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WOOLWICH COUN-
CILLORS HAVE BEEN 
GETTING an earful over 
plans to revise the town-
ship’s noise bylaw, particu-
larly from St. Jacobs 
residents concerned about 
changes to their commu-
nity.

Plans to ease restrictions 
on amplified music, for 
instance, have people there 
concerned concessions 
made during the pandemic 
will see the rise of more 
nightlife in the normally 
quiet village. Elected offi-
cials heard plenty of oppo-
sition ahead of Monday 
night’s meeting to discuss 
the bylaw, and even more 
during the session. While 
the new bylaw would apply 
township-wide, St. Jacobs 
residents saw challenges 
ahead.

Residents took issue 
with most of the process, 
from the lack of public 
consultation and survey 
methodology to the 
subjective nature of what 
constitutes “unreason-

St. Jacobs residents 
push back against 
proposal to ease 
noise restrictions
Council sends issue back for more 
review, additional public input

able noise.” Council, too, 
shared some concerns, 
ultimately deferring 
a decision until more 
public input could be 
gathered.

If the feedback to date 
is any indication, the 
township bylaw enforce-
ment staff recommending 
the changes face an uphill 
battle.

St. Jacobs resident 
Michelle Booth, for 
instance, argued people 
in the community “want 
quiet” and have been 
dealing with “inconsider-
ate businesses” for at least 
a couple of years without 
recourse.

“We value these quiet 
neighbourhoods. We value 
a less hectic pace of life. 
We are not Waterloo – we 
are quiet, well-maintained, 
treed communities and 
streets,” she said.

Fellow resident Lowell 
Williamson challenged 
the validity of the process, 
particularly an emphasis 
on talking with members 
of the St. Jacobs Business 
Improvement Area (BIA) 

→ NOISE 2

Some school bus routes are going unserviced at times because of the number of drivers absent due to COVID-19. Leah Gerber

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

MORE SCHOOL BUS 
ROUTES ARE being 
cancelled or delayed 
throughout Waterloo 
Region as drivers are 
forced to isolate due to 
COVID-19.

Last week there were 
seven cancellations alone, 
said Benoit Bourgault, 
general manager of the 
Student Transportation 
Services of Waterloo 
Region in an email to the 
Observer.

The measure to cancel 
bus routes due to COVID-
19-related absenteeism 

was implemented as a last 
resort on January 24 this 
year, and was expected to 
end in February, according 
to a January news release 
from Student Transporta-
tion Services.

Since January there 
have been 36 route 
cancellations due to driv-
ers isolating because of 
COVID-19, whereas earlier 
in March there were weeks 
with no cancellations, 
Bourgault said.

Cancellations last for an 
average of three days.

Families are receiving 
one day of notice. Student 
Transportation Services 
notifies the schools about 

the next day’s cancelled 
routes in the afternoon, 
and school staff let parents 
know.

Cancelled routes and 
their duration are also 
posted by 4:30 p.m. on 
the Student Transporta-
tion Services of Waterloo 
Region website. Parents 
and caregivers can also 
register for notifications 
on the organization’s 
online parent portal.

Affected students 
can learn from home 
with their class’s virtual 
learning environment 
(D2L or Google Classroom) 
or access lessons from 
TVOlearn.com. Parents 

can also find another way 
to get their kids to and 
from school.

As part of these coping 
measures, bus drivers are 
covering late bus routes 
in addition to their usual 
routes.

“We want to thank the 
school bus drivers for their 
hard work and support in 
these difficult times, they 
have gone over and above 
to support the families and 
continue to ensure the safe 
travel to and from school,” 
said Bourgault.

“Efforts to recruit and 
train new drivers are 
ongoing,” he explained. 

→ BUSING 7

Bus route cancellations
on the rise due to COVID-19
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WHERE TIRES ARE A SPECIALTY, NOT A SIDELINE.
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial - Lawn & Garden - On The Farm Service

371 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA, ON | 519-669-3232

7668 8th Line Drayton 519-638-3457

Concerned about Crop Input Costs?  ncerned abncerned about Crop Input Costs?  
Talk to one of our certified crop advisors
about a best management strategy for your farm this crop year.  
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Public Notice 
2022 Municipal Election

Filing of Nominations and 
Candidate Campaigns

The “Municipal Elections Act, 1996”, as amended, provides that every eligible person 
who proposes to be a candidate in the 2022 Municipal Election to be held on Monday, 
October 24, 2022 shall file a Nomination Paper with the Municipal Clerk.

Nomination period opens on Monday, May 2, 2022 and closes on 
Friday, August 19, 2022 at 2p.m.
The “Municipal Elections Act” further provides that a candidate’s election campaign 
period for any of the following offices begins on the day they file a nomination for the 
office. No contributions shall be made to or accepted by or on behalf of the candidate, 
and no expenses may be incurred by or on behalf of a candidate prior to filing the 
prescribed Nomination Form with the Clerk. Money, goods and services given to and 
accepted by or on behalf of a person for their election campaign are contributions.
Take Notice that nominations will be received by the Clerk responsible for their 
Municipal Election to be held on Monday, October 24, 2022 for the Offices of:
• Regional Chair
• Regional Councillor for Cambridge, Kitchener or Waterloo
• Mayor
• Ward Councillor
• Waterloo Region District School Board
• Waterloo Catholic District School Board
Contact your area Municipal Clerk for more information about the French language 
school boards.
Nominations for the Office of Regional Chair or Regional Councillor, Regional 
Municipality of Waterloo must be filed in the Office of the Regional Clerk, 150 
Frederick Street, Kitchener, Ontario.
Nomination Procedure:
1. The prescribed Nomination Form may be obtained and filed in the Office of the Clerk:

a) On any day from May 2, 2022 to August 19, 2022 when the Clerk’s Office is 
open (contact for office hours);

b) No later than Nomination Day, Friday, August 19, 2022 during the hours of 
9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

2. The Nomination Paper shall be accompanied by a filing fee in cash, debit (if 
available), certified cheque or money order payable to the municipality in the 
amount of:
a) $200.00 for the office of the Regional Chair or Mayor
b) $100.00 for any other office

3. The onus is on the candidate for election to an office to file a bona fide 
Nomination Paper.

For further information, visit https://www.wrvotes.com or contact:
Tim Brubacher
Deputy Clerk
Returning Officer
tbrubacher@regionofwaterloo.ca
Region of Waterloo
(519) 575-4410
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/elections

Dawn Mittelholtz
Municipal Clerk
Returning Officer
Township of Wilmot
dawn.mittelholtz@wilmot.ca
(519) 634-8444 ext. 9230
www.wilmot.ca/elections

Amanda Fusco
City Clerk
Returning Officer
City of Kitchener
Amanda.fusco@kitchener.ca
519-741-2200 ext. 7809
www.kitchener.ca/election

Ashley Sage
Municipal Clerk
Returning Officer
asage@northdumfries.ca
Township of North Dumfries
(519) 632-8800 ext.122
www.northdumfries.ca

Jeff Smith
Municipal Clerk
Returning Officer
Township of Woolwich
jsmith@woolwich.ca
(519) 669-6010
www.woolwich.ca/elections

Julie Finley Scott
City Clerk
Returning Officer
City of Waterloo
elections@waterloo.ca
519-747-8798
www.waterloo.ca/elections

Grace Kosch
Municipal Clerk
Returning Officer
gkosch@wellesley.ca
Township of Wellesley
(519) 699-3946
www.wellesley.ca/elections

Danielle Manton
City Clerk
Returning Officer
City of Cambridge
mantond@cambridge.ca
(519) 623-1340 ext. 4585
www.cambridge.ca/elections

ATTENTION ELMIRA 
MEDICAL PATIENTS

Elmira Medical Centre
2 Park Ave. W., Elmira

VACCINE    CLINICS

WE ARE OFFERING A 
FOURTH DOSE OF THE COVID 19 

VACCINE TO ELIGIBLE AGE GROUPS.

To book an appointment please 
call 519-897-8223 and leave a message. 

Please only call once, we will call you back.

Please do not call our office.

Please refer to the region of waterloo 
website to determine your eligibility.

and not the general 
public.

“I contend that the 
consultation process 
for the noise bylaw 
exemption was flawed. 
Residents were not given 
the opportunity as busi-
nesses were to give their 
opinions,” he said, point-
ing to the survey process’ 
lack of legitimacy.

Likewise, Raymond 
Skarratt challenged 
staff’s conclusion, noting 
most residents were 
not in support of the 
changes, as shown by the 
survey’s own data.

“I strongly object to 
the proposed changes 
to the noise bylaw. 
The changes appear to 
strongly favour business 
interests, with little 
recourse for residents of 
St. Jacobs,” said Spring 
Street resident Claire 
Bowman in a letter 
submitted to council.

The reservations were 
reflected in councillors’ 
comments.

Coun. Larry Shantz 
said the provision of up 
to eight exemptions per 
month belied the idea of 
a special occasion.

“A special event is a 

special event, not a regu-
larly occurring event,” he 
argued.

Allowing someone to 
apply for up to eight exemp-
tions per month could mean 
Friday and Saturday nights 
all month, suggested Mayor 
Sandy Shantz.

Coun. Patrick Merlihan 
balked at what he said 
amounted to a subsidy for 
businesses that apply for 
such exemptions.

The report’s proposal to 
have a bylaw enforcement 
officer on hand at every 
event granted an exemption 
would outstrip the $60 fee, 
with costs estimated at $100 
to $130.

 “I would like to see the 
fees for exemptions to at 
least cover the costs of the 
exemption,” he said, adding 
that the fines should be 
increased as well.

He also raised the issue 
of new noise exemptions 
leading to a de facto change 
in the culture of St. Jacobs 
without much in the way of 
discussion.

That echoed remarks 
from Spring Street resident 
Stephen Baetz.

“Who do we want to 
become?” he asked, adding 
a noise bylaw should be 
drafted accordingly, not the 

other way around.
BIA representative Craig 

Miller argued the tradi-
tional business model in 
the village, one driven by 
daytime tourism, is no 
longer working. He said 
business owners are look-
ing to stay open later, with 
hospitality services in the 
evening.

He found an advocate 
in Coun. Scott McMillan, 
who argued in favour of 
allowing the changes to go 
ahead, subject to a review 
if problems surface.

In order to support 
the businesses, allow-
ing them some changes 
makes sense, he said, 
drawing parallels to the 
Elmira BIA’s attempts 
to foster an environ-
ment beyond a bedroom 
communiy.

“I do want the people 
who live in St. Jacobs to be 
able to walk to an estab-
lishment in St. Jacobs and 
not have to go into Water-
loo or Kitchener to have 
the same type of experi-
ence,” said McMillan. “I’d 
like to give this a shot.”

The rest of the coun-
cillors, however, opted 
for a deferral for at least a 
couple of months to allow 
for more public input.

NOISE: Residents decry process as too business-friendly, 
with councillors also raising concerns about impacts

→ FROM 1
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three Woolwich council this week called on the 
province to amend the Ontario Building 
Code to include more ambitious energy-sav-
ing measures. The motion also ask for the 
province to give municipalities the authority 
to adopt higher performance levels than in 
the current code.

Locals now have an option to get rid of their 
scrap metal, with the opening of 86 Auto 
and Metal Recyclers and U-Pull-It Elmira on 
Apr. 1. Owner Frank Rattasid runs a similar 
business, albeit larger, in Listowel, which he 
opened three years ago. The Elmira location 
operates on the former Paleshi Motors site.
From the Apr. 14, 2016 edition of The Observer

Higher energy standards From the archives

1 Union St., Elmira  519-669-2201 • 99 Geddes St., Elora 519-846-5540                Shop at www.schelters.caNEW IN-STOCK ONLY

2 BUSINESS DAYS

Quick Ship

Your hometown choice for office, school and tech supplies 
 NOW AT SCHELTERS FUZION

INKJET AND LASER
CARTRIDGES

Over 3000 different cartridges available for HP, 
Canon, Lexmark, Epson, Brother, Samsung and 
other brands of Office Printers and Copiers.
More reliable then refilled or recycled cartridges 
with Performance Guarantee
Same yield as originals and excellent print quality 

AVERAGE

50%
Savings
ON PRINTING
AT HOME OR WORK

OF

FUZIONFUZIONFUZIONFUZIONFUZIONFUZIONFUZIONFUZION
INKJET AND LASERINKJET AND LASERINKJET AND LASERINKJET AND LASER

1 Union St., Elmira  519-669-2201 

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THE REGION IS ROLL-
ING OUT new restrictions 
on garbage collection, 
dropping to three from 
four the number of bags 
that can be put at the curb 
every two weeks. 

The reduction follows 
2017’s introduction of 
biweekly collection and 
bag limits.

The new measures are 
planned for October and 
are long overdue, says the 
Region of Waterloo’s direc-
tor of waste management.

“When the existing 
waste collection contract 
was awarded back in 
2017, at that time even 
embedded in the recom-
mendation of award report 
council had given us 
direction to look at going 
from the four bag biweekly 
collection to three bags 
within two years of start-
ing contract,” said Jon 
Arsenault.

In 2016 the region 
awarded two contracts for 

Reduction is the latest shift in waste-
collection services aimed at encouraging 
citizens to divert items from landfill 

its waste management. 
The first was to Miller 
Waste Systems at a cost of 
$14,376,668 for collection 
in the cities while Halton 
Recycling Limited is being 
paid $4,168,308 to provide 
services in the townships. 
Both contracts started in 
March 2017 and will last 
until 2024. 

Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz explained the goal 
of the council at that time.

“Trying to reduce the 
amount of use of the land-
fill is part of it. And then 
the other part is, of course, 
our commitment to the 
environment to work on 
mitigating climate change 
and be environmentally 
responsible,” she said.

Changes introduced five 
years ago saw the region 
go from weekly pickup of 
up to 10 bags to biweekly 
pickup of four bags, while 
the majority of households 
are now already putting 
out fewer than four bags, 
Arsenault said. 

“The data that we’ve 

Province not eyeing new mandates in wake of new wave
Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

DESPITE THE PROV-
INCE BEING IN the 
middle of yet another wave 
of COVID-19, Ontario’s top 
doctor is not bringing back 
a mask mandate ... at least 
for now.

“While will we not be 
reinstating a broad mask 

Catherine Schalk, executive director of Barnwallow Place in Elmira, with two of the residents, Dave Miller and Doug Raynard. 

mandate at this time, we 
should all be prepared that 
we may need to resume 
a requirement for mask 
wearing in indoor public 
spaces if a new variant 
of concern emerges as a 
threat to our healthcare 
system or potentially 
during the winter months 
when COVID-19 and other 
respiratory viruses are 

likely to circulate again,” 
said Dr. Kieran Moore 
during a Monday after-
noon briefing.

Moore was specifically 
asked about the possi-
bility of bringing back 
the mandate for schools, 
however he noted there is 
no significant increase in 
ICU admission in children. 

“Out of all of Ontario’s 

2.75 million children 
there’s two in the intensive 
care unit right now. On 
average we’re having 30 to 
60 children admitted to 
hospital – some of those 
are incidental admissions 
to hospital, as well – over a 
one-week period. So we’ve 
not seen any significant 
threat to the health of 
children. We absolutely 

encourage children to do 
all those basic steps of 
screening before they go to 
school,” he said.

Moore said the current 
wave is being driven by 
the BA2 sub-variant of 
Omicron. 

“In the last few weeks we 
have seen an increase in 
the percent positivity and 
upward trend in waste- → PANDEMIC 4

water surveillance and a 
rise in hospitalizations. 
These trends are likely 
to continue for the next 
several weeks,” Moore 
said.

The province is also 
increasing access to anti-
virals such as Paxlovid for 
those who are most at risk. 

