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Bill Atwood 
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EVEN AS THE REGION 
OF Waterloo seeks final 
input on two options for 
restoring the historic 
covered bridge, the West 
Montrose Residents Asso-
ciation is looking for an 
alternative.

Both of the concepts 
proposed by the region 
would involve using 
materials not original to 
the 140-year structure, 
with residents looking 
for something more in 
keeping with the heritage 
aspect.

“Engage Waterloo 
Region has presented two 
alternatives. We’re not yet 
thrilled with either one 
of those. We don’t think 
they’re ideal,” said associ-
ation spokesperson Tony 

Residents seeking another 
option for rehabilitation 
of covered bridge

→BRIDGE 4There’ll be plenty of flags flying this weekend as we celebrate Canada Day. Bill Atwood

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

WATCH FOR VIDEO 
CAMERAS TO appear in 
Breslau Memorial Park and 
Lions Park in Elmira in 
response to acts of vandal-
ism.

The township has seen 
some $8,000 in damage at 
the two locations, along 

with vandalism at some 
of its other recreation 
facilities. Meeting this 
week, Woolwich council-
lors agreed to the option of 
video surveillance.

Beyond graffiti, the 
principal areas of destruc-
tive vandalism have been 
park washroom facilities 
and fieldhouses, manager 
of operations and proj-

ects Thomas van der Hoff 
told councillors meeting 
Monday night.

“In an effort to mitigate 
the ongoing concerns, 
recreation and commu-
nity services staff have 
implemented operational 
procedures including 
adjusting shifts to accom-
modate an evening wash-
room inspection, adjusting 

park washroom closure 
times, removal of graffiti, 
improving facility exterior 
lighting, and reporting of 
incidents to the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service 
(WRPS),” he said in a 
report.

The shifting washroom 
times help ensure the 
facilities so they’re not 
accessible after nightfall. → VANDALISM 6

Woolwich to look at video cameras to counter vandalism
Better lighting is expected 
in conjunction with the 
cameras.

The crimes have been 
associated with high 
school-aged kids.

Such vandalism is not 
a problem just for the 
township, “this is a whole 
community problem,” said 
Coun. Patrick Merlihan, 
noting parents might want 

to speak to their children 
about the issue. He also 
called on residents who see 
anything going on to call 
the authorities.

“When you see some-
thing, report it.”

Residents can call the 
township bylaw or police 
non-emergency line (519-
570-9777), said van der Hoff.

Dowling, referring to the 
region’s online portal for 
feedback.

“ I think there’s analy-
sis of the bridge required 
before they decide on 
either alternative.”

A series of studies 
conducted by the region 
found that the dead load 
(weight of the bridge 
itself) and live loads 
(weight of vehicles, 
pedestrians etc.), are 
being carried by both the 
original wooden truss and 
the steel bailey trusses.  
However, because of the 
aging nature of the wood 
trusses they are trans-
ferring load to the Bailey 
trusses, which in turn do 
not have sufficient capac-
ity to carry the entire load 
of the bridge. 

Because the Bailey 
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three Woolwich this week formally launched a new 
partnership with the West Montrose Family 
Camp, and Regional Tourism Organization 
4 to create a new river access point in West 
Montrose. Tubers, kayakers, canoers, and 
other water users can access the new point 
via the campground located at 6344 Line 86 
from mid-May to mid-October.

Woolwich is seeking a heritage designation 
for the century-old St. Boniface Catholic 
School in Maryhill. The yellow brick build-
ing constructed in 1898, the third school 
in the village since 1834, is the part to 
be designated, as additions built in 1965 
and 1968 are not of heritage significance.
From the June 28, 2014 edition of The Observer

Access to the Grand From the archives

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

Evening appointments available

73 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

Dr. Alice
Chen

Dr. Stephen
Morris

519-669-0012PHONE:

Optometrist Optometrist

(Beside the Clocktower Wellness Centre)

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
2021 Audited Financial Statements
Copies of the Township of Wellesley’s 2021 
Audited Financial Statements are available 
free of charge at the Township Office, 4639 
Lobsinger Line at Crosshill, or for download on 
the Township’s website, at www.wellesley.ca

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

Closed
 Saturday
JUly 9 CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Fish or Meatloaf includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
July 1 & 2

pre-order

reQuired
JUly 9 CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
July 6-8

Fish or Honey Lime Chicken  includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

A transgender woman, Cait Glasson says she’s familiar with the mental health findings of the survey. Bill Atwood

Transgender, non-binary youth 
have lower sense of belonging

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

TRANSGENDER AND 
NON-BINARY CHIL-
DREN AND youth in the 
region have a significantly 
lower sense of belonging 
and poorer mental health 
outcomes than their 
cis-gendered peers. So 
found a 2021 youth impact 
survey conducted by the 
Children and Youth Plan-
ning Table or Waterloo 
Region, a partnership of 
more than 800 organiza-
tions in the region.

The survey polled 1,047 
children and youth from 
across the region. In total, 

68.2 per cent of respon-
dents identified as a girl, 
32.7 per cent as a boy and 
4.5 per cent identified as 
non-binary or another 
gender (two per cent and 
2.5 per cent respectively).

The final category 
includes identities such as 
gender fluid, gender queer 
and transgender. In the 
Gender Snapshot report 
released by the planning 
table, responses from 
non-binary respondents 
and those identifying as 
another gender identity 
were grouped together 
under the category ‘a 
gender identity other than 
boy or girl.’

The survey showed that 
64.1 per cent of all respon-
dents said they felt a very 
strong or somewhat strong 
sense of belonging to their 
community, however 
while the numbers were 
similar for boys (66.6 per 
cent) and girls (66.2 per 
cent) there was large drop 
for those with another 
gender identity at just 26.8 
per cent feeling a strong or 
somewhat strong sense of 
belonging.

“[These numbers] tell us 
that trans and non binary 
youth in our community 
are not feeling particularly 
safe or welcome in many 
of the spaces that are → SURVEY 6

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

BEYOND PHYSICAL 
VIOLENCE, WOMEN 
EXPERIENCING home-
lessness in the region 
face a variety of threats, 
verbal, mental, racist 
and the like, finds a new 
study.

Waterloo Community 
Justice Initiatives last 
week presented their 
findings from The Willow 
Project, a project to 
understand the experi-
ences of women experi-
encing homelessness and 
violence in the commu-
nity.

Those attending the 
virtual presentation June 
23  represented the emer-
gency shelter, health-
care, counseling and 
restorative justice sectors 
as well as concerned 
citizens.

The Willow Project is 
a collaboration between 
Community Justice 
Initiatives and the YWCA 
of Kitchener. 

“We were able to share 
our hopes for this project, 
which include system 
changes, infusing shelter 
services with some of the 
needs identified by the 
women, and continuous 
inclusion of people with 
lived experience through-
out this project,” said 
Kate Crozier, director of 
programs with the organi-
zation.

 Waterloo Commu-
nity Justice Initiatives 
is a restorative justice 
organization focusing 
on solving conflict using 
peaceful resolution strat-
egies.  The survey was 
conducted in the winter, 

with 48 participants. 
Cis, trans, two-spirit and 
gender-diverse individu-
als were surveyed, and 13 
were interviewed.

“We know that they 
have experiences of 
violence, but there’s 
never been any research 
done in our community 
to ask the women them-
selves exactly what these 
experiences are, and how 
often they happen,” said 
Crozier.

“So we wanted to know 
of course about physical 
and sexual violence but 
also verbal, financial 
and the homophobic 
and transphobic types of 
violence they might expe-
rience. We were pretty 
shocked to see what came 
back.”

Forty-four per cent 
of women surveyed 
reported they experi-
ence violence daily, and 
35 per cent of them said 
they experienced it twice 
a week. The types of 
violence documented in 
the report were transpho-
bia, homophobia, racism, 
sexual harm,  and verbal, 
emotional or mental, 
financial, physical or 
spiritual violence.

“So we heard also from 
women that their inabil-
ity to find safety was 
pretty profound.

“A lot of women talked 
about needing to leave 
their home because it 
was unsafe. So they find 
themselves in the shel-
ter system, where they 
often don’t feel safe being 
co-housed with other 
women. And then often 
need to leave the shelter 
during the day – in the 

New study looks at the 
issues faced by women 
experiencing homelessness

→ SAFE HOUSING 4

open to them,” said Scott 
Williams, executive direc-
tor of Spectrum, an LGTBQ 
community space and 
advocacy organization.

There is an even bigger 
discrepancy in mental 
health outcomes. Overall, 
54.9 per cent of respon-
dents said their mental 
health was more positive 
than negative. In total 67.8 
per cent of boys indicated 
that their mental health 
was more positive, while 
51.7 of girls’ said they had 
positive mental health. 
However, only 17.1 per 
cent of those with another 
gender identity reported 
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trusses are now 78 years 
old, they cannot be 
readily retrofitted to a be 
strong enough to carry the 
entire load of the bridge, 
the region maintains, 
indicating that even if the 
bridge was restricted to 
foot traffic it would still 
be at risk of collapse. 

“The studies have 
justified the need for this 
rehabilitation project. Our 
main priority is making 
sure the bridge is safe for 
people using it, that it will 
last for years to come and 
people can continue to 
enjoy it. So these studies 
that we’ve been conduct-
ing over the past 10 years 
or so have justified the 
need for this rehabilita-
tion,” said region project 
manager Michelle Pinto.

The region is conduct-
ing its second round 
of consultations on 
the bridge until July 4, 
proposing two alterna-
tives for rehabilitation. 

The first would be a 
reinforcement of the 
steel girders. This would 
involve removal of the 
existing Bailey truss and 
replacing them with new 
steel girders. The interior 
white cladding would 
be replaced and the new 
steel girder would be 
hidden from view, making 
it similar to the look of the 
bridge interior today. That 
would cost $2.8 million.

The alternative would 
be timber truss rein-
forcement. This would 
involve strengthening 
of the existing wooden 
truss with high-strength 
fibre reinforcement. The 

height of the bridge would 
increase by one foot to 
facilitate reinforcing the 
existing wooden truss. 
The interior cladding 
would be removed and a 
timber guide rail would 
be added to protect 
the wooden truss from 
damage. This option 
carries a $2.6-million 
price tag.

The second alternative 
is more historically accu-
rate and is preferred by 
the region. However, the 
region is not at the final 
stages of design, Pinto 
noted.

“There are still addi-
tional studies and anal-
ysis to be conducted 
to get to that stage, to 
know specifically which 
timbers require reinforce-
ment, but we wanted to 
get the public’s input on 
the alternatives before 
proceeding ahead,” she 
explained.

Dowling said the resi-
dents’ association, also 
known as the BridgeKeep-
ers, agrees that a resto-
ration is needed. 

“We’re really at the 
point right now where we 
definitely want to see a 
restoration. We want clar-
ity from the community 
and the advocates for the 
bridge. As to what direc-
tion [they want to go],” he 
said.

Though the region 
said the second alterna-
tive is more historically 
accurate, Dowling is not 
supportive of the idea

“It keeps the timber in 
place, but they’ve basi-
cally reinforced every-
thing. Reinforcement is 

not very attractive. Our 
position is that you can’t 
really go there in either 
direction until you get in 
and analyze the wooden 
structure and bridge itself 
to see what condition 
existing timbers are in,” 
he said.

According to Pinto, the 
exact number of trusses 
that need to be replaced 
will be known as the 
region proceeds into the 
final stages of design.

“Even if they’re 
restored to their original 
condition, or replaced in 

time with the exact repli-
cas, the wooden trusses 
would not meet the 
current standards even 
for relatively low-load 
postings,” she said.

Pinto said preservation 
is a big part of the project.

“We’re not looking 

streets, they don’t feel 
safe,” she said.

“Women will strategize 
to be around large groups 
of people rather than 
being alone as a self-pro-
tective measure. But 
sometimes that violence 
comes from strangers and 
forms of harassment, who 
are letting women who 
are homeless know they 
don’t want them near 
them.”

Crozier said it was very 
valuable to learn more 
about how women expe-
riencing homelessness 
cope with the violence.

“First of all, under-
standing how women 
navigate this,” said 
Crozier. “How do they go 
out into the world each 
day and try to be as safe 
as possible?”

Crozier said the strate-
gies the women use that 
came out in the survey 
include sticking close 

to other people, and not 
ever telling anyone that 
they are homeless as the 
stigma could result in 
worse treatment.

This survey focused 
on women who had 
recently or were currently 
using emergency shelter 
services in the region’s 
urban areas, as partici-
pants were found through 
contacts with homeless 
shelters and word of 
mouth.  

Crozier says there are 
plans to conduct another 
survey of women who 
are experiencing hidden 
homelessness, that is 
women who stay some-
where temporarily such 
as on someone’s couch or 
spare room because they 
don’t have anywhere else 
to go. This survey could 
include participants 
in the townships, said 
Crozier.

Crozier says the next 
steps involve finding the 

resources the community 
already has to address the 
problems.

“Often some of the best 
ways to address these big 
problems are to take a 
strengths-based lens on 
what your community has 
to offer. And then we can 
use that to help find ways 
to support the foundation 
of that.”

“For example, we know 
people are addressing 
gender-based harm 
amongst families and 
neighborhoods and 
communities that might 
be invisible to us. And so 
we want to hear about that 
and learn how can we help 
support that work. Where 
are there gaps that we can 
get others involved with 
in addressing.”

“This work is going to 
involve the community at 
all sorts of levels.”

A series of listening 
sessions between women 
with lived experiences of 

homelessness and restor-
ative justice practitioners 
will be held over the 
summer, beginning with 
one that was held earlier 
this week.

“Listening sessions 
are a way of sharing the 
wisdom of experience as 
well as building relation-
ships between people 
who aren’t currently 
connected,” said Crozier.

A second part of the 
research about racialized 
Muslim women and their 
experiences of domestic 
violence is underway. The 
research will also be look-
ing at barriers to shelter 
use and the use of infor-
mal arrangements and 
other alternatives. This 
research is being led by 
the Coalition of Muslim 
Women and is expected to 
be complete in the fall.

Anyone interested 
in learning more can 
connect with Crozier at 
KateC@cjiwr.com.

to replace everything. 
We want to maintain 
what’s there, and in good 
condition, however our 
studies have confirmed 
that some of the timbers 
are deteriorated and do 
need to be reinforced,” 
she explained. 

SAFE HOUSING: Next study will look at hidden cases of homelessness
→ FROM 3

BRIDGE: Region looking at options 
to rehabilitate the structure long-term

→ FROM 1

The 140-year-old structure has undergone a number of emergency repairs, with the region looking at long-term solutions. The residents’ 
association wants the work to maintain the integrity of the bridge’s heritage.  Bill Atwood
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EDSS STUDENTS, 
FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
gathered last week for 
the first convocation and 
awards ceremony since 
before the pandemic.

The 2022 graduating 
class consisted of some 
260 students, while 30 
awards for leadership 
and academic achieve-
ment were handed out at 
the June 23 ceremony at 
the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre in Elmira.

Principal Brad Marsh 
highlighted the “confus-

ing time” the graduates 
went through over the last 
two years.

“We had a couple of 
years of online learning, 
we flipped back in person. 
And we were out of the 
classroom again. And we 
started doing teams and 
clubs and events. And 
then we had to stop that 
for a while. And then 
we went back into the 
classroom. And we got to 
the point where we could 
meet together tonight to 
do this,” Marsh said.

“The skills that you’ve 
been able to show and 
that you’ve been able to 

truly adapt to everything 
that you’ve come up with 
is fantastic. No one else 
has ever thought that 
we would deal with the 
things that you dealt with 
over your last few years 
in high school. That you 
persevered is fantastic – 
it goes beyond what you 
will do well as you move 
on to your next phase of 
life,” he said.

Marsh cautioned the 
students about compar-
ing themselves to others 
as they move forward.

“Success is not meant 
to be a unit of measure-
ment. And what I mean 

by that is that you should 
not compare what you 
do to someone else. To 
paraphrase the words 
of Abraham Lincoln, 
whatever you do going 
forward, your goal is to do 
it well. Be good at it and 
you will be successful.”

Valedictorian Ethan 
Horst said he and his 
classmates have been 
thinking about this 
moment since they were 
kids. 

“This is something that 
always felt so close yet so 
far. We as a class made it 
through so many pivotal 
and impactful moments → CONVOCATION 12

At first convocation since the pandemic, 
EDSS sends the class of ’22 out into the world

having to go through 
numerous lockdowns and 
online school. I’m even 
sure we can look back at 
the things that brought us 
down and how we came 
back stronger,” he said.

Horst also asked the 
class to look back on some 
of the positive moments 
during their time at the 
school, such as the boys’ 
varsity basketball team 
getting its first win in five 
years.

“It’s important that 
we enjoy these moments 
because today is about us 
and all the work we had 
to do to get here. We are 

the class of ’22. We’re all 
special in our own type of 
way,” he added.

In an interview this 
week Horst said it meant 
a great deal to be named 
the valedictorian.

