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1 Union St., Elmira  519-669-2201  www.schelters.ca Office & School Supplies • Print Copy Courier • Computer IT Supplies

Lang 2022
Wall Calendar 12” x 12” 

$1849
Reg. $21.49

Blueline® Monthly
Desk Pads

OVER 50 STYLES IN STOCK

NOW AVAILABLE: 2022 Business Calendars, Date Books & Diaries SHOP NOW for best selec�on! 

$3.97
FROM

OP Brand
Planners

$6.99
FROM

Products may not be exactly as shown. 
While Supplies last. See store for details.

Limited-time offers. MSRP of $23,795 on the 2021 Crosstrek CP MT (MX1 CP) *Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus $1,800 freight and PDI, $249 Admin, $100 Tire Tax, $10 OMVIC, $20 Tire Levy, $20 PPSA Service fee charge, and includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, 
registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. **Lease rate of 0.5% for 24 months. Lease payments of $66 weekly with $1,557 down payment. Lease end value $17,784 with $2,022 due on delivery. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 km per year for 24 months, 
or 40,000 km total, with excess charged at $0.10/km. Subject to credit approval by Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Leasing and fi nancing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and fi nance rates and terms available; down payment or 
equivalent trade-in may be required. Contact your Subaru dealer for details. Model shown: 2021 Crosstrek Limited Eyesight (MX2LP) with an MSRP of $34,495. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration and 
may not be equipped exactly as shown. EyeSight® is a driver assist system, which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions. The driver is always responsible for safe and attentive driving. System effectiveness depends on many factors such as vehicle maintenance, 
and weather and road conditions. Crosstrek and Subaru are registered trademarks. Offers end October 31, 2021. Offers subject to change or cancellation without notice. See your local Subaru dealer or visit  www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for complete program details. 

Pack way more fun 
into your fall.
•  Symmetrical Full-Time AWD

•  Excellent Fuel-effi ciency

•  Award-winning safety features

FOR 24 MONTHS WITH $1,557 DOWN.104 PAYMENTS REQUIRED.

AT
LEASE 
WEEKLY 
FOR

$66 0.5%**
APR2021 CROSSTREK

 WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $25,994*

MODELS WITH EYESIGHT® 
AND SPECIFIC HEADLIGHTS

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

FACING COMPLAINTS 
ABOUT INACTION OVER 
integrity commissioner 
reports into the conduct of 
Coun. Murray Martin, his 
colleagues this week opted 
to stay the course.

In a 3-1 vote at Tuesday 
night’s meeting, coun-
cillors avoided calling on 
Martin to recuse himself 
from future deliberations 
over a proposed Maryhill 
gravel pit.

Woolwich’s integrity 
commissioner recom-
mended council censure 
Martin for violating 
the township’s code of 
conduct in relation to the 
Capital Paving application.

An investigation 
was launched when  
complaints were filed 
following a July 13 commit-
tee meeting chaired by 
Martin. Bonnie Bryant of 
the Hopewell Creek Rate-
payers Association alleged 
Martin had cut her off 
during a scheduled presen-
tation and subsequently 
made an untrue statement 
related to her comments. 
Another resident, Susan B. 
Campbell, alleged Martin 
was in violation of the code 

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

EVEN AS THE WATER-
LOO REGION District 
School Board insists it’s 
not cancelling Halloween, 
an online petition is call-
ing for the board to reverse 
its restrictive measures.

The board has advised 
schools to discourage 
the wearing of costumes, 
decorations, handing 
out candy and just about 
anything related to 
Halloween other than 
permitting the wearing of 
orange and black clothing. 

School board insists it’s not cancelling Halloween
The Hamilton-based Clear Eyes Collective painted the first-ever mural at the St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market. Justine Fraser

“The board is not 
‘cancelling’ Halloween. 
The guidance pertains 
specifically to costumes, 
schools actively deco-
rating common areas, 
sharing of treats and/or 
engaging in activities such 
as parades. Sharing of 
traditions and class-based 
learning activities are fine. 
School wide practices 
including alternative ways 
to mark the day such as 
Black and Orange Day is 
fine,” the board said in a 
statement, declining to 
comment on the contro-
versy.

A petition on Change.
org currently has more 
than 3,800 signatures call-
ing for the board to reverse 

its stance.
“Life is too short not to 

be enjoyed. Is dressing up 
in a Halloween costume 

at the expense of others? 
Or is it a longstanding, fun 
tradition that is not aimed 
at hurting others who do 
not observe it?” wrote 
petition organizer Linzi 
Schmidt.

“For kids, especially, it is 
meant as a way to cele-
brate their favourite TV or 
movie character, a magical 
animal, a hero or, yes, even 
a ghoul or ghost.”

Thus far, the board has 
no intention of backing 
down, as the director of 
education made clear at 
Monday night’s meeting of 
trustees

“We’re not planning 
→ HALLOWEEN 5

A petition with 3,800 signatures calls for reversal of boards’ stance on holiday

While the school board dithers, others like this Wellesley home-
owner embrace the Halloween spirit. Justine Fraser

Council opts 
for no action 
on integrity 
commissioner’s 
findings

→ INTEGRITY 5
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Let us help you plan for the retirement you deserve.  
Get a second opinion on your portfolio.

, PFP
Investment Specialist and Financial Planner 
519.404.6646 
steve.lock@scotiabank.com 

 
including Scotia Securities Inc. As used in this document, “Investment Specialist and Financial Planner”, “Scotiabank Investment Specialist” and “Financial 
Planner and Investment Specialist” refers to a Scotia Securities Inc. mutual fund representative or, in Quebec, a Group Savings Plan Dealer Representative  
who is also registered in the category of Financial Planner. Scotia Securities Inc. is a member of the Mutual Fund Dealers Association.

Are you ready for life
in retirement?
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3575 Broadway Street, Hawkesville ON

sales@clbuilders.ca 519-699-4388 countrylanebuilders.ca

HELP WANTED
Country Lane Builders is a proven 

leader in the construction industry.  
We encourage innovation, and support 

our staff to be the best they can be 
through our communication, mutual 

respect & integrity.
If you are looking for a career 

opportunity with a competitive wage 
& benefit package, please email your 

resume to jeff@clbuilders.ca 
Experience preferred but not required.  

FULL TIME FRAMING 
& TRIM CARPENTERS 

required for a growing construction 
company based in Hawkesville.

Master Craftsmen of Fine Homes & Interiors DESKTOPS LAPTOPS TABLETS / IPADS ACCESSORIES PARTS
Your full-service computer
depot for a digital world.

FInd us online www.realitybytescomputers.com

ELMIRA
36 Oriole Pkwy E.
519-669-5551
FERGUS
920 St. David St. N.,
519-787-0006

WE REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

System
Upgrades

Virus
Removal

Backup &
Recovery

E-Waste
Depot

CHROME BOOKS | MACBOOKS | LAPTOPS | IPADS

OCTOBER

WE ARE
OPEN FOR 
WALK-IN

BUSINESS

$599 $599

$399

COME SEE US IN ELMIRA OR FERGUS TO CHECK OUT THESE GREAT DEALS ... and much m�e!

intel i7 (7600u), 2.8 ghz, 
8 gig DDR4 Ram,
256gig SSD, 13.3” 
1920x 1080 Touch Screen, 
Windows 10 Home

Lenovo Yoga 
370 with Pen

$299

NEW

$199 $199$329

AMD A4-9120C
4GB x 32 GB

11.6”LCD

HP 
CHROMEBOOK

Intel  i5 6300U, 2.4hgz, 8 
GB DDR4 Ram, 256GB 
SSD HD, 15.6” screen, 
Win 10 Pro 

Lenovo T560 

Lenovo T440 
Intel i5 4300u, 1.9ghz, 

8 GB Ram, 500 GB HDD, 
14” screen, Win 10 

Intel i5 (6500) 3.2ghz, 
8gig DD4 Ram , 1TB Hard 

Drive ,Windows 10 Pro

HP Elitedesk 
800 G2 Towers

Regular$399

BLOWOUT! BLOWOUT!

Regular$699

Model A1893 128gig
iPad 6 Wifi

Model A1474 
32gig

iPad Air Wifi

Regular$379

BLOWOUT!BLOWOUT!

Regular$299

BLOWOUT!

BLOWOUT!

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

THE DOWNWARD 
TREND OF COVID-19 
cases in Waterloo Region 
continues, with 107 active 
instances at midweek, 
down from 119 a week 
earlier. Officials were 
monitoring outbreaks in 
just four locations, and 
only six people were hospi-
talized with the disease.

“Our case rates have 
been on a stable and 
slowly decreasing trend 
in the last few weeks. We 
are seeing similar trends 
in our hospitalizations 
and outbreaks,” said 
medical officer of health 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang at the 
weekly pandemic briefing 
October 15. 

“Although this is encour-
aging news, we need to 
keep our foot on the gas 
pedal. Approximately 
77,000  eligible residents 
are not yet fully immu-
nized; approximately 
82,000 children under 
the age of 12 are not yet 
eligible for the vaccine. If 
you are not yet vaccinated 
it is not too late to get the 
vaccine to protect you, 
those you love and those 

Number of COVID-19 cases continues 
to fall in Waterloo Region; vaccine rates up

who cannot receive a 
vaccine,” she added.

Some 90.4 per cent of 
residents over the age of 
12 have had at least one 
dose of vaccine, with 86.4 
per cent fully immunized. 
Public health officials are 
pushing for at least 90 per 
cent of residents to receive 
both jabs, and to continue 
to observe precautions.

“As cooler weather 
drives more of our activ-
ities indoors, please 
remember to gather with 
the fewest people possible. 
Do not exceed the gather-
ing limit of 25 people, do 
not attend an event if you 
have any symptoms, even 
mild ones. Make sure the 
indoors is well ventilated 
and if people are unvacci-
nated, partially vaccinated 
or their vaccination status 
is unknown, you should 
wear a face covering and 
physically distance,” said 
Wang.

“Regarding proof of 
vaccination – changes 
to the provincial proof 
of vaccination require-
ments for weddings and 
funerals went into effect 
on Wednesday, October 
13. Proof of vaccination or 
an eligible exemption is 

required to attend a social 
gathering associated 
with a wedding service, 
rite or ceremony. Proof of 
vaccination or an eligible 
exemption is required to 
attend a social gathering 
associated with a funeral 
service, rite or ceremony.”

Anyone attending a 
wedding or funeral will 
need to show their vaccine 
certificate or provide 
a religious or medical 
reason for exemption. 

“What we’ve seen so 
far is the large majority of 
residents have complied 
with the requirements. 
While there have been 
some incidences where 
patrons were unhappy 
with the requirements, 
what we’ve heard is that 
these are not that frequent 
and overall people are 
helping their fellow resi-
dents.”

Since the start of the 
pandemic, there have been 
19,939 cases recorded in 
the region, of which 19,528 
have been resolved – 97.9 
per cent. A total of 302 
people have succumbed to 
the disease.

The numbers are 
trending  slightly upward 

→ PANDEMIC 4
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three Woolwich council this week dispersed some 
of its COVID-19 relief fund, allocating $11,000 
to the Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
$10,400 to the Elmira Theatre Company, 
$6,000 to the Woolwich Gymnastics Club, 
$5,000 to the Woolwich Seniors Assocation 
and $2,500 to the Kin Club of Woolwich.

As a sea of  red swathed Canada in a 
Liberal majority government on Monday 
night, Kitchener-Conestoga MP Harold 
Albrecht held onto his Conservative 
seat – the only blue riding left in Waterloo 
Region.The votes between him and Liberal 
candidate Tim Louis were tight all night. 
The winning margin was just 351 votes. 
From the Oct. 22, 2015 edition of The Observer

COVID relief funding From the archives

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H

Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Mix of housing proposed for new Elmira subdivision
Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

A LONG-ANTICIPATED 
RESIDENTIAL DEVEL-
OPMENT ON the west 
edge of Elmira now has 
some details, as Activa 
Holdings this week 
brought its plans to Wool-
wich council.

The Waterloo-based 

Sandra Pember and the Elmira Legion are preparing for this year’s Remembrance Day events. Justine Fraser

company is proposing to 
build 662 to 803 units on 
a 76-acre piece of land 
running west of Barn-
swallow Drive and south 
of Church Street. The 
property surrounds Gale 
Presbyterian Church on 
two sides.

As discussed Tuesday 
night, the developer is 
looking to build 337 to 410 

single-detached homes 
and townhouses, with 325 
to 393 multiple-residential 
units. To do that, Activa 
needs the township to 
approve increasing the 
density from the current 
36.5 units per acre to 64 per 
acre as part of the required 
official plan amendment 
and zone changes.

Representing Activa, 

Pierre Chauvin of MHBC 
Planning said the proposed 
subdivision offers a good 
mix of housing.

“It’s well located relative 
to the existing settlement 
area of Elmira, adjacent to 
established residential on 
the east side of Barnswal-
low, south of First Street, 
as well as to the Eldale 
community to the north, so 

represents a logical exten-
sion of the existing estab-
lished settlement area,” he 
told councillors.

The subdivision plan 
proposes connections to 
the existing neighbouring 
streets via an extension of 
Eagle and Muscovey drives. 
New streets are proposed to 
access Church Street West 
and Barnswallow Drive, → SUBDIVISION 6

across from Eldale Road, 
Bristow Creek Drive and 
Brookmead Street.

Although “providing a 
mix and range of housing 
within the subdivision,” 
the project doesn’t incor-
porate affordable housing 
per se, Chauvin said in 
response to a question 
from Coun. Fred Redekop. 

Legion launches new remembrance program
Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

TO COMMEMORATE 
THE 100 ANNIVERSARY 
of the poppy, the Royal 
Canadian Legion will be 
launching new ways for 
Canadians to support the 
cause and donate this year. 

Their national poppy 
campaign is set to launch 
October 29 and will 
include new features such 

as the ‘immortal poppy’ 
or digital poppy as well as 
new Legion signs that can 
be placed on front lawns to 
show support for Canada’s 
veterans during Remem-
brance Day. 

More than 7,000 signs 
have been sold across 
Canada so far. The recy-
clable lawn signs can be 
purchased online at the 
poppystore.ca or picked up 
from the Elmira Legion. 

The Elmira branch is open 
3-7 p.m., Thursdays and 
Fridays for anyone looking 
to pick up a Remembrance 
Day sign. The signs bear 
the message ‘We will 
remember them.’ 

Sandy Pember, chair of 
the poppy campaign for 
the Elmira Legion branch, 
said she is excited about 
the new features being 
added this year, hoping it 
expands the campaign’s 

donations and shows more 
support for veterans. Last 
year, the Elmira Legion 
raised close to $35,000.

“It’s important to 
support the campaign 
because... it’s all going to 
be designated to helping 
support veterans or their 
causes; that includes those 
that might be in hospital, 
like Parkwood Hospital in 
London, Leave the Streets 

→ REMEMBRANCE DAY 4

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

IT WASN’T THE KIND OF 
week the Sugar Kings were 
hoping for, but perhaps 
something of a learning 
experience for a young 
team early in the season.

Following a tough 
4-3 OT win over the Ayr 
Centennials, the Kings 
provided the Brantford 
Bandits with their first win 
via a 3-1 decision.

“There’s going to be 
some learning curves, 
and we understand that. 
It’s unfortunate we have 
to drop points to a team 
that we beat by eight goals 
the last time we played 
them,” said head coach 
Rob Collins of Sunday 
night’s loss to Brantford.  
“Those points are worth 
the same amount as the 
points against Cambridge 
or Waterloo or what have 
you.

“Hopefully that lesson 
gets learned sooner than 
later and we can move on 
from there.”

Team sees three games in as many days

As a result of the 
split, Elmira finds itself 
in fourth place in the 
GOJHL’s Midwestern 
Conference with a record 
of 5-2.

The Kings were in Ayr 
on October 14 to take on 
the Centennials (3-1-1-3), a 
match Collins was forced 
to miss due to a family 
emergency just as the 
team bus was headed to 
North Dumfries Township.

The team found itself 
behind twice before 
mounting a comeback 
to win in overtime. The 
Centennials were on the 
board first, scoring just 
past the three-minute 
mark, but Elmira would 
take a 2-1 lead before the 
buzzer sounded thanks 
to goals from Luke Eurig, 
assisted by Brayden Hislop 
and Jayden Lammel, and 
Jack O’Donnell (Kurtis 
Goodwin, Hislop).

Ayr got the equalizer 
less than two minutes 
into the middle frame, 
going ahead 3-2 about five 

Kings split a pair, 
ramp up for 
a busy weekend

ELMIRA SUGAR KINGS

→ KINGS 6
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Experience Ontario 
all over again.
There’s so much to rediscover in Ontario. From endless 
parks and trails to bustling cities and local businesses.

Let’s get back to exploring Ontario.

Get started today at 
destinationontario.com

behind, service dogs and 
those kinds of things. First 
and foremost, it is for the 
veterans.”

Pember noted that local 
hospitals often receive dona-
tions from the campaign 
every year, but it changes 
based on where the need is. 

“These are new ways 
people can show support 
for veterans, locally or 
around Canada. Things 
are different this year 
because of the pandemic, 
but the yard signs and the 
digital poppy are ways 
people can take part in 
Remembrance Day while 
staying safe. They can still 
go out and get their poppy, 
boxes will be available 
around Elmira. All the 
funds raised every year 
from the poppy campaign 

are used to help our veter-
ans,” Pember explained.

Some $20 million is 
donated every year during 
the National Poppy 
Campaign.

