. At approxi-
mately 3:02 a.m. officers 
received an alarm call 
from a second business 
located on Highway 6 just 
south of Marden Road. 
Officers attended the 
address and located an 
insecure door. The build-
ing was cleared and it is 
unknown at this time if 
anything was taken. OPP 
continue to investigate 
both incidents. Anyone 
with information regarding 
these incidents is asked 
to call the OPP toll free at 
1-888-310-1122 or on line 
at www.opp.ca/reporting. 
Should you wish to remain 
anonymous, you may call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-

222-8477 (TIPS) or submit 
a tip on-line at www.csgw.
tips. You may be eligible 
for a reward from Crime 
Stoppers of up to $2,000. 

NOVEMBER 19

11:07 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of property damage 
in the area of Church and 
Walker streets in Elmira. 
Anyone who witnessed 
the incident, or has infor-
mation in connection to 
the incident, is asked to 
contact police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.

NOVEMBER 21

5:09 AM |  Pol ice 
received a report of a 
theft in the area of Farm-
ers Market Road and 
King Street North near 
St. Jacobs. Anyone who 
witnessed the incident, or 
has information in connec-
tion to the incident, is 
asked to contact police 
at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

9:44 AM |  Police 
received a report of theft 
from a vehicle in the 
area of Amberlea Court 
and Townsend Drive in 
Breslau. Anyone who 
witnessed the incident, or 
has information in connec-
tion to the incident, is 
asked to contact police 
at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Police Services Board settles contract with Waterloo Regional Police Senior Officers’ Association
the end of 2024. 

Running through 
Dec. 31, 2024, the deal 
provides for an average 
annual increase of 2.14 
per cent, starting with a 
2.5 per cent raise retroac-
tive to Jan. 1, 2020 and 2.1 

per cent for Jan. 1, 2021.
It also provides 

adjustments to member 
benefits that support 
and enhance member 
wellness; and the cessa-
tion of lifetime retiree 
benefits for all new hires 

and grandparenting for 
existing members. 

“We are pleased to 
have reached a nego-
tiated settlement that 
recognizes the dedication 
and professional service 
provided by members 

of the officers’ asso-
ciation,” said regional 
Chair Karen Redman 
in a release. “The five-
year agreement focuses 
on enhanced member 
wellness and is in line 
with other police settle-
ments that have been 
reached across Ontario. 
I want to thank members 
of the board and the 
association for their lead-
ership and collaboration 
to advance a successful 
agreement, one that will 
position the service well 

as it moves forward in its 
commitment to modern-
izing policing in Waterloo 
Region.” 

The Waterloo Regional 
Police Services Board is 
a civilian oversight body 
that governs the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service. 
Under the provisions 
of the Ontario Police 
Services Act, the board is 
responsible for the provi-
sion of adequate and 
effective police services 
for the residents of the 
Region of Waterloo. 

A two-vehicle collision Nov. 18 brought emergency crews to Line 86 and Northfield Drive east of Elmira. Justine Fraser
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Discounts are 
automatically 
applied in cart 
between 7am 
Nov 26 and 
11:59pm Nov 29

CHRISTMAS 
GREETING CARDS

Visit online and shop

Add a little newspaper humour to the holidays!

Each box contains:
 12 cards (4 designs)
 12 envelopes
 Blank inside

BONUS FREEBIES:
 Observer pen ($4 value)
 2022 wall calendar ($3 value)
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My Side of the Dam:
The Retrospective 1996-2003

By Allen D. Martin

New Era Stretch-Fit
Observer baseball cap

 Just released
 Comfort Fit
 Limited Run

Observer Reporter
Safety Toque

 HiVis Safety
 100% Acrylic
 Made in Canada

Learn how to become
a Community Champion

 Knitted board
   hat & scarf
 Limited Run

25th Anniversary
Campfire Mug

• ceramic • 11oz
 We have issues!

Low 
Stock!

Amazing 
Christmas 
Gift Idea!

25th Anniversary
Coffee Mug

• ceramic • 11oz
 Anniversary logo

Get ‘em 
before 
they’re 
gone.

#CHAMPIONTHETRUTH

20% OFF SITEWIDE FOR NEWSPAPER READERS.

BLACKFRIDAY / CYBERMONDAY

LIMITED 
TIME

Nov 26-Nov 29 

$40
$32

NOW

$39
$3120

NOW

$13
$1040

NOW

$18
$1440

NOW

$10
$8

NOW

$10
$8

NOW

♥ More products online and being added

www. .ca
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18 Arthur St. N. • 519-669-2561

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties

Turkeys - Ducks
Ready-to-lay-pullets

390 ARTHUR ST. S.,  519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  

• PROPANE CYLINDER
 EXCHANGE 

 

• TOUCH-FREE CAR WASH 

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

81 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519.669.1533

GOOD
AUTO PARTS

CARQUEST!
YOU’LL FIND IT AT

SATURDAY SATURDAY 
DECEMBER 4DECEMBER 4THTH  

10 AM10 AM

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

Specializing in 
Paint & Wall 

coveringsDECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S

27 Arthur St. S. • 519-669-3658

SANTA CLAUSSANTA CLAUS  

PARADEPARADE

THE ELMIRA KIWANIS ANNUALTHE ELMIRA KIWANIS ANNUAL

The parade starts at the intersection 
of Church St. and Arthur St., Elmira 

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS RETURNED to 
the top of the conference 
standings with wins over 
the teams that had edged 
them out of the spot a 
week earlier. 

With wins last Friday 
in Stratford (4-3) and at 
home Saturday against 
Waterloo (4-2), the Kings 
brought their record to 
15-4, the 30 points putting 
them two up on both the 
Warriors (14-4) and the 
Siskins (13-4-2).

Special teams were 
a factor early on as the 
Kings travelled to Strat-
ford November 19. The 
Warriors scored the only 
goal of the first period 
on a power play, with 
Elmira’s Nathaniel Mott 
getting the equalizer 

With pair of wins, Kings now back atop conference standings
with the man-advan-
tage 3:13 into the second 
frame. Assists went to 
Jaxson Murray and Brody 
Leblanc, with the latter 
putting the Kings ahead 
for good with an unas-
sisted shorthanded goal  
at 12:08. Jack O’Donnell’s 
goal exactly four minutes 
later, assisted by Owen 
Duiker, made it 3-1 after 
40 minutes.

Midway through the 
third period, it was 4-1 
courtesy of a goal from 
Duiker (Adam Grein), 
with two quick ones by 
the Warriors with about 
five minutes left to play 
making it close.

Final shots were 32-30 
in Stratford’s favour, with 
Elmira netminder Dan 
Botelho stopping 29 to 
post the win. The Kings’ 
power play was 1-5, while 
Stratford went 1-6.

“They got a couple of 
late ones there to make 
it interesting, but we’ll 
take the two points,” said 
head coach Rob Collins of 
Friday night’s game.

“I thought we had 
control that for the most 
part, but I would be lying 
if I said I wasn’t nervous 
until probably the last 
minute and a half. It got 
close but I thought the 
guys showed up prepared 
and focused, and took care 
of business the right way.”

The Kings were back in 
action the following night, 
welcoming the KW Siskins 
to the WMC. 

The visitors scored the 
first and last goals of the 
game, bookending the 
four put up by the home 
team, which outshot the 
Siskins 35-30.

Down 1-0 at the 
one-minute mark, the 

Kings slowly took back 
control. Leblanc’s 15th of 
the season, a shorthanded 
effort assisted by Kurtis 
Goodwin at 18:11, made it 
1-1 heading into the first 
intermission. Leblanc 
then scored the only 
goal of the middle frame, 
assisted by Goodwin and 
Mott. He completed the 
natural hat trick at 4:06 of 
the third period, this time 
assisted by Lucas Carson 
and O’Donnell. 

A minute and a half 
later, it was 4-1 Kings on 
a goal by Anthony Pede 
(Grein, Goodwin), with 
the Siskins getting one 
back at 12:44. That’s how 
it would stand at the final 
buzzer.

Botelho stopped 28 of 
30 on route to the win. 
The Kings were 0-4 on 
the power play, while the 
Siskins were 1-4.

“Even more than Friday, 
we had a more disciplined 
effort on Sunday. After 
they (Siskins) scored 
that first one in the first 
minute, I thought that 
the guys kind of said ‘OK, 
time to go,’ and they did 
it the right way. I don’t 
want to say takeover 
because I don’t want to 
take anything away from 
Waterloo because they’re 
a good team too, but I 
thought we carried the 
play,” said Collins.

Brody Leblanc was obvi-
ously phenomenal – three 
goals. When you’ve got 
a guy doing that for you 
on a particular night, it 
certainly gives you a good 
chance to win,” he added, 
noting Leblanc’s weekend 
included two more short-
handed goals.

“He’s proven to be 
dangerous in every facet 

of the game – I’m glad he’s 
on our team.”

The Kings have a quiet 
weekend ahead with just 
one game on tap – they 
welcome the Brantford 
Bandits (2-17-1) to the 
WMC on Sunday evening. 
The puck drops at 7 p.m.

That match will be a 
chance for some payback 
to the Midwestern Confer-
ence’s last-place team.

“We’re looking forward 
to getting our hands 
on them. Last time we 
played them they beat 
us at home. I hope the 
guys can find a way to 
get excited for that one 
because one you want to 
take care of home ice and 
make it a difficult place 
to play for other teams. 
You have an opportunity 
to for redemption and 
take advantage of it,” said 
Collins.

people to understand 
where they can have some 
input and to make it really 
easy for people,” she said.

There’s been plenty 
of chatter on an online 
“friends of Winterbourne” 
group, she added.

“We’re really encour-
aging everybody who 
uses that bridge, whether 
they’re people within the 
neighbourhood or other 
people who access it – I 
know a lot of the cycling 
groups from Kitchener 
and some in Guelph used 
to use the bridge as a 
means to get around – to 
give their ideas. I’m sure 
there’s going to be a really 

Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz.  The residents 
are looking for an official 
pedestrian crosswalk 
at the west intersection 
of Church Street and 
Snyder Avenue, including 
button-activated flashing 
lights and simultaneous 
blinking lights and signs 
at the top of both hills on 
Church Street alerting 
motorists to pedestrians 
crossing the road ahead.

The matter was referred 
to regional staff, which 
expects to have an initial 
report by mid-January.

Such reviews typically 
involve traffic counts and 
the timing of gaps between 
vehicles to determine if 
the likes of crosswalks, 
stop signs and traffic 
lights are warranted. 
Safety concerns some-
times see councils over-
ride recommendations 

great response from our 
community residents.”

Tucker noted the public 
feedback will help narrow 
down the list of design 
options.

“We’re going to take 
back all the feedback we 
get from the residents, 
we’ll meet as a project 
team and finalize the 
design concept, because 
right now we have three 
potential options for a 
deck orientation,” he said. 
“We also talked about 
different railings, differ-
ent decks, so we want to 
see what the public really 
wants out there. Once we 
get a good sense of that, 
the project team will final-

ize a design concept, and 
we’ll go out for a public 
consultation centre for a 
second time. 

“We’re hoping to do 
that early in the new year, 
probably January, Febru-
ary,” said Tucker, noting 
the goal is to then move 
onto construction.

“We are including it in 
the 2022 capital budget. 
We’ll see council, how 
they deliberate and debate 
that, but we are looking to 
construct this next year 
pending council budget 
approval.”

The online presenta-
tion can be found on the 
township’s website, www.
woolwich.ca.

BRIDGE: Current plan calls for structure to be  
rehabilitated for pedestrian use as part of 2022 budget

→FROM 1

CROSSWALK: As Church Street is a regional road, the fate of community’s request will be decided at that level
→FROM 1 that the measures aren’t 

warranted. 
Shantz, who serves as 

Woolwich’s representa-
tive on regional council, 
said the matter is likely 
to come to council after 
the committee phase, 
adding what the Chartwell 
residents are asking for 
appears sensible.

“It’s not a real pedes-
trian-friendly section of 
road,” she said. “It seems 
like a reasonable request.”

Crossing the road at 
that location is risky and 
requires much patience 
during certain times of the 
day when traffic is backed 
up in all directions, say 
residents.

Eugene Read, a resident 
at Chartwell for the past 
two months, said “the 
trucks that come over both 
hills, come down fast.  I 
look, start to walk, and 
over the hill they come.” 

His wife Charlotte 
added, “From our room 
window we see the school 
buses stop in front of the 
Thrift Store crossing area 
that tells “pedestrians 
yield to traffic.”  There are 
also kids who do not take 
the bus that cautiously 
wait for a break in traffic 
on their way to and from 
school.”

“When I walk to the 
arena, I go to the island 
in front of the Thrift Shop 
because the intersection at 
Snyder and Church streets 
is too dangerous.  Maybe 
the engineers should look 
at the awkward angle 
design of the intersection.  
Cyclists have a time, too, 
at this corner,” said Lorne 
Martin, who has lived at 
Chartwell for nine years. 

Given that Church 
Street is a regional road, 
Woolwich council can 
only support the resi-

dents’ position when they 
discuss it on Tuesday 
night, as regional council 
is the deciding body.

“They can’t OK the proj-
ect, but they can certainly 
endorse the request that 
was put through by the 
residents,” said Grose of 
the planned presentation 

to Woolwich council.
The residents are also 

looking for public support, 
encouraging people to 
share their concerns about 
the intersection by email-
ing comments to Region of 
Waterloo traffic engineer-
ing supervisor Mike Jones 
at MJones@regionofwa-

terloo.ca. Hard copies 
can be dropped off at 
Chartwell or downtown at 
Read’s Decorating Centre 
during business hours.  
The deadline for letter 
submission is November 
30 in order to be included 
in a package being deliv-
ered to the region.
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get  
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

Opinion “The cost of living is skyrocketing and work-
ers and their families are feeling the brunt of 
it. While some companies are making gigan-
tic pandemic profits – yet now talking about 
passing on higher costs to everyday people 
– elected officials must stay focussed on 
helping working people and their fami-
lies who are the ones suffering the most.” 
Bea Bruske is president of the Canadian Labour Congress.

More than 1 in 10 people aged 15 and 
older said that they always or often 
felt lonely when asked in the; some 
30% said they sometimes felt lonely, 
half  are rarely or never felt this way. 
Canadian Social Survey for August and September 2021

Verbatim The Monitor

Among her critiques of the province’s handling of 
environmental matters, Auditor General Bonnie 
Lysyk this week found Ontario is unlikely to meet 
its waste diversion targets because businesses 

aren’t doing enough recycling.
The government hasn’t take steps to increase diversion of 

industrial, commercial and institutional waste, she said in the 
Annual Report of Environment Audits.

That means landfill sites are going to fill up much faster than 
anticipated. The Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks estimates that all existing landfill capacity in the province 
will be exhausted in the next 11 to 14 years.

Businesses and institutions generate at least 7.2 million tonnes 
of waste per year – 60 per cent of the waste in Ontario, whereas 
residential waste accounts for 40 per cent. Most of the emphasis – 
and success – has come on the residential side, where 50 per cent 
of waste was diverted in 2018. By comparison, just 15 per cent of 
industrial and business waste was diverted.

“More than 98 per cent of businesses and institutions are not 
required to recycle, so they often don’t,” Lysyk said. “Sending 
waste to landfills is relatively cheap, so even easily recyclable 
products from places like offices, restaurants, movie theatres, 
retail stores and warehouses end up as landfill garbage.”