As of April 12 individu-

Long-term care homes receive provincial 
funding to help boost staffing numbers

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

LOCAL LONG-TERM 
CARE HOMES ARE 
sharing some $7.1 million 
in provincial funding 
announced last week to 
help with staffing short-
ages. 

The money is directed 
at the province’s commit-
ment that residents of 
such homes receive an 
average of four hours 
of direct care each day 
by 2025. With that goal, 
Barnswallow Place Care 
Community in Elmira 
will receive up to $837,252 

for additional staffing 
this year, while Chartwell 
Elmira Long Term Care 
Residence, will receive 
up to $313,968 to increase 
the hours of direct care for 
residents. 

Twin Oaks of Maryhill 
Inc. will receive up to 
$200,592, while that figure 

is $845,976 for Nithview 
Home in New Hamburg.

In St. Jacobs,  Derbeck-
er’s Heritage House  will 
receive up to $627,936 for 
additional staffing, but 
also received bed alloca-
tions for 56 new places as 
well as 72 upgraded beds 

→ LONG-TERM CARE 6

Region looks to 
lower bag limits on 
garbage collection

→ GARBAGE 4
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$5.99

BONELESS 
CHICKEN BREASTS

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$7.25/lbBLACK FOREST HAM

$6.49/lb

Reg.$7.99/lb

/lb

DELI-SLICED 

MAPLE CHIPOTLE AND 
SOUVLAKI MARINATED 

als aged 18 and over who 
are immunocompromised 
those that are 70 and over 
or aged 60 and over with 
fewer than three vaccine 
doses and individuals 
aged 18 and over with 
fewer than three vaccine 
doses and at least one risk 
condition.

Available at participat-
ing pharmacies treatment 
for antivirals must be 
started within five days of 
COVID symptoms in most 
cases. 

“Antiviral treatment, 
including the oral antivi-
ral Paxlovid can help to 
reduce hospitalizations, 
protect hospital capacity, 
and protect patients at 
high risk of severe health 
outcomes,” Moore said.

This week’s update was 
the first in a month, with 
Moore noting there hadn’t 
been much in the way 
of new developments to 
warrant a briefing.

However, one expert 
said that more messaging 
is needed.

“I think there is a 
little bit of lack of public 
messaging from public 
health leaders, especially 
now when it’s circulating 
quite widely. I think more 
concrete messaging and 
seeing someone who is 
a little more decisive in 
terms of their messaging 
would be probably a lot 
more appreciated by a lot 
of people,” said Todd Cole-
man, an epidemiologist 
and assistant professor at 
Wilfrid Laurier University.

That lack of messaging, 
combined with a lack of 
testing makes it difficult 
to know how serious the 
current wave is, Coleman 
said.

“I would characterize it 
as serious but we’re also 
dealing with a number of 
unknowns. The thing that 
we want to know is how 
many people are protected 

against COVID-19 right 
now,” he explained.

Coleman also said that 
the antivirals are not 
something that could be 
relied on for the entire 
population.

“The availability of it 
right now is quite limited. 
... But if it is used in those 
who are highly vulnera-
ble, then it could be quite 
effective in reducing those 
severe outcomes,” he 
explained.

Coleman said that he 
completely agreed with 
the antiviral push being 
for the people who are 
most at risk, however 
he emphasised that the 
vaccines are what will 
prevent infection.

“So basically if you look 
at it on comparing the two 
antivirals, those antivi-
rals are efficient once 
you’ve gotten infected, 
but vaccines help prevent 
infection altogether,” he 
said.

Waterloo Region 
recently made a second 
booster dose available 
for those aged 60 and 
older, as well as for 
Indigenous residents and 
their non-Indigenous 
household members aged 
18 and older. However, 
the region’s third dose 
percentage remains low 
with about 50 per cent 
of the population having 
received a first booster 
shot.

“There seems to be 
some waning of people’s 
willingness to get the dose. 
I think continued push 
on promoting the efficacy 
and effectiveness of it, and 
really making it widely 
available would allow for 
that. The availability of the 
fourth booster is nowhere 
near the availability of the 
original two dose boosters. 
So that could also affect 
people’s willingness for 
uptake of the booster,” 
Coleman said.

→ FROM 3

PANDEMIC: Region rolling out fourth doses, looking for uptake on boosters

→ FROM 3

GARBAGE: Move is latest push to divert waste to green and blue bins

seen to date both a few 
years back and then now 
in terms of set outs is that, 
for the most part, this 
shouldn’t be too signifi-
cant or too much of a diffi-
culty for the majority of 
households and residents 
across the region,” he said.

While Arsenault 
acknowledged that there 
are some households who 
produce more waste, he 
suggests the change is 
manageable for residents.

“What we’re trying to 
achieve here and the idea 
people might be generat-
ing more waste in general, 
but where does the waste 

go? And what we’ve iden-
tified is if you open up a 
regular garbage bag  these 
days there’s still a fair bit 
of organic waste that can 
go into the green bin and 
recyclable waste that can 
go in the blue boxes,” he 
said.

“So also what we’re 
trying to achieve here is 
instead of stuff going to 
garbage and going to land-
fill where it’s just simply 
being covered over and 
disposed of, let’s put it to 
better use and get it into 
the proper waste material 
stream.”

Based on past experi-
ence, Arsenault said he 

thinks residents will make 
the effort. 

“[In 2017] we went from 
weekly…to biweekly and 
really in a short period of 
time it was realized that 
it was manageable by 
the vast majority of the 
population. Our job and 
what we strive to do is 
assist those that are maybe 
having some difficulties 
getting to that bag limit  
and help them get there,” 
he added.

Although there has 
been some concern that 
residents will be paying 
for less service when 
the reduction happens 
in October – Arsenault 

admits it could be viewed 
that way – it is about diver-
sion of garbage from the 
landfill, not reduction of 
service, he argued.

“I think what we’re 
trying to suggest is that 
what I put out to the curb 
a month ago versus two 
months from now will be 
the same. Unless I really 
change my behaviors, 
quite a bit will be the same 
sort of mix of materials. 
So all we’re saying is, 
it’s simply moving that 
material from one area 
to another, and it’s still 
collected and still dealt 
with under the existing 
processes,” he explained.

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

THE REGION’S HIGH 
SCHOOL GYMS are now 
open for community 
bookings again, and 
more school facilities will 
be available in coming 
weeks.

The Waterloo Region 
District School Board last 
week  announced they are 
cautiously reopening facil-
ities for use by the public.  

The reopening is in four 
phases, beginning with 
allowing secondary school 
gyms to be booked during 
the weekends in phase 

Board reopening facilities to the public, beginning with high school gyms
one, which began the first 
week of April. Spectators 
are not allowed.

This will be followed 
by opening elementary 
school gyms on the week-
ends in phase two, then 
weeknight use of all gyms 
in phase three.

Finally, weeknight and 
weekend use of all other 
spaces in schools like 
classrooms and libraries 
will follow in phase four.

“Staffing additional 
hours of operation are a 
concern,” said Matthew 
Gerard, superintendent, 
business services and 
treasurer of the board, in 

an email.
“We need to take a 

cautious and phased 
approach to reopening 
our community use of 
schools.”

The announcement 
noted that this phased 
plan could change due to 
provincial guidelines.

Community members 
can book the school facili-
ties via the school board’s 
usual online booking 
process.

Groups that are already 
in the school board’s book-
ing system with permits 
previously submitted and 
groups that had spaces 
and times they held in the 
previous school year will 
have priority, says Gerard.

There are still spaces 
available for others to book 
as some groups found 
other ways to host their 
events, leaving cancella-
tion spaces.

The school board will 
monitor public health 
status provincially and 

regionally and consult 
with public health and 
community partners 

during this phased 
re-opening, according to 
the announcement.

The gyms at high schools will be available again for bookings by the public. Leah Gerber
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EXTRA SIDES
Coleslaw 1.25
Potato Salad 2.25
Basket of Fries 5.50

ADD-ONS 
Pretzel 3.00
Apple Strudel 3.00

Applicable taxes are extra.

519-742-7979

April 15, 2022
1 1 AM – 7 PM

TAKEOUT

IN PERSON DINING 
RESERVATION ONLY

Limited same day 
orders available 
(walk-in/call in) 

Call 

HOUSE SPECIAL 
House beer-battered haddock with fries or potato salad, coleslaw and tartar sauce

1-PC MEAL    15.95
2-PC MEAL     18.95

PAN FRIED SPECIAL 18.95
2-pc of seasoned pan fried haddock 
with fries or potato salad, coleslaw and tartar sauce

VEGETARIAN SPECIAL 15.00
Vegetarian chicken tenders with fries or potato salad and coleslaw

KID’S COMBO 8.85
Fishy sticks, fries, veggie sticks and juice

SCHNITZEL ON A BUN    8.50
with sauerkraut

APRIL 5

3:41 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police continue 
to investigate a collision 
between a black Mazda 3 
and a horse-drawn buggy 
that occurred on Manser 
Road between Perth Line 
and Deborah Glaser Line 
in Wellesley Township. 
The driver of the buggy, a 
39-year-old Perth County 
woman, was airlifted to an 
out-of-region hospital with 
serious life-threatening 
injuries. The buggy passen-
gers, a 3-year-old male and 
a 17-year-old female, both 
from Perth County, were 
transported to a local hospi-
tal with non-life-threatening 
injuries. The driver of the 
Mazda, a 60-year-old Elgin 
County man, reported no 
physical injuries. The inves-
tigation is ongoing.  Anyone 
who witnessed the inci-
dent, or has information in 
connection to the incident, 
is asked to contact police 
at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Police have charged 
two Kitchener residents 
under the Provincial 
Animal Welfare Services 
(PAWS) Act after an 
investigation in Kitchener.

On March 28, officers 
from Waterloo Regional 
Police’s Neighbourhood 
Policing Central Division 
began an animal cruelty 
investigation in conjunc-
tion with inspectors from 

Police charge pair under provincial Animal Welfare Services Act
Provincial Animal Welfare 
Services.

A member of the 
community had located a 
tied-up garbage bag with 
four live kittens inside it 
while out for a walk in the 
Southdale neighbourhood 
of Kitchener. The commu-
nity member contacted 
police and brought 
the animals home and 
provided care for them 

for a short time until the 
Humane Society of Kitch-
ener Waterloo and Strat-
ford Perth responded.

On April 9, as a result 
of the investigation by 
WRPS and Provincial 
Animal Welfare Services, 
two Kitchener residents, 
a 37-year-old woman and 
a 41-year-old man, were 
charged under the PAWS 
Act with causing distress 

and permitting distress to 
an animal.

The kittens remain in 
the care of the Humane 
Society and are reported 
to be in good health.

Members of the public 
are reminded that if they 
witness animal cruelty, to 
contact police at 519-570-
9777 or Provincial Animal 
Welfare Services at 
1-833-926-4625.

APRIL 6

10:10 AM | An unknown 
subject entered a busi-
ness located in the area 
of Weber Street North 
and Farmers Market Road 
in the Township of Wool-
wich. The subject selected 
merchandise from the 
store and left without 
paying for the items. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police or 
Crime Stoppers.

2:00 PM | Wellington 
County OPP discovered 
a vehicle in a ditch on 
Wellington Road 109, 
Teviotdale. As a result 
of an investigation, a 
43-year-old Minto Town-
ship woman was charged 
with ‘impaired operation’ 
and ‘impaired operation - 
80 plus (mgs of alcohol in 
100mL of blood).’

APRIL 8

1:06 AM | A fire call 
brought emergency crews 
to Moser Young Road and 

Lawson Line in Wellesley 
Township. Upon arrival, 
police discovered what 
appeared to be a small 
wooden skid set on fire. 
Wellesley Fire attended 
and extinguished the fire. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police or 
Crime Stoppers.

4:00 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police are inves-
tigating a hit-and-run 
collision at a business 
on Erbs Road in Wilmot 
Township. An employee 
observed a vehicle parked 
at the rear of the business 
and two males standing 
outside the vehicle. The 
employee approached the 
men, who rushed to their 
vehicle and attempted 
to flee. The suspects 
crashed their vehicle into 
the employee’s vehicle 
before taking off from 
the area. The suspect 
vehicle is described as 
a grey Chevrolet Cava-
lier. The investigation is 
ongoing. Anyone with 
information regarding 

this incident is encour-
aged to contact police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. 

APRIL 10

12:53AM  | Police 
responded to a report of 
a vehicle travelling west 
on Bloomingdale Road in 
the Township of Wool-
wich near Daniel Street 
when a deer entered the 
roadway and was struck 
by the vehicle. The deer 
was killed as a result of 
the collision. The driver of 
the vehicle did not report 
any physical injuries.

2:20 PM | Police received 
a report of a break and 
enter at a business in the 
area of South Field Drive 
in Elmira. At 7:30 a.m. that 
day, an unknown suspect 
cut the locks of two sea 
cans located at the busi-
ness but did not enter the 
cans. Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to call 
police or Crime Stoppers.

Woolwich firefighters were called to the Home Hardware headquarters in St. Jacobs Tuesday about 4:15 p.m. after a fire was discov-
ered in a dumpster on the east side of the building. The fire was quickly extinguished, and there were no injuries. The cause remains 
unknown. Leah Gerber
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2022 Registration

DIVISIONS AGES RATES GAME NIGHT*

T-Ball Division.................................(2017, 2018).................$90 .........................Wednesday
Minor Rookie Division......................(2016, 2015)................$100 .......................... Monday
Major Rookie Division ......................(2014, 2013)................$100 .......................... Tuesday
Junior Division................................(2012, 2011)................$100 ......................... Thursday
Senior Division........................... (2010, 2009, 2008) ...........$100 ......................... Thursday

Registration Deadline:
April 30, 2022

South Woolwich Minor Baseball Co-Ed House League

April 30, 2022April 30, 2022
Season set to
begin week 
of May 15

*Weather Permitting

Please visit

to register or for more information
www.woolwichbaseball.com

*Game nights are subject to diamond availability

For more information please contact: woolwichbaseball@gmail.com 

Be�er feet, 
be�er you! 
FootCare Clinic in Elmira at the 
Clock Tower starting in May 2022.

For appointments call/text at 
519-722-2976 or get details at
www.gabisfootcare.ca.

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Ham or Fish includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Apr 16

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Apr 20-23

Tereyaki Chicken or Hot Beef includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

SINCE THE FIRST CASE 
OF the H5N1 strain of 
avian was detected in 
Canada last December, a 
total of 260,000 birds have 
either died from the virus 
or have been depopulated.

Some 84,000 of those 
have been in Ontario, 
according to Craig Price, 
the national incident 
manager for the Canada 
Food Inspection Agency’s 
avian influenza response.

“We currently have 19 
active outbreaks,” said 
Price during a media 
briefing on Monday. This 
brings the total number of 
outbreaks of this strain in 
Canada to 25. 

“This is an unprece-
dented year for avian 
influenza globally. We 
have seen significant and 
sustained spread across 
Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
North America,” said 
Canada’s chief veterinary 
officer, Mary Jane Ireland, 
at the briefing. 

“Bird owners, especially 
poultry farmers across 
the world, are feeling the 
impacts and stress of avian 
influenza infections and 
international authori-
ties are urging voters to 
strengthen insecurity 
practices to limit the 
chances of transmission,” 
Ireland said. 

H5N1 has now spread to 
Alberta with six infected 
flocks in that province. 
There is also one control 
zone which requires 

Bird-flu outbreaks are keeping officials 
hopping countrywide just now

special permits for trans-
fer of poultry products. 

While it is mostly poul-
try farms that are at risk, 
all bird owners are asked 
to look for signs.