“We are pleased to 
expand our poppy 
campaign this year and 
happy to once again work 
alongside some great part-
ners to make it all happen,” 
said Dominion president 
Bruce Julian in a release. 
“Because of these collective 
efforts, Canadians will be 
able to donate in new and 
engaging ways to support 
our veterans, even in the 
midst of the pandemic. 
Technological advance-
ments offer new opportu-
nities, and we’re excited to 
provide multiple options to 
make it easy for people to 
support the campaign.

Along with supporting 
veterans, Remembrance 
Day activities serve to 
make Canadians pause to 
recall past sacrifices.

“I think it’s important 
this year to remember the 
past, to remember hard 
times that came before and 
how we as Canadians came 
through it,” said Pember.

Traditional poppy 
boxes will be available at 
numerous locations across 
Waterloo Region. As part 
of a pilot project launched 
last year, the Legion’s 
tap-and-pay boxes will be 
available again. The digital 
boxes will offer new dona-
tion amounts alongside 
the customary red and 
black flower pins. 

The country’s Remem-
brance Day ceremony this 
year will be held at the 
National War Memorial 
in Ottawa, spectators are 

discouraged from attend-
ing due to the ongoing 
pandemic but can view it 
via an online presentation 
on November 11. 

The Elmira branch will 
be holding a ceremony this 
year at the cenotaph on 
Remembrance Day starting 
at 11 a.m. It will give the 
opportunity for people and 
businesses to purchase 
wreaths that will be pre-laid 
before the event starts to 

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

REMEMBRANCE DAY: Ongoing pandemic means more focus on digital, online options again this year
→ FROM 3

in Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, with the 
midweek total at 71 active 
cases, up from 62 a week 
earlier. Of a total of 9,277 
cases since the pandemic 
began, 9,079 (97.9) have 
been resolved. There have 
been 127 fatalities associ-
ated with the virus.

Public health there 

limit the spread of COVID. 
The organization is asking 
residents to remain six feet 
apart during the ceremony. 
Pember noted there will 
not be a parade this year, 
but they will still have other 
traditional elements to their 
ceremony.

New for 2021 is the digital 
poppy, which was created 
as a way for Canadians to 
donate and show online 
support for the yearly 

PANDEMIC: Downward trend seen in provincial, national numbers, too
→FROM 2 reports 87.7 per cent of 

eligible residents has 
received at least one dose 
of vaccine, with 84.4 per 
cent fully inoculated.

The province continues 
to see growth in the total 
number of cases, with the 
tally now at 595,600, up 
about 3,000 in the past 
week.

There have been 9,819 

deaths attributed to the 
virus – up 27 over the 
week before – represent-
ing a mortality rate of 1.6 
per cent. The ministry 
reports 582,072 cases 
(97.7 per cent) have been 
resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada 
show 31,000 active 
cases nationwide, down 

about 6,500 from a week 
earlier. The cumulative 
total of confirmed cases 
now stands at 1,687,617, 
with 28,603 related 
deaths, a mortality rate 
of 1.8 per cent. Nation-
ally, 87.2 per cent of 
eligible Canadians have 
received at least one dose 
of vaccine, with 81.9 per 
cent fully vaccinated.

campaign. Through their 
website www.mypoppy.
ca, Canadians can make a 
contribution to receive a 
digital poppy to share on 
social media. Funds raised 
go directly to the Legion 
National Foundation. This 
foundation, in partnership 
with the Royal Canadian 
Legion work throughout 
the country to support 
programs that help veterans. 

“The digital poppy is an 
interesting way for resi-
dents to support the Legion 
and what we do. It’s a very 
safe way for people to still 
take part in Remembrance 
Day,” said Pember.

Another new digital 
feature this year is the 
ceremony locator available 
on the legion.ca website. 
Canadians will be able to 
find a Legion-supported 
Remembrance Day cere-
mony closest to them.

Along with digital versions, the Legion will be selling traditional 
poppies ahead of Remembrance Day.
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2022 Regional Budget
A meeting for the 2022 Plan and Budget Committee for the Regional Municipality will 
be held electronically on the following date:

• Monday, November 1, 2021 at 2:00 p.m.

A Public Input meeting will be held on the following date:
• Monday, November 1, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 

Further Public input meetings are being planned.

If you wish to appear as a delegation during the Public Input meeting, please visit the 
Region’s website for more information and to complete and submit an online form: 
https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/regional-government/communicate-with- council.aspx

Final approval of the Region’s 2022 Operating Budget and Ten-Year Capital Program is 
scheduled for Wednesday, December 15, 2021.

You can watch any of the scheduled budget or Council meetings on the Region’s website 
at https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/regional-government/live-webcast.aspx.

For a copy of the budget schedule or for more information about the Regional budget, 
please visit our website: 
https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/regional-government/budget-and-finance-archives.aspx.

Notice of these meetings is being given in accordance with the “Municipal Act”, as 
amended, and the Region’s Notice Policy.

William Short
Regional Clerk

October 15, 2021

Chocolate • Cookies • Crackers • Cereals 
 Assorted Party Snacks • Candy & Toffees

European Groceries • Purified Water Centre 
Specialty Gift Items 

Factory Outlet Store - Up to 80% off

UP TO 80% OFF
WHOLESALE PRICES

551 Parkside Dr. Waterloo   519.747.5524   bodefoods.ca

to withdraw, we have 
clarified what we mean, 
and now I’m also on record 
saying there are no plans 
to cancel Halloween,” said 
Jeewan Chanicka, the 
Waterloo Region Record 
reported.

“We also recognize for 
some students it can be 
quite a harmful day on 
more than one level, and 
often times those fami-
lies are scared to say how 
they’re feeling. Some 
families that we know 
are making choices to go 
without food so that they 
can purchase a costume 
for their child.”

The board insists the 
policy is no different from 
last year, not cancelling 
Halloween, just all the 
activities associated with 
it, save for the likes of 
black and orange shirts, 
which have been deemed 
safe and for now, inoffen-

sive. 
“From a health and 

safety standpoint, the 
WRDSB is following a 
similar approach regard-
ing Halloween in prioritiz-
ing the health and safety 
of school environments, 
as we did last year and in 
previous years. A depar-
ture from this commit-
ment to health and safety 
would be inconsistent 
with the promise we 
have made to families to 
provide a safe learning 
environment for all,” read 
the statement.

“From an equity and 
inclusion standpoint, 
not all families celebrate 
Halloween, for many 
reasons including cultural, 
religious, socio-economic 
and personal. The spirit 
of inclusion also means 
respect for the decision of 
those who can’t or choose 
not to participate in these 
activities. 

“Halloween costumes, 
decorations and practices 
may (and have) caused 
harm to Indigenous, 
Black and other racialized 
communities through 
the appropriation of 
ceremonial dress, and 
the mocking of racialized 
identities and ethno-reli-
gious groups, etc. 

“Halloween should be 
a day in which all of our 
students/families feel like 
they can participate in 
public education. But we 
have many families who 
do not send their children 
to school on Halloween 
because it is not in line 
with their beliefs and their 
feeling that their children 
are excluded from learn-
ing opportunities when 
the entire school is seen as 
observing Halloween. This 
leads to the exclusion of 
students.”

All Hallow’s Eve falls on 
a Sunday this year.

by leaving early from the 
meeting and prejudging 
the Shantz Station pit 
application; the latter was 
upheld.

Integrity commissioner 
Ellen Fry recommended 
Martin be directed to apol-
ogize to Bryant for inter-
rupting her to contradict 
her, that council reprimand 
Martin for prejudging the 
gravel pit application, and 
that Martin be excluded 
from any future meetings 
in which the application is 
considered.

The complaints were 
handled by the town-
ship’s contracted service 
provider, ADR Chambers.

At an October 5 meet-
ing, Martin apologized 
to Bryant, but council-
lors argued legal advice 
they’d received precluded 
measures to prevent 
Martin from taking part in 
any future votes.

This week, Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan said council had 
yet to deal with all of the 

integrity commissioner’s 
recommendations, having 
quickly moved on from 
the issue on October 5.

“Last week, I thought 
we maybe fell down on the 
job actually considering 
those reports in a thought-
ful manner – it was fairly 
rushed,” he argued, 
calling for council to seek 
accountability. 

“We have rules that we 
all agreed to, and when 
rules are broken there have 
to be some consequences,” 
Merlihan added, noting a 
public airing would foster 
trust in the system.

“We have an integrity 
commissioner so that the 
public can feel assured 
when they feel like council 
has done something – we 
can go through that process, 
and it’s independent.

Other councillors had a 
different take, however.

“We should not be in 
the business of taking 
vengeance on each other. 
When Coun. Martin 
apologized, I felt his 

apology was genuine, I 
felt that it showed contri-
tion, and I felt like that 
apology showed that no 
action that we would take 
as council would dictate 
further changes in future 
behaviour,” said Coun. 
Scott McMillan.

For his part, Martin said 
his apology was heartfelt, 
something he intended to 
do even before the integ-
rity commissioner’s report 
was filed.

“There was nothing 
forced, that came right 
from my heart,” he said.

Though the integrity 
commissioner found 
Martin had prejudged the 
Shantz Station pit applica-
tion, recommending he be 
excluded from future votes 
on the matter (perhaps a 
moot point given that the 
issue will be decided by a 
provincial tribunal), council 
opted to simply receive the 
report. Martin has not said 
if he would recuse himself 
should the application 
resurface at council.

HALLOWEEN: Board calls holiday potentially divisive
→FROM 1

INTEGRITY: Council accepts apology, wants to move on
→FROM 1

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

LOOKING AFTER 
PATIENTS IS THE 
number-one job at the 
Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, but the 
building’s health is also 
on the agenda. The latest 
upgrade to the facility 
comes courtesy of $27,000 
from the province, part 
of $10 million in funding 
announced last week for 
Waterloo Region.

At WCHC, the money will 
pay for new eavestroughs 
and downspouts on the 

Latest round of funding sees $27K for building upgrades at WCHC
organization’s St. Jacobs 
headquarters. 

In all, the province 
will provide more than 
$10 million through the 
Health Infrastructure 
Renewal Fund – including 
$6.8 million for St. Mary’s 
General Hospital and $1.4 
million for Grand River 
Hospital – and the Commu-
nity Infrastructure Renewal 
Fund, which includes the 
$27,183 for WCHC and 
$258,276 for the Kitchener 
Downtown Community 
Health Centre.

“Basically, it’s replacing 
things around the build-

ing to improve the water 
management. We’ve been 
running into a few issues 
– our building’s 30 years 
old now – and it’s time to 
replace it,” said WCHC 
executive director Rosslyn 
Bentley of where the money 
will be going.

Under terms of the 
funding, the work has to 
be completed by the end of 
next March, with Bentley 
noting they’ll be pushing to 
have it done this fall.

“Because we own our 
buildings, we certainly try 
to maintain them; we use 
some of the revenues that 

we make from rents and 
things like that, but the 
government helps subsi-
dize some of the things 
that we need to do, so we’re 
grateful for that.”

Overall, the government 
is providing $175 million 
to hospitals through the 
Health Infrastructure 
Renewal Fund and $7.6 
million to community 
health service providers 
through the Community 
Infrastructure Renewal 
Fund. The money allows 
organizations to address 
urgent infrastructure 
renewal needs such as 

upgrades or replacements 
of roofs, windows, security 
systems, fire alarms and 
back-up generators.

“Patients and families in 
Waterloo Region deserve 
the highest quality of health 
care delivered in comfort-
able, upgraded facilities”, 
said Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris in a state-
ment announcing the latest 
funding. “Whether it is in 
our major regional hospi-
tals or our rural health care 
centres, our government is 
committed to providing the 
necessary investments to 
keep local infrastructure up 

to modern standards so that 
the care our community 
needs is available close to 
home.”

“The health centre 
can focus on patient and 
community care knowing 
the government is helping 
keep our staff and buildings 
safe,” said Bentley

“We’ll have some doors 
that are needing replacing,  
and then I think in about 
five years that roof will 
need replacing. These are 
some of the things that 
come along, but we have a 
very comprehensive list of 
everything that is needed.”
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315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 8am to 9pm | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

371 Arthur St. S. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126 |

your supplier of
feeds and pet food

The Next Elmira Clinic: 
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, October 29
2:30 - 7:30 pm 

Your 
donation
matters.

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing.
Book online at blood.ca or 

by calling 1-888-2-DONATE            
               (1-888-236-6283)

ↆ E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

Rather, a range of options 
that includes stacked 
townhouses, back-to-back 
townhouses and four-sto-
rey apartment buildings, 
with some smaller units, 
should make for “attain-
able housing”

Likewise, an increased 
supply will provide 
competition in the market 
and perhaps drive down 
prices, he added.

While the public 
planning meeting didn’t 
include any other dele-
gations, the township 
did receive some written 
comments expressing 
concerns, particularly 
about the suitability of 
the development, the 
density and the impact of 
increased traffic as Elmira 
adds yet more homes.

“We have tremendous 
growth going on in Elmira 
(i.e. over 2,500 units 
recently built, being built 
or being approved to be 
built in Birdland and north 
end of Elmira), but our 
main access to Kitchen-
er-Waterloo (i.e. Arthur 
St. S./Hwy. 85) is currently 
only slated to be fixed over 
the course of the next 10 to 
21 years, which will make 
the traffic between now 
and then horrendous, at 
best,” wrote resident Bill 
Scott, noting nothing has 

SUBDIVISION: Plan will bring growth, traffic to west side
→FROM 3 been done to speed up the 

widening of the route.
That issue was taken up 

by Ward 1 Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan, who noted the 
developer’s traffic studies 
show the potential for a 
45 per cent increase in the 
traffic along the Arthur 
Street gateway to K-W 
at morning and evening 
peaks, which could lead to 
even more gridlock.

He also pointed out the 
potential impact on roads 
such as First Street, with 
its schools, where resi-
dents already complain of 
volumes and speeding.

Township manager of 
planning Jeremy Vink 
responded that a review 
of traffic studies would 
be carried out by both the 
township and Region of 
Waterloo as part of Activa’s 
application, adding that 
the in-town roads such as 
First Street and Whippoor-
will Drive are expected to 
carry more traffic, and are 
currently underused. 

“They are meant to 
handle that kind of 
capacity,” he said of the 
increases that  would come 
with the new subdivision.

Looking at the layout 
of the proposed devel-
opment, Merlihan asked 
why two large stormwater 
management ponds would 
front on Barnswallow 

Drive, essentially domi-
nating the view of the 
project from the street.

Vink noted the land 
drains from west to east, 
making the locations the 
“logical spots” for the 
ponds, prompting Merli-
han to ask if the devel-
oper would be charged 
with making the outlets 
attractive, “manicured” 
features, perhaps as part 
of a trail system.

“Some sort of trail that 
would extend eventually 
all the way down Barn-
swallow and link up to 
some of those other trails 
would be nice. Now is the 
time, when you’re starting 
to dig in the dirt there that 
we can make those plans,” 
he said, noting there are 
longstanding plans to 
reconstruct Barnswallow 
Drive, irrespective of the 
Activa project.

“I think it’s important 
that we get a decent trail 
for cycling and walking on 
Barnswallow as part of the 
reconstruction,” agreed 
Mayor Sandy Shantz.

This week’s meeting was  
the first mandatory public 
session, with councillors 
not making any decisions. 
The public now has time to 
comment on the detailed 
proposal, with planning 
staff reporting back to 
council at a later date.

minutes later. A power 
play goal from Eurig 
(Nathaniel Mott, Lammel) 
knotted thing up again 
heading into the second 
intermission.

It remained 3-3 through 
the third, so it was off to 
OT, where Brody Leblanc 
settled things in Elmira’s 
favour with a goal assisted 
by Eurig and Hislop.

The visitors outshot 
the home side 37-28, with 
netminder Matthew 
Lunghi picking up the win. 
The Kings were 1-6 with 
the man advantage, while 
Ayr was 1-2. 

There was less to like 
about the team’s return to 
Elmira to face Brantford, 
says Collins.

“Sunday, I  didn’t see a 
whole heck of a lot that 
I want to rant and rave 
about.”

The visitors scored 
first, posting the opening 
period’s only goal, a power 
play marker.

The Kings gave the fans 
at the WMC something 
to cheer about at 11:49 of 
the second when Adam 
Grein scored, assisted by 
Lammel and Aidan Yarde, 
but that would be it for 
the team’s scoring. Four 
minutes later, the Bandits 
went ahead for good. It 
was 2-1 after 40 minutes.

Just 11 seconds into the 
third, the visitors got an 
insurance goal, and that’s 
how it ended, despite 
Elmira outshooting Brant-
ford 36-20.

“Our execution wasn’t 
very good and we got 
taught a real valuable 
lesson that if you take 
anyone lightly, you know 
you’ll regret it,” surmised 
Collins of the team’s 
mindset heading into a 
game against last-place 
Brantford.

Things don’t get easier 
from here. The Kings’ 
weekend included three 
games in as many nights, 
starting Friday night 
in Listowel Cyclones, 
followed by games in 
Elmira Saturday (KW 

Siskins) and Sunday 
against Caledon.

Practices this week will 
involve fundamentals, 
drawing on the loss to 
Brantford that has the 
team looking to make up 
ground.

“We’re chasing now. 
We kind of stubbed their 
toe there [Sunday] so 
now we’re chasing,” said 
Collins.

“Effort really hasn’t been 
an issue so far this year – 
it’s kind of been just focus 
and execution. I anticipate 
our effort will be just as 
good if not better coming 
off a loss like that. I’m 
hoping they learned that 
their focus needs to match 
their effort level as well if 
you want to have success.”

