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WELLESLEY RESIDENTS 
ARE LOOKING AT a 5.2 
per cent increase on the 
township portion of their 
property tax bills as coun-
cil this week approved the 
budget for 2022. That will 
add $54.97 to the average 
charge, based on a home 
with an assessed value of 
$383,000.

The increase represents 
an increase of 2.72 per cent 
for service-level increases, 
1.97 per cent for a general 
levy increase, and 0.5 per 
cent for a special greening 
levy.

The budget was passed 

Wellesley Twp. 
homeowners  
will see  5.2% tax 
increase this year
Council approved 2022 budget Tuesday

→ BUDGET 3Alexa Bauman, 8, takes advantage of the recent snow cover to slide down the hill Tuesday at Elmira’s Bolender Park. Justine Fraser

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

AREA HOSPITALS THAT 
HAD BEEN trying to deal 
with the backlog of surger-
ies, testing and other 
non-pandemic-related 
cases are in the midst of a 
setback. As of this week, 
such procedures are on 

hold again.
The spike in COVID-19 

cases over the last few 
weeks saw Ontario Health 
advise hospitals to proceed 
only with the likes of emer-
gency and cancer care 
surgical procedures for at 
least a couple of weeks. 
All local hospitals will 
be temporarily delaying 

non-urgent procedures 
following this directive to 
help slow the spread many 
hospitals are currently 
seeing amongst their own 
staff.

“We know this will be 
difficult news for patients 
that are waiting for their 
surgery, and for our own 
team members. As we 

start to see COVID-19 
cases rise in the commu-
nity and across our own 
team members, we need 
to take steps to ensure we 
can dedicate available 
resources to continue 
providing urgent care 
to those in need,” said 
Bonnie Camm, executive 
vp of patient care services → DELAYS 3

Overwhelmed hospitals delay non-urgent procedures yet again
at Grand River Hospital, in 
a release.

Until at least January 17, 
all hospitals – including 
Grand River Hospital, St. 
Mary’s General Hospi-
tal, Cambridge Memo-
rial Hospital, Guelph 
General Hospital and 
North Wellington Health 
Care – will be delaying 

non-urgent procedures, 
maintaining emergency 
department services. 

Hospital staff have been 
working on the frontlines 
against COVID for almost 
two years. Many are now 
starting to get sick them-
selves as the Omicron 
variant spreads quickly 

at Tuesday night’s coun-
cil session, with no one 
registering to speak at the 
public meeting.

Operating expenditures 
are currently pegged 
at $9,180,718, up 6.7 per 
cent from the $8,601,399 
budgeted for in 2021. 
Increased costs are being 
led by a couple of new 
hires from the recently 
completed organizational 
review. A higher-than-ex-
pected inflation rate is also 
part of the equation, says 
the township’s mayor.

“Just the increase or 
the projected increase 
on gasoline for all our 
vehicles, that was almost 



2  |  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, January 6, 2022

215 Lexington Rd, Waterloo   519-501-1131   INFO@HYGATELIVING.COM

 WWW.HYGATELIVING.COM

Wishing You the

Happiest of New Year’s!

on Lexington

Kitchener-Waterloo’s newest, full-service retirement residence, 
specializing in excellent meals and a lifestyle created for today’s senior!

Call today about our limited-time Move-In Special!



AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

THE OBSERVER | Thursday, January 6, 2022 | 3 
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It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
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Page Three Following a request from residents of Chart-
well Elmira and the township, the region has 
agreed to install traffic lights at the intersec-
tion of Church Street and Snyder Avenue. 
The region will also remove the pedestrian 
island west of the intersection. Temporary 
signals will be installed this year ahead of 
road work planned for 2025.

Wellesley councillors upped the ante this 
week, “adamantly” demanding the region 
install rumble strips on Ament Line, at the 
intersection of Herrgott Road. Regional offi-
cials turned down a request of consideration 
last month, opting instead for increased 
signage and other smaller-scale measures. 
From the Jan. 7, 2006 edition of The Observer

Request nets new lights From the archives
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Province imposes new restrictions as COVID cases spike
Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

NOBODY ASKED FOR AN 
EASILY transmissible new 
COVID variant for Christ-
mas. Likewise for a return 
to lockdown conditions. 
But that’s what Ontari-
ans got, as the Omicron 
strain of the virus saw a 
massive spike in cases that 
prompted the government 
to impose new restrictions.

On December 1, the 
province saw 780 new 
cases of COVID-19. By 
month’s end, that number 
was 16,713. Another 194 
people died in that span.

That was enough for the 
province to roll back its 
reopening plan.

“Omicron case counts 
are rising exponentially 
across the province. We 
face a tsunami of new 
cases in the days and 
weeks ahead. As we do, 
virtually everyone in this 

province will know some-
one who has been exposed 
to this virus. Omicron isn’t 
like the other variants 
– it’s much, much more 
transmissible, so the math 
isn’t on our side,” Ontario 
Premier Doug Ford  said 
Monday in announcing 
new restrictions.

“Based on the current 
trends, our public health 
experts say we could see 
hundreds of thousands 
of cases every single day. 
Over the past few days, 
we have started to see an 
alarming number of new 
hospital transmissions, 
now with triple-digit 
admissions into hospitals 
every single day.”

As of Wednesday, the 
province returned to a 
modified Step 2 of its 
Roadmap to Reopen for at 
least three weeks.

Students will return to 
remote learning for the 
first two weeks of the new 

year. Restaurants will no 
longer be doing indoor 
dining, theatres and muse-
ums will be closed, and 
malls will operate at 50 per 
cent capacity.

“The immediate goal of 
these measures will be to 
blunt the latest wave so 
we can ease the pressures 
on our hospitals and allow 
more time to deliver these 
all-important booster 
shots. We need to prioritize 
the health and safety of our 
kids and our school staff, 
as a result we will be delay-
ing our return to in-class 
learning for the next two 
weeks and continue with 
virtual learning for the 
duration of the time away,” 
said Ford.

“I know this isn’t the 
news anyone wants to hear 
but with the new variant, 
the ground is shifting 
every single day. The level 
of absenteeism we are 
seeing in other sectors 

tells us with absolute 
certainty that operating 
schools, ensuring teach-
ers are in the classroom 
and not home sick, will 
be a challenge we cannot 
overcome in the short 
term. These two weeks will 
provide much needed time 
for more vaccines, more 
boosters, more time for 
health measures to blunt 
the rise in cases.”

Waterloo Region is 
currently reporting 
record high case numbers 
with more than 3,800 at 
midweek. Neighbouring 
Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph is also seeing 
high case rates reporting 
some 2,500.

The large spikes 
prompted local health 
officials to stress the 
importance of protective 
measures during the 
region’s weekly pandemic 
briefing last Friday.

“Omicron continues 

to spread rapidly across 
the province and in our 
region. It spreads much 
more easily than any other 
variant so far. We need to 
continue to follow public 
health precautions while 
Omicron remains a threat. 
We also need to increase 
our protection by getting 
a third dose of the COVID-
19 vaccine. Even with the 
vaccine the sheer number 
of people who are getting 
Omicron means that the 
number of hospital admis-
sions and admissions to 
ICU are increasing. The 
most severe outcomes 
will be among those who 
are not vaccinated. We all 
need to reduce our social 
contacts to blunt this wave 
and reduce additional 
stress on our healthcare 
system,” said associate 
medical officer of health 
Dr. Rabia Bana.

“You can get infected 
and spread the virus, even 

→ FROM 1

if you are vaccinated and 
have no symptoms. Wear 
a well-fitting mask when 
around those outside of 
your household and avoid 
poorly ventilated and 
crowded spaces.”

Bana noted the hospital 
system is already feeling 
the effects of an increase 
in hospitalizations from 
COVID. She asked residents 
to limit their social contacts 
to help stop the spread of 
this new variant as it makes 
its way across the province.  

Some 86 per cent of the 
eligible residents in the 
region have received at 
least one dose of a vaccine, 
while 80 per cent have 
been double-vaxxed. The 
region is shooting for 90 
per cent. Among children 
5 to 11 years of age, 45 per 
cent have received a single 
dose, with just one per 
cent fully vaccinated.

About 160,000 residents 
have received booster shots.

→ FROM 1

a per cent right there. 
Some things you just can’t 
control, but you have to be 
prepared for it and your 
budget,” said Joe Nowak.

“The other thing that 
possibly people will 
be concerned about or 
want more clarification 
about would be the staff 
complements. We are 
adding some more staff, 
but there hasn’t been any 
staff increase that I’m 
aware of for about three or 
four years.  We’re starting 
to see more work down-
loaded from the province 
and from the region – it’s 
really very challenging, 
extremely challenging for 
our staff.”

Of the expenditures, the 
largest single share – 35.8 

throughout the province. 
As the new year begins, 

hospital staff are starting 
to feel overwhelmed at 
the rise in COVID patients 
coming in, wanting to 
redeploy staff where 
needed the most urgently, 
with administrators at 
hospitals like St. Mary’s 
saying they have to make 
some tough decisions. 
President of St. Mary’s 
Hospital, Lee Fairclough, 
said the recent moves 
were necessary to help 
deal with the rise in cases 
they’re seeing with the 
limited staff they have. 

“We’re already start-
ing to see the impact of 
Omicron on our workforce, 
no doubt in the same you 
are seeing it in your own 

families and among your 
friends. It does mean we’re 
increasingly challenged 
for staff at the hospital, 
and I appreciate your 
patience as we’re seeking 
to provide all the care that 
we possibly can during 
this time,” said Fairclough 
during the region’s weekly 
pandemic briefing Friday. 
“The reality is now I think 
this is more prevalent than 
it’s ever been.

“We are planning on 
doing that until January 
17 as a starting point and 
then we’re going to really 
assess that as we continue. 
We are finding already 
that we are going to need 
to be able to redeploy 
some of that workforce to 
other parts of the health 
system, particularly over 

the course of the next few 
weeks. Every part of the 
province has received 
that direction for the time 
being. Every time we make 
that kind of a choice, that’s 
a hard choice and for those 
of you that have been 
waiting some time for 
your procedures, I’m sorry 
we’re finding ourselves in 
this situation again. You 
will hear directly if this 
impacts your surgery or 
procedures in the next 
coming weeks; you will 
hear directly from hospi-
tal staff about what will 
happen,” she added. 

Local hospitals, along-
side local public health 
departments and Ontario 
Health, will reassess the 
situation by January 12.

per cent – is allotted to 
public works, followed by 
20 per cent for recreation 
and 13 per cent for the fire 
department.

The $9.18 million in 
expenditures is offset by 
equal revenues, almost 
two-thirds of which will 
come from taxes, treasurer 
Saleem Sandhu told coun-
cillors.

“The major source is 
taxation, $5.8 million, then 
the second major source 
is user fees ($1.5 million), 
then general revenue 
($1.04 million) and then 
grants ($848,000),” he said.

On the capital side, 
the township is planning 
to spend $2.75 million, 
including $913,000 for 
road works, $478,000 for 
bridges and culverts and 

$677,000 for recreation.
Overall, the budget 

reflects some growth in 
the township that requires 
increased spending, as 
identified in the organiza-
tion review, said Nowak.

“Nobody appreciates 
any sort of an increase, 
and I just hope people 
understand the ratio-
nale and why this has 
to happen. I think other 
communities have done 
it. Other townships have 
done it over the last few 
years. I know Wilmot did it 
a few years ago, and when 
the dust settled I think 
people realized that they 
were being served better. 
That’s what we’re aiming 
at just to make sure that 
the residents get their 
needs addressed.”

DELAYS: After brief attempt to deal with backlog, 
hospitals re-allocate staffing resources for surge

BUDGET: Tax increases reflect additional staff, wage 
increases and inflationary pressures on costs, says mayor
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JANUARY 

 � Church elders 
charged for 
breaching provin-
cial lockdown

Six elders from Trin-
ity Bible Chapel east of 
Heidelberg were 
charged for fail-
ing to comply 
with rules 
set under 
the prov-
ince-wide 
lockdown. 
Waterloo 
Regional 
Police visited 
the church at 1373 
Lobsinger Line and 
observed people outdoors. 
Police charged six 
members of the church. 
The charged members 
were issued summons 
under the Reopening 
Ontario Act.

 � Woolwich eyes 1.5% 
tax hike as budget 
talks get underway

Woolwich residents are 
looking at another $13.61 
this year, based on an 
average home assessed at 
$409,400.

 � Wellesley tax bills 
to rise 2.75% 

The average Wellesley 
homeowner will pay an 
additional $21 this year on 
the township portion of 
their property taxes under 
the 2021 budget approved 
this week by council.

 � Trickling supply 
of vaccine

Despite a reported 
shortage of vaccine 
supplies, Waterloo Region 
is administering about 
600 COVID-19 vaccina-
tions daily at this point. 
The region has officially 
administered 5,142 of the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine.

 � Public health 
officials call for 
greater adherence 
to COVID-19 rules

Facing an increase 
in COVID-19 cases, the 
Region of Waterloo is 
stepping up enforcement 
efforts when residents fail 
to comply with lockdown 
rules even in advance of 
new stay-at-home orders 
that went into effect Jan. 
12.

 � Elmira fire station 
to stay put on 
Howard Ave.

Repairs and upgrades 
planned for the Elmira fire 
station this year are the 
first step in making the 
Howard Avenue building 
their long-term home. 
That reverses course from 
a previous plan to move 
the station to a piece of 
land in the new residential 

subdivision on Church 
Street West. 

 � Region joins push 
for paid sick leave 
to help curb virus

While people show-
ing signs of illness are 

encouraged to stay 
home from work, 

many simply 
can’t afford 
to miss out 
on the pay 
that would 
entail. With 

that in mind, 
regional offi-

cials are calling 
on the federal and 

provincial governments to 

implement paid sick leave. 

 � COVID-19 immu-
nization rates 
limited by supply 
of vaccine

The vaccine remains in 
short supply as Waterloo 
Region health officials 
prioritize the immuni-
zation of long-term care 
and retirement home 
residents. Mobile clinics 
began rolling out Jan. 12, 
helping to boost region-
wide totals to 12,000 shots.

 � Water and sewer 
rates to remain 
unchanged 
this year, coun-
cil decides

Woolwich residents will 
see no increases in the 
fees they pay for water 
and wastewater this year 
under a budget approved 
this week by council. 

 � Return to 
in-class learning 
pushed back 

Area students will 
have to stick with online 
learning until at least Feb. 
10, the Waterloo Region 
District School Board 
announced.

The decision was based 
on current directions from 
the Ministry of Education 
and the advice of public 
health experts with the 
intention of slowing the 

spread of COVID-19. 

 � Region sees drop 
in cases; rates still 
above early stages 
of pandemic

COVID-19 cases have 
declined in the region for 
the first time since the 
province declared a state 
of emergency, but trans-
mission of the virus is still 
widespread throughout 
the area.

 � Region approves 
0.5% tax hike

The average home-
owner will see a 0.51 
per cent increase on the 
regional portion of their 

property tax bills, which 
accounts for more than 
half of the total, under the 
2021 budget approved by 
council.

That would add about 
$3 per $100,000 of 
assessed value to the bill, 
though the numbers will 
be lower in the townships 
where there are fewer 
services than in the cities. 

 � MCC to consoli-
date warehouse 
operations

The Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC) Canada 
will be moving its central 
material resources 
warehouse to 
Waterloo 
Region in 
a move to 
distrib-
ute relief 
supplies 
more 
rapidly. The 
facility will 
be relocated to 
New Hamburg from Plum 
Coulee, Man. starting Apr. 
1.

 � COVID-19 cases 
slowing in area 
even as UK variant 
discovered locally

Waterloo Region last 
week saw its first case of 
the more contagious UK 
variant of COVID-19. Local 
officials were notified 

Jan. 28 by Public Health 
Ontario that a woman in 
her 30s had been diag-
nosed with the mutant 
strain. 

 � Organizers cancel 
this year’s Welles-
ley ABC Festival

The event still some 
eight months away, the 
uncertainties caused by 
the coronavirus pandemic 
have prompted the 
cancellation of this year’s 
Wellesley Apple Butter 
and Cheese (ABC) Festival. 
The organizing committee 
announced the decision 
last week, saying it was too 
much of a risk at this point 

to schedule an in-person 
event, even one scheduled 
for Sept. 25.

FEBRUARY

 � Province steps 
up COVID-19 
inspections at 
farm operations

The province has 
expanded coronavirus 
inspections at farming 
operations, but local 
operators will see few 
real changes, suggests 
Waterloo Region’s medical 
officer of health. 

 � Province provides 
townships with 

$1.9 million for 
infrastructure 
projects

Woolwich, 
Wellesley 
and Wilmot 
townships will 

see $1.9 million 
in infrastruc-

ture funding from 
the province under the 
Ontario Community Infra-
structure Fund (OCIF).

The local funding, 
announced by Kitchen-
er-Conestoga MPP Mike 
Harris, is part of a larger 
$200-million investment 
in 424 communities across 
the province. The money 
can be used for build-
ing and repairing roads, 
bridges, water, and waste-

water infrastructure, with 
Harris noting the timing 
will help municipalities 
solidify their budgets for 
the year.