The Ministry of the Environment estimates 12 million tonnes of 
non-hazardous waste is generated in Ontario each year, although 
other data sources indicate it may be closer to 15 million tonnes. 
The goal is to diver half of all waste by 2030, and 80 per cent by 
2050. 

Clearly there’s a way to go on the commercial side, where 
adoption has lagged well behind the residential portion. As 
consumers, there’s much we can do to help change that equation, 
a way we can further show the message is sinking in – many of us 
are mindful of over-packaged goods, for instance – but it’s a slow 
process.

As individuals we’re starting to make some changes, smarter 
choices. On the whole, however, Ontarians are generating more 
waste than ever. That has much to do with industry rather than 
individual actions, but the two are connected.

In the case of excess packaging and products such as 
single-serving food items, business takes its cue from consumers: 
if we stop buying such goods, or shift our dollars to less-waste-
ful choices, they’ll take note. In the meantime, industry is also 
encouraged to reduce how much waste they generate behind the 
scenes as part of the manufacturing process.

That’s not just good for the environment, but also for the 
bottom line, cutting material costs and, at the end of the process, 
disposal fees.

Much of the impetus will be on us as consumers, however. 
Change will come because we demand it. Otherwise, we’ll be 
waiting much longer.

It’s a matter of choices. Moving away from our penchant 
for disposable items, for instance. Using quality, long-lasting 
equipment that can be serviced and reused rather than discarded 
minimizes waste. This practice supports quality manufacturers. 
Higher initial costs are often justified by lower replacement and 
disposal costs as equipment is in use for a longer period.

Choose reusable products rather than single-use items. Simple 
measures such as reusing ceramic mugs instead of using dispos-
able cups, using cloth shopping bags rather than disposable 
plastic ones or using rechargeable batteries  mean less waste and 
lower costs.

When you purchase products keep in mind what will become 
of them at their end-of-life. Materials that can

be fully recycled, or that are made of recycled materials mean 
less energy consumption in remanufacturing and less

materials in the landfill.
We’re starting to think in those terms, but haven’t fully 

embraced the concept. We are rather wedded to our North Amer-
ican consumption patterns. Changing that will fuel the drive to 
the 80 per cent diversion rate.

Province falling behind 
on efforts to divert waste

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Commercially available 
quadcopter drones carry-

ing small amounts of explo-
sives are “the most concerning 
tactical development since the 
rise of the improvised explosive 
device in Iraq,” U.S. Marine 
Gen. Kenneth McKenzie Jr., 
senior U.S. commander for the 
Middle East, said last February. 
But now drones are political 
weapons as well, and it will get 
worse.

Two weeks ago three quad-
copters flew into the heav-
ily fortified ‘Green Zone’ in 
Baghdad to attack the home of 
Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa 
al-Kadhimi, who won last 
month’s national election 
and is working to form a new 
coalition government (usually a 
months-long haggle in Iraq).

Two of the drones were shot 
down, but the third dropped 
explosives that blew in 
Kadhimi’s front door, injured at 
least five guards, and wounded 
the prime minister’s wrist. If he 
had died, he would have been the 
first senior politician killed by a 
drone, but that honour will have 
to go to someone else. We proba-
bly won’t have to wait too long.

Small quadcopter drones 
were first used by ‘Islamic 
State’ during the siege of Mosul 
in 2017, and the main venue is 
still Iraq. A drone loaded with 
a 2-kilo munition was found on 
a rooftop in central Baghdad 

The attack of the killer drones
ANALYSIS ON CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

in March, another was found 
nearby after it crashed in July, 
and U.S. forces shot down a 
quadcopter carrying explosives 
over the U.S. embassy later that 
month.

Long-range, million-dol-
lar drones have been killing 
people remotely for  a more 
than a decade, but those are 
big aircraft making big explo-
sions and they usually avoid 
densely populated urban areas. 
They won the war for Azerbai-
jan against Armenia last year, 
which was their first decisive 
use in a ‘conventional’ war. But 
now we are seeing something 
quite different.

“I’m not just talking about 
large unmanned platforms, 
which are the size of a conven-
tional fighter jet that we can 
see and deal with by normal 
air defense means,” explained 
General Mackenzie. “I’m 
talking about ones you can go 
out and buy at Costco right now 
for $1,000.”

If you have some people who 
are good at making improvised 
explosive devices (a fairly wide-
spread skill these days), then 
buy yourself a clutch of drones 
big enough to carry two or three 
kilos each and you can go into 

business right away.
Otherwise, you’ll have to 

figure out how to make ‘IEDs’ 
for yourself by trial and error 
– and do bear mind that errors 
are generally lethal. But the 
golden age of political assassi-
nations, dormant for a century, 
is probably on its way back in. 

You can shoot down quadcop-
ters, of course, but they are small, 
fast-moving targets. They can be 
launched in large numbers, and 
they can avoid detection until 
the last moment by staying low 
amid the urban clutter. If they 
are actively guided you can jam 
the signal, but if they are follow-
ing a pre-programmed flight 
path using GPS there’s no signal 
to jam.

They’re also untraceable. 
Even if you find the bits after 
the thing exploded, there will 
be no markings on the pieces 
that let you trace it back to the 
person who bought it.

What caused the recent 
unpleasantness in Iraq was 
that Khadhimi’s party won the 
right to form the new govern-
ment in the October election, 
while the pro-Iranian militias 
lost two-thirds of their seats in 
parliament. It was a surpris-
ingly fair election, but the mili-
tias automatically claimed foul. 
(They even borrowed Trump’s 
slogan: “Stop the Steal.”)

On November 5, stone-throw-

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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Editor's 
Point of View

Taking a pause from the spending-fuelled race to Christmas

time. Spend, spend, spend 
is the mantra – now more 
than ever given consumer-
ism as the salvation for the 
faltering economy.

The economic focus of 
Christmas is a clear indica-
tion that capitalism is our 
new religion, a trend that 
the Buy Nothing Christ-
mas movement looks to 
reverse.

By downplaying 
consumerism, the groups 
says, we can enjoy holi-
days that are richer in 
meaning, smaller in 
impact upon the earth and 
greater in giving to people 
less privileged.

Beyond the religious 
aspect, there’s a living-
lighter-on-the-Earth 
philosophy behind the 
cause, one that looks at 
the vast amounts waste 
– not to mention carbon 

– generated by the manu-
facturing, shipping and 
sales associated with our 
gift-giving extravaganza. 

On a wider level, many 
of us are becoming consid-
ered about the disparities 
inherent in our economic 
system, including its lack 
of sustainability. 

A Buy Nothing Christ-
mas, or even some effort at 
scaling back, is certainly 
at odds with our some-
times desperate search to 
find something, anything 
for the hard-to-buy-for 
people on our Christmas 
lists, no matter what kind 
of junk we ultimately 
settle on. Instead of a nice 
homemade gift – perhaps 
even some cookies – we’re 
conditioned to believe that 
we have to go out to the 
store and buy something 
readymade.

Proponents of home-
spun gifts – from baked 
goods to offers of babysit-
ting – argue we’ve got our 
priorities backwards. That 

handmade should be seen 
as preferable to store-
bought: giving something 
plastic made in China and 
covered in shrink-wrap 
should be dumb. That 
should be thoughtless, 
instead of the backwards 
take most of us have on 
giving gifts.

Instead of wandering 
around the mall spend-
ing money for the sake of 
spending money, we’re 
advised to bake a cake, 
make a wooden toy, or 
give the gift of time, for 
instance.

But even buy-nothing 
advocates know most of 
us are stuck in a shopping 
rut, that the peer pressure 
to consume shiny objects 
is overarching.

It is hard to shake off 
the notions we hold, even 
if our idea of a traditional 
Christmas is only a few 
generations old. We’re 
addicted to stuff, includ-
ing brightly-wrapped stuff 
under the tree. Quitting 

that cold turkey might be 
too much to ask, both as 
shoppers and recipients of 
other people’s Christmas 
spending. Perhaps the 
transition could include 
being more mindful when 
making choices, including 
the likes of buying local, 
which strengthens the 
local economy and can 
help with the environmen-
tal impacts. 

The local aspect is 
especially important as 
we try to recover from the 
pandemic and associated 
lockdowns. There’s a 
bigger impact when shop-
ping local and supporting 
small businesses, opera-
tions that were hit much 
harder than the large 
chains. Shopping locally 
with small businesses can 
also help reduce waste, 
along with having a much 
larger impact on the local 
economy.

In that vein, spending 
on services or on natural 
products as opposed to 

plastic-and-soon-to-be-
landfilled items are also 
options. 

Such choices not only 
make an immediate differ-
ence on holiday spending 
trends, but reinforce that 
consumers have the ulti-
mate say when it comes 
to countering decades 
of corporate messaging 
reinforced by a financial 
sector hell-bent on forcing 
everyone into debt. The 
imposed consumer culture 
may seem all-encompass-
ing, but individual choices 
can make a difference, 
even if the shifts take years 
to reach a tipping point.

There’s also charitable 
gift-giving to consider, 
either sourcing items from 
charities themselves or 
foregoing the exchange 
of stuff we probably don’t 
need in favour of helping 
those in need, locally or 
internationally, in the 
name of those who’d 
otherwise get stuff they 
probably don’t need. 

While that’s a fine idea, 
it does raise the issue 
of the growing need for 
charity in our increasingly 
unequal society. In the 
long run, would be better 
off changing the nature 
of consumerism and the 
balance of power in favour 
of increased fairness, the 
better to reduce the under-
lying need for charitable 
contributions. A systemic 
shift is a long-term goal, 
part of reaching that 
tipping point.

For now, one really 
strong argument in Buy 
Nothing Christmas’ 
favour, however, probably 
lives in your own memo-
ries: thinking back on 
Christmases past, do you 
get more joy remember-
ing the things you got or 
from the time spent with 
family and friends, some 
of whom may no longer be 
with you today?

I know it’s the latter for 
me. And that’s the real 
spirit of Christmas. And it 
can’t be bought at the mall. With supply chain woes, staff shortages and transportation issues, Black Friday ain't what it used to be.

Tomorrow’s Black 
Friday mayhem 

kicks the Christmas 
buying season into high 
gear. Long an American 
Thanksgiving tradition, 
the buying frenzy used 
to see Canadians flock 
for border crossings to 
join the fray. Today, with 
online shopping and 
many Canadian retailers 
attempting to compete, 
there’s much less effort 
involved.

Make that no effort 
if you take to heart Buy 
Nothing Day.

Launched in Vancouver 
in 1992 and promoted by 
Adbusters, Buy Nothing 
Day has coincided with 
Black Friday since 1997. Its 
message of taking a break 
in our relentless consum-
erism has since spread to 
some 65 countries. 

The event eventually 
gave rise to the Buy Noth-
ing Christmas movement, 
a real challenge for many 
of us who can’t even take 
a one-day break from our 
shopping habits.

Given an official launch 
in 2001 by a group of 
Winnipeg Mennonites, 
Buy Nothing Christmas 
is an attempt to not only 
buck consumerism, but to 
rediscover the true nature 
of Christmas – more Jesus, 
less Santa, as it were.

Born from religion, 
including roots in pagan-
ism and animism, Christ-
mas has become much 
less about any theism and 
much more about the larg-
est of the isms: capitalism.

Fewer of us are attend-
ing services, leading to 
the demise of traditional 
churches. Far more of us 
will spend time at the mall 
– figuratively – than at 
church this holiday season 
despite projections that 
holiday spending will be 
lower this year.

We’ve long decried 
the secularization of 
Christmas, with Santa 
supplanting Jesus and 
gifts trumping family 
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

The intrepid hunter has brushes with greatness

dog for the ride home.
As a result, after every 

outing with your dog, 
a hunter must spend at 
good deal of time brush-
ing out both ends of the 
dog – and sometimes, if 
it has hunted through 
particularly thick cover, 
you’re not sure which end 
is which.

To be honest, I spend 
more time brushing my 
dog’s hair than I do my 
own. And it shows.

This is fraught with 
peril. When you spend all 
that time and care brush-
ing out your dog’s hair, you 
risk the ire of the woman 
you love. After all, this 
uncharacteristic activity 
does not go unnoticed 
by other members of the 
family – especially if you 
ask them how to do braids.

Eventually, they will 
see how careful, gentle 

and meticulous you are at 
brushing out your dog’s 
ears and tail and they 
will ask the question that 
strikes terror into our 
hearts. 

They say, “Can you 
brush out my hair?”

There is no good answer. 
Can you? Certainly you 

can.
Can you do it without 

repeatedly patting her 
on the head and saying, 
“Who’s a good girl?”

Well, that takes more 
focus than most of us 
possess.

Also, no matter how 
you try to convey it, the 
woman in your life cannot 
see that these are two very 
different things. With one, 
you are doing it solely 
out of love to deepen the 
bonds in the relationship 
and show gratitude for all 
the things your partner 
does for you. With the 
other, you are just doing it 
out of necessity, and only 
because she asked. 

Also, your dog forgives 

you if you pull too hard 
on a tangle or use scissors 
to cut out a particularly 
difficult piece.

It’s no wonder the 
people you buy hunting 
dogs from fail to mention 
this. Otherwise, we would 
all be looking for breeds 
with much less hair.

Having said all this, I 
actually enjoy sitting with 
my dog after a hunt and 
making sure that all the 
stowaways in her coat are 
removed. And I also like 
how she appears to enjoy 
the attention and gentle 
care given so that she her 
coat can be mat-free. 

The other day Jenn 
asked me why I do it so 
diligently.

I told her it was because 
I didn’t feel it was fair for 
an innocent creature to 
have to live with so much 
irritation.

She then asked if I felt 
the same about her.

I said yes and spent the 
next few hours alone in the 
basement.

The other day I asked 
Jenn if she had any 

thoughts on the best meth-
ods for removing burrs 
and other clingy vegeta-
tion from long ear hair.

She suggested I wouldn’t 
have that problem if I just 
trimmed them more often.

It was a good answer, but 
I was asking for the dog.

If you own a bird dog, 
you probably understand.

That’s because at the 
end of any hunt, the 
typical bird dog comes in 
with enough vegetation 
to restock a large seed 
library. Most of it is buried 
and tangled in their ears 
and tails. 

It’s no wonder, either. A 
good bird dog will shimmy 
though places filled with 
so many burrs, thorny 
canes and stickers that it 
is a wonder they come out 
the other side.  In fact, I 
have often thought that if 
I attached a Velcro strip 
in the back seat of my car, 
I wouldn’t need to put a 
seatbelt harness on the 

Saskadelphia was released in 
2021 by The Tragically Hip as 
a six song EP. The songs were 
Gordon Lightfoot covers and 
featured Stephen Page on 
vocals.

The Tragically Hip dedicated 
the first track of their album In 
Between Evolution to former 
Elmira resident Dan Snyder.

A WMC fundraising concert by 
local band Funky Rudy offered 
a chance for two attendees to 
golf with two members of The 
Tragically Hip at the Elmira 
golf course.

