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WWW.FURNITUREHOUSE.CAWWW.FURNITUREHOUSE.CA
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | 30 BENJAMIN RD., WATERLOO | F U R N I T U R E  FO R  E V E R Y  BU D G E T   | 519.746.0060

Su��t Local, 
Buy Local

SAVE THE TAX ON 
CANADIAN MADE 
FURNITURE

MEET THE

TEAM!

519-584-4755
webstoneprosoils.ca

100% compost
A natural soil
enhancement

for lawns

519-584-4755
webstoneprosoils.ca

FALL IS THE PERFECT TIME! - Compost for Lawns, Experience the Difference

Call Today!

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

THE PANDEMIC DRAG-
GING ON FOR more than 
a year and a half, the area’s 
hospitals are shifting gears 
to deal with staffing issues 
related to burnout and, to 
a lesser extent, unvacci-
nated employees.

At St. Mary’s General 
Hospital, for instance, 
there’s a new recruitment 
program to try to eliminate 
additional shifts created 
by pandemic.

Healthcare workers 
have been working longer 
hours, additional shifts 
and feeling fatigued due 
to the pandemic. Local 
hospitals have been 
experiencing a backlog 
on programs and services 
they provide for residents 
and has left staff feeling 
burnt out as they try to 
keep up. As the fourth 
wave continues, vaccina-
tion rates are on the rise 
in the region, leading to 
fewer COVID patients than 
Lee Fairclough, president 
of St. Mary’s, was seeing a 
couple months ago.

“Certainly, we’ve seen 
the number of COVID 
infectious cases come 

Hospitals dealing 
with burnout, 
recruitment efforts
As pandemic drags on, staffing issues 
including unvaccinated create challenges

down, which I think has 
been a positive effect 
of the vaccine and the 
ongoing public health 
measures. We’ve seen 
reductions in the number 
of patients coming in and 
out for COVID. What’s 
interesting, though, is that 
we are really seeing a lot of 
increase in people needing 
care,” she said. 

“The hospital and the 
emergency department’s 
really starting to not just 
reach pre-COVID levels 
but exceed them, and a 
lot of that is people that 
are in need of care. Some 
people who may have been 
waiting for care are now 
becoming more urgent. 
The sense of kind of busy-
ness and how full we are at 
the hospital has not really 
changed.”

Fairclough noted that 
many staff members 
at St. Mary’s took on 
additional shifts during 
the pandemic as they 
increased the number of 
beds to keep up with the 
rising need. 

“We’re still at 98 per cent 
occupancy right now. I 
do think that people are 
feeling burnout. And I 

→ HOSPITAL STAFFING 5

Wellesley’s outside workers held a car rally Tuesday evening in front of the township administration building. Steve Kannon

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

NEGOTIATIONS 
STALLED, THE UNION 
REPRESENTING Welles-
ley’s outside workers is 
stepping up its campaign 
for a new contract.

On Tuesday evening, 
Canadian Union of Public 
Employees Local 1542 
followed up a car rally 
that started in front of the 
township administrative 
building with a direct 
pitch to councillors for a 

resolution to the standoff.
The workers have been 

without a contract since 
the end of 2020. They say 
the township is look-
ing to reverse years of 
gains through collective 
bargaining, demanding 
concessions. Union lead-
ers say they won’t back 
down, but would prefer 
to reach a deal without a 
labour stoppage.

The president of Local 
1542, Chris Roth, notes 
there’s never been a strike 
or lockout in 47 years of 

unionized labour at the 
township. Today, however, 
the situation is more 
precarious.

Fred Hahn, CUPE’s 
Ontario president, said 
there will be no conces-
sions in addressing the 
workers and their support-
ers at the rally.

“We organize munic-
ipal workers all across 
the province. We have 
hundreds of collective 
agreements, and we have 
bargained dozens of them 
through the pandemic – 

there have been no conces-
sions,” he said.

“They are messing with 
the wrong union and the 
wrong workers – we don’t 
bargain concessions.”

He said the township 
can have a settlement or it 
can have a fight with the 
union, which is Cana-
da’s largest and boasts a 
$130-million strike fund.

“None of that’s neces-
sary if this employer just 
does what’s right and takes 
concessions off the table, 

→ CUPE RALLY 5

Union stages rally, addresses council
Wellesley Township talks with CUPE Local 1542 remain at an impasse
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The municipality of the Township of Woolwich along 
with local community organizations want you to know 

‘We're Here If You Need Us!'

Woolwich Community
Health Centre

It’s OK to ask for help

Woolwich Counselling 
Centre recognizes our 

community’s resilience at 
a trying time. Let us 
continue to extend 

compassion and under-
standing to one another. 
We are here to support 
your mental wellness 

through individual and 
family counselling, as well 

as no-cost workshops 
and small group therapy 
serving children, youth, 

adults, and seniors. 

Upcoming Sessions: 
Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021, 
7-8 pm  Boundary and 

Assertiveness 
Skill-Building 101

Virtual adult workshop
Wednesday, Nov. 17, 

2021, 7-8 pm 
Understanding Elder 
Abuse and Neglect

Virtual adult workshop

For a full list of no-cost Fall 
programming, please visit: 
www.woolwichcounselling.org/ 

upcoming-events/

Woolwich 
Counselling Centre

65 Memorial Ave,
Elmira, ON N3B 2R9

519-669-8651
www.woolwichcounselling.org

Woolwich Community 
Services offers a safe, 
supportive community 
because of the ongoing 
support from Woolwich 

residents. If you are 
experiencing a difficult 
situation we are here to 
help problem solve and 
offer support. No one 

should be left out, 
please call us!

We’re pleased to offer:
• Christmas hampers
• Domestic Violence

   Support
• Food programs

• Help with challenging
   financial situations

• Listening, Advocating
  and Referrals

• Low-German Family
   Support

*All support is confidential

Weekly Food Programs
Monday - Lunch Crunch & 
Bread Program 11am-4pm
Friday - Fresh Food Friday 
1pm-4pm. Please call for 
more info or to register.

Woolwich 
Community Services

5 Memorial Ave.,
Elmira ON N3B 2P8

T: 519-669-5139
woolwichcommunityservices.org

Woolwich 
Thrift Shop

T: 519-669-1129

The Woolwich  
Community Health 
Centre encourages 

you to keep up with your 
regular health prevention 

and monitoring 

• Maintain a balanced 
diet and healthy activity 
levels for strong brains 

and bodies
•  Stay connected- reach 

out to friends, family, 
neighbours or one of 
community services 

listed here
•  Attend free virtual 
education events at 
www.wchc.on.ca or 

check out our Wellness 
Blog for helpful 

information

Woolwich Community 
Health Centre

P.O Box 370, 
10 Parkside Drive

St. Jacobs, ON N0B 2N0
519 664 3794

www.wchc.on.ca

Wellesley 
Satellite Clinic

1180 Queens Bush Road
Wellesley N0B 2T0

519-656-9027

Helping Seniors and 
Adults to Live 

Independently in Their 
Own Home is our focus 

at Community Care 
Concepts.

• Meals on Wheels            
• Transportation 
• Day Programs
• Homemakers 
• Maintenance

• Friendly Visitors 
• Community Meals 

• Social Programs
• Transportation from

   Hospital to Home

• FREE Community
   Exercise and Falls

   Prevention Classes 

• FREE Short Term

  Home Support

Community Care 
Concepts

929 Arthur St. S.,
Elmira, ON  N3B 2Z2

519-664-1900 or   
1-855-664-1900

communitycareconcepts.ca

Sponsored
by:

Helping You Stay Safe, Active & Connected
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three Waterloo Regional Police this charged an 
OPP officer with one count of assault related 
to an off-duty incident that is alleged to have 
occurred on Oct. 1 in the area of Highway 85 
and Sawmill Road near St. Jacobs. Cst. Ken 
Araujo, a 14-year-member with the OPP, was 
arrested on Oct. 23 and was released on an 
undertaking. He is scheduled to appear in  a 
Kitchener courtroom on Dec. 9.

With demand for pile fabrics diving down in 
recent years, Glenoit Corporation of Canada 
is closing the doors of its Elmira manufac-
turing facility. The fabric business and its 
predecessor have called Elmira home for 
more than 40 years. The Howard Avenue 
facility produces an array of pile fabrics sold 
to clothing and garment manufacturers.
From the Oct. 29, 2005 edition of The Observer

Police charge OPP officer From the archives

building centre

JL’s Duke St

5 Duke St, Elmira | Call JL’s 519.669.5488 | Shop homehardware.ca  and choose JL’s as your home Store.

No rainchecks. No online orders. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

1286-296

SAVESAVE
20%10 Pc. 2”

Driver Bit Set Was $9.99

79797
Set

homehardware.ca  and choose JL’s as your home Store.

SAVESAVE
20%20%

Was $9.99

797797
Set

TM

Steve Kannon
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HOUSED TEMPORARILY 
AT A CITY of Kitchener 
site used as a snow dump, 
residents of A Better Tent 
City moved Tuesday to a 
new home in the city.

The new site at 49 Ardelt 
Ave. straddles land owned 
by the city and the Water-
loo Region District School 
Board.

The group had been set 
up at the city’s snow stor-
age site in an industrial 
area since June after it 
was forced to abandon its 
original home when that 
property was sold. ABTC 
had made a bid to relo-
cate to a site near Breslau 
when the Catholic Church 
made land available on 
Spitzig Road, but that 
was dropped due to the 
lengthy planning process 
necessary to make the 
location viable.

The organization isn’t 
currently pursuing that 
option as part of its long-
term plans, says a spokes-
man.

“We have really focused 

Woolwich site appears to be off the table 
as group seeks long-term location

our attention more in the 
cities. We haven’t ruled 
out anything yet, but we 
really have put our focus 
elsewhere,” said Jeff 
Willmer of the Breslau site, 
noting ABTC is looking at 
a few long-term options, 
though nothing definitive 
at this point. “It’s probably 
too early to say.

“It requires some 
patience and persistence, 
but then there are some 
bright spots, as well. 
In this case, the City of 
Kitchener land was the 
piece that we originally 
requested, and the city 
agreed, but then when 
we realized that it was 
constrained by size 
and some underground 
services, then the city 
approached the school 
board, and the school 
board was quick to agree. 
That was a huge help 
because it really needs 
both pieces of land to 
make it work here.”

Woolwich chief 
administrative officer 
David Brenneman said 
his counterparts in the 

Officials see some light as COVID numbers stabalize
Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

WITH THE NUMBER OF 
CASES inching down-
ward in Waterloo Region, 
public health officials are 
cautiously optimistic, but 
also keeping an eye on 
seasonal flu rates that all 
but disappeared last fall 
and winter.

Emily Schlueter is coordinating this year’s iteration of Woodside Bible Fellowship’s CANS program.  Justine Fraser

“For the first time in 
2021 our indicators are 
now comparable to where 
they were last October 
2020. We are seeing the 
impact of high vaccina-
tion rates combined with 
public health measures in 
bringing COVID-19 under 
control,” said medical offi-
cer of health Dr. Hsiu-Li 
Wang at the region’s 

weekly pandemic briefing 
October 22.

“Be sure to get your flu 
shot this year; you are able 
to get your shot even if 
you have recently got your 
COVID vaccine.”

At midweek, there were 
100 active cases, down 
slightly from 107 a week 
earlier. The region did 
pass the 20,000 mark in 

recording the number of 
positive cases since the 
pandemic began more 
than a year and a half ago 
– the number was 20,028, 
with 19,622 having been 
declared resolved, 98 per 
cent of cases. A total of 302 
people have succumbed to 
the disease.

Some 90.8 per cent of 
residents over the age of 

12 have had at least one 
dose of vaccine, with 87.2 
per cent fully immunized. 
Public health officials 
are pushing for at least 
90 per cent of residents 
to receive both jabs, and 
to continue to observe 
precautions.

“We need to continue 
with a cautious approach 
to the lifting of public → COVID NUMBERS 4

health measures,” said 
Wang.

The main concern for 
outbreaks is in family 
gatherings and social 
events such as weddings, 
she noted. Officials are 
seeing a rise in cases 
coming from those types 
of events, as many choose 
not to follow public health 

CANS program to go ahead this Halloween
Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

THE ANNUAL TRADI-
TION OF A parallel 
door-to-door collection for 
the food bank is back on 
again after something of a 
hiatus last year due to the 
pandemic.

This year’s effort 

involves the latest group 
of volunteers for Citizens 
Always Need Supper, or 
CANS as most know it, 
which dates back to 2003. 
They’ll be continuing a 
tradition that started with 
a couple of 12-year-old 
Woodside Bible Fellowship 
attendees deciding to do 
something a little differ-

ent with their Halloween 
evening, opting to go door-
to-door collecting food 
bank donations rather 
than candy. 

Last year, they switched 
to simply taking cash 
donations rather than 
going door to door.

Since its inception more, 
CANS has transitioned 

from being a student-run 
organization to receiv-
ing help from the Elmira 
church.

The 2021 version is 
being organized by Emily 
Schlueter, who’s also a 
student intern at Wood-
side. She said she’s looking 
forward to a good turnout 

→ CANS 4

A Better Tent City 
relocates to new 
site in Kitchener

→ ABTC 12

After a pandemic-related hiatus last year, participants will be collecting food Oct. 31
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years

Order key tags 
online – free.

1 800 250-3030
waramps.ca

Since 1946, the 
Key Tag Service has 

been protecting 
your keys and 

supporting our 
essential programs 

for amputees.

Jeanne

Learn more or apply at
regionofwaterloo.ca/conservation
519-575-4400  |  TTY: 519-575-4608

Apartment buildings
and condos can 

save big
by investing in 
water efficiency.
Funding available now!

guidelines while attend-
ing.

“The Delta variant 
continues to be the 
predominant strain in our 
region. It is highly trans-
missible, causes more 
severe illness and contin-
ues to be a risk. Delta 
is particularly adept at 
finding any particular gap 
in our defenses.”

Primary care physician 
Dr. Sharon Bal noted that 
primary-care physicians 
will be doing in-person 
visits again as COVID 
case numbers continue 
to stabilize. Residents 
looking to be screened or 
tested for various health 
concerns shouldn’t keep 
waiting. 

“Data shows us there is 
a significant backlog in 
cancer screening. Ontario 

screening programs deliv-
ered 951,000 or about 41 
per cent fewer screening 
tests in 2020 than in 2019, 
and volumes for most 
programs remained more 
than 20 per cent below 
historical levels by the end 
of 2020 and into 2021,” she 
said.

“We need to ensure 
residents in the region 
are coming back for 
routine care. It is critical 
also to address chronic 
disease management and 
mental health concerns 
to reduce pressures in the 
emergency department 
and to prevent escalation 
and complications from 
illness. It is important to 
know that community 
setting such as primary 
care and specialist offices 
are open. There is now 
an increase in-person to 

virtual ratio as many of 
our roles in other settings 
have eased as COVID rates 
have stabilized. Do not 
delay access in care.”

The numbers are 
trending  downward 
again in Wellington-Duf-
ferin-Guelph, with the 
midweek total at 47 active 
cases, down from last 
week’s uptick of 71. Of a 
total of 9,324 cases since 
the pandemic began, 9,150 
(98.1) have been resolved. 
There have been 127 fatal-
ities associated with the 
virus.

Public health there 
reports 88.1 per cent of 
eligible residents has 
received at least one dose 
of vaccine, with 85.1 per 
cent fully inoculated.

The province continues 
to see growth in the total 
number of cases, with the 

tally now at 598,100, up 
about 2,500 in the past 
week.

There have been 9,852 
deaths attributed to the 
virus – up 33 over the 
week before – represent-
ing a mortality rate of 1.6 
per cent. The ministry 
reports 585,207 cases 
(97.8 per cent) have been 
resolved.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada 
show 27,000 active cases 
nationwide, down about 
4,000 from a week earlier. 
The cumulative total of 
confirmed cases now 
stands at 1,702,587, with 
28,805 related deaths, a 
mortality rate of 1.8 per 
cent. Nationally, 87.7 per 
cent of eligible Canadians 
have received at least one 
dose of vaccine, with 82.8 
per cent fully vaccinated.

PANDEMIC: With stability, health officials turn to backlog of other care issues
→FROM 3

Sunday.
“This has been going on 

for quite a while, so we’re 
glad to get to do it again 
this year,” she said.

“We’ve got about 100 
students to senior youth 
group, so we’re expecting 
about that, or maybe a few 
more – we’re asking people 
to bring their friends and 
we’re also opening it up to 
people ... who want to help 
out,” she said.

In recent years, CANS 

effort has brought in 
about 4,000 pounds of 
food during the Hallow-
een-night blitz.

As usual, they’re asking 
people to prepare food 
donations in advance, 
setting them out marked 
bags or boxes for volun-
teers to pick up. All items 
will be sorted and donated 
to the Woolwich Commu-
nity Services food bank.

“We’ll have everyone 
arrive at 5:30 (p.m.) and 
then we’ll send everyone 
out around 6. We’ll have 
the routes planned out for 
everybody – we’ll try to get 
most of Elmira. And then 

everyone will come back 
to the church at 9:30 and 
we’ll have people at the 
church putting food into 
boxes. We’ll have drivers 
going around to the youth 
and picking up the food in 
their carts,” said Schlueter, 
noting the Foodland 
grocery store has made 
grocery carts available to 
the group.

Anyone looking to 
donate to the cause before 
or after Halloween, or who 
is interested in volunteer-
ing can find more informa-
tion through the 
Woodside website, 
www.woodsidechurch.ca.

CANS : Young people return to door-to-door collection of items for the WCS food bank
→FROM 3

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

AND THE WINNER IS ... 
Hawaiian pizza.

The pineapple-topped 

Students digging into mock election vote ... and Woolwich preference for pineapple
option edged out pepper-
oni by a margin of 20 to 18 
in a mock vote in Wool-
wich that was something 
of a practice run for a new 
technology designed to 
make online voting more 
secure.

Using non-political 
questions, the online 
voting exercise was the 
work of Brock University 
political science profes-
sor Nicole Goodman. 
Students in her Canadian 
Politics in the Digital Age 
course were gauging the 
effectiveness of the veri-
fied voting system devel-
oped by Kitchener-based 
Neuvote.

Run in conjunction with 
the township, the exercise 
saw 98 people request 
access, with 70 actually 
casting votes. Along with 
the vote for “favourite 
pizza,” the trial election 
found regular crust to be 
the favourite crust option 
(28 votes, with thin crust 
next at 19), Pizza Hut to 
be the favourite pizza 
company (19 votes, with 

Pizza Pizza second with 
14), and creamy garlic the 
favourite dipping sauce 
(34 votes, with “none” the 
runner-up with 20).

While the subject matter 
was lighthearted, the goal 
was to help improve online 
voting options for decid-
edly political purposes. 
The Neuvote technol-
ogy allows for voters to 
essentially track their 
vote through the process, 
providing verification of 
the ballots they’ve cast. 
While Ontario munici-
palities have been using 
electronic voting since 
2003 and the technology 
has been expanding, 
the new software takes 
security to a new level, 
said Goodman, who said 
she was pleased with this 
month’s voting exercise, 
even if more participants 
would have been nice.

“I think it went pretty 
well. Overall, I would have 
loved to have seen more 
people participate. I recog-
nize it’s kind of hard to get 
the message out there and 

recruit participants,” she 
said. “But it does look like 
from just taking a cursory 
look at things that the 
people that did partici-
pate, most of them say that 
they might be more willing 
to trust types of internet 
voting that have these 
additional verification 
measures.”

Goodman said the 
more research, including 
perhaps additional mock 
votes, would be helpful 
in determining the best 
online voting options.

The initial feedback 
looks promising, agreed 
Woolwich clerk Jeff Smith, 
whose discussions with 
Goodman at a conference 
following the 2018 munic-
ipal led to the township 
being the subject of the 
first mock vote.

“She’s been doing a lot 
of really good work on 
internet voting and munic-
ipalities in Ontario. She has 
the Internet Voting Project, 
which has been really 
helpful for a lot of munic-
ipalities when they make 

their decision on voting 
methods,” said Smith. 

