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WE’VE GOT YOUR TIRES!
NEED WINTER TIRES?

SEE US FOR 

PARTY SUPPLIESPARTY SUPPLIES

*May not be as shown

Helium Balloons and Bouquets, 
Party Supplies, and Greeting Cards

ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE  325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727 •

PARTY SUPPLIES

ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE REGULAR HOURS: MON-FRI 8AM-8PM, 
SAT 8AM-7PM, SUN 9AM-5PM

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED

now at Elmira

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

THE CONTRACT 
AWARDED TO BUILD the 
new Wellesley Township 
Recreation Centre, the 
committee charged with 
raising the community’s 
portion of the $27-million 
price tag has now 
launched its campaign.

“There are two 
campaign goals. The first 
is to raise $2.5 million to 
offset the township’s costs. 
The  second is to foster 
community ownership in 
the project. We’re confi-
dent we’ll meet both goals, 
and maybe even exceed 
them,” said campaign 

Wellesley launches 
campaign for new
recreation centre
Committee looking to raise $2.5 million 
of $27 million cost for multi-use facility

→ CAMPAIGN 5

Emergency crews responded to Listowel and Floradale roads 
near Elmira Feb. 3 after a van went off the road and rolled over 
in a ditch. High winds and icy roads were a factor. No one was 
injured. Justine Fraser

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

WOOLWICH RESI-
DENTS WILL SEE A 5.37 
per cent tax hike this year 
under a budget approved 
Monday night during 
an at-times contentious 
council session.

That amounts to an 
extra $50, based on a 

home with an aver-
age assessed value of 
$400,000.

The budget includes 
an operating budget 
of $21,165,461, a 10 per 
cent increase from the 
2021 budget, and capital 
spending of $25,541,316, 
up 18.6 per cent over what 
was budgeted last year.

The tax increase 

includes a 2.02 increase 
in the base level, a 2.5 per 
cent infrastructure levy 
and 0.85 per cent special 
levy for greening projects.

Along with the tax 
hikes, the township is 
expecting revenues from 
new assessment to grow 
by 4.3 per cent, money 
rolled into this year’s 
increased expenditures.

Typically set at 1.5 per 
cent, the infrastructure 
levy was increased after 
council determined the 
township continues to 
fall behind on needed 
improvements to the likes 
of roads and bridges. 

A plan to borrow money 
to pay for one infrastruc-
ture project in particular 
– the rehabilitation of → BUDGET 5

Woolwich passes budget with 5.37% tax hike for 2022
the Peel Street bridge in 
Winterbourne – proved 
to be a major stumbling 
block, prompting Couns. 
Murray Martin and Larry 
Shantz to vote against the 
budget. The final tally 
followed Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan’s opting to vote 
in favour of the budget 
despite reservations in 
order to preserve the 

project.
Both Martin and Shantz 

had pressed to defer 
the project, which will 
convert the century-old 
structure into a pedes-
trian crossing.

“It’s not a good invest-
ment,” said Martin, who 
suggested a new bridge 
open to vehicular traffic 

chair Chris Martin.
The first phase of the 

fundraising drive will see 
the committee approach-
ing potential larger donors 
such as township busi-
nesses before moving 
onto direct appeals to 
the general public in the 
summer.

With a slogan of “some-
thing for everyone,” the 
fundraising drive is accen-
tuating the wide variety 
of facilities and programs 
that will be on offer at the 
new township centre.

Along with an 
NHL-sized rink, the 
62,000-square-foot facil-
ity at Queens Bush and 
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IT’S A HIT! Suites are going fast!

on Lexington

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

215 Lexington Rd, Waterloo
519-501-1131   INFO@HYGATELIVING.COM

Call
Today for

More Information!
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We’re extending the offer:
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three The 402 residential homes sold last month 
through the MLS system of the Kitchen-
er-Waterloo Association of Realtors set a 
new record high for January. On a year-over-
year basis January’s sales were up 12.3%. In 
January, the average price of a detached 
home was $1,152,707,  a 35.5% increase 
from January 2021 and an increase of 12.9% 
compared to December.

Plans to dig up Elmira’s Cardinal Street 
and Mourningdove Crescent will finally 
go ahead this spring, as Woolwich coun-
cil awarded a contract for the last phase 
of major inflow and infiltration (I&I) 
work in the Birdland subdivision. The 
work is budgeted to cost $1.7 million.
From the Feb. 10, 2007 edition of The Observer

House prices up again From the archives

DAILY GRILLDAILY GRILL
The

Restaurant

We also cater small parties!

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY Join us for your favourites or check out our Daily Features
FOR  DINE  IN

Welcome Back!

WE  ARE  OPEN

615 Davenport Rd., Waterloo | 519-886-4752 | dailygrill.ca |       @thedailygrillwaterloo | Hours: Tues. - Fri. 8am-7pm; Sat. 8am-6pm; Sun. 8am-2pm

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

WELLESLEY HAS 
REACHED A DEAL with 
its outside workers that 
provides for raises of 1.9 
per cent annually over a 
four year term.

The new contract with 
the Canadian Union of 
Public Employees (CUPE) 
Local 1542 is retroactive 
to Jan. 1, 2021. The previ-
ous deal had expired on 
Dec. 31, 2020. The union 
represents a dozen employ-
ees in the recreation and 
public works departments.

Now ratified by both 
sides, the deal came after 
a protracted battle that 
saw members back a 
strike mandate and the 
union fight back against 
concessions demanded by 
the township. CUPE also 
took issue with Wellesley’s 
hiring of labour consultant 
Ken Godevenos, noting 
his “long record of sexist, 
racist, anti-union, Islam-
ophobic and anti-LGBTQ 
posts on his Twitter 
account, alongside an 
ongoing stream of COVID 

CUPE representatives agree to 1.9 per 
cent raise over next four years

vaccine disinformation.”
Negotiations ended up 

taking a year and included 
calling in a provincial 
conciliator in September.

“It’s definitely been 
tough. The 5th of February 
of 2021 is when we started, 
so it went for pretty well a 
full year,” said CUPE Local 
1542 president Chris Roth 
of the negotiation process. 
“I just want to make it 
fairly clear that we’re 
happy to have a settlement 
and a deal, but not very 
happy with how it went.”

Roth said many of the 
concessions were removed 
from the table, but new 
work schedules – 5 a.m. to 
1 p.m. instead of 7 a.m. to 3 
p.m. – will be disruptive to 
the lives of the workers.

“We were certainly able 
to fight off all the conces-
sions, but we weren’t able 
to make very many gains. 
Unfortunately, they’ve 
been put into an awkward 
shift schedule or, like the 
winter shift schedule that 
the municipality feels will 
save them in overtime 
and whatnot, but it really 

Health officials remain wary despite decline in cases
Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

AS PEOPLE START TO 
GET back in the swing of 
things and restaurants 
reopen for what may be 
the fourth or fifth time in 
the last two years, Water-
loo Region public health 
officials want residents to 
be cautious, as hospitals 

Artistic rendering of the roundabout proposed for Bloomingdale-area intersection. Submitted

are still feeling the weight 
of the Omicron wave. 

“While the Omicron 
variant remains a threat, 
I strongly advise resi-
dents to gradually and 
cautiously resume their 
activities, while following 
public health precautions. 
Residents should remain 
cautious as the province 
loosens restrictions, as 

Omicron continues to 
circulate at high levels,” 
said medical officer of 
health Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang, 
during Friday’s weekly 
pandemic briefing.

“Our local hospitals 
continue to be under 
significant pressure. 
Hospitalizations and 
ICU admissions may 
increase as restrictions 

ease. A third dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine greatly 
reduces the risk of serious 
outcomes and reduces the 
strain on our healthcare 
system.”

Still, the downward 
trend in active COVID-19 
cases in the region contin-
ued this week, with some 
1,175 reported at midweek, 
down from 1,600 a week 

earlier.
Public health officials 

are monitoring outbreaks 
at 47 locations, down from 
64.

Wang noted the risk of 
resurgences as the prov-
ince reopens is difficult 
to predict. Residents 
are being reminded to 
get their first, second or 
third dose of vaccines to → PANDEMIC 5

prevent them from getting 
seriously ill or ending up 
in one of the local hospi-
tals. Residents are also 
being advised to continue 
following other public 
health precautions such as 
wearing a mask and physi-
cally distancing. 

“We are confirming 
more clinics across 

Region seeking public input on roundabout
Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

THE INTERSECTION OF 
SAWMILL AND Ebycrest 
roads near Bloomingdale 
is the latest candidate for 
conversion to a round-
about. Waterloo Region 
has the project slated for 
2024.

Right now, the region 
is soliciting feedback 

from the public via its 
EngageWR forum, www.
engagewr.ca.

“We have our Engage 
website up and running, 
collecting survey 
responses from the public 
so they can weigh in on 
how they feel about a 
roundabout at this inter-
section,” explained Jeff 
Nyenhuis, senior engineer, 
transportation expansion, 

with the regional govern-
ment.

The project is in the 
preliminary stage, with 
initial design work 
underway. More details 
will be worked out as 
construction grows closer. 
The initial budget is $1.1 
million.

Only recently signal-
ized, the intersection 
doesn’t appear as strong a 

candidate for roundabout 
conversion as other spots 
in the township, suggest 
Woolwich Coun. Larry 
Shantz.

“There are a number 
of other places that are 
far more important than 
that corner. One would be 
further down on Fountain 
and Menno (streets) – that 
would be a good spot, 

→ ROUNDABOUT 5

Wellesley Twp. 
reaches deal with 
unionized workers

→ CONTRACT 7
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VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

265 Katherine St. S. 1km south of Winterbourne

www.cribit.com
519-664-3701

Thank you! Custom Machining 
& Repairs

MACHINE 
& REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER
519.669.2198

126 Bonnie Crs., Elmira
www.rytechmachine.ca www.rpmconstructionltd.com

Specializing in:
Additions • Interior Renovations 

Window/ Door Replacement
Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations

22 Second St., Elmira  |  519.669.1217

THANK YOU 
FRONTLINE WORKERS

Our thanks to 
Healthcare 

Workers
Thank you for keeping us safe!

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 | Fri 9-6 | Sat 9-5  
www.kitchenkuttings.com

Thank you for keeping us safe!

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 | Fri 9-6 | Sat 9-5  

5 FORWELL ROAD
AT VICTORIA ST., N., KITCHENER

(519)745-3250
www.bfdrona.com

Order online at rona.ca
Curbside Pickup/ Delivery 

only during lockdown
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira 

519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

www.elmirainsurance.ca

Thank you!

150 Church St. W., Elmira
519-669-5672

Providing Emergency and 
Preventative Health Care for your 
Horses, Pets and Farm Livestock

You are greatly appreciated!

FrontlineWorkers.

to

Thank you for keeping us safe.

This message is brought to you by these community-minded businesses.

Our Thanks

www.rigarus.com
284 Union St., Elmira

519.669.5040

“A High Five from Rigarus!”

519-664-3414
info@wkdahm.com

Thank you!

www.elmirapet.com

Thank 
you!

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
INSTITUTIONAL • AGRICULTURAL

RESIDENTIAL

www.freybc.com     519-699-4641



C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S  |  5   Thursday, February 10, 2022 | THE OBSERVER

pre-order

reQuired
reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com
CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri. & Sat. 8-7:30

MON FEB 14

Including Coleslaw, Rolls, Mashed potatoes, Vegetable & Dessert

11am-7pm
or

$9.99

PORK SAUSAGE     

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$11.90/lbROAST BEEF

$3.39/lb

Reg.$5.39/lb

/lb

DELI-SLICED     

PLAIN AND GARLIC 

that would incorporate 
heritage components of 
the existing steel-truss 
span.

“Fifteen, 20 years  
down the road when this 
bridge needs a whole lot 
more work or maybe has 
to be closed, and then 

CAMPAIGN: Committee has been gauging the needs of community and users groups right from the start

Artistic rendering of the planned new Wellesley Township Recreation Centre. Submitted

→ FROM 1

Hutchison roads in Welles-
ley village will include 
eight dressing rooms (two 
fully accessible), a dress-
ing room for the Apple-
jacks Junior C hockey 
team, a youth centre, 
seniors’ centre, a gymna-
sium that could serve as a 
community centre, meet-
ing rooms, fitness rooms, a 
walking track,  a commer-
cial kitchen, a multi-use 
court, a skate park, active 
outdoor play centre, two 
soccer fields and outdoor 
walking trails.

There’s room on the site 
for a future second ice pad 
and outdoor pool, as well.

The township is also in 

BUDGET: Session gets heated at times as councillors take varying stances on projects in 2022 budget plans
→ FROM 1 when you look at the cost 

of redoing it or building 
a new one, the people are 
going to scream and say 
‘why didn’t the previous 
council look at it when 
they had the chance.’”

“If we decide not to do 
it, we’re not breaking any 
promises,” said Shantz of 

any decision to defer.
As with some other 

councillors, he expressed 
concerns about the lack 
of council control of this 
year’s budget process.

“For the first time, 
council pre-endorsed a 
4.85 per cent increase 
and sent staff off to 

prepare a budget. It felt to 
me like the 2022 budget 
was already passed in 
August long before we 
had a chance to see any 
numbers,” he said.

The meeting got tense 
later when Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan said the process 
is typically staff-led, 

and also at the other end, 
at Shantz Station and 
Kossuth (roads),” he said 
in discussing the plan at a 
Woolwich council meeting 
last week.

Nyenhuis noted the 
numbers add up at that 
intersection.

“The reason why we 
selected this intersection 
to be considered for a 
roundabout is that the 
temporary traffic signals 
that were installed, that 
was an interim measure 
based on warrants to 
implement intersection 
control measures,” he said. 
“Based on safety, perfor-
mance, traffic capacity 
and total life cycle costing, 
staff were considering a 
single-lane roundabout 
because a roundabout 
would result in fewer 

negotiations to include 
space for the commu-
nity health centre at the 
location, with costs to be 
recovered from leasing the 
space.

“With so much to offer, 
the new recreation centre 
will impact the lives of the 
residents of our township 
for years to come,” said 
Martin. “This will be a first-
class community facility 
that will enhance the qual-
ity of life for everyone.”

Throughout the process, 
Martin has spoken with 
numerous people about 
what the facility would 
offer. Now, with construc-
tion on the horizon, he’s 
talking with many more 

about the benefits it will 
provide.

