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—    NOW OPEN    —
GARDEN TOOLS & POWER EQUIPMENT 

SALES AND SERVICE 

Are you interested in the health of our rural community and promoting health equity?
Do you have knowledge or skills that you would like to contribute to 

building a healthier Woolwich, Wellesley and north Wilmot Townships? 

If so, then consider joining the Board of the Woolwich Community Health Centre! 
Call Heather at (519) 664-3534, ext. 239 to receive an application package or online 

at https://wchc.on.ca/get-involved/join-wchc-board/  Closing date extended to April 15th 2022

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

MUCH OF WOOLWICH HAS 
BEEN deemed a control zone 
for the avian flu after cases were 
found in the area over the past 
week.

The Canadian Food Inspec-
tion Agency (CFIA) is taking 
extra precaution in their efforts 
to curb the spread of the virus, 
which was first found on a 
Guelph-area poultry farm on 
March 27. A second case was 
reported in a poultry flock 
closer to London before another 
instance of bird flu was found at 
a poultry operation in Woolwich 
on March 30. 

While there have been cases 
at locations in the area, the 
federal agency hasn’t found 
evidence that the incidences are 
connected.

The strain of the avian flu 
identified, H5N1, is considered 
highly pathogenic, but CFIA 
reports that it’s not seen as a 
significant threat to public 
health, though there’s a real risk 
to the poultry sector.

 “It’s a very serious event. 
Avian influenza has a severe 
consequence for the industry. 
We’ve asked the industry to 

Woolwich site 
among reported 
cases of bird flu
CFIA has included much of township a control 
zone, with H5N1 outbreak linked to wildlife

→ BIRD FLU 4

The Rural Roots Sapfest event was coordinated with the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival organizing committee (bottom right) 
including Katharine O’Brien and David Unrau (top right). The Mile Highs with Tyler Fry was one of seven bands performing for 
Sapfest. Outdoor games and food were all part of the festivities. Three-year-old Jack Williams participates in the ball throw.

increase their protections. The 
general public and owners are 
urged to take steps to protect 
their birds,” said Craig Price, 
the national incident manager 
for the CFIA’s avian influenza 
response. 

He explained the process of 
detection of the disease and the 
steps taken to prevent it from 
spreading.

“Generally there is an obser-
vation of sick birds for higher 
mortality on the premise and the 
owner will contact their veteri-
narian. Based on what the veteri-
narian finds, we send out a team, 
and if they believe that we might 
be looking at avian influenza 
they’ll put in place a quarantine 
and they control movement on 
and off the site. Samples are then 
drawn and submitted to the lab,” 
he explained.

Once there is confirmation 
of the disease the animals are 
euthanized using one of two 
techniques. For larger opera-
tions with more birds a carbon 
dioxide gassing is used, while an 
injection is used if the bird popu-
lation is smaller.

Repopulation is only permit-
ted once the euthanized birds 
are safely disposed of and the 

Rural Roots Brewing Company in Elmira held a “Sapfest” on Apr. 2 to celebrate this year’s Maple Weekend. The all-day 
event filled with family fun games, live bands and food was a joint effort between the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival and the 
brewery. (Top) Sarah, Luke, Marc and Knox Lareau having some family time and food. Bill Atwood

The Rural Roots Sapfest event was coordinated with the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival organizing committee (bottom right) 

brewery. (Top) Sarah, Luke, Marc and Knox Lareau having some family time and food. brewery. (Top) Sarah, Luke, Marc and Knox Lareau having some family time and food. brewery. (Top) Sarah, Luke, Marc and Knox Lareau having some family time and food. 
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Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

SPEEDING UP THE 
PROCESS WILL allow 
developers to build more 
homes more quickly, 
leading to lower prices, 
the province stresses in its 
latest effort to ease Ontar-
io’s affordability crisis, the 
More Homes for Everyone 
Act.

Among its measures, 
the new bill would impose 
penalties on municipal-
ities that slow down the 
process by which devel-
opers seek to rezone land 
and obtain permissions to 
build new homes.

The legislation intro-
duced last week draws on 
the industry-led Hous-
ing Affordability Task 
Force that concluded an 

Province looks to speed up planning process to boost supply of housing
increased supply was the 
route needed to make 
housing more accessible 
to Ontarians. That group 
called for the construction 
of 1.5 million homes over 
the next 10 years.

“When you look at 
supply versus demand, 
this is a classic case of that: 
we just don’t have enough 
homes on the market,” 
said Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris of the 
rationale for the bill.

“It’s really about trying 
to figure out ‘how do we 
get more homes on the 
market, more affordably?’ 
I’ll use Waterloo Region as 
a more specific example: 
the average house right 
now is selling in about 
eight days, and looking at 
a single detached family 
home, the average price is 

a little over $1.1 million,” 
he said, citing the desire to 
cut red tape as a principal 
goal of the act.

Along with boosting 
supply, the More Homes 
for Everyone plan takes 
aim at speculation in the 
housing market, increas-
ing the non-resident 
speculation tax rate to 20 
per cent, expanding the 
tax beyond the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe to 
apply province-wide 
and closing loopholes 
to fight tax avoidance. 
The tax applies to homes 
purchased anywhere in 
Ontario by foreign nation-
als and corporations. The 
province also plans to 
crack down on land spec-
ulation and protect home 
buyers. This is in response 
to feedback the province 

solicited from municipal-
ities regarding projects 
that are approved by the 
municipality, but unbuilt 
by the developer.

While the new legisla-
tion takes aim at bottle-
necks on the municipal 
end, delays aren’t always 
the result of the planning 
process, says Woolwich’s 
manager of planning, 
Jeremy Vink, who adds 
that good planning does 
require time.

“We try to be as efficient 
as possible. I know we’re 
never as efficient as people 
want us to be and as fast 
as people want us to be to 
get things approved, but 
we try to work as best we 
can to get things moving 
through at a reasonable 
pace,” he said.

The process requires 

public input, review 
of documents and 
assessment of impacts, 
especially with larger 
subdivisions that require 
zoning changes and 
amendments to the 
municipality’s official 
plan. On top of that, there’s 
a council process.

“A lot of the things that 
they’re putting in [the 
legislation] is ‘how do we 
move things faster through 
site plan and zoning and 
subdivision approval,’ but 
we try to balance giving 
council information to 
make an informed deci-
sion,” said Vink.

To encourage munic-
ipalities to speed up the 
process, the legislation 
sets targets after which 
developers are entitled to 
refunds on the fees they 

pay for the likes of rezon-
ing application, up to a 
maximum of 100 per cent 
after 180 days.

That will likely place 
more pressure on plan-
ning staff and council, 
said Vink, noting there 
will be a spill-over effect 
on commenting agencies 
such as the Grand River 
Conservation Authority 
and the Region of Water-
loo.

The new rules may lead 
to more development in 
the GTA, but are unlikely 
to have an impact in the 
townships, he predicted.

“I don’t think it’s going 
to change much on the 
supply in a local munic-
ipality like Woolwich, a 
smaller municipality,” said 
Vink. “I don’t know that’s 

→ MORE HOMES 24
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three With road construction season just ahead, 
Wellesley council last week awarded tenders 
to get the work done. Asphalt paving 
contracts worth $336,000 were awarded to 
Brantco Construction, while Joe Kerr Ltd. will 
be paid $302,000 to supply and haul gravel 
to carry out the gravel resurfacing contract.

The Woolwich Counselling Centre (WCC) 
held its grand opening last weekend in 
the newly named Joyce Gladwell Building. 
Gladwell was surprised and delighted by the 
announcement, which her family managed 
to keep a secret from her. “I have secured 
a place in Canada, in Elmira, which I never 
imagined, and I’m dumbstruck,” she said.
From the Apr. 4, 2009 edition of The Observer

Road work ahead From the archives
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Kings finish season in first, open playoffs vs Brantford
Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

HAVING CLINCHED TOP 
SPOT IN the Midwestern 
Conference, the Elmira 
Sugar Kings are now 
taking on the eighth-place 
Brantford Bandits in the 
first round of the playoffs.

The Kings took two 
of the final three games 

The U13 Woolwich Wildcats LL2 defeated the Centre Wellington Fusion 1 Team 5-4 in the playoff finals held Mar. 27. Front: Timothy 
Callaghan. Middle row: Gabriel Callaghan, Ryan Ramage, Noah Johnston, Andrew Diebolt, Nicolas Shantz-Schlegel, Owen Dally, James 
Ferguson, Max Staines. Third row: Grayson Kelly, Nolan Beaty, Ezekiel Schwartz, Wade Holland, Tyler Bauman, Ryder Bauman, Zev 
Silverberg. Coaches: Mike Callaghan, Domenic Silvestro, Nathan Holland, Andrew Bauman. Submitted

of the regular season to 
finish with a record of 
35-11-1-1, their 72 points 
three ahead of second-
place Cambridge.

Going into the final 
week of the season, the 
Kings needed just one 
point to clinch first place. 
They did just that in the 
first opportunity, defeat-
ing the Caledon Bombers 

4-2 on March 30. They 
followed that with a 5-2 
win in Ayr the following 
day before dropping the 
final game 3-1 at home 
Sunday to the K-W Siskins.

“After a team clinches 
the way we were fortunate 
enough to do, I don’t want 
to say the intensity gets 
turned down naturally, 
but it kind of seems that 

way,” said head coach 
Rob Collins of the last 
few games of the season. 
“I thought we played a 
solid game [Sunday] to 
be honest with you – we 
held them to 17 shots. But 
credit to them, they just 
took advantage of the 
really good chances that 
they had, but I really don’t 
think we gave them that 

much. 
“So, all in all, I thought 

it was a good week, and 
we go into the playoffs the 
right way.”

Playing before the home 
crowd in Elmira March 
30, the Kings never trailed 
against the Caledon 
Bombers.

The first scoring play 
came with less than three → KINGS 24

minutes left in the open-
ing period, a goal off the 
stick of Elmira’s Jayden 
Lammel, assisted by Adam 
Grein and Kurtis Goodwin.

Caledon tied it at 1-1 
with a power-play goal 
at 7:04, but just over five 
minutes later Lammel put 
the team ahead for good 
with an unassisted goal. 

Wildcats have a reason to celebrate

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

TWO WOOLWICH 
MINOR HOCKEY TEAMS 
are celebrating success-
ful seasons. Both the U11 
A and U13A teams took 
home Ontario Minor 
Hockey Association 

(OMHA) championships 
at last weekend’s tourna-
ment in Whitby.

“We’ve got a great group 
of 15 kids who showed up 
to play every day,” said U11 
coach Dave Weiss.

After not playing for two 
seasons, the champion-
ship capped off an unde-

feated year with the team 
finishing with a record of 
51-0-2. 

“This has basically been 
two years coming for these 
kids, so to do something 
like this ...” said Wiess. 

The team outscored 
their opposition 23-1 in the 
five-game tournament, 
including a 5-1 win over 
the King Township Rebel-
lion in the championship 

final. 
“We did well [in the 

first game] but did not 
compete like we could; 
from there, we just kept 
competing more and 
more. Each game got a 
little bit better, which led 
right into Sunday, where 
I can honestly say I think 
our team put together the 
best game of the year,” 

→ OMHA TITLES 18

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

YOUTH FROM THE 
REGION’S TOWNSHIPS 
are reporting a higher 
sense of wellbeing 
compared to some of their 
more urban counterparts.

The Children and 
Youth Planning Table of 
Waterloo Region recently 
released findings from 
their second Youth Impact 
Survey. Respondents, aged 
nine to 18, reported on 
their sense of wellbeing 
across nine categories 
including health, sense of 
security and connection to 
the environment, among 
others.  

The survey was carried 
out between April and 
June 2021, and released in 
December. Last week, the 
Children and Youth Plan-
ning Table released the 
data analyzed according 
to location of the respon-
dents.  

The survey included 
1,074 youth ages nine to 18. 
Geographically, the data is 

Report from the Children and Youth 
Planning Table of Waterloo Region looks 
more closely at the data

broken down into respon-
dents from Cambridge, 
Kitchener, Waterloo and 
the townships, including 
North Dumfries, Welles-
ley, Wilmot and Woolwich.

Altogether, township 
respondents accounted 
for 11.4 per cent of the 
survey’s respondents and 
were not broken down 
further due to small 
sample size.

Goranka Vukelich, the 
organization’s co-chair, 
says she sees the survey as 
a good starting point and 
hopes to see more data 
collected in future.

“We had a significant 
number of responses, but 
it doesn’t represent all 
responses and all youth in 
the community,” she said.

“We are excited, and we 
see this process as a bit of 
a starting point to better 
understanding the diverse 
needs of children and 
youth in our region and 
the individual communi-
ties.

“We’re also excited to 

Township youth 
have a more positive 
sense of well-being

→ YOUTH 10

Pair of Woolwich teams claim Ontario 
Minor Hockey Association titles
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Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Over the counter 
delivery available 
(Minimum $50 before 
tax order required)

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8
Be�er feet, 
be�er you! 
FootCare Clinic in Elmira at the 
Clock Tower starting in May 2022.

For appointments call/text at 
519-722-2976 or get details at
www.gabisfootcare.ca.

EXTRA SIDES
Coleslaw 1.25
Potato Salad 2.25
Basket of Fries 5.50

ADD-ONS 
Pretzel 3.00
Apple Strudel 3.00

Applicable taxes are extra.

519-742-7979

April 15, 2022
1 1 AM – 7 PM

TAKEOUT
Pre-orders Only 

(deadline Apr. 13) 

IN PERSON DINING 
Reservation only

Limited same day orders
available (walk-in/call in) 

Call 

HOUSE SPECIAL 
House beer-battered haddock with fries or potato salad, coleslaw and tartar sauce

1-PC MEAL    15.95
2-PC MEAL     18.95

PAN FRIED SPECIAL 18.95
2-pc of seasoned pan fried haddock 
with fries or potato salad, coleslaw and tartar sauce

VEGETARIAN SPECIAL 15.00
Vegetarian chicken tenders with fries or potato salad and coleslaw

KID’S COMBO 8.85
Fishy sticks, fries, veggie sticks and juice

SCHNITZEL ON A BUN    8.50
with sauerkraut

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

www.elmirainsurance.ca

premise is disinfected. 
This usually takes at least 
a month.

CFIA also does inves-
tigation of other farms to 
see if there has been any 
spread of the disease. 

“We’re looking at farms 
that are in close proximity, 
but also farms that had 
a relationship to where 
the positive animal was 
found. So maybe move-
ment of live animals on 
or off, or movement of 
eggs, for the purposes of 
hatching are the highest 
risks that we’re looking 
at. We also look at people 
movement, common 

ownership, movement 
of catching crews, food 
trucks, those types of 
things, just to ensure that 
we’re exploring all avenues 
and containing the disease 
fully,” Price said. 

CFIA has set up two 
primary control zones in 
Ontario, with the first zone 
incorporating northeast 
Waterloo, most of Wool-
wich, and ending just 
south of Fergus. Currently 
all movement of domestic 
birds in and out of and 
through these zones is 
controlled and requires 
a permit from the CFIA. 
Movement restrictions 
also apply to poultry 

products and byproducts, 
as well as material that has 
come into contact with 
domesticated birds.

Those rules apply all the 
way down to customers 
used to buying products 
such as eggs at the farm 
gate.

Early indications are the 
cases discovered locally 
may be connected to the 
wildlife population. A 
red-tailed hawk found in 
Waterloo Region March 
21 was showing signs of 
infection and was later 
euthanized. 