“I’m also really inter-
ested to hear what the 
students think about it, 
because they’re going to 
provide more in-depth 
analysis,” he said of the 
mock vote that wrapped 
up October 17.

For the 2022 election, 
for instance, Smith has 
recommended to council 
that the township explore 
an internet voting option.

“Being part of this proj-
ect with Brock means that 
we’ll get to look at that 
data fairly early on, and we 
can see if it is something 
that our electors want for 
2022.”

Online voting is emerg-
ing has a go-to option 
when people are looking 
for alternatives to tradi-
tional paper ballots, Good-
man said.

“As much as respon-
dents might sort of doubt 
online voting in past 
surveys that I’ve done, 
there’s been a really clear 
message that online 

voting is actually the most 
trusted remote-voting 
method among respon-
dents. That doesn’t 
include paper voting, but 
when being compared 
to voting by mail and 
voting by telephone,” she 
explained.

“All remote voting meth-
ods have risks, obviously. 
Any voting method has 
risks, but there’s a little 
bit more with remote, so 
I think adding additional 
verification options is just 
one more step that can 
prevent [risk]. It’s just one 
more security step that can 
give more assurance to elec-
tion officials and to voters.”

While her students are 
reviewing the recent exer-
cise, Goodman said she’d 
be happy to do more mock 
votes.

“If there’s a municipality 
that’s interested, I would 
love for them to reach out. 
I’d love to do a bit of a bigger 
scale kind of test vote, a 
non-political, non-binding 
vote to test the technology 
with more voters.”

Organizers are asking residents to leave non-perishable food 
items in a bag or box outside their homes.  File Photo
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Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Over the counter 
delivery available 
(Minimum $50 before 
tax order required)

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

think that they’re starting 
to feel that burnout, versus 
just keeping going. We 
are working very hard to 
offer additional support 
for people’s mental health 
and well-being to support 
people in the aftermath. 
But then we are still 
feeling the pressures that 
we’ve got and trying to 
ensure we can keep up 
with it.”

At Grand River Hospital, 
the same issues are at play, 
and there are also some 
staff issues due to vaccine 
compliance. The organi-
zation expects some 136 
staff and physicians will 
be placed on unpaid leave 
or have their privileges 

HOSPITAL STAFFING: Administrators face a number of new challenges
→FROM 1 suspended unless.

“These team members 
will have until November 
9 to provide proof of full 
COVID-19 vaccination, at 
which point their employ-
ment status with the 
hospital will be reviewed 
and without a valid medi-
cal reason for not receiv-
ing the vaccine may face 
termination of employ-
ment,” said Jennifer 
O’Brien, GRH’s vice-presi-
dent of people, communi-
cations and engagement, 
in a statement. 

“We have and will 
continue to provide 
vaccine education and 
support throughout to 
our team members; 97 
per cent of our team 

members have taken the 
steps to not only protect 
themselves and their 
loved ones, but their 
co-workers, our patients 
and our community 
from this deadly virus. 
We thank them for their 
dedication.”

At St. Mary’s, recruit-
ment is key over the 
coming months, as they 
open up new training 
programs to deal with the 
staffing shortages they 
face, said Fairclough. 

“We are just constantly 
trying to recruit because 
one of the things that will 
make the most difference 
to people is that when 
they do come to work 
that they’ve got the team 

there that they need and 
they’re not trying to cover 
so many additional shifts,” 
said Fairclough. “We’ve 
taken steps like increasing 
the number of full-time 
versus part-time positions, 
supporting staff well-be-
ing. We do have some new 
opportunities to work with 
new graduates who are 
coming out of particularly 
training as nurses.

“We’ve been grateful 
there’s been some good 
support from the govern-
ment to help us to fund 
some of these types of 
programs... I think that 
there are new opportuni-
ties that are presenting 
themselves in hospitals at 
the moment.”

bargain a fair agreement 
with workers and just get 
back to work supporting 
this community,” Hahn 
added, calling on the 
township administration 
to treat  workers with 
respect.

“In Wellesley Town-
ship, just like commu-
nities all across the 
province, members here 
worked hard during  the 
pandemic. They worked to 
keep the community safe 
– they kept this commu-
nity going. They deserve 
respect, and they have it 
from the folks who live 
in this community, they 
just need it from their 
employer.”

Later that evening, he 

CUPE RALLY: Union pledges to fight concessions demanded by township
→FROM1 and the union steward of 

the 12 outside workers, 
Shawn Geiger, took that 
appeal directly to council-
lors meeting online.

“Our union has a long 
history in the community 
– we’ve been negotiating 
collective agreements 
for 47 years. For 47 years, 
we’ve managed to negoti-
ate agreements without a 
labour disruption. We may 
not have always gotten 
what we wanted, but we 
compromised – there 
was give and take – we 
managed to work out a 
deal. That’s what negoti-
ating entails,” said Geiger, 
noting there are differ-
ences this time.

He also stressed that the 
workers have a longstand-

ing commitment to the 
community.

“Our members take a 
lot of pride in our jobs. 
We often have people tell 
us that they like driving 
our roads, and that they 
appreciate how quickly we 
plow snow off roads.

“Those types of compli-
ments mean a lot to us – it 
shows us that our work 
makes a difference in 
people’s lives. After all, we 
are public service workers, 
and there is a lot of value 
in helping to improve 
the lives of people in the 
community.”

Councillors asked no 
questions of the delegates, 
nor did they address the 
contract negotiations.

“We’ll certainly be look-

ing at the words that you 
said, and council will be 
coming up with some sort 
of decision, I would imag-
ine, in the near future,” 
said Mayor Joe Nowak.

The township issues 
a statement separately 
Tuesday evening. 

“The Township of 
Wellesley continues 
negotiations with the 
Canadian Union of 
Public Employees 1542 
(CUPE 1542) and believes 
we are on the path to 
settling. CUPE 1542 has 
represented municipal 
workers in Wellesley over 
the past 45 years and the 
township would like to 
maintain a positive work-
ing relationship with 
CUPE 1542.”

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

PREGNANT WOMEN 
AND THOSE WHO’VE 
recently given birth have 
lower vaccination rates, 
with the region making a 
push to reverse that situ-
ation. Health officials say 
the vaccine is highly effec-
tive for such individuals.

Getting the jab helps 
pregnant and breastfeed-
ing women reduce the risk 
of getting seriously ill from 
COVID-19, says Sharon 
Bal, a community medi-
cine practitioner.

She joined medical offi-
cer of health Dr. Hsiu-Li 
Wang October 23 at the 
region’s weekly pandemic 
briefing. The latter also 
called for pregnant and 
nursing women to get 
vaccinated in consultation 
with their doctors.

“Pregnant women are 
at higher risk for seri-
ous illness and adverse 
outcomes from COVID. In 
this population, we have 
lower rates of vaccination 

Health officials encouraging pregnant, breastfeeding women to get vaccinated
than those in the general 
eligible population. While 
initial safety studies 
universally excluded 
pregnant and lactating 
individuals, which is 
exceedingly common in 
the trials, there is increas-
ing real world evidence of 
both efficacy and safety in 
these populations,” said 
Bal.

Both the National 
Advisory Committee on 
Immunization and the 
Society of Obstetricians 
and Gynaecologists of 
Canada recommend that 
pregnant or breastfeed-
ing people be offered the 
COVID vaccine if they are 
eligible, she noted.

“Talk to your health-
care provider, your family 
physician, your nurse 
practitioner, your OB or 
your midwife – all can 
direct you to appropriate 
resources and support 
informed decision making 
and ensure access to the 
vaccines.” 

According to the Better 
Outcomes Registry 

and Network (BORN), 
Ontario has been seeing 
a rise in pregnancy since 
the beginning of March 
this year, exceeding the 
number of infants born in 
2018 and 2019. BORN also 
has an evaluative report 
from December 2020 to 
the end of June this year, 
noting pregnant persons 
are considered high-risk 
for COVID-19 compli-
cations based on higher 
rates of hospitalization, 
ICU admission and death 
compared with non-preg-
nant persons.

“We do have real-world 
data, that looks at the 
efficacy and the safety that 
we’ve seen as women did 
receive their vaccine. We 
know that in the second 
phase of the rollout, preg-
nant women were actu-
ally prioritized and then 
reprioritized again, so we 
have quite a bit of data. As 
we get more data, as we 
feel more confident, and 
as we pair that with the 
fact we have potentially 
poor outcomes, poten-

tially more serious illness 
in pregnant women, I 
think that we are seeing 
phenomenal resources 
that link to data and link to 
studies,” said Bal, noting 
there is now more than 
enough data to mollify any 
concerns.

The Institute for Clinical 
Evaluative Sciences earlier 
this month reported just 
60 per cent of pregnant 
women had been vacci-
nated, compared to 84 
per cent for the general 
eligible population.

“The Society of Obste-
tricians and Gynecolo-
gists of Canada strongly 
recommends that 
pregnant women get 
vaccinated because they 
are at much higher risk. 
We’ve seen this in our 
Ontario statistics, they 
are at much higher risk of 
having severe outcomes 
for themselves and for 
their babies. The vaccine 
is safe and effective for 
pregnant women or 
breastfeeding, etc. We 
understand and we know 

that pregnant women have 
questions and concerns 
so that’s why we’re saying 
don’t hesitate to reach 
out to your primary care 
provider, your OBGYN, 
your midwife to ask ques-
tions. We have more and 
more data everyday that 
confirms the safety and 
efficacy of the vaccine,” 
said Wang. 

The region has an 
at-home vaccination 
program they recommend 
to this segment of the 
population, under which 
someone comes to an 
individual’s home at their 

chosen time to give them 
the COVID-19 vaccine.

“It’s pregnant patients 
and even post-partum 
patients who are breast-
feeding that the home 
vaccination program 
would be a great option 
for them. I want to 
encourage them to use 
that to make their lives 
a little easier. We have 
capacity and would 
love to see that program 
grow,” said Vickie 
Murray, director of 
pharmacy of Grand River 
Hospital and St Mary’s 
General Hospital. 
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$4.99

PORK CHOPS

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$5.99 /lbTHURINGER SAUSAGE

$2.49/lb
Reg.$ 4.19/lb

/lb

DELI-SLICED 

CENTRE-CUT

PORK LOIN ROAST 
BONE-IN
&

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Roast Beef or Turkey & Dressing includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Oct 29 & 30

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Nov 3-6

Teriyaki Chicken or Hot Beef includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

THE RESTRICTIONS 
MAY HAVE EASED since 
the pandemic put a real 
damper on last Halloween, 
but precautions are still in 
place. That being the case, 
the Wellesley and District 
Lions Club is again offer-
ing up an alternative to the 
traditional door-to-door 
trick-or-treating.

Presented as Halloween 
with a twist, the idea was 
created as a way for vulner-
able residents to still take 
part in the festivities. 

With little witches and 
wizards likely to fill the 
streets this Halloween 
as per usual, the club 
is providing an option 
for those worried about 
handing out candy at the 
door or not yet comfort-
able with going to a slew 
of housing. Instead, Lions 
are arranging to have 
central pick-up spots at 
half a dozen locations.

Julie Logan is a Welles-
ley Lions Club member 
and the lead for the 
Halloween initiative.

Wellesley Lions offer Halloween options
“We did it last year in 

response to COVID. I think 
last year that the biggest 
concern was that parents 
didn’t want their kids 
going door-to-door, people 
were more hesitant about 
the candy being contami-
nated or touched by other 
people. So last year, what 
we did was we had a huge 
donation prior to Hallow-
een, and I collected it all at 
my house. We made 2,000 
bags of candy out of all the 
candy that was donated – 
any cash donations given 
I went out and bought 
candy to fill in what we 
needed to make 2,000 
bags – and then we had 
stations set up all over,” 
she explained.

This year Logan and her 
team won’t be bagging the 
candy, as COVID restric-
tions have lifted. 

“I think because the 
focus has changed with 
COVID. People are a little 
bit more comfortable 
knowing what they’re 
comfortable with, the 
kids are getting better at 
distancing themselves 
and knowing what’s safe 

and what’s not. We’re not 
trying to discourage kids 
from going door-to-door, 
but we are recognizing 
that people might not feel 
comfortable having kids 
come to their door – some 
of them are vulnerable,” 
said Logan.

“What we’re doing for 
them instead is giving 
them an option to drop off 
what they would typically 
give out if they did have 
kids coming to their door. 
They drop it off directly 
at one of the stations – 
there’s one station per 
neighbourhood in Welles-
ley, so we’ve got six houses 
that have volunteered to 
sort of be the Lions-rep-
resented station within 
each neighbourhood. If 
there are parents who are 
hesitant to send their kids 
out, they could go to that 
one station.”

Each one of the six 
stations will be following 
COVID safety regulations 
to keep the risk low, with 
Logan noting the idea is 
not to discourage anyone 
from Halloween but rather 
give vulnerable residents 

or parents the ability to 
take part in the trick-or-
treating.

“We had so many posi-
tive comments from last 
year. In fact, people from 
last year we’re asking if we 
could do the same thing 
again this year. I think one 
of the biggest things that I 
noticed driving around the 
entire night, making sure 
that all the stations were 
stocked with the bags of 
candy, I could see people 
were out walking around 
as families, as opposed to 
big groups of kids or what-
ever, and I think a lot of 
that was that the parents 
could get involved; they 
didn’t have to stay home 
and hand out candy, they 
could actually go out and 
enjoy the night too.”

Anyone looking to 
donate money can drop 
off to Logan in Wellesley 
(1039 Molesworth St.) or 
by getting in touch with 
any Lions Club member. 
The six porches available 
for candy drop-offs are 
listed on the Wellesley 
and District Lions Club’s 
Facebook page. 

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

THE WEEKEND WAS A 
GOOD one for the Elmira 
Sugar Kings, who swept 
through three games in as 
many nights.

The Kings followed a 5-0 
win over Listowel on Octo-
ber 22 with a 3-0 shutout 
of the KW Siskins Satur-
day and a 5-2 victory over 
the visiting Cambridge 
Redhawks.

The wins saw the Kings 
move into second place in 
the GOJHL’s Midwestern 
Conference with a record 
of 8-2, the 16 points just 
two behind first-place 
Stratford (9-1).

There was plenty for 
head coach Rob Collins 
to like about what he saw, 
both on the scoreboard 
and in the effort of his 
players, especially as attri-
tion saw the team able to 
ice just nine forwards in by 
Sunday’s game.

“It was a good one. It was 
one of those ones where 

Kings sweep through the weekend
Elmira squad posts wins over Listowel Cyclones, KW Siskins and Cambridge Redhawks; face another busy weekend

we were kind of strug-
gling to find our groove 
going in,” he said of the 
weekend. “Three wins ... 
moving forward, that’s a 
positive sign.”

The Junior B team 
opened the weekend 
in Listowel against the 
cyclones. After a scoreless 
opening period in Listowel, 
the Kings opened the 
floodgates in the middle 
frame, taking a 4-0 lead.

Owen Duiker got things 
rolling with his first of the 
year at 4:01 of the second, 
assisted by Brody Leblanc 
and Jayden Lammel. 
Exactly four minutes later 
it was 2-0 when Liam 
Eveleigh scored on the 
power play, assisted by 
Adam Grein and Nathaniel 
Mott.

Goals from Aidan Yarde 
(Grein, Mason Eurig) and 
Leblanc (from Yarde and 
Brayden Hislop on the 
power play) rounded out 
the scoring in the period.

Duiker’s second at 16:48 
of the third sealed the 5-0 

victory, with netminder 
Daniel Botelho picking 
up the shutout on the 
strength of 22 saves. The 
Kings were 2-5 with the 
man advantage, while the 
Cyclones were 0-6. Elmira 
outshot Listowel 32-22.

“Friday was a really, 
really good effort, espe-
cially in their arena. I 
thought we control the 
play from the start of the 
game right through. Even 
though it was 0-0 in the 
first period,  the score 
did not paint a picture 
of how that first period 
was. I was proud that the 
guys didn’t get off track 
with the game plan when 
what we did resulted in 
0-0 first period,” said 
Collins. “They stayed the 
course and it really paid 
dividends in the second 
– I think, to be honest, 
the game is over after the 
second and then they just 
kind of cruised home. 
But they kept their focus 
for the third period to get 
Dan’s first shutout. So they 
did a great job.”

The following night, 
the Kings were home to 
welcome the KW Siskins 
to the WMC. This time, 
it would be goaltender 
Matthew Lunghi’s turn to 
record a shutout.

It was a slightly tighter 
match than the night 

before, though Elmira took 
the lead midway through 
the first period and never 
gave it up. Leblanc (Mott, 
Eveleigh) made it 1-0 at 
11:15, and that’s how things 
would stand until 4:09 of 
the third when Leblanc’s 
second of the night made 
it 2-0, with Eveleigh pick-
ing up an assist.

Luke Eurig (Jaxson 
Murray) put a cap on the 
night with just 46 seconds 
left in the match.

Shots were 29-24 in 
favour of the home side. 
Elmira went 0-2 on the 
power play, while the 
Siskins came up dry on 
three attempts.

“It was a little bit tighter, 
I get that, but again I 
thought we carried the 
momentum from start to 
finish,” said Collins.

The Kings finally gave 
up a goal in Sunday’s 
home game against 
Cambridge, but it was 
never really close, as the 
visitors were up 3-0 less 
than 15 minutes into the 
game.

Murray’s unassisted 
goal just 52 seconds after 
the opening faceoff set 
the tone. At 6:21, Murray 
was at it again, scoring on 
the power play, assisted 
by Hislop and Leblanc. 
Murray would pick up his 
third point of the night 

eight minutes later when 
Hislop scored to make it 
3-0, with Leblanc drawing 
the other assist.

Cambridge scored 30 
seconds later to send 
the teams into the first 
intermission with Elmira 
up 3-1.

In the middle stanza, 
the only scoring came 
with two seconds left on 
the clock, with Murray 
wrapping up the hat trick, 
assisted by Hislop and 
Leblanc. 

The Redhawks made 
it 4-2 with less than five 
minutes remaining the 
match, but Grein (Luke 
Eurig) scored into an 
empty net to make it a 5-2 
final.

Botelho picked up the 
win, stopping 17 of 19 
Redhawks shots, while 
his side put 30 on the 
Cambridge net. Elmira 
was 1-5 with the extra man, 
while the visitors were 1-4.

It was another game 
where the Kings domi-
nated. Not perfect, but 
certainly part of an 
improving trend in this 
young season, said Collins.

“It’s a game of mistakes 
– whoever makes the 
least amount of mistakes 
usually wins. There’s 
going to be mistakes, but 
so as long as we recognize 
them and understand why  

they happened and what 
the fix is ...,” he said. “We 
understand that they’re 
going to happen, but if 
we can lessen them, and 
that’s the goal.”

The Kings have seen 
some strong play this year, 
with four skaters among 
the top 20 scorers in the 
league. Murray is sixth 
with 17 points (9-8-17), 
with Leblanc three spots 
back on the strength of 
7-8-15 totals. Luke Eurig 
sits in 11th with 14 points 
(5-9-14), while Hislop has 
put up 1-12-13 from the 
blue line.

The Sugar Kings have 
another busy weekend 
ahead of them, with three 
games in four nights 
starting Thursday on the 
road in Ayr. Saturday 
night they’re in Caledon 
before returning home for 
a Sunday matinee against 
Listowel.

Though facing teams 
lower in the standings, 
there are no gimmes in the 
conference, said Collins.

“That’s the fun thing 
about this league. I would 
say the top six are fairly 
strong consistently –  
anyone can beat anyone. 
We’re classic proof of that: 
we have two losses this 
year, we lost to the first-
place team and we’ve lost 
to the last-place team.”

Club presents an alternative to door-to-door collecting as pandemic concerns linger
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kwsewingmachines.comTEL. 5198846981

385 FREDERICK ST., KITCHENER FREDERICK MALL

Where Those Who Sew Go!

