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PLANS TO CONVERT THE 
FORMER Kiwanis House 
property in Elmira into 
affordable housing moved 
closer this week as the 
township declared the land 

surplus.
The property at 28 South 

St. W. will also be rezoned 
to allow for medium-den-
sity residential use, with 
an eye on preparing the 
site for sale. Woolwich will 
also seek proposals from 
organizations able to build 

affordable/low-income 
housing there.

Manager of planning 
Jeremy Vink told coun-
cillors meeting Monday 
night that along with some 
changes at the site, devel-
opment there will require 
some noise mitigation at 

the neighbouring Woolwich 
Memorial Centre and Lions 
Hall, principally related to 
heating and cooling units. 

That would reduce noise 
reaching the property to 
an acceptable level for 
residential development, 
he explained.

Woolwich takes next step in converting Kiwanis House site into affordable housing
The current vision is 

for a three- or four-storey 
apartment building hous-
ing at least 16 to 18 units. 
The zoning would allow 
for other options such as 
townhomes.

The township will also 
permit a reduction in the 

number of parking spots, 
to one per unit instead of 
the 1.25 or 1.5 that would 
normally be considered, 
said Vink.

The loss of some parking 
spots used for Lions Hall or 
the WMC will be adjusted 
on the west side of the hall.

Andria Fromanger and this year’s Jr. Garden Club pose for a group shot in the rain. From left to right: Reagan Melles, Olivia Hackbart, Daphne Vandergaag, Andria Fromanger, Jada Sinclair, Seth Mikel, Levi 
Kelly, Jared Przychodzki, Poppy Braun, Morgan Bacigalupo, Lyla Osborne, Lyla Osborne’s trowel. Find the full story on page 28 Leah Gerber
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
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Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three Changes to Waterloo Region’s bylaws ban 
election signs from regional roads. One party, 
however, opted to continue the practice. Wool-
wich officials have received nine complaints 
since the long weekend. The campaign office 
was contacted, with signs removed by staff 
if no action was taken. A $10/sign fee applies 
for their return. Campaigns have 72 hours after 
the election to remove all signs.

Severe weather took its toll on the 
region this week when record breaking 
temperatures were superseded by light-
ning storms and funnel clouds causing 
fires and power outages Wednesday.
From the June 3, 2006 edition of The Observer

Sign o’ the times From the archives
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Resident looks for bike lanes as region plans rebuild of Scheifele Bridge
Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

AS THE SECOND ROUND 
OF public consultation on 
the Scheifele Bridge draws 
to a close, one Conestogo 
resident and avid cyclist is 
hoping to see the project 
expand past the current 
proposal. 

Due to ongoing repairs 

Gebre Berihun is the 
manager of community 
programs and services at 
WCHC. Bill Atwood

at the Glasgow Street 
bridge, Gena Braun chose 
an alternate bike route 
to get to work taking 
Northfield Drive down to 
University Avenue. Due to 
a lack of a paved shoulders 
along Northfield Drive, 
she felt unsafe doing so. 

“I’ve only done it once 
and I will never do it 
again, just because it felt 

terrifying. With Glasgow 
unavailable, there’s really 
no way to safely bike to 
Waterloo from Cones-
togo,” Braun said.

The path is fine for 
horse-drawn buggies, but 
not for bikes, she added. 

“I think the only way to 
make it feel safe to bike 
there is to have a really 
wide paved shoulder or 

in a perfect world to have 
a protected bike lane 
[from University Avenue 
to Sawmill Road], but I’m 
not sure how they would 
manage that with the 
buggies also using that 
route,” she explained.

The Region of Waterloo 
is looking to reconstruct 
the bridge over the Cones-
togo River, but bike paths 

are outside the scope of 
the project, says project 
manager Ken Brisbois.

“This project in particu-
lar is for the bridge. We’re 
looking at the accommo-
dation over the structure. 
Moving forward beyond 
this project to the road-
works, we’re only tying 
in the bridge and then 
on either side... there are → BRIDGE 6

other projects that would 
connect on either side 
that once those are in the 
program,” Brisbois said.

The project team 
presented four different 
potential designs during 
the first round of public 
consultation, which 
occurred last year. Based 
on that feedback the team 

Project sees WCHC lending devices
Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

WOOLWICH COMMU-
NITY HEALTH CENTRE 
HAS taken steps to help 
residents who may face 
barriers accessing technol-
ogy.

“When we shifted from 
in person communica-
tion in our everyday life, 
including accessing social 
services to the virtual plat-
forms, there was a gap in 
accessing digital services 
and communicating with 
others has been difficult 
for many people, the 
affordability and availabil-

ity of internet, for example, 
in rural townships, it has 
been difficult to access 
the internet,” said Gebre 
Berihun, WCHC’s manager 
of community programs 
and services.

“Digital inclusion 
became a new conversa-
tion before the pandemic 
because programs, 
community programs, 
fitness, work, doctor’s 
appointments, going to 
social services were all 
in-person, so that conver-
sation about digital inclu-
sion and exclusion became 
a conversation specifically 
in rural areas,” he said. 

The health centre has a 
mobile lending library with 
a total of 25 cell phones and 
three tablets. Funded by 
Ontario Health, Alliance 
for Healthy Communities 
and Woolwich Township, 
the pilot project will run for 
a year.

According to Berihun, 
there are many groups of 
people that face barriers 
to technology, including 
isolated seniors and large 
families.

“If you have a large 
family of five or six chil-
dren [who] have had to 
do their schooling, you 
need devices for all of 

them, including tablets, 
computers. The pandemic 
has brought many chal-
lenges to the community as 
individuals and families,” 
he said.

Even for those who have 
cell phones accessing data 
might be out of reach, Beri-
hun said.

“People with low income 
can’t afford data. You may 
have a phone, but some-
times it is hard to afford the 
data. Digital device cost is 
high, especially in Canada. 
Some people may have the 
phone, but without the 
data. You might just call 

→ DEVICES 5

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

CHANGES TO THE 
ELMIRA CIRCULATOR 
bus have Woolwich Mayor 
Sandy Shantz concerned, 
particularly about the 
costs.

Started in 2018 by 
Kiwanis Transit as a 
six-month, $54,000 
experiment supported 
by the township, the 
“Elmira bus” provides 
both in-town transit and 
a connection to Grand 
River Transit route 21 that 
connects Elmira to Water-
loo and the rest of the GRT 
network.

The pilot project was 
subsequently taken on by 
the region and extended to 
this day. The 2022 budget 
of $118,700 is poised to 
blossom again.

The proposed changes 
will see the route run as 
a busPLUS route by the 
London-based company 
Voyago at a cost of 
$182,000 for one year, 
with the option of a nine-
month extension. The 
bus will move from free 
service to having a regular 
transit fare for each rider. 
Shantz took issue with the 
cost increase.

“Our council and our 

Changes to Elmira bus 
will mean higher costs, 
introduction of fares

local service board were 
thinking outside the box. 
We set it up above board as 
a pilot project. The region 
has responsibility for 
transit. What we’re getting 
here is putting the service 
back inside the box,” 
Shantz said at the May 25 
regional council meeting.

“It will cost our taxpay-
ers 33 per cent more 
because of the constraints 
put on the service by the 
[contract] and the riders 
will have to pay: GRT will 
no longer be free. If the 
region is truly interested 
in being innovative, we 
can’t put everything into 
one box,” she said.

While Neil Malcom, the 
region’s assistant direc-
tor of transit services, 
acknowledged the 
increased cost, he said it is 
not a huge difference

“This is one route 
and a small piece of the 
total operating budget. 
We never want a vari-
ance from our budgeted 
amount, but because we 
didn’t know when the 2022 
budget was created what 
the exact cost would be for 
the contractor to provide 
the service, it looks like 
we were a little bit under 
in our estimate. But it’s 

→ BUS 6
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Appointments
Social activities

Meetings
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Employment

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Ham or Fish includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
June 3 & 4

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
June 8 - 11

Tereyaki Chicken or Salisbury Steak includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Local voters get to make 
their choice on Thursday

Why are you running for 
offi  ce?

Politics and public service 
have always been an 
integral part of my life. 
Before entering politics, I 
was an entrepreneur and 
relationship builder like 
my father and grandfa-
thers. As the eldest son 
of the former Premier 
of Ontario, I learned the 
importance of service to 
the community from a 
young age.

I am seeking re-elec-
tion to the Legislature of 
Ontario because I have 
a proven track record 
of delivering results for 
the families of Waterloo 
Region. I know that fami-
lies and businesses are 
looking for their govern-
ment to prioritize smart 
investments in health-
care, housing, roads, 
bridges, and modernized 
and connected commu-
nities.

At Queen’s Park, I am 
a strong advocate for 
the Region of Waterloo. 
My focus has been on 
advancing the region’s top 
priorities, including rural 
broadband and natural 
gas service expansion, 
improved access to 
healthcare and long-term 
care investment. I strive 
to be vocal in my support 
for making life more 
affordable for families 

THERE ARE SEVEN 
CANDIDATES VYING 
to represent Kitchen-
er-Conestoga in the June 
2 provincial election: 
Nasir Abdulle, Green 

Party of Ontario; Jason 
Adair, Populist Party; 
Mike Harris, Ontario 
Progressive Conservative 
Party; Jim Karahalios, 
New Blue Party; Karen 

Meissner, New Demo-
cratic Party; Elizabeth 
Perrin Snyder, Ontario 
Party; Melanie Van 
Alphen, Ontario Liberal 
Party.

by securing funding for 
community infrastructure 
and investing in wrap-
around service shelters 
and nurse practitioner-led 
clinics.

I believe that the 
growing communities in 
Kitchener-Conestoga and 
across Waterloo Region 
deserve leadership that 
will continue to make 
intelligent local invest-
ment a top priority.

What are the most press-
ing issues you’d like to 
address?

Communities across 
Waterloo Region want to 
know that they can rely 
on their government to 
prioritize local issues like 
health care, infrastruc-
ture, economic growth 
and affordability.

The Ontario PCs have 
recently expanded 

capacity at Grand River, 
Cambridge and St Mary’s 
hospitals, and we are 
committed to supporting 
a new joint acute care 
facility for the region. 
Under Doug Ford, we’ve 
provided funding for new 
and upgraded recreational 
facilities in Wilmot, 
Wellesley and Woolwich, 
and we are building new 
schools in Woolwich and 
Wilmot. Our party has 
also made great strides 
in repairing neglected 
roads and bridges. Ours 
has been the only party in 
a generation that moved 
forward on critical local 
infrastructure projects 
like the new Highway 7.

A PC government will 
continue to invest locally, 
making Kitchener-Cones-
toga the best place to live, 
work and raise a family.  

Affordability is also 
a key issue in Kitchen-
er-Conestoga, and our 
PC government will 
continue to put more 
money back into your 
pocket. By scrapping the 
licence plate renewal 
fees and lowering gas 
prices, we will continue 
to save households across 
the province millions of 
dollars. I know that having 
access to affordable child-
care is crucial, as a father 
of five, I will always stand 
up for working families 
across the province.

Why should residents of 
Kitchener-Conestoga vote 
for you?

The only way to ensure 
Waterloo Region’s town-
ships have a strong voice 
at Queen’s Park is by 
re-electing me as their 
representative in a Progres-
sive Conservative majority 
government on June 2. I 
am incredibly proud of the 
progress we have made 
in the region, and I am 
committed to working dili-
gently to build on that. 

I am very proud of 
the partnerships I have 
developed with all of our 
municipalities. As an MPP, 
I have consulted regularly 
with our municipal mayors, 
community groups and the 
region. I am pleased to say I 
have established and main-
tained a great working rela-
tionship with all parties, 
resulting in close collabora-
tion on various projects of 
all sizes and scope. 

Doug Ford and the 
Ontario PC have put 
forward a comprehensive 
plan that supports the 
priorities of our commu-
nity. The last thing we need 
right now is to slow down or 
halt the incredible progress 
we have already made. I 
will continue to advocate 
for local priorities that 
make Kitchener-Conestoga 
the best place to live, work 
and raise a family.

Questionnaires were 
sent to five of the candi-
dates, with no response 
from the Green or New 
Blue parties prior to press 
time.

Mike Harris Jr. – Progressive Conservative

Why are you running for 
offi  ce?

As a trustee for the 
Waterloo Catholic District 
School Board, I’ve had the 
privilege of listening and 
connecting with parents, 
educators and adminis-
trators in order to bring 
all voices to the table to 
shape our local education 
system. There has been 
much chaos and disrup-
tion in education under 
the Ford Conservatives. I 
decided it was time to get 
off the sidelines and bring 
the experience, knowledge 
and empathy I have to 
Queen’s Park, so Kitch-
ener-Conestoga can be 
represented with an MPP 

that listens and leads with 
compassion. 

What are the most-pressing 
issues you’d like to address?

As I continue my conver-

sations with the residents 
of Kitchener-Conestoga 
at the doors, I find 
that most people are 
concerned with afford-
ability and the cost of 
living. Young people 
can’t find homes to 
start their families in, 
grocery bills continue to 
skyrocket and life contin-
ues to become harder for 
everyone. 

I am proud of the 
Ontario Liberal plan 
to address the afford-
able housing crisis, to 
increase minimum wage 
to $16 before moving to 
a regional living wage 
structure, and ensure 
that everyone has access 
to benefits. 

Why should residents of 
Kitchener-Conestoga vote 
for you? 

My work as an active, 
experienced trustee that 
meets with community 
members and engages in 
difficult discussions speaks 
to my values and I believe 
they align with what the 
community envisions for 
the future. I understand 
that when people vote for 
me they are giving me their 
trust and allowing me to 
be their voice, a privilege I 
take seriously. 

If elected, I am commit-
ted to working with and 
staying connected with 
the residents of Kitchen-
er-Conestoga. 

Melanie Van Alphen – Liberal

Mike Harris Jr.

Melanie Van Alphen

$4.89

CHICKEN LEGS    

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$5.75 /lbPIZZA LOAF

$3.49 /lb
Reg.$4.29/lb

/lb

DELI-SLICED 

BBQ SEASONED 

... without blowing your budget.
Source local talent

jobs.observerxtra.com
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DENNIS KUEPFER - MILLBANK - (519) 595-4362

• RETAINING WALLS
• DRAINAGE TILES & REPAIRS,
   CATCH BASIN, ETC.

• SPECIALIZE IN SEPTIC SYSTEMS

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS!

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

Why are you running for 
offi  ce?

I believe that members 
of provincial parliament 
are advocates for their 
community and bring 
community needs to 
both their party and more 
broadly to Queen’s Park. 
I feel this is missing in 
Kitchener-Conestoga. 
Hearing the troubling 
stories of healthcare 
workers has motivated me 
to ensure our healthcare 
system is there when we 
all need it. As a school 
board Trustee, I have seen 
the impacts of chronic 
underfunding and cuts 
to public education on 
students. I will continue 
to advocate for a strong 
public education system. 

What are the most-press-
ing issues you’d like to ad-
dress?

The three main issues that 
are impacting people in 
Kitchener-Conestoga are 
healthcare, seniors’ care 
and affordability. People 
continue to talk about 
how hard life has become, 
that they don’t have any 
room in their budget for 

any extras, and that their 
paycheques aren’t going 
as far. 

Healthcare and seniors’ 
care is a significant issue. 
We saw throughout the 
pandemic how vital a 
healthy healthcare system 
is. We need to immedi-
ately repeal Bill 124, hire 
and recruit more nurses 
and healthcare workers 
(many of which left the 
field during the pandemic 
because of burnout). While 
building more beds might 
be important, that won’t 
matter if we don’t have the 
staff in place to care for 
patients.

On seniors’ care, the 
Ontario NDP are commit-
ted to taking the profit 
out of long-term care and 
home care. Currently, 
investors and executives 
are pocketing money 
that we believe should be 
put into the care of our 
seniors. We need mini-
mum care standards and 
a return to inspections so 
that no elder experiences 
maltreatment. 

On affordability, the 
NDP wants to address this 
by banning price gouging 
at the pumps, increas-
ing the minimum wage 

to $20/hour and having 
dental care, pharmacare, 
and mental health under 
OHIP.  These are just a few 
ways that we can address 
the affordability crisis 
many are facing today.   

Housing is also a top 
issue for residents in 
Kitchener-Conestoga. For 
many, home ownership is 
out of reach. Renters are 
finding themselves facing 
evictions or renovictions. 
At the doorsteps, several 
people have told me they 
are considering leaving 
Ontario because they can’t 
find a home that fits their 
needs. 

The Ontario NDP 
believes that housing is a 
human right. In 2020, The 

NDP came out with our 
platform called “Homes 
You Can Afford” – this 
crisis was known to us 
many years ago. Since 
then, we’ve become more 
aggressive in our goals to 
house everyone. In it you 
will find plans for real 
rent control, recommits to 
repairing 260,000 social 
housing units and build-
ing more homes that fit 
the needs of the commu-
nity. Additionally, our 
strategy is about working 
with local municipal 
governments and their 
calls to end exclusionary 
zoning.  

Why should residents of 
Kitchener-Conestoga vote 
for you?