“It’s just so much 
more than an arena. The 
community hall, gym, 
walking track, spaces for 
youth and seniors. The 
health centre, meeting 

rooms, fitness centre. 
The skateboard park and 
soccer fields – whenever I 
go over what’s in a project 
with someone who’s not 
necessarily familiar with 
it, the remark I often get is 
‘I had no idea.’ When they 

do learn about that, invari-
ably, there is something 
in there for them. That’s 
where our campaign 
slogan came from, some-
thing for everyone,” said 
Martin.

The committee chair 

has also been busy visiting 
other multi-use facilities 
in other municipalities, 
learning what works, and 
what doesn’t, ahead of 
finalizing the construction 
details for the Wellesley 
Township building.

“The advantage of being 
one of the last to build one 
of these complexes is you 
get to see the good and the 
misses of others. We’ve 
tried to incorporate all of 
that into our project.”

To find out more about 
the Wellesley Township 
Recreation Centre and the 
“Something for Everyone” 
capital campaign, see the 
group’s website at www.
something4everyone.ca.

suggesting council often 
failed to provide budget 
oversight throughout his 
two terms.

“There’s a lot of spend-
ing here in this budget 
this year – this is my 
concern – and a lot of new 
taxes,” he said.

“I think there’s people 
on this council that I 
really hope for the sake 

of Woolwich Township’s 
future don’t run again.”

That prompted an 
interjection from Coun. 
Fred Redekop, who was 
chairing that segment of 
Monday night’s meeting.

“That’s an irresponsi-
ble comment, Mr. Merli-
han. You’re accusing 
us without naming us – 
that’s not acceptable.”ROUNDABOUT: Ward 3 councillor has reservations about the project

→ FROM 3 injury collisions, fewer 
delays to motorists than 
the existing traffic signals.

“A roundabout gener-
ates fewer greenhouse gas 
emissions than a traffic 
signal. And it would also 
provide traffic-calming 
measures in the Rosendale 
community.”

After reviewing public 
comments, engineering 
staff expect to bring a 
report to regional council 
by late-spring or summer, 
with detailed design work 
scheduled to be carried 
out through to the winter 
of 2023. The work will be 
sent to tender in spring 
of 2024, to be followed by 
construction currently 
slated to begin in May of 
that year.

“Traffic that uses 
this intersection will be 
impacted during the round-

about construction,” said 
Nyenhuis. “When we finish 
our design construction, 
staging and appropriate 
detours will be established 
based on the construction 
scope and traffic manage-
ment options. 

“Our staff will work with 
Woolwich township staff 
and emergency services to 
make a staging plan and 
detour plans, and we’ll 
communicate those plans 
with the public well in 
advance of the construc-
tion.”

Shantz said he’ll be 
interested to see how traf-
fic is maintained through 
the intersection during the 
construction phase. A full 
detour would be a long one 
for drivers.

He questioned the ratio-
nale for the roundabout 
given how traffic volumes 

are seldom an issue, 
noting that some of the 
peak-time backlogs would 
be solved by a right-turn 
lane where Ebycrest Road 
meets Sawmill Road.

“First of all, I was 
surprised when I saw the 
lights go up in there in the 
first place. Yeah, there are 
a couple of times a day 
when traffic backs up on 
Ebycrest a little bit, trying 
to get out onto Sawmill 
Road or Bloomingdale 
road going the other 
direction, but typically 
I think traffic flows well 
from Breslau,” he said. 
In my view, if they would 
have put a right-hand turn 
lane there, that would 
have solved the problem, 
because you only need one 
or two cars turning left and 
then it backs up, especially 
now that the light is there.”

PANDEMIC: Region prioritizing vaccinations in the rural areas
→ FROM 3

our region, and we will 
continue to focus on 
townships in the month 
of February,” said Vickie 
Murray, director of the 
vaccine rollout for the 
Waterloo Region in the 
same update. 

The region is priori-
tizing townships for the 
month of February to 
help residents that may 
be too far away from mass 
immunization clinics to 
access the vaccines easily. 
This week they were at 
Woolwich Memorial 
Centre in Elmira from 
Monday to Wednesday. 

There will be a vaccination 
clinic at Breslau Commu-
nity  Centre on Family Day 
weekend, February 21-23.

“I think we’re just really 
taking a look at our region 
as a whole and wanting to 
make sure that a vaccine 
is accessible to everyone 
where they are. We know 
there are some people who 
need the vaccine to come 
closer to them and that’s 
why we’re really trying to 
ramp up those outreach 
options,” said Murray.

Some 88.5 per cent of 
eligible residents have 
had at least one dose of 
vaccine, with 84.1 per cent 

fully vaccinated. Of chil-
dren under the age of 12, 
54.5 per cent had their first 
dose and 28.7 per cent had 
both doses. 

“Although children tend 
to have milder symptoms, 
one child being admitted 
to hospital with serious 
COVID illness is one too 
many. With millions of 
children having received 
the COVID-19 vaccine 
across the world, we know 
that the COVID vaccine is 
safe and effective, and it 
will help keep our children 
safe,” said Murray.

As with the region, 
the number of cases has 

dropped in Welling-
ton-Dufferin-Guelph, 
with 424 active cases, 
down from 590 seven days 
earlier. There have been 
153 fatalities associated 
with the virus, 12 in the 
past week.

Public health there 
reports 85.8 per cent of 
eligible residents have 
been fully inoculated, 
with 59.3 having had a 
booster shot.

For children between 
the ages of 5 and 11, 57.3 
per cent have had at least 
one dose, with 32.2 per 
cent having been fully 
vaccinated.



6  |  I  ♥  F R O N T L I N E  WO R K E R S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, February 10, 2022

Discover our local businesses | discover.observerxtra.com

#strongertogether
#strongertogether

FrontlineWorkers.

to

Thank you for keeping us safe.

www.woolwichseniors.ca
contact@woolwichseniors.ca

THANK YOU
To all of the front-line, 
essential workers and 

volunteers in our 
community. 

We appreciate you!

We are here to help 
with your essen�al 

vehicle maintenance

We are here to help 
with your essen�al 

vehicle maintenance
Jesus sai� unto him, I am �e way 

�e tru�, and �e life: no man 
come� unto �e Fa�er, but by me.

St. John 14:6

“PROUDLY REMEMBERINGOUR PAST; 
CONFIDENTLY EMBRACING OUR FUTURE.”

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820 2080 Northfield Dr. E., Elmira  

519.669.1616

3785 Nafziger Rd., 
Wellesley

519.656.3083
www.murrayleisconstruction.com

YOUR HOME IS IN GOOD HANDS

Signs
Banners

Truck Lettering
Digital Printing

104 BONNIE CRES UNIT 1
519-669-0264

Church St E

A
rt

hur 
St  

S

Wyatt St E

ELMIR A

519•669•1212
3 Wyatt St. East

www.sosphysiotherapy.ca

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA
519-503-2753 

leonmartin@remax.net

Thank 
you!

Our Thanks

This message is brought to you by these community-minded businesses.

SANYO
CANADIAN 
 MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 

519.669.1591
www.sanyomachine.on.ca

Thank you 
frontline workers

Stay Safe.
Stay Strong.
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 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

JANUARY 31

11:47 AM | Unknown 
suspect(s) damaged a mail 
box in the area of Ament 
Line and Hawkesville Road 
in Wellesley Township. 
Anyone with additional 
information regarding this 
incident is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. Anonymous 
tips can also be submitted 
at www.waterloocrimes-
toppers.com. 

FEBRUARY 2

3:33 PM | A single-vehi-
cle collision brought police 
to the area of Sawmill 
and Ebycrest roads near 
Bloomingdale. The driver 
was heading north on 
Sawmill Road when they 
lost control while braking 
and slid across the road, 
striking a road sign. No 
physical injuries were 
reported as a result of 
the collision. A 22-year-
old Kitchener man was 
charged with ‘careless 
driving.’

4:40 PM | A vehicle was 
being driven south on 
Church Street West near 
Floradale Road west of 
Elmira when the driver lost 
control and left the road-
way, striking a hydro pole. 

Waterloo Regional 
Police have charged two 
drivers in connection to 
the Freedom Convoys 
that took place last week-
end. 

On February 5 at 
approximately 2:50 p.m., 
police received a report 
of a driving incident 

There was no damage to the 
pole and no physical injuries 
sustained at the time.

FEBRUARY 3

8:00 AM | Following a 
break-in at a residence on 
Kraft Drive in Woolwich 
Township, members of 
Waterloo Regional Police 
Service’s Break, Enter and 
Vehicle Theft Team laid 
charges on a 33-year-
old Kitchener man. He is 
charged with ‘break and 
enter,’ ‘commit theft’ (two 
counts) and ‘operation 
while prohibited.’

11:05 AM |  A single-ve-
hicle collision brought 
police to Listowel Road 
and Floradale Road in 
Woolwich Township. A 
vehicle was being driven 
east on Listowel Road 
when, due to high winds 
and icy road conditions, 
the driver lost control of 
the vehicle, which left the 
roadway, slid down an 
embankment and came to 
a stop on its roof. No inju-
ries were reported.

FEBRUARY 5

7:30 PM | Perth County 
OPP charged a Perth East 
resident after an assault 
during a domestic occur-
rence after being called 

Waterloo Regional Police lay charges after conclusion of Freedom Convoys in region
connected to the Free-
dom Convoys. The driver 
of a blue Subaru was part 
of the moving protest, 
driving around the area of 
Peppler Street and Laurel 
Street in Waterloo when 
he became involved in a 
dispute with the driver of 
a taxi. 

The driver of the 
Subaru sped up and 
slammed on his brakes 
ahead of the taxi driver, 
which almost resulted in a 
rear-end collision. 

Members of the 
Waterloo Regional Police 
Service’s Traffic Unit 
investigated the incident, 

Anyone with information is asked to call police at 519-570-9777 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.  

to a residence on Pacific 
Avenue in Milverton. The 
victim received minor inju-
ries as a result. A 38-year-
old resident of Perth East 
was arrested and charged 
with ‘assault – spousal.’ 
The accused was released 
from custody and is 
scheduled to appear at the 
Ontario Court of Justice in 
Stratford at a later date to 
answer to the charges.

FEBRUARY 7

9:29 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a single-ve-
hicle collision in the area 
of Maryhill Road and St. 

Charles Street West in 
Maryhill. A road grater was 
travelling south on Mary-
hill Road when the side of 
the vehicle caught a power 
line. The wires were pulled 
down and came to rest on 
the vehicle. The road was 
closed for approximately 
40 minutes while Water-
loo North Hydro cleared 
the vehicle from the wires. 
There were no injuries and 
no charges were laid.

10:49 AM | Police 
received a report of a 
theft from an unlocked 
vehicle in Hawkesville. 
Sometime during the 
overnight hours, unknown 

and as a result, charged 
a 42-year-old Kitchener 
man with ‘stunt driving’ 
and ‘careless driving.’ 
His driver’s licence was 
suspended for 30 days, 
and his vehicle was 
impounded for 14 days. 

On Sunday at 3:30 p.m., 
members of the Waterloo 

Regional Police Service’s 
Traffic Unit performed 
a traffic stop on a semi-
trailer truck in the area 
of Alexandra Avenue in 
Waterloo. The truck driver 
was participating in the 
rolling vehicle protest for 
the Freedom Convoy. 

As a result of the 

investigation, a 43-year-
old man was charged 
with ‘unnecessary 
noise,’ ‘unnecessary 
slow driving’ and addi-
tional charges regarding 
improper documentation 
for a commercial motor 
vehicle. 

suspect(s) entered a vehi-
cle parked in a driveway 
in the area of Geddes and 
Diefenbacher streets. 
Personal property was 
taken. Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

11:20 AM |  Police 
received another report of 
a theft from an unlocked 
vehicle in Hawkesville. 
Sometime during the over-
night hours, an unknown 
suspect(s) entered a vehi-
cle parked in a driveway in 
the area of Broadway and 
Martha streets. Personal 

property was taken.

3:10 PM | Yet another 
Hawkesville resident 
reported a theft from a 
parked vehicle, the result 
of unknown suspect(s) 
active overnight on 
Geddes and Diefenbacher 
streets.

4:17 PM | Police received 
a report of a theft from 
two vehicles in St. Jacobs. 
Sometime between the 
evening of February 5 and 
the morning of February 
6, unknown suspect(s) 
entered vehicles parked in 
a driveway in the area of 
Northside Drive and King 
Street North. Personal prop-
erty was taken. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

6:29 PM |  Police got 
another call about a theft 
from an unlocked vehi-
cle in Hawkesville. As 
with the others, someone 
acting overnight entered a 
vehicle parked in a drive-
way in the area of Geddes 
Street and Herrgott Road. 
Personal property was 
taken. Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

A downed hydro line brought emergency crews to Maryhill Feb. 7. Justine Fraser

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

ANYONE BUYING A NEW 
HOME anywhere in Wool-
wich can now expect to 
pay an additional $5,000 
to pay for a road connect-
ing to a new subdivision in 
Breslau.

The extra development 
charges would cover the 
$30-million cost of the 
so-called Breslau east 
connector road. The new 
route would run between 
a future Dolman Street 
extension at Fountain 
Street and Greenhouse 
Road to the east. An esti-
mated $14.5 million would 
be needed simply for an 
overpass to span the rail-
road tracks, an oversized 
project that would cover 
potential future expan-
sion of the Metrolinx/GO 
Transit line.

Woolwich looking to spend $30 million on Breslau road
In December, council 

opted out of approving a 
recently completed envi-
ronmental assessment (EA) 
that identified the route 
for the proposed roadway. 
Meeting this week, coun-
cillors reversed course in a 
split vote as staff pushed for 
the project despite linger-
ing misgivings about its 
usefulness and the future 
of a proposed GO Transit 
station.

Director of development 
services Deanne Freiss 
stressed that the road is 
needed to connect the 
older portion of the village 
to a new subdivision on 
the east side, adding the 
route serves a local func-
tion that means Woolwich 
homebuyers should pay 
the full cost.

“It’s important to 
attempt to bring these two 
parts of the community 

together,” she said.
In putting off the project 

in December, some council-
lors had argued in favour of 
seeking funding from the 
province and the region, 
which stand to benefit 
more from a link to a train 
station and the airport.

Both Coun. Scott McMil-
lan and Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan remained 
unconvinced by the new 
presentation of the facts 
discussed earlier.

“I’m not sure the road 
makes sense,” said McMil-
lan.

“I don’t see people in 
new Breslau saying “I wish 
I could go to old Breslau 
and the only thing that’s 
missing is a connector 
road.’”

Coun. Patrick Merlihan 
said the cost remains 
prohibitive, with the 
latest report providing no 

additional information to 
reverse council’s earlier 
decision.

“Adding up to $5,000 
for every home for this 
connector road is a deal-
breaker,” he said of the 
proposed additional devel-
opment charges.

