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COVID rates are rising again so... 

STAY SAFE BY VACCINATING 
AND KEEPING UP PRECAUTIONS

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

WHEN LORRIE MARTIN 
FIRST STEPPED in the 
Jakobstettel Guest House 
just a little over a month 
ago, she knew she had 
her work cut out for her 
if the building was going 
to welcome Ukrainian 
refugees.

Walking in, she was hit 
by the smell. It was stale, 
“like a house that had 
been closed for five years. 
If you go to a cottage after 
12 months, you know what 
it’s like. You need to open 

Jakobstettel 
building ready 
to receive guests
Volunteers prepare the long-vacant inn 
to receive Ukrainian refugees

→ JAKOBSTETTEL 24
Volunteers Dan Girardi and Lorrie Martin checked out the revamped Jakobstettel guest house during last weekend’s open house. 
Leah Gerber

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

ROGER L. MARTIN, 
NAMED THE world’s 
number-one thinker in 
business management in 
2017, and appointed to the 
Order of Canada the year 
before, describes growing 
up in Wallenstein.

“There were eight 
houses. Four on each side, 
because one house was 

attached to the general 
store, which was across 
the street. And then there 
was a blacksmith shop 
kitty-corner across from 
them, down the side road 
with a harness shop. And 
that was it,” he said.

Since his childhood 
in Wallenstein, Martin 
has gone on to become a 
world-renowned thought 
leader in business 
management. He advises 

the CEO’s of high-profile 
businesses such as Lego, 
Procter & Gamble, and 
Ford. He’s also the former 
dean of the Rotman School 
of Management at the 
University of Toronto. 
Yet, the signature blend of 
compassion and practical-
ity that comes from grow-
ing up in a small village 
outside Elmira shines 
through in his comfortable 
way of speaking, and his 

straightforward approach 
to business and the econ-
omy.

“I’ve always thought 
that there is an advantage 
of being from a place as 
small as (Wallenstein). 
Which is that, even as a 
young person you feel you 
kind of understand your 
context. Because it’s so 
simple, right?” he said.

 “So I think that helped 
me to go out into the world → MARTIN 5

Roger L. Martin, corporate guru, has advice for these times
and say, ‘you know, I can 
figure this out.’ And so 
I can figure out why the 
dominant management 
theories, these 14 of them, 
are deeply flawed, and 
here would be a better one. 
And I might be wrong, but 
I don’t say, ‘that would be 
an impossible task.’ So I 
think that had an impact.”

Martin’s latest book 
is entitled, “A New Way 
to Think: Your Guide to 

Superior Management 
Effectiveness.” It was 
named one of ten must-
read career and leadership 
books for 2022 by Forbes 
magazine.

The book is designed 
to be read as a guide book 
with a fresh approach on 
how to tackle the common 
problems faced by every 
executive. Though it’s 
written for executives, 

up the windows, you need 
to get fresh air flowing 
through the home again.” 

The place was mostly 
furnished, but needed a 
few more pieces, and there 
was some vandalism.

All told, the place 
needed much more than 
just a vacuum and a 
mopping. But then, the 
community stepped up.

WinMar Kitchener sent 
staff to industrially clean 
all 13 bathrooms and the 
basement. The ductwork 
and carpets were cleaned 
by AAA SteamCleaners, 
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SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE...SLEEP-EZZZ.CA

PLUS

FREE 
EXPRESS 
DELIVERY

THE RENAISSANCE 
LUXURY FIRM 
• 1200 Zoned Comfort Pockets
• Gel Quilt Foam Layer
• An Extra Layer of BioFoam
• Ice Viscogel Added Layer

TWIN SET $799DOUBLE SET $899KING SET $1499

QUEEN MATTRESS& BOXSPRING!
ONLY$999

KITCHENER
844 COURTLAND AVE., EAST

519-579-7778
AT THE EXPRESSWAY BESIDE 

JAMIESON TRUCK RENTAL
MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, SUN 12-5

WATERLOO
354 KING ST. N.,
519-746-5056

ON KING, SOUTH OF COLUMBIA 
IN THE AYRES BULK FOOD BUILDING

MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, CLOSED SUNDAYS

CAMBRIDGE
415 HESPELER RD.

519-624-2495
CORNER OF HESPELER & BISHOP

-ACROSS FROM MCDONALDS
MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, SUN 12-5

EVERY MATTRESS STOREWIDE

ADELINE 
EUROTOP
• 416-13 gauge spring 

coil system
• Organic Bamboo Cover
• Heavy duty fibre pad 

with lumbar support

BROOKLYN 
EUROTOP
• 416-13 gauge spring 

coil system 
• Organic Cotton Cover
• Heavy duty fibre pad 

with lumbar support

CHARLOTTE 
PILLOWTOP
• 600-13 gauge spring coils 
• Bamboo Fabric Heavy   

duty fibre pad with 
lumbar support 

• Edge Guard

TWIN MATTRESS $699
DOUBLE MATTRESS $749
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MEAGAN
POCKET COIL
• 972 Tri-zone Pocket Coils
• Parameter Foam Support
• Extra Lumbar Support
• Bio-Foam, Eco-Friendly
• Bamboo Fabric

PLUS FREE EXPRESS DELIVERY
NO TAX!

WHITNEY
2-SIDED
EUROTOP
• Flippable Mattress!
• 1166 Pocket Coils
• Viscose Foam Layer
• 2” High Density Foam
• Double Fibre Pad/Lumbar Support

ALEXIS
POCKET COIL
816 Zoned Pocket Coils 
with Gel Memory Foam
plus Memory Foam

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

SAVE 
$700

LISA 
PILLOWTOP
POCKET COIL
816 Zoned Pocket Coils 
with Gel Memory Foam
plus Memory Foam 
plus Latex

SAVE 
$800

GARNET
POCKET COIL
• Comfort Pocket Coils
• Bamboo Cover
• Insulator Pad
• 11⁄2” Bio Comfort Foam
• 1⁄2” Bio Trizone Visco
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SAVE 
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three There were 561 residential homes sold 
through the MLS system of the Kitchen-
er-Waterloo Association of Realtors in June, 
down 24% compared from a year earlier. The 
average sale price for all residential proper-
ties was $791,674, a 4.2% increase over June 
2021 and a 9.6% decrease compared to May. 
The average price of a detached home was 
$920,349, down 9.5% from May.

Hundreds of people – celebrities, golf-
ers and volunteers – took part in the first 
annual Dan Snyder Memorial Golf Tourna-
ment held July 13 at the Elmira Golf Club, 
raising $125,000 for the the WMC project. 
The lineup of some 148 golfers included 
members of Canadian rock legends The 
Tragically Hip, and a host of NHLers.
From the July 17, 2004 edition of The Observer

House prices falling From the archives

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners
Meatloaf or Ham includes:

coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert
Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm

July 15 & 16

pre-order

reQuiredThurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30
reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
July 20-23

Meatloaf or Saucy Garlic Chicken includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

Evening appointments available

73 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

Dr. Alice
Chen

Dr. Stephen
Morris

519-669-0012PHONE:

Optometrist Optometrist

(Beside the Clocktower Wellness Centre)
The store for newspaper readers. newsmart.canewsmart.ca

EDSS student Karsten Smith was named to the team Ontario football squad, which is heading to Sackville, NB. Bill Atwood

→ FOOTBALL 6

A newcomer to the sport, EDSS player 
named to Ontario team heading to NB

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

AFTER PLAYING 
FOOTBALL FOR THE 
first time last September, 
EDSS student Karsten 
Smith has been selected 
to play for team Ontario 
at next week’s U16 Easter 
Regional Challenge, held 
in Sackville, NB.

The Grade 9 student, 
who played hockey, was 
encouraged to try the 
new sport by coach Alex 
Derma.

“I started out. Obvi-

ously, I wasn’t very good 
when I started but the 
coaches that I had really 
helped me become better. 
And I guess I just have a 
decent amount of speed 
for the position I play 
that I can use that to my 
advantage,” said Smith 
who plays defensive line.

Smith played on the 
defensive line for the 
Lancers last fall and for 
the Waterloo Predators 
regional AA team this 
spring.

Predators defensive 
line coach Matthias Stein 

said Smith’s athleticism 
is what makes him stand 
out at the position.

“It seems like he has a 
good base of physicality. 
He’s got a good mentality 
for the game. And just a 
good base of athleticism 
that really just sets him 
apart from a lot of the 
other players. It seems 
like he just took really 
well to our coaching 
styles that we have put 
to him, so he’s just an 
awesome kid to try and 
coach and definitely 
learned very quickly,” 

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

IT’S TIME TO GET 
CREATIVE to increase 
climate resiliency and 
reduce greenhouse gasses 
produced on farms in 
Canada, according to 
a group of ecological-
ly-minded farmers.

Farmers for Climate 
Solutions is a group of 
farmers and supporting 
organizations advo-
cating their ideas on 
how to reduce on-farm 
greenhouse gas emis-
sions. They’ve created a 
report of the top actions 
governments can take to 
help farmers reduce their 
emissions, and help them 
become more resilient as 
climate change takes its 
toll on the industry.

The group is trying to 
raise awareness of this 
report now because the 
provincial and federal 
governments will meet 
later this month to plan 
out agricultural policy 
across Canada for the next 
five years.

The 19 recommenda-
tions are grouped into 
five categories: nitrogen 
management, manure 
storage and handling, live-
stock management, soil 
management and wetland 
and tree management. 
The report says that if all 
of them are implemented, 
it will lead to a 14 per cent 
reduction in absolute 
agricultural emissions by 
2028.

According to the 
National Farmers Union, 
methane from cattle and 
from manure storage, as 
well as emissions related 
to nitrogen fertilizer, are 

the top two sources of 
greenhouse gas emissions 
in Canada’s agricultural 
industry. The third is from 
farm fuels and energy.

Laura Northey is the 
government relations 
and communications 
manager for the Ecologi-
cal Farmers Association of 
Ontario (EFAO), a member 
organization of Farmers 
for Climate Solutions. She 
says farmers are becoming 
more and more interested 
in climate mitigation 
and resiliency on their 
farms, but the major 
hurdle to addressing these 
concerns is that a lot of the 
solutions include major 
upfront infrastructure 
costs, and require the 
farmer to take on the risk 
of trying something new.

Katrina McQuail is a 
certified organic mixed 
livestock farmer in 
Northern Huron County, 
and a board member of 
the EFAO. She raises all 
her livestock on pasture. 
She says the big chal-
lenge to farmers trying 
to reduce their emissions 
and increase their climate 
resiliency is the transition.

“Farming is already a 
high risk, financially very 
stressful thing for farm-
ers to be doing,” McQuail 
said. “And so, to ask 
farmers to make a change 
when they don’t know for 
sure that it’s going to be 
a success, and they don’t 
know how it’s going to 
impact them financially, 
is a really big ask.”

McQuail took over the 
farm from her parents, 
who started farming 
organically even before it 
had a name.

Group pushes for changes 
to farming practices to 
combat climate change

→ EFAO 5

Stein said.
Having played other 

sports has also helped, 
Stein added.

“That just gives a good 
basis of athleticism that 
just helped them succeed 
a little more quickly than 
other kids,” he said.

While he does have 
some decent size, his 
speed helps against 
bigger opponents, Smith 
said.

“Especially at my age, 
normally the O-linemen 
are a little on the slower 
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NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE AND PUBLIC MEETING
Proposed Amendment to the Regional Official Plan Regional Official 

Plan Review / Municipal Comprehensive Review (Phase 1)
The Region of Waterloo is seeking input from the community on a proposed amendment to the Regional Official Plan (ROP). 
An Open House and Public Meeting will be held pursuant to Sections 17, 21 and 26 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, 
c.P.13, as amended.

Open House
Date: July 19, 2022  
Time: 2-4PM & 6-8PM
Location: Regional Administrative Headquarters 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener
The purpose of the Open House is to share information about the proposed ROP amendment and to receive comments from 
the community. Staff will summarize any comments from the community in a future report for Regional Council’s review 
and consideration.
Please note that the same materials will be presented at each Open House. If you cannot attend the Open House, the virtual 
presentation slide deck will be available in the ‘Document Library’ on the Regional Official Plan Review’s Engage page at 
www.engagewr.ca/regional-official-plan.

Public Meeting
Date: July 27, 2022  
Time: 3PM  
Location: Virtual

Purpose and Effect of the Proposed ROP Amendment
The purpose of the proposed amendment is to update the ROP as needed to ensure conformity to current provincial plans, 
policies, and legislation.
The proposed amendment is to establish the planning framework in the ROP to accommodate Waterloo Region’s forecasted 
population and employment growth to the planning horizon of 2051. It would help guide strategic decisions regarding land 
use planning and a range of Regional services, including transportation, public transit, water and wastewater supply, public 
health, economic development, affordable housing and others.
The overall effect of this amendment would be to support Waterloo Region’s long-term growth and development in a way that 
addresses climate change, and achieve the vision for an equitable, thriving and sustainable regional community for all residents.
The proposed draft ROP amendment is available in the ‘Document Library’ on the Region’s Engage website at 
www.engagewr.ca/regional-official-plan, along with background studies, reports, and discussion papers. In addition, hard 
copies of the draft amendment, background studies, and reports are available for view in the Clerk’s Department on the 2nd 
Floor of 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener, Ontario.

Subject Lands
A portion of the proposed amendment (Chapter 1) would apply to all lands within the municipal boundary of Waterloo Region.
The balance of the amendment would apply to all lands included within the Urban Area, Township Urban Areas, and 
Employment Areas shown on Maps 1 and 3 of the amendment. Accordingly, no key map is provided.

How to Get More Information
To view the proposed ROP amendment and supporting background information, please visit our Public Notices webpage at 
www.regionofwaterloo.ca; click on the Regional Government tab in the top right of the homepage, and then select News 
and Public Notices or contact:

Brenna MacKinnon
Manager, Development Planning
Planning, Development and Legislative Services Telephone: 519-502-8298
Email: BMacKinnon@regionofwaterloo.ca 

How to Submit Comments
Please submit your comments by July 29, 2022 to Brenna MacKinnon at the above contact information.
If you wish to register to speak at the public meeting, please submit your request in writing to 
regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca by 4:30 p.m. by July 25, 2022. If you require accessible or technical services in order to 
participate in the meeting, please contact regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca at least five days in advance of the July 27, 
2022 meeting date.
Any interested members of the public are encouraged to view the Committee meeting via our YouTube channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgeIpH- 3_AjIgxKJJBMdwDA?view_as=subscriber). Interested parties are encouraged 
to submit written correspondence and questions prior to the meeting by emailing regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca.
All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and agencies regarding the proposed 
amendment are being collected to assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision under the Planning Act. Under the 
Municipal Act, personal information such as name, address, telephone number, and property location that may be included 
in a submission becomes part of the public record.

