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A NEW KIND OF BUS 
service continues to wend 
its way to Breslau, though 
Grand River Transit has 
yet to finalize a start date.

The parameters of the 
on-demand system are 
coming together, however. 
Using what the region calls 
the GRT Flex app, riders 
will book trips on route 
79 rather than waiting for 
a scheduled bus to roll 
by predetermined stops. 
Instead, a bus will be 
available on demand nine 
hours per day during the 
workweek, with service 
between 6 and 10 a.m., 2 
and 6 p.m. and 10:45-11:45 
p.m.

The eight-month pilot 
project could be rolling by 
September. The $175,000 
in funding for the project 
is coming from Metrolinx, 
the provincial Crown 
agency.

The goal is to gauge 
demand. The limited 
hours were a “compro-
mise” to fit with the 
budget allotted for the 
service, covering off peak 
demand times and making 
some concessions for 
employers offering shift 
work, particularly Cones-
toga Meat Packers (CMP).

There will be no preset 
routes and few formal 

GRT provides more 
details about on-demand 
bus service for Breslau

stops, the region’s Chan-
telle Thompson told 
Woolwich councillors 
meeting Monday night. 
There will be signed stops 
at the Region of Waterloo 
International Airport, 
the Breslau Community 
Centre, CMP and Wood-
land Christian High 
School.

Most of the stops will be 
virtual, with people using 
the app given walking 
directions to where they 
can meet the bus, she 
explained.

Route 79 will connect 
with the rest of the GRT 
system at Victoria Street 
and Lackner Boulevard in 
Kitchener.

Coun. Larry Shantz 
inquired about projected 
ridership numbers, noting 
the public-input process 
undertaken by GRT.

Supervisor of transit 
development Blair Allen 
answered that there’s been 
“quite a bit of feedback,” 
particularly from people 
trying to get to work in 
Breslau, as well as students 
who have summer jobs in 
the village.

“Like many of these 
types of areas, the 
numbers ... we don’t antic-
ipate at the start, at first, to 
be huge numbers,” he said. 
“That’s one of the reasons 
to use flex services, to be 

→ BUS 4

Students at Elmira District Secondary School make their way 
back to class after lunch as summer weather sets in.   
Leah Gerber

Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

PLANS FOR A 166-UNIT 
RESIDENTIAL subdivi-
sion in Wellesley village 
were rolled out at a public 
meeting during Tuesday 
night’s township council 
session.

Located on Gerber Road, 
the proposed subdivision 
includes 66 single-de-
tached units, 34 semi-de-
tached and 66 townhouse 
units. The development 
also includes a park, linear 
park and stormwater 
management facility. It 
would include five roads 

and two walkways. 
Strohvest Ontario Inc. 

needs a change to the 
zoning bylaw to proceed. 
The 25-acre site is currently 
used for agriculture.

Tim Van Hinte, director 
of development for the 
township who presented 
the report to council, 
suggested the project could 
expand the housing mix in 
the village.

“I think some of the 
things we’ve been talking 
about recently in previous 
council meetings,  hearing 
every day, is that there’s 
a need for potentially 
more affordable, ‘missing 

middle’ housing, perhaps 
some seniors’ housing. I 
think there’s some opportu-
nity here,” Van Hinte said. 

While a preliminary 
engineering review did 
find some minor issues, 
Van Hinte indicated those 
could be worked out 
through the process. 

“Our consultant didn’t 
identify any major issues…
[there are] not any red flags 
at this point.”

In reviewing the plan, 
Mayor Joe Nowak asked 
if it would be possible to 
move the proposed walking 
trail to the other side of the 
subdivision.

“I think there’s a few 
concerns there. It is diffi-
cult to think about trails at 
the 30,000-foot level. And 
so as a planner, we try and 
look at trails and how they 
connect, how they work 
with the rest of the village. 
And so, in this case I think 
the western trail makes 
a lot more sense as it has 
a better kind of overall 
connection that we could 
make to different areas 
of township,” Van Hinte 
replied.

Wellesley resident Mark 
Whitmer, who said he was 
speaking on behalf of resi-

→SUBDIVISION 6

Developer unveils plan for 166-unit 
subdivision in Wellesley village
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Page ThreePage Three Stuff don’t run uphill. Enter the Elmira north 
sanitary pumping station, which is facing a 
$1 million upgrade this year. Meeting this 
week, Woolwich council awards a $903,000 
contract to Xterra Construction to carry out 
the work, $77,000 to MTE Consultants to 
oversee the project and $50,000 to Eramosa 
Engineering for systems integration.

An urge for yellow gave Wellesley coun-
cil a case of the blues Tuesday night. 
Eventually, they agreed seeing red 
was the best bet. The battle of primary 
colours stemmed from the Linwood fire 
station’s request that a new rescue van 
to be purchased in 2009 come in yellow 
rather than the customary fire engine red. 
From the June 21, 2008 edition of The Observer

Flush with cash From the archives

Blood donors needed
Linwood Community Centre, 5279 Ament Line

Friday, July 1st. 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Appointments are encouraged. 

Call 1-888-236-6283. Or visit www.blood.ca

Help save a life on Canada Day

Roberto Gomez, from Ajax, poses for a photo with his bike the night before he began his first bike-
packing adventure – the BT-700 – a 760-kilometre route from St. Jacobs to Wiarton and back through 
back country roads, gravel and bikepaths. He planned to camp the whole way.  Leah Gerber

Summer’s 
underway, 
and it looks 
like it’ll be a 
good one

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

WITH SUMMER OFFI-
CIALLY STARTING THIS 
week, region residents 
are in for a warmer than 
usual season according to 
a senior climatologist with 
Environment Canada.

“We think it will be 
a warmer than normal 
summer – that’s up as far 
as we can go in terms of 
warmer, we don’t know 
how much warmer. It may 
not be as warm as it was 
two summers ago when 
you had about 23 days 
where the temperature 
was above 30 degrees,” 
said David Phillips.

“Normally we would see 
eight of those hot, humid 
days. We’ve already had 
three of them, one in May, 
two in June (as of June 
17). But I think that really 
what we’ll see is the warm 
weather will be more in 
July and August,” said 
Phillips.

While temperatures will 
remain cool for the last 
week of June, Phillips said 
the warmer air will then 
arrive from the United 
States, where much of that 
country is in the midst of 
its second heat wave in as 
many weeks. 

“We see all this Amer-
ican air that’s been very 
warm for them and caus-
ing illnesses and issues it’s 
going to start arriving here 
and we will probably see a 
warm up,” said Phillips.

According to Phillips, 
while the summer will 
be drier than normal and 

→ SUMMER 5

St. Jacobs is grinding St. Jacobs is grinding 
toward recognition astoward recognition as
a cyclist destinationa cyclist destination

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

WHEN MATTHEW 
KADEY WAS DECID-
ING what to call his 
760-kilometre backcoun-
try cycling route from St. 
Jacobs to Wiarton and 
back, he couldn’t help but 
notice how often butter 
tarts were available along 
the way.

“We were out riding one 
day on part of the route 
before it was published, 
eating butter tarts. And we 
were like, ‘man, these are 
like everywhere.’ I don’t 
know how the butter tart 

thing became so popular in 
Ontario. But it did.”

Cut to last Sunday, and 
about 120 cyclists from 
all over southern Ontario 
and even the United States 
joined Kadey for the fourth 
annual BT 700 (Butter Tart 
700) Grand Depart in St. 
Jacobs.

The cyclists planned to 
bikepack Kadey’s route 
through back gravel roads, 
rail trails, and bike paths 
through forests on a bike-
packing route, which is an 
off-pavement bike route 
that can take multiple 
days. Cyclists camp or find 
places to stay along the 

way.
So far Kadey has made 

three bikepacking routes 
that begin and end in St. 
Jacobs.  

The BT-700 is becoming 
a popular and beloved 
event, with a good mix of 
returning and first-time 
riders coming from all over 
southern Ontario and the 
United States.

Before they left in the 
morning on Sunday, many 
of the riders gathered 
together Saturday evening 
for a send-off event at the 
Three Sisters Cultural 
Centre in St. Jacobs with 

→ CYCLING 6

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

BEING A LOW GERMAN 
MENNONITE from 
Mexico, Anna Wall had 
quite the journey process-
ing her identity. 

“It took me years to sort 
of settle in an area and be 
comfortable in my own 
skin. I was always sort of 
torn between the three: 
Mexican, Low German 
speaking and Canadian. 
Where does one quite fit in 
there? I still feel torn some-
times, but I can deal with it 
better now,” said Wall 

So much so that she 
is now in a position to 
support others like her 
through the longstanding 
program offered by the 
Woolwich Community 
Health Centre. She’s the 
new support worker, 
having taken over for 
Brenda Gingerich, who’s 
retiring after more than 20 
years in the role.

“I love Canada, I love 
the opportunities that 
are here, the life that I get 
to live here, but I forever 
miss Mexico, the country, 
the weather, the Mexican 
culture, the food. And 
then I miss a few things 
about my colony. And of 
course, the people there –, 
my family still lives there,” 
Wall added. 

The Low German 
Mennonites have a 
history dating back to 
their migration from 
Russia to Canada in the 
1870s, where they built 
colonies in Saskatchewan 

Anna Wall is WCHC’s new support 
worker running the program for Low 
German Mennonites

and Manitoba. However, 
in the 1920s Canada’s 
anti-German sentiment, 
combined with manda-
tory school attendance 
led to another relocation. 
In 1922 some 6,000 Low 
German-speaking Menno-
nites left Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan for Mexico. 
Since the 1970s there has 
been a steady increase of 
these Low German Menno-
nites, including Wall, 
migrating back to Canada. 
Many of the Low German 
Mennonites are entitled 
to Canadian citizenship 
through their parents or 
grandparents. 

Since the 1990s the Low 
German support worker at 
community services has 
been providing support to 
the population in several 
areas, including transpor-
tation to and from appoint-
ments, translation services 
and guidance on signing 
important documents. 

Wall, who was recently 
hired in the role, explained 
that half the Low German 
population will sign 
anything that is put in 
front of them, while the 
rest will be reluctant to sign 
anything at all.

“[Half] just trust that the 
person that is asking us to 
sign stuff is a good person 
and has a reason for doing 
it. And then others are very 
wary of the government 
or any other entities that 
might get us into trouble; 
half the time, you don’t 
know what we’re signing. 
Here you sign for every-

Aware of the 
hurdles, she’s now 
in a position to help

→ SUPPORT 4
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thing, and where we grew 
up women especially didn’t 
sign for anything. We 
didn’t have to know how to 
write our name or sign our 
names,” she explained. 

A lot of little things that 
people take for granted are 
a big deal when you’re in a 
foreign country with a new 
language, Wall said.

“Everything you do is 
foreign. The food you eat 
the people you see, the 
community you’re in. Like a 
simple confirmation phone 
call for an appointment. 
At the grocery store, they 
ask you for a nickel instead 
of a dime. And you’re like, 
‘what does that mean? Can 
you pick from my coins? 
Because I don’t know what 
you mean.’ And then you 
get nervous because people 
are waiting in line and you 
think you did something 
wrong,” she added.

Wall came to Canada 
at 16 having already been 
married. Three years later 
she was separated and 
lacking a regular education 
she enrolled in school at a 
kindergarten level. 

“I was lucky enough to 
have good people in my 
life that encouraged me 
and kind of walked me 
through that, here, people 
go to school for a long time. 
So once I kind of accepted 
that and started school and 
got over that sort of shame 
that I am 19 years old and 
I’m starting kindergarten,  
I actually started enjoying 
school. Because I didn’t 
have much to unlearn or 
to change the way I had 
learned, I actually learned 
quite fast. It took me two 
years to go from kinder-
garten level to a Grade 12 
diploma,” she explained. 

Following years of 
factory work Wall started 
volunteering for Woolwich 

Community Health Centre 
in 2007 where she had the 
opportunity to use her Low 
German language. 

“And that’s where I 
realized that I watched all 
the women running the 
programs and using their 
language in their work. 
That’s when I really caught 
on that my language was 
actually an asset, not a 
shameful thing.”

This eventually led her 
to the new role supporting 
the Low German popula-
tion. Wall is taking over the 
role from Gingerich, who 
is retiring after being in the 
position since 2001. 

While Gingerich was 
reluctant to talk about her 
accomplishments over the 
years – “I don’t do proud,” 
she explained – she has 
seen increased indepen-
dence among the popula-
tion.

“The women are way 
more independent, 
some are doing their own 

appointments, scheduling 
them and doing them and 
they don’t need translation. 
In the beginning, we were 
driving just about every-
body. The women didn’t 
have their driver’s license. 
We only provided literacy 
and learning. So they did 
that all by themselves. It’s 
not something we did. I’m 
just glad we can run those 
programs,” said Gingerich, 
who grew up as a Low 
German Mennonite in 
Canada. 

Gingerich is “thrilled” 
to see the importance of 
mental well-being being 
acknowledged amongst the 
population.

“They are able to go 
contrary possibly to their 
belief system, or what they 
have been taught that you 
don’t need to tell anybody 
else, what’s going on with 
you. And they are willing 
to see counselors. And I’ve 
been able to be a part of 
that,” she explained.

While Gingerich did have 
people she was close with 
and will wonder about she 
said she is leaving them in 
good hands with Wall.

“That’s a relief. So I’m 
happy to move on,” she 
said. 

Wall hopes to build on 
the work of Gingerich to 
empower Low German 
women. 

“I have a goal in mind… 
to really promote educa-
tion and really model that 
women are valued in this 
industry or work in the 
workforce, especially in 
this area. And my goal is by 
the time I retire, that there 
will be a lineup of women 
who are eager to follow my 
footsteps into this career,” 
she said.

“Really empowering the 
community by walking 
with them and teaching 
them in modeling life 
here in Canada and really 
making them feel like they 
can do anything.”

able to serve a larger area 
with less cost and a more 
flexible type of service.”

While GRT doesn’t have 
estimates on ridership, the 
initial target is five riders 
per hour, said Allen.

“It doesn’t exude a 
lot of confidence when 
that question can’t be 
answered,” suggested 
Coun. Patrick Merlihan, 
asking what it would take 
for the route to be discon-
tinued after the pilot proj-
ect if ridership is that low.

Both Shantz and Merli-
han noted Conestoga Meat 
Packers has been a big 
driver of extending bus 
service to Breslau, a way 
to get its employees to 
and from their homes in 
Kitchener-Waterloo. The 

company, however, was 
unable to sustain finan-
cially a shuttle bus service 
of its own, Merlihan said.

“This is more than 
that single point of 
demand,” said Allen of 
the expanded, commu-
nity-wide bus service 
proposed by GRT.

When it rolls out, the 
service will be free for a 
month, then subject to 
regular GRT fares, which 
will increase to $3.50 as 
of July 1. The agency last 
week announced it was 
increasing fees by an 
average of two per cent 
to cover the increased 
costs of operating tran-
sit and planned service 
improvements. Monthly 
pass prices ($90) will not 
increase.

A GRT illustration of its new Flex app that will be used for the 
on-demand bus pilot project in Breslau.

SUPPORT: Providing services and empowerment to Low German speakers
→ FROM 3

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

THE CANADIAN BLOOD 
SERVICES IS at its lowest 
blood donor levels in a 
decade. The pandemic 
presented a number of 
hidden repercussions and 
one of them was a severe 
drop in the blood donor 
base.

As of Tuesday, there 
were still 63 out of 100 
appointments left to fill 
at the blood donor clinic 
at the Linwood Commu-
nity Centre on July 1, for 
instance. There are still 
43 out of 125 left to fill at 
the Elmira blood donor 
clinic at the Lions Hall on 
July 24.

The number of people 
who donate regularly 
across Canada is down by 
31,000, says Gina Leyva, 
community manager for 
the organization.

Over the course of 
the pandemic people 
couldn’t go out, includ-
ing to blood clinics. The 
organization saw a huge 
drop in appointments. 
Or people would book an 
appointment but cancel 
at the last minute or not 
show up at all. “This 
played a really big part 
into why we lost so many 
donors,” said Leyva.

Considerations that 
weren’t an issue pre-pan-

Pandemic takes 
a toll on agency’s 
list of regular 
blood donors

demic became hurdles 
during the COVID-19 
crisis, she notes.

“Someone wakes up in 
the morning, the day of 
their donation, they have 
a tickle in their throat – 
they’re not leaving the 
house, obviously. So this 
really did impact us a lot.”

But even if the donor 
base went down during 
the pandemic, the need 
for blood did not, she 
said.

“There are people who 
are undergoing cancer 
treatment who need 
blood every week, multi-
ple times a week. Car 
accidents, that doesn’t 
stop. So that’s why we 
really had to shine this 
light on the importance of 
donating blood, because 
we’ve lost so many 
donors. So the supply 
has decreased but the 
demand is absolutely still 
there.”

But even though 
donation clinics are 
opening up again, the 
organization is not seeing 
its donor base increase 
to where it was before. 
Leyva said she believes 
blood donation is just not 
top of mind while people 
get to go back out and live 
life again.

Another issue is that 
many of the organiza-

→BLOOD SERVICES 12

Anna Wall is taking over from Brenda Gingerich as WCHC’s Low German support worker. Bill Atwood

→ FROM 3

BUS: GRT has no ridership estimate, 
but targeting five riders per hour
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BONELESS

CLOSED JULY 1 

there will water stress at 
times – “we are in better 
shape than last year.”

“There’s been really no 
significantly dry period. 
It seems to me we got the 
rain when we needed 
it. So I think the grass is 
greener. Vegetation is not 
suffering. Farmers seem 
to have gotten the rain 
and now if they get the 
heat, well it will just bring 
the fruits and the vege-
tables and get the fields 
growing like they should,” 
he said.

“We don’t need rain all 
the time. We just need 
25 millimetres one day a 
week – it would be like a 
utopia. But we know that 
nature doesn’t necessarily 
produce when we want. 
And so we just have to 
accept what we get,” he 
added.

The models also suggest 
consistency in tempera-
ture, despite some 
limitations in how far out 

predictions can be made. 
“So it doesn’t matter 

what week you take your 
holidays or two weeks, 
there’s a good chance that 
you will enjoy the kind 
of warm-ish weather. Of 
course our models are not 
rigorous enough to tell us 
what’s going to happen 
on the long weekend in 
August. You can plan this 
weekend [based] on the 
weather, but you can’t do 
that two weeks in advance 
because you’re just not 
going to nail it. There’s too 
much chaos in the system 
to be able to do that,” Phil-
lips explained.