 � Province provides 
$7.5 million to help 
long-term care 
facilities in region

Long-term care homes 
in the region will receive 
$7.5 million to help them 
cope with COVID-19 under 
the latest round of funding 
from the province. Twen-
ty-two facilities in Water-
loo Region are slated to 
receive support to increase 
their prevention and 
containment efforts. 

 � Province allows 
students to 
return to class

Along with easing lock-
down restrictions, 
the provincial 
government 
also let 
students 
return to 
in-person 
learning 
this week. 
It marked 
the end of a 
long-extended 
Christmas break of sorts.

 � COVID-19 numbers 
on downward 
trend in region as 
province moves 
to end lockdown

Waterloo Region is 
seeing a downward trend 
in pandemic numbers, 
including active cases and 
outbreaks. Those numbers 
repeated across much of 
the province help prompt 
the Ford government to 
lift the state of emergency, 
and allowed students to 
begin returning to class-
rooms.

 � Province post-
pones March Break 
to mid-April

“April break” may not 
have the same ring to 
it, but that’s this year’s 
timing for the weeklong 

interlude from school. 
Provincial Minister of 
Education Stephen Lecce 
announced March Break 
would be postponed 
rather than cancelled.

 � Region sees 
economic boon 
in new carrier 
when pandemic 
starts to recede

Flair Airlines is the 
latest carrier to offer up 
flights from the Region 
of Waterloo Interna-
tional Airport, looking to 
connect the area with six 
Canadian cities.

Starting May 1, the 
company will fly several 
times each week from 
Breslau to Vancouver, 
Calgary, Edmonton and 
Halifax, adding Victoria  
and Winnipeg to the itin-
erary as of July.

 � Provincial funding 
expands Commu-
nity Paramedicine 
Program in region

A $7.8-million infusion 
from the province will see 
the Community Paramed-
icine Program expand in 
Waterloo Region.

Since 2018, the para-
medicine program has 
helped people within the 
community who need 
some extra assistance at 
home by giving paramed-
ics the ability to go in and 
help with medical needs. 

 � WCS’ Coldest 
Night of the Year 
event raises $92K
Even with all the 

changes needed 
to accommo-

date a public 
event during 
a pandemic, 
Woolwich 
Commu-

nity Services 
managed to 

raise $92,000 
through the week-

end’s Coldest Night of the 
Year. That total surpassed 
the local organization’s 
goal by some 150 per cent.

MARCH

 � Province provides 
another $18 million 
in pandemic 
relief to region

Woolwich will get 
$447,000 and Wellesley 
$166,000 in the latest 
round of pandemic relief 
funding from the prov-
ince, with a total of $18 
million earmarked across 
the Region of Waterloo.

The funding will help 
municipalities offset 
pandemic-related costs 
such as buying personal 
protective equipment 
(PPE) and cleaning 
supplies, as well as 
enhanced bylaw enforce-

2021  •  2021 •  2021  •  2021  • 2021  •  2021 •  2021  •  2021  • 2021  •  2021 •  2021  •  2021  • 2021  •  2021 •  2021
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ment.

 � Woolwich council 
pledges $25,000 to 
support theatres 
in St. Jacobs

Out 100 per cent of its 
revenues in the past year, 
Drayton Entertainment 
is getting some funding 
support from 
the munic-
ipalities 
where it 
operates 
theatres, 
includ-
ing 
$25,000 
from 
Woolwich 
Township.

The money 
approved Mar. 9  by coun-
cil will help maintain the 
organization’s facilities 
in the township, the St. 
Jacobs Country Playhouse 
and St. Jacobs School-
house Theatre.

 � Region marks a 
year since the start 
of pandemic

A year into the COVID-
19 pandemic, Waterloo 
Region’s numbers remain 
relatively high, but are 
considered stable.

There have been 11,091 
cases since the virus was 
first identified in the 
region one year ago. There 
have been 236 fatalities 
since that time. 

 � Region opens new 
vaccine clinics, 
but pace still 
remains slow

The Region of Waterloo 
is starting to administer 
the Moderna vaccine, 
branching out from exclu-
sively using the Pfizer-Bi-
onNTech as has been the 
case since December.

Health officials are 
also extending the 
period between the first 
and second shots of the 
vaccine, part of a new 
process laid out Mar. 12 
in the weekly pandemic 
briefing. 

 � Province 
announces $155K 
in new funding 
for groups in 
Waterloo Region

Three seniors’ orga-
nizations in the region 
will share in $155,000 
in provincial funding 
provided with the goal 
of keeping older Ontar-
ians active during the 
pandemic.

Locally, Community 
Care Concepts (CCC) and 
the Woolwich Seniors 
Association (WSA) 
will each benefit from 
$54,014.41, while Saint 
Luke’s Place in Cambridge 
will receive $46,701.53.

 � School zone 
speed cameras

The region has doubled 
to 16 the number of photo 
radar locations it plans to 
roll out this year. Schools 
zones in front of Foun-
dation Christian School 
on Katherine Street 
in Winterbourne and 
St. Clement school on 

Lobsinger Line were 
first identified for 

the townships. 
Added to the list 
are Clearview 
Mennonite 
School on Three 

Bridges Road 
in Woolwich and 

Wellesley PS on 
Queen’s Bush Road

 � Couple’s long-time 
volunteer work 
earns official kudos

Known for their years of 
volunteer work, partic-
ularly in the Elmira 
hockey community, 
Graham and 
LuAnn Snyder 
are among 
those to be 
inducted this 
year into the 
Region of 
Waterloo Hall 
of Fame.

 � Woolwich gets 
funding for $4.2M 
in new projects

With funding from the 
federal and provincial 
governments, Woolwich 
will be spending $4.2 
million on two projects 
in Elmira: upgrades at 
the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre and improvements 
to the underground drain 
that runs under much of 
the core.  

APRIL

 � Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival takes 
experience online

Last Saturday should 
have seen tens of thou-
sands of people in the 
downtown core for the 
Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival. Instead, as with 
last year, the in-person 
event was a no-go due to 
the pandemic. Unlike last 
year, however, the festival 
will be represented virtu-
ally this time around, with 
online activities slated for 
Apr. 9 and 10.

 � Residents move 
back into EDCL 
group home 
destroyed by 
fire last spring

Almost a year after a fire 
levelled an Elmira District 
Community Living group 
home, the structure has 
been rebuilt and resi-
dents are moving back in. 
Rodger Hanna, manager 
of residential services for 

EDCL, remembers that 
May afternoon vividly 
Damage to the building 
was estimated at $750,000.

 � Low supplies of 
vaccine have region 
falling well short of 
inoculation targets

Less than three per 
cent of Waterloo Region 
residents have been 
fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19, the rollout 
largely delayed by limited 
supplies of the vaccine. 
Months into the inoc-
ulation campaign, just 
15,479 people (2.63 per 
cent) had received both 
shots at midweek. Just 
shy of 99,000 total doses 
had been administered, 
representing 14.2 per cent 
of the populate, well short 
of Public Health’s goal of 
vaccinating at least 75 per 
cent of the population.

 � Couple feted 
for their volun-

teerism
Paul and 

Margaret 
Marrow love 
to volun-
teer, but are 

much more 
reluctant to 

be recognized 
for their efforts. Still, 

the Winterbourne couple 
is this year’s recipient of 
Woolwich Community 
Service’s Yvonne Reid 
Memorial Volunteer of 
the Year Award. Both are 
volunteers with WCS, part 
of a long history of volun-
teerism

 � Covered bridge 
project part of 
new infrastruc-
ture funding

Plans for rehabilitat-
ing the West Montrose 
covered bridge moved a 
little closer with fund-
ing from the federal 
and provincial 
governments. 
Ottawa is 
kicking in $2.5 
million and 
Queen’s Park 
$2.08 million 
as part of new 
infrastructure 
funding. The project 
will also received $1.67 
million from the Region 
of Waterloo, the owner of 
the bridge now seeking 
public input on plans that 
include the potential of 
replacing wooden trusses 
with steel.

 � Local meat proces-
sors to receive $2 
million in new 
federal funding 
for pandemic 
measures

Three area meat proces-
sors will receive almost $2 
million in federal funding 

to improve worker safety 
and increase capacity. 
Conestoga Meat Packers 
Ltd. in Breslau is to get 
$1,570,155; Heidelberg 
Foods Ltd. will receive 
$277,575; and Stemmler’s 
Meats and Cheese 
Heidelberg Inc. and KST 
Investments Inc. will get 
$108,685.

 � Trees for Woolwich 
unveils plans for 
sprawling Elmira 
Nature Reserve

What is today largely 
neglected scrubland adja-
cent to the town’s east-
side industrial area will 
be transformed into the 
Elmira Nature Reserve, 
Trees for Woolwich’s latest 
transformational project.

The goal unveiled Apr. 
20 at Woolwich council 
involves turning some 65 
acres of marginal town-
ship land into a thriving 
ecosystem for native 
species of flora and fauna. 
The project area, which 
runs in an area between 
Union Street and the 
railroad tracks, includes 
a location known as The 
Habitats, a six-acre field 
that’s being turned into a 
showcase of five different 
habitats that can be found 
within southern Ontario.

 � Dam book marks 
paper’s milestone

With The Observer 
marking its 25th anniver-
sary, it seemed like a good 
time to put into action 
longstanding plans to 
compile the columns of 
the late Allen D. Martin 
into a book. That long-dis-
cussed project is now a 
reality in the form of ‘My 
Side of the Dam: The retro-
spective 1996-2003.’

Martin, who passed 
away in 2019 at the 

age of 75, was 
a popular 

contribu-
tor in the 
news-
paper’s 
early 
days, 

sharing 
his quirky 

observations 
and wry humour 

until Parkinson’s Disease 
forced him to step back 
from writing.

 � EMSF expects to 
raise more than 
$25K to distrib-
ute to commu-
nity groups

The first virtual version 
of the Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival was so 
well received, organizers 
are looking at incorpo-
rating aspects of it into 
an expected return to an 
in-person event next year. 
They’re also doing a tally 

of fundraising efforts, and 
expecting to have at least 
$25,000 to distribute to 
various charities in the 
region. The virtual version 
ran Apr. 9-10.

MAY

 � Woolwich council 
votes to speed up 
the rehabilitation 
of Peel Street bridge

Winterbourne’s Peel 
Street bridge could be 
reopened to pedestrian 
traffic as early as next year 
under a plan approved by 
Woolwich council. The 
goal is to have the engi-
neering work done this 
year, with construction 
on the structure 
carried out in 
2022.

The 
decision 
May 4 
follows 
up on 
council’s 
earlier 
decision that 
rehabilitation as 
a pedestrian crossing was 
the best fate for the historic 
steel bridge. 

 � WRDSB pushing 
back commence-
ment events to fall

Waterloo Region District 
School Board (WRDSB) 
students graduating 
this year will no longer 
celebrate commencement 
this summer as originally 
planned, having to wait 
instead for the fall, as is 
the case for all 16 high 
schools. Virtual is still 
the expected medium in 
which the ceremony will 
take place later this year.

 � Region extends 
mask bylaw in line 
with province

A mask mandate will 
remain in effect for Water-
loo Region, as council this 
week voted to extend the 
requirement that was due 
to expire at month’s end. 
Face coverings will be 
mandatory until the end 
of the year, unless circum-
stances allow for the bylaw 
to be revoked sooner.

 � Wellesley outside 
workers give union 
strike mandate

Wellesley’s outside 
workers have given their 
union a strike mandate, 
shoring up their bargain-
ing position during 
current contract nego-
tiations. The workers, 
members of the Canadian 
Union of Public Employ-
ees (CUPE) Local 1542, 
voted unanimously in 
support of the position.

Local 1542 president 

Chris Roth said the vote 
in favour of strike action 
doesn’t mean a labour 
disruption will happen, 
but it is a sign that negoti-
ations are not going well 
and that members are 
committed to getting a fair 
deal. 

 � Harris’ private 
member’s bill 
gets royal assent

An amber-red warning 
system for school buses, 
the focus of a private 
member’s bill introduced 
by local MPP Mike Harris, 
was signed into law.

Known as the Safer 
School Bus Act 2021, the 
law calls for older school 

buses to be retrofitted 
with a new flashing 

light system to 
boost safety. 

 � Upgrades 
to water 
meters will 

see Wool-
wich switch to 

remote reading
Long a manual task, 

the job of reading water 
meters in Woolwich 
Township is becoming 
automated.

Work is now underway 
installing radio transmit-
ters on the meters at some 
6,200 households, with 
contractor KTI Utility 
Services wrapping up 
in Heidelberg, adding 
the village to a list of 
completed settlements 
that includes Maryhill and 
West Montrose. The larger 
jobs of Breslau, Elmira 
and St. Jacobs await, with 
Conestogo next on the 
list. The work is part of 
million-dollar, multi-year 
conversion to a remote 
meter-reading system. 

JUNE

 � Students won’t 
return to class 
before year’s end

June’s arrival would 
normally mark the final 
countdown to the school 
year, with kids looking 
forward to leaving their 
classrooms behind them. 
But they’ve already done 
that, and they won’t be 
returning until Septem-
ber.

Ontario Premier Doug 
Ford announced June 2 
that schools will remain 
shuttered for the rest of 
the year, with in-person 
learning on hold until 
after the summer.

 � GRT subsidies 
move to income-
based system 
as of July 1

Reduced Grand River 
Transit fares for seniors 
and students will end 
July 1, replaced by a new 

2021  •  2021 •  2021  •  2021  • 2021  •  2021 •  2021  •  2021  • 2021  •  2021 •  2021  •  2021  • 2021  •  2021 •  2021



6  |  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, January 6, 2022

subsidy based on income 
rather than age. The 
affordable transit program 
(ATP) replaces existing 
discounts in order to 
provide fare reductions to 
a wider range of low-in-
come residents. The new 
program cuts almost in 
half (48 per cent) fares 
paid by eligible transit 
users.

 � Woolwich rejects 
ABTC bid to 
fast-track site

There’ll be no fast-track-
ing of a bid to relocate 
a homeless enclave to 
Woolwich, putting the 
ball back in the hands of A 
Better Tent City. Meeting 
June 8, councillors voted 
unanimously to have the 
organization submit a 
formal application to use 
a piece of farmland near 
Breslau as the home for 
some 40 previously home-
less residents.

 � Mark Brubacher 
recognized with 
distinguished 
teacher of the 
year award 

Hawkesville native 
Mark Brubacher is one 
of three Waterloo Region 
educators recognized 
with a distinguished 
teacher of the 
year award. 
Organized by 
the Elemen-
tary Teachers’ 
Federation 
of Ontario 
(ETFO), the 
award recog-
nized exemplary 
teaching.

 � Region’s rise in 
virus cases linked 
to Delta variant

Even as the province 
begins to ease restrictions 
on reopening, Water-
loo Region’s COVID-19 
numbers are headed in the 
wrong direction, largely 
the result in a surge of the 
new Delta variant of the 
disease.

Of the 574 total cases 
reported by the province 
at the end of last week, 
the region accounted for 
79, trailing only Toronto  
which reported 109, and 
Peel Region with 84. 
Still, the region was part 
of stage one of the prov-
ince-wide reopening plan 
that began June 11.

 � Wellesley rec. 
complex get 
$16-million boost

The province has 
breathed new life into 
Wellesley’s plans for a 
new recreation centre, last 
week pledging $16 million 
towards the $22-million 
project.

The provincial money 

gets plans back on track, 
says Chris Martin, chair 
of the Wellesley Town-
ship Recreation Centre 
Advisory Committee, 
who last year thought the 
community would have 
to fund the development 
on its own. “I was ecstatic 
– I couldn’t believe it,” 
said Martin following the 
announcement June 17.

 � Hawk Ridge 
developer back 
to the drawing 
board ... again

Still unconvinced a 
residential subdivision 
should be located next 
to Elmira’s Union Street 
industrial area, Woolwich 
councillors want to see 
more changes to the plan 
submitted by Hawk Ridge 
Homes.

Meeting by videocon-
ference June 22, Woolwich 
councillors opposed a 
staff recommendation to 
approve the residential 
project, calling instead for 
yet more adjustments that 
might help ward off future 
problems, particularly 
noise related to the late-
night shunting of trains.

 � Wellesley gives 
go-ahead to town-

house devel-
opment

A planned 
50-unit 
townhouse 
develop-
ment in 
Wellesley 

village 
continues to 

raise concerns 
from residents, 

with opposition surfacing 
again at a June 22 virtual 
council meeting. In a split 
decision, the township 
approved the condo-
minium plan nonetheless.

 � Woolwich clears 
way for small 
subdivision in 
Bloomingdale

Bloomingdale can 
expect to see a small  resi-
dential development take 
form, as Woolwich council 
approved the required 
subdivider’s agreement .

Sawmill Development 
Corp. and Stevanus 
Developments Inc. plan to 
develop six residential lots 
and a commercial/indus-
trial property on a 13.3-
acre site on the south side 
of Snyder’s Flats Road, 
across from the commu-
nity centre. 

 � School’s out forever 
in Maryhill

The anything-but-nor-
mal school year wrapped 
up for students in the 
region, but perhaps most 
poignantly for those who 
attend St. Boniface School 

in Maryhill, which this 
week closed its doors for 
good. Come September, 
students will be at the new 
St. Boniface in Breslau.