 ↆ LAST WEEK: It was another week of split results for our online 
players. While we agree, all of last week's 2T1L seemed unlikely to be 
true, only one was a lie. TRUE: The business Breath Patrol did exist 
and operated out of a location on Earl Martin Dr. Elmira. TRUE: Multiple 
explosions at then Crompton (Lanxess) demonstrated the need for 
more public education responding to emergencies. While emergency 
shelter-in-place sirens blared, hundreds of residents rushed towards 
the burning chemical plant. LIE: A Maryhill business dedicated to 
weightloss called Fatso Gone was a lie. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

ing militia supporters 
marched on the Green 
Zone to protest. The police 
opened fire, dozens of 
people were injured, and 
at least one demonstra-
tor, maybe two, died. The 
drone attack on Kadhimi’s 
house, ‘safe’ inside the 
Green Zone, came just two 
days later.

It doesn’t take much 
by the way of offense to 
motivate people into doing 

something that’s so cheap 
and safe (for the attacker). 
Even if the attack fails, 
the authorities probably 
won’t be able to find the 
perpetrator. Just wait a 
month or so, and try again 
from a different direction 
with different speeds and 
altitudes.

It’s inevitable that this 
technique will spread 
rapidly far beyond Iraq, 
and that politicians and 
other prominent public 

DYER: Technology means altered tactics to keep leaders safe from harm
figures will be vulnerable 
to it in every country, even 
the well-run ones. They 
will need more security 
than before, perhaps 
much more, and even that 
will not guarantee their 
safety.

And there may be one 
more step in this dance. 
It’s not normally a good 
idea for a killer drone 
to be in direct radio 
contact with the person 
who launches it, but if 

that person has access to 
face-recognition soft-
ware it might be possible 
to make remote attacks 
outdoors on individual 
people with relatively 
little ‘collateral damage.’ Is 
nothing safe?

Of course not. It never 
was, really. Kings needed 
food-tasters to avoid being 
poisoned; presidents and 
prime ministers just need 
different kinds of protec-
tion.

 �What is the 
region really 
protecting?

To the Editor,
“I am groundwater and 

I’m worth protecting.” 
This is the Region of 
Waterloo’s slogan in its 
latest marketing campaign 
promoting our reliance 
on groundwater, and our 
need to protect it. You hear 
it on radio, see it on transit 
buses, and read it on social 
media. I would revise this 
slogan to “I am ground-
water. I’m what you drink, 
and I’m worth protecting.” 
But is the region (really) 
‘protecting’ our ground-
water, and how far are they 
willing to go to protect it?

Aquifers are the source 
of the water we drink. 
Rain or melted snow soaks 
into the ground, moving 
through layers of sand, 

gravel, and rock which acts 
as natural filtration before 
making its way to the 
aquifer. When this filter is 
removed, the risk of water 
contamination rises.

In Wilmot Township, 
there is a gravel pit appli-
cation that proposes to 
operate within a ‘Regional 
Wellhead Protection Area,’ 
‘Source Water Protec-
tion Area,’ and ‘Sensitive 
Recharge Area,’ leaving an 
inadequate buffer between 
the pit floor, and the 
aquifer that feeds drinking 
water wells.

It’s anticipated that the 
region will provide its 
blessing on this gravel pit 
application, which begs 
the question: If the region 
isn’t willing to protect our 
groundwater at its source 
from possible contamina-
tion, then what are they 
really protecting?

Rory Farnan
CITIZENS FOR SAFE GROUND WATER

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Get a chance to win pair of tickets 
to St. Jacobs Playhouse theatre.
Visit us online to enter our draw. Win 1 of 5 
pairs to a Closer Walk with Patsy Cline.

→FROM 8

Trust in the Observer. Delivering the local market for more than 25 years.Trust in the Observer. Delivering the local market for more than 25 years.

LOCAL
LIKE YOU.
LOCAL
LIKE YOU.

519-669-5790 ext104
donna@woolwichobserver.com

Advertising in print 
newspapers is 4 times more 
effective than social media, 
has increased memory recall 
and provides better brand lift 
— that’s not fake news.

Advertising in print 
newspapers is 4 times more 
effective than social media, 
has increased memory recall 
and provides better brand lift 
— that’s not fake news.

The 2021-22 Media Kit is in the mail to area 
businesses. We appreciate your business.

 Plan a robust 2022 advertising 
campaign using the #1 local media 
 Plans to accommodate all budgets

observerxtra.com/contest
Contest ends Nov 30, 21
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

Business An existing on-farm business east of Elmira 
will be brought into conformity, as Woolwich 
council this week approved a zone-change 
application for Edgar Reist’s property at 6681 
Line 86. Reist Farm Supplies will be permit-
ted to continue farm-related businesses 
consisting of agricultural equipment sales 
and service, sale of maple syrup supplies, 
and bulk maple syrup sales.

This Small Business Saturday, many belea-
guered small business owners (49%) are 
worried that customers have moved to big 
businesses and will not return, according to 
new survey results from the Canadian Federa-
tion of Independent Business (CFIB). Consum-
ers are predicting they will spend twice as 
much at big box stores and online giants than 
at small businesses (online and in person).

On-farm biz OK’d Small Business Saturday

Long before the COVD-
19 pandemic, thou-

sands of rural Ontario 
stories were waiting to be 
told – stories about chal-
lenges and opportunities, 
adventures and misad-
ventures, experiences, 
concerns and aspirations 
that are unique to those 
who live there.

And now there’s a new 
chance for those stories to 
be told.

On Wednesday, the 
People’s Archive of Rural 
Ontario (PARO) was 
launched (www.ruralon-
tario.org). This free, 
online initiative, based 
out of the University of 
Guelph with support from 
Rural Ontario Institute, 
is a story collecting and 
story-telling space, avail-
able to everyone.

Some stories will be 
about the pandemic, for 
sure. But as much as it 
affected rural Ontario, 
it didn’t define it. PARO 
believes that by telling 
stories, bridges of under-
standing will be built 
between urban and rural 
Ontario.

PARO needed a very 
active committee to put 
it together, but it really 
began with a connection 
between Guelph Prof. 
Sharada Srinivasan, 
Canada Research Chair 
in Gender, Justice and 
Development, and India 
journalist P. Sain-
ith, who founded the 
ground-breaking People’s 
Archives of Rural India 
(PARI).

Sainith, a guest speaker 
at the PARO unveiling 

Publish your  
rural story in the 
people’s archive

Wednesday, is sensitive to 
information and knowl-
edge being controlled 
and hoarded by repres-
sive governments. That’s 
been a huge problem 
historically in India and 
some other countries, 
where the upper class 
and decision makers held 
a monopoly on librar-
ies and higher educa-
tion. Public access was 
restricted and history 
was written from limited 
perspectives.    

That all sounds like a 
nightmare from some 
other era. But Sain-
ith maintains that the 
India government has 
not changed its privi-
leged ways. He points to 
the deplorable way it’s 
treated farmers there over 
the past couple years, 
ramming through legis-
lation that imposed huge 
changes on them then 
ignoring their concerns. 

Sainith advocates that 
repositories of knowledge 
be open and representa-
tive, which is where the 
idea of a people’s archive 
came to him. He and 
his team gather stories, 
curate them and post 
them on the PARI site, 
where they will live in 
perpetuity.

The same open 
approach will propel 
PARO forward. Rural 
Ontario is not repressed 
in the same way as rural 
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Getting stock is a challenge for the likes of Gerard Demaiter at Benjamin Tree Farm. Justine Fraser

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

AN INCREASE IN 
DEMAND LAST year had 
holiday tree sellers notic-
ing a shortage in supply. 
With more people staying 
home, more trees lit up 
living rooms, providing a 
sense of warmth. 

Shoppers are being told 
to buy their trees early 
this year to avoid the mad 
dash that may be coming 
the first week of Decem-
ber. 

“We would recommend 
that most people should 
buy earlier – that’s the 
best way to play it safe. 
I do feel there will be a 
shortage; last year a lot 
of farms in the area had 

posted on social media by 
December 5 or 6, ‘we’re 
sold out for the year.’ So 
I do recommend going 
early to play it safe if you 
don’t want to be disap-
pointed,” said Gerard 
Demaiter, co-owner of 
Benjamin Tree Farm near 
St. Jacobs. 

“We saw a large 
increase of Christmas 
tree sales last year with 
everyone being home 
and not much going on. 
There was about a 20 per 
cent increase in sales last 
year due to the increased 
demand.”

Benjamin Tree Farm 
grows its own supply of 
Christmas trees that they 
sell annually to custom-
ers in the region. They 

also buy a large amount 
of their supply every year 
from one of Canada’s 
growers.

Sudden shifts in 
demand can be difficult 
to meet given that it takes 
eight to 12 years to grow 
a Christmas tree, noted 
Demaiter.  

“We’ve been feeling 
the shortage for a few 
years now. For a few 
years, a lot of the growers 
have not been taking on 
new customers; a lot of 
the wholesalers, their 
current customer base 
has enough demand for 
everything that they can 
supply. So it’s been very 
hard for people to even 
find new growers to work 
with because everyone is 

all sold out very early in 
the year.”

With young people 
unable to easily go into 
farming even as estab-
lished growers moving 
into retirement, Demaiter 
said there are fewer tree 
farmers to buy from. In 
2011, for instance, census 
information from Statis-
tics Canada showed there 
were 2,381 Christmas tree 
farmers in the country. 
Just five years later, there 
were 1,872.

 “Every year there’s 
becoming less, unfor-
tunately. There’s 
enough right now, but 
your options are being 
reduced. The reason is the 
land pricing has skyrock-

→TREE SHORTAGE 12

Real trees are in real short supply
Demand has accentuated a years-long, decline in supply of Christmas trees

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

*Expires  Nov 30/21

We want to send five couples back to live theatre on us!
Welcome back to Live Theatre!
⚠Contest Alert Visit observerxtra.com, click on the picture of the Drayton 

Theatre on the front page and follow the instructions. 
*Winners are randomly selected through third party app.

Food For Thought
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Notice of Intention to Pass Fees 
and Charges By-Law

The Region of Waterloo intends to pass a By-law to Establish Fees and Charges, which 
includes new fees and charges, as well as amendments and/or removal of existing fees 
and charges. Some of the changes included in the by-law are for transit services, 
waste management services, legal services, community planning, airport services, 
cultural services, children’s services, seniors’ services and paramedic services.

The by-law will be considered at the Regular Council Meeting, where the Final 2022 
Budget approval will also occur, scheduled for:

Wednesday, December 15, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
 Held electronically in the Council Chamber 

2nd Floor, Administration Building
150 Frederick Street, Kitchener

A copy of the proposed by-law will be available for review in the Council and Adminis-
trative Services Office, Region of Waterloo, 2nd Floor, 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener. 
If you have questions concerning the amendments, please email:
budgets@regionofwaterloo.ca.

If you wish to speak at the Council meeting regarding the proposed by-law, please 
register as a delegation with the Region's Council and Administrative Services 
Division, using the Delegation form at https://forms.regionofwaterloo.ca/Council- 
and-Administrative-Services/CAS/Delegation-Registration or by calling 519-575- 4400 
by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, December 13, 2021.

Dated this 23rd day of November, 2021.

William Short
Director, Council and Administrative Services/Regional Clerk 
150 Frederick Street, 2nd Floor, Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4J3 
regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and 
agencies regarding this by-law are being collected to assist the Region of Waterloo in 
making a decision. Under the “Municipal Act”, personal information such as name, 
address, telephone number, and property location that may be included in a submis-
sion becomes part of the public record. Questions regarding the collection of this 
information should be referred to Council and Administrative Services.

3868737

3865 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-7575

VILLAGE
HOME
HARDWARE

www.homehardware.ca

Your donation matters.

It matters to every patient across 
Canada. Because it’s something 
we can do today to help others 
wake up healthier tomorrow.

The Next Linwood Clinic:  
at Linwood Community Centre
Friday, December 3, 2021
4 – 8 pm 

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter

1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

Stratford  
500 Wright Blvd
519-271-2111 or 
1-877-699-0601

Listowel
515 Maitland Ave. S
519-291-3276 

Visit southwestvets.ca

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing. 
If you are feeling unwell or have 
come in contact with someone 

who has tested positive for 
COVID-19, please reschedule 

 ↆ L I N W O O D  B L O O D  D O N O R

eted and the initial costs 
for any young person to 
get into farming, those 
costs are through the 
roof. They’re looking at a 
minimum of a multi-mil-
lion-dollar investment 
just to get started in 
farmland and equipment. 
It takes eight to 12 years to 
get your Christmas trees 
ready to market, so you 
have to have no income 
for the first eight years 
of growing your trees. 
How do you manage that, 
unless it’s being passed 
down?”

Despite some reports 
of shortages of some tree 
varieties, Demaiter said 
Benjamin’s will have its 
usual selection, though 
volumes will vary.

“We offer balsam fir, 
Fraser fir, blue spruce, 
white spruce and Norway 
spruce, the standard 
trees that we’ve always 
offered in the past. 
We have them all 
available again this 
year. Definitely all the 
popular choices, all the 
high-quality trees that 
people are looking for,“ 
he said.

“Last year maybe we 
only were short-shipped 
10 per cent; now this 
year, they’re saying ‘hey, 
we have to short-ship 25 
per cent,’ so that’s a big 
difference on what we 
have available to sell.”

The shortages have 
been a growing issue for 
the 1st Elmira Scouts, 
whose sale of trees is a 
longstanding yuletide 
tradition. 

 “There has actually 
been shortage for a 
number of years due to 
some recession, I want to 
say as far back as 2000,” 
said group commissioner 
Philippe Bertrand. “The 

impact, we started 
feeling a couple of years 
ago; we had a reduction 
in inventory for a few 
years compared to what 
we’ve brought in before, 
and I’m not certain 
exactly how many trees 
we’re going to get. We’re 
hoping to get exactly the 
same number as last year, 
but no guarantees.”

Bertrand noted the 
Scouts sold out of trees 
in two weeks during last 
year’s fundraising effort, 
which sees the group set 
up shop at the bandstand 
in Elmira.

TREE SHORTAGE: Elmira Scouts have been making adjustments for years 
with their annual fundraising sales

→ FROM 11
→ FROM 11

ROBERTS: While rural stories 
include agricultural activities and 
farmland, there’s also more to it

India. But it’s mostly a 
mystery to urbanities, 
which leaves it open 
to misinterpretation, 
misunderstanding and 
misrepresentation.  

That’s where PARO 
comes in. As Sainith says, 
collaborating with rural 
people, getting their 
consent and crediting 
them for their efforts 
builds trust, espe-
cially when the entire 
effort is connected to a 
non-partisan entity like 
a university, and people 
contribute stories them-
selves or with help from 
PARO itself.

Inevitably, questions 
will arise such as what is 
“rural,” and what consti-

tutes a rural story. 
Officially, Statistics 

Canada defines a rural 
area as one with a popu-
lation of under 1,000 
people. But, as PARO says, 
there are other consid-
erations as well, such 
as proximity to a town 
or city, and the types of 
activities that happen in 
that space.

Indeed, “rural” 
includes agricultural 
activities and farmland. 
But more. A holistic defi-
nition considers popula-
tion density, geography, 
infrastructure, human 
activities, economics and 
more. 

Check it out… and 
be part, or read part, of 
Ontario history.

“Last year was 
completely differ-

ent and this year 
is going to be 
completely differ-
ent again because 
now that we have 
vaccinations and 
we have indoor 
stuff open – we 

have a lot more 
businesses open,” 

said Bertrand, noting 
businesses and places 

people gather are often 
the ones buying larger 
trees. 

The Scouts will be sell-
ing trees again starting 
this Sunday, November 
28 at Gore Park in Elmira. 
All funds from their trees 
go to support the organi-
zation.