“Things like lack of 
energy, movement or 
appetite, decreased egg 
production, swelling 
around the head, neck and 
eyes, coughing, gasping 
for air, sneezing, nervous 
signs, tremors or lack of 
coordination, diarrhea or 
sudden death are all signs 
that people should look 
for with respect to avian 
influenza in our domestic 
birds,” Ireland said.

Bird owners are asked to 
report suspected signs of 
virus even if they are not 
sure. There are a number 
of day-to-day measures 
small flock owners can 
undertake to protect their 
birds, Ireland said. 

“The first is to prevent 

contact with wild birds 
and other animals. Clean 
up spilled feed and litter, 
keep feed in sealed water-
proof containers to avoid it 
from attracting wild birds 
and becoming contami-
nated. The virus can live 
on surfaces like litter and 
soils. Thoroughly clean 
barns cages, egg trays, 
gardening tools, feed and 
water containers and don’t 
share your equipment 
with other bird owners,” 
she said.

While the CFIA provides 
support once a case is 
detected, according to 
Lisa Bishop-Spencer, 
communications director 
for Chicken Farmers of 
Canada, it is up to the farm-
ers to take on measures to 
prevent the virus spreading 
to their farms.

“The farmers already 
have their biosecurity 
that they have to follow 

anyway, and they know 
that around this time of 
year they have to follow 
extra measures. And if 
they’re in a zone where 
there is a case, they’re 
going to step that up,” 
Bishop-Spence said in an 
interview Tuesday

During the CFIA brief-
ing, Donald Boucher, 
director general of sector 
development and analysis 
directorate for Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada, 
said they are monitoring 
the impact the outbreak 
could have on the industry 
supply chain. 

“In terms of impact, it 
is still an evolving situa-
tion. ... Definitely if you 
look at food security, food 
prices and inflation is top 
of mind for Canadians. 
So all poultry and egg 
production in our supply 
is managed and there are 
mechanisms in place that 
our monitoring boards 
can deploy to give them 
the flexibility to adjust the 
kind of disruption that 
we are talking about,” 
Boucher said.

Food prices are driven 
by a number of factors, 
Boucher added. 
“We are not in the posi-
tion right now to make a 
linkage between what’s 
happening right now on 
the influence of input 
prices. But definitely we 
are seeing that there are 
adjustments being made 
by the industry to ensure 
that that we continue to 
maintain a satisfactory 
level of production.”

as part of a new construc-
tion project approved by 
the province.

The funding was 
announced April 8 by 
Kitchener-Conestoga MPP 
Mike Harris.

“These new and redevel-
oped beds and increased 
funding for staffing alloca-
tions will allow homes in 
our community to hire and 
retain more staff,” he said 
in a statement.

Overall, the province 
is investing $4.9 billion 
over four years to boost 
direct resident care to an 
average of four hours daily 
by increasing care staff by 
more than 27,000 people.

Seniors entering long-
term care today are older 
and have more complex 
medical needs than they 
did just a decade ago. The 
level of care residents need 
has increased dramati-
cally, but the amount of 
care they receive each day 
has not, the province says 
of the impetus for the new 
funding.

The increased financial 
support was welcome 
news for operators of long-
term care facilities.

“We’ve already been 
able to increase our staff-
ing. We’ve added staff in 
every area, so it really does 
have a positive impact 
on our residents,” said 
Catherine Schalk, execu-
tive director of Barnswal-
low Place, of the funding 
provided to the Elmira 
facility.

The sector already had 
staffing problems prior 
to the pandemic, and the 

→ FROM 3

LONG TERM CARE: Staffing bumps 
aim to help with provincial targets

situation only got worse 
during the COVID-19 
crisis. The new funding 
will help get long-term 
care homes back on a 
better footing, she added.

“We are very pleased 
to receive this funding 
from the province as well 
as the allocation of new 
and upgraded beds for 
Elmira Long Term Care 
Residence. Addressing the 
need to increase staffing 
and hours of direct care for 
residents is an important 
step to enhancing long 
term care right across the 
province. Seniors deserve 
the highest quality of care, 
and we extend our thanks 
to the Ontario Govern-
ment for its support and 
service to seniors,” said 
Sharon Ranalli, Chartwell 
vice-president of market-
ing and communications, 
in an email. Provincial 
funding provided for 176 
new and 48 redeveloping 
beds at the facility.

In this fiscal year, the 
province has allocated 
$200 million to train up to 
16,200 additional personal 
support workers through 
publicly-assisted colleges, 
private career colleges and 
district school boards. 

Locally, Schalk noted 
Barnswallow Place has a 
relationship with Cones-
toga College whereby 
students do internships at 
the Elmira location.

“We have had very good 
success with Conestoga 
College, providing hours 
for students. Then usually 
we’re able to hire them 
once they finish their 
program,” she explained.

Officials are busy trying to keep pace with outbreaks.
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“The pandemic has caused 
the operators to fall 
behind since during the 
stay at home periods they 
were not able to recruit or 
train.”

→ FROM 1

BUSING: Companies are looking for more drivers

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

ONE SUNNY SPRING 
DAY LAST week Calvin 
Knarr was busy moving 
chainsaws, lawn mowers, 
pressure washers and 
other lawn and garden 
tools from the inside of 
his new-to-him repair 
shop and arranging them 
outside in front of the 
garage door.

His friends and family, 
along with Mapleton 
Township Mayor Gregg 
Davidson, sauntered up 
expectantly to chat and 
make jokes at Knarr’s 
expense. Homemade 
cookies and coffee were 
ready.

The occasion was the 
ribbon-cutting at Knarr’s 

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

GIVING A BOOST TO 
LOCAL democracy – 
more candidates seeking 
election and higher voter 
turnout – is the impetus of 
the ‘Run for Office’ event 
being presented April 
21 by Woolwich Healthy 
Communities (WHC).

The idea is to counter 
downward trends when it 
comes to choice of candi-
dates and voter engage-
ment in the region’s rural 
townships, says WHC 
chair Inga Rinne.

“The  Healthy Commu-
nities group was talking 
about the upcoming 
elections and bemoaning 
the fact that so often in the 
past, particularly in the 
townships but not exclu-

WHC event looks to boost number of candidates running in local elections
sively, you have acclama-
tions. That didn’t seem 
to make for particularly 
engaged communities. 
Nor did it provide for 
much in the way of lively 
discussion about options 
for our local communi-
ties,” she explained. 

“We thought, ‘well, 
besides bemoaning the 
math, what can we do 
about it?’”

Discussions with other 
community groups 
quickly revealed that while 
there’s plenty of interest in 
political goings-on, there’s 
more than a little reluc-
tance to get involved by 
standing for office.

Thus was born the Run 
for Office event that will 
draw on the experiences 
of municipal politicians 
past and present to explain 

to prospective candidates 
what they can expect in 
opting to seek public office. 
There will also be presen-
tations by former Alberta 
MLA and community 
promoter Doug Griffiths 
and University of Calgary 
political scientist Jack 
Lucas, who is the project 
director of the Canadian 
Municipal Barometer, an 
annual survey of municipal 
politicians from across the 
country.

Local politicians taking 
part include Rod Rolleman 
of North Dumfries Town-
ship, Shelley Wagner of 
Wellesley, Angie Hallman 
of Wilmot and Patrick 
Merlihan of Woolwich. 
Former Region of Waterloo 
chair Ken Seiling, who 
served as a councillor and 
mayor in Woolwich prior 

to his long stint at the 
region, will also be offer-
ing up advice to prospec-
tive candidates.

“My advice  to them is 
you should know your 
community, you should be 
involved in the commu-
nity,” said Seiling of a good 
starting point for someone 
looking to run for local 
public office. “You should 
be prepared to spend 
time.” 

He notes that while 
many people get into 
local politics based on an 
issue that’s piqued their 
interest, newly elected 
politicians quickly realize 
that they have to tackle a 
wide range of topics, and 
are charged with making 
decisions in the public 
interest.

“You have to recognize 
that there are many sides 
of many issues, and that 
at the end of the day, it’s 
what’s good for everybody 

that counts. If you feel that 
you can improve the life of 
residents in the commu-
nity, then that’s a place for 
you to go,” said Seiling of 
joining municipal council.

In his own case, it was 
an interest in recreation 
– specifically a push to 
rehabilitate the old Elmira 
arena –that got him into 
municipal governance. 

“I was on the recreation 
committee, and I realized 
the way it was structured 
back in the ’70s was that, 
although there were lay 
members on the commit-
tee along with councillors,  
the ones who carried the 
weight were the elected 
people. So if I wanted to 
move that agenda, which 
was actually the rebuild-
ing of the arena at that 
time, I really had to get 
involved politically,” he 
explained.

The experiences of 
people like Seiling will 

be helpful in providing 
advice to those thinking of 
running for office, either 
in this year’s municipal 
vote on October 24 or in 
the future, said Rinne, 
adding people don’t really 
know what the job entails.

“I think that’s an issue 
for people, who say ‘I have 
a full time job, how can I 
possibly be a councillor?’ 
So sitting councillors are 
there to talk about how 
much time does this actu-
ally take and how much 
of an effort is needed to 
go into this. To have the 
opportunity to speak 
directly to people who 
have that lived experience 
is, we hope, something 
people find worthwhile,” 
she said.

For more information 
or to register for the event, 
visit the Woolwich Healthy 
Communities website, 
www.healthywoolwich.
org/runforoffice.

Additionally, recruiting 
and retaining drivers has 
been more difficult than 
normal because of the 
higher risk involved in the 
work, he said.

Anyone who is a safe 

driver, likes children, wants 
to contribute to the commu-
nity and earn supplemental 
income is encouraged to 
apply to school bus compa-
nies who are seeking drivers, 
says Bourgault. 

Ribbon-cutting makes it official at 
Drayton’s A.C.G. Small Engine Repair

new shop, A.C.G. Small 
Engine Repair, in down-
town Drayton.

He bought the building 
at 10 Main St. E. that’s 
home to a car lot and a 
shop. Knarr already runs 
Alva Cherrey’s Garage as 
well as a car lot.

“We were going to sell 
cars, and the building 
itself had a showroom in 
it and a repair facility that 
was not being utilized to 
its full potential,” said 
Knarr. “So we started up 
a small engine repair in 
this building to utilize its 
potential.”

This comes just as the 
town’s previous small 
engine repair shop owner 
decided to retire, said 
Knarr.  Another one in 
Listowel had also just 

closed, so his new shop 
comes when the commu-
nity needs it.

Knarr said he hired 
a small engine repair 
technician, and will also 
be helping out with the 
repairs himself. Since the 
community would have 
been missing a place to go 
for small engine repairs, 
he expects his customers 
would have come to him 
for help anyway. Now he 
is prepared to help them, 
he says.

“It’s not about me, the 
individual,” said Knarr. 
“It’s about the team we 
have working behind us 
and obviously meeting 
the community’s needs. 
That’s what we’d like to 
focus on moving forward. 
That’s what we like to do.”

Calvin Knarr had plenty of people out last Friday to support the launch of his newest venture, A.C.G. 
Small Engine Repair in Drayton. Leah Gerber
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “If the Ford government really wanted to 
address the inequality between men and 
women in this province, they would start 
by removing legislation that blocks it.”
Ontario Green Party leader Mike Schreiner calls on the 
government to reinstate the Pay Transparency Act and 
repeal Bill 124.

Looking at wages across all industries, 
64% of Canadian workers have experi-
enced real wage losses over the past two 
years, after adjusting for inflation. That’s 
contrary to suggestions that workers’ rising 
wages are contributing to rising inflation.
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives

Verbatim The Monitor

The background noise of life goes largely unnoticed 
these days – save for those rare moments when 
the power goes out and we realize just what quiet 
really is – but the rules exist for a host of other 

noises that intrude on our lives, the result of living in close 
proximity to other human beings. 

Barking dogs and blaring stereos are standard neighbour-
hood issues, compounded at times by the more persistent 
drones of industrial and commercial operations, from the 
ubiquitous transport trucks to gravel pit operations, the latter a 
growing concern in this neck of the woods.

That’s something with which the townships are always 
grappling. Right now, Woolwich officials are looking at revi-
sions that ostensibly aim to make enforcement easier, though 
it’s never as simple as that. In this case, St. Jacobs residents see 
in proposed changes to the noise bylaw threats to the nature 
of their peaceful village. With shifts in the decades-long order 
of business there – Mercedes Corp., which owned and/or ran 
many of the operations – focused on daytime, family-oriented 
tourism. Since the sale of the company assets, there’s a less 
cohesive strategy. 

The already changing tourism mix took a big hit during the 
pandemic, forcing some of the hospitality businesses to make 
adjustments in order to keep the lights on. As a result, there 
was an increase in noise complaints, the result of more outdoor 
patios, live music and evening hours.

The latest revisions to the bylaw would seem to entrench 
some of those changes, to the chagrin of more than a few resi-
dents.

It’s a concern shared by council, which this week put off a 
decision due to a lack of public consultation. There’s also the 
realization that changes to the noise bylaw are potentially akin 
to changes in the nature of the village, a new direction without 
much in the way of a plan or public input – it’s essentially some 
businesses looking for different options.

The worry stems from the recognition that officials seem 
loath to levy fines – even the inconsequential ones laid out in 
toothless regulations – when there are ongoing disturbances. 

In that climate, residents are right to be skeptical govern-
ment officials will be there to help them. In cases where the 
municipality imposes a (potential) problem on a neighbour-
hood – perhaps the likes of a gravel pit or even a kennel – there 
must be provisions to remedy the decision.

For municipalities, that differs from often meddlesome 
bylaws covering parking and property standards, for instance. 

Few people would take issue with the municipality taking 
action in the case, for instance, of an incessantly barking dog. 
Everyone within earshot would welcome the intervention. The 
same goes for other noise-related complaints – loud parties, 
stereos routinely cranked to 10, homeowners often eager to 
use power tools early in the day or late at night, to name a few. 
These instances are universally disruptive, and are precisely 
why enforcement is necessary: some people just aren’t consid-
erate of their neighbours.

Where there has been some pushback from the public is on 
the prospect of overzealous enforcement against the common 
sounds of living, including the kind of outdoor festivities that 
people enjoy in the summer. Nobody wants a visit from the ‘fun 
police’ bent on quashing the joy out of living, already a threat in 
our over-regulated nanny state.

Think, for instance, of the always problematic municipal 
ticketing schemes, particularly bad with parking. Everyone it 
seems has a story about overzealous enforcement. That’s espe-
cially true in larger cities, where parking is enforced largely as 
a cash grab to, among other things, pay for expensive enforce-
ment regimes. To be sure, busy cities do require some kind 
of order, otherwise people would park inappropriately with 
abandon, and there would be little turnover in available park-
ing spots. But horror stories abound, as do altercations between 
municipal employees and the people they’re supposed to serve.

Residents making noise over 
proposed changes to bylaw

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

French President Emmanuel 
Macron won the first round 

of the presidential election on 
Sunday, but he’s still in trouble. 
He knew he would be. Here’s 
what he said on Saturday.

“Don’t believe the pundits 
and the pollsters who tell you 
that it’s impossible (that the 
far right will win in the second 
round of the election). Look at 
Brexit and so many elections, 
all that seemed improbable 
and yet came to pass. Nothing 
is impossible.”

In fact, it’s not even unlikely. 
Strategies have consequences, 
as Macron is now learning. The 
strategy that made Macron 
president last time (2017) has 
succeeded so well that it may 
cost him the election in the 
second round this time (April 
24).

Macron’s strategy has always 
been to exaggerate the differ-
ence between the centre and 
the rest. If the left was too far 
left and the right was too far 
right, then the politician repre-
senting the centre (him) was 
the only rational choice.