The models do not 
suggest any severe 
weather events, however. 

“We know we get our 
share of it. We’ve already 
had some really strong 
wind events. We’ve had 
some severe thunder-
storms that have caused 
some power outages, 
some heavy rain and hail 
and there may have even 

→ FROM 3

SUMMER: Environment Canada calling for a warmer-than-usual season

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

RACIALIZED STUDENTS 
MAKE UP ABOUT a third 
of those attending public 
schools in the region, 
with about three per cent 
identifying as Indigenous. 
Seven per cent of students 
identified having more 
than one racial group 
identity or a multiracial 
identity in the first census 
to collect such informa-
tion about school kids.

The Waterloo Region 
District School Board 
survey was conducted in 
spring 2021. Responses 
represented the input of 
some 30,000 students, 
including the parents or 
guardians of students in 
kindergarten to Grade 
3, and from the students 
themselves in Grades 4 
to 12.

All Ontario school 
boards are mandated to 
collect identity-based 
student information 
under Ontario’s Anti-Rac-
ism Act. The WRDSB says 
survey information will 
allow the board to find 
differences and gaps in 
students’ experiences and 
outcomes based on their 
diverse needs and iden-
tities.

The survey results 
announced last week 
paint a detailed picture 
of the diversity in the 
schools. Participants, for 
instance, reported more 

than 200 first languages, 
including five Indigenous 
languages.

More than four per cent 
of student participants in 
grades four to 12 self-iden-
tified their gender one 
that differs from their 
assigned sex at birth.

Ontario’s school 
boards are mandated to 
conduct identity-based 
census information by 
2023, Dana Lieberman, 
WRDSB’s senior manager 
of research and evidence-
based practice, told The 
Observer in an email.

“The census data will be 
instrumental in helping 
us address differences 
and gaps in the system to 
ensure that any student’s 
identity does not predict 
their outcome,” she said.

The census asked the 
students questions about 
their ethnic and cultural 
origins, citizenship and 
first languages, religion 
worldview and spiritual-
ity, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, disabilities 
and health, food security 
and learning resources, 
access to programming, 
household composition 
and income level, levels of 
education in the house-
hold and employment 
status.  

For next steps, the 
census data will be 
broken down to be more 
school-specific, said 
Lieberman. That will 
be shared with school 

WRDSB census shows a snapshot 
of the student body in Waterloo Region

→ CENSUS 10

The WRDSB recently released the results of its first student census which gathered information related to identity such as religion, 
household income, ethnic and cultural background, gender and sexuality. Leah Gerber

administrators in the 
fall. Staff at the research 
department of the school 
board will also begin 
analyzing the census 
results against student 
achievement, program 
enrollment, and suspen-
sion and expulsion data 
to begin identifying gaps 

and disparities based on 
identity, she noted.

“We will also be sharing 
the results more broadly 
with community stake-
holders in the Waterloo 
Region, as well as creating 
resources to support the 
understanding and use of 
this data,” she said.

This was the first census 
conducted. 

“We are in the process 
of determining timing for 
the next workforce census 
and student census, both 
of which will take place 
within the next two to four 
years,” said Lieberman.

“The student census 

results provide the 
WRDSB with an important 
opportunity to develop 
a deeper understanding 
of our students and to 
apply what we’ve learned 
from them to our ongoing 
efforts to meet the diverse 
needs of all students”

been a couple of touch-
downs of tornadoes but 
nothing really damaging 
and very localized,” said 
Phillips.

However, people do 
need to remain prepared, 
and “keep an eye on the 
sky,” Phillips said.

“We know that weather 
can turn on you and it’s 
not a matter of always 
getting your alert by cell 
phone. It’s a matter of 
being your own weather 
person and watching the 
sky. I mean you don’t get 
severe slamming weather 

out of blue skies and 
white puffy clouds. The 
atmosphere threatens and 
so when the atmosphere 
threatens know where to 
go and what the safety 
rules are. You don’t want 
to become a statistic in 
summertime.”

Phillips said he could 
not have manufactured 
a better summer for 
weather. 

“It seems to me that 
nature is going to deliver 
us the goods that will 
make the summer pleas-
ant for people,” he said.

Dario Killins was at Elmira’s Bolender Park Tuesday as summer 
got rolling with scorching temperatures. Bill Atwood
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dents who live on a street 
next to the proposal, also 
expressed a desire for the 
trail to be moved.

“It’s not that we’re 
opposed to what was said. 
We would just like to state 
some changes. I feel the 
mix of it’s going to be hard 
enough to get used to new 
residents – for 20 years 
these people have been 
looking at green space and 
sunsets and now they’re 
going to be used to some-
thing else,” Whitmer said.

Moving the trail would 
better allow for new resi-
dents to meet those already 
living there, he added.

“I think it would really be 
nice if you had it on the east 
side where you take it down 
to where the new entrance 
is going to be off of Gerber 
then you can just walk 
down the sidewalks and 
pick up the trail to go up the 
backside to the community 
centre. I think it just makes 
more sense and that the 

feeling of people meeting 
and  getting to know each 
other holds a lot of water,” 
Whitmer said.

Resident Alan Jones said 
he was worried about losing 
his privacy.

“Right now we have no 
houses behind our houses. 
We have privacy back 
there.…We know as of this 
year we have a sidewalk 
down the front of our 
properties. Now having 
a proposal of a sidewalk 
down the back of our prop-
erties, losing the privacy 
that we have right now in 
our backyards, we’re going 
to lose it to a point with 
houses being built behind 
there,” he said.

Jones said he was fine 
with the idea of houses 
being built, but he is 
worried about access via 
the trail.

“Anybody can walk 
down and stare in your 
backyard and stare in you 
back windows. There are 
people there with swim-

ming pools. If they’re in 
their swimming pools, they 
can have people wandering 
down the walkway. I like 
the privacy in my backyard. 
And I’m going to lose that 
more with houses back 
there and I’ll lose even 
more with a walkway down 
the back there.”

Jones asked if it would be 
possible to have single-fam-
ily homes behind the single 
family homes that are 
already there.

“Those people that are 
going to buy houses there, 
they’re going to buy them 
knowing that there’s a trail. 
We bought house knowing 
there was a field behind 
us, and we weren’t stupid 
enough to think that there’d 
never be houses. I don’t 
want to cause enemies, but 
I have some objections to a 
walkway down the back of 
my property,” he said.

Greg Romanick, senior 
planner for Stantec who 
presented on behalf 
of Strohvest, said the 

proposed plan provides 
“extensive explanation” 
about why they think that 
location is best for Welles-
ley.  

“It’s premised on both 
the neighbourhood but it’s 
also taking a more macro 
view of the entire village 
of Wellesley. What I’ll say 
about our vision is that 
in time that linear strip 
running itself could in 
fact be enlarged, creating 
a better setting for such a 
trail and could be incorpo-
rated into a broader circle 
navigating a trail the might 
run around the entire 
village,” he said.

“It is a very important 
community asset in a lot of 
municipalities.”

Tuesday night’s meet-
ing was an information 
session, with council 
making no decisions. Plan-
ning staff will review the 
application, consider input 
such as public concerns 
and report back at a later 
date.

→ FROM 1

SUBDIVISION: Some neighbours express concern about new development

beer and live music. 
This was part of a larger 
community bike event in 
the village.

The St. Jacobs Business 
Improvement Area is 
working toward certifica-
tion with Ontario by Bike, 
a cycle tourism promotion 
organization, to make the 
town known widely as a 
cycling destination.

 “We just want to make 
the village a more welcom-
ing place for cyclists,” said 
Schmidt. “And so partner-
ing up with the BT-700 is 
the perfect thing because 
they’re an established 
biking group that runs all 
kinds of different cycling 
routes that lead from St. 
Jacobs.”

To meet the certification 
needs, Erin Schmidt, the 
BIA coordinator, said the 
business organization will 
be installing bike racks at 
more locations in the town, 
installing more signage to 
help cyclists find wash-
rooms, places to fill their 
water bottles, and install-
ing a repair station.

Edward Denyer, owner of 
the Eco Café in St. Jacobs, 
already holds a business 
certification with Ontario 
by Bike.

“(Cyclists) drive a lot 
of tourism dollars,” said 
Denyer. “They also drive 
tourism stays. So if you’re 
looking to develop an expe-
rience-based tourism econ-
omy, this is one of the best 
markets that’s available.”

He says the whole point 
of certification is to let 
cyclists know that there 
is a safe haven available 
for them, and they are 

welcome. This is why 
things like tool kits, bike 
racks and washrooms are 
necessary.

“You know, if (a cyclist) 
walks in and they needed 
access to a phone, we 
would provide that 
because we’re part of that 
organization and we’re 
trying to allow them some 
kind of safety net. As well 
as it helps for marketing 
and it helps for becoming 
better well-known in the 
communities that you’re 
trying to reach.”

To be certified, Denyer 
must make sure his busi-
ness has a covered space 
for cyclists to sit outside, a 
safe place to lock up bicy-
cles, access to washrooms 
and a toolkit they can use, 
among other needs.

To celebrate cycling in 
St. Jacobs, staff with the 
BIA put together A Cycle 
into Summer event which 
included a bike rodeo for 
kids sponsored by Cycling 
into the Future, an orga-
nization dedicated to 
ensuring every child knows 
how to ride a bike, and a 
community bike ride in 
the afternoon. The day was 
capped off by the BT-700 
social night at Three 
Sisters’ Cultural Centre in 
St. Jacobs.

 “So we really want to 
support (the BT-700 riders) 
and just really promote 
cycling in both the St. 
Jacobs community and 
visitors coming to our 
area,” said Schmidt.

 “There’s never been a 
better time to get out on 
two wheels and explore 
different areas,” said 
Kadey. 

→ FROM 3

CYCLING: St. Jacobs aiming  
to be a destination for bike tourism

People enjoying the food and music at the Three Sisters Cultural Centre. Leah Gerber photos

Music provided by Friday Empire. 

Steve Li (left) and Hui Lu  are avid bikepackers, and have cycled the 
BT-700 before. This year they are planning to complete the route 
in six days including cycling to the Grand Depart from Toronto and 
back.  

Bastien Jean, originally from France and 
now in Montreal, says he has done a few 
bike packing trips already. He plans to go 
with the flow and crash wherever. “It’s al-
ways the best to get out of your comfort 
zone,” he said. 

Tara Campbell from Kitchener is cycling 
the BT-700 for the first time on Sunday. 
She plans to eat butter tarts along the way. 
“I’m from here, I’ve seen it happening for 
a few years. I really enjoy the countryside 
here,” she said.  

Matthew Kadey, creator of the BT-700 
poses for a photo at the Three Sisters Cul-
tural Centre social event the night before 
the Grand Depart. 
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JUNE 15

3:12 PM | A collision 
brought  emergency 
services to Herrgott 
Road, between Lawson 
Line and Geddes Street, 
in Wellesley Township. A 
cement truck was trav-
elling north on Herrgott 
Road when the driver lost 
control, travelled off the 
roadway and overturned 
before striking at tree. 
The driver, a 55-year-
old Kitchener male was 
transported by air ambu-
lance to an out-of-region 
hospital with serious 
but non-life-threaten-
ing injuries. Herrgott 
Road remained closed 
for several hours for the 
investigation. Anyone 
who witnessed this colli-
sion or has any informa-
tion is asked to call police 
at 519-570-9777, ext. 
8856 or Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477. 

JUNE 16

6 :55 PM |  Pol ice 
responded to a two-vehi-
cle collision in Woolwich 
Township after a white 
Ford heading north on 
Katherine Street began 
to turn left into a private 
drive and into the path 
of a black Nissan head-
ing south. The driver of 
the Ford, a 57-year-old 
New Hamburg man, was 
charged with ‘change lane 
– not in safety.’

JUNE 17

12:48 PM | A single-ve-
hicle collision in brought 
police to Apple Grove 
Road, near Lobsinger Line 

Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP) is again 
urging vehicle owners 
to take some personal 
action to help curb the 
number of vehicle thefts 
across the region. It only 
takes a second of your 
time to lock your vehicle 
and remove the keys, yet 
the numbers don’t lie, too 
many people aren’t doing 
it, they say.

Collectively, the five 
detachments of Huron, 
Perth, South Bruce, Grey-
Bruce and Wellington 
have investigated a total 
of 207 stolen vehicles this 
year versus 147 during 
the same period last year.   

The overwhelming 
majority of these vehicle 
thefts have been crimes 
of opportunity. Vehicles 
are being left unlocked 
and the ignition key 
readily accessible often 
in the vehicle. This makes 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Police advise drivers to lock it or lose it
things rather easy for a 
thief looking to steal a 
vehicle. One second your 
vehicle is in your drive-
way the next a criminal is 
using it to commit other 
crimes. 

Routinely these thieves 
will use the stolen vehicle 
to commit further criminal 
offences such as break 
and enters and thefts. 
Additionally, the drivers 
will engage in dangerous 
driving acts on the road-
way and will also fail to 
stop for police if attempts 
are made to stop them.

“Please help us combat 
vehicle theft by doing two 
simple things: 1) lock your 
vehicle, 2) pocket your 
keys! Crime prevention 
is everyone’s business, 
and we need you to do 
your part. Vehicle theft is 
largely a crime of oppor-
tunity, please do your part 
to take this opportunity 

away,” said  OPP Acting 
Detective Staff Sgt. Tyler 
Stewart in a release.

The solution comes 
down to vehicle owners 
taking some basic steps 
to secure their vehicle 
and to always remove the 
ignition key from their 
vehicle. In addition, don’t 
leave valuables in your 
vehicle or personal docu-
ments such as vehicle 
ownership, liability pink 
slips, credit card invoices 
or other documents 
containing personal infor-
mation in their vehicles, 
police advise. Identity 
thieves are looking for 
such documents so 
they can assume identi-
ties, secure credit card 
accounts, lease vehicles 
for export, and even take 
out a mortgage against 
victims’ properties with-
out their knowledge.

in Woolwich Township. A 
transport truck was travel-
ling south on Apple Grove 
Road when it got too 
close to the edge of the 
roadway and rolled onto 
its passenger side into a 
shallow ditch. No injuries 
were reported as a result 
of the incident.

1:52 PM | Emergency 
services responded to 
the area of Erbs Road 
and Wilmot Line in Wilmot 
Township following a colli-
sion. A white SUV was 
travelling west on Erbs 
Road when the driver 
attempted to turn left 
into a private driveway. 
The white SUV turned in 
front of a black SUV that 
was travelling east on 
Erbs Road and collided 
with it. The driver of the 
black SUV, a 58-year-old 
Kitchener woman, was 
transported by paramed-
ics to a local hospital with 
non-life-threatening inju-
ries. A passenger of the 
black SUV sustained minor 
injuries. The driver of the 
white SUV, a 46-year-old 
Kitchener man, sustained 
minor injuries. Erbs Road 
was closed for approxi-
mately five hours for the 
collision investigation. 
The investigation remains 
ongoing by the Traffic 
Services Unit and charges 
are pending. Anyone who 
witnessed this collision 
or has dash-cam footage 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

2:34 PM | Police received 
a report of a theft in Wool-
wich Township. Some-

time between 3:30 p.m. 
on June 13 and 12 p.m. 
on June 17, an unknown 
suspect(s) removed 
several metres of wiring 
from lights and poles 
installed along the CN 
trail at Randall Drive and 
Farmers Market Road. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police or 
at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

JUNE 18

10:16 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a residen-
tial break-and-enter 
in Breslau. Sometime 
between 11 p.m. on June 
16 and 6 a.m. on June 17, 
an unknown suspect(s) 
entered an unsecured 
shed and storage unit 
located on a property on 
Village View Road and 
stole property. Anyone 
with information is 
asked to call police or at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

JUNE 20

8:48 AM |  Pol ice 
received a report of a 
break-and-enter in Wool-
wich Township. Sometime 
between June 17 at 5 p.m. 
and June 20 at 8 a.m., 
an unknown suspect(s) 
entered a storage facility 
in the area of Floradale 
Road and Church Street 
West and took property. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police or 
at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

A 55-year-old Kitchener man was transported to an out-of-region hospital by air ambulance after 
a collision on Herrgott Road, between Lawson Line and Geddes Street, in Wellesley Township on 
June 15. The cement truck he was driving was heading north on Herrgott Road when he lost control, 
veered off the roadway and overturned before striking a tree. Leah Gerber

A two-vehicle collision ended with a truck in a field on Ament Line outside of Linwood on June 17. 
Waterloo Regional Police said that one person was taken to hospital with minor injuries. Leah Gerber
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “There is no increased risk of monkeypox to 
the general public stemming from this case. 
The virus is primarily transmitted through 
contact with fluid from the virus’ lesions, so it 
is important to be aware and take necessary 
precautions if you are in intimate contact 
with someone who has monkeypox lesions.”
Dr. Matthew Tenenbaum, associate medical officer of 
health for WDG Public Health, on the first case of monkey-
pox discovered in Guelph.

Some 40% of Canadian companies say 
they won’t be able to survive much longer 
if inflation remains high. Impacts include 
having to raise prices (44%), absorb some 
of the additional costs (37%), reduce trans-
portation costs (17%), adopt new technol-
ogy to automate tasks/processes (16%), 
outsource a portion of their work (14%).
Harris poll

Verbatim The Monitor

O ur complaints about road construction and 
the resultant delays are a summertime rite, as 
common as talking about the weather. Partic-
ularly galling are road closures when there 

appears to be little, if any work getting done. The pace 
of progress can be as glacial as the traffic jams that often 
ensue.

Whether it’s slowing down as cars are funnelled into a single 
lane or time-consuming detours that drag on for months (see 
Elmira’s Church Street just now), we all have stories about the 
inconvenience. Likewise, we all have anecdotes about how the 
construction drags on while workers stand around and equip-
ment sits idle for days on end.

The pace of progress – or the lack thereof – is a sore spot 
with just about every project.

That’s even more the case when we compare road work 
(government projects) to the pace of construction in private 
developments. Entire subdivisions – new roads, houses and 
all – appear to grow out of the ground even as repaving a small 
stretch of a road along our commute seems to drag on forever.