“I wanted the people to 
have someone that they 
really wanted to go up 
there and speak for them. 
I hadn’t heard about 
valedictorian up until 
maybe the day before 
voting had started. But 
then once I realized that 
it was student-voted and 
teacher-voted. I thought, 
‘hey, why not go for this? 

Valedictorian Ethan Horst outside the school (left) and addressing 
his classmates June 23 at the EDSS convocation ceremony. 

Principal Brad Marsh spoke about the obstacles that the graduates 
overcame.

Liam Moyer receives the Colton Reid Kuepfer Memorial Award.

Class presidents Teesha Weber, Lucas Carson and Morgan Fleet are acknowledged at the ceremony. Bill Atwood
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Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Over the counter 
delivery available 
(Minimum $50 before 
tax order required)

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

positive mental health  
“I think the differ-

ences were particularly 
startling,” said Alison 
Pearson, manager of 
community engagement 
and planning for the Chil-
dren and Youth Planning 
Table.

“One of the benefits 
of disaggregating data is 
you get to see the story in 
a way that you couldn’t 
see it when everyone is 
grouped together. So we 
know that self assessed 
mental health is concern-
ing in general, for when 
we look at what young 
people told us in 2021 
about half of the group are 
feeling that their mental 
health is poor. And when 
we disaggregate we can 
see there are some notable 
differences between 
gender identities,” said 
Pearson.

According to Williams, 
transphobia is the 
main cause of the poor 
outcomes for transgender 
and non-binary youth.

“There is unfortunately 
a lot of transphobia 
happening in our commu-
nity. Sometimes it is 
happening in the homes 
where trans and non 
binary youth are living, 
sometimes it’s happening 
in schools that they’re 
attending and it has a 
significant impact on their 
wellness and mental well 
being,” he said.

This is potentially very 

dangerous for the youth, 
Williams added. 

“Trans youth who are 
not able to be themselves 
in their homes are not 
necessarily safe. Some-
times they don’t come 
out because they’re aware 
that their home is not 
going to be a safe place. So 
they’re often internalizing 
a lot of things that they’re 
hearing. When parents or 
guardians may not know 
that they even identify as 
trans,” he explained.

Cait Glasson, who is 
transgender woman, said 
she went through simi-
lar experiences with her 
mental health. However, 
being transgender is not 
the cause of her mental 
illness.

“My mental health is 
impaired to this day – it’s 
never really recovered. 
Transness itself isn’t 
bad. It’s other people’s 
reactions to [those who 
are] trans that makes life 
hard. It’s nothing internal. 
To me, that makes being 
trans hard. It’s how every-
body else reacts around 
me,” said Glasson.

“It’s because of people’s 
reactions to how I’m 
treated because I’m a trans 
person, especially as an 
out trans person, which I 
am,” she said.

While there has been 
increased acceptance of 
trans people there has also 
been more pushback and 
transphobia, Williams 
said.

“I think legislatively 
with respect to rights and 
with respect to culture, 
and social acceptance, 
trans and non-binary 
people are probably 20 
years behind where gay 
and lesbian people are. So 
though we’ve come very 
far and there is a lot more 
visibility, there’s a lot more 
work to be done before 
there’s true acceptance 
and people are feeling 
really welcomed and have 
a good sense of belonging 
in the community,” 

Glasson agreed and 
pointed to the fact that it 
has only been five years 
since gender identity and 
expression was added as a 
protected group to Cana-
da’s Human Rights Act. 

“It’s going to keep 
changing. And people can 
either fight that change, 
or they can accept it and 
realize that it doesn’t 
affect what I do with my 
life and doesn’t actually 
affect anybody else’s life. 
All I ask for as a stranger, is 
they give me the respect of 
treating me as the woman 
I am,” she said.

Education is the key to 
overcoming transphobia, 
says Williams.

“Whether that’s at busi-
nesses or organizations, 
or at schools, people need 
to be aware of who trans 
people are and the issues 
that are facing them,” 

Glasson agreed.
“Hopefully we can 

continue by education to 

reach those people whose 
transphobia comes from 
ignorance, as opposed 
to those people whose 
ignorance comes from 
transphobia.”

Respondents to the 
survey also said that they: 
(by percentage) 

Feel isolated
Boys: 24.4
Girls: 30.9
Other identity: 48.8

Feel lonely
Boys: 23.7
Girls: 38.5
Other identity: 65

Feel free to express them-
selves with family

Boys: 75.7
Girls: 66.5
Other identity: 29.3

Their family tries to help 
them

Boys: 86.4
Girls: 81.4
Other identity: 63.4

Their family is willing to 
help them make decisions 

Boys: 89.5
Girls: 87.7
Other identity: 70.7

Feel sad and hopeless
Boys: 40
Girls: 55.6
Other identity: 80.5

Experience discrimina-
tion and bullying

Boys: 3.1 
Girls: 4.6
Other Identity: 65.9 

Mayor Sandy Shantz 
called the vandalism “very 
disappointing” to taxpay-
ers, who are on the hook 
for the costs.

Expressing some 
concerns about video 
surveillance that ulti-
mately led him to oppose 
the move, Merlihan asked 
if recreation staff had 
found similar uses of 

cameras in other munici-
palities.

In response, van der 
Hoff said police had 
identified only one other 
example: Victoria Park in 
Kitchener.

Along with the steps 
taken, Woolwich will 
look at a public-educa-
tion campaign to counter 
future vandalism, said 
municipal clerk Jeff Smith.

SURVEY: Transphobia is the main cause of poor outcomes, says expert
→ FROM 3

VANDALISM: Township eyes public 
education campaign to counter acts

→ FROM 1

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

COMMUNITY EXPERTS 
ADVOCATING FOR THE 
cleanup of the Canaga-
gigue Creek are disap-
pointed with the most 
recent development in 
communications with 
Lanxess’ main environ-
mental consultant about 
tackling known hotspots.

Lanxess staff have 
completed a draft of their 
human health and ecolog-
ical risk assessment of the 
creek’s watershed earlier 
this year. Once finalized, 
the document will guide 
the amount and type 
of risk that is accepted 
to be in the creek, and 
the actions taken by the 
chemical company to 
address it.

Members of the Tech-
nical Advisory Group, 
a Woolwich-appointed 
body of experts who 
monitor the compa-
ny’s progress with the 
creek, submitted their 

comments on the draft 
risk assessment in the 
spring. Their comments 
included the request for 
the removal of the known 
hotspots in the creek.

The hotspots are 
mapped, defined areas 
where the level of toxins 
present in the sediment 
greatly exceeds the prov-
ince’s safety standards.

Staff from Stantec, the 
environmental consult-
ing company hired by 
Lanxess to oversee the 
creek project, responded 
to TAG’s request. They 
said the hotspots are 
outside the scope of the 
risk assessment and the 
process of removing them 
could be dangerous to 
flora and fauna.

Lanxess spokesper-
son Michael Mackin had 
previously communicated 
the same message to The 
Observer.

“In some cases, cleanup 
can cause additional 
unintended consequences 
and further negative 

impacts than if the area 
were left alone,” Mackin 
said via email.

“The advantages and 
disadvantages of remedia-
tion (of the hotspots) need 
to be balanced and eval-
uated outside the human 
health and ecological 

risk assessment process, 
given that from a risk 
assessment perspective, 
targeted remediation of 
this area was not recom-
mended,” said the report.

Susan Bryant has 
been advocating for the 
cleanup of the Canaga-

Community experts say Lanxess is not doing enough 
 to address contaminated hotspots in Canagagigue Creek

gigue Creek for decades. 
She made her disappoint-
ment with the response 
known at last week’s 
Technical Advisory Group 
meeting.  

 “I believe that TAG has 
asked for the very most 
meagre, doable reme-
diation. Not dredge the 
creek, not stop possible 
sources that we may 
know about on the site. 
But simply the removal 
of a limited number of 
hotspots, all of limited 
extent. That’s it.

“I had expected the risk 
assessment to delineate 
these areas for cleanup 
but this response to TAG’s 
comments suggests that 
nothing need be done 
about these deposits, 
which science tells us 
are there, of persistent 
bioaccumulative toxins 
measuring orders of 
magnitude above accept-
able levels. To me that is 
just not acceptable.”

Tiffany Svensson, chair 
of the committee, had a 

similar response.
“I wouldn’t be going 

out on a limb to say that 
you’re echoing a number 
of other sentiments in our 
committee but, I will say 
I myself was very disap-
pointed in this.”  

She said she believes 
that Stantec staff are, 
“restricting what they’re 
commenting on to the 
very strictest scientific 
scopes of work that 
they’re doing, and so 
going outside of what 
their risk assessment 
statistical analysis says is 
what they’re not prepared 
to do.

“But that does not mean 
that we can’t continue to 
make the request for what 
we’d like to see done,” she 
said.

TAG members, as well 
as Lanxess and Stantec 
staff are still waiting for 
comments on the draft 
human health and ecolog-
ical risk assessment from 
the provincial ministry of 
environment.

Contaminant levels are high enough in places to prompt warnings 
not to eat fish caught in the creek. Leah Gerber
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JUNE 22

8:24 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of an attempted 
theft from a motor vehicle 
in Wellesley Township. 
At approximately 2 a.m. 
that morning, an unknown 
suspect attempted to enter 
a vehicle parked at a resi-
dence on Reiner Crescent 
in Wellesley. The suspect is 
described as white female 
wearing a mask, a hooded 
top, dark pants and white 
shoes. Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to call 
police or Crime Stoppers.

8:34 AM | Police received 
a similar report that some-
time between 2:30 a.m. 
and 3 a.m., two unknown 
suspects entered a vehi-
cle parked at a residence 
on Crab Apple Court in 
Wellesley. The suspects 
also used a garage door 
opener located in the vehi-
cle to gain access. Noth-
ing was stolen from the 
vehicle or garage. The two 
suspects were observed 
running away from the 
area. Anyone with infor-
mation or video footage 
is asked to call police or 
Crime Stoppers.

8:00 PM | A member of 
the Wellington County 
OPP stopped the driver of 
a blue sedan on Second 
Line, Guelph/Eramosa. As a 
result of the investigation, 
a 24-year-old driver from 
Brampton was charged 
with ‘fail to apply for permit 
on becoming owner,’ ‘use 
altered plate,’ ‘obstruct 
plate,’ ‘fail to surrender 
licence’ and ‘G1 driver 
- unaccompanied (by 
licenced driver)’ contrary 
to the Highway Traffic 
Act and ‘operate a motor 

Waterloo Regional 
Police have launched a 
new technology it says 
will improve and enhance 
communication with 
residents.

The new technology, 
called SPIDR Tech, is a 
software that automati-
cally sends customized 
text messages to victims 
of crime or community 
residents who report 
crime, as well as surveys 
to measure community 
trust and satisfaction 
with the police service.

WRPS is one of the first 
police services in Canada 
to implement SPIDR 
Tech, which includes a 
pilot project testing the 
technology until the fall 
with plans for full imple-
mentation thereafter, 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Waterloo Regional Police partner with SPIDR 
Tech to enhance communication with residents

the organization said in a 
release.

As of June 27, auto-
mated text messages will 
be sent to community 
residents who report 
break-and-enter inci-
dents (residential and 
commercial) or motor-ve-
hicle collisions on an SMS 
enabled device. Once a 
report is received, the 
person who completed 
the report will receive a 
text message with infor-
mation about their report 
including confirmation 
the report was received, 
the occurrence number, 
updates on officer arrival, 
as well as follow-up 
surveys to determine 
level of satisfaction with 
the service they received.

“Our communications 

centre receives nearly 
800 9-1-1 calls every 
day. By leveraging the 
SPIDR tech platform, we 
can reduce the amount of 
calls to our communica-
tions centre requesting 
police report updates. 
Safety is our top priority. 
Reducing these types 
of non-emergency calls 
to our communications 
centre means those who 
truly need our help can 
get it as fast as possible,” 
said Chief Bryan Larkin.

SPIDR Tech was 
created by a Califor-
nia-based company of 
former law enforcement 
officers to help police 
services improve commu-
nication, transparency 
and service delivery to 
the public, police say.

vehicle without insurance’ 
contrary to the Compulsory 
Automobile Insurance Act.

9:00 PM | Wellington 
County OPP stopped the 
driver of a blue sedan 
on Wellington Road 19, 
Centre Wellington. As a 
result of the investigation, 
a 22-year-old driver from 
Centre Wellington, was 
charged with ‘operate 
a motor vehicle without 
insurance’ contrary to the 
Compulsory Automobile 
Insurance Act.

11:00 PM | A Welling-
ton County OPP officer 
observed a blue coupe 
travelling well above the 
posted 80km/h speed 
limit on Wellington Road 
7, Elora. As a result of the 
investigation, a 22-year-
old driver from Mississauga 
was charged with ‘racing a 
motor vehicle - excessive 
speed’ and ‘drive no-per-
mit.’ The defendant is 
scheduled to appear at the 
provincial offences court in 
Guelph at a later date.

11:45 PM | A member of 
the Wellington County OPP 
observed a black motor-
cycle travelling well above 
the posted 80km/h speed 
limit on Wellington Road 
7, Elora. As a result of the 
investigation, a 25-year-
old driver from Drayton 
was charged with ‘racing a 
motor vehicle - excessive 
speed.’ The defendant is 
scheduled to appear at the 
provincial offences court in 
Guelph at a later date.

JUNE 24

7:02 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a theft of car 
keys from a location on 

St. Charles Street East in 
Woolwich Township. The 
male suspect engaged in 
a verbal dispute with the 
victim before getting into 
the victim’s parked car and 
stealing the vehicle keys. 
The suspect male then left 
the area at a high rate of 
speed in his vehicle. The 
suspect’s vehicle was a 
red Kia. The investigation 
is ongoing. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

JUNE 26

6:08 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a break-in at a 
business on Eldale Road in 
Elmira. It is believed that at 
around 5 a.m., the suspect 
broke into the business 
and stole an undisclosed 
amount of cash and 
merchandise. The suspect 
is believed to have fled the 
area in a red vehicle. The 
investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. 

9:13 AM | Police received 
a report of a break-in 
at a business on Earl 
Martin Drive in Elmira. 
Through investigation, 
police determined that at 
approximately 8 a.m. the 
suspect forced entry into 
the business. No property 
was taken, however. The 
business suffered some 
property damage during 
the incident. The investi-
gation is ongoing. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.

Emergency crews responded to a collision at the intersection of Sawmill Road and Northfield Drive 
in Conestogo around 10:30 a.m. on June 23.  Bill Atwood

Firefighters responded to Union Street in Elmira on June 24 after a truck inadvertently downed power 
lines. Bill Atwood

Breslau and Maryhill firefighters responded to a small fire in an abandon house near Woolwich and 
Victoria streets in Breslau on June 23. The flames were out before crews arrived. Bill Atwood
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “This recycled Trump Administration execu-
tive order doesn’t mean what it purports to say. 
... Polievre’s threat is an effective dog-whis-
tle – a message intended to shore up the 
support of the Conservative Party of Cana-
da’s far-right base while fooling the rest of us.”
Writer David Climenhaga on Conservative leadership 
candidate Pierre Poilievre’s pledge to force Canadian 
universities to “protect free speech” by withholding federal 
research grants.

Nearly one-quarter of young Canadi-
ans (23%) surveyed said they do not 
see the point of saving/investing in this 
economic environment; 30% of Cana-
dians aged 18-34 are feeling they will 
need to rely on their own children for 
financial support when they get older. 
Economic Future Survey

Verbatim The Monitor

On hold during the pandemic, Canada Day cele-
brations are back on the table this year. 

That would be a more enjoyable turn of events 
if not for the fact we’ve replaced pandemic dread 

with inflation dread. ‘It’s summertime and the livin’ is easy’ 
seems a little less applicable just now.

The usual summer long-weekend activities have taken a 
hit. From a drive out to the lake – have you seen the price of 
gasoline? – to the family barbecue – have you seen the prices 
at the supermarket? – many of the usual outlets have given us 
pause for thought.

Let’s face it, the Canada Day holiday is much more about 
summer festivities than about patriotism. And that’s typi-
cally a good thing, especially in comparison to the fervour 
on display south of the border when it comes to the similarly 
timed national celebrations. 

Just three days apart, the countrywide birthday parties in 
Canada and the US always have a decidedly different flavour. 
While our American neighbours make much of their Inde-
pendence Day festivities – they are not shy about flying their 
colours – we Canadians are usually more reserved.

In years past, the anniversary of our country’s founding 
has, often as not, been seen as just another statutory holiday 
– ideally leading to a long weekend, as is the case this year.

Yet there are signs that is changing. Although nothing akin 
to the red-white-and-blue flag wavers, anecdotal evidence 
suggests we are displaying the maple leaf more often than 
we used to – more homes, business and even cars appear 
decorated with the flag, and not just leading up to July 1. 
And that’s in a good way, not the version co-opted in the 
ill-considered and counterproductive truck rally inflicted on 
Ottawa.