“Monday to Friday is 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Satur-
day is 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Sunday is noon to 
4. Weekends are usually 
very busy. I anticipate 
that we will sell out – but 
last year there was no 
Charlie Brown [trees] to 
be had.”
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A harvest of local 
farming innovation.
Connect to the land.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

Rural 
Connections

The Ontario Federation of Agriculture board 
of directors gave president Peggy Brekveld 
and the entire executive committee a vote 
of confidence this week, re-electingthem for 
a second consecutive term. Mark Reusser 
was re-elected as vice president for his sixth 
one-year term. Also elected as vice presi-
dent was Drew Spoelstra. Rounding out the 
executive committee is Crispin Colvin.

The Canadian Agricultural Safety Asso-
ciation (CASA) welcomed one new board 
member for 2021-2022 earlier this month. 
Peter Sykanda, farm policy analyst with the 
OFA, was elected by CASA’s membership to 
the seven-person board of directors.

OFA re-elects board CASA board member

1.800.556.9452        amiattachments.com

NOW
HIRING

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-3232371 Arthur St. S. Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

126 Bonnie Crs., Elmira 
www.rytechmachine.ca

Shoplifting has been 
on the rise in Cana-

dian supermarkets in 
recent months. And that 
ultimately costs us all.

Concrete data on theft 
in grocery stores is diffi-
cult to get since incidents 
are typically underre-
ported. Managers tend 
to take matters into their 
own hands.

But with the increas-
ing number of reports of 
theft, and security guards 
stationed inside and 
outside grocery stores, 
things are likely more 
complicated than we’re 
aware of.

Speaking with various 
retailers in Montreal, 
Halifax, Toronto and 
Vancouver – even those 
in the heart of neighbour-
hoods where crime rates 
are typically lower than 
average – thefts are a new 
cause for concern.

According to anecdotal 
estimates, the number 
of thefts has increased 
by 25 to 40 per cent in 
just the last six months. 

A midsized grocery store 
can easily catch 10 to 12 
shoplifters a week.

The cost of living and 
the price of food are 
enticing some people to 
find other ways to obtain 
supplies.

The most coveted items 
in supermarkets include 
meat such as ground 
beef, steaks, sausages and 
roasts, cheeses, spices and 
over-the-counter medi-
cines. Energy drinks and 
alcohol are also targets 
in provinces where beer, 
wines and spirits are sold 
in grocery stores.

Some people can steal 
up to $300 worth of 
products from multiple 
locations in a single day.

In addition, some 
employees may act as 
accomplices in internal 
thefts, either in the ware-
house or at the back of the 
store before the products 
are even on the shelves.

On average in Canada, 
every grocery store loses 
$3,000 to $4,000 worth in 
stolen groceries per week. 

Food theft is on the rise as prices climb

→ FOOD THEFT 14

Shoplifting is expected to become more prevalent as food prices continue to rise. 

With food inflation on the rise, that was to be expected. And the worst is yet to come

those charged have no 
criminal record. First 
offenders are often well 
educated, come from well-
off families, hold stable 
positions and enjoy a good 
reputation. Many are just 
down on their luck.

Obviously, self-service 

For every 500 supermar-
kets that open their doors 
every morning in Canada, 
the food in the equivalent 
of nine will be free that 
day due to theft.

That’s a lot of food, and 
the associated costs are a 
huge problem for retail-
ers.

Some merchants go to 
great lengths to prevent 
theft. Aside from the addi-
tion of security cameras 
and door people, hiring 
security guards also seems 
to pay off. Plainclothes 
mystery shoppers roam 
the aisles to catch thieves 
in the act. Although 

expensive, this strategy 
works well.

These offenders don’t 
have a typical profile – 
they come from all age 
groups and backgrounds. 
That makes catching them 
more difficult. In Canada, 
according to some crime 
experts, about half of all 



14  |  R U R A L  C O N N E C T I O N S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, November 25, 2021

For more informa�on visit: h�ps://www.cribit.com/grain-contracts

Let’s talk -   

 Top yielding
 Excellent standability
Great disease package
 Excellent crown rust tolerance
 Good straw yield

Contact us Today  julia@cribit.com | craig@cribit.com | 519-664-3701

NEW for 2022!
AAC Reid OatsOats Opportuni�es

for genes that fit your farm® 

Genes that fit your farm® is a  registered  trademark  of SeCan.

(Exclusive Release) 

Including a cereal in your rotation is important.

Consider a food grade oat or barley contract for 
your 2022 crop year.

VUA= Variety Use Agreement.

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

519-820-3799 7668 8th Line Drayton garyva@cleanfield.biz

Nutrient Management Plans & Strategies
Gary Van Ankum – Member of Recognized Consultants

checkouts can facilitate 
theft. It should therefore 
come as no surprise that 
surveillance has been 
added around these 
areas. With profit margins 
declining to near one per 
cent, the profitability of 
stores depends a great 
deal on increased surveil-
lance to minimize theft.

The great majority who 
follow the rules must pay 
extra for food due to shop-
lifting. For merchants 
to cover their costs, all 
consumers pay a premium 
of approximately about 
2.5 per cent for shoplifting 
and internal theft.

However, online shop-
ping makes theft impossi-
ble. Since the start of the 
pandemic, e-commerce 

for food has exploded. 
Canadians now buy more 
than $5 billion in food a 
year online. These sales 
are obviously safe from 
any temptation to take 
products and leave with-
out paying. Grocers know 
this and want to encour-
age online shopping to 
lower their risk.

Meanwhile, food infla-
tion is providing unpre-
dictable shocks in stores, 
and the situation could 
deteriorate in coming 
months. That means 
merchants will have to 
double their vigilance.

It should come as no 
surprise that some retail-
ers are using new methods 
to deter in-store delin-
quency.

The very first self-ser-

The province last 
week announced $25 

million in funding over 
three years to strengthen 
the agri-food supply 
chain. The goal is to 
prompt industry invest-
ment in projects that help 
address the processing 
capacity shortage and 
increase the sector’s 
competitiveness and 
resilience against future 
disruptions.

“Agriculture and food 
processing are a driving 
force that help power the 
Ontario economy and 
will contribute to our 
recovery and prosperity,” 
said Lisa Thompson, 
Minister of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs, 
in a release.“ This strate-
gic investment will not 
only boost capacity and 
competitiveness in Ontar-
io’s agri-food process-
ing sector, but it will 
also position the sector 
for long-term growth, 
create jobs, and promote 
economic opportunities 
for rural communities.”

Starting in 2021-22, 
the Strategic Agri-Food 
Processing Fund will 
provide grants of up to 
$3 million to agri-food 
processing businesses to 
invest in capital, equip-
ment and technology. The 
initiative aims to increase 
processing capacity and 
productivity while also 

enhancing the food secu-
rity of Ontarians.

The new funding was 
welcomed by the sector, 
including the National 
Farmers Union – Ontario 
(NFU-O).

“We are encouraged 
about what this could 
mean for farmers and 
food processors in 
Ontario, and are hopeful 
that this could bring some 
much-needed capacity to 
existing and new provin-
cial abattoir facilities,” 
said NFU-O president 
Don Ciparis in a release. 

“The timing of this 
investment in Ontario 
could not be better. The 
pandemic and current 
supply chain interrup-
tions have exposed the 
vulnerability of our food 
and trading system.”

Producers witnessed 
uncertainty among 
Ontario’s livestock meat 
processing industry 
throughout the COVID-
19 crisis. Abattoirs in 
Ontario have been on a 
steady decline over the 
past two decades, being 
replaced by larger plants 
and off-shore processing 
facilities. This has subse-
quently overwhelmed 
remaining abattoirs that 
now face a surge of live-
stock and leaves farmers 
backlogged with livestock 
and nowhere to go, the 
organization notes.

“This strain is felt 
even more in Eastern 
and Northern Ontario, 
where farmers need to 
drive two hours or more 
to have their animals 
processed, and book 
animals a year in advance. 
I am pleased to see a 
designated portion of 
the funding to support 
processing in northern 
and rural Ontario”, said 
Hilary Moore, chair of the 
NFU-O Abattoir Working 
Group. “This will help 
abattoirs to hire and train 
more staff and support 
capital investments in 
more and new equipment, 
allowing these small 
businesses to increase 
their kill and processing 
capacity, which will in 
turn allow livestock farm-
ers to meet the increasing 
demand for locally raised 
meats.”

“Investment in Ontar-
io’s farmers and food 
producers is always a step 
in the right direction, 
as we continue to see 
increasing levels of food 
imports and decreasing 
levels of food processing 
in Ontario, at a time when 
interest and demand in 
local food is at its high-
est”, Ciparis noted. “The 
NFU-O looks forward to 
providing input and feed-
back on the design and 
implementation of this 
funding program.”

→ FROM 13

Funding to increase capacity in 
the agri-food processing sector

Thefts are up an estimated 25-40% in 
the past six months alone.

vice grocery store opened 
in 1916 in Memphis, 
Tenn., under the name 
Piggly Wiggly. Previously, 
customers presented 
their shopping lists to 
employees, who collected 
the merchandise from 
the store shelves. Then 
the Piggly Wiggly founder 
had a revolutionary idea: 
allow customers to serve 
themselves.

Since then, we’ve been 
able to visit stores, see the 
products and place them 
in our basket. For the sake 
of our grocers, this privi-
lege shouldn’t be taken for 
granted.

 ↆ Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is 
senior director of the agri-food 
analytics lab and a professor in 
food distribution and policy at 
Dalhousie University.

FOOD THEFT: Consumers pay a premium of about 2.5%  
to cover the cost of shoplifting and internal theft

Reach local 
people at 
the right 
time every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to Wool-
wich, Wellesley 
and beyond.
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QUALITY DISCOUNTS 26 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-4032

Moonlight MadnessMoonlight Madness

50% OFF 
EVERYTHING IN THE STORE

Except snow boots, skates (and new or consignments) or half priced items

Thursday,
Dec. 2

22 Church St. W., Elmira
 519-669-5537

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 
Mon.- Sat. 8-6; Sun. 11-4

Moonlight 
MadnessMoonlight 
Madness

December 2,  6 – 9 pm

*Some exceptions apply. Discount taken at the 
till is equal to the tax.Personal shopping only. 
Can not be combined with any other offer.

6-7pm 15% off housewares, 

30% off Christmas décor

7-8pm 15% off already

 low prices on Toys and Games

8-9pm Save the tax 
in all departments* 

GAMES, 
DEMOS,

&

DOOR 
PRIZES

SHOP AWESOME CHRISTMAS GIFTS!

ChristmasChristmas
T HE  BROW NS  MENSW EAR  ANNUAL

SAVE 
25% OFF
ON MENS
CASUAL DESIGNER
CLOTHING

W.C. Brown and Sons
18-24 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.1152 | brownsmenswear.com
Sale Event Hours: Tues-Wed  9-6  |  Thur  9-9  |  Fri  9-9  |  Sat 9-5 *some exclusions apply

Sale On Now!Sale On Now!
DEC 1-4

MOONLIGHT MADNESS — Enter to WIN our FREE Give-A-Ways!

Moonlight MadnessMoonlight Madness

ALL CHRISTMAS  
DECORATIONS AND TOYS

December 2nd, 10am - 8pm

Follow all our shops 
Volunteers are always welcome

MADNESS

50% OFF

Volunteers are always welcome
Follow all our shops 

83 Arthur St. S. Elmira | 519-210-2040

5-9 
PM

Boxed Christmas Cards,
Calendars, Toys, Puzzles, 

Books, Scrapbooking,
12x12 albums

10% Off

519-669-3441

December  2,  9 am  to  9 pm

December 2, 2021
Downtown Elmira
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MOONLIGHT
MADNESS
9AM-8PM

15% OFF STOREWIDE!
ONE DAY ONLY SALE. 

9 A Church St. E., Elmira | 519-669-1480
STORE HOURS: Mon. 9-5, Tues. & Wed. 9-5:30, Thurs. & Fri. 9-6:30, Sat. 9-4

WITH SOME EXCEPTIONS. INSTOCK ITEMS ONLY. 

Open 8am to 10pm 7 DAYS A WEEK

519-669-1653 • 11 Arthur St. N., Elmira
in most departments

Thursday December 2nd

MOONLIGHT
MADNESS
IN STORE SPECIALS

JOIN US FOR

*Some exceptions may apply. See in store for full details.

DECEMBER 2, 6-9PM

44 ARTHUR ST S., ELMIRA

Free Delivery, No Minimum Toll Free: 1-855-669-2201

ELMIRA
1 Union Street, Ont N3B 3J9

Phone: 519.669.2201

ELORA
99 Geddes Street, Ont N0B 1S0

Phone: 519.846.5540

schelters.ca

LANG 2022 
WALL CALENDAR  

12 x 12, 
Over 50 styles in stock 

$ 18.49$ 18.49

Christmas Savings
Start NOW!

ULTIMATE FAMILY CALENDAR
14 x 18, Magne�zed for Fridges

$ 16.49$ 16.49

3M MAGIC TAPE
3PK (Best for Gi� Wrapping)

$ 7.99$ 7.99

WRAP UP
THE HOLIDAYS
Gift Bags, Gift Wrap, 

Tissue and Tags

REMEMBER 
EACH OTHER

Christmas Letterhead
and Boxed Cards

CELEBRATE
THE SEASON
Stocking Stuffers,

Teachers Gifts and Napkins

CREATIVE
CHRISTMAS

Art, Craft and 
Drawing Supplies

GET ONE FREE 
DESK TOP 2022 CALENDAR 

WITH EACH PURCHASE

PLUS!

December 2 and 3 ONLY

NEW!

Fast and Free Delivery 
to Home or Work

Shop at 
Schelters.CA

*A discount of 13 % applied to purchase of 
items in AD equal to Tax will be calculated

Moonlight Moonlight 
MadnessMadness

December 2, 2021
Downtown Elmira
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Read a local best  
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

Arts The Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony ended 
the 2020-21 season with a surplus of 
$377,000, the sixth consecutive year of 
surplus results for the KWS, the organiza-
tion's board heard at the annual general 
meeting last week. The meeting included 
the election of three new directors: elected 
to a three-year term were Julia Goyal, Mike 
Murray, and Rachel Smith-Spencer. 

The Stratford Festival this week announced 
it will present a full season in 2022, with 
10 major productions. Opening the new 
Tom Patterson Theatre will be Shake-
speare’s Richard III, coupled with All’s 
Well That Ends Well, the two plays that 
started the festival's first season in 1953. 
www.stratfordfestival.ca

KWS posts surplus Back on track in Stratford

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

WITH A NEW ALBUM 
THAT reflects aspects 
of Canada from climate 
change to social injustice, 
folk singer-songwriter 
James Gordon brings real-
life issues into his music. 
He spent much of his time 
during the pandemic lock-
downs in his home studio, 
creating new songs for his 
self-produced 40th album, 
When I Stayed Home.

“A lot of us got busy 
writing and recording, 
not being on the road. 
It wasn’t my intention 
during COVID to write 
songs about COVID – it’s 
always either there or in 
the background of the 
songs, just the impact 
that COVID had on all 
of us, but also I think it’s 
not all negative. That 
sounds strange, [but] I 
think COVID has given us 

Being stuck inside pays dividends for James Gordon
Guelph-based folk singer-songwriter James Gordon has a new album out as he begins performing live concerts again after the pandemic lockdowns. Submitted

all pause to reflect and to 
imagine what’s next. That 
could be a positive thing.”

