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Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

DEALING WITH THE 
DEFICIENCIES AT the 
Maryhill fire station may 
roll over into next year, as 
Woolwich council looks for 
more information before 
deciding on how best to 
provide an upgrade.

Where facilities staff had 
been pushing ahead with 
plans to rehabilitate the 
existing building, council-

Council wants more information about Maryhill fire station reno
Emergency crews responded to Katherine Street North in Woolwich Township early Monday after a pickup truck collided with the trailer of a truck making a left turn out of a driveway.  Joe Merlihan

lors are now considering a 
new building as renovation 
costs grew. The township 
had budgeted $700,000 to 
renew the fire hall struc-
ture, saw that cost increase 
to $850,000 and the jump 
to a $1.4-million budget 
before bids pushed that to 
$1.7 million.

“It went $1.4 (million) 
and then it was presented 
at $1.7 – just keeps going 
up and up. I think at that 
point we should have 

stepped back and had a 
look and said ‘whoa, what 
is the real cost?’ I asked 
that question way back 
when it was $700,000 –  is 
it worthwhile repairing 
that building or building 
new?” said Coun. Larry 
Shantz January 20 at a 
special council session to 
discuss the 2022 budget.

After the fire depart-
ment budget was 
discussed the week previ-
ously, councillors heard 

from Maryhill firefighters 
and did some digging of 
their own that cast doubt 
on the process, including 
staff’s estimate that build-
ing costs had doubled to 
some $500 per square foot 
from the pre-pandemic 
prices.

“Our staff said a new 
building would be $500 a 
square foot –  that’s really 
ridiculous. With all the 
information we’ve got, we 
haven’t found anything 

more than about $265, 
so those aren’t accurate. 
I think that $500 was 
thrown out there to make 
it look like $1.7 (million) 
is a great deal, but I don’t 
think it is,” said Coun. 
Murray Martin, indicating 
a new building might be 
more cost-effective.

“Even if we have to go or 
pay a little extra money, in 
the long run we are ahead. 
I think we can make a 
better decision.”

Acting facilities 
manager Thomas van 
der Hoff said the price 
discrepancy stems from 
the township generally 
opting to build through 
a more involved process 
that has architectural and 
engineering firms oversee 
the whole project, adding 
the decision ultimately 
lies with council.

“We are willing to 
consider pivoting, if that’s 

→ MARYHILL 4
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three The Elmira Maple Syrup Festival committee 
this week pulled the plug on the in-person 
event that was scheduled for Apr. 2. The 
pandemic saw the festival cancelled in 2020 
and then go virtual in 2021. The committee 
meets Thursday night to chart a course for 
this year’s outing.

Giving its approval to a new plan to expand 
Hwy. 7, Woolwich council is calling on 
the province to fast-track the project. 
The proposal calls for construction of an 
entirely new highway north of the existing 
route connecting Kitchener and Guelph.  
The route is the latest in a series of alter-
natives spanning almost three decades. 
From the Jan. 26, 2002 edition of The Observer

Pancakes on hold again From the archives

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

A NEW PUBLIC SCHOOL 
IN Breslau is one of three 
new facilities planned 
for Waterloo Region that 
moved forward last week 
with a formal funding 
announcement from the 
province.

The Waterloo Region 
District School Board will 
build a second school in 
the rapidly growing Thom-
asfield Homes subdivision 
on the east side of the 
village. The building will 
provide space for some 
600 elementary students 
and 73 childcare spots. 
The province is providing 
$16.6 million.

“In many ways, 
schools are the heart of 
our communities. They 
bring people together 
for a shared experience 
of learning. The past 
months have been very 
challenging and I’m proud 
of Ontario school boards, 
teachers, parents or 
students for their collec-
tive effort to return to safe 
in person learning,” said 
MPP Mike Harris during 
the January 19 funding 
announcement.

Minister of Education 
Stephen Lecce said the 
province is providing 
$45.8 million towards 
building three new 
schools and opening more 
childcare spaces in the 
region. Together, the three 
will provide room for 1,665 

WRDSB plans to build new facility in 
Thomasfield subdivision on east side

students and 234 child-
care spaces.

Along with the WRDSB 
school in Breslau, there 
will be two new Catholic 
schools in Kitchener.

“We know that this type 
of opportunity will benefit 
Kitchener, Waterloo, 
Woolwich Township and 
parents right across the 
region,” said Lecce.

WRDSB director of 
education jeewan chan-
icka said the new facility 
will be closer to the new 
subdivision in Breslau, 
providing much-needed 
childcare spaces as well.

“This investment will 
provide Breslau families 
more easily, accessible 
school and childcare 
within their own commu-
nity. Our proposed loca-
tion at 95 Loxleigh Lane 
is within the Hopewell 
Crossing subdivision, 
which is set to welcome an 
anticipated 4,176 people to 
Breslau by 2031. With this 
school projected opening 
2024-25, this investment 
ensures that WRDSB 
will be well positioned 
to build a school facility 
that supports the emerg-
ing needs of the Breslau 
community. Beyond 
the students and their 
families this new school 
and childcare space will 
benefit all who live in 
Breslau as it will be home 
to community gatherings, 
team sports, club meet-
ings and more. We can’t 

Council gives Breslau splash pad project another greenlight
Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

A RENEWED BID TO 
BUILD a splash pad in 
Breslau won the endorse-
ment of Woolwich council 
this week.

The idea was first 
approved in 2012, then 
reaffirmed by council five 
years ago. 

The latest plan calls for 
a scaled-back version – to 
1,650 square feet from 
4,300 sq. ft. – at a cost of 

Eric Hodgins, the region’s manager of hydrogeology and water programs, says our water may soon taste saltier.  Justine Fraser

$275,000, with all of the 
money to be provided by 
the community.

Meeting by videocon-
ference Monday night, 
councillors heard from 
the newly formed Breslau 
Community Fundraising 
Group, made of volun-
teers, the Breslau Lions 
Club and the Breslau 
Recreation Association.

Committee member 
David Giacomazzi said the 
project is emerging from 
the limbo that occurred 

in 2015-16 as the township 
considered selling off part 
of Breslau Memorial Park 
to the Waterloo Catholic 
District School Board. 
That idea was eventually 
scrapped due to commu-
nity opposition. 

By 2018, the community 
fundraising effort was 
having “less-than-optimal 
results as corporations 
decided to contribute to 
other higher community 
needs,” he said.

→SPLASH PAD 4

Does the water taste salty to you?

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

THE GROUNDWATER IS 
GETTING SALTIER, the 
result of efforts to keep our 
roads and sidewalks clear 
of ice. That’s a particular 
problem for Waterloo 
Region, which depends 
on aquifers for much of its 
drinking water.

Those municipal aqui-
fers are seeing increasing 
levels of saltiness, says 
Eric Hodgins, the region’s 
manager of hydrogeology 
and water programs. Some 
130 wells provide us with 
water, with 80 of those 
located in high traffic 

areas.
“We are seeing salt 

levels, which is both 
sodium and chloride, 
the components of salt, 
increasing pretty much 
in all of our municipal 
drinking water supply 
wells. About 25 of the 80 
wells serving the primary 
areas of Kitchener Water-
loo, Cambridge, Wilmot, 
then up until Elmira as 
well have levels of salt 
that exceed the aesthetic 
threshold established 
by the province, which 
means that it could start to 
taste salty. The salt travels 
exactly the same speed 
as the water itself and it’s 

completely dissolved in 
the water. So, once it’s put 
in the ground, it’s into the 
environment and there’s 
no treatment that is even 
close to being cost-effec-
tive,” said Hodgins.

Halting that trend is 
a challenge, as salt is 
the de-icer of choice for 
municipalities looking to 
keep roads clear through 
the winter, as well as 
private businesses keeping 
the likes of parking lots 
and walkways safe. Many 
may be overusing the 
product to avoid the liabil-
ities associated with falls 
and collisions due to ice. 

“We’d like to see a 

reduction in the amount 
of that salt being put 
down through the use of 
best-management prac-
tices. So, for the region’s 
and the townships’ and 
the city’s transportation 
agencies, that’s usually 
in the form of improved 
technology. Pre-wetting 
the salt as it comes out 
of the back of the trucks 
helps it stick to the ground 
better so that it stays on 
the road as opposed to 
flying off on to the boule-
vards or into the adjacent 
lands, or automatic vehi-
cle control systems which 
will help coordinate where 

→ GROUNDWATER 24

Province announces 
funding for new schools, 
including one in Breslau

→ BRESLAU SCHOOL 4

Artistic rendering of a splash pad proposed for Breslau Memorial Park. Submitted

Region stepping up efforts to reduce the amount of de-icing salt getting into 
groundwater and, thus, our drinking water
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council’s direction,” he 
said of moving away from 
the renovation plan, which 
is currently in the tender-
ing process.

Both Martin and Shantz 
visited the recently built 
fire station in St. Clem-
ents, completed in 2019 
at a cost of $1.3 million, 
arguing that building 
would be a suitable 
replacement, a sentiment 
shared by Maryhill district 
fire chief Kevin Karley, 
who welcomed the pause 
to look at realistic options 
for renovating and build-
ing a new facility.

“I’m hoping we certainly 
explore the numbers for 
building new. That’s really 
all I’m after, that we have a 
good comparison between 
the two. And council can 
make a good decision 
after that,” he said in an 
interview after the council 
debate.

The current building 
has a number of prob-
lems, some of the struc-
tural – there’s a leaky 
roof and sinking floor in 
the meeting room – and 
some of them issues with 
subsequent additions to 
the original structure. As 

MARYHILL: Council to look at renovating versus building a new fire hall

Maryhill district fire chief Kevin Karley says crunching the numbers will lead to a good decision. 
Steve Kannon

the fire trucks grew larger 
and the staff complement 
increased, the deficiencies 
became more pronounced, 
with Karley uncertain that 
all of them can be dealt 
with through a renovation. 

Originally built in 1966 
with two truck bays, the 
fire hall underwent an 
expansion in 1977 to allow 
for three trucks. Another 
addition in 1986 provided 
a meeting/training room. 
Today, the structure is 
4,350 square feet. Much 
of it is in poor repair, 

however.
Coun. Patrick Merlihan 

said recent revelations 
about deficiencies that 
will persist, the growing 
cost and wide-ranging 
estimates should have 
been brought to council’s 
attention earlier.

“I’m a little disap-
pointed that we didn’t 
know all this information 
– it wasn’t provided to 
council in the first place 
so that we would have all 
the information to make 
those kinds of decisions,” 

he said.
The timeline for starting 

the project is unknown at 
this point. Karley said the 
renovation plan called for 
the station to be vacated 
for six months, likely 
necessitating an early-
spring start so that the 
trucks could be left outside 
and then be back in before 
winter. A new build would 
require the same six 
months.

“With the renovation, 
we were going to get 
kicked out for six months. 
If we do new build, I think 
we’d probably looking at 
about the same timeframe. 
I was talking to the district 
chief in St. Clements, and 
he said they did the same 
thing – they tore down 
their old fire hall and built 
new, and he said they 
were about six months. 
So it, I think it would be 
about same timeframe. We 
would have had to make 
something work regard-
less,” he said.Built in 1966, the Maryhill fire hall has had two additions since that time. Steve Kannon

→ FROM 1

The pandemic put a 
wrench in fundraising 
efforts, including appli-
cations to the province’s 
Trillium Foundation.

The size of the splash 
pad was reduced to 
comply with Woolwich’s 
concerns about operat-
ing costs, particularly 
the water budget, which 
is earmarked at about 
$30,000 per year, in line 
with the facility in Elmira, 
which was built entirely 
through donations.

“A revised splash park 
concept of approximately 
153 square metres (1,650 
sq. ft.) featuring over 15 
water play features meets 
the annual operational 
costs and requirements set 
forth by the Township of 
Woolwich,” said committee 
member Lee McMillan in 
the presentation to council.

The plan calls for the 
water used at the park to 
be drained away rather 
than treated and reused. 
Recycling the water would 
require extensive monitor-
ing and treatment akin to 
the operation of a swim-
ming pool, a process that 
would be time-consuming 
and expensive, explained 
Woolwich project supervi-
sor Blake Miller.

The draining away of 
millions of litres of water 
each season was a red flag 
for Coun. Larry Shantz, 

who tried to square the 
township’s greening initia-
tive with generating so 
much wastewater.

“I think we’ve set a 
precedent here because of 
the Elmira splash pad, so 
I’m going to support it, but 
my question to council is 
‘how can we justify putting 
a $100,000 into greening 
and then we start doing 
this kind of thing where we 
start dumping this water 
down the drain?’ It just 
goes against everything 
that we’re that we’re trying 
to accomplish,” he said.

“Part of greening and 
part of climate change 
is water conservation, 
and we’re not conserving 
water. The second point is 
we’re doing it at the time 
when we need the water 
in the region. We have a 
watering ban on, and here 
we are telling people they 
can’t water their lawns but 
yet we can pour this water 
down the drain.”

In that vein, Coun. 
Patrick Merlihan 
suggested the township 
look at installing a holding 
tank that would allow the 
grey water to be reused, 
perhaps to water trees.

There will be some time 
to investigate options, as 
the fundraising effort is in 
the early stages. Currently, 
the committee has about 
$46,000 towards the 
$275,000 goal.

wait to welcome students 
to this new space,” said 
chanicka.

As children are back in 
class, stronger ventilation 
to help combat the spread 
of the highly contagious 
Omicron variant have 
been put in place. Both 
the WRDSB and WCDSB 
stated that all of their 
kindergarten classrooms 
have HEPA units in them. 

“A hundred per cent of 
our kindergarten class-
rooms have HEPA filters, 
all of our ACE classes, 
which is classes that 
support our students’ 
special needs and some of 
our most in need students 
with complex cases, all 
have HEPA filters. We 
have about 1,079 units in 
place,” said chanicka.

The Ontario govern-
ment provided WRDSB 
with $27.5 million for 
ventilation funding to 
help them improve their 

air quality. Prior to the 
pandemic, WRDSB had 
61 per cent of their school 
with full mechanical 
ventilation, and 38 per 
cent with partial mechan-
ical ventilation, the board 
said in an email. 

“We continue to make 
this a priority because we 
know based on emerging 

SPLASH PAD: Community will be 
responsible for raising all the funds

→ FROM 3

BRESLAU SCHOOL: Province also investing in upgraded ventilation systems
→ FROM 3

evidence of how Omicron 
can spread, this is crit-
ical,” said Lecce. “I’m 
pleased to confirm that 
the new Breslau Hopewell 
Crossing school will have 
in their construction 
the highest standards of 
ventilation available to the 
province of Ontario using 
HVAC systems that will 

accommodate the highest 
filter quality. 

“We’re raising the stan-
dards within our schools 
today; we’re also making 
sure that for new builds 
that we continue to have 
the highest quality air 
filters in schools today and 
the ones we build tomor-
row,” said Lecce.

The new school will be built in the Hopewell Crossing subdivision. Justine Fraser
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GAYLE GIBSON, 
Egyptologist

Coffee Social 
Speaker Series on Zoom

Ramesses The Great,
Or Merely Grandiose?