I pledge to stay connected 
with the community in 
Kitchener-Conestoga and 
bring the voices of families 
here to Queen’s Park. Our 
community deserves a 
government that works for 
them, one that will invest 
in the things that matter, 
like schools and hospitals. 
I will work hard every 
day to make life better for 
everyone in our commu-
nity.

Karen Meissner – NDP

Karen Meissner

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

THEIR SITE ALREADY 
APPROVED FOR a 
commercial plaza, the 
owners of a vacant prop-
erty at the intersection of 
Barnswallow Drive and 
Church Street in Elmira 
want to switch over to 
predominantly residential 
development.

Nomadiq Elmira Towns 
Ltd. is looking for plan-
ning amendments on the 
1.5-acre site at 15 Barn-
swallow Dr., making their 
pitch at a public meeting 
Monday night as Wool-
wich councillors met via 
videoconference. 

Where a one-level strip 
mall-type facility had been 
approved, the company 
now wants to build 45 
stacked-townhouses along 
with six residential units 
above a much smaller 
ground-floor commer-
cial space. To that, it will 
need changes to the site’s 
zoning and to the town-
ship’s official plan.

Shifts in the retail 
market, including more 
online shopping, mean the 
original commercial plaza 
is no longer viable, said 
Scott Patterson, a planning 
consultant to Nomadiq. 
The company found there 
weren’t enough potential 

tenants. 
That met with some 

concern from Coun. 
Patrick Merlihan, indi-
cating he’d like to see a 
market study to justify 
the applicant’s claim. He 
also questioned why the 
municipality goes through 
the effort of making 
planning documents when 
developers simply come in 
ask for changes.

“It seems like any 
property is up for grabs 
to do whatever you want 
with,” he said, suggesting 
there should be demand 
for shopping given the 
tremendous growth on the 
west side of town.

Township planner David 
Gundrum said the changes 
would shift the property 
to be predominantly 
residential, with the only 
other commercial blocks 
earmarked in the Lunor 
subdivision on the north 
side of Church Street.

The shift to residential 
raised concerns for some 
of the site’s neighbours.

 Robb Road resident 
Justin Durrer said parking 
and traffic are already 
an issue, adding he was 
“baffled” by the request 
to move away from the 
commercial development.

“In the summer months 
as it is our road and Barn-
swallow fill up quite a bit 

with [existing] residents,” 
he said, suggesting traffic 
signals might be needed at 
the intersection.

Those issues were 
echoed by Bristow Creek 
Drive resident Jake 
Radcliffe, who questioned 
squeezing so may units 
onto the property. The 
site is on a higher grade, 
so a three-storey building 
would have residents there 
looking down into the 
existing yards, he noted.

“It’s not the most 
favourable thing to us as 
neighbours from a privacy 
standpoint,” he said.

Traffic concerns were 
shared by Douglass 
Dann of Gale Presbyte-
rian Church. Although 
“we want to be good 
neighbours,” the church 
had a number of concerns, 
including the need for 
traffic lights, he said.

In response to a ques-
tion from Mayor Sandy 
Shantz, Gundrum said 
there are no plans to 
change the intersection, 
either with traffic signals 
or a roundabout.

This week’s meeting 
was solely in information 
session, with council 
making no decisions. After 
more public consultation, 
planning staff will bring a 
report back to councillors 
at a later date.

Developer looks to shift to residential 
from commercial at Elmira property

newsmart.ca

Exclusive gear for newspaper 
readers now available.

and talk to people, but it 
may be difficult to have 
virtual access nowadays to 
zoom and other platforms 
using mobile phones,” he 
added.

The phones come with 
1.5 GB of prepaid data. 
They also include texting 
to anywhere in Canada 
and the United States. The 
phones will also help those 
who have difficulty access-
ing services that the health 
centre provides.

“We have lots of 
programming that we 
offered over the last two 
years, but we have left out 
some of the people who 
don’t have access to these 
digital devices. So we are 
lending those mobile 
phones and tablets to 
people. We are also offering 
training for people how to 
use their devices and how 
to join Zoom, etc.,” he said.

“This lending library 
hopefully will really 
increase the participation 
of those people who have 
been participating virtu-
ally in social programs.”

Ontario Health and Alli-
ance for Healthy Commu-
nities provided the devices, 
while Woolwich Township 
provided $11,000 in fund-
ing. Residents can borrow 
a device for up to three 
months, with the possibil-
ity of renewal. 

DEVICES: More 
accessibility

→ FROM 3



6  |  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, June 2, 2022

is now recommending 
a two-lane bridge that 
would have multi-purpose 
paved shoulders on each 
side of the vehicle lanes. 
There would also be a 
multi-use trail on one side 
of the bridge with concrete 
barriers between the lanes 
and the trails. 

The proposal would see 
construction done on half 
the bridge while the other 
side would remain open 
to traffic. The second half 
would then be completed 
later on. Preliminary cost 
estimates to replace the 
super structure of  the 
1960 span is $6.6 million.

At the start of the Scheif-
ele Bridge study, data indi-
cated there was an average 

of 10,350 vehicles that 
used the bridge daily, with 
360 of those being heavy 
trucks. During the final 
week of May 2021 the proj-
ect team tallied the total 
number of other crossing 
over the bridge, recording 
26 buggies, 55 pedestrians 
and 361 cyclists. 

While the project team 
also looked at putting 
in four lanes given the 
expected growth in Water-
loo Region, the studies 
show that’s not warranted 
at this point, Brisbois said. 

“We weren’t recom-
mending that option 
based on the expecta-
tion. Not to say that the 
region’s not growing, but 
that the section of North-
field isn’t in our capital 

not an issue and we would 
adjust our 2023 budget to 
account for that accord-
ingly,” Malcolm told the 
Observer in an interview.

According to the report 
given to council, the new 
contract will include a 
back-up bus provide by 
Voyago to “provide an 
improvement in reliabil-
ity and service level to 
customers.” However, 
there have been no issues 
with the service provided 
by Kiwanis, Shantz said in 
an interview. 

“We haven’t had any 
trouble with the Kiwanis 
Transit bus. The require-
ment for a new bus is 
for 19 seats. The one we 
have I think is 11 or 12. 
It’s a smaller bus but it’s 
adequate for what we 
need,” she said.

Lawrence Lambkin, 
general manager of 
Kiwanis Transit, said 
they would have like to 
continue providing the 
service however it they 
were unable to submit a 

response to the region’s 
request for proposal (RFP) 
because it would have 
gone outside their charita-
ble designation.

“To maintain our 
charitable status, we 
have to operate within 
certain restrictions, and 
we cannot operate on 
a permanent basis. We 
cannot provide conven-
tional transportation 
services,” he said. 

Kiwanis Transit looked 
at options to continue 
providing the service, 
however.

“We have even explored 
forming another corpora-
tion. That would kind of 
be like a sister corporation 
that wouldn’t be restricted 
by a charitable status and 
would be able to provide 
the service, but things 
happen too fast, and 
there’s no way we could 
put that into play at the 
time,” Lambkin said.

The RFP was done 
appropriately and to 
regional standards, he 
noted.

“I think that they 

worked within the param-
eters that they have set up 
with and when it comes to 
releasing our request for 
proposals, and I think they 
did a good job,” he said.

Shantz was not alone in 
her concerns at regional 
council.

“We know with every-
thing that’s come across 
the table in the last six 
months that we’re looking 
at probably significant 
tax increases. And then 
you add on to that an 
increase of 33 per cent for 
transit. If I was the mayor 
of Woolwich, I would be 
very concerned for my 
citizens just in the overall 
cost expectations over 
what’s going to happen in 
the budget,” said Coun. 
Sue Foxton at the May 25 
meeting.

Regional council voted 
unanimously to delay 
the matter until the next 
council meeting on June 
22. In the meantime 
Malcolm said that an 
update report is being 
prepared to respond to the 
concerns of council.

program. There isn’t a 
plan for widening anytime 
from now till 2050,” he 
explained. 

According to Brisbois 
if the feedback indicates 
support for the proposed 
design it will then be 
recommended to council. 

While Braun said she 
appreciates that there are 
bike lanes on the bridge, 
she would still like to see 
it connect to a long bike 
route along the side of 
Northfield Drive.

“It kind of becomes 
a little like a safe bike 
island, but getting there 
is way too treacherous. 
It doesn’t make sense to 
spend that money unless 
the paving continues,” she 
said.

BUS: Rising costs are a cause for concern at council
→ FROM 3

→ FROM 3

BRIDGE: Neither bike lanes nor widening is part of plan
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Current plans for reconstructing the bridge see it remain a two-lane crossing. Bill Atwood

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

MARYHILL WILL HAVE 
A BRAND spanking 
new fire hall next year, 
with Woolwich council 
this week awarding a 
$1.6-million contract to 
carry out the project.

Domm Construction 
Ltd. was the lower of two 
bids received, Thomas van 
der Hoff, the township’s 
manager of operations and 
projects, told councillors 
meeting May 30.

The new 5,200-square-
foot building will replace 

Woolwich awards contract to 
build new Maryhill fire station

the aging 1966 structure 
located at 17 St. Charles 
St. E. The final price tag 
is some $200,000 higher 
than budgeted due to 
some additions beyond 
the winning bid’s spec-
ifications, including 
upgraded windows, the 
addition of a mezzanine 
and paving the parking lot.

The decision caps a 
back-and-forth debate 
over whether to rehabil-
itate the current facil-
ity, which has a host of 
deficiencies, or build from 
scratch on the site.

“I’m glad to see that this 

building is being built 
rather than renovated. I 
never did like the idea of 
renovating that building 
because of the costs – they 
just kept escalating,” said 
Coun. Larry Shantz.

Both he and fellow Ward 
3 Coun. Murray Martin 
had been skeptical of 
staff’s calls for renovating, 
arguing that would be 
more costly than a new 
facility and still leave defi-
ciencies despite fixing the 
structural problems.

Construction is slated 
to being in August, with 
completion in February.

Seth Mikel (top) gives skipping a go during Riverside Public School’s Jump Rope for Heart event on 
May 26 in Elmira. Karen Bell-Scott and Laura Bryant (above) were the day’s organizers. The event 
raised more than $6,000 for the Heart and Stroke Foundation. Bill Atwood
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Emergency personnel responded to a 
collision on Barnswallow Driver in El-
mira on May 30. The driver was fitted 
with a neck brace and transported to 
hospital. Bill Atwood

MAY 24

7:25 PM | Emergency 
services responded to the 
intersection of Gingerich 
Road and Sandhills Road 
in Wilmot Township for a 
collision involving a black 
Ford F150 pickup and a 
white Lincoln SUV. Two 
29-year-old male occu-
pants of the Ford F150 
were transported to an 
out-of-region hospital 
with serious injuries. The 
investigation remains 
ongoing by the Traffic 
Services Unit. Anyone 
who witnessed the inci-
dent, or has dash-cam 
footage that captured 
the collision, is asked to 
call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at
1-800-222-8477.

MAY 25

8:42 AM | Police received 
a report that earlier that 
morning, at approximately 
4 a.m., a U-Haul truck was 
observed at a business in 
the area South Field Drive 
and Arthur Street South 
in Elmira. The unknown 
suspect(s) gained entry 
into a gated area and then 
immediately left the area. 
Anyone with information in 
connection to the incident, 
is asked to contact police 
at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. Anonymous tips can 
also be submitted online at 
www.waterloocrimestop-
pers.com. 

Despite giving advance 
notice of cracking down 
on aggressive, careless 
and other poor drivers 
during the most robust 
traffic safety campaign 
of the year, the Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) 
laid 9,392 traffic charges 
during Canada Road 
Safety Week (May 
17-23).

 Officers maintained 
a strong presence 
on roads across the 

ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

OPP lay more than 9,000 charges during road safety blitz
province during the 
campaign, responding to 
935 collisions, three of 
which were fatal and the 
majority of which were 
preventable, police said 
in a release.

Aggressive drivers 
earned 8,020 speeding 
charges, and 138 stunt 
driving/racing charges 
were laid.

Other charges asso-
ciated with main causal 
factors in road fatalities 

that were the focus of 
the campaign:  impaired 
driving, 216 charges; 
distracted driving, 177; 
careless driving, 151; no 
seatbelt, 632 (charges 
apply to both drivers and 
passengers).

The balance of the 
charges were the result 
of other driver actions 
and behaviours that 
jeopardized the safety of 
road users. 

“The results of this 

campaign reflect a firm 
commitment on the part 
of our officers and our 
valued policing partners 
to keeping our roads 
safe. I am proud of their 
ongoing dedication to 
saving lives and their 
zero tolerance of driv-
ers whose poor driving 
behaviours jeopardize 
the safety of innocent 
road users,” said OPP 
Commissioner Thomas 
Carrique. 

MAY 26

6:39 AM | Unknown 
suspect(s)  entered 
a parked vehicle on 
Northside Drive in St. 
Jacobs. The suspect(s) 
stole personal belong-
ings from the vehicle. 
Anyone with information in 
connection to the incident, 
is asked to contact police 
at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. Anonymous tips can 
also be submitted online at 
www.waterloocrimestop-
pers.com. 

10:00 AM | Sometime 
overnight between May 
24 and May 25, 2022, 
unknown suspect(s) 
entered a parked vehicle 
on Printery Road in St. 
Jacobs. Personal belong-
ings were taken from 
the vehicle. Anyone with 
information in connection 
to the incident, is asked to 
contact police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477. Anon-
ymous tips can also be 
submitted online at www.
waterloocrimestoppers.
com. 

MAY 27

10:44 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a theft from 
a vehicle parked at an 
address on  Mocking-
bird Drive in Elmira. An 
unlocked vehicle was 
entered and personal 

property was stolen. No 
suspect information was 
obtained. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

9:23 PM | Emergency 
services responded to a 
single-vehicle collision on 
Zuber Road near Line 86 in 
Woolwich Township. The 
driver of the vehicle lost 
control due to heavy rain, 
which caused the vehicle 
to hydroplane and slide 
into a ditch. The driver 
was transported to hospi-
tal with minor injuries. As 
a result of the investiga-
tion, no charges were laid 
due to weather and road 
conditions. 

MAY 28

9:49 PM | Emergency 
services responded to 
reports of a collision at 
the intersection of Notre 
Dame Drive and Carmel 
Koch Road in Wilmot 
Township. The collision 
involved a Ford travelling 
north on Notre Dame Road 
striking a Volkswagen 
travelling west on Carmel 
Koch Road. Both vehicles 
consequently sheered 
a hydro pole disrupting 
power in the area. The 
32-year-old male driver 
of the Volkswagen, was 
transported to hospital 
with serious injuries. Two 
occupants of the Volkswa-
gen were also transported 

to an out-of-region hospi-
tal with non-life-threaten-
ing injuries. The driver of 
the Ford, an 18-year-old 
woman, and a passen-
ger were transported to a 
local hospital with serious 
injuries. The investiga-
tion remains ongoing by 
members of the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service’s 
Traffic Unit. Anyone who 
witnessed the incident 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 ext. 8856 
or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.

MAY 29

5:50 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police arrested a 
male after he attempted to 
disarm an officer in Wool-
wich Township. Police had 
responded to a residence 
in Woolwich Township 
after a male reported a 
neighbour damaged his 
property and discharged 
a firearm at him. Through 
investigation, police 
determined that the inci-
dent did not occur. While 
speaking with the male, 
he allegedly attempted 
to disarm one of the offi-
cers by grabbing at their 
firearm. The male was 
subdued by police and 
arrested. As a result of the 
investigation, a 47-year-
old Woolwich male was 
charged with attempting 
to disarm a peace officer 
and public mischief. The 
accused was held in police 
custody for a bail hearing. 

observerxtra.com/letters

Write a letter to the editor and 
submit it online today.
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OpinionOpinion “Women represented the majority of 
workers hardest hit by successive rounds 
of economic restrictions over the past 
two years, but the shifts we’re observ-
ing in the labour market are unique and 
impact different women in different ways.” 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives researcher Kath-
erine Scott’s new report finds women’s wages aren’t keep-
ing pace with inflation.

Preliminary figures indicate that 1,066,545 
voters cast their ballot at area advance 
polls during 10 days of advance voting in 
this year’s provincial election, represent-
ing 9.92% of eligible voters in Ontario. In 
comparison, during five days of advance 
voting at area advance polls in 2018, 698,609 
voters, or 6.8%, chose to cast their ballot. 
Elections Ontario

Verbatim The Monitor

I n case you missed it, there’s an election today. Ontari-
ans don’t seem particularly interested.

We appear indifferent, largely because we know that 
what’s said on the campaign trail rarely translates into 

a real benefit after the election. None of what’s going on has 
captured our collective imagination. 

It’s likely that Ontarians are simply jaded by years of poor 
governance, and unimpressed by the options they see.

We suffer from a dearth of good leaders. Even passable ones.
That’s true from the federal government right on down to 

the local level.
This is not about charisma or the ability to give rousing 

speeches, though that is a selling feature for far too many 
voters. No, proper governance means looking out for the 
public good rather than the interests of the few, whether that’s 
the donors, the lobbyists or the self-serving politicians and 
bureaucrats themselves. 