“Based on our inves-
tigation so far the cases 
that have been detected 

are most likely introduc-
tions from wild birds. And 
that’s been pretty common 
through the US and 
through all the detections 
so far in Canada, the most 
probable source of the 
disease has been a wild 
bird introduction,” Price 
explained.

Although there are 
many steps being done to 
prevent the spread, doing 
so is “very difficult,” said 
Price. 

“In any operation, 
there’s always a chance 
that your biosecurity isn’t 
sufficient. And then with 
some operations as well, 
birds are raised outside. 

So you have to be consid-
erate and concerned with 
respect to the location of 
ponds, birdfeeders and 
where you store your feed. 
Are you washing your 
boots, your coveralls and 
before and after entering 
the housing of birds and 
those types of things? So it 
is a big challenge,” he said.

“It is important for 
owners of birds to recog-
nize that journey through 
this migratory bird season 
that there is a high risk of 
their birds being exposed 
to avian influenza and it’s 
necessary to take precau-
tions.”

Even though farmers are 

compensated at market 
value for the destruction of 
their animals and repop-
ulation of their farms, 
Price called the process a 
“traumatic event” for the 
famer.  

“Anytime that they are 
faced with a situation 
they’re not mentally 
prepared for…it’s some-
thing that you see happen 
to someone else but 
not happening to your-
self. Producers are very 
attached to their animals 
and very proud of their 
operations and it can be 
very devastating for them 
to go through this experi-
ence,” he said.

BIRD FLU: Preventing the spread of the virus among birds can be difficult once established, says federal agency
→ FROM 1

Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

THE INSTANCES OF 
AVIAN FLU in Ontario – 
there have been at least 
six cases, including one 
in Woolwich – is part of a 
growing issue. 

Since the first cases were 
detected on an exhibi-
tion farm in Newfound-
land and Labrador last 
December there have been 
locations impacted in that 
province, along with four 
in Nova Scotia. There are 
now issues in Quebec as 
well.

There are both major 
similarities and differ-
ences between this virus 
and influenza that is 
transmissible from human 
to human, said Shayan 
Sharif, an immunologist in 
the department of patho-
biology at the University of 
Guelph. 

“If I were to put them in 

Strain of bird flu is a threat to poultry stocks, but less likely to jump to humans
simple language, they are 
distant cousins in some 
regards, but they cause 
similar kinds of clinical 
signs in chickens. So 
influenza viruses cause 
similar kinds of signs and 
symptoms in chickens 
compared to humans. 
For example, it can cause 
tiredness; sometimes 
the infected chicken has 
a fever or a runny nose, 
sometimes they have diar-
rhea, etc,” said Sharif.

One key difference 
however is that the current 
H5N1 strain is highly likely 
to cause disease, with a 
high mortality rate, Sharif 
said. 

“This is a highly patho-
genic virus and it can 
cause severe disease, so 
much so that it can kill a 
chicken within 24 hours 
to 48 hours. You could go 
to that barn and we see 
the chickens or turkeys 
are quite happy – they 

are eating or drinking 
and flapping their wings 
–  and the next morning 
you would go into the barn 
and you see a spike in 
mortality, and then within 
a matter of a few days or 
so the whole farm could 
actually be completely 
infected, meaning that 
all of them could die,” he 
explained

“It causes significant 
amounts of mortality 
and causes it in a rapid 
manner.”

While Sharif explained 
that there is a risk of farm-
to-farm transmission, this 
particular strain has been 
transmitted via wildlife.

“We’ve been quite cogni-
zant of the fact that wild 
birds in Canada have also 
become infected with this 
particular strain or variant 
of the virus,” he said.

Ingrid DeVisser, chair 
of the Feather Board 
Command Centre that 

represents Ontario’s four 
poultry boards, further 
explained that avian flu is 
spread through the likes 
of fecal matter airborne as 
droplets. 

“We certainly have had 
wet, windy weather. So it 
is out there. We just have 
to be very vigilant about 
where we walk and where 
we go and just doing our 
utmost to be really careful 
about that,” DeVisser said.

Climate change could 
also be a factor in how it 
spreads, Sharif added.

“Migratory birds could 
actually change their 
behaviors in terms of when 
they migrate and how they 
migrate. Climate change 
has indeed impacted the 
breeding grounds and the 
wintering grounds, so as a 
result of that, sometimes 
they migrate later,” he 
said. 

This later migration 
could lead to a comingling 

of bird species.
“As a result of that you 

might have transmission 
of viruses from one species 
of birds, to other species 
of birds, and perhaps a 
new species of birds in 
which they’ve never been 
exposed to the virus,” 
Sharif said.

The United States is also 
in the midst of their own 
outbreak, with millions of 
birds having been culled, 
however Sharif pointed 
to the quick action being 
taken on this side of the 
border.

“I hope that we are able 
to really nip this thing 
in the bud and be able to 
control it before it goes 
into other parts of the 
province, but you never 
know,” he said.

Producers are reacting 
as quickly as possible, said 
DeVisser.

“We’re doing our best 
to contain this as small a 

situation as we possibly 
can. And, we’re taking it as 
farmers and at the Feath-
erboard Command Centre, 
very seriously, just being 
very vigilant and doing 
everything that we can to 
prevent that from happen-
ing,” she explained.

While Sharif said H5N1 
could be problematic for 
the general public, the risk 
of that is low. This is not 
the time to be concerned 
about this subtype of 
influenza at the public 
health level, he said.

“We are very concerned 
about the health of our 
industry or our poultry 
industry. And at the same 
time, I have to say that the 
poultry industry is really 
in good hands,” he said. 

Sharif explained there is 
no risk in eating poultry or 
eggs – heat kills the virus 
quite easily. The virus has 
very limited capacity for 

→ STOP THE SPREAD 5
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CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Turkey & Dressing or Ham includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Apr 8 & 9

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Apr 13-16

Honey Lime Chicken or Fish includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Closed
Good 
Friday

Basics Beauty
& Beyond

We are thrilled to be growing

Welcome
 Nicole and Michelle!

13 Walker St., Elmira
519-669-0237

Nicole
specializes in all your 

aesthetic needs 

Michelle 
comes with 16 years 

hair experience

Welcoming Existing and New Clients

$14.99

BONE-IN

HAM  

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$16.99/lbPRIME RIB ROAST    

$3.49/lb

Reg.$4.25/lb

/lb

TRIPLE AAA 

PRE-ORDER YOUR FRESH 
LOCALLY RAISED LAMB CUT FOR EASTER

CLOSED GOOD FRIDAY 

newsmart.ca

Exclusive gear for newspaper 
readers now available.

MARCH 29

2:15 PM |  Water-
loo Regional Police are 
continuing to investigate 
a report of an indecent 
act in St. Jacobs, in the 
area of King and Spring 
streets. The male suspect 
was described as 50 to 
65 years old, 5’8”, with 
an average build. He was 
wearing a grey toque, a 
medical mask, a multi-co-
lour jacket and green or 
grey pants. The male was 
also carrying multiple 
bags. He was last seen at 
the Grand River Transit 
bus stop located at King 

ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Waterloo Regional Police 
are investigating reports 
of metal components and 
wiring thefts from train 
tracks in Kitchener. 

On March 28, police 
received reports of thefts 
from the ION Light Rail 
Transit (LRT) tracks in the 
area of Hayward Avenue 
and CN Rail. 

In one instance, on 
March 26 at approxi-
mately 5:45 p.m., police 
received a call from 
LRT staff advising that 
components contain-

WRPS investigating thefts
of LRT track components

ing metal elements and 
wiring were missing from 
the track.

The incident caused 
service disruptions to the 
LRT, which lasted several 
hours. 

The investigation is 
ongoing. 

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call police 
at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. Anonymous tips 
can also be submitted at 
www.waterloocrimestop-
pers.com.  

and Cedar streets. The 
investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information 
about this male or incident 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. 

MARCH 30

7:26 AM | Police received 
a report of a collision in the 
area of Greenwood Hill 
Road and Weimar Line in 
Wellesley Township. The 
driver of a vehicle was 
travelling west on Green-
wood Hill Road when they 

entered the intersection 
and struck the driver of 
a motor vehicle travel-
ling west on Weimar Line. 
A 63-year-old Welles-
ley Township man was 
charged with ‘stop at 
through highway.’

5:10 AM | An unknown 
suspect gained entry into 
a business in the area of 
Weber Street North and 
Farmers Market Road 
in Woolwich Township. 
Anyone who witnessed 
the incident, or has infor-
mation, is encouraged to 
call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477. 
Anonymous tips can be 
submitted online by visit-
ing www.waterloocrimes-
toppers.com. 

APRIL 1

2:55 PM |  Pol ice 
responded to the area of 
Bleams Road and Queen 
Street in Wilmot Town-
ship for a report of a stab-
bing. Officers located 
the suspect shortly after 
arriving on scene and 
made an arrest. The victim 
was transported to an 
out-of-region hospital 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries. As a result of the 
investigation, a 15-year-
old Kitchener youth was 

charged with aggravated 
assault. Both parties are 
known to one another. The 
male was held in custody 
for a bail hearing.  Anyone 
with information is encour-
aged to contact police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.  

APRIL 4

2:12 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a break-in at 
a business in the area of 
Peel and Wilmot streets 
in New Hamburg. Some-
time between April 2 at 8 
p.m. and April 4 at 12:30 
p.m., unknown suspect(s)  
gained entry into a building 
and stole property. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477. 

6:18 PM | Police received 
a report of a shoplifter at 
a business in the area of 
Arthur and Wyatt streets in 
Elmira. The male suspect 
concealed merchandise 
and left the store without 
paying for the items taken. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. 

Emergency crews responded to a collision Tuesday afternoon on Hwy. 7 near Greenhouse Road in Breslau. Bill Atwood

transmission to humans, meaning it is 
unlikely to gain the ability to transfer 
from person to person, he said. 

“We want to keep it that way and make 
sure that it doesn’t have the capacity 
to jump around and go to various other 
places in Ontario. Certainly, we hope that 
it didn’t go into other provinces, because 
the more the virus has a chance to go into 
poultry the more chance it may have for 
mutation,” he said.

For DeVisser, education is key in stop-
ping the spread.

“That’s why we’ve been talking about 
this for several months now, putting out 
advisories and saying ‘the birds are flying 
and just heighten your biosecurity.’”

STOP THE SPREAD:
Officials looking to stop flu 
from jumping elsewhere

→ FROM 4

The four-week closure of a stretch of Church Street East in Elmira is just a taste of 
what’s to come. Waterloo North Hydro and Rogers are currently relocating services 
underground in preparation for the region reconstructing the roadway from Arthur 
Street to the bridge, which will eventually mean limited and then no traffic using that 
east-side access point to Elmira. The region’s project is expected to get underway 
as early as May 16. Leah Gerber
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “The vast majority of Canadians under-
stand the critical role charities have in 
keeping Canada strong, and while there 
are differences between generations in 
how we give and the causes that matter 
to us, younger Canadians want to give 
and intend to give when they are able.”
Marina Glogovac, CEO of CanadaHelps, on a new report 
that sees a 12% decline in charitable giving from 2019 to 
2021 due to the pandemic.

Twice as many Canadians are putting 
their plans to purchase a home on hold 
in today's economic environment, when 
compared to the first year of the pandemic 
and the height of uncertainty in 2020. Of 
those Canadians surveyed in 2022, 43% 
said they were putting their plans on hold, 
compared to 33% in 2021 and 20% in 2020.
Scotiabank Housing Poll

Verbatim The Monitor

For advocates for improvements to care for seniors, 
the COVID-19 crisis has put into stark relief many of 
the shortcomings in the system, leading to wide-
spread outbreaks, hospitalizations and deaths 

among the residents of many long-term care facilities – 
some 69 per cent of COVID-19 deaths in the country were 
among residents of such homes, well above the interna-
tional average of about 41 per cent.

Chronic underfunding, understaffing, poor pay and aging 
facilities were all issues before the pandemic struck. Some crit-
ics have been warning about the issues for years, though they 
may not resort to “I told you so” under the circumstances. What 
they’d like to see is action taken to improve the lot of long-term 
care residents today and post-pandemic, preparations that 
would serve residents well during the next pandemic.

Such issues are at the center of ongoing community rallies 
organized by the Ontario Health Coalition, for instance, and are 
likely to be discussed in relation to Chartwell’s plans to sell off 
some of its long-term care homes, including one in Elmira. 

The debate focuses on non-profit versus for-profit long-term 
care homes, where there’s a noted difference in the quality of 
care. A recent University of Waterloo study, for instance, found 
facilities owned by private equity firms and large chains have 
the highest mortality rates.

The study found that nursing homes with the highest profit 
margins have the lowest quality as financialized ownership and 
are even more aggressive in seeking to extract value from care 
homes and the people who live and work in them.

In the pandemic, that some facilities fared much better than 
others during the first wave suggests that those that were better 
prepared and/or reacted quickly are a model for the kind of 
improvements advocates want to see.

Critics argue that longstanding shortcomings in the long-
term care sector didn’t mean the pandemic had to be the crisis 
it became in some facilities. The pre-existing conditions, 
however, made the sector ripe pickings for the spread of the 
virus, with Stolee noting that the first wave saw most of the 
attention focused on preventing the hospitals from being over-
whelmed by the pandemic.

As those with chronic or not-easily diagnosed symptoms 
are often aware, our healthcare system isn’t as responsive as in 
the case of an acute illness, whether a broken bone or some-
thing in the vein of a heart attack or stroke. Or, as we’ve seen 
lately, mobilizing ICU beds to deal with those stricken down by 
COVID-19.

The situation is even worse when it comes to the diseases 
of aging, for which we have few remedies. The system isn’t set 
up very well to deal with the likes of dementia and care for the 
elderly, who are often seen as on a one-way path through the 
healthcare experience.

There’s currently a divide between efforts to keep seniors in 
their homes with some level of support, long-term care facil-
ities and hospitalization, with the system always looking to 
avoid having beds taken up by those suffering from chronic 
diseases of aging. That’s a situation that’s only going to take up 
more resources, as a report from the Canadian Medical Associ-
ation estimates the cost and demand for elder care will nearly 
double by 2031, for instance.

What remains to be seen is what more the upcoming 
commission will recommend to counter the longstanding 
problems. Money will be at the heart of the matter – as with all 
precarious work, low wages, poor benefits and insecure hours 
lead to vacancies, low morale and staff turnover. Reversing 
those conditions will be costly, ultimately leading to higher 
costs to residents and their families, in all likelihood ... if the 
industry goes down that road. 

Included in the mix will be the division between for-profit 
and non-profit homes, with many fingers already pointing 
to the discrepancies in the number of cases and fatalities in 
for-profit facilities. In the end, the issue will be politicized.

No quick solutions for 
problems with long-term care

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Two weeks ago, the three 
biggest wars in the world 

were in Ukraine, Ethiopia 
and Yemen. Now truces have 
silenced the guns and the air 
strikes in  two of the three. They 
are only temporary truces so 
far, but there is a reasonable 
chance that they could grow 
into something more perma-
nent.

The Ethiopian government’s 
declaration of a ‘humanitarian 
truce’ on March 24 came as a 
surprise. Six months ago rebels 
advanced from their home 
province of Tigray more than 
halfway to the country’s capi-
tal, Addis Ababa, and Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed seemed 
on the brink of defeat.