 � Woolwich 
arranges 
public river 
access 
site in 
West 

Montrose
Already 

prone to conflicts 
between visitors 
and nearby homeowners, 
the area around the West 
Montrose covered bridge 
has been especially busy 
during the pandemic. 

With limited parking, 
few amenities and no real 
public access to the river 
(some people, for instance, 
routinely trespass on 
private property to launch 
their canoes), the bridge 
area is a victim of its own 
popularity.

Now, the township has 
reached a deal with the 
nearby West Montrose 
Family Camp to provide 
an access point for canoe-
ists and kayaks entering 
and exiting the Grand 
River without trespassing 
on private property. 

 � Woolwich posts 
surplus

Woolwich Township 
ended 2020 with a budget 
surplus, largely due to 
postponing capital proj-
ects and bailouts from 
the federal and provincial 
governments. In an audit 
presented June 29, council 
heard the tax-supported 
surplus was $717,409 – 
$11,921 operating surplus 
and $705,488 capital 
surplus – which represents 
approximately 6.38% of 
the total budget.

 � Delta variant 
keeps Waterloo 
Region a hot spot, 
delays reopening

Health officials explain 
that the Delta variant, with 
its efficiency in spread-
ing more quickly, is the 
main reason behind why 
Waterloo Region is being 
held at step 1 while the rest 
of the province continues 
to reopen.

JULY

 � Region’s hospi-
tals receive an 
additional $20 
million in funding

The region’s three 
hospitals will receive 
additional funding this 
year totalling almost $20 
million as the province 
looks to help them cope 
with the pandemic and 
expand services.

 � Couple at Chart-
well Elmira this 
week celebrated 
their 70th wedding 
anniversary

Chartwell Elmira was 
the scene of a 

special event 
this week, 

as Georgie 
and Bruce 
Hutchison 
celebrated 
their 70th 

wedding 
anniversary. 

The two were 
married on Satur-

day, July 7, 1951 at 2 p.m. 
at the Baptist church in 
Springfield, Ont.

 � Heidelberg pitcher 
drafted by New 
York Mets

Cal Ziegler began 
playing baseball at the 
park in Heidelberg 
with his father 
when he was 
4 years old. 
Now he’s 
18 and on 
the radar 
of the New 
York Mets 
organiza-
tion. Ziegler 
was selected in 
the second round, 46th 
overall, in the latest Major 
League Baseball draft, 
which took place July 
11-13.

 � Region set to move 
to stage 3 of reopen-
ing as COVID-19 
cases stabilize

Having joined the rest 
of the province on in stage 
2 of the reopening plan, 
Waterloo Region will be 
in lockstep with other 
municipalities in moving 
to stage 3 July 16. 

 � New operator to 
take over childcare 
centre in Elmira

A not-for-profit orga-
nization will be offer-
ing daycare services at 
Riverside PS in Elmira 
come September. Jacob 
Hespeler Child Care 
Centres currently operates 
out of six other schools in 
the region.

The change comes in 
the wake of the Region of 
Waterloo’s decision the 
year prior to close all five 
of the daycare facilities it 
operates, including the 
Elmira Children’s Centre.

 � Food bank sees 
26% increase since 
start of pandemic

Demand for food bank 
assistance in the region 
increased by 26 per cent 
during the first year of 
the pandemic. As such, 
the Waterloo Region Food 
Bank distributed more 
than 4.6 million pounds of 

fresh, frozen and non-per-
ishable food.

AUGUST

 � Decision on Mary-
hill gravel pit to be 
made at provin-
cial tribunal

Looking for some move-
ment on its application for 
a gravel pit near Maryhill, 
Capital Paving wants a 
provincial tribunal to 
weigh in rather than wait-
ing on Woolwich Town-
ship to decide. The move 
takes the decision out of 
council’s hands, though 
it will have to decide what 
course it wants to take at 
the Ontario Land Tribunal 
(OLT) hearing. 

 � Once a King, 
Always a King

Hockey being on hold 
for the past year and 

a half wasn’t how 
the Elmira Sugar 

Kings had 
hoped to lead 
into their 50th 
anniversary 
season, but 

they’ve been 
busy off the ice 

preparing to mark 
the milestone. Now, a 

book detailing the club’s 
history is available. 

Once a King 
Always a King 
not only delves 
into the team’s 
past, but looks 
to the future 
as a fundraiser 
for the Junior B 
hockey club.

 � Woolwich eyes 
plan for broadening 
housing mix, boost-
ing affordability

A fledging plan to 
provide a broader mix 
of housing, including 
affordable options, will 
see Woolwich develop 
options for some town-
ship-owned land, includ-
ing the Kiwanis House site 
in Elmira.

 � Region hits vacci-
nation milestone

More than 76 per cent 
of those over the age of 
12 have been fully inoc-
ulated, exceeding the 
original target of 75 per 
cent. Given the highly 
contagious Delta variant 
of the virus, there’s a push 
to reach 90. 

 � Region OKs third 
doses for those 
most at risk

In the face of the Delta 
variant of novel coro-
navirus and increasing 
evidence of the need for 
booster shots, Waterloo 
Region will make third 
doses available to anyone 
who might be considered 

high-risk individuals or 
immunocompromised, 
the likes of those living 
in long-term care homes 
or undergoing cancer 
treatment.

 � Township puts 
on hold efforts to 
extend services 
in Breslau

Pressed to consider 
municipal water and 
sewer connections, 
Breslau residents in 
unserviced parts of the 
village have earned a 
15-year respite, the result 
of a recent survey by the 
township.

The majority of resi-
dents in the affected 
area opposed the idea 
of extending municipal 
services into their neigh-
bourhoods, with Wool-
wich agreeing to drop the 
issue.

 � Woolwich fire chief 
Dale Martin retires

As of Aug. 31, Dale 
Martin no longer had to 
worry about being forced 
to roll out of bed in the 
middle of the night. That 
was someone else’s since 
his retirement from his 
post as chief of the Wool-
wich Fire Department.

Responding to 
emergencies is 

something 
he’s done 
for most 
of the last 
43 years 
since he 

first joined 
the Elmira 

station in 
1978. He was 

named the township’s 
deputy chief in 2008, 
taking on responsibility 
for enhanced training 
requirements. 

SEPTEMBER

 � Region dealing with 
fourth wave; prov-
ince announces 
vaccine passport

Along with adjustments 
for the fourth wave of 
the COVID-19 virus, local 
public health officials are 
also gearing up for a new 
vaccine passport system 
announced by Premier 
Doug Ford.

The new system will 
require patrons of restau-
rants, theatres, movie 
houses and similar public 
settings to provide proof 
of vaccination. 

 � Wellesley names its 
citizens of the year

The regular Welles-
ley Fall Fair may be 
on hold again due to 
the pandemic, but the 
township will carry on its 
recognition of its citizens 
of the year. 
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This year’s citizen of 
the year is Jerome (Jerry) 
Sherrer, while Ahmad 
Khan is the junior citizen 
of the year. Beth Schlueter 
is being recognized with 
a lifetime achievement 
award.

 � Avery Flynn 
is named new 
Wellesley Fair 
ambassador

Avery Flynn is the new 
Wellesley Fair ambas-
sador, taking over from 
Caitlin Livingston. While 
there was no Wellesley Fall 
Fair to host her crowning, 
the 17-year-old Wellesley 
village resi-
dent did go 
through a 
selection 
process 
impro-
vised 
due 
to the 
pandemic.

 �  New 
policy sees regional 
employees disclose 
vaccination status

 Employees of Waterloo 
Region will be required 
to disclose whether or 
not they are vaccinated 
by Sept. 27 under a new 
policy. Those not inocu-
lated will be required to 
undergo COVID-19 vacci-
nation education and face 
a rapid-antigen testing 
program.

 � Woolwich names 
new fire chief

Dennis Aldous was 
named the Woolwich Fire 
Department’s new chief 
on Sept. 13, replacing the 
retired Dale Martin. He 
came to the job after four 
years as the deputy chief, 
a position to which he was 
promoted after Martin 
became chief in 2017. 

The new chief first 
joined the department 24 
years ago as a volunteer 
at the Elmira station, 
eventually serving as fire 
prevention officer before 
becoming the deputy 
chief.

 � Woolwich township 
staff must disclose 
vaccination status

As with employees 
of the Region of Water-
loo and its lower-tier 
municipalities, Woolwich 
employees had until 
Sept. 22 to disclose their 
vaccination status. The 
date coincides with the 
province’s new vaccine 
passport policy as officials 
look to boost inoculation 
rates to combat a fourth 
wave of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

 � Tight race meant 
three-day delay 

before MP learned 
he’d retained riding

It became apparent 
shortly after the polls 
closed Sept. 20 that 
Canada would have 
another Liberal-led 
minority government, but 
it wasn’t until three days 
later that Kitchen-
er-Conestoga 
MP Tim Louis 
learned he’d 
be part of 
that caucus. 
A decision 
in the riding 
came down to 
mail-in ballots, 
as election-night 

returns had Louis 
and Conservative 

challenger Carlene 
Hawley separated 
by fewer than 200 
votes.

 � Region 
approves Breslau 

on-demand bus
Breslau residents 

can expect to be part of 
an on-demand busing 
experiment next spring, as 
Waterloo Region coun-
cil approved a new pilot 
project.

The eight-month 
program will see users 
order up rides in advance, 
principally through a 
mobile app, rather than 
see a traditional bus 
service running along a 
fixed route. The $175,000 
in funding for the project 
is coming from Metrolinx, 
the provincial Crown 
agency.

OCTOBER

 � Coun. Martin 
apologizes 
for behaviour 
that prompted 
investigation

Having been subject 
to an investigation by 
the township’s integrity 
commissioner, Coun. 
Murray Martin apologized 
Oct. 5 for the actions at the 
root of public complaints. 
His colleagues accepted 
the apology and the 
consultant’s reports, 
opting to move on past the 
incident.

Woolwich’s integrity 
commissioner recom-
mended council censure 
Martin for violating 
the township’s code of 
conduct in relation to a 
gravel pit proposed for the 
Maryhill area. An inves-
tigation was launched 
when two complaints 
were filed following a 
July 13 committee meet-
ing chaired by Martin at 
which the Capital Paving 
application was discussed.

 � Unvaccinated local 
hospital workers 
face prospect of 

losing their jobs
                  Unvaccinated 

hospital staff are at risk of 
more than COVID – they 
could lose their jobs, as St. 
Mary’s General Hospital 
and Grand River Hospital 
implement provincially 
mandated vaccine poli-

cies.
As of Oct. 10, 
the hospitals’ 

joint policy 
calls for 
staff to 
have had 
at least 

one dose 
of vaccine 

or face unpaid 
leave. Grand River 

Hospital said in a state-
ment that staff will have 
until Nov. 9 to provide 
proof of full vaccination or 
risk losing their employ-
ment, while physicians 
will risk losing their hospi-
tal privileges.

 � School board 
insists it’s not 
cancelling 
Halloween

Even as the Waterloo 
Region District School 
Board insists it’s not 
cancelling Halloween, an 
online petition is calling 
for the board to reverse its 
restrictive measures.

The board has advised 
schools to discourage 
the wearing of costumes, 
decorations, handing 
out candy and just about 
anything related to 
Halloween other than 
permitting the wearing of 
orange and black clothing.

 � Mix of housing 
proposed for new 
Elmira subdivision

A long-anticipated 
residential development 
on the west edge of Elmira 
now has some details, as 
Activa Holdings  brought 
its plans to Woolwich 
council Oct. 19.

The Waterloo-based 
company is proposing to 
build 662 to 803 units on 
a 76-acre piece of land 
running west of Barn-
swallow Drive and 
south of Church 
Street. The prop-
erty surrounds 
Gale Presbyte-
rian Church on 
two sides.

 � A Better 
Tent City 
relocates to new 
site in Kitchener

Housed temporarily At 
a City of Kitchener site 
used as a snow dump, 
residents of A Better Tent 
City moved Oct. 26 to a 
new home in the city. The 
new site at 49 Ardelt Ave. 
straddles land owned by 
the city and the Waterloo 
Region District School 

Board.

NOVEMBER

 �  Premier tours 
local businesses, 
announces $2.2 
million in funding

Four businesses in the 
region will share in $2.2 
million of new provincial 
funding, with Premier 
Doug Ford visiting some 
of the recipients Nov. 9. He 
was at RTS Companies in 
St. Clements, and Minister 
of Economic Development  
Vic Fedeli announced the 
funding during an earlier 
stop at Huron Digital 
Pathology in St. Jacobs. 

 � Wellesley approves 
new revised 
kennel bylaw

A cap on the number of 
dogs and new standards 
for facilities are among 
the provisions of new 
kennel bylaw approved 
Nov. 9 by Wellesley 
council. The goal is to 
improve the welfare of 
the animals, says Coun. 
Shelley Wagner, who has 
spearheaded the long-
standing review of the 
township bylaw. The rules 
limit kennel operations to 
no more than 35 dogs, and 
reduces the limits for new 
operators. 

 �  $400K in emer-
gency spend-
ing to shore up 
failing bridge

Woolwich will spend 
$400,000 to shore up the 
low-level bridge in St. 
Jacobs that’s been closed 
since September due to 
safety concerns. A large 
rainfall event on Sept. 
22 caused rapid erosion 
on some of the piers 
supporting the bridge, 
which is designed to 
be flooded over during 
high-water episodes. 
Erosion concerns had first 
been identified during 
underwater inspections in 
2018, but the September 
downpour caused visi-

ble sagging and 
cracking. 

Engi-
neering 
staff 
proposed 
emer-
gency 
repairs to 

the exist-
ing piers and 

replacement 
of a portion of the deck 

as township councillors 
met in a special session 
Nov. 16.

 � Hot on the trail for 
the past 40 years

If you’re a user of Wool-
wich’s now-expansive 
trail system, you have 
Art Woods to thank for 

that. The Township of 
Woolwich Environmental 
Enhancement Committee 
(TWEEC) did just that 
on your behalf, present-
ing him with an award 
recognizing his decades of 
service. 

The group’s CARES 
award (Community 
Awards in Recognition of 
Environmental Steward-
ship) acknowledges the 
Elmira resident’s pioneer-
ing efforts to launch trails 
in the community.

 � Region to begin 
giving vaccine 
shots to kids

Parents in Waterloo 
Region can now book 
appointments to get their 
children between the ages 
of 5 and 11 vaccinated, a 
move that public health 
officials hope will counter 
outbreaks at schools.

DECEMBER

 � Council approves 
$1.9 million for 
reconstruction of 
two Elmira streets

Woolwich approved 
plans to reconstruct 
College nd Bauman streets 
in Elmira at a council 
meeting Dec. 7, agreeing 
to spend $1.9 million to 
reconstruct the two roads 
as the next phase of 2021’s 
reconstruction of Union 
Street. Currently dead-
end streets, both will be 
extended to Union Street 
in advance of a proposed 
residential development 
on the former apple 
orchard site fronting on 
Union.

 � EDSS among high 

schools removing 
washroom doors

EDSS was among those 
high schools in the region 
where exterior doors have 
been removed from some 
bathrooms, the board 
citing safety concerns 
as the rationale. Though 
some students and parents 
have challenged the 
decision, the Waterloo 
Region District School 
Board is going ahead with 
the policy approved in 
November by trustees. 

 � Region steps 
up bid to vacci-
nate children

A rise in COVID cases 
among school-aged 
children in the region 
prompted the closure of 
two schools in the last 
month – the first time 
since they had reopened 
for the school year – as 
long health officials look 
to get more shots in arms. 

In the meantime, 
multiple cohort outbreaks 
meant high numbers and 
high contact cases that 
needed to get tested.

 � New long-term care 
home for St. Jacobs

A new long-term care 
facility in St. Jacobs is 
among three projects 
to receive new funding 
announced by the prov-
ince. PeopleCare plans to 
build a new home in an 
as-yet announced location 
in the village in 2023.

Minister of Long-term 
Care Rod Phillips was in St. 
Jacobs Dec. 9 to announce 
the funding of 448 new 
and upgraded beds in 
Waterloo Region.

2021  •  2021 •  2021  •  2021  • 2021  •  2021 •  2021  •  2021  • 2021  •  2021 •  2021  •  2021  • 2021  •  2021 •  2021
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get  
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

Opinion “The CEOs and top execs continue to 
reap the rewards of COVID-19 boosted 
sales while their workers face the risks 
to keep food on the table for Canadians.”  
Unifor national president Jerry Dias notes executives 
at Canada’s grocery giants have been paid millions in 
bonuses while denying pandemic pay to frontline workers. 

Canadians see aggressive driving as a seri-
ous threat to their safety on the road, rival-
ling impaired and distracted driving, with 
90% saying the likes of running red lights and 
speeding, are a serious threat to their safety. 
CAA poll

Verbatim The Monitor

If Doug Ford’s new year’s resolution was to make 2022 
better than the last two years, he broke it in short order. 
Returning to lockdown mode means this year is off to a 
bad start.

Two years into the pandemic, we appear to have learned little.
Lockdowns were called for early on as we tried to get a handle 

on the novel coronavirus, looking to halt its spread, or at least 
slow it. That horse bolted long ago, yet here we are closing the 
barn door yet again.