All of the parties are hoping for something, anything to 
stick. Unfortunately, instead of dismissing all of it as useless 
vote-buying nonsense, we give credence to the endless stream 
of promises, half-truths and blatant lies.

The result? We end up with much less than we deserve, in 
part because we like to think we make intellectual choices, 
using our brains, but invariably default to our guts and our 
hearts. 

That’s not to say our impressions aren’t important. We want 
politicians with real messages that resonate with us. Then 
there’s the beer test: who could we see ourselves sitting down 
and having an enjoyable conversation with?

That also presents something of a conflict, in that we want 
our purported leaders to be better than us on some level, but 
not act as though they are. When politicians routinely act like 
they know better than us, that really gets our collective goat. 
Worse still, they start to believe that they are better than those 
they govern.

It’s an imperious attitude – and actions that show flagrant 
disregard for the public good, as we’re seeing now from most 
governments – that has historically led us to be perfectly fine 
with watching leaders go by the wayside. Those in power 
have essentially lost the consent to govern, a real threat to the 
basics of democracy.

Sure, things are much worse elsewhere, including in the 
United States, but we’re not immune to the unresponsive 
governance that shows callous disregard for the public good 
and consistently poor decisions federally, provincially and 
regionally.

It’s important to remember that democracy is not the 
default situation – it was hard fought, and we’re very much 
guilty of letting it slip away.

In the democratic system that ostensibly applies in the 
West, from Greece to Waterloo Region, our elected officials, 
bureaucrats and assorted hangers-on are supposed to repre-
sent the public good, the will of the people. We set them up, 
finance the system, and in return we get good governance. 
That’s the theory. The reality, we know, is much different. 
Self-interest and cookie-jar raiding are the norm. There is 
little, if any accountability. No long-term thinking. And our 
indifference and inattentiveness are taken as endorsement to 
up the ante.

Our disconnection from the process makes it easier. We 
don’t trust politicians and bureaucrats. We don’t trust them 
with our money. We don’t trust them to be ethical. We don’t 
trust them to do what’s right for us. On the contrary, most of 
us feel we’re paying too much for too little, not getting value 
in return for our taxes. Instead of demanding more, we grow 
indifferent even to casting a ballot once every four years.

It’s easy to see why we’re increasingly apathetic, but today is 
your opportunity to go out and make some kind of statement. 
To show that we’re not unaware of what’s happening. To act 
on what we think is best.

Doing our bit for democracy 
even in the face of indifference

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin will almost certainly 

not be in power three years 
from now. The war he foolishly 
began in Ukraine has fatally 
undermined his political cred-
ibility among the Russian elite 
(and among a large though 
mostly silent part of the popu-
lation). One way or another, he 
will be replaced.

He may even save every-
body the trouble by dying 
before he can be removed. He 
definitely doesn’t look well, 
his behaviour is increasingly 
erratic, and rumours that he is 
suffering from some terminal 
disease abound.

Russia is not a fascist state, 
just a kleptocracy where the 
thieves and the thugs have 
taken power, but Putin’s 
personal behaviour does 
begin to resemble Hitler in his 
bunker in the final days, and 
Hitler too was very ill.

Putin knows nothing about 
military matters, but he is 
reportedly micro-manag-
ing single ‘battalion combat 
groups’ (about 1,000 men) in 
the currently stalled Russian 
offensive in eastern Ukraine, 
trying to retrieve a military 
situation that has sunk into 
stalemate. Very Hitlerian. So 
what will become of Russia 
when he goes?

Alexander J. Motyl thinks 
it may just disappear. In an 

Russia will not disappear
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

opinion piece in ‘The Hill,’ the 
leading political website in 
Washington, Motyl, a political 
scientist at Rutgers University, 
suggests that “ The Russian 
Federation could metamor-
phose into 10 or more states, 
only one of which would be 
known as Russia. That would 
change the face of Eurasia 
forever.”

It certainly would, but it 
does imply the permanent 
demise of a state that has 
dominated northern Eurasia 
for the past four centuries 
(the first Russians reached the 
Pacific in 1647). It also ignores 
the remarkable homogeneity 
of that state’s population: 
81 per cent are ethnically 
Russian, while none of the 
many minority group even 
reaches four per cent.

There have been occasions, 
most recently during the civil 
war of 1917-22, when Russia 
was temporarily carved up into 
rival jurisdictions, but these 
interludes have never lasted 
long. The sense that there is a 
special Russian identity, even 
a unique ‘Russian civilization,’ 
always reasserts itself.

The break-up of the Soviet 
Union, by contrast, was 

permanent. The collapse 
of 1991 was actually the last 
phase of the decolonization 
process that ended all the 
European empires during the 
latter half of the 20th century.

Decolonization came late to 
the Russian empire and was 
harder to recognize, because 
Russia’s imperial possessions 
were around its own land 
borders rather than across the 
oceans. Nevertheless, it was 
the same process, and just as 
irreversible (as Putin has been 
discovering).

Russia is as unlikely to split 
up permanently as France or 
Japan. Motyl’s speculations on 
its break-up are wishful think-
ing, possibly motivated by the 
fact (unmentioned by ‘The 
Hill’) that both his parents 
were born in Ukraine.

It is understandable that 
Ukrainians might wish Russia 
to vanish, but that is not going 
to happen. So what will happen 
when Putin goes?

We cannot know yet what 
a genuinely post-Commu-
nist Russia would look like. 
Although it’s 31 years since the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, 
almost all the people in senior 
political positions began 
their careers in the Commu-
nist Party.  The ideology was 
dumped, but the administra-
tive style and the factional 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10



Thursday, June 2, 2022 | THE OBSERVER O P I N I O N  |  9   

Find Us:
20B Arthur Street North,
Elmira, Ontario, N3B 1Z9

Contact Us:
Phone: 519-669-5790
Toll Free: 1-888-966-5942
Fax: 519-669-5753
Email: info@woolwichobserver.com
newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Web: https://observerxtra.com

Social Media:
Facebook: observerxtra
Twitter: woolwichnews
Instagram: observerxtra

Professional Associations:
• Ontario Community Newspaper 

Association (OCNA)
• News Media Canada
• The Greater KW  

Chamber of Commerce

About Us:
Independent, locally-owned and the 
only weekly community newspaper 
serving the residents of Woolwich and 
Wellesley Townships.  Real news, real 
reporting concentrating on the close-to-
home issues in our communities. When 
it comes to reaching our residents, The 
Observer is unsurpassed.

Press Oversight:
The Observer is a member of the 
National Newsmedia Council - an 
independent organization established 
to deal with acceptable journalistic 
practises and ethical behaviour. If 
you have concerns about editorial 
content, contact:  519-669-5790 ext 
103  or editor@woolwichobserver.com.  
If you are not satisfied with the response 
and wish to file a complaint, visit 
mediacouncil.ca or call 1-844-877-1163 
for more information.

Subscriptions:
Annual subscriptions to The Observer 
mailed within Canada/U.S. are available 
by contacting the office or visiting 
online: observerxtra.com/subscribe

Delivery Concerns:
Issues with local delivery can be directed 
to The Record by calling 519-894-3000. 

Letters to the Editor:
Letters must be exclusive to this 
publication on a topic of relevance to 
the community. It must contain the 
author's name, address, contact info 
and be no more than 300 words. Letters 
may be edited for length and clarity. The 
Observer declines announcements, 
poetry, thank-you and unsigned letters. 
Deliver to: editor@woolwichobserver.
com or online: observerxtra.com/letters

Store: www.newsmart.ca

Founded  
in 1996.

JOE
MERLIHAN 
Publisher  
519-669-5790 x107

STEVE
KANNON 
Editor  
519-669-5790 x103

PATRICK
MERLIHAN 
Digital Strategist  
519-669-5790 x105

DONNA
RUDY 
Sales Manager  
519-669-5790 x104

CASSANDRA
MERLIHAN 
Production Manager  
519-669-5790 x109

LEAH 
GERBER 
Reporter 
519-669-5790 x101

BILL
ATWOOD 
Reporter 
519-669-5790 x102

STEVE  
KANNON 

Editor's 
Point of View

Talk, but no action on the root cause of housing, environmental woes

fuel crises, epidemics and 
a host of similar unset-
tling facts. At the root of 
all those problems is the 
issue of population. Quite 
plainly, there are too many 
of us.

The world’s population 
is projected to grow by 10 
per cent this decade to 8.5 
billion in 2030, and to 9.7 
billion in 2050, a 26 per 
cent jump. Most of the 
increase will be in Africa 
and Asia, though the prob-
lems are not contained to 
those regions.

It took thousands of 
years for us to reach a 
population of one billion 
by 1804. However, it took 
only 123 years for us to 
double to two billion in 
1927. The population hit 
four billion in 1974, and 
just 41 years later, we’ve 
added another 3.3 billion. 

Such is the power of expo-
nential growth.

Our obsession with 
growth is at the heart of 
our current predicament, 
suggests Valorie M. Allen, 
author of Growing Pains 
– A Planet in Distress and, 
most recently, 8 Billion 
Reasons Population 
Matters.

“A lot of studies that 
have been done show that 
a sustainable population 
level would be between 
two and three billion, and 
we’re nearing eight billion 
right now. I don’t think we 
have to argue anymore, 
whether it’s two billion or 
four billion that’s sustain-
able, we’re way over 
whatever the number is,” 
she says from her Alberta 
home. 

“It’s not just a problem 
off somewhere in Africa, 
like a lot of people think – 
it’s affecting us right here 
in Canada,” she adds. “We 
are facing housing short-
ages, conflict over land use 

and a great loss of wildlife, 
similar to almost every 
other place in the world. 
So this truly is a global 
issue. We all have to stop 
and think about that.”

While most of the 
growth has been and will 
continue to be in other 
parts of the globe, there 
is that closed system we 
discussed. Not to mention 
that the smaller number of 
us in North America and 
Europe use substantially 
more resources. With 
other countries striving to 
follow our lead, the trend 
is not healthy. 

It’s no coincidence that 
overpopulation figures 
prominently in dystopian 
books and films – large 
numbers of humans is a 
likely catalyst for envi-
ronmental collapses 
leading to wars over food 
and water, competition 
for scarce resources, 
a premium on living 
space, and the potential 
for disease and rampant 

epidemics. Then there’s 
the near certainty that 
such crises would lead to 
nightmarish authoritar-
ian police states, the kind 
we’re already building. 

There are those, of 
course, who dismiss any 
such ideas. Everything is 
fine. Or, if it’s not, we’ll 
find solutions, technolog-
ical fixes. Don’t worry, be 
happy.

People of this mindset 
point out that many past 
doomsayers have been 
proven wrong. They’ll note 
how the famous warnings 
of English scholar Thomas 
Malthus (An Essay on the 
Principle of Population ), 
whose name gives rise to 
the adjective Malthusian, 
failed to come to pass. Or 
point the predictions of 
more recent prognostica-
tors such as Paul Ehrlich 
(The Population Bomb) as 
being proven wrong.

Interestingly, both 
Malthus’ and Ehrlich’s 
forecasts were in fact 

sideswiped by technology. 
In the case of Malthus, he 
could not have predicted 
that the forms of energy of 
his time – food for manual 
labourers and animals, 
wood for burning – would 
be supplanted by an explo-
sion of fossil fuel uses. A 
similar thing happened 
in Ehrlich’s time with the 
massive use of technology 
– fertilizers, pesticides, 
irrigation – to grow food 
for the expanding billions.

Those very technologi-
cal “fixes” have come with 
a high price, however. 
We’re seeing some of that 
climate change and the 
drawing down of aqui-
fers in some of the most 
heavily irrigated spots, 
very notable right now in 
California and environs. 
There’s every indication 
that technology is reach-
ing its peak in dealing 
with the woes of a growing 
population.

For Allen, it was 
Ehrlich’s book and the 
green movement in the 
1970s that got her inter-
ested in the subject. While 
there was some focus on 
population at that time, 
she’s seen that largely 
wane over the ensuing 
decades.

“For me, that was just 
a light-bulb moment, 
because suddenly every-
thing started to make 
sense: the poverty, the 
pollution, the loss of 
species and all the other 
critical world issues 
finally made sense. And 
it was then that I realized 
that most of the pain and 
suffering on our planet 
was probably unneces-
sary, that by returning 
to a sustainable number, 
we could all benefit and 
thrive,” she says.

While some organiza-
tions are starting to note 
the hypocrisy of promot-
ing both growth and 
claims of fighting climate 
change and the housing 
crisis, the population issue 

Perhaps underwhelmed by the unremarkable messaging, Ontarians nonetheless head to the polls today.

The housing crisis 
understandably tops 

the list of issues identified 
by Ontarians during the 
less-than-exciting elec-
tion campaign. Inflation, 
especially related to food 
and fuel, is also a prime 
concern. Each of the 
parties talks of what they’d 
do, but there are no real 
solutions offered.

As with many issues, we 
get lip service.

That’s not restricted 
to the provincial govern-
ment, of course. From 
Ottawa to township coun-
cil, there’s talk but no real 
action. We get some virtue 
signalling and a whole 
bunch of wasted money, 
but no results.

The root of many 
problems, from today’s 
skyrocketing housing 
prices to environmental 
degradation, is never 
addressed: the growth 
mantra. 

Putting the brakes on 
growth – particularly 
population – would solve 
many of our woes. That’s 
not an option for the 
short-term thinking that 
defines politicians and 
bureaucrats at every level 
of government.

As a closed system 
with finite resources, 
the planet can only do so 
much for its inhabitants, 
which includes a long list 
of animals and plants not 
labelled ‘home sapiens,’ 
a fact we overlook at 
our peril. Every person, 
even one living the most 
basic of existences – an 
altogether too common 
scenario in much of the 
world – puts a demand 
on the ecosystem. We all 
need air, water and food 
as a minimum. Providing 
just that places another 
burden on the planet; 
those of us living in the 
consumption-mad West 
each place far more stress 
on those resources.

We are deluged with 
stories about climate 
change, food shortages, →KANNON 10
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STEVE 
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Here’s the proof that timing is everything

main reason anglers look 
upon the movie “Jaws” as 
a romantic tragedy.

In my estimation, the 
best time to lose a big fish 
is at the beginning of a 
fishing trip. Yes, it hurts. 
But at least it gives you 
hope that there are big 
fish in the waters, and you 
have a whole day ahead of 
you to catch them.

The only exception to 
this rule is if the fish was 
lost because your former 
fishing buddy was clumsy 
with the net. Then this 
makes the day awkward 
and silent.

Losing a big fish in the 
middle of the outing is 
slightly worse but not 
altogether horrible. It’s 
good because you can 
convince yourself you 
figured out how to attract 
a big fish and it also leaves 
you optimistic because 

you still have half the 
outing left to put that into 
practice. 

The only exception to 
this rule is if the fish was 
lost because your former 
fishing buddy was clumsy 
with the net. Then this 
makes the remainder 
of the day awkward and 
silent.

Worst, in my experi-
ence, is losing a big fish at 
the end of the outing. This 
makes you doubt your 
decision to leave because 
hooking a big fish that 
late is evidence that they 
are just getting active. 
This causes you to resent 
the reasons that compel 
you to leave – that being 
your spouse, family, work, 
social commitments, jury 
duty, life-saving medical 
procedures, fiscal respon-
sibilities, food and water 
supply, darkness, gale-
force winds, the need for 
long-term food and shel-
ter and the requirement 
to connect to the outside 
world in general.

On the plus side, it gives 
you cause to be optimistic 
about your next visit.

The only exception to 
this rule is if the fish was 
lost because your former 
fishing buddy was clumsy 
with the net. Then this 
makes for an awkward and 
silent drive home.

All this begs the ques-
tion, is it just better if you 
do not hook and lose a 
big fish at all? Well, no. 
All fishing is centred 
around the anticipation of 
catching a truly big fish. 
Catching a big fish and 
telling the tale of it is what 
we all dream of and why 
humans evolved arms 
that can outstretch well 
beyond the length of the 
fish we normally catch.

That’s why I would say it 
is better to have loved and 
lost than to have never 
loved at all.

Of course, the only 
exception to this rule is if 
you are the fishing buddy 
who was clumsy with the 
net. 

One of the things no 
one has ever written 

about extensively is the 
best time to lose a big fish. 
Is it best to lose one at the 
beginning, middle or end 
of the fishing outing?

Not to brag, but I am 
one of the world’s leading 
experts on the subject, 
especially if you concede 
that big is in the eyes of 
the beholder, and also that 
the fewer witnesses there 
are, the bigger a fish gets.

With that in mind, 
here’s what I have learned.

A big fish, as we all 
know, has the ability to 
break your heart like 
nothing else. If you think 
I’m exaggerating, it’s 
only because you haven’t 
brought up the biggest 
fish you have ever seen of 
a particular species and 
lost it at the side of your 
boat.

Forget lost loves, wrong 
turns in life, and missed 
opportunities, this is 
what great loss is truly all 
about. And it is also the 

Two companies both from 
Oakland California claim to 
have invented Rocky Road ice 
cream. 

A Scottish dance called the 
Rocky Road Reel was created 
as part of a theme day to 
celebrate this classic treat. 
Dessert pies, cookies and 
cocktail recipes accompany 
the dance.

