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WE’VE GOT YOUR TIRES!
NEED WINTER TIRES?

During colorectal cancer awareness month 
Woolwich Community Health Centre reminds you -
 Don’t let fear or embarrassment delay you, 
stay safe and get tested

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

CHARGED WITH RAIS-
ING $2.5 MILLION 
towards the new Wellesley 
Township Recreation 
Centre, the fundraising 
committee got a big boost 
this week in the form a 
cheque for $1 million.

Bill Gies, who was born 
on a farm in St. Clements 

A township native who began his career as a developer in Wellesley, Bill Gies says he wanted to give back to the community

Campaign chair Chris Martin, Bill Gies, Mayor Joe Nowak, Jim Gies and Reagan Gies at the site of the future Wellesley Township Recreation Centre, to which Bill Gies has pledged $1 million. Submitted

and who got his start as 
a developer in Wellesley, 
provided the signature 
on the cheque. His name 
will adorn the project’s 
main facility, which will 
be known as the Bill Gies 
Recreation Centre.

“I’m a builder and devel-
oper. I bought my first 
piece of land in Wellesley, 
a farm, in 1973, and then I 
proceeded to develop that 

land and we built some 
houses on there,” he said.  
“So when I heard that they 
want to build a commu-
nity centre, I said, ‘OK, 
I’m willing to support it.’ 
That’s the reason why – I 
want to give back to the 
community.”

Gies’ quest to give some-
thing back was embraced 
by ‘Something for Every-
one’ campaign chair Chris 

Martin.
“It’s very nice to see – 

nice to see the community 
respond like that,” Martin 
said of the reception to 
the fundraising campaign 
launched last month. “Bill 
has long been instrumen-
tal in our community, 
developing lands and 
homes in our township. 
It’s nice to see him want to 
pay back, and give back to 

the community later in his 
career like that.”

Martin noted the large 
donation both lends cred-
ibility to the project and 
helps ease the pressure at 
the start of a climb to $2.5 
million.

His committee is 
looking after raising the 
public’s director contri-
bution to the $27-million 
project.

Along with an 
NHL-sized rink, the 
62,000-square-foot facil-
ity at Queens Bush and 
Hutchison roads in Welles-
ley village will include 
eight dressing rooms (two 
fully accessible), a dress-
ing room for the Apple-
jacks Junior C hockey 
team, a youth centre, 
seniors’ centre, a gymna-

→ DONATION 5

$1-million donation a big boost to Wellesley 
Township’s $27-million rec. centre project
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Tours Available!

Limited Time Offer:
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three Citing continued improvements in the 
pandemic situation, the Ontario government 
announced Wednesday it will remove the 
mandatory masking requirement for most 
situations on Mar. 21, with the exception of 
the likes of public transit, health care facili-
ties, long-term care homes and congregate 
care settings.

With a gush of spring runoff, the Grand 
River overflowed its banks in West 
Montrose, water pooled around clogged 
drainage grates and rapid-flowing water 
led to the closure of a low level bridge in 
St. Jacobs last weekend.The spring thaw 
not only began, but kicked off with a rush. 
Early-morning rainfall added to the situation.
From the Mar. 13, 2004 edition of The Observer

Mask usage to be eased From the archives

TAX TIME
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Region trends in right direction getting back to business
Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

IT’S BEEN TWO YEARS 
SINCE the COVID-19 
pandemic was declared 
and the first lockdown in 
Ontario flipped everyday 
life upside down. After last 
week’s lifting of many of 
the indoor restrictions in 
public settings, businesses 

Grant Scheifele was the lead painter in Waterloo Central Railway’s restoration of a GMD-1 locomotive donated by CN to the St. Ja-
cobs-based organization. Bill Atwood

in the region are remain-
ing cautiously optimistic 
as they try to get back to 
pre-pandemic operations. 

The region has seen 
active COVID case 
numbers trend down-
wards for the last couple of 
weeks. 

“Thank you to commu-
nity members for getting 
vaccinated and for your 

continued kindness 
towards each other. 
While data is trending 
in the right direction, 
the pandemic is not over 
– many in our commu-
nity are still grappling 
with the impacts of the 
virus,” regional Chair 
Karen Redman said 
Friday during the weekly 
pandemic briefing.

The region at midweek 
had 467 active cases, with 
outbreaks being moni-
tored in seven locations. 
In the past week, the death 
toll since the pandemic 
began reached 400.

“It is because of the 
many sacrifices that 
residents have made 
throughout the pandemic 
we are able to gradually lift 

measures. We won’t know 
the impacts of the March 
1 lifting of measures until 
around mid-March,” said 
Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang, medical 
officer of health for the 
region. “Although we are 
still trending in the right 
direction, we need to be 
cautious at this time. Our 
effort as a community to 
fight COVID-19 together → PANDEMIC 6

has saved many lives and 
reduced social disruption. 
Thank you to our commu-
nity for your continued 
efforts.”

Businesses across 
the region are steadily 
returning to more-normal 
levels of activity, though 
many of them struggle 
with financial losses over 

WCR puts restored locomotive into service
Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THE WATERLOO 
CENTRAL RAILWAY 
(WCR) last weekend 
celebrated a successful 
inaugural run of a restored 
GMD-1 locomotive. 

The train was donated to 
the St. Jacobs-based orga-
nization by CN Railway 
last year after the national 

company took their 
remaining GMD-1 models 
out of service. 

While that model was 
extensively used, only 
100 were made, said WCR 
general manager Peter 
McGough.

“It was a workhorse. It’s 
been in service on CN for 
60 years. So it’s not that it 
was rarely used, but as a 
locomotive, it was a rare 

model,” he explained.
While it took nearly 

a year to restore before 
the first run on March 5 
there was never any doubt 
about being able to bring 
the engine up to Trans-
port Canada standard, 
McCough noted.

“There was nothing 
that raised its hand to say 
‘OK, this isn’t going to 
work or it’s going to be too 

expensive.’ CN gave it to 
us in very good mechani-
cal working order. So just 
making sure that it oper-
ated mechanically was 
something we normally 
do anyway with our other 
engines. There was noth-
ing overwhelming that we 
faced.”

McGough praised the 
volunteer work crew for 

→ TRAIN 5

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

THOSE WHO AREN’T 
FANS OF winter have had 
plenty to criticize so far 
this year, and plenty to 
cheer now that spring’s on 
the horizon.

Though wintry weather 
was slow coming, it picked 
up in earnest after the 
holidays. Where this area 
normally sees about 125 
centimetres of snow, this 
year there was some 158. 
While the weather is start-
ing to shift, it likely won’t 
be until late-April that 
warmer weather really sets 
in, predicts Environment 
Canada senior climatolo-
gist David Phillips. 

“We certainly have seen 
more snow and colder 
conditions. The Kitchener, 
Guelph area, you’ve had 10 
days below minus-20, so 
it’s been certainly colder. 
But also, it has been snowy 
here,” said Phillips.

“The good news is some 
of that snow has disap-
peared. And I say good 
because this is the begin-
ning of the mud season, 

We can expect a mixed-bag of weather 
right through April, says climatologist

the flood season. You don’t 
want a lot of snow sitting 
on the ground because the 
ground is pretty frozen 
and it’s going to take a 
while to get rid of the snow 
and also to start melting 
the ground. And if you get 
a rush to spring, that is to 
go from slush to wet, well 
then, all that snow will 
disappear quickly, and it 
can run into the rivers and 
the streams. You can end 
up with some flooding.”

The Weather Network’s 
spring forecast issued 
earlier this month predicts 
most Canadians will need 
to be patient as we wait for 
consistent warm weather. 
They are also predicting 
above normal precipita-
tion for Ontario. 

“Spring is known for its 
changeable weather, but 
this year looks especially 
tumultuous,” said Chris 
Scott, chief meteorolo-
gist with The Weather 
Network, in a release. 
“Periods of warm spring 
weather will be a delight-
ful contrast to winter’s 
fury which we’ve all expe-

Spring’s ahead, but 
we’re not likely 
done with winter

→ WEATHER 6
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Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

THE MENNONITE 
CENTRAL COMMIT-
TEE’S RELIEF efforts 
in Ukraine continue 
despite the evacuation of 
personnel there due to the 
invasion by Russian forces 
starting February 24. 

The development 
agency has been providing 
aid in Ukraine for more 
than a century. With plans 
already in flux as the 
Russians built up forces 
at the border, the organi-
zation’s protocols forced 
the withdrawal of its aid 
workers.

MCC continues their 
humanitarian work in 
Ukraine nonetheless, 
offering help to those 
effected by war.

“We’re not abandoning 
Ukraine in any way. Work 
will continue, but we just 
take it on a daily basis and 
we continue to monitor 
the situation,” said MCC 
Canada spokesperson 
Laura Kalmar. “We have 
really strict safety and 
security protocols, and 
we’re following those 
because we don’t want to 
put our staff or partners in 
danger.

She noted the conflict 
with Russia isn’t unknown 
to MCC, which was offer-
ing aid in the build-up to 
the occupation of Crimea 
in 2014. 

“We’ve been working in 
Ukraine for a long, long 
time and those projects 
and partners continue 
despite the current situa-
tion,” said Kalmar.

The ongoing work is part 
of a longstanding partner-
ship with Ukraine, MCC 
Canada executive director 
Rick Cober Bauman,

“One hundred years 
ago, we responded to crisis 
in Ukraine,” he said in a 
release. “A century later, 
we find ourselves walk-
ing alongside the people 
of Ukraine in crisis once 
again. They are pleading 
for our prayer and support 
and a reminder they have 
not been forgotten during 
this time.”

On February 13, MCC 
evacuated four people 
working overseas on relief 
programs in Ukraine due 
to the worsening situation. 
Those staffers returned 
home to Canada or the US 
with hopes of returning to 
their work in the future. 

The MCC and their part-
ners still have people on 

Long established in Ukraine, MCC is helping with current crisis

→ MCC 6

Tatiana Pocesor with her daughters Karina, Vlada and Sasha, outside their house in Uman, Cherkasy 
region, Ukraine. The single-parent family received beds and blankets, and a replacement for their 
house’s leaking roof through MCC’s partner in Ukraine. Right, Inna Polukarova and her son Nikita 
receive emergency supplies through MCC’s partner in Nikopol, Ukraine. Top, Woolwich Township is 
flying a flag for Ukraine to show support for the country following the invasion by Russia. Submitted

Despite evacuating some staff, development organization continuing to provide relief in wake of Russian invasion

the ground, trying to help 
as the situation in Ukraine 
continues to unfold. 