It worked for him in 2017, 
when he waltzed into the presi-
dency with a 66 per cent major-
ity of the vote despite the fact 
that he had never held elective 
office before. Fast forward five 
years, however, and the fantasy 

The French election is 
about to get interesting

ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

has become the fact.
The traditional moderate 

left-wing party, the Socialists, 
has been devoured by Jean-
Luc Mélenchon’s extreme left 
‘La France Insoumise’ (Rebel 
France), which advocates with-
drawal from NATO and also, 
in effect, from the European 
Union.

The Socialists only got 4.8 
per cent in the first round 
of voting on Sunday, which 
means they don’t even get their 
election expenses reimbursed. 
The party may actually declare 
bankruptcy and disappear.

The traditional centre-right 
party, the Republicans, is 
suffering exactly the same fate. 
It too has fallen short of the five 
per cent threshold and may 
go broke. Its place as stan-
dard-holder of the right has 
been taken by Marine Le Pen’s 
National Rally, which remains 
ultra-nationalist, racist and 
anti-immigrant despite a 
cosmetic make-over that 
downplays its uglier policies.

Le Pen also benefited from 
the fact that an even hard-
er-right candidate, xenopho-
bic television pundit Éric 

Zemmour, made her look 
moderate, if only by compar-
ison. She will inherit all his 
votes in the second round of 
voting, naturally, but Macron’s 
problem is that she may also 
inherit some of Melenchon’s 
hard-left supporters on April 
24.

That sounds crazy, but it’s 
Macron’s own fault. By occu-
pying so much of the centre 
ground and driving the moder-
ate parties of the centre-left 
and centre-right to extinction, 
he left all those who wanted 
something more than his prag-
matic, unexciting centrism no 
options except the extremes. 
And the two extremes have 
some things in common.

They have a shared hostility 
to the European Union, for 
example, and most left-wing 
voters can remember that 
even though Le Pen has been 
down-playing it recently. They 
both have a strong populist 
tone: Le Pen may be a woman 
of the right, but she’s promis-
ing that people under 30 won’t 
have to pay income tax, and 
everybody can retire on full 
pension at 60.

Fully half of France’s voting 
population has just voted 
for extremist parties, and 
according to the polls Le Pen is 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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STEVE  
KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

New voices would bring greater choice to municipal elections

in the townships, where 
even small decisions can 
have a noticeable impact. 
Because that’s the case, it’s 
even more important to 
have community-minded 
people at the helm, those 
with the drive to enhance 
the quality of life here.

That requires candi-
dates who are willing to 
act in the interests of the 
public. That seems self-ev-
ident, but in Woolwich 
particularly that’s far too 
often not the case. As with 
the bureaucrats to which 
councillors often defer, the 
elected officials conflate 
their interests with those 
of the citizenry. Co-opted 
into the bubble, they take 
on the mindset of the 
public sector employ-
ees whose interests are 
increasingly at odds with 
residents’ needs, partic-

ularly when it comes to 
spending priorities and 
keeping budgets under 
control.

For the system to work 
properly, even municipal 
politics must be like the 
legal system: adversarial. 
When warranted, coun-
cil members must be at 
odds with staff and even 
with each other, as debate 
makes for better repre-
sentation. Unfortunately, 
such democratic and 
accountable action is in 
short supply.

With aging infrastruc-
ture putting mounting 
pressure on budgets at 
the same time as most 
Ontarians face rising costs, 
particularly for housing, 
and stagnating incomes, 
something’s got to give. 
That will require council 
decisions that puts the 
public’s needs ahead 
of administrative and 
program spending that 
serves few if any residents. 
Properly engaged council-

lors will identify cuts and 
stick with doing what’s 
best for residents, bringing 
their own strength to an 
environment that will try 
to co-opt them.

Municipal elections 
have long been plagued by 
low voter turnout. Don’t 
expect this year to be any 
different. And that’s a 
shame, and not only for 
the obvious reasons. Look-
ing ahead, it just might be 
that small local democ-
racies play a big role in 
preserving our way of life.

Small and local are 
already buzzwords in 
farming: we’re catching on 
to the fact food produced 
close to home on family 
farms provides wide-
spread benefits.

In the bigger picture, a 
return to localized activi-
ties and small-scale farm-
ing represent something of 
an antidote to the growth 
mantra that permeates 
our culture – “go big or go 
home” doesn’t benefit us. 

Growth-related issues 
have been on display in 
the townships of late. 
Growth – i.e. development 
– is likely the most divisive 
and galvanizing issue 
in municipal politics. 
Change almost always 
fosters resistance. That’s 
especially true as much of 
the change is not for the 
better.

This is not an isolated 
issue. The entire system 
of government and the 
economy are both predi-
cated on growth. None of 
our politicians at any level 
is talking about reversing 
that trend, even though 
constant growth is by 
definition impossible. Life 
on a finite planet makes 
that clear.

The environmental 
impact of human activity 
is the clearest indicator of 
where growth is a problem. 
We use up non-renewable 
resources and we spew 
pollutants into the air, 
water and soil. That can’t 

go on forever.
Nor can we continue to 

pave over land, especially 
productive farmland, 
in perpetuity. That, of 
course, is one of the argu-
ments made in favour of 
the transit system: the war 
on suburban sprawl.

We live in a society that 
is obsessed by growth 
economics – growth for 
growth’s sake. It’s an 
obsession that no longer 
serves us.

Our current lifestyle has 
a dramatic impact on the 
Earth. We consume at a 
rate beyond sustainability, 
with each of us putting a 
claim on an increasingly 
large chunk of the planet’s 
surface to make possible 
our consumerist tenden-
cies.

While we’ve recognized 
some of the perils, if only 
in little ways, our efforts 
have been largely ineffec-
tive. Yes, we separate our 
trash into various recycla-
ble components. Yes, we 
look at ways to make items 
with fewer materials. Yes, 
we try to get greater fuel 
efficiency out of our vehi-
cles. But the ecological 
damage of extreme growth 
continues because there 
are more of us consuming 
more goods as increas-
ing numbers of products 
come to the market. With 
technology, we see built-in 
obsolescence and rapid 
turnover fuelled by our 
desire for the latest and 
greatest, for instance.

Any movement to 
counter that trend needs 
to take aim at what econ-
omists have long called 
externalities: transferring 
to society the costs of 
production while the prof-
its go to individuals and 
companies. If we’re going 
to change the system, 
we’re going to have to 
move away from that 
practice.

The system depends 
on society – governments 
and citizens – to bear the 

It's goodies for all leading up to the provincial election on June 2.

A call to community 
involvement was 

the cornerstone of Doug 
Griffith’s “Somebody 
Should Do Something” 
presentation in 2019 cour-
tesy of Woolwich Healthy 
Communities. It’s fitting, 
then, that the Calgary-
based author of ‘13 Ways 
to Kill Your Community’ 
who runs a consultancy 
specializing in helping 
communities prosper, 
should be taking part in 
next week’s Run for Office 
event.

With the event, WHC 
is encouraging people to 
step forward and run in 
the municipal elections 
set for October 24 this 
year. Having more people 
involved and contesting 
seats on local councils 
makes for better gover-
nance and better democ-
racy, the organization 
argues.

We’ve certainly seen 
more than a few seats 
filled by acclamation due 
to a lack of competition. 
That’s to be avoided, and 
more choice is always 
better. Whether or not 
you agree the incumbents 
are doing a good job or 
like what the newcom-
ers bring, putting them 
through the trial of a 
widely-contested election 
is a good thing: good for 
voters, good for debate 
and, most of all, good for 
democracy.

I certainly join in WHC’s 
call for public-minded 
citizens in the townships 
to come forward and stand 
for election – the pay’s not 
too great (mayors’ aside), 
the hours erratic, the 
public ungrateful and the 
media coverage scathing, 
but aside from that, it’s 
a great job and a way to 
both shape and serve the 
community where you 
live.

Municipal councils 
do have a great deal of 
influence over the quality 
of life in their communi-
ties. That’s especially true →KANNON 10
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

You can never look back

between my decoys and 
me while I sat still with 
my back against a tree. 
Luckily, that encounter 
happened shortly after 
first light, so my gun was 
uncased. Because of this, I 
was not fearful or nervous. 
There’s something about 
having a loaded 12-gauge 
shotgun in your hands 
that alleviates those senti-
ments. So, I just watched it 
move on and enjoyed the 
show.

Later that morning, 
however, when I began 
hearing twigs snap 
behind me, I did get a 
little nervous – and I have 
been nervous whenever 
twigs snap behind me ever 
since.

This is probably ridic-
ulous. As I said, it’s rare 
to have close encounters 
with a bear when turkey 
hunting and nothing most 
of us should worry about. 

I mean, there are so many 
other things that could 
cause a twig to snap, right? 
And, as a rule, a bear 
wants nothing to do with a 
human.

Nevertheless, every 
time a twig snaps behind 
me, the following occurs.

My mind says, “Don’t 
move. Stay still. That 
could be a turkey trying 
to sneak in from behind 
you.”

Then the little voice in 
my head whispers, “On the 
other hand, it could be a 
big predatory bear…”

My mind typically 
responds with “It’s proba-
bly a turkey. For the love of 
God, don’t move.”

And the little voice 
says, “Sure, it’s probably 
a turkey…though it seems 
pretty loud for a turkey. Is 
your will up to date?”

Then my mind answers, 
“If it’s not a turkey, it’s 
probably a deer, grouse, 
moose, racoon, squirrel, 
porcupine, fox, coyote or 
hare. Heck, remember 
that opening day when a 

pair of wood ducks walked 
past you?”

Then the little voice 
says (this time a little bit 
louder), “Or it could be a 
bear… A big hungry bear. 
They’re ravenous after 
hibernation. Maybe you 
should turn your head 
slowly and have a look. It 
could be your last.”

That conversation 
continues until the twig 
snapping ceases. And I 
will not yet have moved.

That’s when my brain 
notes, “Whatever it is has 
gone away.”

Then the little voice 
says, “Or maybe it’s just 
ready to pounce. Hey, I 
know you don’t believe in 
all the cougar stories, but 
what if there’s something 
to them?”

I will then turn quickly 
to see a red squirrel, who 
proceeds to give me crap. 

And feeling kind of 
stupid, I snicker. Then, 
I’ll turn back to face my 
decoys just in time to see a 
big gobbler U-turn quickly 
and sprint over the rise.

One of the biggest 
conundrums for any 

turkey hunter is deciding 
whether or not to turn to 
have a look when a twig 
snaps behind you.

In a perfect world, you 
should sit still, remain 
silent, and not twitch a 
muscle. You should then 
wait until whatever is 
snapping the twigs comes 
around into your line of 
sight. Then, if it is a legal 
turkey, you can decide 
whether or not to shoot. 
And, if it is a bear, you can 
make the decision as to 
whether you need to soil 
your pants retroactively. 

Of course, encountering 
bears during a turkey hunt 
is a rarity for most of us.

In the many years I have 
turkey hunted, I have had 
only one experience in 
which a bear was within a 
few yards of me.

But it was quite an expe-
rience. 

That bear was big and 
seemed even bigger since I 
was sitting on the ground. 
Eventually, it walked 

The 1997 James Cameron 
movie Titanic was based on 
the real life story of Jack 
Dawson and Rose DeWitt 
Bukater. The story originated 
from recovered copies of the 
Atlantic Daily Bulletin which 
was printed on board and 
included society gossip and 
the day’s menu.

Eight workers were killed 
building the $1.5 million 
Titanic in a Belfast shipyard 
including a shipwright on the 
day of the launch on May 31, 
1911.

A scheduled lifeboat drill was 
called off on April 14th, the 
same evening the Titanic 
would take 2 hours and 40 
minutes to sink. The 
speculation was that Captain 
Edward Smith wished to 
deliver a final Sunday service 
before his retirement instead.

 ↆ LAST WEEK:  
Truth: According to nationaldaycalendar.com both unicorn day and 
alcohol screening day share the April 9th day to celebrate. 
 
Truth: As of August 2021 there are 803 “unicorn” companies including 
ByteDance, SpaceX and Stripe as the top 3. 
 
Lie: Unicorns are mythical creatures that date back centuries and 
are not real. Scotland has taken a shining to unicorns and did adopt 
them as their national animal and they also adorn the Scottish Coat of 
Arms. The museum in Edinburgh is as real and alive as the unicorns 
themselves. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

heading into the run-off 
still holding most of those 
votes. The latest numbers 
say Macron 51 per cent, Le 
Pen 49 per cent, which is 
effectively neck-and-neck.

This does not bode well 
for Macron, especially 
because it has always been 
hard for French presidents 
to win a second term. And 
while the other losing 
parties told their support-
ers to back Macron in the 
second round, Mélenchon 
just told his supporters 

“You must not give a 
single vote to Marine 
Le Pen.” [But you could 
abstain, if you like.]

Despite COVID, France 
is actually in good shape 
after five years of Macron. 
Investment is up, inflation 
is low, jobs are plentiful, 
the country is even open-
ing more factories than 
it closes. But the French 
do not feel good about 
their lot, and Le Pen could 
actually win. If she does, a 
great deal will change, and 
not just in France.

The new-found unity 
of ‘The West’ in the face 
of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine will vanish: 
Le Pen’s campaign 
pamphlets feature a 
picture of her with 
Vladimir Putin, another 
hard-right icon. She has 
stopped talking aloud 
about ‘Frexit’, but it’s still 
there in the background 
somewhere, as is the 
anti-immigrant racism 
her party has always 
peddled.

She is much more than 

→ FROM 8 Donald Trump in a skirt. 
She is far more intelligent 
than he is, and not at all 
corrupt. She is racist and 
Islamophobic, but much 
better at dog-whistling 
her true convictions. If the 
League of Authoritarian 
Leaders ever needs an 
honorary president, she 
would be the best candi-
date for the job.

Despite all this, I think 
Macron will win, because 
the French aren’t fools. 
But it may be a near-run 
thing.

DYER:  It may be touch and go, but the French won’t do anything too foolish

cost of the infrastructure, 
both hard and soft, with-
out which corporations 
couldn’t operate. Forced 
to take that into consider-
ation when making busi-
ness decisions, companies 
would likely take a differ-
ent tack, one more local, 
decentralized and human 

→ FROM 9

KANNON:  Wider slate of candidates, more engagement improves the odds of getting an outcome that serves the public

in scale.
While the problem is 

systemic, the issues of 
growth and quality of life 
should be at play in the 
municipal elections later 
this year. Voting for those 
espousing something 
other than the status quo 
is a start.

Perhaps it’s time for 

some policy-driven agen-
das, for something that 
will inject interest into 
municipal politics. Maybe 
then we’ll get some poli-
ticians prepared to define 
the real priorities and to 
make the adjustments 
needed to bring spending 
in line while delivering 
on those basic quality of 

life issues most of us are 
concerned with.

That would help restore 
legitimacy of govern-
ment in general. There’s 
been a gradual erosion 
of the overall respect for 
democratic and active 
government because our 
politicians have lobbed 
up too many easy targets. 

Every time they fall down 
on the job – and there are 
many ‘every times’ – they 
provide ammunition 
to those who would see 
the entire system pulled 
down.

That’s why a back-to-
basics approach appeals 
to so many of us: intrin-
sically, we know govern-

ment is getting too big, 
too wasteful and too 
unaccountable. Leaders 
who actually get us back 
on track – as opposed to 
talking the talk simply 
to get elected – will be 
doing us a much larger 
favour than leaving us 
stuck on the same dead-
end track.