At the time of the birth of 
Rocky Road flavour, most ice 
cream only came in vanilla and 
mint and pineapple flavours. It 
was the first time candy was 
combined with ice cream.

ↆ LAST WEEK

Truth: Wozniak co-founded Apple with Steve Jobs. Cnet.com has 
listed him 2nd in their Top Ten Nerds and Geeks.

Truth: Nikola Tesla took the number 1 spot as a geek of the highest 
order. He was considered a hero for high-voltage enthusiasts and his 
party trick was shooting electricity through his Tesla coil.

Lie: These nerds are characters in 1984’s Revenge of the Nerds movie. 
On their quest to gain a chair on the Greek Council the nerds used 
computers to give them the winning edge in the band competition.

You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

www.elmirainsurance.ca

struggles remain.
Moreover, one single 

man, Vladimir Putin, 
has dominated Russian 
politics for more than 
two-thirds of that time. 
It’s hard to disentangle 
what is intrinsically 
Russian in the way Russia 
has been run during that 
time from what was just 
part of Putin’s personal-
ity, but we are about to 
find out.

The default position is 
to say that the Russians 
are somehow fundamen-

tally different from other 
Slavs. After all, the Poles 
and the Czechs got real 
democracy and genuine 
prosperity after 1991, 
whereas the Russians got 
Putin, border wars, and 
(for most people) genteel 
poverty.

But there were two big 
differences that had noth-
ing to do with ‘national 
character,’ whatever that 
is. One was that all the 
former ‘satellite coun-
tries’ of Eastern Europe 
immediately ditched 
their local Communist 

Where is the 
logic in request for 
truck parking?

To the Editor,
The current request 

from 39A Holding 
company to change the 
zoning to allow a parking 
lot of potentially 115 semi-
trucks next to Bolender 
Park and the neighbouring 
residential area of Charles 
and High streets seems to 
defy logic. 

Remember the old song 
about “paving paradise 
to put up a parking lot”? 
Well, that is exactly what is 
being proposed. Not only 
are they wanting to move 
in and out but park as 
many as 115 semi-trucks at 
the north end of town, but 
they are also going to cut 
down about 360 trees to 
make room for the trucks 
and trailers. 

The May 19, 2022 issue 
of The Observer has an 
article on the front page 
reviewing the results of the 
recent urban design survey 
with about 800 respon-
dents. The results show 
that some want better 
parking downtown while 
others want a better envi-
ronment for walking with 
trees and landscaping, but 
almost everyone agrees 
that there are already too 
many trucks. So I would 
suggest that the majority 
of residents of Elmira don’t 
want to add another 115 
semi-trucks to the traffic 
on Arthur Street.

Issues to consider are: 
1) increased truck traffic.
2) destruction of roads 

and increased taxes for 
repairs.

3) health issues 
(increased exposure to 
diesel fumes) i.e., cancer, 
heart, lung issues.

 4) decreased available 
park space at Bolender 
Park (largest green park in 
Elmira).

 5) increased pollution, 
noise, odour, etc.

6) toxic drainage into the 
creek.

7) decreased property 
value.

8) lower quality of life for 
neighbouring homes.

9) removal of 360 trees, 
plants, and natural habitat 
for small animals/birds. 

10) methane gas (park-
ing lot will be on top of a 
landfill causing the gas to 
move horizontally to the 
neighbouring homes, park 
and trail).

In the same issue of The 
Observer on page 22 there 
is a photo of Lions Club 
members planting trees 
along the Kissing Bridge 
Trail… the same trail that 
borders the north side 
of the proposed truck 

observerxtra.com/letters

Write a letter to the editor and 
submit it online today.

parking lot. So volunteers 
are planting trees because 
we need more trees to help 
with climate change, but if 
the parking lot is approved 
we’ll lose more than 360 
trees. 

Logically, this parking 
lot should be out of town 
adjacent to the future 
bypass where they won’t 
need to cut down existing 
trees. 

Make your feelings 
known. Go to: 
www.woolwich.ca/en/
township-services/
Mayor-and-Council.aspx 
and send emails to all the 
councillors to let them 
know that we don’t want 
a semi-truck parking lot 
in Elmira. In addition you 
can sign a petition to stop 
the parking lot at 
https://chng.it/GcxL95BxRc.

Dan Holt
ELMIRA

collaborators and got a 
whole new set of politi-
cians, whereas Russia 
was essentially stuck with 
the old Commies wearing 
new hats.

The other difference 
was that the western Slavs 
experienced the change 
as liberation, whereas 
their former rulers saw 
it as a loss of empire that 
stranded tens of millions 
of Russians in places that 
were suddenly foreign 
countries.

It would have been 
unreasonable to expect 

these two sets of people 
to react in the same way, 
and sure enough they 
didn’t.

But it’s equally unrea-
sonable to be convinced 
that Russians will go on 
behaving in the same 
ways when the ex-Com-
munist ruling elite loses 
power (which may be 
imminent) and a new 
post-imperial generation 
takes over instead.

We have no idea what’s 
coming out of the box 
then. It could even be 
something good.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

DYER: Russians reacted differently to the fall of the Soviet Union
→ FROM 8

remains off the radar.
“There’s no conver-

sation in Canada, about 
population at all. And 
well, in most of the world, 
really. The United Nations 
is promoting a much 
smaller population level, 
but the countries aren’t 
all taking that home and 
taking it to heart, so that’s 
part of the problem there. 
But studies that have been 

done, polls  that have been 
done in Canada, show that 
over 70 per cent of citizens 
of Canada do not want this 
kind of growth, they don’t 
want these levels of immi-
gration, and the govern-
ment is totally ignoring 
that,” says Allen.

Until that changes, we 
can ignore what officials 
say as irrelevant at best 
and dangerously disingen-
uous in reality. 

→ FROM 9

KANNON: They’re saying one thing 
and then doing the opposite
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

BusinessBusiness Real gross domestic product (GDP) is set to 
rise in Canada by 4% in 2022, with slightly 
more subdued gains in 2023 of 3.3% amid 
a myriad of domestic and global factors 
according to new research from The Confer-
ence Board of Canada. Ontario’s economy 
is expected to mirror those numbers, in part 
due to planned infrastructure spending.

New LED lighting is on the way to Lions Park 
in Elmira, as Woolwich council this week 
awarded a $264,000 contract to Sentry 
Electric Inc. to carry out the work. The job 
involves the replacement of light standards, 
foundations, fixtures, lamps, controls and 
wiring. It will also see the removal of existing 
light towers and foundations to below grade.

A GDP rebound Lighting up Lions Park

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East
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If you struggle with back pain this workshop is for you! 

Location: SOS Physiotherapy North�eld 
Date: Saturday June 11th at 10:00AM

Hosted by Physiotherapists: Jonathan Clay and Adam Dafoe

Call our clinic or go to our website to register!

SOS is Excited to return to an 
IN PERSON Low Back Pain Workshop! 

Masks Required

→ ROBERTS 13

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

ALMOST 30 MORE UNITS 
FOR low-income seniors 
are in the works.

The groundbreaking 
event for a new apartment 
complex at the Parkwood 
Seniors Community in 
Waterloo was held last 
week.  

The apartment building 
will include 28 affordable 
units. These units needed 
fundraising of $7.5 million 
to construct, which was 
almost entirely met within 
a year.

“A year ago we quietly 
launched our fundraising 
campaign,” said Elaine 
Shantz, CEO of Parkwood 
during her speech at the 
event.  Since April 2021, the 
Mennonite organization 
raised over $6.5 million 
through private donations.

“This doesn’t happen 
without a strong foun-
dation of values and 
commitment to addressing 
poverty,” Shantz said.

Donors included the 
Martin family of Wallen-
stein Feed & Supply, 

among many others.  
The project will be 

named the Delphine and 
Lloyd Martin Apartments 
in honour of the Martin 
family.

The building will be 
89,772 square feet, six-sto-
reys and include 90 units. 
Of these, 28 will be desig-

Seniors’ project chips away at affordability issue

→ PARKWOOD 13

Rick, Nancy, Lloyd Martin with daughter, son-in-law and grandchildren Stephanie, Brian, Micah and Manya Rempel at a ground-breaking 
ceremony May 26 at the Parkwood Seniors Community. Lloyd started Wallenstein Feeds in 1958. The new apartment complex, which 
will include 28 affordable units, will be named the Delphine and Lloyd Martin Apartments. Leah Gerber

FEW PARTS OF CANA-
DA’S AGRI-FOOD sector 
can be considered diverse. 
Food processing is the 
exception; it employs 
many new Canadians and 
represents a huge part of 
the economy. But there is 
still a lot of room for diver-
sity elsewhere.

New agri-food business 
is a prime example. Cana-
da’s population is changing 
and has a growing interest 
in non-traditional food 
preferences. This is a chal-
lenge for the food sector, 

but it’s also a significant 
opportunity for those 
poised to capitalize on it. 
The needs of tomorrow’s 
population will initially 
be met by niche-minded 
entrepreneurs, rather than 
by major food manufactur-
ers who now dominate the 
landscape.

The agri-food sector 
knows this, and has 
pressured the federal 
government to consider 
the positive impact of 
having all Canadians’ food 
needs met by homegrown 

agri-food sources – typi-
cally, small businesses that 
create jobs and, at present, 
help the economy recover 
from the pandemic.

Ottawa is getting the 
message. On Tuesday, 
Minister of Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Marie-
Claude Bibeau announced 
five agri-food organiza-
tions in Canada would 

when they bring together 
skilled and talented people 
from different genders, 
generations, and cultures,” 
she said. “The agriculture 
sector has everything to 
gain from growing its diver-
sity at a time when career 
and business opportunities 
are multiplying, from the 
farm to the laboratory, and 
through new technologies.”

The five recipients of the 
funding are the Fédéra-
tion des Agricultrices 
du Québec, the Native 
Women’s Association of 

Groundbreaking held at Parkwood site, with fundraising still ongoing ahead of actual construction

nated affordable housing, 
while the rest will be a 
combination of units for 
moderate and comfortable 
means. There will also be 
19 accessible apartments. 
The building will also 
include a dining room, 
patios, terraces, outdoor 
gardens, a classroom, 

Ottawa trying to help increase diversity in agriculture 
Canada, Indigenous Works, 
the Canadian Federation 
of Agriculture and the Do 
More Agriculture Foun-
dation, which focuses on 
farmers’ mental health 
awareness.

Bibeau noted that the 
organizations will help 
raise awareness in the 
sector of the barriers to 
starting and growing an 
agriculture or agri-food 
business.

As examples of the work 
to be done, she cited a 

event space, and industrial 
kitchen.

The project saw its 
fair share of issues with 
inflation and supply chain 
issues over the last year.

“And I never heard 
Elaine complain once,” 
said Marion Good, chair 
of the board, during her 

speech.
A million dollars are still 

needed to fund the afford-
able portion of the project. 
Shantz said that million 
is the organization’s last 
mile.

 “If you’ve ever run a 
marathon, then you’ll 
know the last mile is the 

hardest,” she said.
In response, the Park-

wood team launched a 
campaign and a brochure 
with opportunities for 
people to donate the cost of 
furnishings and appliances 
for the kitchen, classroom 
and common areas of the 
building. There are still 
naming opportunities left 
for the building as well.

The building is expected 
to be completed in winter 
2023 to early 2024.

The project is being built 
as Waterloo Region is expe-
riencing a housing crisis. 
In 2020 there were more 
than 6,000 households on 
the municipality’s commu-
nity housing waitlist.  
According to the region’s 
housing stability data, 
the wait time for seniors 
waiting for community 
housing increased by 50 
per cent between 2016 and 
2017.

There were just under six 
million seniors in Canada 
in 2016, according to the 
government of Canada’s 
report on senior housing 
needs. That represented 

receive almost $735,000 
to increase the participa-
tion of under-represented 
groups. 

Diversity and inclusion 
are integral to creating 
an economy that works 
for everyone, says the 
minister, adding that the 
assistance is designed to 
help more people from 
diverse backgrounds enter 
the industry and pursue 
careers as agricultural 
entrepreneurs. 

“Companies and organi-
zations are most successful 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought



12  |  B U S I N E S S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, June 2, 2022

Only water 
5:30–10 a.m. and 

7–11 p.m.

The Water Conservation By‐law is in The Water Conservation By‐law is in
effect May 31 to September 30effect May 31 to September 30

Know your day and follow the rules to help 
conserve our community’s water. Water lawns 
once per week, based on your house number.

Water wisely!Water wisely!

If your address ends in:
0 or 1 your watering day is: Monday
2 or 3 Tuesday
4 or 5 Wednesday
6 or 7 Thursday
8 or 9 Friday

Follow the by-law to help reduce summer strain on our water 
supply. Thanks for doing your part!

For more information:
bit.ly/WaterBylaw, 519-575-4400

Deaf and hard of hearing 
(TTY): 519-575-4608

• You can water shrubs, trees and gardens, wash vehicles or top up pools 
every other day: even-numbered addresses on even days of the 
month and odd-numbered addresses on odd days.

• Using a bucket, watering can or rain barrel is 
allowed anytime.

• For newly-planted grass and nematode 
applications, apply online or call.

Notice of Public Consultation Centre #2- 
Online Heidelberg Water Supply System

Schedule B Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment

The Region of Waterloo (Region) is undertaking a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (EA) Study to identify potential water supply system upgrades for the 
community of Heidelberg in the Township of Woolwich (see Study Area map). Some of 
the existing components of the water supply system infrastructure are reaching the end 
of their service life. This EA Study is looking at the best way to address this issue.

How can I participate in this Study?
A Public Consultation Centre (PCC #2) is being held online through the Region’s 
YouTube channel to provide an update on the project, review the list of alternative 
solutions, and seek your input on the evaluation of alternatives. The preferred 
solution will be identified based on the evaluation, as well as input received from 
agencies, Indigenous communities and stakeholders.

This EA Study is being undertaken in accordance with the planning and design 
process for Schedule B projects, as outlined in the Municipal Class EA document 
(2000, as amended in 2007, 2011 and 2015) which is an approved process under the 
Ontario Environmental Assessment Act.

The PCC materials will be available on the Region’s YouTube channel and the 
Region’s website starting on June 7, 2022:

Where: https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/CurrentWaterProjects/   

 https://www.youtube.com/user/regionofwaterloo

Please provide comments to a member of the project team by July 7, 2022 using the 
contact information below. You can also send your comments to one of the following 
team members:

Ayman Khedr, P.Eng, M.A.Sc
EIT, Engineering and Planning
Region of Waterloo, Water Services 
Phone: 519-575-4400 ext. 4412
AKhedr@regionofwaterloo.ca

If you have any accessibility requirements in order to participate in this study, please 
contact Ayman Khedr, Region of Waterloo. Information will be collected in accordance 
with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of 
personal information, all comments will become part of the public record.

David Kielstra, MA, EP, MCIP, RPP
Environmental Planner 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Phone: 905-381-3247
David.Kielstra@stantec.com

Board of Director Applications for the 
Waterloo Regional Heritage Foundation
The Waterloo Regional Heritage Foundation is a non-profit Corporation that assists in 
the preservation of the heritage and culture for the Region of Waterloo.

This is an exciting time for the Foundation, as it completes a strategic review to 
consider how the role our heritage and historic environment is evolving as we mature 
as a community, and to evaluate how it aligns with Regional Council’s strategic 
priorities, including Climate Action, and Equity, Diversity and Inclusion.

Board of Director applications are available via website (www.wrhf.org), or email 
wrhf@regionofwaterloo.ca. The application deadline is June 9, 2022.

The By-laws for the Foundation provide for the election of ten members-at-large to its 
Board of Directors. As of the Annual Meeting, there will be six (6) vacancies to be 
filled for three-year terms. The Board of Directors currently meets electronically at 
5:30 p.m. on the 4th Tuesday of each month, except July, August and December.

Elections will be held at the 
Annual General Meeting on

Tuesday, June 14, 2022 at 5:30 p.m.
 Meeting to be held Electronically

If you wish to attend the meeting please contact the Foundation Secretary at 
wrhf@regionofwaterloo.ca by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, June 13, 2022.
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xplornet.com

Call 1-866-207-5855 today!

Xplornet now offers  
wireless home Internet  

with speeds up to 50 Mbps  
and truly unlimited data!1

Wi-Fi router is INCLUDED • Your price is GUARANTEED for 1 full year4

Enjoy a credit of $25/month. For the next year, pay only:

$59 installation fee applies.3 1-year term required.  

LTE 25
25 Mbps1 max download speed
Unlimited data

$ 6999
/month2 /month2

$ 9999

LTE 50
50 Mbps1 max download speed
Unlimited data

Where available, as determined by the installer at your location. 1Speeds vary based on your technical configuration, traffic, servers, and other factors. Traffic management policy applies, see 
xplornet.com/policies. Xplornet Internet data is truly unlimited. There is no soft cap. 2Offer available for new customers only and valid until June 30, 2022. Taxes extra. Price before promotional 
credit is $94.99 for LTE 25 and $124.99 for LTE 50. Includes rental cost of equipment. 3Plans are subject to network availability at your location. Site check fee may apply. If installation 
requirements go beyond the scope of a basic installation, additional fees apply. See dealer for details. 4The Xplornet price guarantee matches the duration of the term. Xplornet is a trademark 
of Xplornet Communications Inc. © 2022 Xplornet Communications Inc.