We are open, and following 
COVID-19 Safe practices

HD5000 
$649.95

•Heavy duty 18 stitch machine
•Easy drop-in bobbin
•Superior Feed System
•Built-in instruction panel
•Automatic 1 step buttonhole
•Built-in needle threader
•Hard case included

Repairs to
 all makes

Best Seller!

•Heavy duty 18 stitch machine•Heavy duty 18 stitch machine•Heavy duty 18 stitch machine•Heavy duty 18 stitch machine•Heavy duty 18 stitch machine

•Superior Feed System
•Built-in instruction panel•Built-in instruction panel

 step buttonhole step buttonhole
•Built-in needle threader

Best Seller!

•Heavy duty 18 stitch machine•Heavy duty 18 stitch machine•Heavy duty 18 stitch machine•Heavy duty 18 stitch machine

•Built-in instruction panel
 step buttonhole step buttonhole

SALE-A-THONFall

OCTOBER 19

4:07 PM | Emergency 
services responded to 
reports of a motor vehi-
cle collision in the area 
of Queen Street and Park 
Avenue East in Elmira. 
Police determined a Ford 
F150 pickup truck being 
driven by a 66-year-old 
Elmira man was travel-
ling east on Park Avenue 
East when he failed to 
yield for a motorcycle 
travelling north on Queen 
Street. The motorcyclist, 
a 25-year-old male, was 
transported to hospital 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries. The investigation 
is ongoing, and charges 
are pending. Anyone who 
witnessed the collision, or 
has any information about 
the incident, is encour-
aged to call the Traffic 
Services Unit at 519-570-
9777, ext. 8856. 

OCTOBER 20

2:27 PM | Police received 
a report of a theft from a 
mailbox on Middlebrook 
Road in Woolwich Town-
ship. The theft is believed 
to have occurred on 
between 10 a.m. and 2 
p.m. Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call police 
at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8777.

OCTOBER 21

10:00 AM | Police 
responded to a report of 
an assault at a Joseph 
Street, Breslau address. 
Following an investigation, 
no criminal charges were 
pursued.

12:09 PM | A single-vehi-
cle collision brought police 
to Lobsinger Line and 
Anita Drive in St. Clem-
ents. A vehicle was trav-
elling west on Lobsinger 
Line, left the roadway, 

The Ontario Provin-
cial Police are seeing 
an increase in vehicle 
collisions and urging all 
motorists not to veer for 
deer, advising them to be 
alert and aware of their 
surroundings. 

Deer-vehicle colli-
sion rates increase 
significantly 1.5 hours 
on either side of sunset 
and sunrise. Although 
there is often signage to 
warn motorists of higher 
deer-travelled areas, 
motorists need to be 
aware in all areas. Deer 
don’t limit their activity on 

and went into a ditch. A 
20-year-old Wilmot Town-
ship man was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’

1:19 PM Police made an 
arrest in connection to 
a pair of break-ins and a 
collision in New Hamburg 
the previous day after 
responding to another 
collision in the township. 
Through investigation, 
police determined that 
the vehicle involved had 
been reported stolen 
earlier in the day. Two 
suspects were seen flee-
ing the scene of the colli-
sion and into a nearby 
residential area where 
they then attempted to 
enter vehicles and homes 
and stole another vehicle. 
As a result of the inves-
tigation, a 31-year-old 
male and a 33-year-old 
female, both from Strat-
ford, were charged with 
several criminal charges, 
including two counts of 
theft motor vehicle, two 
counts of break and enter, 
two counts of danger-
ous operation of a motor 
vehicle, operation of a 
vehicle while prohibited, 
possession of identity 
documents, possession 
of stolen property over 
$5,000 and possession 
of suspected fentanyl. 
Anyone with information 
is encouraged to contact 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. Anonymous 
tips can also be submitted 
at www.waterloocrimes-
toppers.com.

OCTOBER 22

12:24 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a collision in the area of 
Duke Street and Church 
Street East in Elmira. 
Three vehicles were all 
travelling west on Church 
Street East and all had 
stopped as the first vehi-

cle was making a left turn. 
A fourth vehicle was also 
travelling west on Church 
Street East and failed to 
stopped and caused a 
chain reaction collision. 
A 21-year-old Wellington 
County man was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’

OCTOBER 23

8:15 AM | Police received 
a report of a vehicle strik-
ing a deer on Arthur Street 
South in Woolwich Town-
ship.

10:21 PM | A collision 
brought police to the area 
of Norte Dame Drive and 
Wilby Road in Wilmot 
Township. A 37-year-
old Kitchener man was 
charged with ‘passing 
vehicle going in the same 
direction.’

OCTOBER 24

7:28 PM | Police received 
a report of a vehicle strik-
ing a deer on Weimar Line 
near Maplewood Road in 
Wellesley Township.

8:45 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police continue 
to investigate a fatal colli-
sion in Woolwich Town-
ship after emergency 
services responded to 
the area of Line 86 and 
Sideroad 16 in Woolwich 
Township for a colli-
sion involving a vehicle 
and horse and buggy. A 
Honda Civic, operated 
by a 20-year-old male, 
was travelling east on 
Line 86 when it collided 
with the buggy. The two 
occupants in the buggy, 
a 76-year-old male and 
79-year-old female from 
Waterloo Region were 
ejected. Both occupants 
were transported to a 
Guelph hospital. The 
76-year-old man died as 
a result of his injuries.  The 
woman was later trans-

ported via Ornge Air to 
Hamilton General Hospi-
tal in critical condition. 
The driver and passenger 
in the Honda were unin-
jured. The horse was unin-
jured. The investigation is 
ongoing and charges are 
pending. Anyone with 
information is encouraged 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 extension 8856. To 
submit anonymous tips, 
please call Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-8477 
or online at www.water-
loocrimestoppers.com. 

OCTOBER 25

11:10 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a theft from 
a business on Floradale 
Road in Woolwich Town-
ship. Sometime between 
Oct. 10 and the time of 
the report, unknown 
suspect(s) stole a large 
amount of property from 
the business. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8777.

4 :16 PM |  Water-
loo Regional  Pol ice 
responded to reports of 
a single-vehicle collision 
in the area of Sandhills 
Road and Berletts Road 
in Wilmot Township. 
The vehicle was travel-
ling north on Sandhills 
Road when the driver 
lost control, crossed 
the roadway, entered a 
field and flipped over. 
A 44-year-old Wool-
wich Township man was 
charged with ‘careless 
driving.’ 

Drivers urged to be mindful 
of deer on local roadways

• Deer can move across 
roads at any time of the 
day or year but anticipate 
higher deer movements 
in the fall and around 
sunrise & sunset.

• Watch for glowing eyes 
of deer at night

• Don’t veer for 
deer. Should a deer run 
into the path of your vehi-
cle, reduce your speed 
quickly, steer straight 
and stay in control. 

• Remove all distrac-
tions. Give yourself the 
best chance possible to 
see and predict where 
deer might go. 

• Buckle up. If you need to 
stop in a hurry, you want 
your body restrained to 
prevent unnecessary 
injury or possibly death.

rural roads. The animals 
have been known to cross 
busy roadways as well, 
police said in a release. 
Police offer these tips:
• Look all around, not just 

straight ahead. Deer 
will often run across the 
road from ditches and 
protected areas such 
as stream corridors and 
woodlots.

• Where you see one deer, 
expect more. Deer often 
travel in herds.

• Slow down. The slower 
you go, the more time 
you have to react should 
you encounter a deer

ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

A 21-year-old Wellington County man was charged after a chain-reaction collision that occured Oct. 
22 on Church Street in front of Elmira’s Bolender Park. Justine Fraser
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “This legislation is a first step towards 
establishing clearer boundaries between 
personal and work time to improve both 
physical and mental health outcomes 
for working Ontarians, especially for 
non-union workers who do not have the 
protection of a collective agreement.” 
Unifor national president Jerry Dias greets efforts that 
requires companies to develop disconnect-from-work 
policies.

How many weeks or months can rent-
ers go without employment income 
before running out of savings?  The short 
answer is that almost half of them have 
less than a month’s worth of savings; 
one-third have two weeks or less.
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives

Verbatim The Monitor

Having earlier this year come to the rescue of A 
Better Tent City, Kitchener has again provided a 
site for the organization that supports homeless 
people. ABTC’s tiny homes were relocated to a site 

on Ardelt Avenue, sharing properties owned by the city and 
the school board.

How long the group can remain at the site remains to be seen 
– organizers are still looking for a long-term solution. Of course, 
the best solution for ABTC, and all other homelessness groups, 
would be finding permanent housing for those in need, though 
that’s not a likely option in the foreseeable future.

While municipalities struggle with the issue of affordable 
housing – a systemic problem well beyond the relatively few 
homeless people in Waterloo Region, for instance – the provi-
sion of some land to plunk down 50 very tiny homes was a very 
simple solution, by comparison.

Dealing with the homeless is one of those seemingly intracta-
ble issues. 

Figures from 2018 put the number of individuals experienc-
ing chronic homelessness in Waterloo Region at 175, with the 
same number deemed episodically homeless. On an average 
day, there are 242 people occupying shelter beds, almost half of 
whom are among the chronically homeless. Another 40 people 
are unsheltered at any given time – it’s from among those 
people that ABTC draws residents.

Shelters are the frontline of the homelessness issue. Other 
organizations such as ABTC come at the situation from different 
angles. Short-term solutions emerge at times, often sponsored 
by church groups that provides the kind of drop-in food-and-
shelter services we associate with street people, serving meals 
and providing overnight shelter. Staffed by volunteers, they 
provide services from different locations on a rotating schedule.

At a broader level, the rising home costs we’re all familiar 
with have an impact on affordable housing. The price increases 
ripple through the entire economy, doing the most harm to the 
disadvantaged.

The region and local municipalities such as Woolwich have 
made noises about tackling the crisis of affordable housing, but 
their efforts will be in vain – nothing they’ve suggested will have 
a significant impact on the problem. 

While a few rent-geared-to-income projects at the regional 
level will help the most disadvantaged, they’ll do nothing to 
stem rising housing costs that far exceed the standard definition 
of “affordable”: no more than 30 per cent of household income. 

Municipalities can cut some red tape and even lower or 
eliminate the multitude of fees and costs, development charges 
chief among them, that add tens of thousands of dollars to the 
cost of a new home, but the market would only end up replacing 
those costs as profits. (Which is not to argue that municipalities 
shouldn’t work towards eliminating fees and associated expen-
ditures in their own budgets, only that such moves would not 
have much of an impact on housing costs.)

The rising cost of buying a home is ultimately reflected in 
higher rental rates – the issues are linked. Not by any stretch of 
the imagination could it be said that buying a house in this area 
is affordable, particularly for first-timers. The crunch gets even 
larger the closer one gets to the GTA. 

Housing prices have been over-inflated largely by easy credit. 
There has been some movement on creating more affordable 
house – rent-geared-to-income projects, for instance – but 
demand far outstrips supply.

For now, the only real way to end the upward price of hous-
ing and steer back toward affordability is to immediately stop 
growth, allowing the population to follow such that supply 
outstrips demand. Alternatively, large increases in interest rates 
would kill the market overnight, leading to a plunge akin to 
what we saw in the U.S. in 2008. 

Neither option is politically saleable, so what we’ll get 
are some platitudes, more wasted money and continued 
hand-wringing.

There’s no local path
to affordable housing

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

It was already known that the 
first and only Norse settle-

ment in North America was 
at L’Anse aux Meadows, at the 
northern tip of Newfoundland. 
The specialists even assumed 
that it happened in the early 
11th century, because the 
Viking sagas more or less said 
so. But the traditional carbon-
14 dates were all over the place.

The Dutch-led team of archae-
ologists who solved the riddle 
used three pieces of wood from 
the settlement that had been cut 
by metal (and therefore Viking) 
tools. They found a specific tree 
ring in each piece that had been 
hit by a massive burst of cosmic 
radiation in AD 993, and then 
counted tree rings outwards to 
the last growth ring in the year 
the trees died: 28 more rings, so 
1021.

Clever work and a solid date 
at last, but we already know 
from the sagas that the site was 
only inhabited for a few years. 
Many people also suspected 
that ‘Vinland’, as the Norse 
called it, was never meant to be 
a permanent colony.

Nevertheless, it’s striking 
how this obscure bit of archae-
ological news has been ampli-
fied in the media, presumably 
because it provides opportuni-
ties for homilies about the evils 

Vikings and Skraelings: 
coming full circle

ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

of colonialism. Wrong target. 
Leif ‘The Lucky’ Ericsson and 
his comrades were actually just 
interested in trade.

The settlements back in 
Greenland that the Norse at 
L’Anse aux Meadows came from 
had only been founded them-
selves one generation before, 
in AD 985. There were probably 
fewer than a thousand Norse 
in Greenland in 1021, and the 
last thing on their minds would 
have been to set up another 
settlement a further 1,500 km. 
by sea from Europe.

‘By sea’, because Norse 
longships kept in sight of land 
whenever possible. It’s only 
750 km. as the bird flies from 
Greenland to Newfoundland, 
but the longships sailed north 
up the Greenland coast, a short 
hop across open ocean to Baffin 
Island, west along the Baffin 
coast, another brief  ocean 
passage, and then south down 
the Labrador coast to L’Anse 
aux Meadows.

So what motivated them to go 
so far? Timber, for one thing, as 
there are few trees in Greenland 
and none big enough to make 

keels for ships or roof beams for 
houses. But there was plenty 
of good timber in southern 
Labrador and Newfoundland. 
Just go and cut some, and come 
home again. Why did they need 
a year-round base at L’Anse aux 
Meadows?

Because they needed trade 
goods to pay for all the things 
they had to import from 
Europe: grain, iron, wine, glass 
and luxury goods. So having 
discovered a whole new region, 
it seemed worthwhile to take 
a look around and see what 
low-bulk, high-value resources 
it might have to offer.

To do that, they needed 
the year-round base, because 
they could not get out of their 
fjords back home in Greenland 
until the sea-ice retreated in 
late May. That didn’t leave 
enough time to sail to L’Anse 
aux Meadows, explore farther 
south, and get home again 
before the autumn freeze-up. 
The crews had to over-winter in 
Newfoundland.

They explored the St 
Lawrence River and what is 
now Canada’s Maritime prov-
inces. They may have made 
it down to the New England 
coast. There were clashes with 
the Skraelings, as they called 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

Real accountability is a large part of earning the public's trust

concerns and complaints 
about council or its 
members. If the commis-
sioner’s findings are to be 
ignored or downplayed, 
what’s the point of having 
the outlet in the first 
place? And what message 
does that send to the 
public?

As the saying goes, 
justice must not only be 
done, it must be seen 
to be done. Through 
its inaction, Woolwich 
council has thus far been 
seen to be doing ... not 
much. As such, council is 
falling down on the job, 
and serving to under-
mine the public’s faith 
in the system, especially 
where accountability is 
concerned.

The Woolwich situa-
tion is a microcosm of a 
years-long decline in trust 

in governments and other 
organizations. Politicians 
and bureaucrats often lead 
the downward charge.

The 2021 Edelman Trust 
Barometer, for instance, 
shows Canadians feel 
leadership is failing, a 
particularly damning 
comment given the ongo-
ing pandemic.

“Government lead-
ers, CEOs and religious 
leaders are not trusted to 
do what is right. Instead, 
we’re seeing Canadians 
look to experts and those 
that are local – like people 
in their community – to 
help tackle the issues that 
matter most to them. In 
fact, 50% of respondents 
worry that business 
leaders are purposely 
trying to mislead them, 
and 46% believe the same 
about government leaders 
– this is a wake-up call 
for leaders, who need to 
take action to build trust 
amongst their stakehold-
ers,” the report notes.

Such reports echo 
comments from Canadi-
ans who are disengaged 
from politics: “Politicians 
are concerned for their 
own interests.” “They 
don’t really care what 
people want.”

Canada’s system of 
democratic representation 
is faltering if a major-
ity of Canadians do not 
believe their interests are 
well represented by their 
elected representatives. 
That’s true even if Cana-
dians are generally happy 
with our form of democ-
racy in comparison to 
alternatives.

Canadians believe their 
elected representatives are 
not accountable and don’t 
pay attention to what they 
think. Partisanship plays 
a big role there – the party 
line trumps representation. 

We suffer, I’ve noted on 
many an occasion, from 
a dearth of good leaders. 
Even passable ones.

That’s true from the 

federal government right 
on down to the local level. 
This is not about charisma 
or the ability to give 
rousing speeches, though 
that is a selling feature 
for far too many voters. 
No, proper governance 
means looking out for 
the public good rather 
than the interests of the 
a few, whether that’s the 
donors, the lobbyists or 
the self-serving politicians 
and bureaucrats them-
selves. 

All of the parties hoping 
for something, anything to 
stick – none more desper-
ately than the incum-
bent. Unfortunately, 
instead of dismissing all 
of it as useless vote-buy-
ing nonsense, we give 
credence to the endless 
stream of promises, half-
truths and blatant lies 
– again, out of one mouth 
more than others.

The result? We end up 
with much less than we 
deserve, in part because 

we like to think we make 
intellectual choices, using 
our brains, but invariably 
default to our guts and our 
hearts. 

Ideally, the goings-on – 
from Woolwich to Ottawa 
– will prompt more of us to 
take note that democracy 
is under attack, a problem 
that goes well beyond elec-
tioneering and corruption. 
The fact that many of us 
can’t even be bothered to 
vote – fewer than 60 per 
cent at the federal level, 
which typically generates 
the highest turnout – does 
not bode well for demo-
cratic reforms, however.

The goal should be the 
reinvention of democracy. 
Well, really, restoring 
democracy to its origi-
nal intent: widespread 
and decentralized deci-
sion-making in the public 
good rather than the top 
down, hierarchical struc-
ture prevalent today.

The only way things are 
going to change is through 
the political will to push 
for true accountability. 
The politicians won’t do it, 
however, unless we force 
them to: they’re happy 
with a self-serving system 
that allows unfettered 
access to the cookie jar 
for themselves and their 
financial backers.

Quite simply, politicians 
have no interest in tighten-
ing up the rules to eliminate 
self-interest as a motiva-
tion for decision making 
among elected officials and 
bureaucrats. They’ll talk a 
good game, especially in 
opposition, but really want 
to keep their options open 
– they won’t even entertain 
rules to keep politicians 
from lying, on the hustings 
or otherwise.

Politicians write the 
rules for themselves. They 
prefer no rules, but failing 
that they draft vague rules 
with no enforcement. If 
there must be enforce-
ment, then there are no 
penalties for breaking the 
rules.Halloween during the pandemic offers up a couple of different takes on what's scary.

Woolwich Coun. 
Scott McMillan 

has taken the wrong tack 
in defending council’s 
decision to avoid acting on 
recommendations from its 
integrity commissioner.

Had the issues raised 
about Coun. Murray 
Martin’s conduct been 
limited to absenteeism or 
being rude to a member 
of the public, council 
would still have had to act 
on the commissioner’s 
report, if only to recog-
nize the process. That 
Martin was also found to 
have prejudged an issue 
before council – in this 
case, the Capital Paving 
application for a gravel pit 
near Maryhill – makes the 
investigations all the more 
important.

Quite simply, council-
lors are to remain open-
minded on issues  before 
them. They’re not to fetter 
their discretion before-
hand, lest they undermine 
the democratic process. 

McMillan’s proclamation 
that councillors shouldn’t 
be exacting vengeance on 
each other was correct, but 
that was hardly the point of 
recent discussions in wake 
of the integrity commis-
sioner’s reports: Martin 
was found to be in violation 
of the code of conduct, 
recommendations were 
issued and it was incum-
bent to act on them. That’s 
not vengeance, but due 
process.

His assertion that it 
wasn’t council’s place to 
hold Martin accountable 
was completely wrong. It’s 
precisely part of the job, 
as there is not a oversight 
body to which council 
reports. It’s supposed to 
police itself. 

Sure, there is some level 
accountability in elections 
every four years, but the 
ballot box is not the place 
to act on in-office trans-
gressions. 