KINGS: Coach looks for team to bounce back from loss
→FROM 3

Elmira’s Mason Eurig in action Sunday at the WMC, where the 
Kings fell 3-1 to the Brantford Bandits.  Justine Fraser
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Learn more or apply at
regionofwaterloo.ca/conservation
519-575-4400  |  TTY: 519-575-4608

Apartment buildings
and condos can 

save big 
by investing in 
water efficiency.
Funding available now!

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Meatloaf or Fish includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Oct 22 & 23

pre-order

reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Oct 27-30

Fish or Saucy Garlic Chicken includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Call us for a 
FREE quotation 

and legal review of 
your transactions!

LET US HELP YOU 
WITH YOUR FALL 

REAL ESTATE
DEAL!

“The Happiest people don’t have the BEST of 
everything. They just have the BEST of everything 
they have.”” 

Brent Wiancko B.A (Hons.);  M.A. (History), M.A. (Public History), J.D.

Michelle Barbosa-Macedo Licensed Paralegal

OCTOBER 10

8:30 PM | Wellington 
County OPP investigated 
the driver of a motor vehi-
cle on Highway 6 near 
Side Road 9 in Mapleton 
Township for a High-
way Traffic Act violation 
(HTA). During the inves-
tigation, police deter-
mined that the driver’s 
ability to operate a motor 
vehicle was impaired 
and they were placed 
under arrest. A 38-year-
old Waterloo man was 
charged with ‘operation 
while impaired - alcohol 
and drugs,’ ‘refusal/failure 
to comply with demand’ 
and ‘two counts of drive 
while prohibited.’ His 
licence was suspended 
for 90 days and his car 
impounded for a week. 
The accused is scheduled 
to appear in the Ontario 
Court of Justice - Guelph 
on Nov. 12 to answer to 
the charges. 

OCTOBER 12

12:00 AM | A Perth 
County OPP officer was 
on general patrol in the 
Township of Perth East 
when they conducted a 
traffic stop on a speed-
ing vehicle. During the 
investigation, a roadside 
screening test was admin-
istered, leading to the 
driver’s arrest. A 25-year-
old Stratford woman was 
charged with ‘operation 
while impaired - blood 
alcohol concentration (80 
plus).’ Her licence was 
suspended for 90 days 
and her car impounded for 
a week. She was released 
from custody and is 
scheduled to appear at the 
Ontario Court of Justice in 
Stratford at a later date to 
answer to the charge.

OCTOBER 13

In conjunction with the 
Thanksgiving holiday, 
Waterloo Regional Police 
took part in Operation 
Impact, a national public 
awareness campaign to 
make Canada’s roads the 
safest in the world by 
promoting safe driving 
behaviours.

The campaign focused 
on driving behaviours 
that put road users at 
risk, including the fatal 
four offences, such 
as impaired driving by 
alcohol, drugs or fatigue, 
aggressive driving, 
distracted driving and 
seat belt compliance.

“It is disappointing 
to see that motorists 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

4:14 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of property damage 
at a residence on Pheas-
ant Drive in Elmira. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8777.

2:31 PM | Police received 
a report of an unwanted 
person at a business on 
Industrial Drive in Elmira. 
The suspect caused 
property damage to the 
business prior to leaving. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8777.

OCTOBER 15

5:04 PM |  Pol ice 
responded to reports of a 
single-vehicle collision in 
the area of New Jerusalem 
Road and South Field Drive 
in Elmira. The driver of the 
vehicle was travelling east 
on New Jerusalem Road, 
lost control and entered 
the ditch. There were no 
physical injuries reported 
as result of the collision. 
A 19-year-old Kitchener 

man, was charged with 
‘careless driving.’

7:03 PM | A single-ve-
hicle collision brought 
police to Shantz Station 
and Hopewell Creek 
roads north of Breslau. 
The driver of the vehi-
cle was travelling south 
on Shantz Station Road 
and lost control, causing 
the vehicle to flip several 
times before landing in 
a ditch. There were no 
physical injuries reported 
as a result of the colli-
sion. A 19-year old Wool-
wich Township man was 
charged with ‘careless 
driving.’

OCTOBER 17

2:21 AM |  Water-
loo Regional Pol ice 
responded to a report of 
vehicle theft in the area 
of Sawmill Road and St. 
Charles Street West in 
Bloomingdale. The inves-
tigation determined that 
the keys to the vehicle had 
been taken as a result of a 
break and enter. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 

1-800-222-8777.

11:45 AM | A collision 
at Lobsinger Line and 
Kressler Roads brought 
police to Heidelberg. The 
investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone who witnessed 
this collision is asked to 
call police at 519-570-
9777. 

OCTOBER 18

2:35 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a theft on 
Woolwich Street North 
in Breslau. An unknown 
suspect stole a snow-
plough blade from a 
private driveway. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8777.

7 :41 PM |  Po l ice 
responded to a single-ve-
hicle collision at Sawmill 
Road and New Jerusalem 
Road near Conestogo. The 
investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone who witnessed 
this collision is asked to 
call police at 519-570-
9777.

Waterloo Regional Police  lay 300 charges in Operation Impact

Operation Impact (303 charges from 580 engagements)
 ↆ Impaird  ↆ Collisions  ↆ Aggressive  ↆ Distracted  ↆ Seatbelt  ↆ Other

Imparied by 
alcohol 19

With injury 19 Speeding 156 Careless 4 Driver 
without 
seatbelt 3

Hwy Traffic 
Act viola-
tions and 
Compulsory 
Automobile 
Insurance 
Act Charges 
72

Refusal to 
provide break 
sample 2

Impairment to 
be a factor 6

Dangerous 5 Other 
seatbelt 
charges 1

Impaired by 
drug 2

Stunt 14

Other 5

Total Charges: 303

continue to decide to 
drive while impaired,” 
said Chief Bryan Larkin 
in a release. “Road 
Safety is a top priority for 
the Waterloo Regional 

Police Service, and 
our members remain 
committed to ensuring 
our roads are kept free 
from impaired drivers.”

The Waterloo Regional 

Police Service’s Traffic 
Unit and Neighbourhood 
Patrol members engaged 
with 580 motorists during 
the Thanksgiving week-
end.

Emergency crews were called to the intersection of Arthur Street and South Field Drive just before 
8 a.m. Wednesay morning after a car struck a pedestrian. Joe Merlihan

The local newpaper is your 
connection to the community.
Thanks for supporting local 
journalism here at home.
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OpinionOpinion “The pandemic has highlighted the 
existing inequity and precarity in Cana-
da’s job market and shone a light on 
the pervasiveness of work defined by 
low wages, unstable hours, and lack 
of access to basic employment rights.” 
Bea Bruske, president of the Canadian Labour Congress, 
calls for a focus on good jobs.

Record-low interest rates and strong 
housing market activity driven by a 
pandemic-fuelled demand for more 
space have propelled residential mort-
gage debt growth during the first half of 
2021 up to levels not seen in a decade.
CMHC

Verbatim The Monitor

The latest expansion plan at the Region of Water-
loo International Airport, doubling its size, 
arrived with much fanfare. If the track record 
is any indicator, the millions of dollars will be 

swept under the rug at some point in the future.
The if-you-build-it-they-will-come approach has come up 

short every time, but officials will undoubtedly maintain this 
time will be different.

Right now, the region claims passenger traffic will reach 
a million in the next couple of years, despite the fact the 
numbers were already in decline pre-pandemic, to 80,000 in 
2018. The peak was 154,000 in 2015.

Still, the region’s airport master plan approved in 2017 calls 
for $375 million in spending at the airport. The plan had based 
much of the work on meeting increases in passenger volumes, 
but council has scrapped that in favour of spending on a wing 
and a prayer.

Most alarmingly, taxpayers already on the hook for annual 
operating losses face yet more subsidies even if the planned 
revenue increases do somehow materialize. They’ll also be 
saddled with ever-growing debt and debt-servicing charges to 
pay for the capital expenditures, which will never be recouped.

While a few regional councillors voted against the latest 
spending, noting the past failures, the majority pushed ahead. 
Not once in the discussion was the most fundamental question 
asked: why does the region need an airport? It’s not as though 
travellers are without nearby options, ones that offer far more 
flights and, historically, much better rates.

Also absent: When do taxpayers stop subsidizing opera-
tional costs at the airport? When do all the capital costs get 
paid back to public coffers? How much money is returned to 
public coffers in the form of direct taxation each year? Does 
this amount cover the costs of the airport (operational and 
capital)? Every past forecast of increased traffic and revenue 
has come up short, why is this time different? What happens 
if/when the airport again fails to reach the passenger/revenue 
targets? Who is held accountable and what tangible repercus-
sions will follow?

These same kind of questions go unasked with many 
government projects, essential or, as with the airport, non-es-
sential. 

Right now, especially, it makes no sense to be spending 
money on the airport given the extreme losses the industry is 
experiencing due to the pandemic. Some of the changes may 
be permanent, particularly when it comes to remote meetings 
replacing business travel, a practice that has also been hit by 
heightened environmental concerns.

As with a number of work-related practices in a post-pan-
demic world, business travel is expected to take a permanent 
hit, though how big the impact will be is up in the air. Some 
have suggested business travel will decline by half, while even 
those in the industry predict the new normal will be 10 to 20 
per cent lower than the pre-pandemic numbers.

The pandemic has not been kind to the global airline indus-
try as a whole. That’s especially true in Canada, which has 
been subjected to more stringent restrictions and lockdowns, 
particularly in relation to the U.S.

The local airport’s share of the business is a tiny slice, but the 
trend is likely to have an impact on every facet of the industry.

A number of the past airline services in Breslau have been 
aimed squarely at business travellers – vainly, in the end – 
which is less likely to drive passenger numbers. While the 
convenience is high for residents, the relatively few flight 
options means we have to look to flights from other locations.

Therein lies the rub: the region has spent millions of dollars 
upgrading the facility to largely little avail. A number of 
airlines have attempted to offer service from Breslau over the 
years, most eventually winding down.

But this time will be different, of course. Taxpayers have 
seen this in-flight (horror) movie before.

The important questions go 
unasked in airport project

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

International treaties are 
serious business. A lot of time 

and effort goes into negotiating 
them, and they become part of 
international law. It’s very rare 
for a politician to say, only a 
couple of years after negotiating 
a treaty, that his country always 
felt it was “a little bit provisional 
and open to review.”

That was Lord David Frost, 
who is still described as Britain’s 
chief Brexit negotiator two years 
after Brexit happened. (That’s 
because he is still trying to rene-
gotiate it.) At the time he called 
the Brexit treaty an “excellent 
deal” and Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson hailed it as a “fantastic 
deal,” but that was before the 
2019 election.

A new crisis is bubbling up 
now because the Northern 
Ireland part of the deal is falling 
apart. It could trigger a British 
trade war with the European 
Union and a return to real war in 
Northern Ireland, but the deal is 
falling apart mainly because the 
Conservative-led British govern-
ment was lying when it agreed 
to it in 2019.

Boris Johnson was new in 
office in 2019 and desperately 
needed to ‘get Brexit done.’ Only 
then could he call an election 
and hope to win a majority in 
Parliament. So he made an 
agreement with the EU on post-
Brexit trade relations, especially 
regarding Northern Ireland, that 

Could we see a UK-EU trade war?
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

fell far short of what his govern-
ment actually wanted.

Dominic Cummings, who 
was Johnson’s right-hand  man 
until he lost an internal power 
struggle a year ago, explained 
last week why he and a few allies 
got Johnson to sign a docu-
ment they had no intention of 
honouring.

“We wriggled [through the 
negotiations with the EU] with 
the best option we could,” 
Cummings said, “ and intended 
to get Johnson to ditch the bits 
we didn’t like after whacking 
(Labour Party leader Jeremy) 
Corbyn” in an early election.

And so it came to pass. The 
Conservatives buried Corbyn 
in a landslide in the December 
2019 election, and the United 
Kingdom finally left the EU in 
January 2020 – or rather, most 
of it did. The ‘bits we didn’t like’ 
mostly had to do with North-
ern Ireland, which for customs 
purposes remained in the Euro-
pean Union. Why?

The ‘Troubles’ between the 
Loyalists (Protestants who 
wanted to stay in the United 
Kingdom) and the Nationalists 
(Catholics who wanted to make 
Northern Ireland part of the 
Irish republic) killed around 

3,500 people in 1969-1998. 
Preserving the ‘Good Friday’ 
agreement that ended the kill-
ing was vital, but it wasn’t easy.

When the agreement was 
signed  both the UK and the 
Irish Republic were members of 
the EU, so the border between 
them could be opened: no 
checkpoints, no movement 
controls, no customs duties. 
That allowed Nationalists to 
come and go as they wished 
and think of themselves as Irish 
citizens, while Loyalists could 
go on believing they lived in the 
United Kingdom.

Unfortunately, Brexit 
required creating a real customs 
frontier between the UK and the 
EU. Since a ‘hard’ border on land 
would undermine the faith of 
Northern Irish Nationalists in 
the Good Friday deal and prob-
ably start the war again, London 
reluctantly agreed to put the 
border “in the Irish Sea” instead.

There would continue to be 
complete freedom of movement 
for people and goods through-
out Ireland, while goods coming 
into Northern Ireland from the 
rest of the UK would go through 
EU customs checks at the North-
ern Irish ports.

It was a cumbersome solu-
tion that most Brexiteers hated 
because it infringed on British 
‘sovereignty,’ but Johnson was 
in a hurry so he signed. He then 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs
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Editor's 
Point of View

Perhaps some change for the better will emerge from pandemic

focusing on loopholes that 
involve incorporation to 
lower the tax burden. PM 
Justin Trudeau talks about 
tax fairness and the plight 
of the middle class, never 
mentioning their own 
profligacy and how the 
tax burden increases on 
the very middle class they 
claim to be defending. 

Of course, the whole 
idea of a middle class 
remains muddled. Poli-
ticians and bureaucrats 
carefully avoid defin-
ing it, knowing many 
people see themselves as 
middle class despite their 
paycheques being lower 
than the median family 
income of $70,000. Many 
of us are more aspirational 
than actual middle class 
earners. 

Instead, they prefer to 
maintain the fiction that 

as many people as possi-
ble will benefit in an “us” 
versus “them” scenario 
when invoking class. 

There’s lip service to 
populism making the 
wealthy and corpora-
tions the target of fail-
ing middle-class and 
growing underclass, the 
kind of thing that gave 
rise to Donald Trump in 
the U.S., where the class 
distinctions are more 
pronounced, coupled with 
more than a touch of racial 
issues. 

What we’re seeing, 
however, is more faux 
populism.

What the U.S. – and 
indeed much of the West, 
including Canada – needs 
is more class warfare. Oh, 
not in the sense of the riots 
we’ve seen in Greece, Brit-
ain and France in recent 
years, but in the sense that 
we recognize the system 
is not as advertised. As 
with Trudeau’s Liberals, 
governments attempt to 

sell us on the idea that 
they’re protecting our 
interests when they’re 
simply selling them-
selves for the next elec-
tion – appear to be doing 
something to garner votes, 
while actually benefiting 
those of the more elevated 
classes.

That reality is precisely 
what’s missing from 
political debate, here as 
assuredly as in the U.S. 
Despite a recent upward 
blip due to the pandemic – 
a true accounting of which 
we’ll likely wait in vain 
– the framework has long 
been based on austerity 
measures: how much to 
cut from social spending 
in order to balance the 
budget. But that’s really 
just a distraction from 
the bigger issue, namely 
the framework of our civil 
society. 

That has more to do with 
regulatory matters than 
it does with particular 
spending choices.

In short, it’s about who 
benefits from the political 
and economic systems 
we’ve created – and let’s be 
clear: they are manmade, 
not pre-ordained. For 
much of the postwar era, 
it was a large segment of 
the population. For more 
than 40 years, however, 
the number of beneficia-
ries has grown smaller, 
increasingly in favour of 
the wealthy and corporate 
classes. Everybody contin-
ues to pay, but fewer and 
fewer profit.

Conservative govern-
ments, funded by those 
who’ve seen the most 
benefits, have certainly 
led the charge against the 
types of advances that 
came out of the Depres-
sion/Second World War 
experience, including 
regulations govern-
ing minimum wages, 
working conditions, the 
environment, corporate 
ownership and financial 
services, to name a few. 

But they’ve been joined 
by their major opponents 
here (Liberals), in the U.S. 
(Democrats) and the UK 
(Labour) as money influ-
ences the debate.

Decision after decision 
that has been harmful 
to the middle class has 
been couched in just the 
opposite terms – support-
ers knowing full well you 
can’t sell policies by saying 
a handful will make out 
like bandits at everyone 
else’s expense. From 
financial deregulation to 
free trade, from outsourc-
ing to corporate welfare, 
we’re told the changes 
will make us all better off. 
Or, if that doesn’t work, 
we’re told the sky will fall 
if we don’t go along with 
the prescribed course of 
action. For the latter, look 
no farther than the billions 
of dollars funnelled into 
corporate hands in the 
form of bailouts following 
the 2008 collapse, often 
paid to those responsi-
ble for the crisis in the 
first place. Large sums of 
that cash were paid out 
in bonuses, with banks 
and investment compa-
nies quickly returning to 
profitability while taxpay-
ers were on the hook for 
the money, all the while 
suffering from unemploy-
ment and underemploy-
ment.

The central myth 
revolves around the free 
market, which typically 
boils down to privatizing 
profits and socializing 
losses, witnessed time and 
time again.