“We do have some staff 
that were evacuated last 
weekend from the coun-
try. Those were staff that 

were outside their home 
country – so, people from 
Canada and the US. We do 
have staff that remain in 
Ukraine. They’re working 
with our organization’s 
leadership to evaluate and 

assess the situation and 
plan next steps for them-
selves and their families. 
The safety and security of 
our stuff or partners, the 
people of Ukraine are of 
utmost importance to us,” 

noted Kalmar. 
 “We’re in pretty regular 

contact with our partners. 
We haven’t heard at this 
point of any of them going 
into hibernation. But, of 
course, it’s a very dynamic 
situation, constantly 
changing on a daily basis. 
So, we continue to monitor 
it, we continue to stay in 
touch with our partners 
there on the ground, to 
hear from them, and 
there’s mixed reactions. 
People are aware, but the 
people of Ukraine are an 
incredibly strong and 
resilient people. They’ve 
come through a lot of 
hardships and they’re 
cautiously optimistic 
for their future I would 
say, despite really the 
unknown situation right 
now,” she said.

The MCC focuses its 
projects on relief, peace 
building, health, educa-
tion, and sustainable 
livelihoods for displaced 
persons or vulnerable 
people. They have partner 
organizations in Ukraine 
to whom they ship dona-
tions, including those 
collected in this area.

The United Nations 
High Commissioner for 
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COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS

Please join us  for lunch and fellowship on

March 23, 2022, 12:00 PM
Linwood Community Centre
5279 Ament Line, Linwood

Cost: $12.00
Registration is required by March 18 

519-664-1900 or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900
This event will adhere to the current provincial regulations that apply on the date of the event.

is excited to launch

Seniors
COMMUNITY COMMUNITY COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS

is excited to launch

Seniors
Community Dining 

COMMUNITY COMMUNITY COMMUNITY C CARE

Welcome 
Back!

sium that could serve as a 
community centre, meet-
ing rooms, fitness rooms, a 
walking track,  a commer-
cial kitchen, a multi-use 
court, a skate park, active 
outdoor play centre, two 
soccer fields and outdoor 
walking trails.

There’s room on the site 
for a future second ice pad 
and outdoor pool, as well.

The township is also in 
negotiations to include 
space for the commu-
nity health centre at the 
location, with costs to be 
recovered from leasing the 
space.

“We are very grateful 
to Bill for his generous 
donation that helps us 
get the campaign closer 
to our fundraising goal of 
$2.5 million,” said Martin, 
noting Gies’ donation 
will be food for thought 
to others contemplating a 

contribution. “Although 
the campaign is off to an 
impressive start there is 
still a significant amount 
of work to be done to 
engage with the commu-
nity so we can all take 
ownership in this tremen-
dous facility.” 

Gies said the construc-
tion of the new complex 
will provide recreational 
activities that didn’t exist 
when he was born in St. 
Clements 90 years ago.

“I recall the very first 
arena that they put up. I 
went rollerskating there, 
and they would rent those 
strap-on roller skates 
there. That was about 70 
years ago,” he chuckled.

Given that he’s hoping 
to do more development 
work in the township, 
the connection with the 
community will likely 
remain.

“I’ve got my son, James 

Gies, and my grandson, 
Reagan Gies, who are also 
involved in the construc-
tion business. They can 
carry that on for the next 
50 years, since I carried it 
on for the first 50 years.”

For Wellesley Township 
Mayor Joe Nowak, who’s 
known Gies for years, the 
generous donation came 
as no surprise.

“He’s always been really 
keen to try and do some-
thing for the community. 
I remember even years 
ago, he helped us with 
the library when he went 
ahead to renovate the 
library – he put some 
money into that.  He’s a 
community guy, that’s for 
sure,” said Nowak.

“I’m sure that’ll be a 
catalyst for others to give 
some consideration to 
help out. We still have the 
$2.5 million that we’re 
looking for.”

DONATION: Fundraising committee off to a good start 
in effort to raise $2.5 million from the community

→ FROM 1

its efforts in restoring the 
locomotive.

“Some of them are 
retired. Some of them 
come in on a weekend 
from their jobs. But they 
did it all by hand, every 
little bit of it. We were 
able to get the original 
CN colours to match. 
And we had decals made 
up. It doesn’t say CN, 

but that colour scheme 
is exactly the way it was 
delivered except where it 
says Waterloo Central, it 
would have said Canadian 
National.”

Grant Scheifele, lead 
painter on the project, 
said finishing the resto-
ration and the reaction it 
has generated have been 
rewarding.

“That’s what we do: we 
get old stuff and restore 
it and bring it back to the 
original. The comments 
we get on it are super. 
It’s a beautiful piece of 
equipment that runs well 
– 1,200 horsepower, which 
is powerful. We’re proud of 
it, very proud of it. A credit 
to the guys that worked on 
it,” said Scheifele.

TRAIN: Restoration of locomotive was a labour of love 
by cadre of Waterloo Central Railway volunteers

→ FROM 3

The newly refurbished locomotive was unveiled last weekend. Submitted

Woolwich Community Services Coldest Night of the Year fundraiser Feb 26 had close to 200 walk-
ers raising $91,000 to support local programming. The annual walk starts from Woodside Church 
in Elmira with 2km and 5km routes througout the town. Fundraising teams walk together including 
(above) Scott Jantzi, Todd and Erin Roes (Lucas, John, Ali), Gilbert Hamann, Heidi Boose, Andrea 
Jantzi (Adaya, Piper). Sporting the trademark touque of the event, Daniel Brubacher helps out vol-
unteering. Lee Coulman was walking for Team Sarah and team Dill Pickles (below)  included Lisa 
Hicknell, Jennifer Wall, Rachel Playford, Janet Redmond and Karen Wilson. Jeff Brubacher
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HVAC AND PARKING LOT CAPITAL PROJECT (201943) 
10 PARKSIDE DRIVE, ST JACOBS ONTARIO 
WOOLWICH COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTRE (8029) 

PRE-QUALIFIED GENERAL CONTRACTORS have successfully submitted bids with respect to parking lot 
improvements and replacement of the HVAC at the Woolwich Community Health Centre. 
 
Bids were received no later than 2pm, Tuesday, December 21, 2021 to the following results: 
 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR RESULT (plus applicable taxes) 

K-W Cornerstone Paving Ltd. 
P.O. Box 20120, Kitchener, ON N2P 2B4 
519-743-6411 

$414,445.00 

Kieswetter Excavating Inc. 
3135 Boomer Line, St. Clements, ON N0B 2M0 
519-699-4445 

$444,000.00 

Collaborative Structures Limited 
6683 Ellis Road, Cambridge, ON N3C 2V4    
519-658-2750 

n/a 

Paulsan Construction Inc. 
408 Henry Street, Unit #1, Brantford, ON N3S 7W1 
519-304-7555 

n/a 

Smith & Long Limited 
298 Marsland Drive, Waterloo, ON N2J 3Z1 
519-340-1326 

n/a 

 
 
 

rienced at times during 
the past three months.”

Phillips suggests it 
should be a good year for 
the maple syrup produc-
ers in the area, many of 
whom have already begun 
tapping, with a mix of 
mild and cold tempera-
tures for this month and 
April.

“What you want is 
almost a maple syrup kind 
of weather. You want it to 
be mild and then cold so 
you can get rid of the snow 
gradually without having 
it be an encumbrance on 
you in terms of having too 
much melt and at the time 
that spring rains come. 

“We still have some 
winter to go. We clearly 
typically still have about 
20 per cent of our annual 
snowfall occurs after 
the 1st of March. So just 
because you’ve had a lot 
doesn’t mean that you’re 
going to not get anymore 
– April’s the cruel month, 
they say, and that’s proba-
bly because you think you 
should be in spring when 
in fact you’ve got winter 
out your window.”

Phillips noted that 
March’s weather will have 
a bit of back-and-forth 
effect as some days we 
will still see a bit more 
snow. The first week of 
March presented fairly 
warm temperatures for 
Waterloo Region with 
glimpses of the snow 
melting. The melting 
snow has created some 
flooding in the Grand 
River system over the last 
couple weeks.

“We’re talking about 
periods of rain and 7 
degrees. But we could see 
some snow in the mean-

time. So, this is the time 
where you could get the 
white stuff, or you get the 
liquid stuff. It’s almost 
an equal chance. Then of 
course there is concern 
of the flooding,” said 
Phillips.

“Overall, we’re seeing 
I would say normal 
conditions for the spring, 
good maple syrup kind 
of weather. And from a 
precipitation point of 
view, we think it will be a 
wetter than normal spring.

“That’s why I’m still 
concerned about flooding, 
with more snow this year 
than we’ve had and now 
we get the spring rains. 
We still haven’t warmed 
up enough to soften the 
ground. Well, that could 
lead to some, as we say, 
some standing water 
and pools. The weekly 
forecasts in March, we’re 
showing kind of the first 
part of March being a little 
milder than normal, the 
middle part being a little 
colder than normal. And 
then the last half, the 
last part of March, a real 
warm-up.”

Phillips is expecting 
normal temperatures 
for April this year, with 
chances of a few more 
snow dumps.

“April is always a little 
tough because we don’t 
expect the return of winter 
and yet it always has its 
last hurrah, and it some-
times comes back and 
gives us snow but then it 
melts in two days. It has 
no lasting power, so that’s 
what we’re saying: noth-
ing too spectacular other 
than just kind of normal 
– I think that that’s really 
what you want at this time 
of the year.”

WEATHER: Temperatures expected 
to normalize by April; flooding a risk

→ FROM 3

Refugees reports some 
1.8 million internally 
displaced persons and 
conflict-affected people 
live in the Ukraine. That 
number is expected to 
increase as Russia contin-
ues to attack. 

“Peace building also 
encompasses trauma 
healing for us. And 
when people have been 
through trauma, through 
conflict, through war, 
those programs are so key 
to getting them back on 
the right track with their 
mental health, getting 
them to a place where they 
can live a full life. Trauma 
can really be very, very 
debilitating, and make 
somebody who’s already in 
a vulnerable position even 

more vulnerable. So those 
kind of mental health 
projects are so key when 
we work with people who 
have been in the midst of 
conflict and they’ve had 
to flee and have had to 
relocate,” said Kalmar.

She’s previously visited 
Ukraine to help with relief 
programs and meet some 
of the families they have 
been able to help with 
items donated to the MCC 
such as sewing or school 
supply kits. 

“I was in Ukraine, and 
I met families, a single 
mom with three kids who 
is living in a one-bedroom 
apartment but incredibly 
resilient, like incredibly 
loving and caring mom, 
who’s just doing the best 
for her kids and receives 

support from MCC,” she 
said, noting donors have 
responded to the crisis.