A single off the album, 
‘The Great Divide,’ was 
released in the summer of 
2020, and focuses on the 
growing divide between 
people due to the econ-
omy. 

“I tend to wander into 
topics that not a lot of 
songwriters approach – 
they’ll find that I try to 
address those topics but 
leave people with a sense 
of hope around them,” 
said Gordon.  “There’s one 
of the songs called ‘We Are 
Broken But We’ll Mend’ 
that addresses COVID and 
there’s a line that goes ‘we 
all miss the human touch, 
hand in hand and heart 
to heart. There is only so 
much you feel from six 
feet apart.’ I think that 
can resonate with a lot of 
people.”

The Guelph-based musi-

cian’s 40th album comes 
just as he’s started return-
ing to live performances, 
including last night at the 
Guelph Black Heritage 
Society’s Heritage Hall 
where he performed with 
his sons Evan and Geordie 
for the first time since 
before the pandemic.

“That particular spot 
means a lot to me, and my 
kids performed there quite 
a bit throughout the years. 
I’m getting used to getting 
back on the stage, people 
are getting used to being 
in the audience.”

Referring to himself as a 
“gig-pig,” Gordon has been 
on the road touring since 
he was 20-years-old, the 
microscopic virus being 
the one thing that’s been 
able to stop him.  

“I was in a band called 
Tamarack for 20 years. I 
think about 14 of those 
albums were done with 
the band, and then I have a 

solo career too. But I think 
maybe it’s just I’ve never 
quite grown up or some-
thing , but I’m always just 
been excited about every 
project that comes along. 
I always feel like I need 
to have done everything I 
can to make sure that what 
I’m presenting is new and 
relevant, because there 
are folks that say, ‘Oh, not 
him again – been there, 
done that.’ I wouldn’t be 
still doing this if I didn’t 
still think I was offering 
something that is my best 
work,” said Gordon about 
his career as a Canadian 
folk icon. 

Though Gordon admits 
there actually may be 
more than 40 albums 
on his CV, this was the 
completely self-produced 
one. He was helped by 
his sons, releasing the 
album in July after some 
last-minute scrambling to 
include a song about the 

residential school issue. 
The 13th track, ‘We’ll 
Bring You Home,’ gives a 
message of hope.

“I had the album all 
done, all the graphics 
done. Then around the 
beginning of July, just 
as it was ready to go to 
the manufacturer, I felt 
compelled to write a song 
about the residential 
school revelations that 
were coming out then. So 
that’s what it’s about and it 
was kind of an add-on, but 
it’s been receiving good 
attention and people seem 
to appreciate finding ways 
to deal with that topic.”

The new album comes 
as an already troubled 
music industry looks to 
recover from a pandemic 
that left many musi-
cians without the ability 
to perform live shows. 
Pre-COVID, the industry 
had been seeing a sharp 
decline in sales for music 

as many people now listen 
to their music or stream 
their music for free.

“We forget that the 
music business was in 
pretty deep crisis before 
COVID and it’s just 
amplified that. There’s a 
new generation that just 
expects that they will be 
getting their music for 
free through downloads 
or through Spotify or 
whatever, and that was 
making it next to impossi-
ble for musicians to make 
a living before COVID. And 
then when the gigs disap-
peared, that made it extra 
hard. So, I think it really 
hit people, both creatively 
and economically,” said 
Gordon. “If you put out an 
album and everyone wants 
it for free, how could you 
afford to make another 
album? If you want to hear 
the artists you love, you’ve 
got to find ways to support 
them.”

Finding an upside to the pandemic – time to reflect – the folk singer-songwriter pens his 40th album, When I Stayed Home

jobs.observerxtra.com

Local job recruiting
just received a
serious upgrade.

 Employer portal to post, edit and pay for listings • Submissions by link or email • Featured listings • More

Post a Job, Find a Job online today!

The forces of Local Print + Digital + Social = your next hire.
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Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

Classifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Come join our wonderful team at: 
Chartwell Elmira Retirement 

and Long Term Care.
We are looking for PSWs, Housekeepers, 

Dietary Aides and Resident Service Aides. 
We will provide you with training on site.

For more information, please call 
519-669-2921. Extension 302.

Please submit resume to: 
psilva@chartwell.com

Looking to fill positions for:

SITE SUPERINTENDENT
TRUCK DRIVER (Float/Roll Off)

HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
GENERAL LABOURER

Required:
- Professionalism with customers 

and coworkers
- Punctual and hard working
- Employ safe work practices

Year round work with competitive 
pay including benefits

Forward resume to 
dave@kieswetterdemo.com and

kirk@kieswetterdemo.com
or fax to 519.883.0170  

Kieswetter Demolition Inc.
235 Madison Ave S., Kitchener | 519.883.4125

Are you a people-person? Do you like making problems go away? If you 
can’t relax till the i’s are dotted and the t’s are crossed, then this just 
might be for you; because we need an O�ce Assistant to help keep this 
place organized and running tip-top!

Wagler Electric was established in 1993 and is located in the town of 
Milverton. We do electrical construction, maintenance, service & 
automation in the surrounding communities. 

Our priority is to honour God in all that we do and to treat others with 
dignity and respect. Our slogan is “Connections with Integrity”, and that 
begins with our employees.

We want to keep our valued customers totally satis�ed, so we need 
help with;
- Greeting customers promptly and enthusiastically on the phone and 

in-person
- Data entry and managing the books & records
- Time tracking, health & safety, clearance certi�cates, WSIB, etc.
- Keeping records meticulously organized so that information can easily 

be found
- Tying up the loose ends here in the o�ce

The O�ce Assistant will work in collaboration with our accounting and 
customer service team. Our o�ce hours are 7:30am – 5:00pm 
Monday-Friday.

So, if you’re an optimistic self-starter, an independent thinker & a 
creative problem-solver, then write an essay (300 words or less) about 
how your background and passion would bene�t Wagler Electric. 
Please email it to richard@wagler.ca

O�ce Assistant

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help WantedHelp Wanted

 

 

 

Craftsmen Hardwoods Inc is seeking a

FULL TIME
OFFICE ADMIN ASSISTANT
to perform bookkeeping, general office duties 

and assist in customer service.

Skills & Requirements:
• Honest character
• Detail oriented
• Team player
• Bookkeeping experience an asset
• Familiarity with Microsoft Office & QuickBooks
• General office organization

Our Mission Statement
To glorify God while providing quality wood 
products and services to the Ontario market

Please submit resumes via:
Fax: 519-638-3105   Email: hr@craftsmenhardwoods.com

In Person: 34 Drayton Ind. Dr.  Drayton ON

Only those selected for an interview will be contacted

www.craftsmenhardwoods.com

Help Wanted

The Township of Woolwich Needs a 
School Crossing Guard  

for Breslau, afternoon shift.
The Township of Woolwich is looking for a 

crossing guard for Breslau Public School, as 
well as spares for all other crossings. The 

ideal candidate is at least 18 years old and 
able to work 30 minutes after school in all 

types of weather. All training and 
equipment is provided and we have a 

support system in place to cover absences. 
This is a paid community service position. 

Crossing guards are covered under The 
Township of Woolwich insurance program. 

We will also consider building a 
multi-person team to cover the school 

crossing and we’d love to hear from you if 
you are interested in helping occasionally 

or a few days per week.

For more information, please contact 
Kathy Fahey at kfahey@woolwich.ca or 

519-669-6000 or send a resume to 
The Township of Woolwich Human 

Resources at hr@woolwich.ca

URGENT

Help Wanted

PART TIME COOK with a passion for 
food and the culinary industry. Our ideal 
candidate will have strong organizational 

and time management skills. 
Experience in Canadian Cuisine, 

especially homestyle meals. 

Resumes accepted by email: 
adminassistant@stjacobsplace.ca 

or in person at 10 Water Street, St Jacobs.

We’re Hiring!

Help Wanted

Observer photographs online or in print
are all available for purchasing a reprint.
ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

FROM PAPER
TO PRINT

5x7
$11 2nd Print 

only $5.50

8x10
$15 2nd Print 

only $7.50

4x6
$92nd Print 

only $4.50

For Sale
60 INCH SNOW 
BLADE, HLA SERIES 
1000, 3PH, Hydraulic 
Swivel, 7 years old, 
excellent condition. 
$1,130. (HST included) 
519-664-2444

CHRISTMAS GIFT 
BASKETS FROM MAIT-
side Orchard & Store. 
Price range $13.- 
$33. For details and 
local pick up options 
& order ing ca l l  
519-835-0099.

CRAFT SALE. EVERY 
SATURDAY FROM 
now until Christmas. 
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Christ-
mas aprons, quilts 
and hooked mats. 47 
Herbert St., Elmira. 
519-669-5747.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

Word ads, Auctions and Rentals
Continue on Page 19
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St Jacobs Home Lofts offers upscale 
mature living apartment rentals with a 

range of amenity rooms inclusive. 
Immediate availability of a Two Bedroom unit 
within our highly sought after building. $2300 
per month plus utilities. Located in the village 
of St Jacobs, Ontario. Credit check required. 
Please contact us at (519)664-1919 ext. #1 

or by email at admin@kad1919.com. 

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

LIVE AUCTION
at 3100 Hergott Rd St. Clements 

approx. 1 km north of St. Clements 
for Edna Shoemaker of Elmira on:

SATURDAY DECEMBER 4 AT 10:00AM

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: 5 piece solid oak 
bedroom suite (dresser with wing mirror; 
chest of drawers; queen bed; 2 night tables); 
lazyboy loveseat; wing back chair; side table; 
dining oak extension table with 4 press back 
chairs; high chair; matching loveseat and 
couch; oak corner cupboard; rocking chair; 
stacking chairs; silverware and chest; card 
table and chairs; cedar chest; china cabinet; 
lazy boy; desk and chair; walker; oak cabinet; 
corner what not shelf; woods upright 
freezer excellent; double bed; large display 
cabinet; jars and sealers; hand made teams 
of horses; variety of quilts; quality glass 
and china including depression; carnival; 
crystal; dinner sets; tea sets; kitchenware; 
mantel clock; Cub cadet 10hp snowblower; 
Mastercraft tool chest on wheels; Snapper 
lawn mower; lawn chairs; assorted hand; 
power; and garden tools. 
NOTE: An exceptional, clean, quality furniture 
auction, a must see. Dress for the weather as 
auction is held outdoors. Cash, cheque or debit.

DATE: Thursday Dec. 2, @ 10:00 am
LOCATION: 7 Bedford Road, Guelph/Eramosa N1H 6J2
DIRECTION: From the corner of Walmart and Canadian 
Tires on Woodlawn Rd. Guelph go 1.5Km on Highway 6 
North toward Fergus

**Pioneer Gas station at the corner of 
Bedford Road and Highway 6 North

PREVIEW:  Wed, Dec.1. 1-4 pm and sale day 9 am

COVID-19 NOTES: PLEASE FOLLOW COVID-19 
PROTOCOL, PHYSICAL DISTANCING AND HAND 
SANITIZER WILL BE PROVIDED

WOODWORKING EQUIPMENT & TOOLS: Delta Table 
Saw RT31//Delta 10” Til�ng Arbor Saw c/w Layout 
Table//Delta Dust Collec�on System c/w 1 HP Motor 
& duc�ng//Trade Master 15” Thickness Planer//King 
8” Jointer//Master Cra� 36” Wood Lathe//Table 
Router//Small Delta Dust Collector// 10” Delta Drill 
Press//2-Delta 12” x 5.9” Planers//2HP Portable Air 
Compressor//Shop Vacs//Floor Jacks // Delta Band 
Saw//Car Hoist(Joyce) Floor Model//1500 PSI Power 
Washer//2-Larger Drill Presses// Variety of DeWalt & 
Makita Cordless Power Drills & Saws//Hand 
Routers//Air Nailers//Cra�sman 12” Band Saw//Paint 
Sprayer Assemblies//Bench Grinders// Raymond 
Walkie Electric Li� Truck 12’Mast//HD Baldor Electric 
Motor(5HP)// 50 gal Kellogg American upright Air 
Compressor//HD Ingersol Rand 50 gal Horizontal 
Compressor//Quan�ty of Paints & Stains// Melamine 
Shelving & Variety of Wood Pieces & Inventory//Scaf-
fold Sec�ons & Braces//10’ Aluminum step 
Ladder//Lots not men�oned. 
LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT, TOOLS AND MISC: 
John Deere L110 Hydrosta�c Lawn Tractor c/w 42” 
Mower Deck (480 HR)//22 TON HD SpeeCo Log 
Spli�er(like new) //21” Gas Push Mower//Gas Weed 
Eater// Sco�s Lawn Seeder//Elec B&D Leaf Blower//9 
pc Wrought Iron Solarium set with Glass Tops//48” 
Lawn Sweeper// Lawn Roller//Bicycles//Portable 
Fans//Lots of Lawn & Garden Tools//Grape Press & 
Demi Johns//Pa�o furniture &bbq's etc. 
Terms: NO buyer’s premium. Cash and/or Debit. 
Cheque with proper ID. Any announcements day of 
sale take precedence over ads. Auc�oneer, Auc�on 
company or proprietors not responsible for accidents, 
injury, damage or loss of property on sale day.

ON SITE ESTATE 
AUCTION SALE

FOR THE LATE JOE Di FRANCESCO

Kurtz Auctions Inc. / Auctioneer: 
Brian S Kurtz (519)836-0342  |  Email: kurtzauctionsinc@gmail.com 

See www.kurtzauctionsinc.ca and https://facebook.com/
brian.kurtz3950 for photos and update on new items.  