There is a danger, of course, in putting too much weight 
on “not being Americans” – that is no way to form a strong 
national identity. Still, there appears to be a welcome 
window of opportunity for our (usually self-serving) leaders 
to encourage this pride, to promote some of the “can-do” 
mentality that makes up the attractive part of American 
patriotism. And without some of the over-the-top jingoism 
that clouds the issue – a development likely held in check 
here by our inherent politeness and pragmatism.

Both Canadians and Americans have fewer reasons to 
celebrate these days given the financial and political mess 
in both countries – much worse to the south, of course. Still, 
perhaps that’s a reason for citizens to enjoy the holiday, put 
the politics on hold for a day or two, and reflect on what’s 
really important before coming back to reality with a fresh 
perspective on what politicians and their paymasters have 
done to our quality of life.

In Canada, we’re in better shape than the US, and have the 
luxury of watching the meltdown there at a distance. Ameri-
cans are angry. So are we, though not to the same extent. And 
our outlets for anger are fewer and much less shrill. What’s 
playing out next door could be a version of our future. Go 
beyond the “entertainment” value of the likes of Fox News 
and the MAGA crowd to see just what politics has become 
in the US, and what it’s threatening to become here. Dumb. 
Partisan. Bereft of policies. And the opposite of an engaged 
citizenry, despite the populist trappings.

The problems in the US, and to a lesser extent in Canada, are 
complex. Partisan sniping and sloganeering won’t help. Appar-
ently, that’s the best we can do. That’s why we have pundits 
yelling on TV. Ersatz politicians using crass platitudes. And 
issues reduced to the lowest common denominator.

It’s something for us to reflect on here as we appear set 
to head down that road. Barring that kind of introspection, 
perhaps we should simply be thankful for the benefits we 
take pleasure in as Canadians – including the chance to make 
much-needed improvements – and try to enjoy ourselves this 
Canada Day weekend.

Trying to enjoy Canada Day 
despite the ongoing hurdles

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

There was a rare moment 
of grace in Israeli politics 

last week, as Prime Minister 
Naftali Bennett and Foreign 
Minister Yair Lapid announced 
they would dissolve their 
extraordinary coalition and 
pitched Israel into its fifth 
election in three and a half 
years. 

The coalition was extraordi-
nary because it included such 
a broad spectrum of political 
conviction in Israel, from 
right-wing pro-settler parties 
like Bennett’s Yamina to 
centre-left Yesh Atid (Lapid’s 
party) and even, for the first 
time ever, an Islamic party, the 
United Arab List.

The moment of grace was 
the loyalty and even friendship 
shown by Bennett and Lapid, 
political and ideological oppo-
nents who rose above the bitter 
divisions of a fragmented 
Israeli political scene char-
acterised by defections and 
betrayals.

They did not blame each 
other for the coalition’s 
collapse. They treated each 
other with respect. Bennett 
even kept his word to share the 
top job in rotation with Lapid, 
who will become prime minis-
ter of the transitional govern-
ment for the months between 
now and the next election, 
probably in late October.

“They are political rivals 

In Israel, it’s all about Bibi
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

who were wise enough to 
create a rare partnership, 
almost utopian by Israeli 
political standards. They 
began nicely and ended even 
better. We were as dreamers 
– is this Israel, or Denmark?,” 
wrote ‘Haaretz’ journalist Yossi 
Verter. But these two men 
apart, it’s Israel. Definitely 
Israel.

The eight-party coalition 
had one unifying princi-
ple: to stop ‘Bibi’ (Binyamin 
Netanyahu, prime minister 
for most of the past 25 years) 
from coming back to power 
yet again. It could only work 
by concentrating on social 
issues (where there was some 
agreement) while preserving 
the status quo on ‘security’, 
settler violence and Palestin-
ian rights.

Even so, the attempt to hold 
such a spectacularly diverse 
coalition together was ulti-
mately sunk by the defections 
of members who felt morally 
compromised by working 
with people of such radically 
different views. It only had 62 
members of the Knesset out of 
120 to start with, and just three 
MKs quitting, one at a time, 
destroyed its parliamentary 

majority.
So will Netanyahu be back 

in power again after October? 
He’s still on trial for breach of 
trust, accepting bribes, and 
fraud, but the coalition didn’t 
get around to banning people 
on trial for felonies from 
becoming prime minister, so 
it’s certainly possible.

That was why Netanyahu 
strove so hard to bring the 
coalition down, getting the 
opposition to vote against 
every single coalition measure. 
The Knesset and the country 
are so evenly balanced that any 
reshuffle of the deck is another 
chance to win.

Netanyahu even got his 
allies in the Knesset to vote 
against another five-year 
extension of the regulation 
that places Jewish settlers in 
the West Bank under Israeli 
civil law, not the military law 
that controls life for Arabs in 
the occupied territories.

That normally goes through 
automatically, without debate, 
but Netanyahu’s Likud Party 
and its allies voted against 
it despite the fact they are 
pro-settler parties. Bibi knew 
that the four Arab members 
of the coalition government 
couldn’t bring themselves to 
vote for the settlers having 
special rights, so the measure 
failed and the coalition fell.

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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Editor's 
Point of View

Homelessness is a problem we want dealt with ... out of sight

subsidized housing.
It’s for that reason that 

they’ve ended up where 
they are.

Such homeless people 
are among those who 
might otherwise be 
considered chronically 
homeless, as opposed 
to those in short-term 
need, what’s classified as 
episodic homelessness. 
The latter group is more 
likely to be served by 
longer-term plans to create 
more affordable housing 
in the true sense, with rent 
geared to income.

Those dealing with drug 
addictions and mental 
health issues pose a more 
stubborn problem for the 
traditional, bureaucratic 
system.

Figures from 2018 put 
the number of individu-
als experiencing chronic 

homelessness in Waterloo 
Region at 175, with the 
same number deemed 
episodically homeless. 
On an average day, there 
are 242 people occupying 
shelter beds, almost half 
of whom are among the 
chronically homeless. 
Another 40 people are 
unsheltered at any given 
time – it’s from among 
those people that ABTC 
draws residents.

A Statistics Canada 
study from last year 
suggests homelessness in 
Ontario has been wors-
ening over time, has been 
affecting younger cohorts, 
and has shifted geographi-
cally to smaller but rapidly 
growing municipalities 
– the likes of the region’s 
urban areas.

Shelters are the front-
line of the homelessness 
issue. Short-term solutions 
emerge at times, often 
sponsored by church 
groups that provides the 
kind of drop-in food-

and-shelter services we 
associate with street 
people, serving meals and 
providing overnight shel-
ter. Staffed by volunteers, 
they provide services from 
different locations on a 
rotating schedule.

At a broader level, the 
rising home costs we’re 
all familiar with have an 
impact on affordable hous-
ing. The price increases 
ripple through the entire 
economy, doing the most 
harm to the disadvan-
taged.

Just because the region 
is deemed relatively afflu-
ent and has made a strong 
push for social housing – 
there’s a goal to eliminate 
homelessness by mid-de-
cade – that doesn’t mean 
there isn’t still much work 
to be done.

While you won’t find 
people wandering up and 
down Arthur Street in 
Elmira or Woolwich Street 
in Breslau pushing a shop-
ping cart, for instance, 

addressing the homeless-
ness issue goes beyond the 
street-level symptoms. Of 
those on the streets, the 
most visible are those who 
suffer from mental illness. 
That situation requires 
special attention and 
raises the kind of concerns 
that have been raised 
about A Better Tent City.

As the shelter numbers 
indicate, however, much 
of the homelessness goes 
beyond the most troubled 
among us. Most can be 
directly linked to poverty: 
people lose their hous-
ing, and end up in a crisis 
situation.

Building afford-
able housing is part of 
the solution. So too is 
providing a living wage, 
enabling people to cover 
the cost of shelter and 
other expenses. Currently, 
there is a significant gap 
between what low-wage 
earners can afford to pay 
for housing and average 
rental rates in the region. 

Based on the assumption 
“affordable” means paying 
30 per cent of one’s income 
for housing, someone 
earning minimum wage 
is increasingly out of luck. 
And it’s readily apparent 
that housing is increas-
ingly unaffordable for a 
large percentage of the 
general population.

Providing more housing 
for low-income residents 
costs money, an expense 
some people balk at. But 
there’s a pragmatic side 
to such measures: it’s far 
cheaper to find someone 
long-term housing than 
to pay for the police and 
health-care services that 
street people require. It’s 
expensive to scoop them 
up off the street and throw 
them in jail. That cost 
jumps even higher if an 
ambulance comes along 
and takes them for a stay 
in hospital or psychiatric 
ward. It’s up to 10 times the 
cost.

The only alternative 
would be to ignore them 
altogether, other than 
police involvement 
should they do anything 
to interfere with the lives 
of taxpayers – essentially 
leaving them to fate. As 
that’s not an option, the 
best course would be to 
reduce the impact on 
government coffers – 
something of a win-win 
situation, if you look at it 
in the right light.

That’s a bit more 
difficult, naturally, when 
housing prices are beyond 
the reach of many, rents 
are skyrocketing and 
inflation is making staples 
a burden, let alone the cost 
of any indulgences. We 
have our own problems, 
and perhaps less inclina-
tion to worry about those 
of others.

There’s also a certain 
amount of NIMBY-ism at 
play, of course, as is the 
case with many social 
problems most of us 
support solving ... just out 
of sight and out of mind.More politicized than in past years, the flag takes back its traditional role coming together to celebrate on July 1.

Having planned to evict 
homeless people 

living in a tent encamp-
ment in Kitchener by today 
(June 30), Waterloo Region 
officials have backed 
down, taking refuge in the 
court process to help quell 
public backlash.

There are more than 
50 tents set up on a piece 
land at the corner of 
Victoria and Weber streets. 
Arrangements have been 
made to provide those 
squatting there with 
services, from washrooms 
to security, at government 
expense. 

Residents were served 
notice earlier this month of 
the pending eviction. Now, 
that move is on hold.

Regional officials are 
caught in a no-win situa-
tion. They face pressure 
from advocates saying 
municipalities should do 
more for the homeless, 
but also from people in the 
neighbourhood worried 
about increased crime 
and concerns about rising 
costs.

There’s also criticism 
about the lack of transpar-
ency, with the fault for that 
lying 100 per cent with the 
region.

The issue itself remains 
intractable, however, tied 
to a variety of problems – 
rampant growth, housing 
shortages, addiction, 
falling standards of living 
– with no easy solution or 
no political will to solve.

The situation is worse 
today than even a year 
ago when Woolwich was 
grappling with the bid by 
A Better Tent City (ABTC) 
to set up shop on a piece 
of land in the Breslau area. 
Higher housing prices and 
rampant inflation are driv-
ing up the cost of living for 
everybody, hitting hardest 
the most vulnerable.

As advocates note, 
many of those left home-
less require addiction 
services and a variety of 
supports just not available 
in conventional shelters or 
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Up the creek ain’t the reality of the situation

stationary by paddling 
furiously upstream with 
your hands – until you tire 
and finally end up at what-
ever lake the creek or river 
feeds into. Hopefully, once 
there, you will wash up on 
some forlorn shore and be 
found by rescuers within a 
day or two.

Rest assured, it’s not 
always that pleasant. 
More often than not, 
you will find yourself in 
what experts like myself 
refer to as a Class II Down 
the Creek. The general 
requirements of this are a 
flow fast enough to deter 
ducks from loitering, 
several small waterfalls 
(defined as having a 
vertical drop of 10 feet or 
less) preceded by several 
rocks with what appear to 
be lengthy human claw 
marks on them.

So far, what I have 
described is what we 

experienced paddleless 
canoers refer to as “mere 
child’s play.”

Things get really inter-
esting with a “Class III 
Down the Creek.” This is 
similar to a Class II Down 
the Creek, except for the 
fact that the current is so 
deafening that those you 
left on shore can not hear 
you screaming, “Throw 
me a #@$! rope!” Also, the 
claw marks in the rocks are 
sometimes as much as a 
half-inch deep. The good 
news is that the waterfall 
at the end will drop you 
down to calmer waters 
where you can often 
be rescued by the crew 
members of vessels such 
as “Maid of the Mist.”

Now, a Class IV Down 
the Creek is something 
that should only be 
attempted by experienced 
paddleless enthusiasts. 
For it entails roaring 
water, eventual laryngi-
tis, playing pinball off of 
several rocks, a demon-
strable need for a change 
of shorts, blood-curdling 

descents down several 
high waterfalls backwards, 
the spontaneous creation 
of new curse words, 
running the gauntlet 
between an irate cow and 
calf moose on the one slow 
stretch, and finally getting 
beached on some yet 
uncharted desert island – 
only to find that you had 
the paddles in the canoe 
all along. 

Finally, there is the Class 
V Down the Creek, which 
is similar to the Class IV 
except that the proponent 
forgot the canoe too. And 
take it from me, that’s 
embarrassing.

The point is, there is no 
“Up the Creek without a 
paddle” unless it is being 
uttered by the person 
down the creek from you 
who is wondering why 
you are changing shorts 
instead of paddling your 
canoe through the white 
water.

But you know, even 
then, you will eventually 
be down the creek without 
a paddle.

Of all the outdoorsy 
sayings we use in our 

everyday conversation, 
perhaps none is more 
inaccurate than “up the 
creek without a paddle.” 
I can personally attest to 
this.

I’m not sure where this 
misconception came 
from, but I happen to be 
one of the world’s leading 
authorities on getting into 
a canoe or raft and then, 
two to three seconds later, 
realizing that my paddles 
are still on shore. And 
not once have I ever been 
upstream of them when 
this occurred to me.

Therefore, if we want to 
becompletely accurate, we 
should probably use the 
phrase, “Down the creek 
without a paddle.” 

Not to get too technical, 
but there are different 
levels of down the creek. 

For instance, your 
Standard Down the Creek 
consists of merely a being 
moved along by a current 
so slow that you can 
almost keep the canoe 

Russian voters had their first 
independent presidential 
election on June 16, 1996.

Swapping relish for 
horseradish and chili pepper is 
the only difference between 
Russian dressing and 
Thousand Island dressing.

Russian dressing got it’s name 
when inventor James E. 
Colburn added vodka to thin 
the sauce in 1910.

 ↆ LAST WEEK: 
 
Truth: In the US they are literally celebrating the colour “pink” and 
encouraged to wear something pink and give to organizations 
associated with pink like breast cancer research, or LGBTQ 
organizations. 
 
Truth: Pink has been known to suppress anger and anxiety and 
have an overall calming effect. It is often used in mental health care 
institutions and even prisons to help create a sense of calm. 
 
Lie: Terminations notices were printed on pink paper so that it would 
stand out from other paperwork the employee receives. The origin of 
the pink slip also goes back to the Ford Motor Company use of white 
and pink slips indicating whether or not you were invited back to work 
the following day. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

www.k-transit.com
519-669-4533 or 1-800-461-1355

SPECIALIZED
SERVICE

for Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot Townships

Charitable #13447 4410 RR0001

  

  Shopping
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Social activities

Meetings
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Recreation
Employment

Actually, everything 
political in Israel is ulti-
mately about the settlers 
and the occupation now, 
and the country is split 
down the middle with 
almost surgical precision. 
That’s why it was so hard 
to make an anti-Bibi coali-
tion, but it’s just as hard to 
form a pro-Bibi one.

Few people realised that 
this was the future they 
were creating when Israel 

won the 1967 war and 
conquered substantial 
Arab-populated territo-
ries in the West Bank, the 
Gaza Strip and the Golan 
Heights.

Between the 1948 war, 
when most Arabs fled or 
were driven from what 
then became Israel, and 
the Six-Day War of 1967, 
about 8 per cent of Israel’s 
population was Jewish. 
After Israel’s victory in 
that war, about half the 

population on the land 
now controlled by Israel 
was Arab and either 
Muslim or Christian.

That is still the case 
today, although the Gaza 
Strip has been turned into 
an open-air prison that is 
technically not in Israel. 
So unless you are plan-
ning to give the occupied 
territories back, you can 
have a democratic Israel 
where half the population 
is Arabs, or a Jewish Israel 

where half the population 
has no political rights.

That’s the choice that 
divides and paralyses the 
country, and there’s no 
decision on the hori-
zon. Bibi is the stan-
dard-holder for all those 
Israeli Jews who favour 
a bigger country but one 
where most Palestinian 
Arabs are not citizens, 
and he may be back in 
power by the end of the 
year.

→FROM 8

DYER: It’s difficult to maintain good, steadfast politics in divided Israel

observerxtra.com/letters

Write a letter to the 
editor and submit it 
online today.
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

BusinessBusiness With winter already in mind, Woolwich 
council this week approved an order for two 
new tandem snowplow vehicles, awarding 
a $753,000 tender to TEAM Truck Centre. 
That’s $153,000 over the budget estimate, 
a shift blamed on higher prices due to short-
ages and the fluctuating Canadian dollar. 
Delivery times are also pushed back, mean-
ing they won't be available this winter.