Today, lockdowns and similar restrictions appear to be moves 
adopted so that it looks like governments are doing something. 
Worse still, the things they should have been doing having gone 
undone, ensuring access to rapid, walk-in vaccinations being the 
highest priority. Encouraging people to get booster shots – and 
first and second doses for those still dawdling – becomes mean-
ingless without accessibility.

That’s true of testing, too, though widespread testing also 
becomes meaningless in the face of hurdles when the Omicron 
variant transmits so quickly. By the time someone gets tested 
and gets the results, contact exposures could have blossomed, 
especially in the case of asymptomatic people. Omicron has a 
doubling time of 2.7 days according to Ontario’s COVID Science 
Advisory Table, so managing contacts and other variables is 
increasingly difficult. And pretty much impossible if people are 
waiting days and weeks just to get tested.

Public health officials say that if you’ve got the symptoms, you 
should simply assume you’ve got COVID-19. The system doesn’t 
have the capacity to test everyone with symptoms, let alone 
those who may have been in contact with an infected person. At 
this point, it likely makes sense to assume everyone not in your 
bubble has COVID. Or maybe to simply assume that it’s every-
where.

That’s why taking precautions such as mask-wearing and 
social distancing continue to make sense, as they have from 
the beginning. But if exposure is generally assumed and the 
Omicron strain less virulent, we may have to treat the virus as 
endemic, rather like influenza. The flu kills some 7,000 Cana-
dians each year. COVID-19 has killed more than 30,000 people 
here since a pandemic was declared less than two years ago. The 
two are not the same, though they may end up in the same boat 
eventually, and us with them.

Which brings us back to vaccinations. Right now, getting 
fully vaccinated – plus a booster – is the best way to reduce the 
impact of COVID-19. The shot doesn’t prevent you from catching 
the virus, but it does lessen the likelihood of serious illness and 
death. Those getting sickest and being hospitalized are likely to 
be the unvaccinated. 

To date, some 77 per cent of Canadians has been fully vacci-
nated against COVID-19, with 83 per cent having received at 
least one dose. That’s about double the annual average of 40 per 
cent of Canadian adults who typically get a seasonal flu shot, 
a number that may have to change if COVID-19 becomes an 
endemic virus against which we have to be “boosted” annually, 
for instance. 

That doesn’t mean we do nothing now. Nor does it mean we 
end mask mandates and vaccination drives. With the latter, in 
fact, health experts note that increased vaccination rates could 
help reduce the number of variants while reducing the severity 
of infections, and cut down on hospitalization rates and fatali-
ties.

When the disease shifts from pandemic to endemic, the health 
outcomes will be less severe, and we’ll be better able to manage 
and accept the lowered risks associated with the virus. At that 
point, we can do away with most or all of the measures put in 
place almost two years ago, with inoculation being our best line 
of defence. 

The best strategy for governments at all levels starts with 
access to vaccines and protecting the most vulnerable, and then 
quickly move away from costly economic measures – lockdowns, 
payouts and the like – in favour of a recovery.

Public losing patience with 
lockdowns, lack of progress

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

At the stroke of midnight 
last Friday, half of 

Germany’s remaining nuclear 
power stations closed down. 
The remaining three plants 
(of an original seventeen) will 
shut down on December 31 of 
this year, and Germans will 
no longer have to live with 
the fear of a nuclear (power) 
holocaust.

What’s more, all the lost 
energy from the nuclear plants 
will be “compensated for by 
the expansion of renewable 
energies,” promised Claudia 
Kemfert, an energy expert 
at the German Institute for 
Economic Research. An 
elegant solution, but there is a 
catch.

Most of the wind and 
solar power that Germany 
is building will go to replace 
its nuclear power plants, not 
to eliminate the coal and 
gas that it is still burning in 
huge amounts to generate 
electricity. So Germany will 
go on burning coal until 2038 
(France is out now, the UK by 
2024), and it also imports big 
volumes of gas from Russia (at 
great geopolitical cost).

Fossil fuels produce carbon 
dioxide; nuclear power 
doesn’t. By shutting down 
nuclear power instead of coal 

Nuclear power: the missing  
piece of the puzzle

ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

and gas, Germany has dumped 
an extra 350 megatonnes (Mt) 
of CO2 into the air in the past 
decade – plus maybe another 
350 Mt yet to come before 
they have built enough wind 
and solar power to replace the 
fossil fuels they should have 
dumped first.

There’s also an estimated 
extra 1,100 Germans a year 
dying from breathing in the 
fossil fuel pollution in their 
country, but they’re dying in a 
good cause: all their nervous 
fellow-citizens will sleep better 
at night.

Just one day ahead of 
Germany, Belgium announced 
on December 30 that it will 
shut all of the country’s 
nuclear power plants by 2025. 
It too promises to replace the 
lost electricity with power 
from renewable sources 
eventually, but it will just 
burn more coal and gas in the 
meantime.

How long is ‘meantime’? 
Nobody knows, but it’s clearly 
a price that Belgians are will-
ing to pay. 

And when the European 

Commission proposed a new 
law last weekend that recog-
nizes nuclear power as ‘green’ 
(provided that the plants have 
strict plans for the disposal of 
nuclear waste), there was an 
outcry all across the European 
Union. German Environ-
ment Minister Steffi Lemke 
condemned the proposal as 
simply “wrong.”

This is the triumph of 
fear over common sense. To 
advocate abandoning nuclear 
power when the great threat 
is carbon dioxide emissions 
(and we are losing the race to 
decarbonize) is folly.

There are currently 441 
commercial nuclear reactors 
in the world, supplying about 
10 per cent of the world’s 
electricity. There could have 
been three or four times as 
much nuclear power by now if 
the Green movement had not 
exploited a couple of accidents 
in the 1970s and 80s to cripple 
it.

There is reason to suspect 
that the original Green hostil-
ity to nuclear power was 
encouraged and subsidized 
by the US fossil fuel industry, 
which has always been quick to 
spot emerging potential rivals 
and sabotage them. But the 

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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STEVE  
KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

The passing of people we’ve never met can have a profound impact

the grief can be as real as if 
somebody close to you had 
passed on.

On the music front, the 
year saw the deaths of The 
Rolling Stones’ Charlie 
Watts, Don Everly of the 
Everly Brothers, Paddy 
Moloney, the founder of 
the Irish folk band the 
Chieftains and Sylvain 
Sylvain of the New York 
Dolls.

Many of the passings 
from 2021 were news to me 
when the lists rolled out, 
often familiar faces with-
out top-of-mind names, 
the likes of Art LaFleur 
(The Sandlot, Field of 
Dreams), William Smith 
(Any Which Way You Can, 
Rich Man, Poor Man), 
Norman Lloyd (St. Else-
where, Dead Poets Soci-
ety), Michael K. Williams 
(The Wire, Boardwalk 

Empire), Jessica Walter 
(Arrested Development, 
Archer), Peter Scolari 
(Bosom Buddies, Newhart) 
and Dean Stockwell 
(Married to the Mob, Quan-
tum Leap).

While movies had 
launched the notion of 
celebrity, our attachment 
grew in leaps and bounds 
with television, which 
brought them into the 
intimate confines of our 
homes. The phenomenon 
is linked to the suburban 
growth that followed the 
war.

Whether you’re a fan or 
not, the passing of a celeb-
rity is often still touching, 
says Ryerson University 
School of Creative Indus-
tries Prof. Cheryl Thomp-
son in a school discourse. 
She notes we can develop 
a “second-order intimacy” 
with people we’ve never 
met.

“Whenever there's a 
celebrity, you know a lot 
about these people, but 

you don't really know 
who they are as people. 
There's a certain closeness 
because they bring you in. 
They have interviews, they 
might be on social media 
so you really feel like you 
know them,” said Thomp-
son, who teaches a course 
on celebrity as a form 
of mass media, CRI680: 
Celebrity. “Because we 
form these parasocial rela-
tionships, they're second 
order levels of intimacy. 
And then, if it doesn't 
get checked there could 
be a kind of worshipping 
that happens when these 
people die, it feels like 
you've lost a dear family 
member.”

Fellow Ryerson faculty 
member, sociology Prof. 
Paul Moore, notes that a 
personal connection to 
famous people is often 
forged in youth

“A lot of our pop culture 
and sports fandom starts 
in adolescence and follows 
us all the way into our 

adulthood,” Moore said. 
“So when a star dies, we’re 
often losing a little piece of 
our youth, a little piece of 
ourselves, with nostalgia 
that can deeply tap into 
our sense of mortality. It’s 
shaded by confronting 
how much we have aged 
ourselves and facing how 
that part of our lives has 
come to an end.”

Those ties to our youth 
do help explain why we 
mourn the passing of 
celebrities, notes Shira 
Gabriel, an associate 
professor at SUNY Buffalo, 
in a piece for the Society 
for Personality and Social 
Psychology.

“We might feel grief 
because of nostalgia.  
According to Dr. Constan-
tine Sedikides from the 
University of Southamp-
ton, people report being 
nostalgic for people who 
were important to them 
during their childhood or 
adolescence.   Through 
nostalgic reflection, these 

people become part of who 
we are.  So, when they pass 
away, we can feel like we 
lost a part of ourselves,” 
she writes.

Though we don’t know 
these people personally, 
that they’re gone from our 
lives hurts nonetheless.

“One reason we feel sad 
when bad things happen 
to celebrities is because 
they feel like our friends.  
Dr. Melanie Green of SUNY 
Buffalo points out that 
people form parasocial 
bonds with celebrities. 
Parasocial bonds are 
‘one-way’ relationships 
with celebrities; many 
people feel strongly 
connected to movie and 
television stars, popular 
musicians, news broad-
casters, on-air meteorol-
ogists, and others even 
though no true interaction 
occurs. Believe it or not, 
parasocial bonds are actu-
ally pretty normal: many of 
us have them. Even though 
we know logically that 
celebrities are not really 
our ‘friends,’ because we 
see them so often and 
have so much access to 
information about them, 
they sometimes feel like 
our friends. That can be 
handy when they accom-
plish great things and 
we can feel proud of and 
connected to them.  But it 
also means that when they 
get sick or die we grieve 
them much like we would 
a real friend.”

In our increasingly 
isolated society – a trend 
long before the pandemic 
– people are less likely to 
have the kind of family 
bonds and even the close 
friendships of earlier 
generations. Canadian 
adults spend some 24 
hours a week watching 
television, though the 
technology has changed 
dramatically. It’s no 
wonder, then, that we feel 
more connected to the 
people we spend the most 
time with: those we see on 
the screen.Another Yogi-ism – It ain't over till it's over – appears appropriate as the pandemic drags on.

Betty White’s passing 
on December 31 not 

only underscored the 
downer that was 2021 – we 
went into the year opti-
mistic it would be better 
than 2020, didn’t we? – but 
capped a bad year for fans 
of The Mary Tyler Moore 
Show. Last year also saw 
the passing of Ed Asner, 91, 
Cloris Leachman, 94, and 
Gavin MacLeod, 90, along 
with series writer Allan 
Burns and director Jay 
Sandrich.

As a slew of end-of-year 
reports informed us, they 
weren’t the only celebrities 
to pass away in 2021. 

It was a bad year for 
those of us who grew 
up with reruns from the 
Sixties and Seventies. 
Michael Nesmith of The 
Monkees died at the age of 
78. Clarence Williams III of 
The Mod Squad died from 
colon cancer at the age 
of 81. Veteran character 
actor Michael Constantine 
died at 94. Eddie Mekka, 
Carmine Ragusa on 
Laverne & Shirley, was 69 
when he died in Novem-
ber.

Fans of the ’80s show 
Night Court marked the 
passing of Charlie Robin-
son (court clerk Mac 
Robinson) and Markie Post 
(public defender Christine 
Sullivan).

The year saw the passing 
of Christopher Plummer, 
Hal Holbrook, Cicely 
Tyson, George Segal, Ned 
Beatty, Charles Grodin, 
Olympia Dukakis and 
Norm Macdonald.

Taking stock at year’s 
end is always tough. Those 
of us born in the TV age 
grew up with a wide social 
circle invented by Holly-
wood and beamed into 
homes round the clock. 
In many ways, we’re more 
attached to the people we 
see on TV than in those 
around us – our Friends 
are more real than our 
friends, in some instances. 
And when they die, either 
as actors or characters, 
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Going a little squirrelly waiting for the snow

ing season. Instead, this 
year we are well into the 
no-shoeing season.

This is not just bad for 
snowshoe sales and the 
places that depend on 
people using their trails. 
It is also really bad for red 
squirrels and the predators 
that rely on them. 

I know this is not some-
thing most people think 
about very often – or ever. 
But you have to look at it 
from an ecological point of 
view too. 

Red squirrels spend 90 
per cent of their time curs-
ing at things. And humans 
play an important part in 
that.

Fortunately, in autumn, 
the red squirrels have 
hunters and hikers to vent 
their frustration out on – 
generally with a string of 
squirrel curse words that 
would make a worldly 
sailor blush. And, while 
this is uncomfortable at 

times for us, it is good for 
red squirrel stress levels 
to get all of those frustra-
tions out. That’s important 
because any biologist will 
tell you we need a healthy 
red squirrel population to 
keep the food chain intact. 

Sadly, in winter, all that 
is threatened. Then, there 
are very few hunters or 
hikers. This leaves those 
little rodents with far too 
much time on their tiny 
hands and lot of pent-up 
resentment bottled up 
inside, which, along with 
seasonal affected disorder, 
makes for very stressed 
squirrels. These creatures 
say really hurtful things. 
The kind of things that are 
off-putting to predators 
and that could potentially 
disrupt the food chain. 

Predators have feelings 
too. Never forget that.

Enter the hapless snow-
shoer. 

In the grand scheme 
of things, a recreational 
snowshoer has very little 
practical purpose. Or at 
least that’s what most 
people think.

Yet, we play an import-
ant role in winter by 
providing meandering 
circular trails and by 
giving red squirrels a 
healthy outlet to vent their 
frustrations upon, which 
keeps them from going 
off on their predators and 
upsetting the delicate food 
chain.

Some of the longest and 
most virulent strings of 
curse words I have ever 
experienced have been 
unleashed upon me while 
I have been snowshoeing. 
And not just by the person 
whose snowshoes I just 
stepped on either. No, the 
red squirrels get in on it 
too.

True, I don’t always 
appreciate the comments 
they make about my 
mother, but I do take pride 
in knowing I am playing 
a small part in reducing 
their stress levels through-
out the long days of winter.

But it goes both ways. 
And, this year, if the snow 
doesn’t come soon, they 
are going to have to return 
the favour.

Like many Canadians, 
I am looking forward 

to that first snowshoeing 
trip of the season. This will 
occur sometime after we 
get a reasonable amount 
of snow.

I’m not saying the lack 
of snow is entirely my 
fault. I know a guy who 
bought a brand new snow 
blower too. But I will say 
this is how winter typi-
cally goes. You go to the 
basement and dig out your 
snowshoes and ensure the 
webbing and bindings are 
in good condition. You 
ready your day-pack and 
thermos. You look at maps 
and start envisioning 
routes and dreaming of 
the winter landscapes. You 
find the hat, mitts, and the 
snow pants you snow-
shoed in last year– which, 
by the way, also held the 
beef jerky you blamed 
your buddy for eating. 
(Sorry, pal.)

And, in response, 
Mother Nature gives you 
an inch of snow.

By January we should 
be well into the snowshoe-

The most popular new years 
resolution in Ireland is to learn 
a new party trick.

Ancient Babylonians started the 
tradition of new years resolutions 
over 4,000 years ago.

Eighty per cent of people 
break their new years 
resolutions by the second 
week of February. Only eight 
per cent are successful.

 ↆ LAST WEEK:  
TRUE: Old Year’s Day or Saint Sylvester’s Day are days observed in 
some countries on December 31. 
TRUE: On April 4, 1932 in Finland was marked as the most boisterous 
New Year’s countdowns in history — the country officially ended 
prohibition at midnight of December 31st of that year. 
LIE: Spanish people do not eat a churro on each chime of the clock 
in the countdown to new years. LaBamba isn’t the traditional song to 
usher in the new year either. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

hostility is self-sustain-
ing now, fed by fantasy 
statistics and deliberate 
scare-mongering.

There have actually 
been just three major acci-
dents in some 60 years of 
operation by hundreds 
of nuclear power plants, 
only one of which caused 
human casualties: Cher-
nobyl in 1986, where 28 
plant workers were killed 

and 15 other people subse-
quently died of thyroid 
cancer.

But nobody at all died 
at the Fukushima Daiichi 
plant in 2011 (although 
20,000 died as a result of 
the magnitude 9.0 sub-sea 
quake and the tsunami 
that devastated the city). 
Many more people die 
from coal pollution each 
and every day than have 
died from nuclear power 

→ FROM 8

DYER: Move away from nuclear has largely been the result of public pressure and scare tactics, not science
accidents in the entire 
past half-century.

Yet a vocal minority of 
Europeans are terrified of 
the technology, and they 
are so well organized that 
most European countries 
have banned nuclear 
power or are shutting 
it down now. (France 
and the UK are the great 
exceptions.) What can 
explain this strange 
behaviour on the conti-

nent that was once home 
to the Enlightenment?