“We’re so very grateful 
for all the ways they’re 
reaching out and really 
being generous to their 
neighbours who they’ve 
never met, who are thou-
sands of miles away, but 
doing things like making 
a relief kit, filling it with 
soap and towels and 
shampoo or knitting a 
comforter or even donat-
ing or shopping in a thrift 
shop where the proceeds 
are part of the proceeds 
that will go to MCC 
programming, which does 
make such a difference in 
people’s lives.”

Canada has some 
1.4 million people who 
identify as of Ukrainian 

heritage, perhaps the 
largest such immigrant 
population after the US. 

“Oftentimes when you’re 
in the midst of crisis, these 
families who’ve had to flee 
and relocate and start their 
lives again, just knowing 
that there’s people in 
Canada who are generous 
and caring and compas-
sionate and really do care 
about them, it’s such a sign 
of hope to them in a situa-
tion that can feel very, very 
hopeless.”

MCC is currently accept-
ing donations to help 
the people in Ukraine as 
they try to navigate their 
way through the current 
crisis. More information 
about their programs can 
be found online at www.
mcccanada.ca.

the last two years due to 
continuous lockdowns 
and other restrictions. 
It’s been a tough stretch, 
UpTown Waterloo BIA 
executive director Tracy 
Van Kalsbeek told briefing 
participants.

“The last few years 
have been extremely 
difficult for small busi-
nesses and painful for all 
of us across the region. 
It’s definitely left a lot of 

us drained, divided and 
emotional disconnected. 
The announcement of 
the restrictions lifting is 
certainly something the 
BIAs are very happy about; 
it makes sense with all 
the vaccination, as well as 
fewer people in the hospi-
tals. It’s definitely going 
to make an impact on our 
local economy. We’ve been 
hearing from businesses 
that they’re fatigued. 
There’s been a staffing 

impact, too,” she said.
Waterloo Region is 

seeing small increases in 
vaccination over the last 
couple of weeks as vacci-
nation clinics continue to 
wind down. At midweek, 
the region was reporting 
89 per cent of eligible resi-
dents had received at least 
one dose of vaccine, while 
85 per cent were fully 
vaccinated. Some 54 per 
cent of eligible residents 
had been given a booster 

PANDEMIC: Businesses hopeful as restrictions start to ease
→ FROM 3 shot.

In Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, Public Health 
reported 90.1 per cent 
of eligible residents had 
received at least a first 
dose, with 87 per cent with 
two doses and 61.9 per 
cent boosted.

At midweek, that 
catchment area had 273 
active cases of COVID-19, 
reporting a cumulative 
161 fatalities since the 
pandemic began.

MCC: While withdrawing some aid workers, agency is maintaining its efforts
→ FROM 4

Hydro crews were dispatched Mar. 5 to Arthur Street in Elmira, 
across from Food Basics grocery store, to restore power after 
high winds downed lines. The store engaged it backup generators 
while repairs were carried out.



C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S  |  7Thursday, March 10, 2022 | THE OBSERVER

83 Arthur St. S. Elmira
519- 807-7459

Hours  Mon-Fri  9:30am-8:30pm 
             Sat  9:30am-4:00pm

10%
DISCOUNT ON

Fabrics
Store Wide

SPRING
Sale

15%
DISCOUNT ON

Poly Cottons 
& Non Stretch 

Polyester

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Turkey & Dressing or Meatloaf includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Mar 11 & 12 

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Mar 16-20

Hot Beef or Honey Lime Chicken includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

FEBRUARY 28

5:55 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to three separate reports 
of impaired driving over 
a 97-minute period. At 
approximately 5:55 p.m., 
officers responded to the 
area of Victoria Street 
North and River Road 
East in Kitchener after 
receiving a report of a 
male driver drinking in a 
motor vehicle. Officers 
then responded to the 
area of Westforest Trail 
and Highland Road West 
in Kitchener at approx-
imately 6:20 p.m. after 
an off-duty WRPS officer 
observed a female driver 
who appeared to be 
asleep behind the wheel 
of a car at a gas station. 
Slightly over an hour later, 
at approximately 7:30 
p.m., police responded 
to the area of King Street 
South and William Street 
East in Waterloo for third 
report of an impaired 
driver. All three drivers 
in these incidents were 
located and arrested by 
members of North Divi-
sion. As a result of the 
investigations, a 57-year-
old male from Wilmot 
Township, a 34-year-old 
female from Kitchener 
and a 37-year-old female 
from Woolwich Township 
were all charged with 
‘impaired driving.’ Their 
licences were immedi-

Police are investi-
gating several thefts 
of enclosed trailers in 
Waterloo Region. 

Since January, police 
have received 17 reports 
of trailer thefts through-
out the rural townships 
on private property and 
construction sites within 

ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Police investigating multiple thefts of enclosed trailers
cities. The trailers have 
contained construction 
tools and equipment and 
private property, includ-
ing snowmobiles and 
ATVs. 

Investigators believe 
that the thefts are occur-
ring in the overnight 
hours, between 10:30 

p.m. and 5 a.m. 
Anyone with informa-

tion is encouraged to 
call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477. 
Anonymous tips can also 
be submitted at www.
waterloocrimestoppers.
com.  

Police remind the 
public to report any 
suspicious activity 
immediately to police and 
encourages owners to 
secure their trailers and 
property, and consider 
video surveillance and 
motion-activated lights, 
when possible. 

ately suspended for 90 
days and their vehicles 
were impounded for seven 
days. 

MARCH 2

1:04 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received a 
report of a break and enter 
at a residence in Welles-
ley Township. Prior to 
police arrival, an unknown 
suspect(s) gained access 
to the home in the area of 
Carmel Koch Road and 
Wilmot Easthope Road. 
Personal property was 
taken and damage was 
caused to a front and side 
door of the home. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to contact police or Crime 
Stoppers.

MARCH 4

9:20 PM |  Pol ice 
responded to a report of a 
collision on Peel Street in 
New Hamburg. The driver 
of a vehicle, a 39-year-old 
Kitchener man, was trav-
elling north on Peel Street 
when he lost control of 
the vehicle and struck 
a parked vehicle. There 
were no physical inju-
ries reported. As a result 
of the investigation, it is 
alleged that the driver fell 
asleep while operating the 
vehicle. The driver was 
charged with ‘careless 
driving.’

MARCH 5

6:30 AM | A resident of 
Tristan Crescent in Breslau 
reported a theft from their 
vehicle, which is believed to 
have taken place sometime 
overnight. The unknown 
suspect(s) entered an 
unlocked vehicle and stole 
personal property. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477. 

8:30 PM | Wellington 
County OPP received a 
report of a two-vehicle 
collision on Tower Street 
South, Fergus. Initial 
reports indicated that 
two vehicles had collided 
and that one driver had 
suffered minor injuries. 
Emergency services 
responded and one driver 
was treated at scene. 
As a result of the inves-
tigation, a 33-year-old 
Fergus man was charged 
with ‘impaired operation’ 
and ‘impaired operation 
- 80 plus (mgs of alco-
hol in 100ml of blood).’ 
His driver’s licence was 
suspended for 90 days 
and his vehicle impounded 
for a week. The accused is 
scheduled to appear in the 
Ontario Court of Justice – 
Guelph at a later date.

MARCH 6

5:43 PM | Waterloo 

Regional Police received 
a report of a theft from 
a motor vehicle parked 
at an address on Loxleigh 
Lane in Breslau. The 
suspect entered an 
unlocked vehicle stole 
personal property. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.  

MARCH 7

8:26 AM | A single-vehi-
cle collision brought police 
to a Floradale Road loca-
tion in Woolwich Town-
ship. The driver of the 
vehicle lost control due to 
slippery road conditions 
from freezing rain. The 
vehicle then struck a hydro 
utility pole. There were no 
reported physical injuries 
as a result of the collision. 

MARCH 8

5:28 AM | Police received 
a report of a break and 
enter at a commercial 
property on Nafziger Road 
in Wilmot Township. The 
break-in is believed to 
have occurred sometime 
overnight. The suspect(s) 
forced entry into a shop 
and once inside, stole vari-
ous equipment. The inves-
tigation is ongoing. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.  

$9.69

PORK 
SCHNITZEL       

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$10.75/lbMARBLE CHEESE     

$4.99/lb

Reg.$6.19/lb

/lb

MAPLE DALE 

BREADED

observerxtra.com/letters

Write a letter to the editor and 
submit it online today.

A fender-bender Mar. 8 brought emergency crews to Herrgott Road and Broadway Street in Hawkesville.  Justine Fraser
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “Our industry faces a shortage of some 
skilled trades in future unless we get 
more people to take up the tools. Women 
are a critical component of ensuring we 
have the workforce we need to build 
much-needed housing and ensure the 
continued economic recovery of Ontario.”
Residential Construction Council of Ontario president 
Richard Lyall on the need to get more women into the 
trades.

Some 85% of Canadians say having 
more women in politics would have a 
positive impact on government policy, 
actions, and decisions. Women, however, 
are being approached to run for office 
half as often as men (7% vs. 14%).
Abacus Data survey

Verbatim The Monitor

I f not for the environmental concerns or the abil-
ity to channel food where there’s a shortage, the 
skyrocketing prices should have us more aware of 
the issues in the spotlight during Food Waste Action 

Week.
Some 58 per cent of food produced in Canada is lost or 

wasted each year somewhere along the chain from farm to 
fork. That’s about 35.5 million tonnes valued at $50 billion. 
Some 4.82 million tonnes of food, or nearly $21 billion 
worth, is lost or wasted during the processing and manufac-
turing process. Some 2.38 million tonnes of food, or more 
than $10 billion worth, is lost at the consumer level.

Food that is grown, raised, caught, or harvested, but 
never eaten, is considered to be food loss and waste. For 
example, a piece of fruit that is damaged during transport; 
food items in grocery stores that spoil before they can be 
sold; leftovers from a meal prepared at home that are not 
eaten; or food dishes prepared in a restaurant that are never 
served and are instead discarded. 

All told, the annual cost of avoidable food loss and waste 
in Canada is $1,766 per household.

About a third of what we waste is food that could be 
rescued, redirected instead to food banks and other areas 
in need. Recovery of surplus food to feed people is not in 
itself a solution to food insecurity, but the best use of food 
is when its consumed by people rather than, say, being 
recycled or, worse yet, simply sent to landfill. The recovery 
process involves both redirecting items to food banks or use 
by commercial operations to create new food products.

At the household level, we could save money by avoiding 
waste. That’s a key consideration given that Canada’s Food 
Price Report for 2022 predicts the average family will spend 
an additional $966 for food this year compared to 2021. 