The Ontario BIA Association (OBIAA) 
has announced the digital transforma-
tion grant (DTG) program is now accept-
ing applications. With support from the 
province, the program provides up to 
$2,500 to qualifying brick-and-mortar 
small businesses to help cover the cost 
of adopting digital tools and technologies.
www.digitalmainstreet.ca/ontariogrants

Plowing up some cash Ontario BIA grants

Starts at the
Princess Twin

Uptown Waterloo
princesscinemas.com

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

GOVERNMENT POLI-
CIES REQUIRING MORE 
WASTE to be diverted 
from landfill sites are help-
ing fuel plans to double 
the size of a biogas plant in 
Elmira.

While the plant 
currently focuses on 
turning organic waste 
materials into methane 
for generating electric-
ity, the larger demand 
going forward will be for 

Increased demand has biogas facility looking to double in size
Efforts to divert more waste from landfills mean there’s more material to process at facilities such as the biogas plant in Elmira, which is looking to double its capacity. File photo

renewable natural gas 
(RNG), said company 
director Chuck Martin in 
a “heads-up” presenta-
tion to Woolwich council 
Monday night, adding a 
formal application is likely 
to be filed in the next two 
or three months.

The Woolwich Bio-En 
facility was sold last year 
to SBE Limited Partner-
ship, with the former 
continuing to operate the 
plant.

Martin noted the facility 
has been running since 

2014, “largely without the 
feared impacts” expressed 
by the community prior 
to its launch. He expects 
some concerns to emerge 
when the expansion bid is 
filed, particularly where 
truck traffic is concerned.

“If we double the size of 
the facility, there would 
be twice as many trucks 
coming in,” he said, noting 
there would be no need to 
adjust the current agree-
ment, which allows for up 
to 80 trucks per day.

“We’re not asking for 

any change in the truck-
ing.”

Currently, the plant 
averages 11 or 12 trucks per 
day – half arriving with 
organic materials, half 
leaving with the leftover 
material – digestate – that 
finds its way to farmers’ 
fields as fertilizer.

Even at double that 
number, the impact on 
local truck traffic would 
be minimal, said Martin, 
pointing to some 450 
heavy trucks a day passing 
through the downtown 

intersection of Arthur and 
Church streets.

“I think the concern 
is going to be trucking,” 
agreed Mayor Sandy 
Shantz.

The mayor noted 
concerns about truck traf-
fic underscore the need for 
an Elmira bypass route, 
currently under study by 
the Region of Waterloo but 
with a timeline beyond 
2041, “which is way too far 
in the future, to my mind.”

The possibility of 
increased odour controls 

was addressed by Coun. 
Patrick Merlihan, with 
Martin noting that odour 
and noise studies will be 
carried out as part of the 
clearances needed from 
the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment.

“I don’t believe there 
are any concerns on that 
front,” said Martin.

Technology has 
advanced since the biogas 
plant opened, allowing 
for improvements to the 
process, better screening 

→ BIOGAS 12

With market expanding for renewable natural gas, Elmira operation sees need to go beyond generating electricity
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OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Cows cannot reduce their  
own greenhouse gas emissions

of the raw materials for 
contaminants and better 
odour control, he said.

The facility will have 
to filter the methane 
produced to reduce 
sulphur and carbon 
dioxide before channel-
ling it into the natural gas 
pipeline.

In response to a ques-

tion from Coun. Larry 
Shantz, Martin explained 
that the current formula 
for judging the carbon 
impact finds RNG produc-
tion to be seven times 
more efficient than using 
the biogas to generate 
electricity.

“There’s quite a need 
for biogas capacity in the 
province,” he said, noting 

the demand is growing.
Likewise, conversion 

to renewable natural gas 
ranks higher than simply 
composting the organic 
materials given the use of 
the carbon energy from 
the materials, leaving 
behind nitrogen and phos-
phorous for fertilizer.

“We harvest the energy. 
Composting does not.”

→ FROM  11

BIOGAS: Company plans to submit formal request in the next few months
SBE will have to work 

with Enbridge to install 
a much larger gas line to 
carry the facility’s RNG 
into the natural gas pipe-
line.

The plant has some 12 
years still remaining on 
its provincial contract to 
provide electricity, though 
what happens after that 
remains to be determined.

‘hey, why not go for 
this? I’m sure people 
would want to hear me 
talk,’” he laughed.

The experience at EDSS 
was “overall, pretty fun.”

“Especially this last 
year was probably the 
best one. Just the most 
involvement [I’ve had] 
and I got to see a lot of 
friends again after the 
year that I hadn’t seen 
them, so it was pretty 
good.”

One thing that Horst 
became known for was 
doing raps whenever he 
had a multimedia assign-
ment.

“It started back in 
Grade 9 for an English 
assignment. We were 
reading Romeo and Juliet 
as one of our Shakespeare 
units, and our teacher 
introduced a media 
assignment and essen-
tially you just had to talk 
about the characters in 
any sort of way or form 
that you wanted. So I had 
the idea that I’d make a 
rap battle out of it with 
some other friends and 
we basically acted as if 
we were the characters – 
everyone loved it.

“As the years went on, I 

became more creative as I 
went through it, and I got 
better at it too. It was just 
enjoyable.

Horst plans on taking 
a gap year before return-
ing to school to pursue a 
career in sports media.

Leadership award 
winners included Jesse 
Chamberlain, Ashley 
Hiller, Alyssa Gadsby, 
Kyle Stirbetm, Kieran 
Stewart, Marissa Ging-
rich, Morgan Fleet, (who 
won two) Lucas Carson, 
Teesha Weber, Liam 
Eveleigh, Liam Moyer, 
Brydon Dickieson, Ethan 
Horst, Evelyne Jewitt-
Dyck, CJ Brubacher, 
Emmett Horne, Caitlin 
Kennedy and Jamie Craw-
ford.

Academic award 
winners included Jose-
phine Brown, Nicole 
Musselman, Sonia Snyder 
(who won two), Evelyne 
Jewitt-Dyck (also winning 
two), Kennedy Bradley, 
Holden Ford, Atticus 
Storey, Justin Martin, 
Christian Economides, 
Alyssa Ratthe, Georgia 
Cronin, Jessica Loreem, 
Rachel Brubacher, Lavon 
Eby, Amilya Wilson, 
Keaton Borutskie, Wade 
Ogram and Ashton Weber.

CONVOCATION: EDSS grads get 
ready to head out into the world

→ FROM 5

Ethan Horst was named valedictorian. Bill Atwood 

No doubt, we need to 
reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions. The world is 
heating up, and fingers are 
pointing at these emis-
sions as the main problem.

Agriculture is being 
blamed for its role in 
the problem. Cattle in 
particular are said to be a 
problem because they emit 
methane, a greenhouse 
gas, when they pass gas 
or burp – the latter being 
associated with their 
unique digestive system, 
which also allows them to 
eat grass and convert it to 
energy.

The beef sector is 
pushing back. It doesn’t 
disagree that cows emit 
some methane. But it 
thinks too much blame is 
being put on cattle.

It notes that cow manure 
on a pasture revitalizes 
the grass that the cows 
eventually eat. As a result, 
farmers and ranchers 
don’t have to fertilize their 
pastures with artificial 
fertilizer. The pasture is 
seldom tilled, if ever.

That means the soil 

sequesters carbon dioxide 
that the grass takes in and 
transfers to its roots. In 
this way, cattle are actually 
keeping greenhouse gas in 
check.

But if we’re going to 
reach greenhouse gas 
reduction targets, we have 
to stop pointing fingers 
and actually do something. 
After all, says University 
of Copenhagen researcher 
Henning Otte Hansen, 
“cows cannot reduce their 
own greenhouse gas emis-
sions.”

He’s keenly aware of the 
issue because Denmark, 
host country to this year’s 
International Federation 
of Agricultural Journal-
ists’ congress, has set 
some of the planet’s most 
ambitious greenhouse gas 
reduction goals.

And he thinks that 
instead of saying let’s 
reduce the number of 
cattle, people should 

intervene to help the cattle 
reduce their own environ-
mental footprint.

For example, can their 
feed be changed so when 
it’s digested its emissions 
are less of a problem?

Many researchers and 
companies think so. A 
Swiss-based company, 
DSM, has created a feed 
treatment that suppresses 
the enzyme that triggers 
methane production in 
the rumen and reduces 
emissions by about 30 per 
cent in dairy cows and up 
to 90 per cent in beef cows. 
It’s on the market now.

The United States 
Department of Agriculture 
is looking into how reusing 
brewer’s yeast can help.

Brewer’s yeast is used 
to make beer. It’s typically 
discarded once it’s no 
longer needed. But over 
the years, creative farmers 
and ranchers have found 
the leftover yeast can be 
mixed into livestock feed 
as an attractive source of 
protein and vitamins. 

Most lately, researchers 
found the yeast also results 

in the cows belching less 
methane into the air. 

They took samples of 
spent brewer’s yeast used 
to make six different kinds 
of beer at a North Carolina 
brewery, and added them 
to flasks containing live 
cultures of either meth-
ane- or ammonia-produc-
ing microbes. 

The samples showed a 
direct connection between 
the concentration of hops 
compounds in the spent 
yeast and the amount of 
gas produced.

Another Danish 
company, DLF Seeds, 
is working “heavily” 
on perennial livestock 
feed crops with higher 
digestibility, that will lead 
animals to produce less 
methane. DFL exports seed 
all over the world.

Says company CEO 
Truels Damsgaard: 
“When we look at the 
climatic challenges we 
are facing, it’s basically a 
new unknown in the plant 
breeding world.”

But what is known is that 
the cows need a hand.

 File photo
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A Woolwich
for Everyone

� Leadership
� Experience
� Informed
� Entrepreneur
� Authentic
� Communicator
� Vision
� Engaged
� Effective

merlihan4mayor2022

@PatMerlihan

/pat.merlihan

merlihan.com

pat@merlihan.com

Let’s Connect.

“I will continue to be active 
and engaged to create 
opportunities for residents 
and businesses here and 
within the region. Serving 
residents and improving all 
of our communities is my 
number one priority.”

A vision and commitment to work with residents 
across the township and region that connects our 
people, places and perspectives.

Book a meet up 
time online.

Learn more at: 
merlihan.com

Sign up for the 
Connected

Make a campaign 
donation.

Follow & share 
on social media.

#VoteMerlihan
for Mayor

Mark Schlueter in his garden, which backs on to Bolender Park, and Linda Brydon are preparing for next weekend’s Woolwich garden tour. Leah Gerber

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

THE GARDEN MARK 
SCHLUETER AND 
his wife Linda have 
spent years perfecting 
has something new to 
discover in every nook: 
a gargoyle resting in the 
sun, St. Francis with some 
animals, an unexpected 
gnome or a metal stork 
regularly splashing water 
into the pond. Schlueter 

Putting the finishing touches on this year’s garden tour
is participating in the 
Woolwich garden tour 
next weekend.

Schlueter and six other 
gardeners across the 
township of Woolwich 
are pulling out weeds, 
mulching, mowing, 
trimming and pruning 
as they prepare to host 
the community in their 
outdoor spaces.

This year’s tour features 
seven private gardens 
ranging in size from post-

age-stamp size to large 
acreages, says Barb Smith, 
the organizer of the event. 
Besides the gardens, it will 
also include the Elmira 
Nature Reserve, land that 
volunteers with Trees for 
Woolwich are working to 
restore and make into a 
pleasant greenspace for 
residents.

 “Some are very eclectic, 
some are very formal. Just 
whatever the homeowner 
wishes to do,” said Smith.

The point is to inspire 
visitors for their own 
gardens at home. Smith 
says this year none of the 
gardens are cared for by 
hired help (though she 
says one of the gardeners 
works for a landscaping 
business).

“People want to see 
what people can do with-
out expert help, so they’ll 
be glad to see that. They 
can get ideas for their own 
gardens. They’ll say, hey, 

if she can do it, I can do it,” 
said Smith.

The self-guided tour 
will run from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Saturday July 9. 
Tickets are $12 and can 
be bought by contacting 
Smith at barbs@rogers.
com or by phone at 
519-580-7684.

Funds raised will 
support the Woolwich 
Gardeners activities 
which include taking 
care of flower beds and 

hanging baskets down-
town, hosting educational 
workshops and lectures, 
funding a scholarship 
for a student studying a 
subject related to horticul-
ture and other causes.

“I think people will 
enjoy it, enjoy the tour. 
It’s always a great day to 
get out and see what’s in 
somebody else’s backyard 
and get some ideas for 
your own backyard,” said 
Smith.
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DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  
• PROPANE 
   EXCHANGE 
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

390 Arthur St. S., Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.2015

(Hwy 86 & Rd. 21)

• Meals on Wheels
• Rides to medical

appointments 
• Day programs
• Social Programs
• Exercises
• Friendly visiting

• Dining programs
• Homemaking and 

outdoor maintenance
• Support with 

hospital discharge
• Information and 

rererral

519.664.1900 | 1.855.664.1900

www.communitycareconcepts.ca 
COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS

Happy 
Canada 
Day!

Helping Seniors live independently

64 Howard Ave., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.1461

ECRA/ESA# 7000404

Industrial, Commercial and Residential
Electrical contracting and maintenance

22 Church St. W., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5537

Mon. -  Sat. 8am - 6pm, Sun. 11am - 4pm

HAPPY 
CANADA 
DAY!

 Fax 519-669-3981 | elmirahhstore@gmail.com 

JOIN OUR TEAM – to learn more about our 
job opportunities visit TBCA.ca

Proud to be part of Woolwich Community

CANADA DAY
W o o l w i c h  C e l e b r a t e s

JULY 1st, 2022
Woolwich Memorial Centre (24 Snyder Avenue South, Elmira)

Entertainment & Activities 
12-4pm

� Live music by Danica & Jack 
� Kids Corner
� Family Zumba 
� Magic & Juggling Lessons 

� Magic Show by Theatricks
� Elmira Fire Department
� Dance Performance by 

Encore Dance Studio

� Storytime & Craft with the 
Region of Waterloo Library

� Storybook Walk 
� Antique Car Show

FREE Public Swims 
11am-12:30pm & 12:30-2pm

Sponsored by: Good Auto Parts 
& Township of Woolwich Council

Pre-registration strongly encouraged. 
Opens on Monday June 27th @ 6:30am 

Happy Canada Day!

Leaders in Community Service

Lions Hall – Lions Resource Centre 
Lions Park – Lions Memorial Forest
Lions Recreational Trails – Lake Trail 

Ring Trail – Kissing Bridge Trail

Celebrate 
Canada Day 

with us!
Music 4-7pm

Huge Fireworks Display
&

Celebrate 

3006 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg | TEL: 519.699.4413

Welc
e Back!

 

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

•33 Industrial Dr., Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.1591

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties

Turkeys
Ready-to-lay-pullets

18 Arthur St. N., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.2561

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

6344 Line 86, RR#1 West Montrose   | 519-669-2129

Swimming Pools • Canoeing on the Grand • Fishing
Children's Play Area • Walk to Covered Bridge

Driving distance to MANY more activities & amenities

www.WESTMONTROSECAMP.com

West
Montrose
Family Camp

2 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 226.600.3502

ELMIRA

Premium Olive Oils 
& Balsamic Vinegars, 

Gourmet Food Shoppe 
& Gift Emporium 

Come in for a

TASTING 
EXPERIENCE!

Have a Safe and Happy Canada Day

 ••3044 Sawmill Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.3711

 Elmira | TEL: 

CANADA 
DAY CLOSED 

JULY 1ST

Wellesley, Ontario | TEL: 519-656-3083

leis@bellnet.ca | www.murrayleisconstuction.com

284 Union St., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5040

HAPPY CANADA DAY!

HAPPY CANADA DAY!

75 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5655www.woolwich.ca | TEL: 519.669.1647

Happy Canada Day!

•21 Industrial Dr., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.2884
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Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties

Turkeys
Ready-to-lay-pullets

18 Arthur St. N., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.2561

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  
• PROPANE 
   EXCHANGE 
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

390 Arthur St. S., Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.2015

(Hwy 86 & Rd. 21)

• Meals on Wheels
• Rides to medical

appointments 
• Day programs
• Social Programs
• Exercises
• Friendly visiting

• Dining programs
• Homemaking and 

outdoor maintenance
• Support with 

hospital discharge
• Information and 

rererral

519.664.1900 | 1.855.664.1900

www.communitycareconcepts.ca 
COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS

Happy 
Canada 
Day!

Helping Seniors live independently

 519.669.5790  |  observerxtra.com

64 Howard Ave., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.1461

ECRA/ESA# 7000404

Industrial, Commercial and Residential
Electrical contracting and maintenance

104 Bonnie Crs. Unit 1, Elmira | TEL: 519.669.0264

22 Church St. W., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5537

Mon. -  Sat. 8am - 6pm, Sun. 11am - 4pm

HAPPY 
CANADA 
DAY!