Notice of Decision and Appeals
If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Regional Municipality of Waterloo on the proposed ROP amendment, you 
must make a written request to the Regional Clerk, Regional Municipality of Waterloo, 150 Frederick Street, 2nd Floor, 
Kitchener, Ontario, N2G 4J3.
If a person or public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the decision of Regional Municipality of Waterloo to 
the Ontario Land Tribunal but the person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make 
written submissions to the Regional Municipality of Waterloo before the proposed ROP amendment is adopted, the person 
or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision.
If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the Regional 
Municipality of Waterloo before the proposed ROP amendment is adopted, the person or public body may not be added as a 
party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are 
reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.

Fair ambassador 
encourages others 
to run for the job

Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

AS THE CURRENT 
AMBASSADOR FOR the 
Wellesley Fall Fair, Avery 
Flynn is encouraging 
others in the township to 
put their names forward 
to be her successor.

“If it’s sort of in the back 
of your head that maybe 
that might be a good idea, 
I would say to go for it. 
You meet so many new 
people even just within 
the competition – there 
will be more contestants 
this year – and you could 
have that experience with 
the interviews and with 
the public speaking,” 
Flynn said of the experi-
ence.

“It’s different and hard 
to try new things, but 
that’s also a skill that you 
can learn with the ambas-
sador program to get 
outside of your comfort 
zone,” she added.

Last year’s process was 
an unusual one given the 
pandemic restrictions. 
Ultimately, Flynn was 
chosen as the ambassador 
following a competition 
last September, while the 
other competitor, Mason 
McCormick was chosen as 
an associate ambassador. 

It wasn’t the first time 
Flynn has taken an active 
role in her community as 
she has also participated 
in the Wellesley youth 
advisory council. 

Although the role of the 
ambassador was modi-
fied – no fair was actually 
held in 2021 – Flynn still 
looks back fondly over the 
experience.

“I’ve really enjoyed 

meeting a lot of new 
people, meeting the [fair] 
board, meeting [Mason] 
and learning new things 
about my community,” 
Flynn said.

Her experience as 
ambassador taught 
her the importance of 
community.

“I’ve just learned 
about how much goes 
on and all the different 
types of events that our 
community puts on. It’s 
the whole small-town 
experience, how the rural 
community gets together 
even though we are not 
as connected as an urban 
community. How we 
persevere through that to 
stay interconnected,” said 
Flynn.

The ambassador also 
had the opportunity to 
visit a local maple syrup 
operation earlier this year 
to learn more about one 
of the hallmark industries 
in the region.

“It was really inter-
esting because I sort of 
understood the main idea 
of how maple syrup is 
made but I never actually 
saw the whole system. 
I thought it was really 
interesting to sort of see it 
in my own community.”

Despite not being able 
to participate in the fair, 
there remain many take-
aways from her experi-
ence, Flynn said.

“We really persevered 
through that and we 
planned other events that 
we maybe wouldn’t have 
done in the past to get 
that involvement in… I’ve 
had the pleasure of creat-
ing a lot of new beautiful 

→ AMBASSADOR 6

Avery Flynn is the Wellesley Fair ambassador. Submitted
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$9.99

PORK BACK RIBS   

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$11.65 /lbOLD CHEDDAR

$5.99 /lb
Reg.$7.99/lb

/lb

MAPLE DALE

BONELESS

“Because of the way that 
my parents farmed since 
the ‘70s, when I took over 
our farm in 2016, we were 
already doing a significant 
number of the recommen-
dations that Farmers for 
Climate Solutions have set 
forward,” she said.

“My parents got the 
farm in 1973, and at that 
point, it was 100 acres. 
And every workable acre 
was in cash crop corn and 
had been in cash crop corn 
for 10 years.”

She says the land had 
experienced a lot of 
erosion, and that the soil 
was very clay-like. Her 
parents tried conventional 
chemical inputs.

“After a couple of years, 
it became really clear 
to them that they were 
spending lots of money 
at that point on chemical 
inputs because everyone 
told them that’s what 
they needed to do to be 
successful farmers.”

She says her parents 
decided to try re-creating 
natural systems in the late 
1970s.

“They had a few years 
of pretty miserable 
outcomes,” she said. But 
they regularly tested their 
soil to keep track of the 
impact their practices 
were having and have 
found that their soil 
became more resilient, 
and more organic matter 
accumulated in it.

“That’s because of the 
microorganisms in our 
soil actually being able 
to break down the plant 
matter and the manure 
from our livestock,” said 
McQuail, adding the soil 
is better able to endure 
downbursts of rain and 
periods of drought as well.

“We’re seeing that 
we have these massive 
amounts of water, and 
then we don’t have any 
rain for weeks. And our 
land is more resilient 
because of the loam and 
the organisms in our soil.”

Now, she is maintain-
ing and enhancing her 
family’s organic tradition. 
Her animals are rotation-
ally grazed, leaving and 
trampling their manure 
into the ground. They 
add legume seeds to the 
cattle’s feed. The seeds are 
too small to be digested 
by the cattle and they are 
deposited into the pasture 
where they sprout and 
grow.

Since the cows do not 
eat grains or corn, the 
amount of methane 
created from their rumen 
is reduced, she said. 

She also protects and 
restores the wetlands and 
forests on her property, 
noting she plants 150 

to 500 trees every year, 
mainly as windbreaks and 
along fence lines. This 
year, she will experiment 
with planting trees in the 
pasture area, a practice 
known as silvopasturing.

The wetlands and trees 
on her property are carbon 
sinks. The trees help with 
erosion and keep soil in 
the ground, as well as 
taking water and nutrients 
deeper down into the soil, 
and the wetlands help 
regulate water during 
floods.

In 2014, they stopped 
tilling on her farm 
completely, she said. The 
farm is now permanent 
pasture and hayfield. 
There is no exposed soil 
and this means no wind or 
water erosion.

She acknowledges that 
most farmers do not start 
off with an inherited 
organic farm, and that 
transitioning to practices 
that reduce carbon emis-
sions is expensive.

Even ideas that may 
seem more low-tech and 
simple come with under-
lying extra costs, says 
Northey. For example, 
extending the amount 
of time a herd of cattle 
are on pasture reduces 
carbon emissions, but this 
requires investment into 
more fencing and equip-
ment.

Transitioning to some-
thing new also takes time, 
energy and the mental 
space for learning some-
thing new, she said.

“The farmers just need 
some support to get those 
practices off the ground 
and get them imple-
mented and turn them 

into the new normal,” she 
said.

“So that’s actually one 
of the biggest consider-
ations of this work was 
actually just to ensure 
that none of these recom-
mendations are going to 
sort of make farmers less 
productive, essentially. 
So it’s all about increasing 
efficiency and just doing 
small things.”

The impact of these 
kinds of practices is 
self-evident, said Northey.

“Healthy soil that is 
alive is a lot more resil-
ient to drought and that’s 
documented by farmers 
time and again. And so the 
more we can do to imple-
ment practices that make 
farmers more resilient 
to extreme weather, it’s 
a different kind of insur-
ance.”

Northey says that in 
recent years she is seeing 
more farmers interested 
in the EFAO, especially as 
climate change is having 
immediate and more 
costly impacts on farmers 
and their yields.

“I think the severe 
weather impacts are really 
opening up eyes. I think 
that’s the thing. Even if 
you’re not an environmen-
talist, you can’t deny the 
fact that it costs money, all 
these damages to farms.”

According to Statistics 
Canada, 2021 and the first 
quarter of 2022 saw record 
payments for crop insur-
ance in the country, while 
production was its lowest 
since 2007. The report 
also notes the previous 
crop year being one of the 
driest on record in West-
ern Canada. 

readers don’t need to be 
running multinational 
corporations to find value 
in it.

“What I hope (read-
ers) grasp is maybe two 
things,” he said. “One, 
which is, lots of the models 
that people say are the way 
you should think about a 
problem aren’t particu-
larly great ways to think 
about all problems.”

The second takeaway 
is helping readers to 
consume models for prob-
lem-solving more thought-
fully and consciously. He 
believes the practice of 
doubling down on a model 
that doesn’t work is too 
common.

“You own (models), they 
don’t own you,” he said. 
“A model owns you if you 
use it for a given purpose. 
It failed to accomplish 
the purpose. You use it 
again. It fails again. You 
keep using it saying, ‘if I 
only use it properly, it’ll 
work.’ Then it somehow 
has ownership, cognitive 
ownership, of you.

“If instead you use a 
model with a particular 
intended outcome that 
doesn’t produce the 
intended outcome. You 
maybe do it again, saying 
‘well, maybe it is partially 
my fault, I’ll give it another 
chance.’ But when you’ve 
given it another chance, 
and it still fails, you should 
rapidly be saying, ‘the 
model probably is a bad 
model, and I should think 
about a better model.’

“I want (readers) to be 
thinking about owning 
their models and to be, 
one: skeptical of models 
that you’re given. And two: 
own your models.”

The majority of Martin’s 
writing is directed at 
corporate executives, 
whose compensation is 

usually tied to the perfor-
mance of their compa-
nies on the stock market. 
Martin advocates for the 
success of companies to be 
tied to their actual perfor-
mance, rather than the 
perception of their future 
worth on the exchange. He 
argues CEO compensation 
should be tied to the real 
market, not the expecta-
tions of the stock market, 
and until this is done, the 
market will continue to be 
driven from crisis to crisis. 

“The modern capital 
markets have ceased to be 
vehicles for financing the 
companies of the world, 
or of America in this case. 
They are speculative 
casinos, where people are 
speculating over the value 
of shares.

“What’s this company 
worth? It’s trading at 25, I 
think it’s gonna go up to 
30. I’m going to buy it at 
25, and I’m going to look 
to make money. And the 
person selling it says ‘I 
don’t think it’s worth any 
more than 25 I’ll give it to 
them.’ That’s what it (the 
stock market) does now. So 
people defend the capital 
markets as this engine of 
growth, and I say it has 
ceased to be significantly 
that.”

But will society see the 
day when the worth of 
companies is determined 
by their performance 
rather than perceived 
future worth? Martin is 
optimistic, and believes 
the system will right itself 
in the long run as over time 
more and more people 
realize that the current 
system just isn’t working.

“I’ve become, in my old 
age, more patient,” he said. 
“These things have long 
cycles. And I use my job, 
in part, as pointing out 
these anomalies, explain-
ing why they are anoma-

lous, pointing to a better 
direction, and then have to 
wait until enough of these 
anomalies cause people to 
say, ‘just maybe, this isn’t 
working.’”

The stock market just 
closed out its worst first 
half since the 1970s, 
according to Forbes. In 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships, many people 
are trying to survive 
today’s difficult economic 
climate:  high inflation 
with no clear path for how 
to keep up with it, unaf-
fordable housing and high 
cost for fuel and food.

Martin’s practical advice 
for people during these 
tumultuous times is to 
keep debt down as much 
as possible, and as best as 
can be managed, tie any 
debt to assets that are most 
likely to appreciate. “This 
is not the time to go and 
buy an expensive car,” he 
said.

He also believes it won’t 
last forever.

“My dad always used to 
talk about, or still does, I 
mean, he was born in 1929. 
And so those first 10, 12 
years of his life were the 
Great Depression. And it 
probably felt like that was 
forever. But it wasn’t. GDP 
per capita, in 1941, was 
higher than it was in 1929. 
And then there was a huge 
period of growth thereaf-
ter,” he said.

“Was it unpleasant? Yes, 
it was. There was starva-
tion in North America and 
all sorts of malnutrition… 
so it’s bad, bad, bad. But 
this too shall pass.

“I would say, think about 
and plan for the longer 
term and don’t get too 
freaked out by the shorter 
term. And again, if you 
don’t have a dispropor-
tionate amount of debt, 
you’ll get through it to the 
other side.”

MARTIN: Taking the long view over short-term focus
→ FROM 1

Wallenstein native Roger L. Martin’s latest book is ‘A New Way to Think.’ Submitted

EFAO: Farm organization takes a holistic approach
→ FROM 3
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Mid-July isn’t perhaps 
prime time for back-to-
school considerations, 
but the Waterloo Regional 
Police is now calling on 
the public to take part in 
its fifth annual backpack 
Challenge.

The challenge 
encourages residents 
to purchase new back-
packs, lunch bags, school 
supplies, or gift cards to 
be donated to children 
and families in need.

More than 7,000 
backpacks have been 
collected during the past 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Waterloo Regional Police launch annual backpack challenge
four years, along with 
thousands of dollars in 
gift cards and school 
supplies. They have been 
donated to youth orga-
nizations and children 
in Waterloo Region to 
ensure they have an 
exciting back-to-school 
experience and are 
prepared for the year 
ahead, police said in a 
release.

“Getting a new back-
pack and school supplies 
is fun and exciting. We 
are reaching out to 
the community to help 

ensure that every child 
in Waterloo Region goes 
back to school feeling 
confident, excited, and 
ready to learn,” said John 
Goodman, acting Chief of 
Police.

The backpack chal-
lenge will run until August 
23. All donations will be 
delivered to community 
organizations through-
out Waterloo Region or 
picked up at the Chil-
dren’s Safety Village by 
community residents.

Donations can be 
dropped off at any of the 

police divisions:
• Headquarters, 200 

Maple Grove Road, 
Cambridge

• North Division, 45 
Columbia Street East, 
Waterloo

• Central Division, 134 
Frederick Street, Kitch-
ener

• South Division, 
176 Hespeler Road, 
Cambridge

If you would like to 
arrange to receive a back-
pack, please visit www.
wrps.on.ca/backpack to 
view pick-up locations.

JULY 4

3:30 PM | One person is 
facing multiple charges 
after fleeing from offi-
cers during a traffic stop. 
Wellington County OPP 
received a report of a vehi-
cle being operated in an 
erratic manner on Belsyde 
Avenue, Fergus. An officer 
located and stopped the 
vehicle, but the driver was 
uncooperative and eventu-
ally fled. As a result of the 
investigation, a 35-year-old 
East-Garafraxa woman was 
charged ‘operation while 
impaired,’ ‘failure or refusal 
to comply with demand,’ 
‘flight from peace officer’ 
and ‘obstruct peace officer.’ 
The accused is scheduled 
to appear in the Ontario 
Court of Justice – Guelph at 
a later date.

JULY 6

7:45 AM | A break-in 
reported at a Townsend 
Drive, Breslau location 
was one of 18 received by 

Waterloo Regional Police 
about separate locations 
in Kitchener, Waterloo and 
Woolwich. Police say the 
suspect targeted commer-
cial business plazas with 
restaurants, salons, dress 
shops and cannabis stores. 
The unknown suspect 
would smash the glass 
doors or windows to gain 
entry into the businesses. 
Once inside the businesses, 
the suspect would target 
cash and small merchan-
dise items. Anyone who 
may have witnessed these 
incidents, or anyone with 
information, is encouraged 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477. Anon-
ymous tips can also be 
submitted at www.water-
loocrimestoppers.com. 