Food waste is especially prevalent in North America, of 
course, where we’re rich enough to do so. Not that we don’t 
complain about the price of food nonetheless.

When we buy two-for-one deals or choose larger pack-
ages but let the extra items spoil, we’re contributing to the 
problem. (The same is true of producers who package and 
market foodstuffs in a way that makes smaller portions less 
economical.) We throw away items that have passed their 
best-before dates but are still good. As with the supermar-
kets, we toss produce that looks a little blemished but is 
fine in reality.

When we toss food, all the resources to grow, ship and 
produce it get chucked, too, including massive volumes 
of water, for instance. We also need to consider the energy 
and resources expended in bringing food to our tables. 
According to the United Nations Environment Programme, 
if food waste were a country, it would have the third-biggest 
carbon footprint after the U.S. and China.

Food Waste Action Week’s theme this year is ‘Food waste 
feeds climate change,’ based on research that shows food 
waste contributes an estimated eight per cent of all green-
house gases worldwide.

In that vein, about 25 per cent of Canada’s methane emis-
sions (a greenhouse gas that traps 25 times more heat in 
the atmosphere than carbon dioxide) comes from landfills. 
That’s the rationale behind diversion programs such as the 
green bin employed in Waterloo Region.

Officials stress that by taking action on food waste, we 
can save money, protect the environment and create new 
business opportunities for our agri-food entrepreneurs. 
And we can help the country take steps towards meeting 
the UN Sustainable Development Goal to cut global food 
waste in half by 2030.

While farmers, processors and retailers are doing more to 
prevent loss and waste, we can have an impact at the indi-
vidual level by making small changes that start with being 
conscious of the message being spread this week.

Rising prices help us focus
on reducing food waste

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

It was my wife Tina who 
noticed it first, a couple of 

weeks ago. Her father Charl, 
a clever, gentle man whom 
we all loved, was addicted to 
steroids – a doctor ‘friend’ 
started him off on whole-body 
doses for asthma about 50 years 
ago – and over time his face had 
puffed up a bit in the usual way. 
She said she could see the same 
changes in Vladimir Putin’s 
face.

Out of curiosity, we went back 
and looked at earlier pictures of 
Putin, and we thought we could 
see the same phenomenon. 
He’s obviously been a body-
builder for much of his life, and 
many, perhaps most bodybuild-
ers, take steroids at some point. 
And some long-term steroid 
users, including Tina’s father 
(although he wasn’t a body-
builder), get hooked.

To be frank, Charl became a 
steroid junkie, which we first 
realized after his suitcase got 
lost when we took him on a 
trip to Russia, of all places. 
It was a classic junkie panic: 
he couldn’t think of anything 
else until he had his steroids 
again. I deserved a medal for 
finding him steroids without a 
prescription in Moscow in one 
day, but I never got one.

I wish I had paid more atten-

Putin as junkie madman
 might help explain invasion

ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

tion to Tina’s remark about 
Putin, but instead I went on 
predicting that Putin would 
not invade Ukraine until only 
a few days before he did, on 
the grounds that no rational 
leader, however ruthless, would 
do that. He might bluff about 
doing it, but actually doing it 
held nothing but downsides for 
Putin, and he wasn’t stupid.

I even wrote: ‘The problem 
for the target audience, the 
onlookers, and sometimes the 
leader’s own associates, is that 
they cannot tell the differ-
ence between a ‘madman’ act 
and the actions of a genuine 
madman unless the ruler actu-
ally does something irrevocable 
and plainly crazy. We’re not 
there yet with Vladimir Putin.’ 
And I really didn’t think he was 
crazy.

So he invaded. Three days 
later I heard Lord David Owen, 
former UK secretary of state for 
foreign affairs but also an expe-
rienced medical doctor trained 
in neurology and psychology, 
telling Radio London that he 
had spotted the same puffiness 
as Tina in Putin’s face, and had 

reached the same conclusion. 
But he then went a bit farther.

“Look at his face, see how 
that has changed,” Owen said. 
“He now has an oval face. 
People said ‘Oh, it’s plastic 
surgery or Botox’, but I don’t 
believe that at all. He’s on 
either anabolic steroids as a 
bodybuilder – and he’s very 
proud of his muscles and strips 
to the waist and everything 
like that – or he’s on corticoste-
roids.

“If you’re on these drugs, 
they give you this face. They 
reduce your immunity and 
make you more vulnerable 
to COVID. This man has been 
in complete isolation, quite 
extraordinary, won’t see 
anybody, stays miles away, 
tremendous pressures. Which 
indicates he’s on a steroid and 
probably, maybe, a combina-
tion of both.”

As television diagnoses go, 
that’s pretty convincing. And 
it would explain a lot: not just 
the 15-metre tables with him 
at one end and his generals at 
the other, but also the inva-
sion of Ukraine. Anabolic 
steroids are associated with 
increased irritability and 
aggression; corticosteroids are 
sometimes linked to mania 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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Editor's 
Point of View

When it comes to the benefits of leisure, embracing it is half the battle

while these workers 
could benefit from leisure 
physical activity, after 
walking 10,000 steps while 
cleaning or standing seven 
hours in a production line, 
people tend to feel tired 
so that’s a barrier,” said 
study author Prof. Andreas 
Holtermann of the 
National Research Centre 
for the Working Environ-
ment in Copenhagen.

Those of us who adhere 
to the notion that leisure 
equates to laziness could 
be paying a price for that.

Feeling like leisure is 
wasteful and unproductive 
may lead to less happiness 
and higher levels of stress 
and depression, Ohio State 
University researchers 
suggest.

In a series of studies, 
researchers examined 
the effects of a common 

belief in modern society: 
that productivity is the 
ultimate goal and time’s 
a-wasting if you’re just 
having fun.

People who most 
strongly agreed with this 
belief not only enjoyed 
leisure less, but also 
reported poorer mental 
health outcomes, said 
Selin Malkoc, co-author 
of the study and associate 
professor of marketing 
at the university’s Fisher 
College of Business.

“There is plenty of 
research which suggests 
that leisure has mental 
health benefits and that it 
can make us more produc-
tive and less stressed,” 
Malkoc said. “But we 
find that if people start 
to believe that leisure is 
wasteful, they may end up 
being more depressed and 
more stressed.”

In line with that 
research, Lynn Zubernis, 
Ph.D., a clinical psychol-
ogist and professor at 

West Chester University 
in Pennsylvania, extols 
the virtue of leisure in a 
Psychology Today piece.

“Far from being a 
waste of time, engaging 
in leisure and recre-
ational activities has been 
found to have significant 
benefits. Taking time to 
nurture the self, whether 
it’s taking a candlelit bath, 
a brisk walk in the park, 
or watching a favorite TV 
show, can help us manage 
stress, provide a sense 
of balance, and bolster 
our self-esteem. There 
are both physical and 
psychological benefits of 
leisure time, with reduced 
levels of stress, anxiety, 
and depression; improved 
mood; and higher levels of 
positive emotion. Engag-
ing in recreational activi-
ties can also lower cortisol 
levels, blood pressure, and 
heart rate,” she writes.

The research finds even 
when they do take part in 
leisure activities, those 

who believe such time is 
wasteful experience fewer 
benefits. Such a take on 
leisure undermines the 
enjoyment of it.

Our plugged-in lives 
provide a measure of 
stress, especially when 
technology blurs the 
separation between work 
and home life. The words 
of British philosopher 
Bertrand Russell are as 
applicable in today’s 
pandemic times as when 
he penned them.

“‘If I were a medical 
man, I should prescribe a 
holiday to any patient who 
considers work import-
ant.’”

While underscoring a 
serious issue, the study 
lends itself to a worthwhile 
pursuit, one made even 
more relevant in this most 
languid of times: idleness.

In his 1932 essay In 
Praise of Idleness, Russell 
makes a case for less 
work and more leisure. 
He encouraged a four-

hour workday. Even at 
that time, industrializa-
tion had left subsistence 
practices well behind: we 
could produce abundant 
supplies without working 
extraordinary hours.

Early on the industrial 
era we began to hear 
about the leisure society. 
That ideal became even 
more talked about in the 
computer age: we were 
going to have so much 
leisure time that society 
would actually have to 
make arrangements for it. 
That’s certainly not been 
the case. In fact, statistics 
from the last three decades 
show we’re typically work-
ing increasingly longer 
hours for modest, if any 
gains.

Where leisure had 
once been the domain of 
only the most privileged, 
Russell argues, industrial-
ization should have paved 
the way for a more demo-
cratic distribution of idle 
time. 

“Leisure is essential 
to civilisation, and in 
former times leisure for 
the few was only rendered 
possible by the labours 
of the many. But their 
labours were valuable, not 
because work is good, but 
because leisure is good. 
And with modern tech-
nique it would be possible 
to distribute leisure justly 
without injury to civiliza-
tion,” he writes, though 
the postwar gains on that 
front were already fading 
out when Russell died in 
1970 at the age of 97.

“I think that there is far 
too much work done in the 
world, that immense harm 
is caused by the belief that 
work is virtuous, and that 
what needs to be preached 
in modern industrial 
countries is quite differ-
ent from what always has 
been preached,” he writes. 
“Everyone knows the story 
of the traveller in Naples 
who saw twelve beggars 
lying in the sun, and 

The clocks do move ahead this weekend, but it's only just an hour.

Work less. Enjoy life 
more. Words you 

can take to heart. Literally.
A series of studies that 

tie extra hours at work 
to an increased risk to 
heart disease, physical 
ailments and decreased 
mental health should give 
us pause to put the rat 
race on hold, at least at 
times. That’s especially 
good advice now that 
we’re experiencing fewer 
pandemic restrictions 
and finally starting  to see 
some better weather, the 
kind that lends itself to 
more outdoor activities.

In one study, research-
ers compared people 
working a normal seven-
hour day with those work-
ing a minimum of three 
hours extra. They found 
that this level of overtime 
is associated with a 60 
per cent increased risk of 
heart-related problems, 
including death due to 
heart disease, non-fatal 
heart attacks and angina.

Even after adjusting 
for socio-demographic 
characteristics (such as 
age, sex, marital status 
and occupational grade) 
and other risk factors, 
researchers determined 
that working three to four 
hours overtime – but not 
one to two hours – led to 
that greatly increased risk 
of coronary heart disease.  

A 2021 study in the 
European Heart Jour-
nal, published by the 
European Society of 
Cardiology, found leisure 
activity is important even 
to those who have physical 
jobs. Higher leisure-time 
activity provides lower 
risk of death whereas the 
opposite can be true with 
work-time activity.