“The $30 million in 
today’s dollars ... it’s a big 
no-go zone for me.”

He added there’s reason 

to doubt that a GO station 
will be built given the new 
provincial funding model 
that requires developers 
to pay for the project from 
charges on surrounding 
residential buildings, a 
formula that works in 
the GTA where the kind 
of high-rise densities are 
possible. That’s not an 
option in Breslau, where 
height restrictions are in 

place due to the airport.
Freiss said the GO 

station wasn’t a big factor, 
stressing that the town-
ship should start collect-
ing development charges 
right away to build a fund 
that will pay for construc-
tion down the road, 
perhaps within a decade.

The issue will be voted 
on formally at the next 
council meeting.

CONTRACT: CUPE local now in talks with Woolwich
→ FROM 3

affects our members’ 
home life and work-life 
balance,” he said.

“It’s not necessarily the 
best for our members, but 
we were able to work it out 
and get to a point where 
at least we could get a deal 
out of it.”

The deal was approved 
last week by Welles-

ley council, with chief 
administrative officer Rik 
Louwagie calling it fair.

“The township believes 
this is a fair settlement for 
both parties and is pleased 
that the agreement has 
been reached,” he said in 
an email.

CUPE 1542 is currently 
negotiating a contract 
with Woolwich Town-

ship, with talks in the 
early stages. The current 
contract expired on 
December 31.

“They are very cordial. 
Negotiations been going 
fairly well so far,” said Roth.

Woolwich chief admin-
istrative officer David 
Brenneman said “talks are 
going well so far” follow-
ing the first few meetings.
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “The violent occupation has cost Ottawa 
families the feeling of security in their own 
homes. They are scared. Using financial 
tools like recouping costs is one way we can 
pressure the occupation organizers to leave.”
Ontario Liberal leader Steven Del Duca says costs should 
be recoupled from the occupiers who have cost Ottawa 
taxpayers $800,000 a day on policing alone since the 
occupation began.

The Freedom Convoy is dividing Canadians 
(32% support, 62% oppose); 65% of Cana-
dians think the Freedom Convoy represents 
a small minority of selfish Canadians. Cana-
dians are divided on whether the premier 
and prime ministers share the blame for the 
protest in Ottawa (44% agree, 45% disagree).
Leger poll

Verbatim The Monitor

In a purely speculative guess on how Breslau will 
develop, Woolwich is prepared to siphon $30 million 
from the pockets of new homebuyers over the next 
decade or so, that’s on top of the many more millions 

already slated for removal. 
Development charges already add tens of thousands of dollars 

to the cost of a new home, giving lie to any discussion about 
“affordable housing” coming from the same politicians and 
bureaucrats mouthing such platitudes today. 

Beyond the rationale of “growth paying for growth” that’s used 
to justify the ever-increasing fees on new houses, development 
charges are symptomatic of the growth mantra.

Despite talking about protecting the environment, combat-
ting climate change and protecting farmland, local municipali-
ties act in just the opposite way by encouraging growth.

Those who support growth will always argue the benefits 
outweigh the negatives. Growth is always good. The trouble is, 
they can’t ever prove it. What we do know is that, at the local 
level, each new home ends up costing more than it generates in 
revenue. In the short-term, however, the opposite is true. The 
money paid just to develop the land and construct a home – 
development charges and building permits, for instance – bring 
in tens of thousands of dollars in each case. Then there are the 
property taxes. The funds far outweigh the marginal cost of 
providing services to one more home.

Multiplied over hundreds of houses in a subdivision, that 
money adds up to a big boost to municipal coffers. Problem 
is, little if any of that money benefits existing residents of the 
community. Rather, the year-over-year growth in assessment is 
simply rolled into the budget – typically doled out by politicians 
and bureaucrats not to the public but to themselves in the form 
of raises and more hires. 

No one ever says, “Hey, we have all this extra revenue, let’s cut 
everybody’s taxes.” That, at least, would provide some short-
term compensation to existing residents inconvenienced by 
growth.

Over longer periods, growth brings increased demand for 
services – always overpriced in the case of governments – and, 
eventually, huge infrastructure costs. 

The entire system of government and the economy are both 
predicated on growth. None of our politicians at any level is 
talking about reversing that trend, even though constant growth 
is by definition impossible. Life on a finite planet makes that 
clear.

The environmental impact of human activity is the clearest 
indicator of where growth is a problem. We use up non-renew-
able resources and we spew pollutants into the air, water and 
soil. That can’t go on forever.

Nor can we continue to pave over land, especially productive 
farmland, in perpetuity. That, of course, is one of the arguments 
made in favour of transit in the war on suburban sprawl; as with 
many policies, the reality is always different from the spoken 
platitudes.

Bringing the issue back to Woolwich and the Breslau connec-
tor road – a $30-million project, half of which is the cost of 
spanning the railway tracks – everyone buying a new home 
anywhere in the township will be paying for it. The rationale is 
dubious – there’s growth, so it should be built – but approving 
it is as simple as tacking on another fee to an already expensive 
purchase.

The impact of development charges on the affordability of 
housing is rarely discussed. More and more Canadians are 
getting used to the idea that they may never own a home, limited 
to becoming permanent renters whether or not that’s their pref-
erence. The rising cost of buying a home is ultimately reflected 
in higher rental rates, however, as the issues are linked. Not by 
any stretch of the imagination could it be said that buying a 
house in this area is affordable, particularly for first-timers. The 
crunch gets even larger the closer one gets to the GTA.

Each new fee only makes the situation worse.

Development charges
and an addiction to growth

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

I generally leave the psycho-
history to Hari Seldon, but 

just this once I feel sufficiently 
motivated to venture into the 
field. The immediate spur for 
this departure is the spectacle 
–  half-fascination, half-disgust 
– of Boris Johnson, Britain’s 
part-time prime minister, 
gradually foundering in a sea of 
his own lies. But there are other 
examples, too.

There was Donald Trump 
just a year and a bit ago, trying 
to drag an entire country down 
with him and having some 
success in the enterprise.

There’s Jair Bolsonaro, flail-
ing around as he awaits almost 
inevitable defeat by ‘Lula’ in 
next October’s Brazilian elec-
tion. 

There’s Viktor Orban, 
astounded to face a united 
six-party opposition in Hunga-
ry’s April elections.

And what they have in 
common is that they are all 
liars. Not shy, sly liars. Bold, 
in-your-face, shameless liars. 
They don’t care if you really 
know the truth from personal 
experience. It doesn’t bother 
them that you know they are 
lying. They will just say the lie 
again – and you might even 
believe them, because they say 
it with such conviction.

They are convincing because 
after a split-second when they 
privately decide that some lie 

The rise and decline of sociopathy
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

will serve their purpose, they 
actually believe it themselves. 
They have other markers, too: 
they are usually male, they 
are always intelligent, they 
are almost always charming, 
and they generally get through 
several spouses and many chil-
dren in a lifetime. They are, in a 
word, sociopaths.

Almost all confidence trick-
ster are sociopaths, but the 
reverse is not true. Sociopaths 
can also end in the highest 
positions in business, in the 
professions, even in politics. 
(Not so much in the military, 
where they tend to get found 
out early.) And in recent times, 
they have been showing up in 
the highest political offices in 
many countries. Why now?

Which takes me back to an 
interview I did with a sociolo-
gist in an American university 
many years ago. He had written 
an article about how evolution 
had shaped human marriage 
customs, which somehow 
fitted into some radio doc I was 
doing at that time. God knows.

Anyway, we had finished up, 
and as I packed my gear I casu-
ally asked if he knew of any 
evolutionary circumstances 
that were changing human 

behaviour now. He paused for 
a moment, then said that he 
thought the sociopaths were 
multiplying. So I unpacked my 
gear and resumed the inter-
view.

He began with the obvious 
statement that sociopathy is 
usually if not always a genetic 
property. Most sociopaths 
are born, not made. And he 
speculated on how they could 
have escaped being weeded 
out by natural selection back 
in the hunter-gatherer days, 
because those were small 
groups of people – 30 or 40 
adults – where everybody knew 
everybody else.

His answer was that small 
groups are not very vulnera-
ble to a sociopath. Everybody 
has his number before he 
reaches reproductive age, so 
he can’t be a super-spawner. 
Everybody checks his lies with 
everybody else, so he doesn’t 
get away with much. And there 
are certain rare circumstances 
where it could be handy to have 
a sociopath around.

Hunter-gatherer bands are 
normally not just egalitar-
ian but literally leaderless. 
However, little groups that can 
suddenly face existential crises 
– a famine, a rival band – need 
somebody in reserve who can 
provide ruthless, charismatic 
leadership. He’ll be almost an 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10



Thursday, February 10, 2022 | THE OBSERVER O P I N I O N  |  9   

JOE
MERLIHAN 
Publisher  
519-669-5790 x107

Find Us:
20B Arthur Street North,
Elmira, Ontario, N3B 1Z9

Contact Us:
Phone: 519-669-5790
Toll Free: 1-888-966-5942
Fax: 519-669-5753
Email: info@woolwichobserver.com
newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Web: https://observerxtra.com

Social Media:
Facebook: observerxtra
Twitter: woolwichnews
Instagram: observerxtra

Professional Associations:
• Ontario Community Newspaper 

Association (OCNA)
• News Media Canada
• The Greater KW  

Chamber of Commerce

STEVE
KANNON 
Editor  
519-669-5790 x103

JUSTINE 
FRASER 
Reporter 
519-669-5790 x101

VACANT
POSITION 
Reporter 
519-669-5790 x102

PATRICK
MERLIHAN 
Print/Web Manager  
519-669-5790 x105

DONNA
RUDY 
Sales Manager  
519-669-5790 x104

CASSANDRA
MERLIHAN 
Graphic Designer  
519-669-5790 x109

Founded  
in 1996.

About Us:
Independent, locally-owned and the 
only weekly community newspaper 
serving the residents of Woolwich and 
Wellesley Townships.  Real news, real 
reporting concentrating on the close-to-
home issues in our communities. When 
it comes to reaching our residents, The 
Observer is unsurpassed.

Press Oversight:
The Observer is a member of the 
National Newsmedia Council - an 
independent organization established 
to deal with acceptable journalistic 
practises and ethical behaviour. If 
you have concerns about editorial 
content, contact:  519-669-5790 ext 
103  or editor@woolwichobserver.com.  
If you are not satisfied with the response 
and wish to file a complaint, visit 
mediacouncil.ca or call 1-844-877-1163 
for more information.

Subscriptions:
Annual subscriptions to The Observer 
mailed within Canada/U.S. are available 
by contacting the office or visiting 
online: observerxtra.com/subscribe

Delivery Concerns:
Issues with local delivery can be directed 
to The Record by calling 519-894-3000. 

Letters to the Editor:
Letters must be exclusive to this 
publication on a topic of relevance to 
the community. It must contain the 
author's name, address, contact info 
and be no more than 300 words. Letters 
may be edited for length and clarity. The 
Observer declines announcements, 
poetry, thank-you and unsigned letters. 
Deliver to: editor@woolwichobserver.
com or online: observerxtra.com/letters

Store: www.newsmart.ca

STEVE  
KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

Current Games indicate why we should do away with Olympics

the Walmartization of 
offshore production began 
in earnest, it’s not too late 
to give the country the 
pariah treatment, efforts 
of some to capitalize from 
the repressive regime 
notwithstanding.

Canada will have to 
join in a more aggressive 
American-led policy to 
counter China’s militancy. 

Such a strategy will 
be more encompassing, 
taking time to develop. In 
the meantime, boycotting 
the 2022 Olympics would 
have sent a worthwhile 
signal. Better still, the 
IOC should have moved 
the Games, removing 
China from consideration 
until it becomes a better 
world citizen, perhaps as a 
democracy.

Allowing the Games 
to proceed in China as 

they did in 2008 begs a 
comparison to Berlin in 
1936. Hosted by the Nazi 
regime, international 
participation in the Games 
was a de facto recognition 
of Hitler’s government, 
legitimizing it on the 
world stage.

The ill-advised decision 
to award the Games to 
China indicates the Inter-
national Olympic Commit-
tee needs to change. While 
apologists for the Games 
prattle on about playing 
politics, their comments 
about  sportsmanship and 
international harmony 
have a hollow ring. Politics 
and posturing have been a 
part of the Olympics in the 
modern era. In fact, they 
appear to be the raison 
d’être for the spectacle.

Some would like nothing 
better than to see global 
reaction tip in the direc-
tion seen in South Africa 
during the anti-apartheid 
movement – an example 
of where boycotts played a 

key role.
Unlike South Africa, 

however, China holds 
major political and 
economic clout. Nations 
that do business with 
China – that’s most of 
them these days – are wary 
of making waves: human 
rights issues are secondary 
when so much money is 
involved.

Still, it’s something 
that we were discussing a 
boycott. Canada and other 
nations should have gone 
down that road, if only to 
help prevent China from 
trying to legitimize what 
goes on inside its borders.

Sure, an outright boycott 
would be hard on athletes 
unable to attend the event 
– after having trained 
for four years – but that 
alone is no reason to avoid 
taking action. Nor should 
we give much credence to 
the argument it’s easier 
to influence China from 
within the tent, rather 
than with external pres-

sures – diplomatic efforts 
thus far have had little 
impact.

In an ideal world, the 
Games would be about 
fostering international 
cooperation, but only 
the most naïve among us 
would maintain the Olym-
pics are not purely polit-
ical events. From Black 
power in Mexico in ’68 to 
the Mid-East power strug-
gle on view in Munich, and 
the tit-for-tat boycotts in 
Moscow and Los Angeles, 
1980 and 1984 respec-
tively, the Olympics have 
long been associated with 
politicking.

Given that the Olympic 
ideals have long vanished, 
if they ever existed, 
perhaps it’s time to look 
at doing away with the 
Games altogether. At the 
very least, scandal after 
scandal has shown that 
sports involving judges 
must be removed. Only 
those with absolute 
winners – fastest, high-

est, longest – should be 
considered.

In the interest of remov-
ing the corrupt system 
of bribes, kickbacks and 
expense-account padding 
associated with choosing 
a site, if the Olympics are 
to continue they should 
do so from permanent 
locations, one each for 
the summer and winter 
flavours; no more junkets 
to determine which city 
will have the chance to 
raid the public purse and 
make a mess of its infra-
structure in exchange for a 
few weeks of ego-boosting 
satisfaction for a handful 
of politicians and other 
hangers-on.