 Fax 519-669-3981 | elmirahhstore@gmail.com 

JOIN OUR TEAM – to learn more about our 
job opportunities visit TBCA.ca

Proud to be part of Woolwich Community

Bonnie’onnie’Bonnie’B sonnie’sonnie’
Chick Hatchery Ltd.Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat VarietiesVarietiesV

TurkeysTurkeysT
Ready-to-lay-pullets

18 Arthur St. N., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.2561

CANADA DAY
W o o l w i c h  C e l e b r a t e s

JULY 1st, 2022
Woolwich Memorial Centre (24 Snyder Avenue South, Elmira)

Entertainment & Activities 
12-4pm

� Live music by Danica & Jack 
� Kids Corner
� Family Zumba 
� Magic & Juggling Lessons 

� Magic Show by Theatricks
� Elmira Fire Department
� Dance Performance by 

Encore Dance Studio

� Storytime & Craft with the 
Region of Waterloo Library

� Storybook Walk 
� Antique Car Show

FREE Public Swims 
11am-12:30pm & 12:30-2pm

Sponsored by: Good Auto Parts 
& Township of Woolwich Council

Pre-registration strongly encouraged. 
Opens on Monday June 27th @ 6:30am 

Happy Canada Day!

Leaders in Community Service

Lions Hall – Lions Resource Centre 
Lions Park – Lions Memorial Forest
Lions Recreational Trails – Lake Trail 

Ring Trail – Kissing Bridge Trail

Celebrate 
Canada Day 

with us!
Music 4-7pm

Huge Fireworks Display
&

Celebrate 

3006 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg | TEL: 519.699.4413

Welc
e Back!

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.5484

www.elmirainsurance.ca

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

Happy Canada Day from 

Melanie Beisel
Sales Representative

Direct: 519-590-0835 | Office: 519-747-2040

mbeisel@royallepage.ca

Let me help you celebrate 
with a no obligation 
home evaluation!

 

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

•33 Industrial Dr., Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.1591

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties

Turkeys
Ready-to-lay-pullets

18 Arthur St. N., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.2561

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

3435 Broadway St., Hawkesville | TEL: 519.699.4641

6344 Line 86, RR#1 West Montrose   | 519-669-2129

Swimming Pools • Canoeing on the Grand • Fishing
Children's Play Area • Walk to Covered Bridge

Driving distance to MANY more activities & amenities

www.WESTMONTROSECAMP.com

West
Montrose
Family Camp

2 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 226.600.3502

ELMIRA

Premium Olive Oils 
& Balsamic Vinegars, 

Gourmet Food Shoppe 
& Gift Emporium 

Come in for a

TASTING 
EXPERIENCE!

Have a Safe and Happy Canada Day

 ••3044 Sawmill Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.3711 www.amiattachments.com

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology
to repair  your vehicle with
accuracy and confidence.

•30 Oriole Pkwy. E., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.4400

 Elmira | TEL: 

CANADA 
DAY CLOSED 

JULY 1ST

150 Church St. W., Elmira | 519.669.5672

Providing Emergency and Preventative 
Health Care for your Horses,

 Pets and Farm Livestock

Wishing you a safe 
& Happy Canada Day!

Wellesley, Ontario | TEL: 519-656-3083

leis@bellnet.ca | www.murrayleisconstuction.com

284 Union St., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5040

HAPPY CANADA DAY!
1-2633 Hergott Rd., St.Clements  | TEL: 519.699.1118

Happy Canada Day!

48 Arthur St. S, Elmira | TEL: 519.669.1611

•39 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.8991

Corner of Union and Oriole Pkwy E.,Elmira | TEL: 519.669.8330 •

Complete repairs to 
all cars and light trucks

100 Bonnie Cr., Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.1949

HAPPY CANADA DAY!

75 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5655

108 Bonnie Cres. Unit B, Elmira  | TEL: 519.669.2145

Stay Safe

35 Martin's Lane, Elmira | TEL: 519.669.3330

HAVE A HAPPY AND SAFE 
CANADA DAY

Specializing in 
Paint & Wall 

coveringsDECORATING
SINCE 1961

Specializing in 

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira | TEL: 519-669-3658

25-A Earl Martin Dr., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.5377

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

ELMIRA
TRUCK 

SERVICE

• TRUCK & TRAILER MAINTENANCE 
• FUEL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

• QUALITY PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 
• TRUCK EXHAUST FABRICATION

• HYDRAULIC HOSE SERVICE

www.woolwich.ca | TEL: 519.669.1647

Happy Canada Day!

•21 Industrial Dr., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.2884

TEL: 519.747.2280 facetds.ca
P: 519.746.1003

ARCHITECTS
design  studio ltd.
facet  
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Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties

Turkeys
Ready-to-lay-pullets
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Woolwich Memorial Centre (24 Snyder Avenue South, Elmira)
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12-4pm

� Live music by Danica & Jack 
� Kids Corner
� Family Zumba 
� Magic & Juggling Lessons 

� Magic Show by Theatricks
� Elmira Fire Department
� Dance Performance by 

Encore Dance Studio

� Storytime & Craft with the 
Region of Waterloo Library

� Storybook Walk 
� Antique Car Show

FREE Public Swims 
11am-12:30pm & 12:30-2pm

Sponsored by: Good Auto Parts 
& Township of Woolwich Council

Pre-registration strongly encouraged. 
Opens on Monday June 27th @ 6:30am 
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Happy Canada Day from 

Melanie Beisel
Sales Representative

Direct: 519-590-0835 | Office: 519-747-2040

mbeisel@royallepage.ca

Let me help you celebrate 
with a no obligation 
home evaluation!
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www.amiattachments.com
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CanadaHappy 

Day

Contact Constituency Office:
519-669-2090

mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

WOOLWICH IS GETTING 
SET TO host a proper 
Canada Day celebration 
for the first time since 
2019, a post-pandemic 
event set for tomorrow 
(Friday).

“We’re definitely excited 
to be able to celebrate 
in-person. The past few 
years, our celebrations 
were done virtually. 
Last year we kind of did 
a hybrid model where 
we had some virtual 
opportunities and some 
in-person pre-registered 
activities, but this year, 
with restrictions lowered 
and kind of going back 
to that pre-COVID time, 
we’re all in-person with 
no pre-registration,” said 
Marie Malcolm, township 
community programs and 
inclusion coordinator.

This year’s celebration 
will be held at the Wool-
wich Memorial Centre, 
with activities going 
from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m.  

Woolwich set for 
in-person Canada Day

There are a wide variety of 
activities, meaning there 
is something for everyone, 
Malcolm said.

These activities include 
free public swims at the 
pool from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. and from 12:30 until 
2 p.m., a magic show and 
lesson provided by Theat-
ricks Entertainment, a 
classic car show and a live 
band.

“We will be hosting 
Encore Dance Studio 
who will be providing a 
miniature dance perfor-
mance with some of their 
dancers on the stage. The 
fire department is coming 
out with their fire trucks,” 
Malcolm said.

“We’ll be having a 
storybook walk: a picture 
book that is going to be 
along the EDSS track 
where people can walk 
into and read a story with 
their family. And then our 
summer camp staff will be 
hosting a wide variety of 
kid’s games, such as snakes 
and ladders and Jenga and 
checkers, so some nice 

large, fun games to keep 
the kids busy,” she added. 

As with last year Wool-
wich will be providing 
Indigenous education 
opportunities. 

“We felt this year and in 
future years it’s important 
to continue to build aware-
ness and also celebrate 
Indigenous culture. It’s 
also important as Canadi-
ans that we thoughtfully 
examine what it means to 
be Canadian and under-
stand our country’s indig-
enous roots and the racism 
that still exists today,” 
Malcolm said.

This will be a permanent 
part of the township’s 
Canada Day celebrations 
going forward.

“Canada is multicul-
tural, so it’s also very 
important that we make 
awareness of that, and that 
Canada as a whole we are 
continuing to learn and 
grow and be a wholesome 
country,” Malcolm added.

“We hope to see our resi-
dents come out and enjoy 
the day with us.”

CxViolet of The New People. Submitted

Grove and is one of the 
bands performing on 
Saturday.

“I think one of the most 
important things as artists 
is it’s very much about 
using music as a platform 
to inspire and to give 
competence to those that 
maybe don’t have it and to 
open conversations that 
are really difficult to other-
wise have. But it’s also just 
for the sake of the art in a 
lot of ways to inspire the 
next generation,” said lead 
singer Stevie Tea.

Band member CxViolet, 
who also performs as a 
solo artist, explained he 
has personal connection 
to using music as a way to 
have discussions around 
mental health.

“I always found music 
was the one avenue where 
I could kind of express 
myself. Speaking in 
class situations, and just 
socializing as a kid was 
very challenging for me, so 
having music to open up 
avenues of self expression 
was very important. I want 
to open up those doors for 
other kids who also may 
have difficult conversa-
tions that they want to 
engage in, but don’t really 
know how.”

The New People collab-
orated with Doyle and 
local youth to write a new 

song that will debut at the 
concert.

“It was a really cool 
experience. I’ve never 
really worked with a 
songwriter of that kind of 
prestige, so it was a fun 
experience, but it was also 
a good learning experi-
ence,” CxViolet said.

Tea highlighted the 
importance of having 
such a well known artist 
support the cause of 
mental health awareness.

“Mental health is such 
a big topic. And there’s 
no silver bullet to solv-
ing it. The bridge of the 
song goes, “The door is 
open. I’m not hoping that 
we’ll find a simple fix. 
But if you don’t mind, 
we’ll spend some time 
and shine a light on all of 
this.” And I think that’s 

really symbolic to I think 
the approach that we’re 
taking with mental health 
and also the work that 
Alan’s done,” he said.

“This is just another 
piece of the puzzle. We 
need communities to 
think about our kids and 
to go above and beyond…
Because everyone strug-
gles at some point in 
their life and the more 
open conversations we 
can have and the more 
we can shine a light on 
mental health struggles 
that people face… if you’re 
not struggling with it, 
someone else is and if you 
are struggling with it, that 
it’s OK to not be OK,” Tea 
added.

For more information 
about the concert, see 
www.igniteconcert.ca.

→ FROM 17

BENEFIT CONCERT: Proceeds from the show will go
to support The Grove Youth Mental Wellness Hubs
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

ArtsArts The region plans to install six pieces of 
public art in the terminal expansion at the 
Region of Waterloo International Airport for 
up to two years. Public art contributes to a 
community's identity, culture, and economic 
strengths, the region said as council 
approved the idea. Pieces will explore 
themes of travel and movement. 

Now taking place in St. Jacobs July 7-9, the 
Kultrun World Music Festival is a free, family 
friendly celebration of music from around the 
world. It features emerging and well-known 
global artists and interactive workshops 
for children and adults covering everything 
from drumming circles to theatre to dance. 
www.nerudaarts.ca/festivals

Art on the fly World  music in St. Jacobs

Sponsors:

Join us every Sunday from 7pm - 9pm 
this summer for live country and 
bluegrass music in Elmira’s parks. 

Free

Gibson Park, Elmira  — Bring your lawn chairs.

Sunday, July 3

T’was Now

Find timely updates: facebook.com/elmirasundayconcerts Pass the hat freewill offering to support musicians

Mike & Diana Erb

Terry Barna, Kelly Van der Burg and Alex Furber star in the the Drayton Entertainment prodution of Buying The Farm, directed by Lee 
MacDougall. Submitted

Drayton show tackles a theme 
that’s more relevant than ever

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THE SHOW NOW PLAY-
ING AT the Drayton Festi-
val Theatre has a theme 
that’s certain to hit close to 
home for many people in 
the area.

On until July 16, Buying 
The Farm tells the story of 
Magnus Bjornson (Terry 
Barna) an aging bache-
lor farmer who is facing 
mounting debts, health 
concerns, and suburban 
neighbourhoods intruding 
on his land from every 
direction. As Magnus is 
contemplating retirement, 
real estate agent Brad 
Deacon (Alex Furber) tries 
to convince him to sell his 
farm. Magnus’ great-niece, 

Esme Van Fossen (Kelly 
Van der Burg), has other 
ideas, however.

Where realtor Brad is 
keen for the sale, Esme is 
resolved to keep the family 
farm afloat. It’s a not-un-
common theme.

“It becomes a battle 
about saving green spaces 
or selling farms for urban 
sprawl to build housing 
developments, like all 
communities are facing 
these days. It’s a comedy 
about the forces in the 
family that want to save 
the farm and not sell, and 
then this young guy trying 
to convince them that they 
should sell – a worthwhile 
thing to do to clear their 
debts and make room for 
people to build houses. So 

very heartfelt, very funny,” 
explained director Lee 
MacDougall.

“It’s been done in a 
few different theaters 
across Canada. This is the 
first time in the Drayton 
Festival world. We’re doing 
our version of it with local 
actors. And I think it’ll be 
very entertaining for the 
people that are interested 
in the situation of trying to 
save a farm or sell it for big 
profit,” he said.

All three cast members 
bring a wealth of experi-
ence, MacDougall said.

“It’s a great cast. Terry 
Barna has done many 
shows for Drayton enter-
tainment and a lot of other 
theatre. He’s a very good 
actor and very funny. Alex 

Furber has done a couple 
of shows for Drayton and a 
lot of big shows. He was in 
Warhorse in Toronto. He’s 
done some TV as well. And 
then Kelly Van der Burg, 
she’s done theatre and also 
some TV as well. Murdoch 
Mysteries and different 
things that she’s done on 
TV,” he explained.

“They understand the 
audience in the Drayton 
area, and the kind of 
theatre that they like, and 
it makes it much easier 
to direct the show for 
me, using experienced 
actors because they come 
in knowing what they’re 
doing and knowing how 
to how to put a play 
together.”

→ BUYING THE FARM 28

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THERE’S MUSIC ON TAP 
AT an Elora concert this 
weekend, but there’s also 
a focus on mental health 
issues.

Proceeds from the 
concert at GrandWay 
Events Centre from 3-11 
p.m. on Saturday (July 2) 
will go towards The Grove 
Youth Mental Wellness 
Hubs, which provides a 
wide array of programs 
for youth aged 12-26. The 
grove has locations in 
Fergus, Erin, Palmerston 
and at the University of 
Guelph and is run in part-
nership with the Canadian 
Mental Health Association 
of Waterloo-Wellington. 
There are 22 youth well-
ness hubs run by CMHA 
across Ontario.

The concert lineup 
features popular Canadian 
talent, including the Juno 
award-winning alternative 
rock band Dear Rouge, 
Danny Michel and JESSIA, 
as well as local artists The 
New People, SHEBAD and 
Chelsie Popp. 

Alan Doyle, lead singer 
of the Canadian folk-rock 
band Great Big Sea, will 
give a video performance 
featuring an original song 
in collaboration with local 
youth. 

“CMHA has seen a 
significant increase in the 
need for mental health 
support across all of our 

Danny Michel, Dear Rouge and video 
collab with Alan Doyle on tap at The 
GrandWay Events Centre in Elora

communities across all 
age groups, but youth in 
particular,” said Grove 
chief development officer 
Jeff Hoffman.

“They’ve seen things 
like their child psychology 
stream increase in volume 
by 96 per cent, from the 
pre-COVID volumes. 
They’re seeing family 
support increased by 56 
per cent from where it was 
prior to COVID-19. CMHA 
has seen the overall case-
load grow by 40 per cent,” 
he explained.

CMHA Waterloo-Wel-
lington has seen calls to 
their 24/7 support line 
increase from 3,500 calls 
a month to 6,500 calls a 
month.

“Across the spectrum, 
across all of our communi-
ties, there is a real mental 
health crisis happening 
across all age groups and 
in particular for youth,” he 
said. 

Hoffman described the 
Grove as a one-stop shop 
for youth wellness. 

“While they’re at the 
hub, they’ve got access to 
over 30 different youth 
service organizations that 
are all connected to the 
hub. … The idea is just 
to make it really simple 
to find the services that 
they need access to,” he 
explained.

Local band The New 
People has been doing 
a weekly program at the 

Youth mental 
health takes 
centre stage

→ BENEFIT CONCERT 16

Play contrasts the option of selling land for development or carrying on with the farm
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted Help Wanted
MINI -VAN DRIVER 
NEEDED-PART/TIME 
suitable for retired 
person. Driving for 
mennonite communi-
ties - country drives, 
Dave-519-574-1489.

Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Installer
to join our team. In this position you would be working with 

one of our install teams installing high quality custom kitchens 
and stairs. In this position you would be reporting 

to our  Install manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet install experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic 
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. Thank you.

Lorentz Farms Ltd.
Day and night shift mill operators 

/general labourer needed. 
 

Some equipment operation required.  
Call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

SEASONAL
HELP WANTED

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Requirements
• Valid AZ License
• Clean Driver Abstracts
• Currently able to cross the US Border
• A desire to grow and develop within 

a positive team culture
We provide a safe and 

reputable work environment with a 
competitive wage package.