“Many people with 
manual jobs believe they 
get fit and healthy by 
their physical activity 
at work and therefore 
can relax when they get 
home. Unfortunately, 
our results suggest that 
this is not the case. And →KANNON 10
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KANNON: Nobody on his deathbed 
wishes he’d spent more time at work

STEVE 
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Being studious about crappie behaviour

The truth is I don’t know 
a lot about crappie fishing 
because, come spring, I 
spend most of my time 
chasing brook trout or 
wild turkeys. As a result, 
crappie fishing is not 
something I am known 
for – which is another 
sentence my best fishing 
buddy strongly disagreed 
with.

I like to think of myself 
as a student of fishing, 
however. So lately, I have 
been reading books and 
on-line articles on the 
subject and trying to 
figure out what I need in 
terms of fishing gear, flies, 
and knowledge to find 
and catch big crappies. 
Because anyone can catch 
small crappies. The trick is 
finding the big ones – also 
known as slabs.

That’s why, I have 
been studying very hard. 

So hard that Jenn even 
asked me what I was so 
immersed in. At the time I 
was reading about crappie 
behaviour. And I said as 
much.

“Let me get this straight,” 
she said. “You are actually 
reading about understand-
ing crappie behaviour?”

“Yes,” I said. 
Jenn must have remem-

bered that time when I 
caught a few crappies off 
the town dock because she 
then exclaimed that, in her 
experience, it seemed like 
I knew everything a person 
needs to know about crap-
pie behaviour. 

“Oh, stop it,” I said, while 
blushing just a bit.

 “I just hope you use what 
you learn to better your-
self,” she replied

That, of course, is the 
idea. By the time spring 
arrives I will be completely 
up to date on the best 
tactics and techniques 
needed to find and catch 
big slab crappies. That’s 
not to say that I’m going 

to give up on trout and 
turkeys. It just means I will 
add one more skill to my 
spring fishing repertoire. 

Why do this, you ask?
I’ll be honest with you. I 

think it’s about time I lived 
up to all the hype.

You see for years people 
have wrongly assumed I 
am a good angler when 
it comes to panfish. And, 
like most anglers, who are 
wrongfully complimented, 
I have not corrected them 
once. Unlike most anglers, 
however, I have always 
been embarrassed by the 
this lie of omission. So, 
this year, I’m going to do 
something about it.

Yes, this year when 
someone points at me 
and says, “There’s Steve 
Galea. Everyone says he is 
a crappie angler,” I’m going 
to make sure they were not 
lying.

Which is something that 
my best fishing buddy 
says I should never worry 
about. But, again, he’s 
being too kind. 

Lately, I have been tying 
dozens of flies and 

dreaming of spring fishing. 
This is an affliction that 
takes hold of me each year 
right about now. The only 
difference is the affliction 
is manifesting itself in a 
very uncharacteristic way 
this year. 

You see, of late, I have 
fixated on the idea of 
targeting spring crappie. 
And why not? Crappie 
are one of the best tasting 
panfish in our waters.

Here’s the problem, 
though. I don’t know much 
about crappie fishing. If 
this surprises you, don’t 
feel too bad. Heck, it even 
surprised my best fishing 
buddy. 

In fact, when I casually 
suggested, “I’m not a 
crappie fisherman,” he just 
looked at me and said, “Oh 
Steve, I beg to differ.”

Yes, he has been with 
me when I have caught a 
crappie or two, but he was 
being uncharacteristically 
kind.

Queen Elizabeth II is the oldest 
serving state leader in the 
world at 95.

National Ethics Awareness 
Month is observed every 
March and calls on politicians 
at all levels of government to 
commit to telling the truth for 
thirty days consecutively.

There’s no method of 
“impeaching” a Canadian 
Prime Minister and no limit on 
how long they can serve.

ↆ LAST WEEK:
Truth: Sports Ilustrator featured a colour guide by designer Emily 
Weddle to assist planning your bracket pics based on team colours. 
Blue and white are easy favs, but betting on brown you’ll go far. 

Truth: Forbes.com wrote about the Michigan State vs Indiana State 
1979 matchup of how this game propelled college basketball and the 
NBA to new business heights and the creation of elite basketball stars.

Lie: March Madness is the NCAA elite US college basketball 
tournament starting this year on March 13.

You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.com. 
Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

and psychosis.
I wouldn’t make policy 

solely on this diagnosis, 
but it needs to go into the 
mix when thinking about 
how to deal with Putin. 
A man who destroyed 
Grozny and helped raze 
east Aleppo could also 
erase Kyiv and its inhab-
itants while being quite 
sane, but the sanity of a 
man who hints at using 
nuclear weapons if 
anybody tries to thwart 
him is questionable.

The usual suspects in 
the media have run wild 
with this story, with some 
explaining that a ‘tacti-

cal’ nuke could be used 
on a Ukrainian town ‘to 
encourage the others’ 
to surrender. Others 
publish maps illustrating 
a Russian nuclear weapon 
detonated over the middle 
of the North Sea as a warn-
ing to NATO not to help 
Ukraine.

There’s not actually 
much that anybody in 
Ukraine or its foreign 

Irish Fish 'n' Chips
& Irish Wing Night

Friday March 18th 3:00PM - 9:00 PM

Call or email to book Table or Pickup time.Call or email to book Table or Pickup time.

at RiverSong
632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.ca | www.chefduff.ca

Dine in or Take out

offered a lira to the laziest 
of them. Eleven of them 
jumped up to claim it, so 
he gave it to the twelfth. 
This traveller was on the 
right lines. But in coun-
tries which do not enjoy 
Mediterranean sunshine, 
idleness is more difficult, 
and a great public propa-
ganda will be required to 
inaugurate it. I hope that 

DYER: We can’t be unsure how unbalanced Putin is with talk of nukes
→FROM 8 friends can do about this. 

Nobody is going to suggest 
that they should surrender 
just in case Putin really 
means it (and he hasn’t 
explicitly threatened to 
use nuclear weapons, just 
making references to them 
that imply the subject is on 
his mind).

One precedent that may 
be under consideration 
in Washington is the kind 

of declaration President 
John F. Kennedy made 
during the 1962 Cuban 
crisis, just changing the 
names to say that “any 
nuclear missile launched 
from Russia against any 
nation in Europe will be 
regarded as an attack 
by Russia on the United 
States, requiring a full 
retaliatory response upon 
Russia.”

It might not deter Putin, 
but it would certainly 
terrify the generals around 
him. On the other hand, 
it would also terrify the 
generals around Joe 
Biden. Hold off on this one 
for now.

→FROM 9 … the leaders of the YMCA 
will start a campaign to 
induce good young men 
to do nothing. If so, I shall 
not have lived in vain.”

The medical studies and 
Russell’s advice bring to 
mind the warning about 
working yourself into an 
early grave. When the 
overtime demands get to 
be too much, just tell the 
boss your heart’s not in it.

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

A ONE-GOAL WIN 
PROVIDES AS many 
points in the standings 
as a blowout. You also get 
two points for defeating 

Kings extend lead atop conference with another pair of wins
either a league-leading 
team or one sitting at the 
bottom. 

With that in mind, 
the Elmira Sugar Kings 
picked up four more 
points with a pair of wins 
over the weekend, edging 

out the two lowest-ranked 
teams in the GOJHL’s 
Midwestern Conference 
and solidifying their hold 
on top spot with 60 points 
(30-8).

On the road in Brantford 
Saturday night, the Kings 
beat the last-place Bandits 
3-2. The following night 
back on home ice, they 
posted a 2-1 decision over 
the seventh-place Caledon 
Bombers.

Saturday night’s match 
was something of a strange 
one, with the home-side 
Bandits outshooting 
the Kings, who relied on 
special teams to make the 
difference.

After a scoreless first 
period, the Bandits 
were on the board first 
when play resumed in 

the middle frame. Less 
than three minutes later, 
Brody Leblanc made 
it a 1-1 game when he 
scored at 5:31, assisted by 
Brock Reinhart and Chris 
Black. 

Elmira was up 2-1 at 7:17 
when Adam Grein scored 
an unassisted, short-
handed goal. It was the PK 
squad that struck again 
at 11:40, with Luke Eurig, 
from Nathaniel Mott, 
scoring the second shortie 
of the period to put the 
visitors up 3-1.

The long goal of the 
third stanza drew the 
Bandits within one, but 
it was 3-2 Elmira when 
the final buzzer sounded. 
Shots, however, were 25-18 
in favour of Brantford, 
with netminder Matthew 

Lunghi stopping 23 to post 
the victory.

Elmira was 0-3 on the 
power play, while Brant-
ford went 0-6.

The pace was a little 
different the following 
night at the WMC, with 
the Kings scoring first 
and outshooting Caledon 
32-20, but it was another 
one-goal decision.

Eurig’s 20th goal of 
the season put the home 
side up 1-0 at 7:11 of the 
opening period, with 
Jaxson Murray drawing 
an assist. That’s how the 
score would stand going 
into the first intermis-
sion.

In the second period, 
it was Leblanc (Reinhart, 
Black) who scored, giving 
the Kings a 2-0 lead for 

about five minutes before 
the Bombers got on the 
board at 13:24. 

Despite exchanging 
chances – shots were 10-9 
in Elmira’s favour in the 
third – neither team could 
convert, leading to a 2-1 
final after 60 minutes.

Elmira goaltender 
Daniel Botelho stopped 19 
shots for the win. Elmira 
was 0-4 with the man-ad-
vantage, while Caledon 
came up empty on its one 
opportunity.

This weekend, the 
Kings are in Cambridge 
Saturday night to face the 
second-place Redhawks 
(27-12-2). The team is home 
the following night to 
welcome the sixth-place 
Listowel Cyclones (14-19-
5-1).

observerxtra.com/letters

Write a letter to the editor and 
submit it online today.
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

BusinessBusiness New mortgage growth declined by 8.1% in 
the fourth quarter of 2021 when compared 
to Q4 2020, according to Equifax Canada’s 
most recent Market Pulse report. The aver-
age loan amount for new mortgages is at 
$355K as of Q4 2021.

The 600 residential homes sold last month 
through the MLS system of the Kitchen-
er-Waterloo Association of Realtors was an 
increase of 48.5% from January. The average 
price of a detached home was $1,214,067, up 
33.1% from a year earlier and an increase of 
5.3% from the previous month.

Mortgage growth down House prices keep rising

7668 8th Line Drayton 519-638-3457 @cleanfieldsvc

Call to book a meter test today!

Keep an eye on the environment as prices rise

→ ROBERTS 13

Kirby Martin of CrossFit Elmira, Lori Weber of Guys & Dolls Salon & Spa and Jax Rula of the Three Sisters Cultural Centre are among the 
local business operators looking forward to some return to normalcy as restrictions are lifted this month.  File photos

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

THE END OF MOST 
RESTRICTIONS for 
indoor public settings 
in Ontario meant local 
businesses could return 
to something resembling 
normal operations after 
two years of pandemic-re-
lated adjustments.