9:14 AM | Police received 
a report that at approxi-
mately 7 a.m., two suspects 
entered a retail store in the 
area of Farmers Market 
Road, St. Jacobs and stole 
merchandise. The first 

suspect is described as a 
white female, 18-25 years 
old, 5’4” tall , with an aver-
age build, long blonde 
hair and wearing a black 
sweater and black pants. 
The second suspect is 
described as a white male, 
18-25 years old, 5’4” tall, 
with an average build, 
brown hair, and wearing a 
black hoodie with a white 
PlayStation logo, black 
mask, and black pants. 
They were last seen leav-
ing the area on bicycles. 
Anyone with information 
is encouraged to contact 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

5:30 PM | An officer with 
the OPP was conducting 
patrols on Wellington Road 
12 when they observed a 
white pickup truck travel-
ling well above the posted 
80 km/h speed limit. As a 
result of the investigation, 
a 55-year-old Mapleton 
Township resident was 
charged with ‘drive motor 

vehicle perform stunt 
-excessive speed.’ The 
defendant is scheduled 
to appear in the provincial 
offences court – Guelph at 
a later date. 

JULY 10

9:00 AM | A member of 
the Wellington County 
OPP stopped the driver of 
a black sedan on Tower 
Street South, Fergus. As 
a result of the investiga-
tion, a 28-year-old  Guelph 
woman was charged with 
‘refusal to comply with 
demand’ contrary to the 
Criminal Code, ‘operate 
a motor vehicle without 
insurance’ contrary to the 
Compulsory Automobile 
Insurance Act, ‘drive while 
suspended’ contrary to 
the Highway Traffic Act 
and ‘drive with open liquor’ 
contrary to the Liquor 
Licence Act. The accused 
is scheduled to appear in 
the Ontario Court of Justice 
– Guelph to answer the 
charges.

side and mostly big-body 
guys. So being able to 
have that speed I can use 
some hand movements to 
knock away their hands 
so they can’t touch me 
and normally get around 
quickly,” he said.

After going through 
three separate tryouts 
to make the provincial 
team, including a team 
scrimmage, Smith was 
overwhelmed to find out 
he’d made the cut.

“At first I didn’t really 
believe it, because 
definitely it was very 
overwhelming playing 
against people who have 
been playing their whole 
life. I kind of felt like an 
outsider, so it definitely 
didn’t feel real at first,” he 
said.

“It took some time to 
actually believe that I 
made it.”

Smith’s mom Deanna 
credited his coaches that 
have helped him make it 
this far in a short amount 
of time.

“He played hockey all 
his life. If you would have 
said last year he’s going 
to play for team Ontario 
football, I would have 
probably said, ‘yeah, OK.’ 
Grade 7 he didn’t want to 
play. The coach here at 
EDSS encouraged him. 
Good coaches will say 
‘let’s push yourself and 
see what you can do,” 
Deanna said.

“To be able to pick it 
up that quickly and make 
team Ontario, his dad and 
I are pretty proud of him,” 
she added.

Predators head coach 

Kevin Thompson said 
they are very pleased with 
Smith making the team.

“Within our group, he 
leads by example and 
is an inspiration to his 
teammates,” Thompson 
said via email.

Smith adds to a large 
contribution from EDSS 
athletes, Thompson 
added.

“[This includes] Hunter 
Brown (OL), Sam Brown 
(DL), Evan Hori (LB), 
Keaten Kidd (LB) Eric 
Gingerich (WR) and 
Orrin Schieck (RB). Our 
offensive line coach 
and current UW Warrior 
player, Jacob Fulcher, is 
also an EDSS alumni,” he 
said.

Seeing Smith selected 
for the provincial team 
felt great, Stein said.

“Just having a guy like 
Karsten get selected for 
the team that shows that 
his hard work is paying 
off, and he’s definitely 
going to see a lot of good 
returns for his hard 
work,” he said.

Going forward Smith 
hopes to get better both as 
a team and individually. 

“My goal is next year for 
high school to win it all, 
at least for our division. 
That’d be awesome, espe-
cially because it hasn’t 
been done for a long time. 
That’s my main goal for 
now. Obviously I want 
to improve and play for 
Waterloo again and hope-
fully Cambridge, which 
is a triple-A team instead 
of an double-A team – 
maybe in future years. I 
want to try to make team 
Ontario again,” he said. 

FOOTBALL: Natural ability, hard 
work help him excel in first year

→ FROM 3

relationships with other 
people in the commu-
nity, especially with the 
board and also highlight-
ing the importance of 
community unity, after 
the quarantine during the 
pandemic,” she said.

“I feel like there’s a big 
age gap in our commu-
nity, with the younger 
citizens and the older 
citizens, and all these 
events that we have put 
together have really 
united the whole commu-
nity and got everyone 
involved with each 
other.”

Being the ambassador 
has provided her with 
skills she can use going 
forward, Flynn said.

“The ambassador 
program promotes 
wonder and curiosity 
and trying new things, 

building new skills, 
meeting new people and 
sort of opening up,” she 
explained. 

Flynn expects to 
continue to work with the 
fair, albeit in a slightly 
different capacity.

“I’m really looking 
forward to meeting next 
year’s contestants. And 
sort of seeing how it 
all unfolds in the back-
ground. Seeing it from a 
different perspective and 
then eventually being 
able to guide [the next] 
ambassador into their 
experience in the ambas-
sador program.”

The 2022-2023 fair 
ambassador will be 
chosen in September. 
The competition is open 
to residents aged 17-23 
who live in Wellesley or 
within 15 kilometres of 
the township.

AMBASSADOR: Incumbent sees 
plenty of upside to taking on the role

→ FROM 4

While many of the regular activities were on hold due to the pandem-
ic, Avery Flynn still keeps busy as ambassador. Submitted
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Tomatos, Beans, Peas, 
New Potatoes, Cauliflower, 
Garlic, Beets, Lettuce, 
Onions, Honey, 
Preserves, Brown Eggs, 
Whole Chicken & Parts, 
Goat Cheese, 
Summer Sausage 
and Cut Flowers

Home 
Baking 
Home 
Baking 

5982 Eighth Line E, Ariss | 519.823.1995  

Hours: Mon-Fri 9-6
Sat. 9-5 | Closed Sunday Fresh

Available

DELIVERY
SERVICE

AVAILABLE
Call for Details

315 Arthur St. S.

OPEN 8am - 9pm
7 DAYS A WEEK
519-669-5403

Proud Supporter
of the Elmira

Produce Auction

Proud Supporter
of the Elmira

Produce Auction

We Sell 
Local Produce

We Sell 
Local Produce

Seasonal
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Full healthy meal, 
Salad and dessert 

WICKED 
WEDNESDAY 
WEEKLY MENU 

519.669.0374ORDER ONLINE!

BACK TO 
ENTERTAINING!

Up Your BBQ Game

Cakes and appetizer platters to impress

neverenoughthyme.caFRUITS & VEGETABLES  |  MEAT  |  BAKING  |  WOOD CRAFTS

Weekly Market
every Saturday

8am - 1:30pm
until the end

of October
For more information call

519-504-1925

Specializing in local products.
New Vendors Welcome!

6 Arthur St. N., Elmira (off William St.)

in the old Freiburger’s parking lot

Discover a wide variety of great tasting 
food including eggs, cheese, meat, baking 
and fruit close to home. 
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “Right now, many Canadian house-
holds are trying to adjust their budgets, 
cutting costs where they can in order to 
keep up with their monthly bills. But as 
the cost of living continues to rise – it’s 
likely to get worse before it gets better 
– households will have to make increas-
ingly difficult choices about what to cut.”
MNP president Grant Bazian on rising debt levels.

Some 59% of Canadians and 64% of 
Americans believe their country is in an 
economic recession; 81% of Canadians 
and 66% of Americans think prices will 
continue to rise for the foreseeable future.
Leger poll

Verbatim The Monitor

Summertime and the livin’ is easy. Perhaps not this 
year, as the cost of living is anything but easy.

Finally emerging from two years of lockdowns and 
restrictions due the pandemic, Canadians are now 

having to deal with other limitations in the form of rapidly 
rising prices that put a damper on activities, from a Sunday 
drive to the backyard barbecue.

Slightly moderated from record highs, gasoline prices remain 
well above pre-pandemic prices – and three times what they 
were when demand dropped at the onset of the COVID-19 crisis 
– and the cost of food is up some 10 per cent. Overall inflation is 
pushing eight per cent.

Moreover, measures to counter rising inflation – interest rate 
hikes – have already had an impact on consumers, raising the 
price of borrowing, from mortgages to car loans. On the upside, 
rising interest costs have seen some softening of housing costs, 
down almost 10 per cent in the market here, though still well 
beyond the reach of many.

Larger increases in interest rates could help drive down the 
cost of housing and perhaps both counter growing personal 
debt levels and encourage more savings.

That’s cold comfort, however, to those of us having to 
deal with the likes of food prices rising much faster than our 
incomes.

 While some companies have been using inflationary pres-
sures as cover to increase profits – corporate pre-tax profits hit 
an all-time high in the last quarter of 2021, $139 billion, and 
almost that much, $138 billion, in the first quarter of this year 
– inflation and consumer choices could have a big impact on 
small businesses already struggling due to the pandemic.

A new survey carried out by Ipsos for MNP Ltd., the consumer 
debt index, found that almost 60 per cent of Canadians are feel-
ing the effects of the current economic situation. We’re being 
forced to make tough decisions to make ends meet. 

The survey found nearly half (46 per cent) say they are cutting 
back on non-essentials such as travelling, dining out, and enter-
tainment, while one-third are buying cheaper versions of every-
day purchases (37 per cent) and driving less (30 per cent). More 
than a quarter (27 per cent) are making the difficult decision to 
cut back on essentials such as food, utilities, and housing.

The report finds Canadians could be in for a rough rest of the 
year, with half saying that if interest rates go up much more they 
will be in financial trouble.

We’re already feeling the pain, and there’s more to come. The 
tendency will be to blame government for our woes, though 
that’s not completely fair. The economic conditions are a global 
issue, exacerbated by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, that can’t be 
laid at the feet of any one national government. 

What we can expect of governments here – national, provin-
cial and municipal – are efforts to ease the pain of citizens. 
That means not raising taxes in the face of inflation, which is a 
short-lived phenomenon that doesn’t warrant permanent tax 
increases – governments never roll back their bad decisions. 
Rather, they should be reducing spending, paying down debt 
(which eventually helps with interest rates) and reducing taxes. 

Given the strong job market, now is the time for governments 
to cut payrolls as part of an overall effort to reduce the burden 
on taxpayers.

Now is the perfect time to reduce government dependency 
on both borrowing money and hitting taxpayers in the wallet to 
pay for every ill-conceived program. Rising interest rates mean 
debt payments – already a top drain on tax dollars – will only 
increase as Canadians are already paying for long-past spending 
that provided little benefit.

Global economic upheaval is beyond local control, but getting 
a handle on spending, concentrating on what’s essential to all 
rather than a few, is something governments here can and must 
do.

The real failures of government can only add to the summer 
of our discontent.

Economic woes are global, but 
governments can take action

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

“How did you go bankrupt?” 
Bill asked (in Ernest Heming-

way’s 1926 novel ‘The Sun Also 
Rises’). “Two ways,” Mike said. 
“Gradually and then suddenly.” 
Sri Lanka is much the same.

The James brothers robbed 
banks. The Marx Brothers made 
people laugh. The Rajapaksa 
brothers wreck countries. Well, 
only one country, actually, but 
they have done a spectacular 
job on it.

After 20 years with the 
Rajapaksa brothers in power 
most of the time, Sri Lanka 
today is bankrupt. There is 
no money left to import food, 
fuel, or medicines. There are 
daily power outages, and the 
economy has ground to a halt. 
Even domestic food production 
has crashed, and the poor are 
starting to starve.

At the time of writing the 
middle brother, Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa, is still president, but 
after months of mostly peaceful 
mass protests huge mobs occu-
pied the presidential palace on 
Saturday. The ‘Terminator,’ as 
he used to be called, has report-
edly taken refuge on a naval 
vessel in Sri Lanka’s coastal 
waters for safety, and promises 
to resign on Wednesday.

Not everybody is convinced 
that ‘Gota’ will keep his word, 
for he is a former general who 
still has great influence in 
senior military circles, but even 

Sri Lanka: a band of incompetent brothers
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

if he does quit he leaves the 
country in ruins. And although 
corruption played a big part 
in the disaster, the real causes 
were arrogance and ignorance.

Five years ago, Sri Lanka was 
the most prosperous and devel-
oped part of South Asia: almost 
twice the per capita GDP of 
India, only one-fifth of India’s 
infant mortality rate, the same 
average lifespan as the United 
States – and clean streets. Then, 
in 2019, Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
won the presidential election.

He made his elder brother 
Mahinda prime minister, 
his other brothers Basil and 
Chamal ministers of finance 
and irrigation respectively, and 
gave Mahinda’s sons Namal and 
Yoshitha other ministries. But 
apart from Mahinda (who had 
been president twice already), 
they collectively knew as much 
about running a country as the 
average traffic cop.

“Monetary policy under 
Rakapaksa and his band of 
jokers was completely irre-
sponsible,” said economist and 
opposition member of parlia-
ment Harsha De Silva in April, 
when the crisis was just getting 
underway . “It was driven by 
stupidity and arrogant idiocy.”

“If you rob a man and take his 
car or his money, the police will 
throw you in jail for 20 years. 
But this man robbed every 
person in Sri Lanka of half their 
wealth and he’s still the presi-
dent.”

How did these clowns get to 
run an entire country? Because 
there was a long civil war, and 
they got the credit for winning 
it.

The war was about ethnicity 
and religion. Most of Sri Lanka’s 
people are Buddhist and speak 
Sinhala, but a 30 per cent 
minority, concentrated in the 
north and east, speak Tamil and 
are mostly Hindu in religion 
(with significant Christian and 
Muslim minorities).

Tamils have been in Sri Lanka 
for at least 2,000 years, but the 
Buddhist majority sees them 
as alien and even as newcom-
ers. The Tamils did well under 
British colonial rule, when most 
Buddhist Sinhalese refused 
to collaborate with their new 
political masters, so there was 
revenge-taking after indepen-
dence in 1948.

Buddhist-dominated govern-
ments removed the official 
status of the Tamil language 
and imposed restrictions on 
higher education for Tamils. 
There were even anti-Tamil 
pogroms, and in 1987 the Tamil 
minority started to fight back 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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Editor's 
Point of View

Hand-wringing, but will there be action following internet outage?

where large corporations 
such as Rogers and Bell 
can be bypassed. We’re 
not there yet, and the first 
order of business is to make 
access unfettered, uncen-
sored and free of tracking: 
corporations should be 
prohibited from acquiring 
and keeping any informa-
tion about usage, period.

Canada is doing little to 
protect citizens, however. 
In the past week alone 
selling out by striking down 
its own previous attempts 
to lower internet rates 
by caving into the large 
corporate interests. That’s 
what makes the proposed 
merger  of Rogers and Shaw 
an important bellwether 
case, not just for competi-
tion but for maintaining 
alternative channels when 
it comes to connectivity. 
We’re too dependent on the 
technology to put our eggs 

in just a few baskets.
“Enormous advances 

in mobile tech have made 
Canada’s telecoms enor-
mously powerful, and that 
power has consolidated 
in just five major players. 
That number threatens to 
get smaller, too, with the 
proposed Rogers-Shaw 
merger currently under 
review by Canada’s Compe-
tition Bureau. If the deal 
goes through, the company 
that caused so many 
Canadians to lose connec-
tion with each other would 
serve roughly 40 per cent 
of all households in English 
Canada,” writes Vass 
Bednar, the executive direc-
tor of McMaster Universi-
ty’s master of public policy 
in digital society program 
and a senior fellow at the 
Centre for International 
Governance Innovation, 
in an opinion piece for the 
Globe and Mail.