Some of that is simply our impression: we pay far more 
attention to the projects that have an impact on us. And the 
comparison isn’t always apt. The reconstruction of a road 
– not just repaving, but a full dig and replacement of under-
ground services – is more complicated than the so-called 
greenfield development in a new subdivision, creating more 
hurdles for municipal projects.

First off, there are residents to deal with, requiring input 
and feedback to begin with, and ongoing issues with noise 
and dust suppression, for instance, that don’t exist in new 
development. Then there are detours and efforts to keep some 
access points open. Add in the unknowns that almost always 
lead to unexpected delays or changes to the plan, and you’ve 
got a recipe for challenges beyond the typical new build, say 
officials.

Still, why not just hurry up the pace?
In general, there’s a trade-off between time, resources and 

money. More people and equipment working around the clock 
is very expensive. And it causes problems when the work is 
being done in close proximity to people’s homes.

Because the work is carried out by private contractors 
and typically awarded based on the lowest bid, there’s every 
chance the contractor is overextended, allocating scarce 
resources – there’s no budget for having large amounts of 
expensive equipment sitting idle waiting for the next site – 
may mean delays at any and all locations. Throw in similar 
issues with subcontractors, weather delays and the inevitable 
surprises, and you’ve got a recipe for construction taking a 
whole lot longer than seems reasonable to the untrained and 
often harried driver. 

Studies have shown that when you factor in the cost of 
delays to drivers, the negative impact on residents and the 
business losses and failures – hello, transit projects – it’s often 
cheaper to go with the finish-fast option, despite the increase 
in upfront costs.

As the model stands just now, however, there’s no incen-
tive to save time and money on the part of government or the 
contractors, bonuses for early completion notwithstanding. 
It’s increasingly common to see penalties for delays, but those 
are often explained away such that municipalities don’t apply 
them. Moreover, such costs are often built into the contracts, 
or simply tacked on as extras – almost invariably, the taxpay-
ers pick up the tab, no matter who’s at fault.

Bureaucrats seeking to third-party all of the work and all 
of the potential blame if – well, let’s be real, when – there are 
screw-ups, delays and budget overruns also add to the cost 
and to the timelines. The status quo, which doesn’t usually 
work well for the public, doesn’t appear destined for change, 
and certainly not in any way that’s going to help you the next 
time you’re out in your car.

Construction season upon us, 
there will be complaints

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Once upon a time (about 
four years ago) Cyril 

Ramaphosa was seen as South 
Africa’s last, best hope. Since 
the end of apartheid in 1994, 
the leadership of the coun-
try’s ruling African National 
Congress (ANC) had passed 
from the wise and heroic Nelson 
Mandela to the intellectual but 
ineffectual Thabo Mbeki and 
then to the corrupt and ignorant 
Jacob Zuma.

But in 2018 the fractured 
and demoralized ANC pulled 
itself together, remembered 
its purpose, and replaced 
Zuma as president with Cyril 
Ramaphosa. Hope soared: 
Ramaphosa had a long record of 
activism in the struggle against 
apartheid, he was a former 
trade union leader, and he was 
so rich that he didn’t need to 
be corrupt. He was the ideal 
candidate. 

For a while it went well. The 
economy didn’t grow much 
and unemployment stayed 
very high, but Zuma’s chief 
cronies fled abroad, others were 
charged with various crimes, 
and even Zuma wound up in 
jail. Ramaphosa was at least 
trying to clean up the mess – but 
then, two years ago, there was 
a burglary at his wildlife game 
farm in Limpopo province.

How did South African’s 
Ramaphosa get so rich?

ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

Nobody heard about it at 
the time, because Ramaphosa 
didn’t mention it publicly. 
That’s understandable, because 
the burglars allegedly found 
$4 million in cash hidden in 
cushions on his sofa. That’s 
not a good look for a president 
whose USP is fighting corrup-
tion, so no report was made 
to the police. Ramaphosa just 
swallowed the loss.

That’s not as crazy as it 
sounds: Ramaphosa is one of 
the richest men in South Africa, 
and $4 million is less than one 
per cent of his wealth. He could 
just be trying not to draw atten-
tion to it – but then, early this 
month, Arthur Fraser, former 
head of South Africa’s intelli-
gence agency, lodged a criminal 
complaint with the police about 
the affair.

Fraser said that Ramapho-
sa’s ‘presidential protection 
unit’ (bodyguards) had tracked 
down the burglars, kidnapped 
and interrogated them, and 
then bribed them to keep quiet 
about the cash. Maybe Rama-
phosa was just trying to protect 
his reputation as a man of the 

people, but even so he would 
have been breaking the law. And 
then Fraser outed him.

The news is now out all over 
town, and by this week Rama-
phosa was under attack from all 
sides. “Criminals do not report 
crimes when the proceeds of 
their crimes are stolen,” as 
Julius Malema, leader of the 
opposition Economic Free-
dom Fighters party, put it, and 
a great many other people in 
Parliament and in the street 
took the same view.

This comes at just the wrong 
time for Ramaphosa, who faces 
a leadership challenge in the 
ANC in December. His anti-cor-
ruption campaign within the 
party has not prospered, and 
Zuma’s supporters staged riots 
that killed hundreds when he 
was jailed. Now Zuma’s out of 
jail, and Ramaphosa is tarred 
with the same corruption brush 
himself.

There’s a lot that’s wrong with 
this story. Arthur Fraser, the 
former spy chief who brought 
the complaint against Rama-
phosa, is a close ally of Zuma’s. 
The South African president 
does hold regular cash auctions 
of his prize Ankole cattle and 
various game animals at his 
farm, but why would he hide 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 8
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Editor's 
Point of View

Taking aim at single-use plastics is a matter of making a statement

16 million straws are used 
daily. Single-use plastics 
like these make up most of 
the plastic litter found on 
shorelines across Canada. 

As we debate the future 
of the plastic bag, it’s easy 
to forget they’re a rela-
tively recent issue in the 
numbers seen today. 

When I was growing up, 
groceries were packed in 
paper bags. Later, “paper 
or plastic” entered the 
equation, giving way to 
plastic by default – first 
introduced in the 1970s, 
the bags became ubiqui-
tous, accounting for four 
out of every five used at 
the supermarket.

So successful has been 
the transition, that the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency estimates upwards 
of one trillion plastic bags 
are manufactured world-

wide each year.
In the last few years, 

however, the bag has 
become a symbol of our 
disregard for the environ-
ment. The resultant back-
lash led to bans in some 
jurisdictions, while others 
have imposed a per-bag 
cost on convenience. 
The latter can be seen in 
grocery stores around here.

There are plenty of good 
reasons for cutting back 
on our use of plastic bags. 
While recycling programs 
do exist, participation 
rates are typically low. The 
bags are made from petro-
leum, with each placing 
a demand on dwindling 
supplies. Many simply 
end up in landfills where 
they can take decades to 
decompose. Worse still, 
many of the bags simply 
scatter, their shape and 
light weight allowing the 
wind to move them with 
ease. The result can be 
unsightly trash gathering 
in ditches and hedgerows. 

But more seriously they 
end up in waterways, 
where marine mammals 
try to eat them or choking 
birds and other wildlife.

Plastic bags and other 
trash wash up on far 
distant shores, even in 
some of the most pristine 
locales. Images of the 
Great Pacific Garbage 
Patch – a collection of our 
junk, much of it plastic in 
various stages of disinte-
gration, estimated at twice 
the size of the state of Texas 
– are a revealing indication 
of just what we’re capable 
of doing to the planet.

That’s what prompted 
support for Canada’s action 
among organizations such 
as the Sierra Club.

“We are happy that our 
voices were heard and 
that these changes were 
made. But it shouldn’t 
have to take this long. We 
know Canadians want 
to see action on plastic 
pollution, and hope that in 
the future, these changes 

can come much quicker. 
We don’t have another 
four years to spare,” says 
Lucy Bain, problem with 
plastics coordinator with 
Sierra Club Ontario.

“This is not the end, it is 
only the beginning of what 
needs to be done to tackle 
the plastic crisis we have 
created. Hot and cold drink 
cups, sachets, produce bags 
and cigarette filters are just 
a few more examples of the 
plastic that we are seeing in 
our environment every day. 
The next step is identifying 
these additional harmful 
single-use plastics and 
getting them added to the 
list quickly.”

With all that downside, 
however, there is an argu-
ment to be made in support 
of the lowly plastic bag.

Perhaps like me you use 
bags to line your trashcan. 
Others use them for scoop-
ing up Rover’s offerings. 
Or perhaps as lunch bags 
or general totes (though 
hopefully not the same 

ones used for the first two 
examples). That would 
adhere to the second of the 
three Rs (reuse), though 
perhaps the first (reduce) 
is more applicable here.

The plastics and packag-
ing industries have natu-
rally attempted to counter 
the anti-bag movement, in 
much the same way they’ve 
joined in on the backlash 
against bottled water. 
Self-serving, obviously, but 
there are some points to 
ponder. Plastic bags are in 
some ways more environ-
mentally friendly than the 
former mainstay of grocery 
shopping, paper. 

According to the plas-
tics industry, plastic bags 
require 40 per cent less 
energy to produce than 
paper, generate 80 per cent 
less solid waste and produce 
70 per cent fewer atmo-
spheric emissions. Their 
lighter weight makes them 
easier to transport, saving 
fuel on both the distribution 
and recycling sides.

Transportation costs – in 
dollars and energy – also 
come into play with the 
argument against reusable 
plastic bags, which are 
about 15 times heavier and 
often made overseas versus 
the domestically made 
plastic bags. Even reusable 
cotton bags have their 
problems given that cotton 
is both fossil fuel intensive 
and reliant on pesticides.

With plastics, much 
of them end up in our 
environment, particularly 
waterways. Only about 
nine per cent of Canada’s 
plastic waste is recycled 
each year, leaving 2.8 
million tonnes in landfill 
sites, or worse. And as we 
find it increasingly diffi-
cult to ship our problems 
offshore, some domestic 
action is required. Thus 
the single-use plastic ban 
now being rolled out.

The choice, then, may not 
be as easy as it seems at first 
blush. Still, coming first on 
the list of three Rs, reduce 
should be the first priority.After two years of being away from school, kids look at a return to normal as they head out for summer 2022.

There are usually a 
few reusable shop-

ping bags in my car. They 
don’t always make the 
trip inside when I pull up 
to a store, however. With 
Ottawa looking to make 
good on its pledge to ban 
single-use plastics, that 
may have to change.

All of us are going to 
have get into the habit of 
bringing our own bags 
instead of relying on the 
plastic ones provided by 
the merchants. It’s one of 
the few instances where 
we’re going back to what 
our grandmothers did.

Watching people lug 
their own bags and baskets 
into supermarkets, I’m 
reminded how people like 
my grandmother used to 
sport their own shopping 
bags, and could be seen 
lugging items home in a 
pull-cart. That certainly 
was far more environ-
mentally friendly than 
exchanging plastic for 
cotton then dumping the 
groceries into the back of 
an eight-cylinder SUV.

The shopping bag has 
perhaps the highest profile 
of the items the federal 
government this week 
pledged to eliminate. Also 
on the list are straws, stir 
sticks, cutlery, ring carri-
ers and takeout contain-
ers. The manufacture and 
imports of those single-
use plastics are banned 
as of December this year. 
Providing time to clear out 
existing stock, Ottawa has 
decreed the sale of such 
items will come into effect 
in December 2023.

The feds argue that over 
the next decade, the move 
will result in the elimina-
tion of some 1.3 million 
tonnes of hard-to-recycle 
plastic waste and more 
than 22,000 tonnes of 
plastic pollution, the 
equivalent to more than a 
million garbage bags full 
of litter. In Canada, up to 
15 billion plastic check-
out bags are used every 
year and approximately 
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Why bears were never domesticated

learned to slip in closer for 
food, until they eventually 
realized that we meant 
them no harm. Then over 
generations, they were 
able to slowly form a real 
bond with us.

Like kids.
Bears were not so 

meek in their approach, 
however. A bear would 
smell what was cook-
ing or catch a whiff of 
our garbage dumps, or 
that one guy who never 
bathed, and then walk 
right in like they owned 
the place. There was no 
testing the waters. It was 
more like, “Are we going 
to have trouble here? 
Because all I want are all 
the blueberries you just 
collected.”

And not even my wife 
and kids can get away with 
that.

Even if we could find an 

amicable solution, I think 
as we domesticated dogs, 
bears had a hard act to 
follow. 

First off, back then 
poop and scoop was in 
its infancy – and no one 
had developed bags big 
enough for bear poop. And 
as for the affection part, 
I think our early ances-
tors quickly figured out 
that having a “lap bear” 
would not be a whole lot 
of fun.  And while dogs 
cuddle, bears hug. And we 
all know that this is not 
exactly pleasant. Also, the 
thought of a bear scooting 
across your rug is even 
harder to take.

Then there is the sport-
ing aspect. Many of our 
domesticated dogs were 
bred to hunt – either to 
retrieve, flush or chase. 
I think early on hunters 
realized that if you sent a 
bear out to retrieve a duck, 
you weren’t getting it back 
– until the poop and scoop 
part.

As for the flushing and 

chasing parts, I think 
bears were just too good 
at this. Which meant 
you’d never see that game 
animal again, unless it 
was as they were running 
or flying over the horizon.

On the plus side, having 
a pet that hibernates over 
the entire winter might 
not be a bad thing, espe-
cially if you could have 
them do it in the living 
room and use them as a 
bean bag chair.

In the end though, I 
think not domesticating 
bears was one of the best 
decisions we ever made. 
Because, honestly, they 
also take up a lot of space. 
And if you think a puppy 
chewing on a table leg is 
bad, think of what a polar 
bear cub could do.

It just wasn’t meant to 
be. And that’s fine.

Between my dog, our 
two cats, and a bear, I’d 
never get to sit on a couch 
or chair again. 

Or eat blueberries. And 
that just wouldn’t do.

The other day after 
cleaning up after a 

bear that had knocked 
over our garbage bin in 
the early morning hours, 
I began wondering where 
we went wrong with bears.

If you think about it, 
bears would have made 
an ideal pet in many ways. 
They are cuddly and cute. 
They would have provided 
a sense of security you 
could never get with a shih 
tzu. And they would not 
take any guff from cats.

I get that they are big, 
aggressive omnivores that 
could snap your arm off 
with a good bite, but the 
same can be said about 
some dogs. 

So why is it we never 
domesticated bears?

I think the bear itself is 
partly responsible. 

After all, we were able 
to bring cats and dogs 
into our caves because 
they initially reluctantly 
positioned themselves at 
a fair distance from our 
campfires and over time 

The colour pink is known to 
soothe ones nerves and is 
often used for anger 
management.

Government officials created 
the “pink slip” for termination 
because the colour was more 
soothing then something 
more stark like green.

National “Pink” day is 
celebrated in the US on June 
23 and it does not align with 
the principles of the Canadian 
“Pink Shirt Day.”

 ↆ LAST WEEK: 
Truth: Valentian V. Tereshkova was the first woman launched into 
orbit completing 48 orbits in 71 hours. 
 
Truth: The “super earth,” known as 55 Cancri e was discovered in 
2004 and believed to be covered in graphite and diamonds. It is 
about 41 light years away from earth. 
 
Lie: Given the average density of the asteroid belt, a spaceship 
would have about 0.0001% chance of being hit by an asteroid during 
the transit. The movies always get it wrong about space. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

the cash in pillows? Tax 
avoidance?

This is a man who has 
sat on literally dozens of 
boards and is allegedly 
worth $450 million. If he 
wants to avoid taxes, he 
has lawyers aplenty; he 
doesn’t need sofa cush-
ions. The whole ‘burglary’ 
operation, and especially 
the source and the timing 
of the ‘complaint,’ smells 
like a political sting. 
Nevertheless, Ramaphosa 

is in deep trouble.
The real object of the 

sting would have been to 
highlight Ramaphosa’s 
great and unexplained 
wealth. He probably 
didn’t break the law to 
get it, like Zuma did, 
but he didn’t inherit it 
and he didn’t earn it by 
hard work. He just got 
paid huge sums to sit on 
boards, and invested the 
proceeds wisely.

Ramaphosa got on 
those boards as part of the 

Tuesday, June 28, 2022 7:00 – 7:30 pm
Online via Zoom

RSVP by Monday, June 27 by 12:00 p.m. by emailing: 
woolwichcommunityservices@yahoo.com

A vote on the revisions made to the WCS constitution and bylaws will take place.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
WOOLWICH COMMUNITY SERVICES

Together Making A Difference

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Turkey & Dressing or Ham includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
June 24 & 25

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
June 29 - July 2

Hot Turkey or Meatloaf  includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

DYER: Growing wealthy on the back of the party has its price
→ FROM 8 ANC-sponsored ‘Black 

Economic Empowerment’ 
programme, one of whose 
purposes was to provide 
a reliable, low-profile 
income stream for its 
political work. Most of 
its supporters were very 
poor, but the chosen 
‘BEE’ appointees were 
expected to donate much 
of their large incomes to 
the ANC.

It’s less lurid than 
Zuma’s route to great 
wealth via partnership 

with Indian ‘entrepre-
neurs’ in a project of ‘state 
capture,’ but both men’s 
riches come from their ties 
to the ANC. To the average 
voter in Alexandra Town-
ship, the two men will look 
exactly the same.

That is why the ANC will 
probably lose its majority 
in parliament in the 2024 
election, after 30 years in 
power. High time, really, 
even though nobody 
knows what’s coming out 
of the box next.

CENSUS: A look at demography

Highlights from 
WRDSB’s first student 
census:

 � Nearly three per 
cent of students who 
participated iden-
tify as Indigenous, 
representing 66 
nations, communi-
ties and identities. 

 � Racialized students 
make up one-third of 
the student census 
participants.

 �  Seven per cent of 
students identified 
having more than 
one racial group 
identity or a multi-
racial identity. 

 � WRDSB students 
who participated 
reported more than 
200 languages as 
their first language, 
including five Indige-
nous first languages. 

 � The most common 
religions identi-
fied in the census 

were Christianity  
(38.2% K-3, 33.1% 
Grades 4-12) and 
Islam (12.8% K-3, 
15.2% Grades 4-12).

 � Approx two out of 
five students iden-
tified as agnostic, 
atheist or having no 
religious or spiri-
tual affiliation. 

 � More than four 
per cent of student 
participants in 
Grades 4 to 12 
self-identified their 
gender one that 
differs from their 
assigned sex at birth.