The long stretch saw 
business owners having 
to adjust to a host of 
conditions, from mask 
mandates and vaccination 
certificates right through 
to outright lockdown that 
forced them to close their 
doors.

As of the start of March, 
issues such as capac-
ity limits and checking 
customers’ vaccination 
status have largely gone by 
the wayside, with busi-
nesses eager to welcome 
back shoppers, diners and 
patrons, many of whom 

helped keep them afloat 
through some trying 
times.

 “It’s been pretty crazy, 
we have people coming in 
and we have to turn them 
away right now but it’s 
good that the community 
is supporting us,” said 
Kevin Hotradat, owner of 
the Lux Cuts barbershop in 
Elmira.

Another salon happy to 
have their loyal customers 
back in is Guys & Dolls 
Salon & Spa in Elmira, 
which opened a new loca-
tion during the pandemic. 

“We want to be effi-
cient, get people through, 
but we also have to have 
enough time to give them 
the service and get their 
hair back where it started. 
That’s challenging because 
something that would 
take two hours now can 
take up to two-and-a-half 
to three hours. We have to 

→ RECOVERY 13

Returning to something like business as usual
Local shop owners happy to see the lifting of pandemic-related restrictions as they look to welcome back customers

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Spare a thought for the 
environment as food 

prices jump and an uncer-
tain future lies ahead.

Food prices are rising 
for many reasons, not 
the least of which is 
the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, one of the world’s 
most significant grain 
producers and exporters. 
Unless the war stops or 
ends in a couple of weeks, 
grain stocks will dwindle 
because Ukraine can’t get 
a crop planted. 

Dwindling stocks mean a 
tight squeeze on supplies, 
which leads to higher 
prices because no one 
is trying to unload their 
harvests at low prices. 
Competition dries up.  

Influences on grain 
prices are many and 
varied. But when there’s a 
supply shortage and prices 
rise, crops get planted 
to later be sold and take 
advantage of the market.

Back in the late 1980s 
and early 1990s, prices 

tanked. Some farmers 
tried to stay afloat by eking 
out as much grain as possi-
ble on the land that was 
available. In some cases, 
the land was environmen-
tally sensitive and should 
have been left untouched 
or untilled. But times were 
tough and farmers’ backs 
were against the wall.

Today, prices have totally 
flipped around, hitting 
record highs in some cases. 
And worries are arising 
that once again question-
able land will be brought 
into production, for the 
same reason: farmers want 
to squeeze production and 
profit out of every bit of 
land possible.

Farmers care about 
sustainability, but they 
also need to be profitable. 
And even with high prices, 
an overwhelming number 

of farmers are still getting 
the majority of their 
income off the farm. They 
cannot make ends meet on 
farm sales alone.

Exporting nations are 
keeping a close eye on the 
situation. No importer 
wants to do business with 
an environmentally care-
less country. It looks bad, 
and it is bad. But no coun-
try wants to go without 
food staples, either.

Back in the mid-80s, 
the US government tried 

to stem the temptation of 
using environmentally 
sensitive land for crops by 
actually paying farmers 
to preserve land – not just 
telling them they should.

The US program was 
a huge hit, despite being 
condemned by some 
countries as a thinly veiled 
subsidy program that paid 
crop-growing farmers to not 
grow crops, at a time when 
a movement was underway 
to get rid of subsidies.
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NOW 
OPEN

6681 Reidwoods Dr.
Elmira, ON
519-669-3503

Open Tues to Sat, 9 AM - 5 PM

CHEMICAL FREE,  HORMONE FREE

6681 Reidwoods Dr.

Open Tues to Sat, 9 AM - 5 PM

ORGANIC WHOLE MILK

IF YOU WANT YOUR MILK PRODUCED 
NATURALLY THIS MILK IS FOR YOU!

COME SEE US AT THE FARM!

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

THE GRAND RIVER 
SYSTEM BOASTS a 
diverse and extensive 
trail network that covers 
stretches from the 
Dundalk headlands to the 
waterway’s outlet at Lake 
Erie. Along the way, hikers 
can explore the likes of the 
West Montrose covered 
bridge and other locations 
in Woolwich Township 
and Waterloo Region. 

A desire to showcase 
the wide range of options 
was the impetus for the 
launch last Friday of a new 
website from the Grand 
Watershed Trails Network 
(GWTN).

The Grand River boasts 
the largest watershed in 
southern Ontario, giving 
people plenty of room 
to explore with the new 
website providing a guide 
and a new ability to chart 
your trip prior, with camp-
ing suggestions, restau-
rants or activities and lists 
of sites to see such as the 
famous kissing bridge.

Now active at www.
grandtrails.ca, GWTN’s 
new website is where 
outdoors enthusiasts will 

find the map to the trails 
that interconnect and 
ways to support so they 
can help build more trails 
in the future. GWTN looks 
to promote tourism by 
providing people with an 
easy place to find outings 
that make use of some 300 
kilometres of trails along 
the Grand River.

“It covers a huge area 
of southwestern Ontario. 
It’s the idea of water trails 
along the river plus associ-
ated land trails, and also to 
bring people to the history, 
the cultures and nature – 
to all the things that the 
area has to offer,” said 
Anne Crowe, chair of the 
Grand Watershed Trails 
Network.  

“We’ve developed a 
proposed route for a trail 
that goes from Dundalk all 
the way to Lake Erie using 
existing off-road trails 
where they’re available 
– like the Kissing Bridge 
Trail and Cambridge 
to Paris Rail Trail – and 
stringing them together 
with connectors so that 
it’s connected all the way 
down. On the website, 
there will be interactive 
maps so you can zoom in 
and see exactly where you 

Connecting trails and tales along the Grand River

Anne Crowe, chair of the GWTN, helped cre-
ate the website that seeks to boost tourism 
in the area by connecting trail systems from 
Dundalk to Lake Erie. Justine Fraser

Grand Watershed Trails Network launches new website to promote use of trails all along the Grand River system
are, where to go next sort 
of thing and also all the 
amenities. If you come 
from out of province or 
even out of the country, 
you would be able to plan 
the whole visit.”

This project was funded 
by a $15,400 Resilient 
Communities Fund from 
the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation which helped 
the organization create the 
new website and promo-
tional video showcasing 
the Grand River. 

“The work of the Grand 
Watershed Trails Network 
is vital to Ontario as it 
offers a tremendous 
recreational experience, 
upgrades to the trails, and 
promotes tourism from 
all over the world,” said 
Sheref Sabawy, parlia-
mentary assistant to Lisa 
MacLeod, Minister of 
Heritage, Sport, Tourism, 
and Culture Industries in 
a release. “The funding 
through the Resilient 
Communities Fund will 
ensure the great work 
of the GWTN continues 
to grow as more tourists 
choose Ontario as their 
destination.”

The website hosts 
several fundraising 

→ GRAND RIVER 13



B U S I N E S S  |  13   Thursday, March 10, 2022 | THE OBSERVER

2615 Victoria St. N • BRESLAU
519-648-2608

www.belgian-nursery.com

������������������������������������������

Does not include Cacti, Succulents, Jades, Aloe, 
Herbs or flowering plants (like Violets & Primula). 
Does not include Orchids, Bonsai & Air Plants.
While supplies last – Sorry No Holds.

POTS & SAUCERS PRIMULA 
����������������������������
�����������������������������

TROPICAL DAYS AT BELGIAN!

�����������������������������������������
�
	����	����
���������

Sale ends March 31

TROPICAL HOUSEPLANTS

SEEDS & 
SEED 

STARTING 
SUPPLIES 
ARE

 HERE!

������������������

��������������������25%
Off

�� ���������
������ ���
������������������
�� �����
�� �������������

25%
Off

Ceramic, Clay, Plastic, 
Fiberstone  & More!

$499
�������� ��

������������������

$4000��
����
������
���

FRESH 
POTTED 

HERBS
$549

����
������

ORCHIDS, BONSAI,
 BONSAI STARTER PLANTS 
& AIR PLANTS 15%

Off

���������������������������������������

March 2 to March 31

clean, we have to sanitize, 
we have to do all that in 
between, so the booking is 
the hardest,” noted salon 
owner Lori Weber.

Gyms were one of the 
hardest hit industries 
during the pandemic 
with constant closures 
and restrictions as to 
how many they could 
let in at certain times. 
Many were able to push 
through and open up to 
help their customers get 
back in shape from the last 
two years, where people 
weren’t able to do many 
of the sports or activities 

they used to enjoy daily. 
“It’s been a long couple 

of years. It hasn’t been 
easy but just seeing 
people’s happiness come 
back, people’ health 
improve, it’s been amaz-
ing. Anything to push 
the health of the greater 
Elmira area is what we’re 
all about,” said Kirby 
Martin, owner of CrossFit 
in Elmira.

Some local businesses 
were able to confidently 
open up or begin construc-
tion during the pandemic, 
which proved to be a 
challenging time with 
the recent trucker protest 

→ FROM 11

RECOVERY: Business owners wait to see if customers start returning as usual

options to help GWTN 
keep expanding on their 
work, such as the sales of 
Grand River merchandise 
and the ability to accept 
donations. The video 
featured on the front page 
of the new site explores 
the trails and rivers people 
can explore as well as 
some sites they can see. 
The West Montrose bridge, 
along with a crossing 
Mennonite buggy, is 
featured in the video, as 
are the trails of Waterloo 
Region.

“We hired a videogra-
pher with a drone. He did 

drone shots of the river, 
going down the river. 
Plus, the site will have 
links to all the maps and 
lots of information. We’re 
also doing a ‘trail town’ – 
this is a concept of other 
long-distance trails that 
the towns have. So, places 
like Elmira, what the inter-
esting things to do in the 
area are,” said Crowe.

She has explored the 
trails before the launch of 
the website being an avid 
cyclist herself she has seen 
the many towns and sites 
located on the interactive 
map online.

“If you go out on the 

river, you always see 
herons. I’ve seen a bald 
eagle once. I’ve seen mink, 
deer ... so you can see 
wildlife along the river, 
either on foot or on a 
bicycle or on the river. The 
bridges are quite amazing. 
And then there are some 
surprising little museums 
that you wouldn’t even 
know – there is a little gem 
called the Salt Springs 
Church, which is a historic 
church right beside the 
river just south of Brant-
ford that you have no idea, 
you just ride your bike by 
it and it’s like ‘what’s this?’ 
added Crowe, noting she 

often enjoys the archi-
tecture located around 
the area, easily seen from 
the many spots along the 
Grand River.