With so much money on 
the line, not to mention 
the status of those 
involved with the IOC 
and the various national 
committees, don’t look for 
changes any time soon. 
Instead, expect to hear 
nonstop platitudes about 
athletic competition and 
international glory.

Simply turning the 
channel is the last 
recourse we have – declin-
ing viewership would send 
a strong message to the 
most important group: the 
sponsors.

Over-hyped, over-com-
mercialized and filled with 
dubiously judged sports, 
the Games just scream out 
to be ignored.

Corporate sponsors 
dictate much of what 
happens at the Olympics, 
which in turn become 
another marketing vehi-
cle for those products. 
Athletes have been known 
to binge on the likes of 
junk food following major 
competitions, but the stuff 
is hardly a staple in their 
diets, so equating such 
products with sports and 
athleticism is hypocrisy in 
plain view.

I wouldn’t be heart-
broken if the whole thing 
was called off. In the 
absence of any political 

For an extra $5,000, the township may build a road in Breslau that may be used by someone at some point.

The Olympics are the 
poster child for waste 

and corruption. That 
the Winter Games are 
currently playing out in 
China just makes matters 
worse.

The International Olym-
pic Committee, abetted by 
politicians and profiteers 
in countries seeking to 
host the Games, has been a 
hotbed of graft, over-bud-
get spectacles and finan-
cial failures. That the 
Games were awarded to 
China after the fiasco in 
2008 – and Sochi in 2014 
– tells us all we need to 
know.

There was a move to 
boycott the 2022 Games, 
but that didn’t happen. 
Instead, we got symbolism 
in the form of politicians 
taking a pass on the usual 
junket. Now, Canadians 
and others can vote with 
their television remotes, 
opting not to watch.

Failure to boycott the 
games would mean we’ve 
learned nothing from the 
ill-considered 2008 expe-
rience and the increasing 
militancy of China since 
that time.

Human-rights organi-
zations asked the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee 
to move the Games from 
China due to its wide-
spread human-rights 
abuses. Canadian officials 
did join in that call, also 
citing Beijing’s strangu-
lation of what remains of 
democracy in Hong Kong.

Outside of proper chan-
nels, there’s a contingency 
of those who would punish 
China for its part in prop-
agating and failing to halt 
the spread of the novel 
coronavirus.

Beyond the Olympics, 
there are calls for wider 
sanctions of China for its 
abuses, including intel-
lectual property theft, 
aggressive militarism and 
interventionist policies. 

While the time to fire-
wall China would have 
been decades ago before →KANNON 10



10  |  O P I N I O N THE OBSERVER | Thursday, February 10, 2022

STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Olympic events influenced by the great outdoors

what’s all the rush about?
No, our influence of 

events is less obvious and 
frequently falls under 
the category of happy 
accidents. By the way, 
the term happy accident 
presumes you weren’t 
the one involved in the 
accident.

Let’s begin with the 
most obvious sport that 
the outdoors community 
has influenced – figure 
skating pairs. No one who 
looks at this sport with its 
dizzying spins, exciting 
eye contact, and airborne 
leaps can deny that it is 
just a more sophisticated 
version of what happens 
when two ice anglers try 
to start a power auger 
whose blade has been 
frozen and lodged solidly 
in a partially drilled ice 
fishing hole. The simi-
larities are undeniable, 
from the incredibly fast 

spins as they hold onto 
the handles for dear life 
while the powerhead spins 
and the auger remains 
immovably lodged, to the 
dual Axels as they finally 
realize that they must let 
go. The last time I saw this 
it was as beautiful sight as 
I’ve ever seen on ice and, if 
put to music, would have 
probably at least earned a 
bronze.

I also believe that the 
figure skating routines I 
watched the other night 
were too similar to what 
occurs when two ice 
anglers without good 
treads on their boots flail 
about on glare ice. The 
only difference was the 
outfits and the skates – 
although to be honest, 
who knows what a person 
wears beneath their snow-
mobile suit.

Then, there is the luge 
run, which as I have stated 
before, is just a refinement 
of what happens when an 
ice angler leaps belly first 
on a runaway ice fishing 
sled. And don’t tell me 

the person who invented 
bobsledding didn’t come 
up with the idea after 
seeing the passenger sled 
suddenly unhitch from 
the snowmobile towing it.

Snowboarding? It 
happens every time an ice 
angler steps on a piece of 
cardboard that blew onto 
the path leading downhill 
to the lake.

Short track speed skat-
ing? That’s what happens 
when an otter comes up 
the hole into an ice hut.

Of course, I could go 
on. But the point is that 
winter Olympic sports 
have been heavily influ-
enced by the antics of 
outdoors enthusiasts 
just like you and me. And 
that’s not a terrible thing 
either.

It might, however, be 
good for our scouts and 
coaches to know that 
there is a pool of untapped 
talent in rural Canada 
from which they could 
draw.

Not to brag, but I do a 
pretty mean triple Lutz.

I spent the last few 
evenings watching the 

Winter Olympics and 
each night I walked away 
from the television feeling 
more than a little proud. A 
great deal of that pride is 
for the wonderful athletes 
who are representing 
this country and their 
great achievements and 
commendable sports-
manship. But some is 
also reserved for the 
outdoorsmen and women 
of this great land – for I’m 
quite sure we had a strong 
influence on many winter 
Olympic events.

Most people would 
presume I am talking 
about the biathlon – 
the event that requires 
athletes to ski from 
location to location and 
shoot at targets along the 
way. Well, you’d be wrong. 
I don’t know a single 
outdoorsman or woman 
who would ever combine 
such an intensive cardio 
workout with shooting. 
We know the targets 
aren’t going anywhere. So, 

Sweetheart Valentine’s candy 
wasn’t produced for the first 
time since 1901 in 2019.

Canadian performers have 
been selected in about half of 
the Super Bowl halftime 
shows. Notable appearances 
by Justin Bieber, Bryan Adams, 
the Barenaked Ladies and The 
Weeknd have entertained for 
this blockbuster event.

Jamaica celebrates Bob 
Marley’s birthday with a five-
day music festival in Negril 
every year. Tickets are just $25.

 ↆ LAST WEEK: 
Truth: According to nationaltoday.com these are among the six listed 
observances on this day. World Nutella Day and National Chocolate 
Fondue Day are also worth celebrating on February 5th. 
 
Truth: Hibernating animals’ activity is very limited, heart rate and 
body temperature drops and breathing slows down to conserve 
energy. There is no REM sleep during hibernation, and this is when 
dreaming happens. 
 
Lie: There are only 3 official Canadian groundhogs with Wiarton 
Willie being the most famous. The provinces west of Ontario do not 
have an official groundhog day observance. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

outcast in normal times, 
but one day you might 
need him, so don’t breed 
him out entirely. 

All went well until 
human beings started 
living in societies thou-
sands or millions strong 
where the sociopaths 
become invisible. Nobody 
has their number, and 
there’s an endless supply 
of strangers to deceive 
and exploit (and breed 
with). 

KANNON: Cancelling or severely limiting the Games would be a boon for most

A mass society is a 
sociopath’s garden of 
delights. Of course their 
numbers are going up: 
my sociologist friend 
reckoned three per cent of 
males and rising. And of 
course they are appearing 
in leadership positions 
because they can lie 
directly and convincingly 
to far more people. (Mass 
media gave them a boost, 
but social media made 
them rocket-propelled.)

I checked, by the way. 

→FROM 9

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Turkey & Dressing or Fish includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Feb 11 & 12

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Feb 15-19

Honey Lime Chicken or Hot Turkey includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

All four of the men listed 
above are daily, even 
hourly liars. They are 
male, fairly intelligent, 
and some people at least 
find them charming. They 
have all have five or more 
children (Johnson is at 
seven-plus), and all except 
Orban are currently on 
their third wives. Bingo!

But here’s the really 
interesting question: why 
are all these men now on 
their way out of power or 
already gone?  That may 

“Stews of the World”
Ready to Heat - Available February 16-19

Each stew package feeds 2 people generously 
and includes a 2 pack of butter biscuits - $24

Tunisia
North African
Vegetable 

Ireland
Guinness 

Stew

Hungary
Beef & Pork 

Goulash

France
Chicken 

Fricassee

and includes a 2 pack of butter biscuits - 

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.ca | www.chefduff.ca

Call or 
Email to 

Pre-Order

action, the best we can 
do is maintain my own 
boycott: I certainly won’t 
be tuning in for any of the 
TV coverage of the event. 
Others doing the same 
might send a message 
that can in fact be quan-
tified through the ratings 
system.

Tuning out doesn’t have 
the immediate impact 

DYER: We may have seen peak-sociopathy in politics around the globe
→FROM 8 be part of their sociopathy 

too, because they all leave 
trails of human wreckage 
behind them: cheated 
partners, abandoned 
lovers, betrayed followers. 
They can’t help it; it’s who 
they are.

So the good news may 
be that genuine socio-
paths get found out in 
the end. The bad news, 
however, is that there’s 
lots more of them out 
there, and they’re breed-
ing like flies.

of an outright boycott by 
participating countries or 
the likes of withdrawing 
funding for such events, 
but it will eventually get 
the attention of the broad-
casters who profit on the 
backs of the suffering 
taxpayers forced to pay for 
the Olympics.

Money is the impetus 
for the Games, so remov-
ing it speaks volumes.

In the face of intrac-
table commercialism, 
expecting changes – let 
alone the outright cancel-
lation of the Games – is a 
fool’s hope. A good start 
would be to find two 
permanent sites for the 
Olympics – one summer 
venue, one winter coun-
terpart – to remove one of 
the most corrupt facets, 
the selection process, 

from the mix. The size 
and scope of the IOC 
could be curtailed drasti-
cally.

Best of all, the residents 
of transient host countries 
would no longer be forced 
to bear the enormous cost 
of presenting an event 
that provides a financial 
benefit to only a few while 
saddling the rest with the 
debt.

Stickers, buttons, 
flip pads, journals, 
mugs, pens, 
books, touques, 
caps & more.

newsmart.ca

Support your local newspaper.
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
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BusinessBusiness The Organic Council of Ontario (OCO) has 
launched its Organic Climate Solutions 
campaign promoting the environmental 
and economic benefits of regenerative 
and organic agriculture, with support from 
Environment and Climate Change Canada’s 
Climate Action and Awareness Fund (CAAF). 
www.organiccouncil.ca

Employment fell by 200,000 (-1%) in Janu-
ary and the unemployment rate rose 0.5 
percentage points to 6.5%, Statistics Canada 
reports. January employment declines were 
driven by Ontario and Quebec, and accom-
modation and food services was the hard-
est-hit industry.

Organic climate solutions Job declines in January
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Join us for our FREE Headache Webinar! 
Hosted by Physiotherapist Melissa Norris

Chiropractor Rachel Goldsworthy and RMT Shawna Stemmler!
Wednesday March 2nd, 2022 at 4:30PM!

Go to our website and click on the "Virtual Workshops" tab to register.

Do you suffer from headaches? Want to know what's behind your pain? 

Join us for our 
Do you suffer from

Organic materials diverted from landfill sites are used to turn methane into electricity at the Bio-En facility in Elmira.

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

AS PART OF ITS PUSH to 
reduce greenhouse gases, 
the federal government 
wants municipalities to 
reduce methane emissions 
from their landfill sites.

While the Region of 
Waterloo has measures in 
place to capture and use 
methane from its sites, it 
welcomed the possibility 
of incentives to do more.

Plans to divert more 
organic waste from land-
fills also stand to benefit 
producers of biogas such as 
Elmira’s Bio-En Power Inc.

Ottawa is currently 
soliciting feedback for 
both its Landfill Methane 
Recovery and Destruction 
protocol and a discussion 

paper entitled Reducing 
methane emissions from 
Canada’s municipal solid 
waste landfills. 

The impetus is reducing 
methane volumes escap-
ing from municipal land-
fill sites, which the federal 
government says are 
responsible for almost a 
quarter of Canada’s meth-
ane emissions. Reductions 
will help Ottawa achieve 
its 2030 targets to reduce 
overall greenhouse gas 
emissions by 40 to 45 per 
cent below 2005 levels and 
to reduce methane emis-
sions by 30 per cent as part 
of its commitment to the 
Global Methane Pledge.

“Canada is taking 
action to reduce methane 
pollution from landfills. 
By capturing methane at 

its source, we will signifi-
cantly reduce methane 
levels by 2030. This is an 
essential part of reaching 
our emission reduction 
targets and the Global 
Methane pledge to fight 
climate change and keep 
our air clean,” said Steven 
Guilbeault, Minister of 
Environment and Climate 
Change, in a statement.

In Waterloo Region, 
the municipality collects 
methane from the current 
landfill site on Erb Street 
in Waterloo and at a closed 
site in Cambridge that 
continues to produce gas.

New incentives such 
as carbon offsets or other 
revenues are something 
the region will look at, said 
Jon Arsenault, director 
of waste management 

services.
“We’re already highly 

regulated with respect to 
landfill methane recovery,” 
he explained. “Our active 
landfill in Waterloo where 
we continue to operate a 
landfill, we have methane 
recovery ... and we expand 
it as the landfill expands as 
best we can to try and stay 
on top of that and maxi-
mize its efficiencies.”

Methane from the site is 
used to power generators 
that in turn provide elec-
tricity. Upgrades are made 
to the recovery systems, 
but in a cost-effective 
manner, he added.

“It may be nice to reduce 
some of the methane 
escaping, but at what 
cost? What’s a reason-

→ METHANE 13

Where being gassy can come in handy
Ottawa’s push to reduce methane emissions can be a boon for landfill sites such as 
those operated by the Region of Waterloo, as well as biogas facilities like Elmira’s

Some will call this 
week’s $228-million 

commitment to B.C. farms 
to help with flood recovery 
a smokescreen. They’ll say 
the federal government 
timed it to turn head-
lines away from the truck 
convoy that’s besieged 
Ottawa for longer than 
expected. 

But I don’t think so. I 
think it’s a great example 
of Canadians coming 
together to help other 
Canadians.  

The commitment, 
announced Monday in 
Victoria, is called the 
Canada-B.C. Flood Recov-
ery Program for Food 
Security. Officials say it’s 
designed to help farms 
return to production and 
support the province’s 
food security and agricul-
tural communities in the 
years ahead.

More than 1,100 farms, 
15,000 hectares and 
2.5-million livestock in BC, 
from the Sumas Prairie in 
Abbotsford to Merritt and 
Princeton, were impacted 
by the November floods. 
You’ll remember the 
heart-wrenching photos 
and videos of people on jet 
skis and motorboats trying 
to lead their cattle to high 
ground. Less dramatic but 
similarly devastating was 
the impact on poultry and 
vegetable farmers in the 
region.