To register, email:
contact@woolwichseniors.ca

519-669-5044

The most powerful and famous of the pharaohs 
can still command our attention with his works at 

Abu Simbel or the Ramesseum. Stories and 
poems told about him, and perhaps even by 

him, can still be read. He has managed to enter 
our imagination, so that we can recognize him 
in movies as the Pharaoh of the Exodus and in 
video games as the victor of battles. Can we 

hope to see past the glory and public relations 
to know the man?  Let's give it a try.  

Tuesday, February 1st, 2022  10:30am

JANUARY 19

9:00 AM | The Perth 
County OPP are inves-
tigating after a vehicle 
was reported stolen from 
a rural property in Perth 
East. The victim contacted 
police when they realized 
their black 2013 Ford F150 
pickup truck had been 
stolen overnight from 
their residence on Line 34 
in the Township of Perth 
East. The keys were in the 
vehicle, along with the 
victim’s wallet, and $600 
cash. Police remind citi-
zens to keep all vehicles 
and buildings locked, and 
report any suspicious 
activity immediately. 
Anyone with information 
regarding this or any inci-
dent is asked to call the 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122 
or online at www.opp.ca/
reporting. Should you wish 
to remain anonymous you 
can call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) 
or leave an anonymous 
online message at www.
P3tips.com where you 
may be eligible to receive 
a cash reward of up to 

Waterloo Regional Police 
this week issued a warn-
ing to businesses after 
pharmacies were targeted 
throughout the region. 

Officers are monitoring 
pharmacies and speaking 

$2,000.

4:01 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a three-vehicle collision 
at the intersection of Notre 
Dame Drive and Berlett’s 
Road in Wilmot Township. 
A driver was operating a 
vehicle travelling north on 
Notre Dame Drive when 
another vehicle proceed-
ing west through the inter-
section on Berlett’s Road 
struck them. The driver of 
the first vehicle then lost 
control and collided with 
an unoccupied vehicle 
parked on the west side 
shoulder of Notre Dame 
Road. One driver was 
transported by ambulance 
to a local hospital with 
non-life-threatening inju-
ries. A 30-year-old Kitch-
ener man was charged 
with ‘fail to yield to traffic 
on through highway.’ 

5:38 PM | Emergency 
services responded to 
a collision in the area of 
Listowel Road and Steffler 
Road in Wellesley Town-
ship. A commercial vehi-
cle was travelling west 

Police are seeking to 
identify and speak with a 
second person in relation 
to this incident. The indi-
vidual is described as a 
Black male, tall, with a thin 
build, wearing black pants, 
a black jacket, a white hat 
and a red bandana.

JANUARY 23

12:42 AM | Emergency 
services responded to a 
single-vehicle collision 
in the area of St. Charles 
Street East and Notre 
Dame Avenue in Maryhill. 
The driver of the vehicle 
lost control, left the high-
way and struck a hydro 
pole. There were no inju-
ries reported. A 24-year-
old Cambridge man was 
charged with ‘careless 
driving.’

JANUARY 24

7:14 AM |  Emergency 
crews responded to 
Katherine Street North in 
Woolwich Township after 
a man driving a Toyota 
Tundra collided with a 
transport truck. The driver 
of the truck was making a 
turn onto the road, with 
flatbed trailer extended 
across the entire road-
way when the collision 
occurred. Police report 
there were no injuries.

Waterloo Regional Police issue warning to pharmacies after several robberies in recent weeks
 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

with business owners and 
employees to ensure they 
have the latest information 
and updated safety tips, 
police said in a release.

There have been 
seven reported phar-

macy robberies since the 
beginning of the year. 
Investigators believe 
that the suspects target 
prescription medication 
that they will then sell 
within the community. 

Year-to-date, WRPS 
has responded to 24 
robberies, double the 
12 robberies during the 
same period last year. 

Police say they have 
deployed significant 

Anyone with information is asked to call police at 519-570-9777 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.  

resources to solve these 
robberies, and investi-
gators continue to work 
diligently to determine 
if organized crime is a 
contributing factor. 

Pharmacies are encour-

aged to report suspicious 
activity immediately to 
police, have more than one 
employee working at a time 
when possible and have 
well-maintained video 
surveillance equipment. 

Katherine Street was closed near Winterbourne Monday morning while crews dealt with a collision 
between a transport truck and a pickup truck.  Joe Merlihan

on Listowel Road while a 
motor vehicle was travel-
ing east at this same time. 
The driver of the vehicle 
crossed the centre line and 
collided with the commer-
cial vehicle. The driver of 
the passenger vehicle, a 
31-year-old Kitchener man, 
was transported to hospital 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries. The driver of the 
truck, a 45-year-old Strath-
roy-Caradoc man, reported 

no physical injuries. The 
investigation is ongoing 
and charges are pending. 
Anyone who witnessed the 
incident, or has dash-cam 
footage that captured the 
collision, is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

JANUARY 22

7:50 PM | A 19-year-

old Wellesley man is 
facing multiple charges 
in the wake of a distur-
bance in Kitchener. Police 
responded to the area 
of Cherry and Strange 
streets for a report of a 
disturbance involving 
several individuals. During 
the incident, a physical 
fight occurred, with one 
of the involved individu-
als allegedly brandishing 
a firearm. There were no 
injuries reported. As a 
result of the investigation, 
the Wellesley man was 
charged with ‘assault,’ 
‘uttering threats to cause 
death or bodily harm’ and 
‘breach of probation.’ 

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

THE OMICRON VARI-
ANT IS STILL spreading 
in the community, but the 
region’s reported COVID 
case numbers are starting 
to drop. At midweek, there 
were some 2,400 active 
cases, down significantly 
from 4,100 a week earlier.

However, Waterloo 
Region public health is 
also reporting that may 
be an underestimate of 
true case numbers due to 
issues with the availability 
of testing.

“There is some indica-
tion we may be reaching 
a plateau – prevention 
remains key. We need to 
continue to exert caution,” 
said medical officer of 
health Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang 
during the region’s weekly 
pandemic briefing Janu-
ary 21.

Local hospitals are 
still seeing high levels 
of admissions of unvac-
cinated residents with 
COVID-19 and are strug-

Omicron may have reached a plateau 
as number of active cases drop

gling to keep up.
“Omicron spreads 

easily and even though it 
is milder than Delta, due 
to the exceptionally high 
number of cases there is a 
record number of people 
requiring hospital care,” 
said Wang. “The number of 
outbreaks in our high-risk 
settings remains very high. 
Our hospitals are facing 
their most challenging 
times yet. Hospitals have 
seen a great proportion of 
unvaccinated individuals 
among those who have 
been admitted for COVID 
related illness and those 
who have arrived with 
COVID along with their 
primary medical issue.”

The region is encourag-
ing residents to get vacci-
nated, whether for the 
first, second or third time, 
noting that unvaccinated 
individuals are taking up 
the majority of hospital 
beds in the region.

“If you are over the age 
of 50, immunocompro-
mised or pregnant, please 
get a booster dose as soon 

as you can. Increasing our 
community immunity 
through vaccination will 
allow us to keep schools 
opened, to begin loos-
ening restrictions in a 
stepwise manner and 
allow hospitals to resume 
cancelled procedures and 
surgeries as soon as they 
are able to,” said Wang.

Grand River Hospital, 
for instance, last week 
reported being close to full 
capacity and had patients 
waiting in the emergency 
department with no beds 
to put them in. 

“Today we are facing 
an unprecedented level 
of pressure across our 
hospital,” said CEO Ron 
Gagnon in a release. “Since 
the beginning of the 
pandemic we’ve added 146 
additional beds and today, 
all but one is filled. We are 
now at the point where we 
may need to start trans-
ferring patients out of our 
hospital for care, and it’s a 
point we never wanted to 
reach. We also know that 
this is not an easy or ready 

fix, as many hospitals in 
the region and across the 
province are in the same 
situation.”

At midweek the 
region reported 77 active 
outbreaks, with 44.2 
per cent in congregate 
settings, 43.2 per cent in 
long term care and 12.6 
per cent in hospitals. The 
region has seen 342 fatal-
ities related to the virus 
since the pandemic began, 
up 18 in the past seven 
days.

“Vaccines save lives, and 
they keep people out of the 
hospitals. With the strain 
on our hospitals, we need 
to have the protection of 
vaccines to prevent serious 
illness from COVID,” said 
the director of the regional 
task force for vaccine roll-
out, Vickie Murray, as part 
of the COVID update. 

Murray said the region 
will begin giving fourth 
doses for vulnerable, long-
term care and retirement 
home residents in the 
coming weeks. 

→ OMICRON 10
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get  
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

Opinion “The Trudeau Liberals must now stop their 
spin, lame excuses and unjustifiable delays 
and introduce a bill as soon as Parliament 
opens again in February to make the key 
changes that voters want to strengthen the 
access to information law and enforcement.” 
Duff Conacher, co-founder of Democracy Watch, responds 
to a new report following public input on the Access to 
Information Act.

Family Literacy Day is today (Thursday) , 
marked this year with the theme of “Learning 
in the Great Outdoors,” which encourages 
families to make outdoor time fun family 
learning time all while enjoying the wonders 
of Canada’s Great Outdoors. 

Verbatim The Monitor

First proposed a decade ago, a splash pad for 
Breslau was back on the radar this week, a topic 
at a meeting of Woolwich council. The project 
isn’t imminent, however, as even a design scaled 

back from original plans will require some $275,000. 
As with the splash pad in Elmira, the entire cost will have 

to be covered by donations. The township may provide 
the land and operating costs, but fundraising is the key to 
getting it built.

Getting to that point will take some doing, but it would 
represent a first win for a community-driven effort to 
improve Breslau Memorial Park. 

There was considerable optimism about the park’s future 
when six years ago township council reversed its decision to 
sell part of the parkland for $1.75 million to fund improve-
ments to the recreational space there. A large number of 
people opposed the idea of selling the land, promising 
instead to raise money for what was needed there.

In the intervening time since council’s change of heart in 
January 2016, however, little has been done. There was some 
agreement among various community factions to form a 
general plan for upgrades to the park. The money needed for 
the work is still a long way off, however.

Thus far, changes have been limited to undertakings 
by the township itself, most notably in the removal of an 
unsafe play structure and the installation of playground 
equipment.

The cornerstone of new additions to the park is a proposed 
splash pad. In keeping with similar projects – largely in 
Elmira, a lingering sore spot in Breslau – the community 
itself is responsible for raising the money to pay for that 
feature. 

Other improvements will also have to wait until both fund-
raising levels and township budgets allow. 

This will mean both improved relations between Woolwich 
administrators and the community – always a bit precar-
ious – and among various Breslau groups and residents. 
The former was a stumbling block earlier on, especially as 
village residents felt the sale of land to the Waterloo Catholic 
District School Board was a fait accompli, but the situation 
has improved. 

Still, there are no shortcuts. Upgrades to the park are going 
to take time and money. Money is a particular sticking point, 
as the community has to raise much more, and the township 
will have to find room in future budgets.

There was considerable determination in 2016, but that 
appears to have lost momentum early on. What was true 
then is still true today, however: the pledge to come together 
and raise money for the park has to be followed through to 
completion.

The only way things get done is by the community leading 
the way. A big fundraising effort will be needed to upgrade 
what everyone acknowledges as a rundown park. The town-
ship, too, will have to act, setting its own financial plan for 
contributing to maintenance and upgrades at the site. Both 
parties will have to sit down cooperatively, trying to put 
aside past grievances. 

The group of volunteers that evolved as a way to involve 
the public when the township was on track to sell the land, 
still needs to put the same energy into the project, to set 
priorities and lead fundraising efforts. It’s at that point 
that Breslau residents, having argued they have a history 
of coming together to raise money for community projects 
– rather than selling off parkland, residents can raise the 
needed money, they said – can put their money where their 
mouths are. 

Council made it clear it will support the project, as it did 
with the splash pad in Elmira, but that the community is 
responsible for raising all the money needed to build it, just 
as was the case in Elmira.

Community funding needed 
to make Breslau project work

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

In the politics of population, the 
magic number is 2.1. That is 

‘replacement level’: if a coun-
try’s fertility rate (the  average 
number of children a woman has 
in her lifetime) is 2.1, then the 
country’s population will remain 
level. Above that number, it 
starts to grow; below 2.1, it even-
tually falls. And something really 
significant is happening in Asia.

The big news is that India’s 
fertility rate  has now dropped 
below replacement level: it is 2.0 
per woman. 

That doesn’t mean that India’s 
population will start falling right 
away. India will still overtake 
China and become the world’s 
most populous country later this 
decade, with around 1.45 billion 
people, but in due course it will 
stop growing and start shrinking.

The delay is because human 
beings are not salmon: they do 
not spawn and die. Instead, they 
live on another 30 or 40 or even 
50 years after their children 
are born, so there is still a little 
bit of growth left in most Asian 
countries.

Let me explain, using the 
Dyer clan. I was the eldest of five 
children, which was a middle-
sized family in Newfoundland at 
the time. We all lived to grow up, 
and on average we had exactly 
2.0 children each – just below 
replacement level.

Those children all lived to 
grow up too, and it looks like 

We’re already seeing a shrinking Asia
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

they’re also going to end up with 
an average of 2.0 children each – 
but I and my brothers and sisters 
are all still alive.

Three generations of us, and 
where there were 10 people in my 
generation (counting spouses), 
there are now 30.

The baby boom stops there, 
because when my generation 
dies off, we will be replaced by 
the great-grandchildren. At that 
point the Dyer clan will finally 
have reached equilibrium – or 
even started to shrink a bit, if 
some of the grandchildren cut 
back on the child-bearing. It 
takes a very long time to stabilise 
if you stay at 2.0.

However, Asian populations 
are not stopping at 2.0.  The 
phenomenon is most extreme in 
East Asia, where every country’s 
population is already in steep 
decline. 

In South Korea, where the 
fertility rate is an astonishing 
0.86 (less than one child per 
woman, on average), the popula-
tion is going into free fall. At this 
rate, it will drop by half by the 
end of the century.

Same for China, where official 
statistics predict that the aver-
age woman will have only 1.3 
children in her lifetime. At that 

rate, China will be down from 
1.41 billion people now to 700 
million by 2100, less than twice 
the population of United States 
at that time.

Even that may be too optimis-
tic. Fertility expert Fuxian Yi, 
senior scientist in the obstetrics 
and gynecology department 
at the University of Wisconsin, 
recently estimated that China’s 
2020 population was actually 
1.28 billion, not the 1.41 billion 
recorded on the census, and that 
China’s real fertility rate is a lot 
less than 1.3.

The discrepancy arises, he 
says, because many of the chil-
dren counted don’t exist. Local 
governments overstate their 
population to get more subsidies, 
especially education fees, from 
the central government, and 
some families buy extra birth 
certificates online on the black 
market because there are over 20 
social benefits linked to a birth 
registration.

If Dr. Yi is right, then the 
United States, despite a fairly 
low growth rate (443 million in 
the year 2100), may have about 
the same population as China by 
the end of the century.  Japan’s 
fertility rate is 1.35, but that 
still means its population will 
fall from 125 million now to 75 
million by century’s end.