The network of trails is 
split into five sections on 
the map starting from the 
headwaters in Dundalk, 
then to Centre Wellington, 
on to Waterloo Region, 
then Paris and Brantford 
and lastly Onondaga to 
Lake Erie. The map and 
website, launched by 
GWTN March 4, looks 
to make trips along the 
Grand more navigable 
for residents and tourists 
alike.

across the country causing 
delays in construction 
materials being shipped 
as well as other store 
merchandise.

Set to open at the begin-
ning of April, the Three 
Sisters Cultural Centre 
in St. Jacobs began the 
purchase of the property 
located at 1370 King St. 
N. during the start of the 
pandemic.

“We had the paperwork 
signed and agreements 
were made April 16 of 
2020. So, we have really 
been through the entire 
process of redesigning the 
centre, all the architecture, 

→ FROM 12

GRAND RIVER: Maps and other information provide trail users with a host of information about various routes

The West Montrose covered bridge is featured in a new promo-
tional video by the Grand Watershed Trails Network.

all the permits, and now 
all of this construction 
has really taken place over 
the last two years,” said 
Jax Rula, artistic director 
for Three Sisters Cultural 
Centre. “The village has 
been relatively quiet over 
the last few years, which, 
in a way has allowed our 
construction crew to come 
in and make a bit of a mess 
right in the downtown 
core. And they’re going 
to be finished very, very 
shortly. We’re coming to a 
place where the mandates 
are coming to an end and 
people are going to start 
coming back out.”

→ FROM 11

ROBERTS: Watching for an impact 

But in paying farmers 
to preserve land, they 
were contributing to the 
health of natural habitat 
and waterways. Society 
expected farmers to be good 
stewards, but had never 
really recognized them on 
this scale for doing so.

Last year was a peak year 
for the US effort, called 
the Conservation Reserve 
Program, with 5.3 million 
acres of land enrolled. 
That far surpassed the 
agriculture department’s 
four-million-acre goal. 
Farmers like the idea of 
getting paid to preserve 

sensitive land.
They’re supposed to 

be signing up now for 
this year’s version of the 
program, and locking 
in their land. But the US 
agriculture secretary is 
being pressured to give 
landowners more time. 

All this renews the 
age-old debate about what 
constitutes sustainability, 
the freedom to do what 
you want on your own 
land, and farmers’ social 
licence to keep us fed. 
More about this in coming 
weeks, as pivotal decisions 
are made that could well 
impact the environment.
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ArtsArts The third annual Femme Folks Fest is 
now on, running through Mar. 20. The 
local festival features 13 days of presen-
tations, pop-ups and events in Waterloo 
Region. This year's outing offers hybrid 
programming, both virtual and for the 
first time in two years live-in person.
www.femmefolksfest.ca

Artistic director Antoni Cimolino and exec-
utive director Anita Gaffney have agreed to 
stay on as the Stratford Festival’s leadership 
team, the organization announced this week. 
Cimolino's two-year extension runst through 
2026, while Gaffney stays on through 2027.
www.stratfordfestival.ca

Femme Folk Fest a go Stratford extends mgmt.

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East
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Hosted by our Pelvic Physiotherapists 
Jessica, Christine and Nimmy!

Join us for our FREE
Intro to Pelvic Health Webinar!

Wednesday March 23rd at 4:30PM
Call our o�ce or go to the 'Virtual Workshops'

tab on our website to register!

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

HAVING BEEN ON 
THE BACKBURNER 
for two years due to the 
pandemic, the 50th anni-
versary tour may just boil 
over as the Downchild 
Blues Band returns to 
touring this month.

In what it dubs The 
Longest 50th Anniver-
sary Tour Ever, the band 
hopes to make up for lost 
time, playing all the hits 
that have made Down-
child a legendary blues 
act since the band’s start 
in 1969. It’s a celebration 
that began with 2019’s 
Live at The Toronto Jazz 
Festival recording – the 
group’s first vinyl release 
in more than 30 years – 
and now finally gets to go 
on the road as pandemic 
restrictions are eased.

“We’re just looking 

forward to getting back 
out there and seeing 
everybody since the 50th 
anniversary was 2019. 
We didn’t get to finish it 
because of the pandemic, 
so it’s been kind of the 
longest 50th anniversary 
tour in history,” said 
Chuck Jackson, lead 
singer and one of the 
harmonica players in 
Downchild. “We didn’t 
get to play places to cele-
brate that.”

The tour launches 
March 24 in Meaford 
before the band makes 
its way to the River Run 
Centre in Guelph two 
days later. 

“We’ve got great audi-
ences right across the 
country, but we always 
enjoy coming to Guelph. 
We’ll have some guests 
and we’ll be doing a lot 
of Downchild hits. You 
know, ‘Flip, Flop and Fly’ 

Downchild finally gets to share milestone with their fans

The Downchild Blues Band’s second stop on their new tour brings them to the River Run Centre 
in Guelph on Mar. 26.  Submitted

With The Longest 50th Anniversary Tour Ever, the legendary blues band returns to touring after two-year delay due to pandemic
and ‘I Got Everything’ ... 
Mostly we’ll be playing a 
collection of songs from 
our 20 CDs that we’ve 
recorded over the years 
– a lot of favourites – and 
it’s going to be a great 
time. Looking forward 
to seeing a lot of our old 
fans – the band’s been 
together 50 years, so we 
see a lot of fans that bring 
out their children or their 
grandchildren to see us 
play. We’ve gone through 
a few generations, so it 
should be a good time.”

The band was formed 
in Toronto in 1969 by 
bandleader Donnie “Mr. 
Downchild” Walsh and 
his brother, the late Rich-
ard Walsh. Donnie got his 
first taste of blues music 
as a young teenager 
during a birthday party 
for his girlfriend. From 
there, he was hooked.  

“I was absolutely 

amazed by the music 
and, like, most people 
who heard the blues, 
started looking for more,” 
said Donnie Walsh in a 
release.

Excited to finally be 
back on the road, to cele-
brate with fans, Down-
child Blues Band has over 
30 spots across Canada 
and the US lined up for 
the anniversary tour.

“Last year we did three 
gigs with Downchild, 
two in Quebec and one in 
Mississauga. But most of 
our theatre gigs and stuff 
were cancelled or moved 
because of the pandemic. 
So, we’re very much look-
ing forward to getting 
back on the road. We’ll be 
going out west later in the 
summer. So, it’s bouncing 
back and looking forward 
to seeing all our fans 
across the country,” said 
Jackson.

Downchild’s current 
lineup, who’ve been 
performing together for 
some 25 years, includes 
Walsh, who still leads the 
band, Jackson, Pat Carey 
on tenor sax, Mike Fitz-
patrick on drums, Gary 
Kendall on bass and Tyler 
Yarema on keyboards. 

They’re all looking 
forward to being back 
on stage together, said 
Jackson.

“The main thing is it 
looks like now things are 
coming back together 
and making sure that 
everybody’s safe and our 
families and members 
of the bands are healthy. 
Things are well and good 
right now. We’ll have 
some rehearsals and just 
run over some of our 
show, but after playing 
for 50 years, we pretty 
much know it all pretty 
well, so it won’t take 

long to get back into the 
groove.”

The band members are 
all triple vaccinated and 
ready to play, continuing 
their celebration of their 
JUNO award win for the 
2017 album ‘Something 
I’ve Done’ and their 
latest release, ‘Live at the 
Toronto Jazz Festival.’

“We do all original 
songs, we pretty much 
write all our own songs. 
We did our 50th anni-
versary gig in Toronto in 
2019, with Dan Aykroyd 
and Paul Shaffer and a 
bunch of other guests. 
That was a great time – I 
think there was probably 
about 40,000 people for 
that,” said Jackson. 

Tickets to see Down-
child Blues Band in 
Guelph on March 26 are 
available through 
their website, 
www.downchild.com. 
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated general laborer. 
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general 
clean up. Early morning starts.

Competitive wage.

Looking to fill positions for:

TRUCK DRIVER (Float/Roll Off)
HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

GENERAL LABOURER
Required:
- Professionalism with customers 

and coworkers
- Punctual and hard working
- Employ safe work practices

Year round work with competitive 
pay including benefits

Forward resume to 
dave@kieswetterdemo.com and

kirk@kieswetterdemo.com
or fax to 519.883.0170  

Kieswetter Demolition Inc.
235 Madison Ave S., Kitchener | 519.883.4125

Farm equipment operator and general farm 
labourer; operating �rewood processer, 
also truck driver for �rewood business. 
Some shop work included. Being mechani-
cally minded would be an asset, with 
minimum AZ restricted driver’s license. Can 
train for license. Living quarters available.

Full Time and/ or 
Part Time Position 

Call James Gerber 519-274-1984
        Collin Gerber  519-274-1236

No Sunday calls please

On farm by Gadshill, ON 

LIVE AUCTION SALE
Of Tractors, Harvester, Machinery and Miscellaneous items, to be held at  

6803 - 8th Line West, Centre Wellington Twp.  
(5 miles west of Elora, 5 miles northeast of Elmira),  for Shiloh Acres Inc.  