The Tigrayans made an 
alliance with another separatist 
movement, the Oromo Liber-
ation Army, and were close to 
linking up with them physi-
cally. The survival of Africa’s 
second biggest country seemed 
to be hanging by a thread, and 
the border wars if it broke up 
into ethnically defined succes-
sor states could have lasted for 
decades.

But the Tigrayans outran 
their supplies, Abiy Ahmed 
took delivery of some Turk-
ish-made drones, and by the 
end of the year the front line 
had moved all the way back 
north to Tigray’s border. There 
the Ethiopian army stopped, 

A tale of two truces
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

aware that taking the rebel 
province by force could involve 
huge casualties on both sides 
and had no guarantee of 
success.

Tigray is landlocked, so an 
Ethiopian blockade on all food 
supplies from outside was the 
obvious option. By last month 
at least two million of Tigray’s 
seven million people were 
suffering an extreme lack of 
food, and practically everybody 
was hungry all the time.

If Tigray was ever to be 
persuaded to stay in Ethiopia, 
however, the blockade had 
to end before huge numbers 
starved to death. Abiy Ahmed 
understood that, but it’s still 
unlikely that he would declare 
a truce without some assurance 
from the Tigrayan leaders that 
they would respect it, and that 
real negotiations would follow.

The Tigrayan war has 
killed tens of thousands and 
displaced millions, but there is 
now a real possibility that the 
sixteen-month-old war could 
end in a negotiated peace that 
keeps Tigray at least formally 
within the Ethiopian state. That 
matters, because a successful 
Tigrayan secession would prob-
ably have triggered a cascade of 

other breakaway movements.
The war in Yemen is much 

older (seven years now) and 
much bloodier (400,000 deaths 
and counting). It is usually 
portrayed by the international 
media as a war between the 
‘legitimate’ Yemeni govern-
ment and ‘Houthi’ rebels, with 
a variety of Arab monarchies 
and dictatorships backing the 
government and Iran backing 
the rebels. None of that is true.

The Houthi are the militia 
of northern Yemeni tribes who 
rebelled when the Saudi-con-
trolled regime tried to  cut 
them out of their share of the 
country’s limited oil revenues. 
(The oil is all in the south.) 
Iran sympathises because the 
Houthi tribes, like Iran, are 
Shia Muslims, but Tehran does 
not and cannot support them 
militarily.

The ‘legitimate’ govern-
ment is a former Yemeni field 
marshal and politician called 
Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi 
who was installed as interim 
president (without an election) 
for a two-year transitional 
period 11 years ago. He got the 
job by doing a deal with the 
Saudis, who always want an 
obedient placeman in power in 
the turbulent country to their 
south.

Hadi was merely seeking to 
secure his own position when 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 8
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STEVE  
KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

Getting a handle on deficits, choose the right spending priorities

public sector salaries – is 
fine; cutting frontline 
services and benefits is 
not. Nor are we served if 
there are rumblings about 
corporate tax cuts that 
enrich a few while reduc-
ing government revenue 
precisely as politicians 
bemoan blossoming defi-
cits. Such poor decisions 
are the hallmark of ideo-
logues, especially certain 
partisans.

There is a debate to 
be had about taxes and 
would-be economic 
fixes. The topics are the 
subject of short-term 
thinking, an affliction 
that’s permeated all facets 
of our society. Adopting 
the business model that’s 
taken hold in the last 
four decades – today’s 
stock price, shareholder 
value and this quarter’s 

profits above all else – 
our political system has 
been shaped by constant 
lobbying from those who 
see society through only 
the lens of finances. It’s 
what’s made citizens no 
more than consumers.

Politicians, of course, 
have a built-in capacity 
for short-term thinking: 
the election cycle. They 
make promises and 
float policies designed 
for immediate impact 
– spend for votes today. 
That’s problematic in 
and of itself, as it gives 
little regard to the idea 
that actions taken now 
will have impacts years, 
sometimes decades down 
the road.

Making matters much 
worse, however, is the 
equally troubling issue of 
taxation. The promises 
they make come with 
a price, but decades of 
neoliberal lobbying and 
influence have made taxes 
a four-letter word, mean-

ing many politicians will 
try to win votes by prom-
ising to spend today while 
simultaneously pledging 
to cut taxes. That often 
means deficits, a situation 
that’s ideal for politicians 
intent only on re-election: 
the bill won’t come due 
until later, when they’re 
off living comfortably on 
gold-plated government 
pensions.

That kind of thinking is 
what got us into today’s 
mess. That the very 
people who supported tax 
cuts to corporations even 
as government largesse 
filled their coffers are the 
ones leading the charge 
for austerity measures 
– not to themselves, of 
course – has been lost in 
the shuffle.

In the course of a 
few generations, we’ve 
undone centuries of 
efforts to create a society 
based on the common 
good. Much of the we’re-
all-in-this-together ideals 

that came out of the 
Great Depression and 
the Second World War, 
for instance, has been 
replaced by relentless 
individualism. 

Rapid urbanization 
whereby we no longer 
rely on family, friends 
and the broader commu-
nity – indeed, we may not 
even know our neigh-
bours – makes us forget 
just how interdependent 
we really are. A consum-
er-based society, pushed 
by marketing, focuses 
on individual pleasure. 
This comes at a cost to 
the collective ‘us,’ espe-
cially when it discussing 
matters of financing the 
common good: taxes are 
seen as taking money 
away from ‘my’ enjoy-
ment. Increasingly, we’re 
encouraged to give rein 
to our natural tendency 
to look after number one. 
Couple that with an indi-
vidual’s capacity to seek 
immediate gratification, 

and long-term planning 
for our collective future 
becomes even more diffi-
cult.

There’s nothing wrong 
with looking out for 
personal interests, but 
we’re in danger of forget-
ting that most of the 
middle-class gains of the 
postwar years stem from 
socially-driven ideas. In 
purely economic terms, 
the collective efforts are 
the rising tide that lifted 
all boats – some more so 
than others, certainly. 
Today, however, there’s 
an element that seems 
hell-bent on undoing 
precisely the conditions 
that allowed for the great 
prosperity now under 
attack.

Thanks to decades of 
concerted effort, many 
people have bought into a 
set of diminished expec-
tations about the role of 
government and, more 
troublingly, the possibil-
ities of shaping a better 
society. We’ve had democ-
racy reduced to the occa-
sional trip to the polls. 
We’ve seen government 
reduced to managerial 
functions, where debate is 
constrained to a few well-
worn topics. We’ve seen 
the economy reduced to 
fiscal policy – deregula-
tion’s the order of the day 
as the financial services 
industry sets the agenda. 
We’ve seen citizenship 
dumbed down to passive 
observation, at best.

If we’re going to have 
a better society we need 
to think about the future 
10, 20, 50 and 100 years 
down the line. The road 
we’ve been on for the last 
three decades, driven by 
the corporate agenda, has 
diminished our quality 
of life. We have to look 
past dubious vote-buying 
programs, immediate tax 
cuts and partisanship.

Long-term thinking is 
not just for issues such as 
climate change (another 

The weather still unsettled, pothole season continues as an unabated hazard.

The cheques now 
rolling out as refunds 

for the licence-plate 
stickers are certainly a 
pre-election gambit, but 
they’re also the kind of 
thing you’d expect from a 
Conservative government 
led by Doug Ford.

It’s a populist move, one 
that reduces the financial 
burden on motorists, who 
could use a little good 
news just now given the 
price of fuel. 

While the licensing 
program serves a purpose, 
it long ago evolved into a 
cash cow for successive 
provincial governments 
looking to generate reve-
nue. The price of renew-
ing was long divorced 
from the cost of adminis-
tering the program, even 
at the inflated costs of the 
bureaucracy. However, 
in the absence of cuts to 
that bureaucracy or other 
facets of the government, 
the result will be falling 
revenues. Right now, that 
means larger deficits.

Ford came into power 
on the cut-the-gravy train. 
It wasn’t long before he 
discovered there’d be a 
fair bit of work involved 
in scaling back the size 
of government. Growth 
continued, and then along 
came COVID-19, pushing 
spending into overdrive 
and putting the boots to 
revenues. The economy 
has recovered faster than 
expected – the latest 
forecast has revenues 
$8-billion higher than 
expected just last fall, 
with the projected deficit 
now that much lower at 
$13.1 billion.

There’s a long way to 
go, however, before the 
budget is balanced and 
the size of government 
can be curtailed, in 
keeping with the original 
mandate.

Getting a handle on 
spending that provides 
little or no benefit to most 
Ontarians – from corpo-
rate welfare to bloated →KANNON 8
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

In praise of multi-tools

Unfortunately, the pliers 
slipped off the nail. And, 
because I gripped the 
handle very tightly to hold 
onto the head of the nail, 
when it slipped off the 
pliers closed completely, 
quickly and with a lot of 
force, which caused the 
inside edges of the handle 
to come together entirely 
and pinch the meaty part 
of the palm – hard.

The verbalization I 
resorted to is not suitable 
for print. 

Let’s just say it hurt and I 
have a pinch-bruise on the 
palm of my hand to prove 
it. I wouldn’t normally 
write about this, but it 
occurred to me that almost 
every outdoorsperson I 
know has had a similar 
experience.

I blame myself. I should 
have known going in. This 

happens every time I use 
those pliers. But we use 
our multi-tools so infre-
quently that their use can 
be likened to childbirth. 
If we remembered how 
painful it was, we wouldn’t 
do it again.

The multi-tool’s 
popularity has always 
confounded me anyhow. 
I mean, how is it that a 
group of people who are 
going out into the field to 
avoid working with tools 
can be convinced to carry 
a miniature workshop with 
them?

To be honest, there isn’t 
a tool on mine that can 
even come close to doing 
better than the real thing. 
I wouldn’t even try to saw 
a dowel with the three-
inch saw on my multi-tool. 
Moreover, the ruler is only 
three inches long – and 
there is nothing in the 
angler’s or hunter’s world 
that small. The folding 
blade is good, but again, I 
carry a better knife afield. 

And using the multi-tool 
knife requires me to grip 
the handle of death, often 
with similar results. The 
bottle opener, can opener 
and short screwdrivers 
might work, though I 
don’t know anyone who 
has tested this theory. 
Likewise with the file (see 
handle issue).

The point I am trying to 
make is that if I ever had to 
do – God forbid – any work 
in the field that required 
tools, I’d find a different 
activity. Or bring a toolbox 
along.

The only reason I can 
think of as to why they 
are so popular is that they 
serve to remind us of 
what we could be doing if 
we were at home. Which 
makes being out there all 
the sweeter.

I know they’re not 
supposed to take the place 
of real tools. They are 
designed for emergency 
use. Then, they will do in 
a pinch.

This morning I 
required needle-

nosed pliers to pull a small 
finishing nail out of a 
wall. I almost went to my 
basement to get one when 
I remembered that I had a 
multi-tool in a pack sitting 
beside my desk. For those 
who do not know, a multi-
tool is a pocket-sized unit 
that holds tools such as 
screwdrivers, knife, pliers, 
tiny saw, wire cutters, 
bottle opener, can opener, 
file and more. These fold 
into the handle.

Multi-tools are popular 
among outdoors enthusi-
asts, who buy them in case 
they are forced one day to 
spontaneously build a log 
cabin or a boat.

In any case, I rummaged 
through the pack and 
pulled out my multi-
tool. Then I deployed the 
needle-nosed pliers, one of 
its 10 tools, and squeezed 
the pliers tightly on the 
head of the finishing nail 
and pulled. 

April 9th is National Unicorn 
day. A day to make brightly 
coloured pancakes or bake 
cookies in the shape of 
unicorns. Coincidentally, this 
day shares National Alcohol 
screening day.

Thousands of years ago the 
unicorns existed in Scotland. 
A museum featuring fossilized 
creatures is a major tourist 
attraction in Edinburgh.

The business term for a 
unicorn is a privately held 
start-up company valued at 
over $1 billion.

 ↆ LAST WEEK:  
 
Truth: In 1898 the first radio contact in Morse code between the Eiffel 
Tower and the Pantheon (4kms away) was established. By 1899 they 
enabled radio transmission to London, England. By 1909 an extension 
on the lease was granted for another 70 years. 
 
Truth: There are 4 lightening rods at the top of the Eiffel Tower. The 
lattice girders of the structure directs energy of lightning to the 
ground through the external beams. It is made of wrought iron which 
is very conductive metal. 
 
Lie: In 2008 Serero Architects imagined the concept in a project called 
Eiffel DNA which was picked up by the media and nobody else. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

he tried to deprive the 
Houthis of their share of 
oil revenues, because he 
is from the south himself. 
When they rebelled and 
took control of most of the 
country, he fled to Saudi 
Arabia, where he has spent 
the great majority of his 
time ever since.

The Saudis and their 
Gulf friends (with West-
ern backing) have been 

bombing Yemen ever 
since, but their armies are 
mostly poorly motivated 
mercenaries so they don’t 
do well on the ground. The 
war has been a stalemate 
for years, and an almost 
complete blockade has 
brought most of the coun-
try close to famine. Most 
of those 400,000 deaths 
are from hunger.

So the two-month truce 
is a blessing, although so 

far it only allows fuel to 
come into the ports, not 
food. There is no principle 
at stake on either side, just 
squalid considerations of 
money and power, so in 
theory they should be able 
to make a lasting peace 
deal where everybody 
shares the (quite limited) 
wealth.

In practice, in Yemen, 
it’s never that simple, but 
Western backing for Saudi 

→FROM 6

DYER: Battle rages in Ukraine, but two of the three worst wars could be over

Ford target), though we’re 
not prepared to tackle 
even that issue, despite 
the consequences. No, it’s 
all about living for today. 
But long-term planning 
is crucial for a host of 
issues that are clearly 
part of today’s political 
reality, encompassing all 
levels: long-term resource 

Arabia has dwindled since 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman went rogue 
(the Jamal Khashoggi 
murder, etc.) so everybody 
may now be ready to deal. 
Otherwise, why the truce?

If it works, there will still 
be a big and dangerous war 
in Ukraine, but two of the 
world’s three worst wars 
will be over. Compared to 
the long and bloody past, 
that’s not a bad record.

→FROM 7

KANNON: Making the right choices in getting province’s fiscal house in order
consumption, human 
migration, transportation 
demands, retirement and 
pensions and the like. Our 
failure to do so has led to 
rampant consumerism, 
environmental crises, 
unchecked immigration, 
urban sprawl, financial 
speculation and a host of 
other ills that plague our 
economic, political and 

social systems.
Despite the actions 

of governments of all 
stripes across the coun-
try – federal, provincial, 
municipal – there is no 
bottomless supply of 
money. Spending today 
burdens future genera-
tions. It doesn’t need to 
be that way. Cuts can and 
should be made. There is 

plenty of bad spending 
that can be made to go 
away. 

The ideological cuts 
favoured by Ford could be 
made to serve the public 
good if the right choices 
are made, curtailing the 
kind of spending that 
benefits the few in favour 
of putting the focus on the 
many.

Reach local people 
at the right time 
every week.
Get a complete package of local news 
coverage you won't find anywhere else 
delivered free to homes in Woolwich, 
Wellesley and Waterloo.  
Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 or email 
donna@woolwichobserver.com to invest in your business 
marketing/branding with space in the Observer.
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

BusinessBusiness There were 725 homes sold through the MLS 
system of the Kitchener-Waterloo Associ-
ation of Realtors in March, a decrease of 
27.1% compared to March 2021. The aver-
age sale price for all residential properties 
was $960,181, up 25.5% over March 2021 
but down 4.6% compared to February. The 
average price of a detached home was 
$1,132,637, down 6.4% from a month earlier.