Accreditation 
Number: 38988

We Care For You Like Family

Woolwich Community Health Centre
10 Parkside Dr, St. Jacobs, Ontario, N0B 2N0

martinspharmacy.ca

(519) 664-3785

almost 17 per cent of the 
total population, and the 
number is expected to 
increase to 24 per cent by 
2036.

In 2017, during a meet-
ing of federal, provincial 
and territorial ministers 
responsible for seniors, 
helping seniors age in 
community was identified 
as a key priority.

According to the 2016 
census, just under a 
quarter of seniors lived 
below suitable standards, 
meaning either they were 
living in a place unaf-
fordable, the housing was 
inadequate or unsuitable. 
Living in housing below 
acceptable standards and 
not having the means to 
address these issues, as 

well as affordability was a 
major issue faced espe-
cially by seniors living 
alone.

The report found that 
seniors face unique chal-
lenges when trying to find 
housing. New builds often 
do not include the acces-
sibility features they need 
such as railings, ramps 
or other safety features, 
while older buildings 
cannot always accommo-
date newer technology like 
motorized scooters and 
larger electric wheelchairs 
that need to be plugged in.

The report also found 
that seniors were the fast-
est growing demographic 
in Canada, and multi-
generational living was 
the fastest growing living 
arrangement.

PARKWOOD: Lack of housing 
options a growing issue for seniors

→FROM 11

ROBERTS: More diversity
→FROM 15

Executive director Elaine Shantz speaks at the ground-breaking 
ceremony.  The organization has raised more than $6 million in 
private donations in less than a year. Leah Gerber

national project to address 
systemic barriers facing 
women trying to succeed 
in agriculture. As well, she 
described local initiatives 
to empower Indigenous 
peoples to create business 
opportunities through 
traditional food and 
medicine, and a national 
research effort to address 
gaps in mental health 
support for under-repre-
sented groups working in 
agriculture.

According to Bibeau, 
for the agri-food sector to 
reach its potential, every-
one must have the opportu-
nity to fully contribute. It’s 
essential that Canadians in 
every region of the country 
see themselves reflected in 
the agriculture sector, she 
says.

Megz Reynolds, execu-

tive director of the Do More 
Agriculture Foundation, 
acknowledged the funding.

“While the needle has 
started to move in regards 
to talking about and 
supporting mental health 
in agriculture, we haven’t 
specifically looked into 
what support exists for 
minority groups within 
the industry,” she said. 
Her organization will 
use the federal funding 
to conduct research that 
identifies existing gaps 
in support and create 
collaborative next steps for 
how the industry can move 
forward.

Rarely does a govern-
ment funding announce-
ment contains so much 
substance and so little 
non-political rhetoric. 
Good for the minister, and 
for the agri-food sector.



14  |  E L M I R A  S U GA R  K I N G S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, June 2, 2022

Brock Reinhart

63 Union St., Elmira | 519.669.219863 Union St., Elmira | 519.669.219863 Union St., Elmira | 519.669.219863 Union St., Elmira | 519.669.219863 Union St., Elmira | 519.669.219863 Union St., Elmira | 519.669.219863 Union St., Elmira | 519.669.2198 35 Oriole Pkwy E., Elmira  |  519.669.1588

www.bridgelandterminals.com

48 Arthur St. S, Elmira | 519.669.1611

18 Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519.669.2561

Day-old chicks · Started pullets
Broilers · Ready-to-lay

Turkeys · Ducks

Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

2080 Northfield Dr. E. (RR2) | 519.669.1616

56 Howard Ave., #1, Elmira | 519.669.0264

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.3658

Specializing in Paint 
& Wall coverings

FOR ALL YOUR HOME
      DECORATING NEEDS.DECORATING

Specializing in Paint 
& Wall coverings

FOR ALL YOUR HOMEFOR ALL YOUR HOME
      DECORATING NEEDS.DECORATING

READ’S
SINCE 1961

martinselmira.com

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira | 519.669.2884

3074 Sawmill Rd., St. Jacobs | 519.664.3414

Email: info@wkdahms.com

390 Arthur St S, Elmira

• Gas 
• Diesel
• Propane Cylinder 
   Exchange
• Touch-Free Car Wash   

DUB-L-E

25 Industrial Dr #8, Elmira, | 519.669.2578

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.1350

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS WILL cap the 
2021-22 season with a 
banquet on Saturday. 
The team’s got plenty to 
celebrate.

It was a strong season 
that included finishing 
atop the Midwestern 
Conference with a record 
of 35-11-1-1. It came to end, 
however, on May 12 when 
the Elmira Sugar Kings 
lost 4-1 to the Cambridge 
Redhawks, the same 
tally as the best-of-seven 

series.
The Kings swept 

through the Brantford 
Bandits in the first 
round of the GOJHL 
playoffs, then defeated 
the Stratford Warriors 
in six games. But after 
winning the first game of 
the Cambridge series, the 
Kings lost the next four.

The success came in 
a season of challenges 
that followed two years of 
pandemic-related delays, 
disruptions and cancella-
tions. 

“I know we came up 
short in the playoffs, but 

the longevity of success 
that this group had 
despite losing players 
to the OHL, to injuries, 
COVID – whatever it was, 
for them to sustain the 
level of success that they 
had over the course of the 
year with that bad luck – 
or whatever you call those 
variables – they were able 
to set franchise records, 
they were able to lead the 
league as a group in statis-
tical categories,” said 
head coach Rob Collins of 
the season’s accomplish-
ments.

It’s a sentiment echoed 

by director of hockey 
operations Scott McMil-
lan.

“It was a unique season 
with lots of challenges. 
Everybody from the 
coaching staff to the train-
ing staff to the players all 
just did a phenomenal job. 
Ultimately, we came up 
three wins short of what 
our goal is, but everybody 
deserves top marks,” said 
McMillan. “Everybody 
just did such a phenom-
enal job. It just speaks to 
what a great organization 
that’s been built there.”

The challenging year 

Kings have reason to celebrate the season that was

Nathaniel Mott

Issac WestlakeAidan Yarde Jaxson Murray 

Logan Crans Owen O'Donnell Jack O'Donnell Owen Duiker

PHOTO CREDIT
RIAN SIDORKIEWICZ
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THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS WILL cap the 
2021-22 season with a 
banquet on Saturday. 
The team’s got plenty to 
celebrate.

It was a strong season 
that included finishing 
atop the Midwestern 
Conference with a record 
of 35-11-1-1. It came to end, 
however, on May 12 when 
the Elmira Sugar Kings 
lost 4-1 to the Cambridge 
Redhawks, the same 
tally as the best-of-seven 

series.
The Kings swept 

through the Brantford 
Bandits in the first 
round of the GOJHL 
playoffs, then defeated 
the Stratford Warriors 
in six games. But after 
winning the first game of 
the Cambridge series, the 
Kings lost the next four.

The success came in 
a season of challenges 
that followed two years of 
pandemic-related delays, 
disruptions and cancella-
tions. 

“I know we came up 
short in the playoffs, but 

the longevity of success 
that this group had 
despite losing players 
to the OHL, to injuries, 
COVID – whatever it was, 
for them to sustain the 
level of success that they 
had over the course of the 
year with that bad luck – 
or whatever you call those 
variables – they were able 
to set franchise records, 
they were able to lead the 
league as a group in statis-
tical categories,” said 
head coach Rob Collins of 
the season’s accomplish-
ments.

It’s a sentiment echoed 

by director of hockey 
operations Scott McMil-
lan.

“It was a unique season 
with lots of challenges. 
Everybody from the 
coaching staff to the train-
ing staff to the players all 
just did a phenomenal job. 
Ultimately, we came up 
three wins short of what 
our goal is, but everybody 
deserves top marks,” said 
McMillan. “Everybody 
just did such a phenom-
enal job. It just speaks to 
what a great organization 
that’s been built there.”

The challenging year 

Kings have reason to celebrate the season that was
was made even more 
difficult by the loss of an 
entire season of minor 
hockey, which left a big 
hole in the development 
of younger players, and 
hindered the ability of 
Junior teams to get a good 
read on potential recruits. 

“There are a couple 
of age groups that kind 
of felt the COVID situa-
tion, the cancellation of 
season and all that, as 
far as development goes. 
It made it tough on the 
scouts when it came to 
drafting, but that’s some-
thing everyone had to 

deal with,” said Collins.
Preparing for next 

season will be a little 
bit easier, more normal. 
Teams have been scouting 
since January, getting 
a handle on the young 
players that might be 
recruited into the Junior 
hockey ranks.

There’s been many 
more opportunities since 
January to watch the 
minor hockey players in 
action ahead of the June 
1 eligibility date to start 
signing prospects, McMil-
lan noted. 

“We’ve spent that time 

scouting, so you get a 
chance to get really famil-
iar with kids and know 
what their strengths are. 
We’re really excited about 
some of the kids that we’re 
getting positive feedback 
from about possibly play-
ing for us next year.

There will be roster 
spots available, for sure. 
Three from this year’s 
squad – Kurtis Goodwin, 
Nathaniel Mott and Jack 
Tos – have aged out of 
Junior B hockey. Others 
have indicated they’re 
exploring options, includ-
ing schooling. There are 

more than a few question 
marks.

“There’ll be quite a bit 
of turnover, but I think 
it’ll be positive,” said 
McMillan.

While management is 
already preparing for next 
season, there’s Saturday’s 
banquet to celebrate what 
was accomplished this 
year.

“That’ll be kind of the 
period to the end of the 
sentence, so to speak.  
We’ll kind of reminisce on 
everything that that group 
achieved and move on 
from there,” said Collins.

Nathaniel Mott Adam Grein Chris Black Simon Belanco Mason Eurig

Issac WestlakeAidan Yarde Jaxson Murray Daniel Fraleigh Kurtis Goodwin Brody Leblanc Luke Eurig

Logan Crans Owen O'Donnell Jack O'Donnell Owen Duiker Jayden Lammel Liam Everleigh Matthew Lunghi Daniel Botelho

PHOTO CREDIT
RIAN SIDORKIEWICZ
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Kings have reason to celebrate the season that was
was made even more 
difficult by the loss of an 
entire season of minor 
hockey, which left a big 
hole in the development 
of younger players, and 
hindered the ability of 
Junior teams to get a good 
read on potential recruits. 

“There are a couple 
of age groups that kind 
of felt the COVID situa-
tion, the cancellation of 
season and all that, as 
far as development goes. 
It made it tough on the 
scouts when it came to 
drafting, but that’s some-
thing everyone had to 

deal with,” said Collins.
Preparing for next 

season will be a little 
bit easier, more normal. 
Teams have been scouting 
since January, getting 
a handle on the young 
players that might be 
recruited into the Junior 
hockey ranks.

There’s been many 
more opportunities since 
January to watch the 
minor hockey players in 
action ahead of the June 
1 eligibility date to start 
signing prospects, McMil-
lan noted. 

“We’ve spent that time 

scouting, so you get a 
chance to get really famil-
iar with kids and know 
what their strengths are. 
We’re really excited about 
some of the kids that we’re 
getting positive feedback 
from about possibly play-
ing for us next year.

There will be roster 
spots available, for sure. 
Three from this year’s 
squad – Kurtis Goodwin, 
Nathaniel Mott and Jack 
Tos – have aged out of 
Junior B hockey. Others 
have indicated they’re 
exploring options, includ-
ing schooling. There are 

more than a few question 
marks.

“There’ll be quite a bit 
of turnover, but I think 
it’ll be positive,” said 
McMillan.

While management is 
already preparing for next 
season, there’s Saturday’s 
banquet to celebrate what 
was accomplished this 
year.

“That’ll be kind of the 
period to the end of the 
sentence, so to speak.  
We’ll kind of reminisce on 
everything that that group 
achieved and move on 
from there,” said Collins.

Adam Grein Chris Black Simon Belanco Mason Eurig

Daniel Fraleigh Kurtis Goodwin Brody Leblanc Luke Eurig

Jayden Lammel Liam Everleigh Matthew Lunghi Daniel Botelho
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Your full-service computer depot for a digital world.

Find us online www.realitybytescomputers.com

WE REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

System
Upgrades

Virus
Removal

Backup &
Recovery

E-Waste
Depot

WE ARE
OPEN FOR 
WALK-IN

BUSINESS

$59999 $39999

COME SEE US IN ELMIRA OR FERGUS TO CHECK OUT THESE GREAT DEALS ... and much m�e!

$39999

HP X360 1030 G2 
TOUCH SCREEN

i7-7600U 2.8ghz, 
8gb DDR4 Ram, 

256gb SSD, 13.3” FLIP 
TOUCH Screen

Windows 10 OS

DESKTOPS LAPTOPS  IPADSMACBOOKS

June

$14999

AMD A4-9120C APU 
 4GB x 32GB   
11.6” LCD  

HP CHROMEBOOK G8

AMD A4-9120C APU 

HP CHROMEBOOK G8

Dell E7450 
Intel i5 5300u 2.3ghz,

8GB DDR3 Ram,
256 GB SSD HD 14”

1920x1080 screen, 
Windows OS

$27999

LENOVO T560!
Intel i5 6300u 
2.4GHz, 8GB Ram, 
256GB SSD,
15.6” Screen, 
Windows 10 OS

$54999 $24999 $36999

Apple 
MacBooks 

Starting at

SAVE 
$100!

iPad 5
32 GBRegular$24999$$2499999

BLOWOUT!

MacBooks 

15.6”
SCREEN!

256gb SSD, 13.3” FLIP 

Intel i5 5300u 2.3ghz,

256 GB SSD HD 14”256gb SSD, 13.3” FLIP 

WOW!

36 Oriole Pkwy E.
519-669-5551

920 St. David St. N.,
519-787-0006

iPad 6
128 GB

LENOVO T560!
Intel i5 6300u 
2.4GHz, 8GB Ram, 
256GB SSD,
15.6” Screen, 
Windows 10 OS

$

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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ArtsArts Drayton Entertainment artistic director Alex 
Mustakas last week received the Meritorious 
Service Medal (Civil Division) from Governor 
General Mary Simon at a ceremony at Rideau 
Hall in Ottawa. Mustakas was recognized 
for his lifelong commitment to making the 
performing arts affordable and accessible. 

Classic Albums Live’s next performance will 
be Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers’ much-
lauded 1979 release Damn The Torpedoes. 
The concert is set for June 16 at 8 p.m. 
at the Centre In The Square in Kitchener.
www.centreinthesquare.com

GG award to Mustakas Some classic Petty on tap

SOUTH
Sir Ernest Shackleton’s glorious epic of the Antarctic,
digitally re-mastered and IN CINEMAS for a limited time!
An epic that demands to be seen on the big screen!

Jun 3 - 7pm • Jun 4 - 7pm
Jun 5 - 4:30 pm • Jun 6 - 6:35 pm
Jun 7 - 7pm • Jun 8 - 8:45 pm
princesscinemas.com

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

DON’T BE SHOCKED IF 
YOU hear the clanking of 
swords or witness a little 
outlawry down in Elmira’s 
Gibson on Saturday. It’s 
just the return of the Robin 
in the Hood Medieval 
Festival.

After a forced hiatus 
due to the pandemic, the 
ode to Robin Hood, his 
Merry Men and the rest 
of the gang from Notting-
ham continues a tradition 
started more than two 
decades ago.

The inspiration of 
artistic director DJ Carroll, 
head of the drama depart-
ment at Elmira District 

Robin returns to his Elmira Hood
After a two-year hiatus due to the pandemic, the Robin in the Hood festival returns to Elmira Saturday, bringing with it plenty of swordplay and archery, as expected. Submitted

Secondary School, the 
festival captures the 
romantic spirit of the 
medieval times – the 
royalty, the knights, the 
battles – with a story 
featuring the beloved 
characters of Sherwood 
Forest.

It’ll be a scaled-back 
event as organizers look to 
ramp up again.

“We haven’t run for a 
couple of years and we’re 
kind of just getting back 
into the swing of things. So 
I mean, the basic building 
blocks will be the same. 
There might be a few 
less[stage] fights or a few 
less shows, but there will 
still be vendors, there’ll 
still be shows, there’ll be 

fights. We will still have 
our archery tournament. 
All the things that patrons 
look forward to should all 
be there,” said Liz Guest, 
the festival’s director of 
community relations.

What is normally a 
two-day festival will be a 
one-day event. The educa-
tion day that usually sees 
about a thousand Grade 4 
students has not returned 
this year. Instead the festi-
val opted to provide virtual 
educational resources. 

Still, the board and 
committee members that 
run the festival are looking 
forward to the event 
returning.

“I think it’s just a lot of 
fun for us to run. There’s 

definitely kind of a small-
town, family atmosphere 
between our cast and 
our volunteers. For our 
patrons, it is the day that 
you can get out to the park 
and see some really cool 
stuff. It’s all pretty local. 
I think most of the time 
when you think of festivals 
and whatnot, you’d have 
to go to a larger city, so it’s 
nice that it’s here in our 
backyard that we have this 
festival running,” Guest 
said.