In Trump’s Amer-
ica, there was another 
recourse to trickle-down 
economics, with Joe 
Biden’s limited attempts 
at change meeting the 
expected resistance, even 
within his own party.

Voodoo economics – the 
label of former president 
George H.W. Bush – is 
what we’ve been living 
with for more than four 

The region rolls the dice that declining passenger counts will increase by 1,000% in the next year or so.

As bad as the pandem-
ic’s been – and 

leaving aside for future 
discussions the actions/
inactions/overreactions 
of politicians and bureau-
crats, for whom a reckon-
ing must wait – there may 
be some good that comes 
of it.

The situation has 
certainly made many of 
us take stock of what’s 
important in life. Some 
of that has translated 
into tangible differences 
in the way we live, in the 
economy and society as 
a whole. For instance, 
there’s been a shift to 
remote work, a migra-
tion away from crowded 
cities in favour of smaller 
centres and pressure on 
employers to improve 
wages, benefits and work-
ing conditions.

If the changes aren’t 
short-lived – never under-
estimate short attention 
spans and propaganda 
efforts of those who profit 
from the status quo – we 
might see some small 
reversal of the decades-
long assault on middle and 
working class people.

Those who point to 
nebulous economic forces 
to justify the likes of 
falling wages, precarious 
work and rising prices may 
face the prospect of seeing 
workers earn a larger 
share. It’s been more than 
40 years since workers saw 
their incomes rise with 
productivity rather than 
the opposite.

With any luck, the 
pressure being put on 
employers by what U.S. 
economist Robert Reich 
calls an informal general 
strike may actually lead to 
more than lip service from 
politicians.

The Trudeau govern-
ment, in particular, has 
made much hay with 
discussions of the middle 
class. That’s a large part 
of Ottawa’s attempts to 
wrest more tax dollars 
from Canadians. They’re →KANNON 10
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Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Informed hunters know scents and sensibility

so that household odours 
do not contaminate them. 
Most of us, also place 
our hunting clothing in 
a sealed box filled with 
cedar or some other natural 
smell, so that they take on 
that aroma. After all that, 
we will only put them on 
when we get to our hunting 
grounds. And even then, 
we will spray them with 
a scent remover or cover 
scent before we slip with 
the wind in our face into 
our stand. The idea is not 
to offend or alert the highly 
sensitive noses of our 
quarry.

An upland bird hunter, 
on the other hand, washes 
his hunting vest and pants 
every three to four years.

Between those miracu-
lous events, we will have 
placed many dead birds in 
the game pouch of our vest 

so that it is lined with old 
feathers and dried blood. 
There might also be an old 
soggy dog treat or forgotten 
apple or sandwich one or 
more of the pockets. We 
will also have gotten our 
brush pants splattered in 
mud, covered in burrs and 
dog slobber. And the smell 
emanating from your boots 
would cause any predatory 
bear to think twice.

So, yes, our gear smells a 
bit but, rest assured, it is for 
good reason. First, no one 
will ever go near or think 
to steal your upland vest or 
pants. On the contrary, if 
you bring them out enough, 
people who care about you 
will buy you a new set and 
offer to dispose of the old 
one. That way, it saves you 
from ever doing laundry.

More importantly, as 
long as your upland vest 
smells that way, you will 
never worry about losing 
your upland dog.

Not if it has any sense of 
smell.

The unwritten rule 
among upland hunters, I 
believe, is that you should 
develop a funk so bad 
in your upland hunting 
clothes and boots that your 
dog would rather gravitate 
to that than any skunk in 
the neighbourhood.

Clearly, on that day, I 
failed. For Rosie decided 
that rolling in the carcass 
of a dead rodent of some 
sort was preferable to being 
downwind of my vest. 
Hey, I’m not perfect. In my 
defense, the vest is rela-
tively new and I have not 
worked it in for more than 
two seasons.

All that will change in 
the week between moose 
and deer season, I hope. 
That’s when I plan on 
going out to visit a few of 
my better upland covers 
to really build up a stank. I 
won’t build up an appetite, 
however. The last thing I 
want is to be tempted by 
that old sandwich in the 
right, front pocket.

Shortly after my spaniel 
Rosie and I sauntered 

into the house after a long 
and sweaty upland bird 
hunt, Jenn said, “What is 
that god awful smell?”

“Rosie rolled in some 
unidentifiable thing,” I 
noted. 

“No, I mean the really 
bad smell,” she said, while 
plugging her nose.

“Oh, it’s probably just 
my hunting vest,” I replied 
proudly.

Just to be clear, I’m not 
trying to brag.

The only reason I 
mention this to illustrate 
the major difference 
between hunters who 
pursue upland game and 
those who archery hunt for 
deer, moose, or bear.

The latter go to ridicu-
lous lengths to ensure that 
their clothing is scent-free. 
We wash our outfits in 
baking soda or commercial 
scent removers. We store 
them outside and often 
hang them on a clothesline 

An Elmira firefighters’ 
fundraising campaign charged 
people $10 to be sprayed by a 
firehose. If they lasted a 
minute standing they were 
entered into a draw to win half 
the proceeds.

A music festival featuring 
Bryan Adams, ZZ Top, Our 
Lady Peace and more was 
contemplated as a fundraiser 
for the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre.

A one-time trail-riding 
fundraiser in Elmira ended up 
raising over $1 million for 
diabetes research over its 
14-year run.

 ↆ LAST WEEK: TRUE: Counterfeit fifty dollar bills were circulating in 
Elmira prompting several businesses to to install counterfeit money 
detectors. TRUE: A soil remediation company was looking at Elmira 
to invest $1 million facility. That deal fell through. LIE: While the 
Region of Waterloo did float renaming Reg Rd 17 to Airport Road in 
2004, Oktoberfest Drive was never considered officially. Woolwich 
Council nixed the idea altogether as renaming roads willy nilly causes 
unnecessary confusion for drivers. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

went around  promising 
everyone in Northern 
Ireland that there would 
never be customs checks 
on goods passing between 
there  and the rest of the 
UK. Was he lying, or had he 
simply not read the treaty 
properly?

Cummings claims that 
Johnson never understood 
what the deal he signed  
meant. But Johnson is 
not nearly as stupid as he 
pretends, and most EU 
governments believe that 
he knowingly signed in bad 
faith.

Which brings us to the 
present. There have been 
serious delays in the way 
the customs controls work 
in the Northern Irish ports, 
and the EU has just offered 
to exempt about half the 

affected food and medi-
cines from all checks.

That was an olive branch, 
but Johnson just raised 
a new demand: that the 
European Court of Justice 
no longer have jurisdiction 
over possible violations of 
the treaty. And Lord Frost 
has threatened to ‘suspend’ 
the treaty entirely if the EU 
does not give in. 

EU authorities suspect 
that Johnson is seeking 
an excuse to blow up 
the treaty so that he can 
scapegoat the Europeans 
for the ensuing trade war 
and renewed war in North-
ern Ireland. Matters are 
getting worse in the UK on 
a number of fronts, and he 
needs a distraction.

Would he really do that? 
He probably doesn’t know 
yet himself.

→ FROM 8

DYER: Johnson is playing a game, but 
even he doesn’t know how it will end

 �Getting 
vaccinated, 
wearing masks  
are the right thing 
to do

To the Editor,
I AM DISAPPOINTED 
AND CONCERNED that 

the Old Order and Conser-
vative Mennonites as well 
as some Markham Menno-
nites are refusing to be 
vaccinated.

Not wearing masks 
correctly and refusing 
vaccinations helps to 
prolong the time that 
this pandemic is going to 
continue, and possibly 

 �Traditional 
paper ballots are 
still the best 
voting option

To the Editor,
I READ YOUR ARTICLE 
TITLED “Woolwich taking 
part in mock election to 
test online voting” with 
both interest and concern.

The notion of using 
technology to vote is an 
attractive gem but voting 
via internet or telephone 
has at least one fatal flaw 
that renders the exercise 
invalid. It is worth remem-
bering the fiasco in the last 
Woolwich election when 
the technology stumbled 
and could not deliver 
results locally and, indeed, 
stalled the final count for 
the election of the regional 
chair. Embarrassing, eh? 
Dare we trust technology 
blindly again?

The cornerstone of 
democratic voting is the 
secrecy of the ballot. The 
article makes a good case 
for the transparency of 
the process via receipts. A 
clear natural extension of 
that suggestion is that each 
vote, coded by secret id 
number, could be posted 

in a spreadsheet file on 
the internet so that any 
student with a computer 
and a spreadsheet app 
could verify the accuracy 
of the count. Each voter 
could also ensure that 
their individual vote is as 
they submitted it. Sadly, 
so could anyone else using 
their code. 

The fatal problem, 
though, stems from step 
one – the actual vote. The 
flaw occurs in the form 
of “supervised” voting. 
Voters, barely literate, 
have arrived at voting 
booths with a facsimile 
of the ballot so they know 
“how” to vote. Fortunately, 
what happened  in the 
private voting booth was 
known only to the voter. 
In an online or telephone 
scenario, vulnerable 
voters could be coerced 
by a dominant spouse or 
family member. Entire 
family votes could be 
overseen, or even cast, by a 
family patriarch. Vulner-
able voters such as elderly 
parents, spouses and 
others could be put at risk. 
This is a bad compromise 
for the sake of the conve-
nience of effortless voting 
at home. The results are 
tainted.

There are safer alterna-
tives.

For example, Elections 
Ontario conducted the 
provincial election using 
tabulating machines 
that accepted the ballot 
and tabulated the results 

mutate into a new, worse 
variant. These irresponsible 
actions  can result in severe 
illness and hospitalization. 
When the ICU is filled with 
COVID-19 or Delta patients, 
it prevents others from  
getting needed surgeries 
and medical procedures. 

I have shopped at several 
Mennonite stores and 

bakeries and noted that 
some women were wearing 
their masks below their 
noses or not wearing one 
at all in a store as well as a 
food preparation area. This 
is not acceptable.   

If you believe Jesus’ 
commandment to “love 
your neighbour as your-
self,” you will protect your 

loved ones and the commu-
nity by getting vaccinated. 

Trust the God who 
gave scientists the ability 
to create these vaccines 
that work. It is not your 
God-given right to endan-
ger the lives of others. 
Getting vaccinated is the 
best defense against getting 
seriously ill or dying and it 

protects the community.
Do you care about the 

health of our communities? 
If you do, then please get 
vaccinated.  Mennonite 
bishops, please encourage 
and promote vaccinations 
to protect us all. It is your 
Christian duty. 

Pauline Duench Miller
ST. JACOBS

decades. It’s founded 
on the belief that what’s 
good for the wealthiest 
classes is good for every-
one. Bank profits are at 
an all-time high, financial 
services are raking in 
billions and corporations 
have rebounded nicely. 
Unemployment remains 
high in much of the West, 
personal debt levels soar 
and the standard of living 
falls. But it’s the latter 
group that gets to pay for 
the austerity measures 
we’re told we need in order 
to pay for the profits of the 
former.

With the pandemic, 
workers may be less 
inclined to fall under the 
spell of such voodoo.

“You might say Ameri-
can workers have declared 
a national general strike 
until they get better pay 
and improved working 

conditions,” writes Reich, 
a professor of public policy 
at UC Berkeley and former 
Clinton labour secretary, 
in a recent blog post.

“I believe that the 
reluctance of workers to 
return to or remain in 
their old jobs is mostly 
because they’re fed up. 
Some have retired early. 
Others have found ways 
to make ends meet other 
than remain in jobs 
they abhor. Many just 
don’t want to return to 
backbreaking or boring 
low-wage shit jobs. 

“The media and most 
economists measure the 
economy’s success by the 
number of jobs it creates, 
while ignoring the quality 
of those jobs. That’s a huge 
oversight.”

It’s just possible that 
some people will realize 
they’ve been victims of a 
long con.

→ FROM 9

KANNON: Perhaps one day most 
people will realize the con is on

for quick reporting. The 
ballots fell into an actual 
ballot box attached to 
the tabulator so a phys-
ical copy of the vote for 
validation or recount was 
kept. This made for quick 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

BusinessBusiness The Kitchener-Waterloo Association of Real-
tors last week donated $54,450 to Habitat 
for Humanity Waterloo Region (HFHWR), the 
proceeds of events such as an online auction 
and the  27th Annual Charity Golf Tourna-
ment held last month.

Supply chain disruptions have dimmed 
Canada's economic prospects, according 
to a new study from RSM Canada. It found 
businesses will face higher international 
shipping costs and depleted inventories 
for foreseeable future: the average price to 
ship a container from Asia Pacific increased 
by 63% in the March-July period, while the 
same cost from Europe increased by 79%.  

Support for Habitat In short supply
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Join us for our FREE Pregnancy 
and Pelvic Health Webinar!

Hosted by our Pelvic Physiotherapists Jessica Clancy and 
Christine Ecclestone, and Registered Massage Therapist Remya Lekshmi

Wednesday October 27th at 4:30PM
Call our clinic or go to www.SOSphysiotherapy.ca/Workshops to register!

Province launches new QR code app for vaccine certification
Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

AN APP CALLED VERIFY 
ONTARIO launched last 
Friday, four days earlier 
than the scheduled date, 
along with an  enhanced 
vaccine certificate that 
contains each individual’s 
QR code. 

The free verification app 

Agriculture Minister Lisa Thompson was at the St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market Oct. 15 to announce craft brewers will be able to set up stalls 
at Ontario’s farmers’ markets. Justine Fraser

gives businesses a chance 
to quickly scan a resident’s 
personal QR code to check 
their vaccination status 
while hiding many details 
to protect privacy. 

“I want to thank every 
Ontarian for their patience 
and cooperation as we’ve 
implemented our proof 
of vaccination policy,” 
said Premier Doug Ford 

in a release October 15. 
“The enhanced vaccine 
certificates and Verify 
Ontario app will give our 
businesses further comfort 
in their ability to operate 
safely as we take further 
steps to protect people’s 
privacy. These certificates 
remain a key element of 
our plan to protect the 
gains we have made while 

avoiding future lock-
downs.”

The Ontario-made app 
will check if the certificate 
is valid and whether or not 
the visitor can enter. It’s 
intended mainly for busi-
nesses, public facilities, 
social gatherings, or events 
so that operators can scan 
for full vaccinations prior 
to entry.

“We are making it 
simpler, faster and more 
convenient for Ontari-
ans to show their proof 
of vaccination, allowing 
them to safely access busi-
nesses and other settings 
across the province. If 
you haven’t yet received 
your vaccine, please do 
so today,” said Minister of 
Health Christine Elliott in → VERIFICATION 12

the same release.
Businesses can go to 

their app store on their 
phones to download the 
Verify Ontario app for 
free. The app is quick 
to use and utilizes your 
device’s camera to scan a 
QR code either on paper 
or on a resident’s phone. 
Ontario residents can go 

Craft brew available at farmers’ markets
Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

FARMERS’ MARKETS 
HAVE SOMETHING NEW 
on tap: craft beer.

Local craft brewers are 
now permitted to open a 
stand and sell their prod-
ucts at any of the prov-
ince’s farmers markets. 

The announcement 
came last Friday at the 

St. Jacobs Farmers’ 
Market, where Kitchen-
er-Conestoga MPP Mike 
Harris played host to 
Lisa Thompson, minis-
ter of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Affairs, and 
Attorney General Doug 
Downey.

 “We have more than 
49,600 farmers across 
the province growing 200 
different commodities 

and more than 4,400 food 
processors making deli-
cious food and beverages, 
and we’re seeing that 
loop right here at the St. 
Jacobs market. We also 
have passionate entrepre-
neurs making exceptional 
wine, ciders, spirits and 
beer right here at home in 
Ontario and using locally 
grown ingredients – craft 

→ TO MARKET 12

Using less fertilizer on 
farms sounds like a 

winner. Although fertil-
izer has a significant posi-
tive effect on crop growth, 
it’s a problem when it runs 
off the land it’s applied on. 
That can overload water 
courses and cause algae 
blooms and a host of other 
problems downstream. 

The Prime Minis-
ter knows that cutting 
pollutants and supporting 
sustainability resonates 
with the public. So in 
Canada’s Strengthened 
Climate Plan, which 
seemed to draw at least 
some voters to him, his 
government set a target of 
cutting emissions by 30 
per cent by 2030.

That cut would include 
chemical fertilizer reduc-
tions used in crop produc-
tion by Canadian farmers.

Now, 2030 seems like 
it’s a long way down the 
road. But in reality, it’s 
just around the corner, a 
bit more than eight years 
from now. 

And given that short 
time period, is change of 
that magnitude realistic? 

A consulting firm hired 
by a fertilizer advocacy 

group, Fertilizer Canada, 
doesn’t think so. It’s 
studied the issue, consid-
ered a gradual reduction 
starting the year after next 
(with a goal of hitting just 
a 20 per cent reduction by 
2030, which is similar to 
what the European Union 
is driving towards), and 
reports that we should 
prepare for hard times 
if this reduction and the 
resulting adjustments are 
forced on farmers.

By hard times, it means 
the total value of lost 
production will grow to 
more than $10 billion per 
year by 2030.

That’s a lot of money to 
take out of the Canadian 
economy. 

It says one of our major 
export crops, canola 
almost wholly from West-
ern Canada, will cease to 
be traded on the world 
market. Production will 
fall to the point where we 
can only meet domestic 
needs. Corn yield will fall 

Fertilizer cut plan 
pulls the rug out from 

under farmers’ feet

→ ROBERTS 12

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Ontario Agriculture 
Minister Lisa 
Thompson 
among those in 
St. Jacobs last 
week to announce 
pandemic-
recovery measures 
for craft beer 
producers
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cideries use locally grown 
Ontario apples, distillers 
use Ontario corn and 
a variety of other local 
grains to make their 
products, wine makers use 
Ontario grapes to make 
world wide VQA wines and 
Ontario-grown hops are 
used,” said Thompson.