Your Neighbourhood Credit Union 
(YNCU) this week announced the YNCU 
TEACH Grant and invites the community 
to celebrate the classrooms and school 
boards that remained flexible and worked 
hard to keep students engaged, safe and 
supported throughout the pandemic. 
www.yncu.com/teach

Home prices cool a bit Giving credit to teachers

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East
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Hosted by Physiotherapists and Golf enthusiasts
Jon Clay, Ryan Wark and Courtney Voisin!

Wednesday April 13th at 4:30pm!
Call our clinic or go to our website to register!

Golf Season is Fast Approaching!
Join us for our FREE Fit Fore Golf Webinar!!

No one wants to return 
to the food insecurity 

scare we had at the start of 
the pandemic. 

Even though food 
insecurity turned out to 
be mostly a false alarm, 
it’s now being followed by 
the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine and the instability 
that war is bringing to food 
and beverages globally. 

It’s a sector already facing 
what it calls a debilitating 
workforce crisis, with 
some companies reporting 
vacancy rates of more than 
20 per cent. 

How can you do busi-
ness with that kind of 
shortage? It’s a problem 
that just never seems to 
get fixed or even pick up 
much ground.

Federally, both the 
ministers of agriculture 
and agri-food and of 
employment have been 
mandated to develop a 
sector-specific plan to 
address persistent and → ROBERTS 10

force is impacting food 
security and economic 
recovery and is undermin-
ing our ability to support a 
domestic agriculture and 
food system.”

I’ve heard this shortage 
touted by agricultural 
colleges for decades, 
trying to encourage enrol-
ment. Jobs galore exist in 
food and beverage produc-

Emergency plan needed for foreign workers, says food sector
tion, they say. And they’re 
right, but nothing seems to 
be working, at least as far 
as recruiting on the home 
front goes.

So like many other areas 
of agriculture, this sector 
has looked to temporary 
foreign workers to do 
those production and 
processing jobs that don’t 

chronic labour short-
ages in farming and food 
processing, in the short- 
and long term.

I suspect they can point 
to some gains that they’ve 
made. But the problem is 
far from fixed. Food and 
Beverage Canada, the 
sector’s lobby group, says 
“the inability to secure a 
strong and stable work-

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

CHARTWELL’S  LONG 
TERM CARE RESIDENCE 
and Retirement Residence 
in Elmira are being sold 
along with the rest of 
Chartwell’s Ontario long-
term care platform in a 
$446.5-million deal.

Chartwell Retirement 
Residences announced the 
sale last week. Ownership 
of the facilities will tran-
sition to AgeCare Health 
Services, pending govern-
ment approvals.

AgeCare will take 
control of Chartwell’s 
Ontario Long Term Care 
platform, including 22 
facilities and 3,284 beds, 
plus a home currently 
under construction with 
244 beds, and manage-
ment of the current 
100-bed home on that site.

“There will be no change 
to the employment of 
our existing employ-
ees.  AgeCare values the 
excellence of our current 
employees,” says Sharon 
Ranalli, Chartwell’s 
vice-president of market-
ing and communications, 
in an email.

“Teams can expect 
day-to-day operations to 
continue in a seamless 
manner and can look 

Shifting focus, Chartwell plans to sell off long-term care homes
Proposed deal with AgeCare Health Services, valued at $447 million, includes Elmira location

forward to knowing that 
their colleagues and teams 
will continue as they are 
today.”

Ranalli says she expects 
the transition to take up to 
a year.

Net proceeds to Chart-
well after property debt, 
taxes and closing costs 
will be approximately $277 
million, according to the 
company’s March press 
release.

In the release, Vlad Volo-
darski, Chartwell’s chief 
executive officer, says the 
company is selling off its 
long-term care facilities 
to focus on retirement 
residences, which make 
up most of the company’s 
business.

“Substantial growth in 
our retirement portfolio 
over the years resulted 
in our Ontario long term 
care operations compris-
ing less than 10% of our 
business. As we made 
the strategic decision 
to focus on our growing 
retirement business, it was 
critical for us to partner 
with strong and reputable 
organizations which hold 
similar values, to ensure a 
smooth transition for our 
residents and employees. I 
am confident that AgeCare 
and Axium are exactly the 
right partners to continue 

Chartwell’s Elmira location is included in the sale of its long-term care facilities. Leah Gerber

the legacy of Chartwell’s 
Ontario long term care 
operations. I am glad that 
our long term care team 
will be joining AgeCare, an 
organization dedicated to 
the senior care sector since 
1998. We are committed 
to working closely with 
AgeCare, Axium, and all 

our stakeholders to ensure 
a smooth and successful 
transition.”

AgeCare Health Services 
has been in operation 
since the late 1990s. 
It was founded by two 
doctors practicing in 
Alberta. AgeCare’s facil-
ities include 22 seniors’ 

communities in British 
Columbia and Alberta.

Jim Stewart, the chair of 
the Waterloo Region chap-
ter of the Ontario Health 
Coalition, advocates for 
more not-for-profit and 
publicly funded long-
term care facilities in the 
province.

Oftentimes, residents in 
long-term care facilities 
are complex cases with 
high levels of acuity, he 
says.

“These long-term care 
facilities are having a very 
difficult time providing 
the adequate level of care 

→ CHARTWELL11
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interest Canadians. It’s 
been well served by the 
temporary or seasonal 
foreign worker program.

But now, it wants Ottawa 
to turn up the jets. It’s 
calling for an emergency 
foreign worker program, to 
build on existing programs 
within Employment 
and Social Development 
Canada. 

Food and beverage 
leaders say the program 
should remain in place 
for 18 months, through 
to summer 2023, during 
which time more perma-
nent and long-term solu-
tions to industry’s labour 
issues should be identified 
and phased in. Shortages 
in the meat processing 
sector are particularly on 
their minds.

Eleven industry asso-
ciations presented an 
initial proposal for such 

Traditional Turkey Dinner 
Family of 2 - $36   Family of 4 - $60 (Extra Turkey portion $8)

Easter Dinners
—  “Ready to Heat” April 13 – 16 — 

Easter Ham & Scalloped Potatoes Dinner
Family of 2 -  $32  Family of 4 - $50 (Extra Ham portion $7)

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.ca | www.chefduff.ca

a program to the feds in 
December 2021. They 
wanted it in place by the 
end of January. Ottawa has 
had a lot of things on its 
mind, and now, we’re into 
the first week of April. 

But if you agree with the 
food and beverage sector’s 
perspective, as do many 
Canadians, you’ll wonder 
why Ottawa hasn’t moved 
food security to the front 
of the line.

The industry knows 
politicians need to hear 
from constituents about 
what they think is import-
ant. That way, they can 
represent their constitu-
ents’ needs and know that 
voters in their own ridings 
have their backs. 

Do you think Ottawa 
should help the industry 
with a program that will 
perhaps alleviate the food 
worker shortage? 

Really…who doesn’t?

1810929C
N

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, 
underwriter of automobile and property insurance or Desjardins Financial 
Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance products. 
Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the 
Fédération des caisses Desjardins du Québec, used under licence.

State Farm branded policies are underwritten by Certas Home 
and Auto Insurance Company. 
®State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks 
owned by State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, used  
under licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company and certain 
of its affiliates.

IS NOW

Better things come from someone who knows you. 
Call today to get a quote.

Bring  
your savings  
together 

Jeff Watkin, Agent  
Suite 204A 151 Frobisher Dr 
Waterloo  ON  N2V 2C9 
519-886-4470
jeff@jeffwatkin.com
www.jeffwatkin.com

Scott A. Grainger LLB

Brent Wiancko B.A., M.A., J.D. 

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      

Waters, Hastings & Graingerg g
Professional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced 
& Passionate legal 
representation with 
high integrity from 
your local, full 
service law firmservice law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Call us for a FREE quotation 
and legal review of your transactions!

BE READY FOR
THE SPRING

REAL ESTATE
MARKET!

, M.A., J.D. 

BA (Hons) LLB      

Friendly, Experienced Friendly, Experienced 
& Passionate legal 
representation with 
high integrity from 

Scott Grainger LLBBrent Wiancko B.A., M.A., J.D. 

... without blowing your budget.
Source local talent

jobs.observerxtra.com

ROBERTS: There’s a clear case
for helping with the labour shortage 

→ FROM 9

have some ongoing discus-
sions with the young 
people because we want 
to hear about what their 
thoughts are for some of 
the solutions and moving 
forward.”

Youth from the town-
ships reported more 
positive outcomes 
compared to some of their 
counterparts, being the 
most likely to report a 
high sense of belonging 
to their community, have 
a high sense of positive 
physical health and have a 
high sense of support from 
family and friends, among 
other indicators.

Across all municipali-
ties, youth were divided on 
whether they felt positive 
or negative overall about 
their mental health, rang-
ing from 50.9 per cent in 
Kitchener to 65 per cent in 
the townships.

“I think that, you know, 
our young people in our 
communities are sharing 
with us that it has been a 
struggle over the last two 

YOUTH: A deeper dive into data needed to explain differences in townships
→ FROM 3 years for them,” said Vuke-

lich, citing the survey’s 
results around a sense of 
loneliness, mental health 
self-assessments and 
material insecurity.

Notably, youth in the 
townships report the 
highest sense of commu-
nity belonging in the 
region, with 73.8 per cent 
of respondents saying 
they have a very strong or 
somewhat strong sense of 
belonging to their commu-
nity. That’s a 19.3 percent-
age point difference from 
the lowest levels of sense 
of community belonging.

Why the townships’ 
youth seem to have a 
higher sense of belonging 
is unclear.  

“In terms of the differ-
ences between and among 
the townships and in 
the communities, we are 
unpacking some of those 
data,” said Vukelich. “Our 
next step is to look at 
disaggregating the data 
even further along some 
other subpopulations such 
as age, gender identity.”

Erin Dej is an assistant 
professor of criminology at 
Wilfrid Laurier University 
who studies homelessness 
in young people, particu-
larly young women.

“Feelings of belonging 
and feelings of inclusion 
are integral to all other 
facets of young people’s 
lives,” said Dej. “It affects 
how people can live or 
struggle.”

Dej says a sense of 
belonging impacts a 
person’s ability to access 
and maintain housing, 
succeed in educational 
and employment pursuits 
and to be able to raise 
families.

So how can a commu-
nity build up the sense of 
belonging for its youth?

“That’s the million 
dollar question that I 
am asking myself right 
now and continue to ask 
myself,” she said.

Dej posits that belong-
ing needs to be baked into 
a community at the policy 
level and that commu-
nities must prioritize 

creating spaces of inclu-
sion accessible by youth 
at any ability or income 
level, where they feel truly 
welcomed.

Other highlights from 
the geography snapshot of 
the youth impact survey 
include:

Waterloo and the town-
ship respondents were 
the most likely to describe 
their physical health 
positively:  84.5 per cent of 
the township respondents 
described their physical 
health positively.

Township youth were 
the least likely to report 
having experienced 
explicit or hidden home-
lessness. Hidden home-
lessness is described as 
having to temporarily live 
with family, friends, in 
their car or anywhere else 
because they had nowhere 
else to live.

Township youth were 
the most likely to feel a 
sense of personal respon-
sibility to protect the 
environment at 74.8 per 
cent.

The youth impact survey drew feedback from young people in the townships. Leah Gerber
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and maintaining their 
profitability. It seems 
reasonable, I would think, 
for the CEO or whoever’s 
making this decision at 
Chartwell, to think about 
moving into a [lower] level 
of acuity in terms of the 
patient profile that they 
look at.

“Retirement homes 
would probably be a good 
bet for them.”

Stewart said the change 
in ownership will probably 
not make a difference to 
the community, but one 

Your full-service computer depot for a digital world.

Find us online www.realitybytescomputers.com

WE REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

System
Upgrades

Virus
Removal

Backup &
Recovery

E-Waste
Depot

WE ARE
OPEN FOR 
WALK-IN

BUSINESS

$59999 $39999

COME SEE US IN ELMIRA OR FERGUS TO CHECK OUT THESE GREAT DEALS ... and much m�e!

$44999

HP X360 1030 G2 
TOUCH SCREEN

i7-7600U 2.8ghz, 
8gb DDR4 Ram, 

256gb SSD, 13.3” FLIP 
TOUCH Screen

Windows 10 OS

DESKTOPS LAPTOPS  IPADSMACBOOKS

April

$17999

AMD A4-9120C APU 
 4GB x 32GB   

11.6” LCD  

HP CHROMEBOOK G8

AMD A4-9120C APU 

Dell E7450 
Intel i5 5300u 2.3ghz,

8GB DDR3 Ram,
256 GB SSD HD 14”

1920x1080 screen, 
Windows OS

$27999

LENOVO T570!
Intel i7 6700u 

2.6GHZ, 8GB Ram,
256GB SSD, 

15.6” Screen,
GEForce 940MX 

Video Card,
Windows 10 OS

$69999

Apple 
MacBooks 

Starting at

SAVE 
$120!

iPad 5
32 GB

Regular$29999$29999

BLOWOUT!

MacBooks 

15.6”
SCREEN!

256gb SSD, 13.3” FLIP 

Intel i5 5300u 2.3ghz,
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WOW!

36 Oriole Pkwy E.
519-669-5551

920 St. David St. N.,
519-787-0006

mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org

Ontario is Working
for Waterloo Region

Health Care:
• New and upgraded long-term care 

beds in Woolwich and Wilmot 

• Expanding local cardiac care, MRI 
services and critical health care 
infrastructure upgrades

Education & Training:
• New schools and childcare 

spaces in Breslau 

• $4.3M boost to KidsAbility Centre 
for Child Development

• Improved apprenticeship
and skilled trades training

• Modernizing math 
and science curriculum

Community & Social Services:
• New recreational centre in 

Wellesley, upgrades in Woolwich 
and Wilmot

• Investing in Community Health 
Centres and Home and Community 
Care

Affordability:
• Covering up to 75% in eligible 

child care expenses 

• Stabilizing energy prices 
by ending Cap and Trade

• Seniors Low-Income Dental 
Care Program

• Licence plate sticker 
removal and refund

Job Creation:
• Small business tax cut 

and COVID-19 supports

• Hydro relief for large employers

• Red-Tape reduction and shifts to 
digital services

• Rural broadband expansion and 
bridge rehabilitation projects

Stay Safe Lead the Way!
If you or someone you know are experiencing an emotional crisis, 
please reach out for immediate support at 1.844.437.3247

HERE
��
SEVEN

Follow on Twitter @WWOlderAdults

519.664.1900         1.855.664.1900
COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS

For access to information services and support contact

Against Older
Adults On The Rise

Against OlderAgainst Older
Adults On The RiseAdults On The RiseAdults On The Rise

Scams
Scammers increasingly target older adults. According to the Canadian 
Department of Justice, approximately 10% of Canadian older adults 
are victims of consumer fraud each year. In fact, financial scams 
targeting older adults have become so common that they are now 
considered to be “the crime of the 21st century.”considered to be “the crime of the 21st century.”

Red Flags:
• Unexpected phone calls, emails, texts or mail.
• Payment that is requested in the form of gift 

cards or bitcoin, this is NOT normal business 
practice.