Auction

Auction

Rental  ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

$11.00/per sq. ft. plus C.A.M. fees 
space for lease. 2 units available 
immediately. 1310 sq. ft. & 1821 sq. 
ft. Front & rear access. Newly reno-
vated. Lots of parking. MLS

112 Oriole Pkwy., Elmira

40 Bluejay Rd., Elmira

End unit, freehold townhouse in 
great condition. Mn flr 2 piece. LR 
w/hardwood flr, eat-in kitchen w/
oak cabinets & sliding doors to in-
terlocking brick patio. 3 bdrms w/
master ensuite & walk-in closet. 4 
pc. bath. Finished basement w/rec 
room, office area, laundry & utility 
rooms. New furnace & A/C in 2020. 
Double driveway.  $619,900.00

COMING SOON TO REALTOR.CA 46 Stillwater St., Elmira

SOLD

Farm Services
BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS AGRI-
CULTURAL SPRAY LIME, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - ICE SALT 
COMES IN 20KG, ICE MELT 
comes in 20kg bags. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING DELIVERED BY 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

Trades & Services
RON'S DRYWALL AND RENOVA-
TIONS. OVER 35 YEARS EXPE-
rience. Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@gmail.com

Coming Events
KARATE! IN-PERSON & 
VIRTUAL CLASSES AVAILABLE 
SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL 
ARTS. Self-defense, Self-dis-
cipline, Self-confidence. 
GROUP CLASSES FOR AGES 
4 TO ADULT. Taught by 
Renshi Becky Schweitzer, 
4th Degree Black Belt and 5X 
World Karate Champion. Loca-
tion Heidelberg Community 
Centre - 2915 Lobsinger Line, 
Heidelberg. Our Winter 10 week 
session $120+HST Begins 
Nov. 22. Call 519-580-1418 or  
e-mail becky_schweitzer@
hotmail.com

Word ads, Auctions  
and Rentals

Continued from  
Page 18

Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
 519-669-5790 ext 104  
 donna@woolwichobserver.com

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Sell it in the Observer

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS 

 ■ PeeWee U13 LL1
Nov/20/2021 vs 
Centre Wellington 
LL1
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Bryden 
Schaefer, Nicholas 
Shardlow, James 
Foye Gondos, Aiden 
Basler
ASSISTS: Edwin 
Martin, Logan 
Goodfellow, Aiden 
Basler (2), Austin 
Thompson (2), 
Noah Gibson (2)
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Nov/20/2021 
vs Halton Hills 
Thunder
HOME: 8 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Levi 
Adams(2), Grant 
Rintoul, Drew 
Snyder, Jordan 
Martin, Jordan 
Martin(Michigan), 
Nolan Cruickshank
ASSISTS: Patrick 
Goetz, Boston 
Esbaugh(2), Zach 
Carter, Zach 
Wiseman, Josh 
Wraight(3), Thomas 
McCarthy
 ■ PeeWee U13A

 ↆSPORTS SCORES
Nov/17/2021 vs 
Woolwich Wildcats
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 10
GOALS: Emmett 
Colwill, Austin 
Dietrich, Jaxon 
McGuire(2), Colton 
Brito, Matthew 
Kochut, Colton 
Sinclair(4)
ASSISTS: Reese 
Martin(2), Colton 
Brito, Mason Gear, 
Cameron Fisher(3), 
Nolan Martin(2), 
William Krubally(2), 
Evan Hall(2), Austin 
Dietrich
Shutouts: Mason 

Maurice
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Nov/21/2021 vs 
Hespler Shamrocks
HOME: 13 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Reese 
Martin (2), Austin 
Dietrich (2), Nolan 
Martin, Mason Gear, 
William Krubally 
(2), Colton Brito (2), 
Evan Hall, Jaxon 
McGuire, Emmett 
Colwill
ASSISTS: Jaxon 
McGuire (3), Colton 
Brito (3), Evan 
Hall, Mason Gear, 
Matthew Kochut, 

Cruz Balog, Colton 
Sinclair (2), Emmett 
Colwill, Nolan 
Martin (2), Reese 
Martin, Cameron 
Fisher
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Nov/23/2021 vs 
Woolwich Wildcats
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Austin 
Dietrich (2)
ASSISTS: Cruz 
Balog, Colton 
Sinclair
WOOLWICH WILD 
 ■ Atom LL#1

Nov/20/2021 vs 
Wilmot Wolverines 

#2
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: Charlie 
Wilson
 ■ Atom LL#2

Nov/21/2021 
vs Grand River 
Mustangs
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Maddy 
Matthews (3), Callie 
Wagner (2), Willa 
Nelson
ASSISTS: Callie 
Wagner (3), Kirsten 
Dueck (2), Amanda 
Carter, Maddy 
Matthews

Local readers just got easier to reach.

observerxtra.com/classifieds

Connecting with the best local 
audience is easy and cost effective 
with The Observer. Order and pay 
online in the newly revamped and 
online order system.

Use your credit or debit cards 
knowing it’s safe and secure.
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•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Office – Open for select services 
The Township office is open to walk-in public traffic, with staff working a mix of in office and from 
home. It is recommended that you use our services offered online or phone to book an appointment 
before visiting the office to ensure we are available to assist you. The following services can be 
accessed through our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes

• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits

• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets

• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, Trees, 
Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit

For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or call  
519-669-1647. For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
As per Ontario Regulation 645/21, beginning September 22, 2021, all individuals who are entering 
indoor municipal recreation facilities will be required to provide proof of vaccination along with ID. 

Exemptions include:

• Individuals under 18 years old who are entering the facility to participate in 

• Children under 12 years old

• Individuals with a medical exemption.  

Visitors to our facilities must continue to Covid pre-screen prior to entering. QR codes will be 
provided at the door. Please display the green checkmark upon entry. We ask for your patience & 
understanding as our Recreation staff work to implement these new procedures to keep our patrons, 
volunteers & staff safe.

For more information on Recreation Programs and Facilities, please check the Township website or 
call 519-514-7000.

Local Business Resources  
FREE masks: order your free supply of masks online at:
https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-Mask-Request.

FREE COVID-19 screening kits: Visit www.chambercheck.ca to learn more and to schedule your pick-
up. 

2022 Dog Tags Now Available
Under the Animal Control By-law #31-2013 it is a requirement that all dog owners within the 
Township of Woolwich license their dogs by March 1st of every calendar year. In the event your pet is 
lost and has a license, Animal Services will make every effort to reunite you with your pet at no extra 
cost. For safe return of your dog if found, please ensure you have attached the Township of Woolwich 
Dog Tag to your dog’s collar. Dogs without tags are taken to the Humane Society and owners will incur 
Humane Society costs. Dogs wearing their tags found outside of regular Township business hours 
can also be reported to the Woolwich Memorial Centre or the Breslau Community Centre. 

Dog Tags are available at the following locations: 
The Township of Woolwich   24 Church Street West, Elmira

    (Mon-Fri 8:30am – 4:30pm)

Woolwich Memorial Centre  24 Snyder Avenue South, Elmira 

    (call for hours of operation)

*Pet Valu    315 Arthur Street South, Elmira  519-669-1350

*Eldale Vet Clinic   150 Church Street West, Elmira  519-669-5672

Neutered/Spayed - $26.00  

Non-Neutered/Spayed - $37.00  

For more information about the Woolwich Dog Tag Program please contact 
the Township of Woolwich at 519-669-6000.

As a dog owner, it is your responsibility to pick up after your dog. Please 
respect your neighbours and your neighbourhood.

COVID-19 Small Business Ambassador Program: Free program for small and 
medium sized businesses in the Region to minimize COVID-19 risks and boost staff 
and customer confidence. Get a window decal to show you completed the program. 

Sign up at www.regionofwaterloo.ca/ambassador 

Businesses grants: https://reliefwithinreach.ca/waterloo-region/ 

For more information about government programs and other business supports call Jenna Morris at 
519-669-6020 or email: EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Public Health Information
Getting fully vaccinated protects you against hospitalization and serious outcomes caused by 
COVID-19.  Every single person who gets vaccinated helps to build up our wall of protection against 
COVID-19 in Waterloo Region. Get vaccinated today: www.regionofwaterloo.ca/GetVaccinated 
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24 Church St. W.
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Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca
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519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

MONDAY, December 13th, 2021 at 4:30 P.M.
Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96 take notice that the 
Committee of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will meet for the purpose of hearing all persons 
interested in support of or opposition to any of the following applications as described below.

Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offices will not be 
permitted.  Below is information on how you can submit comments, view or participate in the meeting 
You may also contact the Committee Secretary by sending an email to planning@woolwich.ca or by 
phone at 519-669-6040 if you have any questions.

APPLICATIONS
Minor Variance Application A 25/2021 – Wayne Fisher and Maria Ketsetzis Fisher, 8 Tallwood 
Drive, West Montrose

Zone/ Use:  Settlement Residential (R-1) / single detached dwelling, pool, pool house and garden 
shed

Proposal:  The applicant is proposing to construct a new 83 square metre detached garage on the 
property located at the corner of Tallwood Drive and Covered Bridge Drive and is requesting 
relief from the following:

• Building Line Setback - Section 6.10.2 d) to reduce the required building line setback from 6 
metres to approximately 1.1 metres;

• Accessory Building or Structures -  Section 6.4.2 c) to increase the building height from 4.5 
metres to approximately 5.7 metres; and

• Accessory Building or Structures – Section 6.4.4 to increase the maximum size of all detached 
accessory structures on the property from 100 square metres to approximately 113 square 
metres, consisting of the proposed 83 square metre detached garage and existing 21 square 
metre pool house and 9 square metre garden shed.

Consent Application B 14/2021 – Skyline Real Estate Holdings Inc., 15 Snyder Avenue North, Elmira
Zone / Use:  Residential Multiple (R-7) (FW – Floodway) and (FF – Flood Fringe) / 3 storey apartment 
building

Proposal:  GSP Group on behalf of the property owners of 15 Snyder Avenue North have submitted 
a consent application for a proposed drainage easement on the subject lands in favour of the 
adjacent lands identified as  44 - 46 Church Street West.  The proposed easement will provide a 
drainage route over the property at 15 Snyder Avenue North for overland flow to the Weigel Drain via 
a swale.  The lands at 44 - 46 Church Street West are proposed to be redeveloped with a four storey 
apartment building.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the meeting 
as follows:

• view the Committee of Adjustment livestream on the Woolwich Township YouTube channel  at the 
following link  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ  OR

• participate by registering with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 noon on Wednesday 
December 8th.  To register please email planning@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6040.  
When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email and the application 
number you would like to comment on.  Once you are registered the Committee Secretary 
will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or 
conference call number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen and have 
the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the Committee Secretary 
(see above information).  You will not be required to speak if you do not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we know which 
application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time to comment if you 
wish to do so.  As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of security that is necessary to prevent 
unwanted guests from disrupting the meeting.  Applicants and their consultants will be automatically 
registered and contacted accordingly by the Committee Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS
If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend that you do so by:

• submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township office at 24 Church Street West, 
Elmira and placing it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of the building; or

• submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca 

You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6033 to discuss any comments / concerns 
however, this is not considered a formal comment. 

The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications.  All submissions must be 
made no later than 4:30 p.m. on Monday December 6th  (Note that this date is before the meeting).  
Any submissions received will be included in a comment package and presented at the meeting.  This 
information is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the 
general public at the Committee of Adjustment hearing.  Please note that while the Committee may 
redact some personal information such as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions 
will otherwise be made public in their entirety.

This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property located within 60 
metres (200 feet) of the subject properties.  If you wish to be notified of any last minute changes 
to the agenda (i.e. withdrawal of an application) you must contact the Committee Secretary at 
 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca.

NOTICE OF DECISION: Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will be sent to 
owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people who register for the meeting.  If 
you wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee of Adjustment in respect to this application, 
you must submit a written request to the Committee Secretary or register ahead of the meeting.  
This will also entitle you to be advised of a possible Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.

APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS: Anyone in 
opposition to a decision may appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.  The 
Tribunal may dismiss an appeal without holding a hearing if the appellant did not make oral or 
written submissions to the Committee of Adjustment before a decision was given or does not 
provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to make a submission to the Committee.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you should you have any 
questions. Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by 
email to planning@woolwich.ca 

Public Notice

Prepare Now For The
WINTER OVERNIGHT PARKING BAN

This is a reminder the Winter Overnight Parking Ban for snow plowing begins December 1st. 

Please note the dates and times as follow:

December 1st to March 31st between 4:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. annually 

No overnight parking is permitted on Township roads during this 
time to facilitate municipal snow plowing from the streets. 

THIS BAN APPLIES REGARDLESS OF THE WEATHER. 
Any vehicles in violation of this parking ban may be subject to a parking ticket.

Please note that the Region of Waterloo has a year round overnight parking ban on all Regional roads 
between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.

Declaration of Snow Events
Snow events can occur outside of the winter parking ban times and dates and apply to all Regional 
and Township roads. If a snow event is declared, please remove all vehicles from the road. Vehicles 
parked on the street during a declared snow event may be subject to a parking ticket.

For further information please contact the Township of Woolwich at 519-669-6000

Elmira Core Area Urban Design Study
Reminder to Register for the Virtual Community  

Information Session - November 29th
Please register on Eventbrite to join the virtual meeting:

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/virtual-community-information-session-for-elmiras-core-area-study-
tickets-205799631237

November 29, 2021 from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm

The meeting will be recorded and posted to the Township’s website.

www.woolwich.ca – Ongoing Planning Items – Elmira Downtown Core Area Review

For more information, please contact:
Jeremy Vink, Manager of Planning, Development Services, Township of Woolwich
jvink@woolwich.ca   |   519-669-6038   |   1-877-969-0094 ext. 6038
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 ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions 

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.
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Martin, Reuben
Passed away peacefully on Wednesday, 
November 17, 2021 at his home, RR 3, 
Waterloo at the age of 87 years. Beloved 
husband of Selina (Sittler) Martin. 
Dear father of Samuel and Edna 
Martin of RR 1, Mount Forest, Ruth 
and David Rudy of RR 2, Dobbinton, 
Noah and Almeda Martin of RR 3, 
Waterloo, Lydia and Amsey Martin 
of RR 1, Massey. Loved grandfather 
of 21 grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren. Predeceased by his 
parents Enoch B. and Lydia (Sauder) 
Martin, five sisters, one brother and 
one granddaughter. Viewing was held 
from 1-4 and 5-7 p.m. on Thursday, 
November 18, 2021 at the family home. 
A family service has taken place at 9 
a.m. at the home on Friday, November 
19, 2021 then to Conestoga Mennonite 
Meeting House for burial and public 
service.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Walter, William “Bill”
Passed away peacefully at Barnswallow 
Place Care Community on Friday, 
November 19, 2021 at the age of 88. 
Loving father of Beverly Walter, 
Dennis (Kelly) Walter, Douglas Walter 
(Naz Najafi), Bradley (Roxanne) 
Walter, and Tracey (Darren) Dobson. 
Husband of Dorothy Walter (nee 
Martin) for 16 years. Adoring grandpa 
to nine grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren. Will be missed by 
brothers-in-law Murray Campbell 
and Sam Darroch, and sister-in-
law Marlene Burns. Predeceased 
by his first wife of 47 years, Betty 
Walter (2002); his parents Vincent 
and Catherine (Runstedler) Walter, 
brother Joe (June) Walter, and sisters 
Florence Cormier, Lorraine (Bob) 
Dietrich, Mary (Ed) Faulhafer, Theresa 
(Harold) Goodwin, Eleanor (Allen) 
Jantzi and Rita (Charlie) Pieper. Bill 
was a dedicated employee of Uniroyal 
Chemical for 44 years. He was also 
a longtime member of St. Teresa RC 
Church. Bill enjoyed cars, real estate, 
and always had a good story to tell. 
He will be dearly missed. Visitation 
took place on Wednesday, November 
24, 2021 from 2 – 4 and 6 – 8 p.m. at 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. A funeral mass will be 
held at 10 a.m. on Thursday, November 
25, 2021 at St. Teresa of Avila RC 
Church, 19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira, with 
interment to follow in Elmira Union 
Cemetery. Masks are mandatory and 
distancing will be maintained. Please 
call 519-669-2207 to register for the 
visitation and/or service. A special 
thank you to the team in ‘Pheasant Run’ 
at Barnswallow Place for their care, 
attention, and compassion. Donations 
in Bill’s memory to Alzheimer Society 
or St. Teresa of Avila RC Church would 
be appreciated by the family, and may 
be made through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com
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Wilken, Patricia “Pat” Anne  
(nee Martin)