The integrity commis-
sioner is in place to serve 
as a conduit for public 
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Bonding while revelling in life’s best traditions

seals, Arctic fox and hares, 
ptarmigan and even his 
favourite animal, the polar 
bear – thankfully, at safe 
distances. Not in books, 
not in zoos, but in real 
life in the environment 
in which they belong. 
Hudson also goes to a 
school where they speak 
Inuktitut, so he is learning 
that language too. In fact, 
he recited their alphabet 
to me yesterday afternoon 
in a pretty little song. And, 
along with his parents, he 
has gone snowmobiling, 
ATVing and camping on 
the wild arctic landscape. 
That’s quite an outdoors 
resume.

He just might be the 
most interesting 5-year-
old I’ve ever met, though 
admittedly, I’m partial.

I’m not nearly as fasci-
nating. 

Yet, I wanted to spend 
time with him in a special 

way that we both might 
look back on fondly. So, I 
asked if he would like to 
paint a decoy that I carved. 
And, just to sweeten the 
pot, I told him he could 
take it home when he is 
done.

He was thrilled at the 
prospect. Hudson is a doer. 
And what kindergarten kid 
doesn’t love painting?

There’s more to it 
though. Decoys are a part 
of his heritage. They are 
a constant sight in the 
homes of people on both 
sides of his family – both 
for use in hunting and for 
decoration. 

So, between painting 
one and telling knock-
knock jokes, singing songs, 
playing fetch with the 
dog, and eating delicious 
snacks, Hudson and I are 
bonding.

As I write this, that 
decoy is halfway done. 
The best part is that when 
Hudson woke up this 
morning,  the first thing 
he asked was if we could 
continue working on it. It 

was not a difficult ques-
tion to answer. 

This is the most import-
ant thing I have done in a 
long time. I’m spending 
time with a boy who will 
one day grow into a man. 
And one day, if I am lucky, 
he will remember this 
experience every time he 
walks past that decoy. He 
might even realize that a 
decoy is more than just a 
work of folk art. 

He might come to 
understand that it 
represents a respect for 
nature, a fondness for 
traditions and a grand-
father’s love. He might 
appreciate it as a thing 
with a story, or, better yet, 
as the gift that started of a 
lifelong hobby.

But mostly, that little 
Bufflehead – or whatever it 
turns out to be – will be the 
sparks that fans the flame 
of a good memory. I’m 
hoping every time the boy 
looks at it, he’ll smile and 
think of his “oompa.”

I won’t need to see it to 
smile. I’ll never forget it.

This week I am lucky in 
the best way possible. 

My daughter, son-in-law 
and two grandchildren, 
5-year-old Hudson and 
7-month-old Casey, are 
visiting for a few days. This 
might not seem like a big 
deal to most grandpar-
ents. But to me it is. You 
see, these special people 
live and make their living 
at the top end of Baffin 
Island in the village of 
Pond Inlet. There are no 
roads between here and 
there – just complicated, 
expensive flights. 

As a result, we only see 
them every few years, 
although we do Skype. 

I’m overjoyed to see 
them all, of course. But 
the real highlight for me 
is spending time with my 
grandson Hudson, who is 
finally at the age where we 
can have conversations 
and learn about each 
other.

There is lot to learn 
too. In his five years on 
this planet, Hudson has 
seen narwhals, caribou, 

EDSS tech students installed 
their own geothermal system 
for their classroom in 2004. It 
is the only area of the school 
heated and cooled by the 
soccer field.

Students smoking on Second 
Street in Elmira were 
escalated to Council many 
times. A Councillor at the time 
was quoted saying “students 
caught smoking should be 
forced to smoke the entire 
pack.”

A typical ironman competition 
includes a 38km swim, 80km 
bike and 42k run. The annual 
EDSS ironman held in June 
includes a 375m swim, 18km 
bike and 6km run.

 ↆ LAST WEEK: TRUE: The trail-riding fundraiser was called The 
Flame of Hope and was spearheaded by the Clarke family and did 
raise over $1 million for diabetes research. TRUE: A music-festival 
featuring Bryan Adams and ZZTop was pitched to take place in 
Elmira on the old fair grounds prior to the WMC build. The Walkerton 
Watershed festival was looking for a new locale after financial issues. 
LIE: The hose challenge fundraiser never happened, but sounds fun. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

the native inhabitants, 
and even among the 
Vikings themselves. (They 
were quarrelsome people.) 
At least one baby was born 
at L’Anse aux Meadows. 

But they found noth-
ing as valuable as the 
walrus ivory they were 
already hunting at Disko 
Bay far up the Greenland 
coast, and the ivory from 
there was covering the 
cost of their imports. So 
they wound the Vinland 

operation up, went home, 
and lived happily ever 
after – until the climate 
turned against them three 
centuries later.

No villains, no victims, 
no harm done. An utterly 
inconsequential outcome 
of the first contact 
between Europeans and 
the Americas. Although 
Vinland appeared on 
European maps as early as 
1070, no European both-
ered going there again for 
half a millennium.

 � Pining for some 
peace where dogs 
can roam

To the Editor,
I have just been admon-

ished, for the third time in 
this past year by a person 
walking in the Pinery 
north of Elmira for not 
having my dogs on a leash. 

This is happening all 
too often now. The other 
two times I was on horse-
back and driving my pony 
through the forest, the 
dogs following. This is one 

of the very few off-leash 
facilities we have in the 
Elmira area, and most 
residents are completely 
comfortable with horses, 
ponies and dogs going 
through there. 

For those who are not 
familiar with the Pinery, 
please respect us dog 
lovers, and if you are not 
comfortable with dogs 
and horses, and have little 
children who yell to high 
heaven when approached 
by a dog, kindly go and 
walk elsewhere.  

Elze Bredenkamp
ELMIRA

So you can imagine 
my dilemma when the 
Newfoundland Museum 
asked me twenty years ago 
to write a guide to a major 
exhibition on the Vikings 
and the Skraelings in 
Vinland. (I’m a Newfound-
lander, I’m a freelance, and 
we look after our own.) How 
can you make a big deal out 
of this damp squib?

Well, the ancestors of 
all modern human beings 
came out of Africa about 
60,000 years ago. Some 

turned left and headed 
into Europe, where they 
were stopped by the Atlan-
tic, too broad to cross. 
Others turned right, and 
populated Asia, Austral-
asia and eventually the 
Americas via the land-
bridge in the Bering Strait.

But the descendants of 
the ones who turned left 
never saw the descendants 
of those who turned right 
again until AD 1021 in 
Newfoundland. Full circle. 
Will that do?

→FROM 8

DYER: Viking interactions in North America were small in scale, short-lived

Barbara Nowak 
Special to The Observer

EARLY THIS YEAR, I 
LEARNED that 2021 is 
the 100th anniversary of 
wearing the poppy as a 
symbol of Remembrance 
in Canada. That was the 
impetus for an idea that 
I shared with three other 
women who were also 
keen to initiate a new 
project in our township 
as a way to recognize and 
honour Veterans and to 
remember their sacrifices. 
Our committee members 
are: Beth Schlueter, Karen 
Pilecki, Wendy Richard-
son and Barb Nowak.

After seeing projects 
that other municipalities 
have undertaken, we 
decided to ask for 100 knit-
ted or crocheted poppies 
to use in a creative display 
at a central place in the 
township in November. 
In mid-March, we made 

Wellesley Township poppy project to be unveiled Oct. 28
a Facebook page called 
“Wellesley Township 
Poppy Project,” with infor-
mation for people who 
wanted to participate. We 
felt that this project for the 
whole township was also a 
way to develop unity in the 
communities.

In early September, we 
presented our project idea 
to Wellesley Township 
council to receive approval 
for our proposal. After 
hearing about our plans, 
the council approved and 
also said that they would 
assist in ways that we 
needed.

Three of us have been at 
the Wellesley market every 
Saturday since June with 
examples of crocheted and 
knitted poppies, instruc-
tions on how to make them 
and a donation jar to cover 
material expenses such as 
paint, hardware and cable 
ties that we would need for 
the display. After we cover 

costs, whatever is left will 
be donated to the Legion. 

The display is sizable, 
as the plan includes a 
wooden form, frame and 
lights. Fortunately, Home 
Hardware gave us sheets 
of plywood and Jantzi 
Electric donated the 
lights to accent the final 
display. Our silhouettes 
were cut for us by Brendon 
Fitzgerald who works at 
Artco in St. Clements. We 
have also had structural 
advice for our plans from 
Wellesley resident, Dave 
Underwood, who facil-
itated all aspects of the 
physical installation. We 
are grateful for his help 
and expertise.

By the beginning of 
October, 2,055 knit or 
crocheted poppies were 
given to us from folks all 
over the township. All of 
these contributions from 
individuals and busi-
nesses are true examples 

of “Community Unity”. 
We hosted a “Tie One 
On” event in mid-Oc-
tober when we did just 
that – tied each poppy 
onto netting with cable 
ties. This netting with the 
poppies was then draped 
onto the structure.

We are so pleased to 
have a variety of poppies 
that people have crafted 
and many were sent to us 
with a special memory 
or family story to go with 
them.

For example, Shaeron 
Newark completed 100 
poppies in honour of the 
men in her family who 
fought in WW1 and WW2 
and the women who 
supported them. In partic-
ular, Shaeron’s grandfa-
ther, Daniel Kelly, was 
wounded at Vimy Ridge 
and her uncle, Desmond 
Kelly, fought at Juno 
Beach.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

→POPPIES 23
Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis and Wellesley Mayor Joe 
Nowak lend a hand assembling the display. Submitted
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New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

BusinessBusiness As the COVID-19 pandemic continues and 
restrictions are beginning to relax, Canada 
and the U.S. are experiencing labour short-
ages in various industries. A Leger survey 
found 60% of Canadians and 66% of Amer-
icans have experienced a situation where 
in-person businesses like restaurants/bars, 
retail and/or grocery stores have been 
under-staffed in the last three months. 

The Ontario Energy Board (OEB) this week 
announced electricity prices for households 
and small businesses will not change as of 
Nov. 1 under the Regulated Price Plan (RPP). 
The winter Time-of-Use (TOU) hours and 
the change in the tier threshold for resi-
dential customers on tiered pricing will take 
effect Nov. 1 as usual.

Labour shortages No hydro price hikes

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

NESTLED BEHIND THE 
ORIGINAL ST. Jacobs 
mural on Spring Street, 
tucked under the maple 
tree is The Shed, a newly 
launched takeout location 
by Lenjo Bakes. 

The Shed offers a variety 
of baked treats and Four 
All ice cream products at 
their location in the village. 
Starting in Kitchener, The 
Shed was created by Lenjo 
Bakes owner Lenore John-
son, a lifelong baker. 

Johnson noted that the 
initial pop-up location for 
Lenjo Bakes was in New 
Zealand in 2017. After 
moving back home she 
found a space two years 
later and began renovating 
the new shop on Ahrens 
Street. Most of the interior 
from top to bottom had to 
be renovated, a laborious 
process Johnson took on 
so she could open her first 
bakery location in Kitch-
ener. 

“It started as a pop-up in 
New Zealand – it took ’til 
July 2019 to find a space 
and then February 2020 to 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Most Canadians still think of farmers in plaid. So What?

New to St. Jacobs, but no stranger to baking up a business
Reflecting Lenore Johnson’s passion, The Shed is a satellite operation of Kitchener-based Lenjo Bakes

finally open. It was as hard 
as it is anytime to open up a 
store – it came with its own 
challenges.

“I’ve always loved baking 
things from nothing, 
getting something really 
cool out of it and then using 
those same ingredients 
just in different ratios to 
get something completely 
different.”

 The expansion into St. 
Jacobs was encouraged by 
her commercial landlord in 
Kitchener, who also owns 
the spot in the village.

“He was just really 
passionate about having 
great options in the village, 
and he knows how passion-
ate I am about community. 
‘You have great products, 
I’ve seen what you’ve been 
able to do to the space here 
in Kitchener and I would 
love for you to be able to 
inject a little bit of the spirit 
you have into the village as 
well.’ So that’s why I’m here 
in a 168-square-foot shed.”

All the baking is done in 
Kitchener and then brought 
to The Shed for selling to St. 
Jacobs shoppers. Four All 
Ice cream, a local business 
similar to Lenjo Bakes, sells 

its products at The Shed for 
takeout alongside John-
son’s fresh-baked treats.

“We got set up and our 
first year we actually sold 
gelato and the following 
summer we did Mother’s 
Day macaroon ice cream 

sandwiches with Four All 
and then they were like ‘are 
you going to sell our prod-
uct now?’ It was a natural 
partnership.”

The Shed can be easy 
to miss, not located along 
the main street but hidden 

away slightly behind a large 
maple tree. It’s worth trying 
to find to try some of their 
baked goods or the frozen 
snack available in different 
sized takeout containers.

“We will always have 
squares, cookies and then 

we’ll typically have another 
sweet treat, so this week 
well have blueberry streu-
sel tarts, we’ll always have 
French macaroons, we’ll 
always have bake-at-home 
cinnamon rolls, which is 

Lenjo Bakes owner Lenore Johnson has set up shop in St. Jacobs village, operating out of The Shed on Spring Street.  Justine Fraser

For years the agriculture 
sector has tried to shed 

the image of the hayseed 
farmer with coveralls and 
a plaid shirt. Such apparel 
is associated with being 
hick. No one likes that 
label, and it doesn’t repre-
sent modern farming.

But new research shows 
most Canadians have not 
been moved by attempts 
to change farmers’ image.

According to the 
Canadian Centre for Food 
Integrity’s 2021 Public 
Trust Research Report, 
Canadians still think of 
farmers as male, older – 
and yes – dressed in plaid. 

Respondents got one 
out of three right. The 
average Canadian farmer 
is indeed 55 years old. 
As an occupation, that’s 
getting right up there. And 
relative to other sectors, 

few are older. Statistics 
Canada says the runner up 
is female registered nurses 
and registered psychiatric 
nurses. But only one in 
five of them are aged 55. 

And it’s true that many 
farmers are indeed male. 
But an increasing number 
of women are identifying 
as farmers, too.

Finally, when it comes to 
plaid…well, a lot of people, 
farmers and non-farmers, 
wear plaid.

The big question is 
whether image really 
matters anymore. I believe 
people take some comfort 
from their vision of a 
trusted, traditional farmer. 
They want to think crops 
and livestock were grown 
and raised like they were 
ages ago, even though 
intrinsically they know 
that’s not the case, and 

that it’s mostly changed 
as the general population 
grew and the farm popula-
tion shrunk.

In fact, the CCFI 
research also indicated 
“that respondents do 
not feel this [traditional 
image] is representative of 
the farming community 
today.” Still, they like the 
familiarity of it all.

So, what do Canadians 
care about these days 
when it comes to the food 
system, if not farmers’ 
image?

Well, there’s quite a list, 
packed with items you 
might not expect, and that 
the agri-food industry 
needs to heed.

For example, interest 
is high in what the CCFI 
calls “overarching matters 
of the food system,” such 
as food affordability, 
profit-driven systems and 
sustainability. People want 
more  transparency.

And there’s been a 
decline in the proportion 
of Canadians who believe 
Canada’s food system is 
headed in the right direc-
tion.

“Respondents do not 
feel they can confidently 
say that the food system 
is moving in the right or 
wrong direction because 
they simply don’t know 
what information to trust,” 
says CEO John Jamieson. 
“The information doesn’t 
appear transparent due 
to the vast amount of 
conflicting misinforma-
tion.”

Here’s something else: 
The CCFI says that for the 
first time in the survey’s 
history, global warming 
and environmental issues 
have made the top five list 
of concerns for Canadians. 

“This data demon-
strates how environmen-
tal concerns influence 
consumers’ everyday lives 
and the importance of a 
sustainable food system to 
Canadians,” it says.

But interestingly, 
the global COVID-19 
pandemic didn’t affect 
trust levels among 
Canadians. And rightly 
so – if anything, it should 
have improved it, given 
how food supplies were 
compromised very little 
during the whole thing. 

The CCFI says Cana-
dians are concerned 
about themes such as 

profit-driven markets, 
sustainability and afford-
ability, that these need to 
be addressed in commu-
nication efforts moving 
forward. It says that the 
2021 results provide action 
items for the food system 
to share their stories and 
be transparent to build 
public trust.

Agreed…trust, educa-
tion and communication 
go hand in hand in hand. 
Why the cost of food has 
risen and why markets 
need to be profitable can 
be made understandable 
if sustained and serious 
efforts are made to explain 
them. 

But on those topics, the 
food system is way behind. 
The CCFI’s recommenda-
tion of where communica-
tions efforts are needed is 
right on.

Make your next hire a local one with help from The Observer. Order, pay and post online now: jobs.observerxtra.com

→ BAKERY 13
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Notice of Amendment to By-law 
10-030, A By-law Respecting Signs 

on All Regional Road Rights-of-Way
The Region of Waterloo is proposing to amend By-law 10-030, A By-law Respecting 
Signs on All Regional Road Rights-of-Way. The proposed amendment is to ban the 
placement of all election signs on Regional roads, effective on January 1, 2022.

The by-law amendment will be considered at the regular Council meeting on Novem-
ber 17, 2021 at 7:00 p.m., to be held electronically.

A copy of the proposed by-law is available from the Regional Clerk’s Office by 
contacting RegionalClerk@regionofwaterloo.ca or 519-575-4400.

If you wish to speak at the Council meeting, please register through the delegation 
registration form online by Monday, November 15, 2021 at 4:30 p.m.: 
https://forms.regionofwaterloo.ca/Council-and-Administrative-Services/Delegation-Registration

Dated this 26th day of October, 2021.

William Short
Director, Council and Administrative Services/Regional Clerk 
150 Frederick Street, 2nd Floor, Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4J3 
regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca

2022 Regional Budget
Committee meetings for the 2022 Plan and Budget for the Regional Municipality will be 
held electronically on the following dates:

• Wednesday, November 24, 2021 at 2:00 p.m.
• Monday, November 29, 2021 at 1:00 p.m.
• Wednesday, December 8, 2021 at 3:00 p.m.
• Wednesday, December 15, 2021 at 3:30 p.m. 

Public Input meetings will be held on the following dates:

• Wednesday, November 24, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.
• Wednesday, December 8, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.

If you wish to appear as a delegation during the Public Input meeting, please visit the 
Region’s website for more information and to complete and submit an online form: 
https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/regional-government/communicate-with- council.aspx

Final approval of the Region’s 2022 Operating Budget and Ten-Year Capital Program is 
scheduled for Wednesday, December 15, 2021.

You can watch any of the scheduled budget or Council meetings on the Region’s website 
at https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/regional-government/live-webcast.aspx.

For a copy of the budget schedule or for more information about the Regional budget, 
please visit our website: 
https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/regional- government/budget-and-finance-archives.aspx 

Notice of these meetings is being given in accordance with the “Municipal Act”, as 
amended, and the Region’s Notice Policy.

William Short
Regional Clerk 

October 26, 2021

ATTENTION PATIENTS OF 
ELMIRA MEDICAL ClINIC

Elmira Medical Centre
2 Park Ave. W., Elmira

If you are

65 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER 
OR CONSIDERED HIGH RISK, 

please call our office @ 519-669- 5493 and leave 
your name and telephone number. Our nurse will 

call you back to schedule your flu shot.

NO WALK-INS 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we 

are unable to accommodate any walkins.

Thank you

FLU    CLINICS

Tuesday was moving day for the residents of A Better Tent City, with the the tiny homes relocated to 
a site near the school board offices in Kitchener.   Submitted

region’s municipalities 
haven’t been discussing 
long-term solutions for 
ABTC, instead focusing 
on the short-term issue 
that saw the group look-
ing for a new site by the 
end of this month. He 
noted there have been 
no further talks about a 
Woolwich site.

Tuesday saw crews 
moving the huts to the 
new site, with work 

ABTC: Through the moves and uncertainty this year, 
residents have stuck with the program 

→FROM 3 being carried out to 
ensure electrical hook-
ups would be available 
to power the radiator in 
each unit. The second 
phase will be to set up 
the common facilities 
(washrooms, showers, 
laundry, kitchen and 
dining). 