• Government agencies getting in touch via 
text messages, this will not happen. For 
example, many people have been contacted 
about the license sticker rebate from the 
Ontario Government. This is FRAUD.

Did you know:
• That scammers can buy calling cards that 

make your call display look like they are 
calling from an agency, such as the Canada 
Revenue Agency.

• That many older adults feel embarrassed 
about falling for a scam; making it easier for 
these scammers to continue to trick others 
into giving them their hard-earned money.

Remember:
• If something seems too good 

to be true, it probably is.
• Don’t let anyone pressure you 

into providing personal information 
over the phone or computer.

• Hang up the phone, delete any emails 
or texts if you think it is a scam.

How to Report a Fraud:
• By phone; call 1-888-495-8501
    (toll free) Monday to Friday 

10am-4:45pm
• Forward spam text to your cell 

phone provider by forwarding the 
text to 7726

It is difficult to stay up to date on scams, as 
soon as one scam is publicized, another is born.

Cut this out 
and leave by 

your phone as 
a reminder.

CHARTWELL: Company expects few changes at facilities 
if sale to AgeCare Health Services goes ahead as plannned

→ FROM 9 of the most important 
metrics to watch is how 
well a private company 
can implement the recom-
mended four-hour-per-
day standard of care for 
residents.

In 2020, the provincial 
government implemented 
a target of an average of 
four hours of hands-on 
professional care each day 
for Ontario’s long-term 
care residents. The prov-
ince’s goal is to have all 
facilities meet that target 
by 2025.

In conjunction with 

its focus on retirement 
residences, the company 
also last week announced 
plans to acquire three 
recently developed facil-
ities in Ontario with 467 
suites from the entities 
affiliated with MTCO 
Holdings. The purchase 
price before transaction 
costs and customary 
closing adjustments is 
$228 million, including 
a deferred payment of 
$3 million. The resi-
dences are located in 
Collingwood, Barrie and 
Bowmanville.Young people in the townships had generally more positive outlooks, the survey finds. 
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THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

30 ORIOLE PARKWAY, ELMIRA
Open 8:00 am - 6:00 pm Monday - Friday

519.669.4400

We service all makes and models 
of cars, vans and trucks.

LET US CHECK YOUR TIRES AND GIVE
        YOUR VEHICLE A SPRING TUNE UP.

Keeping You
Going...

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519-669-7652
21 Industrial Dr., Elmira

Division of  Martin’s Small Engines

We offer complete service on all:We offer complete service on all:

Cars,SUV’s, 
Light Duty Trucks

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER

autofleetservices.ca

QUALITY
SERVICE
Done right, on time…

1070 Industrial Cres., St. Clements 519-699-9496

3533 Broadway St., Hawkesville 519-699-5252

Summer Tire Changeovers & Sales
Complete Brake Service • Safety Certi�cates
Annual Safety Inspections Shocks & Struts 
Complete Suspension Repair • Oil Changes

Computerized Engine Diagnostics • Tune Ups 
Computerized Wheel Balancing • Alignments

Exhaust Service  • Cooling System & A/C Repair

AT-A-GLANCE AT-A-GLANCE 
GUIDE TO GET GUIDE TO GET 

READY FOR THE READY FOR THE 
SEASON  SEASON  

CAR CARECAR CARE
S� ingS� ing
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THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

30 ORIOLE PARKWAY, ELMIRA
Open 8:00 am - 6:00 pm Monday - Friday

519.669.4400

We service all makes and models 
of cars, vans and trucks.

LET US CHECK YOUR TIRES AND GIVE
        YOUR VEHICLE A SPRING TUNE UP.

Oil Changes
& Services
      Brakes
      Tires
      & more

All Makes & Models
Medium Light Duty Vehicles 

Diagnosi�cs & Repairs 

All Makes & Models
Medium Light Duty Vehicles 

Diagnosi�cs & Repairs 

10 MAIN ST.,
DRAYTON

10 MAIN ST.,

We are here to help 
with your vehicle 
maintenance 

But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....
How is your personal

maintenance?
How is your personal

maintenance?

St. John 14:6
Jesus sai� unto him, I am 
�e way �e tru�, and �e 

life: no man come� unto �e 
Fa�er, but by me.

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE

SPRING
IS HERE

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-3232371 Arthur St. S.,  Elmira, ON

and we are 
here for you!

      Call to book 
your appointment 
today to remove 
your winter tires.

Keeping You
Going...

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519-669-7652
21 Industrial Dr., Elmira

Division of  Martin’s Small Engines

We offer complete service on all:We offer complete service on all:

Cars,SUV’s, 
Light Duty Trucks

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER

autofleetservices.ca

QUALITY
SERVICE
Done right, on time…

1070 Industrial Cres., St. Clements 519-699-9496

3533 Broadway St., Hawkesville 519-699-5252

Summer Tire Changeovers & Sales
Complete Brake Service • Safety Certi�cates
Annual Safety Inspections Shocks & Struts 
Complete Suspension Repair • Oil Changes

Computerized Engine Diagnostics • Tune Ups 
Computerized Wheel Balancing • Alignments

Exhaust Service  • Cooling System & A/C Repair

Locally Owned
& Operated

BOOK YOUR TIRE 
CHANGEOVER 

ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE  325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727 •
*May not be 

exactly as shown.
See store for details

 325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727 

NEW DEALS EVERY WEEK 

NOW BOOKING

SUNDAY 
APPOINTMENTS

HOURS: MON-FRI 8AM-8PM, SAT 8AM-7PM SUN 9AM-5PM

AT-A-GLANCE AT-A-GLANCE 
GUIDE TO GET GUIDE TO GET 

READY FOR THE READY FOR THE 
SEASON  SEASON  

CAR CARECAR CARE
S� ingS� ing
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Oil Changes
& Services
      Brakes
      Tires
      & more

All Makes & Models
Medium Light Duty Vehicles 

Diagnosi�cs & Repairs 

All Makes & Models
Medium Light Duty Vehicles 

Diagnosi�cs & Repairs 

10 MAIN ST.,
DRAYTON

10 MAIN ST.,

We are here to help 
with your vehicle 
maintenance 

But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....But more important ....
How is your personal

maintenance?
How is your personal

maintenance?

St. John 14:6
Jesus sai� unto him, I am 
�e way �e tru�, and �e 

life: no man come� unto �e 
Fa�er, but by me.

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE

SPRING
IS HERE

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-3232371 Arthur St. S.,  Elmira, ON

and we are 
here for you!

      Call to book 
your appointment 
today to remove 
your winter tires.

Locally Owned
& Operated

BOOK YOUR TIRE 
CHANGEOVER 

ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE  325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727 •
*May not be 

exactly as shown.
See store for details

 325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727 

NEW DEALS EVERY WEEK 

NOW BOOKING

SUNDAY 
APPOINTMENTS

HOURS: MON-FRI 8AM-8PM, SAT 8AM-7PM SUN 9AM-5PM
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

ArtsArts Count the Aud in Kitchener among the 
concert venues getting back to busi-
ness, with tickets now available for Dallas 
Smith's Some Things Never Change Tour, 
with James Barker Band, plus Shawn 
Austin, JoJo Mason, Kelly Prescott and 
Manny Blu. The show is set for June 24.
www.theaud.ca

The Grand River Film Festival (GRFF), Water-
loo Region’s longest running independent 
film festival, has announced the films for 
the 2022 season. This year, the festival 
will be presented as a hybrid experience, 
May 9 to 22, with live screenings at the 
Apollo Cinema in Kitchener from May 11-14.
www.grff.ca

Back rockin’ the Aud Hybrid film fest

Accreditation 
Number: 38988

We Care For You Like Family

Woolwich Community Health Centre
10 Parkside Dr, St. Jacobs, Ontario, N0B 2N0

martinspharmacy.ca

(519) 664-3785

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

WITH ITS UPCOM-
ING PRODUCTION OF 
Proof, Theatre Wellesley 
is finishing a journey it 
started two years ago. The 
company was in the midst 
of rehearsing the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning play by 
David Auburn when the 
pandemic hit.

“We have had this thing 
on hold for two years. So 
we are all very excited to 
be back doing theatre and 
putting this production 
on for our community. …
We’re very happy to be able 
to perform again,” said 
Theatre Wellesley member 
Al Strong.

“This has been a rather 

Theatre Wellesley’s back, and the Proof’s on stage
Beth Lanigan is Catherine and Al Cook is her father Robert in the Theatre Wellesley production of Proof. Submitted

elongated process to get to 
where we are today.”

Directed by David 
McNorgan, Proof tells the 
story of Catherine (Beth 
Lanigan) who has spent 
years taking care of her 
father Robert (Al Cook), 
a brilliant but mentally 
unstable mathematician. 
In the wake of her father’s 
death, a potentially revo-
lutionary mathematical 
theorem is discovered in 
one of his old notebooks, 
and as Catherine attempts 
to establish its authorship 
and validity she wrestles 
with the fear that she may 
be losing her own grip on 
reality just as he did. 

Haunted by memories 
of her father’s descent into 
madness, Catherine navi-

gates through her compli-
cated relationships with 
one of her father’s former 
students and her overbear-
ing sister Claire (Jackie 
Sharkey) on a journey to 
discover if she inherited 
her father’s genius, or his 
madness – or both.

The production also 
stars Shaun Purves as Hal, 
a former PhD student of 
Robert’s. 

“We have a very strong 
cast. It’s a strong produc-
tion. I’m very excited about 
what I’ve seen in rehears-
als. And I really think this 
is a production that will 
speak to many people. …
They bring a real depth of 
experience and skill and 
connection to the script 
and the show,” Strong said.

Proof is a nuanced 
production that deals 
with many serious topics, 
Strong explained. 

“It deals with it in a very 
real, very emotional way. 
It has its lighter moments, 
but it’s also a very compel-
ling story about trying 
to figure out ‘who am I? 
Where am I going? What 
does life hold for me? And 
am I going to inherit my 
father’s brilliance or my 
father’s madness?’” Strong 
said.

“[It] works at a variety of 
levels of family relation-
ships, identity, grappling 
with one’s self, so to 
speak,” he said.

There are also many 
different themes woven 
into the play.

“I think the one that 
speaks most to me is a 
young woman really 
trying to find herself. 
Her identity. …She’s also 
a young woman who is 
trying to find her place in 
an academic world that 
has not been traditionally 
friendly to women. So 
there’s a strong sense of 
this strong, independent, 
very intelligent, concrete 
young woman also trying 
to prove herself not only 
to herself, but to others 
within a male dominated 
academic environment,” 
Strong added. 

“The whole notion of 
proving oneself and estab-
lishing one’s identity are 
the strong themes.”

The play was an idea 

choice for their spring 
production, Strong said.

“Our spring show is done 
in our rehearsal space, 
which only has 30 seats, 
with an intimate setting. 
This setting lends itself 
well to this type of play – 
the way the spaces is set 
up, the distance between 
the audience and the 
actors is about less than 
two feet. It’s an intimate, 
compelling setting that 
lends itself well to the 
telling of these very rich 
stories.”

Proof runs from April 22 
to May 1 at the Wellesley 
Public Library. Attendees 
are asked to wear masks. 
More information can be 
found online at 
www.theatrewellesley.com.

It’s production on hold for two years due to the pandemic, local group finally gets to perform award-winning play Apr. 22 to May 1
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated general laborer. 
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general 
clean up. Early morning starts.

Competitive wage.

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more details.

Hiring a part-time delivery driver. 
1 - 3 days per week. Must be able to 

unload 60 lbs. Some very early 
starting times. CAREER

OPPORTUNITY

Part Time Office Support
8am - 1pm daily, with flexibility to work until 4pm occasionally
Programmed Insurance Brokers Inc. and RWAM Insurance Administrators 
Inc. (PIB RWAM) is looking for a motivated individual with strong customer 
service and organizational skills, along with keen attention to detail to join 
our Office Support Team, in our Elmira, Ontario office! As a member of 
our team, you will enjoy a positive work environment, professional training, 
and competitive compensation with benefits. We promote work/life 
balance and value the importance of family.

What you’ll do
• Apply postage accurately to all mailings as advised.
• Ensure timely and accurate pick-up and delivery of mail and packages.
• Track return mail and update databases.
• Sort, open and distribute mail to correct recipients / departments.
• Receive, track and distribute all courier items.
• Perform regular, as scheduled mail tours in the building to collect 

outgoing items and to distribute incoming items.
• Problem solve for any cases of missing documents, shipments 

and deliveries.
• Keep a clean, safe and organized work area.
• Adhere to policies, procedures and safety regulations.
• Follow current standards and procedures.
• Perform other support duties as assigned.
• Answer multi-line telephone.

What you’ll need
• You will need to be physically fit for this position.
• Able to communicate both verbally and in writing.
• Able to work efficiently as a part of a team as well as independently.
• Computer literacy.
• Attention to detail in all areas of work.
• Good organizational, time management and prioritization skills.
• Strong work ethic and positive team attitude.

Perks and Benefits 
• A comprehensive benefits package, competitive salary, profit sharing 

and company pension
• Wellness Program including various initiatives throughout the year
• Subsidized Cafeteria.

PIB RWAM is Canadian-owned, innovative, and a leader in the insurance 
industry.  Our head office is in Elmira, Ontario, with subsidiary offices in 
London, Chatham, and Blenheim, Ont; Bedford, NS; and Edmonton, AB. 
Learn more at: www.pib.com www.rwam.com

If you have the above qualifications and thrive in a team environment, 
we’d like to hear from you. Please apply to:  pib.hr@pib.com by 
April 22, 2022

PIB RWAM is an equal opportunity employer and encourages applications from all 
qualified individuals. We thank all applicants for showing an interest, however,only 
candidates selected for an interview will be contacted.

Help Wanted
Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Lorentz Farms Ltd.
Mill operators and night shift loader 

tractor driver/general labourer needed.
 

Some equipment operation required.  
Call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

SEASONAL
HELP WANTED

Help Wanted

PART TIME COOK with a passion for 
food and the culinary industry. Our ideal 
candidate will have strong organizational 

and time management skills. 
Experience in Canadian Cuisine, 

especially homestyle meals. 

Resumes accepted by email: 
adminassistant@stjacobsplace.ca 

or in person at 10 Water Street, St Jacobs.

We’re Hiring!

Help Wanted

We are looking for the following 
qualifications in our candidate:

• Grade 12 Diploma or Equivalent
• Must have bookkeeping experience
• Intermediate to advanced knowledge in MS Office 

(Word, Excel, Power Point) is an asset
• Must have working knowledge of QuickBooks/Sage 

50/Simply Accounting
• Must speak English & have strong communication skills 

both written and verbal
• Self-motivated, thrives in small team environment & can 

work cooperatively with others

Call 226.660.0102 for more information, or send resume to 
info@businessassist.ca, website www.businessassist.ca

Bookkeeper, Full-time

Help Wanted

Millbank Family Furniture has a position 
available for a full time

Delivery Personnel/Truck Driver 
Requires only a "G" class license. Job includes 

the loading & unloading of furniture into trucks & 
delivery to customers. Good customer skills 

required. Benefit package included. 

Drop in resume: 4044 Line 72, Millbank
or fax: 519-595-7107
or email: joe@millbankfamilyfurniture.ca

Only suitable candidates will be interviewed. 