The event started more 
than 20 years ago, and 
features everything one 
would expect from a 
renaissance fair such as 
shows focusing on the 
story of Robin Hood or 

general medieval themes, 
archery and knight tour-
naments, and vendors sell-
ing food and other items 
related to that time period. 

All this is made possible 
by volunteers, Guest said.

“We are an entirely 
volunteer-run organiza-
tion, everyone from our 
board of directors, our cast 
members to our T-shirt 
volunteers. It’s quite a few 
of us that it takes to put 
together every year and we 
just come out because we 
love doing it.”

This year’s festival 
is described as being a 
surprise party for Prince 
John.

“After two years of no 
celebrations, the Prince 

feels very sad – and the 
rest of Nottingham has 
noticed. But Maid Marian, 
the sheriff, and Robin 
Hood have hatched a plan 
to cheer up the prince, 
to throw him a grand 
surprise party,” the festival 
website states.

The festival runs from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. with tickets 
being sold at $5 for ages 
3-14, $10 for ages 15 and 
up or $20 per family of 
up to two adults and four 
children.

“It’ll be fun, we’re just 
about there. It’s been a 
long two years and we’re 
happy to be back,” Guest 
said.

For more information, see 
www.robininthehood.com.

On hold during the pandemic, the popular annual medieval festival is back on at Gibson Park this weekend
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will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted Work Wanted
NEED A RIDE? SMALL 
DELIVERIES,? MEDI-
cal appointments? 
shopping? Up-coun-
try, Toronto, Hamil-
ton, London Gary 
519-577-1750.

For Sale
HILLCREST HOME 
BAKING ICE CREAM 
Sale. May 31 June 18th. 
Chapmans Original 2L 
$3.50; Premium 2L 
$4.99. 519-669-1381.

LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haff-
n e r  T r u c k i n g , 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Installers Required 
Cabinets and Millwork

HOMESTEAD WOODWORKS continues to be an innovative leader in 
architectural wood design & finishing within Waterloo Region and beyond. 
We have immediate full-time openings for the following positions.

• Onsite cabinet building & installation 
and/or install high-end trim packages, 
beams & exterior entrance systems 
and stair cases

• Assembly of kitchens & cabinetry 
and/or millwork projects

• Other woodworking tasks
• Some heavy lifting involved
• Valid Ontario Drivers License and 

clean drivers abstract required
• Some experience is necessary

Your duties would include:

The successful candidates will be motivated, enthusiastic, courteous, and 
friendly.  We are looking for dependable, respectful team players with a 
strong work ethic and good communication skills.
The company offers excellent wage, benefits, and bonus programs. 

For more details or to submit a resume, please contact tony@hsww.ca.

Looking for individuals to work around 
livestock, mainly cattle/sheep and lambs.
Part-time with possibility of full-time.
Livestock handling experience is preferred

Part-time 
Livestock Handler  

Reply to: Ontario Livestock Exchange
P.O Box 443
Waterloo, Ontario
N2J 4A9
or email  lwitzel@olex.on.ca
               mmoser@olex.on.ca 
or call     519-884-2082

Looking for an office clerk/ ring clerk for 
a fast paced environment.         
Customer service is involved
Agricultural knowledge is beneficial.

Part-time 
Office Clerk

Reply to: Ontario Livestock Exchange
P.O Box 443
Waterloo, Ontario
N2J 4A9
or email  lwitzel@olex.on.ca
               mmoser@olex.on.ca 
or call     519-884-2082

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

2065 Floradale Rd. RR1 Elmira.

Earlidale is a meat processing facility 
that produces a wide variety of quality 
fresh and smoked meat products for 
onsite retail and distribution to the 
private retail sector across Southern 
Ontario. 

We are currently seeking an individual
for our sausage room and general 
meat plant work.

An understanding of meat processing 
and proteins an asset, but will consider 
all applicants. 

This position offers a competitive indus-
try wage to the successful applicant.

APPLY IN PERSON AT:

OR CALL: 
519-669-2300

Help Wanted

For Sale
TREES & SHRUBS FOR 
SALE. SHADE TREES; 
apple, pear, peach, 
plum, cherry, apricot, 
nectarines; blueberries, 
aroniaberry, grapes, 
rhubarb, raspberries, 
etc; blue spruce, white 
spruce, Norway spruce 
& lots of nice cedars 
to make green fence 
hedges & windbreaks. 
Range 1-6 feet tall. Now 
is a good time to plant! 
Excellent quality plants. 
Stop in Monday to 
Saturday, 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
at Martin's Nursery, c/o 
Emanuel E.M. Martin, 
42661 Orangehill Rd., 
Wroxeter Ont. N0G 2X0. 
(1 km north of Wroxeter 
on Belmore Line).

For Sale
MACHING EQUIP-
MENT FOR SALE. 
Milling machine, lathe 
and tooling. Complete 
machining pack-
age. Contact Paul at 
519-897-9471.

OVEN READY CHICK-
ENS. $2.50/LB, ABOUT 
7 lbs each. 10 or more 
will sell at $2.00/lb. 
519-669-0991.

Farm Services
BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Farm 
Services

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
WOMAN WITH DOG 
LOOKING FOR RURAL 
house to rent. I have 
a p p l i a n c e s  a n d 
cosmetic fixer upper 
is acceptable. Refer-
ences from current 
landlord available. 
519-546-6146

Wanted
BUYING ALL POCKET 
OR WRIST WATCHES , 
working or not. Omega 
I.W.C. Bretling, Rolex, 
Tudor, Patek, Universal, 
Hamilton, Ball, Howard 
etc, especially interested 
in vintage, gold & silver 
jewellery all coins & 
bank notes, all group of 
7 paintings, scrap gold & 
sliver toys, military items. 
Call Terry @ 242-6900 
or gallamore@golden.
net, fair honest prices. 
Confidentiality assured. 
Have mask, will travel.

Rentals
1 BEDROOM WITH 
BALCONY IN 55+ 
Pondview, Wellesley. 
Call 519-569-9722.

2 BEDROOM APART-
MENT AVAILABLE 
near downtown Elmira. 
Call 226-600-0135.

AVAILABLE JULY 1ST 
DRAY TON, ON 2 
bedroom unit with in 
unit laundry. Newer 
Laminate  f loors 
throughout.Washer, 
Dryer Fridge, Stove & 
Wall airconditioner. 2nd 
floor unit, Rent 1200.00 
monthly plus hydro & 
Water. Call Mildred Frey 
cell 519-741-6970.

Comm/
Industrial For 
Rent

COMMERCIAL ROOM 
FOR RENT. 69 AND 73 
Arthur St S. Elmira. 
Contact the Clock 
Tower Wellness Centre. 
519-669-4425.

Trades & 
Services

C U S TO M  L AW N 
OVERSEEDING AND 
lawn seeding. Call 
519-503-5641.

S U N - S H A D E S , 
MANUAL OR MOTOR-
ized, Solar Control 
Window Film. reduces 
heat build-up, Reduces 
A/C costs, Protects 
against UV damage, 
519-577-1750 Gary.

Garage Sales
GARAGE SALE - 21 
RAISING MILL GATE, 
Elmira. Fri. June 3, 
5-8 p.m., Sat.June 4, 
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Gently 
used children's clothing 
and footwear, Menno-
nite girl dresses, baby 
items, nearly new Ergo 
Baby carrier, pop up 
beach tent, bikes, home 
decor, and much more!

GARAGE SALE - 
DOORS, KITCHEN 
appliances, table/
chairs, cabinet, room 
air conditioner, paint-
ings and more at 39 
Riverside Drive West, 
Saturday 9 till 1.

GARAGE SALE - MULTI 
FAMILY. 15 SNYDER 
Ave. S., Elmira. June 
4th, 8-2.

GARAGE SALE - SAT. 
JUNE 4, 8 TO 3, 18, 20 
& 22 Tanager St. Elmira. 
Wheel barrow, shovels, 
lots of soccer shoes, 
skates, hockey equip-
ment, dehumidifier, area 
rug, 500 books, 7 bicy-
cles & household items.

HUGE WELLESLEY 
COMMUNITY GARAGE 
Sale at Wellesley Arena, 
1004 Catherine St. and 
Town Wide. Saturday, 
June 4 at 8am-1pm. 
Many vendors plus 
free hotdogs, popcorn 
& refreshments. Map 
of town wide sale avail-
able at arena.

MULTI FAMILY - 3450 
LOBSINGER LINE, ST. 
Clements. June 2, 3, 4 
8 a.m. - ? Household 
items, furniture, Ridgid 
tools, toys, vintage 
antiques, white bunk 
beds, toddler bed, 34" 
front door, 34" storm 
door, children's books, 
window air conditioner.

RETIRED FARMERS 
GARAGE SALE. 60 
Falcon Dr., Elmira, June 
4, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Lots 
of stuff.

SAT. JUNE 4TH 
GARAGE SALE AT 1770 
Lobsinger Line 8 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. Tools, house-
hold items, books, wall 
shelves, kids wagon, 
plastic pool, and much 
much more.

YARD SALE - 1606 
FLORADALE RD. FRI. 
June 3, noon - 5 p.m., 
Sat. June 4, 8a.m. - 2 p.m.

Coming Events
ALL NEW, CURRENT 
AND FORMER PARISH-
ioners are invited to 
an important meet-
ing June16 at 7 p.m. 
regarding Saint Tere-
sa-Elmira and St. 
Boniface-Maryhi l l 
joining together under 
the leadership of one 
priest. The meeting 
will be in St. Boniface 
Church. Monsignor 
Murray Kroetsch and 
Jim Long, Director of 
Finance & Administra-
tion will be speaking.

Help Wanted 
Continues 
on page 19
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SERVICE TECHNICIAN
Travel to client sites throughout Southern Ontario to service 

and repair material handling and conditioning equipment.

• Earn a competitive hourly wage and generous year-end bonuses.

• Work with a team of highly-skilled tradespeople who are 
passionate about the work they do.

• Grow within the role or beyond it – there are opportunities for 
advancement in our service department.

Please submit your resume directly to:
recruiting@horstsystems.com

or call 519 669 1300 for more information.

Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Installer
to join our team. In this position you would be working with 

one of our install teams installing high quality custom kitchens 
and stairs. In this position you would be reporting 

to our  Install manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet install experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic 
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. Thank you.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

 ↆ R E A L  E S A T E

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

NEW LISTING

22 Meadowlark Rd., Elmira

All brick bungalow w/4 bdrms on the main fl r. Central location to schools & 
park. 1655 sq. ft. Spacious rms. Main fl r laundry. Updated bathrooms. Country 
style eat-in kitchen. Large fi nished rec rm w/gas F.P. Potential of fi nishing 
more bsmt space. 3 pce bathroom downstairs. Replacement windows/furnace 
& C/Air. Lovely stamped concrete patio at rear. Private yard. Garden doors 
from master bdrm to patio area.  New MLS $899,900.00

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

114 Maple St., Drayton

Nearly new Semi-detached w/double ga-
rage! 1,759 sq. ft.  Open concept main 
fl r with kitchen, dining and living space. 
Lovely cabinetry w/granite counters & 
island, laminate fl ooring, 2 pc bath and 
9’ ceilings on main fl r. Second fl r boasts 
spacious upper family room, 3 bdrms, 4 
pc bathroom & laundry closet. Master 
bdrm with 3 pc ensuite and large closet. 
Unspoiled basement with rough-in for 2 
pc bath. Numerous upgrades at time of 
building. Backing onto farmland.  MLS 
$724,900.00  

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Emily Minielly

519-504-6247
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

WHAT IS YOUR HOME WORTH? CALL US 
FOR A COMPLIMENTARY HOME EVALUATION.

 ↆPUZZLE SOLUTIONS
A Q U A R I U M

 HARD

 EASY

Help Wanted Continued from page 18

Local readers just got easier to reach.

observerxtra.com/classifieds

Connecting with the best local 
audience is easy and cost effective 
with The Observer. Order and pay 
online in the newly revamped and 
online order system.

Use your credit or debit cards 
knowing it’s safe and secure.

observerxtra.com/scores

Submit your sports team’s 
scores online today.
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

BOOKING FOR 2022

(ELMIRA)
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Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with 
residual built in 

Serving KW and 
surrounding area

Thorncreek Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest 
Management 

ↆ LO C A L  S E R V I C E S

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

Your Complete Source for Landscaping & Lawn Care
 Landscape Build
 Interlocking Stone
 Retaining Walls & Steps
Water Features 
 Back Hoe & Skid Steer 

Services
 Sodding & Seeding 

 Planting, Pruning & 
Mulching 

 Rolling & Aerating 
 Over Seeding 
 Fertilizing 
Weed Management 
 Chinchbug Control 

Get your
FREE

quote now!

10%
OFF

Prepayment  
Discounts for 

Lawn Care

 Grub Control 
 Sod Webworm Control 

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-4

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

Martin’s Nursery 
Hydrangea Shrubs & Trees
Shade & Flowering Trees 
Large selection of fruit trees
(fruit bearing age)
Hedging & Windbreaks
Spruce, Pine, Cedars
Shrubs, Grasses 
& much 
more! 

HONEY FOR SALE 
BEE Supplies Etc. 

We sell a complete line 
of Bee Supplies; including 

Extracting Equipment, jars, 
pails, Varroa mite treatments 

and Bees, Nucs, Queens.

C/O EMANUEL E.M. MARTIN 
42661 Orangehill Road, RR#1, Wroxeter, ON
1 Concession North of Wroxeter on Belmore Line

Mon. – Sat. 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

ORHBS Select Queens (Weekly) 

#CHAMPIONTHETRUTH

PATRICK MERLIHAN, OWNER

The Observer has been going head-to-head in competition with our peers in the newspaper 
industry across Ontario for the past two decades. In that time, The Observer consistently 
delivers the hardware being recognized in all facets of newspaper production. It is a testament to 
the dedication and talent of the Observer staff through the years of delivering award-winning 
community news. We couldn’t be prouder of the achievements of our staff making The Observer 
the best it can be.

JOE MERLIHAN, OWNER

WE ARE #
GENERAL EXCELLENCE
Circulation 12,500-22,499

BEST EDITORIAL
Steve Kannon

CARTOONIST OF THE YEAR
Scott Arnold

SPECIAL SECTION
Circulation  over 10,000

ORIGINAL AD IDEA
Patrick Merlihan

BEST COMMUNITY WEBSITE
Observer Staff

ONLINE SPECIAL INITIATIVE
Patrick Merlihan
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ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M Obituary

Death Notice

BEITZ, HERBERT 
- Passed away 
peacefully, with his 
beloved wife of 52 
years, Diane (nee 
Hasson) and best 
friend of almost 70 
years, Tom (Sharon) 
Otterbein, on Satur-
day, May 28, 2022, 
at Freeport Hospital 
in Kitchener at the 
age of 82.

1172 Henry Street,
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0

519-656-2880

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com

A Continuing Tradition Of Trust & Reassurance

Christopher W. Franklin
Funeral Director

Gingrich, Orton M.
Peacefully answered the call home 
after an inspiring and courageous 
battle with cancer on Wednesday, 
May 25, 2022 at the age of 88. Orton 
leaves to mourn his children Kathy 
(Sam) Coffman, Ken (Vicki) Gingrich, 
and dearest friend and companion 
Violet Martin. Also survived by Mary 
(Mrs. Edgar) Gingrich, Mary (Mrs. 
Wilmer) Gingrich, Rufus and Verna 
Gingrich, Hope Gingrich, Almeda 
and George Frey, Sally Gingrich, 
Vern and Joyce Gingrich, and in-laws 
Lorne and Florence Metzger, Karen 
Metzger, and Eileen and Phares 
Martin. Lovingly remembered by 
his many nieces, nephews and their 
families. Orton was also “Papa G” to 
Carolyn Cauchi. Predeceased by his 
wife Elvina (Metzger), parents Noah 
and Katie Gingrich, in-laws Joseph, 
Katie, and Amanda Metzger, sister 
Irene, brothers Edgar, Wilmer, Ian, 
Lloyd and Oscar Gingrich, in-laws 
Luida Gingrich, Harvey and Minerva 
Martin, Florence Metzger, and Tilman 
Metzger. Having been raised on the 
family farm, Orton was no stranger to 
work as evidenced by a career spanning 
over 41 years at Martin Feed Mills that 
included everything from delivering 
feed, to being mill foreman, to various 
office positions. After retiring from the 
mill, Orton decided he wasn’t finished 
with work and took a position with 
Stoltz Sales and Service in Elmira. 
When time allowed, he enjoyed 
sharing his wit and wisdom with 
family and friends whether it be while 
golfing, bowling, travelling locally or 
internationally, or simply enjoying 
the moment. Rest in peace. You have 
earned the rewards. Visitation took 
place on Sunday, May 29, 2022 from 
2-5 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. Funeral 
service was held at 2 p.m. on Monday, 
May 30, 2022 at Floradale Mennonite 
Church, 22 Florapine Rd., Floradale 
followed by reception and private 
family burial. In lieu of flowers the 
family requests donations to be made 
to Grand River Regional Cancer Centre 
or Hospice Wellington in memory of 
Orton. Deepest thank you extended 
to Dr. Jones, Dr. Graczyk, Dr. Wang 
and their entire healthcare team, the 
nursing staff on 6-S and 6-B at Grand 
River Hospital and the amazing staff 
at Hospice Wellington. The care and 
compassion shown to Orton and his 
family was overwhelming and second 
to none.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

STEWART, HAROLD  
(HARRY) ROBERTS

It is with sadness that we announce 
the death of Harry Stewart of Elmira 
on May 26th, 2022, in his ninetieth 
year.  He was the loving partner and 
best friend of Gwen (Klinck) Stewart 
(2009) for over 50 years.