The pairing of craft 
beer with farmers 
markets enables consum-
ers to buy more locally 
produced beverages as 
well as providing more 
jobs for the industry 
that was hit hard by the 
pandemic.

“Before the COVID-19 
pandemic hit, local brew-
ers, ciders, and distillers 
were thriving, but now we 
are looking at recovery 
and, going forward, creat-
ing well-paid, meaning-
ful jobs in communities 
across the province,” said 
Thompson.

“Our government is 
taking the necessary steps 
to provide these local 
businesses with support 
they need to recover 
while ensuring agricul-
tural and good local jobs 
are maintained. We’re 

supporting our farmers, 
we’re supporting our 
manufacturers and our 
local businesses, our envi-
ronment, as well as our 
economy by buying local. 
This is critically important 
to us and it’s going to be 
important to our recovery 
going forward.” 

The announcement was 
greeted by Scott Simmons, 
president of Ontario Craft 
Brewers, who said he has 
noticed the economic 
impact the pandemic 
has had on the industry 
and is hopeful the new 
policy will help brewers to 
recover. 

“The sense of commu-
nity is at the heart of 
Ontario’s craft beer indus-
try that is why allowing 
craft breweries to sell 
their products at local 
farmers’ markets, like this 
one here in St. Jacobs, is 
such a natural fit. This 
change could not come 
at a more critical time 
for our sector; local craft 
breweries were among the 
first in our province to feel 
the economic impact of 
COVID-19. Farms, restau-
rants, tap rooms were all 
closed, live music was 

by almost 68 bushels per 
acre. And spring wheat 
yields will drop by 36 
bushels per acre. 

“The analysis for the 
three crops, as well as 
any potential impacts for 
other crops, will signifi-
cantly impact Canada’s 
ability to reach its targets 
for domestic sales and 
exports of agri-food 
products, and thereby 
have a major detriment 
to the Canadian agri-food 
economy,” the report 
says.“Reducing Canada’s 
contribution to the global 
food supply by more than 
14 million metric tonnes 
collectively of wheat 

and canola per year by 
2030 would have a major 
impact on the global 
supply of food in the 
future.”

The report says there 
are “lots of ways farmers 
can react” to potential 
economic impacts of 
reduced fertilizer use, 
including acceptance of 
lower productivity. “This 
would be devastating, 
such that any plan to 
reduce carbon emissions 
would need to be done 
in a way that the future 
productivity of major 
crops is maintained.” 

It’s not hard to guess 
another way farmers can 
react – they can scream 

bloody murder. 
That doesn’t mean 

they’re not open to change 
and cutting emissions. 
But they don’t want lower 
productivity, and in fact 
neither does Ottawa. 

Canada counts signifi-
cantly on agricultural 
exports for a healthy econ-
omy. The Prime Minister 
can put whatever polit-
ical face forward that’s 
necessary, but for his plan 
to work, he needs another 
plan to help farmers 
adjust to these environ-
mental imperatives. 

That’s where research 
comes in – particularly 
precision agriculture, 
which uses technology 

to precisely target the 
application of so-called 
inputs such as fertilizer 
and pesticides. 

The Prime Minister has 
been briefed on the prog-
ress being made in fields 
and labs in Canada and 
around the world towards 
more targeted inputs. So 
maybe he knows some-
thing we don’t about the 
likelihood of the proposed 
plan working.

If so, he should tell us in 
some detail, because this 
doesn’t look well thought-
out at the moment. 

It’s tough for farmers to 
take the long view if their 
government doesn’t have 
the same scope.

to www.covid19.ontari-
ohealth.ca to download 
their enhanced vaccine 
certificate containing a QR 
code. Vaccine certificates 
without a QR code will still 
be accepted with a valid 
photo ID. 

“I think Ontario and the 
Waterloo Region has done 
really well in this fourth 
wave to date, but it isn’t 
over,” said the region’s 
medical officer of health, 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang, during 
the weekly pandemic brief-
ing October 15. “We need to 
continue to be careful and 
cautious in terms of how 

Michelle Eaton of the Ontario Chamber of Commerce (left), Minister of Agriculture Lisa Thompson 
and Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz were among those at last Friday’s event. Justine Fraser

cancelled, tourism was 
halted across the prov-
ince,” noted Simmons.

“The response of this 
government to make 
changes to support our 
industry through this 
difficult time has simply 
been outstanding. As we 
begin to emerge from 
the pandemic, allowing 
the sale of craft beer at 
farmers’ markets has been 
key to helping breweries 
recover. We have heard 
from many brewers that 

having a stall at the farm-
ers’ market is like having 
another retail store. It’s 
also a great next step in 
providing real choice for 
Ontario consumers and a 
new retail opportunity for 
craft brewers at a critical 
time for our sector.”

If the full brewing 
process happens in 
Ontario, the brewers are 
permitted to sell their 
products at the markets. 
The breweries will be 
expected to uphold stan-

dards set for alcohol sales, 
including, minimum 
age of purchase, manda-
tory staff training and 
minimum retail prices. 
This announcement is 
part of the government’s 
commitment to support 
Ontario brewers and help 
them respond to COVID-19 
impacts. 

“These are really excit-
ing announcements. I’m 
glad were able to have 
Minister Thompson and 
Minister Downey come 

and join us at the largest 
farmers’ market in Canada 
to really reaffirm our 
government’s commit-
ment to look at new ways 
of opening business 
channels for cideries and 
craft breweries – it helps 
create jobs, and of course 
gives better choice for 
consumers,” said Harris.  
“We’ve got some great 
craft brewers in the area 
– we’ve got Block 3 right 
here in St. Jacobs and 
Rural Roots up in Elmira. 
We’ve got Stockyard, we’ve 
got Four Fathers, we’ve 
got Fixed Gear that’s here 
from Guelph and also 
Wellington Brewery. We’ve 
got many other fantas-
tic breweries here in the 
region.

“I think that people 
are really looking to shop 
more local, the pandemic 
has shone a light on being 
able to support local 
businesses. Anytime we 
can help them do busi-
ness better, celebrate 
them, and give consumers 
more choice and make it 
easier for them to come 
pick up a six-pack here at 
the market, it’s all good 
news.”

TO MARKET: Brewers welcome opportunity to establish new way to reach customers as part of local food movement
→FROM 11

ROBERTS: Industry sees trouble ahead in trying to reach PM’s reduction goal
→FROM 11

we face the coming weeks 
and months – it’s very 
possible the Delta variant 
will spread more easily in 
indoor environments.”

VERIFICATION: Province hopes new 
app will make the process easier 

→FROM 11

we face the coming weeks 

app will make the process easier 

LETTER: Stick with physical voting to avoid pitfalls
→FROM 10

result-reporting, confirma-
tion that an elector had not 
voted twice and a physical 
record of the ballot. A tabu-
lator by itself is not a guaran-
tee of a tamper-free process. 
In a humorous aside, a 
recent leadership race was 
conducted via online voting. 
Registration was secure. 
The ballots cast virtually 
were then printed to be fed 
into a tabulator machine for 
counting. Can you see the 
flaw in that process. Again, 
Beware: software is not to be 
trusted blindly.

Consider too that Elec-
tions Canada conducts 
national elections using 
physical locations and 

paper ballots, with accom-
modations for those who 
cannot travel to a poll 
on Election Day. There 
is a highly transparent 
yet secure process that, 
pre-COVID,  delivered quick 
results within the day. There 
is, obviously,  a physical 
commitment in the act of 
going out to vote at a phys-
ical voting location. In a 
small town, many voters see 
it as a social opportunity. 
When accommodations are 
made to ensure that those 
who cannot travel can still 
vote, the process is  univer-
sally accessible. If  some 
voters need to be seduced 
into voting because they 
cannot be inconvenienced; 

that is, they do not wish 
to use the opportunities 
to vote on Election Day, in  
advance polls, at the RO 
office or by mail (an option 
that suffers the same flaw as 
online voting), then should 
other electors care enough 
to compromise the electoral 
process? 

I offer a strong recom-
mendation that we stay 
with a physical voting 
model that preserves the 
secrecy of the vote, the 
integrity of the process and 
the accuracy of the final 
count. Do not create oppor-
tunities for sneaky actors 
to “game” the system.

Richard Clausi
ELMIRA

jobs.observerxtra.com

Post. Pay. Perform.
Partner with the Observer to receive

MAXIMUM LOCAL exposure for job ads.

Book a print job listing:
519-669-5790 ext104
donna@woolwichobserver.com

Make your next hire a local one
using your local newspaper.
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In the midst of both a 
pandemic and the latest 

renovations to its Elmira 
facility, the Eldale Veteri-
nary Clinic is celebrating 
its 60th year of serving 
the community. The latest 
renovations are in fact 
aimed at expanding what 
it can do for clients and 
their furry friends.

Jamie Hobson has 
co-owned the clinic for 
about 20 years alongside 

Celebrating its 60th year, Eldale Veterinary Clinic is just wrapping up the latest renovations to the Church Street, Elmira facility. Justine Fraser

his partners. He started 
at Eldale right out of vet 
school in 1993, having 
gone into the field because 
he loved working with 
animals, a passion he 
attributed to his years 
working on a farm as a 
teenager. 

It’s a passion evident in 
the fact he and his family 
are currently raising three 
dogs, three cats and a 
chicken. And perhaps 

a sign he doesn’t mind 
bringing his work home at 
the end of the day.

In his time at Eldale, 
he’s seen more than a few 
changes.

“When I was first here, 
we were a large-animal 
clinic that did small 
animals to a small degree. 
Now it’s equal forces, 
essentially. The large 
animal has continued to 
grow slowly, and the small 

animal side has grown 
immensely,” Hobson 
explained.

“There has been a huge 
bump in pet ownership 
since the pandemic. The 
biggest change has been 
for the staff because we 
don’t let our clients into 
the building right now – 
we’ve been doing curbside 
practice for the small-ani-
mal practice pretty much 
since March 2020. That’s 

presented a whole new set 
of challenges for the staff.”

The latest renovations at 
the Church Street facility 
began a year ago and are 
almost finished, save for 
a few minor tweaks. The 
work was prompted by the 
clinic’s desire to expand 
the small-animal capac-
ity to keep up with the 
growing demand, and a 
growing community. 

“We had done a renova-

tion 10 years ago, and we 
realized we were maxing 
out in our capacity – if we 
were going to capture that 
market, we had to expand 
again.”

Eldale welcomes a vari-
ety of animals, small and 
large. They currently have 
a client who never leaves: 
Fred the cat has become 
something of a mascot for 
the vets, but mainly is just 

→ 60 YEARS 16

The ownership of Eldale Veterinary 
Clinic would like to

THANK the many people that 
made our recent renovation 

and addition a success.
150 Church St. W., Elmira
519-669-5672 | eldaleveterinaryclinic.ca
Hours: Mon. 8am - 7pm | Tues. 8am - 7pm | Wed. 8am - 7pm | Thurs. 8am - 7pm | Fri. 8am - 7pm | Sat. 8am - 1pm | Sun. Closed

Six Six 
decades decades 
and still and still 
growinggrowing

Eldale Veterinary Clinic’s 
latest addition part of 
expansion of services it 
offers to the community
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CONGRATULATIONS
on your NEW addition!

519.698.2472www.erbelectric.ca

ESA Licence #7011850

519.669.3362Elmira, Ont.

www.cjbrubacher.com

LOVE WHERE 
YOU LIVE

SUPPORT LOCAL

PLUMBING, HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING,
GAS FITTING, WATER CONDITIONING, 
BOILERS/HYDRONICS,  ELECTRICAL, 

PLUS MUCH MORE!

Together, beyond animal health
Ceva o�ers an expanding range of products for ruminants
to Canadian customers, including anti-infective,
anti-in�ammatory, reproductive health and custom vaccines.

CONGRATULATIONS

on the new expansion!
from the Ceva Animal Health team

ELDALE
VETERINARY

CLINIC
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STEEDANDEVANS

CONGRATULATIONS
and best wishes on your new addition

CONGRATULATIONS on 
your Clinic Renovation

- From all the Team at Solvet

www.icareforcattle.ca

MTE 
Consultants 
We are proud to have 
supported the growth of the 
Eldale Veterinary Clinic with 

www.mte85.com

EXPERIENCE TRUST
TACOMAENGINEERS.COM GUELPH • BARRIE

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR BUILDING ADDITION. 
CONTINUE TO SERVE THIS COMMUNITY WELL.
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8768 Hwy 6 Arthur., Ont

519.848.5889
www.florapinetreeservice.ca

CONGRATULATIONS 
ON YOUR NEW 

ADDITION!

CONGRATULATIONS 
ON YOUR NEW 

ADDITION!

Wishing you 
all the best.  

260 Shirley Ave , Unit 3 
Kitchener , Ontario
1-800-543-9601 

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 

NEW ADDITION!
(519) 650-0075 44 Saltsman Dr. Unit 7, Cambridge ON N3H4R7

Marble    •    Tile    •    Carpet    •    Floor Coverings

I.C.I
MARBLE & TILE INC.

good company. Hobson 
mentioned the main 
reason he enjoys being a 
vet in the community is 
partly due to the unex-
pected nature of his work. 

“The variety of animals 
you can see from day to 
day, not knowing what 
you’re going to see and 
how any day can bring you 
some new challenge.”

Founded in 1961 by 
newly graduated veteri-
narian Dr. Murrel Bauman, 
Eldale has grown steadily 
and is now home to 13 
veterinarians (six large 
animal and seven small 
animal), eight registered 
veterinary technicians, 
and 13 support staff. 

Hobson notes Bauman 
and his partners were 
the ones who developed 
a strong presence in the 
community before hand-
ing over the reins. 

Katrina Jonker, a 
veterinary technician, 
has been working at the 
Eldale clinic for close to 
four years and has seen the 
changes the renovations 
have brought, particularly 
in conjunction with the 
pandemic.

“During the renovations, 
things were just crazy 
because we were doing 
curbside pickup and the 
renovations were going 
on at the same time. We 

were adjusting to COVID 
and having banging going 
on, and that was scary for 
the pets so we were really 
shifting focus, thinking 
pets are coming in without 
their owners and there is 
scary noises. We really try, 
as much as we can, to use 
fear-free tactics, so using 
treats and using posi-
tive reinforcement,” she 
explained.

“With the renova-
tion, it’s so nice to have 
somewhere to go to have 
somewhere quiet to talk 
to a client, to go some-
where to get away for a 
few minutes, to decom-
press and let your mind 
calm down, and to have a 
place to eat your lunch or 
even just get your lunch 
ready. We used to eat in 
exam rooms or outside, so 
it’s nice to have that and 
meeting space. I think it’s 
good to have that space for 
overall morale. The pets 
have more space, too; we 
have more room to prac-
tice our medicine and not 
feel rushed either.”

More exam and surgery 
rooms have given the vets 
the ability to take on more 
clients. Downstairs the 
basement has been reno-
vated into a dog-boarding 
facility with a big play-
room as well as a room 
that will likely be used for 
grooming. 

“Every day is different 
and challenging. You 
learn something new all 
the time. I don’t know 
how I could do anything 
different – animals are just 
the best thing. These are 
patients you get to snuggle 
and play with, some-
times they’re difficult, 
but there’s a challenge in 
that too. The clients are 
so happy to come here – 
they have a really satisfied 
client base. The quality of 
medicine is really good, 
the vets are easy to work 
with and just to have an 
overall good clinic morale. 
I’m happy for that,” she 
said.

The staff at Eldale 
Veterinary Clinic have 
been working tirelessly 
throughout the pandemic 
and renovations, always 
putting client’s first, 
added Hobson.

“My staff have been 
stellar. I can’t describe 
how they’ve adapted 
through all of COVID and a 
renovation – it’s just been 
challenges they faced and 
the way they faced them 
and got through it has 
just been incredible. A big 
‘thank you’ to my staff for 
everything they do for the 
clinic.”

More information can 
be found at the organi-
zation’s website, www.
eldaleveterinaryclinic.ca.

6 YEARS: Founded in 1961 by Dr. Murrel Bauman,
the clinic has been evolving and expanding ever since

→ FROM 24

Veterinarian Katelyn Guagliano checks out local patient Abbey (top) as Fred the cat lies down on the 
job. Justine Fraser
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

ArtsArts The UnHinged Festival of Disturbing Theatre 
runs Oct. 21-30 at the KW Little Theatre in 
Waterloo, starting with Shaking the Trees, 
Oct. 21-23,which takes audiences through a 
journey of five stories of DNA. That followed 
by Definitely Disturbing, Oct. 28-30, a night 
of monologues presented by local actors.
www.flushink.net

On Nov. 18, the Centre In The Square pres-
ents a one-time-only show featuring multi-
Juno Award nominee Julian Taylor, who'll 
be joined by a diverse range of artists 
featuring Tom Wilson, Terra Lightfoot, 
Moscow Apartment, Amanda Rheaume, 
Mikhail Laxton, KUNLE and Dione Taylor.
www.centreinthesquare.com

Time to get UnHinged Back on stage at CITS

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

THEY SAY SMELL IS THE 
sense most associated 
with memory. If so, Neill 
McKee’s recollections of 
childhood stink, literally.

The smells of the town 
form a mostly unpleasant 
undercurrent to McKee’s 
much more pleasant 
autobiographical tales of 
growing up in Elmira.