Help Wanted

Help Wanted continues, Auctions 
and Word Ads begin on page 16

Help Wanted
Full time kitchen staff and serversFull time kitchen staff and servers

Apply within: 2238 Floradale Rd.  Or call: 519-669-2142

Help Wanted
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BOOKING FOR 2022

(ELMIRA)

 ↆ LO C A L  S E R V I C E S

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

K I N D N E S S

Solutions for this week's puzzles.

 HARD

 EASY

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
Jacob Auctions Ltd. 

519-348-9896

ONLINE 
AUCTION

At 2827 Hutchison Rd.  
(1/2 mile north of Crosshill on the gravel road)

STARTS TO CLOSE MONDAY 
APRIL 18TH AT 5:00 P.M.

INCLUDES:  MF 35 diesel tractor, JD 
riding lawn mowers, 3ph snow blower, 
tandem trailer, antique and other furniture 
including cupboards and good lamp table, 
tools, household goods, toys, farm and 
truck literature, antiques & collectibles.  
Over 900 lots.  
TO BID AND VIEW FULL CATALOGUE 
see jacobauctions.hibid.com 
PICKUP April 19th 9 – 5pm and April 20th  
9 – 12 noon at the Crosshill location. Furniture 
pickup Wednesday only.  

Auction

NOW HIRING FULL TIME
ROOF TRUSS ASSEMBLERS

Must be team oriented, ambitious & responsible
No experience required

Mar-Span offers competitive wages, production
bonuses and employee benefits.

Please apply with resume in person
or email resume to marv@marspan.com

We would like to thank all applicants, however
only those selected for interview will be contacted.

7221 Side Rd. 16 Drayton, ON

Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Installer
to join our team. In this position you would be working with 

one of our install teams installing high quality custom kitchens 
and stairs. In this position you would be reporting 

to our  Install manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet install experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic 
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. Thank you.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

For Sale
W E  A R E  OV E R -
STOCKED WITH A 
35ft Barrier Reef 
Grande fibreglass 
pool. Early summer 
installation. Call Ted 
Sebben at BCI Pools. 
519-588-7300 or 
email: tedsebben@
gmail.com

Farm 
Services

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

   

We are a full line dealer for agricultural construction, turf and 
consumer products. We specialize in Kubota, Polaris, Claas and 
numerous short line brands. A service technician with the 
versatility to work on a variety of equipment would be an asset, 
although being specialized in small engine, farm or construction 
equipment would be considered as well.

SERVICE TECHNICIAN

SERVING YOU SINCE 

1965

Please supply resume 
in person or by mail to: 
Deboer’s Equipment Ltd. 
0519 Wellington Rd. 7, Elora ON
N0B 1S0
Or Email: 
reception@deboersequipment.com 

Help Wanted

Apply in person at Stemmler Meats in
 Heidelberg or email terry@stemmlermeats.ca

 

Part time driver needed for deliveries 2 or 3 
days a week. Needs to be reliable, friendly and 
have knowledge of Elmira, Kitchener/Waterloo, 

Cambridge, and Guelph areas. 
Requires a G License. Minimum two years’ 
experience driving a straight truck or larger. 

PART TIME DRIVER 

Help Wanted

Help Wanted continued 
from page 15

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

Full time summer student 
line worker positions 

available at our apple processing plant in Elmira.

Day, afternoon, and night shifts

Please send resume to:
hr@martinsapples.com 

Help Wanted

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
BUYING ALL POCKET 
OR WRIST WATCHES , 
working or not. Omega 
I.W.C. Bretling, Rolex, 
Tudor, Patek, Univer-
sal, Hamilton, Ball, 
Howard etc, espe-
cially interested in 
vintage, gold & silver 
jewellery all coins & 
bank notes, all group 
of 7 paintings, scrap 
gold & sliver toys, 
military items. Call 
Terry @ 242-6900 or  
gallamore@golden.
net, fair honest prices. 
C o n f i d e n t i a l i t y 
assured. Have mask, 
will travel.

Wanted
WANTED - OLD 
CLOCKS, OLD RADIOS 
, old brewery items and 
trays such as Kuntz and 
Huether. Cash paid. 
Call 519-570-6920.

Trades & 
Services

C U S TO M  L AW N 
OVERSEEDING AND 
lawn seeding. Call 
519-503-5641.

LAWN ROLLING - 
RENTAL OR CUSTOM. 
2 machines available. 
Bomag 2600 lb or 
Wackerneuson 2000 
lb. Delivery available. 
Call 226-791-0921.

Rentals
TENNIS FACILITY 
PRIVATE CENTER 
court quality 60' x 
120' tennis facility 
available for hourly 
court bookings on 6th 
line in Ariss. Coaches 
looking. For more time 
to spend with their 
best clients will find 
our facility the perfect 
setting. Contact us 
at info@townlineten-
nis.ca or  phone  
519-501-1101 for more 
information.
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with 
residual built in 

Serving KW and 
surrounding area

Thorncreek Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest 
Management 

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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 ↆ R E A L  E S A T E

 I can hardly wait to share a fresh and enthusiastic perspective with 
each one of my clients. I was born and raised in the Elmira area 
which offers me an understanding of the unique culture within this 
community. A love for this area kept me close - attending Wilfrid 
Laurier University in Waterloo to complete my Bachelors Degree 
and returning back to Elmira to work. I am most excited to bring 
along several years of experience working in real estate law! This 
has given me an opportunity to learn how buying and selling your 
home works at every step of the way.

I believe what makes the community of Waterloo Region really 
special is the people! I can hardly wait to bring my passion for 
homes and my love of people together. Please reach out anytime - 
I am ready when you need me! 

I am so excited to announce that I will be joining 
Re/Max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage in Elmira.

EMILY MINIELLY
Sales Representative

Email: emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com   Direct #: 519-504-6247

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

$11.00/per sq. ft. plus C.A.M. fees 
space for lease. 2 units available im-
mediately. 1310 sq. ft. & 1821 sq. ft. 
Front & rear access. Newly renovated. 
Lots of parking. MLS

112 Oriole Pkwy, Elmira

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

ELMIRA - This bright 2590 sq ft home will not leave you disappointed.  The vaulted ceiling in the 
foyer gives you that welcoming feeling the moment you walk through the door.  The main floor, 
with hardwood throughout, has an abundance of natural light.  The kitchen, equipped with a 
peninsula, and 2 pantries,  is open to the dining and living room, perfect for entertaining.   The 
living room, with its gas fireplace, is perfect for cozy movie nights!  The separate formal dining 
room could be used as an office, or playroom for small children, separate, but still in view.  The 
main floor also offers a 2-piece bathroom.  Upstairs, you will find 4 bedrooms including a master 
bedroom with a walk-in closet and ensuite bathroom. The largest bedroom at the front of the 
house, boasts a large arched window, (could easily be used as a family room or rec room).  A 
4-piece bath completes the upstairs.  The unfinished basement, with large windows and a rough 
in bathroom, is awaiting your personal design style.  Whether it be a recreation room, gym, home 
office or an in-law suite with the walk up to the garage.  Time to get creative!  Walk out from your 
dining area to the fully fenced back yard, with deck and gazebo, overlooking the stunning 
perennial gardens.  Perfect for summer BBQs with friends or family.  Room for those guests to 
park, with a 1.5 car garage and ample parking.  All of this within a short walk to Schools, Parks, 
shopping and Public Transit … Book your appointment today! 

$899,000$899,000$899,000
ELMIRA - This bright 2590 sq ft home will not leave you disappointed.  The vaulted ceiling in the 
foyer gives you that welcoming feeling the moment you walk through the door.  The main floor, 
with hardwood throughout, has an abundance of natural light.  The kitchen, equipped with a 
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 This bright 2590 sq ft home will not leave you disappointed.  The vaulted ceiling in the  This bright 2590 sq ft home will not leave you disappointed.  The vaulted ceiling in the 

foyer gives you that welcoming feeling the moment you walk through the door.  The main floor, 
with hardwood throughout, has an abundance of natural light.  The kitchen, equipped with a 

 This bright 2590 sq ft home will not leave you disappointed.  The vaulted ceiling in the 
foyer gives you that welcoming feeling the moment you walk through the door.  The main floor, 

SOLD ELMIRA -  Welcome to this Elmira Birdland Family home located on desired Pintail Drive! 
This custom-built bungalow is nestled in the trees on a 72' x 160’ lot (160 ft. at the deepest) 
and is a nature lover’s dream. Located in a family-friendly neighbourhood close to schools, 
parks & amenities, this home is perfect for a growing family, or someone looking to add a 
granny suite. This home offers a formal living room & dining room as well as a dinette off of 
the kitchen that opens to the sunken family room with gas fireplace. There are 3 fair-sized 
bedrooms, all located on the main floor, including a master with ensuite & walk-in closet. The 
basement was professionally finished in 2006! Pull up a barstool and stay a while at the 
beautiful wet bar with fridge, dishwasher, & ice machine. Enjoy the games room and pool 
table and then settle in for a movie in the rec room with gas fireplace. The basement also has 
a 3-piece bathroom, bedroom, laundry room, storage room and an office. Watch the world go 
by and catch the sunrise on your large covered front porch. The park-like backyard has mature 
trees and a deck, perfect for summer BBQs while entertaining friends & family. Parking for 2 
in the double garage as well as 4 vehicles in the reinforced concrete driveway, brand new in 
2021! The metal roof was done in 2007. This spacious bungalow could be just what you have 
been waiting for. Book a private viewing today!

$999,000$999,000
ELMIRA -  Welcome to this Elmira Birdland Family home located on desired Pintail Drive! 
This custom-built bungalow is nestled in the trees on a 72' x 160’ lot (160 ft. at the deepest) 
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SOLD

COMING SOON 
TO KITCHENER

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS 

 ■ PeeWee U13A
Apr/01/2022 vs 
Riverside Rangers
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Colton 
Sinclair
ASSISTS: William 
Krubally
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Apr/01/2022 vs 

Woolwich Wildcats
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Nolan Martin 
(2)
ASSISTS: Emmett 
Colwill
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Apr/02/2022 vs 
Woolwich Wildcats
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: Colton Brito, 
Emmett Colwill, 

 ↆ S P O R T S  S C O R E S
Nolan Martin, Colton 
Sinclair, Reese Martin
ASSISTS: Austin 
Dietrich, Cameron 
Fisher, William 
Krubally, Nolan 
Martin, Matthew 
Kochut
Shutouts: Cohen 
Patterson
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Apr/03/2022 vs 

Woolwich Wildcats
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: Nolan Martin, 
Austin Dietrich, 
Colton Sinclair(2), 
Jaxon McGuire
ASSISTS: Austin 
Dietrich, Cruz 
Balog, Evan Hall, 
Colton Brito, William 
Krubally
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Apr/03/2022 vs 
Woolwich Wildcats
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 6
GOALS: Emmett 
Colwill, Nolan Martin 
(3), Reese Martin, 
William Krubally
ASSISTS: Austin 
Dietrich, Matthew 
Kochut, Cruz Balog, 
Mason Gear, Jaxon 
McGuire, Colton Brito

Wiess said.
While Wiess 

expressed disap-
pointment that 
Ontario Hockey 
Federation no 
longer hosts a 
provincial champi-
onship for U11, he 
said he is proud of 
the team for what 
they accomplished. 

“I’ll remember 
this for the rest of 
my life, as will they, 
I’m sure. The looks 
on their faces said 
it all.”

The U13 team 
also had a success-
ful year with only 
two losses and 
three ties. 

“We’ve had a 
fantastic year,” said 
coach Mike Brito. 

The team’s 
tournament started 
off with a 1-1 draw 
against the River-

side Rangers.
“Riverside 

certainly was a big 
one for us. The last 
time we were actu-
ally playing hockey 
right before COVID 
shut us down, they 
put us out in the 
semi-finals quite 
handily. So that was 
something that was 
certainly on the 
boys’ minds going 
into this weekend,” 
Brito said.

“And I think at 
that point that I 
really started to 
understand and 
believe that we 
could play with 
these guys.”

The two teams 
met again in the 
tournament final, 
with Woolwich 
taking a 6-2 win. 
Next up for the 
Wildcats is the 
OHF tourney in 

Cochrane on April 
22-24. While they 
will be playing 
against the best 
teams in the 
province, Brito’s 
players look to keep 
doing what made 
them successful all 
season.

“This was 
certainly one of our 
goals at the begin-
ning of the year. We 
sent a lot of goals 
here, and we’ve 
scratched most of 
them off our list 
along the way. We 
haven’t changed – 
we kind of set a goal 
at the beginning of 
the year as a team 
and we knew that 
we wanted to work 
towards it. We just 
kept coming to the 
rink and the kids 
kind of gave it their 
all and so I don’t 
think that we really 

change anything,” 
he said

“We believe in 
the 15 kids that 
we’ve got and we 
know that we get 
a strong group of 
kids inside our 
dressing room and 
we rely on all 15 of 
them. It’s not like 
nine of them get to 
play and six get to 
sit there and watch 
– all 15 of them 
contribute to our 
success. I think that 
one of our strengths 
is that we worry 
about ourselves 
and control what 
we are able to 
control. We spend 
very little time 
worrying about the 
person on the other 
side of the ice.”

For a team 
not able to play 
any games last 
season due to the 

pandemic, making 
it to the OHF 
championship is 
a culmination of a 
two-year wait, Brito 
said.

“I’m certainly 
proud of the boys. 
They’ve been 
through a lot in 
the last couple of 
years and it would 
have been easy to 
be discouraged 
and maybe lose 
some of the love 
for the game. But if 
anything, it’s been 
the complete oppo-
site,” Brito added.

“They obviously 
were rewarded for 
the hard work and 
we’ve got one more 
thing to take care 
of and we’re going 
to practice hard 
for the next couple 
weeks to get ready 
to see what we can 
do.”

OMHA TITLES: U13 team prepping for OHF tourney in Cochrane
→ FROM 3

observerxtra.com/scores

Submit your sports 
team’s scores online.
Deadline to be included is Wednesdays at noon



C L A S S I F I E D S  |  19   Thursday, April 7, 2022 | THE OBSERVER

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M
Celebration of LifeDeath Notice

HARTLEIB , DR. 
PAUL - In loving 
memory of Dr. Paul 
Hartleib, born 13 
July 1940.

HURAS, ROBERT 
- It is with deep 
sadness that we 
announce the 
passing of Robert 
(Bob) Walter Huras 
peacefully at St. 
Mary's Hospital, 
Kitchener on April 
1, 2022, in his 90th 
year.

Martin, Christian B.
Passed away peacefully on Saturday, 
April 2, 2022 at home in his 87th year. 
Christian Martin of RR 1, Elmira, 
was the beloved husband of Salome 
for 65 years. Also survived by sister 
Ada (the late Joseph) Horst and 
sisters-in-law Annie (the late Sidney) 
Martin, Elvina and Orvie Wideman. 
Fondly remembered by the Oscar 
Martin family, and numerous 
nieces and nephews. Predeceased 
by his parents, Moses and Elizabeth 
(Burkhart) Martin, stepmother Harriet 
(Brubacher) Martin, brothers Leander, 
Sidney, Ervin, and sisters Hannah 
(Edwin) Martin, Magdelena (Ervin) 
Bowman, Sarah Martin; Peter Martin 
in infancy, brother-in-law Joseph 
Horst and sister-in-law Maryann 
Martin. Viewing took place at 1446 
Tilman Road, RR 1, Elmira, on Sunday, 
April 3, 2022 from 2-6 p.m. and on 
Monday, April 4, 2022 from 2-5 p.m. 
A family service was held at 9 a.m. on 
Tuesday, April 5, 2022 at the home, 
then to Springfield Mennonite Meeting 
House for burial and further service.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Sarah Catherine Bradshaw  
(1962-2022)

Sarah died peacefully on January 
5, 2022 in hospice in Waterloo. We 
welcome friends and family to 
join us for a celebration of Sarah’s 
life on Saturday May 14, 2022 at 
2pm at Gale Presbyterian Church 
in Elmira, Ontario. Please visit  
www.galepresbyterian.com for 
COVID -19 protocols for those 
attending and to watch a livestream 
of the event for those joining from afar. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

HAPPY 50th ANNIVERSARY!