Lana Popham, B.C.’s 
Minister of Agriculture, 
Food and Fisheries, called 
the November flooding 
“the most impactful 
disaster ever in the prov-
ince,” based on estimated 
damage from the Insur-
ance Bureau of Canada at a 

B.C. farm recovery 
deserves to be the top 

agricultural story

whopping $450 million.
Farmers typically have 

insurance of some kind, 
but not for everything. 
And insurance companies 
shun natural disasters. 
That’s where a program 
called AgriRecovery 
comes in; it’s a feder-
al-provincial-territorial 
disaster relief framework 
to help producers with 
the extraordinary costs 
associated with recovering 
from natural disasters. 
It provides support with 
extraordinary recovery 
costs not covered by exist-
ing programs or private 
insurance.

Popham and her Ottawa 
counterpart, federal 
agriculture and agri-food 
minister Marie-Claude 
Bibeau, say the BC 
program “that delivers 
the greatest amount of 
support of its kind in BC’s 
history.” 

In that light, the 
program will kick in to 
help farmers who have 
incurred extraordinary 
expenses from unin-
surable damages. It 
will cover the clean-up, 
repair and restoration of 
land, barns and animal 
shelter, water and waste 
systems, and return 
flood-impacted land and 
buildings to a safe envi-
ronment for agricultural 
production.

It will also cover repairs 
to uninsurable essential 
farm infrastructure and 
the “reasonable” repair of 

→ ROBERTS 13

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought
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on-farm structures such 
as livestock containment 
fences, and temporary 
production facility rental. 

The governments 
of Canada and British 
Columbia have also 
established a committee 
of federal and provincial 
ministers who are work-
ing together and with 
Indigenous leadership. 
Their mandate is to guide 
immediate and ongoing 
support to British Colum-
bia families, businesses, 
and communities affected 

by the extreme weather 
events.

That’s a key. The BC 
flooding is being called an 
“atmospheric river” event. 
Atmospheric rivers are 
described by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration in the US 
as “relatively long, narrow 
regions in the atmosphere 
– like rivers in the sky – 
that transport most of the 
water vapour outside of 
the tropics.”

These vapour columns 
move with the weather, 
carrying an amount of 

able cost? And is there 
something? We’re always 
exploring ways to do that,” 
said Arsenault. “We have 
landfill gas collection 
utilization systems that we 
have been in place since 
the ’90s that we continue 
to operate and continue 
to build on and make as 
efficient as possible as we 
move forward. At Water-
loo, which is an active 
landfill site, it’s expanded 
as we go there. Cambridge, 
not so much – it’s more 
of a maintenance of an 
existing system, but the 
utilization of that landfill 
gas, I call it sort of closed 
loop direct use to a neigh-
bouring steel mill.”

The Cambridge site 
will continue to make 
use of the methane for as 
long as the gases form. In 
Waterloo, efforts to reduce 
the organic waste stream 
will in turn decrease the 
creation of methane at the 
site.

The region’s green bin 
program sees organic 
waste sent to a Guelph 
facility for composting. 
Other municipalities send 
such waste to biogas plants 
such as the Woolwich 
Bio-En facility in Elmira, 
where the organic matter is 
turned to methane burned 

water vapour roughly 
equivalent to the average 
flow of water at the mouth 
of the Mississippi River.

They make landfall as 
rain or snow. And when 
they hit, it’s like the heav-
ens above released a river 
from the sky.

In Canada, we’re not 
used to a river from the 
sky falling on our heads. 
With the help of this new 
program, maybe next time 
we’ll be better prepared 
for yet another example of 
how the climate is chang-
ing.

ROBERTS: Flood-recovery assistance is part of the new 
reality associated with the impacts of climate change

→ FROM 11

METHANE: Taking more steps to reduce emissions
→ FROM 11 to generate electricity.

Company president 
Chuck Martin sees a grow-
ing interest in the anaer-
obic digester process that 
turns waste into power, 
both electricity and, 
increasingly, what’s known 
as renewable natural gas 
(RNG).

“There are some 
incentives for RNG,  or 
call it clean energy. That 
includes landfill gas and, 
and a few other things,” he 
said, noting the process 
is a little easier for biogas 
plants than for municipal 
landfill sites.

“The landfill is full of 
stuff, so there’s more stuff 
in the gas – it’s a little 
harder to make it clean. 
They’ve been running 
some engines to make 
electricity – it’s more or 
less what we do is make 
methane and use it to 
make electricity,” said 
Martin.

“There’s a bit of a move 
to rather than making 
electricity to make renew-
able natural gas, because 
when you make electricity, 
you get like a 45 per cent 
energy yield and the rest 
is heat. So unless you’re 
using the heat – we use our 
own heat to make our own 
electricity, and it’s not bad 
– it’s not the most efficient 

conversion in the world. 
Whereas if you just make 
RNG and use it as gas, 
you’re getting 96 per cent 
energy efficiency, like in a 
home furnace. So then the 
carbon benefit is greater.”

Martin says he sees a 
growing interest in the 
possibility of creating a 
stream of renewable gas 
that can be fed into the 
existing grid the way the 
Bio-En plant currently 
feeds electricity into the 
electrical grid.

As with Arsenault, he 
sees the federal incen-
tives as a way to speed up 
improvements in how we 
handle organic waste and 
put it to use. Diverting 
organic waste from land-
fills will call for expanded 
uses of the material 
outside of the waste-man-
agement sites.

“As they get organics out 
of landfills, landfill proj-
ects will produce less gas, 
obviously. There are some 
targets for 2025... to get to 
75 per cent organics diver-
sion, I believe,  so they’re 
working on different ways 
of accomplishing that. 
Most of them have focused 
on anaerobic digestion, 
biogas plants; some have 
gone with composting. 
The smart ones will do a 
combination of the two.”
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ArtsArts The Ontario Heritage Trust celebrates the 
legacy of Black Canadians during Black 
History Month with Uncle Tom's Cabin 
Historic Site. This year, the site will delve 
into stories about the experiences of Black 
Ontarians, past and present. Free program-
ming will include live virtual tours of the 
museum and a new educational video series.
www.heritagetrust.on.ca

Keith Barker will be joining the Stratford 
Festival as the director of the Foerster Bern-
stein New Play Development Program, as 
Bob White steps back from the position later 
this month. A playwright, actor and direc-
tor, Barker recently announced his depar-
ture from Native Earth Performing Arts in 
Toronto, where he served as artistic director. 
www.stratfordfestival.ca

Visit Uncle Tom’s Cabin New hire at Stratford

Buy high end furniture pieces at 
incredible discounts!

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

1421 King Street N, St. Jacobs
519-664-3301

FEBRUARY 
FURNITURE 
BLOWOUT

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

A LITTLE BIT OF THE 
past has been uncovered by 
Elysia DeLaurentis’s new 
book about the historical 
Drew House in Elora. 

The Drew House has 
become known for its 
unique architectural 
features and household 
charm that draw guests 
in. It has been passed 
down through multiple 
families since the first 
owner, 19-century lawyer 
and judge George Alexan-
der Drew, built the stone 
edifice for his family. The 
new book brings the past to 
present, telling not just the 
story of the grand house 
but of the people who 
called it home.

“The information we had 
was kind of passed down 
owner to owner – you don’t 

know if it’s urban legend, 
if you’re embellishing,” 
said Kathleen Stanley, one 
of the current owners of 
the Drew House. “Even if 
people aren’t familiar with 
the Drew House per se, it’s 
a story about Elora, about 
its beginnings, about the 
people who lived here. 

The first structure of the 
Drew House, located on 
East Mill Street, was built 
in 1857 and since then has 
been massively expanded. 

“It’s huge if you see 
it now. It started out as 
one-and-a-half storey but 
now it’s a full two storeys. 
Since the 1870s, it’s been 
this full two-storey home,” 
said Elysia DeLaurentis, 
principal researcher at 
Oakenwood Research 
Service and author of the 
new book.

“There haven’t been a lot 
of owners. And the house 

has not changed structur-
ally in all that time,” added 
Stanley.

Stanley and her husband 
Roger Dufau are the 
current innkeepers of the → DREW HOUSE 24

sive stone-built home with 
beautiful grounds as well 
as a coach house.

The newly released 
book, entitled A Grand and 
Storied Home, the Drew 

Long and intriguing story of the historic Drew House
House of Elora, Ontario, 
was released at the end 
of January. It’s available 
for purchase at the Drew 
House as well as local 
bookstores such as Living 
Waters in Elmira.

“It talks about the lives, 
the deaths, the births, the 
weddings, all the pictures 
of people getting married 
here,” said Stanley.

“There’s scandal in there 
too. There’s war, there’s 
pets, there’s arson. Some-
one tried to burn the house 
down in 1865 – it says a lot 
about George Drew. George 
Drew, I think was a divisive 
figure in Elora,” added 
DeLaurentis.

The book details the 
history of the Drew family, 
starting with lawyer and 
judge George Alexander 
Drew to when his wife sold 
the home in 1901 to John 

Drew House, and since 
1999 have been operating it 
mainly as a bed and break-
fast for travellers to Elora. 
Perched near the river, the 
Drew House is an impres-

Roger Dufau and Kathleen Stanley, owners of the Drew House, with the new book. Justine   Fraser

A Grand and Storied Home provides an in-depth look at what has become something of an Elora landmark
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observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

CAREER
OPPORTUNITY

Administrative Assistant
Programmed Insurance Brokers Inc. (PIB) and RWAM Insurance 
Administrators Inc. (RWAM) is looking for a motivated individual with 
strong organizational skills and keen attention to detail to join our team 
in the Elmira, Ontario office! 
As a member of our team, you will enjoy a positive work environment, 
professional training, and competitive compensation with benefits. 
We promote work/life balance and value the importance of family. 
Status: Full-time. We are currently hiring for several departments. 
You would be assigned to a specific department based on corporate 
staffing requirements at time of hire.

What you’ll do
• Provide administrative support to all departmental members. 
• Maintain a high level of confidentiality in all interactions. 
• Maintain a professional image and demeanor with all employees and 

management, at all times. 
• Other duties, relevant to the particular department, shall be assigned 

as required. 

What you’ll need
• Customer Focus; Time Management; Problem Solving; Accountability 

and Dependability; Decision Making and Judgement; Ethics and 
Integrity; Planning and Organizing; Communication; Team Work. 
Proficient use of various office based software including Word, Excel 
and Outlook

Perks and Benefits 
• A comprehensive benefits package, competitive salary, profit sharing 

and company pension
• Wellness Program including various initiatives throughout the year
• Subsidized Cafeteria
• Flex hours

PIB RWAM is Canadian-owned, innovative, and a leader in the 
insurance industry.  Our head office is in Elmira, Ontario, with subsidiary 
offices in London, Chatham, and Blenheim, Ont; Bedford, NS; and 
Edmonton, AB. Learn more at: www.pib.comwww.rwam.com

If you have the above qualifications and thrive in a team environment, 
we’d like to hear from you.  Please apply to:  pib.hr@pib.com by 
Monday February 14th, 2022

PIB RWAM is an equal opportunity employer and encourages applications from all 
qualified individuals. We thank all applicants for showing an interest, however,only 
candidates selected for an interview will be contacted.

NOW HIRING FULL TIME
ROOF TRUSS ASSEMBLERS

Must be team oriented, ambi�ous & responsible
No experience required

Mar-Span offers compe��ve wages, produc�on
bonuses and employee benefits.

Please apply with resume in person
or email resume to marv@marspan.com

We would like to thank all applicants, however
only those selected for interview will be contacted.

7221 Side Rd. 16 Drayton, ON

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Serving, engaging 
and inspiring current 
and future generations

Committed to fostering opportunities for current and future generations, the Region of Waterloo is an 
inclusive, thriving and sustainable region of connected rural and urban communities with global reach. 
Our mission is to serve, engage and inspire, by delivering quality services to a diverse population of 
630,000+, while creating a healthy, collaborative environment of learning, respect and innovation. This 
is a place where employees are valued and recognized for their talents and contributions to our success.

Assistant Library Supervisor (Branch)
Join us in making an impact on a thriving, dynamic community. This part-time position with the 
Region of Waterloo Library is a great opportunity to use your knowledge of the local community, 
understanding of children, and ability to develop and initiate programs, and make day-to-day 
decisions. Reporting to the Supervisor, Branch Library, you will use your leadership skills to coordinate 
daily branch operations, provide customer service, maintain relationships with community groups/
businesses to promote services and fundraising, organize and deliver adult and children’s programs, 
and implement branch policies and procedures under management’s direction. Working up to 24 hours 
per week, you will also circulate materials in/out of the library, collect and process fines/charges, receive 
and prepare materials for shelving, process mail, identify the need for/request volunteers, create 
bulletin boards/displays to promote themes/activities, and participate in staff meetings. If you are 
familiar with library resources and operations, knowledge acquired through a bachelor’s degree or a 
2-year diploma in a related field, or an EXCEL Certificate in Small Library Management, plus 2 years 
of related experience, we would love to hear more about you and talk to you about the role. You must 
be able to travel occasionally within Waterloo Region, and work evening and weekend hours.

NOTE: In accordance with the Region of Waterloo’s Mandatory COVID-19 Vaccine policy, new Region 
of Waterloo employees are required to be fully vaccinated, (valid medical or Ontario Human Rights 
Code exemptions permitted), against COVID-19 as a condition of employment.

Please visit our website for a detailed position description (competition #2022-1132) and to apply 
online before 11:59 p.m., Thursday, February 24th, 2022.

We are committed to diversity and inclusion, and thank all 
applicants in advance; however, we will be corresponding only 
with those selected for an interview. We will accommodate the 
needs of qualified applicants under the Human Rights Code in all 
parts of the hiring process.

www.regionofwaterloo.ca

ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
Solutions for this week's 
puzzles on page 22

M O U N T A I N

Help Wanted
MATURE, FEMALE 
C A R E G I V E R /
companion required 
for wheelchair bound/
independent female 
senior. Help required 
for transportation 
and accompanying 
to appointments and 
shopping. Some light 
housekeeping. Approx. 
8 hours a week. Must 
have own car, no agen-
cies please. Please call 
519-772-0711 .