“For me, though, the 
outage of Rogers cellu-
lar and wireless services 
was not primarily about 

the need for competition 
reform in Canada. Instead, 
it reinforced the idea that 
our telecommunication 
networks are vital public 
infrastructure that is 
controlled by private corpo-
rations. We’ve lost sight 
of that balance, despite 
the ways we rely on those 
networks.”

Those concerns are 
shared by watchdog group 
OpenMedia, which calls 
attention to business 
practices and government 
legislation that threaten to 
harm Canada's internet. 

Through multiple pieces 
of legislation and policy 
proposals, the Canadian 
government has been 
taking aim at Canada's 
free and open internet that 
obliges by the principles of 
net neutrality, opponents 
argue.

While talking a good 
game at time, the feds have 
routinely acted against the 
public good in all facets of 
internet regulation. Effec-
tive regulation is needed if 

the technology is to live up 
to its historic image.

The internet has long 
been touted as a great 
equalizer, providing 
everyone with a voice on 
a global network. From 
democratic voices in 
opposition to dictators to 
small web-based stores in 
opposition to the online 
presence of conglomerates, 
the net put everyone on the 
same footing.

That myth is an enduring 
part of the internet’s prom-
ise. By now we know – or 
should know – all of that is 
simply a nice hypothetical. 
The reality is much differ-
ent. The power imbalance 
means dictators block 
access to communications 
and kill dissidents, that 
large corporate interests 
squeeze out the little guys 
and take control of the 
internet. They also buy off 
politicians and bureaucrats 
– nothing new there – to kill 
off any democratic regula-
tory leanings.

Net neutrality prohibits 

internet providers from 
blocking, throttling, and 
paid prioritization – i.e. 
fast lanes for sites that pay, 
and slow lanes for everyone 
else.

As net neutrality advo-
cates note, cable compa-
nies are famous for high 
prices and poor service, 
with several ranking as the 
most hated companies. It’s 
those companies that have 
lobbied governments to 
end net neutrality. Their 
goal is simple: they want 
the power to slow sites 
down so they can bully any 
site into paying millions 
to escape the slow lane. 
They’ll essentially be gate-
keepers for the internet, 
extorting money from 
providers and customers 
alike. 

It’s a good deal for them, 
but bad for just about 
everybody else. It’s bad 
policy, and probably even 
bad politics, but they’ve 
paid a large amount of 
money to get what they 
want.

Proper net neutrality 
rules mean the internet 
runs like the phone service: 
anybody can call anybody 
else, with no limits on 
who we can call and no 
difference in the service. A 
phone call is a phone call. 
Assaults on net neutrality 
reverse that democratizing 
aspect of the technology.

The history of the inter-
net is full of attempts to 
keep it open, accessible and 
democratic. As it’s become 
more corporate, it’s become 
less of those things. From 
open societies, we migrate 
to gated communities. 

Keeping the technology 
open to all users, particu-
larly by limiting corporate 
ownership and manipu-
lation, will do much more 
than governments throw-
ing around tax dollars. 

The Rogers outage 
underscores both how the 
internet has become essen-
tial infrastructure and how 
little control we have over 
the physical networks and 
public-friendly oversight.Those born into the technology may have had a tougher time being unplugged and having to cope with reality.

Last week’s outage in 
the Rogers cellular and 

internet systems was a 
palpable reminder of how 
dependent we’ve become 
on such technology. It’s 
also a red flag about how 
much we rely on a handful 
of telecommunications 
firms who operate with 
very little oversight.

Beyond many people 
being unable to update 
Facebook, there were real 
issues at play. Access to 
emergency services was 
impeded. Businesses were 
unable to accept debit 
payments even as some 
ATMs were down, inhibit-
ing access to cash.

The federal government 
is promising to look into 
the matter, at least right 
now while the issue is hot. 
If history is any guide, little 
new regulation will emerge. 
In the meantime, Ottawa 
will continue to pour 
more public dollars into 
private hands as part of its 
efforts to boost broadband 
connectivity across the 
country.

Nary a week goes by that 
the federal government 
isn’t making an investment 
– every bit of spending, 
no matter how dubious is 
an “investment,” good or, 
usually, bad – in high-
speed internet service. 

Given the importance of 
the internet, high-speed 
connections are as essen-
tial as roads when it comes 
to infrastructure. Unlike 
much government spend-
ing – including handouts 
masquerading as “invest-
ments” – establishing 
connectivity for all Canadi-
ans is beneficial.

Ottawa counters such 
good work by failing to 
protect consumers’ wallets 
and citizens’ privacy and 
other rights. Calling federal 
policies a basket case would 
be an understatement.

Access in the form of 
connectivity should be a 
priority. There’s a case to 
be made for free access, 
especially if technology 
advances to the point 
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Rain dance like nobody is watching

That’s why it never rains 
during lengthy outdoor 
political events.

The problem with rain 
dancing, I believe, is that 
not all of those rain danc-
ers are having a good time. 
Sure, there are some rain 
dancers who actually love 
to dance. I get it. They are 
coordinated. They are fit. 
They know a few moves. 
They watched Saturday 
Night Fever. They don’t 
have sweat glands.

And there are also those 
who would like to dance, 
and they eventually do, 
but only after consuming 
a few adult beverages. But 
when they dance, they 
tend to wear lampshades 
on their heads, bump into 
everybody, spill drinks 
and yell “Watch this!” 
before spinning wildly, 
with flailing arms, and 
falling into the finger food 
and punch bowl table. 

Even worse, and perhaps 
more unhappy, are those 
who finally get dragged 
out to the rain dance floor. 
I’m talking about those 
guys who get singled out 
by one of those women 
who dance-walk their way 
to a table giving the “come 
dance with me” signal 
with open outstretched 
hands. The kind of person 
who won’t take no for an 
answer.

All this is to say, there are 
not many happy people in 
any group of dancers – 10 
per cent, max. So, it’s no 
wonder rain clouds don’t 
come running.

This realization led to a 
minor epiphany. I realized 
there was something more 
effective than the afore-
mentioned traditional rain 
dances. 

I’m referring to camping 
and fishing trips.

You see I really, really 
enjoy those things and 
look forward to them for 
weeks. So, I started paying 
attention to the weather 
while I was in the midst 

of these adventures and 
soon concluded that there 
is no better way to bring 
on rain than to embark 
upon a fishing or camping 
trip. It’s even worse if you 
combine the two, which I 
always do. 

If you don’t believe me, 
try it yourself.

It works so well that I 
have actually induced 
torrential rainfalls just 
by loading the car with 
camping and fishing gear. 
I honestly think if clima-
tologists were to track my 
excursions, they might 
find an obvious pattern of 
heavy precipitation coin-
cides with them.

I know. These are not 
rain dances per se. Yet, 
when the thunder and 
lightning are drawing 
near, they take on a similar 
frenetic appearance.

I guess my point is, I 
am available to end local 
droughts for a nominal 
fee. I just need a little 
advance notice – so I can 
dry out my tent, tackle and 
sleeping bag.

Throughout history, 
rain has been consid-

ered one of our most 
important recurring 
events – and not just for 
the people in the umbrella 
industry. No, rain is 
important to us all. 

Without rain, our crops 
and forests would not 
thrive, our waterways 
would become stagnant 
and dry up, and our cars 
would never get washed.

Despite this, humanity 
has not found a way to 
control rain reliably. 

In fact, the best 
attempts we have come 
up with so far are rain 
dances. For eternity, and 
maybe longer, Indigenous 
peoples around the world 
have been trying to coax 
rain by dancing.

I happen to think they 
are onto something too. I 
mean, the theory is sound 
enough. For, when you 
dance, you are supposed 
to be having a good time. 
And, as we all know, 
rainclouds are attracted to 
people having a good time. 

Ice sheets are mass glacial 
land ice larger than 50,000 
square kms. One is located in 
Antarctic while the other is in 
Russia. 99 per cent of the 
freshwater ice on earth are 
contained here.

The first machine-made ice 
by refrigeration demo 
occurred in 1854 by inventor 
John Gorrie. A Florida 
physician, he wanted to 
improve the survival rate of 
feverish patients by cooling 
them down.

The International Ice Patrol 
was formed by 13 countries 
to monitor and warn ships of 
icebergs in the North Atlantic.

 ↆ LAST WEEK:  
 
Truth: Al Gore was instrumental in Live Earth which asked viewers to 
commit to the 7-point pledge to demand action on climate change. 
The event was largely a bust as the 24-hour live broadcast was 
largely ignored in the UK and USA. About 41% of Canadians tuned in. 
 
Truth: Dropping emissions to net-zero would limit warming and 
return climate to a steady state if humans stop burning fossil fuels 
and emitting greenhouse gases. It could take 10 years to stabilize 
climate. climate-xchange.org 
 
Lie: This is the premise of Snowpiecer, a movie turned serial on 
Netflix in the aftermath of global temperatures dropping to -86 
degrees Celsius from the inaction of humans to address climate 
change. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

in a guerrilla and terrorist 
war that sought an inde-
pendent Tamil state.

Up to 100,000 people 
died in the war, which 
ended with an orgy of 
killing in the final five 
months of battles in 2009. 
Mahinda Rajapaksa was 
the president who directed 
those battles, and he 
emerged from the war as a 
national hero.

Even after the Tamil 
surrender, Mahinda’s 

government went on 
torturing and ‘disap-
pearing’ opponents, 
and his family grew rich 
from corrupt deals. (His 
youngest brother Basil 
was known as ‘Mr. Ten 
Percent’.) By 2015 it got 
so bad that they lost the 
election.

When the brothers (all 
now in their 70s) won 
power back on an even 
more extreme ethno-pop-
ulist platform in the 2019 
election, it was Gotabaya 

DYER: It’ll be a long recovery following years of corruption, incompetence
→FROM 8
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Rajapaksa who became 
president, but it was 
actually Basil who ran 
the economy. Almost 
completely ignorant of 
financial matters, he ran it 
into the ground.

The Rajapaksa govern-
ment ran up $61 billion in 
foreign debt, stole some, 
and wasted much of the 
rest on enormous white-el-
ephant projects. It cut 
taxes and printed money 
to cover the shortfall. It 
even banned artificial 

fertilizers on the advice 
of Indian eco-evangelist 
Vandana Shiva, where-
upon food production 
collapsed.

The bill came due a few 
months ago, and Sri Lanka 
defaulted. The Rajapaksas 
will probably flee abroad, 
and Sri Lanka will be able 
to borrow some money 
and start to rebuild. But 
it may be the end of the 
decade or longer before 
the population sees its old 
living standards again. 

Brubacher 
Families/Descendants

Friday August 5, 2022 
Tours of Brubacher sites & area
9:15 am & 1:30 pm Meet at St. Jacobs 

Mennonite Church - parking lot.

Tour #1     First settler farms in Woolwich 
                   & points of interest
Tour #2     Brubacher House, Kitchener, 
                   Doon Pioneer Tower

Both tours will be morning and afternoon.

Saturday August 6, 2022 
Program – “Our Roots”
Shantz Church, Baden

9:30 am     Registration
10:00 am    Switzerland history & Reformation
1:30 pm    100 years in Pennsylvania
7:30 pm    200 years in Ontario

Registration 
Cost         $20
Meals       Lunch $10,  Dinner $27 (includes tax)

Register   brubakerfamilies.org 
    or Ruth Josephs @ 519-669-3699

Registration deadline for including meals – July 30.
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BusinessBusiness The Region of Waterloo announced new 
$5,000 bursary for students enrolled in 
Conestoga College’s child development 
practitioner apprenticeship program. The 
funding comes via a one-time federal grant 
of $4 million, the Child Care and Early Years 
Workforce Funding, which supports inno-
vative recruitment and retention strategies.

The Conference Board of Canada released 
a new two-year economic outlook that fore-
casts Canada’s real GDP will grow 3.5% in 
2022, easing to 2.6% in 2023, a decrease 
from the March 2022 projections. Inter-
est rate and price escalation, along with 
sharply slower growth in the United States 
are contributing to the pullback. A recession 
is not in the forecast, but the risks are rising.

Bursary for ECE students GDP growth tempered

Elmira’s Tri-Mach Group is 
incorporating augmented 
reality into its customer 
support and training pro-
cesses. Submitted

Overlaying the digital 
atop a real-world setting

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

AT THE TRI-MACH 
GROUP PLANT in Elmira, 
the future is here.

A manufacturer of 
stainless steel industrial 
material-handling equip-
ment for the likes of the 
food, beverage and phar-
maceutical industries, 
the company recently 
launched Tri-Mach Vision, 
which is a project to incor-
porate the hardware and 
software needed to use 
augmented reality in their 
training and customer 

troubleshooting processes.
The impetus for the 

project was a desire to help 
customers while cutting 
down on service calls, says 
Joshua Bailey, product 
innovation manager at 
Tri-Mach.

“We had a few projects 
where we were having to 
send people all over North 
America to troubleshoot 
stuff that, when you got 
there, was maybe not that 
hard to actually fix, but the 
customers can’t describe 
or maybe don’t know the 
intel of the equipment 
as well as we do. So we 

started looking about how 
we can maybe use some of 
the new technology that’s 
out there to serve this 
industry,” he explained.

The company has been 
developing the use of this 
technology for about a 
year, said Bailey. They 
bought a Microsoft Holo-
Lens 2, which is a piece of 
hardware people can wear 
on their heads to layer 
augmented reality over 
what they see in real life.

Now, instead of 
Tri-Mach sending an 
employee to a customer’s 
plant somewhere across 

Not a day goes by 
without seeing a 

group, or even a govern-
ment, changing rules 
for farmers. In the name 
of the planet, animal 
welfare and our health, 
rules are changing 
despite our farmers’ 
knowledge and experi-
ence.

It’s an interesting 
phenomenon, and it’s 
happening around the 
world. Farmers have long 
been regarded as the best 
environmental stewards 
on Earth. They make a 
living off the land and 
with animals, so why 
wouldn’t we trust their 
views on agricultural 
practices?

However, an increas-
ing number of inci-
dents suggest populist 
views empowered by 
social media are slowly 
controlling food policies.

In the Netherlands, 
farmers protested and 
sprayed several public 
buildings with manure 
after politicians voted 
on proposals to reduce 
nitrogen emissions – a 
controversial move.

The government cited 
the fact that emissions 
of nitrogen oxide and 
ammonia, produced 
by livestock, must be 
significantly reduced 
close to natural areas 
that are part of a network 
of protected habitats 
for endangered plants 
and wildlife stretching 

across several countries. 
The rationale for such a 
policy can be understood, 
but the context makes 
little sense.

Despite being the 
world’s third-largest 
agricultural producer by 
volume and second by 
value, the Netherlands 
wants to halve livestock 
production, even in the 
face of a looming global 
food crisis, so they can 
comply with the nitrogen 
limits set in Brussels by 
the European Union.