I don’t know, but I once 
noticed that Europe’s 
anti-nuclear fervour plots 
nicely onto the witch-
hunts of the 15th to 18th 
centuries. Of the 40,000 
to 60,000 alleged witches 
hanged or burned, 
German-speaking Europe 
alone accounted for 
almost half, and it’s the 
heartland of anti-nuclear 

New Year’s
Resolution 

Promotion  
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sentiment today.
Never mind. We can 

forgive the Europeans 
for their anti-nuclear 
foolishness, because in 
most other respects they 
lead the world in cutting 
emissions. And outside 
Europe, the only note-
worthy countries that ban 
nuclear power are Austra-
lia, New Zealand, Taiwan 
and the Philippines.

There are currently 

52 new nuclear reactors 
under construction, most 
of them in Asia. A new 
generation of compact 
modular reactors that  can 
be assembled in factories 
and cannot melt down 
will be on the market 
in less than five years. 
The missing piece of the 
post-fossil-fuel puzzle 
has been found – and the 
Europeans can sleep in 
peace.
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AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

Business As of Jan. 1, the minimum wage in Ontario 
rose to $15 per hour from $14.35. Also as 
of that date, the Ontario government pulled 
the plug on fax machines in public service. 
The facsimile machine has been around 
since 1843, and it has lived on even as email 
transformed communications. Now, 1,500 
telephone fax lines will no longer be available 
for use by the province's civil servants.

The Region of Waterloo is partnering with 
Hourglass HR, a Canadian recruiting and 
staffing firm, to operate a vaccination clinic 
at regional headquarters, 150 Frederick St. 
in Kitchener that will be open seven days 
a week.

Minimum wage hike Vaccines 7 days a week

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

THE PLACING ON HOLD 
OF a planned connector 
road won’t stop any of the 
development currently 
in the works for Breslau. 
It’s a list that includes 
the eastward expan-
sion of the Thomasfield 
Homes subdivision, more 
central growth courtesy 
of Breslau Properties 
and the next phase of the 
Empire Communities 
subdivision in the south 
end of the village.

Both Thomasfield and 
Empire have existing 
subdivisions on the go, 
with new phases on the 
books, while Breslau 
Properties recently sold 
their subdivision land in 
central Breslau to Toron-
to-based Madison Group. 

“Empire and Thom-
asfield are both under 
way, obviously, thriving 
out there. They’re going 
full steam ahead. The 
market’s great and they’re 
trying to keep up, work-

ing with our staging. 
We’re seeing that growth 
happening, and we expect 
that to continue,” said 
Jeremy Vink, Woolwich’s 
manager of planning, of 
the growth in Breslau, 
which allows each devel-
oper 75 units per year.

Empire is looking to 
the next phase of its 
Riverland subdivision in 
the south end of town, 
while Thomasfield has 
lined up a much larger 
mixed-use development 
on lands adjacent to 
the existing Hopewell 
Heights subdivision. 
Along with industrial and 
commercial properties, 
the plan would see some 
900 to 1,100 homes built, 
depending on the number 
of apartments/multi-unit 
buildings.

Breslau Properties 
is proposing several 
hundred homes on 
properties located at 33 
and 37 Mader’s Lane, 
vacant lands at the end of 
Mader’s Lane, 118 Menno 
Street, 231 Woolwich 

Breslau development keeps rolling along

→ DEVELOPMENT 12

Some promotional material from Empire Communities touting Breslau as a place to live.

The disappearing 
middle class, consid-

ered the backbone of 
capitalistic economies 
(i.e., most economies in 
the developed world),is a 
phenomenon that’s been 
troubling societies for 
years. 

Disposable incomes 
shrink as households 
whose incomes fall in the 

middle of their country’s 
income distribution are 
squeezed by the likes 
of housing costs, taxes, 
transportation spikes 
and most lately the ripple 
effect of the pandemic. 

Householders socked 
away gobs of savings 
during the pandemic. But 
when life returns to some 
semblance of normal, the 

economy will once again 
look to middle-income 
earners to open their 
wallets. If their legions 
are declining and their 
expenses keep climbing 
though, their disappear- → ROBERTS 14

the 1,000-acre range, and 
there’s more of them than 
any other size farm. You 
see them when you drive 
in the countryside. They 
are everywhere.

Mid-size farms have a 
huge role to play in their 
overall contributions 
to local and national 
economies, and to envi-
ronmental preservation. 

Builders can’t keep up with demand as strong market remains for traditional suburban living; shifts to smaller communities

Negative messages about agriculture hurt mid-size farms
But they’re caught in a 
squeeze between rising 
costs of essentials such 
as machinery, energy and 
labour, and incomes that 
have risen as well, but are 
challenged to keep pace.

For decades, many 
farms grew in size to 
capitalize on the econ-
omies of scale. Prices 

from the rest of Breslau 
right now,” said Vink of 
the need for a connec-
tor road, noting none of 
the new development is 
contingent on that road. 

ance will continue.
A similar concern has 

surfaced in agriculture, 
related to disappearing 
average-size or mid-size 
farms.

It’s tough to exactly 
assign an accurate acreage 
figure to them, given how 
Statistics Canada data is 
chronically out of date. 
Likely though, they’re in 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

/MTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHSFOR $9.95

RENT SOFT WATER

CULLIGAN.COM
519-744-2248 | 427 GAGE AVE. KITCHENER

INFO@CULLIGANWATER.CA
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Street South and vacant 
lands on the south side 
of Menno Street. The 
western part of a connec-
tor road from Dolman to 
Fountain street will be 
built by the developer, the 

Madison Group., while 
the eastern portion now 
on hold would link to the 
new Thomasfield subdi-
vision.

“Thomasfield is 
developing, and those 

lands there right now. 
They’re split from the 
previous phase of Thom-
asfield subdivision by the 
Hopewell Creek in that 
environmental feature, 
so they’re kind of split 
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Paid for by the 
Government of Ontario

BOOST
UP.
Book your booster today.

Protect yourself 
against COVID-19.

It’s up to all of us.

Visit ontario.ca/covid19

In fact, it’s full speed 
ahead given the need 
and demand, says the 
president of Thomasfield 
Homes.

“We’re just having a 
tough time keeping up 
with the sales volumes 
that we’ve experienced 
over the last couple of 
years, trying to stay 
within our limit of 75 
homes a year,” said 
Thomas Krizsan. “We’ll 
be starting a condo proj-
ect in the new year, 
I think 104 units, 
in Breslau, 
which will 
be a little bit 
more afford-
able-type 
housing.”

Increasing the 
supply should also help 
with the affordability 
issue, he added, noting 
bringing more devel-
opable land online is a 
priority. 

“The region is trying 
to justify bringing more 
lands in the urban bound-
ary, which they desper-
ately need because there’s 
no way you can meet all 
your requirements for 
the growth that Waterloo 
Region is supposed to 
experience in infill and 
intensification without 
the aid of some greenfield 
projects.”

That sentiment was 
echoed by Paul Puopolo 
of Polocorp, the planner 
for Breslau Properties.

“Here we are in the 
middle of an affordability 
crisis, and we can’t get 
the stuff out there – we’re 
backed up,” he said. “My 
colleagues in the profes-

sion should be working 
twice as hard to speed up 
the planning process, but 
they’re not. 

“Supply is not an issue, 
I hear some people say 
– ‘What do you mean 
supply is an issue?’ Of 
course it is now, undoubt-
edly, and getting approval 
is a big issue 
too, a 

major 

issue.”
Provin- cial 

policy that focuses on 
density and infilling over 
traditional suburbs has 
its merits, the developers 
agree, but don’t recog-
nize the realities of the 
market.

“If you’re in your 30s, 
and you’d have a couple 
of children, it’s kind 
of hard to raise them 
on the 17th floor in an 
800-square-foot condo,” 
said Krizsan. “They want 
a backyard and a little 
bit of space. And there’s 
just not enough of these 
types of housing products 
that are available – that’s 
why we’ve seen the huge 
escalation in prices.”

“Not everybody wants 
to raise a family in a 
500- or 600-square-foot 

condo. So it’s going to 
be a challenge over the 
next 20 to 30 years as this 
region develops to still 
provide affordable areas 
for people to live,” said 
John Rose, president of 
Breslau Properties.

The pandemic has 
underscored that issue, 
with a migration from 
areas such as the GTA and 

other urban centres 
in favour 
of small-
er-town living 
as people 

seek out more 
space because 

they’re spending 
more time at home. 

Affordability and 
traditional single-family 
homes are an attraction 
for those working from 
home if they no longer 
have to commute to larger 
centres.

“This pandemic has 
caused revival in rural 
Ontario. Places like 
Palmerston are building 
out, places like Arthur 
and Grand Valley. These 
smaller places are actu-
ally doing very well as 
far as providing housing 
stock,” said Krizsan.

“A lot of the people that 
we’ve talked to, they said 
‘I’ve worked at home now 
for almost two years, and 
it’s worked out OK. You 
know what, if I have to go 
into the office for a couple 
days a week, it’s OK if I 
live a little further away.’ 
The perception of things 
has changed. People are 
moving further out to 
these  smaller communi-
ties for a better lifestyle 
and more affordable 
housing.”

DEVELOPMENT: Demand growing in Breslau as housing 
market shifts, with emphasis on smaller urban centres

→ FROM 11

Viggo and Otis (ages 7 and 3) built this snowman on Dec. 24 in the backyard of their Elmira home. 
Accessorized with fruits and vegetables, the snowman was named Fruit Frosty. Submitted

2022
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INFO@WOOLWICHCOUNSELLING.ORG

LEARN MORE AND REGISTER:

WOOLWICH COUNSELLING
CENTRE PRESENTS

519-669-8651

65 MEMORIAL AVE, ELMIRA

FOLLOW US

Tues. Jan. 18: 7-8 pm

Thurs. Jan. 20: 7-8 pm

Tues. Jan. 25: 7-8 pm

Wed. Jan. 26: 7-8 pm

Thurs. Jan. 27: 7-8 pm

Tues. Feb. 1: 7-8 pm

Mon. Feb. 16: 7-8:30 pm

Thurs. Mar. 24. 31, Apr. 7,  14, 21,
28: 7-8 pm

Thurs. Apr. 21: 7-8 pm

Thurs. May 5: 7-8 pm

Thurs. Feb. 17: 7-8 pm

Tues. Feb. 8, 15, 22, Mar. 1, 8,
15: 6:30-8 pm

Thurs. Mar. 3: 7-8 pm

Mon. Mar. 7: 7-8 pm

Tues. Apr. 5: 7-8 pm

Tues. May 3: 7-8 pm

Thurs. Jan. 27, Feb. 3, 10, 17, 24,
Mar. 3, 17 : 6-7:30 pm

Mon. Feb. 28: 4:30-6 pm

Ages: 10-12
Group 1: Wed. Jan. 26, 
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23: 5-6 pm 
Group 2: Wed. May 4, 11, 18, 25, 
Jun. 1: 5-6 pm Wed. Mar. 9: 7-8 pm

Wed. Jan. 12, 19, 26,  
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23, Mar. 2, 
9, 16: 10 am-12 pm 

Ages 4-7
Thurs. Feb. 24, Mar. 31, Apr. 28,
May 26: 4-5 pm

Ages 12-14
Mon. Mar. 28, Apr. 4, 11, 18, 25: 7-8 pm

Weds. Mar. 30, Apr. 6, 13, 20, 27:
5-6 pm

Mon. May 2, 9, 16, 30, Jun. 6: 5-6 pm

Wed. Jun. 15: 7-8 pm

WOOLWICHCOUNSELLING.ORG/
UPCOMING-EVENTS

Join us for our in-person and virtual programs promoting mental wellness this
Winter/Spring. Workshops and small group therapy sessions cover a diversity of topics
and are offered to children and youth, adults, and seniors. Thanks to the generous support
of local donors like you and other funding sources, these sessions are offered at no cost.

1420 KING ST. N, DOWNTOWN ST. JACOBS | 519-664-2905 

EVENT
JANUARYTHE

CLEARANCE

SALE STARTS MONDAY JANUARY 10

WE ARE
CLEARING

END-OF-LINES, DISCONTINUED
& SLOW MOVING PRODUCTS

IN ALL DEPARTMENTS
STORE HOURS:

Mon, Wed, Thurs 8 to 6
Tues, Fri 7 to 6
Sat 8 to 5
Sun 12 to 5
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Constituency Office
519-669-2090 

mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org
mikeharrismpp.ca

Wishing you  
and your family a  

HAPPY  
NEW YEAR!

DESKTOPS LAPTOPS TABLETS / IPADS ACCESSORIES PARTS
Your full-service computer
depot for a digital world.

Find us online www.realitybytescomputers.com

ELMIRA
36 Oriole Pkwy E.
519-669-5551
FERGUS
920 St. David St. N.,
519-787-0006

WE REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

System
Upgrades

Virus
Removal

Backup &
Recovery

E-Waste
Depot

CHROME BOOKS | MACBOOKS | LAPTOPS | IPADS

JANUARY
WE ARE

OPEN FOR 
WALK-IN

BUSINESS

$89999 $39999

COME SEE US IN ELMIRA OR FERGUS TO CHECK OUT THESE GREAT DEALS ... and much m�e!

$49999

Lenovo Yoga 6
AMD Ryzen 7 4700u,

8 gig Ram, 512gb SSd
13.3” Touch Screen 

$17999

AMD A4-9120C APU 
 4GB x 32GB   

11.6” LCD  

HP CHROMEBOOK G8

Lenovo T440 
Intel i5 4300u, 1.9ghz, 

8 GB Ram, 500 GB HDD, 
14” screen, Win 10 

$27999

Lenovo 
IdeaPad! 

Intel i5 10th Gen CPU,
8 GB Ram, 512GB SSD, 

14” HD Screen
Windows 10 Home 

$59999

Apple 
Macbook

Air! 
Starting at

WOW!

SAVE 
$120!

iPad 5
32 GB

BLOWOUT!

Regular$29999

BLOWOUT!

Regular$119999

BRAND
NEW!

BRAND
NEW!

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

 
Meals on Wheels • Transportation 

Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance
Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs

Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

farmers received for their 
commodities were low, 
especially for grains and 
oilseeds, so they had to 
grow to be efficient and 
derive the income they 
needed. Some farms 
became very big. But 
many grew only incre-
mentally, staying what is 
still regarded as mid-size.

More recently, as 
commodity prices rose, 
some of these farms have 
stabilized. In fact, farm-
ers’ net cash income rose 
nearly 22 per cent in 2020, 
according to Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada.

But profile-wise, 
so-called average farms 
have given way to much 
smaller, specialized 
farms. Volume-wise, 
small farms are less 
productive. So what 
comes off their fields or 
out of their barns is more 
expensive. Consumers 
willingly pay, though: 
they identify with what 
they believe are small-
farm values and tradi-
tional food production by 
family farms.

Ironically, those values 
are, and have always been, 
the domain of mid-size 
farms, too, and most large 
farms. Overwhelmingly, 

they are owned and oper-
ated by families, not by 
corporations as naysayers 
would have you believe.

However, the agri-
culture sector has been 
unable to create a baseline 
of public understanding 
about commercial farm-
ing. That’s created confu-
sion and left consumers 
vulnerable to slanted and 
scurrilous messages from 
activists about how farms 
grow crops and raise 
livestock.

Now, red flags are 
being raised, at home 
and abroad, about how a 
disproportionate focus on 
small farms threatens the 
agri-food industry. 

For example, in the 
most recent edition of 
Irish Farmers Monthly, 
Pat McCormack, presi-
dent of the Irish Creamery 
Milk Suppliers Associ-
ation, describes what 
he calls a “make-your-
mind-up” moment involv-
ing mid-size farms.

“We either actively 
support [mid-size] 
commercial family farms 
or we are going to end up 
with hobby farms at one 
end and factory-farm 
units at the other, with 
nothing worth mention-
ing in between,” he says.

According to McCor-
mack, the media doesn’t 
understand the agri-
culture continuum. 
And through what he 
calls “negative media 
messages,” he thinks 
government policy is 
leaning towards support-
ing convenient and 
colourful sound bites 
and photo ops with small 
farms, instead of address-
ing real problems in the 
sector.   

Something similar is 
happening in Canada. In 
a policy paper from the 
Guelph-based Canadian 
Agri-Food Policy Insti-
tute, author Al Mussell 
says mid-size farms need 
to be supported to offset 
size the disadvantages 
they face. Marketing 
efforts must be created 
that are more amenable to 
mid-size farms, he says.

I’m not one to blame the 
media – it reports on what 
it’s told. And maybe some 
of the recent announce-
ments supporting 
communications between 
farmers and consumers 
will start to help make a 
difference. But unless that 
happens, expect mid-size 
farms to continue to be a 
question mark to people 
everywhere.

ROBERTS: The sector has been unable to provide 
the public with an understanding of commercial farming

→ FROM 11
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Seven days.  
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

Classifieds
Please call  or email for display advertising 
quote for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real Estate, 
Public Notices and Obituaries.

Please talk to our ad dept for pricing and to 
order a Pro Services Directory.

Family Album Announcements pricing and 
info can be ordered online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
Jacob Auctions Ltd. 