For Sale
C O U N T R Y  L A N E 
FABRICS SPRING 
Sale, Feb. 7-19th. 10% 
discount on all fabrics, 
quilt and comfort batts, 
tableflex, hosiery, 
gloves, boxed cards 
and rubber stampers. 
Half price clearouts. 
519-664-0701.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

Rentals
SEMI FOR RENT IN 
ELMIRA. 3 BEDROOM, 
1 bathroom, with 
AC and a backyard. 
$2025/month plus 
utilities, available 
March 1. Contact 
Kelly Schwindt at 
kellyrose2212@gmail.
com or 519-897-1710.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Help Wanted and Auctions Continue on page 16
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Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Installer
to join our team. In this position you would be working with 

one of our install teams installing high quality custom kitchens 
and stairs. In this position you would be reporting 

to our  Install manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet install experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic 
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. Thank you.

TENDER CLOSING DATE: MONDAY, FEB. 28, 2022 @ 5pm

LOCATION: 3 km North West of Guelph on Wellington 
Rd. 86, Guelph/Eramosa Township 

VIEWING:  BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please Contact Kurtz 
Auctions Inc. 519-836-0342 OR Kurtzauctionsinc@gmail.com

FARMS FOR SALE BY TENDER
Rare side by side farms 

Kurtz Auctions Inc.

Kurtz Auctions Inc. / Auctioneer: 
Brian S Kurtz (519)836-0342  |  Email: kurtzauctionsinc@gmail.com 

See www.kurtzauctionsinc.ca and https://facebook.com/
brian.kurtz3950 for photos and update on new items.  

183 acres/170 acres workable
Corner Farm
Well kept 2 story century red brick house 
Detached garage, Bank barn & Driving sheds
Fully developed land with lots of potential

104 acres/100 acres workable
Highway frontage
2 story century brick house
Great Cash Crop Farm
With Endless Possibilities

Production Positions (2) 
Full-Time, Afternoon and Night Shifts Available

Warehouse Position
Full-Time, Day Shift Available

Successful applicant will be
• Experienced and able to work in a physically 

demanding job with repetitive lifting up to 50lbs
• Successful working in a fast-paced 

environment with strong attention to detail
• Punctual and have a reliable means of 

transportation
• Experienced in agricultural work (preferred)

We offer competitive wages, 
benefits and retirement savings

To Apply, please forward your resume to:
ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

Human Resources, Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road, Floradale, ON N0B 1V0

Floradale Feed Mill Ltd. is an equal opportunity employer. 
We appreciate all who apply but only those selected for 

an interview will be contacted

NOW HIRING!!

Help Wanted

Auction

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

We currently have an opening for 

Maintenance Mechanic
Candidates for this full-time position will work 
straight nights from 10pm to 6am. Occasional 

weekend work is required. Previous agricultural 
work is preferred. 

Successful applicant will have: 
• 5 years of relevant experience
• Excellent problem solving skills
• Technical or College Diploma in industrial mechanic
• Experience developing effective work 

relationships with other team members
• Lives within 35kms of mill facility is preferred

We offer a competitive wage, RSP matched 
contributions, and health/dental benefits. 

To Apply, please forward your resume to:
Human Resources, Floradale Feed Mill Limited

2131 Floradale Road, Floradale, ON N0B 1V0
Or email: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted. 

 ↆ R E A L  E S TAT E

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

WHAT IS YOUR HOME WORTH? CALL US 
FOR A COMPLIMENTARY HOME EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Start date March 2022

No experience needed, will train

Starting wage $20+/hour 
Siding installation, carpentry, 
and other metal work experience 
= higher wage $25+/hour

HIRING
METAL ROOFING 
INSTALLER

CALL OR TEXT ABE AT 519-500-1611

 ↆ S P O R T S  S C O R E S
WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS 

 ■ Novice U9A
Feb/05/2022 vs 
Hespeler Shamrocks
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Aiden 
Godwin, Brayden 
Clemmer (2), Matteo 
Abate, Spencer 
Martin, Archer 
Ballantyne
ASSISTS: Matvii 
Kamyshnyi, Brayden 
Clemmer
 ■ Novice U9A

Feb/06/2022 vs 
Milton Winterhawks
HOME: 11 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Basil 
Ballantyne, Archer 
Ballantyne (2), 
Keegan Baker (3), 
Matteo Abate (2), 
Aiden Godwin, Devin 
Vogel, Brayden 
Clemmer
ASSISTS: Caleb 
Schaap, Brayden 
Clemmer (2), Basil 
Ballantyne
 ■ Atom U10 A

Feb/05/2022 vs 
Guelph Gryphons
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Zachary 
Guthrie-Black (2), 
Archer Ballantyne, 
Jack Frede, Daniel 
Desmeules
ASSISTS: Colton 
Cooney, Daniel 
Desmeules, Zachary 
Guthrie-Black, 
Xaiden Weber
 ■ Atom U10 A

Feb/07/2022 vs 
New Hamburg 
Huskies
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: Zachary 
Guthrie-Black (2)
ASSISTS: Colton 
Cooney
 ■ PeeWee LL1

Feb/05/2022 vs 
Centre Wellington 
U13 LL4
HOME: 7 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Olin Braun, 
Alex Lloyd (2), 
James Foye Gondos 
(2), Edwin Martin, 
Cooper Jones
ASSISTS: Cooper 
Jones, Matthew 
Wilkie, Olin Braun, 

Brylee Patterson, 
Nicholas Shardlow, 
Edwin Martin
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Feb/04/2022 vs 
Dorchester
HOME: 7 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Nolan 
Cruickshank, 
Thomas 
McCarthy(2), Oliver 
Horn, Jordan Martin, 
Patrick Goetz, Josh 
Wraight
ASSISTS: Oliver 
Horn, Levi 
Adams(2), Patrick 
Goetz, Josh 
Wraight, Grant 
Rintoul, Jordan 
Martin, Nolan 
Cruickshank
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Feb/04/2022 vs 
Mitchell
HOME: 7 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Jordan 
Martin(2), Josh 
Wraight(2), Zach 
Wiseman, Thomas 
McCarthy(2)
ASSISTS: Boston 
Esbaugh, Oliver 
Horn, Jordan Martin, 
Levi Adams, Zach 
Carter(2), Grant 
Rintoul
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Feb/05/2022 vs St. 
Marys
HOME: 10 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Grant 
Rintoul(3), Boston 
Esbaugh, Oliver 
Horn(2), Zach 
Wiseman, Patrick 
Goetz, Jordan 
Martin(2)
ASSISTS: Zach 
Wiseman(2), 
Jordan Martin, 
Zach Carter(3), 
Grant Rintoul, Josh 
Wraight, Thomas 
McCarthy, Oliver 
Horn(3)
Shutouts: Ben 
Hacock
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Feb/06/2022 vs 
Collingwood
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Oliver Horn, 
Nolan Cruickshank, 
Jordan Martin, Josh 
Wraight
ASSISTS: Zach 

Wiseman(2), Patrick 
Goetz, Grant Rintoul, 
Wyatt Garan, Josh 
Wraight, Mason 
Maurice
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Feb/06/2022 vs 
BCH
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Patrick 
Goetz, Zach 
Wiseman, Jordan 
Martin
ASSISTS: Josh 
Wraight(2)
Woolwich Wildcats
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Feb/08/2022 vs 
Woolwich Wildcats
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Colton 
Brito, Nolan Martin, 
Evan Hall & William 
Krubally
ASSISTS: Matthew 
Kochut (2), Cameron 
Fisher, Colton 
Sinclair (2) & William 
Krubally
WOOLWICH WILD 
 ■ Atom LL#1

Feb/05/2022 vs 
Woolwich Wild U11 
LL#2
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Grace Jones 
(2), Lexi Gaudet (2)
ASSISTS: Charlie 
Wilson, Chloe Cross, 
Isla Dunn (2), Josie 
Hibbard
 ■ Atom LL #1

Feb/06/2022 vs 
Guelph Gryphons #1
HOME: 7 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Lexi Gaudet 
(3), Charlie Wilson 
(2), Grace Jones, 
Willa Nelson
ASSISTS: Hannah 
Kellough, Stella 
Haid, Grace Jones, 
Charlie Wilson
Shutouts: Chloe 
Cross
 ■ Atom U11 LL#2

Feb/05/2022 vs 
Woolwich Wild
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Willa 
Nelson (2), Maddy 
Matthews, Callie 
Wagner
ASSISTS: Willa 
Nelson, Callie 
Wagner, Amanda 
Carter

Submit Sports Scores at 
observerxtra.com/scores/

Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
 519-669-5790 ext 104  
 donna@woolwichobserver.com

Family Announcement Advertising: Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/order-family-album

Single:  $28 per insertion 
  

Double:  $38 per insertion 

Triple:  $48 per insertion

Announce it in  
the Observer.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce
With staff working a mix of in offi ce and from home, it is recommended that you use our services offered 
online or phone to book an appointment before visiting the offi ce to ensure we are available to assist you.

The following services can be accessed through our website:
• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, Trees, 

Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit

For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. 
For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
All our vaccination clinics are open for appointments! To book an appointment or fi nd a walk-in location, 
visit: regionofwaterloo.ca/GetVaccinated
A rural vaccination clinic is coming to Breslau for two days! No appointments are needed!
When: Monday, February 21st and Tuesday, February 22nd, 2022
Where: Breslau Community Centre, 100 Andover Drive, Breslau
Time: 9:30am – 8:00pm (both days)

Mental Health supports
If you are struggling or need support, you have access to local, professional mental health supports through 
the Woolwich Counselling Centre by calling 519-669-8651 or visiting www.woolwichcounselling.org.  
You can also reach out to the Waterloo Region 24/7 Crisis line at 1-866-644-0326.  

We are here for you.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
Township Recreation facilities are open to the public. Please note that capacity restrictions and other 
safety protocols will be in place as regulated by the Province of Ontario.
Residents are reminded that as per Ontario Regulation 645/21, all individuals who are entering indoor 
municipal recreation facilities will be required to provide proof of vaccination with enhanced certifi cate 
with QR code along with ID. 
Exemptions include: 

• Children under 12 years old 
• Individuals with a medical exemption must show provincially issued QR code 

Visitors must continue to Covid pre-screen prior to entering. Participants are asked to pre-register for 
all drop-in programs as capacities are limited. 
We ask for your patience & understanding as our Recreation staff work to keep our patrons, volunteers 
and staff safe.

ELMIRA CORE AREA – URBAN DESIGN STUDY
Virtual Community Information Session

February 24, 2022 at 2:00 pm OR 6:30 pm
The Township is undertaking an urban design study of Elmira’s Core Area and has retained The 
Planning Partnership to assist them. The Study will help the Township plan for and respond to interest 
in redevelopment and revitalization. The Study will look at the entire Core Area, focusing on underused 
land. It will consider public spaces, new buildings with a mix of uses including retail on the ground fl oor 
and residential on upper stories, building design, streets and parking. There’s an opportunity to protect 
the historic character of Elmira to serve the residential community and to develop a unique destination 
to expand its role as a local economic driver for the Township.

The Planning Partnership is hosting a virtual meeting to present preliminary concepts for the character 
of Elmira’s Core Area streets, parks and buildings. Two identical sessions will be held each including 
time for questions and comments on the urban design and streetscape concepts being considered for 
Elmira’s Core Area.

Please register on eventbrite to join the meeting. Choose a time that best suits your schedule.

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/250401426407 

February 24, 2022 2:00 - 3:30 pm OR 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm

A meeting link will be sent the day before the meeting. The meeting will be recorded and posted to the 
Township’s website.

For more information, please contact:
Deanne Friess  
Director of Development Services
Township of Woolwich
dfriess@woolwich.ca
519-669-6028
1-877-969-0094 ext 6028

Local Business Resources
In response to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Township’s Economic Development and Tourism 
department continues to support local businesses access Federal and Provincial fi nancial aids.

• Order your FREE supply of masks online at https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-Mask-Request; 
• Ontario Staycation Tax Credit – get back up to 20% Ontario accommodation expenses in 2022;
• Qualifying CEBA loan forgiveness is being extended from December 31, 2022, to December 31, 2023;
• Ontario Business Costs Rebate Program and Small Business Grants reopened on January 18;
• For mental health support, contact Woolwich Counselling Centre at 519-669-8651 or email at 

info@woolwichcounselling.org.
Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business!  
For more information about government programs and other business supports call 519-669-6020 or 
email: EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

The U11 A Woolwich Wild Team takes Silver at the London Devilettes 31st annual tournament held in 
London Feb. 4-6. Submitted

Woolwich Wildcats U13AE went undefeated at the St. Marys AE Tournament Feb. 4-6. Back row: 
head coach Mike Wraight, assistant coach Mark Rintoul, Zach Carter, Grant Rintoul, Zach Wiseman, 
Thomas McCarthy, Nolan Cruickshank, assistant coach Rolf Horn, trainer Victor Maurice. Front row: 
Boston Esbaugh, Oliver Horn, Josh Wraight, Levi Adams, Jordan Martin, Patrick Goetz, Wyatt Garan. 
Goalies: Mason Maurice, Ben Hacock. Submitted

Observer photographs online or in print
are all available for purchasing a reprint.
ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

FROM PAPER
TO PRINT

5x7
$11 2nd Print 

only $5.50

8x10
$15 2nd Print 

only $7.50

4x6
$92nd Print 

only $4.50
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with 
residual built in 

Serving KW and 
surrounding area

Thorncreek Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest 
Management 

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

WALTER 
KIEFFER 

DAD 
No one knows how much I miss you

I have suffered since I lost you
Life has never been the same 

In my heart your memory lingers
Sweet tendy fond and true

There is not a day dear father 
That I do not think of you.

Feb. 11, 2007

Love, 
Your daughter and family  

and great grandsons

In Memoriam

Freeman, Lydia
Peacefully passed away on Thursday, 
February 3, 2022 at St. Mary’s General 
Hospital, Kitchener at the age of 98 
years. Beloved wife of the late Gordon 
Freeman (2003). Dear mother of 
Sharon and Norm Hollinger of Elmira, 
Brian and Carol of Lloydminster, 
Alberta, Mark and Teresa of Salida, 
Colorado, Marvin and Marlene of 
Poncha Springs, Colorado, and 
Darcy of Fort Worth, Texas. Lovingly 
remembered by her grandchildren 
Christel (Tim) Ivanyshyn, Luke 
(Lori) Hollinger, David (Tara) 
Freeman, Murray (Tatiana) Freeman, 
Kristy Freeman, Courtney (Clint) 
Shields;  great-grandchildren, Bryan 
(Michelle Styles), Abby and Clay 
Hollinger; Daniel Freeman; Lorne 
and Linnea Freeman; Lila and Cole 
Shields, Stephanie Ivanyshyn; and 
great-great-granddaughter Evelyn 
Redgrave. Sister of Amos and Grace 
Weber and sister-in-law of Marcella 
Martin. Predeceased by her parents 
Amos and Lovina (Martin) Weber, 
stillborn son, stillborn granddaughter 
Gabrielle Hollinger, siblings Clayton 
(Elmeda) Weber, Selina (Tobias) 
Brubacher, Ivan (Edna) Weber, Irene 
(Henry) Martin, Susanna (Leonard) 
Freeman, Martha (Mel) Eby, E. Lloyd 
Weber, and Gordon’s family: Seleda 
(Howard) Martin, Lloyd (Adeline) 
Freeman, Edna (Peter) Bowman, 
Cleason (Irene) Freeman, Emerson 
(Mary) (Leah) Freeman, Leonard 
(Susanna) Freeman, and Alice (Henry) 
Martin. There will be no funeral home 
visitation. A private family service 
will be held at 2 p.m. on Thursday, 
February 10, 2022 at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira. The service 
will be livestreamed on  Lydia’s tribute 
page of the funeral home website. 
Interment will follow in Bloomingdale 
Mennonite Cemetery. As expressions 
of sympathy, donations to Emmanuel 
Evangelical Missionary Church, St. 
Mary’s General Hospital Foundation, 
or Groves Memorial Hospital would be 
appreciated and can be made through 
the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Happy 50th

Anniversary 
Mom & Dad

February 12, 1972
We hit the golden years dear!! 