The target is to comply 
with new EU rules 
on reducing nitrogen 
pollution. To meet these 
targets, farmers will 
have to downsize their 
businesses or even cease 
operations, according to 
some sources. Compared 
to what else is happen-
ing in the world, these 
measures seem extreme 
at best.

On the other side of the 
spectrum, we have the 
ever-powerful dairy farm-
ers in Canada. Case in 
point: Agropur’s current 
strike in Quebec. For 
years, dairy farmers have 
claimed they’re victims 
of strikes, pandemics and 
other unforeseen occur-
rences. And we believed 
them.

In Canada, dairy 
farmers waste anywhere 
from 100 million to 300 
million litres of milk 
each year. The waste was 

Extremist views make 
for bad food policies

→ CHARLEBOIS 13

Tri-Mach Group an early adopter of augmented reality as a tool for helping customers
the continent, customers 
with a headset can wear 
it, and stream what they 
are seeing to Tri-Mach 
staff. Employees back in 
Elmira can speak with the 
customer in real time, and 
overlay what the customer 
is seeing on their headset 
with augmented reality, 
such as arrow indicators, 
to show the customer what 
needs to be done.

The same technology 
can be used for Tri-Mach’s 
in-house technicians.

“Our millwrights can 
have them in their truck 

CHARLEBOIS

→TRI-MACH 13

7668 8th Line Drayton 519-638-3457 @cleanfieldsvc

Builds Soil Health

Nutrient Retention

Erosion Control

Weed Reduction 

CALL US TODAY TO FIND OUT WHAT COVER CROPS 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR YOUR FARM OPERATION!

LOOKING TO IMPROVE SOIL HEALTH AND OVERALL FARM 
PROFITS IN AN AFFORDABLE AND SUSTAINABLE WAY?

Starts at the
Princess Twin

Uptown Waterloo
princesscinemas.com
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50% OFF YOUR FIRST
2 MONTHS

 WWW.HYGATELIVING.COM

on Lexington

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

215 Lexington Rd, Waterloo
519-501-1131   INFO@HYGATELIVING.COM

Back by Popular Demand!

Limited
Time Only.

Call Today!
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Get wireless home Internet with speeds 
up to 50 Mbps and truly unlimited data!1

Call 1-866-207-5855 today!

Offer ends August 31, 2022. Available to new customers, where access/technology permit. Subject to change without notice. Taxes extra. 1Xplornet Internet data is truly unlimited. 
There are no soft caps on unlimited plans. 2Prices after month 12 are subject to change. 3Speeds vary based on your technical configuration, traffic, servers, and other factors. Traffic 
management policy applies see xplornet.com/policies. 4Site check fee may apply. If installation requirements go beyond the scope of a basic installation, additional fees apply. See 
dealer for details. 5The Xplornet price guarantee matches the duration of the term. 6Current price of Xplornet Home Phone before promotional discount is $21.99/month. Xplornet 911 
service operates differently than traditional 911. For Traffic Management Policies and 911 Terms and Limitation of Liability, see xplornet.com/legal. Xplornet is a trademark of Xplornet 
Communications Inc. © 2022 Xplornet Communications Inc.

$59 installation fee applies.4 1 year term required. Regular price will apply in month 13.

Sign up now and save BIG for the next 12 months!

Your price is GUARANTEED for 1 full year5

xplornet.com

PLUS, add Xplornet Home Phone and pay just $9.99/month for the first 12 months!6

• Keep your phone number
• Loaded with features like call display, voicemail and more!

LTE 25
$94.99/month

$69.99/month2

• 25 Mbps3 max download speed

• Unlimited Data

• Wi-Fi Router Included

LTE 25
$89.99/month

$59.99/month2

• 25 Mbps3 max download speed

• Unlimited data with 350 GB 
  at max speed (reduced speed thereafter) 

• Wi-Fi Router Included

LTE 50
$124.99/month

$99.99/month2

• 50 Mbps3 max download speed

• Unlimited Data

• Wi-Fi Router Included

always unquestioned, 
even when milk prices 
at the grocery store were 
increasing.

With recent record-set-
ting price hikes in the 
dairy sector, and the fact 
that many families are 
struggling due to higher 
food prices, consumers 
question our systems and 
wonder if there could be a 
better way.

Despite our dairy 
quota system, which is 
supposed to eliminate 
all possibilities of waste, 
milk dumping has been 
going on for decades and 
Canadians have accepted 
it. It’s a complicated 
debate, fuelled by rheto-
ric and orchestrated by a 
lobby group known for its 
power and influence: the 
Dairy Farmers of Canada. 
Politicians, academics 
and even journalists have 
paid a heavy price for 
criticizing the regime.

Relevant examples are 
plentiful in Canada. In 
Ottawa, many commit-
tees, councils and task 
forces organized by Agri-
culture and Agri-Food 
Minister Marie-Claude 
Bibeau and her depart-
ment are primarily popu-
lated by like-minded 
individuals. Food can get 

political, of course, but 
lopsided policy-making 
can’t be institutionalized.

Policy-making in 
food is in danger. 
Debates in the agri-food 
sector – marred by our 
collective inability to 
exchange ideas – include 
discussions related to 
glyphosate and genetic 
engineering, climate 
change, food labelling 
and global trades.

Mainly because of 
social media, coupled 
with many very popu-
list governments, our 
widespread capacity to 
know what we’re doing 
with food policies has 
completely vanished. 
Even in academia, 
cancel culture among 
colleagues is prevalent, 
and deliberations are 
discouraged, even in the 
upper echelons of univer-
sities. The fear of losing 
any research funding 
prevails.

And it’s not just insti-
tutional. As citizens, 
over the last decade or so 
we’ve gained the power of 
connecting and exchang-
ing. But communicating 
through social media has 
been overly efficient at 
destroying ideas, espe-
cially those held by a 
minority of people. To 

our detriment, we’ve 
witnessed the oblitera-
tion of logic and ratio-
nale on food policy in 
many parts of the world, 
including Canada.

Consumers are exposed 
to more information, 
which makes society 
more intellectually 
vulnerable. When critics 
get silenced, policies will 
most likely become more 
misguided and short-
sighted, which is what we 
are seeing now.

To support a roadmap 
for better food policies, 
we need to protect critics 
who are often vehe-
mently quashed by the 
masses on social media. 
The critics stand no 
chance now.

In the last couple of 
years, we’ve seen more 
people engaged in the 
food space. This may 
be the legacy of empty 
shelves coupled with 
record food inflation. Our 
institutions must assure 
the public that food 
should serve all people, 
while maintaining our 
ambition to remain food 
secure.

ↆ Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is 
senior director of the agri-food 
analytics lab and a professor in 
food distribution and policy at 
Dalhousie University.

CHARLEBOIS: Critics are part of roadmap to better policy
→ FROM 11

TRI-MACH: Another tool for providing better support
→ FROM 11

with the rest of their tools,” 
said Bailey. 

With the headsets, 
Tri-Mach’s millwrights 
will be able to show 
engineers back in Elmira 
exactly what the issues 
are and receive real-time 
remote assistance. 

The company will also 
use the technology to train 
employees.

Russel Foubert is 
the chair of the School 
of Applied Computer 
Science and Information 
Technology at Conestoga 
College, and involved 
with the Augmented 
Virtual and Augmented 
Reality Lab. He says more 
and more companies are 
using augmented real-
ity and virtual reality in 
their processes, and that 
augmented reality will 
have the same impact on 
daily life, especially in 
industry, as the smart-
phone.

“Many of us in the field 
would kind of liken it to, 
‘do you remember a time 
just before the iPhone 
was released? What was 
your life like back then?’ 
‘Do you remember a time 
when you had to get on the 
internet through dial-up? 
And then there was a time 
where every computer 

in your house was just 
connected? It’s going to be 
very noteworthy,” he said.

“We’ll look back and say 
‘yeah, do you remember 
10, 20 years ago when 
the average worker in a 
facility couldn’t just look 
through a phone or look 
through their augmented 
safety glasses and look 
around and see reminders 
about safety hazards or 
see production totals?’”

And while every 
company will eventually 
determine the best use 
of augmented reality for 
their processes, Foubert 
admits there are consider-
ations that employers will 
need to make as they do.

“A lot of these technol-
ogies, they somewhat rely 
on people having a known 
amount of capability with 
their eyeballs and their 
vision. But for instance, 
if you had issues with 
red-green colour blind-
ness, for example, does 
that system take it into 
account?” he said. 

Another consider-
ation is that a significant 
portion of the population 
experiences sickness or 
discomfort when using 
augmented or virtual real-
ity technologies. Privacy 
and security issues are 

also concerns, he noted.
“You’ve got to come 

back and say, ‘how do we 
know this technology is 
really, truly going to make 
the employee, the work-
er’s life at work better, 
more productive, etc.?’ It’s 
a very important question 
to answer and it is differ-
ent for every company,” he 
said. “The most success-
ful transitions that we’re 
seeing involve good 
buy-in from the produc-
tion floor up.”

For now, Tri-Mach is 
launching their first use 
of augmented reality, and 
staff are looking forward 
to seeing where it will lead 
to.

“I think (people) should 
be excited about the 
boundaries of technology 
that companies within 
this region are pushing,” 
said Bailey. “Even outside 
of the Waterloo tech hub 
stuff, there are companies 
in and around Elmira that 
are pushing the boundar-
ies of what wasn’t possible 
a year ago. Obviously, I’d 
like to think Tri-Mach is 
right there. But it’s kind 
of a neat feeling to know 
that this world-leading 
cutting-edge stuff is 
happening just down the 
street.”



THE OBSERVER | Thursday, July 14, 2022 | 14

Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

ArtsArts The return to a post-pandemic sched-
ule continues. On the music front, that 
incudes the Uptown Waterloo Jazz Festi-
val, as the annual three-day free music 
event is back, honouring all types of jazz. 
There’ll be a full lineup from July 22-24 
in the space beside Waterloo city hall.
www.waterloojazzfest.com

The federal government last week 
announced it’s giving $10 million to the 
Stratford Festival to help it recover from the 
impacts of COVID-19 restrictions. In addi-
tion, some $1.3 million was announced for 
seven projects that will enhance community 
infrastructure or help tourism entities and 
communities safely welcome back visitors 
in the Stratford area.

Getting jazzy again From Ottawa to Stratford

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

WITH ITS UPCOMING 
PRODUCTION OF On 
Golden Pond at Hamil-
ton Family Theatre 
Cambridge, Drayton 
Entertainment is getting 
set to put its own spin on a 
classic story.

“I think it endures 
because it’s about recog-
nition of family. It’s about 
the wonderful things 
in families, but also the 
difficulty some relation-
ships have. At the center 
of the play is a lifelong 
conflict between father 
and daughter – they just 
have never found a way to 
get along, and the mother 
is sort of caught between. 
She’s always trying to 
make things better, 
smooth things over,” said 
director Marti Maraden.

The play follows Ethel 
and Norman Thayer 
as they return to their 
summer home at Golden 
Pond for the 48th year for 
some much-needed rest 
and relaxation. However 
their lives are upended 
when their daughter Chel-
sea visits for her father’s 
80th birthday, bringing 
along boyfriend Bill and 
his teenage son, Billy 
Ray. After an unexpected 
relationship blooms 
family dynamics come 
to the forefront as they 
are forced to navigate the 
generation gap.

On Golden Pond was 
first performed at Hudson 
Theatre in New York City 

in 1979. Two years later, 
it was made into a movie 
starring Henry Fonda, 
Katharine Hepburn and 
Jane Fonda, winning 
Oscars for best actor, best 
actress and best adapted 
screenplay. Although it 
has been performed many 
times over the years, 
Maraden is not bound 
by the work others have 
done.

“I looked at maybe a 
couple of YouTube clips 
of the film... not to see 

Visit to cottage country returns to the stage

Marti Maraden directs while Evan Kearns makes his Drayton Entertainment debut in the Drayton Entertainment production of On Golden 
Pond at Hamilton Family Theatre Cambridge. The play runs from July 20 to August 6. Submitted

Drayton Entertainment set to present the multi-generational story of On Golden Pond at Cambridge theatre

anything about the acting, 
because the film script is 
quite different from the 
stage script. I looked for 
prop things because I’m 
trying to keep it set sort of 
in the earlier part of the 
’80s. I did see one produc-
tion that my friend was in, 
but I haven’t seen another 
production of it, so I’m 
not kind of haunted by 
anybody else’s version of 
it,” she said.

The cast for Drayton’s 
production is a mix of 

experienced actors and 
newcomers, Maraden 
said.

“With Ben Campbell 
(Norman) and Janet-
Laine Green (Ethel) you 
have two incredibly 
gifted experienced actors 
who’ve done so much 
work in stage, film and 
everything else. And 
Stacy Smith (Chelsea) has 
had a remarkable career 
on stage and in film and 
television,” she said. 

The play also stars 

Cyrus Lane as Bill, while 
Justin Bott, who Maraden 
described as “favour-
ite of Drayton,” plays 
the Thayer’s mailman, 
Charlie Martin, who has 
unrequited feelings for 
Chelsea.

Billy Ray is played by 
up-and-coming actor 
Evan Kearns, who has 
appeared in Billy Elliot 
and The Breathing Hole at 
the Stratford Festival, and 
will appear in the soon-to-
be-released Netflix film 

13: The Musical.
“He’s had some real 

experience, but it’s pretty 
new to him to be doing 
this kind of play on a big 
stage with all of these 
senior actors. It’s been 
really fun watching Ben 
Campbell just take to him, 
so he’s been very much 
welcomed into the cast,” 
Maraden said. 

While there’s an array of 
live productions return-
ing to the stage, there’s 
plenty of reasons to see 
On Golden Pond, Mara-
den added.

“It’s just an absolutely 
lovely life-affirming 
play. It’s very funny. 
And it’s very touching 
and thought provoking. 
Because they will get to 
go to cottage country, 
if [theatregoers] are not 
getting up to their own 
cottages they can enjoy 
being at a cottage in On 
Golden Pond. It has beau-
tiful visuals, a beautiful 
set. And above all, just 
lovely actors. I think that 
for me when I go to the 
theatre, seeing wonder-
ful acting is what always 
draws me.”

The Drayton Enter-
tainment production of 
On Golden Pond runs 
July 20 to August 6 at the 
Hamilton Family Theatre 
Cambridge. Tickets are 
$53 or $32 for youth under 
20, available by calling the 
box office at 519-621-8000 
– toll free at 1-855-drayton 
(372-9866) – or online at 
www.draytonentertain-
ment.com.
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted Help Wanted
MINI -VAN DRIVER 
NEEDED-PART/TIME 
suitable for retired 
person. Driving for 
mennonite communi-
ties - country drives, 
Dave-519-574-1489.

For Sale
LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haff-
n e r  T r u c k i n g , 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

CARSTAR Elmira is looking to hire 
a general employee, who can take 
direction and that works well with 
others. Hours are Monday-Friday.
Must have valid drivers license.

CARSTAR ELMIRA

For more info, please apply in 
person or email your resume 
to elmira@carstar.ca

Recreation Department
is hiring for a

FULL TIME RECREATION 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

Please visit: 

www.wellesley.ca 
for detailed job description requirements

Deadline to submit resume:  
July 24, 2022  5:00pm

Lorentz Farms Ltd.
Day and night shift mill operators 

/general labourer needed. 
 