Ron & Marlene Radtke

Love Jason, Tracey, Tim, Nolan, Nyla & Ruby

Anniversary

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Notice of Public Meeting
Township of Woolwich

Remediation Advisory Committee (RAC) Meeting
Thursday, April 14, 2022
4:30 p.m. Public Meeting

Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance 
at the Township offi ces will not be permitted. Below is information 
on how you can participate in the meeting. 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view 
the meeting by

REGISTERING with the Support Specialist on or before 12 noon on 
Tuesday, April 12th. To register please email lschaefer@woolwich.ca 
or phone 519-669-1647, ext. 6112. Once you are registered the 
Support Specialist will forward information on how to connect to 
the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or toll-free conference call 
number). 

Proud parents Tasha and James 
Kuttelwascher are excited to announce 

the birth of their beautiful little girl, 
Hailey Maureen Kuttelwascher.  

Hailey was Born on March 27 at 13:42, 
weighing 7lbs 15oz and was 19.5” long. 

Delighted grandparents are  
Marilyn and Grant Boettger and  
Denize and Matt Kuttelwascher. 

Obituary

Birth Notice

Biesinger, Francis Hugh  
Joseph “Frank”

Peacefully passed away on Sunday 
evening, April 3, 2022 at St. Mary’s 
General Hospital, Kitchener, at the 
age of 64 years. Frank is lovingly 
remembered by his brothers and 
sisters Rose (George) Ziegler of 
Kitchener, Ruth (the late Ron) 
Dubrick of Hanover, Gloria Schwartz 
of Kitchener, Larry (Judy) Biesinger of 
RR 4, Listowel, Grace (Tim) Hanna of 
Lion’s Head, Melvin (Marna) Biesinger 
of Lake County, B.C., Alma (Andy) 
Ernewein of Walkerton, Yvonne (Ken) 
Montag of Brentwood, Tennessee, and 
by his many nieces, nephews and their 
families. Predeceased by his parents 
Edward and Regina Biesinger, his 
sister Audrey and brother Glenn. 
Frank was a faithful member of St. 
Teresa of Avila RC Church and worked 
with the Association for many years. 
Visiting for family and friends will 
take place at St. Teresa of Avila RC 
Church, 19 Flamingo Drive, Elmira, 
on Thursday, April 7, 2022 from  
9 – 10:45 a.m., followed by a mass 
at 11 a.m. Masks are not mandated 
but are preferred. The service will 
be recorded and available to view on 
Frank’s tribute page of the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home website Thursday 
afternoon. Interment will take place 
in St. Mary’s RC Cemetery, Hesson 
at a later date. A special thank you 
to all the staff at Assisted Living who 
treated “Frankie” as family. Donations 
to Elmira District Community Living 
would be appreciated by the family, 
and may be made through the funeral 
home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
 519-669-5790 ext 104  
 donna@woolwichobserver.com

Family Announcement Advertising: Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/order-family-album

Single:  $28 per insertion 
  

Double:  $38 per insertion 

Triple:  $48 per insertion

Announce it in  
the Observer.

Take the stress 
out of family meal 
planning.

newsmart.ca

This one year weekly planner will 
save you money, waste less food and 
save time during the week to spend 
more time with those you love.

Take the stress 
out of family meal 
planning.
This one year weekly planner will 
save you money, waste less food and 
save time during the week to spend 
more time with those you love.

newsmart.ca
100% LOCAL
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here Lee Fairclough has resigned as president of 
St. Mary's Hospital in Kitchener to run as the 
Ontario Liberal candidate in a Toronto-area 
riding of  Etobicoke-Lakeshore. The provin-
cial election is set for June 2. The hospital 
announced that Sherri Ferguson will serve 
as acting president to replace Fairclough, 
who arrived at St. Mary's in January 2020.

Region of Waterloo Public Health is observ-
ing Oral Health Month in Canada in April 
with a return of offsite dental screenings 
that prioritize barrier-free access to care. 
The region’s dental team is currently working 
with local school boards to resume in-school 
dental screening programs at elementary 
schools starting Apr. 25 and continuing into 
the 2022-23 school year.

Fairclough resigns Dental care back to school

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My fa-
ther has had dozens of kid-
ney stones in recent years. 
I have had a kidney stone 
once. Are kidney stones 
genetic? I'm wondering if 
I will follow in his path and 
if there is anything I can do 
to prevent kidney stones.

ANSWER: Heredity plays 
a role in the formation 
of kidney stones, and 
after you’ve developed 
them once, you are at an 
increased risk of additional 
kidney stone formation 
in the future. Fortunately, 
effective strategies are 

Preventing kidney stones

available to prevent kidney 
stones.

Kidney stones are small, 
hard deposits made of 
minerals and acid salts that 
form inside the kidneys. 
Although the stones start 
in the kidneys, most 
people don't know they 
have kidney stones until 
the stones move into the 
ureter – one of two tubes 
connecting the kidneys 
and bladder. Stones often 

become wedged in the 
ureter or in the opening 
of the kidney that leads to 
the ureter, causing urine 
to back up and resulting in 
severe pain.

Kidney stones are 
common. About 12% of 
the U.S. population has 
experienced repeated 
bouts of these stones. If 
you have a family member 
who has had kidney stones, 
then you’re more likely 
to develop kidney stones. 
But other factors can affect 
your risk, too.

For example, although 
the reason isn't clear, 

people who live in warm 
Southern climates near 
large bodies of water have a 
higher incidence of kidney 
stones than people who 
live in the Midwest. People 
who eat a diet that's high in 
protein or salt, or has exces-
sive amounts of oxalate, are 
also at higher risk of kidney 
stones. Oxalate is a mineral 
found in many fruits and 
vegetables, as well as nuts 
and chocolate. Normal 
intake of calcium in the diet 
may help prevent stones, 
while excessive amounts 
of calcium or the use of 
calcium supplements may 

promote stone formation.
Kidney stone develop-

ment often begins during 
a person’s 20s or 30s, and 
the problem may continue 
for many years. Nearly 
80% of people who have 
had kidney stones once 
will develop them again 
if preventive steps aren’t 
taken. Because the reason 
for kidney stone formation 
is specific to each person, 
it's important to work with 
your health care provider 
to establish an individual 
treatment plan that fits 
your situation. That plan 
should consider what kind 

of kidney stones you have, 
possible causes for their 
formation and specific 
steps to prevent them.

Of the several types of 
kidney stones, the most 
common type is calci-
um-based stones: calcium 
oxalate or calcium phos-
phate. They make up over 
75% of kidney stones. 
Others include uric acid 
stones, struvite stones 
that form in response to 
an infection and cystine 
stones, in addition to a 
variety of other rare types 
of kidney stones. Deter-

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

ONE ORGANIZATION 
LOOKING FORWARD TO 
something like normal is 
Canadian Blood Services, 
which struggled to keep 
up with demand through 
the pandemic. Now, it’s 
stressing the importance 
of being a donor.

“Every time you donate 
blood, you’re literally 
the direct connection to 
saving someone’s life. A 
lot of times, for example, 
if someone has cancer…
those cancer patients can 
require up to 10 units of 
blood each week during 
treatment, so that’s 10 
different people rolling 
up their sleeves to donate 
blood,” said territory 
manager Gina Leyva.

“It’s important that 
people donate because…
we rely 100 per cent solely 
on people volunteering to 
donate blood. They’re not 
paid to do so, so it’s very 
critical and so important 
that people donate,” Leyva 

said. 
The organization 

hosts a mobile 
clinic on the last 
Friday of every 
month at the 
Elmira Lions 
Hall, which 
Leyva said is 
key for helping 
supply keep up 
with demand. 

“For us as an 
organization, we 
know that they’ll show 
up there. We can host 
a mobile clinic in their 
community, and they will 
show up – they are very 
good. The community 
is fantastic and they will 
really show up and this is 
important as we always 
need to replenish the 
blood supply,” she said.

This clinic was import-
ant when other mobile 
clinics, such as high 
schools and postsecond-
ary institutions, were 
closed during lockdowns, 
Leyva added. 

Particularly early on 

The importance of being an earnest donor

→ DONORS 23 With many clinics on hold during the pandemic, Canadian Blood Services depends on donors to make the effort. Submitted

Canadian Blood Services rely on strong turnout at clinics to maintain a steady supply, a situation taxed by the pandemic

→ MAYO CLINIC 23

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

This month we are giving 
away a $100 Gift Card to 

Kitchen Kuttings Cafe! 
To Enter:
•   Fill out a ballot in our offi ce
•   Or, fi nd us on Facebook or Instagram. Tag a friend in 

the comments. Every comment is an entry! 

We will draw the winner on April 29th!
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ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

FRIDAY, APRIL 15
▢Good Friday Fish and Chips Park Fundraiser at the 
Maryhill Heritage Community Centre. Noon to 7 p.m., 
eat in or take-out, no reservations. 1 piece dinner 
$15 or 2 piece $17. Haddock with fresh cut fries , 
coleslaw, lemon and tartar sauce. 12 and under $8, 
dining in only. Dessert and refreshment available. 
Cash only. Call ahead for take-out orders advised 
519-648-2939.

THURSDAY, APRIL 21
▢Run for Office at 6:30pm – registration required. 
Learn from working/seasoned local politicians about 
what it takes to serve. Keynote talks by Doug Grif-
fiths, Jack Lucas and Ken Seiling will inspire and 
inform your decision to get on the local ballot. Be 
informed and hear from the clerk’s dept. and have 
your questions answered by a panel of politicians. 
Open to all residents curious about local politics. 
Visit www.healthywoolwich.org/runforoffice to 
register and receive a link to participate.

FRIDAY, APRIL 22
▢Theatre Wellesley presents "Proof." The show will 
be running on two consectutive weekends: April 
22,23, 24 and April 29, 30 and May 1. There will 
be matinee shows on April 23,24, 30, and May 1 
at 2 p.m.. Evening performances on April 22, 23, 
29, 30 will be at 8 p.m. All performances will be at 
The Wellesley Public Library. We ask that patrons 
attending the performances be masked. For more 
information contact Allan Strong 519-502-1681.

▢Elmira Legion's Turkey Stew Dinner. Pick up only 
from 5 p.m. to  6 p.m. Menu include turkey stew with 
garden salad, roll and dessert. $12/person. To order 
call Donna at 519-669-5894 by Wednesday, April 
20.

TUESDAY, APRIL 26
▢Tuesday Take-out Luncheon at Gale Presbyterian. 
Drive-Thru pick up between 11:30 -12:30, $12/meal. 
Menu: lasagna, veggie, Caesar salad, bread with 
garlic butter and apple crisp for dessert. RSVP to the 
church office by April 21, office@galepresbyterian.
com or call 519-669-2852.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27
▢Seniors’ Community Dining at the Linwood 
Community Centre. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us at noon for lunch and fellow-
ship. Cost: $12 per person. Must pre-register by 
noon on April 22 by calling 519-664-1900. This 
event will adhere to the current provincial regula-
tions that apply on the date of the event.   

FRIDAY, MAY 6
▢Woolwich Gardeners Plant Donation. We need 
donations of perennial plants and other garden 
related items for our fundraiser. Please bring items 
to Elmira Home Hardware parking lot (north side) 
between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 7
▢Woolwich Gardeners Plant Sale Fundraiser. Peren-
nial Plants and other garden-related items for sale.  
Please come to the north side of Elmira Home Hard-
ware parking lot between 8 a.m and noon.

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

All doughs lead to Rome

Pizza bianca (which 
means "white pizza" 

in Italian) is a popular 
snack sold at bakeries 
in Rome. This type of 
pizza might seem a little 
strange at first, because 
it isn't topped with any 
tomato sauce or cheese, 
but trust us, it's delicious!

Traditionally, pizza 
bianca is baked directly 
on the "floor" (or the 
stone bottom) of a pizza 
oven and is lightly 

charred, bubbly, and 
mostly flat. For the 
following recipe, we bake 
the dough in a baking 
pan, which makes it puff 
up like another Italian 
specialty, focaccia. So, 
think of this recipe as a 
pizza bianca-focaccia 
mash-up. Buon appetito!

Roman-Style Focaccia

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

▢ 3 cups (15 ounces) 
all-purpose flour

▢ 1 1⁄2 teaspoons 
instant or rapid-rise 
yeast

▢ 1 1⁄2 teaspoons sugar

▢ 1 2⁄3 cups (13 1⁄2 

ounces) room-tempera-
ture water

▢ 1 1⁄2 teaspoons kosher 
salt

▢ 2 tablespoons 
extra-virgin olive oil

1. In the bowl of a 
stand mixer, whisk 
together flour, yeast 
and sugar. Fit the 
stand mixer with a 
paddle attachment.

2. Add water to mixer 
bowl, start mixer on 
low speed, and mix 
until no dry flour is 
visible, 3 to 4 minutes, 
scraping down bowl 
occasionally. Stop 
mixer and let dough 
sit for 10 minutes.

3. Add 1 1⁄2 teaspoons 
salt to mixer bowl. 
Start mixer on low 

speed and mix until 
combined, about 30 
seconds. Increase 
speed to medium-high 
and knead dough for 
8 minutes. (Dough will 
look shiny, smooth, 
and very wet, almost 
like cake batter.)

4. Pour 2 tablespoons 
oil into a large bowl 
and evenly coat sides 
of bowl with oil. Trans-
fer dough to the bowl 
with the oil and flip 
dough to evenly coat 
with oil. Cover bowl 
with plastic wrap. Let 
dough rise until bubbly 

▢ Vegetable oil spray

▢ 2 tablespoons extra 
virgin olive oil

▢ 2 tablespoons fresh 

rosemary leaves

▢ 1 teaspoon kosher 
salt

1. While dough rises, 
adjust oven rack to 
middle position and 
heat oven to 450 
degrees. Spray the 
inside bottom and 
sides of a 13-by-9-
inch metal baking 
pan with vegetable oil 
spray. Pour remain-
ing 2 tablespoons 
oil into the baking 
pan and use a pastry 
brush to evenly 
coat pan with oil.

2. When dough is 
ready, transfer dough 
to a greased baking 
pan. Use your finger-
tips to gently pat and 
stretch dough out 
to the corners of the 
baking pan. (If dough 
snaps back when you 

press it to the corners 
of baking pan, cover it 
with plastic wrap, let 
it rest for 10 minutes, 
and try again.)

3. Let dough sit for 10 
minutes. Use a fork 
to lightly poke the 
surface of the dough 
all over about 20 times. 
Sprinkle rosemary and 
remaining 1 teaspoon 
salt evenly over dough.