Post an ad. Pay for it. 
Make your next hire.
Hire local with the power of print and online.
Book a print job listing: 519-669-5790 ext104

jobs.observerxtra.com
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stoking the economic engines.
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BusinessBusiness The Grand River Agricultural Society 
launched the Rapid Response for Busi-
ness Development (RRBD) initiative, which 
will provide up to $10,000 to support 
Ontario-based, agriculture, agri-food, 
agri-products and clean-tech businesses.
www. grandriveragsociety.com

St.Jacobs-based Home Hardware Stores 
Ltd. was named a Top Fleet Employer by 
Trucking HR Canada for the ninth consec-
utive year, with “distinction” status for the 
fifth consecutive year. The national home 
improvement retailer has approximately 150 
tractors and 600 trailers travelling 20 million 
kilometres per year. 

Ag. society initiative On the road Home

Farmers needing a 
morale boost this busy 

planting season would do 
well to check the latest poll 
showing Canadians are 
huge fans.

On Tuesday, Grassroots 
Public Affairs released 
survey results showing 
that a whopping 92 per 
cent of Canadians remain 
extremely confident in 
food grown or produced in 
this country.

I’m sure farmers don’t 
always feel that kind of 
love, but in this poll, the 
numbers show it. 

For individual commod-
ities, almost three-quar-
ters said they were more 
likely to buy beef, pork, 
poultry and eggs grown or 
produced in Canada, than 
from elsewhere. Dairy, 
milk, cheese and yogurt 
were just a hair behind. 

In fact, all the major 
groups – fruit and vege-
table, fish and seafood, 
breads, cereals and grain – 
were all way out in front of 
similar imported commod-
ities…even though Cana-
dians also expressed 
increased confidence 
in food imported from 
Mexico, South America 
and the Caribbean. It’s not 
an either/or situation here.

Canadians also told 
pollsters they think most 
livestock farmers are 
taking animal rights more 
seriously than in the past. 

That suggests commu-
nication efforts by 

Poll shows public 
support is huge for 

Canadian agriculture

commodity groups and 
farm associations repre-
senting farmers are getting 
through.  

The poll further showed 
that Canadians put agri-
culture among the top 
three sectors that will help 
the economy rebound 
from the pandemic. 

And that’s fascinating 
timing. A few months 
ago, USDA agriculture 
secretary Tom Vilsack 
was stumping through 
the Midwest touting the 
importance of exports to 
his own domestic sector.

He needs to. In some 
circles, there’s a belief that 
exports take away food 
from hungry Americans 
and contribute to food 
insecurity.

It’s not only a discus-
sion in the US. Other 
countries started clawing 
back exports when the 
pandemic hit, and still are. 

The Grassroots poll 
suggests Canadians 
understand that exports 
support resiliency. Export 
sales bring foreign money 
into an economy and help 
build it up. People are not 
hungry because a country 
exports food.

But it’s not all roses. 
Canadians have some food 
issues, mostly related to 

→ ROBERTS 13

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Jenna Morris is the economic development and tourism officer for Woolwich Township. Bill Atwood

Giving hard-hit businesses a hand up

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

WATERLOO REGION’S 
TOURISM INDUSTRY IS 
about to get a huge boost. 
As part of a $68.5 million 
relief package for tour-
ism in southern Ontario, 
the federal government 
has earmarked a total of 
$5 million for Regional 
Tourism Organization 4 
(RT04), which  supports 
the industry in Waterloo, 
Wellington, Huron and 
Perth counties. 

“We’re immensely grate-
ful for this critical support 
for the tourism industry. 
It has been a very hard 
two years for the tourism 

industry. People often say 
the tourism industry was 
the first hit and the hardest 
hit coming through the 
COVID pandemic. And so 
this support will make an 
impact for local tourism 
businesses and organiza-
tions both in the short and 
long term on the road to 
recovery and reimagina-
tion,” said RTO4 executive 
director Andrea Gardi.

With the funds, RTO4 
will provide non-repayable 
loans between $20,000 
to $100,000 for up to 50 
per cent of eligible costs 
for for-profit businesses 
and up to 100 per cent of 
eligible costs for not-for-
profit organizations and 

municipalities. Businesses 
with larger projects apply 
directly with FedDev 
Ontario.

With this week’s launch 
of the application process 
RTO4 hopes to help the 
tourism industry find new 
market opportunities.

“I think there’s a lot 
of opportunities around 
culinary tourism. Around 
Indigenous tourism, I 
think especially with 
COVID, people were really 
excited to explore their 
own backyard specifically 
around being outside 
because that’s where 
people feel the most 
comfortable. So I think 
there’s a big opportunity to → TOURISM GRANTS 13

Federal grants provide $5 million for regional tourism organization that includes 
groups in Waterloo Region and Wellington, Perth and Huron counties

increase new experiences 
or products specifically 
around the outdoors as 
well. So whether that’s 
trails, or other outdoor 
experiences,” Gardi said.

There are a number of 
businesses and organiza-
tions that are eligible to 
receive funding including 
incorporated businesses 
primarily small- and medi-
um-sized not-for-profit 
organizations, cooper-
atives, municipalities, 
municipal development 
corporations and post-sec-
ondary institutions.

The list of eligible 
projects include product 
development, strategic 
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Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
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Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

price. Many say they have 
implemented a number 
of cost-cutting measures 
in the past two years 
around food shopping and 
consumption habits. 

Consider these 
numbers: Seven in 10 
Canadians have opted for 
discount or lower-cost 
food items, one-third more 
than two years ago. Almost 
65 per cent have reduced 
their takeaway or restau-
rant food delivery options, 
a seven per cent drop since 

2020. And there’s been a 25 
per cent increase in Cana-
dians who have purchased 
smaller volumes of food 
than normal.

Grassroots says Cana-
dians see the problem of 
hunger and food insecu-
rity more seriously today 
than ever before. The 
percentage of Canadians 
who called food insecurity 
a very serious problem 
doubled to 33 per cent in 
just a year. And more than 
eight in 10 see hunger 
and food insecurity in 

recovery and master 
planning, downtown core 
revitalization and infra-
structure projects. Projects 
could have been started as 
early as April of last year 
however any funding has 
to be fully spent by the end 
of the year. For profit busi-
nesses are eligible for up to 
50 per cent of the cost of a 
project, while non-profits 
can get the full amount 
funded. Applications are 
open until May 15.

Because business 
owners make their living 
focusing on the day-to-day, 
it is sometimes hard for 
them to think long-term, 
Gardi said.

“I think often people 
know the main issues 
[such as] workforce afford-
able housing and rural 
transportation. And some 
of these issues are quite 
large that can’t be solved 
by just one individual, one 
business, one organiza-
tion. It’s about working 
together to try to solve 
some of these issues,” she 
explained.

Jenna Morris, Wool-

Canada as a serious prob-
lem. That’s a 25 per cent 
increase from 2021.

But overall, Grassroots 
principal and senior 
consultant Peter Seemann 
is bullish on the sector. 
“Few other industries 
are consistently viewed 
as positively,” he says. 
“Canada’s agriculture 
and agri-food sector is 
resilient, and with the 
full support of govern-
ment it stands ready to 
help Canada regain its 
economic stability.”

→FROM 11

ROBERTS: Challenges ahead, but sector is resilient

→FROM 11

TOURISM GRANTS: The majority of businesses in the 
sector are looking for some support, says tourism officer

wich’s economic develop-
ment and tourism officer, 
said the pandemic has 
changed the township’s 
approach to tourism.

“In general, pre-COVID, 
a lot of the work in the 
economic development 
and tourism office was to 
support what was already 
happening, and now it’s 
really bringing the busi-
ness operators together to 
actually support them one 
on one with their business, 
as well as find a way to 
recover. So it’s definitely 
a lot more hands-on than 
it was pre-COVID,” she 
explained. 

Morris recently 
presented Woolwich 
council with a short-term 
(through 2023) tourism 
recovery plan to support 
the industry coming out 
of the pandemic. This 
plan has six areas of 
focus including business 
support, arts and culture, 
culinary and agri-tourism, 
year-round tourism, infra-
structure and marketing 
and brand development. 

However Morris 
acknowledged there are 

some business that don’t 
“want handouts.”

“Some of them are faring 
it on their own and they’re 
finding ways to come 
back. But the majority of 
them I’d say are looking for 
support,” she said.

The funding programs 
are more than simply 
throwing money at the 
problems, Morris added.

“The grants are targeted 
in general to support some 
of the focus areas that 
ambassador groups and 
organizations such as the 
tourism governance board 
of Ontario have decided to 
bring their voices together 
to say, ‘hey, province, or 
‘hey, feds, we need funding 
for this need,’” she said.

Gardi echoed that senti-
ment. 

“I think this is a great 
opportunity for busi-
nesses. I think it will make 
a big difference. Do I think 
it’s all that is needed? No, 
but I think there’s many 
other initiatives that all 
levels of government can 
and should be working on, 
but I think this is a great 
first step.”

The fundraising campaign for the new Wellesley Township Recreation Centre got another boost 
this week with a $250,000 donation from the Wellesley Home Hardware Building Centre, owned by 
Miriam and John Kuepfer and Jamie Kuepfer. On hand for the presentation were Miriam Kuepfer, John 
Kuepfer, Wellesley Mayor Joe Nowak, campaign chair Chris Martin and Jamie Kuepfer. Submitted
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ArtsArts The Stratford Festival this week welcomed 
audiences back to its Festival Theatre with 
the first performance of the Kander and 
Ebb musical Chicago. Set in the Roaring 
Twenties, Chicago tells the story of an 
aspiring chorus girl and a fading vaudeville 
star as they each face trial for murder and 
compete for the services of a shady lawyer.
www.stratfordfestival.ca

Emily MacRobbie of Harriston won Drayton 
Entertainment’s Great Community Talent 
Search. MacRobbie captured the audience’s 
attention with her rendition of “Make You Feel 
My Love.” Simon Zenker of Elmira landed in 
second place with his juggling skills, and 
Malia Dilana Afonso of Leamington came in 
third place with her performance of “Never 
Enough” from The Greatest Showman.

Chicago in Stratford Community talent

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

WITH A FULL SLATE 
OF productions across its 
seven theatres, Drayton 
Entertainment is getting 
set to welcome patrons 
back to live performances 
after a two-year hiatus due 
to the pandemic.

“Pre-pandemic we were 
entertaining over 250,000 
theatregoers,” said artistic 
director and CEO Alex 
Mustakas.

However the theatre 
company is taking a 
somewhat more cautious 
approach to reopening. 
For their shows running 
in May through July 
there are three options 
for attendees to choose 

Drayton Entertainment ramping up to go live again

Having been playing back some of its classics, including Neil Aitchison in Sorry, 
I'm Canadian from the 2008 season, Drayton Entertainment is set to resume live 
shows. Submitted

from. This includes 
shows at full and limited 
capacity (reduced by 33 
per cent) with no proof of 
vaccination required. A 
reduced-capacity show 
with a proof of vaccination 
requirement is also being 
offered.

“It’s going to allow a 
little bit of flexibility 
regarding audience capac-
ity choices as they relate 
to personal comfort levels. 
We want to keep every-
body safe obviously…even 
though the mask mandate 
has been lifted, we’re 
still going to encourage 
people to wear masks in 
the auditorium,” Mustakas 
explained.  

Drayton is thrilled to be 
putting on productions 

again, he added.
“We’ve had seven 

empty theatres around 
the province for two years 
and arts and culture and 
live theatre, along with 
hospitality and tourism 
were the hardest hit 
industries because we’re 
in the gathering business. 
[People] haven’t really 
been able to gather to have 
that communal, in-person 
experience,” Mustakas 
said.

“We know how import-
ant arts and culture 
and live theatre is to a 
balanced community.”

The theatre company 
is offering a wide variety 
of shows, including three 
at the St. Jacobs School-
house Theatre and five 

at the St. Jacobs Country 
Playhouse.

“I think I designed a 
season that will appeal 
to all ages. So there’s a 
good variety of shows 
that our patrons will be 
able to choose from. From 
comedies and musicals 
to dramas to our annual 
holiday panto with the 
Wizard of Oz. There is 
something for everyone,” 
said Mustakas. 

“There’s going to be lots 
of great music and there’s 
going to be lots of comedy, 
and the occasional show 
that will make us think as 
well.”

The upcoming produc-
tion of Mamma Mia in St. 
Jacobs is a lighthearted 
way to welcome people 

back to live theatre, 
Mustakas added. 

“We’re all craving to just 
have two hours to escape 
from the world and have 
fun and laugh and listen to 
great music,” he said.

Director David Connolly 
agreed. 

“We think it’s a perfect 
invitation, a perfect expe-
rience to invite people 
back for the first time that 
we promise a feel good, 
super fun and funny 
dance in the aisles night,” 
Connolly said.

Based on the songs of 
the Swedish pop band 
ABBA the play is centred 
around 20-year-old Sophie 
who is getting set to marry 
her fiancé, Sky. Sophie 
grew up without knowing 

who her father is, so before 
the big day she invites 
three men each of whom 
might be her father in the 
hopes that the real one will 
walk her down the aisle. 

Mamma Mia originally 
performed in London’s 
West End in 1999 and 
was released as a film in 
2008. The stage perfor-
mance has been seen by 
54 million people to date. 
The St. Jacobs production 
of the play will run from 
June 15 to July 9. The full 
cast will be announced at 
a later date. 

“It’s just super fun. A 
great way to return to 
theatre,” said Connolly.

More information can 
be found online at www.
draytonentertainment.com.

Organization releases a slate of productions, looks forward to live theatre after a long pause in programming

www.k imbe r l y r au . c om

SOS Phy s iot he rapy  (Elmira)
3 Wyatt  St . E. , Suite  2
Elmira, ON N3B 2H4

Tel  (519)  669-1212

Woolwich  Phy s iot he rapy
8-25 Indust r ia l  Dr ive
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Tel  (519)  669-2578

Compression Socks
Any style, colour, or size - our Pedorthists provide a professional 

consultation to measure and fit you for your custom and over the counter 
compression sock needs.

Drayton Entertainment ramping up to go live again
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ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted For Sale
W E  A R E  OV E R -
STOCKED WITH A 
35ft Barrier Reef 
Grande fibreglass 
pool. Early summer 
installation. Call Ted 
Sebben at BCI Pools. 
519-588-7300 or 
email: tedsebben@
gmail.com

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Installer
to join our team. In this position you would be working with 

one of our install teams installing high quality custom kitchens 
and stairs. In this position you would be reporting 

to our  Install manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet install experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic 
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. Thank you.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

We are looking for the following 
qualifications in our candidate:

• Grade 12 Diploma or Equivalent
• Must have bookkeeping experience
• Intermediate to advanced knowledge in MS Office 

(Word, Excel, Power Point) is an asset
• Must have working knowledge of QuickBooks/Sage 

50/Simply Accounting
• Must speak English & have strong communication skills 

both written and verbal
• Self-motivated, thrives in small team environment & can 

work cooperatively with others

Call 226.660.0102 for more information, or send resume to 
info@businessassist.ca, website www.businessassist.ca

Bookkeeper, Full-time

Help Wanted

NOW HIRING FULL TIME
ROOF TRUSS ASSEMBLERS

Must be team oriented, ambitious & responsible
No experience required

Mar-Span offers competitive wages, production
bonuses and employee benefits.

Please apply with resume in person
or email resume to marv@marspan.com

We would like to thank all applicants, however
only those selected for interview will be contacted.

7221 Side Rd. 16 Drayton, ON

Help Wanted

Farm equipment operator and general farm 
labourer; operating �rewood processer, 
also truck driver for �rewood business. 
Some shop work included. Being mechani-
cally minded would be an asset, with 
minimum AZ restricted driver’s license. Can 
train for license. Living quarters available.

Full Time and/ or 
Part Time Position 

Call James Gerber 519-274-1984
        Collin Gerber  519-274-1236

No Sunday calls please

On farm by Gadshill, ON 

Help Wanted

In need of licensed, independent, 
and experienced 310T Truck & Coach 
Technicians to join our growing team.