Peacefully passed away on Friday, 
November 19, 2021 at Derbecker’s 
Heritage House, St. Jacobs at the age of 
81 years.  Lisa Wilken and Katrina Klicka, 
her daughter and granddaughter, were 
very much loved by Pat. Dear sister of 
Barb Stewart, JoAnn (Brian) Holzschuh, 
and Kathie (Hans) Vanderzand. Pat will 
be missed by her many nieces, nephews, 
and their families. Predeceased by her 
parents Joe and Anne (Conlin) Martin, 
as well as brothers Gerald, Jim, Bob, and 
Tom Martin, and sisters Grace Martin, 
infant sister Josephine and by Chuck 
Wilken, Karl Veiledal, Adrian Oberly. 
Pat spent her life in service to others, 
spending 20 years as an elementary 
school teacher, pioneering a holistic 
program for wellness and well-being 
in Jamaica, as well as studying many 
holistic perspectives. She continued 
her work as a Therapeutic Touch 
Practitioner for both humans and 
horses.  Her life was full of adventure and 
courage overcoming many challenges. 
In retirement, Pat loved delivering 
flowers for Frey’s Flowers in Elmira. At 
Pat’s request cremation has taken place. 
A memorial visitation will be held from 
2-5 p.m. on Saturday, November 27, 2021 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 
Arthur St. S., Elmira. A memorial service 
will take place at 2 p.m. on Sunday, 
November 28, 2021 in the funeral home 
chapel. Please register your attendance 
for the visitation and/or memorial 
service by calling the funeral home at 
519-669-2207. Masks are mandatory, and 
physical distancing will be maintained. 
In Pat’s memory, donations to World 
Wildlife Fund would be appreciated as 
expressions of sympathy, and can be 
made through the funeral home. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Uttley, Rodney 
Peacefully passed away on Monday, 
November 22, 2021 at Hospice 
Waterloo in his 75th year. Beloved 
husband and best friend of Lena 
(Metzger) Uttley for 52 years. Adored 
by his children Tamara and Mark 
Allan, Cindy and Don Brubacher, 
Holly and Adam Good; and by his 
grandchildren Justin, Susanna (Will 
Froggatt), Madeleine (Danny Bell), 
Eric; Daniel, Leland; Maggie, and 
Abbey. Dear brother of Carol Joy 
Purves, Sharon (Doug Ghent) and 
David Clemmer. Rod will be missed 
by his nieces, nephews and extended 
family and friends. Predeceased by his 
parents Howard and Bernadine Uttley, 
his foster parents Vernon and Mary 
Clemmer, and his brothers Wayne, 
Bob and Larry. Rod was committed, 
hardworking, took great pride in 
his work, and had a big heart. He 
worked hard, played hard and loved 
his family. He learned his work ethic 
growing up on the Clemmer farm by 
getting up early, helping with chores 
and caring for the animals he loved. 
Rod did everything well; whether as 
a mechanic or as an owner/operator 
truck driver. He will be missed. 
Visitation will be held on Thursday, 
November 25, 2021 from 2-4 and 
7-9 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A 
funeral service will take place at 11 
a.m. on Friday, November 26, 2021 at 
Elmira Mennonite Church followed 
by interment in Elmira Mennonite 
Cemetery. Masks are mandatory and 
social distancing will be maintained. 
Please call the funeral home at  
519-669-2207 to make a reservation 
for the visitation and/or the 
funeral service. The service will be 
livestreamed and will be available on 
Rodney’s tribute page on the funeral 
home website. As expressions of 
sympathy donations to Woolwich 
Community Services or Grand River 
Regional Cancer Centre would be 
appreciated and can be made through 
the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com
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Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
	 519-669-5790	ext	104	 
 donna@woolwichobserver.com

Family Announcement Advertising: Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/order-family-album

Single:  $28 per insertion 
  

Double:  $38 per insertion 

Triple:  $48 per insertion

Announce it in  
the Observer.

100% Local

Lester M. Bauman 
1941 – 2021

Lester M. Bauman passed away 
suddenly at his home in Plum Coulee, 
MB, on Sunday November 21, 2021 at 
the age of 80 years.

He was born on May 9, 1941, to the late 
Urias and Hannah (Martin) Bauman. 
Lester was married on May 29, 1963 
to Viola Weber, who predeceased him 
in 2005.

Lovingly remembered by his children, 
Delphine and Abe Plett of Loch Broom, 
NS, Leroy and Marilyn of Austin, MB; 
Bernice of Plum Coulee, MB, Keith and 
Kathy of Hawkesville, ON, Kevin and 
Cheryl of Wellesley, ON, Gerald and 
Valerie of Plum Coulee, MB, Marvin 
and Cheryl of Wallenstein, ON, Leon 
and Julia of Plum Coulee, MB, Milo of 
Plum Coulee, MB, Timothy and Carla 
of Plum Coulee, MB and Stephen 
of Elmira, ON. Also remembered 
by 40 grandchildren and 32 great-
grandchildren. Brother to Ornan and 
Ethel Bauman, Elverne Bauman, Paul 
and Wilma Bauman, Grace Weber, 
Clarence and Vera Bauman and Anna 
Mary and Timothy Martin; Brother-
in-law to Amzi and Erla Wideman, 
Harvey and Marie Weber, Edgar and 
Erma Weber, Marian Weber, Aden and 
Elsie Weber, Allan and Lorna Weber, 
Erma and Mahlon Martin, Aleda and 
Glen Martin and Earl and Joyce Weber. 
Predeceased by grandson, Travis 
Bauman, brother-in-law, Wayne Weber 
and sister-in-law, Eileen Wideman.

Lester and Viola and their family lived 
in the Elmira, ON area until 1975 when 
they moved to a new church outreach 
at Mine Centre, ON. There he enjoyed 
working in the logging industry. In 
1985 they moved to the Winkler, MB 
area where he began General Metal 
Fabrication. He valued the many 
relationships that were formed 
over the years within each of these 
communities. Lester was a faithful 
member of the Horndean Mennonite 
Church.

Viewing will be from 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
and 6:00-9:00 p.m. on Thursday 
November 25, 2021 at Zion Mennonite 
Church in Schanzenfeld, MB. Social 
distancing and the wearing of masks is 
encouraged. A private funeral service 
will take place on Friday, November 
26, 2021 at the Zion Mennonite Church 
followed by interment at the Horndean 
Mennonite Church Cemetery. The 
service will be livestreamed and 
posted on the Wiebe Funeral Homes 
Ltd. website. Call-in information is 
available from the family for anyone 
who is interested.

Expressions of sympathy may be 
made to Faith Mission (FriedensBote) 
or Christian Aid Ministries.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements

 ❖ www.wiebefuneralhomes.com

Obituary
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Living Here Partners with Paws (www.partnerswith-
paws.ca), a Breslau charity that supports 
local people with disabilities to acquire 
highly trained service dogs, will hold its 
Santa Paws fundraising event Satur-
day (11 a.m.) and Sunday (3 p.m.) at 
Sweet Caroline's Ice Cream and Treats. 
www.partnerswithpaws.ca

The province  is investing an additional 
$816,785 to increase mental health supports 
for postsecondary students at the universi-
ties of Waterloo, Guelph and Wilfrid Laurier, 
as well as Conestoga College. The funding is 
part of an additional $8.7 million for Ontario 
postsecondary institutions announced 
earlier this month.

Paws for the cause Mental health funding

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Most people tend to avoid vehicle maintenance and repairs 
because of the surprise expense and inconvenience they cause.

By looking over your vehicle every visit we are able to prioritize 
the work needed so you can be prepared for future expenses. 

This allows you to always have a well maintained vehicle without 
putting stress on your budget or your schedule.    

Maintaining your car and your schedule
- Merlin Frey

 ▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I have 
symptoms of atrial fibril-
lation, and my doctor 
recommended that I have 
a cardiac ablation proce-
dure. Is this a common 
method of treatment? If 
so, what should I expect?

ANSWER: Atrial fibrilla-
tion is a disorder where 
electricity in the top 
chambers of the heart – 
the atria – is chaotic and 
causes the heart to beat 
irregularly. When the 

Atrial fibrillation and surgery

electrical signals of the 
heart are out of sync, the 
muscles do not contract 
in a coordinated manner, 
disrupting normal blood 
flow. This can lead to 
symptoms such as short-
ness of breath, palpita-
tions, lightheadedness, 
fatigue and feeling overall 
unwell.

Some patients with 
atrial fibrillation may 
have fast heart rates for 
long periods of time. If 
the heart beats too fast 
for long periods of time, 
the bottom chambers of 
the heart may become 
weakened, and the heart 
may enlarge. This results 
in the heart not pumping 
blood efficiently to the 
rest of the body. Restoring 
the rhythm of the heart 
back to normal can make 
people feel better and 

allow the heart muscle to 
regain strength.

The inciting factors of 
atrial fibrillation come 
from muscle inside of 
veins that bring oxygen-
ated blood from the lungs 
into the left atrium, which 
is one of the top chambers 
of the heart. These veins 
are called the pulmonary 
veins. The muscle inside 
of the pulmonary veins 
can generate fast elec-
trical signals that cause 
atrial fibrillation to occur 

inside the top chambers of 
the heart. Therefore, the 
goal of an atrial fibrilla-
tion ablation procedure is 
to create a "short circuit" 
between the muscle inside 
the pulmonary veins and 
the top chamber of the 
heart. This way, blood 
can flow from the lungs 
to the heart, but electrical 
signals cannot.

There is no cure 
for atrial fibrillation. 
However, cardiac cath-
eter ablation is the most 

common procedure to 
treat this condition. Some 
patients also may require 
drugs to keep the heart in 
a healthy rhythm.

Cardiac ablation for 
atrial fibrillation requires 
the expertise of a cardio-
vascular subspecialist 
called a cardiac electro-
physiologist. Ablation 
usually requires general 
anesthesia, thus patients 
are asleep during the 
procedure – similar to 

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

THE MEMBERS OF THE 
100 Woolwich Women 
Who Care group just 
wrapped up their third 
year of collective giving, 
an effort that’s seen 
more than $100,000 in 
donations go back into 
the community via local 
charities during that 
time. 

“We meet four times 
a year and members 
commit to $100 at each 
meeting. We invite three 
charities to each meet-
ing and the charity must 
service and provide bene-
fit to the residents of the 
Township of Woolwich. 
They each have five to 
seven minutes to present 
what they do and provide 
a specific as to what they 
would use the money for. 
Membership votes, and 
the charity that receives 
the most votes is the 
recipient of that month’s 
funds,” said Leigh Rees, 
a founding member of 
Woolwich Women Who 
Care.

“We’re at 93 members 

right now, so the least 
amount that they have 
received would be $9,300 
and the most we’ve given 
is $10,400. Over the last 
three years, which is 
a total of 12 meetings, 
about $104,000 was given 
back to the charities 
within the township.”

In the span of a single 
meeting, a group of 100 
women can generate a 
sum of $10,000, all of 
it going to bolster the 
chosen organization.

Eligible charities may 
only apply once per year 
in order to keep dona-
tions flowing through 
the community, noted 
Rees. Recipients have 
thus far received dona-
tions once per service 
program. The current 
recipient is Community 
Care Concepts’ adult day 
program, while previ-
ously it was Woolwich 
Community Services’ 
family violence preven-
tion program.

“To have a cheque that 
you’re giving to some 
recipient for $10,400 after 
a one-hour meeting, it’s 
pretty epic for small char-

Making the numbers add up for community

→ WOOLWICH WOMEN 28

Donna Robertson and Leigh Rees are two of the founding members of 100 Woolwich Women Who Care.  Justine Fraser

100 Woolwich Women Who Care wrap up their third year with a big red bow: more than $100K for local charities 

ities. We all  wanted to do 
something more, and I’ve 
always been involved in 
volunteering – we wanted 
to figure out a way and 
felt that there was a way 

to create a bigger impact. 
Organizing four meetings 
a year and you’re giving 
back thousands of dollars 
in a short period of time, 
so, it was amazing to try 

to see how successful the 
venture could be. It was 
probably more success-
ful than we imagined,” 
said Rees, adding that 
new members are always 

welcome anytime.
The next meeting is 

planned for February. 
New members can sign 
up through the group’s 

→ MAYO CLINIC 26
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at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30
 ▢ Managing Grief. All of us experience losses in our 

lifetime but sometimes we struggle with what we can 
do to support others experiencing grief. Join Julie 
Schelter, Hospice Coordinator at Woolwich Commu-
nity Health Centre for this presentation about grief 
at 6:30 p.m. We will explore together what people 
may be experiencing, ways to reach out to someone 
who has been impacted by a loss and how to support 
them through their healing. For your Zoom link to this 
virtual event email gberihun@wchc.on.ca

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2
 ▢ Boundaries and Saying No. Often we feel 

compelled to agree to do things that don't feel right 
for us or that go beyond what we feel able to do. 
Woolwich Community Health Centre will help you 
explore where there is a "yes" in your life for your 
own needs & things that help you thrive. We'll also 
explore what boundaries might serve you & your 
values better & how to communicate these in a way 
that works for you. This presentation is virtual at 
noon. Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca to receive your 
Zoom link.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7
 ▢ Wills and Powers of Attorney. Woolwich Commu-

nity Health Centre presents an information workshop 
that will focus on estate planning and the concepts 
of legal capacity as well as health care consent. This 
presentation is virtual at 6:30 p.m. using Zoom. Email 
gberihun@wchc.on.ca or phone 519-664-3794 to 
register for this free event.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT 
FUND: RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL 
NEEDS DUE TO COVID-19

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 � Community Care Concepts of Wool-

wich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 � Woolwich Community Services
 � Woolwich Counseling Centre
 � Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,  

Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

You'll love this recipe 
a whole latke!

Hanukkah is a Jewish 
holiday that is cele-

brated for eight days and 
nights, often in December. 
It remembers a story about 
a very important temple 
that had only enough oil to 
burn a menorah (a special 
lamp) for one night, but 
the oil lasted for eight 
nights instead. That said, 

oil plays a very import-
ant role in this holiday's 
history, so families that 
celebrate Hanukkah fry 
foods such as latkes in lots 
of oil.

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Oven-Baked Latkes
 ▢ Vegetable oil spray

 ▢ 1/2 cup vegetable oil

 ▢ 1 1/4 pounds Yukon 
Gold potatoes, unpeeled 
(if potatoes are too big 
to fit in feed tube, cut 
them in half)

 ▢ 1 onion, peeled and 
cut into quarters

 ▢ 1/4 cup (1 1/4 ounces) 
all-purpose flour

 ▢ 1 large egg

 ▢ 1 teaspoon salt

1. Adjust the oven rack 
to the middle posi-
tion and heat oven to 
400 degrees. Spray 
a baking sheet with 
vegetable oil spray. 
Pour oil onto the baking 
sheet and tip sheet 
until evenly coated.

2. Set the shred-
ding disk in the food 
processor and lock the 
lid into place. Place the 
potatoes and onion in 
the feed tube to shred.

3. Transfer the vege-
tables to the center 
of a clean dish towel. 
Gather the ends of 
the towel together, 
twist tightly, and 
squeeze over the 
sink to drain as much 
liquid as possible 
from the vegetables.

4. Transfer the vege-

tables to a bowl. Add 
flour, egg and salt. Mix 
until well combined.

5. Use a 1/4-cup dry 
measuring cup to 
scoop and drop 12 
mounds of potato 
mixture onto greased 
the baking sheet. 
Gently press each 
mound to flatten.

6. Bake latkes until 
bottoms are browned, 
25 to 30 minutes. Use 
a spatula to carefully 
flip latkes (oil will be 
hot). Bake until the 
second side is golden 
brown, 5 to 10 minutes.

7. Line a serving 
platter with paper 
towels. Transfer latkes 
to paper towels. 
Let latkes drain and 
cool for 5 minutes.