 � Nearly 24 per cent 
of student partic-
ipants in Grades 
7 to 12 self-identi-
fied with at least 
one 2SLGBTQIA+ 
orientation.

 � Approximately seven 
per cent of partic-
ipating students 
reported a disability 
or health condition. 

→ FROM 5

observerxtra.com/letters

Write a letter to the 
editor and submit it 
online today.
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

BusinessBusiness Back in full operation since the top of the 
month, Grand River Raceway has been 
named on the 2022 list of Best Workplaces 
in Retail & Hospitality. First awarded in 2019 
as a Great Place to Work, and then later 
recognized on the 2020 list of Best Work-
places in Retail and Hospitality, the raceway 
is owned and operated by Grand River Agri-
cultural Society (GRAS).

Waterloo Region District School Board trust-
ees this week approved the 2022-2023 
school year budget, which sees revenues 
of $841 million and a capital budget of $75.3 
million.

Accolades for raceway WRDSB budget

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

THEY WERE MAJOR 
PLAYERS IN the late-19th 
and early 20th centuries, 
providing not only a pleth-
ora of business services to 
the village of Heidelberg 
but fostering a real sense 
of community. Most of the 
buildings associated with 
their ventures are gone, 
but their efforts have now 
been recorded for the ages 
via the Waterloo Region 
Hall of Fame.

Among the latest 
inductees are six men who 
helped shape the commu-
nity they served: Henry 
N. Huehn, John Wesley 
Huehnergard, Charles 
Kreutziger, Henry Miller, 
Valentine Otterbein and 
Adam Steiss Jr.

Early entrepreneurs 
went beyond business 
to lead community
Six late-19th century Heidelberg men are among the latest 
inductees into the Region of Waterloo Hall of Fame

Ottawa tries to 
address the nation’s 

overarching agri-food 
needs through something 
called an agricultural 
policy framework with 
the provinces and territo-
ries, a kind of roadmap to 
guide priorities.

The framework is 
renewed every five years. 
The next one starts in 
2023. Agri-food interest 
groups are lining up to 
suggest what it should 
contain. The whole exer-
cise must be frustrating 
for them, given how little 
attention and compara-
tively little support this 
vital sector gets. For inex-
plicable reasons, neither 
Ottawa nor Queen’s Park 
gets the message that 
without domestic food 
security, it’s game over.

Nonetheless, the 
agriculture sector keeps 
trying to get its point 
across, in the face of 
devastation…like the 
results of the 2021 Census 
of Agriculture that 
revealed Ontario loses 
almost 320 acres of farm-
land daily to urban sprawl 
and development.

But what options does 
the sector have other than 
to keep trying to make its 
case?

This month, the Cana-
dian Federation of Inde-
pendent Business, which 
counts 6,000 agri-busi-
nesses as members, 
stepped up with its 
suggestions.

Overall, it said govern-
ments must prioritize 
productivity, growth and 
competitiveness in the 
next framework – and 
it must pay attention to 

Governments need a 
solid plan to support 

agriculture

farmers and those who 
serve them.

“The strength and 
resilience of the agri-
culture sector are due 
to the commitment and 
performance of Cana-
dian farmers and other 
agri-businesses,” it said. 
“Government policies can 
encourage their success 
by fostering a competitive 
landscape.”

The federation noted 
that government policies 
impacting agri-busi-
nesses are wide ranging, 
from municipal, provin-
cial, and federal taxation 
to regulation, busi-
ness risk management 
programs, market access, 
research and develop-
ment, innovation, labour 
and education.

So, no wonder it’s hard 
to establish priorities.

But a lot of things, like 
farming itself, are hard, 
and there’s little sympa-
thy among federation 
members for a lacklustre 
framework. Over half of 
them say the current five-
year partnership has been 
ineffective in improving 
the competitiveness of 
their agri-businesses. 
More than one-quarter 
were discouraged about 
the future of their busi-
ness heading into 2022.

Almost all of them said 
that the rising prices of 
inputs – fertilizer, fuel 
and machinery, among 
them – are having an 
impact on their business. 

→ ROBERTS 12

The men had a profound 
impact on the early days 
of Heidelberg says local 
historian Rosanne Atwa-
ter-Hallatt, who’s written 
two volumes about the 
village for the Waterloo 
Historical Society, with a 
third in the works.

“Beyond their busi-
nesses they were really 
involved in the social and 
civic life of Heidelberg.  
They created kind of a 
golden age for residents. 
They started the band, 
they started the musical 
society, they started the 
debating society. There 
were all kinds of things 
for people to do here,” 
explained Atwater-Hallatt, 
who was responsible for 
nominating the men to 
the hall of fame induction 
committee.

“These six guys were 
real doers and shakers, 
and they were leaders in 
the community,” she said 
of what prompted her to 
seek recognition for the 
early entrepreneurs. “I 
sent the nomination in 
about two years ago, and 
it got approved on the first 
intake – apparently it was 
a unanimous decision for 
the induction, so I was 
very pleased about that.”

The crossroads village 
of Heidelberg, straddling 
both Wellesley and Wool-
wich townships, opened 
its first post office in 1854. 
The six prominent local 
entrepreneurs established 
businesses that would 
provide goods, services, 
entertainment, and 
support for the fledgling 
community.

Henry N. Huehn, born 
on a farm near Heidel-
berg, was a harness-
maker by trade. In 1888, 
he purchased an existing 
general dry goods store on 
the northwest corner of 
Heidelberg’s main inter-
section. While he contin-
ued to operate his harness 
shop, it was the store that 
provided generations 
of villagers with a wide 
variety of essential items. 
Huehn was appointed an 
issuer of marriage licenses, 
served as a Wellesley 
Township councillor and 
the village postmaster. 

John Wesley Huehner-
gard, born on a farm near 
Heidelberg, worked as a 
jeweller and grocer prior to 
purchasing Heidelberg’s 
Dominion Hotel in 1892. 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

→ HALL OF FAME 12

Post an ad. Pay for it. 
Make your next hire.
Hire local with the power of print and online.

Book a print job listing: 519-669-5790 ext104
jobs.observerxtra.com
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The inn, built in 1851, and 
was the town’s second 
hotel. Huehnergard 
renovated the building, 
and transformed the 
second floor, “Heuhner-
gard’s Hall,” to be used for 
concerts, meetings, social 
events and lectures. The 
hotel became an import-
ant social hub for the 
village.  Heuhnergard was 
a singer, accomplished 
musician, one-time leader 
of the Heidelberg Band 
and was the first president 
of the Heidelberg Music 
Society.

Charles Kreut-
ziger immigrated to North 
America in 1849.  He made 
his way to Canada West 
(Ontario) where he was 
a miller. He built a large 
gristmill in Heidelberg in 
1879, the Kreutziger Lorne 
Roller Flour Mill. Next, 
Kreutziger’s built a large 
sawmill which employed 
up to 10 people and bought 
large quantities of logs 
from local farmers. Later, 
Kreutziger moved to the 
city of Waterloo and oper-
ated a large planing mill 
and box factory along with 
his Heidelberg mills.

Henry Miller (Heinrich 
Mueller) immigrated to 
Canada from Baden-Wurt-
tenberg in 1847. He built 
and opened Heidelberg’s 
third hotel, the Great 
Western Hotel, in 1860. It 
became a stage-coach stop 
and transfer point for over-
land routes to Millbank, 
Glen Allen, Stratford, and 
Berlin. Miller designed his 
hotel to include a general 
store with its own separate 
entrance; private, indi-
vidual windowed lodging 
rooms on the second 
floor (rather than sleep-
ing communally on thin 

pallets in the main tavern 
room); and an elevated 
walkway joining the 
second floor of the hotel to 
the barn. 

The hotel at this location 
has operated successfully 
for more than 160 years, 
and is known today as The 
Olde Heidelberg Restau-
rant, Tavern and Motel.

Valentine Otter-
bein immigrated from 
Hesse to Wellesley Town-
ship in 1842. He became 
a second-generation 
Wellesley farmer when he 
took over the operation of 
his father’s farm in 1856. 
In 1869, Otterbein began 
serving as the deputy 
reeve on Waterloo County 
Council, a post he held for 
almost 30 years. He was 
also one of the founders 
and first directors of the 
North Waterloo Farmers’ 
Fire Insurance Company, 
and later served as its 
president.

Adam Steiss, Jr. immi-
grated to Canada West in 
1847. By 1867 he bought 
the Great Western Hotel 
from Henry Miller and 
operated the business for 
almost 40 years. Like his 
competitor, Huehnergard 
across the street, Steiss 

used the space above 
his barn as a public hall 
(Steiss’ Hall) for civic 
meetings, spelling bees, 
division court, amateur 
plays, campaign meet-
ings, horticultural shows, 
and Farmers’ Institute 
meetings.  Steiss began 
his famous limburger 
cheese factory behind his 
house. Demand for Steiss 
limburger cheese became 
so great that even with 
the construction of a new 
and larger cheese factory 
in 1901, the company still 
had difficulty fulfilling its 
orders. Steiss entered and 
won his category and class 
in a cheese competition 
at the 1901 Pan-Ameri-
can Exposition held in 
Buffalo.

There are few vestiges of 
the bustling business and 
cultural aspects of that 
past, notes Atwater-Hal-
latt. The Olde Heidelberg 
inn is the most visible. 

“At the corner of 
Lobsinger and Kressler, 
on the northeast corner 
where the gas stations 
used to be, was where the 
Farmers Inn was,” she 
said. 

“Where the motel is 
now, that’s where Kreut-

ziger’s sawmill and grist-
mill was, but it’s not there 
anymore. Adam Steiss’ 
cheese factory is not 
there. The house is still 
standing on Kressler, but 
the cheese factory behind 
it is not there. 

“The pizza places on 
the corner of Lobsinger 
and Kressler, which was 
the general store for years 
and years that was run 
by Henry Huehn and his 
family. It’s still there, but 
it’s not a general store.”

Heidelberg was a much 
different place at that 
time, says Atwater-Hal-
latt, noting that geogra-
phy was an issue before 
motorized travel became 
the norm.

“They were all intercon-
nected and dependent on 
each other – they never 
went into Berlin or to 
Waterloo. It was pretty 
far for a carriage ride or 
a wagon ride, so they 
were all self-dependent, 
provided everything that 
they needed,” she said.

“They looked after 
everything: your shoes, 
your clothing. You had a 
dressmaker and you had 
a shoemaker and you 
looked after the horses 
– a blacksmith to look 
after your nails and your 
pails and your chains and 
everything you needed. 
No ordering on Amazon, 
you just go down to the 
blacksmith,” she laughed.

“As soon as the road-
way was improved from 
Wagner’s Corner – it was 
Martin’s Corner first 
– and as soon as that 
got cemented, then 
the outward migration 
started. Everybody went 
into town with cars. 
Today, it’s a bedroom 
community.”

Descendants of some of the early entrepreneurs –Susan Huehnergard, Dino Steiss and two Huehnergard cousins – accepted the citation 
at the induction ceremony held Apr. 24 at the Waterloo Region Museum amphitheatre. Rosanne Atwater-Hallatt

HALL OF FAME: A shift from bustling locale to bedroom community

The Great Western / Heidelberg hotel dates back to 1860. 

Nearly three-quarters 
think rising prices are 
not a temporary issue, 
and that governments 
increasing other costs for 
their businesses, like the 
carbon tax, is a concern.

 “Farmers are facing 
significant costs and 
risk in 2022 as they 
work to grow food for 
Canadians and the 
export market,” says the 
federation. “While all 
levels of government 
must develop an effec-
tive long-term policy 
framework, there are 
many immediate chal-
lenges for agri-business 
members that need to be 
addressed.”

The list of demands is 
long, but includes such 

→ FROM 11

→ FROM 11 nuggets as recognizing 
the leadership and signif-
icant role farmers already 
play in protecting the 
environment, and ensur-
ing new environmental 
policies do not add more 
cost or regulatory burden 
to the farm sector. New 
regulations must not 
cause any unintended 
consequences or be at the 
expense of farm produc-
tivity or Canada’s food 
security.

Ottawa and Queen’s 
Park are routinely criti-
cized for being detached 
from everyday agricul-
ture. But here they have 
an opportunity to listen 
to, and act on, very clear 
marching orders by those 
most affected. Ignoring 
them is not an option.

ROBERTS: Governments are catching 
on to problems faced by farmers

tion’s new donors come 
out of clinics held at 
secondary and postsec-
ondary schools.

“As soon as the 
pandemic hit, all of those 
stopped. So we ceased 
every single one of those 
clinics. Obviously the 
students were going 
virtual, so no one was 
there.”

As well, many of the 
mobile clinics had to be 
shut down, she added.

A blood donation is 
divided into four prod-
ucts: platelets, plasma, 
red blood cells and white 
blood cells. The white 
blood cells are discarded, 
but the platelets, plasma 
and red blood cells can be 
used for three different 

patients.
Leyva says that after a 

donation clinic, drivers 
pick up the blood and 
take it to a Brampton 
facility where it gets 
tested. Then usually it’s 
taken to the hospital for 
use the next day. The time 
between a blood donation 
and when a patient uses 
one of the products from 
that donation is typically 
four days.

“A car accident victim 
could require up to 50 
units of blood,” said 
Leyva. “That’s 50 people 
donating blood to save 
one person.”

“When you donate 
blood, it takes one hour, 
but you are the direct 
connection to saving 
someone’s life.”

BLOOD SERVICES: Many donors 
needed to meet ongoing demand

→ FROM 4

Canadian Blood Services says the number of regular blood donors 
is at its lowest seen in a decade, noting 31,000 regular donors 
haven’t been back since the pandemic. Submitted
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WE’VE GOT YOUR

PINE
ELMIRA

NOW AVAILABLE IN

HIGH QUALITY 
ROUGH PINE

1x10 dressed 3 sides
1x12 rough 4 sides. 

Lengths 8’-16’ 

Full Line Up. Great Quality. Competitive Prices. 

building centre

MAR-SPAN
Phone: (519) 669-5488  |  5 Duke St, ELMIRA
Monday - Friday: 7:30am - 6:00pm    Saturday: 8:00am - 4:00pm

Under new management... Come and see us today. 

MICRO PRO SIENNA PRESSURE TREATED

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

/MTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHSFOR $9.95

RENT SOFT WATER

CULLIGAN.COM
519-744-2248 | 427 GAGE AVE. KITCHENER

INFO@CULLIGANWATER.CA

A heart-warming British comedy...
the true story of Maurice Flitcroft, the worst

golfer to ever the play the British Open.
“Uproarious Comedy” - The Telegraph

“Made me Cry with Laughter” - Evening Standard

NOW PLAYING - PRINCESS TWIN CINEMAS
UPTOWN WATERLOO • PRINCESSCINEMAS.COM

Rural Roots Brewery in Elmira held a Father’s Day fundraiser for Woolwich Community Services’ family 
violence prevention program. The event included record vendors selling vinyl. 

Chad Powers, Jamie Lance and Brendan Lowther en-
joyed the nice weather Sunday, while DJ Gary Verrinder 
provided a wide variety of music and a how-to clinic.  
Bill Atwood
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A harvest of local 
farming innovation.
Connect to the land.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

Rural
Connections

Rural
Connections

The Farmer Wellness Initiative went live 
this week. The portal is a 24/ 7 free bilin-
gual mental health service available to all 
farmers and farm family members. Farm-
ers in need of support, can call the toll-free 
number (1-866-267-6255) anytime – from 
the tractor, from the barn, or from the house 
after the sun sets on another long day. 
www.farmerwellnessinitiative.ca 

The federal Ministry of Agriculture and 
Agri-Food this week announced three reap-
pointments to the Farm Products Council of 
Canada: Brian Douglas, chairperson, as of 
June 11, reappointed for a four-year term; 
Ron Bonnett, vice-chair, as of June 2, reap-
pointment for a term ending December 4; 
Morgan Moore, member, as of June 19, reap-
pointed for a two-year term. 

Mental health support line FPC appointments

For more informa�on visit:
cribit.com/grain-contracts Genes that fit your farm® is a registered trademark of SeCan.

Let’s talk
NEW SU Ruzena Winter Barley
Genes that fit your farm® 

Research pays off and we 
aren’t done yet! Cribit Seeds 
works hard in partnership 
with SeCan to find the best 
varieties to fit your farm

VUA= Variety Use Agreement; Required.VUA= Variety Use Agreement; Required.

 Early Harvest
 High Yield
 Strong Straw 

SU Ruzena

2-Row Winter Barley

CRIBIT 
SEEDS
CRIBIT 
SEEDS

Secan.com

SEEDSSEEDSSEEDSSEEDSSEEDS
519-664-3701

A multitude of factors are contributing to inflated food prices just now. 

OFA outlines the impacts on 
farmers as price-takers
We’re all feeling it. 

Whether fuel-
ling up at the gas pump 
or making a trip to the 
grocery store, increasing 
costs of these basic goods 
have never been more 
apparent. Putting food 
on the table and fuelling 
transportation, while 
recovering from a global 
pandemic, has created 
serious financial strain on 

all of us.
But the price spikes 

don’t end there. On top 
of groceries and fuel, 
farmers are experiencing 
a major increase in the 
cost of input supplies. 
Not only is this increas-
ing financial pressure on 
farm businesses, but also 
impacting stress levels 
and overall mental health 
for the farming commu-

nity.
The Ontario Federa-

tion of Agriculture (OFA) 
wants to reassure Ontar-
ians that farmers are 
committed to bringing 
healthy and quality food 
to your table. Saying that, 
farmers are not respon-
sible for increased prices 
at the grocery store and 
are facing their own rise 
in costs across the supply 

chain. A multitude of 
factors are contributing 
to inflated food prices, 
including an increase in 
employee wages, produc-
tion costs, input supplies, 
and shipping and trans-
portation costs. Costs 
to farmers are increas-
ing just as they are for 
everybody else, and that 
undoubtedly has a ripple 

→ OFA 15

It looks like we will see 
different symbols on 

food packaging soon, 
telling us whether a food 
product at the grocery 
store has too much fat, 
sugar or sodium.

Health Canada is likely 
going forward with a 
policy requiring front-of-
package nutrition symbols 
on foods high in saturated 
fat, sugars and sodium. It 
will provide clear, easy-to-
read labels. 

But one part of Health 
Canada’s plan is a head-
scratcher.