Some equipment operation required.  
Call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

SEASONAL
HELP WANTED

Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Installer
to join our team. In this position you would be working with 

one of our install teams installing high quality custom kitchens 
and stairs. In this position you would be reporting 

to our  Install manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet install experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic 
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. Thank you.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Job Duties – Duties will include but are not limited to the following:

Finance Administration
Reporting to the General Manager you will: 
Oversee all finances up to and including the audited financial 
statements, maintain accurate financial records, payroll, banking, 
financial reporting, annual audits.

HR and Office Administration/Supervisor
Liaison with staff and management to address HR issues, adhere 
to ESA, group insurance, hiring

Requirements
• Proven bookwork experience in a “Not for Profit” environment 

as a Finance Administrator or in a similar role utilizing accounting 
software, like QuickBooks

• Knowledge of MS Excel (creating spreadsheets and charts 
using Excel functions)

• Time management and organization skills
• Critical thinking and logical analysis
• Effective written and verbal communication skills
• Post-secondary education or experience in Finance, Account-

ing, and Human Resources is an asset
• Previous experience working in public transit is an asset

Work Environment
Work will be in the office with a guaranteed minimum of 30 hours 
per week. Compensation will be based on experience/education.

Drop off a resume at our office in Elmira 
during regular business hours or 

email resume to jobs@k-transit.com. 

Thank you to all who apply, only successful 
candidates will be contacted for an interview.

FINANCE AND HR 
ADMINISTRATOR/SUPERVISOR

Help Wanted

Retail Sales Associate
Looking for a person with good retailing 
qualities and communication skills, friendly 
customer service and motivated. 

Job description: sales and service (Men’s 
Clothing and Dry Cleaning), writing orders, 
pricing stock, some computer skills and 
general duties. This position is for a mature 
adult and/or student looking for flexible 
full-time and/or part-time hours. Must be able 
to work Saturdays.

Apply in person with resume to: 
W.C. Brown and Sons - Mens Clothier

Downtown, Elmira
519-669-1152

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Join our friendly, collaborative team today! Manage your own 
schedule and caseload serving clients in Waterloo and Wellington 
regions, with opportunity for advancement.

If you are a dependable, organized bookkeeper with 2+ years’
experience and an eye for accurate detail, we want to hear from you!

SR BOOKKEEPER (hiring multiple positions)

QUALIFICATIONS

RESPONSIBILITIES

• Bachelors degree or equivalent experience (2+ years)

Accounting & Inventory Software, Quickbooks, Simply Accounting

and written (English)
• Client focused team player with good judgement
• Ability to handle tight deadlines in a fast-paced environment

• Account reconciliation, trial balances, journal entries, payroll,  
general ledgers, financial statements & records

• Total fixed assets, calculate depreciation, prepare  
financial/accounting reports

• Establish, maintain & balance various accounts manually &  
using bookkeeping software

F/T permanent; $25-28/hr + O/T; Great Benefits Pkg (cost-shared); 
40-60hrs/wk; vehicle & valid licence required for local travel 
(mileage reimbursed). 

Resume and cover letter to: applicant@taylorgerber.ca or in person 
at 12 Arthur St South, Elmira.

We will evaluate anyone with a 310 T 
certi�cation or nearly certi�ed.
Primary responsibility is to conduct 
routine and preventative maintenance
to an over the road �eet of Hi way 
trucks and trailers. Our specialized 
�eet provides a variety of work to 
keep you motivated as well as plenty 
of opportunities for further training if 
you are interested. 
We provide a clean, safe, and friendly 
work environment with a competitive 
wage package.
You provide an energetic interest to 
use and  keep developing your 310 T 
experience.

Please contact 
recruiting@grandridge.ca

JOIN OUR GROWING 
TEAM AS A TRUCK AND 
TRAILER TECHNICIAN

921 Katherine Street North
West Montrose ON N0B 2V0

Help Wanted

Help Wanted 
and Word Ads 

continue on 
page 17
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Many In-Stock or Custom Bathroom Vanities, Kitchen Cabinetry, Flooring 
and Tiles, Blinds, Shades, Fashion Plumbing • Our experienced personell 
and designer will help you work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

BOOKING FOR 2022

(ELMIRA)

Martin’s Nursery 
Hydrangea Shrubs & Trees
Shade & Flowering Trees 
Large selection of fruit trees
(fruit bearing age)
Hedging & Windbreaks
Spruce, Pine, Cedars
Shrubs, Grasses 
& much 
more! 

HONEY FOR SALE 
BEE Supplies Etc. 

We sell a complete line 
of Bee Supplies; including 

Extracting Equipment, jars, 
pails, Varroa mite treatments 

and Bees, Nucs, Queens.

C/O EMANUEL E.M. MARTIN 
42661 Orangehill Road, RR#1, Wroxeter, ON
1 Concession North of Wroxeter on Belmore Line

Mon. – Sat. 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

ORHBS Select Queens (Weekly) 
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 ↆ R E A L  E S A T E

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

 ↆ L O C A L  S E R V I C E S

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

Must bring coupon in or use code “repair22”

$10 OFF$10 OFF PATIO DOOR SCREEN 
REPLACEMENT

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

BROKERAGE
BRAD MARTIN

Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

8 Bluejay Rd., Elmira            MLS Listing

17 Maple St., Drayton             $799,900.00

Meticulously maintained 2-storey in 
a family friendly subdivision. 1838 sq. 
ft.  Original owner has updated the 
home since new with quartz count-
er tops, fl ooring, furnace & air, roof 
shingles, garage doors, painting & 
decorating. Eat-in kitchen w/island, 
formal dining room & great rm with 
cathedral ceiling. 3 bdrms. Master 
suite w/walk-in closet & 4 pc. ensuite.  
Mn fl r 2 pc. Unspoiled basement. Sau-
na. Concrete driveway. Beautiful park 
like landscaping!   MLS 

Offi  ce: 519-669-2772
Brad Direct: 519-741-6231 |  Jenna Direct: 519-760-2265 

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com JENNA MARTIN
Sales Representative

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

22 Meadowlark Rd., Elmira            $899,900.00

All brick bungalow w/4 bdrms on the main fl r. Central location to schools & 
park. 1655 sq. ft.  Main fl r laundry. Updated bathrooms. Country style eat-in 
kitchen. Large fi nished rec rm w/gas F.P. Potential of fi nishing more bsmt 
space. 3 pce bathroom downstairs. Replacement windows/furnace & C/Air. 
Private yard with stamped concrete patio at rear. Garden doors from master 
bdrm to patio area.  MLS

SOLD

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Emily Minielly

519-504-6247
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

$599,000$599,000
MILLBANK - You will love all that this home has to offer in the quaint 
town of Millbank.  You will immediately feel at home when you walk into 
this charming 1.5 story home with 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms and a bonus 
room at back, which could be a playroom, additional bedroom, office or 
gym!  This property has been lovingly updated over the years with new 
windows, (2009), convenient eat in kitchen (2010), water heater (2017) 
and furnace (2020)!  Not to mention the insulated detached shop with 
loft, perfect for all of your hobbies and storage needs.  You will not want 
to miss out all that this 75 x 123 foot property has to offer.

MILLBANK - Looking to escape the big city for small town living? 
This charming recently updated, 3-bedroom 2-bathroom bungalow 
is exactly that and more. Located in the quaint town of Millbank, 
only 30 minutes from all the big city amenities that Waterloo or 
Stratford have to offer. You are welcomed through the front door 
into a bright living room that flows into the dining and kitchen area. 
From the dining area, slip out through the large sliding doors to your 
back deck, (complete with propane hook-up), relax and enjoy your 
large .3 acre corner lot with mature trees, ideal for family 
gatherings and summer BBQ’s. Or head out to the covered front 
porch, perfect for enjoying morning coffee or an evening beverage. 
Upstairs you will find three updated bedrooms and a newly 
refinished bathroom. The basement with a double door walkout and 
large windows provides an abundance of natural light, giving a main 
floor feel. The basement offers just as much as the main floor, rec 
room, workshop, 2 piece bathroom, laundry room, large cold room, 
bonus (play) room, loads of space for your family and guests to 
enjoy. You could easily convert this space into an in-law suite. 
Updates include, new LVT flooring , drywall, potlights, bathrooms, 
most windows, all trim and interior doors all done in 2022 as well as 
Furnace & A/C (2021), this house is move in ready! With an 
insulated garage, (new door on order), oversized shed, and ample 
parking, you will have tons of space to store your “toys” or 
entertain. 

$749,000$749,000

ELMIRA - Check out this 5 Bedroom Bungalow in Birdland! This unique 
opportunity gives you the option of multi-generational living or a 
single-family dwelling...you choose! The main floor has 3 bedrooms, a 
fair-sized kitchen, a dining room, a living room with big bright windows 
overlooking the covered front porch, 4 piece bathroom, and a main floor 
laundry room. Walk out from the dining room to a shaded deck and relax 
in the yard with the view of mature trees. The open concept basement has 
2 bedrooms, its own kitchen and laundry room, 4-piece bathroom, 
dinette area, 2 living room spaces, and lots of storage. You will be 
impressed with the overall open feel of this home. The doublewide, 
concrete driveway provides parking for 2 and the oversized single garage 
is perfect for the car enthusiast and is equipped with a hoist. Come and 
see this nicely finished and well-kept home that is sure to impress! 

$849,000$849,000

MOOREFIELD - This private 50 acre property is located on a quiet 
street near Teviotdale. Follow along the winding laneway through a 
picturesque cedar rail fence surrounded by greenery to acres of 
open space including a spring fed pond. You will be greeted by a 
bungalow and a small barn to house any animals you have or may 
wish to have. This property so much more to offer a with green 
house/shed and a detached 30 x 40 heated and insulated shop 
(built in 2009) surrounded by fruit trees. The 1459 square foot 
bungalow has a retreat like master bedroom (added in 2008) with 
vaulted ceilings, in suite laundry, a propane fireplace and walk-out 
to the deck and hot tub! The kitchen is open to the dining room and 
living room, with a fireplace and loads of natural light with sliding 
glass doors to the front and back deck. The walk out basement has 
a 3 piece bathroom, rec room and office space which could be easily 
transformed into an in-law suite. The deck wraps around the house 
to the master bedroom and connects the outdoor bar with bar 
fridge, hot tub (2017) and on ground pool (2019). Be prepared for all 
of your friends and family longing to hang out here! Hop on your off 
road vehicle and explore the back 40 acres of your own private bush 
where you will find wildlife and a mix of trees. This serine setting 
could be just what you have been dreaming of!

$1,299,000$1,299,000
DRAYTON - This Executive bungalow welcomes you home with an 
expansive covered front porch and double car garage. Step through 
the front door into a beautiful open concept main floor. Large picture 
windows and vaulted ceilings give the living space a bright and 
welcoming feel! The dining space has large sliding glass doors to the 
sizable, raised deck, providing an extension to your living space, 
perfect for entertaining family and friends.  Enjoy the luxury of a main 
floor mudroom / laundry with garage entrance. The main floor 
continues to offer three bedrooms and two full bathrooms! This 
unique floor plan has a separate suite for the primary bedroom 
complete with walk in closet and 4-piece ensuite including a soaker 
tub.  You will find a separate wing with two additional bedrooms and a 
full bathroom.  Follow the modern open staircase to the finished 
basement. The spacious rec room features wall to wall built-in 
cabinetry, perfect for movie nights at one end and a home gym at the 
other end. You will find plenty of room for games, toys and ping pong 
in the area in-between. The large glass sliding doors and windows 
offer almost as much natural light as the main floor.  Walkout from the 
basement to a great interlocking brick patio with a hot tub! Plus, the 
basement features an additional bedroom, a full 3-piece bathroom, a 
craft room, and a cold cellar. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to own 
your forever home! The quaint town of Drayton offers everything you 
need only 20 minutes from Elmira and 40 minutes from the city 
amenities in Guelph and Waterloo!

$1,220,000$1,220,000

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, July 16th 1-3pm
62 Ridgeview Dr., Drayton

Requirements
• Valid AZ License
• Clean Driver Abstracts
• Currently able to cross the US Border
• A desire to grow and develop within 

a positive team culture
We provide a safe and 

reputable work environment with a 
competitive wage package.

Please contact 
recruiting@grandridge.ca

JOIN OUR 
GROWING TEAM AS A 

US CROSS BORDER 
OWNER OPERATOR 

OR COMPANY DRIVER

39 Arthur St N Elmira, ON

Help Wanted

For Sale
TREES & SHRUBS FOR 
SALE. SHADE TREES; 
apple, pear, peach, 
plum, cherry, apricot, 
nectarines; blue-
berries, aroniaberry, 
grapes, rhubarb, 
raspberries, etc; blue 
spruce, white spruce, 
Norway spruce & lots 
of nice cedars to make 
green fence hedges & 
windbreaks. Range 1-6 
feet tall. Now is a good 
time to plant! Excellent 
quality plants. Stop in 
Monday to Saturday, 7 
a.m. - 6 p.m. at Martin's 
Nursery, c/o Emanuel 
E.M. Martin, 42661 
Orangehill Rd., Wrox-
eter Ont. N0G 2X0. (1 
km north of Wroxeter 
on Belmore Line).

Farm Services
BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

OAT & PEAS FOR 
F O R AG E  C OV E R 
CROPS - Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
W A N T E D :  O L D 
C L O C K S ;  O L D 
radios; Oil and gas 
signs and cans; Old 
sealers; Old brewery 
items signs,trays and 
bottles. Please call  
519-570-6920. Cash 
paid.

Wanted
WANTED - STOW AND 
GO VAN, OLDER 
m o d e l .  P h o n e 
519-525-9377.

Real Estate
ALMOST 9 ACRE 
HOBBY FARM FOR 
sale - large side-split 
house with a semi-de-
tached 2 bedroom 
in-law suite/doddy 
house. Barn, Driv-
ing shed. Beautiful 
secluded setting on line 
86 near Weissenburg. 
Considering offers over 
$2m. 519-498-5932. 
Lots of pictures at  
www.motzestate.com

Trades & 
Services

C U S TO M  L AW N 
OVERSEEDING AND 
lawn seeding. Call 
519-503-5641.

Help Wanted 
and Word Ads 

continued 
from page 15

Help Wanted

HIRING FULL TIME 
INSIDE SALES

The successful candidate will need to 
be customer focused with a positive 
attitude. Member will work in a team 
environment and also independently. 
Experience with lumber and building 
products would be a great asset. 
Company benefits offered after the 
probationary period. 

PLEASE FORWARD RESUME TO 
KRISFAIRWAY@BELLNET.CA

Fairway Lumber Home Building Center St. Jacobs  is

building centre

Fairway Lumber
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Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

TOMORROW, 30 
WIENER DOGS WILL run 
their little hearts out, on 
their itty-bitty legs, with 
their silly long bodies at 
the Grand River Raceway 
in Elora.

“Obviously it’s the 
most adorable race of the 
season,” said Louise Frost, 
the venue’s marketing 
coordinator.