Please contact 
recruiting@grandridge.ca

JOIN OUR 
GROWING TEAM AS A 

US CROSS BORDER 
OWNER OPERATOR 

OR COMPANY DRIVER

39 Arthur St N Elmira, ON

Help Wanted

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

ↆ P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

Must bring coupon in or use code “repair22”

$10 OFF$10 OFF PATIO DOOR SCREEN 
REPLACEMENT

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

AMI Attachments is a local manufacturer of world-class 
attachments for heavy equipment. 
Join our friendly, collaborative, growing team!

APPLY TODAY!
amiattachments.com/careers to apply online, Or email your 
resume to: careers@amiattachments.com

HIRING: WELDERS
F/T positions in Hawkesville (nights) & Guelph (days). 

• Career development opportunity
• Competitive wages with shift premium
• Great benefits package
• Matched pension contributions after 1 year
• Supplied uniforms 
• $200/yr Safety Boot allowance 
• Modern shop with state-of-the-art equipment

Help Wanted

ELMIRA DONUTS 
AND DELI 
is looking for 
kitchen and 
customer service 
help. Part-time 
hours. 
519-669-5353 ask 
for Sarah.

Help Wanted

Reach local 
people at the 
right time 
every week.
15,000 Observers are delivered to 
homes in Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Waterloo. 
Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 to find out 
how your business can book this space.

WORD ADS 
CONTINUE ON 

PAGE 21

Woods, Clemens, Fletcher & Cronin
Professional Corporation

EXPERIENCED LEGAL ASSISTANT/ CLERK
We are looking for an experienced real estate legal assistant or law 
clerk to join the team at our Elmira of�ce. We are willing to train a 
university graduate who has an interest in the law, enjoys working 
in a fast paced of�ce environment and is up for a challenge!

ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT / RECEPTIONIST 
We are looking for a reliable full time receptionist/ administration 
assistant to join the team at our Elmira of�ce. The position requires 
ef�ciency, team work and attention to detail. The receptionist is 
primarily responsible for answering and directing calls, greeting 
clients, booking appointments, �ling and other administrative duties. 

Interested candidates should reply by July 7, 2022 with resume 
and cover letter to: kerry@woodsclemens.ca

Help Wanted
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Many In-Stock or Custom Bathroom Vanities, Kitchen Cabinetry, Flooring 
and Tiles, Blinds, Shades, Fashion Plumbing • Our experienced personell 
and designer will help you work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

BOOKING FOR 2022

(ELMIRA)

Martin’s Nursery 
Hydrangea Shrubs & Trees
Shade & Flowering Trees 
Large selection of fruit trees
(fruit bearing age)
Hedging & Windbreaks
Spruce, Pine, Cedars
Shrubs, Grasses 
& much 
more! 

HONEY FOR SALE 
BEE Supplies Etc. 

We sell a complete line 
of Bee Supplies; including 

Extracting Equipment, jars, 
pails, Varroa mite treatments 

and Bees, Nucs, Queens.

C/O EMANUEL E.M. MARTIN 
42661 Orangehill Road, RR#1, Wroxeter, ON
1 Concession North of Wroxeter on Belmore Line

Mon. – Sat. 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

ORHBS Select Queens (Weekly) 
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Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Emily Minielly

519-504-6247
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

$599,000$599,000

MILLBANK - You will love all that this home has to offer in the 
quaint town of Millbank.  You will immediately feel at home when 
you walk into this charming 1.5 story home with 3 Bedrooms, 2 
Bathrooms and a bonus room at back, which could be a playroom, 
additional bedroom, office or gym!  This property has been lovingly 
updated over the years with new windows, (2009), convenient eat 
in kitchen (2010), water heater (2017) and furnace (2020)!  Not to 
mention the insulated detached shop with loft, perfect for all of 
your hobbies and storage needs.  You will not want to miss out all 
that this 75 x 123 foot property has to offer.

MILLBANK - Looking to escape the big city for small town living? This 
charming recently updated, 3-bedroom 2-bathroom bungalow is exactly 
that and more. Located in the quaint town of Millbank, only 30 minutes 
from all the big city amenities that Waterloo or Stratford have to offer. You 
are welcomed through the front door into a bright living room that flows 
into the dining and kitchen area. From the dining area, slip out through the 
large sliding doors to your back deck, (complete with propane hook-up), 
relax and enjoy your large .3 acre corner lot with mature trees, ideal for 
family gatherings and summer BBQ’s. Or head out to the covered front 
porch, perfect for enjoying morning coffee or an evening beverage. 
Upstairs you will find three updated bedrooms and a newly refinished 
bathroom. The basement with a double door walkout and large windows 
provides an abundance of natural light, giving a main floor feel. The 
basement offers just as much as the main floor, rec room, workshop, 2 
piece bathroom, laundry room, large cold room, bonus (play) room, loads 
of space for your family and guests to enjoy. You could easily convert this 
space into an in-law suite. Updates include, new LVT flooring , drywall, 
potlights, bathrooms, most windows, all trim and interior doors all done 
in 2022 as well as Furnace & A/C (2021), this house is move in ready! With 
an insulated garage, (new door on order), oversized shed, and ample 
parking, you will have tons of space to store your “toys” or entertain. 

$749,000$749,000

ELMIRA - Check out this 5 Bedroom Bungalow in Birdland! This 
unique opportunity gives you the option of multi-generational living or 
a single-family dwelling...you choose! The main floor has 3 bedrooms, 
a fair-sized kitchen, a dining room, a living room with big bright 
windows overlooking the covered front porch, 4 piece bathroom, and 
a main floor laundry room. Walk out from the dining room to a shaded 
deck and relax in the yard with the view of mature trees. The open 
concept basement has 2 bedrooms, its own kitchen and laundry room, 
4-piece bathroom, dinette area, 2 living room spaces, and lots of 
storage. You will be impressed with the overall open feel of this home. 
The doublewide, concrete driveway provides parking for 2 and the 
oversized single garage is perfect for the car enthusiast and is 
equipped with a hoist. Come and see this nicely finished and well-kept 
home that is sure to impress! 

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

MOOREFIELD - This private 50 acre property is located on a quiet 
street near Teviotdale. Follow along the winding laneway through a 
picturesque cedar rail fence surrounded by greenery to acres of open 
space including a spring fed pond. You will be greeted by a bungalow 
and a small barn to house any animals you have or may wish to have. 
This property so much more to offer a with green house/shed and a 
detached 30 x 40 heated and insulated shop (built in 2009) 
surrounded by fruit trees. The 1459 square foot bungalow has a retreat 
like master bedroom (added in 2008) with vaulted ceilings, in suite 
laundry, a propane fireplace and walk-out to the deck and hot tub! The 
kitchen is open to the dining room and living room, with a fireplace and 
loads of natural light with sliding glass doors to the front and back 
deck. The walk out basement has a 3 piece bathroom, rec room and 
office space which could be easily transformed into an in-law suite. 
The deck wraps around the house to the master bedroom and 
connects the outdoor bar with bar fridge, hot tub (2017) and on 
ground pool (2019). Be prepared for all of your friends and family 
longing to hang out here! Hop on your off road vehicle and explore the 
back 40 acres of your own private bush where you will find wildlife and 
a mix of trees. This serine setting could be just what you have been 
dreaming of!

$1,300,000$1,300,000

$849,000$849,000

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, July 2nd 10am-12pm
6998 Freeborn Street, Millbank

519-669-5426 emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.comemilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

OPEN HOUSE Sunday, July 3rd 10am-12pm
8793 Concession 11, Moorefield OPEN HOUSE Saturday, July 2nd 10am-12pm

6992 Main Street, Millbank

#CHAMPIONTHETRUTH

JUDGED THE BEST COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER IN ONTARIO IN 2021.

WE ARE #
GENERAL EXCELLENCE
Circulation 12,500-22,499

BEST EDITORIAL
Steve Kannon

CARTOONIST OF THE YEAR
Scott Arnold

SPECIAL SECTION
Circulation  over 10,000

ORIGINAL AD IDEA
Patrick Merlihan

BEST COMMUNITY WEBSITE
Observer Staff

ONLINE SPECIAL INITIATIVE
Patrick Merlihan
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BROKERAGE
BRAD MARTIN

Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

NEW LISTING
8 Bluejay Rd., Elmira

Ideal retirement bungalow w/family room addition on a mature lot. Beautiful 
private yard with stamped concrete patio & hot tub.  L.R. w/hardwood, gas 
F.P. & crown moulding (currently being used as a D.R.). Eat-in kitchen & dining 
area w/white cabinetry. Gorgeous family rm addition at rear with 9’ ceiling 
& tons of windows. Large master bdrm w/walk-in closet & hardwood fl rs. 
2nd main fl oor bdrm. Updated 4 pc bathroom. Basement has fi nished rec 
room, 2 possible bdrms, 3 pc bath, laundry area & utility room. Replacement 
windows, furnace, A/C & chimney. Extremely well maintained home!  NEW 
MLS $899,900.00

114 Maple St., Drayton

Nearly new Semi-detached w/double 
garage! 1,759 sq. ft.  MLS $704,900.00  

17 Maple St., Drayton

Stunning 2-storey in family friendly 
subdivision. 1838 sq. ft.  Please come & 
check it out!  MLS $799,900.00

137 Park Ave. W., Elmira

Offi  ce: 519-669-2772
Brad Direct: 519-741-6231 |  Jenna Direct: 519-760-2265 

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com JENNA MARTIN
Sales Representative

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

22 Meadowlark Rd., Elmira

All brick bungalow w/4 bdrms on the main fl r. Central location to schools & 
park. 1655 sq. ft.  Main fl r laundry. Updated bathrooms. Country style eat-in 
kitchen. Large fi nished rec rm w/gas F.P. Potential of fi nishing more bsmt 
space. 3 pce bathroom downstairs. Replacement windows/furnace & C/Air. 
Private yard with stamped concrete patio at rear. Garden doors from master 
bdrm to patio area.  MLS $899,900.00

DRAYTON OPEN HOUSES
JULY 7, 2022   6:30 – 8:00 PM

Please visit us & check these great homes out!

SOLD

 ↆ R E A L  E S A T E

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

2022 Dog Tag Reminder
If you have not purchased your 2022 dog tags, they are past due.

Under the Animal Control By-law #31-2018 it is a requirement that all dog owners within the Township of 
Woolwich license their dogs each calendar year. In the event your pet is lost and has a licence, Animal 
Services will make every effort to reunite you with your pet at no extra cost. For safe return of your 
dog if found, please ensure you have attached the Township of Woolwich Dog Tag to your dog’s collar. 
Dogs without tags are taken to the Humane Society and owners will incur Humane Society pickup costs. 

All dogs are required to be on leash and under the control of a responsible person when off their property. 
As a dog owner, and under the By-law, it is your responsibility to pick up after your dog. Please respect 
your neighbours and your neighbourhood.

For more information about the Woolwich Dog Tag Program please contact the Township of Woolwich at 
519-669-6000 or woolwich.mail@woolwich.ca.

Stay Active this summer 
@ the WMC with

Summer 
Specials

Summer Child/Youth
Swim Pass 

$54

Summer Fitness
Membership

$60

July 1 - September 4, 2022

Work Wanted
NEED A RIDE? SMALL 
DELIVERIES? MEDI-
cal Appointments? Call 
Gary 519-577-1750

Work Wanted
PRESSURE WASHING, 
DECKS, FENCES, 
Siding, Call Gary 
519-577-1750

Support the local 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper.

SHOP
LOCAL.
SAVE
LOCAL  

WORD ADS 
CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 18

For Sale
TREES & SHRUBS FOR 
SALE. SHADE TREES; 
apple, pear, peach, 
plum, cherry, apricot, 
nectarines; blue-
berries, aroniaberry, 
grapes, rhubarb, 
raspberries, etc; blue 
spruce, white spruce, 
Norway spruce & lots 
of nice cedars to make 
green fence hedges & 
windbreaks. Range 1-6 
feet tall. Now is a good 
time to plant! Excellent 
quality plants. Stop in 
Monday to Saturday, 7 
a.m. - 6 p.m. at Martin's 
Nursery, c/o Emanuel 
E.M. Martin, 42661 
Orangehill Rd., Wrox-
eter Ont. N0G 2X0. (1 
km north of Wroxeter 
on Belmore Line).

Wanted
BUYING ALL POCKET 
OR WRIST WATCHES, 
working or not. Omega 
I.W.C. Bretling, Rolex, 
Tudor, Patek, Univer-
sal, Hamilton, Ball, 
Howard etc, especially 
interested in vintage, 
gold & silver jewellery 
all coins & bank notes, 
all group of 7 paintings, 
scrap gold & sliver toys, 
military items. Call 
Terry @ 242-6900 or  
gallamore@golden.
net, fair  honest 
prices. Confidentiality 
assured. Have mask, 
will travel.

WA N T E D :  O L D 
C L O C K S ;  O L D 
radios; Oil and gas 
signs and cans; Old 
sealers; Old brewery 
items signs,trays and 
bottles. Please call 
519-570-6920. Cash 
paid.

Trades & 
Services

C U S TO M  L AW N 
OVERSEEDING AND 
lawn seeding. Call 
519-503-5641.

Coming 
Events

SUMMER KARATE 
D A Y  C A M P S ! 
S C H W E I T Z E R ' S 
MARTIAL ARTS Karate 
Drills & Skills Camp: 
JULY 4 Self-defense 
& Sparring Camp: 
AUG. 2 BEGINNERS 
WELCOME! AGES 4 
TO ADULT Taught 
by Renshi Becky 
Schwei tzer,  4t h 
Degree Black Belt 
and 12X World Karate 
Champion Location 
St. Peters Lutheran 
Church -  2925 
Lobsinger Line, Heidel-
berg Full day camp 
only $59.99+HST 
each Half day camp 
only $49.99+HST 
each Includes a 
pizza lunch Call  
519-580-1418 or e-mail 
becky_schweitzer@
hotmail.com Visit  
www.schweitzersmar-
tialarts.com for more 
info.

Farm Services
BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

For Sale
FREE ORIENTAL RUG. 
14'10" LONG X 8'10"W. 
Must be able to pick up. 
519-590-4362.

LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

OVEN READY CHICK-
ENS. $2.50/LB, ABOUT 
7 lbs each. 10 or more 
will sell at $2.00/lb. 
519-669-0991.
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Obituary

Death Notice

ERMA (MARTIN) WEBER - of R.R. 1, Palmerston passed away 
at her home on Tuesday, June 21, 2022, at the age of 69 
years, 1 month, and 22 days.

Martin, Mary Ann (Frey)
Passed away at her home on 
Wednesday, June 22, 2022, 6 days 
before her 93rd birthday. Wife of 
the late Sydney G. Martin (2007). 
Mother of Leonard (the late Elvina, 
2021) of Wallenstein, Vera and David 
Bearinger of Elora, Irene and Laverne 
Bauman of Drayton, Abner and Eva, 
Martha and James Metzger, Cleason 
and Mildred, all of Wallenstein, 
and Mervin and Nancy of Stayner. 
Also survived by 36 grandchildren 
and 81 great-grandchildren. Will be 
missed by sisters-in-law Nancy (the 
late Aaron) Martin, Louida (the late 
Cleason) Sauder, Elvina (the late Eli) 
Martin, and Mary (the late Henry) 
Weber. Predeceased by parents 
Isreal and Lucinda Frey, son Lester 
(2006), granddaughter Fern Bearinger 
(1989), one sister and three brothers. 
Visitation took place at the home, 
7311 Third Line, RR 2 Wallenstein, on 
Thursday, June 23, 2022 from 2-4 and 
6-8 p.m., and on Friday, June 24, 2022 
from 2 - 4:30 p.m. A family service 
was held at the home on Saturday, 
June 25, 2022 at 9 a.m., then to Olivet 
Mennonite Meeting House for public 
service and burial. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

1172 Henry Street,
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0

519-656-2880

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding area
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve.

Christopher W. Franklin
Funeral Director

Martin, Emanuel B. 
May 17, 1942 - June 21, 2022

Peacefully at Owen Sound Hospital. 
Husband of Leah Bauman. Father 
of Solomon B. Martin and Adina of 
St. Clements, Christian, Jesse and 
Sarah, at home, Dundalk, Anna and 
Moses Bauman of Wellesley, John and 
Nancy Martin of Gadshill, Nathaniel 
and Rebecca of Wallenstein, Louisa 
and Amsey Martin of Linwood and 
Emanuel and Louisa Martin of 
Dundalk. Survived by his brothers and 
sisters Anson, Lena, Angeline, Henry 
and Rebecca. Predeceased by his 
brother Amos and sisters Catherine 
and Salinda.

Burial at Dundalk Meetinghouse. 
Arrangements entrusted to McMillan 
& Jack Funeral Home, Dundalk.