“They woke up in their 
own homes this morn-
ing. Today, they’re being 
relocated, and they’ll 
be able to go to sleep 

in their own home on 
the new site tonight,” 
Willmer said Tuesday of 
the residents’ relocation 
efforts.

Residents have stuck 
with the organization 
through all of the recent 
changes, he added.

“All the moves have not 
resulted in any loss: we 
still have 50 residents. 
Again with this move, the 
residents seem to pretty 
much take it in stride.”
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3575 Broadway Street, Hawkesville ON

sales@clbuilders.ca 519-699-4388 countrylanebuilders.ca

HELP WANTED
Country Lane Builders is a proven 

leader in the construction industry.  
We encourage innovation, and support 

our staff to be the best they can be 
through our communication, mutual 

respect & integrity.
If you are looking for a career 

opportunity with a competitive wage 
& benefit package, please email your 

resume to jeff@clbuilders.ca 
Experience preferred but not required.  

FULL TIME FRAMING 
& TRIM CARPENTERS

required for a growing construction 
company based in Hawkesville.

Master Craftsmen of Fine Homes & Interiors

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

Let us help you plan for the retirement you deserve.  
Get a second opinion on your portfolio.

, PFP
Investment Specialist and Financial Planner 
519.404.6646 
steve.lock@scotiabank.com 

 
including Scotia Securities Inc. As used in this document, “Investment Specialist and Financial Planner”, “Scotiabank Investment Specialist” and “Financial 
Planner and Investment Specialist” refers to a Scotia Securities Inc. mutual fund representative or, in Quebec, a Group Savings Plan Dealer Representative  
who is also registered in the category of Financial Planner. Scotia Securities Inc. is a member of the Mutual Fund Dealers Association.

Are you ready for life
in retirement?

File: 1821105 - IS Steve Lock - Newspaper print colour ad 0821  1821105

5.0375” x 6.8” CMYK + PMS 186 + August 2021

Bleed: n/a Deadline: August 2021

Safety: n/a BJO Prod: Initials

like a kit to take home. For 
the cooler months, we’re 
looking at doing a cocoa 
and hot apple cider and 
things like that.”

Since opening The Shed 
in July, Johnson said she’s  
enjoyed being part of the 
community but hopes 
more people will start to 
walk around the corner 
to find their new takeout 
venture.

“Were still trying to let 
people know were here. We 
have signs at the end of the 
street, but people will look 
and might not see it at first 

Lenore Johnson setting up freshly baked treats for customers inside The Shed, which is tucked away 
on Spring Street.  Justine Fraser

from around the corner,” 
said Johnson. 

Lenjo Bakes focuses 
on community and using 
locally produced or grown 

food in their baked goods 
for sale every week. 

“If we want produce, 
especially where we’re 
located, you don’t have to 
look very far in order to find 
a farm – you can go direct 
to seller, you can talk to 
people who grow the things 
that we use, you can talk 
to people who produce the 
products we use. I like that, 
I like knowing everyone’s 
names.”

The Shed is open for take-
out Thursday to Saturdays 
12 to 5 p.m. and Sundays 12 
to 4 p.m., located at 1395 
King St. N.

BAKERY: A focus on community and local supplies
→FROM 11

The Shed is somewhat off the 
beaten track in St. Jacobs.
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A harvest of local 
farming innovation.
Connect to the land.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

Rural
Connections

Rural
Connections

The Christian Farmers Federation of Ontario 
(CFFO) this week announced the appoint-
ment of Tom Tavani as general manager. He 
replaces Clarence Nywening, who began 
his role as interim general manager in early 
2020.

Farm Credit Canada (FCC) is giving $1.5 
million through its FCC AgriSpirit Fund to 
88 community groups across Canada to 
support rural capital projects. This year, it 
awarded between $5,000 and $25,000 for 
various community improvement initiatives 
that enrich the lives of residents in cities, 
towns or Indigenous communities with fewer 
than 150,000 people.

New GM for CFFO FCC community supports

519-638-3457 7668 8th Line Drayton cleanfieldsvc

Providing the highest quality feed starts with top quality seed!

Your local Dekalb dealer for over 25 yearsYour local Dekalb dealer for over 25 yearsYour local Dekalb dealer for over 25 yearsYour local Dekalb dealer for over 25 years

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

Strong commodity 
prices combined with 

low interest rates continue 
to sustain farmland value 
increases in most parts 
of Canada, according to a 
mid-year review by Farm 
Credit Canada. 

“While the drought 
across most of Western 
Canada and the pandemic 
have captured most of 
the headlines, strong 
commodity prices and 
low interest rates have 
been quietly supporting a 
vibrant farmland market 
for the first six months of 
2021,” said J.P. Gervais, 

Favourable commodity price and interest rates fuel farmland market
FCC’s chief economist, 
in a release. “High-
er-than-normal prices for 
wheat, canola and corn 
have improved the profit-
ability of many operations 
in the second half of 2020 
and early 2021, putting 
them in a better position 
to invest in farmland as 
the opportunities arise.”

Average farmland 
values in Canada are once 
again showing steady 
increases for the first half 
of 2021, although the full 
impact of widespread 
drought this summer has 
yet to be weighed. 

→FOOD RESCUE 15

Efforts to prevent food from going to waste are 
becoming increasingly widespread.

Many people claim the 
term ‘food waste’ 

should never be used, and 
there’s some truth to that. 
Food is precious and is 
always of value to some-
one, somewhere.

Associating food with 
the term ‘waste’ can 
only imply that food can 
become worthless. We 
can compost it, use it to 
produce biofuels and, 
of course, repurpose it 
or even rescue it. It’s not 
really wasted.

Since food prices are 
progressively increasing, 
the entire food supply 
chain is empowering 
consumers to rescue 
food more than ever. Yes, 
rescue food.

Grocers are no longer 
putting a rack of shelves 
in some obscure spot in 
the grocery store to sell off 
discounted food products 
that are about to expire. As 

you walk into any grocery 
store, it’s now common 
to see discounted food 
products displayed promi-
nently in a busy section of 
the store. These discounts 
can be substantial, rang-
ing from 25 to 50 per cent 
in some cases.

Many have noticed 
that the “enjoy tonight” 
deals are becoming more 
common, especially at 
the meat counter. While 
grocers can reduce food 
spoilage, consumers 
now have an opportunity 
to rescue food from an 
almost certain fate in a 
landfill.

According to a recent 
survey by the Agri-Food 
Analytics Lab at Dalhousie 
University, in partnership 
with marketer Caddle, 39.6 
per cent of Canadians are 
purchasing discounted 
products – with expiry or 

Food rescuing goes mainstream
More than 35.5 million tonnes of food is thrown out yearly in Canada. Higher food prices mean rescuing food is getting more attention

The average value 
of Canadian farmland 
increased by 3.8 per cent 
for the first half of this 
year, compared to an 
average increase of 3.7 per 
cent for the same time last 
year. This increase is in 
line with mid-year results 
over the past six years, 
which showed single-digit 
increases for the full year.

In general, Prairie 
and Atlantic provinces 
reported the most modest 
increases, while Ontario, 
British Columbia and 
Quebec had the largest 
increases. 

Buyers from different 
sectors are competing 
for the limited amount of 
land on the market.

Interest rates declined 
at the outset of the 
pandemic and remain 
historically low, which 
is also supporting the 
demand for farmland and 
weakening the supply of 
available land for sale in 
the market.

“While many crop 
producers have benefited 
from the high commodity 
prices and have been able 
to take advantage of low 
interest rates to buy land, 

not everyone is in the 
same boat,” Gervais said. 
“The outlook for revenues 
is murkier for 2021 and 
2022 given exceptional 
production challenges in 
parts of the country.” 

Livestock producers, 
for example, have seen 
their cost of production 
increase and profits 
shrink as a result of the 
drought. 

“The overall economic 
environment of the next 
12 months bears watching. 
The possibility of higher 
interest rates, inflationary 
pressures and the demand 

for ag commodities could 
influence the demand for 
farmland,” Gervais said.

He recommends farm 
operators continue to exer-
cise caution, especially in 
regions where the rate of 
farmland values growth 
significantly exceeded that 
of farm income in recent 
years. He also recom-
mends operators maintain 
a risk management plan to 
protect their business from 
unpredictable circum-
stances.

For more information 
and insights, visit 
www.fcc.ca/Economics.



R U R A L  C O N N E C T I O N S  |  15Thursday, October 28, 2021 | THE OBSERVER

1.800.556.9452        amiattachments.com

NOW
HIRING

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-3232371 Arthur St. S. Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

126 Bonnie Crs., Elmira
www.rytechmachine.ca

best-before dates within 
a few days of purchase – 
more often than in 2020. 
A total of 26.9 per cent 
of Canadians are buying 
products with the “enjoy 
tonight” label more often 
than in 2020, according to 
the survey. 

The pay-what-you-feel 
movement is also taking 
off. The Food Stash Foun-
dation, a Vancouver-based 
charity, launched the 
Rescued Food Market at 
Olympic Village in the 
city on Oct. 1. The group 
rescues well over 60,000 
pounds of food per month, 
which would have other-
wise gone to landfills. 

The Rescued Food 
Market will stock perish-
able foods, including 
produce, meat, cheese, 
milk and eggs. Inventories 
in the store come from 
grocery stores, wholesal-
ers and farms. The store 
encourages everyone to 
donate or pay what they 
believe the food they’re 
taking is worth.

Another location in 
Toronto, called Feed it 
Forward, a pay-what-you-
can grocery store, cafe and 
bakery on Dundas Street, 
just opened a few days ago 
with the same operating 
model. It’s all about retail-
ing food, repurposing and 
reducing spoilage. 

We expect more of these 
types of stores to open in 
coming months.

Can’t go to these 
locations? No problem. 
Your cellphone has you 
covered. Apps like Flash-
food and FoodHero will 
tell you about the daily 
deals in your neighbour-
hood, regardless of where 
you are in the country. 
Some discounts can be as 
high as 50 per cent. 

These apps are useful 
portals, providing 
consumers with substan-
tial bargains while helping 
the environment – if 
you’re willing to compro-
mise on freshness, of 

course. But for many 
consumers, compromising 
on quality and freshness is 
still not an option.

But food rescuing is far 
from new. Second Harvest, 
the largest food rescue 
program in the country, 
has been at this for 36 
years. It redistributes 
enough food to make more 
than 60,000 meals a day. 

The issues of food waste 
and food rescuing have 
since attracted attention 
for environmental and 
food security reasons.

Second Harvest’s great-
est achievement has been 
to create competition for 
itself, getting more people 
involved in valuing all the 
food we have while elimi-
nating the stigma of food 

waste. Saving food is now 
a cool thing, which was 
not the case in 1985 when 
Second Harvest started.

More than 35.5 million 
tonnes of perfectly good 
food is thrown out each 
year in Canada, enough 
to fill 319,000 Boeing 787 
Dreamliners.

Consumers are respon-
sible for 48 per cent of all 
the food wasted – more 
than farmers, proces-
sors and grocers. The 
thought of all the work 
and resources invested in 
producing this food, only 
to be thrown away, is caus-
ing consumers to change 
their food choices. It’s only 
fitting to see consumers 
as the best potential food 
rescuers.

Instead of hoarding 
food, consumers should be 
thinking about doing the 
opposite. Buying food as 
you need it will certainly 
get you to save and 
rescue more food. With 
current food economic 
trends, consumers will be 
rewarded for patience and 
for using multiple points 
of purchase.

Our food budgets have 
been challenged of late 
and food is only getting 
more expensive – except if 
you seek out food-rescu-
ing opportunities.

Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is 
senior director of the agri-
food analytics lab and a 
professor in food distribu-
tion and policy at Dalhou-
sie University.

Consumers are responsible for 48% of all food wasted, the single-largest contributor.

For more informa�on visit: h�ps://www.cribit.com/grain-contracts

Let’s talk -   

For more informa�on visit: h�ps://www.cribit.com/grain-contractsh�ps://www.cribit.com/grain-contracts

 Top yielding
 Excellent standability
Great disease package
 Excellent crown rust tolerance
 Good straw yield

Contact us Today  julia@cribit.com | craig@cribit.com | 519-664-3701

NEW for 2022!
AAC Reid Oats

Let’s talk -   





NEW
AAC Reid AAC Reid Oats Opportuni�es

for genes that fit your farm® 

Genes that fit your farm® is a  registered  trademark  of SeCan.

(Exclusive Release) 

Including a cereal in your rotation is important.

Consider a food grade oat or barley contract for 
your 2022 crop year.

VUA= Variety Use Agreement.

FOOD RESCUE:  Buying food as you need it can help prevent waste
→ FROM 14
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

ArtsArts The Little Free Library program, the world's 
largest book-sharing movement, this week 
started a collaboration to place thousands of 
copies of The Scotiabank Giller Prize short-
listed novels in Little Free Libraries across 
Canada. Canadians can now find "book 
bundles" containing the five shortlisted 
novels in hundreds of Little Free Libraries 
across the country. 

FRIENDS, formerly Friends of Canadian 
Broadcasting, launched a new campaign 
directed at getting Canadians involved in 
the movement to stand up for Canadian 
voices on air and online. Ads feature cameo 
appearances by actor Yannick Bisson 
(Murdoch Mysteries), rock singer Bif Naked, 
and comedian Vance Banzo (TallBoyz) and 
the voice of improv legend Colin Mochrie.

Little Free ... Giller With FRIENDS like these

Rent soft water
starting at mth

*for first three months$9.95

427 Gage Ave • Kitchener519.744.2248

.com
AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

AS THE BOARD 
IMPOSES RESTRIC-
TIONS at schools for 
Halloween, EDSS drama 
teacher DJ Carroll 
prepares for a homemade 
Halloween production. 
Carroll has been putting 
on a Halloween event in 
the community annually 
for the past 22 years. This 
year’s theme is ‘Scary 
Potter.’

Along with the enter-
tainment factor, the event 
is an outlet for some of the 
older kids who no longer 
go trick-or-treating, says 
Carroll.

“It really turns into a 
thing that gives teenag-
ers something to do on 
Halloween because a lot 
of them don’t get to do 
anything anymore. It gives 
them a chance to have 
a bit of fun with kids – a 
little bit of scary stuff can 
happen but mostly it’s 
just to have some fun,” he 
explained.

“Last year we did a very 
different show because of 
COVID: people could come 
and watch a show in our 
driveway. We’re continu-
ing that again because of 
COVID safety protocols. It 
takes about 10 minutes for 
the show; it is interactive, 
so people do get a chance 
to do some stuff during 
the show. Candy will be 
handed out as well.”

Carroll notes that his 
drama students have 
embraced the event, find-

ing it an outlet for their 
talents.

“I’m there to help 
facilitate it, but a lot of 
parts, a lot of pieces being 
done are by the students. 
They’re performing some 
magic tricks and their 
doing the wizard dueling 
class – it’s something for 
them to perform since 
we’re not doing any major 
plays right now.”

The one-day Hallow-
een event on Sunday will 
include several show times 
for anyone who wants to 
attend starting at 5:30 p.m. 
and running every half 
hour until 8 p.m. 

“We have room for lots 
of people to stay safely 
spread out so we don’t 
have to book tickets or 
anything. If they’re out 
trick-or-treating and they 
hit a few houses down 
the street, as long as they 
come at those times they’ll 
be able to see us do the 
show.”

Carroll noted the event 
will happen rain or shine, 
taking up his and his 
neighbour’s driveways as 
well as garages during the 
shows at 14 Limera Ave. in 
Elmira.

“All the kids in the 
neighborhood have been 
bugging me, asking me 
about the theme this year 
and so they’ve been slowly 
picking up clues from 
the stuff on the lawn. We 
have some regulars who 
come in from Waterloo 
and other places so people 
have started to ask me 
‘what are you doing this 

It’s Halloween, so the spooktacular show must go on

Claire, Hellen, Isla and Piper the dog are ready for DJ Carroll’s annual Halloween event on Sunday 
night, with this year’s theme being ‘Scary Potter.’ Justine Fraser

EDSS drama teacher DJ Carroll and his students will once again be presenting seasonal event
noting the goal is simply to 
provide entertainment.

“Halloween is about 
having fun, it’s not about 
scaring anybody, it’s not a 
different culture thing. If 
you want to come out and 
participate, I want it to be 
fun. If you’re just waking 
by, I want you to go ‘Oh 
that’s a cool thing.’ We have 
people of different faiths, 
cultures, backgrounds, 
likes, dislikes who are 
coming out and being 
in this event – as long as 
people are having fun, 
that’s basically to me that’s 
the heart of all the Hallow-
een stuff I did since I was a 
kid. It’s just for fun.”

Carroll noted they 
haven’t been able to put 
on any EDSS student plays 
for the past two years due 
to the pandemic. He hopes 
by early next year they will 
be allowed back on the 
stage. 

“With everything going 
on with COVID the last 
couple years, so many 
things have been canceled, 
so many things can’t 
happen, so many things 
don’t get to go. This is a 
very simple event, this is a 
very simple thing I can put 
together with my students 
and we get to do some-
thing; not only do we get 
to do something, but we 
get to do something for the 
community, we also get to 
do something for kids.

“One thing we do ask 
is if people can bring a 
donation to the food bank, 
we will have a box here for 
that.”

year?’ It’s nice,” he said, 
noting he’s not sure how 
many to people to expect 
this time around.

“We’ve had as small, in 
years past, as small as 60 
people and we’ve had over 
200. The show will happen 
if there’s two kids watch-
ing, the show will happen 

if there are 50 people 
watching. If 200 people 
show up for one show, we 
will separate everyone out 
and have to do two or three 
shows in a row. We have to 
follow all the COVID safety 
protocols.”

Many of the props and 
costumes were made by 

the drama students them-
selves, getting into the 
spirit of the holiday. 

“Some of the stuff, the 
drama kids helped make. 
They helped make the 
wands, they’ve helped do 
some costuming, some 
of the set pieces, also 
backdrops,” said Carroll, 

Online post
or print post?

Both? YES!
Use the best 

tools to find the 
best local talent.

The Observer delivers results for local businesses. Whether in print and 
online you will find the area’s largest local job listings working for you.

Post. Pay. Perform.

jobs.observerxtra.com

tools to find the tools to find the 
best local talent.best local talent.

The Observer delivers results for local businesses. Whether in print and 
online you will find the area’s largest local job listings working for you.

jobs.observerxtra.com

Book a print job listing:
519-669-5790 ext104
donna@woolwichobserver.com
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Elmira   519-669-5161       •        Elora   519-846-5361

Elmira Auto Supplies
9 Mill St., Elmira
Fax: 519-669-1011

Elora Auto Supplies
23 York St. W., Elora
Fax: 519-546-8481

Elmira Auto Supplies is seeking an automotive customer 
service representative. We are a busy, growing store that 
serves automotive, industrial, and agricultural markets. 

This full-time position is Monday to Friday, 
with alternative Saturdays.

What will you need?
• Ability to thrive in a fast-paced work environment
• Excellent Communication Skills, both written and verbal
• Ability to learn quickly, and comfortable with various  

computer programs.

Why work with us?
• Competitive Salary based on experience.
• Comprehensive Benefits Program including medical, 

dental, and vision care
• Employee Pension Program, with employer contributions
• Employee pricing on automotive parts & products

If you are interested in a challenging and rewarding career, 
we would love to hear from you! 

Resumes can be dropped off in store or 
emailed to rweber@elmiraauto.ca. 

We thank everyone who applies but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated farm manager. 
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general clean 
up. Some weekend and after hours work.

$23 an hour.

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated general laborer.
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general clean 
up. Some after hours work.

Competitive wage.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

We are currently hiring for the position 
of Pallet Repair, available immediately. 

The successful candidate will be a 
dedicated and dependable individual with 
a strong work ethic and able to conduct 

physically demanding tasks.

Requirements:
- Eagerness to comply with company safety policy.
- Must have safety boots. All other safety 

equipment provided.
- Must have own transportation
- Experience in assembly or dismantling of 

pallets is an asset
- Experience with power tools and machinery an 

asset but not required
- The ability to lift and handle 30 - 50 pounds 

continuously
- Good manual dexterity to handle tools
- Able to work independently as well as in a 

team setting.