Must have exceptional mechanical 
knowledge, a positive attitude, and a desire to 
continuously learn. Rotating days/afternoon 
shifts OR straight afternoons if preferred. 

Industry + wages. Comprehensive health and 
dental benefits, shift premiums, uniforms and 

annual tool and work boot allowance. 

Please call 519-885-9166
and ask to speak to Kyle, or email us at 

kyle@apextruckandtrailer.ca

Help Wanted

Help Wanted and Word Ads 
Continue and Auctions 

begin on page 16

ENS 

Poultry

Inc.

AZ/DZ 

DRIVER 

Elora, ON 

519-404-2624

For Live Bird Handling

Mostly nights. 

1-3 times a week. 

Looking for semi retired 

driver to respond on 

short notice. 

Days delivery to GTA 

with refrigerated 

straight truck.

Is looking for a 

Part Time or Fill In 

Help Wanted

Position involves customer service in retail hardware and 
building materials environment.
Tasks include, but not limited to, assisting customers 
purchase products, advising purchases, taking orders, and 
quoting small projects.
Candidates must be neat and organized and be able to 
multi-task. Must have computer and organizational skills. 
Experience in lumber and building materials preferred.

Position involves customer service in retail hardware and 

 FULL TIME 
CUSTOMER 

SERVICE 
REP

arnold@marspan.com
EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO

IN DRAYTON

hardware
building centre

MAR-SPAN
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AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

LIVE AUCTION 
SALE 

Of tractors; machinery;  
Kubota side x side; antiques; and 
miscellaneous items to be held at  

1376 Lisbon Rd, Wellesley for  
the estate of Bernard Vollmer on:

SATURDAY APRIL 23 AT 10:00 AM 

TRACTORS AND MACHINERY: White 
2-155 tractor; White 2-62 tractor with 
loader and bucket; 8 prong 5ft bucket and 
4ft hay fork attachment both to be sold 
separate; Cockshutt 550 tractor; Cockshutt 
550 low profile tractor with loader; Duals 
for Cockshutt to be sold separately:  2-62 
16.9x30 and 2-155 18.4x38; Case 1840 skid 
steer with bucket; 8 prong 5ft bucket to be 
sold separate; skid steer 2 prong hay fork 
to be sold separate; scraper blade with 3pt 
hitch; Cockshutt 3 furrow plow 3pth; Horst 
30ft hay wagon; Mckee 3pth dual auger 
snow blower; 3pth cultivator; Hesson 1085 
hay bine; Cockshutt 311 side rake; Cockshutt 
cultivator; Cockshutt 3pth 9ft cultivator; 
Cockshutt 12ft disc; New Idea 3722 manure 
spreader; Cockshutt 3242 3 furrow 3pth plow; 
3 pth 7ft wide scraper blade; Horst dual 
reach wagon frame; set of 3 harrows, set 
of 6 harrows; 14x6’ dual axel homemade car 
trailer; older cattle/horse trailer as is. 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: Kubota RV900 
side x side ATV; Wallenstein BX320S wood 
chipper; Wallenstein model WX540 20 tonne 
wood splitter; Sommer PTO driven generator 
on trailer; White 5hp rear tine rototiller; 
Stihl 039 16” cutbar class 1 chainsaw; Stihl 
036 16” cutbar class 1 chainsaw; Stihl 026 
16” cutbar class 1 chainsaw with case and 
accessories; White 21hp riding lawnmower; 
Lawnboy gas push lawnmower; small front 
tine roto tiller; 10 Tradesman mitre saw; 
King air compressor; small electric mix mill;  
sheets of plywood; Big Red shop creeper 
– new; vaccination crate; 6” Henry vise; 
wooden step ladder; T fence posts; battery 
charger; brace wire; 2 butcher kettles; King 
industrial 5.5 hp 20 gallon model KC-2051H2 
air compressor; dehorners; Gallagher 
electric fencers; 28ft and 20ft Featherlite 
extension ladders; volt meter and smart 
fix fencer accessories; fertilizer spreader; 
Powerfist 550lbs appliance cart; Earthway 
precision model 1001-B garden seeder; B&D 
10” compound saw; crates of hardwood 
firewood; hemlock lumber; and 2 small trailer 
loads of miscellaneous items found on a well 
equipt farm. 
ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES: milk 
can; antique barn scale; anvil; antique corn 
cutting box – J Fleury’s & Son’s Elora; antique 
corn chopper; etc. 
NOTE: 5% buyer’s premium. Cash, Visa, 
Mastercard or debit accepted. 

Auction

A/Z Flatbed Driver
As a growing Landscape Supply and Trucking 
company, we are looking to add an additional 

A/Z driver to our team. $24.00-$27.00 per hour
Main Responsibilities

• 8-10 hour shifts Monday to Friday (Daytime only). 
Overtime is paid

• Local deliveries and pickups of product.
• Self loading and unloading using a Moffat 

(willing to train) 
• Keeping paperwork in order 
• Proper circle checks every morning
• Load security

Qualifications
• Valid A/Z License with good driving record
• Able to communicate written and verbally
• Dependable and Reliable
• Flatbed experience an asset
• Forklift / Moffat experience an asset but will train

Interested applicants please submit resumes in 
person to 30 Dumart place Kitchener

Or by email to information@rmadams.ca

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
Jacob Auctions Ltd. 

519-348-9896

ONLINE 
AUCTION

At 2827 Hutchison Rd.  
(1/2 mile north of Crosshill on the gravel road)

STARTS TO CLOSE MONDAY 
APRIL 18TH AT 5:00 P.M.

INCLUDES:  MF 35 diesel tractor, JD 
riding lawn mowers, 3ph snow blower, 
tandem trailer, antique and other furniture 
including cupboards and good lamp table, 
tools, household goods, toys, farm and 
truck literature, antiques & collectibles.  
Over 900 lots.  
TO BID AND VIEW FULL CATALOGUE 
see jacobauctions.hibid.com 
PICKUP April 19th 9 – 5pm and April 20th  
9 – 12 noon at the Crosshill location. Furniture 
pickup Wednesday only.  

Auction

PART TIME, COMBINED 
RETAIL/OFFICE 

Monday to Friday 11 – 5:30 / 1 Saturday/month
We are looking for someone positive and friendly 
to work with customers and give excellent customer 
service. Must be able to deal with concerns, 
management, billing, inventory, cash transactions 

and product information professionally.

Please apply @ Elmira Vacuum
Call 519-669-8362 to set up 
an interview appointment, 

OR email elmiravacuum@gmail.com
OR visit 9 Church St. E., Elmira

Elmira Vacuum 

Help Wanted

Lorentz Farms Ltd.
Mill operators and night shift loader 

tractor driver/general labourer needed.
 

Some equipment operation required.  
Call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

SEASONAL
HELP WANTED

Help Wanted
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Help Wanted

Help Wanted
Full time kitchen staff and serversFull time kitchen staff and servers

Apply within: 2238 Floradale Rd.  Or call: 519-669-2142

Help Wanted

Millbank Family Furniture has a position 
available for a full time

Delivery Personnel/Truck Driver 
Requires only a "G" class license. Job includes 

the loading & unloading of furniture into trucks & 
delivery to customers. Good customer skills 

required. Benefit package included. 

Drop in resume: 4044 Line 72, Millbank
or fax: 519-595-7107
or email: joe@millbankfamilyfurniture.ca

Only suitable candidates will be interviewed. 

Looking for individuals to help in our growing 
lumber yard, picking orders, loading and 

unloading trucks, and general yard duties. 
Must be team-oriented, ambitious and responsible. 

We provide a safe, professional environment 
and offer competitive wages and benefits.

LOOKING FOR 
FULL TIME 

YARD
HELP

arnold@marspan.com    519-638-3505
EMAIL OR FAX RESUME TO

building centre

Looking for individuals to help in our growing Looking for individuals to help in our growing 

building centrebuilding centre

IN ELMIRA

MAR-SPAN

Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
	 519-669-5790	ext	104	 
 donna@woolwichobserver.com

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Sell it in the Observer

Farm 
Services

FERTILIZER AND 
SEED GRAIN - AT 
competitive	 pric-
ing. Call  George 
Haffner	 Trucking,	 
519-574-4141.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter.	Minimum	15	 ton	
lots.	 Call	 George	
Haffner	 Trucking	
519-574-4141	 or	
519-669-2045.

Wanted
BUYING ALL POCKET 
OR WRIST WATCHES, 
working	or	not.	Omega	
I.W.C.	Bretling,	Rolex,	
Tudor,	Patek,	Univer-
sal,	 Hamilton,	 Ball,	
Howard	 etc,	 espe-
cially	 interested	 in	
vintage,	gold	&	silver	
jewellery	all	coins	&	
bank	notes,	all	group	
of	7	paintings,	scrap	
gold	 &	 sliver	 toys,	
military	 items.	 Call	
Terry	@	242-6900	or	 
gallamore@golden.net,	
fair	 honest	 prices.	
Confidentiality	assured.	
Have	mask,	will	travel.

WA N T E D -  O L D 
C L O C K S ,  O L D 
radios	,	old	brewery	
items	and	trays	such	
as	Kuntz	and	Huether.	
Cash paid.  Cal l 
519-570-6920.

Rentals
TENNIS FACILITY 
PRIVATE CENTER 
court	 quality	 60'	 x	
120'	 tennis	 facility	
available	 for	 hourly	
court	bookings	on	6th	
line in Ariss. Coaches 
looking.	For	more	time	
to	 spend	 with	 their	
best	clients	will	 find	
our	facility	the	perfect	
setting.	 Contact	 us	
at	 info@townline 
tennis.ca	 or	 phone	 
519-501-1101	for	more	
information.

Trades & 
Services

C U S T O M  L AW N 
OVERSEEDING AND 
lawn seeding. Call 
519-503-5641.

LAWN ROLLING - 
RENTAL OR CUSTOM. 
2	machines	available.	
Bomag	 2600	 lb	 or	
Wackerneuson	2000	
lb. Delivery available. 
Call	226-791-0921.

Help Wanted 
and Word Ads 

Continued 
from page 15

100% 
LOCAL
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FREE

Call for details:
519-503-2753

HOME
EVALUATION

Listings Needed!
Thinking of Selling?
Listings Needed!
Thinking of Selling?

ACCREDITED 
SENIORS AGENT

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

KITCHENER  -  Looking for an exceptional 
family home in a great Kitchener 
neighbourhood?  This home offers an open 
concept with a center island in the kitchen 
that opens to the dining and living room.  
Enjoy the living room with a centered gas 
fireplace and custom-built shelving.  
Impressive vaulted ceiling in the family 
room with a large Palladian window makes 
this home so bright and airy. Upstairs 
offers 3 good-sized bedrooms with a 
cheater ensuite bathroom and walk-in 
closet. The basement is awaiting your 
personal style with a laundry room and 
rough-in for a bathroom. Walk out from 
your living room to a large deck and 
fenced-in backyard. Furnace new in 2020 
and Roof in 2017!  With a 1.5 car garage and 
parking for 2 in the driveway, there is lots of 
room for you to enjoy. So many amenities 
and all only minutes away including the 
Sunrise Shopping Center, Schools, Parks, 
the Huron Natural Area, Williamsburg, 
public transportation, and the Expressway. 
Don’t miss out on this opportunity!

$749,000$749,000

The Kings put the Brantford Bandits on the brink Sunday afternoon in Elmira with a 4-0 win. Colin Merlihan

Sugar Kings sweep through Brantford 
in the first round of GOJHL playoffs

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS SWEPT through 
the Bandits, winning 
game four by a score of 6-1 
Tuesday night in Brant-
ford to wrap up the first 
round of the Midwestern 
Conference playoffs.

The deciding game 
was decidedly lopsided, 
the Kings outshooting 
the home side 17-2 in the 
first period and 46-17 
overall. The two goals 
Elmira scored in the 
opening frame proved to 
be enough, though there 
would be more to come.

Luke Eurig got things 
rolling at 8:24, assisted by 
Jaxson Murray and Logan 
Crans. About 10 minutes 
later, he struck again, 
assisted by Murray. It 
was 2-0 heading into the 
intermission.

In the second, power-
play goals from Jackson 
Heron (Liam Eveleigh) 
and Jack O’Donnell 
(Nathaniel Mott) put the 
game well out of reach 
less than six minutes 
in. Crans scored at 
16:02, assisted by Brady 

Brezynskie, before the 
Bandits scored on a power 
play to make it 5-1 after 40 
minutes.

Caleb Cribbin scored 
early in the third for 
Elmira, assisted by 
Jayden Lammel and 
O’Donnell, and the 6-1 
lead would stand the rest 
of the way.

The series opened April 
6 at the WMC with a 3-0 
win, the Kings scoring 
once in each period in a 
game that set the tone for 
what was to come.

Lammel opened the 
scoring in the first with 
a power-play marker 
at 17:11, assists going to 
Murray and Eurig. In the 
second, it was Jack Tos 
who tallied for the Kings, 
assisted by Jack O’Don-
nell and Owen O’Donnell, 
to make it 2-0.

In the third, Brody 
Leblanc, from Eveleigh 
and Brock Reinhart, 
wrapped up the scoring 
at 11:12.

Netminder Daniel 
Botelho stopped 11 shots 
for the shutout, with the 
Kings putting 25 shots on 
goal at the other end of 
the rink. Elmira was 1-5 

on the power play, while 
Brantford was 0-6.

In a series where the 
Kings scored 16 and gave 
up just two, defence was 
definitely a factor.

“The team defence 
has been solid. They’ve 
been solid all year –  our 
statistician told us that 
we set a franchise record 
for goals against, goals 
against average, penalty 
killing goals against – the 
team defence has been 
dependable all year,” said 
head coach Rob Collins.

The goaltenders were a 
little busier during game 
two Saturday night in 
Brantford, as the final 
total was 37-26 in favour 
of the Kings, who skated 
to a 3-1 win.

It was the Bandits 
who opened the scoring, 
potting the lone goal of 
the first period to give the 
home crowd something 
to cheer about. Perhaps 
looking to come out 
strong after the game-one 
loss, Brantford outshot 
the visitors 11-10 in the 
opening frame.

In the second, however, 
the tide started to turn 
on a night that belonged 

to Kurtis Goodwin. The 
forward got Elmira on 
the board in the middle 
frame, scoring a short-
handed goal at 10:32, 
assisted by Leblanc. It 
was 1-1 after 40 minutes.

In the final period, 
Goodwin (Murray, 
Lammel) scored a power-
play goal at 8:48 to put 
Elmira ahead, completing 
the natural hat trick less 
than three minutes later, 
assisted by Eurig and 
Heron. It was 3-1 when 
the buzzer sounded.

Elmira keeper Matthew 
Lunghi stopped 25 shots 
for the win. Elmira was 
1-4 with the extra man, 
while Brantford was 0-6.

As with the first game, 
the home crowd at the 
WMC was treated to 
another shutout victory 
Sunday afternoon, a 4-0 
decision.

Leblanc got things roll-
ing, assisted by Goodwin 
in the only scoring play 
of the opening frame, 
putting the Kings up 
1-0 at 12:43. The second 
period is where the 
action was, however, as 
Murray (Crans, Goodwin) 

ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

H O M E W O R K

Solutions for this week's puzzles.

HARD

EASY

→ KINGS 24

... without blowing your budget.
Source local talent

jobs.observerxtra.com
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with 
residual built in 

Serving KW and 
surrounding area

Thorncreek Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest 
Management 

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Obituary

Death Notice

ALBRECHT, RUTH - Born June 8, 1937, in 
Mornington Township and died April 11, 
2022, at Stratford General Hospital at the 
age of 84 years 10 months 3 days. Ruth 
was a resident of RR#1, Linwood.