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

 ↆ S U D O K U
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ACROSS
1. Commercials
4. High ____ shoes
8. Tit for ___
11. "___ show time!"
14. Former French coin
15. Dresden's river
16. "Prince ___" 

("Aladdin" song)
17. "High" time
19. Hookah
22. Align
23. Holds high
24. Sierra Nevada, e.g.
25. Bas-relief medium
26. Calm
27. Loud
29. Beehive, e.g.
30. Caffeine source
31. Cold and wet
32. Tiara wearer
34. Live in harmony with this
36. Bring into play
38. 60's hairdo
42. Dispatch boat
44. Brouhaha
46. University of 

Waterloo mascot
48. "Hold on a ___!"
49. Pass it on
52. Name
53. Dutch philosopher
55. fish
56. Symbol of authority
58. Christiania, now
59. Big Apple inits.
61. Chain letters?
63. Coaster
64. Photo

66. Antiquity, in antiquity
68. New York's state flower
70. Unassisted is the rarest 

version in baseball
74. Prefix meaning "Best"
77. Receiver
78. Saccadic sleep
79. Glitter
80. Accomplished
81. From request to 

completion
83. Bakers' wares
84. Nonetheless
85. Old Chinese money
86. Number cruncher, 

for short
87. Banned pesticide
88. Gasteyer of "Saturday 

Night Live"
89. "___ the night before ..."
90. Youngster

DOWN
1. Remains
2. Soak
3. Bordering on the tropics
4. Shining light
5. Cannot be broken down 

into any other substance
6. Falls
7. You can spend it 

in Romania
8. _______ vivant 

(living picture)
9. ___ wrench
10. 50-50, e.g.
11. Nov 11, 1918 – 

Sept 1, 1939
12. They may have 

abs of stone

13. "El Capitan" composer
18. Advertising sign
20. Beef (plural noun)
21. Diminish
25. Former Portuguese 

colony in India
27. Posture problem
28. Milk-Bone biscuit, e.g.
32. Old Toyota
33. A song by Simon 

& Garfunkel
35. Dilettantish
37. Male admirer or suitor
39. Nonsense
40. Blush
41. Globular
43. Electrical unit
45. Cooking pot
47. Burgle
50. Prevention measure?
51. Some like it hot
54. Most sentimental
57. Back up
60. Keyboard instrument
62. Between Kazakhstan 

and Uzbekistan
65. U.N. arm
67. Light
69. Form of bay window
70. Animal catcher
71. Fanatical
72. Hung around
73. Be exultant
75. Adagio and allegro
76. Companion of Artemis
79. Vex, with "at"
81. Royal Yachting 

Association
82. His "4" was retired

 ↆ X - W O R D

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Erv Wiens Preaching

Advent 1
9:30 am

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

Root Vegetable Mash
 ▢ 2 lb russet potato

 ▢ 2 lb sweet potato

 ▢ 1 lb celery root

 ▢ 500g shallots

 ▢ 2 Tbsp. olive oil

 ▢ 1/2 cup butter

 ▢ 1/2 cup cream

 ▢ 1 Tbsp. brown 

sugar

 ▢ Salt, pepper, 
nutmeg to taste

1. Peel and cube pota-
toes and celery root 
and place in large pot.

2. Cut celery root 
about 1/4 the size of 
potatoes, as it takes 
much longer to cook.

3. Fill with plenty of 
water, bring to a boil, turn 

down to gentle simmer.

4. Meanwhile peel 
shallots, cut in half and 
place on piece of tinfoil – 
drizzle with oil and wrap 
well with foil to seal.

5. Place shallot pocket 
in 350F oven for about 
15-20 minutes or 

until well softened.

6. When pota-
toes are thoroughly 
cooked, drain well.

7. Mash together with 
shallots, seasoning and 
additional ingredients..

A new mash-up for turkey dinner

Our friends to the 
south are celebrating 

Thanksgiving this week. 
Both Canadian and Amer-
ican Thanksgiving have 
been centered around 
turkey and mashed pota-
toes for as long as anyone 
can remember.

Even I’m not old enough 
to have been at the famous 
feast back in Plymouth 
in 1620, but there is no 
evidence that either were 
served.

There may have been 
turkeys, as wild turkeys 
certainly existed back then 

throughout the Americas, 
but it is documented that 
the hunt that took place 
prior to this great feast 
brought forth more water-
fowl and, definitely, deer.

Potatoes, which origi-
nated in South America, 
likely hadn’t made their 
way that far north yet, at 
least not in any kind of 
plentiful manner.

That being said, one 

of our favourite comfort 
foods is mashed potatoes.

This recipe puts another 
spin on the whole idea by 
incorporating other root 
vegetables and turning 
something ordinary into 
something extraordinary!

The additional ingre-
dients add new colours, 
flavours, textures and 
nutrients.

You could try serving 
this with your turkey 
dinners this year or a side 
dish with almost anything 
you normally put beside 
potatoes.

 ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of 
St. Jacobs, which hosts private events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast and lunch 
in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

CHEF   
DUFF  

Recipes from  
the chef's table

 ⚠ Note: Works better to use mixer or hand beaters than to mash buy hand.

other surgical interven-
tions.

The electrophysiologist 
inserts small straw-like 
sheaths into the veins in 
the groin region. These are 
used to thread catheters 
into your heart with the 
guidance of X-rays. These 
catheters are navigated 
throughout the heart, and 
a GPS-like system is used 
to create a 3D image of the 
heart and locate the move-
ment of catheters within 
it. These catheters are 
specialized tools that can 
record electrical signals 
in the heart. Specialized 
catheters also can deliver 
energy to heat or freeze 
heart muscle to destroy 
the tissues of interest.

Because the proce-
dure is performed via 
access from the groin 

veins, patients recover 
reasonably quickly. Some 
patients can go home the 
same day, while others 
stay in the hospital over-
night. A few hours after 
the procedure, patients 
are encouraged to walk 
around as usual. No lifting 
more than 10 pounds 
usually is recommended 
for about one week

There are different 
factors that could influ-
ence whether a patient 
undergoes an ablation. 
Timing is based on symp-
toms, how well your heart 
is pumping, and intol-
erance or breakthrough 
symptoms while on drugs 
for atrial fibrillation. You 
should talk further with 
your health care provider 
about any concerns you 
have.

In addition to abla-

tion, you're encouraged 
to speak to your health 
care provider about other 
lifestyle modifications 
that can help you. Losing 
weight, controlling blood 
pressure, exercising and 
treating sleep apnea are 
important to maintaining 
a normal heart rhythm 
after an ablation. Depend-
ing on other health issues 
you may have in addition 
to atrial fibrillation, you 
may require lifelong medi-
cation to keep your blood 
thin to prevent having a 
stroke. Sometimes people 
require more than one 
catheter ablation proce-
dure.

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

MAYO CLINIC: Patients can recover quickly from cardiac 
ablation, though follow-ups may be required

→ FROM 24
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WOOLWICH

Please continue to
follow local public
health guidelines

Shop local online or in-store & purchase gift cards directly
from local businesses or visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca

Dine-in or order take out from local restaurants

Be kind, show your appreciation & tip generously

Write positive reviews online! Post photos & tag businesses!

Win $100 Visa!

Submit your holiday deals to bit.ly/WoolwichPromo to be featured!
Deadline: Nov.29, 2021

Shop at a local business 
until Christmas Eve

Upload photo of receipt online:
bit.ly/WoolwichContest

Post photo and use
#ShopLocalWoolwich for an extra ballot!

Weekly winners announced Fridays!

We want to promote you!

Santa, burn barrels, live music,
carollers, trolleys, extended hours and
much more! 

Winter Candyland selfie set, live
music, tree lighting, late shopping and
much more! 

St. Jacobs Village Sparkles 
stjacobsvillage.com/sparkles

Downtown Elmira BIA
Moonlight Madness 
downtownelmira.ca

November
12-28

December
2, 6-9pm

Attention Woolwich Businesses!

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

THE PANDEMIC DOWN-
TIME LED TO a boom in 
pet ownership. Now, as 
things start returning to 
normal, there’s a corre-
sponding increase in pets 
in need of new homes.

Hobo Haven Pet Rescue 
founder Chris Schaefer 
has seen firsthand that 
increase in pets needing 
foster homes in the last 
year. The organization has 
taken in numerous pets 
whose owners just didn’t 
have enough time for the 
animals once life began 
returning to a pre-pan-
demic state.

“The last couple of years 
have been horrifyingly 
overwhelming. We are 
entirely dependent on 
foster homes – how many 
we can help depends on 
how many fosters we have. 
We’ve had as many as 16 
in rescue in any given 
month. But we also have 
had months where we’ve 
only been able to accept 
three or four due to lack 
of fosters,” she said. “How 
many we’re asked to help is 
literally in the thousands 
every year but, unfortu-
nately, being foster-based 

we sadly have to turn away 
more than we can help. We 
are always in dire need of 
fosters. 

“We do all the work 
with shelters who are 
overwhelmed or also 
just with dogs that are 
not doing well in a shel-
ter environment, which 
is very common.  We 
don’t have a facility, we 
don’t run kennels. Every 
single animal goes into a 
foster family home and 
is cared for like a beloved 
family member while we 
complete all their vetting, 
work on their training, 
do a full temperament 
assessment, before they’re 
available for adoption.”

Hobo Haven Rescue 
started in 2003 in St. 
Jacobs after Schaefer 
saw a need to provide 
foster homes for dogs in 
the community, many of 

Pet rescues seeing an increase in dogs needing homes
Groups such as Hobo Haven find post-pandemic demand is outstripping the number of people to foster animals

whom came with some 
high vet bills from injuries.

“We’re also a medical 
rescue, so we take in 
animals, like Quincy, 
for example, who was so 
badly injured. There is 
no funding for that. It all 
comes out of our pockets, 
my pocket to be specific, 
and his vet bills with his 
surgery and rehab and 
medications – and then he 
had to go in for rehab ther-
apy – he exceeded $6,000 
easily. We currently have 
a puppy who came in with 
a femoral head fracture at 
nine months old and he is 
getting a total hip replace-
ment when his body is 
mature enough to be able 
to have that surgery; he 
is estimated at probably 
$9,000, as an example of 
the expenses that a lot 
of people don’t realize 
happen in rescue.

“It’s not just the usual 
vaccines and rabies - when 
you do medical rescue you 
take everybody that didn’t 
get help. It is humane and 
reasonable to provide the 
vet care to give them qual-
ity of life. We will accept 
them whenever possible.”

Schaefer saw a rise in 
dogs surrendered after 
people started going back 
to work, noting it’s not 
always the owner’s choice: 
many don’t have time and 
some have lost wages. The 
pet rescues have seen a 
pattern emerging in the 
dogs surrendered to them 
over the last year.

“I would have to say 
the largest surrender 
with the COVID impact 
is behavioural. And that 
goes across shelters and 
every rep I work with, a lot 
of rescues across Ontario 
and even up in Manitoba 
– everybody has seen the 
dogs just weren’t given the 
training and the social-
izing. Now that’s causing 
behavioural problems. 
They have separation 
anxiety because the 
efforts weren’t put in to 
help them learn how to be 
alone when people were at 
home, and people are just 
not prepared to work with 

that.”
In a bid to keep dogs 

with short fur warm this 
winter, Hobo Haven’s 
Coats for Canines 
campaign has taken off. 
Anyone with old or used 
dog coats can drop them 
off to Schaefer at Creature 
Comforts in St. Jacobs to 
help out a foster dog in 
need or a future foster dog. 
Some of the coats go to 
other pet rescues and shel-
ters in need.  Something 
a little different, this year 
they will be selling used 
dog coats to the public for 
a small price that helps 
provide funding for Hobo 
Haven. 

“It was initially started 
a few years ago, similar 
to the human coats for 
people who are in need. It 
was initially a drive for our 
own fosters because we go 
through a lot of apparel. 
Sometimes it goes home 
with the family just to have 
their familiar scent with it. 
We need clothing for the 
animals so they can have 
their walks and be warm 
and safe. Then it expanded 
into working with pet food 
banks so that if we had a 
surplus that we weren’t in 
need of we would share 
with pet food banks to 

distribute to families who 
couldn’t afford or didn’t 
have clothing for their own 
pets,” she explained.

Senior dogs also benefit 
from Coats for Canines, 
as they are at high risk 
of hypothermia as they 
get older and aren’t able 
to regulate their body 
temperatures as well as a 
young dog, noted Schae-
fer. 

Hobo Haven is still 
recovering from a theft 
two years ago that cost 
them of all their supplies 
for foster dogs. Thanks to 
the community’s gener-
osity they were able to 
quickly get back on their 
feet to help more animals 
in need. 

“We had a break-in two 
years ago that cleaned 
out our entire shed. The 
community was amaz-
ing; people that had used 
crates and things like 
that were just amazing 
to help out to replenish 
what was stolen.  We’re 
still replenishing some of 
the supplies, but thanks to 
our community we were 
almost immediately able 
to step right back into 
functioning mode,” said 
Schaefer, acknowledging 
the community support.

Chris Schaefer holds 
five-month-old Zane, 
who is awaiting hip sur-
gery. Justine Fraser
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* Valid only Friday November 26. One coupon per customer. In store only. 
Discount can only be applied to one transaction.  Other conditions may apply.

SCRATCHSCRATCH
andand

SAVESAVE

BL AC K BL AC K 
FRIDAYFRIDAY

Scratch IN STORE 
UP TO 50% 

off your purchase! 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 26
1 DAY ONLY! 9AM-9PM

W W W. S O U R C E F L O O R I N G . C O M

SCAN ME

Every SCRATCH reveals a DEAL!
1362 VICTORIA ST N. KITCHENER

5%  

50%
to

off your entire 
purchase!*

FOR IMMEDIATE HIRE: SENIOR BOOKKEEPER
Taylor Gerber provides bookkeeping and business management services to small-medium  
sized businesses throughout Waterloo and Wellington regions. We pride ourselves on 

client locations as required.

QUALIFICATIONS:
• 
• 
•  

• 
• 
• 
• 
• Vehicle and valid driver’s licence
• 

DUTIES:
• Reconcile accounts
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

computerized bookkeeping systems. 

applicant@taylorgerber.ca

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

WOOLWICH WOMEN: Group’s next meeting marks the 
start of its fourth year as a fundraising tour de force

website, www.100wool-
wichwomen.ca. Rees said 
the group hopes to be 
able to resume gather-
ing together in a public 
space, as pandemic 
restrictions have kept the 
meetings online of late.

“Even if we have to 
wear masks and obey all 
the COVID protocols, 
it just would be so nice 
to be able to put the 
faces to the names and 
see people for real. Our 
September meeting was 
outside following proto-
col and it was just fabu-

lous to see people again,” 
said Donna Robertson, a 
founding member of 100 
Woolwich Women who 
Care.

This February marks 
the start of the group’s 
fourth year putting 
money back into the 
community through 
the collective giving 
process. The concept was 
a spinoff idea of what 
other cities or groups 
were already doing. What 
started as a local book 
club grew into a large 
group of women wanting 
to give back to Woolwich 

Township – Sharron 
Cook, Tammy Mayer, 
Tammy Willms along-
side Robertson and Rees 
founded the group. 

“Knowing that we 
gathered that many 
women together to better 
the community – we 
never in our wildest 
imaginations thought 
we’d get 100 women. The 
fact that we’re going into 
four years now and we’ve 
raised over $100,000 
dollars – it’s all for our 
community, which is the 
best part,” said Robert-
son.

→ WOOLWICH WOMEN 24
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