The threshold that 
Health Canada intends 
to apply is quite simple. 
For prepared or processed 
foods and those intended 
solely for children one to 
four years of age, it’s 15 per 
cent of daily values (DV). 
This means that if a prod-
uct’s serving exceeds 15 
per cent of the maximum 
daily allowance for satu-
rated fat, sugar or sodium, 
a label will be prominently 
placed on the package for 
consumers to see right 
away. For prepackaged 
meals and dishes, the 
threshold is 30 per cent. 

The policy appears to 
make sense. It’s hard to 
argue against more clarity, 
more transparency and, as 
a result, better consumer 

Grocery shoppers in Canada will soon 
be warned if a product has too much fat, 
sugar or sodium. But exemptions mean 
the new rules are illogical

health.
But things get murky 

when we start looking 
at the list of exemp-
tions. Many products 
will be exempt from this 
policy. For example, 
products at a farmers’ 
market, products not 
sold directly to consum-
ers, non-processed raw 
single-ingredient meat 
and fish products, all dairy 
products, and eggs. The 
list includes technical, 
practical and health-re-
lated exemptions, with 16 
categories in total.

What’s surprising is 
that ground beef and pork 
aren’t exempt. This means 
that, in a few months, 
ground beef and pork, 
two unprocessed, natural 
and affordable animal 
protein sources that many 
consumers eat daily, will 
be labelled as having too 
much saturated fat. Mean-
while, dairy products, 
which arguably contain 
at least as much saturated 
fat, are exempt. 

Some sources believe 
the incredibly powerful 
dairy lobby provided 
enough evidence and 
scientific data to Health 
Canada to suggest that 
saturated fats found 
in dairy products are 

Health Canada’s 
new food labelling 
makes no sense

→ LABELS 16
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7668 8th Line Drayton 519-638-3457 @cleanfieldsvc

TALK TO ONE OF OUR 
AGRONOMISTS TO 
DISCUSS THE RISKS! 

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED 
PROTECTING YOUR SOYBEANS 

THIS SEASON?

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-3232371 Arthur St. S. Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

effect throughout the food 
supply chain.

Despite the additional 
financial strain, Ontario 
farmers continue to grow 
food, fuel and fibre with 
our best farm manage-
ment practices.

Inflation is impacting 
all aspects of our lives 
right now, and food is no 
exception. In fact, it has 
created a shock to the 
entire food supply chain 
and these impacts are 
being felt everywhere. 
The business of farming 
is one that is already 
financially and mentally 
straining in a normal year. 
With the added challenge 
of managing increased 
input costs, it has never 
been clearer that many 
farmers are price-takers 
and are forced to pay what 
the market sets.

Many farm products 
are sold as commodities 
or even in international 
markets. Many farmers 
are locked into contracts 
or have already commit-
ted to selling their prod-
ucts at a certain market 
price. Therefore, they 
cannot modify the cost 
of their farm product. 
While every day inputs 
like fuel and energy, feed 
and containers have 
risen in price, farmers 
cannot easily pass along 

the increases. Espe-
cially during the critical 
growing season, when 
we see increased use of 
tractors and harvesting 
equipment, farm business 
expenses continue to rise 
at unnatural rates.

It isn’t just about 
simple inflation, either. 
Geopolitical events are 
affecting the situation as 
well. Earlier this year, in 
response to the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine, 
Canada placed a 35 per 
cent tariff on fertilizer 
imported from Russia and 
Belarus to deter Canadian 
support of these econ-
omies. However, some 
fertilizer suppliers had 
already purchased from 
Russia and could not 
avoid this tariff. Beyond 
farmers’ control, this 
price was passed from 
fertilizer companies 
to farmers, who had to 
absorb that high cost, 
rather than passing it 
to the next stage of the 
supply chain.

In addition to this 
global crisis, we are also 
experiencing the lagging 
impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic. In advanced 
economies, lower inter-
est rates and govern-
ment support programs 
increased consumer 
spending power. Simul-
taneously, as a demand 

for goods rose, a bottle 
neck in the world supply 
chain materialized as 
a demand for physical 
goods skyrocketed and 
factory and manufactur-
ing closures prevailed. 
The imbalance between 
supply and demand led 
to a large increase in 
shipping costs which 
further raised the price of 
imported goods.

Interest rates that 
continue to climb along-
side inflation has also 
significantly impacted 
financing costs of farm 
businesses putting 
further financial strain on 
farmers. It all adds up to a 
perfect storm, in a sense.

As Ontarians, there are 
ways to help. We know 
that you have choices 
of where to source your 
food. Ontario produce is 
lush and fresh and deli-
cious. We know you have 
choices. We hope that you 
choose Ontario foods.

And to farmers across 
the province, we recog-
nize the scale of economic 
instability and stress this 
puts on farmers and their 
families. Please remem-
ber that support is just a 
phone call away through 
the Farmer Wellness 
Initiative – 1-866-267-6255

ↆ Peggy Brekveld, president, 
Ontario Federation of Agriculture

→ FROM 14

Farm Credit Canada 
(FCC) has created a 

new offering to attract 
and recognize Canadian 
beef producers certified 
to sustainability stan-
dards set by the Canadian 
Roundtable for Sustain-
able Beef (CRSB).

The FCC Sustainability 
Incentive Program will 
provide a payment to 
FCC customers who are 
CRSB Certified through 
CRSB’s Certification 
Bodies including Verified 
Beef Production Plus, 
Where Food Comes From 
Canada, and the Ontario 
Corn Fed Beef Quality 
Assurance Program, the 
organization said in a 
release.

“Canadian produc-
ers are already expert 
stewards of the land and 
livestock, and the beef 
sector has been a leader 
in demonstrating their 
sustainable practices 
through the CRSB,” 
said Todd Klink, FCC’s 
vice-president of market-
ing. “We are pleased to 
work with the CRSB to 
recognize FCC custom-

FCC supports beef 
sustainability program

→ FCC 16

ers who have already 
achieved their certifica-
tion and to encourage 
additional producers to 
become certified.”

The payment to 
customers, made by FCC, 
will be calculated as a 
portion of their lending 
with FCC to a maxi-
mum of $2,000 per year. 
Certified producers are 
welcome to re-apply for 
the incentive payment 
each year for the life of 
the FCC Sustainability 
Incentive Program.

 “The Canadian Round-
table for Sustainable Beef 
applauds FCC for seeing 
the benefits of CRSB 
Certified beef production 
practices,” said Anne 
Wasko, CRSB chair and 
co-owner of Bar 4 Bar 
Land and Cattle Inc.

“The Canadian beef 
industry is continually 
evolving for the benefit 
of people, animals, and 
our planet. Thanks to 
the sustainable practices 
demonstrated by CRSB 
Certified beef producers, 
we have seen tremen-
dous environmental 

stewardship and a high 
standard of animal care, 
which leads to a thriving 
beef industry today and 
for future generations. 
Sustainable practices will 
help achieve the ambi-
tious long-term goals set 
by the industry,” she said.

The CRSB certification 
program involves an 
on-going audit process 
with its partners to ensure 
operations are meeting 
its sustainability stan-
dards based upon five 
principles, including 
natural resources, people 
and community, animal 
health and welfare, food, 
and efficiency and inno-
vation.

“There is an increasing 
demand from consumers 
for certified assurances of 
sustainably-raised beef,” 
Wasko noted. “Canadian 
farmers and ranchers care 
about the environment, 
and we will continue to do 
what’s right to conserve 
our land and our animals, 
and to meet the needs 
of the present without 
compromising those of 

OFA: There are rising costs beyond farmers’ control that 
can’t simply be passed on due to pre-existing contracts
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80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

Quality 
Drainage 
Systems

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

126 Bonnie Crs., Elmira
www.rytechmachine.ca

SPECIALIZING IN:
• FERTILIZER (Agricultural & Commercial)
• SEED GRAINS & GRASS SEED
• SOYBEANS
• BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS
• SOIL TESTING
• LOCAL FREIGHT

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845

different, and healthier. 
That may be the case, but 
Health Canada certainly 
has some explaining to 
do, considering how it 
butchered dairy products 
with the latest food guide, 
released a few years ago. 

The lack of consistency 
is mind-blowing.

Beef and pork do exceed 
thresholds set by Health 
Canada – when prod-
ucts are raw, not cooked. 
However, few people will 
eat these products raw. 
When cooked, saturated 
fat levels are normally 
below the Health Canada 
threshold.

What’s critical here 
is protein affordability. 
While retail prices for beef 
and pork specialty cuts 
have skyrocketed in recent 
years, ground beef and 

pork have been relatively 
affordable. Almost 50 per 
cent of beef consumed in 
Canada is ground beef. 
Still, Health Canada 
intends to slap warning 
labels on these products 
consumed by more than 
90 per cent of Canadians 
just as our food inflation 
rate hits about 10 per cent.

Discriminating against 
these two products despite 
other exemptions is likely 
driven by elitist nutri-
tional ideologies fostered 
by some out-of-touch 
bureaucrats. It often feels 
as though the federal 
government wants to save 
consumers from them-
selves. Such a theoretical 
narrative might go over 
well in Ottawa, but not so 
much at the average Cana-
dian kitchen table.

The beef and pork 

industries are not only 
important to our econ-
omy, they are also part of 
many Canadian traditions 
and are embedded in our 
culinary DNA. As we try 
to figure out how to lead 
healthier lifestyles, warn-
ing Canadians that these 
unprocessed food staples 
are now dangerous to 
their health doesn’t make 
sense. Dietary recommen-
dations, like most things, 
should be applied in 
moderation.

Canada will become one 
of the first countries in the 
world to have a front-of-
package policy targeting 
single-ingredient prod-
ucts. Many other countries 
with this type of labelling 
haven’t required single-in-
gredient products to have 
warning labels.

At the core of the policy 

→ FROM 14

the future.”
“FCC already has lend-

ing solutions to support 
our customers’ sustain-
able practices. Launching 
this program with the 
CRSB is another way to 
support the industry on 
its sustainability journey,” 
said Klink. “While collab-
orating with the CRSB on 
this program is the first 
partnership of this kind, 
FCC has the intention 
of building incentive 
programs for other sectors 
in the future.”

ↆ A Crown corporation, FCC is 
Canada’s leading agriculture and 
food lender, with a portfolio of 
more than $44 billion.

The Canadian Roundtable 
for Sustainable Beef (CRSB) 
advances Canadian beef 
industry sustainability through 
multi-stakeholder engagement, 
collaboration, communication, 
and science. The CRSB’s Certified 
Sustainable Beef Framework, 
known as CRSB Certified, is a 
voluntary, third party-audited 
sustainability certification 
program that recognizes 
sustainable practices in beef 
production and processing and 
enables sustainable sourcing, 
delivering credible, science-
based assurances for consumers 
about sustainable beef 
production in Canada. Learn more 
at crsb.ca.

is the intent to help 
consumers make better, 
healthier choices at the 
grocery store, particularly 
when processed foods 
are involved. Requiring 
ground beef and pork to 
be labelled suggests that 
the spirit of the policy got 
lost despite the several 
meetings Health Canada 
had with stakeholders.

Health Canada is 
purposefully aiming at 
two very important food 
staples that Canadians 
have been consuming for 
centuries. It makes no 
sense. These products 
need to be exempt from 
new front-of-package 
labelling rules.

ↆ Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is 
senior director of the agri-food 
analytics lab and a professor in 
food distribution and policy at 
Dalhousie University.

A PAF Safety Day features mix-and-match learning stations, 
including safe animal handling Submitted 

Safety Day program works to reach 
children in schools and communities
The Canadian Agricul-

tural Safety Asso-
ciation, the Canadian 
partner of the Progressive 
Agriculture Founda-
tion (PAF) Safety Day 
program, is now accept-
ing applications for coor-
dinators interested in 
hosting a community- or 
school-based safety day 
in 2023. The application 
deadline is July 15.

The Progressive 
Agriculture Safety 
Day program typically 
consists of age-appro-
priate safety and health 
activities that help chil-
dren learn how to be safe 
on the farm, ranch, and 
at home, the organization 
notes in a release.

A PAF Safety Day 
features mix-and-match 
learning stations cover-
ing topics based on the 
needs of each commu-
nity, including sun safety, 
recognizing and avoiding 
chemical exposure, safe 
animal handling, and the 
like. Participants rotate 
among different safety 
and health stations, 
allowing each child the 
opportunity to partici-
pate in interactive and 
engaging activities.

“CASA is proud to work 
alongside the Progressive 
Agriculture Founda-
tion, in order to provide 
dynamic and important 
information to keep kids 
safe”, says Andrea Lear, 
CASA’s CEO. “The last few 
years have been chal-
lenging when it comes to 
in-person events. CASA 
encourages all those 
interested in hosting a 
safety day to apply so that 
more children can learn 

about safety and health 
issues.”

New for the 2022-
2023 academic year, 
the PAF Safety Day 
program unveiled the 
classroom-based deliv-
ery mode primarily 
designed for elementary 
school-age children and 
geared toward an aver-
age classroom size of 25. 
This delivery mode spans 
over several days, weeks 
or even months without 
ever needing to leave the 
classroom setting. This 

new offering will not 
replace the well-estab-
lished community- or 
school-based PAF Safety 
Day program, but rather 
aims to remove barriers 
that may have limited 
previous participation 
and allows for more 
children to be reached 
with safety and health 
education.

“The Progressive 
Agriculture Foundation 
is grateful for our long-
standing partnership 
with CASA to provide crit-

ical, potentially lifesaving 
safety and health educa-
tion to children through-
out Canada,” said Brian 
Kuhl, president and CEO 
of the Progressive Agri-
culture Foundation. “The 
partnership between 
CASA and the Foundation 
is one that exemplifies 
our mission and ongoing 
commitment to continue 
making the Progressive 
Agriculture Safety Day 
program more accessible 
to youth and communi-
ties to help keep the next 
generation of agriculture 
safe and healthy.”

Communities that 
would like to host a 
PAF Safety Day in 2023, 
including the class-
room-based delivery 
mode, can apply online 
at www.casa-acsa.ca/
programs/safety-days-
for-children/ or call CASA 
at 877-452-2272. The 
deadline for returning 
PAF Safety Day Coordi-
nators to apply is July 
15. All new individuals 
must apply and complete 
training at least 45 days 
prior to the date of their 
anticipated PAF Safety 
Day. The annual PAF 
Safety Day coordinator 
training is available in 
both official languages.

ↆ The Canadian Agricultural 
Safety Association is a national, 
non-profit organization 
dedicated to improving the 
health and safety of farmers, 
their families and agricultural 
workers. CASA is funded in 
part through the Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership, a 
federal, provincial and territorial 
initiative and receives additional 
support from the agricultural 
and corporate sectors. For more 
information, visit www.casa-
acsa.ca, find us on Facebook or 
LinkedIn or follow us on Twitter 
@planfarmsafety

→ FROM 15

LABELS: Bureaucrats appear to be trying to save consumers from themselves

FCC: Program is another way for the 
agency to support sustainability



AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

THE OBSERVER | Thursday, June 23, 2022 | 17

Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

ArtsArts To mark the 10th season of the Meighen 
Forum, the Stratford Festival will offer more 
than 160 events in the 2022 season, including 
the Celebrated Speakers series, which begins 
on July 8 with Nigerian playwright Wole 
Soyinka. The series also features Ann-Marie 
MacDonald, Tomson Highway, Adam Gopnik, 
Bev Sellars, Ray Dalio and Salman Rushdie.  
www.stratfordfestival.ca

With the Hillside Festival going alive again 
this summer, the organization is looking for 
volunteers. Some 1,200 typically contribute 
each year, doing everything from welcoming 
patrons to washing reusable dishes; from 
operating sustainable Trash Turnarounds to 
decorating and beautifying the site. Apply by 
June 30: volunteermanager@hillsidefestival.
ca or 519-525-5653.

In good voice in Stratford Hillside seeks volunteers

Sponsors:

Join us every Sunday from 7pm - 9pm 
this summer for live country and 
bluegrass music in Elmira’s parks. 

Free

Gibson Park, Elmira  — Bring your lawn chairs.

Sunday, June 26

Naomi Bristow

Find timely updates: facebook.com/elmirasundayconcerts Pass the hat freewill offering to support musicians

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

THE FORK IN THE 
ROAD Music Festival is 
happening for the fifth 
time this weekend, and 
this year proceeds will 
go toward making nature 
permanently accessible in 
Woolwich Township and 
Wellington County.

Two groups, Save 
Middlebrook Bridge and 
Green Lanes, are working 
together to form a new 
fund. The fund will be a 
way for citizens to pool 
their resources to buy 
and steward land, so that 
people can travel through 
and connect to nature in 
perpetuity. They’re calling 
it the ‘Make Nature Acces-
sible Fund.’

This all started when the 
organizers of the festi-
val, Nancy Harper and 
Brendon “Doog” Farquhar, 
approached the people 
running Save Middlebrook 
Bridge and Green Lanes 
to see if they wanted to be 

Stephanie Lines-Toohill and Mark Walker are advocates with Save Middlebrook Bridge campaign, which will be getting support from 
this year’s Fork in the Road Music Festival. Lines-Toohill and Walker argue the bridge provides access to green space and valuable infra-
structure for cyclists and hikers to travel safely through the countryside. They are teaming up with Green Lanes, a cycling infrastructure 
advocacy group, to start the “Make Nature Accessible Fund,” a community land trust to purchase greenspace to keep it permanently 
publicly accessible Leah Gerber

Event is music to the ears of bridge advocates
This year’s Fork in the Road Music 
Festival in Elora will see some of the 
proceeds go towards establishing
a “Make Nature Accessible Fund”

recipients of the proceeds, 
along with Save our Water, 
another advocacy group in 
Elora.

Since neither Green 
Lanes or Save Middle-
brook Bridge are able to 
receive donations yet, 
organizers decided to 
work together to form this 
new fund.

“These are very early 
stages for the Making 
Nature Accessible Fund 
and we are currently 
liaising with Centre 
Wellington Community 
Foundation to hold the 
funds as we grow,” said 
Stephanie Lines-Toohill in 
an email to The Observer.

Lines-Toohill is a founder 
of the Save Middlebrook 
Bridge organization, a 
community group advocat-
ing to stop the dismantling 
of the bridge crossing the 
Grand River on Township 
Road 60, just off of Middle-
brook Road.