WEICHEL, WILLIAM LEWIS "BILL" - Passed 
away peacefully on March 31, 2022 at 
RVH in Barrie, Ontario. Bill was born in 
Elmira in 1931.

Martin, Fanny
Fanny Martin of Badjeros died 
Monday, April 4, 2022. Wife of Amos 
Martin (Badjeros). Daughter of 
Edwin and Esther Martin (Dundalk). 
Daughter-in-law of John and Sarah 
Martin (Badjeros). Sister of George 
and Paul Martin, Angeline (David) 
Martin of Melancthon, Amanda 
(Jonathon) Bowman of Dundalk, 
Sarah (Aaron) Hoover of Dundalk, 
Hannah (Edwin) Hoover of Dundalk 
and Lena at home. Arrangements 
entrusted to McMillan & Jack Funeral 
Home, Dundalk, Ontario.

 ❖ mcmillanandjackfuneralhome.com

Happy 50th  
Anniversary

Mike and Marni Balog 

Love,  
Mike, Krista, Dan, Nicole, Will,  

Rylan, Brody, Cruz, Sage

Anniversary

Sommers, Delores Marie
Peacefully passed away on Wednesday, 
April 6, 2022 at Grand River Hospital, 
Kitchener at the age of 88 years. 
Delores (Petzold) Sommers was the 
beloved wife of the late Bill Sommers 
(December 26, 2014). Dear sister-in-
law of Cindy Petzold of Colborne, 
and Sheila Sommers of London. 
Lovingly remembered by her nieces 
and nephews, Tina Nantais, Timothy 
(Shawna) Petzold all of Kitchener, 
Gary (Jackie) Weppler of Linwood, 
Cathy Sommers and Greg (Dawn) 
Sommers all of London and great-aunt 
to Brittany Hunt, Samantha Nantais 
(David), Cole Petzold, Avery Petzold, 
Jessica Sommers-Wood (Andrew), and 
Ryan Sommers (Julie). Predeceased 
by her parents William and Irene 
(Brighton) Petzold, sister Dorothy 
(Lorne) Weppler, brothers Kenneth 
Petzold and Howard (Margaret) 
Petzold, sister-in-law Yvonne Ashley 
(Bruce), and brother-in-law John 
Sommers. There will be no funeral 
home visitation. A private family 
service was held in the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home chapel, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira, followed by a family 
interment in Memory Gardens, 
Breslau. A public memorial gathering 
to celebrate Delores’ life will be held at 
the Royal Canadian Legion, 11 First St. 
E., Elmira on Saturday, April 16, 2022 
from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. As expressions 
of sympathy donations to St. James 
Lutheran Church, Elmira would be 
appreciated and can be made through 
the funeral home. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Happy 11th Birthday 
Bryson!!!

Looking Good 
Love Mom, Dad, Megan,  

Snickers, Charlie and family

Birthday

James Michael Wright  
1945 – 2022

Passed away peacefully on Sunday, 
April 10, 2022 at Grand River Hospital 
in his 77th year, surrounded by family 
and loved ones. Beloved husband for 
53 years of Rosemary Wright. Father 
of William (Loretta), Maureen, Wendy, 
Christine (Wayne), Bryan (Sam). 
James took great pride in his role as 
grandpa to Abbigail, Travis, Kaitlyn, 
Natalie, Michael, Jonathan, Hayden 
and Keith.  James is survived by his 
younger brother Richard (Lorri) and 
sisters- in-law Betty Hinsperger and 
Eileen Randall as well as many nieces 
and nephews. James was predeceased 
by his parents Agnes and Oliver 
Wright; older siblings John and Ruth 
Wright, Dorothy and George Collin, 
Jean and Ron Litt; parents-in-law 
Simon and Agnes Schwartzbeck, 
and brothers-in-law Bob Hinsperger, 
and Joe Randall. At Jim’s request 
there will be no funeral service and 
cremation has taken place. There will 
be a celebration of life at a later date. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

John & Tanya Dobson
25 years married! 

April 19, 2022

Love Johnny, Emily & Zachary

Anniversary

Snyder, Richard J.
Peacefully passed away on Tuesday, 
April 12, 2022 at St. Mary’s General 
Hospital, Kitchener, at the age of 
68 years.  Brother of Karen Snyder. 
Also lovingly remembered by his 
cousins and his many friends. 
Richard was a longtime resident of 
Elmira. Predeceased by his parents 
Angus (Butch) and Doris (Blondie) 
Snyder. Cremation has taken place. 
A graveside service in Elmira Union 
Cemetery will take place at a later date.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

BOOKING FOR 2022

(ELMIRA)

 ↆ L O C A L  S E R V I C E S

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

Martin, George  W. 
Was called home to be with the Lord 
on Wednesday, April 13, 2022 in his 
82nd year after a year long battle 
with cancer. George passed away 
peacefully at Hospice Waterloo Region 
surrounded by the love of his family. 
Beloved husband and best friend of 
Norma (Beaudin) for 60 years. Father 
to Kevin (Christine), Jeff (Lisa) and 
Chris (Debbie). Cherished Grandfather 
to Rachel (Alex), Kirstin, Mackenzie 
(Taryn), Kacie (Sol), Lindsay (Kevin), 
Anthony, and Great-Grandfather to 
Kinsley. Brother to Floyd Martin and 
the late Esther (Melvin) Weber. George 
will be dearly missed by all including 
his many nieces and nephews. 
Predeceased by his parents Menno 
B. and Mary Ann (Weber) Martin. 
Visitation will be held at Emmanuel 
Evangelical Missionary Church, 2 First 
St. W., Elmira on Saturday, April 16, 
2022 from 1-2:15 p.m. with a funeral 
service immediately following at 
2:30 p.m. Masks are not mandatory 
but are preferred. A livestream of the 
service will be available on George’s 
tribute page of the funeral home 
website. Private family interment in 
Hawkesville Cemetery.  As expressions 
of sympathy donations to Grand 
River Hospital Foundation - Regional 
Cancer Centre or Hospice Waterloo 
Region may be made through the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Take the stress out of 
family meal planning.

newsmart.ca

This one year weekly planner will help you 
save money, waste less food and save time 
during the week so you can spend more time 
with those you love.

Take the stress out of 
family meal planning.

newsmart.ca

This one year weekly planner will help you 
save money, waste less food and save time 
during the week so you can spend more time 
with those you love.

Take the stress out of 
family meal planning.

newsmart.ca

This one year weekly planner will help you 
save money, waste less food and save time 
during the week so you can spend more time 
with those you love.

newsmart.canewsmart.ca

The store for newspaper readers.
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Living HereLiving Here The Waterloo Region District School Board 
(WRDSB) this week formally put an end to 
Sir John A. Macdonald Secondary School, 
renaming the Waterloo high school Laurel 
Heights Secondary School. The board says 
the original legal name had caused pain 
and harm to Indigenous communities since 
it opened in 2004.

Waterloo artist Jeff Dillon’s campaign to 
aid Ukraine has raised more than $17,000. 
His painting of a field of vibrant sunflowers 
against a dynamic blue sky was placed for 
online auction on Mar. 18. The winning bid 
was $10,100 from a Canadian art collec-
tor. He also offered a limited edition of 200 
prints, with all proceeds of the auction and 
ongoing sale to the UNHCR.

Doing in Sir John A. In support of Ukraine

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I have 
a significant number of 
moles. While most do 
not bother me, I have at 
least one that bleeds from 
time to time. Should I see 
my doctor for a mole that 
bleeds?

ANSWER: Moles are 
groups of pigment cells, 
and nearly everyone has 
them. Most moles are 
harmless, but it's possible 
for melanoma – a rare but 
serious skin cancer – to 
develop in or near a mole. 
Although it may not be 
serious, a mole that bleeds 

Bleeding moles may or may not be serious

is a possible sign of mela-
noma.

Melanoma develops in 
cells called melanocytes 
that produce melanin – 
the pigment that gives 
your skin its colour. The 
exact cause of all melano-
mas isn't clear, but expo-
sure to ultraviolet, or UV, 
radiation from sunlight 
or tanning beds increases 
your risk of developing the 
disease.

Moles often appear as 
small, dark brown spots, 
and they are caused by 
clusters of pigmented 
cells. Moles generally 
appear during childhood 
and adolescence. Most 
people have 10 to 40 
moles.

Moles can develop 
anywhere on your body, 
including your scalp, 
armpits, under your 
nails, and between your 
fingers and toes. They may 
contain hairs or become 
raised or wrinkled. Moles 
may change in appearance 
or fade away over time. 

Hormonal changes of 
adolescence and preg-
nancy can cause moles to 
become darker and larger.

It is important to talk to 
your health care provider 
if you notice any changes 
in your moles, and being 
evaluated by a dermatolo-
gist annually and checking 
your skin regularly are two 
excellent steps you should 
take to catch melanoma 
and other types of skin 
cancer early. The sooner 
skin cancer is found, the 
better the chances are of 
curing it.

It's not always easy to 

distinguish melanoma 
from a normal mole or 
another area of pigmen-
tation. One of the most 
important things you can 
do is to become familiar 
with the location and 
pattern of your moles, 
and monitor them for 
changes. Examine your 
body in front of a mirror. 
Ask someone to look at 
your back. If you notice 
any changes in shape, size 
or color of a mole, or a new 
mole with rapid growth, 
show it to your health 
care provider. If it looks 
suspicious, your health 

care provider or a derma-
tologist can biopsy and 
remove the mole to have 
it checked for cancerous 
cells. This procedure is 
usually quick, and it may 
be all the treatment that is 
needed.

When checking your 
moles, follow the ABCDE 
guide from the American 
Academy of Dermatology. 
Look for:
 Asymmetry, where 

one half of a mole 
looks different than 
the other half.

 Border irregularity, 

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

FOOD DRIVES ARE 
OFTEN ASSOCIATED 
with holidays such as 
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas, but there’s a year-
round need for food-bank 
assistance, a situation 
that was evident during 
the pandemic. Now, 
rapid inflation, including 
food prices, may lead to 
increased demand.

In that climate, the 
Foodland store in Elmira 
recently turned over the 
proceeds of a donation 
drive that saw a total of 
$6,905 raised in support of 
the Woolwich Community 
Services’ food bank.

“The money we gather 
at the store, it goes directly 
into our local food bank, 
which is a nice program 
that we have,” said owner 
Greg McPhee, who took 
over the store February 27.

The fact that donations 
are kept local is key, he 
added.

“We’re noticing that as 

a company, so it’s getting 
more directed straight 
into the community that 
the store belongs to, which 
is amazing because that 
wasn’t the way it was done 
in the past. Every dollar 
raised is given to the local 
food bank. And it’s an 
easier sell for our cashiers 
– they know that they are 
making a difference in 
their town,” he said.

The donation to the 
food bank also included 
six pallets of product that 
was not on the shelves. 
The local food bank, 
which is run by WCS, is in 
the midst of their spring 
food drive, however 
they receive community 
support year-round, said 
Lisa Martin.

“We live in an amazing 
community that continu-
ally supports us. Because 
there are still service clubs 
and schools that are all 
still open and running, 
there is lots of support,” 
Martin said. 

“It’s fantastic because 

Banking a bigger demand for food services

The proceeds of a Foodland Elmira food drive, which netted some $7,000, were recently turned over to WCS. Bill Atwood

Elmira’s Foodland recently carried out a drive to help restock the shelves at Woolwich Community Services

→ MAYO CLINIC 23

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 

not perish but have eternal life.” - John 3:16

We are thankful for the hope 
this season brings and wish 
everyone a Happy Easter!

→ FOOD DRIVE 23
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

FRIDAY, APRIL 15
▢ Good Friday Fish and Chips Park Fundraiser at the 
Maryhill Heritage Community Centre. Noon to 7 p.m., 
eat in or take-out, no reservations. 1 piece dinner $15 
or 2 piece $17. Haddock with fresh cut fries , coleslaw, 
lemon and tartar sauce. 12 and under $8, dining in 
only. Dessert and refreshment available. Cash only. 
Call ahead for take-out orders advised 519-648-2939.

SATURDAY, APRIL 16
▢ 2022 Optimist of Elmira Easter Egg Drive Thru 
Event from 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the former Elmira 
Bowl address, 15 First St. E. Vehicles will drive up to 
our bunny station, and we will put the easter treats 
in a basket on the end of an Easter stick and hoppily 
hand them over to each vehicle. There will be goodies 
for every child while quantities last. We’re asking for 
attendees to mask up and remain in their vehicles at all 
times for the safety of everyone. Donations accepted!

MONDAY APRIL 18
▢ Woolwich Gardeners presents Speaker Martin 
Roeder from Urban Cottage Landscapes "Pruning 
Principles"; talk includes selection of plants and plant-
ing location. 7 p.m.to 8:30 p.m.at St. James Lutheran 
Church, 60 Arthur St. S., Elmira (Wyatt St. entrance).  
Free-will donation for non-members.

THURSDAY, APRIL 21
▢ Run for Office at 6:30pm – registration required. 
Learn from working/seasoned local politicians about 
what it takes to serve. Keynote talks by Doug Griffiths, 
Jack Lucas and Ken Seiling will inspire and inform your 
decision to get on the local ballot. Be informed and 
hear from the clerk’s dept. and have your questions 
answered by a panel of politicians. Open to all resi-
dents curious about local politics. Visit www.healthy-
woolwich.org/runforoffice to register and receive a 
link to participate.

FRIDAY, APRIL 22
▢ Theatre Wellesley presents "Proof." The show will 
be running on two consectutive weekends: April 
22,23, 24 and April 29, 30 and May 1. There will be 
matinee shows on April 23,24, 30, and May 1 at 2 p.m.. 
Evening performances on April 22, 23, 29, 30 will be at 
8 p.m. All performances will be at The Wellesley Public 
Library. We ask that patrons attending the perfor-
mances be masked. For more information contact 
Allan Strong 519-502-1681.

▢ Elmira Legion's Turkey Stew Dinner. Pick up only 
from 5 p.m. to  6 p.m. Menu include turkey stew with 
garden salad, roll and dessert. $12/person. To order 
call Donna at 519-669-5894 by Wednesday, April 20.

TUESDAY, APRIL 26
▢ Tuesday Take-out Luncheon at Gale Presbyterian. 
Drive-Thru pick up between 11:30 -12:30, $12/meal. 
Menu: lasagna, veggie, Caesar salad, bread with garlic 
butter and apple crisp for dessert. RSVP to the church 
office by April 21, office@galepresbyterian.com or call 
519-669-2852.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27
▢ Senior's Community Dining at the Linwood 
Community Centre. Community Care Concepts invites 
you to join us at noon for lunch and fellowship. Cost: 
$12 per person. Must pre-register by noon on April 
22 by calling 519-664-1900. This event will adhere 
to the current provincial regulations that apply on the 
date of the event.   