 ❖ mcmillanandjackfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Fuller, William (Bill)
Passed away peacefully at Hospice 
Wellington on Friday, June 24, 2022 
on his 16th wedding anniversary, 
at the age of 94. Bill was the loving 
husband of Georgette Fuller, and his 
first wife Beatrice (2004). Loved dad 
of Rod (Diane), Patti (Mark) and Jon 
(Nelia). Proud grandpa of Theresa 
(Tali), Heidi (Luis), Shawn (Natasha), 
Rachel (Mike), Shannon, Jason, Dave 
(Grace), Lisa, Jonathan, Emmanuel 
and Eli. Great-grandpa to Emma, 
Josh, Dahlia, Hudson, Jack, Cohen, 
Roman and Saraphina. Remembered 
by son-in-law Paul Molson, sister 
Shirley (John), brother Jim (Pat) 
and the Marshall Family. Bill will 
be fondly remembered and greatly 
missed by Georgette’s children, 
Carole-Anne (Kevan) Mighton, Marc 
Leblanc, grandchildren Jessica (Matt) 
Dietrich, Robin (Derek) Schiestel, 
Melissa and Amanda Leblanc, as 
well as great-grandchildren Odin and 
Aubrey. A favourite visit for Bill was 
always back to 70 Bobolink (the old 
homestead). Bill was predeceased by 
parents Delbert and Pearl Fuller, his 
first wife Beatrice, daughter Karen, 
granddaughter Sarah, and sisters Jean 
and Betty. Bill was born on December 
1, 1927 in the town of Fergus, Ontario. 
Bill always enjoyed creating things 
with his hands and began an 
apprenticeship in pattern making after 
high school. From there he went on to 
become one of the first graduates of 
an Advanced Technical Course which 
qualified him as a Technician with 
the Ontario Professional Engineers 
Association. In 1964 Bill purchased 
some land on Industrial Drive and 
relocated the Wind Turbine Company 
from Waterloo to Elmira. When that 
building became too small he moved 
to a new plant on Howard Avenue. 
An ongoing interest for Bill remained 
with wind machines. Outside of work 
Bill enjoyed many hobbies. He was 
very proud of his rose garden and was 
active in the Lions Club for many years. 
He loved to go hunting and fishing, 
and was equally delighted to cook 
and share whatever he caught with 
any willing dinner guests. You could 
often find him puttering away with 
a new project, and he could literally 
fix anything. The only thing that ever 
stumped him was programming the 
VCR. In earlier days he enjoyed his 
time spent with his flying buddies, 
although that did often result in many 
a plane that crashed and needed fixing. 
If you happened to visit with Bill in 
the afternoon you would be assured 
that he would invite you to stay for 
a glass of wine. Visitation was held 
on Tuesday, June 28, 2022 from 10-11 
a.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira with a funeral 
service taking place at 11 a.m. in the 
funeral home chapel. A reception will 
take place. Interment in Elmira Union 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations 
to Hospice Wellington would be 
appreciated by the family, and can be 
made through the funeral home. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

This is the 
headline copy

To all my friends and family, you are 
invited to celebrate my life and to 
come and support my family as I near 
the end of life. With a very aggressive 
form of ALS my life left is extremely 
short. We will be doing a raffle and 
all proceeds will go toward the cost 
of my care in the last 2 weeks.

4 to 4:30 will be dj and open mic

4:30 til 5:15ish will be live music

5:15pm food will include snacks, 
sandwiches, squares and drinks

Dj music and open mic will continue 
after live music is done.

Planning for a photo booth as well.  

Thank you for your support
Laura Fleming

This is the subhead

Celebration of Life

Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary 
Paul & Judy Martin!

The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy. Psalm 126:3

Your children, grandchildren and great-grandchild love you very much.
Have a wonderful day!

Anniversary

ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

F O U N T A I N

Solutions for this week's puzzles.

HARD

EASY

100% 
LOCAL
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here The Township of Woolwich Environmen-
tal Enhancement Committee (TWEEC) 
has launched an online scavenger hunt 
where you can hunt for plants, trees 
animals and even rocks in the parks. The 
online list lets you check off what you 
have found and the parks you have visited.
www.healthywoolwich.org

Canada Day festivities in Wilmot Township 
will include pyrotechnic specialists Northstar 
Fireworks, whose display will be accompa-
nied by music curated by multi-award-win-
ning Wilmot-based producer John “Beetle” 
Bailey. The 40th anniversary celebration will 
take place on July 1 in front of the Grand-
stands at Norm S. Hill Park, 251 Jacob St.
www.canadadayinwilmot.com

Online scavenger hunt July 1 in Wilmot

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

JACQUELINE ERNST 
GREW UP ON William 
Street in Elmira. When 
she married, she and 
her husband moved to 
Waterloo near RIM Park. 
She never thought about 
leaving the area. Then she 
and her husband were told 
that her daughter, who 
has spastic cerebral palsy, 
was an ideal candidate for 
a life-changing surgery in 
St. Louis. 

The procedure was not 
yet available in Ontario, 
and the cost would have to 
be paid out-of-pocket for 
a total of about $250,000, 
including the proce-
dure, travel and physical 
therapy. The couple was 
exploring ways they could 
cover this cost, includ-
ing re-mortgaging their 
house. Then her husband 
was offered a position at 
Walmart headquarters in 
Arkansas.

“Under American 
health care and under my 

husband’s health care 
plan, instead of costing 
$250,000, it might cost 
us $50,000 to have the 
surgery done,” said Ernst. 
They decided to move the 
family and became immi-
grants to  

Émigrés have plenty of stories to tell 
about coming to America 

→ BOOK LAUNCH 25

Colin Boyd Shafer and Kate Kamo McHugh chronicle tales of immigrants in the Finding American photo book. Leah Gerber

Local couple aims to get us thinking about migration with a book documenting immigrants in fifty US states

the US.
Ernst’s experience is one 

among about 200 stories 
of immigration to the 
United States featured in a 
new project from husband 
and wife duo Colin Boyd 

Shafer and Kate Kamo 
McHugh called “Find-
ing American: Stories 
of immigration from 
the 50 states.”  

The project high-
lights people who 
have immigrated to 
each of the 50 US 
states. The purpose 
is to draw attention 
to the full spectrum 
of the immigration 
experience, says Boyd 
Shafer. The idea came 
to him during the 2016 
presidential election 
when anti-immigra-
tion sentiment was 

prevalent.
“There’s all this middle 

ground that’s not partic-
ularly interesting to the 
media or to Trump,” said 
Boyd Shafer. “I wanted to 
tell a more nuanced story 
of immigrants not just 
focusing on the outliers, 
like the heroes and the 
villains, but all the colours 
of the rainbow, the full 
spectrum, not just the 
black and white.”

Boyd Shafer and Kamo 
McHugh are hosting 
a fundraiser, selling 
pre-prints of the book 
which will be a high 
quality photography 
book, the final product 
of the project. So far their 
campaign on Indiegogo 
has raised $25,000 of their 
US$36,000 goal, and they 
have just days left to raise 
the rest before Indiegogo 
returns funds to the 
donors.

Boyd Shafer himself is a 

second generation Cana-
dian. Most of his family 
lives in the United States, 
and his father is American. 
Kamo McHugh grew up in 
Elmira and is descended 
from Japanese immi-
grants. The couple lives 
in Kitchener, and Kamo 
McHugh still works at the 
Elmira library part time.

“It’s important for every-
one to think about where 
our families come from,” 
said Boyd Shafer.

Shafer has completed 
other photo documen-
tary projects, including 
Cosmopolis Toronto, 
which showed immigrants 
in Toronto from every 
country in the world, and 
INTERLOVE, a project 
about interfaith love 
stories, among others.

It took two years to 
make the journey to every 

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

Happy Canada Day! 
We are so thankful for the beautiful country we live 

in and the privilege it is to be a citizen. 

We will be closed Friday, July 1st. 

Wishing everyone a safe and fun holiday. 

As always, our 24/7 roadside assistance is always 
available to you in case of any emergencies! 

519-669-1082

→ SUMMER SLOWDOWN 25

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

SUMMER DETOUR 
SEASON ALREADY IN 
full swing, township resi-
dents can expect more of 
the same over the next few 
years whether travelling 
on local or regional roads.

In Woolwich, there’s 
a long list of major road 
projects on tap, says Jared 
Puppe, the township’s 
director of infrastructure 
services. 

“The region is going 
to start looking at doing 
Arthur Street at some 
point in 2024-2025. And 
their Arthur Street project 
limits are very big – 
they’re from South Street 
all the way up to Kenning 
Place. So that’s a fair [size] 
project that’s likely to be 
broken up into multiple 
years,” said Puppe.

This year marks the first 
phase of work on Church 
Street, with construction 
slated until December and 
then again from April to 
December of 2023. This 
work includes full recon-
struction of the pavement 
and road, replacement of 
sewers and watermains, 
widening of the sidewalk 
and installation of new 
light standards.

The $3.18-million proj-
ect – the township’s share 
is $330,300 – will also add 
a left turn lane on Church 
Street East at the intersec-
tion with Arthur Street. 

Other projects led by 
the region include Duke 
Street from Church to First 
street and Barnswallow 

For drivers, 
summertime 
means dealing 
with delays and 
detours from 
construction

“Under American 
health care and under my 

They decided to move the 
family and became immi-
grants to  

new project from husband 
and wife duo Colin Boyd 

Shafer and Kate Kamo 
McHugh called “Find-
ing American: Stories 
of immigration from 
the 50 states.”  

The project high-
lights people who 
have immigrated to 
each of the 50 US 
states. The purpose 
is to draw attention 
to the full spectrum 
of the immigration 
experience, says Boyd 
Shafer. The idea came 
to him during the 2016 
presidential election 
when anti-immigra-
tion sentiment was 

prevalent.
“There’s all this middle 
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Your family will be 
very pleased with this 
baked mac and cheese

Macaroni and cheese 
was born in Italy. 

Since Italy is the land 
of pasta, that's not very 
surprising. But did you 
know that an American 
president was the first 
to bring mac and cheese 
here? In the 1800s Thomas 
Jefferson tried macaroni 
and cheese on a trip to 
Europe and brought a 
hand-written recipe back 
to the White House.

Recipe tip: Make sure to 
use thinly sliced Ameri-
can cheese from the deli 
section of your grocery 
store in this recipe, not 
individually wrapped 
cheese "singles" -- they 
are made from different 
ingredients.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Baked Macaroni and Cheese
▢ 2 cups elbow maca-
roni (8 ounces)

▢ 1 cup shredded mild 
cheddar cheese (4 
ounces)

▢ 8 to 10 thin slices 
deli American cheese, 
torn into small pieces (4 
ounces)

▢ 1 tablespoon corn-

starch

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon dry 
mustard

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon salt

▢ 2 cups water

▢ 1 cup milk

▢ 1⁄2 cup frozen peas 
(optional)

1. HEAT AND MIX: 
Adjust oven rack 
to middle position 
and heat oven to 
400 degrees. In an 
8-inch square glass 
baking dish, toss 
together macaroni, 
cheddar, American 
cheese, cornstarch, 
mustard and salt.

2. ADD LIQUID: Pour 
water and milk over 
macaroni mixture.

3. BAKE: Cover dish 

with aluminum foil. 
Bake until macaroni 
is tender, about 35 
minutes. Remove 
baking dish from 
oven and place on 
a cooling rack.

4. STIR: Uncover and 
carefully stir mixture 
together until it 
looks creamy (dish 
will be hot!), about 1 
minute. Stir in peas 
(if using). Let cool 
for 10 minutes. Stir 
again before serving.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

9:30 am
Sara Wyngaarden 

Preaching

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

FRIDAY, JULY 1
▢ Canada Day at Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
Elmira. Free public swims, 11 a.m to 12:30 p.m. 

and 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. Pre-registration strongly 
encoruraged. Entertainment and Activities from 

noon until 4 p.m.

Free Fireworks displays throughout 
Waterloo Region

▢ Kitchener – Carl Zehr Square – at around 10:20 PM

▢ Cambridge – Riverside Park – Dusk

▢ New Hamburg – Norm S. Hill Park at 251 Jacob 
Street – 9:35 PM – 9:50 PM

▢ Ayr – Schmidt Park, 53 Hilltop Drive – Dusk

▢ Kitchener – Boston Pizza Patio & Event Square, 
425 Bingemans Centre Drive – 10:00 PM

▢ Drone Show at Waterloo – West side of Waterloo 
Park located near the Bandshell – 10:00 PM

Plan to reach the venue at least 30 minutes before 
the scheduled time so as not to miss the show.

THURSDAY, JULY 7
▢ Movies in the Park from 8:00pm - 11:00pm at the 
Waterloo Park Bandshell, Waterloo. Movies begin 
after sunset. Bring lawnchairs, hoodie and snacks. 
Movie night is free. 

SATURDAY, JULY 9
▢ Woolwich Gardeners presents our Annual Garden 
Tour. This self-guided tour features 8 varied gardens 
in Elmira and area, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For tickets and 
information, contact Barb Smith (519)580-7584 or 
barbs@rogers.com

THURSDAY, JULY 14
▢ Ontario Forage Expo 2022 - Forage Equipment 
Demonstrations and Trade Show starting at 10 a.m. 
at 161 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacob’s. New equipment 
demonstrations and head-to-head field trials. This 
event will provide the opportunity for farmers to view 
the latest technology. Ian McDonald, OMAFRA will be 
in the field, working with the equipment companies 
to provide information to farmers and answer ques-
tions. Free admission. Lunch will be available on-site 
at a nominal fee, and no pre-registration is required.

THURSDAY, JULY22
▢ Movies in the Park from 8:00pm - 11:00pm at the 
Waterloo Park Bandshell, Waterloo. Movies begin 
after sunset. Bring lawnchairs, hoodie and snacks. 
Movie night is free. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28
▢ Harmony in Faith Worship Service, 10 a.m. at 
Gibson Park Elmira. The Elmira & District Ministe-
rial Association is pleased to announce our plan 
to re-gather together as a community for Sunday 
morning worship in the park to praise God in song, 
scripture readings, a children's story and sermon 
preached by Pastor Derek Osborne, Elmira Pente-
costal Assembly.  Free-will offerings to be given 
to Woolwich Community Services either in food or 
monetary donations.  A barbecue will follow the 
service (a donation basket will be available for people 
to contribute whatever they can afford towards their 
meal).

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104
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 ▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I ex-
perience constipation al-
most weekly, and eating 
bran flakes every day isn't 
helping. Are fibre supple-
ments safe to use regular-
ly and long term? Is there 
anything else I can do? I'm 
a 53-year-old woman and 
otherwise in excellent 
health.

ANSWER: When 
consumed at recom-
mended levels, dietary 
fibre is widely recognized 
to have health benefits, 
including relief of consti-
pation. Adult women 
50 and younger should 
consume at least 25 grams 
of fibre a day. Women 51 
and older should have at 
least 21 grams a day. Adult 
men need at least 38 grams 
of fibre a day if they are 

Increasing fibre intake for constipation relief

younger than 50 and at 
least 30 grams of fibre a day 
if they are 51 and older. 

Fibre-rich foods include 
fruits, vegetables, whole 
grains and legumes. Many 
cereals, such as bran 
flakes, are good sources 
of fibre. Although fibre 
supplements can fill the 
daily fibre gap, they usually 
have only one type of fibre, 
rather than a variety of 
fibres and micronutrients, 
and they may not provide 
all the health benefits asso-
ciated with fibre in food. 
Therefore, boost your fibre 
intake in your diet first by 
eating a wide variety of 
high-fibre foods.

If you still can't get 
enough fibre to meet the 
daily recommendation, 
consider using a supple-
ment. But keep in mind, 
not all fibres provide laxa-
tive effects. Some, unfor-
tunately, can even cause 
constipation.

Fibres can be classified 
as soluble versus insolu-
ble, fermentable versus 
unfermentable and coarse 
versus fine. In general, 
fermentable fibres may 
increase flatulence, with 
no effect in providing relief 
of constipation. Finely 
ground wheat bran and 
solid/fermented wheat 
dextran have been shown 
to worsen constipation. 
Coarse wheat and psylium 
can increase stool water 
content and fecal mass, 
and can be used to alleviate 
constipation.

Before taking a fibre 
supplement, ask your 
health care provider or 
pharmacist to review 
your medications. Fibre 
supplements can decrease 
the absorption of certain 
medications, including 
drugs that treat thyroid 
disorders, depression, 
diabetes, high cholesterol, 
seizures and various heart 
ailments. Even common 
medications, such as 
aspirin, ibuprofen and 
penicillin, can be affected 
by an increase in fibre. You 
may take your medications 
one hour before or two 
hours after eating fibre to 
minimize the interaction.

Some fibre supplements 
may not be appropriate 
for people with certain 
medical conditions. For 
example, if you have celiac 
disease, you may need to 

stay away from fibre prod-
ucts derived from wheat. 
If you have diabetes, you 
may need to use a flavour-
less formula to avoid extra 
sugar. Consult your health 
care provider for guidance 
about the appropriate fibre 
supplement.