Green Lanes is a 
community organization 
dedicated to increas-

ing safe, green cycling 
infrastructure in Centre 
Wellington.

The Fork in the Road 
music festival is a mom 

and pop operation taking 
place on the property 
owned by Harper and 
Farquhar. “Green Lanes 
and Save Middlebrook 
Bridge are both run by 
friends of ours. And we like 
what they do, and we like 
what they stand for. And 
we just thought it would be 
fun to try,” said Harper.

Organizers of Save 
Middlebrook Bridge and 
Green Lanes saw the offer 
of support from Harper and 
Farquhar as an opportu-
nity to start the process 
of acquiring land for the 
community, by the commu-
nity: effectively a land trust.

The land trust will be 
used to purchase and 
steward land that can be 
used by citizens to connect 
to and travel through 

greenspaces and rivers, 
and save these spaces from 
future development.

Lines-Toohill says she 
believes local government 
is not prioritizing or acquir-
ing more green space. 
“Therefore, as citizens, we 
have to do this,” she said. 
“We’d like people to think 
of our initiatives as collab-
orative investments in the 
health of our communities. 
Saving green spaces with 
access to nature for all 
citizens is an action of hope 
for today and for future 
generations.” 

The Fork in the Road 
music festival will take 
place Saturday (June 
25) from 4-11 p.m., with 
a bonfire to follow. This 
year’s lineup features The 
99 Percents, The Shawn 

Connerys and Larry’s Myth.
The suggested donation 

amount to enter is $30, 
and barbecue food and 
drinks will also be avail-
able by donation.

“We’re hoping for 
several hundred. We’ve 
had several hundred down 
here in the past, so we’ll 
be happy if we get a good 
turnout,” said Harper.

Harper said she is 
looking forward to seeing 
friends new and old again, 
and hopes many people 
will come.

“Come on down. Let’s 
get together and we’ll have 
a good time and dance and 
have a few laughs.”

The pair is hosting the 
event at their rural prop-
erty, 6460 Wellington Rd. 
7, Elora.
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated general laborer. 
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general 
clean up. Early morning starts.

Competitive wage.

Lorentz Farms Ltd.
Day and night shift mill operators 

/general labourer needed. 
 

Some equipment operation required.  
Call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

SEASONAL
HELP WANTED

PART TIME COOK with a passion for 
food and the culinary industry. Our ideal 
candidate will have strong organizational 

and time management skills. 
Experience in Canadian Cuisine, 

especially homestyle meals. 

Vaccination not required.

Resumes accepted by email: 
adminassistant@stjacobsplace.ca 

or in person at 10 Water Street, St Jacobs.

We’re Hiring!

Flash Freight Systems looking for an energetic and friendly 
WAREHOUSE CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE. 
Our strong team and committed clients have continued to 
enable us to grow our team, even in these uncertain times. 

The successful applicant will manage existing customer 
orders and inventory management for our warehouse 
as well as assist in the implementation and monitoring 
of quality control systems to ensure product safety. 
Attention to detail and experience with the Microsoft 
Office suite of products are key elements of this position 
which is based at our Ariss location. 

Contact: hr@flashfreight.ca or 519-821-8878 x 411 

Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Installer
to join our team. In this position you would be working with 

one of our install teams installing high quality custom kitchens 
and stairs. In this position you would be reporting 

to our  Install manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet install experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic 
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. Thank you.

     PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Requires a

TEMPORARY LABOURER
Deadline to Submit Resume

Thursday June 30 2022

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

Please visit: 

www.wellesley.ca 
for job description requirements

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd. is located 20 minutes 
North of Waterloo. Our facilities are HACCP accredit-
ed with state of the art, modern mill equipment. Within 
these facilities, our processes are computer controlled 
with customized software. Our highly trained team 
produces feed 24 hours a day, 6 days per week.

The successful candidate will be a hard-working, 
responsible individual with excellent attention to detail 
and strong organizational skills.

The hourly starting rate is $21.50/hr plus night shift 
premium (with 2-year progression plan to $26.75/hr), 
plus employer paid health and dental benefits and 
company RRSP package.

Shift:
Week 1: Sunday - Wednesday 7pm-7am
Week 2: Monday -Tuesday 7am-7pm,
              Thursday -Friday 7pm-7am

Production – Feed Mill Mixer
Full Time

If you are interested, please submit 
your resume to careers@wfs.ca.

We are committed to diversity and inclusion 
and thank all applicants in advance.  

Accommodations are available during all 
stages of the recruitment process.

Help Wanted

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Help Wanted
MINI -VAN DRIVER 
NEEDED-PART/TIME 
suitable for retired 
person. Driving for 
mennonite communi-
ties - country drives, 
Dave-519-574-1489. 

For Sale
LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haff-
n e r  T r u c k i n g , 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

See page 19 for more Word Ads, 
Help Wanted, and Aucitons

For Sale
OVEN READY CHICK-
ENS. $2.50/LB, ABOUT 
7 lbs each. 10 or more 
will sell at $2.00/lb. 
519-669-0991.
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   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

Your Complete Source for Landscaping & Lawn Care
 Landscape Build
 Interlocking Stone
 Retaining Walls & Steps
Water Features 
 Back Hoe & Skid Steer 

Services
 Sodding & Seeding 

 Planting, Pruning & 
Mulching 

 Rolling & Aerating 
 Over Seeding 
 Fertilizing 
Weed Management 
 Chinchbug Control 

Get your
FREE

quote now!

10%
OFF

Prepayment  
Discounts for 

Lawn Care

 Grub Control 
 Sod Webworm Control 

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-4

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

Martin’s Nursery 
Hydrangea Shrubs & Trees
Shade & Flowering Trees 
Large selection of fruit trees
(fruit bearing age)
Hedging & Windbreaks
Spruce, Pine, Cedars
Shrubs, Grasses 
& much 
more! 

HONEY FOR SALE 
BEE Supplies Etc. 

We sell a complete line 
of Bee Supplies; including 

Extracting Equipment, jars, 
pails, Varroa mite treatments 

and Bees, Nucs, Queens.

C/O EMANUEL E.M. MARTIN 
42661 Orangehill Road, RR#1, Wroxeter, ON
1 Concession North of Wroxeter on Belmore Line

Mon. – Sat. 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

ORHBS Select Queens (Weekly) 

ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

Woods, Clemens, Fletcher & Cronin
Professional Corporation

EXPERIENCED LEGAL ASSISTANT/ CLERK
We looking for an experienced real estate legal assistant or law 
clerk to join the team at our Elmira of�ce. We are willing to train a 
university graduate who has an interest in the law, enjoys working 
in a fast paced of�ce environment and is up for a challenge!

ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT / RECEPTIONIST 
We are looking for a reliable full time receptionist/ administration 
assistant to join the team at our Elmira of�ce. The position requires 
ef�ciency, team work and attention to detail. The receptionist is 
primarily responsible for answering and directing calls, greeting 
clients, booking appointments, �ling and other administrative duties. 

Interested candidates should reply by July 7, 2022 with resume 
and cover letter to: kerry@woodsclemens.ca

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
Jacob Auctions Ltd. 

519-348-9896

ON LINE 
AUCTION

Truck, tractor, toys, farm literature, antiques & 
collectibles, furniture, good tools, quilts, and 

more.  Auction begins to close

MONDAY, JUNE 28TH @ 5:00 P.M.
HIGHLIGHTS:  2018 Ford F150 pickup, MF 
302 Industrial Tractor, good woodworking 
and other tools, Peter Etril Snyder original.  
Signed Chandler’s, ornate flat wall cupboard 
& other furniture, toy tractor trailers, country 
collectibles, plus more. Pickup Tuesday, 
June 29th, 9 to 5pm and Wednesday June 
30th, 9 to 12 noon (furniture to be picked 
up July 29th – Bring help). Pickup at the 
Gerber farm location, 2827 Hutchison Rd. 
north of Crosshill on the gravel road. See full 
catalogue at jacobauctions.hibid.com   

3865 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-7575

VILLAGE
HOME
HARDWARE

www.homehardware.ca

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across 
Canada. Because it’s something 
we can do today to help others 
wake up healthier tomorrow.

The Next Linwood Clinic: 
at Linwood Community Centre
Friday, July 1, 2022
2 – 6 pm 

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter

1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

Stratford  
500 Wright Blvd
519-271-2111 or 
1-877-699-0601

Listowel
515 Maitland Ave. S
519-291-3276 

Visit southwestvets.ca

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing.
If you are feeling unwell or have 
come in contact with someone 

who has tested positive for 
COVID-19, please reschedule

ↆ L I N W O O D  B L O O D  D O N O R

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

Auction

Help Wanted

For Sale
TREES & SHRUBS FOR 
SALE. SHADE TREES; 
apple, pear, peach, 
plum, cherry, apricot, 
nectarines; blue-
berries, aroniaberry, 
grapes, rhubarb, 
raspberries, etc; blue 
spruce, white spruce, 
Norway spruce & lots 
of nice cedars to make 
green fence hedges & 
windbreaks. Range 1-6 
feet tall. Now is a good 
time to plant! Excellent 
quality plants. Stop 
in Monday to Satur-
day, 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. at 
Martin's Nursery, c/o 
Emanuel E.M. Martin, 
42661 Orangehill Rd., 
Wroxeter Ont. N0G 
2X0. (1 km north of 
Wroxeter on Belmore 
Line).

Farm 
Equipment

WANTED - 28X46 
M C C O R M I C K 
thrashing machine 
with straw cutter. 
International ground 
drive grain binder. 
Phone  even ings 
905-983-9331.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George Haff-
ner Trucking 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

Wanted
BUYING ALL POCKET 
OR WRIST WATCHES 
, working or not. 
Omega I.W.C. Bretling, 
Rolex, Tudor, Patek, 
Universal, Hamilton, 
Ball, Howard etc, 
especially interested 
in vintage, gold & silver 
jewellery all coins & 
bank notes, all group 
of 7 paintings, scrap 
gold & sliver toys, mili-
tary items. Call Terry 
@ 242-6900 or galla-
more@golden.net, fair 
honest prices. Confi-
dentiality assured. 
Have mask, will travel.

Word Ads and Help Wanted 
continued from page 18

SERVICE DIRECTORY CONTINUES ON PAGE 20

Trades & 
Services

C U S T O M  L AW N 
OVERSEEDING AND 
lawn seeding. Call 
519-503-5641..

Coming 
Events

SUMMER KARATE 
D A Y  C A M P S ! 
S C H W E I T Z E R ' S 
MARTIAL ARTS Karate 
Drills & Skills Camp: 
JULY 4 Self-defense 
& Sparring Camp: 
AUG. 2 BEGINNERS 
WELCOME! AGES 4 
TO ADULT Taught 
by Renshi Becky 
Schweitzer, 4th Degree 
Black Belt and 12X 
World Karate Cham-
pion Location St. Peters 
Lutheran Church - 
2925 Lobsinger Line, 
Heidelberg Full day 
camp only $59.99+HST 
each Half day camp 
only $49.99+HST 
each Includes a 
pizza lunch Call 
519-580-1418 or e-mail 
becky_schweitzer@
hotmail.com Visit 
www.schweitzersmar-
tialarts.com for more 
info.

Post an ad. Pay for it. 
Make your next hire.
Hire local with the power of print and online.
Book a print job listing: 519-669-5790 ext104

jobs.observerxtra.com

Word Ads continue on page 23
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

BOOKING FOR 2022

(ELMIRA)

SERVICE DIRECTORY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19
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 ↆ R E A L  E S A T E

From a young age I’ve always been interested in a career in real estate. 
Having two parents as entrepreneurs, my dad being a business owner of a 
local beef and chicken operation and my mom who started a café business. 
I couldn’t help but follow suit to become an entrepreneur myself. Having a 
farming background and seeing land being bought and sold furthered my 
interest. I then decided to pursue a career in real estate sales because I have 
a strong passion for helping people fi nd their dream property. I accomplish 
this by working effi ciently and creating strong connections with my clients to 
put their needs and wants of a home above all else.

I look forward to meeting you, to helping you succeed your real estate goals 
and to guide you every step of the way to make your dreams reality.

 Jenna services Elmira, Kitchener - Waterloo, 
Wellington and the surrounding areas.

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD, BROKERAGE 
WELCOMES JENNA MARTIN A LOCAL IN 

THE ELMIRA COMMUNITY.

Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Direct: 519-760-2265
Jennamartinrealestate@gmail.com

Sales Representative

BROKERAGE
BRAD MARTIN

Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

NEW LISTING

22 Meadowlark Rd., Elmira

All brick bungalow w/4 bdrms on the main fl r. Central location to schools & 
park. 1655 sq. ft.  Main fl r laundry. Updated bathrooms. Country style eat-in 
kitchen. Large fi nished rec rm w/gas F.P. Potential of fi nishing more bsmt 
space. 3 pce bathroom downstairs. Replacement windows/furnace & C/Air. 
Private yard with stamped concrete patio at rear. Garden doors from master 
bdrm to patio area.  MLS $899,900.00

114 Maple St., Drayton

Nearly new Semi-detached w/double ga-
rage! 1,759 sq. ft.  Open concept main 
fl r with kitchen, dining & living space. 
Lovely cabinetry w/granite counters & 
island, laminate fl ooring, 2 pc bath & 9’ 
ceilings on main fl r.  2nd fl r has spacious 
upper family room, 3 bdrms, 4 pc bath 
& laundry closet. Master bdrm with 3 pc 
ensuite & large closet. Unspoiled bsmt 
with rough-in for 2 pc bath. Numerous 
upgrades at time of building. Backs onto 
farmland.  MLS $704,900.00  

17 Maple St., Drayton

Stunning 2-storey in family friendly 
subdivision. 1838 sq. ft.  Numerous 
updates since new, including quartz 
counter tops, fl ooring, furnace & air, 
roof shingles, garage doors, painting 
& decorating. Eat-in kitchen w/island, 
formal dining room & great rm with 
cathedral ceiling. 3 bdrms. Master suite 
w/walk-in closet & 4 pc. ensuite.  Mn 
fl r 2 pc. Unspoiled basement. Sauna. 
Concrete driveway. Beautiful park like 
landscaping!   MLS $799,900.00

137 Park Ave. W., Elmira

Bungalow townhome freehold owner-
ship. Ideal for retiree’s. 2 bdrms. Open 
concept kitchen/dining area & living 
room w/gas F.P. Walkout to covered 
deck. Large master bdrm w/ensuite & 
walk-in closet. Main fl r laundry. Fin-
ished rec rm w/gas F.P. & full bathroom. 
1.5 car garage. New MLS $699,900.00

Offi  ce: 519-669-2772
Brad Direct: 519-741-6231 |  Jenna Direct: 519-760-2265 

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com JENNA MARTIN
Sales Representative

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Emily Minielly

519-504-6247
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

$599,000$599,000
MILLBANK - You will love all that this home has to offer in the quaint 
town of Millbank.  You will immediately feel at home when you walk 
into this charming 1.5 story home with 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms and a 
bonus room at back, which could be a playroom, additional bedroom, 
office or gym!  This property has been lovingly updated over the years 
with new windows, (2009), convenient eat in kitchen (2010), water 
heater (2017) and furnace (2020)!  Not to mention the insulated 
detached shop with loft, perfect for all of your hobbies and storage 
needs.  You will not want to miss out all that this 75 x 123 foot property 
has to offer.

COMING SOON 
TO ELMIRA

suefrom17@gmail.com

COMING SOON 
TO MILLBANK

emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.comemilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com

COMING SOON 
TO TEVIOTDALE

RE/MAX Solid 
Gold Realty (II)
Ltd Brokerage
Leon Martin
Broker
OFFICE: (519) 669-5426
Text/Cell: (519) 503-2753
leonmartin@remax.net
3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
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K E Y B O A R D

Solutions for this week's puzzles.

 HARD

 EASY

newsmart.ca

The store for newspaper readers.

newsmart.ca

Visit our online store to 
discover exclusive Observer 
products. Every product 
purchase supports local 
news coverage

The store for newspaper readers.

news coveragenews coverage

The store for newspaper readers.

purchase supports local 
news coverage

The store for newspaper readers.

news coveragenews coverage

Make a positive 
local statement 
everytime you 
put one on.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

TUESDAY, July 12, 2022 at 4:30 P.M.
Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96 take notice that the 
Committee of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will meet for the purpose of hearing all 
persons interested in support of or opposition to any of the following applications as described below.

Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offi ces will 
not be permitted. Below is information on how you can submit comments, view or participate in the 
meeting. You may also contact the Committee Secretary by sending an email to planning@woolwich.ca  
or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have any questions.

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATIONS
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 15/2022 – Amos and Louisa Martin, 1769 – 1775 Listowel Road

ZONE / USE:  Agricultural / single detached dwelling, livestock barn, sheds and a metal works shop

PROPOSAL:  The applicant is proposing to construct a 421 square metre addition to the existing 
metal works shop and is requesting relief from Section 6.22.5 of the On-Farm Diversifi ed Use 
regulations to reduce the required setback between the adjacent residential use at 4175 Steffl er 
Road and the metal works shop / area of operation from 150 metres to approximately 135 
metres.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 16/2022 – Ian Martin, 2912 Arthur Street North

ZONE / USE:  Agricultural / single detached dwelling and detached garage

PROPOSAL:  The applicant is proposing to construct a 116 square metre agricultural shed /barn on 
the 0.4 ha property and is requesting relief from Section 7.4, to recognize a reduced lot frontage of 27 
metres whereas 30 metres is required.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 17/2022 – Habib Mohammadi, 1343 King Street North, St. Jacobs

ZONE / USE:  Residential Medium Density (R-3) / residential building containing 4 apartment units 
(Minor Variance A 41/99)

PROPOSAL:  The applicant is proposing to convert an existing storage area attached to the 
residential building into a 48 square metre apartment unit and is requesting the following:

• to expand the legal non-conforming use of an apartment building from four apartment units to 
fi ve apartment units; and

• to permit the fi fth apartment unit to have a total fl oor area of 48 square metres whereas 50 
square metres is required.