Kid on the Go! is a story 
that takes readers on a 
ride-along through his 
formative years in 1950s 
Elmira, his plans for 
escape and the numerous 

A very personal history of Elmira
Author Neill McKee's latest book is Kid on the Go!, which draws on his time growing up in Elmira. At right, McKee at the age of 10. Submitted

points beyond Woolwich 
Township he eventually 
reached before settling in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
in 2015. 

It really is a tale of 
being on the go, revealing 
the early years of a life 
McKee had documented 
in his two previous books, 
Finding Myself in Borneo: 
Sojourns in Sabah and 
the genealogical travel 
memoir Guns and Gods in 
My Genes: A 15,000-mile 
North American search 
through four centuries of 
history, to the Mayflower.

“In Elmira, as I recall, 
the predominant wind 

from the west came loaded 
with the pungent stink 
from generous quantities 
of pig and cow manure, 
courtesy of the Menno-
nite farmers’ fields on the 
west side of town,” McKee 
writes in Kid on the Go!

“Shifting winds from the 
north brought no relief. 
The fields on that side of 
town were equally full 
of animal dung with an 
added ‘fragrance’ from the 
slaughterhouse, which my 
brother Glen called ‘skunk 
factory.’... 

“Winds from the 
east proved to be more 
complex and beyond my 

childish understanding. 
By the time I was born, 
Elmira’s Naugatuck 
Chemical factory, located 
on that side of town – once 
a branch of a Connecticut 
firm – had graduated from 
producing a substance 
used in World War II 
bombs, to turning out 
new rubber and plastic 
products. [Much later I 
learned from studying the 
matter that Naugatuck 
also gave off clouds 
of acids, sulfates, and 
nitrates – noxious fumes 
few people could identify 
at the time. The factory’s 
new outputs included 

particles of its latest 
products: an insecticide 
called DDT and two “mira-
cle” herbicides – 2,4-D, 
known as “Weed Bane” 
and the stronger 2,4,5-T, 
marketed as “Brush Bane.” 
In the 1940s, Elmira was 
declared the “first weed-
free town in Canada” due 
to a scheme of spraying all 
the lawns with discount 
herbicide from Naugatuck. 
High school students were 
even roped into the job.]”

Efforts to escape those 
smells make up much of 
his early years.

“Throughout my child-
hood, I gradually became 

more and more sophisti-
cated in preventing the 
town’s odors from entering 
my nostrils, through the 
theory and practice of 
perpetual motion.”

Bikes, go-karts, motor-
ized DIY projects and, 
eventually, cars all allowed 
McKee to stay in motion, 
a trait that went beyond 
staying ahead of the 
odours produced in and 
around Elmira. 

“There are a lot really 
fond memories, but I use 
the conflict of the smells 
in those days – not as bad 
now – but that starts off 

→ BOOK 28

Neill McKee’s latest book, Kid on the Go!, chronicles his early years growing up in the community

Family life 
is worth 
celebrating
in the local
newspaper.

observerxtra.com/family-album

We’ve been delivering your family news for 
more than 25 years and we just made it 
easier to book, submit copy and pay securely 
online with credit or debit.

Deliver some good news of your own today!

Family life 
is worth 
celebrating
in the local
newspaper.
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Seven days. 
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Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
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ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 6, 2021
1:00 TO 3:00 PM

146 CHURCH ST W. ELMIRA
• Now hiring Part-time Support Staff for our 

residences
• Assisting adults with all aspects of daily living
• No Experience required; full training provided
• All shifts available
• Must be comfortable in assisting people with 

their personal care
• Outings and activities (COVID restrictions apply)

Qualifications:
• 18 years of age or older with a High School 

diploma or equivalent
• Valid driver’s license
• Fully vaccinated (COVID-19)

• Able to provide a Police Record Check

Bring your resume & come 
and see what we’re about!

Laurie Thomson , HR Director 
lthomson@elmiraacl.com 

www.elmiradcl.com

Also recruiting Volunteers! 
You can make a difference!

Supporting People with Intellectual Disabilities

Help wanted 

Retail Sales Associate
Looking for a mature person with good retailing 
qualities and communication skills, friendly 
customer service and motivated; must be able 
to work Saturdays.

Job description: sales and service (Men’s 
Clothing and Dry Cleaning), writing orders, 
pricing stock, some computer skills and general 
duties. This position is for a mature adult and/or 
student looking for flexible full-time and/or 
part-time hours.

Apply in person with resume to: 
Brown’s Menswear
18-24 Arthur St. S.

Elmira · 519-669-1152

Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 
finishes and installs high quality custom cabinetry and 
solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are located 
in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team members and 
respect for our customers. Continuous improvement 
is also a big part of who we are. We are constantly 
looking for new and innovative ways to make our team 
members jobs easier and more efficient. If this sounds 
like an environment that you would be interested in 
being a part of, please contact us.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Edgebander 
Machine Operator

You would be responsible for setting up, running and 
daily maintenance of our CNC Edgeband machine. 
This is a high tech German built machine and is an 
integral part of the kitchen cabinet manufacturing 
process. You will work closely with our machining and 
production managers to ensure that parts are 
edgbanded as needed by our assembly team.

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and 
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Required skills
• Respectful and team focused.
• Motivated and enthusiastic.
• Courteous and friendly.
• Dependable.
• Ability to read blueprints.
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds.
• No post secondary education required.
• Previous wood working experience 

      will be an asset.
• Previous Machine operation experience 

       will be an asset.

Experience:
• Machine Operator: 1 year (preferred)
• Woodworking: 1 year (preferred)

Help wanted 

PART TIME HELP NEEDED
Weekday afternoons, one Saturday shift a month
Applicants must have: 
Great customer service, communication skills
Job includes:
Sales, Inventory, Restocking, Customers orders, etc.

Interested applicants please apply 
by email elmiravacuum@gmail.com

OR in store 9 Church St. E. Elmira

Elmira Vacuum 

Help wanted 

Help wanted 

Work Wanted
NEED A RIDE? PICKUP, 
DELIVERY, MEDICAL 
appointments, Hamil-
ton, Toronto, London, 
Up Country, Call Text 
Gary 519-577-1750

For Sale
HILLTOP FABRICS FALL 
SALE. OCT. 25TH - 
30th. 10% off storewide. 
Open 9 - 5 every day 
that week. 4785 Perth 
Line 67, Milverton, On. 
519-595-4344.

For Sale
LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haff-
n e r  T r u c k i n g , 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Continued on page 19
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Come join our wonderful team at: 
Chartwell Elmira Retirement 

and Long Term Care.
We are looking for PSWs, Housekeepers, 

Dietary Aides and Resident Service Aides. 
We will provide you with training on site.

For more information, please call 
519-669-2921. Extension 302.

Please submit resume to: 
psilva@chartwell.com

Rental

VACANCY
 CAMEO COURT APARTMENTS

30 Church St. W., ELMIRA

Rare premium Downtown Elmira  
• One spacious One- Bedroom
Open-layout Apartment AVAILABLE in 
modern Apartment Building complete 
with Elevator, Main-floor Common 
Room, individual Central Heating/Air 
Conditioning in each Apt., as well as 5 
appliances  (Washer/Dryer in each Apt.)

“A Nice Place to Call Home”

CONTACT:
(519) 525-2222 or (226) 989-4627 (After 4PM)

OR:   evans@hurontel.on.ca

Auction

The successful candidate will be remunerated 
with a competitive wage and benefits package.

Parts Team (Sales)
ESM Farm Equipment Ltd. is seeking an effective, sales minded, 
self-motivated individual who enjoys working with people and can 
respond well to customer needs. Important skills are customer 
service, mechanical aptitude and computer experience. Familiarity 
with farming and agricultural equipment are important assets. 
Please send your resume to the attention of Scott Ruppert at the 
address below or email to scott@esmfarmequipment.com

P.O. Box 43, 7293 Line 86, Wallenstein N0B 2S0 
Phone: 519-669-5176  |  Fax: 519-669-1997

“Family Owned Since 1938”

Only applicants to receive interviews will be contacted. 

Elmira Charity Quilt Auction
At Elmira Produce Auction Cooperative (EPAC), 7400 Reid Woods Drive, Elmira

QUILTS ◊ SOLID WOOD FURNITURE ◊ FOOD ◊ SILENT AUCTION

This year the auction is a hybrid of online & live. See Jantzi Auctions Ltd. for online 
Online Items available for preview October 18 & bidding starts 

October 23 at www.jantziauctions.net

We will be following Public Health Guidelines which allow 50% of capacity 
inside the building for fully vaccinated patrons. We will also setup a tent and 
have auction in doorway so people can also watch & bid outside. Masking is 

required inside and appreciated outside.

Friday October 29th 5:30 to 8:30 PM

Our famous BBQ Beef Brisket Dinner – eat in or take out
Preview quilts, new furniture, general items  & farm equipment

Bid on Silent Auction items, place reserve bids on quilts.
Treasure Table and Bake Table Open

Auction Day – Saturday October 30

9 am: Live Silent Auction (closes at 12:30)
9:30 am: In person-only outside auction

Live & online Auction
10:00:  General auction starts, with farm equipment selling at the end

Noon: New handcrafted wood furniture 
1:00: Quilt Auction starts

Auction Sale 
Quilts: This year’s collection features 175 beautiful quilts, 

wall hangings, comforters, crib quilts, afghans and hooked rugs
New Farm Equipment: Tires on rims, 12’ Cattle Gates, 
MK 467 4’ Grader Blade, 30 Cu.Ft. Tandem ATV Dump Trailer, 

Outdoor Chimney
New Furniture: Folding Chairs, Outdoor furniture, Coffee & End Tables,

cedar chest, folding dryer racks, Wishing Well, Magazine Stands, 
Deacons Bench, screen door and many more

General Auction: Toy Echo chainsaw, Toy model logging truck, model toy cars 
and tractors, Worx JawSaw, Stihl FS38Weed Trimmer, Stihl hedge trimmer, B&D 

Electric Drill, Milwaukee M18 Impact set, Dewalt 20V 4 tool Combo kit, B&D 12V 
drill, Dewalt 20V Drill & impact driver set, Laying hen Certi�cate, Toy NH Combine,    

1 3/8” to 2” Comb. Wrench set, Stihl BGE61 Electric Leaf Blower, RedMax 
HBZ260R Gas Leaf Blower, TMT Electric Drill, Terra work Boots, Men’s winter boots, 
Grease, Grease Gun, SS Canner, Tower Humidi�er, Extra large SS roast pan, corn 

and grass seed, feed, mulch, pet food, gift cards & many more

TERMS:  INTERAC, VISA, MASTERCARD 

To register for online bidding go to www.jantziauctions.net

Not responsible for accidents or loss.

All Articles Donated
All proceeds to Elmira District Community Living (EDCL)

Ph: (519) 669-3205  
Or visit our website at elmiraquiltauction.com

  Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

Help Wanted

Help wanted 

Frey Building Contractors has an opening for:

Office Administrator
The Office Administrator’s role is to maintain 

the overall flow of workplace operations 
and provide support to office and field 
personnel. They are the central point of 
contact for clients and employees alike. 

Responsibilities are varied and wide-ranging. 
They include but are not limited to:
• Answering phones and welcoming visitors 

and directing them to the relevant 
office/personnel

• Maintaining general office files, including 
job files, vendor files, and other records 
related to the company’s operations

• Sorting and distributing incoming mail and 
e-mails, checking account statements and 
following up as necessary

• Monitoring office/kitchen supplies and 
re-ordering as necessary

• Maintaining general office calendar
• Overseeing the maintenance of office 

facilities and equipment
• Planning and organizing staff events

Qualifications and Requirements:
• Experience working in an office environment 

(experience in the construction industry is 
an asset but not a requirement)

• Proficient in a variety of computer software 
applications including Microsoft Outlook, 
Excel and Word

• Multi-tasking and time management skills, 
with the ability to prioritize tasks

• Professional and pleasant manner with 
excellent verbal and written communication 
skills

• Attention to detail, problem-solving and 
interpersonal skills

• Confident, organized, and self-motivated
• Knowledge of basic accounting principles is 

an asset

Position is full-time (40 hrs per week), with a 
competitive wage and benefits package. 

Resumes and Cover Letters can be sent to:
Frey Building Contractors
3435 Broadway Street Hawkesville, ON N0B 1X0
Attn – Sara Kavanagh
sara@freybc.com

We thank all applicants for applying.  
Only those with the necessary qualifications 

will be contacted.

Help wanted 

Observer photographs online or in print
are all available for purchasing a reprint.
ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

FROM PAPER
TO PRINT

5x7
$11 2nd Print 

only $5.50

8x10
$15 2nd Print 

only $7.50

4x6
$92nd Print 

only $4.50

Farm 
Services

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Automotive
'06 JETTA, SILVER, 
MICHELIN CROSS 
Climate tires, heated 
seats, single owner, 
mag rims available, 
305,000 km. $1799 
as is. 519-885-0329, 
Waterloo.

Comm/
Industrial 
For Rent

COMMERCIAL SPACE 
FOR RENT \ENDASH 
ELMIRA 4 units - #1 
2736sq.ft. #2 1612sq.
ft. #3 782sq.ft. #4 
1271sq.ft. $10-$15 
sq.ft. ++ Lease one 
or all units. Zoned for 
light industrial Call Jim 
519-669-8003.

Trades & 
Services

C U S TO M  A P P L E 
PRESSING & JUICE 
sales by appoint-
ment only. Cedar 
R i d g e  P re s s i n g , 
We s l e y  M a r t i n , 
3175 Northfield Dr. 
Elmira, On. N3B 2Z1. 
519-669-3541.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Garage Sales
RAIN, SHINE, SNOW 
- 50 CORAL GABLES 
Cres. Elmira. Saturday, 
October 23, 8:30 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. HUGE HUGE 
3 car heated garage 
sale. Approx. 200 
running feet of table 
& floor space. Diesel 
& gas generators, 
power & mechanical 
air tools, hundreds 
of sockets, rachets, 
grinders. Heavy duty 
receiver hitches 5000, 
10,000 lb. Openend 
wrenches, 20 ton air 
jack, batt. chargers, 
belt sanders, jig saws. 
Farm tractor accesso-
ries, heavy duty 9000 
lb hydraulic winch 
100' 9000 lb steel 
cable pull. Propane 
and 240 watt electric 
heaters, Dewalt fans, 
6000 lb trailer axle, 
500,000 BTU propane 
gas torch, Unispot 
weld dent puller, 
245/40/18" tires on 
multi fit rims, gas fire-
place & gas log set, 
household, bar fridge, 
apt. size freezer, utility 
trailer with fold down 
ramp, motorcycle 
anniversary edition 
and much more!

Continued from Page 18 

100% 
Local

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated farm manager. 
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general clean 
up. Some weekend and after hours work.

$23 an hour.

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated general laborer.
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general clean 
up. Some after hours work.

Competitive wage.

Help wanted 

Help wanted 

For Sale
MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.
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   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

ↆPROFESSIONAL SERVICES

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

MIDWESTERN REALTY, BROKERAGE

HARRISTON:  90 Elora St. S.  519-338-3541
LISTOWEL:  995 Wallace Ave., N. 519-291-1341

Keith Gray, Sales Rep.  519-501-4099

MINTO TOWNSHIP:  1 1/2 storey 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
brick Ontario farm house. Forced air oil/wood combo 
furnace, 100 amp hydro, 45 x 75 barn, and 30 x 20 shed, all 
on 10+ acres.  

$859,000.00 
MLS 40153583  (H210043)

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

NEW LISTING

A fi rst time Buyer’s opportunity! 
3 bdrm semi-detached in good 
condition & close to schools. Eat-
in kitchen w/dining area & sliders 
to deck. Finished rec room. 2pc in 
bsmt. Laundry/furnace room. Newer 
gas furnace and A/C. Replacement 
windows.   MLS

35 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira

Beautifully custom built home on Estate 
property with expansive grounds & con-
crete driveway. 4.88 acres. 5 bdrms, 5 
baths. Walkout from bsmt to rear yard. 
Over-sized dbl garage plus a lower ga-
rage. DR with glass pocket doors & eat-in 
kitchen. SS appliances & walk-in pantry. 
Granite counters w/island & walk-out to 
an elevated deck. Main fl r laundry, family 
room & master bdrm with ensuite. 2 up-
per bdrms each with private ensuites and 
a walk-out to the upper balcony. Finished 
walk-out bsmt with heated fl rs. Massive 
rec room/games room, library, 2 bdrms& 2 
pc washroom. Must be seen to be appre-
ciated.  MLS by appmt only $2,350,000.00

2865 Herrgott Rd., St. Clements

A fi rst time Buyer’s opportunity! 
3 bdrm semi-detached in good 
condition & close to schools. Eat-
in kitchen w/dining area & sliders 
to deck. Finished rec room. 2pc in 
in kitchen w/dining area & sliders 
to deck. Finished rec room. 2pc in 

3 bdrm semi-detached in good 
condition & close to schools. Eat-
in kitchen w/dining area & sliders 
to deck. Finished rec room. 2pc in SOLD

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

WHAT IS YOUR HOME WORTH? CALL US 
FOR A COMPLIMENTARY HOME EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

♥ Packing 
material
Newspaper is a great 
substitute for bubble 
wrap. To pack a box 
with fragile contents, 
first wrap the items 
individually. Place them 
in the box, separated 
by crumpled paper. 
Then fill any remaining 
space with crumpled 
paper. If you have a 
lot of old paper, use 
a paper shredder to 
make piles of great 
packaging material. 
Whoever receives 
your gift can avoid 
adding to the world's 
waste and put your 
papery packaging 
straight in their home 
recycling bin.

ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

In Print. In Depth. 
Online. Independent.
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce – Open for select services 
The Township offi ce is open to walk-in public traffi c, with staff working a mix of in offi ce and from 
home. It is recommended that you use our services offered online or phone to book an appointment 
before visiting the offi ce to ensure we are available to assist you.  The following services can be 
accessed through our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, Trees, 

Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit

For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or call 
519-669-1647. For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities

As per Ontario Regulation 645/21, beginning September 22, 2021, all individuals who are entering 
indoor municipal recreation facilities will be required to provide proof of vaccination along with ID. 

Exemptions include:

• Individuals under 18 years old who are entering the facility to participate in 
• Children under 12 years old
• Individuals with a medical exemption.  

Visitors to our facilities must continue to Covid pre-screen prior to entering. QR codes will be 
provided at the door. Please display the green checkmark upon entry. 

We ask for your patience & understanding as our Recreation staff work to implement these new 
procedures to keep our patrons, volunteers & staff safe.

For more information on Recreation Programs and Facilities, please check the Township website or 
call 519-514-7000.

Local Business Resources
FREE masks: order your free supply of masks online at:
https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-Mask-Request.

FREE COVID-19 screening kits: Visit www.chambercheck.ca to learn more and to schedule your 
pick-up. 

COVID-19 Small Business Ambassador Program: Free program for small 
and medium sized businesses in the Region to minimize COVID-19 risks 
and boost staff and customer confi dence. Get a window decal to show you 
completed the program. 

Sign up at www.regionofwaterloo.ca/ambassador 
Businesses grants: https://reliefwithinreach.ca/waterloo-region/ 
For more information about government programs and other business supports call Jenna Morris at 
519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Public Health Information
Getting fully vaccinated protects you against hospitalization and serious outcomes caused by 
COVID-19.  Every single person who gets vaccinated helps to build up our wall of protection against 
COVID-19 in Waterloo Region.

Get vaccinated today: www.regionofwaterloo.ca/GetVaccinated 

ONLINE PUBLIC CONSULTATION CENTRE
CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

BRESLAU EAST CONNECTOR ROAD
The Township of Woolwich is hosting a Public 
Consultation Centre (PCC) to review and 
discuss a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (EA) study for the Breslau East 
Connector Road. The study area is generally 
located south and east of the existing Breslau 
community, immediately south of the new 
Thomasfi eld Homes mixed use/residential 
development and the CN Rail corridor, and 
north of Menno Street. 

Building on the recommendations from the 
approved 2017 Breslau Settlement Plan, 
this Municipal Class EA will investigate 
and evaluate alternative solutions for the 
transportation infrastructure that is required 
to provide connectivity between the existing 
and new areas of the Breslau community.

The study is being undertaken in accordance with a “Schedule C” Municipal Class EA which 
requires public and stakeholder consultation, evaluation of alternatives, an assessment of the 
potential impacts of the proposed alternatives and identifi cation of measures to mitigate any 
adverse impacts.  

You are invited to an Online Public Consultation Centre (PCC) to view the proposed connector 
road alignment, as well as the proposed cross section. Residents will be able to provide feedback 
on the information presented.  The Online PCC will be available for review starting on October 
26th.  Please use the following link to access the Townships Engineering Notice page https://www.
woolwich.ca/en/township-services/engineering-public-notices.aspx.  The link to the PCC materials 
can be found under the Breslau East Connector Road Environmental Assessment tab.  

The PCC materials (presentation, slides, and comment forms) will remain available for review 
following the PCC event. 

If you need assistance with the Online PCC or require an alternative format of the materials 
presented, please contact a member of the Project Team below:

Ryan Tucker, P.Eng.    Mr. Duane Lindner, P.Eng. 
Engineering Project Manager   Sr. Project Manager
Township of Woolwich   Associated Engineering (Ont.) Ltd.
E-mail: rtucker@woolwich.ca   Email: lindnerd@ae.ca

Phone: 519-669-1647 ext. 6048  Phone: 226-214-3238

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act.  With the exception of personal information, please note all comments will 
become part of the public record.

This Notice fi rst issued October 21, 2021.

https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/engineering-public-notices.aspx 

Township of Woolwich 2022 Annual 
Grant Applications Now Available

Application forms for the Township of Woolwich’s 2022 Annual Grants are now available online. 
Non-profi t organizations may apply for a capital or operating grant for the delivery of programs and 
services within Woolwich Township.

Applications must be received by Friday, November 19, 2021, at 4:30 p.m. Please fi nd additional 
details regarding the Township’s annual grants and special assistance programs on the Township’s 
website, www.woolwich.ca/grants. 
Completed applications and questions may be directed to Alex Smyth at asmyth@woolwich.ca or 
519-669-6004. 

Notice of Public Meeting
Township of Woolwich

Technical Advisory Group (TAG) Meeting
Thursday, October 28, 2021

6:30 p.m. Public Meeting
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offi ces will not 
be permitted. Below is information on how you can participate in the meeting. 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view the meeting by
REGISTERING with the Support Specialist on or before 12 noon on Tuesday, October 26th. To register 
please email lschaefer@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-1647, ext. 6112.  Once you are registered 
the Support Specialist will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom 
Wi-Fi login or toll-free conference call number). 
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 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Noella Moulden (Vallee) 
Dec. 25, 1947 - Oct. 14, 2021

Noella passed away peacefully at home 
surrounded by the love of  her family 
on October 14, 2021 after a long, valiant  
battle with cancer, faced with courage and 
grace.  Noella will be deeply missed by her 
husband Ken, daughter Nicole Clemmer, 
her husband Chad and granddaughters 
Lindsay, Madeleine, Chloe, Amy and Ali. 
Predeceased by her parents Paul and 
Yvonne Vallee, brother Samuel Vallee 
and sister-in-law Suzanne Lambert.

Noella was a proud woman and loved 
life. A dedicated wife, mother and 
grandmother who often put others’ 
needs ahead of her own. She enjoyed a 
life full of friendship, laughter, travel, 
golf and, for the last eight years, living 
next to and watching her grandbabies 
grow into young women. Above all, she 
will be remembered for her courage and 
fight until she could fight no more.

The family wishes to thank the staff and 
doctors at the Juravinski Cancer Centre 
for their care and support as well as Dr. 
Feng, our family doctor. Thank you also 
to our family and friends who have been 
so kind and supportive over the past 
nine years.

In keeping with Noella’s wishes, 
cremation has taken place and there will 
be no funeral service. Interment at the 
Elmira Union Cemetery will be at a later 
date, with close family in attendance. 
A celebration of life will take place at a 
future date.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to the Canadian Cancer Society 
for Ovarian Cancer Research, or a charity 
of your choice.

Obituary

Metz, Shannon
Passed away on Thursday, October 14, 
2021 at Grand River Hospital at the age 
of 54. Beloved wife of the late Tony 
Metz (February 15, 2017). Dear mother 
of Sam and Joe. Fondly remembered 
by her brother Gene Jackson (Gwen), 
and nieces Alyssa, Meghan and 
Keirsten. Loving daughter-in-law of 
Joe and Terry; and sister-in-law of 
Lisa. Cremation has taken place. There 
will be no funeral home visitation or 
funeral service. A graveside service 
will take place at 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
October 30, 2021 in Elmira Union 
Cemetery. In Shannon’s memory, 
donations to Grand River Hospital 
Foundation would be appreciated and 
can be made through the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

The Corporation of the
TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH

P.O. Box 158, 24 Church Street West, Elmira Ontario, N3B 2Z6
Infrastructure Services: 519-669-1647   www.woolwich.ca

LEAF DISPOSAL
Please do not rake your leaves onto the road.  This practice has been prohibited by bylaw in the Township of 
Woolwich since 1994. There is a fi ne of $125 for depositing any debris or refuse, which includes leaves, on 
Township Roads. These piles of leaves are a safety hazard as they encourage children to play on the road. 
They can also result in fl ooding issues when the leaves block storm drains. 

LEAF DISPOSAL ALTERNATIVES
NATURAL CHOICES
Mulching and composting are the most economical and environmentally benefi cial ways to deal with your leaves.

• Instead of disposing of your leaves, save them, mulch them with your lawnmower and gradually add them 
to your home composter.  They will break down into a useful organic material that can be added to fl ower 
and vegetable gardens.

• Rather than raking your leaves, why not mulch them on your lawn or into your garden?  When the leaves 
are dry, mow your lawn more frequently.  The mulched leaves will soon disappear into your lawn or garden 
as fertilizer.

CURBSIDE LEAF COLLECTION PROGRAM
Bagged Leaf Collection

• Bag leaves using only paper yard waste bags or returnable containers marked with a Region of Waterloo 
Yard Waste sticker.

• Place out with yard waste materials on yard waste collection days separately from your garbage containers.
• For more information call the Region of Waterloo at 519-575-4400.

Tip: Mulching your leaves with a lawn mower or other mulching device prior to bagging can reduce leaf 
volumes. (10 bags of loose leaves = 1 bag of mulched leaves)
If you have too many leaves for your composter to handle, you may bring your leaves to the Regional Landfi ll 
Site located at:
Gate 2, 925 Erb Street West, Waterloo
Fees apply, check the website for dates and hours of operation, and new COVID protocol
https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/living-here/yard-waste.aspx

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Death Notices

BAUMAN, ERMA - Passed away peace-
fully at Grand River Hospital on Wednes-
day, October 13, 2021 in her 73rd year.

HAMMER, MARION ELIZABETH -  (1937-
2021) Passed away peacefully with her 
family at her side on Thursday, October 
14, 2021.

KAPPES, JOHN WELLINGTON -  Peace-
fully passed away on Thursday, October 
14, 2021 at Grand River Hospital after 
a seven year battle with cancer, at the 
age of 76.

The Woolwich Wild U11 team played at the Ayr arena last weekend  as part of the  Rogers Hometown 
Hockey Weekend.  Submitted

WOOLWICH WILD 
 ■ Atom 

Oct/16/2021 vs Grand 
River Mustangs
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Grace Jones, 
Lexi Gaudet, Isla 
Dunn (3)
ASSISTS: Brooke 
Wilson, Charlie 
Wilson, Brynn Russell 
(2), Lexi Gaudet, 
Chloe Cross
 ■ Atom U11A

Oct/16/2021 vs Ayr 
Rockets
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Sage Balog 
(2), Stella Grundy (1), 
Bronwyn Rozema (1), 
Audrey English (2),
ASSISTS: Olivia Bright, 
Lexi Bowden, Emma 
Forwell
Shutouts: Kailey 
Hardman
PeeWee U-13 B
Oct/16/2021 vs Twin 
Center Herricanes
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 0
Shutouts: Hailey 
Thom
 ■ PeeWee 

Oct/17/2021 vs 

 ↆ S P O R T S  S C O R E S
Guelph Gryphons
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Leah 
Thompson, Taylor 
Rayfield
ASSISTS: Kara Grant, 
Rachel Heckendorn, 
Seryna Hessels
 ■ Bantam 

Oct/16/2021 vs 
Kitchener Lady 
Rangers
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: Kayla Sargent 
(2), Lexie Dejeu, 
Kaely Parker, Emma 
Maric

ASSISTS: Kaely 
Parker (2), Brooke 
Kroetsch, Kayla 
Sargent
 ■ Bantam 

Oct/17/2021 
vs Grand River 
Mustangs
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Grace Gow, 
Kaeley Parker, Taylor 
Weber
ASSISTS: Kayla 
Sargent, Charlotte 
McMillan, Kaeley 
Parker, Taylor Weber, 
Riley Nelson

The first game of the season saw the WIld post a 5-1 win against the Grand River Mustangs.
Players: Isla Dunn, Brooke Wilson, Grace Jones, Hannah Kellough, Charlie Wilson, Lexi Gaudet, 
Lauren McAdam, Stella Haid, Chloe Cross, Brynn Russell. Submitted
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here Elora and Fergus are embracing the Hallow-
een spirit this fall with Monster Month. 
Among the list of activities is the Spooktacu-
lar Market featuring local vendors at the Elora 
Centre for the Arts on Saturday and Sunday, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. There’s also a Zombie 
Walk on Oct. 29 and 30, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
www.monstermonth.ca

A survey by SEIU Healthcare, a union that 
represents over 60,000 members across 
Ontario’s healthcare system, found more 
healthcare workers are leaving the system 
because of poor wages and working condi-
tions than because of vaccine mandates; 
54% said they are considering leaving the 
healthcare system in pursuit of a job in 
another sector.

Doing the Monster Month Healthcare pressures

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My 
mom was diagnosed with 
breast cancer. During her 
care, she was found to 
have a BRCA2 mutation. 
Her doctor suggested that 
my brothers and I get test-
ed for this mutation too. I 
am a 26-year-old woman, 
and I am not sure what 
this means for me and my 
risk of cancer.

ANSWER: Having a loved 
one with a breast cancer 
diagnosis can be scary. It 
also can become confus-
ing when you start to hear 
about genetic mutations. 
The good news is that 

Understanding genetic abnormalities and cancer risk

the information can help 
guide your family regard-
ing screening and future 
cancer risk.

BRCA2 is a genetic 
abnormality that can 
be passed down from a 
parent to children. It is 
autosomal dominant, 
which means there is a 
50% chance that each of 
your mom's biological 
children could have the 
mutation. Being posi-
tive for the mutation 

would mean that you or 
your brothers may be at 
increased risk of devel-
oping certain cancers, 
compared to the general 
population.

In addition to breast 
cancer, these cancers are 
also known to be associ-
ated with BRCA2: ovarian 
cancer, melanoma, pros-
tate cancer and pancre-
atic cancer.

To understand your 
risk, you would want 
to meet with a genetic 
counselor who can help 
you understand the 
implications of undergo-
ing genetic testing and 

whether this is something 
you want to do. Typi-
cally, genetic testing is 
performed using a blood 
or saliva sample. The 
counselor would review 
the results with you and, 
if you are positive, recom-
mend next steps to learn 
more about personalized 
screening and specific 
risk reduction options.

Generally speaking, 
it is recommended 
that women who have 
a BRCA2 mutation 
begin monthly breast 
self-examinations, 
beginning at 18. Clinical 
breast examinations are 

recommended every six 
months, beginning at 25, 
or before if there is an 
earlier breast cancer in 
the family. Annual breast 
MRIs should begin at 25. 
Tomosynthesis mammo-
grams are recommended 
annually, beginning at 30. 
They are usually alter-
nated with breast MRIs 
every six months. Based 
on risk and family history, 
some woman may choose 
to undergo a preventive 
mastectomy to remove 
their breast tissue and 
hopefully decrease their 
risk of developing breast 
cancer.

There is no screening 
test for ovarian cancer. 
However, women can 
have transvaginal ultra-
sounds and a blood test 
called CA 125 every six to 
12 months, beginning at 
ages 30 to 35, while their 
ovaries are still in place.

If desired, women 
can undergo surgery to 
remove their ovaries and 
fallopian tubes once they 
are done having children. 
Ideally, this would occur 
between the ages of 40 to 
45. As this surgery results 
in women going through 
menopause, some 

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

“I’ll be there to pick you up in 15 minutes” 
“Okay kids jump into the van”

“I’m leaving for work, have a good day”
How many times a day do we make these comments to our loved ones? 
We often forget how much we rely on our vehicles to get us where we 

need to go until a breakdown happens. 

Stay prepared. Contact us with any questions or concerns.
Proudly maintaining your car and your schedule. 

519-669-1082
- Akeim 

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

A LOCAL FAMILY IS 
LOOKING to honour 
the passing of Elmira’s 
beloved ‘Welcome Wagon 
Lady,’ Shirley Soehner, by 
raising funds for the Brain 
Tumour Foundation of 
Canada. 

After the passing of her 
mother last September, 
Cindi Conlon and her 
family started knitting 
as a way to remember 
Shirley, an avid knitter in 
the community. The idea 
then turned into a way 
they could raise dona-
tions for the charity that 
had become close to their 
hearts. 

“My daughter said to 
me, ‘why don’t you start 
knitting? I’ll knit and 
anybody else in the family 
that would like to join us, 
and let’s raise some money 
for the Brain Tumour 
Foundation of Canada.’ So, 
we got to work right away – 
it’s been a great activity to 
keep us busy through the 

pandemic,” said 
Conlon. 

“We have 
over 300 
hats, head-
bands, 
and 
mittens 
in our 
inven-
tory. The 
knitting 
was thera-
peutic through 
this past year, 
it was great to be 
creative, and watching our 
pile grow.”

For those looking to 
keep their head warm this 
winter, Nan’s Noggins, will 
be holding a sale on Satur-
day (October 23) at 14 Ernst 
St. in Elmira from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. They will have 
handmade winter wear 
available for purchase, 
with all proceeds going to 
the charitable organiza-
tion.

“We have a multitude of 
colours, styles and sizes. 
Everything from a little 

→ NAN'S NOGGINS 26

A warm and welcome way to remember Shirley Soehner

Making knitted goods as part of a fundraiser is a family affair for Bob Soehner, Cindi Conlon and Val Soehner.  Justine Fraser

→ MAYO CLINIC 27

Recognizing her passion, family takes up knitting in a big way as a fundraiser for the Brain Tumour Foundation of Canada
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ↆ S U D O K U

These candy-filled 
cookies are sweet, 

chewy and irresistible 

If your children hit the 
jackpot while trick-or-

treating, you could be 
swimming in candy for 
weeks! Put the abundance 
of M&M's to good use by 
making homemade cook-
ies with the kids. You can 
also teach them about the 
candy while you bake!