519-348-9896

 ONLINE 
AUCTION SALE
Held at 2827 Hutchison Rd. ½ mile north of the 
Hamlet of Crosshill (gravel road, stone house)

Antiques, Collectibles, Textiles, Toys,  
Farm literature, large quality coin collection, 

furniture, tools, etc.
For Elmer and Beatrice Sauder,  

plus numerous additions
Auction starts to close 

MONDAY, JANUARY 10TH AT 6 P.M.
950 LOTS INCLUDING – Eby Show towel, 
signed Fraktur, hook mats, pottery, Woodstock 
Merchant crock, Brantford CW jug, 150 toys 
(farm tractors, tractor trailers, coin banks, old 
tin trucks), 75 pieces of farm literature, tools 
(some new), coin collection (185 lots, includes 
pure gold & fine silver from Royal Canadian 
Mint), kitchen collectibles, etc.
NOTE – Pickup is at 2827 Hutchison Rd. 
Crosshill. Pickup Tuesday Jan 11th from 
9:00am to 5:00pm and Wednesday Jan 12th 
9:00am to 12:00 noon. Furniture to be picked 
up Wednesday only. 
PREVIEW BY APPOINTMENT by calling 
Greg at 519-699-4451. Coin preview Jan 7 & 
8 only.  
FOR CATALOGUE AND BIDDING go to 
jacobauctions.hibid.com

Help Wanted

Auction

PART TIME 
REGISTERED NURSE 

required for a busy medical office 
in Woolwich Township.

The successful candidate must be 
flexible to cover sick/vacation time 
plus some evenings and Saturdays.

Please submit resume to:
elmiramedicalclinic@gmail.com

Help Wanted

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Office
With staff working a mix of in office and from home, it is recommended that you use our 
services offered online or phone to book an appointment before visiting the office to ensure 
we are available to assist you. 

The following services can be accessed through our website:
• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, 

Trees, Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit
For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or call  
519-669-1647. For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
As per Ontario Regulation 263/20 all Township recreation facilities are closed and all rentals 
within these facilities are cancelled pending Provincial regulations.
WMC Memberships will be extended for the length of the closure.
Winter Registrations will be paused with monies credited back to account for the length of  
the closure.
We encourage residents to remain active by getting outside and enjoying our many parks 
and trails or visiting our website at: www.woolwich.ca/stayactive for games, crafts, virtual 
fitness and other activities to keep you engaged this winter.

Public Health Information
Getting vaccinated protects you against hospitalization and serious outcomes 
caused by COVID-19. Every single person who gets vaccinated helps to build up 
our wall of protection against COVID-19 in Waterloo Region. Get vaccinated today:  
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/GetVaccinated. You can also book your vaccination appointment 
through participating pharmacies or your family doctor.

 ↆSPORTS  SCORES

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

 ■ PeeWee U13AE
Jan/03/2022 vs 
Oakville Rangers
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: Jordan 
Martin
ASSISTS: Josh 
Wraight
 ■ Midget LL #1

Dec/17/2021 vs 
Wildcats LL#3
HOME: 7 VISITOR: 6
GOALS: Adam Pauls 
(2), Tristan Kraemer, 
Hudson Haycock, 
Lucas Radler, 
Preston Hackert, 
Joe Scheifele
ASSISTS: Jett 

Renon, Michael 
Charbonneau, 
Liam Hunter, Lucas 
Radler, Owen 
Hackert, Adam 
Short
 ■ Midget LL #1

Dec/20/2021 vs 
Wildcats LL#4
HOME: 7 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Sam Goebel, 
Lucas Radler (2), 
Adam Pauls (2), 
Preston Hackert, 
Tristan Kraemer
ASSISTS: Preston 
Hackert, Liam 
Hunter, Tristan 
Kraemer, Joe 
Scheifele, Owen 
Hackert

Help Wanted
MAINTENANCE AND 
REPAIR PERSON FOR 
commerc ia l  and 
residential. Flexible, 
Part time basis Jan 
- March and then as 
needed/on call. Must 
be a handy, jack of all 
trades individual. Call  
519-664-3688 EXT 5.

Work Wanted
LOOKING FOR WORK 
E V E R Y  S E C O N D 
weekend. Experience 
in shipping, main-
tenance, QA, pack-
aging, production, 
customer service, 
have SmartServe. Joel 
519.496.3359.

For Sale
BUSY BEE QUILTS 
ELMIRA 519 669 3441 
WinterSale Dec 27 
to Jan 15, 2022. 
Discounted prices on 
100% Cotton, Polyes-
ter, Polycotton, Flannel, 
Fleece, Queen Quilt 
Batt, Hosiery, Vinyl 
Tablecloth. Closed for 
inventory Monday Jan 
3, 2022

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Farm 
Services

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Farm 
Services

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George Haff-
ner Trucking 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or email  
ron.spncr@gmail.com

Trust in the Observer. Delivering the local market for more than 25 years.Trust in the Observer. Delivering the local market for more than 25 years.

LOCAL
LIKE YOU.
LOCAL
LIKE YOU.

519-669-5790 ext104
donna@woolwichobserver.com

The 2021-22 Media Kit is in the mail to area 
businesses. We appreciate your business.

 Plan a robust 2022 advertising 
campaign using the #1 local media 
 Plans to accommodate all budgets

Include your 2021 baby in
BABIES OF THE YEAR!

100% LOCAL

Order and pay online at:
observerxtra.com/babies
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 ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions 

Pest control with 
residual built in 

Serving KW and 
surrounding area

Thorncreek Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest 
Management 

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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•  Indoor & Outdoor Signage
•  Huge assortment of materials to print on
•  Laminating, sewing, wind slits, grometting available
•  Hardware included •  Installation available

Car Wraps
Also Available!

 

WE DO SIGNS 
OF ALL KINDS!

Specializing in Posters,  Banners 
& Trade Show Booths

Lawn Bag Signs

Call for a copy of our
Idea Guide for a full listing

of available products 

•  With or without UV gloss (1 side)
•  Single sided •  Full Colour • 12 pt C1S stock
•  Print ready file

MY COMPANY

MY NAME

my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555Fax: 555-555-5555my@email.com
www.mydomain.com
  

500 FULL COLOUR
BUSINESS CARDS

Our Everyday Low Price!

Make a 
Great First Impression

at a Great Price!

29$ 99
plus tax

DOOR
HANGERS
Catch the attention of your
prospects and drive trac 
to your business!

Large enough to include 
plenty of information, but 
small enough to provide budget 
friendly pricing and easily 
distributed.

NEWSLETTERS
Get Your Message Out
And Keep People
Informed!
• We have an In-house 
  Graphics team to help
  with the perfect design,
  or supply your own
  print-ready file

Call Today to Get Started!

Retractable Banners

• These banners are excellent for trade shows and  
   presentations
• They are a�ordable, lightweight, durable and easy 
   to setup or take down
• Includes padded carry bag • Full colour, single sided

AS LOW AS

$12995
Call today 

for more information!
Our consultants are always available 

to price your project!

Raptor, Magnum, Frontier, Extreme Frontier

ARTWORK
EXTRA

• Family History Books • Cookbooks
• Manuals • Catalogues 
• Children’s Books

Inquire about our
Publishing Packages

and free Author’s Guide

Have You Written A Book? 
We can help you get your book  into print!

M&T Printing Group is Ready to Serve You
675 DAVENPORT RD., WATERLOO • 519-804-0017

www.mtprint.com

Last Name,
First Name

Birth Date  |  Town
Parents Names

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2021
Monday, January 10, 2022Deadline for submission & payment

+hst
$40BOOK 

NOW!
BOOK 
NOW!

Full colour photo of 
your little one published 

in the January 13, 
2022 edition.

Full colour photo of 
your little one published 

in the January 13, 
2022 edition.

Submit photos & caption information to:  observerxtra.com/babies/Submit photos & caption information to:  observerxtra.com/babies/

As the COVID-19 
pandemic continues to 
evolve and the Omicron 
variant spreads rapidly, 
public access to all Water-
loo Regional Police Service 
facilities are now limited, 
police said in a release. 

The closures will not 
impact essential services 
to the community, as 
officers will continue to be 
dispatched to emergency 
and non-emergency calls 
on a priority basis. 

“While some of our 
services have been altered 
to ensure the safety of the 
public and our members, 
we remain committed to 
serving the community 
and doing our part to curb 
the spread of COVID-19,” 

said Chief Bryan Larkin. 
“I want to reassure the citi-
zens of Waterloo Region 
that your police service 
has a strong pandemic 
operational plan to ensure 
emergency services 
across the region.”

To help contain the 
spread of COVID-19, 
Headquarters, North, 
Central and South Divi-
sions are closed, however, 
entry will be allowed for 
screened citizens. The 
Police Reporting Centre 
remains open, although all 
visitors will be screened 
prior to entry. 

In the event of an emer-
gency, please call 9-1-1. 
For non-emergencies, call 
519-570-9777. 

DECEMBER 26

3:07 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report from Gerber Mead-
ows Drive, Wellesley of 
multiple gas drive-offs. The 
gas drive-offs involve two 
stolen vehicles. One vehi-
cle is a grey Mercedes Benz 
GLK SUV. The other vehicle 
is a Jeep Grand Cherokee. 
Both vehicles were used in 
the thefts and the owners 
had previously reported 
the vehicles as stolen. The 
investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. 

DECEMBER 27

 1:19 PM | A victim reported 
to police that their vehi-
cle was entered sometime 

between December 24 at 3 
p.m., and December 25 at 
3 a.m. in the area of Three 
Bridges Road in Woolwich 
Township. The investiga-
tion is ongoing. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

4:51 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to the scene of a single-ve-
hicle collision in the area of 
Speedvale Avenue West 
near Woolwich Guelph 
Townline in Woolwich Town-
ship. The driver lost control 
of their vehicle when they 
attempted to avoid another 
car by swerving. The vehicle 
left the roadway, clipping a 
mailbox and striking a hydro 
pole. As a result of the colli-
sion, the vehicle had moder-
ate damage and the hydro 
pole had minor damage. 

There were no reported 
physical injuries. 

DECEMBER 29

5:19 PM | A report of a 
break-in brought police to a 
Hillfield Drive, New Hamburg 
residence. A garage was 
entered on the property and 
personal items were stolen. 
The investigation is ongo-
ing. Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call police 
at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

DECEMBER 31

2:45 PM | An unknown 
suspect attended a resi-
dence on Second Street near 
Snyder Avenue in Elmira 
earlier in the day and stole a 
package from a front porch. 
The suspect is described as 
a white male, approximately 

20 to 30 years of age, 5’10”, 
with a thin build. The male 
was wearing a black hat, a 
black hoodie with the hood 
up, and running shoes with 
red soles. The suspect was 
seen leaving the area in a 
silver pickup truck. Anyone 
with information is asked to 
call police at 519-570-9777 
or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

JANUARY 1

1:55 PM | A resident 
reported that early in the 
morning, an unknown 
suspect entered a vehi-
cle parked in a driveway in 
the area of Snyder Avenue 
and Sunset Place in Elmira 
and stole personal items.  
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T
Police close facilities in 
response to latest lockdown
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RICKARD, Roy Alastair
On December 28th, 2021 at St. Mary’s 
Hospital, Kitchener.  Survived by his 
wife, partner, and best friend Patricia 
Rickard (née Lloyd) of Elmira and 
son Andrew Rickard (Kimberly) of 
Montreal, Quebec.  Also survived by 
sisters-in-law Jean Lundy (Bing) and 
Joyce Osborne (Chuck), brothers-
in-law Bruce Lloyd (Sharon) and 
Brian Lloyd, and by many nieces and 
nephews. He will be greatly missed by 
all. Predeceased by his parents the Rev. 
Roy and Helen Rickard (née Clarke) 
of Belleville, and his sister Patricia 
Prest (Glenn) of Margaretsville, Nova 
Scotia.  Al earned three university 
degrees in history before entering 
the life insurance industry in the 
early 1970s. For several years he was 
the head of the Estate and Financial 
Planning Service at Mutual Life of 
Canada, later rebranded as Clarica. 
After the company was taken over 
by Sun Life, he became Assistant 
Vice President of Government and 
Industry Relations. He also served 
as chairman of the Canadian Life 
and Health Insurance Association’s 
standing Committee on Distribution 
and Intermediaries for 16 years. In 
2007 he received FP Canada’s Donald 
J. Johnston Award in recognition 
of his contribution to the financial 
planning profession.  Separate from his 
regular employment, Al founded the 
Canadian Journal of Life Insurance, a 
magazine that accepted no advertising 
and focused on issues that other trade 
publications mostly chose to avoid. 
Al became very knowledgeable about 
the life insurance business and 
his opinions and suggestions were 
sought out by industry leaders in both 
Canada and the United States. After 
he retired in 2009, Al continued to 
share his thoughts on his blog, where 
many readers discovered books and 
authors as a result of his excellent 
reviews. He will be remembered for 
his sharp mind, dry sense of humour, 
and occasional recalcitrance.  At Al’s 
request, there will be no visitation; the 
family will gather privately at a later 
date. Special thanks to the wonderful 
nurses and doctors on the third floor 
who cared for Al with such kindness 
and compassion. Donations in his 
memory may be made to the St. Mary’s 
Regional Cardiac Care Centre.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

NEW LISTING

Perfect bungalow for an “empty nest-
er”. Open concept kitchen, dining area 
& L.R. 2 bdrms on the main flr. Master 
ensuite & walk-in closet. Mn flr laun-
dry. Huge finished rec rm w/gas F.P. 
Large games room. Roughed-in bath-
room. Cold room. Updated gas furnace 
& shingles. Well landscaped. New MLS 
$724,900.00 

2 Patrick Blvd, Elora

 ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

Martin, Abner S.
Passed away peacefully on Christmas Eve, 2021 at Nithview 
Community, New Hamburg.

Devoted husband to Ruth Maxine Martin and loving father to 
Brad (Donna), Dean (Jane), Yvonne (Kirk) and Barry (Pam).

Much loved grandfather to Courtney (Drew), Christine 
(Adison), Erica, Angus and Isobel – and great grandfather 
to Harlow and Oliver.

Abner outlived all of his siblings - Mildred (Abner B), Leonard 
(Fern) and Earl (Vera) but is fondly remembered by his many 
nieces and nephews.

Abner was born in the Elmira area in 1924. He grew up on his 
parent’s dairy farm and attended the Ontario Agricultural 
College. In 1944, Abner and some of his friends who were 
fellow Mennonite conscientious objectors went west to 
Saskatchewan and ultimately all the way to California to 
work on farms during the war.

On his return, with the help of his father David, Abner 
purchased his own dairy farm in Wilmot township in 1948 
and began a long and successful career as a dairy farmer. 
He and Ruth married in 1949 and were married for 72 years. 
Abner retired from the dairy business in 1977. 

Abner never really retired, though, and spent many 
productive years selling DeKalb corn and Alpine fertilizer 
to the farming community in the Kitchener Waterloo area. 
Abner was passionate about farming, particularly cropping 
and was a great source of advice and counsel to his fellow 
farmers and his customers.

Abner was also passionate about lawn bowling and spent 
many happy hours with his fellow lawn bowling enthusiasts 
at the New Hamburg Lawn Bowling Club, culminating in a 
headline in the New Hamburg Independent, titled “Martin 
wins again” of which he was very proud.

Abner was also a long-standing elder of the Shantz Mennonite 
church and along with Ruth, assisted at many church 
functions and funerals over the years.

Abner will be remembered by his family and all who knew 
him as an outstanding gentleman who always had time to 
talk, whether it was a business or political conversation or 
a chat with one of his grandchildren. His deep chuckle was 
always a sign that he was enjoying his time with you.

He will be sorely missed but his ever-present optimistic view 
of life brightened all of our days and will ensure that he will 
not be forgotten.

A small family service was held on January 2nd, 2022, 

with an interment following at Shantz Mennonite Church. 
The family intends to have a memorial service for Abner in 
the spring.

The family would also like to express thanks to the staff 
at Nithview Community – and especially Joy – for their 
excellent care.

As expressions of sympathy, donations would be accepted 
to the Mennonite Central Committee or the Nithview 
Community.

Personal condolences and donation information available at 
www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca 

 ❖ www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca 
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 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

 ↆPUZZLE SOLUTIONS

C A L E N D A R

Death Notices

BOWMAN, ALVIN - (1945 - 2021) –Alvin Bowman of Gowan-
stown, entered into the presence of his Lord on Monday, 
December 27, 2021 at the Listowel Memorial Hospital at the 
age of 76. Alvin was born in Woolwich Township on January 
26, 1945.

HERTEIS, ARLENE ELIZABETH - Passed away on Monday Janu-
ary 3, 2022 at Hospice Wellington in Guelph, Ontario at the age 
of 81 years. Arlene was a lifetime resident of St. Clements, ON.

KOMER, MICHAEL PAUL- Passed away unexpectedly on Sunday, 
January 2, 2022, at Stratford General Hospital, Stratford. 
Michael Komer of Wellesley at the age of 66 years.

MAGDALENA "LENA" WIDEMAN - In her 100th year Lena went 
to be with her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ on December 31, 
2021 in Cowansville Quebec.

MOSER, FLORENCE ADELINE - Passed away at 99, in her 100th 
year. She lived a full and creative life as a wife, loving mother, 
grandmother and great grandmother.

observerxtra.com/snowdayUpload your
photos here:

1. Make a snow 
    creation & name it.
2. Take a picture with 

creator(s).
3. Upload photo.
4. See it in the 

Observer & online.

Get creative outdoors, snap
a picture and send it to us.
Get featured in the paper.