Harry will be lovingly remembered 
by his sons, Steven and his wife Carol 
of Waterloo and Paul and his wife 
Cindy of London. He was the proud 
and loving Poppy of Kyra Stewart of 
Waterloo and Jonathon Stewart, who 
predeceased him in 2020.

Harry will be remembered by his 
brother and sisters, Isabelle Skor of 
Baltimore, Maryland, Mid Stewart of 
Perth, Gwen McEwen and her husband 
Don of Madoc, Doug Stewart and his 
wife Mary Ellen of North Augusta, 
Vivian Munroe and her husband Gary, 
and Linda Montgomery of Perth as 
well as his sister-in-law Judy Klinck 
of Kitchener. He will be lovingly 
remembered by his many nieces and 
nephews. 

Harry was predeceased by his parents 
Herb and Emma Stewart, brothers 
George, Stan, Reg, and Sam, his sisters 
Thelma, Dorothy, and Patsy. 

Harry was a proud Ex Cadet (3433) 
Class of 55, of the Royal Military College 
of Kingston, Ontario, graduating as 
a chemical engineer from Queen’s 
University. He moved to Elmira 
accepting a job at Uniroyal Chemical, 
where he worked and managed the 
chemical division and was chief of 
the company fire dept. for over 34 
years. He took pride in his community 
whether it was volunteering at Trinity 
United Church, West Montrose United 
Church, The Royal Canadian Legion, 
the Blood Donor Clinics, Chateau 
Gardens Retirement Home, or the 
Elmira Curling Club. 

The family would like to thank the 
staff of Chartwell Retirement and 
Long Term Care for the love and 
support they gave Harry over the last 
many years.

At Harry’s request, cremation has 
taken place and there will be no 
funeral visitation. A graveside service 
for family and friends will take place 
at 2 p.m. on Friday, June 3, 2022 at St. 
James Lutheran Cemetery, Elmira 
(across from Harry and Gwen’s house).

Donations in Harry’s memory 
would be gratefully accepted to  
www.jack.org, Make-A-Wish Canada 
or the charity of your choice. 
Arrangements entrusted to the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Taylor, Michael Neville
Mike passed away peacefully from 
complications of diabetes and a recent 
surgery on Friday, May 27, 2022 at St. 
Mary’s Hospital, Kitchener at the age 
of 81. Beloved husband of Wendy 
Taylor of Elmira. Loved father of 
Donna Taylor (Bill Campbell) of 
Kitchener, Jim (Lisa) Taylor of 
Kitchener, and step-father of Amanda 
Freeman (Steve), Benjamin Fink, and 
Jennifer Fink (Ryan Kraemer). Dear 
grandfather of Michael and Tasha, 
step-grandfather of Samantha, 
Nathan, Jasmine; Ashley and Nathan, 
and great-grandfather of Peyton, 
Taylor and Xavier. Will be missed by 
brother Kirk and his wife Daryl Taylor, 
mother-in-law Grace Oberle, many 
nieces, nephews and their families. 
Predeceased by his parents Peter and 
Kathleen (Bond) Taylor, brother Peter 
Taylor. Major Michael Taylor retired 
after 25 years of military service with 
the Royal Canadian Air Force. He flew 
commercial aircraft for four years, 
was the owner of the Steddick Hotel 
in Elmira for eight years, and was the 
director of flight planning for Navtech 
Inc. At Mike’s request, cremation has 
taken place. A celebration of life will be 
held on Friday, June 3, 2022 from 5-8 
p.m. at the Elmira Legion, Branch 469, 
11 First St. E., Elmira. As expressions 
of sympathy, donations to Woolwich 
Community Services or Diabetes 
Canada would be appreciated and 
may be made through the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Moser, Raymond Carl
Passed away peacefully at Grand 
River Hospital, Kitchener on Friday, 
May 27, 2022 at the age of 59 years. 
Cherished brother of Ed Moser, 
Elizabeth Moser and Margaret Moser. 
Ray will be missed by his godmother 
Laura Voll, many aunts, uncles, 
cousins and friends. Predeceased by 
his parents Joseph and Alma (Bruder) 
Moser. Family was very important 
to Ray. He enjoyed going to Sugar 
Kings games, conversations with his 
godmother, floor hockey and bowling 
with his friends. A special thank you 
to all the staff at Assisted Living who 
treated Ray as family. A private family 
service will take place. As expressions 
of sympathy, donations to Elmira 
District Community Living. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Obituary

Orvie Bowman 
& Allan Hoffman

All are invited to an  
open-house in memory of  

Orvie Bowman (1972-2021) and  
Allan Hoffman (1935-2020) on 

Sunday, June 12, 2022. 

Drop in anytime between 2pm and 
5pm at Woodside Bible Fellowship, 

200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. Visiting 
is from 2-3 and 4-5, with a time of 

singing from 3-4.

Celebration of Life

Ain’t no horsin’ around.
He’s not been put to pasture yet.

This old guy is turning 70 June 6th.
Wishing you many more.

Lots of love from your family

Birthday

Harry Smith 
October 27, 1943 – January 13, 2022
Jocelyn and Cait will be holding a 
Celebration of Life for our Dad, Harry 
Smith, who passed away on Thursday, 
January 13, 2022. Please join us on 
Saturday, June 25, 2022 from 12 – 3 
p.m. at the Elmira Legion Community 
Hall, 11 First St. E., Elmira. Lunch 
will be served and cash bar available. 
Eulogy to be spoken at 2 p.m. Please 
RSVP to Jocelyn by Saturday, June 11 
if you plan to attend. 519-575-2668 or 
mrsschaef1@gmail.com

Celebration of Life

Post an ad. Pay for it. 
Make your next hire.
Hire local with the power of print and online.
Book a print job listing: 519-669-5790 ext104

jobs.observerxtra.com
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Living HereLiving Here St. Mary’s General Hospital’s RedDAY returns 
on June 10, a day focused on rallying indi-
viduals, families, and employers to join the 
movement to improve the sustained health 
and well-being of the Waterloo Region 
community. People are encouraged to wear 
red, take a photo and upload it on social 
media with #RedDAYFriday and head over 
to redday.ca to donate.

The GRCA is undertaking a flood damage 
assessment study for the communities of 
Grand Valley, Waldemar and Drayton, thanks 
to a $78,000 grant from the federal National 
Disaster Mitigation Program (NDMP). The 
NDMP grant will contribute up to 50% of the 
project’s funding, which is expected to cost 
approximately $156,000.

The wearing of the red GRCA flooding study

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I am 
54 and have had two preg-
nancies. I was recently 
diagnosed with vaginal 
prolapse and am not sure 
where to begin with treat-
ment. I've heard I may need 
surgery, but are there other 
options? What is the best 
long-term treatment?

ANSWER: Pelvic organ 
prolapse is a common 
pelvic floor disorder that 
occurs when normal 
support of the pelvic floor 
is weakened or damaged. 
If the muscles and layers 
of connective tissue of the 

Surgical and nonsurgical treatment options for vaginal prolapse

pelvic floor weaken and 
stretch, the pelvic organs, 
which include the vagina, 
cervix, uterus, bladder, 
urethra, intestines and 
rectum, can fall downward 
– prolapsing or herniating 
– to or past the opening of 
the vagina.

Prolapse of the uterus, 
bladder (cystocele) and 
rectum (rectocele), and 
vaginal wall can lead to a 
feeling of pelvic pressure 

or fullness, or a feeling of a 
bulge within the vagina. In 
some cases, these symp-
toms may be mild in the 
morning but worsen as the 
day goes on.

A number of factors can 
lead to vaginal prolapse, 
including previous preg-
nancy, vaginal childbirth 
and aging. Chronic consti-
pation, chronic coughing, 
prior pelvic floor injury, 
lack of estrogen in the 
body after menopause, and 
repeated straining or heavy 
lifting over time also can 
contribute to weakening 
of the vaginal muscles and 

supportive tissues. Your 
genes also can influence 
the likelihood of develop-
ing prolapse. Smoking and 
obesity contribute to the 
risk of prolapse develop-
ment, too, so maintaining 
a healthy weight and life-
style are important.

If vaginal prolapse does 
not cause symptoms, or 
if you can manage your 
symptoms and they do 
not disrupt your daily 
activities, you may not 
need treatment now. 
Self-care measures, such 
as performing exercises 
called Kegel exercises to 

strengthen your pelvic 
muscles, may reduce your 
symptoms. Over time, 
however, the muscles and 
ligaments supporting your 
vagina may continue to 
weaken and prolapse could 
worsen. Because of that, 
it is important to follow 
up with your health care 
provider as time goes on to 
monitor your symptoms 
and the severity of the 
prolapse. Treatment is 
based on symptoms.

As prolapse progresses, 
you may feel increased 
vaginal pressure or full-
ness, and even see or feel a 

bulge near the opening of 
the vagina. Urinary prob-
lems, such as difficulty 
with urination, urinary 
urgency and frequency, 
sensation of not emptying 
the bladder, or leakage of 
urine, can occur. Some 
women also experience 
difficulty passing bowel 
movements, and feel the 
need to strain or push.

Once symptoms become 
bothersome, you should 
seek medical help to 
discuss your options. 
Conservative therapy 
includes working with 

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

JEREMY TRACEY 
REALLY, REALLY LOVES 
crokinole.

Last week he and his 
friend Ron Langill trav-
elled more than six hours 
to Voorheesville, New York, 
to participate in the 2022 
US Open World Crokinole 
Championships. Team 
RonJeremy walked away 
with first place.

Tracey is the owner of 
Tracey Boards in Elmira, 
where he and his family 
make crokinole boards 
and ship them around 
the world. His boards are 
regarded as some of the 
best in the world, and are 
exclusively used for the 
National Crokinole Asso-
ciation’s World Champion-
ships. 

He is looking forward 
to hosting the National 
Crokinole Association 
Players Tournament June 
4 at the Wilmot Recreation 
Centre in Baden, which 
will include both doubles 

and singles.
This event is in place 

of the usual National 
Crokinole Association 
championships held 
annually in Tavistock. The 
organization decided not 
to host this year because 
of the pandemic, but some 
players decided to host an 
event of their own. Tracey 
says most of the partici-
pants will be from Ontario, 
though at least one team 
is expected from Prince 
Edward Island, and some 
others from the Montreal 
area, he said.

Tracey also creates 
YouTube videos explaining 
how to play the game. He 
says he and Langill played 
against another team who 
said they had only been 
playing crokinole for a 
year, and had Tracey’s 
videos to thank for improv-
ing their skill.

“We needed to play well 
in order to beat that team,” 
said Tracey.

Tracey started Tracey 
Boards four years ago when 

Making the board ... and the leaderboard

→CROKINOLE 27
Jeremy Tracey holds the trophy he won from last weekend’s US Open World Crokinole Championships. The board-maker works along-
side his son Reid Tracey at the Elmira shop. Leah Gerber

Locals Jeremy Tracey and Ron Langill take the title at the 2022 US Open World Crokinole Championships

→ MAYO CLINIC 25

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

Our Goal is to Make Visiting the Shop as 
Stress-Free & Convenient as Possible. 

Not only is it our job to make sure your vehicle is safe and 
maintained; but also at your convenience without disrupting your 
schedule. When booking your next appointment, feel free to ask 

us about our shuttle service, request a loaner vehicle or a pick up 
from your home/workplace. 

Maintaining Your Car And Your Schedule
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Crispy tostadas 
topped with beans 

and veggies

Tostadas are crispy, 
flat corn tortillas sold 

in the supermarket. They 
are a great base for lots of 
quick meals and snacks. 
In this recipe, they are 
topped with a flavorful 
combination of roasted 
tomatoes and corn plus 
refried beans. A sprinkling 

of queso fresco (a crum-
bly, mild Mexican cheese) 
adds creaminess and a 
slight tang, and cilantro 
brings freshness.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Roasted Corn and Tomato Tostadas
▢ 2 1⁄2 cups cherry 
tomatoes, cut in half

▢ 1⁄2 cup frozen corn

▢ 1 tablespoon plus 1 
teaspoon vegetable oil, 
measured separately

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon chili 
powder (optional)

▢ 1⁄4 teaspoon salt

▢ 1⁄2 cup refried beans

▢ 4 (6- inch) corn 
tostadas

▢ 1⁄2 cup crumbled 
queso fresco or feta 
cheese

▢ 1⁄4 cup fresh cilantro 
leaves

1. Adjust oven rack to 
lower- middle posi-
tion and heat oven 
to 400 degrees.

2. In a medium 
bowl, stir tomatoes, 
corn, 1 tablespoon 
oil, chili powder (if 
using), and salt until 
well combined.

3. Spread tomato 
mixture into a 13-by-9-
inch baking dish. Bake 
until tomatoes are soft, 
20 to 25 minutes.

4. Meanwhile, in a 
small bowl, stir refried 
beans and remaining 
1 teaspoon oil until 
smooth. Use the back 

of a small spoon to 
spread beans evenly 
over tostadas. Place 
tostadas on a rimmed 
baking sheet.

5. Transfer the baking 
dish to a cooling rack. 
Use a large spoon to 
carefully spoon tomato 
mixture evenly over 
tostadas. Bake tosta-
das until the beans are 
warm, about 5 minutes.

6. Transfer the baking 
sheet to a cooling rack. 
Sprinkle with cheese 
and cilantro. Use a 
spatula to carefully 
transfer tostadas 
to plates. Serve.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Pentecost Sunday
9:30 am

Jonathan Brubacher Preaching

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

SATURDAY, JUNE 4
▢ St. Jacobs Lions Club bottle drive from 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. Drop off at St. Jacobs Lions Hall. Curb-
side pickup starts at 10 a.m. Please call 519-588-
5884 to schedule pickup.

▢ Elmira Lions Club Bottle Drive, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Please bring beer cans (not crushed) and beer, wine 
and liquor bottles to Elmira Lions hall. Just pull up and 
we will unload your vehicle. Proceeds to Woolwich 
Community Services.

SATURDAY, JUNE 18
▢ Ariss and Maryhill Lions Childhood Cancers Bottle 
drive. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Drop off your donations of 
beer cans, bottles and liquor bottles at Maryhill 
Heritage Park Community Centre. Contact Ray at 
raymondbolton402@yahoo.com for more informa-
tion.

MONDAY, JUNE 20  
▢ Woolwich Gardeners June Speaker at St. James 
Lutheran Church, Elmira at 7 p.m.  Speaker Karin 
Davidson-Taylor (Royal Botanical Gardens) topic: 
"Gardening for Monarchs & Other Pollinators". Free-
will donation for non-members. Open to the public. 
"Lug a Mug" for refreshments and treats.

TUESDAY, JUNE 21
▢ Tuesday Take-out Luncheon at Gale Presbyterian. 
Drive-thru pickup 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. $12/meal. 
Menu: ham and scalloped potatoes, hot veggie, 
garden salad, bread, strawberry cheesecake. RSVP 
by June 16 to office@galepresbyterian.com or 
519-669-2852

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE 22
▢ Senior's Community Dining at Linwood Commu-
nity Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us at noon for lunch, fellowship and entertain-
ment. Cost: $12.00. Must pre-register by noon June 
17 by calling 519-664-1900.

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT 
FUND: RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL 
NEEDS DUE TO COVID-19

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual. 

Additional information:
Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 Woolwich Community Services
 Woolwich Counseling Centre
 Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:
Woolwich Community Services
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 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

a pelvic floor physical 
therapist and talking with 
your health care provider 
about lifestyle and behav-
ioral changes. Nonsurgical 
therapy in the form of a 
pessary – a small silicone 
device inserted into the 
vagina to prevent the tissue 
from prolapsing – is also 
an option to consider. 
Pessary therapy requires 
an appointment with 
your health care provider 
for fitting and teaching 
of self-management. In 
some cases, women are 
not comfortable managing 
a pessary and schedule 
regular visits with their 
health care provider for 
pessary care. Pessaries are 
a good option for women 
who do not want surgery 
or have medical conditions 
making surgery risky. They 
can be used for as long as a 
woman desires.

For more severe cases 
of vaginal prolapse or 
when other measures 
do not help, surgery can 
be a useful treatment 
option. Surgery involves 
repairing the damaged or 
weakened tissue, as well as 

reconstructing the vaginal 
support, so the vagina will 
stay in place.

Pelvic reconstructive 
surgery can be performed 
through incisions in 
the vagina, through the 
abdominal wall, or through 
a series of small incisions 
in the abdomen where a 
surgeon can place laparo-
scopic or robotic instru-
ments. Minimally invasive 
surgery performed through 
the vagina or with small 
incisions in the abdomen 
– laparoscopic or robotic 
– may decrease postop-
erative discomfort and 
shorten recovery time.