With Lots Of Love  
Rob, Brenda, Tammy, Craig,  
grandkids, Family & Friends

Anniversary

Jacky, Laura Jane (nee Hackert)
Passed away on Thursday, February 
3, 2022 at St. Mary’s General Hospital 
at the age of 40 years. Laura will be 
missed by Jed and her sons Jedidiah 
and Greysen. Dear daughter of David 
and Margaret (Goulding) Hackert. 
Loving sister of Chad and Mandy, 
Andrew and Anne. Aunt of Arya and 
Hunter, Xavier, Wyatt, Sahara, Elijah 
and Shelby. Daughter-in-law of Ronald 
and Lynn Ann Jacky and sister-in-law 
of Jeremiah and Lisa Jacky. Loving 
goddaughter of MaryEllen and John 
McLean. A private family service will 
be held at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira. Interment in Elmira 
Union Cemetery.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Obituary

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY, 
PHYLLIS! 

Best wishes, Mom and Grandma, as you 
celebrate 90 years. We love you, and 

treasure the memories, support, joy, and 
fun that you have shared with all of us! We 
also want to take this opportunity to thank 

all of your neighbours and friends who 
have called, shovelled, brought groceries 
and treats, outdoor-visited (with kids and 
dogs!), and brightened your days in other 

ways during these months of isolation. 

With much love from your family.

Birthday

 ↆLOCAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

BOOKING FOR 2022

(ELMIRA)

DUNBAR, BRIAN GERALD - Of Palmerston 
passed away suddenly at his home in 
Palmerston on Thursday, February 3, 
2022 in his 66th year.

Death Notices

15,000 Observers are delivered to homes 
in Woolwich, Wellesley and Waterloo.  
Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 to find out 
how your business can book space

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

AFTER A CHRIST-
MAS BREAK THAT 
went much longer 
than expected 
due to the latest 
pandemic lock-
down, the Elmira 
Sugar Kings 
returned to action 
over the weekend. 
Any rust was short-
lived, as the team 
followed a 4-2 win 
over Cambridge 
Saturday with 4-3 
decision in Water-
loo the following 
day.

The team now 
sits in second place 
in the GOJHL’s 
Midwestern 
Conference with a 
record of 22-7, the 
44 points one back 
of the Siskins (21-5-
3) and one ahead 
of the Stratford 
Warriors (21-8-0-1).

“I would say 
there’s definitely 
still some rust to 
shake off, which 
is expected and 
fair, but we got two 
results that we’re 
looking for against 
two good teams. 
We’re definitely 
happy with the 
outputs of the 
weekend,” said 
head coach Rob 
Collins.

“It looks like all 
the guys took care 
of themselves and 
kept themselves in 
better shape than 
a pear,” he added 
with a laugh. “It was 
definitely encour-
aging to see that so 
they’re excited to be 
back.”

The layoff may 

have been a factor 
to the relatively 
slow start to the 
game February 5 
in Cambridge. It 
wasn’t until fewer 
than two minutes 
remained in the 
opening period 
that anyone scored 
despite two power 
plays for the Kings 
and one for the 
Redhawks. Elmira’s 
Jack Tos potted one 
at 18:13, assisted 
by Luke Eurig and 
Jaxson Murray.

The combination 
struck again at 
5:24 of the second 
period to give the 
visitors a 2-0 lead. 
That wouldn’t 
stand in a much 
more rambunc-
tious frame, 
however, as the 
Redhawks struck 
twice, including a 
power-play goal, 
in an eight-min-
ute stretch before 
Eurig scored an 
unassisted goal to 
restore Elmira’s 
lead.

Despite taking 
four penalties in 
the final stanza, the 
Kings were able to 
keep Cambridge at 
bay, with Elmira’s 
Adam Grein putting 
one into an empty 
net with one second 
left on the clock to 
seal the 4-2 victory.

The home side 
outshot the visitors 
34-31. Netminder 
Matt Lunghi 
stopped 32 to post 
the win. The Kings 
were 0-6 with the 
man-advantage, 
while Cambridge 
went 1-7.

It was a good start 

for new forward 
Jack Tos, who 
scored twice in his 
first game with the 
Kings after being 
acquired from the 
Mississauga Char-
gers of the OJHL, 
where he put up 
6-10-16 totals in 28 
games.

“I was really, 
really pleased for 
him. He was able to 
score our first two 
goals on the week-
end in Cambridge, 
so for him to get 
that monkey, so 

to speak, off his 
back and not worry 
about getting this 
first one with the 
new team was 
really encourag-
ing,” said Collins.

Elmira’s special 
teams had a better 
time of it Sunday in 
Waterloo, with two 
power-play goals 
contributing to a 
3-0 lead through 
much of the open-
ing period.

Murray scored 
at 5:06, assisted by 
Nathaniel Mott and 

Kings post pair of wins after return from pandemic hiatus
Eurig, then netted 
another a minute 
later on the power 
play, assisted by 
Mott and Brody 
Leblanc.

It was 3-0 at 15:46 
when Owen O’Don-
nell converted on 
the power play, 
assisted by Grein 
and Liam Eveleigh.

The Siskins got 
on the board three 
minutes later, send-
ing the teams into 
the first intermis-
sion with visitors 
up 3-1.

Murray 
(Eurig, Eveleigh) 
completed his hat 
trick at 6:41 of the 
second, the only 
scoring play of the 
period.

Two late goals 
in the third saw 
the Siskins making 
a comeback, but 
it was 4-3 Elmira 
when the final 
buzzer sounded.

Shots were 28-25 
in favour of the 
Kings, with Daniel 
Botelho stopping 22 
on route to the win.

The weekend 
showed plenty 
of upside, said 
Collins, noting the 
team will have to be 
better focused on 
the remainder of 
the season, which 
will be extended 
to make up for the 
games postponed 
in January.

“Our effort 
was terrific, and 
I liked that. The 
execution became 
more efficient over 
the course of the 
weekend, so you 

could see the rust 
being shaken off.  
We had a four-point 
weekend, but where 
I see the rust still 
there is on the focus 
throughout the 
whole time – we 
allowed ourselves 
to get a little loose 
at times.”

The Kings return 
to action Friday 
night in Caledon. 
They’ll be in Water-
loo again Sunday 
for a matinee 
rematch with the 
Siskins.
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the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here The Woolwich Seniors Association's next 
coffee social speaker series presentation, 
slated for Feb. 15 at 10:30 a.m., is "Canna-
bis and Older Adults" with Patricia Clark, 
national executive director with Active Aging 
Canada. To register by email: contact@
woolwichseniors.ca.

As with WCS, the Wilmot Family Resource 
Centre is encouraging Wilmot & Wellesley 
residents to team up, fundraise, and walk 
in The Coldest Night of the Year (CNOY) 
event taking place on the evening of Feb. 
26. The fundraiser supports people expe-
riencing hunger, hurt, and homelessness in 
the townships. 

WSA speaker series The Coldest Night

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

KAFFEE AND KONA’S 
KISSING BOOTH is 
raising funds for the 
local humane society this 
Valentine’s Day. 

The Baden Coffee 
Company is now in its 
fifth year hosting the 
event, where a donation 
to the animals gets you 
kissed by one. Through 
February 14, the infamous 
coffee shop dogs will be 
sending virtual kisses to 
anyone donating to their 
fundraiser. On Valentine’s 
Day itself, both dogs 
will be at Baden Coffee 
Company to dish out 
smooches. 

“We’re hoping some 
people come in and just 
want to say hi to them 
on the 14th, but we have 
the virtual stuff out now 
with the humane society. 
They’re going to be on 
site in the morning of the 
14th for a couple of hours. 
Those people who want to 
come and see them they 
can because now we have 
our seating open,” said 

Barbara Collins, one of the 
owners of Baden Coffee 
Company. “So as long 
as we can monitor that. 
There’s not more than one 
or two at a time.”

The aim is to raise $500 
to $600 to help animals 
at the Kitchener-Water-
loo and Stratford Perth 
Humane Society.

“We are incredibly 
appreciative that Baden 
Coffee continues to host 
this fundraiser in support 
of our animals every year. 
As a self-funded charity 
that receives no govern-
ment funding, we heavily 
rely on donations to cover 
general care and medical 
costs for our animals,” 
said Calla James, director 
of community engage-
ment and outreach for the 
KW & SP Humane Society.

Due to the pandemic 
and physical distancing 
requirements, the fund-
raiser had to go virtual the 
last couple of years. 

“The initial idea was we 
had a little booth, she was 
sitting there, and people 
would actually come 
and kiss her or get kisses 

Where Valentine’s Day means a smooch from a pooch

→ POOCHES 23
Kona gets some practice in with Barbara Collins of the Baden Coffee Company ahead of the kissing 
booth fundraiser for the humane society. Inset: Kona and Kaffee. Justine Fraser

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My 
sister just turned 50. She 
went in for a standard car-
diac checkup and learned 
she has high blood pres-
sure and high cholesterol. 
The doctor told her that 
since our mom also had 
these issues, she must 
drastically change her 
diet, increase her exercise, 
and take medications to 
lessen her risk for a heart 
attack or stroke. I'm only 
34 and have never had an 
issue, but I'm wondering 
if there are things I should 
be doing now to stay more 

heart-healthy.

ANSWER: Since genetics 
play a role in the risk for 
heart disease, being aware 
of your health history 
is important. But just 
because your mom and 
sister are dealing with 
issues doesn't mean you 
will automatically have 
cardiac problems. You can 
be proud of yourself for 
being proactive to reduce 
your risk long term.

Given your family 
history, I recommend 
that you reach out to your 

health care provider and 
share an update about 
your mom and sister. Your 
health care provider may 
suggest that you have 
regular follow-up visits 
based on your family 
history.

In the meantime, I 
always share with my 
patients my top five 
recommendations for how 
to keep their heart – and → MAYO CLINIC 23

cause many serious health 
problems, such as heart 
disease and stroke, so it's 
vital to keep blood pres-
sure numbers down.

High blood pressure is 
determined by the amount 
of blood your heart pumps 
and the amount of resis-
tance to blood flow in your 
arteries. The more blood 
your heart pumps and the 
narrower your arteries, the 
higher your blood pres-
sure.

Ideally, a normal blood 
pressure is below 120/80 
mmHg. You are said to 

Baden coffee shop hosts annual fundraising event for the Kitchener-Waterloo and Stratford Perth Humane Society

Top tips for reducing heart attack and stroke risk
have prehypertension if 
your top number ranges 
from 120 to 139 mmHg or 
your lower number ranges 
from 80 to 89 mmHg. 
Prehypertension tends 
to worsen over time. And 
anything over 140/90 
mmHg is considered 
hypertensive.

You should check 
your blood pressure two 
to three times a week 
because you don't know 
if it's high or if it's at goal 
unless you check it.

Talk with your health 

and then donate money. 
That’s sort of why we 
started it because Kaffee 
really likes to give kisses 

– she’s a chocolate lab 
and Kona is a yellow 

lab,” said Collins.
The local pups 

have become 
valuable employ-
ees, helping 
drive customers 
into the store 
with their ador-

able features and 
friendly personal-

ities. 
“When we initially 

opened, which was nine 
years ago, Kaffee used 
to come out and greet 
people all the time, but 
now the regulations are a 
little stricter. So, they just 
stay in the back area most 
of the time, but there are 
still some customers that 
come in specifically just 
to say hi,” said Collins.  

“They come to work 
pretty much every day. 
Kaffee is nine years old 
and Kona is one. The 
reason we got Kona is 
because I noticed she 

bodies – in shape:
Know your numbers.
Aiming to maintain a 

healthy weight is import-
ant, but it also is import-
ant to be aware of other 
numbers, especially your 
blood pressure and choles-
terol.

The biggest challenge 
is that there are generally 
no symptoms associated 
with high blood pressure, 
also known as hyperten-
sion, which is why it's 
often called the silent 
killer. Having high blood 
pressure long term can 

▢ The Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

Red Flags in the Automotive Industry
“We are all familiar with retail stores offering large discounts on a 
certain item. This sales strategy has proven to be a great tactic to get 
customers in the door.
The automotive industry has also tried to adapt this strategy, but 
instead of great sales it has created a negative reputation of dishonesty. 
Offering something for free to get someone in our door does not work 
for the service industry. It forces “upselling”  to make up for the lost 
cost of free inspections and diagnosing…”

Visit our website blog or social media to read Leroy’s recent Blog Post:
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ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

These crisps live 
up to their name

Vegetables and fruits 
such as carrots and 

zucchini (surprise – a 
zucchini is technically a 
fruit!) are mostly made 
up of water. (A zucchini 
or carrot is about 95% 
water.) It can be a chal-
lenge to deal with all 
that water when cooking 
or baking – no one likes 
soggy zucchini bread!

One of salt's many 
superpowers is that it 
can pull water out of 
food. Plants are made up 
of countless tiny cells. 
When you sprinkle salt 
on vegetables and fruits, 
some of the water inside 

the cells is pulled out 
toward the salt. This 
process is called osmosis. 
Squeezing the shredded 
zucchini and carrot in 
a towel gets some of the 
water out, but salting 
them and letting osmo-
sis do its work lets you 
squeeze out double the 
water! So, for crisps that 
are crispy – not soggy 
– use salt to draw out 
that extra water before 
cooking.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at 
www.amercastestkitchen.com

Cheesy Zucchini-Carrot Crisps
▢ 1 small zucchini (6 
ounces)

▢ 1 small carrot, peeled

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon salt

▢ 1⁄3 cup panko bread 
crumbs

▢ 1⁄4 cup shredded 

cheddar cheese (1 
ounce)

▢ 1 large egg, cracked 
into bowl and lightly 
beaten with fork

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon garlic 
powder

1. Adjust oven rack 
to the upper-middle 
position and heat to 
425 degrees. Line 
a rimmed baking 
sheet with parchment 
paper and spray with 
vegetable oil spray.