Woolwich
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healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
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• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Rice noodle bowls are 
simple and kid-friendly

Rice noodles are 
noodles ... made 

out of rice! They come 
in all sorts of shapes 
and sizes and are made 
to float in soup or soak 
up sauce. Some of the 
most common are rice 
vermicelli (super thin 
and delicate), rice sticks 
(straight and flat, used 
in this noodle bowl), and 

chow fun (wide, flat, and 
chewy). Rice noodles 
are especially popular in 
Vietnamese, Thai, and 
Chinese cooking. They 
also come together in a 
simple, kid-friendly dish.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Rice Noodle Bowls 
with Peanut Sauce

▢ 2 ounces (1⁄4-inch-
wide) rice noodles

▢ 1 1⁄2 cups frozen 
edamame

▢ 1⁄2 cup creamy peanut 
butter

▢ 3 tablespoons 
low-sodium soy sauce

▢ 3 tablespoons lime 
juice, squeezed from 2 
limes

▢ 1 tablespoon honey

▢ 1⁄4 cup hot water, 
plus extra for cooking 
noodles

▢ 2 carrots, peeled and 
shredded (about 1 cup)

▢ 1⁄3 cup dry-roasted 
peanuts, chopped

▢ 8 fresh Thai basil 
or sweet Italian basil 
leaves, torn into pieces

1. Fill a large saucepan 
halfway with water. 
Bring to boil over high 
heat. Carefully add 
noodles and edamame 
and stir to combine. 
Return to boil and 
cook for 3 minutes.

2. Turn off heat. Stir 
to separate noodles 
and let sit until tender, 
about 10 minutes.

3. While noodles and 
edamame sit, in a large 
bowl, whisk peanut 
butter, soy sauce, 
lime juice, and honey 
until smooth, about 
1 minute. Whisk in 1⁄4 
cup hot water until 
fully combined.

4. When the noodles 
and edamame are 
ready, drain noodles 
and edamame in 
a colander in sink. 
Rinse with hot water 
and drain well.

5. Add noodles and 
edamame to the 
bowl with the peanut 
sauce. Use tongs 
to toss noodles and 
edamame until evenly 
coated with sauce.

6. Divide noodles and 
edamame among 
serving bowls. Top 
each bowl with carrots, 
peanuts and basil.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca
Erv Wiens Preaching

9:30 am
Good Friday (10am)

Taize & Communication Service
Easter Sunday: 

Seeking God’s Ways - from 
certainty to openness
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordWord of the Week Find-A-Word THEME: CHEMISTRY

ACROSS
1. Cursed
6. About
11. Blueprint
14. Hawkeye
15. Ancient Greek 

theater
16. "___ Maria"
17. Ranking below 

warrant officer
20. Cold dessert
21. Spa feature
22. "Much ___ About 

Nothing"
24. Back in
27. Caprine deity
28. Domain
31. Dash lengths
33. Allow
34. Fights
36. Swelling
38. Arising in the mind
42. Winter accessory
43. Covers
45. PC program
48. According to
49. Bring out
50. Not kosher
52. Pass over
56. Drops on blades
57. Garden bulb
59. Angel
62. Between colleges 

or universities
67. "Malcolm X" director
68. "Snowy" bird

69. Cornered
70. Make sense, 

with "up"
71. Bird not to be 

confused with a 
Mediterranean bread

72. German wine valley

DOWN
1. Wrongdoing

2. Court
3. Pitch deflection 

results, maybe?
4. Dash
5. Carbon compound
6. Count on the 

Riviera//Count: Fr.
7. Dostoyevsky novel, 

with "The"
8. ___ gestae

9. Firms: Abbr.
10. Cuckoos
11. Book of instructions
12. Park, for one
13. Hairsplitter
18. Fold, spindle 

or mutilate
19. Big galoot
22. Branch

23. Abstruse
25. Change
26. Alpha's opposite
29. Pastures
30. Big drawer?
32. Photographer's 

request
35. Fissile rock
36. "Thank You 

(Falettinme Be 
Mice ___ Agin)" 
(#1 hit of 1970)

37. Battery contents
39. Face-to-face exam
40. Gulf emirate
41. Vermin
44. Clinch, with "up"
45. Fifth-century 

scourge
46. Cut back
47. Bombarded
51. "A pox on you!"
53. ___ of Langerhans
54. Atlanta-based 

airline
55. "... ___ he drove 

out of sight"
58. Get ready, for short
60. Biology lab supply
61. Core
63. Film graphics 

initials
64. Crumb
65. "The Joy Luck 

Club" author
66. CBS logo

ACROSS
1. "-ly" word, 

usually
7. Bounce back 

again
8. Be almost out
9. Fuel 

measurement
10. Strong wind

DOWN
1. Cupid's projectile
2. Devil
3. Lets off steam
4. Acclaim
5. French wine 

region
6. Shady spot

 ALLOY
 ALUM
 ARYL
 AZIDO
 AZO
 BLEACH
 BORATE

 CARBONIC
 CELL
 CLAY
 COBALT
 DDT
 DNA
 EMF

 FAT
 GAS
 GOLD
 GROUP
 ION
 LEAD
 LIPID

 MICA
 MOLAR
 MOLE
 NEON
 -OAST
 OHM
 OIL

 ORE
 PAULI
 PVC
 RNA
 SALT
 SMELT
 SODA

 SOL
 TCP
 TIN
 TNT
 VINYL
 VOLTAGE
 X RAY

ZOOMORPHORIC
having the form of an animal

17

If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

newsmart.ca

The store for newspaper readers.
Make a positive local statement everytime you put one on.

Visit our online store to discover exclusive Observer products. Every product purchase 
supports local news coverage in our communities reported by professional journalists.
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Sweet Potato & Green Onion Pancakes
 ▢ 2 large eggs, 

lightly beaten

 ▢ 1/4 cup flour

 ▢ Salt, pepper

 ▢ 1 bundle green 
onions, sliced

 ▢ 1 lb sweet pota-
toes, peeled, washed 

and grated

 ▢ 1/4 cup cooking oil

1. Whisk together eggs, 
flour, salt and pepper in 
large bowl until smooth; 
stir in green onions 
and sweet potato. 

2. Heat 2 Tbsp. oil in 
large nonstick skillet over 
medium heat. Drop batter 

into skillet by scant 1/2 cup 
to make 2 or 3 mounds 
(do not crowd), pressing 
gently with spatula to 
flatten; cook, carefully 
flipping once, until golden, 
6 to 8 minutes. Trans-
fer to paper towel–lined 
plate using slotted spoon; 

keep warm. Repeat 
with remaining batter 
in 2 batches, adding 1 
tbsp of the remaining oil 
between each batch. 

3. Transfer pancakes 
to serving platter; 
serve immediately.

There are a number of  
variations on pancakes

Now that it’s maple 
season, our thoughts 

turn to pancakes, which 
we love to smother with 
butter and, of course, 
plenty of maple syrup!

Pancakes go as far back 
as the Middle Ages and 
may have been called 
“brodchen” which means 
“little cake” (as does the 
Spanish word “tortilla,” for 
that matter).

What we’re looking 
at today however is its 
savoury cousin, the potato 
pancake.

Even though potatoes 
come from the Americas, 
the concept of forming 
grated potato into a patty 
was formulated by many 
European cultures.

Of course, the German, 
Swiss and Jewish peoples 
are famous for it, so are 
many Eastern European 
cultures.

The premise is similar 
across the board, although 
some versions use binders 
such as egg and/or flour 
and some do not. Typi-
cally, most versions are 
used in a more savoury 
capacity.

Shredded hashbrowns 
are a similar concept 
although it’s usually 
meant to be fried  broken 

apart. It was probably 
someone’s failed attempt 
to make pancakes and 
they said, “oh, no, they’re 
supposed to look like 
that!”

In today’s recipe we 
use sweet potato to shake 
things up.

Sweet potatoes are lower 
in water and starch then 
regular ones, so I highly 
recommend using the 
flour/egg binding method 
to hold them together.

These are both great for 
breakfast or as a side with 
your favourite meat entrée 
for something different.

If you want to smother 
them in maple syrup 
anyway, go ahead – I won’t 
stop you!

 ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of 
St. Jacobs, which hosts private events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast and lunch 
in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

CHEF   
DUFF  

Recipes from  
the chef's table

where borders of a 
mole are uneven, 
jagged or scalloped.

 � Colour varia-
tions within the 
same mole.

 � Diameter greater 
than the eraser 
tip of a pencil.

 � Evolving colour, 
shape or size.

Another helpful strat-
egy is to look for the 
so-called ugly duckling. 
Most normal moles will 
look similar to each other, 
while melanomas will 
stand out by being smaller, 

larger, lighter or darker, 
compared to other moles 
on your body. In addition 
to melanoma, other kinds 
of skin cancer, including 
basal cell carcinoma and 
squamous cell carcinoma, 
tend to look like pink, red 
or scaly spots on your skin 
that do not go away on 
their own.

If you are found to have 
a mole that is cancerous, 
your doctor will perform 
a surgical procedure to 
remove it. If you have a 
mole that causes irrita-
tion when you shave, you 
also may want to have it 

removed.
Finally, remember that 

prevention is key. When-
ever possible, stay out of 
the sun during the middle 
of the day when UV light 
is the strongest. When you 
are outdoors, use sun-pro-
tective clothing and a 
broad-spectrum UV A/UV 
B sunblock with a with a 
sun protection factor, or 
SPF, of at least 50.

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu.  
For more information, visit  
www.mayoclinic.org.

MAYO CLINIC: Look for moles that stand out from others

→ FROM 20

it buys the items that we 
need for our food bank for 
the recipients – we’re able 
to buy what we need,” said 
Martin of the donation 
from Foodland.

In particular, McPhee 
credits one cashier who 
was able to raise more than 
$1,000.

“She was part-time, so 
it was pretty interesting. 
Her sales tactic, whatever 
it was, worked really well,” 
he said.

“It’s a bit of an up-sell; 
it’s definitely from the 
consumers’ pockets. 
You’ve got to have it spun 
in such a way that it’s going 
to a good cause,” said 
McPhee. 

He also pointed out that 
as food prices rise, a dollar 
is not going to go as far.

“So it’s nice that we 
got that much and our 
anticipation is to just year 
over year increase those 
numbers. That’s our incen-

FOOD DRIVE: Demand is linked to economic situation

→ FROM 20 tive here to see what we can 
do,” he said.

According to the WCS 
website, one in five resi-
dents use the food bank 
each year. The website 
also lists the most needed 
items, including laundry 
detergent, apple juice, 
canned meat, canned 
fruit, canned fish, baking 
supplies, sidekicks, and 
peanut butter.

“Laundry detergent is 
a big one. It’s not really 
something that you think 
of first [when donating],” 
Martin said.

“We’re grateful for the 
community, and super 
grateful for the Food-
land, the cashiers and the 
community for donating 
to that fundraiser that they 
had,” said Martin.

Rising costs, particularly 
rent, are directly related to 
increases in food bank use, 
according to a new report 
authored by Ron Kneebone 
and Margarita Wilkins 

of the School of Public 
Policy at The University of 
Calgary.

Examining monthly 
data from Daily Bread 
Food Bank, the authors 
tracked changes in the cost 
of shelter and in labour 
market conditions against 
food bank visits between 
January 2014-March 
2020 – a period which saw 
a 53% increase in visits. 
The report finds that food 
bank visits directly rise 
with increases in rent, with 
falls in minimum wage 
and with reductions in the 
disability benefits available 
to individuals requiring 
social assistance.

Extrapolations from 
this research show the 
impact in a place the size 
of Toronto and Ontario: a 
$30 per month increase in 
rent would lead to 73,776 
more visits to food banks 
annually in Toronto and 
375,512 more visits across 
Ontario. 

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

THE ELMIRA OPTIMIST 
CLUB IS running an Easter 
Egg drive-thru event for 
the second year in a row.

With a long Easter stick, 
volunteers will be pass-
ing out small packages 
containing candy and 
chocolate through car 
windows on Saturday.

In previous years the 
Optimist Club held an 
Easter candy toss event.

Elmira Optimists gear up for Easter 
candy giveaway on Saturday

“We’re hoping in future 
years we can go back to the 
old ways of doing things, 
but we do what we can,” 
said club vice-president 
Wilfred Doll.

The free event will take 
place at the Elmira Bowl 
property at 15 First St. E.  
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
April 16. 

Donations will be 
accepted in person at 
the event, and Doll said a 
GoFundMe page will also 
be set up accessible on the 

Elmira Optimist Club’s 
Facebook page. Funds 
will go toward youth-ori-
ented groups in the local 
community, he added.

Volunteers will be 
wearing masks, and the 
group is asking attendees 
to mask up as well.

This year the club has 
ordered 400 packages of 
Easter candy and choco-
lates to hand out to kids, 
said Doll.

“Come down and enjoy 
the candy,” he said.

Wilfred Doll and the Elmira Optimists will be in Easter mode this weekend. Leah Gerber
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/MTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHSFOR $9.95

RENT SOFT WATER

CULLIGAN.COM
519-744-2248 | 427 GAGE AVE. KITCHENER

INFO@CULLIGANWATER.CA

W W W. S O U R C E F L O O R I N G . C O M

SCAN ME

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

LUXURY VINYL
MASSIVE BLOWOUT SALE STARTS TODAY!!

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

CLICK LUXURYCLICK LUXURY
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

IN STOCK!

PAD ATTACHEDPAD ATTACHED
12”X24”CLICK12”X24”CLICK

VINYL TILESVINYL TILES

$$119999
FROM /SQ FT

REG 4.99

IN STOCK!

LOOSE-LAY LOOSE-LAY 
VINYLVINYL

$$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 7.99

IN STOCK!

HERRINGBONE HERRINGBONE 
CLICK VINYLCLICK VINYL

$$669999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 10.99

IN STOCK!

CORK PAD ATTACHED CORK PAD ATTACHED 
LUXURY VINYLLUXURY VINYL

WIDE XL BOARDWIDE XL BOARD

$$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

PAD ATTACHED PAD ATTACHED 
LUXURY VINYL LUXURY VINYL 

WIDE XL BOARDWIDE XL BOARD

$$338989
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

                    PAD ATTACHED PAD ATTACHED 
CLICK LUXURYCLICK LUXURY

       VINYL        VINYL 7MM THICK7MM THICK 

$$335959
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

 PAD ATTACHED PAD ATTACHED 
CLICK LUXURYCLICK LUXURY

     VINYL       VINYL  

$$226969
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

IN STOCK!

47” WIDE 47” WIDE VINYLVINYL 
STAIR TREADSSTAIR TREADS

STEP & RISER INCLUDEDSTEP & RISER INCLUDED

$$79799999
FROM

IN STOCK!

VINYLVINYL 
MOULDINGSMOULDINGS

100’S OF 100’S OF 
COLOURSCOLOURS
 IN STOCK! IN STOCK!

EACH

Happy EasterHappy Easter
Have a happy & safe celebration

Constituency Office
519-669-2090 
mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org

scored on the power 
play at 7:05, followed by 
Leblanc potting his third 
at 9:39, assists going to 
Goodwin and Heron. 
Jack O’Donnell rounded 
out the scoring at 14:30, 
assisted by Tos and 
Eveleigh.

There was no scoring 
in the third on route 
to the 4-0 final. The 
Kings doubled up on the 
Bandits where shots were 
concerned, 40-20. Elmira 
was 1-2 on the power play, 
while Brantford was 0-5.

Through the series, 

Collins said the goal was 
to concentrate on them-
selves rather than the 
opponent, while never 
taking the other side for 
granted.

“Blue Line decisions 
are a major thing we talk 
about, not trying to force 
the issue when we don’t 
have the time and space – 
take our medicine and set 
up the battle in the smart 
area versus forcing that 
offensive zone blue line 
or defensive zone play,” 
he said.

“I told them every 
game they’ve played up 

till now, it’s been the 
easiest compared to the 
next game. Every game 
is going to get more 
difficult,” Collins added, 
noting the path to the 
Sutherland Cup is a tough 
one.

“There’s always room 
for improvement. And 
we talked about it where 
the team who gets to win 
the trophy, the champion 
at the end of the season, 
will be a better version of 
themselves than where 
they are right now. So we 
need to realize we still 
need to improve.”

→ FROM 17

KINGS: After sweeping, Elmira now awaiting outcome of 
other series to find out who they’ll face in conference semis
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