The wiener dogs will 
race after the fifth horse 
race of the night, when all 
three heats of ten wiener 
dogs each will race. Then, 
the final wiener dog race 
will take place after horse 
races six and seven.

There will be prizes 
for the top three wiener 
dogs, and all competitors 
receive a gift.

The annual event had 
to be put on hold during 
the pandemic when the 
organizers switched to an 
online pageant format.

“This year, we’re bring-
ing back the full in-person 
race, which is really excit-
ing for us,” said Frost.

The event is free to 
attend. For those who 
want to make the night 
extra special, VIP tick-
ets to watch the event in 
the captain’s quarters 
complete with a screen 
to watch it live, and a 
provided picnic are avail-
able to purchase.

Hot dog, it’s that time again at Grand River Raceway
Guests can arrive 

anytime after 4:30 p.m. 
Frost estimates the wiener 
dogs will start racing 
around 7:30 or 8 p.m., but 
she advises people to come 
early to get a spot at the 
rail.

Frost asks that guests do 
not bring their pets, since, 
“it’s already wild with the 
30 wiener dogs,” she said.

Food trucks will be 
on-site and wiener dog 
t-shirts will also be avail-
able to buy for $20 cash. 
The event will also feature 
the Guelph Nighthawks 
basketball team.

Frost said there will be 
no betting on the wiener 
dogs. “It’s literally just for 
cuteness and fun.”

There will be ear-flopping and tail wagging Friday (July 15) at Grand River Raceway in Elora, where 
the annual wiener dog race is back on. The event is free, and doors open at 4:30 p.m. The wiener 
dogs will be racing after horse race five, and again after horse race seven. There will be no betting 
on the wiener dogs.  Submitted

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

A L P H A B E T

Woolwich Gardeners Garden TourWoolwich Gardeners Garden Tour

Lorie Lachance is an employee of Home Hardware. 
Although she lives in Guelph and works from home, 
she drives to her plot to tend to the garden often.

A farm acreage in Floradale was one of the 
participating venues at this year’s Woolwich 
Gardeners Garden Tour.  Leah Gerber

Julia Swijters is the garden coordinator at the Home Hardware site. She works 
in the retail store and had formerly been in corporate communications. She 
takes Joanne Kramer and Marilyn Schmitt on a tour of the garden.

Sharon Hollinger, a volunteer with the horticul-
tural society checks for peoples’ tickets when 
they arrive.

Photos by Leah Gerber
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ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Obituary

Death Notice

SNIDER, MARLENE - Marlene went to be with her Lord and 
Saviour Jesus on Wednesday, July 6, 2022 at Chartwell Elmira 
at the age of 80.

STOLTZ, KEVIN CHARLES - Of Petersburg, Ontario, passed away 
at the K.W. Campus of Grand RiverHospital on July 7, 2022, in 
his 63rd year.

1172 Henry Street,
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0

519-656-2880

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding area
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve.

Christopher W. Franklin
Funeral Director

Happy 70th Wedding Anniversary 
Bert & Elaine Meng! 

On Tuesday, July 19th 2022, Albert (Bert) & Elaine Meng 
will celebrate 70 years of marriage. Friends, extended 

family, children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
wish to take this opportunity to send their love and 

congratulations on their day of celebration. Wishing you 
both continued blessings and happiness always. 

Happy 80th Birthday 
Marilyn Ogram 

Love from 
Your Family

Birthday

Anniversary

The family of the late Bill Fuller wish 
to extend their thanks to all his family, 
friends and neighbours for the care and 
support shown during the visitation 
and funeral. The many donations 
received to Hospice Wellington and 
the beautiful flowers were all much 
appreciated.

Georgette Fuller and Family

Thank you

In Loving Memory of 

Ina Kieffer 
To know you is to love you and 
we did. If a flower grew every 

time I thought of you, 
Then I could run through the 

garden forever.
Mom you meant the world to 
us, and we thank you for your 

beautiful spirit. 
Mom continue to care for and 

make beautiful Gods’ garden for 
we will be seeing you again.

July 19, 2014

Forever in our hearts,  
Your daugher Sharon and son in law 
Peter, grandchildren Angie, Natalie 
and grandsons Riley, Alex and Ciel

In Memoriam

Happy Retirement  
Don Clemmer

45+ years at M&G Millwrights, a 
fantastic place to have worked his 

whole career. 

Love and best wishes 
From your family

Retirement

Schoenhals, Gloria
It is with great sadness that our family 
announces the sudden passing of 
Gloria (Kraemer) Schoenhals on 
Friday, July 8, 2022 at the age of 75.  
Beloved wife for 49 years of the late 
David Schoenhals (2020).  Dear sister 
of Gerard (Deb) Kraemer, Dan (Judy) 
Kraemer, sister-in-law of Jo Kraemer, 
John (Sharon) Schoenhals, Judy 
Bierman, and Susan (Don) Wieck.  
Gloria is lovingly remembered by 
her many nieces, nephews and great-
nieces and nephews.  Predeceased by 
her parents Thomas and Rita (Foerster) 
Kraemer, brothers Dennis and Frank 
Kraemer and her in-laws Earl and 
Margaret Schoenhals.  Gloria was a 
longtime employee of BF Goodrich.  
She was an involved community 
member and enjoyed volunteering.  
This was never more evident than 
with her 60 years of service with the 
Catholic Women’s League and her 31 
years with the Royal Canadian Legion 
Ladies Auxiliary. Gloria played many 
sports including softball, volleyball 
and golf, and loved darts and cribbage. 
She never missed cheering on her 
Toronto Maple Leafs, Blue Jays and 
Raptors. The family will receive 
relatives and friends on Thursday, 
July 14, 2022 from 1-3 and 6-8 p.m. 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 
Arthur St. S., Elmira. The funeral mass 
for Gloria will be celebrated on Friday, 
July 15, 2022 at 11 a.m. at St. Teresa 
of Avila RC Church, 19 Flamingo Dr., 
Elmira. Masks are required for both 
visitation and funeral mass. Interment 
will take place at Elmira Union 
Cemetery, followed by a luncheon 
at the Elmira Legion, 11 First St. E., 
Elmira. Donations in Gloria’s memory 
to St. Mary’s Hospital Cardiac Care 
Unit or the Royal Canadian Legion 
Poppy Fund would be appreciated 
and can be made through the funeral 
home.  A celebration of David’s life will 
be held in the very near future.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Happy Birthday  
Nicole Merlihan!

Love, Dad, Mom, Cassandra, Colin,  
Jack, Dobby, Molly & Mia

Birthday

Ivy Bartley 
Ivy Bartley was born in Whitley Bay, 
England, on March 24th, 1932, and 
passed away suddenly on Saturday, 
June 25th, 2022. She is survived by 
her husband of 69 years, George, and 
her three children, Chris, Carol and 
Nigel; her five grandchildren, Luke, 
Angie, Katie, Sherrie and Ashley; and 
her two great-grandchildren, Chloe 
and Melina.

A private funeral was held on July 
5th, memories of Ivy are shared at  
www.westmountfuneralchapel.com 

She is missed tremendously by her 
family, friends and neighbours. She 
lived to help others and her love will 
always be with us in our hearts and 
memories. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions in 
Ivy’s memory may be made to CMHA 
Canadian Mental Health Association.

Bauman, Aden M.
Because of the pandemic, when 
Aden M. Bauman of Elmira, ON 
passed away peacefully on June 14, 
2020 with his spouse Joanne Cecella 
(Patterson) Bauman by his side, 
a public service was not possible. 
With all those that loved Aden – 
from his friends and family to his 
Bauman Jewellers customers – a 
public celebration of life will be held 
at 1 p.m. on Saturday, July 23, 2022 
at Elmira Mennonite Church, 58 
Church St W, Elmira. Masks are 
strongly recommended. For those 
unable to attend, the service will be 
available on EMC’s YouTube channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCTgswoITcKooQsl9XMeCIDQ.  
In Aden’s memory, donations can be 
made to Elmira Mennonite Church.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Celebration of Life

newsmart.ca

Exclusive gear for newspaper 
readers now available.
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Living HereLiving Here United Way Waterloo Region Communities 
this week announced the distribution of 
$727,371 to 57 local agencies and programs 
through the General Community Fund for 
this quarter. Recipients include Community 
Care Concepts, Wilmot Family Resource 
Centre and Volunteer Action Centre of 
Waterloo Region. 

Grand River Hospital has joined Cambridge 
Memorial and St. Mary’s general hospitals 
in receiving full accreditation with exem-
plary standing from Accreditation Canada 
following a review which occurred during 
the COVID-19 pandemic of nearly 3,000 
patient care and safety criteria. Accredita-
tion surveyors found GRH met 98.4% of the 
total criteria for high-quality patient care.

United Way funding Kudos for hospital

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I've 
been diagnosed with en-
dometriosis and have 
heavy menstrual bleeding. 
My health care provider 
said I should consider 
endometrial ablation. A 
friend told me it might be 
problematic because I'm 
only in my late 20s, and it 
could aff ect my ability to 
conceive a child down the 
road. What are the risks? 
Are other treatments 
available?

Endometrial ablation when pelvic pain or endometriosis are present

ANSWER: Endometrial 
ablation can reduce heavy 
menstrual bleeding signifi-
cantly. But you should 
consider the potential 
risks associated with this 
procedure, especially if 
you are suspected to have 
endometriosis based on 
pelvic pain.

Women are sometimes 
given a diagnosis of endo-
metriosis based on symp-
toms, including pelvic 
pain and heavy periods, 
but definitive diagnosis is 
only possible with biopsy 
or excision of lesions – 
usually performed laparo-
scopically. This is called a 
keyhole surgery. If endo-
metriosis is confirmed 
with surgery, then the 
recommendation for 
treatment is excision of the 

endometriosis.
Alternatives to surgery 

for endometriosis can 
include hormonal suppres-
sion with pills, an intra-
uterine device, subdermal 
implants or injections. 
While endometriosis has 
no cure, these treatments 
can reduce symptoms to a 
more manageable level in 
some cases. It is important 
to realize that surgical 
removal of endometriosis 
will not necessarily help 

with heavy menstrual 
bleeding.

During your period, 
your body sheds the lining 
of your uterus, called the 
"endometrium." When 
periods become unusually 
heavy on a regular basis, 
the condition should be 
evaluated. In general, 
producing enough blood 
to soak through a pad or 
tampon every two hours 
or less is considered heavy 
flow. Heavy menstrual 

bleeding often is treated 
initially with hormonal 
suppression, as discussed 
above. But it also can be 
treated with endometrial 
ablation, as mentioned by 
your health care provider.

Endometrial ablation 
destroys the uterine lining. 
Although techniques vary, 
the procedure usually is 
conducted using instru-
ments that deliver heat 
or extreme cold to the 

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

WITH DISCUSSION 
ABOUT UPGRADING 
THE West Montrose 
covered bridge continuing 
at the region, a Kitchener 
resident has found a way 
to immortalize the bridge 
as it currently stands. 
Rob Silverson, who also 
has a trailer at the West 
Montrose Family Camp, 
has completed a mural of 
the bridge on the fence 
beside the trailer.

“I always admired that 
we had a camp that was 
close to something histor-
ical like that. I like living 
in the Elmira community 
with the Mennonites and 
the Old World stuff that’s 
still here. And I like that 
it’s been preserved for all 
these years,” Silverson 
said.

The mural was some-
thing he had wanted to do 
for a long time.

“I started coming out 
here 30 years ago with 
my wife and kids. I’ve 
been divorced, and my 
kids have grown up since 
– I just wanted to do the 
things that I planned to do 

and complete the projects 
I wanted to complete. 
Having the bridge at the 
other end of the camp, I 
don’t have the view that 
the other folks down there 
do, so I wanted to have the 
view of it here myself,” he 
explained.

Silverson first got into 
art in high school, where 
he completed his first oil 
painting.

“I discovered I had a 
talent that I didn’t know 
I had, even though I 
hadn’t been great at art 
or anything up until that 
point. I did an oil paint-
ing when I was 17, and it’s 
still hanging on my wall 
at home,” he said, adding 
that painting has become 
a great diversion from the 
workaday world.

“It’s a way to vent 
myself, for my peace of 
mind. It’s something I’ll 
go home at night and just 
start working on it to take 
the load off the day off. It’s 
my stress relief,” 

While he has been doing 
woodworking for decades, 
two years ago Silverson 
took up the art of intar-
sia, which dates back to 
the middle ages. Intarsia 

An artistic ode to the covered bridge

→ MURAL 23

Rob Silverson with the mural of the nearby bridge he painted on a fence at the West Montrose Family Camp. Bill Atwood

Camped out in West Montrose, Ron Silverson captures the nearby structure in paint and wood inlays

is a form of wood inlay-
ing that involves taking 
different species of wood 
– selected for their colour 
and grain – and shaping 
them together to make a 
mosaic-like picture. There 
is no painting involved, 

although each intarsia 
project receives several 
coats of satin finish.

Silverson has completed 
dozens of intarsia proj-
ects, most of animals, 
including of the cat he had 
growing up and his dog 

that recently had to be put 
down.

“When you go to the 
vet, they’ll sell you $1,000 
worth of stuff, paw prints, 
and all these different 
things, I guess to remem-
ber your dog by or what-

→ MAYO CLINIC 23

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

How is the relationship between 
you and your vehicle? 

Do you fi nd yourself wanting a new vehicle because you dread every trip to the 
shop knowing there will be a list of things wrong? 

We understand new vehicles are fun and at times it is the best decision, but are 
the new vehicle payments really that great!?

We are always happy to sit down and talk about your situation and what option 
will be best for you. Spending a couple thousand dollars to get your car in like new 

condition is an investment that will make your car last longer and allow you to 
eliminate new car payments. Not to mention, this new purchase you are debating 

will end up needing the same repairs you are currently trying to avoid. 

Have questions? We are always here to chat!

ever. Well, I couldn’t really 
afford to do that. I ended 
up making my own dog for 
myself,” he explained.

While Silverson has 
done some intarsia proj-
ects for others, and he 
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Ingredients transform 
into perfect, creamy, 

cheesy pasta

Pasta with just butter 
and cheese might 

seem simple, but it 
actually has a fancy name 
when served in restau-
rants – fettuccine alfredo.

To make this dish at 
home, use authentic 
Parmesan cheese from 
Italy (look for the Italian 
words “Parmigiano-Reg-
giano” on the rind of the 
cheese). When the cheese, 
butter, and reserved pasta 

cooking water are stirred 
into the just-drained 
fettuccine, the dish will 
appear very watery. But 
don't fret: After a covered 
1-minute rest and a vigor-
ous stir, everything will 
come together in a creamy 
sauce.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Best-Ever Pasta with Butter and 
Parmesan Cheese

▢ 2 quarts water

▢ 4 ounces fettuccine 
or other long-strand 
pasta

▢ 1 1⁄2 teaspoons salt

▢ 1⁄2 cup grated Parme-

san cheese, plus extra 
for serving

▢ 1 tablespoon 
unsalted butter

▢ Pinch pepper 
(optional)

1. In a large sauce-
pan, bring water to 
boil. Add pasta and 
salt. Cook, stirring 
frequently, until pasta 
is al dente (tender 
but still a bit chewy), 
10 to 12 minutes.