4. Place baking pan 
in oven and bake 
until focaccia is 
golden brown, 20 
to 25 minutes.

5. Transfer baking pan 
to cooling rack and let 
focaccia cool in pan 
for 15 minutes. Cut 

For the dough:

To finish and bake:

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

9:30 am
Lent 6

Palm Sunday:
Seeking God’s Ways
Sara Wyngaarden Preaching
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordWord of the Week Find-A-Word THEME: CARD GAMES

ACROSS
1. Cookbook abbr.
5. Enthusiasm
10. Gun, as an engine
13. "Field of Dreams" 

setting
14. Accustom
15. Arid
16. Committed 

people pass it
19. Setting for TV's 

"Newhart"
20. That is, in Latin
21. Change, as a clock
22. Blows a gasket
24. Preserved, in a way
25. Shades
26. ___ flu
28. "... happily ___ after"
30. English race place
31. Good times
34. Colorful New 

Guinea fliers
38. Fourposter, e.g.
39. "From Here to 

Eternity" wife
40. Again
41. Alpinist's spike
42. "God's Little ___"
44. Biblical gift
46. Competed in the 

Hambletonian
49. Abyssinian outcry
50. Spinachlike plant
52. Propel, in a way

53. An inappropriate 
immune response 
to an infection

56. Lentil, e.g.
57. Corrupt
58. "___ be a cold 

day in hell ..."
59. "My boy"

60. Burned up
61. He and she

DOWN
1. Conical tent
2. Daniel of the frontier
3. Tends pigs

4. Calphalon product
5. Crystal-lined rocks
6. Hungry
7. Stars
8. Bring (out)
9. "___ the fields we go"
10. Be eco-friendly

11. Blew it
12. Blow off steam
15. Draft holder
17. Radial, e.g.
18. Slips
23. Irrational number
24. Christian name
26. Colorado resort
27. Computer picture
28. "Chicago" lyricist
29. Compete
30. ___-American
31. No Clue
32. "It's no ___!"
33. "What's ___?"
35. Vail trail
36. "@#$%!," e.g.
37. Blowgun ammo
41. Arrogant
42. In a mischievous 

manner
43. Small salmon
44. Copy, in a way
45. Chinese official's 

office
46. Golden Horde 

member
47. American symbol
48. In a bland way
49. Fail to see
50. Airy
51. "You ___?"
54. Egg cells
55. On, as a lamp

ACROSS
1. Current
7. Bargain-

basement
8. Type of 

thermometer
9. Ancient Greek 

state
10. Back 

somersault dive

DOWN
1. Scrawny one
2. Certain sorority 

member
3. Prefix with linear
4. Dine at home
5. Abreast (of)
6. Back biter

 BEZIQUE
 BRAG
 BRIDGE
 BUNKO
 CANASTA

 CRIBBAGE
 DEMON
 EUCHRE
 FAN-TAN
 FARO

 FISH
 GIN
 GRAB
 HEARTS
 HI-LOW

 KLONDYKE
 NAP
 OMBRE
 PINOCHLE
 PIQUET

 POKER
 RED DOG
 RUMMY
 SEVENS
 SKAT

 SOLO
 SPADES
 STOP
 THE STAR
 WHIST

GRIFT 
to obtain money illicitly.
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If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

Evening appointments available

73 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

Dr. Alice
Chen

Dr. Stephen
Morris

519-669-0012PHONE:

Optometrist Optometrist

(Beside the Clocktower Wellness Centre)

Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

Dr. Rebecca 
nnon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

Quality Care for All Ages 
AD SPOT - NON PRINTING& All Health ConditionsAD SPOT - NON PRINTING& All Health ConditionsAD SPOT - NON PRINTING

: Hair Analysis: Hair Analysis:
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com
69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405 8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca
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mining the type of kidney 
stones you have is key to 
preventing them from 
forming in the future.

After a passed stone has 
been captured, its makeup 
usually can be estab-
lished through laboratory 
analysis. Because each 
type of stone forms for 
different reasons, blood 
and urine tests also can 
help determine what's 
causing stone formation. 
For example, blood tests 
can reveal excess calcium 
or uric acid in your blood. 

Urine tests can show that 
you're producing too many 
stone-forming minerals or 
too few stone-inhibiting 
substances.

Once the type of stone 
and its cause have been 
established, your health 
care provider can work 
with you to develop a plan 
to prevent future stones. 
Prevention typically 
involves adjustments 
in fluid intake, dietary 
changes and in some cases 
medications.

By carefully following an 
individualized treatment 

ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

plan, more than 90% of 
people can successfully 
prevent additional kidney 
stones. This is true even 
if you have a genetic 
predisposition to kidney 
stone development. If you 
haven't already done so, 
talk with your health care 
provider about prevention 
strategies that are right for 
you.

in the pandemic, the 
agency saw some appoint-
ments cancelled due to 
public concerns about 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 
In that vein, a number of 
venues such a municipal 
halls typically used for 
mobile clinics were no 
longer available due to 
closures prompted by the 
coronavirus.

“That is where we get 
the large percentage of our 
new donors each year,” 
she said of the impact 
of missing out on such 
clinics.

“So we’ve had to roll out 
a number of campaigns…
to make sure that the 
supply didn’t reach a 
point where somebody 
who needed blood wasn’t 
able to get it. You have 
people who require blood 

ongoing, and then you 
have someone who gets in 
a car accident and needs 
50 units of blood in one 
day. That’s not something 
anyone can plan for, which 
makes our jobs really diffi-
cult,” Leyva explained. 

All the blood donated 
in Elmira will get used in 
Waterloo Region.

“Typically when you 
donate blood it’s in a 
patient within two to four 
days, so if you donate 
blood in Waterloo, it goes 
to Brampton for test-
ing and typically those 
donations will end up at, 
for example, Grand River 
Hospital.”

While Leyva acknowl-
edged there might be 
some hesitation for new 
donors, particularly when 
it comes to needles, she 
encouraged potential 

donors to think about the 
person who is receiving 
their blood.

“[Needles are] usually 
the number-one reason 
why someone would be 
hesitant to donate…it’s not 
fun to get a needle in your 
arm, I can’t lie and say 
it is. However, it’s really 
just one minute of minor 
discomfort and knowing 
that you are the direct 
connection to saving 
someone’s life,” she said.  

Many people become 
donors for life after their 
first time, Leyva added.

“The process is so easy, 
so streamlined. … You get 
in there, you’re in and out 
quickly… you’re shocked 
by how smooth and how 
comfortable the staff make 
you feel and you literally 
are just wondering why 
you hadn’t done it before.”

→ FROM 20

MAYO CLINIC: After a kidney stone is passed, it can be 
analyzed to determine how it was formed to begin with

→ FROM 20

DONORS: Canadian Blood Services have had to roll out 
various campaigns to keep up stock during the pandemic

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THE NITH VALLEY 
ECOBOOSTERS ARE 
selling rain barrels in 
an effort to reduce the 
amount of rainwater 
runoff while also helping 
residents save money on 
their water bills. The event 
coincides with Earth Day, 
April 22.

“The idea of rain 
barrels is first of all, to 
save money by using the 
water that comes off of 
the roof of your house and 
your garage and into your 
rain barrel rather than 
using tap water to water 
flowers and shrubs. So it 
saves people money,” said 
the organization’s Dean 
Peachey.

“It’s good for the envi-
ronment because you’re 

EcoBoosters selling rain 
barrels to mark Earth Day

slowing down when it 
rains…the water runs off 
roofs and sidewalks and 
streets and goes rushing 
into storm sewers or into 
streams. It doesn’t have a 
chance to percolate into 
the ground in an urban 
setting, and so by captur-
ing some of the water 
in rain barrels and then 
using it slowly over time, 
it’s saving the runoff that 
goes over land and into 
streams,” he explained.

While Peachey acknowl-
edged that the containers 
hold a relatively small 
amount of water (about 
220 litres per barrel) the 
more people using them, 
the bigger difference it 
will make.

“It’s sort of like people 
say ‘why should I walk 
to the store when I can 
drive?’ Well, one person 

walking to the store is not 
going to make a differ-
ence. A lot of people walk 
to the store or taking a 
bicycle makes a differ-
ence. We’re doing this as 
a truckload sale, so the 
prices are quite a bit better 
than what people would 
typically find in a store.”

Along with reducing 
runoff the barrels protect 
the environment because 
they are repurposed food 
containers. 

The barrels can be 
purchased online at www.
rainbarrel.ca/wilmot. 
For guaranteed delivery 
orders must be placed by 
April 15. Pickup will be 
April 22, from 4-7 p.m. at  
the Wilmot Recreation 
Complex parking lot. 
For more information, 
contact Peachey at 
deanpeachey@gmail.com.



24  |  T H E  B AC K  PAG E THE OBSERVER | Thursday, April 7, 2022

→ FROM 2

MORE HOMES: Larger supply seen as affordability cure

W W W. S O U R C E F L O O R I N G . C O M

SCAN ME

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

LUXURY VINYL
MASSIVE BLOWOUT SALE STARTS TODAY!!

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

CLICK LUXURYCLICK LUXURY
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

IN STOCK!

PAD ATTACHEDPAD ATTACHED
12”X24”CLICK12”X24”CLICK

VINYL TILESVINYL TILES

$$119999
FROM /SQ FT

REG 4.99

IN STOCK!

LOOSE-LAY LOOSE-LAY 
VINYLVINYL

$$449999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 7.99

IN STOCK!

HERRINGBONE HERRINGBONE 
CLICK VINYLCLICK VINYL

$$669999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 10.99

IN STOCK!

CORK PAD ATTACHED CORK PAD ATTACHED 
LUXURY VINYLLUXURY VINYL

WIDE XL BOARDWIDE XL BOARD

$$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

PAD ATTACHED PAD ATTACHED 
LUXURY VINYL LUXURY VINYL 

WIDE XL BOARDWIDE XL BOARD

$$338989
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

                    PAD ATTACHED PAD ATTACHED 
CLICK LUXURYCLICK LUXURY

       VINYL        VINYL 7MM THICK7MM THICK 

$$335959
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

 PAD ATTACHED PAD ATTACHED 
CLICK LUXURYCLICK LUXURY

     VINYL       VINYL  

$$226969
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

IN STOCK!

47” WIDE 47” WIDE VINYLVINYL 
STAIR TREADSSTAIR TREADS

STEP & RISER INCLUDEDSTEP & RISER INCLUDED

$$79799999
FROM

IN STOCK!

VINYLVINYL 
MOULDINGSMOULDINGS

100’S OF 100’S OF 
COLOURSCOLOURS
 IN STOCK! IN STOCK!

EACH

The team’s would go 
back to the room for the 
second intermission with 
Elmira up 2-1.

A power-play marker 
from Luke Eurig (Brody 
Leblanc, Nathaniel Mott) 
at 6:58 made it 3-1 for the 
home side, with Caledon 
getting one back less 
than three minutes later. 
Leblanc restored the 
two-goal lead with a short-
handed empty-net goal at 
18:17, with Mott drawing an 
assist. The 4-2 score is how 
the game would end.

“I thought we had a slow 
start to that game,” said 
Collins. “After that, it was 
a very workman-like atti-
tude, and they took care of 
business so, to speak. 

“Credit the guys: we’ve 
had a lot of guys out of the 
lineup, brought a lot of 
new bodies in the lineup 
who aren’t as predictable 
as guys that are around 
all the time, and they still 
found a way to get it done.”

Shots were 30-29 in 
favour of the Bombers, 
with Elmira netminder 
Dan Botelho stopping 28 
to post the win. The Kings 
were 1-3 on the power play, 
while Caledon was 1-5.

Special teams were a 
factor again the following 
night as the Kings trav-
elled to Ayr to fact the 
Centennials. 

Elmira again scored the 
lone goal of the opening 
frame, a shorthanded 
effort from Eurig, assisted 
by Jack Tos. It was 1-0 after 
the period.

Eurig gave the Kings a 
2-0 lead at 6:13, assisted 
by Lammel and Tos, but 
the Centennials scored 
a shortie of their own at 
18:38 to make it a one-goal 
game.

Tos scored early and late 
in the third to help seal an 
Elmira victory. It was 3-1 at 
1:04 when he buried a feed 
from Grein and Lammel. 
At 16:49, Tos converted on 
a play from Lammel and 
Chris Black to make it 4-1. 

A late power-play saw 
Ayr get one back with less 
than two minutes to go, 
but Leblanc’s goal at 19:19 
put the cap on a 5-2 victory 
in which the King outshot 
the home side 47-25. 
Elmira was 0-2 with the 
man advantage, with the 
Centennials 1-5. Botelho 
again backstopped the win.

Despite the early back-
and-forth, Collins said his 
crew never felt a win was 
in jeopardy.

“Never at one point 
during the game, when 
it was nothing-nothing 
or 1-0, did we feel like we 
didn’t have a good grasp 
on the game. We were in 
control the whole game,” 
he said.

It was a different story 
at the WMC Sunday night 
as the Kings closed out the 
regular season against the 
K-W Siskins, who never 
trailed on route to a 3-1 
win.

The visitors scored in 
the first period then again 
at 7:33 of the second to 
take a 2-0 lead that would 
stand until 17:45 when 

Tos (Leblanc, Mott) got 
Elmira on the board. But 
that would be it for scoring 
by the home side, with the 
Siskins netting another 
with less than three 
minutes left in the match 
to make it a 3-1 final. 

Shots were 22-17 in 
favour of Elmira, with 
Collins finding plenty of 
upside in how his team 
played in the wake clinch-
ing first place. Plans then 
immediately shifted to the 
playoffs, which got under-
way Wednesday night 
against the Brantford 
Bandits, a team that’s had 
a rough ride this season, 
reflected in a record of 
8-36-4.

“It was probably a 
long season for them,” 
said Collins, noting the 
Kings can take nothing 
for granted. “The plan is 
to try to polish the game 
plan that we’ve learned 
works for us, and to try to 
eliminate those lows in 
the game where we kind of 
lose focus.

“By now, everyone 
knows their job, what 
they’re supposed to do and 
where they’re supposed to 
be at times. It’s just about 
having the playoff intense 
intensity.”

Results from Wednesday 
night’s game in Elmira 
weren’t available before 
press time. Game two is 
set for Saturday night 
in Brantford, with play 
resuming Sunday after-
noon at 2 p.m. at the WMC. 
Game four goes Tuesday 
night in Brantford.

→ FROM 3

KINGS: Series against Brantford opened Wednesday night

going to do much for us.”
Municipal governments 

have expressed reser-
vations about changes 
to the planning process 
throughout the province’s 
consultations, including 
the Housing Affordability 
Task Force, with some 
arguing the measures are 
too developer-friendly.

Minister of Munici-
pal Affairs Steve Clark 
acknowledged municipal-
ities need to be brought 
on board in rolling out the 
More Homes for Everyone 
Act on March 30.

“If we’re going to deal 
with the housing crisis in 
Ontario, we need to have 
them in our corner, and we 
need to have them imple-

menting the policies that 
make sense,” Clark said. 
“They aren’t there yet.” 

Given that many devel-
opment issues end up in 
legal action, the province 
is also looking to reduce 
the backlog of cases at the 
Ontario Land Tribunal 
(OLT) and the Landlord 
and Tenant Board, allocat-
ing $19 million to that file.

The province hopes the new legislation prompts developers to build more homes, more quickly. In 
Woolwich, there’s a growth policy controlling subdivisions like this one in Elmira. Bill Atwood
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