Job Type: Full-time, starting wage, $19/hour

Email resume to 
info@willowbraepallets.com

Pallet Repair

Help Wanted, 
Auctions, 

Rentals, and 
Word ads 

Continue on 
page 18

Help Wanted

NOW HIRING 

Elmira Pet Products has a reputation for producing high 
quality pet food for both mass merchandise and niche 
markets. As Canada’s largest private label dry pet food 
manufacturer, we produce a full range of products to 
meet the needs of our diverse customer base.

Now is a great time to join our team! We offer 
competitive pay, benefits, bonuses, steady shifts, 
training, and opportunities for advancement. If you 
enjoy doing your best work and having fun at the same 
time, consider applying for the following positions:

Packaging Operator
•    Afternoon Shift
•    Night Shift

For more information, please visit the “Join our Team” 
page on our website at www.elmirapet.com

Help Wanted

Work Wanted
NEED A RIDE? MEDI-
CAL APOINTMENTS, 
Toronto, Hamilton, 
London. Up Coun-
try. Call or Text Gary 
519-577-1750.

For Sale
LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haff-
n e r  T r u c k i n g , 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

For Sale
MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

Farm Services
BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.
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Come join our wonderful team at: 
Chartwell Elmira Retirement 

and Long Term Care.
We are looking for PSWs, Housekeepers, 

Dietary Aides and Resident Service Aides. 
We will provide you with training on site.

For more information, please call 
519-669-2921. Extension 302.

Please submit resume to: 
psilva@chartwell.com

Help Wanted

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

 ↆLOCAL SERVICES

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES

  St Jacobs Home Lofts offers upscale 
mature living apartment rentals with a range 

of amenity rooms inclusive. 
We have a Two Bedroom unit available 

for November 15th, 2021. $2300 per month 
plus utilities. Located in the village of 

St Jacobs, Ontario. Credit check required. 

Please contact us at (519)664-1919 ext. #1 
OR by email at admin@kad1919.com. 

Join our team at St Jacobs Place, where 
we strive to enrich the lives of others.

PART TIME COOK with a passion for 
food and the culinary industry. Strong 
organizational and time management 

skills. Experience in Canadian Cuisine, 
especially homestyle meals. 

 LAUNDRY ATTENDANT to support 
and serve our residents. Ability to 

prioritize wide variety of tasks. 
60+ hours biweekly

Send resumes to: 
adminassistant@stjacobsplace.ca

Help Wanted

Rental

7367 FOURTEENTH LINE MAPLETON TWP
Lots Close November 10, 6 pm 

Lots Open Now 
Including Versatile 500, County 1124+ 924, Miniapollis G1000, 
Fordson Major Tractors, IHC 815 Combine, John Deere 220 Disc, 
GT 370 + Buhler 620 Corn Dryers, 20 Ft Roll O� Container Float, 
6.5 Ft DA Snowblower, Gehl Mix Mills, Forage+ Gravity Wagons, 
Ford+ Cockshutt Ploughs, Silage Blower Grain Auger, Heavy I 
Beams, Fox Corn Harvesters, Flail Mower, and More 
TERMS: Cash, Chq w/ID , Visa MC , 10% Buyers Premium HST
See List at www.parrauctions.com 

STEVEN PARR AUCTIONEER

ON LINE Clearing AUCTION
for Estate of Doug Weber

PHONE (519) 843-5548     www.parrauctions.com 

Auction

Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, 
finishes and installs high quality custom cabinetry and 
solid wood stairs. Our shop and showroom are located 
in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, one of our core 
values is Respect. Respect for our team members and 
respect for our customers. Continuous improvement 
is also a big part of who we are. We are constantly 
looking for new and innovative ways to make our team 
members jobs easier and more efficient. If this sounds 
like an environment that you would be interested in 
being a part of, please contact us.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Edgebander 
Machine Operator

You would be responsible for setting up, running and 
daily maintenance of our CNC Edgeband machine. 
This is a high tech German built machine and is an 
integral part of the kitchen cabinet manufacturing 
process. You will work closely with our machining and 
production managers to ensure that parts are 
edgbanded as needed by our assembly team.

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and 
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Required skills
• Respectful and team focused.
• Motivated and enthusiastic.
• Courteous and friendly.
• Dependable.
• Ability to read blueprints.
• Capable of lifting 50 to 75 pounds.
• No post secondary education required.
• Previous wood working experience 

      will be an asset.
• Previous Machine operation experience 

       will be an asset.

Experience:
• Machine Operator: 1 year (preferred)
• Woodworking: 1 year (preferred)

Help Wanted

Wanted
LOOKING TO BUY 
OLDER WATCHES, 
Black & White Photo-
graphs, Postcards 
and Vintage Costume 
Jewelry. Call Steven 
519-831-3011.

Trades & 
Services

C U S TO M  A P P L E 
PRESSING & JUICE 
sales by appointment 
only. Cedar Ridge 
Pressing, Wesley 
Martin, 3175 Northfield 
Dr. Elmira, On. N3B 2Z1. 
519-669-3541.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Word ads and Help Wanted  
Listings started on page 17

WOOLWICH WILD 
 ■ Atom LL #1 - 

Team 7125
Oct/24/2021 
vs Cambridge 
Roadrunners Teal
HOME: 12 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Charlie 
Wilson (6), Brooke 
Wilson (2), Grace 
Jones (2), Lexi 
Gaudet (2)
ASSISTS: Grace 
Jones (3), Brooke 
Wilson (3), Hannah 
Kellough (2), Charlie 
Wilson, Isla Dunn, 
Stella Haid (2), 
Brynn Russell
 ■ PeeWee LL

Oct/16/2021 vs 
Guelph Jr Gryphons
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Ashley 
Veitch, Madison 
Gofton
ASSISTS: Leyna 
Schmalz, Maria 
Martin, Neve Kelly
PeeWee LL
Oct/17/2021 vs 
Woolwich Wild
HOME: 8 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Madison 
Gofton
Bantam LL
Oct/16/2021 vs 
Wilmot
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Madison 
Klaehn
ASSISTS: Addison 
Slot
 ■ PeeWee U-13 B

Oct/24/2021 vs 
Kitchener Lady 
Rangers
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Rowyn 
McDowell, 
Alexandra Vincent
ASSISTS: Vienna 
Cooney, Chloe 
Futher, Ellie 
Clemmer, Katelyn 

Snider
 ■ Bantam LL

Oct/24/2021 
vs Cambridge 
Roadrunners
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Hailey 
Mueller (2), Jaiden 
Radler, Brooklyn 
Pope
ASSISTS: Rebecca 
Airdrie, Brooklyn 
Pope, Jaiden Radler, 
Mia Medeiros
WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS 

 ■ Atom U11A
Oct/24/2021 
vs London Jr. 
Mustangs Purple
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Isla 
McCoubrey (2), 
Lukas Rintoul, 
Emmett Ball, Blake 
Heckendorn
ASSISTS: Isla 
McCoubrey (2), 
Blake Heckendorn, 
Jackson Vogel
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Oct/16/2021 vs 
Centre Wellington
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Patrick 
Goetz, Zach Carter, 
Thomas McCarthy, 
Levi Adams
ASSISTS: Boston 
Esbaugh, Levi 
Adams (3), Patrick 
Goetz, Zach Carter, 
Nolan Cruickshank
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Oct/22/2021 vs 
Whitby Wildcats 
(White)
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Colton 
Sinclair, Austin 
Dietrich (2), Jaxon 
McGuire
ASSISTS: Evan Hall, 
Cruz Balog, Colton 
Sinclair, Jaxon 

McGuire
Shutouts: Cohen 
Hamburger
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Oct/22/2021 vs 
North York Knights
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Emmett 
Colwill, Colton Brito, 
Reese Martin (2), 
Jaxon McGuire
ASSISTS: Colton 
Brito, Reese Martin, 
Emmett Colwill (2), 
Jaxon McGuire, 
Matthew Kochut, 
Nolan Martin, Austin 
Dietrich
Shutouts: 
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Oct/23/2021 vs 
Woodstock Jr. Navy 
Vets
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Emmett 
Colwill (3), Evan 
Hall, Mason Gear, 
Nolan Martin
ASSISTS: William 
Krubally, Cameron 
Fisher, Matthew 
Kochut
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Oct/23/2021 vs 
Amherstburg Stars
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Austin 
Dietrich, Mason 
Gear, Nolan Martin
ASSISTS: Evan Hall, 
Colton Sinclair, 
Reese Martin, 
Colton Brito, Mason 
Gear
Shutouts: Cohen 
Patterson
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Oct/24/2021 vs 
Cambridge Hawks
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Colton 
Sinclair
ASSISTS: Colton 
Brito, Emmett 
Colwill

 ↆ S P O R T S  S C O R E S

The Woolwich Wildcats U11A  team brought home the championship trophy 
in the KW Oktoberfest tournament Oct. 22-24. Submitted

I ♥ my local
newspaper.
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with residual built in 

Serving KW and surrounding area

Thorncreek 
Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest Management 

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday, November 23, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.

Regarding Zone Change Application
4/2021 – Oscar Weber, 989 Arthur Street North

Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offi ces will 
not be permitted. Below is information on how you can submit comments, view or participate 

in the meeting.  You may also contact Development Services staff by sending an email to 
planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have any questions.

Take Notice that in accordance with the Planning Act, R.S.O., 
1990, c.P.13, as amended, the Township of Woolwich has 
received a complete application for the proposed zoning 
amendment application more specifi cally described below. 
This notice summarizes the details of this application and 
includes a location map of the subject lands. Please be 
advised that Notice of a Complete Application does not 
indicate whether the municipality is in support of, or in 
opposition to the proposal. That determination will be made 
at a later date.
The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under 
Section 34 of the Planning Act, to consider the following 
Zone Change application. No decisions will be made at this 
meeting; its purpose is to provide additional information 
to the public and agencies and to receive comments and 
information from them.

ZONE CHANGE APPLICATION 4/2021 - Oscar Weber
MHBC Planning on behalf of Oscar Weber has submitted a site specifi c zoning amendment for the 4.9 
hectare (12 acre) property located at 989 Arthur Street North to amend the Agricultural zoning with 
a site specifi c amendment to recognize the use of a woodworking shop on the property and permit 
an expansion to the existing shop to increase the ground fl oor area from 172 square metres to a 
maximum ground fl oor area of 302 square metres.  The proposed shop expansion will be within the 
limits of the existing building and no additions are proposed.
The property is designated Rural Land Use Area in the Township’s Offi cial Plan and is zoned Agricultural. 
The property contains a single detached dwelling, barn, accessory farm building, storage shed and 
the existing woodworking shop.

APPEAL RIGHTS
TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the decision of 
the Township of Woolwich to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal but the person or public body does not 
make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich 
before the by-law is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision.
AND TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting, 
or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich before the by-law is passed, the person 
or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to add the person 
or public body as a party.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the Public Meeting 
as follows:
VIEW the Public Meeting / Council meeting livestream on the Woolwich Township Youtube channel at 
the following link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ ;
PARTICIPATE in the Public Meeting by REGISTERING with Council/Committee Facilitator on or before 
4:30 pm on Thursday November 18, 2021.  
To register please:

• email asmyth@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6004; or
• visit www.woolwich.ca/delegations for more information on speaking before Council and to 

register through the online delegation request form.
When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email and the application number you 
would like to comment on.  Once you are registered staff will forward information on how to connect 
to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call number).
If you are concerned that you do not have access to phone or internet or are otherwise concerned about 
the reliability of your signal, please ensure that you submit written comments. Written comments do 
not negate your opportunity to also speak at the Public Meeting but do ensure your voice is heard 
should your electronic connection to the meeting not work.
If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen and 
have the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the Council/Committee 
Facilitator.  You will not be required to speak if you do not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we know which 
application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time to comment if you 
wish to do so. As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of security that is necessary to prevent 
meeting disruptions.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS AND REQUESTING NOTIFICATION
You can express your concerns/ comments about the proposed changes in writing to the Township 
of Woolwich. Any comments received on or before Monday November 15, 2021 (Note that this date 
is before the public meeting) will be included in a report prepared by Development Services and 
presented at the Public Meeting. Any comments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to 
Council making a decision on the applications, will be considered.

The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the authority of 
the Planning Act and may form part of the public record which may be released to the public. This 
information is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the 
general public at the Committee of the Whole and Council meetings.  Please note that while the 
Committee of the Whole and Council may redact some personal information such as email addresses 
and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety. Questions 
about this collection should be directed to the Records and Freedom of Information Offi cer at 519-
669-1647 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005.

Should you wish to be notifi ed of future meetings and reports regarding the Zone Change application 
please:

• submit a written request, noting that you wish to be kept informed, to the Township of Woolwich, 
Development Services, 24 Church Street West, Box 158, Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z6, or

• email your request noting that you wish to be kept informed to planning@woolwich.ca 

If Council approves the change, a notice will be mailed to you explaining the By-law.

MORE INFORMATION
Additional information related to these applications can be viewed or obtained as follows:

Schedule an appointment to view the documents at the Township Administration building located at 
24 Church Street West, Elmira weekdays between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm. To schedule an appointment 
please call 519-669-6040 or email planning@woolwich.ca

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 28th day of October 2021.

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce – Open for select services 
The Township offi ce is open to walk-in public traffi c, with staff working a mix of in offi ce and from 
home. It is recommended that you use our services offered online or phone to book an appointment 
before visiting the offi ce to ensure we are available to assist you.  The following services can be 
accessed through our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes

• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits

• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets

• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, Trees, 
Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit

For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. 
For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

Council Meetings – Remote 
For registration, help or alternative participation options, call 519-669-6004.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
As per Ontario Regulation 645/21, beginning September 22, 2021, all individuals who are entering 
indoor municipal recreation facilities will be required to provide proof of vaccination along with ID. 

Exemptions include:

• Individuals under 18 years old who are entering the facility to participate in 

• Children under 12 years old

• Individuals with a medical exemption.  

Visitors to our facilities must continue to Covid pre-screen prior to entering. QR codes will be provided 
at the door. Please display the green checkmark upon entry. 

We ask for your patience & understanding as our Recreation staff work to implement these new 
procedures to keep our patrons, volunteers & staff safe.

For more information on Recreation Programs and Facilities, please check the Township website or 
call 519-514-7000.

Notice continued to next page 
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Local Business Resources  
FREE masks: order your free supply of masks online at: 
https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-Mask-Request.

FREE COVID-19 screening kits: Visit www.chambercheck.ca to learn 
more and to schedule your pick-up. 

COVID-19 Small Business Ambassador Program: Free program 
for small and medium sized businesses in the Region to minimize 
COVID-19 risks and boost staff and customer confi dence. Get a 
window decal to show you completed the program. 

Sign up at www.regionofwaterloo.ca/ambassador 

Businesses grants: https://reliefwithinreach.ca/waterloo-region/ 

For more information about government programs and other business supports call Jenna 
Morris at 519-669-6020 or email:  EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Public Health Information
Getting fully vaccinated protects you against hospitalization and serious outcomes caused 
by COVID-19.  Every single person who gets vaccinated helps to build up our wall of protection 
against COVID-19 in Waterloo Region.

Get vaccinated today: www.regionofwaterloo.ca/GetVaccinated

ONLINE PUBLIC CONSULTATION CENTRE
CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

BRESLAU EAST CONNECTOR ROAD
The Township of Woolwich is hosting a Public 
Consultation Centre (PCC) to review and discuss 
a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
(EA) study for the Breslau East Connector 
Road. The study area is generally located south 
and east of the existing Breslau community, 
immediately south of the new Thomasfi eld 
Homes mixed use/residential development and 
the CN Rail corridor, and north of Menno Street. 

Building on the recommendations from the 
approved 2017 Breslau Settlement Plan, this 
Municipal Class EA will investigate and evaluate 
alternative solutions for the transportation 
infrastructure that is required to provide 
connectivity between the existing and new areas of the Breslau community.

The study is being undertaken in accordance with a “Schedule C” Municipal Class EA which 
requires public and stakeholder consultation, evaluation of alternatives, an assessment of 
the potential impacts of the proposed alternatives and identifi cation of measures to mitigate 
any adverse impacts.  

You are invited to an Online Public Consultation Centre (PCC) to view the proposed 
connector road alignment, as well as the proposed cross section. Residents will be able to 
provide feedback on the information presented.  The Online PCC will be available for review 
starting on October 26th.  Please use the following link to access the Townships Engineering 
Notice page https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/engineering-public-notices.
aspx.  The link to the PCC materials can be found under the Breslau East Connector Road 
Environmental Assessment tab.  

The PCC materials (presentation, slides, and comment forms) will remain available for 
review following the PCC event. 

If you need assistance with the Online PCC or require an alternative format of the materials 
presented, please contact a member of the Project Team below:

Ryan Tucker, P.Eng.    Mr. Duane Lindner, P.Eng. 

Engineering Project Manager   Sr. Project Manager

Township of Woolwich   Associated Engineering (Ont.) Ltd.

E-mail: rtucker@woolwich.ca   Email: lindnerd@ae.ca

Phone: 519-669-1647 ext. 6048  Phone: 226-214-3238

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act.  With the exception of personal information, please note all 
comments will become part of the public record.

This Notice fi rst issued October 21, 2021.

https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/engineering-public-notices.aspx 
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Notice Continued from previous page

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across 
Canada. Because it’s something 
we can do today to help others 
wake up healthier tomorrow.

The Next Linwood Clinic: 
at Linwood Community Centre
Friday, November 5, 2021 
4 – 8 pm 

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter

1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing.
If you are feeling unwell or have 
come in contact with someone 

who has tested positive for 
COVID-19, please reschedule

ↆ L I N W O O D  B L O O D  D O N O R

3865 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-7575

VILLAGE
HOME
HARDWARE

www.homehardware.ca

Wrapping up Culture Days at Three Sisters Cultural Centre, the community came out to paint together 
for their event Sunday afternoon. Residents were entered into a draw to take home the communi-
ty-painted, Van Gogh-inspired canvas.  Justine Fraser
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COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

MONDAY, November 15th, 2021 at 4:30 P.M.
Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96 take notice that the 
Committee of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will meet for the purpose of hearing all 
persons interested in support of or opposition to any of the following applications as described 
below.

Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offi ces will 
not be permitted. Below is information on how you can submit comments, view or participate 
in the meeting. You may also contact the Committee Secretary by sending an email to 
planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have any questions.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the meeting 
as follows:

• view the Committee of Adjustment livestream on the Woolwich Township YouTube channel  at 
the following link  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ  OR

• participate by registering with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 noon on Wednesday 
November 10th. To register please email planning@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6040.  
When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email and the application 
number you would like to comment on. Once you are registered the Committee Secretary 
will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or 
conference call number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen and have 
the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the Committee Secretary 
(see above information). You will not be required to speak if you do not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we know which 
application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time to comment if you 
wish to do so. As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of security that is necessary to prevent 
unwanted guests from disrupting the meeting. Applicants and their consultants will be automatically 
registered and contacted accordingly by the Committee Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS
If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend that you do so by:

• submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township offi ce at 24 Church Street West, 
Elmira and placing it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of the building; or

• submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca 

You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6033 to discuss any comments / concerns 
however, this is not considered a formal comment. 

The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications.  All submissions must 
be made no later than 4:30 p.m. on Monday November 8th (Note that this date is before the 
meeting).  Any submissions received will be included in a comment package and presented at the 
meeting.  This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is 
available to the general public at the Committee of Adjustment hearing.  Please note that while the 
Committee may redact some personal information such as email addresses and phone numbers, 
your submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety.

This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property located within 60 
metres (200 feet) of the subject properties.  If you wish to be notifi ed of any last minute changes 
to the agenda (i.e. withdrawal of an application) you must contact the Committee Secretary at 
519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca.