2. Turn off heat. 
Transfer 1⁄4 cup 
cooking water to 
a liquid measuring 
cup. Drain pasta in 
a colander. Return 
drained pasta to the 
now-empty saucepan.

3. Add cheese, butter, 
and 2 tablespoons 
of reserved cooking 
water to the sauce-
pan with the pasta. 
Return the sauce-
pan to low heat.

4. Toss and stir 
constantly to 
combine, about 30 
seconds. Turn off 
heat, cover sauce-
pan, and let pasta 
sit for 1 minute.

5. Toss and stir pasta 
constantly again until 
sauce thoroughly 
coats pasta and 
cheese is melted, 
about 30 seconds. (If 
the sauce is too thick, 
thin as needed with 
remaining cook-
ing water, 1 table-
spoon at a time.)

6. Transfer pasta 
to a bowl. Sprinkle 
with extra cheese 
and pepper (if 
using). Serve.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

9:30 am
Associate Pastoral Candidate, 

Charleen Jongejan Harder, 
Preaching

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

THURSDAY, JULY 14
▢ Ontario Forage Expo 2022 - Forage Equipment 
Demonstrations and Trade Show starting at 10 a.m. 
at 161 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacob’s. New equipment 
demonstrations and head-to-head field trials. This 
event will provide the opportunity for farmers to view 
the latest technology. Ian McDonald, OMAFRA will be 
in the field, working with the equipment companies to 
provide information to farmers and answer questions. 
Free admission. Lunch will be available on-site at a 
nominal fee, and no pre-registration is required.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28
▢ Harmony in Faith Worship Service, 10 a.m. at 
Gibson Park Elmira. The Elmira & District Ministe-
rial Association is pleased to announce our plan to 
re-gather together as a community for Sunday morn-
ing worship in the park to praise God in song, scripture 
readings, a children's story and sermon preached by 
Pastor Derek Osborne, Elmira Pentecostal Assembly.  
Free will offerings to be given to Woolwich Commu-
nity Services either in food or monetary donations.  
A barbecue will follow the service (a donation basket 
will be available for people to contribute whatever 
they can afford towards their meal).

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
▢ Waterloo Region Newcomers and Friends Club 
Meeting, 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free to attend at 
Lincoln Road Chapel, 145 Lincoln Rd., Waterloo.  
Women of all ages, who are new to the area, or have 
experienced a lifestyle change are invited. Monthly 
meetings include speakers and social activities. For 
further info: waterloonewcomersandfriends@gmail.com

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Olga Carrasco of Chile plays the Chinchin on the 
mainstage at the Kultrún World Music Festival on 
Saturday. The Chinchin is named for the sound 
of the high hat at the top of the instrument, said 
Carrasco. Leah Gerber

A Capoeira demonstration during the break. 
Capoeira is a Brazilian Martial art and dance. 
Leah Gerber
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordWord of the Week Find-A-Word THEME: FRUIT

ACROSS
1. Hinder
6. Mideast hot spot
10. "Out of the question"
14. Ancient Greece's 

legislative assembly
15. Computer list
16. Assortment
17. Nobleman
18. Fried bread
19. Appearance
20. Urchin
22. Clip
23. Promise
24. Desk item
26. Overdue
30. Dined
31. "Wheels"
32. "American ___"
33. "Your majesty"
35. Assumed as fact
39. Fuchsia red
41. Link
43. Steady
44. "___ we forget"
46. "Step ___!"
47. Oolong, for one
49. ___ deferens
50. Home, informally
51. Crack
54. "The ___ have it"
56. Arab chieftain
57. Electromagnetic 

waves
63. Bit
64. Eye part
65. Closing stanza
66. "Let it stand"
67. "___ it the truth!"
68. Depleted

69. A ___ pittance
70. Falls behind
71. Dawns, in verse

DOWN
1. Declines
2. Castle defense

3. Vice president 
under Jefferson

4. Natural balm
5. Extend
6. unbiased
7. Ask for more 

inventory
8. "___ and the King 

of Siam"
9. Canada's largest 

province
10. contrast
11. Assumed name
12. Bridget Fonda, 

to Jane
13. Hair service
21. A goner
25. Big name in 

pasta sauce
26. Arm or leg
27. Month before Nisan
28. Forum wear
29. Eligible voters
34. Writes essays
36. Barn topper
37. Auspices
38. Profit, in England
40. Call for
42. Baffled
45. Dodging
48. From above
51. Belief in God 

through reason
52. Be theatrical
53. Footnote writer
55. Cook, as clams
58. "Tosca" tune
59. "What's gotten 

___ you?"
60. Completed
61. It may be proper
62. Doesn't guzzle

ACROSS
1. Out for the night
7. Confectioner 

Russell
8. Flight
9. Bring out
10. S.C. river

DOWN
1. Lenten symbol
2. Grave marker
3. Register
4. Remove
5. Creepy
6. Chatter

 AKEE
 ALMOND
 AVOCADO
 BETEL
 CALABASH
 CEDRAT

 COX
 CRAB
 DATE
 ELEOT
 FIG
 GAGE

 GEAN
 GROUT
 HAW
 HEP
 HIP
 LEMON

 LICHEE
 LICHI
 MANGO
 MAST
 MEDLAR
 MELON

 MORUS
 NUT
 OGEN
 ORANGE
 PEAR
 PECAN

 POME
 SKEG
 SLOE
 UGH
 UVA

ECCENTRIC 
usually describes people and things 

that deviate from conventional or 
accepted usage or behavior

18

If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

Sponsors:

Join us every Sunday from 7pm - 9pm 
this summer for live country and 
bluegrass music in Elmira’s parks. 

Free

Gibson Park, Elmira  — Bring your lawn chairs.

Sunday, July 17

Aaron Muir

Find timely updates: facebook.com/elmirasundayconcerts Pass the hat freewill offering to support musicians
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

endometrium. After endo-
metrial ablation, many 
women still have periods, 
but they are much lighter.

Age is a major factor 
in how likely you are to 
experience problems after 
endometrial ablation. 
Age plays a role in that 
trend because ablation 
techniques rarely destroy 
all of the endometrium, 
and the endometrium has 
a tendency to regener-
ate prior to menopause. 
The younger a patient is 
when she has endome-
trial ablation, the longer 
the endometrium has to 
grow back and the more 
opportunities there are for 
complications to arise over 
the years.

When age is the only 
consideration, research 
shows that the ideal abla-
tion candidate generally is 
older than 40. Due to the 
risk of uterine cancer after 
menopause, endometrial 
ablation is typically not 
recommended after meno-
pause.

One consequence of 
endometrial ablation is 
that scar tissue forms 
within the uterus after 
the procedure, chang-
ing the structure of the 
uterine cavity. Because of 
that change, if you have 

abnormal bleeding after 
endometrial ablation it can 
be more challenging for 
your health care provider 
to assess the cause of 
the bleeding and treat it. 
The scar tissue also can 
obstruct menstrual flow. 
In some cases, that causes 
pain.

If abnormal bleeding or 
persistent pain presents 
after endometrial ablation, 
surgical removal of the 
uterus – a hysterectomy –
may be necessary. Multiple 
studies have looked at 
predictors to determine 
which women are most 
likely to require a hyster-
ectomy after endometrial 
ablation. Although many 
predictors have been 
reported, the most consis-
tent is age. Research shows 
endometrial ablation gives 
predictable results for the 
first five to seven years 
following the procedure. 
Rates of hysterectomy 
trend upward after that.

In one Mayo Clinic study 
of women who had endo-
metrial ablation, factors 
that increased the risk of 
requiring a hysterectomy 
after ablation included 
being younger than 45 
at the time of ablation, 
significant menstrual pain 
before ablation, and tubal 
ligation before ablation. If 

a woman had all three risk 
factors, there was a 50% 
to 60% chance of hyster-
ectomy within five years 
of ablation. Conversely, 
in patients older than 
45 without significant 
menstrual pain before 
the procedure and no 
history of tubal ligation, 
only about 5% required a 
hysterectomy within five 
years of ablation.

Given your age and 
potential pregnancy plans, 
endometrial ablation 
would not be recom-
mended. Pregnancies 
following endometrial 
ablation are high-risk for 
both the mother and her 
baby.

For younger women like 
yourself, other effective 
treatments outside of abla-
tion are available to ease 
heavy menstrual bleeding, 
including hormonal medi-
cations, birth control pills 
and intrauterine devices. 
Discuss all your options, 
along with their risks and 
benefits, with your health 
care provider to decide 
which choice is best for 
you.

The Wendland gang’s annual fishing trip to the French River on June 9.

ↆ T R A V E L  W I T H  T H E  O B S E R V E R

MAYO CLINIC: Age is a big factor in treatment options
→ FROM 20

does sell some of them, he 
is not trying to convey a 
message through his art.

“It makes me feel good. 
It’s just my therapy. It 
almost feels like I’m finally 
doing what I should have 
been doing all along that 
the talents come out. This 
is where I’m meant to be, 
this is what I’m meant to 
do,” he explained.

Not only is the bridge 
mural the first he’s 
ever done, it’s the larg-
est project he has ever 
completed, Silverson said. 
Taking around 120 hours 
to complete, the project 
saw Silverson paint the 
sky, water and land in the 
mural and used a carved 
piece of wood for the 
bridge. Silverson impro-
vised to make where the 
bridge was attached to the 
fence less noticeable.

“Where I’ve got the 
vents on the bridge, that’s 
where my screws are that 
hold it onto the fence 
so you don’t see them. 
They’re all covered with 
the covers I made that are 
exactly the same as what 
you’ll see on the bridge,” 
he explained. 

Debbie Reed, owner of 
West Montrose Family 
Camp, has encouraged 
tourists to take in the 
mural.

“People that come 
here from far away come 
to camp here because 
they are interested in 
the culture here, like the 
German culture. They like 
the covered bridge and St. 
Jacobs. So I send them all 
down for a walk to look at 
his painting, just to say, 
‘hey, look what this guy 
did,’” she explained.

The mural helps high-

light the importance of the 
bridge, she added.

“I just think [the bridge 
is] the greatest thing and 
it’s the only one around. 
It’s so great because it’s 
right in our backyard,” she 
said.

The bridge’s history was 
one of the reasons Silver-
son did his mural.

“People put their sweat 
into making it. The people 
that helped to build it are 
still carrying on today with 
their traditions,” he said.

“My painting is not 
going to last that long, not 
like this bridge has. Look 
what it’s held up against 
it’s been hundreds of 
years of floods and ice and 
everything else and it’s 
still here. It deserves to be 
here. It should be here for 
the Mennonites for as long 
as they’re here,” Silverson 
added.

→ FROM 20

MURAL: Art is an outlet and a way to unwind at day’s end

Along with painting, Rob Silverson also makes wood art known as intarsia. Bill Atwood
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SCAN ME

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

FULLY FULLY 
STOCKEDSTOCKED

BIGGESTBIGGEST
ON THE 

BLOCK! BLOCK! 

→ FROM 1

while DecorTile and Floor-
ing donated all the kitchen 
flooring and provided 
the staff to install it. The 
main-level wooden floors 
were refreshed by Len 
Koebel Flooring, and five 
full sets of bedroom linens 
were cleaned by Newtex 
Cleaners. Five other full 
sets of bedroom linens 
were cleaned by Sketch-
ley Cleaners.  Martin says 
Kastl and Zuch Plumbing 
will provide plumbing 
service to the building 
next week. The owner 
of the house, Patrick 
George, had a new kitchen 
installed.

“They did it all pro 
bono,” said Martin. “I 
mean, that’s thousands 
of dollars of staff, time, 
labour. And they did it just 
because when they heard 
what the initiative was. It 
blew me away,” she said.

After the industrial 
cleaning, Martin and other 
volunteers went through 
to do the finishing touches 
like vacuuming and 
dusting. All the needed 
furniture and appliances 
were donated.

The group had a three-
week window to prepare 
the old house, and they 
did it. The final greenlight 
from the building inspec-
tor notwithstanding, the 
Jakobstettel Inn is once 
again ready to receive 
guests.

To celebrate, the team 
held a ribbon-cutting cere-

mony and an open house 
last weekend at which 
people could tour through 
the house. Donations were 
accepted to aid the project 
in support of refugees.

Elita Weber and Ella 
Brubacher, the two orig-
inal innkeepers of the 
house when it was a work-
ing bed and breakfast, 
prepared the same cookies 
they used to make when 
they ran the business for 
the visitors. 

Weber said she made 
1,000 cookies for the 
Saturday tours alone.

Dan Girardi, a volun-
teer with the guest house, 
collected donations at the 
door over the weekend. He 
said many of the people 
coming through the house 
had stories attached to it, 
including stories of being 
married, staying or work-
ing there. Many people 
had always been intrigued 
by the house and were 
excited for the chance to 
finally see inside.

The rooms were beau-
tifully prepared with 
full, luxurious beds, light 
streaming through every 
window, and flowers 
placed on tables and in 
corners.

Sylvia Bauman and her 
friend Drew Kornacker 
were touring through 
the house on Saturday 
afternoon. Bauman said 
she had worked at the 
house when it ran as an 
Airbnb location for a time. 
Kornacker helped her with 

her tasks. They remem-
ber the work with rueful 
smiles.

“There was a lot of 
bedding and laundry to 
be done every day,” said 
Kornacker.

John Routley is a former 
realtor and a neighbour. 
“I’ve loved this place since 
I moved here in 2018,” he 
said. “I’ve always had an 
interest in properties so 
I’ve been watching this 
place. I love the history of 
places.”

All told, about 500 
people went through the 
house on the weekend, 
and almost $5,000 was 
raised, said Girardi. 

“To see the community 
revive it has been the 
biggest gift,” said Martin.

As a final step, fire 
department staff will 
need to complete their 
inspection to make sure 
the building is up to code. 
Once that step is complete, 
the first Ukrainian family 
is already waiting to move 
in.

This family includes two 
young teen girls, grand-
parents and a mother, said 
Martin. She says her team 
has prepared the house 
with these individuals in 
mind.

“We just want this home 
to embrace them and help 
them to feel safe, get the 
counselling they may need 
and get themselves estab-
lished in Canada. And I 
want this house to be like a 
warm blanket over them.”

JAKOBSTETTEL: All hands on deck to get the place ready

The guest house was formally opened Saturday with 18-year-old Liza Gurtova from Kharkiv, Ukraine 
snipping the ribbon. She was surrounded by Woolwich councillors Patrick Merlihan (left) and Fred 
Redekop (right), project lead Clint Rohr from WHC, MPP Tim Louis, Mile Hribar, Mark Diller-Hardon, 
Father Myroslav and Dan Girardi. Submitted

An open house was held July 9 to mark the official opening of the Woolwich Guest House for Ukrainian 
Refugees. The Woolwich Healthy Communities (WHC) initiative to re-establish the former Jakobstet-
tel Guest House has collaborated with regional agencies, grassroots organizations, churches and 
volunteers to resurrect the home that is expected to start welcoming guests within the next week.  
Submitted
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