2. Trim off the ends 
of the zucchini and 
carrot. Shred zucchini 
and carrot on the large 
holes of a box grater.

3. Set a fine-mesh 
strainer over a large 
bowl. Transfer shred-
ded vegetables to a 
strainer and sprinkle 
with salt. Stir until 
combined. Let sit for 
10 minutes to drain.

4. Place a clean dish 
towel on counter. When 
salted vegetables 
are ready, transfer to 
the center of the dish 
towel. Gather the ends 
of towel together, twist 
tightly, and squeeze 
hard over the sink, 

draining as much liquid 
as possible. Discard 
any liquid from the 
large bowl and add 
vegetables to the bowl.

5. Add panko, ched-
dar, egg, and garlic 
powder to bowl with 
the vegetables. Stir 
mixture until combined.

6. Use a 1-tablespoon 
measuring spoon to 
scoop and drop the 
vegetable mixture 
onto a baking sheet 
in 12 mounds (about 
1 heaping tablespoon 
each). Use your hand 
to gently press each 
mound to flatten 
into a thin circle.

7. Bake crisps until 
edges are browned, 
13 to 15 minutes. 
Remove the baking 
sheet from the oven 
and place on a cooling 
rack. Let crisps cool 
for 10 minutes. Serve.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca
Erv Wiens Preaching

9:30 am
Stories from the 

Life of Jesus: 
A sick woman and a dead girl

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11
▢ Elmira Legion Sausage Dinner. Serving  from 5 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. Sausage dinner with mashed potatoes, 
vegetables, roll and desert. $15 per person, takeout 
only. To order call Donna at 519-669-5894 before 
February 9.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23
▢ Managing your Finances in Retirement. This 
session focuses on helping people manage their 
finances in retirement. Topics include the importance 
of managing your retirement, the art of budgeting, 
sources of retirement income, stretching your retire-
ment resources and common retirement strategies. 
Hosted virtually by Woolwich Community Health 
Centre at 6:30 p.m. To receive your Zoom invitation 
email hradford@wchc.on.ca

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24
▢ How to Understand and Support LGBTQ+ Youth. 
Learn about the issues LGBTQ+ youth face and how 
to support youth who question their sexuality or 
identify as LGBTQ+. Join us at 6:30 p.m. All virtual 
events hosted by Woolwich Community Health 
Centre are free. For your Zoom invitation email 
hradford@wchc.on.ca

TUESDAY, MARCH 1
▢ Healthy Cooking for One. If you live alone, you are 
most likely cooking for one. In this session you will 
learn some simple ways to cook for one person, 
including strategies for grocery shopping, storage, 
and cooking once to last multiple meals. Join us at 
6:30 p.m. This free presentation is hosted by Wool-
wich Community Health Centre. To receive your 
Zoom invitation email hradford@wchc.on.ca

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT 
FUND: RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL 
NEEDS DUE TO COVID-19

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. Unique 
situations may require further support that 
otherwise would not be accessible for the 
ongoing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide 
for the individual.

Additional information:
Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 Woolwich Community Services
 Woolwich Counseling Centre
 Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, Wool-

wich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordWord of the Week

ACROSS
1. Holy ___
6. Moose ___, 

Saskatchewan
9. Alter, in a way
12. Souls
14. Express disgust
15. Daminozide
17. Cured sausage
18. Seven days after 

a spring tide
20. Fireplace mantels
22. Water source
25. Bindle bearer
26. A deadly sin
27. Acclaim
30. Crosspiece
32. House
33. Nitrous oxide
36. Bartender on TV's 

Pacific Princess
37. Inflammatory 

arthritis
41. Handiwork
46. Pronto
50. ___ of the above
51. Spa feature
52. Ceremonial 

headdress of 
bishops

54. Cooking fat
56. Come together
57. Smart
61. Nonfat milk
62. Shade

66. "Your majesty"
67. Addition
68. Protective clothing
69. "20,000 Leagues" 

harpooner ___ Land
70. Ed.'s request
71. More fitting

DOWN
1. Neon, e.g.
2. Genetic initials
3. Afflict
4. Mosque V.I.P.
5. Dalai ___
6. Phyllophaga
7. Everlasting

8. Larrup
9. Bullies
10. Bring out
11. Got by
13. Hyperbolic sine
16. Alter
19. Lulu
21. Conflicted

22. ___ el Amarna, 
Egypt

23. Euterpe oleracea
24. "Not only that..."
28. Eastern title
29. Become friendlier
31. Around the bend
34. Religious figure
35. ___ of Anarchy
38. G8 member
39. Criminal
40. ___ function
42. Colourful parrots 

from Australia
43. Prominence formed 

by the ends of the 
two adjacent bones

44. Convene
45. Friend
46. Out of place
47. Penetrate
48. Clothing
49. Needed for 

continued 
education in 
medicine

53. "A Nightmare 
on ___ Street"

55. Charlie, for one
58. Empty promises
59. Glow
60. Light
63. "___ a chance"
64. Signal
65. Be mistaken

Find-A-Word THEME: ARTISTS

ACROSS
1. Poise
7. Slave owner
8. Arm bones
9. Recover from 

difficulty
10. Empty _____

DOWN
1. Pale from shock
2. Cloud of smoke
3. Hurt animal 

(3rd per. sing)
4. Blatant
5. Combine
6. Prickly vine type

 BOYD
 BRUYN
 BUTLER
 CHARDIN
 CLAESZ

 COLE
 DALI
 DERAIN
 DUFY
 DURER

 ERNST
 GIORGIONE
 GOYA
 GRIS
 HEYDEN

 KLEE
 LOWRY
 MANET
 MANZU
 MATISSE

 NASH
 NOLAN
 NOLDE
 PENCZ
 STEEN

 STUBBS
 SULLY
 TENIERS
 TURNER
 WEST

YEN
A yen is a strong desire, urge, 

or craving for something

15

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

If foot & lower limb pain are a�ecting your quality
of life, our experienced pedorthists want to help!

w w w . k i m b e r l y r a u . c o m

Kalsey Smith happily serves you 
at both Woolwich Physiotherapy and 
SOS Physiotherapy (Elmira) for your 

custom foot orthotic, footwear, 
and compression sock needs.

Woolwich Physiotherapy
8-25 Industrial Drive
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3

Tel (519) 669-2578

SOS Physiotherapy (Elmira)
3 Wyatt St. E., Suite 2
Elmira, ON N3B 2H4

Tel (519) 669-1212
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care provider about also 
getting a baseline choles-
terol check, especially 
given your family history. 
Cholesterol is a waxy 
substance that's found 
in the fats in your blood. 
When you have too much 
cholesterol, you can 
develop fatty deposits, 
or lipids, in your blood 
vessels that can make it 
difficult for blood to flow 
through your arteries. 

Feed your heart.
Research shows 

consuming food high in 
sugar, salt and saturated 
fat can increase the risk for 
heart disease. But it's often 
difficult to change your 
eating habits. I encourage 
my patients to embrace a 
Mediterranean diet.

That means you should:
 � Eat at least five 

servings of fruits 
and vegetables per 
day. Besides being 
low in calories and 
rich in dietary fiber, 
fruits and vege-
tables are full of 
important vitamins 
and minerals.

 � Use olive oil when 
you cook or in salads 
instead of mayon-
naise or other rich 
condiments.

 � Eat at least one serv-
ing of fish per week.

 � Mayoclinic.org 
features many 
recipes.

Cut the salt - and the 
sugar.

As good as it tastes, too 
much sodium can cause 
high blood pressure. Avoid 
processed foods, and stock 
up on a variety of herbs 
and spices to use in your 
cooking.

A diet that is low sugar 
is important, too. Monitor-
ing your blood sugar levels 
is especially important if 
you have diabetes.

Move more.
It's important to keep 

your heart healthy by 
getting active. The Heart 
and Stroke Foundation 
recommends adults 
should accumulate at least 
150 minutes of moder-
ate- to vigorous-intensity 
aerobic physical activity 
per week, in bouts of 10 
minutes or more. It's 
important to find some-
thing - anything - you love 
to do that gets you moving, 
even if it's in small 
increments. For instance, 
parking farther away from 
the grocery store entrance 
or taking the stairs at work 
instead of the elevator can 

MAYO CLINIC: Strategies for reducing the risk
→ FROM 20

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and doesn’t 
replace regular medical care. E-mail 
a question to MayoClinicQ&A@
mayo.edu. For more information, 
visit www.mayoclinic.org.

count toward your fitness 
goals. 

Lighten your load.
Stress can be a trigger 

for many people, which 
can increase your blood 
pressure and lead to other 
unhealthy habits, such 
as smoking, difficulty 
sleeping and overeating. 
I recommend making 
mindfulness a part of 
your daily routine, as 
well as activities to help 
reduce stress and anxiety. 
Consider massage, yoga 
or meditation. Make a cup 
of tea and curl up with a 
good book. You can get 
your exercise in by going 
for a walk. Whatever you 
choose, your heart will 
benefit.

Although you may be 
concerned about your 
heart health, realize that 
making lifestyle adjust-
ments takes time. Focus 
on one thing you can do 
today and then add in 
another change the next 
week. Taking small steps 
over time will add up and 
can help you improve 
and maintain good heart 
health into the future.

Enbridge Gas is helping the Township of Wellesley Fire 
Department purchase firefighting training materials, 
through Safe Community Project Assist - a program 
with the Fire Marshal's Public Fire Safety Council that 
supplements existing training for Ontario volunteer 
and composite fire departments in the communities 
where Enbridge operates. #ENBFuelingFutures

Photographed (left to right): District Chief Matt Karley, Deputy Chief Frank 
Karley, Captain Dave Koebel

View the news release, here: www.wellesley.ca/projectassist 

We want to hear your 
thoughts on updates 

to the Township 
Noise By-law

we want your feedback!
TAKE THE SURVEY

woolwich.ca/noise

was born the same day 
as Kaffee so they share 
the same birthdates. 
That sort of intrigued us 
when we were kind of just 
looking for another dog 
during COVID. So that was 
January 20. We had a little 
party for them already – 
they’re very spoiled.”

Baden Cowffee 
Company has become an 
annual supporter of the 
KW & SP Humane society, 
as the owners are dog 
lovers as much as they are 
coffee roasters. 

“We actually have a 
coffee that is called Kaffee 
Kares – we donate a 
certain percentage of the 
proceeds of that coffee to 
the humane society. We 
do some other fundraising 
things for them. Right 
now we have coasters a 
lady donated, and she 
wants all of the proceeds 
to go to the humane 
society. We donate money 
every year to different 
charities and they’re one 
of our main ones,” noted 
Collins.

Anyone looking to 
donate to the Valen-
tine’s Day fundraiser 
and get their smooch 
from a pooch can go to 
kwsphumane.ca/events/

kaffees-kissing-booth or 
donate during their daily 
coffee run at a box at the 
cash register. Kaffee and 

Kona will be available for 
in-person smooches next 
Monday morning at the 
coffee shop. 

POOCHES: Kissing booth will be offered virtually and 
in-person during fifth year of humane society fundraiser

→ FROM 20

Kona and Kaffee are at the ready.  Justine Fraser
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MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

McGowan, a fellow 
career politician as well 
as an MPP at the time for 
Wellington West. George 
Drew’s grandson, also 
named George Drew, was a 
prominent figure in Cana-
dian history known for 
being the 14th premier of 
Ontario from 1943 to 1948.

“I spoke with a local 
resident who remembered 
the premier in the late-’60s 
when he came to Elora for 
an event he was attending. 
He wanted to go back to the 
Drew House, which was 
his grandmother’s home, 
just to see it. This man 
arranged to take him to the 
Drew House and the owner 
at the time took them in... 
he was pleased to see his 
initials were still scratched 
into the glass,” said DeLau-
rentis.

“The other day we found 
the initials G.D. scratched 
into the glass panel,” noted 
Stanley.

There are many histor-
ical photos of the Drew 
House found amongst the 
pages of the new book that 
help provide a look into 
the people who once lived 
there and what their lives 
were like through that time 
period. The front cover 
of the book features the 
present day Drew House, 

photographed by Greg 
Crawford last October. 
The back cover features 
a photograph from 1887 
that looks North across the 
Grand River towards the 
Drew House. 

The book also features 
remnants from old 
newspapers that helped 
DeLaurentis put together a 
bigger picture of the fami-
lies, the house, and the 
history behind it. It helped 
provide her with more 
in-depth knowledge as the 
Drew family were seen as 
prominent figures around 
1859 and years later.

A clipping from the Elora 
Observer from Nov. 13, 
1863, is quoted on page 18.

“Mr. George A. Drew has 
erected a very extensive 
stone stable and coach 
house, which is finished off 
in the best style.”

There are also photos 
that show the interior 
details and embellish-
ments taken by a Record 
reporter, Ray Hebert, 
from some 50 years ago 
that came to document 
the house while Ross 
and Linda Dodington 
were hosting a tour. The 
Dodington’s were also the 
ones to the name the stone 
build ‘the Drew House’ 
after learning about their 
new home’s history in 

Elora.
“That’s what I found 

so rewarding was being 
able to get to the bottom 
of those mysteries,” noted 
DeLaurentis.

The history covers some 
150 years, telling tales of 
local families, some with 
relatives still living around 
here today. 

“The story of the house 
and its people is eminently 
readable,” said Wellington 
County Historical Soci-
ety board member Ian 
Easterbrook in a release 
for the novel. “It captivates 
and I had trouble putting it 
down.”

In between the chapters 
are page length photo-
graphs of the stone on the 
side of the Drew House, 
helping to add the Drew 
House charm into the 
book.

“We’ve always lived on 
the property and loved 
it,” said Stanley. “So many 
people drive past this every 
single day, twice a day and 
they don’t know exactly 
what it is.”

Along with Living Waters 
in Elmira, books can be 
purchased in Elora at the 
Magic Pebble Bookstore 
or the Bookery in Fergus. 
More information can be 
found online at 
www.drewhouse.com. 

→ FROM 14

DREW HOUSE: Longstanding home has a long list
of stories to tell, from visiting politicians to arson