Most of South and Southeast 
Asia is already below replace-

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs
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KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

We continue to suffer governments bereft of considered thinking

taxation. The promises 
they make come with 
a price, but 30 years of 
libertarian lobbying and 
influence have made taxes 
a four-letter word, mean-
ing many politicians will 
try to win votes by prom-
ising to spend today while 
simultaneously pledging 
to cut taxes. That often 
means deficits, a situation 
that’s ideal for politicians 
intent only on re-election: 
the bill won’t come due 
until later, when they’re 
off living comfortably on 
gold-plated government 
pensions.

That kind of thinking is 
what got us into today’s 
mess. That the very people 
who supported tax cuts 
to corporations even as 
government largesse filled 
their coffers are the ones 
leading the charge for 

austerity measures – not 
to themselves, of course 
– has been lost in the 
shuffle.

In the course of a couple 
of generations, we’ve 
undone centuries of efforts 
to create a society based on 
the common good. Much 
of the we’re-all-in-this-to-
gether ideals that came out 
of the Great Depression 
and the Second World 
War, for instance, has been 
replaced by relentless indi-
vidualism. 

Rapid urbanization 
whereby we no longer rely 
on family, friends and 
the broader community – 
indeed, we may not even 
know our neighbours – 
makes us forget just how 
interdependent we really 
are. A consumer-based 
society, pushed by market-
ing, focuses on individual 
pleasure. This comes at a 
cost to the collective ‘us,’ 
especially when it discuss-
ing matters of financing 
the common good: taxes 

are seen as taking money 
away from ‘my’ enjoy-
ment. Increasingly, we’re 
encouraged to give rein 
to our natural tendency 
to look after number one. 
Couple that with an indi-
vidual’s capacity to seek 
immediate gratification, 
and long-term planning 
for our collective future 
becomes even more diffi-
cult.

There’s nothing wrong 
with looking out for 
personal interests, but 
we’re in danger of forget-
ting that most of the 
middle-class gains of the 
postwar years stem from 
socially-driven ideas. In 
purely economic terms, 
the collective efforts are 
the rising tide that lifted 
all boats – some more so 
than others, certainly. 
Today, however, there’s 
an element that seems 
hell-bent on undoing 
precisely the conditions 
that allowed for the great 
prosperity now under 

attack.
Thanks to decades of 

concerted effort, many 
people have bought 
into a set of diminished 
expectations about the 
role of government and, 
more troublingly, the 
possibilities of shaping a 
better society. We’ve had 
democracy reduced to 
the occasional trip to the 
polls. We’ve seen govern-
ment reduced to mana-
gerial functions, where 
debate is constrained to 
a few well-worn topics. 
We’ve seen the economy 
reduced to fiscal policy – 
deregulation’s the order 
of the day as the financial 
services industry sets 
the agenda. We’ve seen 
citizenship dumbed down 
to passive observation, at 
best.

Fewer of us bother to 
vote, let alone take an 
interest in elections. 
Far fewer still look past 
the slogans and latest 
complaints. But if we’re 

going to have a better 
society we need to think 
about the future 10, 20, 
50 and 100 years down 
the line. The road we’ve 
been on for the last 
four decades, driven 
by the neoconservative 
corporate agenda, has 
diminished our quality 
of life. We have to look 
past dubious vote-buying 
programs, immediate tax 
cuts and partisanship.

Long-term thinking is 
not just for issues such as 
climate change, though 
we’re not prepared to 
tackle even that issue, 
despite the consequences. 
No, it’s all about living 
for today. But long-term 
planning is crucial for a 
host of issues that clearly 
part of today’s political 
reality, encompassing all 
levels: long-term resource 
consumption, human 
migration, transportation 
demands, retirement and 
pensions and the like. Our 
failure to do so has led to 
rampant consumerism, 
environmental crises, 
unchecked immigration, 
urban sprawl, financial 
speculation and a host of 
other ills that plague our 
economic, political and 
social systems.

That we’ve been reduced 
to the short-term interests 
of the most affluent gives 
lie to the notion that our 
system of government – 
our democracy – is based 
on the consent of the 
governed. Government 
policies that run contrary 
to the public interest – an 
increasing proportion of 
its actions – surely are 
the opposite of what we’d 
consent to. 

Who is responsible 
for that? Certainly those 
who’ve benefited have 
fostered an unending 
propaganda campaign 
that’s been every bit as 
effective in sweeping 
aside citizenship as the 
corporate marketing 
has been in turning us 

When it comes to budget deliberations, it's often a case of tl;dr before breaking out the rubber stamps.

It’s not an ideal time to 
govern at the moment. 

Both the federal and 
provincial government are 
under fire for a long list of 
failures, from profligate 
spending to ongoing lock-
downs. To some extent, 
they’re unfairly blamed for 
a pandemic beyond both 
their jurisdiction and their 
control.

At the municipal level, 
budget time means 
mismanagement and 
poor policies are under a 
spotlight, albeit a feeble 
one given that most people 
are less interested in local 
goings-on. That’s unfor-
tunate, as poor scrutiny 
leads to an ever-increasing 
list of poor decisions that 
both diminish the quality 
of life and leave residents 
poorer for it.

There’s simply a dearth 
of considered thinking 
and a disregard for the 
long-term implications. 
Instead, we get the short-
term thinking that’s  
afflicted all facets of our 
society. 

Adopting the business 
model that’s taken hold 
in the last four decades 
– today’s stock price, 
shareholder value and this 
quarter’s profits above 
all else – our political 
system has been shaped 
by constant lobbying from 
those who see society 
through only the lens of 
finances. It’s what’s made 
citizens no more than 
consumers.

Politicians, of course, 
have a built-in capacity for 
short-term thinking: the 
election cycle. They make 
promises and float policies 
designed for immediate 
impact – spend for votes 
today. That’s problematic 
in and of itself, as it gives 
little regard to the idea 
that actions taken now 
will have impacts years, 
sometimes decades down 
the road.

Making matters much 
worse, however, is the 
equally troubling issue of →KANNON 8



8  |  O P I N I O N THE OBSERVER | Thursday, January 27, 2022

STEVE  
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Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Some prime topics for another drag show

auger fell off the sled 100 
yards ago. There is also 
just the right amount of 
suspense. Will the angler 
dragging the sled see 
the open, boot-sized, 
drilled hole he’s walking 
straight towards? Will he 
slip multiple times on 
that patch of glare ice just 
ahead? 

Add to that a generous 
helping of drama. Is the 
angler going to make it all 
the way to good fishing 
grounds or will he just 
stop, ponder the futility 
of life and refuse to go on? 
And what about all that 
wheezing and sweating? 
What does it mean? And 
let’s not forget the life-
or-death drama and the 
heroic, action-packed 
moments that occur 
when an angler has to 
rescue two dozen helpless 
minnows that just spilled 
out of an overturned bait 

bucket.
Don’t even get me 

started about the associ-
ated dialogue. That stuff 
writes itself.

Frankly, it comes as no 
surprise that the televi-
sion networks finally real-
ized ice fishing is ready 
for prime time.

To be honest, I wouldn’t 
mind consulting on an 
episode or two.

I have already started 
to rough out one show 
about a fellow who tries to 
set up a large ice fishing 
pop-up tent on a very 
windy day. And another 
where the stars of the 
show try to determine 
whether the smell in the 
ice hut is highly toxic or 
just another sign that the 
other angler’s floatation 
suit needs a good wash-
ing. Spoiler alert: a three-
part storyline on nasal 
icicles is also in the works.

I suppose, all this shows 
just how far ice fishing 
has progressed as an 
outdoors sport. In the old 
days, dragging out a sled 

was child’s play. That’s 
basically because the 
average sled contained a 
minnow bucket, a ladle, 
a spud or hand auger, 
a folding chair, and a 
couple of spools of fishing 
line, some hooks, split 
shot, and a few willow 
gads. On a prolonged 
expedition you would add 
a thermos and a frozen 
sandwich.

These days, you’re 
not equipped unless 
you are dragging a sled 
with a pop-up tent that 
could house a family of 
eight, rubber flooring, a 
heater, a portable stove, 
a cooking set, sonar unit, 
underwater camera and 
flasher, a power auger, 
shovels, a bucketful of 
rods, several tackle boxes, 
a bait bucket, folding 
chairs and a cooler full 
of food to cook, as well as 
several thermoses – and 
then another sled carry-
ing all the camera gear for 
your social media posts.

And that can be a real 
drag.

The other day, I over-
heard a TV commer-

cial talking about a “drag 
show” and I thought, 
“Heck, it’s about time.”

 After all, watching 
people drag their sleds 
across the lake is often 
the most entertaining 
parts of ice fishing. I have 
no doubt it will make for 
compelling television.

Anyone who had ever 
watched a 130-pound man 
drag an ice sled loaded 
with 240 pounds of gear 
knows exactly what I am 
talking about. This is 
something that you just 
can’t take your eye off of. 
Especially, if the lake’s 
surface is slushy or if the 
snow is knee-deep. 

This act of dragging 
an ice fishing sled has 
everything a viewer 
would want. There is the 
slapstick comedy that 
occurs when the sled tips 
over at the end of the 
downhill slide to the ice. 
There is the deadpan look 
on the angler’s face when 
he realizes that his power 

One quarter of the world’s 
population (7.76 billion) 
celebrates the Chinese New 
Year.

2022 marks the year of the 
Rabbit. Next year’s celebration 
of the Iguana occurs only 
every twenty years within far 
east countries make extra 
efforts with parades and 
firework displays. 

Certain foods hold special 
symbolic meaning during 
Chinese New Year. The more 
dumplings you can eat, the 
more money you will make in 
the new year as one example.

 ↆ Last Week's Solution: 
 
Truth: The City of Syracuse had a record amount of snow in excess 
of 163 inches in the winter of 1991-92. City council passed a bylaw in 
March of that year outlawing snowfall until Christmas Eve. 
 
Truth: To be classified as a blizzard, a snow storm must meet very 
specific set of qualifications including wind speed, visibility and length 
of time. 
 
Lie: Nova Scotia does hold a world record for most snow angels made 
simultaneously in multiple locations which was set in 2011 with 22,022 
residents taking place. Not for snowmen.

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Meatloaf or Turkey & Dressing includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Jan 28 & 29

pre-order

reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Feb 2-5

Honey Lime Chicken or Meatloaf includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

5  W E E K  F R E E
F A R M  T O  R E T A I L

F O O D  B O O T C A M P

This 10-class program will provide small or medium-sized farmers
and food product owners, the knowledge, skills, and networking
opportunities to turn their recipes into retail-ready products.

For more information on the program:
waterlooregionsmallbusiness.com/Farm-to-Retail

Deadline to apply is February 2nd, 2022

ment level (Vietnam 2.0, 
Bangladesh 1.9,  Thailand 
1.5). The rest are almost 
there (Indonesia 2.2, Myan-
mar 2.15, Sri Lanka 2.15).  
Apart from the Muslim 
countries of the Greater 
Middle East (Pakistan to 
Syria), the only big Asian 
country still growing fast is 
the Philippines (2.5).

Populations in Europe 
are stable or gently fall-
ing, and in the Americas 
almost every country has a 
growth rate of less than one 
per cent. The only world 
regions still growing fast are 
the Middle East and Africa, 
where population growth 
rates are between 1.5 and 
three per cent. 

Project those numbers 
forward to 2100, even allow-
ing for a gradual decline in 
Middle Eastern and African 
fertility rates (which is not 
currently happening at all), 
and just these two regions 
will contain half the popu-
lation of the planet at the 
end of the century: more 
than four billion people. 

Except for the Arab 
oil states and a couple of 
middle-income countries 
like South Africa and Iran, 
unfortunately, none of 
these countries has a per 
capita GDP of more than 
$5,000 a year, and their 
incomes are barely keeping 
up with population growth. 
It will be a very divided 
world.

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

“Year of the Tiger” 

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.ca |  www.chefduff.ca

Call or Email 
to Pre-Order

Ready to Heat Menu Available February 2–5

Create your own Combo! Each Dish has 2 Generous servings.

Veggie Spring Rolls w/Sweet Chili sauce
$6.00 (additional spring rolls $3/each)

Vegetable Fried Rice 
$10.99

Szechuan Chicken Stir Fry 
$15.99

Singapore Shrimp Noodle 
$16.99

Honey Garlic Steak & Peppers 
$17.99
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DYER: The world could be a very 
different place at century's end

KANNON: Long-
term thinking 
is long absent

into consumers. We’ve 
happily abdicated power 
and responsibility for 
the comforts of our lives. 
Excuses about being busy 
are just that. Still, we’ve 
opted for the distrac-
tions, and can’t even be 
bothered to show up at 
the voting booth for five 
minutes every four years. 
As a result, we’ve got the 
government we deserve, 
one that acts against our 
interests and against the 
common good.

The political and 
economic systems we live 
under are both manmade 
constructs. We devised 
them, and they’ve evolved 
into something that no 
longer meets the needs of 
the majority of us. If the 
social contract means that 
there’s a greater, common 
good, then that contract 
has been violated.

→FROM 7

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

AFTER A FREEZE ON 
WATER and sewer rates in 
2021, Woolwich is looking 
to make up some ground, 
raising the cost of water by 
3.62 per cent and wastewa-
ter by 2.99 per cent.

In a reversal of normal 
practice, the hikes are 
above the increases 
routinely charged by the 
Region of Waterloo, fees 
that make up the bulk 
of the township’s costs. 
Woolwich is looking to add 
two new staff members to 
be paid for directly from 
the bills of residents.

The water and waste-
water budgets were 
given tentative approval 
by councillors meeting 
Monday night.

On the water side, usage 
rates will climb to $1.82 

Woolwich hikes water and wastewater 
rates for 2022; costs led by new hiring

per cubic metre from $1.76. 
That will add $12.24 per 
year to the water bills of 
the average residential 
customer using 204 cubic 
metres were year (17 cubic 
metres per month), said 
director of finance Richard 
Petherick.

The region has 
increased bulk water costs 
by 2.9 per cent. Those fees 
account for 73 per cent of 
the township’s operating 
costs.

With wastewater, the 
increase brings the usage 
rate to $3 per cubic metre 
from $2.91, represent-
ing an additional $18.36 
per year for the average 
customer. Here, too, the 
region has increased 
the water charge, which 
accounts for 75 per cent of 
township costs, by 2.9 per 
cent.

The region has been 

increasing its rates for 
years, ranging from 1.9 to 
9.9 per cent in some cases, 
with no end in sight.

The two new hires are to 
be funded fully from water 
and wastewater charges, 
which are levied on a full 
cost-recovery model, 
which sees users pay for 
all operating expenses and 
all future maintenance 
and replacement costs. 
The township is looking 
for a hourly, unionized 
water/wastewater opera-
tor and a non-unionized 
compliance administra-
tive assistant.

For 2022, the township 
is also in the last phase of 
its remote meter-reading 
program that will see radio 
transmitters installed on 
the meters at some 6,200 
households. The final 
push is being carried out 
this year in Elmira.