Did you know? The M's 
printed on M&M's stand 
for the last names of their 
inventors: Forrest Mars 

and Bruce Murrie. These 
two businessmen teamed 
up to make M&M's in 1941 
and started by selling their 
candy exclusively to the 
U.S. armed services (the 
candy-coated shells made 
M&M's heat resistant and 
good for travel).

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

M&M Cookies
▢ 1 cup (5 ounces) 
all-purpose flour

▢ 1⁄4 teaspoon baking 
soda

▢ 1⁄4 teaspoon salt

▢ 3⁄4 cup (5 1⁄4 ounces) 
sugar

▢ 4 tablespoons 
unsalted butter, melted

▢ 1 large egg

▢ 1 teaspoon vanilla 
extract

▢ 1⁄3 cup M&M's

1. Adjust the oven 
rack to the middle 
position and heat oven 
to 325 degrees. Line 
a baking sheet with 
parchment paper.

2. In a medium bowl, 
whisk together flour, 
baking soda and salt.

3. In a large bowl, 
whisk sugar and 
melted butter until 
smooth. Add egg and 
vanilla, and whisk 
until well combined.

4. Add the flour mixture 
and use a rubber 
spatula to stir until no 
dry flour is visible and 
a soft dough forms.

5. Roll the dough into 
12 balls (about 1 heap-
ing tablespoon each). 
Place the dough balls 
on the parchment-lined 
baking sheet, leaving 
space between them.

6. Gently flatten 
each dough ball. 
Press candies into 
each cookie (about 5 
candies per cookie).

7. Bake until the edges 
of the cookies are just 
set and the centers 
are still soft, 11 to 13 
minutes. Let cook-
ies cool completely 
on the baking sheet, 
about 30 minutes.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21
▢ The Stress Cycle and How to Complete It. Join us 
at Noon through Zoom. Part of Woolwich Commu-
nity Health Centre's Stress and Anxiety "Lunch and 
Learns". In this session, we will explore ways to 
identify & respond more effectively to stress in your 
daily life. We'll also discuss 5 research-based ways 
to complete your stress cycle & strategies to experi-
ence greater relaxation & calm. To receive your Zoom 
link email gberihun@wchc.on.ca

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND: 

Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 Woolwich Community Services
 Woolwich Counseling Centre
 Woolwich Community Health Centre

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT FUND: 
RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL NEEDS DUE TO 
COVID-19

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Wool-
wich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide 
for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an applica-
tion process are in place, it should be noted 
that in unique, complex, crisis and acute 
circumstances funds may be provided at the 
discretion of the Fund Review Committee, 
assuming the core criteria of the fund are 
met.

“What a great example of the barn-raising 
spirit that has always existed in Woolwich,” 
said Mayor Shantz about the Fund during 
her video announcement on what would 
have been the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival 
day. 
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▢ Woolwich 
Counselling 
Centre

Living through the 
COVID-19 pandemic 

has brought unexpected 
stress and difficulty. Life 
took a turn we were not 
expecting, leaving many 
feeling helpless and over-
whelmed.

This is where building 
mental resilience can 
help.

Resilience is not about 
being stoic through a 
difficult time. It does 
not mean hiding painful 
thoughts and feelings or 
merely presenting a posi-
tive front to others.

Resilience is about 
continuing to practice 
and being aware of the 
skills we have learned 
through experience; and 
to be intentional about 
using these strategies as 
we navigate challenging 
experiences we face in 
life. It’s about the flexibil-
ity to adapt to unforeseen 
change. It’s the ability to 
weather the storm and 
thrive.

As we become more 
resilient, we are better 
able to handle stressful 
situations. It leads to less 
personal suffering, less 
intensity during suffer-
ing, and a greater ability 
to support friends and 
family. It can mean lower 
rates of depression and 
greater life satisfaction.

And the benefits are not 
just for adults. Accord-
ing to the Child and 

Build your mental resilience

Youth Resilience Project 
conducted in Waterloo 
Region, “children and 
youth who have devel-
oped resilience can resist 
the effects of hardships or 
bounce back and return 
to, or even exceed, their 
regular level of function-
ing.”

So how can you build 
mental resilience?

Invest in relationships. 
Build strong ties with 
family, friends, and your 
community. Accepting 
help from those who care 
about you is a characteris-
tic of a resilient person.

Focus on positivity. An 
optimistic outlook can 
help you see the reality of 
a situation, process the 
difficult emotions you are 
experiencing, and turn it 
into positive action. 

Embrace change. 
Change is an inevita-
ble part of life. Instead 
of fearing change and 
worrying what the future 
will bring, be open-
minded. Bring your focus 
back to the present. 
Accept that you are not in 
control of some circum-
stances, and instead work 
on that which you can 
change for the better.

Respond to hardships. 
Ignoring a problem will 

not make it go away. You 
can make choices that 
will improve the situa-
tion. You can also turn to 
trusted friends, family, or 
even a therapist to help 
you heal and grow.

Train to build resil-
ience. Undertake activ-
ities that will train your 
brain for resilience. 
Engage in a situation that 
is potentially stressful 
to you, such as public 
speaking or a sports 
competition. You are 
placing yourself at risk 
for a negative conse-
quence, but at the same 
time, it is a managed 
risk. You know you can 
succeed even though it 
will be difficult. Next, be 
aware of how you want to 
respond. For example, if 
you forget your lines, you 
may refer to your notes, 
and continue through the 
speech. Practice and take 
breaks for self-care. 

Remember, resilience 
is a habit, a skill, and a 
mindset that helps you 
bounce back from life’s 
challenges. Unlock its 
power today.

ↆ This article is brought to 
you by Woolwich Counselling 
Centre. This community-based 
counselling agency creates 
awareness and provides 
education to promote emotional 
and mental wellness for 
individuals, families, businesses, 
and others in Woolwich and 
Wellesley. Check out their 
upcoming small group therapy 
sessions and workshops at 
www.woolwichcounselling.org.

ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

women may be started on 
hormone therapy until 
ages 50 to 51 to alleviate 
menopausal symptoms 
and offset some long-
term risks associated with 
early menopause.

Research has shown 
that many ovarian 
cancers begin in the 
fallopian tubes. With this 
knowledge, women have 
recently been having 
surgery to remove their 
fallopian tubes and delay 
surgery to remove their 
ovaries for a few years –
though the recommended 
age for a woman to have 
her ovaries removed is 
still 40 to 45 in a BRCA2 
mutation carrier. The 
benefit of removing just 
the fallopian tubes is 
that this allows women 
to preserve their natu-
ral hormonal function 
longer. The safety of this 
strategy is being studied, 
and this type of surgery is 
being performed as part 
of clinical trials.

Women who undergo 
surgery to remove their 
ovaries before menopause 
have a 50% reduction in 

their risk of developing 
breast cancer. In addition 
to surgeries, there are 
medications that can be 
given to help decrease the 
risk of developing breast 
and ovarian cancers. 
Selective Estrogen Recep-
tor Modulators (SERMS) 
and Aromatase Inhibitors 
(AIs) are types of medica-
tions that can reduce the 
risk of developing breast 
cancer. Oral contracep-
tives can decrease the 
risk of developing ovarian 
cancer by 50%.

Since the BRCA2 muta-
tion can be passed down 
to offspring, understand-
ing your status -- and that 
of a future partner -- is 
important, as there is a 
genetic condition called 
Fanconi anemia that can 
occur if both the male and 
female partners have a 
BRCA2 mutation.

Thus, for men and 
women who test positive 
for BRCA2 and have not 
yet had biological chil-
dren, it may be worth-
while to meet with a 
specialist in reproductive 
endocrinology and infer-
tility to discuss options.

There are no standard 
screening guidelines 
for pancreatic cancer or 
melanoma. Based on your 
situation, a consultation 
with a pancreatic special-
ist may be worthwhile 
to discuss whether to 
pursue MRI or endoscopic 
ultrasound. Likewise, a 
referral to a dermatologist 
can be made to initiate 
skin cancer screenings.

Understandably, you 
may be nervous about 
your risk for cancer, given 
your mother's diagnosis. 
However, you are young, 
and you should not feel 
rushed to make any deci-
sions regarding genetic 
testing. If you choose to 
undergo testing and are 
found to have a BRCA2 
mutation, your health 
care providers will give 
you the information that 
you need so that you can 
begin to think about what 
makes sense for your life 
and your priorities.

MAYO CLINIC: Becoming informed about risk factors is 
the first step to determining what makes sense for you

ATTENTION PATIENTS OF 
ELMIRA MEDICAL ClINIC

Elmira Medical Centre
2 Park Ave. W., Elmira

If you are

65 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER 
OR CONSIDERED HIGH RISK, 

please call our office @ 519-669- 5493 and leave 
your name and telephone number. Our nurse will 

call you back to schedule your flu shot.

NO WALK-INS 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we 

are unable to accommodate any walkins.

Thank you

FLU    CLINICS
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infant up to the biggest 
noggin you can imagine.”

They are hoping to sell 
out of all their knitted 
items during the sale, 
noted Conlon, but will look 
towards donating anything 
leftover. 

“My mom’s sister got 
involved, she’s an 80-year-
old lady and she knit quite 
a few. My sister-in-law lives 
here in Elmira, and she 
was one of our knitters; my 
daughter in New Zealand, 
and then I have a couple of 
friends who also contrib-
uted. It was my daughter’s 
idea: she had knitted us 
all hats last Christmas, the 
first Christmas without 
my mom, and she wanted 

to do something sort of 
special, so she started knit-
ting, an activity that my 
mom had taught Emily, my 
daughter, a couple years 
ago. Emily used her skills 
and made us all toques for 
Christmas. She was the one 
that suggested that maybe 
we do this as a fundraiser.”

Many people in the 
community will miss 
Shirley, but will remember 
her for the knitted gifts she 
left them.

“When there were 
new babies, there was a 
blanket that was given to 
the neighbours, and she 
made prayer shawls for the 
church. Our grandkids and 
her great grandchildren 
were all outfitted and in 

NAN'S NOGGINS: Family embraces knitting, looks to sell 
handiwork in support of Brain Tumour Foundation

toques; there was always 
a sweater at Christmas. I 
now understand the hobby 
is addictive, and it just 
feels good sitting, knitting 
and it makes this sort of 
a connection with mom 
that I haven’t experienced 
before. Mom was the 
Welcome Wagon lady, 
welcoming newcomers to 
Elmira for quite a number 
of years, maybe 20 or so. 
She started the Welcome 
Wagon program here in 
town,” she said, noting that 
all the knitted goods are 
made with love.

With the fundraising 
effort underway, Conlon 
noted Nan’s Noggins may 
become an annual endeav-
our.

→ FROM 24

It's knit one, purl two many times over in memory of Shirley Soehner. Justine Fraser
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ACROSS
1. Veronica _____ 

(Archie Comics)
5. Hard wood
10. Russian country house
15. Aspersion
16. Previews
17. "I'm here for the ____"  

(Fun Halloween phrase)
18. Demobilization
20. Kaffiyeh wearers
21. Floral leaf
22. Used to seal gaps
24. "Prince ___" 

("Aladdin" song)
25. Clothing
27. Cold shower?
29. ___-bodied
31. #13
32. Baby carrier?
35. Fan
37. More sick
39. Pen
41. The people
42. Dump
45. Fore-and-aft-

rigged vessel
46. To wit

48. Roswell sightings
51. Bug killer
52. "Amen!"
53. Mites and ticks
55. Poetry term
56. One who applies 

powder
57. Cold cuts, e.g.
59. ___ Clinic
60. This __ that
61. ___'easter
63. Kosher ___
64. Egyptian fertility 

goddess
65. "Cut that out!"

DOWN
1. Lucy drug
2. Blue Bonnet, e.g.
3. Russian assembly
4. Empathizes
5. Detergent brand
6. Dress down
7. Elliptical
8. Region along the 

Nile river
9. "Amen!"
11. Assist, in a way

12. Office machine
13. Ancient
14. Not alert
19. Kind of market
21. Grave marker
23. Cat call
25. Fusion
26. Jiffs
28. uniformly
30. I ran like ____
33. First-place
34. Greeting
36. Jamaican exports
38. Bring out
40. Chip
43. Certain tide
44. Achy
47. "Is that ___?"
49. ___ cry
50. "My dear man"
52. Information technology
53. Toward
54. BBs, e.g.
58. Heartfelt
62. Mélange
63. Criticize, slangily

ↆ X - W O R D
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ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca
Jonathan Brubacher Preaching

Exodus and our 
Faith Journey

9:30 am

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home Rent soft water

starting at mth
*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com

I ♥ my local
newspaper.
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1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

PAD ATTACHEDPAD ATTACHED
12”X24”CLICK12”X24”CLICK

VINYL TILESVINYL TILES

9999¢¢
FROM /SQ FT

REG 4.99

IN STOCK!

HIGH-GLOSSHIGH-GLOSS
LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK!

LUXURYLUXURY
CLICKCLICK
VINYLVINYL

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

5” THICK WIRE BRUSHED5” THICK WIRE BRUSHED
ENGINEEREDENGINEERED

OAK HARDWOODOAK HARDWOOD 

$$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

3/4” THICK 6.5” WIDE3/4” THICK 6.5” WIDE
WHITE OAK WHITE OAK 

ENGINEERED HARDWOODENGINEERED HARDWOOD

$$559999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 8.99

IN STOCK!

AC4 COMMERCIALAC4 COMMERCIAL
12MM THICK12MM THICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$116969
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

13” X 13” 13” X 13” 
PORCELAINPORCELAIN

TILESTILES

$$111919
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

MATTE OR GLOSYMATTE OR GLOSY
HAND PRESSEDHAND PRESSED

WALL TILESWALL TILES

$$334949
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK! IN STOCK!

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

5.5” WIDE5.5” WIDE
CONTEMPORARYCONTEMPORARY

6” WIDE6” WIDE
SQUARESQUARE

3/7” WIDE3/7” WIDE
COLONIALCOLONIAL

$$119999
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

$$222929
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.99

$$007979
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

BASEBOARDS

100’S OF NEW 100’S OF NEW 

AREAAREA
RUGSRUGS

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

M-F

SUN
10-5

9-6
SAT
9-6

the book, this latest book 
of mine, and it also starts 
off the Borneo book – just 
the first page and then I 
head off to Borneo –  so 
it’s like a little recap,” he 
says down the line from 
Albuquerque.

The smells aside, Kid on 
the Go! is in many ways 
a love letter to the town 
where he grew up, but 
especially to the family, 
friends and the time when 
all of that happened.  

“We’d cruise around 
town, trying to impress 
girls who liked to show off 
their figures by walking 
up and down Arthur, 
the main street in town. 
Sometimes we’d make our 
motor backfire for guys 
standing in front of Kerr’s 
Restaurant, shouting 
comments and whistling,” 
he writes.

“Elmira’s downtown 
area consisted of the one 
main street and a few side 
streets, but it had a lot of 
businesses to drive past 
besides Kerr’s: Edgewood 
Restaurant, Bolander 
Shoes, Brubacher Shoes, 
Freiburger’s Groceries, 
Otto’s Men’s Wear, W. C. 
Brown & Son’s Cleaners 
and Tailors, Hendrick’s 
Hardware, Weichel’s 

Hardware, Hartman’s 
Jewelry, Reichard’s Dry 
Goods, the Light and 
Life Bookstore, Lishman 
Coach Lines, Central 
Cycle & Sports, Cale’s 
Drugs, a music store, three 
banks, three gas stations, 
the post office, two barber 
shops and two real estate 
agents, the volunteer 
firehall, the Elmira Signet 
newspaper, the jail, and 
most finally, Dreisinger’s 
Funeral Home.”

McKee recalls Elmira 
as an industrious town, 
in part due to his own 
family: his father Russell 
and uncle Gerald’s farm 
machinery manufac-
turing business, McKee 
Brothers Ltd. 

“It’s fantastic, the 
industries that this town 
had, or still has in a way, 
with 3,000 people, includ-
ing my dad's. McKee 
Brothers was up on Union 
Street. We lived along 
Duke Street. The house we 
lived in, 29 Duke St., just 
got coated. Many morn-
ings we just walked out 
the door and the overall 
smell just hugged the 
town, especially on wind-
less days,” he says.

His reminiscences are 
told in a light, breezy 
style that makes it an 

easy read, whether you’re 
an Elmiran of his era – 
born months after the 
end of the Second World 
War, he’s now 75 – or a 
newcomer to the area. 
Actually, newcomers may 
find the book a fascinat-
ing bit of history, without 
the parts that might have 
had you nodding off in 
class ... and with no need 
to memorize dates and 
places.

In content and struc-
ture, it brings to mind the 
movie American Graffiti, 
written as a flashback to 
a time, 1962, that corre-
sponds to McKee’s time as 
a teenager. 

“That does portray my 
really rebellious teenage 
years. And in the end, I 
parallel everything that 
happened in that movie 
sort of to that happened to 
us,” he recalls, noting the 
present-day wrap-up in 
his own book.

Like the Richard 
Dreyfus character, Curt 
Henderson, who narrates 
at the end, McKee went 
on to become a writer, 
another parallel.

More information about 
Kid on the Go!, his other 
books and McKee himself 
can be found online www.
neillmckeeauthor.com.

BOOK: McKee's latest offering shows that he really was a 
Kid on the Go, both during and after his time in Elmira

Neill McKee's book includes his own drawings illustrating his memories of growing up in Elmira. 
Submitted
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