The property received Minor Variance approval in 1999 to recognize the existing four apartment 
units and to allow two of the existing units to have reduced fl oor areas of 29.9 and 27.5 square 
metres.  The property is located at the corner of King Street North and Princess Street West.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 18/2022 – Richard and Sharon Cressman, 45 Oriole Parkway 
West, Elmira

ZONE / USE:  Residential One Unit Low Density (R-2) / single detached dwelling and three accessory 
sheds

PROPOSAL:  The applicant is proposing to construct a new Accessory Dwelling Unit as a separate 
accessory building and is requesting the following:

• Accessory Buildings Section 6.4.2 c) to increase the building height for a new accessory building 
from 4.5 metres to approximately 4.65 metres;

• Accessory Dwelling Units Section 6.4.7 Maximum Floor Area (i) to increase the maximum fl oor 
area from 95 square metres to approximately 178 square metres, consisting of a main fl oor of 
approximately 91 square metres and a full basement of approximately 87 square metres fl oor 
area with a basement height of approximately 2.6 metres; and 

• Accessory Building Section 6.4.4 to increase the maximum lot coverage for all accessory 
buildings from 70 square metres to approximately 128 squares which includes the proposed 91 
square metre Accessory Dwelling Unit and two of the existing sheds which total approximately 
37 square metres in area.  The third shed is proposed to be demolished.

CONSENT APPLICATION B17/2022 – 2359555 Ontario Inc., 63 Union Street, Elmira

ZONE / USE:  General Industrial Urban (M-2) / industrial building

PROPOSAL:  The applicant is requesting permission to extend an access easement / right of way on 
the property at 63 Union Street in favour of the adjacent lands at 67 Union Street. The proposed 
easement measures approximately 17 metres wide by 48 metres in depth and will be located at 
the rear of the property as an extension of an existing access easement for the purpose of truck 
turning. The property at 67 Union Street is proposing to construct a warehouse addition to the 
rear of the existing industrial building.

CONSENT APPLICATIONS B 18/2022 and B 19/2022 – 2865062 Ontario Inc., 1381 King Street North, 
St. Jacobs

ZONE / USE:  Core Commercial – Urban (C-1) portion of property fronting King Street North 
containing the existing commercial building and Residential Medium Density (R-3) rear of 
property fronting on Queensway Drive

PROPOSAL:  The applicant is proposing to create two new residential lots for the purpose of 
constructing a semi-detached dwelling, and is requesting the following:

• to sever two parcels of land each measuring approximately 10 by 27 metres, and each being 
approximately 281 square metres in area, from the rear of 1381 King Street North for the purpose 
of creating two new residential lots on full municipal services.

The proposed severed lands are zoned R-3 and will front onto Queensway Drive.  The proposed retained 
lands are zoned C-1, will measure approximately 20 by 52 metres, being approximately 1,061 square 
metres in area, and contain the existing commercial building.

CONSENT APPLICATION B 20/2022 – Syrier Holdings Inc., 354 Arthur Street South, Elmira

ZONE / USE:  Residential One Unit Low Density (R-2) portion of property fronting on Arthur Street 
South containing a single detached dwelling and Agricultural (A) for the balance of the lands 
containing an accessory shed

PROPOSAL:  The applicant is requesting permission to sever an irregular shaped 5.8 hectare parcel 
of land from the rear of 354 Arthur Street South and convey it as a lot addition to the adjacent 
lands located at 1065 Listowel Road (Birdland Developments Inc.).  The proposed severed lands 
are zoned Agricultural.  The proposed retained lands at 354 Arthur Street South are zoned R-2 
containing the single detached dwelling and will have approximately 36 metres frontage on 
Arthur Street South and approximately 0.2 ha in area.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the meeting as 
follows:

• view the Committee of Adjustment livestream on the Woolwich Township YouTube channel  at the 
following link  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ  OR

• participate by registering with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 noon on Wednesday July 6th.
To register please email planning@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6040. When registering you 
must provide your name, phone number, email and the application number you would like to 
comment on.  Once you are registered the Committee Secretary will forward information on how 
to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen and have 
the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the Committee Secretary (see 
above information). You will not be required to speak if you do not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we know which 
application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time to comment if you 
wish to do so. As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of security that is necessary to prevent 
unwanted guests from disrupting the meeting.  Applicants and their consultants will be automatically 
registered and contacted accordingly by the Committee Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS
If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend that you do so by:

• submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township offi ce at 24 Church Street West, 
Elmira and placing it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of the building; or

• submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca 

You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6033 to discuss any comments / concerns 
however, this is not considered a formal comment. 

The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications. All submissions must be 
made no later than 4:30 p.m. on Monday July 4th (Note that this date is before the meeting). Any 
submissions received will be included in a comment package and presented at the meeting.  This 
information is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the 
general public at the Committee of Adjustment hearing.  Please note that while the Committee may 
redact some personal information such as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions 
will otherwise be made public in their entirety.

This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property located within 60 metres 
(200 feet) of the subject properties.  If you wish to be notifi ed of any last minute changes to the agenda 
(i.e. withdrawal of an application) you must contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 
1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca.

Notice of Decision:  Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will be sent to owners, 
agents, those who submit written comments, and people who register for the meeting. If you wish to 
be notifi ed of the decision of the Committee of Adjustment in respect to this application, you must 
submit a written request to the Committee Secretary or register ahead of the meeting. This will also 
entitle you to be advised of a possible Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.

Appeal of Minor Variance and Consent Applications: Anyone in opposition to a decision may appeal the 
decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal. The Tribunal may dismiss an appeal without holding 
a hearing if the appellant did not make oral or written submissions to the Committee of Adjustment 
before a decision was given or does not provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to make a 
submission to the Committee.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you should you have any 
questions. Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by 
email to planning@woolwich.ca 
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In Memoriam

Death Notice
HARTWICK, JOAN 
MARIE - Went to 
be with the Lord 
on Friday, June 17, 
2022 at St. Mary's 
Hospital at the age 
of 87.

REIST, LENA - 
Passed away after 
a brief illness on 
Friday, June 17, 
2022 at Grand River 
Hospital, Lena Reist 
of Elmira District 
Community Living, 
age 65.

Reist, Lena
Passed away after a brief illness on 
Friday, June 17, 2022 at Grand River 
Hospital, Lena Reist of Elmira District 
Community Living, age 65. Sister of 
Elsie and Aden Bowman of RR 4, 
Listowel, and Elmer and Susan of  
St. Jacobs. Survived by nine nephews, 
five nieces, as well as numerous great-
nieces and nephews. Predeceased 
by her parents Owen and Mary Ann 
(Eby) Reist. Visitation was held on 
Sunday, June 19, 2022 at the home 
of Eli and Orvie Weber on the former 
Reist homestead, 317 Hawkesville Rd.,  
St. Jacobs from 2-5:30 and 6:30-8:30 
p.m. Family service took place on 
Monday, June 20, 2022 at 9 a.m. at 
the family home then to Conestoga 
Mennonite Meeting House for burial 
and further service. A special thank 
you to all the staff at Elmira District 
Community Living for their excellent 
care of Lena. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Paul Douglas Kalbfleisch  
(1941- 2022)

It is with great sadness that we announce the sudden passing 
of Paul on June 14, 2022. Beloved husband of Sandy for 57 
years; Dad to Jill (Greg Barber); Robin (Tim Rowley) and 
Chris (Elisabeth Rudin); and Papa to Sydney, Curtis, Cameron 
and William Barber, Ella, Margot and Simone Rowley, and 
Samantha and Fiona Kalbfleisch. He will be dearly missed 
by his brother Peter (Jennie), and many nieces and nephews. 
Paul loved to tell jokes, and share stories with friends, family 
and neighbours. He was devoted to his family, his community 
and his church (St. Matthews Lutheran in Kitchener). Paul 
was born and raised in Kitchener, attending J.F. Carmichael 
elementary school and Kitchener Collegiate Institute, and 
graduating from Waterloo Lutheran College (Wilfrid Laurier 
University) in 1965 and Althouse College of Education at 
the University of Western Ontario in 1966. Paul was actively 
involved in the YMCA, working with youth. These early 
years at the “Y” set him up perfectly for his teaching career. 
Upon graduating from university, Paul went straight to work 
teaching Math and Phys Ed at Elmira District Secondary 
School (EDSS) where he remained as a teacher, then 
Student Activities Director, and guidance counsellor for 
more than 30 years. He loved his work and the close-knit 
Elmira community. And they loved him back — Paul is still 
remembered fondly at the school and in the community 
for his sense of humour, kindness and dedication to the 
EDSS Lancers. When Paul won the Stewart Award in 1992 for 
excellence in teaching, colleagues remarked, “Students want 
to be successful and work hard, because they continually see 
Paul enthusiastically working and achieving. He is a mentor 
to all who seek success.” In 1997, Paul retired from teaching 
and immediately embarked on another successful career 
selling spirit wear, creating the PK sportswear label which 
continues to be a thriving business run by his successor, 
Jeremy Weber, a former student at EDSS. Paul loved a road 
trip, running the gamut from short drives to the country to 
winter trips to South Carolina, Florida and Mexico, as well 
as several memorable European adventures, always with 
Sandy as his reliable navigator. He maintained his YMCA 
connection, playing squash and exercising regularly right 
up until the week of his passing. Despite Covid, the family is 
grateful to have been able to celebrate Paul’s 80th birthday 
in person last August, as well as gathering recently in May 
to mark a handful of family birthdays, and Paul and Sandy’s 
57th wedding anniversary. Paul always had a smile on his 
face. He was joyful, enjoyed the simple pleasures of a good 
book, a home cooked meal and watching his favourite teams 
— the Raptors, the Jays and the Kitchener Rangers. Paul got 
energy from being around people and was the bright light in 
his family. He will be deeply missed. Paul’s family received 
relatives and friends from 4-8 p.m.  on Tuesday, June 21, 2022, 
at the Henry Walser Funeral Home, 507 Frederick Street, 
Kitchener, 519-749-8467.  Funeral Service was held in the 
chapel on Wednesday, June 22, 2022 at 10:30 a.m. Reception 
followed. Those wishing to view Paul’s service recording can 
access the link on his memorial page under ‘Photos & Videos’.
In lieu of flowers, donations in Paul’s memory may be made to 
the BC Cancer Foundation ( https://bccancerfoundation.com ), 
Pathways to Education (https://pathwaystoeducation.ca ), 
and Woolwich Community Health Centre - For Ukrainian 
Refugees (https://healthywoolwich.org/woolwich-guest-
house-for-ukrainian-refugees). If desired, donations to these 
organizations may be made at the Henry Walser Funeral 
Home. Visit www.henrywalser.com to view Paul’s memorial.   

 ❖ www.henrywalser.com 

Garner, James Durwood
Best known to us all as Jim, passed 
away peacefully, surrounded by love 
on Saturday, June 18, 2022 at his 
residence; Lanark Heights, Kitchener 
at the age of 96. Predeceased by his 
wife Hazel (nee Totzke) (d. 2009) of 
63 years, his sons, Jeffrey (d.1976), 
Michael(d.1999), and adopted son 
Fred Harman, his sister Gloria 
Hipel (d.2020), and brother Harley 
Garner (d.1999). Cherished uncle 
and godfather of Lynda Frey (Ron) 
and family, and Carole Schwartz and 
family. Survived by his beloved wife 
Bernice Meyer, and her family Judy 
(Paul) and Cheryl (Dave) and their 
families. Jim will be missed by many 
nieces, nephews, extended family 
members and friends. In keeping 
with Jim’s wishes, cremation has 
taken place. Relatives and friends are 
welcome to join the family at 3:00PM, 
on Wednesday, June 22, 2022, Breslau 
Mennonite Cemetery, 226 Woolwich 
Street South, Breslau. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Henry Walser Funeral 
Home, 507 Frederick Street, Kitchener, 
519-749-846. In lieu of flowers, 
donations to Diabetes Canada would 
be appreciated by the family (cards 
available at the funeral home). Visit 
henrywalser.com for Jim’s memorial.

 ❖ www.henrywalser.com 

Obituary Obituary

Obituary

George Parson 

Unforgettable… xo

August 20, 1947- June 21, 2017

Miss you Dad. Love Darlene,  
Mike, Steve & families 

Cheers To 85 Years!

“Gather around the table, where meals 
are shared, grace is said, laughter is 

heard and memories are made.”

Happy Birthday  
Mom/Nana/Dolores Straus! 

Blessings- Love Your Family

Birthday

Birthday

Happy Birthday
Happy 20th Birthday Colin Merlihan. 

Here’s to many more years of  
wonderful experiences 

Love, Mom, Dad, Cassandra, Nicole,  
Dobby, Molly, Mia and Jack

Coming 
Events 

W E L C O M E  T O 
S U M M E R  B I B L E 
School at Calvary 
Conservative Menno-
nite Church. July 4-7 
& 11-13, Kindergarten 
1 to Grade 8, 9 a.m. - 
11:30 a.m. 5064 Arthur 
St. N., Elmira. Contact 
519-638-2128.

Garage Sales
GARAGE SALE - SAT. 
JUNE 25, 7A.M.- 2 
p.m., 28 Burlwood Dr., 
Elmira. Quality kids 
clothing, toys, sports 
equipment and home 
decor.

GARAGE SALE - SAT. 
JUNE 25, 8 - 12. 16 
Bluebird Pl., Elmira. 
6 antique Press Back 
chairs. Accessible 
ramp. Golf bag and 
rangefinder. Curly 
Wil low branches. 
Household treasures

Word Ads 
continued 

from page 19

Observer photographs online 
or in print are all available 
for purchasing a reprint.
ads.observerxtra.com/reprints

FROM PAPER
TO PRINT 5x7

$11 2nd Print 
only 
$5.50

8x10
$15 2nd Print 

only 
$7.50

4x6
$9 2nd Print 

only 
$4.50

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here St. Paul’s University College will change its 
name this fall to United College. Founded 
by the United Church as St. Paul’s United 
College in 1962, the college and the church 
agreed to end their affiliation two decades 
ago. At that point, the institution became 
St. Paul’s University College. The board of 
governors this week approved the latest 
name change, which takes effect Sept. 24.

Last week’s RedDAY for St. Mary’s General 
Hospital raised $660,000 to help bring 
the first MRI to St. Mary’s, with donations 
still coming in, well exceeding Manulife’s 
$200,000 matching pledge.

St. Paul’s name change Red nets lots of green

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I am 
48, and I have been play-
ing tennis for years. I also 
swim regularly. Recently, 
I have been experiencing 
pain in my right shoulder 
every time I hit the court 
and when I try to lift ob-
jects at home. How do I 
know if I tore my rotator 
cuff ? What are the options 
for treatment, and can I 
get back to playing?

ANSWER: People can 
injure their rotator cuff in 
several ways. Accordingly, 
it can be hard to know if 
that is the primary source 

Rotator cuff injuries and surgery

of your shoulder prob-
lems. For some people, a 
distinct injury or accident 
results in a rotator cuff 
tear. For others, it could be 
a slow, gradual increase in 
pain over time. For those 
with distinct injuries, 
these usually occur when 
trying to lift heavy objects 
overhead or lifting things 
away from the body. You 
also can injure your rota-
tor cuff during traumatic 

falls or accidents
Generally speaking, 

rotator cuff problems 
tend to produce three 
main symptoms: shoulder 
pain, decreased shoulder 
motion and weakness. 
Although most patients 
will have some level of 
each of these symptoms, 
not everyone with a rota-
tor cuff tear will have all 
three symptoms.

In terms of the pain, if 
you have a rotator cuff 
injury, you typically have 
pain over the lateral, or 
outside, portion of the 
shoulder, around the 

deltoid muscle. This pain 
generally worsens when 
you try to lift your arm 
overhead or lift objects 
away from your body.

Other injuries around 
the shoulder can result in 
similar symptoms. Some 
of the more common 
injuries are biceps tendi-
nitis, acromioclavicular 
joint injuries or arthri-
tis. Patients with biceps 
tendinitis tend to have 
pain in the front of the 
shoulder, and those with 
acromioclavicular joint 
injuries tend to have pain 
on top of the shoulder.

Understanding where 
your pain is originating 
from can help differenti-
ate these problems from 
pain caused by your rota-
tor cuff. If you have pain 
on the lateral, or outside, 
part of your shoulder with 
decreased range of motion 
and difficulty lifting 
objects, you may have a 
rotator cuff injury. Often-
times, this can be some 
mild tendinitis that will 
improve with a few days 
of rest. However, if your 
symptoms are severe or 
they persist for more than 
one or two weeks, it makes 

sense to talk to your 
health care provider. He 
or she can typically diag-
nose a rotator cuff tear 
based on your symptoms, 
a physical exam, and 
potentially imaging, such 
as X-rays and an MRI.

When I diagnose a 
patient with a rotator cuff 
injury, the most common 
question I get is whether 
surgery is necessary. If 
you have been diagnosed 
with a rotator cuff injury, 
treatment may vary 
depending on the severity.

For most patients 

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

THE EGYPTIANS WERE 
THE FIRST people to keep 
bees. A sweat bee, the 
official bee of Toronto, will 
land and lick the sweat off 
your arm. Many types of 
bees don’t actually live in 
hives together.

A plethora of bee facts 
were presented to students 
at Elmira’s John Mahood 
Public last week at an 
education event spon-
sored by Lanxess Canada.

The chemical company 
recently arranged to have 
two beehives installed on 
their Elmira property. The 
company that installed 

Students at John Mahood Public School were treated to a presentation about bees June 16, an offshoot of a program to add beehives at the Lanxess plant in Elmira. Leah Gerber

and will maintain the 
hives is Alvéole, an urban 
bee-keeping company 
working primarily in the 
Greater Toronto Area.

Jon Keates, an urban 
beekeeper with Alvéole, 
was one of the presenters 
at John Mahood last week. 
He says these presenta-
tions for kids are espe-

cially necessary.
“It is important that 

everyone understands 
how the world they live in 
functions and the part that 
creatures as small as bees 
play in the grand scheme.

“When we do these 
presentations for chil-
dren we are hoping to get 

→ MAYO CLINIC 27

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

Maintaining Your Car And Your Schedule.
At Leroy’s, we believe that caring for your car should be an easy and 
stress-free experience. Whether you are dealing with an unexpected 

repair or need regular maintenance, we make sure that all of our 
automotive services are convenient, tailored to your specifi c vehicle 
and driving style, and designed with your schedule in mind. We can 

handle any kind of vehicle repair you need, all in one place.

Schedule an appointment today! 

On our website or call us at 519-669-1082.

For Elmira Lanxess facility, where new 
beehives have been installed, the answer 
is clear

To bee or 
not to bee?