COUNCIL NEWS



AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

THE OBSERVER | Thursday, January 27, 2022 | 9 

Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

Business Woolwich council this week awarded a 
$327,000 contract to Robinson Farm drain-
age to carry out repairs to Elmira drain #1. 
The work includes improvements to the 
open-ditch portion of the drain adjacent 
to 75 Oriole Pkwy, erosion repair and the 
cleaning out of some 3,300 metres of the 
main drain.

Home Hardware Stores Limited has been 
named the number-one hardware retailer 
in Leger’s 2021 Ontario WOW study. Home 
Hardware took first place for best in-store 
experience after Leger surveyed more than 
13,000 shoppers across the province. 

Drainage work contract Home Hardware kudos

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East
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Join us for our FREE 
Knee Pain Webinar

Hosted by our Physiotherapists Ryan Wark, Coulton Roe and Courtney Voisin. 
Wednesday February 9th, 2022 at 4:30PM

Call our clinic or visit our resources tab on our website to register!

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

ALREADY BESET WITH 
HARDSHIPS DUE to the 
pandemic and resultant 
lockdowns, the airline 
industry is facing other 
challenges, particularly 
when it comes to growing 
environmental concerns 
and efforts to curb green-
house gas emissions.

The education sector, 
too, is struggling through 
the pandemic given issues 
with in-person learning, 
for instance. Post-pan-
demic changes are also 
likely.

Enter the Waterloo Insti-
tute for Sustainable Aero-
nautics (WISA), which has 
launched a student-fo-
cused competition to help 
foster the sustainable 
flight schools of the future. 
The University of Waterloo 
organization has part-
nered with the Breslau-
based Waterloo Wellington 
Flight Centre (WWFC), 
Alsim Flight Training 
Solutions and the Region 
of Waterloo International 
Airport to host the compe-
tition, which offers the 

winners some $8,500 in 
total prize money.

The goal is to involve 
students in coming up 
with creative ways to 
make flight instruction 
not only greener but also 
more cost-effective, says 
UW Prof. Suzanne Kearns, 
director of WISA.

She sees the likes of 
electric aircraft, next-gen-
eration flight simulators 
and virtual reality helping 
to reduce carbon and noise 
emissions while reducing 
training costs.

“We wanted to really 
think creatively how we 
can bring students into 
this conversation, because 
the reality is it’s their 
voice, which was such a 
huge motivator,” she said. 
We’re wanting to solve 
future problems, the prob-
lems they’ll be inheriting  
when they graduate and 
go into the world.

“We’re very open to 
what the students come up 
with, and we hope they use 
their creativity to come 
up with things we haven’t 
thought of. But some of 
the things that we expect 
will probably be reflected 

Looking to make aviation training greener, more accessible

→ AVIATION 10

The Waterloo Institute for Sustainable Aeronautics competition hopes students can help shape the future of flight training programs.

Modern farmers can’t 
raise livestock 

without veterinary care. 
Nor can they conduct 
their affairs without the 
support of the people they 
feed.  

Which means this week 
they should be feeling 
pretty upbeat on both 
fronts.

Last week, the federal 
and provincial govern-
ments announced they 
were coming together 
to make as much as $4 
million available to give 

farmers improved access 
to veterinary services.

At a news conference 
in Blyth, they unveiled 
what they are calling 
the Livestock Veterinary 
Innovation Initiative. It’s 
designed to help farmers 
particularly in rural and 
northern Ontario, where 
attracting veterinarians 
has been a chronic prob-
lem for ages.

Government officials 
realize this program can’t 
fix the shortage. But they 
feel it can address the 

problem as realistically as 
possible. 

For one, it will focus on 
expanding telemedicine 
access. And it will put 
resources into mobile 
clinics to address the 
long distances between 
farmers and the already 
too-few animal health 
care providers.

The new program is → ROBERTS 10

in place in rural Ontario, 
this program will offer to 
help them use new equip-
ment and techniques and 
deliver more efficient 
and accessible support to 
livestock farmers.

The bigger question of 
course is why does there 
continue to be a shortage 
of large- or food-animal 
veterinarians? Even with 
attractive local incentives, 
it’s still a challenge to get 
graduates to head north or 
to rural areas to hang their 
professional shingles. 

Waterloo Institute for Sustainable Aeronautics, Breslau flight centre team up for competition to spur innovation

New veterinary program is a good signal for livestock sector 
The answer is complex. 

First, this challenge 
crosses disciplines and 
affects other professionals 
too. New graduates typi-
cally flock to more popu-
lated areas where services 
are more abundant.

Second, it takes years 
to graduate more veteri-
narians. And even when 
you do, there’s no guar-
antee that they’ll have an 
interest in large or food 
animals. Fewer veteri-
nary students all the time 

in the designs are electric 
aircraft , which are only 
practical today in light-
weight aircraft that are 
used for shorter trips – just 
the nature of how heavy 
the batteries are limits 
the range, but that does 
open the door for electric 

expected to support 
requests for the likes 
of equipment to help 
veterinary practices 
deliver enhanced virtual 
care, diagnostic work and 
tele-medical support for 
farms.

Organizers will also 
look at funding portable, 
specialized, livestock 
handling equipment to 
help veterinary practices 
or farms manage animals 
while receiving care.

And finally, for veteri-
nary professionals already 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

aircraft to be used for 
flight training purposes. It 
seems like that’s probably 
the low-hanging fruit or 
the easiest sector of avia-
tion to become electric.”

“The competition prom-
ises to spark a holistic 
rethinking of the aviation 

training sector as hubs 
for green innovation,” 
said Bob Connors, general 
manager of WWFC, in a 
release announcing the 
new competition that got 
underway last week. “We 
are seeking inspirational 
ideas, exciting designs, 

and new directions 
towards a more sustain-
able future for the air 
transport training sector.” 

Training is likely to be a 
hot topic in the industry, 
which was already suffer-
ing through an interna-
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have a farm background, 
and working with large 
animals is foreign to them. 
Companion animals is 
where they’re the most 
comfortable, and around 
which they join or form 
practices.   

That’s no secret to 
Lisa Thompson, Ontario 
Minister of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs. 
At the news conference 
in Blyth, she noted the 
many complicated issues 
facing veterinarians and 

ROBERTS: The real solution is finding ways to make rural 
and farm practices more attractive to veterinarians

→FROM 9

tional shortage of pilots 
and other crew members 
prior to a pandemic that 
has seen employees leave 
to find work in other 
sectors.

The Pilot Demand 
Outlook report compiled 
by Montreal-based simula-
tor titan CAE sees a global 
need for 260,000 pilots 
by the end of this decade 
alone.

According to the 2020-
2029 CAE Pilot Demand 
Outlook, retirement and 
attrition are expected to 
continue to be a challenge 
for the civil aviation indus-
try as air travel recovers 
progressively, leading 
to an acute demand for 
pilots.

Kearns notes that 
aircraft builder Boeing is 
projecting 612,000 new 
pilots will be needed 
between 2021 and 2040.

She adds that airlines 
also have a need for cabin 
crews, maintenance 
workers and host of others 
needed to keep their oper-
ations running even as 
downturns have seen the 

existing workforce leave to 
find jobs elsewhere.

The pandemic has also 
had an impact on the 
ability to train the likes of 
new pilots.

“The pandemic caused 
a backlog in training. The 
results of that is at the 
University of Waterloo, 
we have Canada’s largest 
university-level aviation 
program, but we have 
had to cut our intake in 
half, both this year and 
next year, because of the 
backlog in training,” said 
Kearns. There’s been a 
lot of talk about aviation 
returning to pre-pandemic 

the provision of veter-
inary care to Ontario’s 
producers, including the 
challenge of increased 
demand for services amid 
persistent labour short-
ages.

To her, it’s more than 
a veterinarian shortage: 
This problem is a very 
stubborn obstacle in the 
quest to ensure Ontario’s 
food supply is secure. 
The challenges plagu-
ing this quest have been 
magnified through the 
pandemic.

AVIATION: Pandemic has exacerbated an already 
established labour shortage in the industry

→FROM 9

Annika, 9, with some snowman seats in Hawkesville. Submitted

Miraya, 7, takes a rest on her princess bed in Hawkesville.
2022

Kolton Bauman, 10, Logan Shantz, 9, Viktor Wagner, 12 and Jakob Wagner, 10 with their big mansion 
house in Elmira. Submitted

levels, but when it does, 
so it’s doing so with a 
workforce that was already 
facing international short-
ages, and then so many 
have left and the training 
pipeline has been reduced 
that it creates a real critical 
challenge to get enough 
people to make the sector 
work.”

Prior to the pandemic, 
the university was enroll-
ing about 120 first-year 
students – the capacity of 
the flight school – but now 
that number is 60. The 
hope is to bring that back 
up in a year or two, said 
Kearns.

In that environment, 
the competition makes 
sense as a way to both help 
the industry innovate 
and make training more 
affordable to remove barri-
ers to future pilots. Now 
underway, the competi-
tion will see judges choose 
the top three designs on 
May 27, while the final 
student presentations and 
winners’ announcements 
will be at the WISA annual 
general meeting on June 
24.

“Veterinarians across 
Ontario have been work-
ing tirelessly to serve their 
clients and ensure the 
safety of our food supply 
during unprecedented 
times,” she said. 

That’s true. And while 
the new Veterinary Live-
stock Innovation Initiative 
will help compensate for 
the veterinary shortage, 
the bigger drive must 
continue to find ways to 
make rural and farm prac-
tice attractive to veterinar-
ians.  

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

THE NUMBERS OF 
COVID CASES in the 
province and the region 
are trending downwards, 
giving way to ease some 
of the public health 
measures enacted on 
January 5. The Ontario 
government is set to 
lift some restrictions in 
the province for indoor 
dining, gyms, and enter-
tainment venues at 
the end of the month, 
although many will 
remain at 50 per cent 
capacity until the next 
21-day benchmark on 
February 21.

“With the anticipated 
loosening of some restric-

Province begins easing lockdown restrictions as of Monday
tions in Ontario begin-
ning on January 31, we 
all need to move forward 
cautiously to protect our 
progress and avoid going 
backwards,” said medi-
cal officer of health Dr. 
Hsiu-Li Wang during the 
region’s weekly pandemic 
briefing last Friday. 

Social gathering limits 
will increase at the end 
of the month to 10 people 
indoors and 25 people 
outdoors. 

“The evidence tells us 
that the measures we put 
in place to blunt transmis-
sion of Omicron are work-
ing,” said Premier Doug 
Ford in a statement. “We 
can be confident that the 
worst is behind us and that 
we are now in a position 

to cautiously and grad-
ually ease public health 
measures. While February 
will continue to present 
its own challenges, given 
current trends these are 
challenges we are confi-
dent we can manage.”

As of midnight on Janu-
ary 31, Ontario will again 
begin lifting restrictions 
for indoor public settings. 
Sporting events, concert 
venues and theatres will 
reopen at 50 per cent 
capacity or 500 people in 
attendance, whichever is 
less. 

“Thanks to the efforts 
of Ontarians going out 
to get their booster dose 
and adhering to current 
public health and work-
place safety measures, we 

are in a position where 
we can begin planning to 
gradually and cautiously 
ease restrictions,” said 
Dr. Kieran Moore, chief 
medical officer of health 
for Ontario, in a release.

On February 21, if public 
health deems it is safe to 
do so, Ontario will move 
into increasing capacity 
limits indoors to 100 per 
cent unless it is a sporting 
event or concert venue, 
which will remain at 50 per 
cent capacity. Nightclubs, 
weddings, and other places 
with dancing will reopen at 
25 per cent capacity. 

“The months ahead will 
require continued vigi-
lance, as we don’t want to 
cause any further disrup-
tion to people’s everyday 

lives. We must continue 
to prevent the transmis-
sion of COVID-19 in our 
communities by following 
the measures in place and 
by vaccinating those who 
have not yet received their 
doses,” said Moore.

If Ontario’s numbers 
continue to go down, 21 
days after that, on March 
14, the province will 
reopen almost fully with 
social gatherings indoors 
limited to 50 people and 
no restrictions on outdoor 
events.

“The threat of COVID-19 
is still significant in our 
community, particularly 
to vulnerable residents, 
unvaccinated residents 
and our healthcare 
system. However, there is 

also hope on the hori-
zon, thank you to all the 
residents who have been 
and are continuing to get 
vaccinated as we blunt 
the impact of the Omicron 
variant. The next few 
weeks remain critical,” 
said regional Chair Karen 
Redman during the brief-
ing. “Continue to check on 
family members, neigh-
bours, and loved ones and 
continue to be kind to 
frontline members of our 
community. We’re all in 
this together and we will 
get through this together.”

Proof of vaccination, 
via a QR code will still be 
mandatory as well as other 
public health measures as 
the province eases restric-
tions.

Suzanne Kearns Submitted
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Sale Event Hours: Tues-Wed  9-6  |  Thur  9-9  |  Fri  9-9  |  Sat 9-5 *some exclusions apply

STOREW IDE

W.C. Brown & Sons
18-24 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.1152 | brownsmenswear.com
Store Hours: Mon-Wed 9-6  | Thurs-Fri 9-7  | Sat 9-5 *some exclusions apply

30%-60% OFF
QUALITY MEN’S CLOTHING
UPDATE YOUR WARDROBE
All Casual Wear for every occasion- work or relaxation
All Dress Wear to round out that sophisticated Wardrobe

 Hurry.......Don't miss out.

WinterWinter
Clearance SaleClearance Sale

Sale Ends - Monday Feb 14th

www.orrinsurance.net
5205 Ament Line, 

Linwood

Meet Your Local Brokers

PERSONAL | BUSINESS | FARM | INVESTMENT | LIFE & BENEFITS

Tim Wright
Account Executive

519-698-2215 ext 292

Jocey McBeth
Personal Account Manager

519-698-2215 ext 290

Blaine Hergott
Account Executive

519-698-2215 ext 291

Waterloo Region is 
reporting 87.8 per cent of 
eligible residents 5 and 
older have their first dose 
and 82.3 per cent have 
been fully inoculated. 
More than 264,000 third 
doses have been given to 
residents. At midweek 52.7 
per cent of children aged 5 
to 11 had their first COVID 
vaccine and 14.2 per cent 
had been fully vaccinated.

“If you have symptoms, 
you should consider that 
its COVID and you should 
self isolate for five days if 
you’ve been double vaxxed 
or under the age of 12. For 
those that haven’t had 
at least two doses or are 
immunocompromised 

their isolation period 
should be 10 days,” noted 
Wang.

As with the region, 
the number of cases 
has dropped in Welling-
ton-Dufferin-Guelph,  
with 815 active cases, 
down from 1,140 seven 
days earlier. There have 
been 136 fatalities associ-
ated with the virus, three 
in the past week.

Public health there 
reports 84.1 per cent of 
eligible residents have been 
fully inoculated, with 46.5 
having had a booster shot.

The province continues 
to see growth in the total 
number of cases, with the 
tally now at 1,005,000, of 
which 932,250 have been 

resolved (92.8 per cent). 
There have been some 
11,068 deaths since the 
pandemic began, repre-
senting a mortality rate of 
1.1 per cent.