APPLICATIONS
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 22/2021 – Wesley and Eileen Martin,  3175 Northfi eld Drive East
ZONE / USE:  Agricultural(A) with site specifi c provisions (Section 26.1.189) / detached dwelling, 
two livestock barns, storage barn, calf hutches, cidery and a woodworking shop / offi ce as an on-
farm diversifi ed business

PROPOSAL:  The applicant is requesting relief from the site specifi c regulations in Section 26.1.189 
and On-Farm Diversifi ed Use regulations in Section 6.22 as follows:

• Section 26.1.189 i) to increase the maximum ground fl oor area for the woodworking shop from 
167 square metres to no more than 2% of the lot coverage of the property and in conformity 
with the On-Farm Diversifi ed Use regulations in Section 6.22;

• Section 26.1.189 ii) to permit employees for the cidery and woodworking shop in conformity 
with the On-Farm Diversifi ed Use regulations in Section 6.22, versus the current site specifi c 
limit of one full time off-site employee;

• Section 26.1.189 iii) to permit outdoor storage on the property in conformity with the On-Farm 
Diversifi ed Use regulations in Section 6.22;

• Section 6.22.3 i) to recognize the height of the existing dust collector at 12.5 metres whereas 
7.3 metres is permitted; and

• Section 6.22.3 ii) to recognize the existing fl at roof on the dust collector whereas a peaked roof 
is required for structures associated with an On-Farm Diversifi ed Use.

Additionally the applicant is requesting relief from Section 6.13.4 to reduce the required parking 
associated with the cidery and woodworking shop from 10 to 3 parking spaces, including an 
accessible parking space.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 23/2021 – Lester and Viola Shantz, 1942 Lobsinger Line
ZONE / USE:  Agricultural / detached dwelling, livestock barn, driveshed and cabinetry shop

PROPOSAL:  The applicant is requesting relief from Section 6.18.A of the Home Business – 
Tradesperson regulations to permit the continued operation of a cabinetry shop on a 0.74 hectare 
Agricultural property.  Specifi cally the following variances are required:

• Section 6.18.A) iv - to permit a maximum of two full time employees whereas the current 
regulations do not permit employees other than the owner/ operator of the business;

• Section 6.18A) vi - to increase the maximum ground fl oor area for a Home Business – 
Tradesperson use (cabinetry shop), in an accessory building to the residence, from 100 square 
metres to 260 square metres; and

• Section 6.18A) ix – to permit a maximum 30 square metres fl oor area for a retail showroom 
whereas the current regulations do not permit any retail sales.

Additionally, the applicant is requesting relief from Section 6.13.4 to reduce the required parking 
for the cabinetry shop from 6 to 3 parking spaces, including an accessible parking space.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 24/2021 – Alicia Paleczny, 742 Country Squire Road
ZONE / USE:  Agricultural (A) / vacant land proposed for construction of a dwelling and detached 
garage

PROPOSAL:  The applicant is proposing to construct a single detached dwelling and an accessory 
building (detached garage) on the vacant 8.6 hectare property located at 742 Country Squire 
Road. To proceed with this development the applicant is requesting relief from Section 7.5 of the 
Agricultural zone to recognize the existing lot frontage of approximately 24 metres whereas 30 
metres is required.  

In addition to the above the applicant is requesting relief from the following:

• Section 6.4.4 to increase the maximum allowable size for an accessory building on an 
Agriculturally zoned property from 112 square metres to approximately 138 square metres for 
the proposed detached garage; and

• Section 6.4.2 c) to increase the maximum height for an accessory building from 4.5 metres to 
approximately 5.8 metres for the proposed detached garage.

CONSENT APPLICATION B 13/2021 – Marbro Holdings Limited, 50 Martin’s Lane, Elmira
ZONE / USE:  General Industrial – Dry (M-1) with site specifi c provisions (26.1.350) / bio-gas plant 
and electrical energy storage facility

PROPOSAL:  The applicant is requesting permission to sever an irregular shaped 2.0 hectare parcel of 
land from the south side of 50 Martin’s Lane and convey it as a lot addition to the rear of the adjacent 
lands located at 43 Arthur Street North / 35 Martin’s Lane (Elmira Pet Products Ltd.).  The proposed 
severed lands are zoned M-1.  The proposed retained lands at 50 Martin’s Lane will be approximately 
6.25 hectares in area and contain the bio-gas plant and electrical energy storage facility.

NOTICE OF DECISION:  Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will be sent to 
owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people who register for the meeting.  If 
you wish to be notifi ed of the decision of the Committee of Adjustment in respect to this application, 
you must submit a written request to the Committee Secretary or register ahead of the meeting.  
This will also entitle you to be advised of a possible Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.

APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS:  Anyone in opposition to a decision 
may appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal. The Tribunal may dismiss an 
appeal without holding a hearing if the appellant did not make oral or written submissions to the 
Committee of Adjustment before a decision was given or does not provide a reasonable explanation 
for having failed to make a submission to the Committee.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you should you have any 
questions.  Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or 
by email to planning@woolwich.ca 
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CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

$11.00/per sq. ft. plus C.A.M. fees 
space for lease. 2 units available im-
mediately. 1310 sq. ft. & 1821 sq. ft. 
Front & rear access. Newly renovated. 
Lots of parking. MLS

112 Oriole Pkwy, Birdland Plaza

Beautifully custom built home on Estate 
property with expansive grounds & con-
crete driveway. 4.88 acres. 5 bdrms, 5 
baths. Walkout from bsmt to rear yard. 
Over-sized dbl garage plus a lower ga-
rage. DR with glass pocket doors & eat-in 
kitchen. SS appliances & walk-in pantry. 
Granite counters w/island & walk-out to 
an elevated deck. Main fl r laundry, family 
room & master bdrm with ensuite. 2 up-
per bdrms each with private ensuites and 
a walk-out to the upper balcony. Finished 
walk-out bsmt with heated fl rs. Massive 
rec room/games room, library, 2 bdrms & 2 
pc washroom. Must be seen to be appreci-
ated.  MLS by appmt only $2,350,000.00

2865 Herrgott Rd., St. Clements

 

•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

WHAT IS YOUR HOME WORTH? CALL US 
FOR A COMPLIMENTARY HOME EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Beth Schlueter had five 
uncles serving overseas 
during WWII, one of whom 
was killed in the Nether-
lands during the liberation.
Wendy Richardson’s 
parents were born in 
Holland. Her dad was a 
prisoner of war alongside 
his brother before they 
escaped the German army. 
Her mom’s family lived in 
a highly active war zone 
and at one point, they hid 
Canadian soldiers.

Barb Nowak had 11 
family members who 
served during both World 
Wars. An uncle was killed 
at Passchendaele in 1917. 
Barb’s dad served in 
Holland, Belgium and 
France with the Algonquin 
Regiment of Canada and 
was captured in Holland in 
October, 1944. He spent the 
rest of the war as a POW at a 
stalag in Germany.

Margit and Mike Fritsch 
are first-generation Canadi-
ans whose families immi-
grated to Canada in the 
1950s. They heard lots of 

deemed this to be a central 
location. The structure will 
be dismantled on Novem-
ber 12.

We invite all to visit the 
installation. Parking is 
available on the township 
lot.

Educational resources 
can be found from the 
Royal Canadian Legion, 
www.legion.ca. 

Thank you to Wellesley 
Township council and staff 

→FROM 10

stories from relatives about 
their plight during the war, 
staying in refugee camps, 
and how they finally came 
to Canada.

Legion rules determine 
when the project can be 
displayed and when it has 
to be dismantled. There-
fore, the unveiling of our 
project is on October 28 at 
the Wellesley Township 
Offices, (4639 Lobsinger 
Line, St. Clements) as we 

for this opportunity to 
remember the sacrifices of 
previous generations and, 
especially, a huge thanks 
to all of the people who 
contributed poppies for us 
to use.

This is a task of love 
and respect to remember 
and honour the men and 
women who served so that 
we can live the way that we 
do today in this beautiful 
land.

Wellesley Fair ambassador Avery Flynn with some of the poppies to be displayed. Submitted

POPPIES: Creators have many reasons to mark Remembrance Day

Please call  or email Donna Rudy: 
 519-669-5790 ext 104 
 donna@woolwichobserver.com

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Sell it in the Observer
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Weber, Gladys Irene (nee Dedels)
Passed away peacefully on Tuesday, 
October 19, 2021, at the age of 98. 
Beloved wife of 62 years of the late 
Robert Bingeman Weber. Loving 
mother of Judy (Bob) Reist, Bobby 
(Lori) Weber, Susan (the late Carl) 
O’Toole and Tom (Corrie) Weber. 
Cherished grandma of Steve Reist 
(Jen Yessis), the late Terri Lynn (Pat 
George and Jen Yagar), Shawna and 
Steve Weber, Ryan O’Toole (Vanessa), 
Jen (Jeremy) Barrett, Katie O’Toole 
(Will), Megan Weber (Bryan), Jeff 
Weber, and Kristie (Tyler) Downie.
Treasured great-grandma of Second 
Lieutenant Nathan George and Dan 
George, Charlie and Andy Reist, 
Teagan O’Toole, and Luke and Charlee 
Downie. Survived by two sisters Doras 
(the late Myron) Stevanus and Ruth 
(the late Vernon) Shantz. Predeceased 
by parents Norman and Laura Dedels, 
brother Edward (Eleanor), sisters 
Erma (Fred) Cressman and Thelma 
(Elton) Randall. She lived on the 
family farm in Bloomingdale for 
53 years, where she and Bob raised 
their four children. The farm was 
always open to family and friends, 
and will hold a special place for all 
who visited. Following their move 
to Waterloo, they were able to spend 
more time at their cottage in Oliphant, 
enjoying the beauty of the north. Here 
they experienced fun times with all 
of their family and friends. Irene 
was active in Bloomingdale United 
Church, UCW, Girl’s Club, Sunday 
School and Choir, as well as serving 
on many committees. She was also 
a charter member of Bloomingdale 
Women’s Institute for 71 years and 
was very involved in many levels of 
this organization. A most enjoyable 
time was spent as secretary-treasurer 
of the Erland Lee (Museum) Home in 
Stoney Creek, home of the founder 
of the W.I. Cremation has taken 
place and a private family graveside 
service will be held at Bloomingdale 
Mennonite Cemetery. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Henry Walser Funeral 
Home, 519-749-8467. As expressions 
of sympathy, donations may be made 
to the Erland Lee (Museum) Home 
or a charity of your choice (cards 
available at the funeral home).Visit 
www.henrywalser.com for Irene’s 
memorial.

 ❖ www.henrywalser.com 

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M
Obituary

Mildred MacFarlane, B.A.
Peacefully passed away, surrounded 
by family, on Tuesday, October 19, 2021 
in Elmira, at the age of 86. Beloved 
wife of Robert “Bob” MacFarlane 
for 57 years. Loving mother of Kent 
(Kelly) and Scott (Fiona); and adoring 
grandma to Sarah and Melanie; 
Graeme and Iain. Predeceased by her 
parents Michael and Wilma (Koenig) 
Fuerst, and two brothers in infancy. 
Visitation and funeral service took 
place at Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
Elmira, followed by interment in 
Elmira Union Cemetery. A livestream 
of the funeral service will be available 
to view on Mildred’s tribute page of the 
funeral home website. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Martin, Amsey B.
Passed away peacefully at Freeport 
Hospital and went to be with the Lord 
on Saturday, October 23, 2021 at the 
age of 80 years. Loving husband of 
Mabel (Bauman) Martin for 58 years. 
Dear father of Fred (Judy) Martin of 
West Montrose, Brian (Ann) Martin 
of Waterloo, Brent (Janice) Martin of 
Waterloo, Kristine (Cliff ) Martin of 
Drayton, and Andrew (Teresa) Martin 
of Elmira. Lovingly remembered 
by 19 grandchildren and 15 great-
grandchildren. Will be missed by 
siblings Edna and Gordon Martin, 
Aleda and Aden Weber, Oscar and 
Joan Martin, Eileen and Glen Weber. 
Lovingly remembered by in-laws 
Beatrice Bauman (the late Ron), Ruth 
Weber (the late Melvin), David and 
Jean Bauman, and Dorothy Weber 
(the late Enoch). Predeceased by 
parents Simon and Adeline Martin, 
and brother-in-law Ernest Bauman. 
Amsey was born and lived all his life 
on the family farm. His heart was in the 
land and with his community, which 
extended far. He will be remembered 
for his quick sense of humour and 
keen interest in people’s lives. The 
family received relatives and friends 
on Monday, October 25, 2021 from 
2-4 and 6-8 p.m. at Crystal View 
Mennonite Church, 2167 Floradale 
Rd., Floradale. A funeral service was 
held at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, October 
26, 2021 at Crystal View Mennonite 
Church. An interment followed in 
Crystal View Mennonite Cemetery. 
The family also invites you to view a 
livestream of the service available at 
crystalview.sermon.net or on Amsey’s 
tribute page of the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home website. Donations to Christian 
Aid Ministries would be appreciated 
by the family, and may be made 
through the funeral home.

❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Wideman, Nancy M. 
June 16, 1942 – October 23, 2021
Peacefully passed away at home on 
Saturday, October 23, 2021 in her 80th 
year. She will be dearly missed by her 
beloved husband Carl Wideman of 
58 years. Loving mother to Gerald 
and Pauline Wideman, Miriam and 
Harold Martin, James and Marie 
Wideman, Gary and Shirley Wideman, 
Ruthann and James Weber, and 
Terry and Tina Wideman. Lovingly 
remembered by her 25 grandchildren 
and 20 great-grandchildren. Survived 
by her siblings Florence and Dan 
Horst, Eileen Martin, Mary Ann 
Martin, Saloma Martin, Almeda and 
Leonard Martin, Ruth and Leonard 
Metzger, brothers and sisters-in-law 
Erla Bauman, Reta Martin, Clare and 
Beatrice Wideman, Verna Martin, 
Leonard and Sharon Wideman, Elmer 
and Margaret Wideman, Lester and 
Margaret Eby, and Merle and Ellen 
Wideman. Predeceased by her 
parents Edward and Nancy Martin, 
one great-granddaughter, brothers 
and sisters-in-law Delton Martin, 
Walter and Nancy Martin, Leonard 
Martin, Edward Martin, Stewart and 
Luella Martin, Oscar Martin, and 
Edmund Martin. Brothers-in-law 
Henry Bauman, Ira Martin, Daniel 
Martin, and Ray Wideman.  The 
family received friends and relatives 
on Tuesday, October 26, 2021 from 
12:30-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. at 6381 
Wellington Road 11, Moorefield, ON. 
A private family service was held 
on Wednesday, October 27, 2021 at 9 
a.m. at West Montrose Meeting house, 
followed by burial and funeral service 
by invitation only.  A special thank you 
to her doctors, nurses, and caregivers 
for their kind care and support during 
her illness.  

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Obituary

Dorothy Leibold
The family of the late Dorothy Leibold 
wishes to thank family and friends 
for their kind thoughts, prayers, 
floral tributes and donations made 
in memory of Mom. A special thank 
you to Mom’s neighbours and friends 
who stopped for a brief visit on their 
walks when mom was outside or made 
a phone call to keep in touch. These 
times were very important to Mom 
and kept her in touch during the past 
few years and allowed her to live out 
her life in her own home as per her 
wishes.  We can not thank you enough.  
Thanks to the Kiwanis Drivers and 
Foodland who also helped Mom keep 
her independence. We extend our 
thanks and appreciation to Dreisingers 
Funeral Home for their guidance and 
care and also Rev. Dr. Julianne Barlow 
for the service of celebration of Life 
that truly reflected our mom’s life.   

With gratitude Diane, Joan, Leone, 
Paul and families

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

A Card of Thanks

Hilda (2020) and 
Edmund (2000) Cassel

In our hearts you hold a place,
no one else can ever fill.

The memories, jokes and stories are 
warmly lingering still.

It broke our hearts to lose you,
but you didn’t go alone,

For part of us went with you,
the day God took you home.

We thank God he made you our
parents and grandparents because 

you filled our homes with love.
We hope you are still enjoying many 
good card games and telling stories 

with friends and family there with you 
of times missed here on Earth. 

May you continue to dance under  
the “Crystal Chandeliers” until  

we meet again.

Loved beyond words, 
Missed beyond measure 

By your children and their families

In Memoriam

Martin, Daniel
Suddenly on Sunday, October 24, 2021 
as the result of an accident, Daniel 
Martin of RR 2, West Montrose, age 
76. Husband of Esther (Bowman) 
Martin. Father of Rebecca and Edwin 
Martin of St. Jacobs, Aden and Lydia 
Martin of Matheson, Alvin and Irene 
Martin of Matheson, Isaiah and Anna 
Martin of Englehart, Henry and 
Maryann Martin of Val Gagne, Oscar 
and Ruth Martin of West Montrose. 
Also survived by 23 grandchildren 
and 3 great-grandchildren. Brother 
of Ada (Mrs. Mervin) Martin, Orvie 
and Maryann Martin, Mary Martin, 
all of West Montrose. Predeceased by 
parents Ceranus and Melinda (Shantz) 
Martin, his first wife Lydia (Brubacher) 
Martin (2015), daughter Hannah 
Martin, one granddaughter, one 
great-granddaughter, sister Susannah 
and Elo Martin, and brother-in-law 
Mervin Martin. Visiting took place 
at the family home, 1230 Jigs Hollow 
Road, West Montrose on Tuesday, 
October 26, 2021 from 5 - 8 p.m., and 
on Wednesday, October 27, 2021 from 
12 - 4 and 5-7 p.m. A family service 
will be held on Thursday, October 28, 
2021 at the home, followed by burial 
and public service in Winterbourne 
Mennonite Cemetery.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

MOTZ, ELIZABETH 
FRANCES - 1932 
- 2021 The family 
of  Betty Motz 
sadly announces 
her passing on 
Friday, October 
22, 2021.

WEBER, GLADYS 
I R E N E  ( N E E 
DEDELS) - Passed 
away peacefully 
o n  Tu e s d a y , 
October 19, 2021 
at the age of 98.

Death 
Notices 100% 

Local
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here Dr. Dan Siegel, Dr. Bruce Perry and other  
experts join the Early Learning and Literacy 
Alliance’s Generator Event Oct. 28-29 to 
help shake up, rethink, and find new solu-
tions to the challenges of caring for, and 
working with, children in Waterloo Region.
www.ella-wr.ca

The Humane Society of Kitchener Water-
loo & Stratford Perth is bringing back its 
Howl-O-Ween pet photo contest just in 
time for the spooky season to begin and 
running through Nov. 1. Pet parents can 
post a picture of their cute (or creepy) pets 
for a chance to win one of three prizes. 
www.kwsphumane.ca

ELLA event this week It’s Howl-O-Ween time

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My 
sister was just told she has 
hypertrophic cardiomy-
opathy. I’ve heard of that 
causing sudden death 
in athletes. She says she 
feels fi ne and doesn't need 
treatment now, so is she 
at low risk? What does her 
diagnosis mean for me and 
my family?

ANSWER: Hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy is a fairly 
common heart condition, 
affecting about 1 in 500 
people. In patients with 
hypertrophic cardiomy-
opathy, the heart walls 
become too thick because 
of excess heart muscle 
tissue, or hypertrophy.

Most patients with hypertrophic cardiomyopathy have a normal life span

Heart wall thickening 
can occur in other condi-
tions, as well, such as 
hypertension, where the 
heart thickens to pump 
against higher blood 
pressure.

In hypertrophic cardio-
myopathy patients, 
heart thickening is not a 
response to high blood 
pressure. Rather, it is 
most commonly related 
to abnormalities in the 
genes related to heart 
muscle cells. Hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy usually is 

diagnosed using an ultra-
sound of the heart, called a 
transthoracic echocardio-
gram.

Many patients with 
hypertrophic cardiomyop-
athy have no symptoms, 
and the condition often 
is discovered when a 
provider hears a murmur 
on cardiac examination 
and orders a transthoracic 
echocardiogram to inves-
tigate. Other patients may 
discover that they have 
hypertrophic cardiomy-
opathy when they pres-
ent with symptoms like 
shortness of breath with 
activity, chest pain while 
exerting, lightheadedness 
or a feeling of abnormal 

heartbeat.
About two-thirds of 

patients with hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy have 
“obstruction,” where blood 
flow through the heart 
becomes more turbulent 
related to the thickening 
of the heart walls and 
crowding of the inside 
of the heart. This type of 
turbulent blood flow is one 
cause of a heart murmur.