Include your 2021 baby in 
the Observer’s annual

BABIES OF THE YEAR!
Order and pay online at:

observerxtra.com/babies
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Arbuckle, David Ross 
Peacefully passed away with his 
family by his side on Wednesday, 
December 22, 2021 at the age of 74. 
Ross is survived by his loving wife Jean 
(Day) of 50 years, devoted family Patti 
and Dave Gear, and Ann Arbuckle, 
cherished grandsons Andrew, Michael 
and Mason. Sister-in-law Teresa Day, 
nieces and nephews, cousins, and 
close friends who were his extended 
family. Predeceased by his parents 
Mildred and Stinson Arbuckle, baby 
girl (stillborn), mother-in-law Marie 
Day, nephew Dennis Day, sister-in-
law Marilyn Day, and many aunts 
and uncles. He started his career at 
Duff transport in 1966 and bought 
his first truck in 1973. Ross was an 
owner-operator for 39 years. He had 
11 trucks starting with ‘Miss Jeannie 
1’.This was the beginning of a life 
behind the Wheel. King of the road 
he was. He then worked for Mardale 
Transport Ltd., Rock Road Ltd., Weigel 
Transport Ltd., Christie Transport, 
and Bridgeland Terminals Ltd. Where 
ever he worked, there was always time 
for counselling sessions in the drivers 
room or at the house, and we can’t 
forget the famous Uniroyal-Weigel ball 
games. When Ross started working for 
BTL, he didn’t have the hard physical 
work as in the last years. The 18 wheeler 
going down the road, ‘gotta get there 
early with another load!’ When Ross 
tuned 65, being home every night 
had its challenges at first, but he soon 
found out he had spare time! He had 
more time to do counselling, cutting 
grass, helping anyone and everyone, 
having social time, and sitting on the 
front porch with Vern. We had time 
for enjoying family vacations, going 
on cruises, camping, but most of all as 
the grandsons started playing hockey, 
Papa was at the rink. This was where 
he was, cheering them on - “shoot 
the puck, don’t get fancy, just shoot 
the puck.” On the eve of his passing, 
Andrew had a game and he got the 
first goal – “for you Papa, for you.” 
We realize this is indeed a shock to 
everyone who knew Ross. He was very 
healthy except for when he started 
having trouble breathing and soon 
found out he had an aggressive lung 
disease called fibrosis. The prayers we 
have all felt over the last 17 days of this 
journey have given us the strength and 
comfort we have needed and will still 
need, and we thank you for that. Papa 
will be missed, but he is now at peace. 
Stay calm and cool, and enjoy the ride. 
Visitation took place on Wednesday, 
December 29, 2021 from 6-8 p.m. and 
on Thursday, December 30, 2021 from 
1-4 and 6-8 p.m. at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
A memorial service by invitation only 
was held at 3 p.m. on Friday, December 
31, 2021 at Gale Presbyterian Church,  
10 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. The service 
was livestreamed and can be viewed 
on Ross’ tribute page of the funeral 
home website. A spring interment 
will take place at Bethesda Cemetery, 
Moorefield. Memorial donations to St. 
Mary’s General Hospital Foundation, 
Gale Presbyterian Church, or the Lung 
Association would be appreciated and 
can be made through the funeral home. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Empringham, Alan Wray
Passed away peacefully on Tuesday, 
December 28, 2021 at Grand River 
Hospital – Freeport in his 93rd year.  
Survived by his loving family, wife 
Marie (nee Atkinson) of nearly 60 
years; children Sheila and Dave, 
Dorine and Jamie, Sylvia and Rod, 
David and Maria; seven grandchildren, 
three great-grandchildren, and sister 
Jeanne Allin. Predeceased by his 
parents William and Winnifred (nee 
Sibley) Empringham, brother-in-law 
Murray Allin and nephew Douglas 
Allin. Alan was born June 27, 1929 in 
Whitchurch Township. He farmed all 
his life, taking over the family farm 
and then eventually moving to the 
Monkton area in 1972. He enjoyed 
working on the land and was able to 
fix anything; he often created his own 
equipment to make work easier. Alan 
loved to tinker and read. He took up 
woodworking and made many pieces 
of furniture for the family once retired. 
He had a great sense of humour and 
loved a good joke. Alan loved to tow 
the camping trailer and he and Marie 
took many trips to different areas of 
the USA and several trips to the East 
and West coasts of Canada. He will 
be dearly missed. Visitation was held 
on Sunday, January 2, 2022 from 
1-3 and 4-6 p.m. at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., 
Elmira. A funeral service took place 
at 11 a.m. on Monday, January 3, 2022 
at Emmanuel Ev. Missionary Church, 
2 First St. W., Elmira. Interment 
followed in Elmira Union Cemetery. 
The service was livestreamed and can 
be accessed on Alan’s tribute page of 
the funeral home website. Donations 
to Alzheimer Society or Emmanuel 
Evangelical Missionary Church would 
be appreciated by the family and may 
be made through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

In loving memory of Jeff Heibein 
February 25, 1970 - January 3, 2021

Goodbyes hurt when the story is 
not finished, and the book has been 
closed forever.
Loved & missed everyday by Family  
& Friends

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

In Loving Memory of 

Carol Pagett 

Those we love 
Don’t go away

They walk beside us 
Every day. 

Unseen, unheard,
But always near

Still loved, still missed 
And very dear.

January 9, 2012 – January 9, 2022 

Lovingly remembered, Bill and families 

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M
In Memoriam In Memoriam

Obituary

Obituary

Griffiths, Patricia Ann  
(nee Patrick)

It is with great sorrow, but much love, 
the family of Patricia Ann Griffiths 
(nee Patrick) mourn her passing on 
Sunday, January 2, 2022. A graduate 
of the University of Toronto (where 
she met her husband Len), Patricia 
was a keen student of history and an 
avid traveller. She travelled the world 
with her family and shared countless 
wonderful moments with them. A 
reader, Pat could always be found with 
an Agatha Christie novel close by. Pat 
had a long career in banking, during 
which time she made many close 
friends in her colleagues, as her big 
heart and kind nature always shone 
forth. Pat was devoted to the church 
where she performed many ministries. 
A faithful Christian, she loved being 
in the church, and particularly 
loved singing some of her favourite 
hymns. Patricia’s greatest joys were 
her family and her faith. She will be 
lovingly remembered by her husband 
of 49 years, Leonard, son Scott 
(Theresa), daughter Tricia (Bahman), 
grandchildren Leo, Thomas, Evan 
and Michael; sister Deborah (John) 
Muldoon, sister-in-law Jean, sister-
in-law Joan, and all her nieces, 
nephews and many friends. Patricia 
will rest in eternity with her parents 
John Michael and Mary Patrick, 
and brother Michael in the grace of 
God. Many thanks to the staff at St. 
Mary’s General Hospital, Kitchener 
for their care and compassion. As 
were Patricia’s wishes, cremation has 
taken place. A memorial visitation 
will be held on Saturday, January 
8, 2022 from 1-4 and 6-8 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S.,  Elmira. Please call the funeral 
home at 519-669-2207 to register your 
attendance. Masks and proof of double 
vaccination are required. A funeral 
service will take place at a later date. 
In Patricia’s memory, donations to  
St. John’s  Anglican Church, Elora 
or the Salvation Army would be 
appreciated and can be made through 
the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Bauman, Annie 
Passed away on Thursday, December 
30, 2021 at the age of 76. Wife of Israel 
Bauman of St. Clements. Mother of 
Daniel and Elvina of St. Clements, 
Martin and Rebecca of Millbank, 
Norman and Ina, Magdelena and 
William Hoover, David and Annie 
all of Wallenstein, Rebecca and John 
Hoover of Linwood, Israel and Lovina 
of Newton, Henry and Velina of 
Wallenstein, Manassa and Selema of St. 
Clements, Annie and Martin Bauman 
of Wellesley. Sister of Levi (Annie) 
Hoover of St. Clements, Rebecca 
(Solomon) Bauman of Wallenstein, 
Martin (Matilda) Hoover of Linwood, 
Lydia (Amos) Martin of Linwood, 
Solomon (Nancy) Hoover of Proton 
Station, Nelson (Susanna) Hoover of 
Wellesley, and Manassa (Veronica) 
Hoover of Proton Station. Predeceased 
by her parents Martin and Rebecca 
(Bauman) Hoover, three sisters, 
one brother and two grandchildren.  
Family service will be held at the home 
then to Centre Woolwich Mennonite 
Meeting House for burial and further 
service. Arrangements entrusted to 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Weber, Alice (nee Habermehl)
Peacefully passed away on Monday, 
January 3, 2022 at Barnswallow Place 
Care Community at the age of 91 
years. Beloved wife of the late Ralph 
E. Weber (2006). Dear mother of Roger 
and Darlene of RR 2, Wallenstein, 
Yvonne Dettweiler of RR 4, Brussels, 
Ross and Vernelda of Hawkesville, 
Steve and Carol of Arthur, Darrell 
and Sheila of Palmerston, Darcy and 
Lorna of RR 1, Elmira, Gary and Lori 
of Elmira. Also lovingly remembered 
by her 16 grandchildren and 19 great-
grandchildren. Sister of Doris Ermel 
of Hearst and sister-in-law Eileen 
Habermehl of Elora. Predeceased 
by her parents Albert and Martha 
(Bauman) Habermehl and her siblings  
Vera, Ada, Edna, Clayton, Erma, Ida, 
Beatrice and Leonard. Visitation will 
be held on Thursday, January 6, 2022 
from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at Floradale 
Mennonite Church, 22 Florapine 
Road, RR 1, Elmira. A private family 
interment will take place on Friday, 
January 7, 2022 at 10 a.m. followed by 
a memorial service at 11 a.m. Please 
call the funeral home at 519-669-2207 
to reserve your attendance for the 
visitation and/or service. Masks are 
mandatory. A livestream of Alice’s 
service will be available on her  
tribute page of the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home website. In Alice’s memory, 
donations to Alzheimer Society or 
the House of Friendship would be 
appreciated and can be made through 
the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living Here Students in Grades 4, 5 and 6 are asked 
to share what home means to them in 
a national writing contest that is now 
open and accepting entries. Three 
grand prize winners will each receive a 
$30,000 grant to help a local Habitat for 
Humanity build a place to call home for 
a family in need of affordable housing. 
www.habitat.ca

The 7,581 residential homes sold through 
the MLS system of the Kitchener-Water-
loo Association of Realtors in 2021 repre-
sent an increase of 18.3% compared to 
the record-setting number of sales that 
ended the year 2020. The average price of 
a detached home was $1,021,353, a 34.7% 
increase from December 2020.

The meaning of home Record home sales 

 ▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My 
daughter is turning 7 in 
a few months, and I am 
considering getting a tab-
let for her, especially giv-
en the increase in online 
learning. However, I'm 
unsure if this is good for 
her growth and develop-
ment, and I don't want her 
spending all her time on 
it. Are there ways to bal-
ance screen time while 
still creating a healthy 
home environment?

ANSWER: Children are 
spending more time 

Balancing screen time and creating a healthy home for children

online with hybrid and 
distance learning thanks 
to COVID-19. The good 
news is that there are ways 
to balance your child's 
screen time while also 
creating a healthy home 
environment. However, 
it is important that you 
take the steps needed to 
monitor screen time, and 
allow for physical activity 
and critical thinking.

Electronics are a prev-
alent part of everyday 
personal and school life in 
today's culture, which is 
fine, but there are health 
benefits related to reduc-
ing screen time, such as 
improved physical health, 
decreased obesity, and 
more time to play and 
explore.

It is important to note 
that the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics recom-
mends no screen time 
for children under 2, one 
hour per day for children 
2 to 12, and two hours per 

day for teens and adults. 
In your case, if you are 
worried about how much 
screen time you should 
allow your 7-year-old, try 
limiting to one hour per 
day.

Limiting screen time 
will allow you keep a 
closer eye on what your 
child is experiencing on 
social media and the inter-
net. It also will combat 
risks of obesity, sleep 
disturbances, depression 
and short attention span.

These tips can help 
you trim your children's 

screen time, and balance 
time for other healthy 
growing habits:

 � Be accountable.Set 
expectations and goals 
with your children about 
reducing screen time.
 � Be realistic. If you start 
to notice your children 
spending too much 
leisure time on screens, 
start with setting 
attainable goals. Instead 
of jumping right to the 
recommended one 
hour per day, start by 
cutting their screen time 
back a little at a time.

 �  Control content.
There are free and paid 
apps that parents can 
use to manage access 
to appropriate content. 
Some of these apps also 
can allow you to set 
controls based on age, 
and schedule permis-
sible screen time and 
automatic lock times.
 � Create electronic-free 
zones in the home, 
such as family meal 
areas. This will help 
manage expectations.
 � Maintain a good 

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

ELMIRA RESIDENT 
KYLE MCLEOD IS a fan 
of electric cars, an early 
adopter of a technol-
ogy that will eventually 
become the norm as 
automakers shift away 
from the internal combus-
tion engine over the next 
decade or so.

As part of that transi-
tion, he says, municipal-
ities such as Woolwich 
Township have a role to 
play, namely ensuring 
that charging stations are 
plentiful enough to meet 
the growing demand. He’s 
calling on the township to 
install chargers in public 
places and to require the 
likes of new commercial 
and multi-residential 
buildings to include elec-
tric vehicle (EV) charging 
infrastructure.

“People who do own 
EVs, a lot of us focus on 
shopping at businesses 
that do have public 
charging. So, like for me, 
I seek out going to The 
Boardwalk [in Water-

loo] because they have 
multiple chargers in that 
complex, where I can go, 
I can charge up, I can do 
my shopping – it drives 
economic success to those 
businesses that install 
public use chargers,” said 
McLeod.

“There is still this 

Making a case for electric vehicles

→ EV 24

The owner of an electric vehicle, Elmira resident Kyle McLeod is a big booster of the technology. Justine Fraser

Elmira’s Kyle McLeod pitches charging-station plan to Woolwich council as a way to encourage transition to greener options

54,353 new zero-emission 
vehicles were registered 
in 2020, accounting for 3.5 
per cent of new vehicles in 
the country.

“If you’re going on a 
road trip or going shop-
ping, you can open up the 
plug share app and you 
can see actually where 

every charger is. There’s a 
notable gap in the infra-
structure when you get 
to Woolwich Township, 
there’s literally none. 
We do have a lot of EV 
owners in the township 
and people who commute 
to Kitchener or Waterloo 
but live out here. There’s 
just no charging infra-
structure whatsoever. It’s 
very disappointing. We 
need charging at busi-
nesses to support the local 
businesses and to drive 
our local economy,” said 
McLeod.

Not only do electric 
vehicles cut down on 
overall gas emissions but 
they cut down the price’s 
consumers are paying to 
fill up their cars. Although 
they typically cost more to 
buy, the average owner of 
an EV pays less than $530 
per year or about $1.45 
per day to charge at night. 
That’s much cheaper than 
gasoline-powered cars 
that can cost $2,500 or 
more per year to refuel, 
according to  figures from 
the Canadian Ministry of 

→ MAYO CLINIC 21

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Happy New Year! 
We are excited for what 2022 will bring and  
look forward to serving you and your family!

Safe winter travels and like always feel free to call  
us anytime with your questions or emergencies. 

519-669-1082
-Leroy’s  Auto Care

zero-emission vehicle 
infrastructure program 
through the federal 
government. This is 
literally the perfect time to 
start this infrastructure – 
the government is giving 
everybody 50 per cent off 
their installation until 
2024. We need to do this 

now for the environment, 
but more so than just the 
environment, for our 
future economy.”

Zero-emission vehicles 
are becoming more popu-
lar as more people see 
them as a way to combat 
climate change. Accord-
ing to Statistics Canada, 
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 ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

 ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

FRIDAY, JANUARY 7
 ▢ Turkey Dinner at the Elmira Legion. Menu includes 

turkey dinner with all the trimmings and dessert.$15/
person. Take out only with pick up between 5 p.m. 
and 6 p.m.To order call Donna at 519-669-5894.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 29
 ▢ Elmira Legion's Take Out Spaghetti Dinner. Pick up 

from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Menu: Spaghetti with meat 
sauce, caesar salad, roll, dessert. $13 per person.  
Order in advance call Donna Vervoort 519-669-5894.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT 
FUND: RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL 
NEEDS DUE TO COVID-19

On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Wool-
wich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide 
for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an applica-
tion process are in place, it should be noted 
that in unique, complex, crisis and acute 
circumstances funds may be provided at the 
discretion of the Fund Review Committee, 
assuming the core criteria of the fund are met.

Additional information:
Access to the Fund is available by contacting:

 � Community Care Concepts of Wool-
wich, Wellesley and Wilmot

 � Woolwich Community Services
 � Woolwich Counseling Centre
 � Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services
Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director,  

Woolwich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts

Donations to the WRSF may be mailed to 
Woolwich Community Services, 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, ON  N3B 2P6  or through the 
website on the WCS Donate page.