Some 4,000 people are 
currently hospitalized in 
Ontario, 594 in ICU.

The latest numbers 
from Health Canada 
show 270,000 active cases 
nationwide, down from 
331,000. The cumulative 
total of confirmed cases 
now stands at 2,947, 179, 
with 32,786 related deaths, 
a mortality rate of 1.1 per 
cent. Nationally, 83.4 per 
cent of eligible Canadians 
have received at least one 
dose of vaccine, with 77.5 
per cent fully vaccinated.

PANDEMIC: Public health officials encouraging residents 
to get vaccinated, particularly those yet to be inoculated

→FROM 5
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A harvest of local 
farming innovation.
Connect to the land.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

Rural 
Connections

Steve Hounsell, ardent advocate for 
biodiversity conservation and ecologi-
cal sustainability, will deliver the keynote 
presentation at Forests Ontario’s annual 
conference, Strength in Biodiversity, 
a virtual event to be held Feb. 9-11. 
www.forestsontario.ca

The fedeal government last week announced 
the appointment of the first woman, Jennifer 
Hayes, as chairperson of the Canadian Dairy 
Commission for a four-year term, effective 
Dec. 23. Hayes was first appointed to the 
Canadian Dairy Commission in January 2017, 
in the role of Commissioner and has held the 
position for four years. 

Stressing biodiversity Dairy commission chair

In an unprecedented 
surgery, a 57-year-old 

American with serious 
heart disease had a heart 
transplant with a geneti-
cally-modified pig’s heart 
on January 7. A few weeks 
later, the patient is report-
edly still doing well.

This surgery was a first, 
performed by a team from 
the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine. It’s 
among the first to illus-
trate the feasibility of a 
pig-to-human heart trans-
plant, a procedure made 
possible by new gene-edit-
ing tools. Science has given 
us xenotransplantation 
through gene editing.

Despite the successful 
operation, the patient is 
still hooked to a heart-lung 
bypass machine, which is 
keeping him alive. For a 
transplant, however, this is 
not out of the ordinary.

Agricultural produc-
tion has supported our 
agri-food sector since the 
beginning of time, essen-
tially to feed humans. It 
has also developed new 

vocations over the years, 
for example, with the 
energy industry.

Now, some researchers 
are contemplating animal 
production to help the 
health-care sector, which 
is in dire need of organs. 
At any given time, 4,000 to 
5,000 people are waiting 
for organs in Canada. 
And every year, 200 to 
250 people in Canada die 
while waiting for an organ 
transplant.

For the patient in Mary-
land, xenotransplantation 
was his only option to stay 
alive.

Xenotransplantation 
can save lives – but some 
people will surely ask ques-
tions about the ethical and 
moral aspects of breeding 
animals to produce organs 
to save human lives.

The university obtained 
emergency clearance from 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 
under its compassionate 
use program a week before 
the operation. A few days 
later, the donor pig, raised 

Manufacturing human organs … with farm animals

→ CHARLEBOIS 13

Animal production is now being used to help the health-care sector.

Like fortune tellers with 
crystal balls, Farm 

Credit Canada’s (FCC) 
economics team has been 
studying their charts to 
forecast what’s in store for 
Canada’s agriculture and 
food industry in 2022.

“Sometimes the best 
indicators of what will 
happen in the future can 
be found in the recent 
past,” said J.P. Gervais, 

FCC’s chief econo-
mist. “But with a slow-
er-than-expected recovery 
from the pandemic and 
multiple challenges that 
have rocked industry 
supply chains in 2021, this 
year’s forecast for Cana-
da’s agriculture and food 
industry has been a real 
challenge.”

Despite the uncertainty, 
Gervais suggests industry 

producers and processors 
keep an eye on five key 
trends: Canada’s infla-
tion and interest rates, 
ongoing supply chain 
challenges, labour short-
ages, supply-demand 
imbalances and strength 
in meat demand. Under-
standing these trends will 
help business owners and 
operators mitigate risks → FCC 13

“Persistent supply chain 
disruptions and global 
demand will continue to 
prompt higher prices on 
virtually everything – two 
trends that began well 
before 2021,” Gervais said. 
“Supply shortages may 
continue for some key 
commodities, and overall 
price increases on oil, gas 
and global agriculture 
commodity supplies are 

At any given time, 4,000 to 5,000 people are waiting for organs in Canada. Every year, 200 to 250 people in Canada die while waiting

FCC economists identify five areas to watch in 2022
not expected to weaken 
before mid-year.”

Supply chain and 
labour force challenges

Throughout the 
pandemic, supply chain 
disruptions caused by 
shortages and back-
logs in global transport 
networks created infla-
tionary pressures. Average 
month-over-month global 

in a hyper-sanitized envi-
ronment, was slaughtered 
to extract its heart.

Science can be amaz-
ing. But the concept of a 
gene-edited pig, designed 

and take advantage of 
opportunities throughout 
2022 and beyond.

Inflation and interest 
rates

Inflation is expected 
to be above the Bank of 
Canada’s target rate for 
most of 2022, which also 
should drive interest rate 
increases in an effort by 
the central bank to keep a 
lid on inflation. 

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-3232371 Arthur St. S. Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

to produce a compatible 
organ for a human, will 
make some people uneasy. 
The science is real, and a 
debate is warranted.

Xenotransplantation has 

been discussed for years, 
but this is the first success-
ful operation involving 
modifying a pig’s genetics 
to increase the chances of 
compatibility. For years, 

chimpanzee kidneys have 
been transplanted into 
humans, even a baboon 
heart into a baby, but the 
survival period has never 
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SPECIALIZING IN:
• FERTILIZER (Agricultural & Commercial)
• SEED GRAINS & GRASS SEED
• SOYBEANS
• BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS
• SOIL TESTING
• LOCAL FREIGHT

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

126 Bonnie Crs., Elmira 
www.rytechmachine.ca

For more informa�on visit: h�ps://www.cribit.com/grain-contracts

Let’s talk -   

 Top yielding
 Excellent standability
Great disease package
 Excellent crown rust tolerance
 Good straw yield

Contact us Today  julia@cribit.com | craig@cribit.com | 519-664-3701

NEW for 2022!
AAC Reid OatsOats Opportuni�es

for genes that fit your farm® 

Genes that fit your farm® is a  registered  trademark  of SeCan.

(Exclusive Release) 

Including a cereal in your rotation is important.

Consider a food grade oat or barley contract for 
your 2022 crop year.

VUA= Variety Use Agreement.

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

Quality 
Drainage 
Systems

exceeded nine months.
After a series of failures, 

the scientific community 
temporarily abandoned 
xenotransplantation – 
until pigs were considered. 
Pork production lends 
itself better to xenotrans-
plantation as it’s possible 
to obtain an organ of 
adequate size within six 
months. Several patients 
have received valves and 
other parts from pigs with 
positive results, so the 
concept isn’t new. But 
transplanting a pig’s entire 
organ is unprecedented.

Before we judge or 
condemn the practice, we 
must consider the egalitar-
ian issue of transplants.

A hidden aspect of trans-
plants is related to racial-
ized groups. A Black, Asian 
or Indigenous person is 
less likely to get an organ 
donation than a white 
person. Chronic diseases, 
genetics and blood history 
make it more difficult for 
them to find a donor. A 
person from these groups 
has between 50 and 70 per 
cent less chance of getting 
a donation when on the 
waiting list.

But animal gene editing 
to support xenotransplan-
tation means it’s scien-
tifically more probable to 
produce compatible organs 
for everyone, regardless of 
their genetic makeup. So 

xenotransplantation can 
further democratize organ 
donation.

Xenotransplantation 
supported by gene editing 
offers humanity a tailor-
made organ donation 
system. But this brings its 
share of bioethical ques-
tions, especially when it 
comes to the ethical treat-
ment of animals.

There’s also always 
the risk of transmitting 
porcine viruses to humans. 
And in light of the COVID-
19 pandemic we’ve all been 
living through for nearly 
two years, that’s no small 
consideration.

We don’t know much 
about the genetic editing 
practices applied to the 
pig to allow the heart to 
stop growing once inside 
the human body. The 
company behind the tech-
nology, Revivicor, remains 
very discreet. We also don’t 
know much about what 
happened to the carcass of 
the donor pig.

This is a discussion 
worth having. Revivicor 
could have at least given 
the pig a symbolic name 
like British researchers 
did with Dolly, the famous 
cloned sheep. After all, the 
pig is the real hero here.

 ↆ Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is 
senior director of the agri-food 
analytics lab and a professor in 
food distribution and policy at 
Dalhousie University.

transportation costs for 
dry goods increased 7.3 
per cent in 2020 and more 
than doubled in 2021 with 
an average increase of 15.3 
per cent.

“Looking ahead in 2022, 
we see strong demand for 
raw agriculture commod-
ities and other manufac-
turing inputs. Coupled 
with shipping container 
and transportation labour 
shortages, we’re forecast-
ing a continuing trend 
toward higher transporta-
tion costs,” Gervais said. 
“It’s highly predictable the 
higher cost will be passed 
onto consumers and 
reflected in the price we 
pay for food and beverages 
in the grocery store.”

At the same time, 
chronic labour force short-
ages in the food process-
ing sector – made worse 
by the pandemic – could 
also contribute to higher 
food costs.

Supply and demand 
for key commodities

Drought and other 
extreme weather events, 
plus surging demand 
since 2019 have each 
contributed to recent 
global supply/demand 
imbalances for several 
major crops. Not even the 
price spikes produced by 
record demand curbed the 
trade of raw commodities 
around the world through-
out 2020 and 2021.

“This has been good 
news for many Canadian 

producers who have 
seen reduced yields, 
since global demand 
for commodities has 
been generating overall 
stronger prices,” Gervais 
said. “But since global 
stocks aren’t that tight for 
some commodities – such 
as wheat and soybean 
– strong demand will 
be needed over the 
longer term to 
sustain these 
prices.”  

Shifting 
consumer 
demand for 
meat

Meat 
consumption 
patterns are 
normally 
driven by 
consumer 
income and 
prices, but lock-
downs and food 
service closures 
during the pandemic 
have added a new chal-
lenge for the sector. 

The pandemic has had a 
clear impact on both meat 
consumption (consumer 
purchases) and demand 
(consumer preferences). 
While consumer demand 
for chicken rebounded 
in 2021 in response to 
widespread food service 
re-openings and perhaps 
higher red meat prices, 
consumer purchases of 
red meat have waned.

“Meat consumption has 
shifted and declined as 
households have cut back 

on more expensive meals, 
due to job and income 
losses,” Gervais said. 
“We’ll be watching closely 
to see if the demand 
for meat returns to its 
pre-pan-

demic 
growth. But business 
conditions in the food 
service sector will be 
major influences in 2022.”

Stronger, more 
resilient and driven by 
innovation

Gervais believes market 
conditions will eventually 
improve, and he’s optimis-
tic that Canada’s agricul-
ture and food industry 
will emerge stronger and 

→FROM 12
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CHARLEBOIS: Gene editing to 
support xenotransplantation is more 
likely to produce compatible organs 

FCC : Economics team breaks out its crystal ball to look at the year ahead
more resilient to rapidly 
changing economic 
conditions and unex-
pected global situations. 
Innovation has also been 
a hallmark of the food 
supply chain, as it contin-

ues to adjust to the 
realities of the 

pandemic.

“While 
there are 

many challenges 
on the road ahead, there 
are also many opportuni-
ties for Canadian agricul-
ture and food producers, 
processors, suppliers 
and service providers,” 
Gervais said. “One key is to 
have sound risk manage-
ment strategies to ensure 
your business can thrive 
despite some economic 
headwinds and take 
advantage of those oppor-
tunities as they arise.”
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Read a local best  
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

Arts Just For Laughs presents Tom Segura for 
two shows Feb. 16 at Kitchener's Centre In 
The Square, part of the second leg of his 
“I'm Coming Everywhere – World Tour.”  He is 
best known for his Netflix specials, Ball Hog 
(2020), Disgraceful (2018), Mostly Stories 
(2016), and Completely Normal (2014). 
www.centreinthesquare.com

The latest lockdown having cancelled its 
January shows, the KW Symphony looks to 
get back on track in February with Charles 
Richard-Hamelin & Beethoven on Feb. 11 and 
12 and then Ron Sexsmith with the KWS, 
with the Juno Award-winning singer-song-
writer Ron Sexsmith joining the KWS for an 
evening of all things Canadiana on Feb. 25. 
www.kwsymphony.ca

Laughing it up at CITS Post-lockdown KWS

20+ years in business

www.earandhearingclinic.com
519-669-4425

69 Arthur St. S. Elmira ON

We’re proud to welcome 
Ha-Yoon Jae to our clinical team! 

r“Our eputation is
your guarantee.”

“Our reputation is your guarantee”

He has a special interest in the Tinnitus with 
Cognitive-Behavioural Therapy (CBT) and Mindfulness approach. 

RINGING IN YOUR EARS?
Recent studies have proven that depression and 

anxiety disorders correlate with bothersome tinnitus.
M.CI.Sc., Reg. CASLPO

JULIANE SHANTZ  ·  DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

LOCAL ACTOR EMEKA 
AGADA TAKES his career 
from stage to screen with 
Amazon Prime’s new 
show ‘Reacher,’ based 
on the book series Jack 
Reacher by Lee Child, 
which begins airing 
February 4.

Before appearing in 
the first episode as the 
character JD, Agada had 
to audition for his role 
through Zoom thanks to 
the ongoing pandemic. 
After being cast, he had 
to work with an accent 
coach and train to carry 
out stunts.

 “What was cool for the 
role is there was action 
training and stunts – I 

hadn’t really had experi-
ence doing that before. 
The story takes place in 
Georgia so I had to prepare 
an accent – I worked with 
an accent coach, which 
was really nice. So, when 
the day came it was cool 
because pretty much the 
whole thing takes place in 
the prison. One part of it 
we shot in a manufactured 
prison, and we ended up 
going to the Kingston 
penitentiary and shooting 
there.”

Agada says he was 
happy to be able play JD 
in the new show, as he 
found the character’s 
personality to be the 
complete opposite of his, 
but he was still able to 
use his athletic abilities 
groomed in his hometown 

Elmira’s Emeka Agada appears as ‘Reacher’ begins streaming
Emeka Agada, who’s now studying in England, can be seen in the first episode of Amazon Prime’s new series Reacher, which stars Alan Ritchson (right) as Jack Reacher. Submitted

From Zoom auditions to taped submissions, pandemic has made for a big change for actor now studying in UK
of Elmira.

“JD is a force of nature. 
He’s an inmate doing life 
at the Georgia prison. And 
he is a leader of his own 
tough crew who stand out 
from the crowd. What I 
personally found interest-
ing about this character 
was that he was nothing 
like me at all, which I 
liked a lot. It’s the first role 
where I have been able 
to use my athletic abili-
ties, which most people 
in town know me for, the 
athlete. The character is 
gritty, and he has nothing 
to lose, which becomes 
interesting because he’s 
the first person who truly 
makes the attempt to give 
Jack Reacher his first 
challenge. And he does 
this, with no knowledge 

of Jack Reacher’s level of 
skill and history. Let’s just 
say it gets pretty physical 
between the two of us.”