Go slow as you begin 
fibre therapy. Fibre supple-
ments may cause abdomi-
nal bloating, cramping and 
flatulence, especially if you 
start at a high dose. Begin 
with a low dose, gradually 
increasing the amount 
of fibre. Don't add more 
than 50 grams of fibre in a 
supplement per day, as that 
may affect how your body 
absorbs nutrients. Your 
health care provider can 
help you determine what's 
right for you.

Drinking plenty of water 
and exercising regularly 

can ease constipation 
too. You also may want to 
consider nonfibre prod-
ucts, such as stool soften-
ers, stimulant medications 
that cause your intestines 
to contract, enemas or 
suppositories.

If increasing fibre doesn't 
improve your symptoms, 
see your health care 
provider. Constipation can 
be a symptom of various 
underlying medical disor-
ders, such as pelvic floor 
muscle dysfunction, slow 
gastrointestinal motility, 
anatomical abnormalities 
or endocrine dysfunction, 
that may require different 
treatment.

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

Drive from First to Church 
streets, both in Elmira.

While the township will 
not be heavily involved in 
those projects it’s currently 
undertaking a major proj-
ect on Industrial Drive in 
Elmira. 
“The nice thing about that 
project is that we’re replac-
ing some underground 
deficiencies and we’re 
going to be providing some 
pedestrian facilities that 
didn’t exist there. So I think 
that’s a big enhancement, 
as well, because that’s a 
heavily walked roadway 
with all the [students from 
the] schools ... and the 
various retail stores there,” 
said Puppe.

The full project includes 
complete replacement of 
the watermain, storm and 
sanitary sewers, the instal-
lation of a sidewalk (on 
the east side of the road), a 
concrete boulevard, curb/
gutter, road base, pave-
ment and layby parking 
south of Oriole Parkway. 
The cost of project is esti-
mated at $3 to $3.5 million.

Other township-led proj-
ects planned for the future 
include George Street, 

High Street and Charles 
Street reconstruction.

While there are major 
ongoing road work proj-
ects in Woolwich this year, 
the Township of Wellesley 
is looking at big projects 
further down the road.

“We actually have a 
fairly light year this year 
because we have a couple 
of larger projects coming 
up in the next two years, 
major road reconstruc-
tions. So, this year is just 
more or less finishing 
the top coat of paving on 
a couple of sections of 
road outside of Linwood 
that we did the base on 
last year,” said director of 
public works Chris Cook.

While there are few 
projects that the region 
is working on within 
Wellesley, including Herr-
gott Road, Kressler Road 
and Line 86, these do not 
involve the township. 

This light schedule has 
led to fewer road closures, 
Cook said.

“Other than the regular 
maintenance activities 
that our staff would 
undertake like doing road 
crossings for new culverts 
and things like that. Those 

will pop up here and there. 
But again, that’s like one 
to two days max that the 
road would be closed. And 
those we send out daily 
so we do send those out to 
emergency services and 
we put it on our website 
and on our social media as 
well, informing people of 
those,” he explained.

For future projects 
Wellesley is looking at a full 
reconstruction of Queen’s 
Bush Road, including 
new sidewalks and curbs 
for 2023. In 2024, it’s Park 
Street in St. Clements 
along with sections of Peter 
Street and Church Street.

While inflation has 
meant higher costs for proj-
ects, it hasn’t changed any 
future plans, Cook said.

“We haven’t had to do a 
whole lot of pushing things 
back. Park Street was 
supposed to be this year. 
We put it off because of the 
logistics and complexity 
of the project, so that one 
wasn’t necessarily due to 
cost. From a cost perspec-
tive, we were able to plan 
fairly accurately and we 
haven’t really had to push 
things off because of that,” 
he added.

SUMMER SLOWDOWN: It’s definitely detour season
→ FROM 23

The current phase of the Church Street, Elmira reconstruction runs through the fall. Bill Atwood

state. Boyd Shafer and 
Kamo McHugh could only 
do the project in three-
month stints because of 
US rules around how long 
a non-resident can stay, 
and health insurance 
requirements. The project 
was self-funded, so they 
mostly couch-surfed, that 
is, stayed at the homes of 
people they connected 
with through Couchsurf-
ing.com, as they drove 
around the country in 
their little Toyota. The 
participants were found 
through word of mouth 
and social media.

Kamo McHugh said 
most people they inter-
viewed didn’t think their 
story was really worth 
telling.  “Then they would 
start telling us their story 
and it almost always blew 
us away.”

“Every single story was 
so touching. I cried almost 
every interview,” she said. 
“They all just seemed like 
such heroes to me, even 
though mainstream media 
wouldn’t have classified 
them that way,” said Kamo 

McHugh.
They covered stories like 

that of a woman named 
Ruth from Zimbabwe who 
became a nurse, escaped 
an abusive husband, 
was wrongly put in jail, 
started her own cleaning 
company, paid for her chil-
dren to attend university, 
and became an activist for 
queer rights and asylum 
claims.

Throughout the course 
of the project, the couple 
was very surprised by 
the prevalence of undoc-
umented people, that 
is, people who live and 
work in the United States 
who do not have official 
permission to be there. 
Boyd Shafer says they 
heard stories of people 
who didn’t know they 
were undocumented until 
they tried to get a driver’s 
license.

It’s to share these 
kinds of stories that Boyd 
Shafer is pushing forward 
with this project, but the 
pressure of fundraising 
is starting to take its toll. 
“It’s going to happen in 
some capacity, we’re not 

going to let this fail,” he 
said. “It’s been a grind. It’s 
very expensive to publish 
a photography book.”

For Elmira’s  Ernst,  
immigrating to the United 
States was worth it. Her 
daughter had her surgery 
in October 2018. The 
now nine-year-old went 
from needing a walker to 
walking on her own within 
a year after the procedure, 
she says. Now, the little 
girl does cannonballs in 
the pool, goes to ballet 
class with her peers and 
recently participated in a 
community production of 
Little Mermaid.

“It’s really interesting 
when you can sit and 
read through individual 
stories and see America 
through (the subjects’) 
eyes and their journey to 
come here,” said Ernst. “I 
think Colin has captured 
that in such an amazing 
and accessible way to help 
people understand why 
people might choose to 
come to America.”

To learn more about 
the project, email findin-
gamerican@gmail.com.

BOOK LAUNCH: Seeing America through others’ eyes
→ FROM 23

Originally from Elmira, Jaqueline Ernst  and her family moved to the US for access to the surgery her 
daughter needed to be able to walk. Submitted
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordWord of the Week Find-A-Word THEME: FLOWERS

ACROSS
1. Doc
6. Dash
10. Green gem
14. Ground
15. ___ list
16. Wicked
17. Hint
18. Oil source
19. Soup ingredient
20. Placed in order
23. Alkaline liquid
24. Plum part
25. Handful
26. Battering device
29. Sound
31. Over
33. Well
36. Exist
37. Hull areas
38. Trades illegally
41. Expense
42. Tank
43. Affectedly creative
44. Theater employee
45. Guide
47. Not just "a"
48. "Tarzan" extra
50. Set
51. Blemish
54. Part of P.S.T.
57. ___ lamp

60. Celeb
61. Rich organic soil
62. Polish
63. Tropical root
64. Biscotti flavoring
65. Catch some Z's
66. Choir member

67. Be silent, in music

DOWN
1. Music Genre
2. Before the due date
3. Cover, in a way
4. Longing

5. Bargain-basement
6. Enumeration follower
7. Ransack
8. Aimless
9. Present
10. Come together
11. Blvd.

12. Pass on
13. Antlered animal
21. Grounds for 

annulment, often
22. Anticipate
26. "I read you"
27. Deflect
28. Chaotic
29. Bike or trike
30. Audacity
32. Bedim
33. More or less
34. Cheek color
35. Carpenter's 

machine
37. Outdo
39. Fort Knox unit
40. Indigenous to 

Australia
45. Kind of block
46. Behind the times
49. Ziti, e.g.
51. Copycat
52. Charm
53. Change, as a clock
54. Fill
55. Zip
56. Common cat 

food flavor
57. Marshaled
58. "Much ___ About 

Nothing"
59. Namely

ACROSS
1. Stretch out
7. Fun facts
8. Rat or mouse
9. Punish with 

a fine
10. Baggage 

handler

DOWN
1. Subway 

handhold
2. Teaser
3. Equestrian
4. Deflect
5. Flinch
6. Procrastinator's 

word

 ALOE
 ANNUAL
 ARUM
 ASTER
 AVENS
 BALM

 BRIAR
 BROOM
 CANNA
 DAISY
 ERICA
 GORSE

 IBERIS
 IRIS
 IXIA
 LILY
 LUPIN
 MAY

 MUSK
 ORCHID
 ORRIS
 OXLIP
 PANSY
 PINK

 POKER
 ROSE
 TANSY
 VERBENA
 VIOLA
 VISCARIA

 WEED
 WELD
 YUCCA

JINGOISM
Excessive patriotism or nationalism
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If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

newsmart.ca

The store for newspaper readers.
Make a positive local statement everytime you put one on.

Visit our online store to discover exclusive Observer products. Every product purchase 
supports local news coverage in our communities reported by professional journalists.
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

VOLUNTEERS WITH 
TREES FOR WOOLWICH 
are trying to raise aware-
ness that many trees in 
the township are being 
harmed or killed due to 
improper string trim-
ming.

Trees for Woolwich, a 
group of professionals 
and volunteers who work 
to increase tree cover in 
the municipality, submit-
ted a report to the town-
ship detailing the nearly 
240 trees in 13 surveyed 
township parks that were 
found dead or fatally 
injured due to damage 
from string trimmers, 
also known as whipper 
snippers.

An employee of land-
scaping company Earth-
scape, Elmira’s Kaden 
Martin, first noticed the 
injuries to some trees in 
a park near his house due 
to improper trimming.

He let company 
owner Mark Schwarz 
know. Schwarz and his 
colleagues at Trees for 

Woolwich to avoid trimming around trees
Following a study conducted by Trees for Woolwich on the harm caused to municipal trees

Woolwich  conducted the 
survey.

The group surveyed 
deciduous trees from one 
to nine inches at breast 
height, which is the size 
and type of tree most 
susceptible to string trim-
ming damage. Of these 
trees, almost half of them 
were dead or would die 
from their injuries.

 “It’s an easily fixable 
problem,” said Schwarz. 
“Don’t trim.”

Trees for Woolwich 
volunteers say that 
township staff communi-
cated with them in May 
to say string trimming 
around public trees 
would be suspended for 
the summer of 2022 and 
that other steps, such 
as applying guards to 
the trees and mulching, 
would eventually be 
taken.

“The township can 
confirm that past turf 
maintenance practices 
have impacted the health 
of trees on township 
properties,” said Thomas 
van der Hoff, Woolwich’s 
manager of operations 

and projects. 
Van der Hoff said that 

the council directed 
staff to stop trimming in 
May, and maintenance 
staff and contractors 
were directed to stop 
trimming. Mulch and 
tree guards will also be 
applied to trees.

Volunteers with the 
organization continue 
to actively and regu-
larly survey the town-
ship’s parks. They say 
string trimming has 
not stopped, and trees 
continue to be harmed.

“We’re going to keep 
working at (this problem) 
until it’s solved,” said 
Schwarz.

“The township is 
working closely with 
our contractors and 
staff, implementing the 
suspension of string 
trimming of unguarded 
trees or trees that are not 
mulched. We are also 
working in conjunction 
with our contractor to 
increase the number 
of trees receiving tree 
guards in 2022,” said van 
der Hoff.

A string trimmer can 
damage a tree by cutting 
into the bark and harm-
ing the phloem layer just 
beneath it. This layer is 
where a tree transports 
nutrients from its leaves 
to the rest of the tree. 
This layer is delicate, and 
if damaged severely, the 
tree will starve.

After trees reach a 
diameter of 10 to 11 
inches at breast height, 
they are less suscepti-
ble to string trimmer 
damage, but smaller trees 
can be killed or severely 
harmed with even one 
incident. Repeated string 
trimmer damage as the 
tree grows will result in a 
shorter life span.

Dying trees had more 
than 70 per cent of the 
trunk circumference 
debarked, critical trees 
between 30 and 70 per 
cent and healthy trees 
had less than 30 per cent 
of the circumference 
debarked.

The solution is to add 
a ring of mulch around 
the tree to stop grass from 
growing, or add a plastic 
or cage-like protection 
around the base of the 
tree. Alternatively, string 
trimming near the trees 
can simply be stopped.

Van der Hoff says that 
string trimming around 
trees will resume once 
mulch and guards have 
been put in place around 
small and medium-sized 
trees.

String trimmers can cut into the bark of a tree, damaging the layer just underneath that transports 
nutrients throughout the tree. If too much of a tree’s circumference is damaged, the tree will die. It’s 
better not to trim them at all or put a guard around the trunk, say experts. Leah Gerber

Mark Schwarz, a volunteer with Trees for Woolwich, points out 
damage on a public tree caused by string trimmers, also known 
as whipper snippers.   Leah Gerber
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SCAN ME

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM
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Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

GIVEN THE $2 PRICE, 
BUYING the former 
Elmira Children’s Centre 
at 22 Mockingbird Dr. in 
Elmira was an easy deci-
sion for Woolwich council. 
Deciding what to do with 
the property may require 
more thought.

At just under an acre, 
the landlocked site owned 
by the Region of Waterloo 
is surrounded by Park 
Manor Park. In buying the 
property, Woolwich plans 
to tear down the existing 
6,700-square-foot building, 
which has been vacant 
since 2016 and is in poor 
repair.

Recreation staff suggest 
a new storage facility 
be built on the site, but 
that idea met with some 
reservations at councillors 
agreed to the land deal on 
June 27.

Coun. Larry Shantz 
noted the property isn’t 
well-situated, suggesting a 
more central location such 
as Conestogo.

While that would be 
ideal, replied manager of 
operations and projects 

Woolwich to buy former 
childcare site in Elmira
Future use of  the property yet to be determined

Thomas van der Hoff, 
the township has to work 
with the properties it has 
available. He noted the 
recreation department is 
spending about $10,000 a 
year on rental space, along 
with storage spread out 
across numerous munici-
pal locations.

“As the township contin-
ues to acquire additional 
park land and facilities, and 
in turn additional equip-
ment, the department has 
outgrown this space, resort-
ing to storing equipment 
throughout the township at 
the old Breslau fire station, 
Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
St. Jacobs Arena, and vari-
ous park fieldhouses. The 
department is currently 
looking for a second rental 
space to offset our imme-
diate storage needs,” he 
said in a written report to 
council.

But Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan shared Shantz’s 
concerns, saying not only 
is the location not central, 
it would mean a storage 
facility in the middle of a 
residential neighbourhood 
and in close proximity to 
neighbouring Park Manor 
Public School.

“I don’t see that being a 
good fit beside a school,” 
he said, suggesting a 
future use that’s more in 
tune with the park.

He added that the 
township is already 
looking at a new site for its 
public works department, 
which means the existing 
facility in the Union Street 
industrial area could be an 
option down the road.

Van der Hoff noted the 
new public works facility 
is still at least five or 10 
years away from being 
tackled.

One use of the new site 
that’s likely to be less of an 
issue is the proposed addi-
tion of more parking. 

The old childcare centre 
is slated for demolition 
this year, with $130,000 
earmarked to knock it 
down and remediate the 
site. The existing building 
dates back to 1975, with 
needed repairs estimated 
at some $439,000, includ-
ing a new roof, HVAC 
equipment replacement 
and repairs to the walls.

Plans for the site are 
likely to be on the agenda 
for the 2023 budget delib-
erations.

Aerial view of the landlocked parcel at 22 Mockingbird Dr. in Elmira. Submitted

MacDougall himself 
brings a wealth of expe-
rience including being 
in the original Broad-
way company of Come 
from Away. He has also 
performed at the Stratford 
and Shaw festivals and in 
many productions with 
Drayton Entertainment. 
He has also directed shows 
for the Blyth Festival, 
Theatre Aquarius in 
Hamilton and at Stage 
West Calgary.

Alex Mustakas, artis-
tic director of Drayton 
Entertainment, had high 
praise for the production, 

promoted as “love letter to 
farming.”

“Buying The Farm is 
relatable, heartfelt, and 
above all else, very funny. 
The production is packed 
with so many wonder-
ful moments of levity, 
balanced by flashes of 
insight and tenderness 
which speak to the plight 
of the independent farmer. 
It’s the perfect summer 
comedy.”

While the play covers 
some serious topics there 
is also a light-heartedness 
to it, MacDougall said. 

“It’s a very funny play, 
and very heartfelt and 

very entertaining.
Performances of the 

production will be offered 
at various capacity limits 
and with differing vacci-
nation requirements; 
some performances are 
full capacity with no 
vaccination requirement, 
some performances are 
limited capacity with no 
vaccination requirement, 
and some performances 
are limited capacity with 
vaccinations required. 
Tickets can be purchased 
by phone at 519-638-5555 
or toll free at 1-855-drayton 
(372-9866), or online at 
draytonentertainment.com.

BUYING THE FARM: A serious topic with plenty
of lighthearted moments to keep audiences laughing
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