Prolapse surgery seeks 
to restore pelvic floor 
anatomy, and improve 
quality of life and func-
tion. Depending on your 
anatomy, surgery may 
be needed to support 
the top of the vagina, or 
the vaginal apex. The 
top of the vagina can be 
suspended to a women's 
ligaments, but sometimes 
graft material is placed 
abdominally to replace the 
body's natural supports. It 
is also common to repair 
the front wall of the vagina 

to provide support to the 
bladder, which is known 
as cystocele repair, and 
the back wall of the vagina 
to provide support to the 
rectum, which is known as 
rectocele repair.

As you consider surgery, 
be sure to ask questions. 
The various surgical 
approaches have different 
risks and benefits. Talk 
to your surgeon about 
these issues, and possible 
long-term side effects and 
complications. In some 
cases, vaginal prolapse can 
recur even after surgery. 
Ask your surgeon about 
this possibility and if there 
are ways to reduce your risk 
of recurrence.

Take time to understand 
all your treatment options 
before you proceed, so you 
can make a well-informed 
choice that fits your needs. 
Treatment for pelvic organ 
prolapse should be tailored 
to your overall health, life-
style and personal goals. 

MAYO CLINIC: A variety of treatment options exist
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Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

AREA GIRL GUIDES 
CLUBS LOOKING to get 
back to pre-pandemic 
levels of activity are 
missing one ingredient: 
leaders.

“All of our leaders are 
volunteers. The volun-
teers come and go and 
ebb and flow depending 
on their personal needs, 
their family, their chil-
dren’s needs, and what 
we’re finding right now is 
we are looking for leaders 
all the time,” said co-ad-
ministrative community 
leader Wendy Daley.

Girl Guides Community 
8 has units in Kitchener, 
Waterloo, Cambridge, Ayr, 
Elmira and St. Jacobs. 
The organization has a 
stable flow of leaders – 
or “Guiders” as they are 
known –volunteering for 
units in the cities, but is 
looking for volunteers 
in some of the smaller 
centres.

“[This is] an opportu-
nity for adults to come 
and lead our youth in 
their own community. We 
find it brings a wonderful 
community flavour to 
your unit when a Guider 
is from the community 
and the girls are from the 
community,” she said.

In recent years, St. 
Jacobs has had two units, 
a combined Spark (ages 
5-6), Brownie (ages 7-8) 
and a Guides unit for ages 
9-12. In the past year, 
because of participant 
and leader numbers it 

ran one combined unit 
for all three age groups. 
Currently there is a risk of 
not having enough volun-
teers to run any units in 
St. Jacobs.

There are number of 
reasons to volunteer, 
Daley said. 

“What we would talk 
to [potential volunteers] 
about is the opportunity 
for them for growth, for 
their leadership, for them 
to learn new skills. It’s 
an opportunity to learn 
something and to build 
their capacities working 
with youth, because we 
offer training, all free, for 
all of our leaders –  there’s 
ongoing professional 
development,” she said

Daley’s co-community 
leader Melanie Masson 
said the organization 
is structured in a way 
that allows for different 
levels of involvement for 
leaders.

“On paper, each unit 
needs at least two leaders. 
That’s decided up at the 
national level so let’s say 
it’s two leaders you can be 
the leader that just shows 
up. You don’t have to be 
part of the planning team 
– you don’t have to be a 
treasurer, for example. …
Then when you become 
a leader, we can make 
sure that the leader team 
for whatever unit that is 
everyone is kind of doing 
the type of work that 
they’re wanting to do,” 
Masson said.

While there are many 
extracurricular activi-
ties to choose from, it is 

all-female and leadership 
focus that sets Girl Guides 
apart, Daley said. 

“We are ensuring that 
the girls even as young 
as our Sparks in kinder-
garten, Grade 1 are being 
offered leadership oppor-
tunities,” she said.

“The other opportu-
nity for our members is 
that we give them a place 
that’s safe and caring and 
supported so that they 
can find out who they are 
and where their interests 
lie and how they can grow. 
So we’re offering that 
opportunity within our 
programs. Our program 
has seven or eight differ-
ent areas that we start to 
talk to our youth about 
ranging from science to 
community involvement, 
to outdoors to the arts to 
service projects.”

It also allows access 
to activities and interest 
they might not otherwise 
get exposed to, added 
Masson.

“So a number of times 
people get to go camping 
for the first time with 
Girl Guides because their 
family aren’t campers or 
they live in the city. But 
getting access to things 
that they otherwise 
wouldn’t have ever come 
across to potentially find 
new interests or even just 
learning some new skills,” 
she said.

“They feel part of the 
program, that they see 
that they matter and they 
know it’s happening in a 
safe environment,” Daley 
said.

Girl Guides looking for volunteer 
leaders, particularly in St. Jacobs

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

STRAWBERRIES, ALCO-
HOL AND LIVE MUSIC 
will all come together at 
the St. Jacobs Farmers’ 
Market later this month.

The market is kick-
ing off summer with a 
licensed strawberry social 
evening event June 17 
from 3 to 9:30 p.m. The 
event will include live 
music, vendors, bars, a 
games area, and a cocktail 
demo stage. 

But why strawberries?
“There’s not a lot 

of strawberry social 
events around or straw-
berry events around so 
we thought ‘why not 
highlight one of our 

A new kind of 
strawberry social at 
the farmers’ market

peak-season items – the 
strawberry?’” said Megan 
Malcolmson, market 
manager.

“We can provide enter-
tainment and a fun kind 
of evening for local people 
as well as those who come 
into Waterloo Region,” 
she said.

All three market 
buildings will be open, 
plus an outdoor market. 
Providing entertainment 
will be a band called Four 
Corners, said Malcolm-
son.

“We’re just excited for 
everyone to get to know 
(the strawberry social) 
and have it become some-
thing that they mark in 
their calendars to come 
every year.” The St. Jacobs Farmers' Market hosts a licensed strawberry social event June 17. Submitted
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordWord of the Week Find-A-Word THEME: SCHOOL

ACROSS
1. Mouse catcher
4. "Once ___ a time..."
8. Vermin
12. Forum wear
13. Canceled
14. Clickable image
15. Like the flu
16. Gaiety
18. Complex
20. Gnatlike insect
21. "___ to Billie Joe"
22. Juliet, to Romeo
23. Board and 

___ siding
24. Bean, e.g.
26. Limerick, e.g.
28. "Dig in!"
29. "Gladiator" setting
30. Common cat 

food flavor
31. Broad valley
32. Flotation device
35. Crown
38. Black-and-

white cookie
39. Say "Li'l Abner," say
43. "Wheels"
44. "___ Like It Hot"
45. Base coat
46. Haberdashery item
48. "Fantasy 

Island" prop
49. Ace

50. Out
51. Flatbread
54. Amends
56. Like "The X-Files"
57. Camping gear
58. Pledge
59. Commuter line

60. "Cogito ___ sum"
61. Certain surgeon's 

"patient"
62. Feverish

DOWN
1. Procession

2. Food thickener
3. Magic charm
4. Deprive of courage
5. Keats, for one
6. Grimm beast
7. "___ any drop to 

drink": Coleridge

8. Calculus calculation
9. Brewer's product
10. Coagulate
11. Accord
12. Flammable material
15. Kind of concerto
17. Mosque V.I.P.
19. Nod, maybe
23. Bridges of Los 

Angeles County
25. Alternative to 

Windows
26. Blender button
27. "I'm ___ you!"
30. Course
31. Kosher ___
33. "High" time
34. Disease caused by a 

thiamine deficiency
35. Get going
36. Manet or Matisse
37. By and by
40. Endanger
41. Wreck
42. Chip away at
44. Locale
45. Ballpoint, e.g.
47. It's spotted in 

westerns
48. Carpenter's machine
51. Warm, so to speak
52. A chip, maybe
53. "Get ___!"
55. Bon ___

ACROSS
1. In charge of a 

steelmaking 
furnace

7. Yankee rival
8. Put to rest, 

as a rumor
9. Dermatitis type
10. Die or mold 

for casting

DOWN
1. Computer 

communication 
device

2. Author Jong
3. "Gnomenreigen" 

composer
4. Drinker
5. Fragrant resin
6. Calm down

 A-LEVEL
 BA
 BURSARY
 COACH
 CO-ED
 COURSE
 CRIB

 DEAN
 DEGREE
 DIGS
 DON
 EXAM
 FORM
 GRANT

 HALL
 HEAD
 LINES
 MA
 MSC
PLAYGROUP
 READING

 REVISION
 STUDY
 TERM
 TEST
 TUTOR
 WARDEN

EPHEMERAL
lasting a very short time

XX

If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

Take the stress 
out of family meal 
planning.

newsmart.ca

The store for newspaper readers.

This one year weekly planner will 
save you money, waste less food and 
save time during the week to spend 
more time with those you love.
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HEARING AID FOR LESS
Mrs. Smith’s Quote 
From a Competitor $1990
Our Price for the 
SAME Hearing Aid $1000
Her Savings $990*
*After OHIP Funding 

Karissa Schiestel 
Hearing Instrument 

Specialist/Co-owner 

Jessica Gracey Gellner
Hearing Instrument Dispenser

58 Wellington Rd #7 Unit # 2 Elora 
519-546-8246 

Try our FREE Online 
Hearing Test at hearrightcanada.ca

We invite you to experience the 
Hear Right Canada difference!

Sponsors:

Join us every Sunday from 7pm - 9pm 
this summer for live country and 
bluegrass music in Elmira’s parks. 

Free

Gore Park, Elmira  — Bring your lawn chairs.

Sunday, June 5

Southbound

Find timely updates: facebook.com/elmirasundayconcerts Pass the hat freewill offering to support musicians

run by Willard Martin, who 
moved into retirement. 
Since then, Tracey and his 
family  have been involved 
in making the boards.

It’s common for Tracey 
and his wife to watch a 
movie on a Friday night 
while attaching plastic 
sleeves to crokinole pegs. 
“It’s hard to hold hands 
while you do it, but it’s still a 
date night,” he says.  

Tracey has plans profes-
sionally and as a player of 

the game.
Professionally, he will 

continue making YouTube 
videos, growing his busi-
ness and encouraging the 
growth of the game locally 
and abroad. There are two 
local crokinole clubs that  
both shut down during 
covid and are now getting 
restarted. Another club is 
starting at the Hemlock 
Barn as well.

Abroad, Tracey says he 
has distributors in Saudi 
Arabia, Australia and the 

Jeremy Tracey and son Reid 
share a love of crokinole. 
Leah Gerber

CROKINOLE: He’s got plans that apply to both work and play
United Kingdom.

“I would love to see it 
continue to build and grow 
to the point that it makes 
sense from a business 
perspective to make those 
kinds of trips to go over to 
events,” he said.

Tracey has plans as a 
player of the game, as well.

“Well, I want to keep 
winning,” he said. “It felt 
really nice to win last week-
end. Although I mean, I'll 
go next weekend, and win 
or lose, I'm going to have a 

great day.”
Registration is still open 

for the championships 
at the Wilmot Recreation 
Complex, which will be 
held on Saturday. An open, 
fun, social night is planned 
at the complex on Friday. 
Information about registra-
tion can be found at www.
NationalCrokinoleAssoca-
tion.com.

“The crokinole commu-
nity is a bit of a jerk repel-
lant – it just seems to only 
attract good people.”

→ FROM 23

Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

THE DRAYTON ROTARY 
CLUB IS once again getting 
prepared to host one of 
its biggest fundraisers of 
the year. A Monday cruise 
night that runs all summer 
kicks off June 6 at Kinsmen 
Park from 4-8 p.m.

“Come out and see some 
spectacular cars, meet 
your neighbours, enjoy 
the live music and take in 
the food trucks. Thank you 
to all of the volunteers for 
taking this event to a new 
level this year.  Proceeds 
raised go a long way to fund 
Rotary projects,” said Bob 
Bignell, Drayton Rotary 
Club president.

“We’ve leveled it up 
another step [this year]. 
This is going to be probably 
the best car show we’ve 
ever put on,” said car show 
chair Christian Giffin.

Cruise nights will 
also feature live music 
performed by the Rogerson 
Family and the Nelsons. 
Admission is by donation 
to the Rotary Club and the 
Drayton Food Bank will 

Cruise-night car shows  
to return to Drayton

also be accepting dona-
tions of non-perishable 
food items. Residents can 
have their cars in the show 
for a $10 fee.

“You’re going to see a lot 
of classic vehicles. You’re 
going to see some hotrods. 
The Mapleton Fire Depart-
ment is bringing out one of 
their fire trucks – it’s going 
to be right at the front for 
people to see it’s a great eye 
catcher and it’s great for 
the kids who want to come 
by and check out the fire 
truck,” said Giffin.

The club is also seeking 
vehicles to feature in the 
show.

“We were looking at 
trying to get a monster 
truck or something for 
people to come by and see 
on top of the great cars that 
we’re going to have there as 
well,” said Giffin. 

It’s going to be great. 
It’s always fun to look, it’s 
always fun to come and see. 
It’s a great day,” Giffin said.

The Rotary Club will also 
be celebrating its 75th anni-
versary on July 16. That day 
will include the opening of 
the new Rotary Park. The Drayton Rotary Club’s weekly cruise night returns June 6 at Kinsmen Park.  Submitted
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SCAN ME

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

7” WIDE EUROPEAN7” WIDE EUROPEAN
AC5 COMMERCIAL GRADEAC5 COMMERCIAL GRADE

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

100’S OF NEW 100’S OF NEW 

AREAAREA
RUGSRUGS

8’ X 11 ’8’  X 11 ’
STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

$$199199NOT EXACTLY
AS SHOWN

1/2” THICK 1/2” THICK 
ENGINEERED HICKORY ENGINEERED HICKORY 

HARDWOODHARDWOOD 

  $$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 7.99

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

ONTARIO’S LARGEST SELECTION OF ONTARIO’S LARGEST SELECTION OF 

IN STOCK IN STOCK 
FLOORING!FLOORING!

NO TAX!

IN STOCK!

BLACK MATTEBLACK MATTE
SUBWAY SUBWAY 

TILESTILES

$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

IN STOCK!

99¢
FROM SQ FT

REG 2.99999999
13” X 13”13” X 13”

PORCELAINPORCELAIN
 TILES TILES

IN STOCK!

CLICKCLICK
LUXURY LUXURY 

VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

$$118989
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK!

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

IN STOCK!

47” WIDE VINYL47” WIDE VINYL
STAIR TREADS STAIR TREADS 

STEP & RISER INCLUDEDSTEP & RISER INCLUDED

$$65659999
FROM EACH

12” X 24”12” X 24”
CARRARA CARRARA 

PORCELAIN TILESPORCELAIN TILES

$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

IF YOU’RE DOWN FIRST 
STREET near the skate 
park in Elmira at the right 
time on a Wednesday 
evening, you might see 
about a dozen kids laugh-
ing and giggling as they 
work together to build trel-
lises, weed garden patches, 
or plant some carrots – 
even in the rain.

The junior garden club 
is running again this year. 
The club was on hiatus 
during the panemic and 
is once again up and 
running, and completely 
booked this year. This time 
it’s being run by Andria 
Fromanger of St. Jacobs 
Country Gardens, her first 
year at the task. So far, she’s 
loving it.

Fromanger is teaching 
the kids about how to grow 
food including lessons 
on worms, structures of 

The Junior Garden Club is back 
on the grow after the pandemic

soil, companion planting, 
pollinator planting, sweet 
pea teepees, strawberries 
in eavestroughs, pollina-
tor houses and natural 
controls for pests and 
diseases, among others.

And so far, the kids seem 
to love it too.

Reagan Melles, 9, is a 
little sad the sun scorched 
her cauliflower and Lyla 
Osborne, 11, is excited 
about her peas and carrots.

The junior community 
garden is located next to 
the skateboard park on 
First street in Elmira.

“My passion is food 
gardening,” said Froman-
ger. “I am very passionate 
about getting kids involved 
in food and food security.”

“I love talking to kids 
because they want to get 
involved. They’re not in 
school,” she said.

Fromanger said she 
would love to invite more 
kids to learn about garden-

ing, or even to offer garden 
classes for adults, but  at 
this point, the space is too 
small.

Fromanger said she was 
concerned about how the 
club would go at first.

“I was worried because 
I’m not a teacher or 
anything, and I was think-
ing, ‘Oh, 13 kids. How am I 
going to keep them under 
control?’”

But it turned out she 
didn’t need to worry.

“They were so into it. 
The only thing I had a hard 
time keeping up with was 
showing them what they 
wanted me to show them. 
They were so excited in the 
first week and yeah, it’ll be 
really fun.”

The Junior Garden 
Club is run by the Elmira 
and District Horticultural 
Society, also known as 
the Woolwich Gardeners, 
which has been active 
since 1900.

The Junior Garden Club is back up and running for the first time since the pandemic. The program is 
full, and the kids seem to enjoy it rain or shine. On May 25 it was rain. This year the club is being led 
by Andria Fromanger of St. Jacobs Country Gardens, her first year at the task.   Leah Gerber
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