Currently in England, 
studying at the Guildford 
school of Acting, Agada 
filmed the performance 
last year before he headed 
overseas.

“A lot of people working 
on this project put a lot of 
care into it, and I think an 
actor like myself coming 
on to work you want to 
give that same respect to 
what you’re doing.”

The lockdowns haven’t 
been as stringent in UK 
as they are in Ontario, 
so Emeka has been able 
to continue his time at 
Guildford without any 
Zoom classes. He just 
finished his first semes-

ter and is working on the 
end-of-year play.

“Zoom is interesting 
because as actors a lot 
of what we do is connect 
with our fellow actors, so 
in person it’s much easier 
to do that. It’s a little 
artificial to a degree. So, 
when I was on Zoom with 
the showrunner and the 
producer and director, 
I had my laptop setup 
and they’re like ‘OK, we 
want you to spotlight this 
person here and look at 
this thing here. I want you 
to look into the camera,’ 
but you can’t be doing that 
because it doesn’t look 
right, it’s not the same, 
but I’m glad I was still able 
to deliver,” said Agada 
over a Zoom interview. 

Many actors have had 

to audition over the last 
couple years through 
small cameras on their 
laptops or phones due to 
the pandemic, which can 
be difficult as it comes 
with many technical diffi-
culties, noted Agada.

“Most of the auditions 
since April 2020 have 
been self-taped and so 
I think there are some 
pros and cons to that. The 
biggest con is connection 
– you’re not in the same 
space so a lot of time you 
shoot the tape, send it off, 
fingers crossed and you’re 
hoping something goes 
well. Because everything’s 
online you have to be 
exact. You can re-tape it as 
many times as you want, 
but you better send the 
best one.”
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Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

Classifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices: 
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Competitive wages; Benefits and 
Group RRSP after three months.

Email resume to:
debbies.aaaac@gmail.com

NOW HIRING
SHEET METAL & 
REFRIGERATION 

MECHANIC

JOURNEYMEN

APPRENTICES

TENDER CLOSING DATE: MONDAY, FEB. 28, 2022 @ 5pm

LOCATION: 3 km North West of Guelph on Wellington 
Rd. 86, Guelph/Eramosa Township 

VIEWING:  BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please Contact Kurtz 
Auctions Inc. 519-836-0342 OR Kurtzauctionsinc@gmail.com

FARMS FOR SALE BY TENDER
Rare side by side farms 

Kurtz Auctions Inc.

Kurtz Auctions Inc. / Auctioneer: 
Brian S Kurtz (519)836-0342  |  Email: kurtzauctionsinc@gmail.com 

See www.kurtzauctionsinc.ca and https://facebook.com/
brian.kurtz3950 for photos and update on new items.  

183 acres/170 acres workable
Corner Farm
Well kept 2 story century red brick house 
Detached garage, Bank barn & Driving sheds
Fully developed land with lots of potential

104 acres/100 acres workable
Highway frontage
2 story century brick house
Great Cash Crop Farm
With Endless Possibilities

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com or 
call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more information

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an opening for a poultry farm 
manager. If you enjoy working by 

yourself and caring for livestock this 
could be the job for you.

Duties include:
Daily animal care, barn cleanout, 
barn setup and all other required 

tasks on a poultry farm. 
Farm location is 5 minutes west of Elmira. 

Competitive wage.

Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Installer
to join our team. In this position you would be working with 

one of our install teams installing high quality custom kitchens 
and stairs. In this position you would be reporting 

to our  Install manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet install experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic 
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. Thank you.

Millbank Enterprises Inc. has a position 
available for a full-time
Furniture Finisher

Experience preferred but willing to train. Job 
requires spraying finishes & lacquers. Must have 

an eye for detail. Some heavy lifting involved.

Drop in resume: 4044 Line 72, Millbank
or fax: 519-595-7107
or email: mffurn@cyg.net

Only suitable candidates will be interviewed.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Auction

Help Wanted

Ontario Clean Water Agency (OCWA) is looking for an 
experienced Millwright or mechanical trades person.

In this role, you will use your maintenance skills to perform 
predictive, condition based monitoring, preventative 
maintenance, repairs, installations, and perform or 
coordinate equipment overhauls in the operations and 
maintenance of the facilities within the Waterloo Region.

OCWA offers an OPSEU membership with a Benefit Pension 
Plan, Parental Leave top up, a comprehensive Health Plan, 
and Life and Disability Insurance. 

Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Mechanic/Operator 

($26.83 - $29.11/hour)

Apply via 
emailing resume to:  

mbradley@ocwa.com

Help WantedJOB POSTING
Universal Soap Inc. is a small, family 
run, maker of quality bar and liquid 

soaps with strong community roots 
and values. We are looking for a 

reliable and flexible employee who 
is detail oriented to fill the role of 

General Labourer. The ideal candidate 
is willing to work in a variety of roles. 

DUTIES INCLUDE
• Inspecting products for damages 

/imperfections
• Assisting with soap production 

and powder production
• Operating a forklift 
• Making batches of soap
• Other duties as assigned

QUALIFICATIONS
• Possess or be willing to be 

certified as a fork-lift operator
• Ability to lift up to 60 lbs.

HOURS   7:00 am – 3:15 pm 
                   Monday to Friday

REMUNERATION $22.18 to start. 
Benefits start after 3 months

Please send resumes to 
enquiries@universalsoapinc.com

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Word ads 
and rentals 
continue on 

page 19

Help Wanted
NOW HIRING AT 
SCHNURR'S GROCERY 
Store in Linwood. Two 
to Four full days per 
week, closed Sundays. 
Call 519-897-2600.

W YAT T  S T R E E T 
DENTAL CENTRE 
requires a full-time 
Instrument Repro-
cessor. Willing to train 
suitable candidate. 
Please send resume to 
resumes.wyattstreet-
dental@gmail.com

Is Hiring 
Automotive technician or apprentice 

(all levels will be considered)

or email:
northfieldauto@bellnet.ca

We are a busy family oriented automotive service 
shop looking to add to our technical team.

In search of an out going individual to fill automotive 
service technician or apprentice positions.

We offer full training, benefits and pension after a 
probation period. Wages will reflect experience. 

Apply with resume in person to:
661 Colby Dr. Waterloo

To Apply 

519-884-6160
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COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

TUESDAY, February 15th, 2022 at 4:30 P.M.
Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96 take notice 
that the Committee of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will meet for the purpose 
of hearing all persons interested in support of or opposition to any of the following 
applications as described below.
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township 
offices will not be permitted.  Below is information on how you can submit comments, 
view or participate in the meeting.  You may also contact the Committee Secretary by 
sending an email to planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have 
any questions.

APPLICATIONS
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 5/2022 – Lester Weber, 2407 New Jerusalem Road
Zone/ Use:  Agricultural (A) with site specific provisions (Section 26.1.6) / single detached 
dwelling, livestock barn, driving shed and a manufacturing operation
Proposal:  The applicant is requesting an amendment to the site specific zoning provisions 
to increase the maximum total floor area from 1,205 square metres to 2,129 square metres 
to allow for a proposed addition to the existing manufacturing operation.   The property 
is currently developed with approximately 1,210 square metres of building area.  The 
proposed development will be in keeping with the On-Farm Diversified Use regulations.
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 6/2022 – Schlegel Urban Developments Corp., 25 
Benjamin Road

Zone / Use:  Stockyards Industrial / Commercial Area (C-8) with site specific provisions 
(Section 26.1.155) that allows additional commercial uses with special regulations / 
commercial retail - factory outlet mall.

Proposal:  The applicant is proposing to repurpose a portion of an existing factory 
outlet mall building for a micro-brewery (i.e., processing/storage), restaurant, event/
banquet centre and accessory retailing and is therefore requesting relief from the 
following regulations:

1 to reduce the parking space setback adjacent to Farmer’s Market Road from 2.5 
metres to 1 metre (Section 20C.5.9); and

2 to amend the parking rate requirements (Section 6.13.4) for:
• a banquet hall from 1 space per 5 square metres of gross floor area to 1 space per 6 

square metres of gross floor area;
• a restaurant or place for dispensing refreshments to the public from 1 space per 4.5 

square metres of floor area devoted to the public to 1 space per 5.35 square metres 
of floor area devoted to the public; 

• a retail use from 1 space per 18.5 square metres of gross floor area to 1 space per 
20.5 square metres of gross floor area; and 

• an industry and industry storage use from 1 space per 50 square metres and 1 space 
per 500 square metres of gross floor area respectively to zero parking requirements 
as the above rates would capture the required parking for the operation.

 Additionally, the applicant is requesting permission to enter into an off-site parking 
agreement to be registered on title on other lands owned by the applicant that are 
within the C-8 zone to satisfy some or all of the required parking for the operation that 
cannot be provided on the subject property.  Currently, such permission is allowed 
only within Core Commercial (C-1) zones with the Township.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 7/2022 – Schlegel Urban Developments Corp., 75 
Benjamin Road

Zone / Use:  Stockyards Industrial / Commercial Area (C-8) with site specific provisions 
(Section 26.12.155) that allows additional commercial uses with special regulations 
/ vacant land

Proposal:  The applicant is proposing the development of the property with a new 
commercial recreation facility use and associated parking and is requesting relief 
from the following:

• to reduce the required rear yard setback from 7.5 metres to 0 metres (Section 
20C.5.5); and

• to interpret an indoor virtual electric go-kart racing operation as a permitted use 
within the definition of Commercial Recreation in Section 2.23a of the Zoning By-law.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the 
meeting as follows:

• view the Committee of Adjustment livestream on the Woolwich Township YouTube 
channel  at the following link :

     https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ  OR
• participate by registering with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 noon on 

Wednesday February 9th. To register please email planning@woolwich.ca or phone 
519-669-6040.  When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email 
and the application number you would like to comment on.  Once you are registered 
the Committee Secretary will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom 
meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen 
and have the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the 
Committee Secretary (see above information). You will not be required to speak if you do 
not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we 
know which application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time 
to comment if you wish to do so. As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of security 
that is necessary to prevent unwanted guests from disrupting the meeting.  Applicants 
and their consultants will be automatically registered and contacted accordingly by the 
Committee Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS
If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend that 
you do so by:

• submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township office at 24 Church Street 
West, Elmira and placing it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of the building; or

• submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca 
You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6033 to discuss any comments / 
concerns however, this is not considered a formal comment. 
The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications.  All submissions 
must be made no later than 4:30 p.m. on Monday February 7th (Note that this date is 
before the meeting).  Any submissions received will be included in a comment package and 
presented at the meeting.  This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of 
creating a record that is available to the general public at the Committee of Adjustment 
hearing.  Please note that while the Committee may redact some personal information 
such as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made 
public in their entirety.
This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property located 
within 60 metres (200 feet) of the subject properties.  If you wish to be notified of any 
last minute changes to the agenda (i.e. withdrawal of an application) you must contact 
the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to 
planning@woolwich.ca.
NOTICE OF DECISION:  Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will be sent 
to owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people who register for the 
meeting.  If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee of Adjustment in 
respect to this application, you must submit a written request to the Committee Secretary 
or register ahead of the meeting.  This will also entitle you to be advised of a possible Local 
Planning Appeal Tribunal.
APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS:  Anyone in opposition to a 
decision may appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.  The Tribunal may 
dismiss an appeal without holding a hearing if the appellant did not make oral or written 
submissions to the Committee of Adjustment before a decision was given or does not 
provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to make a submission to the Committee.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you should 
you have any questions. Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or  
1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca
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COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Office
With staff working a mix of in office and from home, it is recommended that you use our services 
offered online or phone to book an appointment before visiting the office to ensure we are 
available to assist you.  
The following services can be accessed through our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, 

Trees, Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit
For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or call  
519-669-1647. For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
Township of Recreation facilities will begin reopening to the public as of Monday January 31, 2022. 
All ice, fitness, walking track and recreation programs will resume January 31, 2022.
All aquatic programs, including swim lessons will resume February 7, 2022.
Please note that capacity restrictions and other safety protocols will be in place as regulated by 
the Province of Ontario.

Residents are reminded that as per Ontario Regulation 645/21, all individuals who are 
entering indoor municipal recreation facilities will be required to provide proof of vaccination 
with enhanced certificate with QR code along with ID. 

Exemptions include: 
• Children under 12 years old 
• Individuals with a medical exemption must show provincially issued QR code 

Visitors must continue to Covid pre-screen prior to entering. Participants are asked to pre-
register for all drop-in programs as capacities are limited. 
We ask for your patience & understanding as our Recreation staff work to re-open implement 
these new procedures to keep our patrons, volunteers & staff safe.

Local Business Resources
In response to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Township’s Economic Development and 
Tourism department continues to support local businesses access Federal and Provincial 
financial aids.

• Order your FREE supply of masks online at:
     https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-Mask-Request; 
• Ontario Staycation Tax Credit – get back up to 20% Ontario accommodation expenses in 2022;
• Qualifying CEBA loan forgiveness is being extended from December 31, 2022, to December 

31, 2023;
• Ontario Business Costs Rebate Program and Small Business Grants reopened on January 18;
• For mental health support, contact Woolwich Counselling Centre at 519-669-8651 or email 

at info@woolwichcounselling.org.
Visit www.shoplocalwoolwich.ca to buy gift cards and to list your business!  
For more information about government programs and other business supports call  
519-669-6020 or email: EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

Public Health Information
All our vaccination clinics are open for appointments!
To book an appointment or find a walk-in location, visit: regionofwaterloo.ca/GetVaccinated

3865 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-7575

VILLAGE
HOME
HARDWARE

www.homehardware.ca

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across Canada. 
Because it’s something we can do today to help 
others wake up healthier tomorrow.

The Next Linwood Clinic:  
at Linwood Community Centre
Friday, February 4, 2022
4 – 8 pm 

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter

1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

Stratford  
500 Wright Blvd
519-271-2111 or 
1-877-699-0601

Listowel
515 Maitland Ave. S
519-291-3276 

Visit southwestvets.ca

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing. 

 ↆ L I N W O O D  B L O O D  D O N O R

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

O R D I N A R Y
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 ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions 

Pest control with 
residual built in 

Serving KW and 
surrounding area

Thorncreek Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest 
Management 

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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Thank you!
We would like to Thank 

Our Friends, Neighbors and 
Community for their support 

these past few weeks! 

Words cannot express how 
much we appreciate all of 

the love and support we have 
received and will spend the 

rest of our lives committed to 
paying it forward. 