 ↆ S U D O K U

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

sleep routine.Sleep is 
an essential element 
of success for children. 
Aim for an early bedtime 
and a consistent routine 
of winding down. This 
includes no screen time 
leading up to bedtime.
 � Identify time for 
your child to be outside 
and playing.Getting 
outdoors and away from 
electronics is import-
ant. Play is good for 
your family’s health.
 � Build in daily exer-
cise.Though this may 
be during play time, 
exercise increases your 
endorphins, boosting 
your mood and improv-
ing physical health. And 
a healthy active lifestyle, 
away from electronics, 
can help your daugh-
ter maintain a healthy 
weight and prevent 
other health issues.
 � Spend quality time 
and engage. After work 
or school, spend time 
each day talking face-
to-face with your child 

MAYO CLINIC: There are big health 
benefits associated with putting limits 
on your children’s screen time

→ FROM 20 and give her your full 
attention. Remind your 
daughter of the impor-
tance of forming strong 
relationship bonds 
through in-person inter-
action. Engaging family 
time not only helps 
reduce screen time, but 
also builds a healthy 
home environment.
It’s OK for your children 

to have fun on their elec-
tronics here and there. 
However, it is important 
to remember imple-
menting small windows 
of screen time can have 
great health benefits and 
allow for quality family 
bonding. Balancing 
screen time and a healthy 
environment can seem 
like a challenge at first, 
but taking these simple 
steps and implementing 
these tips can be helpful 
in doing so.

Figure out the mystery letter to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:
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ACROSS
1. No more than
5. Propel, in a way
8. Stick for landing 

large fish
12. Bean counter, for short
15. 20-20, e.g.
16. A coffee liqueur
18. Dance, e.g.
19. Hand out again
21. "Baloney!"
22. Belief
23. "The Turtle" poet
24. Carry away, in a way
26. Increase, with "up"
27. Nervous twitches
30. Grinder
32. Frosts, as a cake
33. Warner Bros. creation
35. Unemotional
38. About
39. Multi-hull outrigger 

sailboats
40. Keys for tuning a piano
41. Despot's duration
43. Dadaism founder
44. "Comprende?"
45. Female incharge 

of a dinner
50. "___ alive!"
51. Wood sorrel
52. Laugh-a-minute folks
55. Platform for speakers
59. Cake topper
61. Tropical root
62. Spectacular 

entertainment

64. Junk E-mail
65. Famous Amos
66. Cousin of an ostrich
67. No-no: Var.
69. "___ to Joy"
70. Soul
72. French Sudan, today
74. Mill output
76. Coal container
77. Unwilling to take risks
81. Delay
82. The masses
83. Ashtabula's lake
84. "Star Trek" rank: Abbr.
85. Bad day for Caesar
86. Astern
87. Covet

DOWN
1. Standard map projection
2. Taylor Swift's 

2020 album
3. return
4. "Idylls of the King" 

character
5. His "4" was retired
6. Balloon filler
7. Violent weather 

condition
8. Unit of magnetic 

flux density
9. Garfield's vice president
10. "A pox on you!"
11. Grow dim
12. Simón Bolívar's 

birthplace
13. Shield

14. Certifies
17. "Dilbert" cartoonist 

Scott Adams has 
one: Abbr.

20. Boozehound
25. "That's ___"
28. Babysitter's handful
29. Unit of mass
31. Shady spot
34. Inoperative
36. Pudding ingredient
37. More free
42. Currency of Nigeria
44. Poetry term
46. Barrel part
47. Particle
48. Meets
49. Never-ending story
53. Deals in
54. Dependent on 

Sumortūn
55. Above and behind 

an altar
56. Inhabitant of Oxford
57. No _____ attached
58. Barber's job
59. Herbivorous lizards
60. Blah-blah-blah
63. Molecule of ammonia
68. Bull markets
71. Fungal spore sacs
73. "Fantasy Island" prop
75. Again
78. Crash site?
79. Christmas movie 

with main character 
named Buddy

80. Undertake, with "out"

 ↆ X - W O R D

 ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Stephen Roy, 
Mennonite Central 

Committee

9:30 am

Join Us Online
Each Sunday

woodsidechurch.ca/live

WOODSIDE

Aloo Gobi (Potato & Cauliflower)
 ▢ 1 medium-size 

cauliflower head

 ▢ 2 sweet pota-
toes, peeled bite size 
chopped

 ▢ 1 large onion or 
2 medium onions 
(chopped)

 ▢ 1 tablespoon fresh 
ginger chopped or 

pureed

 ▢ 2 large beefsteak 
tomatoes 

 ▢ 1 tsp. coriander 
seeds crushed or 
you can dry roast for 
strong flavour

 ▢ 1 tsp. cumin seeds

 ▢ 2 tsp. turmeric

 ▢ 1 tsp. garam 
masala

 ▢ 1 tsp. red chili 
powder and 1 tsp. 
paprika

 ▢ 1-2 green chilies, 
chopped

 ▢ Salt to taste

 ▢ Fresh coriander 
leaves to garnish

1. Cut cauliflower into 
small florets and potatoes 
into small bite-size pieces.

2. Add oil in frying 
pan. Heat to medium.

3. Add cumin seeds. 
Cook 2 minutes.

4. Add ginger. Cook 
for 2 minutes.

5. Add chopped onions. 

Fry until light brown. 
Stir occasionally. Add 
coriander leaves stems.

6. Add tomatoes. 
Cook until oil sepa-
rates from the sauce

7. Add (all) remaining 
spices and half coriander 
leaves. Stir thoroughly.

8. Add cauliflower 
florets and potatoes.

9. Add 2 Tbsp. of water. 
Stir. Cover the pan. 
Simmer on low medium 
heat till vegetables soften.

10. Break apart using 
a fork to taste. The 
aromatic flavours should 
transfer to tender 
cooked vegetables.

11.  Garnish with remain-
ing coriander leaves.

Something different 
to start off the new year

A brand new year 
and time to try 

something different 
in the kitchen. It’s still 
wintertime so this hearty 
vegetable stew might just 
do the trick! 

Some people like to 
have resolutions to cut 
down their meat intake so 
if you’re going to do such a 
thing, don’t compromise 
on flavour.

“Aloo Gobi” literally 
means potato cauliflower, 
which doesn’t sound 
like a likely or interest-
ing combination. This 
dish was originated in 
northern India and is 
jam-packed with flavour.

The three main ingredi-
ents – potato, cauliflower 
and tomatoes – are not 
traditional or natural to 

India whatsoever, but 
through centuries of 
world travel, not only 
have they been exposed 
to them, but are now used 
as part of their culinary 
repertoire.

This dish is both 
flavourful and has the 
potential to be a little or 
a lot spicy, depending on 
your preference. 

By omitting the chili 
peppers altogether you 
would still end up with a 
very robust dish, without 
a lot of heat. Sometimes I 
like to use green chilies in 
something like this as you 
can use them a little more 

freely.
The rule with fresh chil-

ies is to use the stoplight 
rule – green means go and 
red means stop. Stop and 
at least think about how 
much you want to use as, 
once it’s in there, then 
you’re committed! If you 
have trouble with commit-
ment, then ...

The idea of the end 
result is for the dish to be 
fairly dry and not so much 
like a soup.

I typically add a little 
water at a time so that the 
potatoes/cauliflower can 
actually cook properly 
without burning.

To make this dish 
completely out of control, 
you can try using sweet 
potato instead of regular 
as the recipe suggests.

CHEF   
DUFF  

Recipes from  
the chef's table

 ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of 
St. Jacobs, which hosts private events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast and lunch 
in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

Trust in the Observer. Delivering the local market for more than 25 years.Trust in the Observer. Delivering the local market for more than 25 years.

LOCAL
LIKE YOU.
LOCAL
LIKE YOU.

519-669-5790 ext104
donna@woolwichobserver.com

Advertising in print 
newspapers is 4 times more 
effective than social media, 
has increased memory recall 
and provides better brand lift 
— that’s not fake news.

Advertising in print 
newspapers is 4 times more 
effective than social media, 
has increased memory recall 
and provides better brand lift 
— that’s not fake news.

The 2021-22 Media Kit is in the mail to area 
businesses. We appreciate your business.

 Plan a robust 2022 advertising 
campaign using the #1 local media 
 Plans to accommodate all budgets
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Applesauce Mini Muffins
 ▢ Vegetable oil 

spray

 ▢ 1 1/2 cups (7 1/2 
ounces) all-purpose 
flour

 ▢ 1 teaspoon baking 
soda

 ▢ 1/2 teaspoon salt

 ▢ 1/2 teaspoon 
ground cinnamon

 ▢ 1 cup unsweet-
ened applesauce

 ▢ 8 tablespoons 
unsalted butter, 

melted and cooled

 ▢ 1/2 cup (3 1/2 
ounces) sugar, plus 
extra for sprinkling

 ▢ 1/4 cup apple cider 
or apple juice

 ▢ 1 large egg

1. Adjust oven rack to 
the middle position and 
heat oven to 375 degrees. 
Spray a mini muffin tin well 
with vegetable oil spray.

2. In a large bowl, whisk 
together flour, baking 
soda, salt and cinnamon.

3. In a medium bowl, 
whisk applesauce, melted 
butter, sugar, cider, and 
egg until well combined.

4. Add applesauce 
mixture to flour mixture 
and use a rubber spatula 
to gently stir until just 
combined and no dry flour 
is visible. Do not overmix.

5. Scoop the batter into 
each muffin tin cup with 
2 spoons (fill muffin cups 
to the top). Sprinkle the 
top of the muffins with 
a little extra sugar.

6. Bake until muffins 

are deep golden brown 
and a toothpick inserted 
in the center of one 
muffin comes out clean, 
12 to 14 minutes.

7. Place muffin tin on a 
cooling rack and let muffins 
cool for 15 minutes. Gently 
wiggle muffins to loosen 
from muffin tin and transfer 
directly to the cooling 
rack. Let muffins cool 
for at least 5 minutes.

These mini muffins are so sweet 
they’ll be the apple of your eye

A good snack to keep 
on hand, these mini 

muffins can be stored at 
room temp for a few days 
or frozen so you can have 
them whenever you need 
them.

If muffins are frozen, 
thaw at room tempera-
ture, and then refresh 
muffins by placing them 
on a rimmed baking sheet 

and warming them in a 
300-degree oven for about 
10 minutes. It's just that 
easy!

There are many kinds of 
apples - from McIntosh to 
Pink Lady, Fuji to Golden 

Delicious. Which ones are 
your favorites? "Heirloom" 
apples are apples that have 
been grown for more than 
50 years. The oldest kind 
of apple, the Decio, is from 
Italy. It dates back more 
than 1,500 years - a long 
time ago! A Roman general 
named Ezio supposedly 
took it with him as he 
chased Attila the Hun.

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes 
developed by professional test cooks and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com
69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405 8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca 45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

www.elmirainsurance.ca

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

“Beef Stroganoff” 
OR “Chicken Paprikash” 

Comes with buttered egg noodles 
and choice of apple slaw or Garden Salad

Family of 2 — $32    Family of 4 — $50

Ready to Heat Family Dinners 

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.caCall or Email 
to Pre-Order

Available January 12 – 15
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 � Breslau connector 
road put on hold; 
council balks at cost

The idea of spending 
some $30 million to build 

a road of unknown value 
saw Woolwich council put 
the project on hold Dec. 
14. The decision 
follows the 
previous 
week’s coun-
cil discus-
sion about 
a recently 
completed 
environmen-
tal assessment 
(EA) study for 

the so-called Breslau east 
connector road. The new 
route would run between a 

future Dolman Street 
extension at 

Fountain Street 
and Green-
house Road 
to the east. 
An estimated 
$14.5 million 

would be 
needed simply 

for an overpass to 

span the railroad tracks, 
an oversized project that 
would cover potential 
future expansion of the 
Metrolinx/GO Transit line. 

 � Woolwich eyes 
affordable hous-
ing project for 
Kiwanis House

The former Kiwanis 
House property in Elmira 
will be used to provide 
affordable housing under 
a township proposal aired 
Dec. 14. Woolwich is look-
ing to declare as surplus 
the land at 28 South St. W. 
If that goes through, the 
plan is to request propos-
als to develop housing 
on the site at the corner 
of Snyder Avenue, near 
the Woolwich Memorial 

Centre. 

 � Woolwich approves 
plans for hydro 
utility merger

The merger of Water-
loo North Hydro (WNH) 
with its Kitchener Wilmot 
counterpart got the green 
light from Woolwich 
council, moving 
the venture 
forward. 

The 
vote by 
council-
lors Dec. 
14 was 
the latest 
devel-
opment in 
merger plans 
announced Oct. 1, 
though WNH has been 
looking at merger options 
since 2017. The amal-
gamation would create 
the province’s seventh 
largest utility, based on 
the number of customers 
served – some 158,000.

 � Wellesley moving 
ahead with new 
recreation complex

Something for every-
one is not only the slogan 

for the fundraising 
campaign, it’s 
the goal of 
the new 
Welles-
ley 
Town-
ship 
Recre-
ation 
Centre 
which will 
offer a wide 
array of services when 
the $27-million project is 
completed. 

Council got the ball 
rolling in awarding a 
$26.5-million contract 
to Kitchener-based Ball 
Construction Ltd. to carry 
out the work. The proj-
ect will also use another 
$700,000 for the addition 
of green features.

 � Woolwich agrees 
to waive DC fees 
for St. Jacobs 
seniors’ apart-
ment expansion

Now under the supervi-
sion of MennoHomes, a 
planned expansion at 
Sprucelawn Apart-
ments for Seniors 
in St. Jacobs will 
enjoy savings 
of $192,000, as 
Woolwich council 
agreed to waive 
development charges 
for the project. 

The plan is to add 28 
units to the existing 

building, which 
would essentially 

double the size 
of the complex 
at 33 Front 
St., which is 
currently home 

to 30 units. 
Construction is 

expected to cost $6.5 to $7 
million.

 � Region 
prepares to 
ramp up vacci-
nation clinics

The Region 
of Waterloo hit 

a milestone in 
administering one 

million vaccinations 
since vaccines became 
available a year into the 
pandemic. The goal posts 
are shifting, however, as 
the Omicron variant accel-
erates the need for booster 
shots. 

 � Region sees 4.56% 
tax hike for 2022 
in passing budget

Increased spending on 
police, social housing and 
paramedic services will 
see Region of Waterloo 
residents pay another $96 
a year in property taxes 
in 2022 under a newly 
approved budget. That’s an 

increase of 4.56 per 
cent. 

That 
tax hit is 
based 
on an 
aver-
age 
home 

with an 
assessed 

value of 
just $354,500, 

with 3.3 per cent going 
to regional services and 
a 1.26 per cent for police. 
Regional council approved 
a 2022 police budget 
increase of $10.4 million, 
or 5.6 per cent, despite 
calls for larger cuts to 
help pay for other social 
services.
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Transport.
Tova Davidson, execu-

tive director of Sustain-
able Waterloo Region, says 
the townships are prime 
locations for EV chargers 
to help boost tourism in 
the future, drive more 
economic success for local 
businesses and help create 
cleaner air for residents.

“The people who 
are going to use those 
charging stations are not 
primarily residents of 
the townships; they’re 
people that come in from 
out of town because most 
people who drive electric 
will tell you that they 
drive all day and then 
they go home and plug 
in their car and then they 
drive the next day – they 
don’t think about public 
charging until they leave 
their home community, 
and then they need the 
charging stations. In 
Woolwich specifically 
you’ve got the market, 
you’ve got St. Jacobs, 
you’ve got Elmira, you’ve 
got all those things that 
are drawing people. There 
are draws for people 
coming out to the country 
from the city and the idea 
is that if you can offer 
them charging, and typi-
cally it’s for people who 

are higher income, they’ll 
feel comfortable to come 
out there, charge their car 
and know they can get 
home safely.”

One of the main reasons 
the proposal didn’t get 
a great response from 
Woolwich council was 
the concern about cost 
and how would public 
EV chargers be installed 
with new or pre-existing 
businesses. Davidson had 
a few solutions for the 
township on how to put 
EV chargers in new devel-
opments or parking lots 
under construction. 

“The most expen-
sive part of putting in a 
charging station is digging 
up the parking lot, trench-
ing it and running the 
wires. If the requirement 
is that every surfaced 
parking spot – must run 
the conduits to a certain 
percentage of every spot, 
that way when it’s time to 
put in the charging station 
it will cost so much less 
and the conduit at the 
point of development is 
almost nothing, it’s liter-
ally a plastic pipe that goes 
from where the electricity 
is to where it needs to be, 
that’s it. Run a conduit: 
it’ll save a ton of money 
and a ton of work later.”

Davidson advised a 

EV: Looking to make transition to electric easier
→ FROM 20 good policy would be to 

run the conduits while 
they are developing 
property in the town-
ships, adding it would 
be a cheap addition to 
projects as trenches are 
already dug up and all 
they’d need to do is run 
the conduit for later 
use for EV chargers. 
Those units could be 
programmed for vari-
ous uses, including in a 
pay-for-use capacity.

“Most of the charging 
stations enable you to 
program the charging 
station, so say during 
the workday, we’re not 
going to charge because 
it’s our employees, but in 
the evenings we want to 
make it publicly avail-
able, so we’re going to 
charge. You can tell it 
what to do.”

While many prefer 
to plug in their cars at 
home during the night to 
take advantage of energy 
price savings, many 
more public EV charging 
stations are popping 
up around the region. 
Forty-six new public EV 
chargers for the region 
were announced last 
summer by MP Tim 
Louis, with the units to 
be installed by the end of 
this month. 