In asymptomatic 
patients with hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy, like your 
sister, new medications 
are not needed. However, 
patients experiencing 
symptoms related to 
obstruction may need to 
have their heart medicines 

adjusted.
The most commonly 

prescribed medicine to 
treat symptoms from 
hypertrophic cardiomy-
opathy is a class of drugs 
called beta blockers. Some 
patients can require heart 
procedures to treat severe 
symptoms that don't 
respond to medications. 
Infrequently, patients with 
hypertrophic cardiomyop-
athy who have medically 
refractory or severe symp-
toms can require heart 
transplant.

Oftentimes, one of 
the main concerns of a 
patient or family member 
of a patient with newly 
diagnosed hypertrophic 

cardiomyopathy is an 
increased risk of sudden 
cardiac death. Although 
hypertrophic cardiomy-
opathy is one of the main 
causes of sudden cardiac 
death in young patients, 
most patients with hyper-
trophic cardiomyopathy 
have a normal life span. 
Your sister should work 
with a multidisciplinary 
hypertrophic cardiomyop-
athy center, such as Mayo 
Clinic, where providers 
with extensive experience 
evaluating and treating 
patients with hypertro-
phic cardiomyopathy can 
provide appropriate and 
consistent monitoring 

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

THE REGION’S 519 
COMMUNITY COLLEC-
TIVE group started as 
nothing more than a 
woman on a mission to 
help feed homeless or 
displaced persons, but 
over the last year has 
grown to something much 
more. Founder Julie 
Sawatzky  now has an 
administrative team full of 
residents looking to help. 

“I started a group on 
Facebook for people to 
kind of gravitate there 
and showcase their 
fears or thoughts or just 
experiences through 
the pandemic, and it 
was through that that 
I recognized that there 
was a huge need – people 
were going hungry in 
our backyards. That 
really resonated with me 
because I actually grew up 
on the mission field:  my 
parents were missionaries 

for six and a half years in 
a Third World country, so 
I grew up learning how to 
serve and just not turn-
ing a blind eye to needs 
when you see them,” she 
explained.

“I figured that now 
would be a good time to 
transition my group, and 
not just have it be about 
stories but actually start 
helping people. I started 
giving out food hampers 
kind of quietly, and by the 
time I started bringing 
more help on, my husband 
and I had given about 350 
hampers out of our own 
food pantry.”

From there she started 
asking the online group for 
any food donations they 
could give, and it instantly 
took off. Members of the 
group continued to donate 
or help when asked by 
Sawatzky, giving them 
the ability to expand their 
services, helping more 
people in the region. After 

Collectively, these volunteers are making a big difference

→ COLLECTIVE 28
Founder Julie Sawatzky with administrative members Ana Enamorado and Rick Weber at the 519 Community Collective’s Nourish Fridge, 
located behind Café Pyrus Outpost in Kitchener.  Justine Fraser

From online to the frontlines, the 519 Community Collective has answered the call since the pandemic set in

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

When You Turn Your Vehicle’s Heat Up 
Do You Smell an Unpleasant Odor? 

It might be time for a new cabin air fi lter! Filters not regularly changed 
can result in decreased heating and air conditioning performance. We 
put together a maintenance schedule for your vehicle and will let you 

know when it is time for your cabin air fi lter to be replaced. 

If you have any questions please just ask, we are here to help you!

-  Dominic 

→ MAYO CLINIC  27
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ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3
▢ Rheumatoid Arthritis. Woolwich Community 
Health Centre hosts Sue MacQueen from the Arthri-
tis Society to help you understand Rheumatoid 
Arthritis & important warning signs. Learn treatment 
and self-management strategies to deal with day to 
day symptoms of arthritis. Join us at 6:30 p.m. for 
this virtual event. Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca for 
your Zoom link.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4
▢ Feel the Fear and Do It Anyways.  Many of us 
tend to avoid the things that scare us - research 
shows this actually increases our anxiety over 
time. Jannah Tudiver, Social Worker at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre will help us learn about 
the anxiety-avoidance cycle, strategies to move 
towards our hopes and fears, & explore stretching 
a little bit outside our comfort zone. This is a virtual 
event held at noon. Email gberihun@wchc.on.ca for 
your Zoom link.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15
▢ Living with Depression. Join Woolwich Commu-
nity Health Centre at 6:30 p.m. to learn about the 
signs & symptoms of depression, how depression 
impacts the brain & look at a variety of strategies 
that can help improve mood & mental well-be-
ing. Presented by Laura McShane, CMHA. This 
is a virtual event. To get you Zoom link email 
gberihun@wchc.on.ca

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18
▢ It's the Thought that Counts. Many of us have 
more negative thoughts than positive thoughts 
daily. Negative thoughts, overly high expecta-
tions, & worry tend to worsen our moods. Jannah 
Tudiver, Social Worker at Woolwich Community 
Health Centre will discuss how to become famil-
iar with your patterns of negative & anxious think-
ing and practice ways to respond effectively. 
This event is virtual will be held at noon. Email 
gberihun@wchc.on.ca to receive your Zoom link.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23
▢ Bone Health and Osteoporosis. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre will host Dr. Lora Giagre-
gorio, Dept. of Kinesiology U of W to help us learn 
how bones change throughout the lifespan & about 
osteoporosis. How to manage osteoporosis & how 
to be proactive about bone health. This is a virtual 
event held at 6:30 p.m. To receive your Zoom link 
email gberihun@wchc.on.ca

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30
▢ Managing Grief. All of us experience losses in 
our lifetime but sometimes we struggle with what 
we can do to support others experiencing grief. 
Join Julie Schelter, Hospice Coordinator at Wool-
wich Community Health Centre for this presentation 
about grief at 6:30 p.m. We will explore together 
what people may be experiencing, ways to reach 
out to someone who has been impacted by a 
loss and how to support them through their heal-
ing. For your Zoom link to this virtual event email 
gberihun@wchc.on.ca 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Celebrate Diwali with 
this savory karanji

Karanji are a type of 
dumpling popular 

in Maharashtra, India. 
They're typically fried and 
can have sweet or savoury 
fillings. You'll find karanji 
in several parts of India, 
and they are called by 
different names in different 
languages.

You can eat karanji any 
time, but they're especially 
popular as a snack during 
the festival of Diwali, a reli-
gious festival of lights that 
originated in India.

Diwali lasts for five days 
and usually occurs between 
October and November. 
Diwali means "row of 
lights" in Sanskrit, and 
during the festival people 
decorate their homes with 
special oil lamps called 
diyas. Our karanji are baked 
(not fried) and savoury -- 
they're filled with peas!

Karanji
▢ 1 package store-
bought pie dough

▢ 1 cup frozen peas

▢ 2 tablespoons water, 
plus extra for brushing

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon garam 
masala

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon ground 
cumin

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon ground 
ginger

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon garlic 
powder

▢ 1⁄4 teaspoon salt

▢ 2 tablespoons vege-
table oil, plus extra for 
brushing

1. Adjust the oven rack 
to the upper-middle 
position and heat the 
oven to 450 degrees. 
Line a baking sheet 
with parchment paper.

2.  Working with 1 pie 
dough round at a time, 
use a 4-inch round 
cutter to cut out 10 
dough rounds. Transfer 
the dough rounds to 
the parchment-lined 
baking sheet. Cover 
with plastic wrap 
and refrigerate while 
making the filling.

3.  In a bowl, combine 
peas, water, garam 
masala, cumin, ginger, 
garlic, salt and vege-
table oil. Heat in 
the microwave for 2 
minutes. Use a potato 
masher to mash the 
filling until it is mostly 
broken down and some 
whole peas remain. 
Stir with a rubber 

spatula to combine.

4.  Remove the 
baking sheet from 
the refrigerator and 
discard the plastic. 
Use a 1-tablespoon 
measuring spoon to 
place 1 tablespoon of 
filling in the center of 
each dough round.

5. Use your finger to 
lightly coat the edge 
of each dough round 
with water. Fold the 
dough over the filling 
to create a half-moon 
shape. Press the edges 
together to seal.

6.  Use a pastry brush 
to brush the tops 
of the karanji with 
extra vegetable oil.

7. Bake the karanji until 
golden brown, 12 to 14 
minutes. Let the karanji 
cool on the baking 
sheet for 10 minutes.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

ↆ S U D O K U
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Red, White & Blue Bat Wings
 ▢ 2lb Wings

Halloween the perfect  
time for bat wings

OK, I tricked you. We’re 
actually making 

chicken wings, not bat 
wings, but hopefully it got 
your attention!

Contrary to popular 
belief, Halloween is not 
cancelled this year, so I 
just thought we’d have 
a little fun. This makes 
a great snack for your 
Halloween weekend.

The original commer-
cial chicken wing was 
actually the Buffalo wing. 
Again also chicken and 
not buffalo the animal, but 
Buffalo the city. 

They were the first to 

think of taking what was 
essentially a chicken 
byproduct used for soup 
stock and make into a 
continuously growing 
industry.

The idea is to pre-mix 
breading ingredients 
together and toss the 
damp wings into it so it 
sticks (kinda like “shake ‘n’ 
bake”) well.

Then we bake them on a 
tray instead of frying, for 

the illusion of healthiness.
They should get nice 

and crispy!
For the finish, and this 

is an old Buffalo trick, you 
toss the wings while still 
hot in the hot sauce and 
then slowly add in cubes 
of cold butter and just let it 
blend in while tossing the 
wings. This will create a 
nice, creamy texture.

If you were to melt the 
butter prior and then toss 
them, the sauce would 
then be greasy. Not only 
undesirable but would 
look scary, unless that’s 
what you’re going for!

 ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of 
St. Jacobs, which hosts private events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast and lunch 
in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

CHEF   
DUFF  

Recipes from  
the chef's table

ACROSS
1. _______ River
8. Haughty response
13. Affairs
16. Beastly
17. Fan
18. Christmas ___
19. Rude
21. Certain intersection
22. ___ vera
23. Able to pay
25. Hostility toward 

imperialism
30. Isuzu model
32. Wine cask
33. Length x width, 

for a rectangle
34. Goniochromism
39. City in South Korea
40. "Get it?"
41. Cogitate
42. Break a commandment
43. Acts that work 

against a goal
51. Deviation
52. Barn topper
53. Butt
54. Game ragout
57. _______ Narrative
61. Not as tardy as 

impossible!
62. Seven
63. Strong winds
64. Aster amellus
70. Unwelcome obligations
71. Proto-France
72. Beaujolais, e.g.
73. Long, thin, high heel

81. Gasteyer of "Saturday 
Night Live"

82. Like some buckets
83. ___ and the 

Chocolate Factory
84. ___ judicata
85. Fold
86. Play written by 

Martin McDonagh

DOWN
1. Telepathy, e.g.
2. Control
3. Behavioral quirk
4. Yoko
5. Time div.
6. Very, in music
7. Kind of dog
8. "The sweetest gift 

of heaven": Virgil
9. ___'wester
10. Fertility clinic stock
11. Hold
12.  non-kosher food
13. Duties
14. In a foreign country
15. Seed merchant
20. Monk's title
24. Parade
25. Departure
26. "20,000 Leagues" 

harpooner ___ Land
27. "For shame!"
28. Abbr. after a comma
29. Bemoan
30. Less complex 

computing
31. Sundae topper, perhaps

35. Old World duck
36. Blackguard
37. Mind power
38. Audacity
39. Photo
42. Litigant
44. Minor female 

nature deities
45. Short Thai
46. Blade
47. ___ lab
48. Coldy
49. Kudzu, for one
50. Breakfast choice
54. Russian urn
55. Fatuous
56. Gaps in a manuscript
57. Contents of 

some barrels
58. Animation
59. Fake visuals
60. Dupes
62. ______ Virgin
65. "Belling the Cat" author
66. Broker
67. Convened
68. Kind of treat
69. ___ Bowl
74. Little Isaac
75. Grazing ground
76. Made the Kessel run 

in 12 parsecs solo
77. .0000001 joule
78. "A Nightmare on 

___ Street"
79. Fanciful story
80. Clinton, e.g.: Abbr.

 ↆ X - W O R D
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 ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y 

to determine her risk for 
sudden cardiac death.

Sudden death in hyper-
trophic cardiomyopathy 
is caused by an abnormal 
heart rhythm, called 
ventricular tachycardia 
or ventricular fibrillation. 
A person’s risk of sudden 
cardiac death is unrelated 
to symptoms. That means 
that patients who feel well 
can have high sudden 
death risk, and very symp-
tomatic patients can have 
low risk.

When people are diag-
nosed with hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy, testing 
is performed to under-
stand their risk of sudden 
death. This testing can 
include a heart rhythm 
monitor, a heart MRI and 
an exercise stress test. It's 
also important to under-
stand family history when 
determining sudden death 
risk. In patients found to 
be at high risk for sudden 
death, an implantable 
cardioverter defibrillator 
can be implanted to lower 
that risk.

Because hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy can 
be inherited, screening 
of family members is 

needed, even if they have 
no symptoms. The reason 
to screen asymptomatic 
family members is because 
sudden death risk does not 
correlate with symptoms.

Current guidelines 
recommend screen-
ing first-degree family 
members of patients 
who are diagnosed with 
hypertrophic cardiomyop-
athy. For your family, this 
would mean that if your 
sister has children, they 
should be screened prior to 
the onset of puberty. This 
screening can help them 
understand their risks and 
guide what level of activity 
participation is advised. In 
addition to being screened 
yourself, your parents and 
any other siblings should 
be screened.

Screening can occur in 
two ways: via genetic test-
ing or echocardiography. 
Genetic testing is a blood 
test that would first be 
performed in your sister. 
If the genetic cause of her 
hypertrophic cardiomyop-
athy is identified, this can 
be used to screen you and 
other family members.

Use a genetic counselor 
to help with the process 
of genetic screening. 

If genetic testing is not 
pursued or if a genetic 
cause of hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy is not 
identified in your sister, 
periodic screening with an 
echocardiogram for you 
and the family members 
discussed would be recom-
mended.

An echocardiogram can 
be arranged by a primary 
care provider or a cardi-
ologist. In adults, this 
should occur every three 
to five years. In children or 
adolescents, this should 
occur every one to three 
years.

While it's great to hear 
that your sister doesn't 
have symptoms, she 
should be aware of any 
changes and talk with her 
health care provider. Most 
patients with hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy have a 
normal life span, but it is 
important that your sister 
maintain care with a cardi-
ologist who is comfortable 
navigating hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy.

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

MAYO CLINIC: Testing will help establish the risks

 ▢ 1 cup flour

 ▢ 1/4 cup cornstarch

 ▢ 1/2 tsp. cayenne

 ▢ 1/2 tsp. black 
pepper

 ▢ 1/2 tsp. garlic 

powder

 ▢ 1/2 tsp. ground sage

 ▢ 1 tsp. celery salt

1. Rinse wings 
in cold water.

2. Combine bread-
ing mix together and 
coat wings well with.

3. Spread out evenly on 

well oiled baking sheet.

4. Spray each wing well 
with cooking spray.

5. Bake in 400F 
oven for 20 minutes 
or crispy brown.

6. Toss in bowl with 
hot sauce and vinegar.

7. Blend in butter and 
blue cheese while mixing 
and place on plates.

 ▢ 1/2 cup Louisiana 
hot sauce

 ▢ 2 Tbsp. vinegar

 ▢ 1/4 cup blue cheese 

dressing

 ▢ 2 Tbsp. butter cubes

Breading:

Sauce:

→ FROM 25
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NOT EXACTLY
AS SHOWN

getting her food-handling 
certification, Sawatzky 
and team began cook-
ing out of a commercial 
kitchen at a local church.

“We now have two teams 
cooking twice a week in 
this kitchen, pumping out 
hundreds of meals every 
week that we give out 
through our urban meal 
program,” she said of the 
program that helps people 
in a variety of circum-
stances.

“People who are fleeing 
abusive relationships. 
Maybe they just suffered 
a tragic loss. We have a lot 
of people who their spouse 
passes away and they just 
don’t have the capacity to 
go grocery shopping and 
stand in the kitchen and 
make a bunch of meals, so 
we have our food hamper 
program, the urban meal 
program. And then I real-
ized that it’s not just about 
food that a lot of people 
are struggling – when 
they move into this place 
after being in a shelter, 
there’s nothing in there, 
especially for families,” 
Sawatzky said. 

“I started putting the 
word out there and seeing 
if we could get furniture 
donations and then a 
program spawned out of 
that, the New Beginnings 
program, and now we 
have two storage units; 
we support on average 
five families and single 
seniors per week, help-
ing them move into their 
new places, getting them 
furniture, bedding, towels 
toiletries cleaning supplies 
– all sorts through the 
community. We store all 
those items and then when 
we have the things we just 
gather all this stuff up and 
then deliver it to them.”

Over the summer, the 
group was at work in two 
community gardens, one 
in Kitchener and one in 
Cambridge, that grew 
produce to help feed resi-

dents through their food 
hamper or urban meals 
programs.

“We have planted and 
been able to harvest 
hundreds and hundreds of 
pounds of produce that we 
have given straight back 
into the community.”

A unique program 
emerged over the last 
year called the Little Free 
Pantries, which the group 
has been installing all over 
the region, with one in 
Breslau and one in Elmira. 
The idea comes from the 
popular little free libraries, 
where residents can come 
take what they want and 
leave what they want for 
someone else. 

“We have 22 Little Free 
Pantries. There are four 
more in my driveway that 
are getting painted, and 
we’ll be heading out and 
placing those are all over 
the region.”

Two of her administra-
tive team members, Rick 
Weber and Ana Enam-
orado, were on site last 
Wednesday to help unpack 
items from Sawatzky’s 
van into their community 
fridge, located behind 
Café Pyrus Outpost in 
Kitchener. The commu-
nity pantry is a free take 
what you need and donate 
what you can food cabinet 
alongside a stocked fridge, 
tucked just out of site next 
to some picnic tables. It’s 
open every day, never 
locked and easily acces-
sible. 

Elmira’s Weber got 
involved with the 519 
Community Collective 
when the pandemic left 
him with more time on his 
hands. He was looking for 
ways to give back.

“I had a bunch of barn 
boards sitting there from 
my father in law’s old 
barn and just decided 
to do something with it, 
built some birdhouses 
then started looking for 
charities to donate the 
funds to and stumbled 

across 519 on Facebook, so 
that’s where it started,” he 
explained.

“From there, I’m a guy 
with a pickup truck that 
hauled stuff that needed to 
be hauled and then when 
we started the New Begin-
nings program – were able 
to go in give them furni-
ture, set them up basically, 
furnish the whole apart-
ment so that’s been very 
exciting. Over the span 
of two weekends there 
were six families we were 
helping to furnish their 
places for them, things 
have really expanded quite 
rapidly.”

Started in March of 
last year, the Waterloo 
Region community group 
now hosts close to 7, 000 
members.

“I saw the passion that 
Julie had for starting this 
and then we just started 
organizing and that was 
great,” added Enamorado.

Other than through 
their programs, Sawatzky 
and members also partake 
in volunteering at local 
homeless shelters, asking 
people what they need so 
they can try to get it for 
them. 

“It all started out with 
just wanting to help 
people in general. We 
do a lot of support to the 
homeless community, 
the shelters, people 
living in motels, but we 
don’t just stop there – it’s 
essentially anyone who’s 
really in a really tough 
spot. We want to help 
support them in any way 
we can. So, we’ve got these 
programs established, 
the Region of Waterloo 
has reached out and I 
guess they consider us 
like a group of concerned 
citizens so we’re allowed 
to serve food to the public 
at our outreach nights 
and through our different 
programs. What started 
out very small has now 
become something quite 
big.”

COLLECTIVE: Response to needs that emerged during 
pandemic helped spawn the Little Free Pantries program

→ FROM 25

Rick Weber, Julie Sawatzky and Ana Enamorado have answered the call. Justine Fraser