Sincerely,  
Virg, Angela and Lucas

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Cadeau, Jeffrey
Passed away peacefully at St. Joseph’s 
Health Centre, Guelph at the age of 
62 years. Cherished son of Don and 
Eileen of Coldwater. Dear father of 
Ryan and Sarah of Elmira, Trevor 
and Shannon of Wiarton, Nathan and 
Janet of Elmira, and Kyle of Elmira. 
Loving grandfather of Teagan and 
Keira; Ayden, Kaylee and James; 
Philip and Claira. Brother of Rick 
and Bernadette, Mary and Mike 
Holden, Murray and Sandi, Bill 
and Robin, Blair and Marcella, Bob 
and Cathy. Will be missed by many 
friends, nieces, nephews and their 
families. Cremation has taken place. 
A celebration of life will take place at 
a later date. The boys wish to thank 
the incredible care team that provided 
exceptional care to Jeff in his home. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations 
to ALS Society of Canada would be 
appreciated and can be made through 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Thank you

Martin, Harvey M.
Passed away peacefully at his home, 
RR 1, Elmira on Thursday, January 
20, 2022 in his 91st year. Husband of 
the late Velina (Weber) Martin (2018). 
Father of Lester and Martha Martin, 
Maurice and Susannah Martin all 
of RR 6, Mount Forest; Naomi and 
Paul Martin, Ruth and Floyd Martin 
all of RR 3, Mount Forest; Robert 
and Lena Martin of RR 6, Mount 
Forest; Emma and Willard Martin of 
Holstein; Phares and Mary Martin 
of RR 5, Mount Forest; and Paul and 
Shirley Martin of RR 1, Elmira. Also 
survived by 47 grandchildren and 
71 great-grandchildren. Brother of 
Minerva and John Horst, Salema 
Martin, Amsey and Annie Martin, 
Alice and Aden Horst, Elsie and Amsey 
Weber. Brother-in-law of Florence 
Martin. Predeceased by his parents 
Ibra and Malinda Martin, one brother, 
one sister, two brothers-in-law, one 
grandchild and one great-grandchild. 
Friends called at the home of Paul and 
Shirley Martin, 1255 Jesse Place, RR 1, 
Elmira on Saturday, January 22, 2022 
from 1 – 5 p.m. and on Sunday, January 
23, 2022 from 2 – 6 p.m. A family 
service was held at the home at 9 a.m. 
on Monday, January 24, 2022 then to 
North Woolwich Mennonite Meeting 
House for burial and public service.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Sauder, Ivan B.
Passed away peacefully at his home 
RR 1, Waterloo on Friday, January 21, 
2022 at the age of 94 years. Husband 
of the late Melinda (Martin) Sauder 
(2016). Father of Elam and Rebecca of 
RR 2, Teeswater, Allen and Hannah, 
Harvey, Nancy Sauder all of RR 1, 
Waterloo, Lucinda and Alvin Martin 
of Gladstone, MB, Edwin and Velina 
of RR 1, Waterloo. Also survived 
by 24 grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren. Brother of Aden and 
Lucinda Sauder, and brother-in-law of 
Louida (Mrs. Cleason) Sauder, Selina 
and Simon Martin, Ephraim and Annie 
Martin, Ammon and Sarah Martin, 
Oziah and Emma Martin, Joseph 
and Ada Martin, Valina (Mrs. Sidney) 
Martin, and Minerva (Mrs. David) 
Martin. Predeceased by his parents 
Henry and Lydia Sauder, a stillborn 
son, daughter Lydia (2001), daughter-
in-law Selinda (Bauman),brother 
Cleason, sister Salome and Elam 
Martin, brothers-in-law Levi and 
Adeline Frey, Seranus and Sarah 
Weber, Urias and Lucinda Martin, 
Sidney Martin, David Martin, and 
sisters-in-law Annie Martin, Velina 
Martin and Erma Martin. Viewing was 
held from 2-6 p.m. on Sunday, January 
23, 2022 and from 1-5 p.m. on Monday, 
January 24, 2022 at the home of Harvey 
Sauder, 1175 New Jerusalem Road, 
Waterloo. A family service took place 
at the home on Tuesday, January 25, 
2022 then to Winterbourne Mennonite 
Meeting House for burial and further 
service. Arrangements entrusted to 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Obituary

In Memory of 

Bob Lichty
Time slips by and life goes on,

But from our hearts you’re never gone.
We think about you always, 

We talk about you too,
We have so many memories,
But we wish we still had you. 

March 10, 1953 – January 28, 2020

Love,  
Sherry, Erika, Joh, Dakota, 

Makenna, Kiera, Delaney, Chris, 
Tammy and Liam

 ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

WHAT IS YOUR HOME WORTH? CALL US 
FOR A COMPLIMENTARY HOME EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

30 Tanager St., Elmira  MLS

SOLD

In Memoriam

VACANCY
 CAMEO COURT APARTMENTS

30 Church St. W., ELMIRA

Rare premium Downtown Elmira  
• One spacious Single Bedroom
Open-layout Apartment AVAILABLE in 
modern Apartment Building complete 
with Elevator, Main-floor Common 
Room, individual Central Heating/Air 
Conditioning in each Apt., as well as 5 
appliances  (Washer/Dryer in each Apt.)

“A Nice Place to Call Home”

CONTACT:
(519) 525-2222 or (226) 989-4627 (After 4PM)

OR:   evans@hurontel.on.ca

For Rent

Word ads and 
rentals cont. 
from page 15

LANTZ, ELMER JOHN - Passed away peacefully in his sleep on Wednesday, January 19, 
2022 at St. Mary's Hospital in Kitchener.

ZINGER, MARJORIE RN - Passed away peacefully, at home on Friday, January 21, 2022, at 
the age 86.

Death Notices

In Loving Memory of 

Dave Koebel 

We cannot believe that it’s been a 
whole year since you have been gone. 

Words cannot describe how much 
we have missed seeing your smile, 

hearing your voice and especially that 
laugh. We miss your sense of humour 

and the love you gave to us all.

We miss all our family get togethers 
and trips we would take and all the 

treasures you made for us. 

We are all grateful for our memories 
we had with you. This year has been so 
hard without you, we had no idea how 

much we would miss our husband,  
dad and papa every single moment of 

each day. Until we see you again. 

October 18, 1957 - January 24, 2021

Love you to heaven and back. 
-Dawn, Steph, Mike, Zach, Shan, Brad, 

Brooklyn and Hudson

Work Wanted
LOOKING FOR WORK EVERY 
SECOND WEEKEND. DEPEND-
able, conscientious, hardwork-
ing. Text or call Joel at (519) 
496-3359.

For Sale
2 SEAT CUTTER FOR SALE. 
NEEDS SOME WORK. BEST 
offer. 519-741-6567.

Farm Services
BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS AGRI-
CULTURAL SPRAY LIME, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- AT COMPETITIVE PRICING. 
Call George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - ICE SALT 
COMES IN 20KG, ICE MELT 
comes in 20kg bags. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING DELIVERED BY 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

15,000 Observers are delivered to homes 
in Woolwich, Wellesley and Waterloo.  
Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 to find out how 
your business can book space.

Rentals
T WO  B E D R O O M 
APARTMENT AVAIL-
able close to down-
town Elmira.Cal l 
226-600-0135.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-
7539 or email ron.
spncr@gmail.com

Personals
NOVENA MAY THE 
SACRED HEART OF 
Jesus be adored, 
glorified, loved and 
preserved throughout 
the world, now and 
forever amen. Sacred 
heart of Jesus pray for 
us. St. Jude helper of 
the hopeless, pray for 
us. St. Jude worker of 
miracles, pray for us. 
LML
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living Here United Way Waterloo Region Communities 
(UWWRC) distributed $871,971 to 59 local 
agencies and programs through the General 
Community Fund for this quarter, the organi-
zation announced last week. The total funds 
requested during this application period was 
over $1.7 million.

The federal government announced an 
additional $14 million  for the Immuniza-
tion Partnership Fund (IPF) for projects that 
address misinformation about COVID-19 and 
the vaccines used to protect against it. The 
funding includes $500,000 for the University 
of Waterloo for Connect, Collaborate and 
Tailor (CCT): Co-Designing Multimedia Tools 
for COVID-19 Vaccinations and Beyond.

United Way funding Feds fund UW program

Hobo Haven Pet Rescue founder Chris Shaefer holds Jazira after the pooch's recent surgery.  Justine Fraser

Local shelter among beneficiaries 
of Betty White challenge

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

IN JUST ONE DAY, 
HOBO Haven Pet Rescue 
collected enough dona-
tions to cover the cost of 
two major surgeries for 
dogs in their care. The 
group was a beneficiary of 
the Betty White challenge, 
which saw funds pour in 
worldwide to numerous 
animal shelters on Janu-
ary 17, which would have 
been her 100th birthday.

The actor and animal 
lover died December 31. 
After her death, a social 
media campaign spread 
quickly, resulting in 
donations to animal-care 
groups worldwide. The 

Ontario SPCA & Humane 
Society, for instance, 
received more than 
$120,000.

In the case of Hobo 
Haven, some $8,500 was 
donated, money that will 
help many animals get the 
care they need, said group 
founder Chris Schaefer, 
who noted donations tend 
to slow down in January.

“Mind-blowing gener-
osity and the volume of 
people that rallied. We had 
donations from all across 
Ontario. We had dona-
tions from the US. That’s 
unheard of – in almost 
20 years of doing rescue, 
I’ve never experienced 
that. Seeing everyone, in 
Betty’s name, just step up 

and emulate her caring 
was just humbling. I hope 
she could see what was 
happening. I can’t think 
of a word, other than 
humbling,” she said.

“The whole day my 
email was like a tickertape 
of $5 here, $10 there, $20 
dollars here – some people 
did $100 in honour of her 
100th birthday. I still don’t 
have words for it. Espe-
cially for January, it’s just 
been heart-warming.”

The Humane Society 
of Kitchener Waterloo & 
Stratford Perth reported 
more than $30,000 in 
donations from the Betty 
White challenge.

“I think this has given 
society a really good exam- → SUPPORT 23

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I am 
in my mid-30s and a mom 
of twins, and it seems that 
I recently developed what 
must be an overactive 
bladder. It hinders my 
daily activities and makes 
me feel embarrassed, as I 
often must excuse myself 
abruptly. I wake up mul-
tiple times at night, too. 
Sometimes I also seem to 
leak urine. Are these condi-
tions common for women 
my age, and what can I do 
to make them more man-
ageable?

ANSWER: An overactive 
bladder causes a sudden 
urge to urinate. The condi-
tion is common. It affects 
both men and women, 
although women are more 
susceptible because of 
pregnancy, childbirth and 
menopause.

With a healthy bladder, 
the brain signals that 
the bladder is getting 
full. When you get to a 
bathroom, your bladder 
muscles contract and force 
urine out of the bladder. 
Overactive bladder can 
result from the nerve 
signals between the blad-
der and the brain not func-
tioning properly. People 
with overactive bladders 
frequently feel a sudden 
urge to urinate.

In general, the risk 
for overactive bladder 
increases with age. Several 
conditions can contribute 
to signs and symptoms 
of overactive bladder, 
including:

 �   Neurological 
disorders, such as 
stroke and multi-
ple sclerosis.

 � Diabetes.
 � Urinary tract 

infections that can 
cause symptoms 

similar to those of an 
overactive bladder.

 � Hormonal changes 
during meno-
pause in women.

 � Abnormalities 
in the bladder, 
such as tumors or 
bladder stones.

 � Factors that obstruct 
bladder outflow, such 
as enlarged pros-
tate, constipation or 
previous operations 
to treat other forms 
of incontinence.

Sometimes medications, 
excess caffeine and incom-
plete bladder emptying 
can contribute to overac-
tive bladder issues.

A bladder function test 
may be necessary to assess 
how your bladder is work-
ing and rule out any other 
issues. This test typically 
measures how much urine 
is left in your bladder after 
you urinate and your urine 
flow rate, and tests the 
pressure in your bladder.

The good news is that 
there are a variety of 
treatments for managing 
overactive bladder. A 
combination of treatment 
strategies may be the 
best approach to relieve 
overactive bladder symp-
toms. Depending on your 
situation, options can 
include simple behavioral 
modifications, physical 
therapy, oral medications 
or outpatient procedures. 
It is important to discuss 
your situation with your 
gynecologist or other 
health care provider who 
can refer you to a specialist 
to learn more about treat-

Dealing with an 
overactive bladder

→ MAYO CLINIC 23

Viral campaign sees global outpouring of support for animal-care groups
ple of what a difference 
they can make because a 
lot of people say it’s not 
much. A dollar is a lot. You 
multiply that by 10 people 
that are doing that times 
10 and you’ve got first 
vaccines and a checkup 
covered. There’s always 
food and supplies and 
the gas running around 
for everything. There’s 
a lot of medication we 
spend a lot of money on,” 
said Schaefer.“That’s the 
difference that one dollar 
makes, when everybody 
joins together as a village 
to support the dogs. It’s 
amazing.”

For Hobo Haven Pet 
Rescue, the $8,500 came 

 ▢ The Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

Peace of Mind Promised
Every time your vehicle is in our shop we  

do a complimentary inspection.
When we have your vehicle in our shop, the technician will make note of any 
concerns that need attention this visit or prepare you for what to expect at 
future visits. Your personal service advisor will provide you with any of these 
quotes that are recommended. We also track your vehicle’s maintenance 
schedule every visit, making sure you are meeting warranty standards.

This is one of our ways we can promise you peace of mind 
as you drive away from your appointment.
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 ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

 ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

An interesting spin on 
roasted potatoes

In this recipe, salt does 
double duty: Not only 

does it give the potatoes 
their salty taste, but it also 
gives them their creamy 
texture.

There's a lot more salt 
dissolved in the super-
salty boiling water than 
there is in the raw pota-
toes. So, as the spuds cook, 
some of that dissolved salt 
moves from the water into 
the potatoes, seasoning 
them all the way through. 
(Thanks, diffusion!)

The salt also breaks 
down pectin in the pota-

toes (pectin is like a glue 
that holds the potatoes' 
cells together). As the 
pectin breaks down, the 
cells inside the potatoes 
start to separate. At the 
same time, lots of tiny 
starch granules in the 
potatoes' cells absorb 
water and swell up (think: 
teeny sponges), giving 
the potato a creamy (and 
smashable!) texture.

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Salt-and-Vinegar Smashed Potatoes
 ▢ 2 quarts water

 ▢ 1 1/4 cups salt

 ▢ 2 pounds small red 
potatoes

 ▢ Vegetable oil spray

 ▢ 1/4 cup extra-virgin 
olive oil

 ▢ 3 tablespoons malt 
vinegar

 ▢ 1/4 teaspoon pepper

1. Adjust oven rack 
to the upper-middle 
position and heat oven 
to 450 degrees. Set a 
cooling rack inside one 
rimmed baking sheet.

2. Add water to a large 
pot and bring to boil 
over medium-high 
heat. Add salt to water 
and stir with slotted 
spoon until dissolved. 
Add potatoes to pot. 
Cook potatoes until 
very tender and a 
paring knife slips in 
and out easily, 20 
to 30 minutes.

3. Use a slotted spoon 
to transfer potatoes 
to the cooling rack set 
in the baking sheet. 
Let potatoes sit to dry 
out for 10 minutes.

4.  Meanwhile, spray 
a second rimmed 
baking sheet with 
vegetable oil spray. 
Use a pastry brush to 
evenly coat the baking 
sheet with olive oil.

5. When potatoes are 
dry, transfer potatoes 
to the oiled baking 
sheet. Use a 1-cup 
dry measuring cup 
to press down on 
each potato to flatten 
until 1/2-inch thick.