→ ALL THE BUZZ 28
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 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca
Erv Wiens Preaching

Farewell Sunday
9:30 am

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

FRIDAY, JULY 1
▢ Canada Day at Woolwich Memorial Centre, Elmira. 
Free public swims, 11 a.m to 12:30 p.m. and 12:30 
p.m. to 2 p.m. Pre-registration strongly encouraged. 
Entertainment and Activities from noon until 4 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 9
▢ Woolwich Gardeners presents our Annual Garden 
Tour. This self-guided tour features 8 varied gardens 
in Elmira and area, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For tickets and 
information, contact Barb Smith (519)580-7584 or 
barbs@rogers.com

THURSDAY, JULY 14
▢ Ontario Forage Expo 2022 - Forage Equipment 
Demonstrations and Trade Show starting at 10 a.m. 
at 161 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacob’s. New equipment 
demonstrations and head-to-head field trials. This 
event will provide the opportunity for farmers to view 
the latest technology. Ian McDonald, OMAFRA will be 
in the field, working with the equipment companies 
to provide information to farmers and answer ques-
tions.  Free admission. Lunch will be available on-site 
at a nominal fee, and no pre-registration is required.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28
▢ Harmony in Faith Worship Service, 10 a.m. at 
Gibson Park Elmira. The Elmira & District Ministe-
rial Association is pleased to announce our plan 
to re-gather together as a community for Sunday 
morning worship in the park to praise God in song, 
scripture readings, a children's story and sermon 
preached by Pastor Derek Osborne, Elmira Pente-
costal Assembly.  Free will offerings to be given 
to Woolwich Community Services either in food or 
monetary donations.  A barbecue will follow the 
service (a donation basket will be available for people 
to contribute whatever they can afford towards their 
meal).

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

A lower-fat take on 
the traditional 

hamburger

I don’t know about you 
but every time I light 

the grill it either rains, is 
too windy, too hot or too 
cold – I guess that’s June 
in Ontario for you.

Whatever the case, it 
is summertime and I’m 
going to stand outside 
BBQing no matter what, 
and nobody can stop me!

Ground meat has been 
mixed with seasoning 
and formed into various 
shapes for centuries but 
what we know of as the 
“hamburger” is not much 
more than 100 years old, 
which is pretty young in 
the history of food. (In no 
way am I suggesting that 
you eat a burger that’s 
100 years old or any such 
thing!)

Ground turkey is some-
thing that can now be 
frequently found in your 
regular grocery store.

It creates a little health-

ier option, or at least a 
lower-fat option, if you’re 
thinking of that kind of 
thing, than your regu-
lar beef burger and also 
creates a way to shake up 
an old summer standby.

Being lower fat also 
creates a burger that’s a 
little drier if not cooked 
just right.

The onion jam in this 
recipe creates a wonder-
ful sweetness and mois-
ture. It can be put in an 
airtight container and 
kept in the fridge for 
future uses.

It’s not a jam I’d serve 
with peanut butter, but 
as well as putting it on 
a burger, it’s also very 
nice with fish, another 
summer staple.

ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts private 
events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast 
and lunch in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

Turkey Burgers with Onion Jam
▢ 1 lb ground turkey

▢ 1 Tbsp. vegetable oil

▢ 1⁄2 tsp. Dijon mustard

▢ Salt, pepper, sage to 
taste

CHEF   
DUFF 

Recipes from 
the chef's table

1. Place sliced onion, 
sugar, wine and 
juice together in a 
pot and combine.

2. Boil until most of the 
liquid is evaporated, 
being careful not to 
boil dry/burn. Onions 
should be sticky and 
shiny when finished.

3. Meanwhile combine 
turkey with seasoning 

and form into patties.

4. Chill until nice and 
firm before grilling.

5. Grill until inter-
nal temp of 165F, 
and allow to stand 
for two minutes.

6. Garnish with 
onion jam (can be 
served hot or cold)

Jam:

▢ 2 cups red onions, 
sliced

▢ 1⁄2 cup brown sugar

▢ 1⁄2 cup red wine

▢ 1⁄2 cup orange juice
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordWord of the Week Find-A-Word THEME: ENVIRONMENT

ACROSS
1. Without
5. Rush
10. Crown
14. In the family Araceae
15. Poliomyelitis
16. ___ Office
17. Drive
19. Italian money
20. Oriental
21. Ancient
22. Not inert
26. Burst
30. Bold promise
34. Japanese-

American
35. Therefore
36. Speed (up)
37. Narcotic
39. Character
42. Bloodshot
43. Game name
47. It holds water
48. Back-stabbing
51. Discomfit
52. Gracious 

introduction?
54. Prison guard, 

in slang
57. Bomber technology
62. "High" time
63. STD
66. Battery contents
67. Dig, so to speak

68. Milky gem
69. Apple variety
70. Moisten
71. Cry

DOWN
1. Guru

2. Field
3. Wacko
4. Dirt
5. Extra
6. Merchant ship 

capacity
7. Aged
8. 18-wheeler

9. Dairy farm sound
10. Common allergen
11. Eager
12. Container weight
13. Brio
18. Sanction
21. Female gametes

23. Blackguard
24. Children's game
25. Multivitamin 

supplement
26. Belt
27. Pay the _____
28. In reserve
29. Last word of 

"America, the 
Beautiful"

31. Bridge support
32. Chilling
33. What's happening
38. Bounce back, 

in a way
40. Addict, e.g.
41. Bug
44. ___ Zeppelin
45. Coffee holder
46. Blight
49. "To do" list
50. Bully
53. Scatter
54. Catch
55. Chocolate 

ingredient
56. Aggravate
58. Call to a mate
59. Bound
60. Blue hue
61. Campus building
63. Blah-blah-blah
64. "___ to Joy"
65. Doze

ACROSS
1. Blade cover
7. Abominate
8. Sweater material
9. Silent magician
10. Shoe part

DOWN
1. Bluish gray
2. Dearest
3. American symbol
4. Reef ring
5. Midafternoon
6. Valentine symbol

 ACID RAIN
 BAMBOO
 BLEACHING
 CFC
 COMPOST

 EARTH DAY
 ECOSYSTEM
 EL NINO
 EXTINCT
 FERTILITY

 FLOOD
 FOREST
 HURRICANE
 ORGANIC
 RECYCLE

 SEWAGE
 SMOG
 WIND FARM

PRESCIENCE
the ability to see or anticipate what 
will or might happen in the future.
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If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

NEED TO REACH 
MILLENNIALS?

Adults 18+ Millennials Boomers 

87%
90%

82%

New survey results show that nine out of ten Millennials 
read newspapers weekly in print or digital formats.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

Results are sourced from a November 2020 national online research
survey managed by Totum Research. Interviews were conducted
with 855 English and French Canadians in every province,
and results were weighted to be nationally representative.



L I V I N G  H E R E  |  27   Thursday, June 23, 2022 | THE OBSERVER

with tendinitis, which is 
inflammation of the rota-
tor cuff tendon without a 
complete tear, as well as 
pain and other symptoms, 
they generally improve 
without surgical interven-
tion. The most common 
forms of treatments for 
this are anti-inflamma-
tory medications; icing 
the shoulder regularly; 
modifying your activities, 
including avoiding heavy 
lifting and overhead lift-
ing; and physical therapy.

For patients with 
complete tears of the 
tendon, the situation is a 
little bit more complex. 
If the tear is small or the 
patient is relatively low 
risk, some patients with 
complete tears may still 
be able to avoid surgery. 
The treatment plan for 
them would be the same 
options listed for tendi-
nitis above. Although 
physical therapy won't 
heal the small tears, it 
can help optimize the 
other muscles around 
the shoulder that are still 
intact, which allows them 
to compensate for the 
tendon that has the small 

tear in it.
For active patients with 

a complete tear of the 
tendon, surgery may be 
optimal because it offers 
the most predictable and 
successful way of restor-
ing function.

Rotator cuff repair 
surgery typically is done 
as an outpatient proce-
dure through a minimally 
invasive, or arthroscopic, 
approach. Using these 
small incisions can reduce 
pain and improve recov-
ery long term.

After undergoing rota-
tor cuff repair, the arm is 
kept in a sling for approx-

imately six weeks after 
surgery to allow things to 
heal. After this time, the 
sling is slowly discontin-
ued, and formal physical 
therapy is initiated. The 
early focus of physical 
therapy is on restoring 
range of motion. This 
typically takes three or 
four months from the 
date of surgery. Around 
two or three months after 
surgery, gentle strength-
ening exercises are 
introduced. Then patients 
will progress to additional 
rehabilitation.

While there is signif-
icant variability, the 

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

There’s nothing like a 
homemade popsicle 
on a hot summer day

A lassi is a yogurt-
based drink that 

originated in the Punjab 
region of India. Lassis are 
often flavoured with spices 
or fruit -- mango is very 
popular. 
 This recipe puts the 

flavours of a mango lassi 
into a smooth, sweet 
popsicle.

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Mango Lassi Popsicles
 ▢ 1 1/2 cups (10 ounces) 

fresh or frozen chopped 
mango

 ▢ 1 1/2 cups plain yogurt

 ▢ 1/4 cup honey

 ▢ 1 tablespoon lime 
juice, squeezed from 1/2 
lime

1. PROCESS: Place all 
ingredients in a food 
processor. Process 
mixture until smooth, 
30 to 40 seconds, 
scraping down sides of 
bowl halfway through.

2. FILL: Pour mixture 
into a large liquid 
measuring cup. Divide 
mixture evenly among 
ice pop molds.

3. FREEZE: Insert 1 ice 
pop stick in the center 
of each mold and seal 
with cover. Place in the 
freezer and chill until 
firm, at least 6 hours 
or up to five days.

4. UNMOLD: Hold mold 
under warm running 
water for 30 seconds 
to thaw slightly. Slide 
popsicle out of mold.

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

average overall recovery 
time following rotator cuff 
repair is approximately six 
months. Once everything 
is healed, we generally 
allow patients to get back 
to all activities as toler-
ated. However, it is a good 
idea to avoid any unnec-
essary overhead lifting 
over the long term. This 
reduces the risk of having 
recurrent problems and 
injuries down the road.

→ MAYO 24

MAYO CLINIC: Shoulder-area injuries can manifest a variety of symptoms

Injuries to and around the shoulder can manifest a variety of symptoms.

June is Pride Month. 
It commemorates the 

Stonewall uprising, which 
occurred in June 1969 in 
the United States, and 
marked a historic turning 
point for gay rights. Pride 
Month recognizes and cele-
brates the LGBTTQQ2SA+ 
community.

This acronym represents 
a variety of sexual and 
gender identities includ-
ing lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transsexual, transgen-
der, queer, questioning, 
Two-Spirit and allies. 
The plus sign at the end 
is intended to encom-
pass other queer identity 
markers that have not been 
specifically named.

It is important to 
understand the differ-
ence between sex, gender, 
gender identity and 
expression, and sexual 
orientation. Sex refers to a 
label typically assigned at 
birth based on a person’s 
biological or physical 
indicators (body parts, 
internal organs, chromo-
somes, etc.). Gender is 
the way a person thinks 
or feels about themselves, 
often based on culturally 
constructed sets of beliefs 
about roles, characteristics, 
and behavioural expecta-
tions. Gender identity and 
expression is a person’s 
inner sense of being male, 

female, neither, both or 
something else and how 
they outwardly show this. 
Sexual orientation is a 
person’s desire in relation 
to intimate, emotional and 
sexual relationships with 
other people. It is import-
ant to note that a person’s 
gender identity is not 
always the same as their 
biological sex, nor their 
assumed gender based 
on their assigned sex. It 
depends on how they iden-
tify as a person which can 
change over time.  

Seventy-four per cent of 
Canadians know someone 
who is 2SLGBTQ+, and 40 
per cent of the 2SLGBTQ+ 
community have expe-
rienced discrimination, 
according to the Canadian 
Mental Health Association 
(CMHA). Coming out or 
outwardly stating identi-
fication as 2SLGBTQ+ is 
a very personal journey. 
The fear of being rejected 
by those you love the most 
can lead to anxiety, stress, 
depression and negatively 
impact mental health.

With these kind of statis-
tics in mind, it is important 
for us to recognize real 
ways that we can show 

support and understand-
ing. Studies have shown 
positive links between a 
sense of belonging, accep-
tance, and unconditional 
love to greater happiness 
and overall well-being.

Supportive environ-
ments are key to mental 
health for all people, 
particularly for 2SLGBTQ+ 
individuals who may feel 
especially vulnerable or 
isolated.

These positive and 
accepting environments 
can be created by validat-
ing experiences; fostering a 
community with peers and 
trusted individuals who 
allow someone to be them-
selves; and freeing spaces 
from bullying, intolerance, 
and abuse.

Stay connected. Affirm 
and validate your support 
through actions. 

Use language, names, 
and words they identify 
with. Don’t make assump-
tions. Instead, ask ques-
tions non-judgmentally, 
with curiosity and compas-
sion, and with the willing-
ness to make mistakes and 
accepting that you may be 
corrected.

Do your own work. It 
is not someone else’s job to 
support you through your 
own personal learning, 
growing, healing or other 
journey towards under-

standing and acceptance. 
Explore your feelings and 
any barriers you may be 
experiencing. Be curious 
where messages come 
from in your upbring-
ing, culture, beliefs, and 
community and work 
through it. Seek your own 
support or counselling if 
needed. 

Advocate on their 
behalf. Having someone in 
their corner makes a huge 
difference.

Get informed. 
Find resources and 
2SLGBTQ+-positive 
support people for every-
thing from family doctors, 
daycare staff, to sports 
teams. Surround yourself 
and others with people 
who will celebrate them for 
who they are.

We can all do our part to 
show increased kindness, 
support, and inclusion to 
one another. The stron-
gest communities are 
composed of unique indi-
viduals who share a sense 
of belonging.  

 ↆ This article is brought to 
you by Woolwich Counselling 
Centre. This nonprofit counselling 
agency creates awareness and 
provides education to promote 
emotional and mental wellness for 
individuals, families, businesses, 
and others in Woolwich and 
Wellesley. Check out their 
upcoming small group therapy 
sessions and workshops at www.
woolwichcounselling.org.

Understanding and supporting  
our 2SLGBTQ+ community

 ▢ Your Mental 
Wellbeing 
Woolwich 
Counselling Centre



28  |  T H E  B AC K  PAG E THE OBSERVER | Thursday, June 23, 2022

W W W. S O U R C E F L O O R I N G . C O M

SCAN ME

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

7” WIDE EUROPEAN7” WIDE EUROPEAN
AC5 COMMERCIAL GRADEAC5 COMMERCIAL GRADE

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

100’S OF NEW 100’S OF NEW 

AREAAREA
RUGSRUGS

8’ X 11 ’8’  X 11 ’
STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

$$199199NOT EXACTLY
AS SHOWN

1/2” THICK 1/2” THICK 
ENGINEERED HICKORY ENGINEERED HICKORY 

HARDWOODHARDWOOD 

  $$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 7.99

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

ONTARIO’S LARGEST SELECTION OF ONTARIO’S LARGEST SELECTION OF 

IN STOCK IN STOCK 
FLOORING!FLOORING!

NO TAX!

IN STOCK!

3” X 6”3” X 6”
WHITE GLOSSWHITE GLOSS
SUBWAYTILESSUBWAYTILES

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

IN STOCK!

99¢
FROM SQ FT

REG 2.99999999
13” X 13”13” X 13”

PORCELAINPORCELAIN
 TILES TILES

IN STOCK!

                    PAD ATTACHED PAD ATTACHED 
CLICK LUXURYCLICK LUXURY
   VINYL    VINYL 7MM THICK7MM THICK 

$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

CLICKCLICK
LUXURY LUXURY 

VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

$$118989
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

5.5” WIDE5.5” WIDE
STEP BASESTEP BASE

6” WIDE6” WIDE
SQUARESQUARE

3/7” WIDE3/7” WIDE
COLONIALCOLONIAL

$$119999
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

$$225959
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.99

$$009999
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

BASEBOARDS

HOTHOT
DEAL!DEAL!

HOT HOT 

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

them more comfortable 
and attached to the idea of 
pollinators so that as they 
continue to grow they will 
want to help them as best 
they can.”

Lanxess staff had already 
worked with Alvéole at 
their Toronto location, said 
Jamie Petznick, the health, 
safety and environmen-
tal manager at Lanxess 
Canada. Over the course 
of the winter, staff decided 
to install more bee hives at 
the Elmira location.

“Our West Hill site 
in Toronto has worked 
with Alvéole for a couple 
of years now, they’ve 
had hives there. Elmira 
added hives this year 
and our Pittsburgh-Bur-
gettstown site, it has also 
added a hive this year, so 
we’re slowly growing the 
number of sites around 
North America that have 

Jon Keates shows a couple classes of kids some honeycomb at last week’s pollinator presentation 
in the John Mahood Public School library  Leah Gerber

ALL THE BUZZ: Providing support for little pollinators
the hives with Alvéole,” 
Petznick said.

Along with their 
hive installations and 
maintenance, Alvéole 
provided Lanxess with 
two presentations. One 
was held at the Lanxess 
property where the hives 
are located, and the other 
Lanxess gave to John 
Mahood PS last week.  

The bee hives are 
located on the east side 
of the property in an area 
secluded away from the 
employees, said Petznick.

Alvéole staff will take 
care of maintaining the 
hives as well as harvesting 
honey and wax.

“Now that the hives are 
set-up on the property, 
they will be visited every 
three weeks to help control 
the growth of the hive and 
ensure they are healthy 
and not growing too 
quickly,” said Keates.

“I think for us it’s really 
to try to build and show 
our commitment to the 
environment. Obviously I 
think there’s been a lot of 
concern in popular culture 
and in the media around 
the (bee) populations over 
the last few years and 
this is something where 
with our site we have lots 
of open grassland areas, 
and we see it as kind of a 
win-win opportunity,” said 
Petznick.

“We can provide ecologi-
cal space for bees to have 
a habitat and they don’t 
have a day-to-day impact 
on us and we don’t have 
a day-to-day impact on 
them and it gives them a 
place to hopefully thrive 
and provide some bene-
fit to the environment 
around us.”

Petznick says the honey 
will be given to employees 
and visitors as gifts. 

Jon Keates' presentation was provided by Lanxess Canada, which hired Alvéole to establish beehives 
at some of its facilities, including the Elmira site.   Leah Gerber

→ FROM 24
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