6. Use a clean pastry 
brush to paint pota-
toes with half of the 
vinegar. Sprinkle 
potatoes with pepper.

7. Roast until potatoes 
are well browned and 
crisp, 30 to 35 minutes. 
Transfer baking sheet 
to cooling rack. Use 
a pastry brush to 
carefully paint pota-
toes with the remaining 
vinegar. Serve. 
 
Recipe notes: Use 
small red potatoes, 
measuring 1 to 2 inches 
in diameter. If you 
prefer to use kosher 
salt, you will need 1 
3/4 cups of Morton 
kosher salt or 2 1/2 cups 
of Diamond Crystal.

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 29
 ▢ Elmira Legion's Take Out Spaghetti Dinner. Pick up 

from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Menu: Spaghetti with meat 
sauce, caesar salad, roll, dessert. $13 per person.  
Order in advance call Donna Vervoort 519-669-5894.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11
 ▢ Elmira Legion Sausage Dinner. Serving  from 5 p.m. 

to 6 p.m. Sausage dinner with mashed potatoes, 
vegetables, roll and desert. $15 per person, takeout 
only. To order call Donna at 519-669-5894 before 
February 9.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT 
FUND: RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL 
NEEDS DUE TO COVID-19

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide 
for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an applica-
tion process are in place, it should be noted 
that in unique, complex, crisis and acute 
circumstances funds may be provided at the 
discretion of the Fund Review Committee, 
assuming the core criteria of the fund are met.

Additional information:
Access to the Fund is available by contacting:

 � Community Care Concepts of Wool-
wich, Wellesley and Wilmot

 � Woolwich Community Services
 � Woolwich Counseling Centre
 � Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, Wool-

wich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.
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ACROSS
1. Worthless idea
4. Long, long time
8. Fungal spore sacs
12. Acclaim
13. Kind of rock
14. “Crazy” bird
15. Hidden for ambush
16. Push back
18. No forethought
20. It takes two
21. Most common 

Kadai language
22. Public transit
23. Prison boss
24. Logical outcome
26. Light grey-like
28. A sense
29. Backs
30. Spicy food
31. Brit. slang. to 

sleepover
32. Off-the-cuff
35. Clothing brand
38. Character acting
39. Lots
43. Alias
44. End of career 

abbrev.
45. Academy member
46. Ready for takeoff
48. International 

Labour Org acro.
49. School Assoc.

50. Winged
51. Flex brim 

chapeau (2)
54. Breakaway
56. Laugh-a-

minute folks
57. Unglazed 

cooking pot

58. Against
59. Rounded hairdo
60. Onion relative
61. Fashionable
62. Pie plate

DOWN
1. 18c instrumental suite

2. Assistant
3. Lead poisoning
4. Big dos
5. Attendee
6. or ___!
7. Winter activity
8. Lord’s table
9. No-goodnik

10. Rice gruel
11. Monotonous chants
12. Hydrocarbon 

in gasoline
15. Fizzle, with “out”
17. “Don’t go!”
19. Afghan coin
23. Beat to a froth
25. “Mi chiamano 

Mimi,” e.g.
26. “Get ___ of 

yourself!”
27. “___ here”
30. Bring (out)
31. Face-off
33. Hunted
34. Rule by priest
35. “The Mikado” prop
36. Tiny Tim’s 

instrument
37. Hand holder
40. Swiss mountain 

horn
41. Eye site
42. Belts
44. Beams
45. Bird ___
47. Cause, as havoc
48. Charged, in a way
51. Hyperbolic function
52. French novelist 

Pierre
53. LP player
55. Amniotic ___

Sodoku EASY

Sodoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordFind-A-Word THEME: BIRDS

ACROSS
1. Heated vapours
7. One-year 

old lamb
8. Asian wild sheep
9. Evil supernatural 

being
10. Laundry mishap

DOWN
1. Type of fish
2. Jewish law
3. An island in 

Greenland
4. Early Buddhist 

texts
5. Fruit with rind
6. Offensive odour

Word of the Week

ACCENTOR
ANI
AUK
AVOCET
COOT
CRANE
DOVE

EIDER
EMU
GUAN
HAWK
IBIS
IFRIT
IIWI

JAY
KAGU
KEA
KIOEA
KITE
KOEL
LARK

LOON
LORY
MONAL
OLOMAO
OU
PICULET
RAIL

SKUA
SMEW
SORA
STINT
STORK
TAWNY 
OWL

TEAL
TIT
TODY
TUI
WEKA
WREN
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NON SEQUITUR 
is a statement that either does not logi-
cally follow from or is not clearly related 

to what was previously said.

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

Together, we are Canada's Lifeline
Blood donors needed

Linwood Community Centre, 5279 Ament Line
Friday, February 4th. 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

 
Appointments are encouraged. Call 1-888-236-6283. Or visit www.blood.ca
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ment options.
The urgency associated 

with an overactive bladder 
can be difficult to stop 
and can lead to episodes 
of involuntary loss of 
urine. This is known as 
urge incontinence, which 
may be the leaking you are 
experiencing. 

Overactive bladder can 
cause urgency, even when 
the bladder is not full. The 
muscles of the bladder 
start to contract invol-
untarily, even when the 
volume of urine in your 
bladder is low. This creates 
the urgent sensation to 
void your bladder. Some-
times the muscle contrac-
tions occur too quickly 

and can cause you to pass 
urine, causing leakage.

It is important to note 
that women who have an 
overactive bladder also 
may have a disorder called 
mixed incontinence, 
when both urgency and 
stress incontinence occur. 
Stress incontinence is the 
unintentional loss of urine 
prompted by physical 
movement or activity that 
puts pressure on your 
bladder, such as cough-
ing, sneezing, laughing 
or exercising. Depending 
on when you experience 
urine leaks, this may be 
the cause.

Talking with your 
gynecologist or health care 
provider about the details 

 ▢ Woolwich 
Counselling 
Centre

It’s the start of a new year, 
and for many of us, that 

means making new year 
resolutions.

Whether it’s around 
fitness, eating better, 
saving money, or achiev-
ing a professional goal, 
most can attest that while 
we start off with good 
intentions, we often do not 
reach the finish line.

But this needn’t be the 
case.

You can achieve your 
goals by following a 
process that enables you 
to visualize what you want 
and gives you strategies to 
make it a reality. 

A goal is the end toward 
which effort is directed. 
There are two kinds of 
goals. An ultimate goal 
takes more than one step 
to achieve. An immedi-
ate goal can be done in a 
single, small step.

When we think about 
goals, we often think of 
ultimate goals. We are 
used to setting our goals 
out of reach. Failure can 
then sap confidence and 
motivation.

For example, if your goal 
was to complete a 5K run, 
for most of us, getting out 
of bed and attempting it 
on the day of the run will 
lead to failure or injury. 
Instead, if we were to train 
for a period time, change 
diet, undergo a medical 
checkup, and build up 
stamina and strength, 

Set – and achieve – 
your New Year’s goals

we are likely to succeed. 
Setting small but achiev-
able goals, such as walk-
ing one kilometre first, 
and then adding more 
distance over time, would 
create a long string of goal 
successes.

Not knowing where to 
start or having no interest 
or energy are common 
challenges in goal setting. 
Shrinking goals to match 
motivation levels can 
lead to progress. Set goals 
based on your current 
level of ability – you do not 
have to match your usual 
standards, at least for now. 
Remember, success—even 
when it’s small—builds 
motivation. 

When you are moti-
vated, you are more likely 
to achieve your goal. Goals 
that meet certain criteria 
are more likely to motivate 
you to completion.

For example, your goal 
must be important enough 
that you want to make a 
commitment to seeing it 
through. You should be 
confident that the goal 
is achievable. The goal 
should be challenging and 
mentally stimulating. And 
finally, you need to be able 
to see results.

Make your immediate 
goals S.M.A.R.T. (Specific, 

My Own, Action-Oriented, 
Realistic, Timely).

Specific: Define exactly 
how you are going to 
carry out your task. If you 
decided to run, this could 
include knowing where 
you will go (community 
centre, gym, home tread-
mill), how you would get 
there, whether you have 
required running gear etc.

My Own: Your goal is 
something you want to 
do – it should not depend 
on someone else’s cooper-
ation.

Action-Oriented: Imme-
diate goals should be to 
do something, not feel or 
think a certain way. It’s 
about action, not emotion.

Realistic: Decide in 
advance what you will 
call a success. Choose a 
finish line you know you 
can reach. If you’re not 
confident that your goal 
is achievable, make it 
smaller.

Timely: Include a time 
frame for goal completion. 

Setting and achieving 
goals can ultimately be so 
rewarding for your physi-
cal, emotional, and mental 
health. Get started today!

 ↆ This article is brought to 
you by Woolwich Counselling 
Centre. This nonprofit counselling 
agency creates awareness and 
provides education to promote 
emotional and mental wellness for 
individuals, families, businesses, 
and others in Woolwich and 
Wellesley. Check out their 
upcoming small group therapy 
sessions and workshops at  
www.woolwichcounselling.org.

can help determine if your 
leaking is related to over-
active bladder urgency or 
stress incontinence.

Although overactive 
bladder and urinary 
leaking can be disruptive, 
maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle, including 
regular physical activity 
and exercise with core 
strengthening, is import-
ant. Also, although it may 
seem counterintuitive, 
drinking plenty of water 
is important, so that your 
body and muscles func-
tion regularly. You also can 
ease overactive bladder 
symptoms by limiting 
consumption of caffeine 
and alcohol, and quitting 
smoking.

MAYO CLINIC: There are steps that can help 

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca
Erv Wiens Preaching

9:30 am

Celebrating God’s Call 
Recognizing Jonathan Brubacher’s 

transition to Lead Pastor

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

 ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 
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in through website dona-
tions and some cash dona-
tions at Creature Comfort 
in St. Jacobs. That sum 
was enough to cover two 
hefty surgery bills for two 
dogs in Hobo Haven’s care. 
Saint Bernard Gomez’s 
dental bill of $5,765 was 
paid for, as was the $3,000 
hip surgery for a terrier 
named Jazira. Gomez is 
now available for adop-
tion. Jazira will be avail-
able after some rehab. 

“Gomez had $5,600 
dental. He came in with 
teeth sheared off right to 
the pulp, so he had to go 
to a specialist, and it was 
a long, long surgery for 
that guy. A random last 
donation came in and 
both their bills are totally 
paid. It’s just phenomenal 
because we are a medical 
rescue, so we have a lot of 
vet bills and we don’t ever 
say no – we figure it out,” 
said Schaefer.

“Jazira is now starting 
rehab with a rehab facility 
here in Kitchener and 
that will be another bill 
for her, but it’s all part of 
proper recovery. We don’t 
just do the surgery and say 
‘ok you’re good now;’ we 
have to do proper rehab. 
Gomez just went for his 
follow-up dental check-up, 

and he is four paws up: 
100 per cent healed and 
doing amazing. He’s a 
Saint Bernard, so it’s an 
extensive surgery. But he’s 
100 per cent, he’s eating 
better, he’s starting to gain 
weight. He really needed 
[surgery] because that 
painful mouth is healed 
now,” she said.

“Seeing the change 
in them makes it 
all worthwhile. 
Just seeing how 
happy they are 
and healthy, 
pain-free.”

Once the 
rehab gives 
the one-year-
old terrier 
named Jazira 
the all-clear, 
she is going to be 
available for adoption. 
Nine-year-old Gomez is 
available now for adoption 
to the right home. Both 
dogs’ information can 
be found online at www.
hobohavenrescue.ca. 

“Every dog is a unique 
individual. We spend a lot 
of time finding the right 
home,” noted Schaefer. 

Hobo Haven is currently 
looking for foster homes to 
help them care for animals 
waiting for surgeries or 
other medical issues to be 
addressed. Anyone look-

ing to apply can find the 
form on their website. 

“It truly takes a village, 
and Betty White chal-
lenge day was just a 
record-breaking day for all 
the rescues and shelters 
and the animals. It all goes 
towards the animals. 

“There are 
shelters 

that 

are 
over-

run and 
don’t have the funds for 
medical so by paying 
it forward we can take 
in another medical dog 
because we have these 
bills paid off. We would 
take hundreds if we could, 
but we don’t have a shel-
ter, and quality care is our 
number-one (priority). 
So many get turned away 
from lack of fosters. If we 
don’t have anywhere to 
put them, we can’t help 
them.”

SUPPORT: Flood of donations a welcome surprise

→ FROM 20
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or understand and can 
regulate the amount of 
salt being put down on the 
roads. Unfortunately, in 
the parking lots, there’s 
less ability to do that. 
Because they’re main-
tained by private operators 
servicing that business or 
that institution that wants 
the parking lots main-
tained to protect the safety 
of the workers and people 
coming onto their prop-
erties, that technology is 
just not at the same level 
and is not seen as viable 
for mitigating the liability 
of not putting salt on the 
ground. So, in the private 
sector, we see a lot of a lot 
of over-application.”

With municipalities 
not wanting to assume 
liabilities themselves, 
Hodgins said they are 
reluctant to set a guideline 
for how much salt to apply 
in private sectors.

“We have one tool that 
we can use under the 
Clean Water Act – we can 
require salt management 
plans and risk manage-
ment plans for companies 
close to our supply wells. 

We can require them to use 
certified contractors and 
can put some measures 
in place. But we can’t 
specify specifically how 
much salt to apply down 
because otherwise we start 
to assume some of the 
liability.”

Residents have their 
part to play in avoiding 
over-salting driveways 
and sidewalks nearby, a 
quarter of a cup of salt 
for a slab of sidewalk will 
do. Clearing all the snow 
away before applying as 
well as letting the salt melt 
before applying more is 
also a good practice, said 
Hodgins. Alternatives like 
sand can also help with 
keeping groundwater 
clean.

“You have to get rid of 
the snow because you 
really need to get down 
to that bare level and 
then you can use just that 
minimal amount of salt, 
which would be about a 
quarter cup per slab of 
concrete sidewalk and that 
will be enough to break the 
bond of the ice that may be 
forming on that surface. 
The way salt works is, 

it’s not the rock crystals 
themselves that cause the 
melting, the rock has to 
melt in the form of liquid 
and then that is what gets 
underneath that ice bond 
and the bond on the side-
walk or the road.”

When the weather 
hits minus-10 or below, 
salt often won’t melt or 
dissolve anymore. Resi-
dents can use sand to 
help when this happens. 
Many cities avoid using 
sand because it creates a 
dust that effects people’s 
breathing; a small amount 
for sidewalks won’t do the 
same, noted Hodgins. 

“It’s unfortunate that 
there’s very little that 
we can do to actually 
change the current trends 
because the liability 
hurdle prevents us from 
being able to start telling 
people how to put the salt 
down. All we can do is sort 
of work around the edges 
with these best-manage-
ment practices. Some 
are willing to implement 
those,” he said. “It’s not a 
health concern with it. It’s 
specifically just that taste 
issue.”

De-icing salt on roads and sidewalks can make its way into the groundwater. Justine Fraser

GROUNDWATER: Region has few levers to pull in 
attempts to reduce the amount of de-icing salt we use

→FROM 3