(Clarence and Greg Bauman and Families), on

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30TH @ 10:00 A.M.
HARVESTER, TRACTORS, SKID STEER:  JD 5830 self-propelled 
forage harvester, 4WA, AC, hyd. spout, Cleanfix reversible fan, 7ft. 
pickup, NH 360N4 – 4 row corn head, Kernel processor, liquid applicator, 
serviced by Sunova, 2010 hours since an engine rebuild by Sunova. CIH 
7110, FWA, cab, AC, 4 speed reverse, 16.9R28 fronts, 20.8R38 rears, 
20.8R38 t-rail duals, suitcase weights (duals & weights sell separate), 
7250 hours, recent engine rebuild by Stoltz. CIH 5230, FWA, cab, AC, 
14.9R24 fronts, 18.4R38 rears, added turbo, Murphy switches, 5775 
hours (not original). CIH 5130, FWA, open station, 510 loader, 7 & 8ft. 
buckets, bale spear, pallet fork (fork, spear & 8ft. bucket sell separate), 
14.9R24 fronts, 18.4R38 rears, Murphy switches, 1 owner, 11,300 hours. 
JD 1640, 2wd, 146 loader, bucket, bale spear, 18.4R30 rears, studded 
chains (chains & spear sell separate), 1 owner, 10,050 hours. Case 1818 
gas skid steer, bucket, rubber tire manure scraper (selling separate), 
3234 hours.
MACHINERY:  Gregoire Besson 5 furrow plow, vary width, auto 
reset, high clearance.  CIH 4200FLCU, 26ft. mulch finisher with diamond 
harrows (customized with JD wings). Konskilde 21ft. “S Tine” cultivator, 
spike harrows & heavy rolling baskets. Int. 45 – 18ft. cultivator. Glenco 
9 tooth soil saver. Kvernland 3 furrow 3ph plow. White 6100 – 6 row 
corn planter, insecticide hoppers, 2 independent liquid fertilizer 
systems.  Schulte SR W1400 – 14ft. stone rake. Rock-O-Matic 546 pto 
stone picker. CIH SC412 haybine, hyd. drive, center pivot. 2 wheel 3ph 
rake. H&S swath turner/merger, 6ft. pickup. 3 Forage King 318 – 18ft. 
forage wagons with roof, on Horst 275 wagons (left & right hand unload 
options). 28ft. wooden flat rack on Horst 275 wagon, c/w lights. Bruns 
gravity bin (approx. 6 ton) on Horst 200H double reach wagon. Nuhn 
Magnum 5000 gal. liquid manure spreader. Husky 22ft. liquid manure 
agitator. Husky 12ft. X 8in. liquid manure pump. Husky 10in. fill pipe. 
26ft. X 10in. fill hose. Hardi Navigator 1000 gal. sprayer, 60ft. 3 section 
boom, foam markers. 6 row 3ph liquid nitrogen applicator with pump 
and saddle tanks.  Gehl 1580 forage blower, 1000 rpm, Grandy granular 
applicator. Gehl 99 forage blower. Whitewater Welding 14 ton hyd. 
tandem dump trailer with 12ft. box. Homemade dump trailer. Lucknow 8 
½ ft. snow blower, double auger, hyd. hood.  
MISC. ITEMS: Side mount 3ph rotary mower (homemade). Outback 
STX Guidance system. Dicky-John radar unit. Bauman 3ph sidewalk 
sander. Danuser post hole auger. Creekbank stationary round bale 
unroller. Creekbank 6ft. bale cart. 3 sections harrows with pole.  
Stationary 50 gal. electric orchard sprayer. Backpack sprayer. 1 ½ in. 
& 2 in. pumps (Honda 5.5hp engines). 3 wagon snaggers. 3 – 2500 gal. 
plastic fertilizer tanks. 1600 gal. plastic fertilizer nurse tank. 300, 500, 600 
& 1200 gal. plastic fertilizer tanks. 14ft. loader mount boom. 12in. grain 
bin aeration fan. Plastic feed cart. 3ph weight. 4 – 24in. basket fans. 
Hobart mig welder. Ladders. Heavy welder ext. cord. 6in. endless drive 
belt. Assorted belts. 1 ½ bags Force insecticide. Seed corn. Harvestore 
silo unloader parts. 1 ½ & 2 in. fertilizer hoses. Hyd. cylinders. Electric 
motors. 6 Yetter fluted disc coulter assemblies. 5 JD & 3 CIH complete 
cultivator shanks. 10 “S Tine” shanks. Used lumber & plywood. 2 – 
35ft. hand hewn barn beams. Fanning mill. Cattle clipper plus a small 
wagonload of farm related items.  
NOTE – A well maintained lineup of shedded machinery. See  
www.gerberauctions.net for photos.  
TERMS – Cash or cheque with I.D.  
SALE ORDER – wagonload. larger miscellaneous items, machinery.  
COVID NOTE – Provincial policies to be adhered to.
PROPRIETORS – Greg Bauman 519-993-5073, Clarence Bauman 519-503-1047

AUCTIONEERS: 
Gerber Auctions Ltd,  

Crosshill 519-699-4451 or 519-698-0138

Lorentz Farms Ltd.
Mill operators and night shift loader 

tractor driver/general labourer needed.
 

Some equipment operation required.  
Call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

SEASONAL
HELP WANTED

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Auction

Requirements
• Valid AZ License
• Clean Driver Abstracts
• Currently able to cross the US Border
• A desire to grow and develop within 

a positive team culture
We provide a safe and 

reputable work environment with a 
competitive wage package.

Please contact 
recruiting@grandridge.ca

JOIN OUR 
GROWING TEAM AS A 

US CROSS BORDER 
OWNER OPERATOR 

OR COMPANY DRIVER

39 Arthur St N Elmira, ON

Help Wanted

ENS 

Poultry

Inc.

GENERAL 

LABORERS 

NEEDED 

enspoultry@gmail.com

519-846-9290

Poultry processing 

and packaging line 

workers

Typical work 

week 3 days 

a week 

Help Wanted

For Sale
I BEAMS FOR SALE. 
VARIOUS I-BEAMS/
channels for sale, W5 
to W10,call for details. 
(905)745-9631.

SOLID OAK DEACONS 
BENCH; LOVE SEAT - 
all good condition. 
Cedar Chest; China 
Dishes - 12 place 
setting plus 2 serv-
ing bowls & platters. 
For more details 
519-803-3377.

For Sale
SPRING SALE AT HILL-
CREST HOME BAKING. 
March 15-26, 2022. 
519-669-1381. 10% 
off Fabrics, Table-
cloth, Quilt Batts, 
Hosiery, Story Books. 
Selected fabrics Half 
Price. Selected sweat-
ers $15.00. Check out 
the Bargain Table. Now 
carry "Happy Moms" 
Diapers.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Farm 
Services

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

   

The successful candidate will be responsible for parts sales, 
inventory control, stocking, ordering and be able to communicate 
with the public in a courteous and professional manner. The 
applicant will need to handle multiple parts orders on a routine 
basis between customers and the service shop.

QUALIFICATIONS:

Parts Counter Person

• Computer Skills
• Must be organized and maintain 

a neat and clean work area
• Excellent people skills
• Ability to multitask and work 

under pressure

We are a full line dealer for Agricultural, Construction, Turf, and 
Consumer products, We specialize in Kubota, Polaris, Stihl and 
numerous short line brands.

We offer a competitive wage and benefit package, and a modern 
work place environment

Wages will be based on experience

• Mechanical aptitude, Equipment 
background an asset

• Willingness / ability to learn
• Marketing Skills
• Some physical labour required

SERVING YOU SINCE 

1965
Drop off resume at: 
0519 Wellington Rd. 7, Elora

Or Email: 
reception@deboersequipment.com 

Help Wanted

Word Ads 
Continue on 

page 17
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

Matt Scott, P. Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager
GM BluePlan Engineering Limited
650 Woodlawn Road West, Block C, Unit 2 
Guelph, ON N1K 1B8
Tel: 519-824-8150
Email: matt.scott@gmblueplan.ca

TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
MUNICIPAL CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Structure 400172 - Greenhouse Road
NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE

The Township of Woolwich is hosting a Public 
Information Centre (PIC) to review and discuss a 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) for 
Structure 400172 on Greenhouse Road.

The project is being planned as a Schedule ‘B’ 
Project in accordance with the “Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment” (Municipal Engineers 
Association, October 2000, as amended in 2007, 2011 
and 2015). The Class EA process includes public and 
agency consultation, an evaluation of alternatives, 
an assessment of potential environmental effects of 
the proposed work and identifi cation of reasonable 
measures to mitigate any potential adverse impacts.

An integral component of this project is consultation 
with directly affected stakeholders, agencies and the 
general public.

An Online Public Information Centre has been arranged to provide an overview of the project, including the 
EA process, background studies that have been completed and alternative solutions being considered.

The PIC presentation slides will be available for review on February 28th, 2022 on the Township’s 
Engineering Notice page, under the Greenhouse Road Structure 400172 Environmental Assessment tab:

https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/engineering-public-notices.aspx

The project team requests that all comments are submitted no later than March 25th, 2022, to the 
project team members listed below:

Darryl Schwartzentruber, C. Tech. 
Township Project Manager 
Township of Woolwich
24 Church Street West, P.O. Box 158, 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
Tel: 519-669-1647 ext. 6047
E-mail: dschwartzentruber@woolwich.ca
Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the 
exception of personal information, please note all comments will become part of the public record.

This Notice fi rst issued February 25th, 2022. https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/engineering-public-notices.aspx

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce
With staff working a mix of in offi ce and from home, it is recommended that you use our services offered 
online or phone to book an appointment before visiting the offi ce to ensure we are available to assist you.  

The following services can be accessed through our website:
• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, Trees, Winter 

Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit

For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or call 519-669-1647. 
For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
All our vaccination clinics are open for appointments!  To book an appointment or fi nd a walk-in location, 
visit: regionofwaterloo.ca/GetVaccinated

Mental Health supports
If you are struggling or need support, you have access to local, professional mental health 
supports through the Woolwich Counselling Centre by calling 519-669-8651 or visiting 
www.woolwichcounselling.org.

You can also reach out to the Waterloo Region 24/7 Crisis line at 1-866-644-0326.  

We are here for you.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
As of March 1st, the Province of Ontario took additional steps to ease public health measures. This 
includes the lifting capacity limits, proof of vaccination and active pre-screening in all indoor recreation 
facilities. 

Please note that mandatory masking remains in place as regulated by the Province of Ontario.

Local Business Resources
The Township’s Economic Development and Tourism department is focusing on business economic 
recovery. 

• Let us promote your food business during the Taste the Countryside Maple Trail. Visit 
www.tastethecountryside.ca to learn more!

• Order FREE masks for your business: 
     https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-Mask-Request; 

• For mental health support, contact Woolwich Counselling Centre at 519-669-8651 or email at 
info@woolwichcounselling.org.

For more information about government programs and other business supports call 519-669-6020 or 
email: EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426
SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

KITCHENER- OVERSIZED END UNIT 
TOWNHOME!!!! Perfect for the 
first-time buyer, this 3 bedroom, 2 
bathroom home is located in a great 
neighborhood and close to all amenities. 
Newly and professionally painted 
throughout with updates in the kitchen 
and bathroom and an unfinished 
basement awaiting your personal style. 
Enjoy the open main-floor living space 
with a walkout to the patio and 
fenced-in, private yard with mature 
trees. The parking spot is conveniently 
located very close to the front door. 
Don’t have a vehicle? No worries! Within 
walking distance to many amenities 
including shopping, the community 
centre, parks, and schools as well as a 
medical clinic. This condo offers a 
central green space with a playground 
and because it’s an end unit you have 
your very own gardens to adore. With 
nothing left to do but move in, you won’t 
want to miss out on this gem!

HEIDELBERG -  Custom-built, executive home situated on a large 90ft x 150ft lot! Located in the quaint 
Village of Heidelberg, only 10 minutes to KW, this immaculate home is 2640 sq. ft. Stepping into the 
front door, you will be greeted by the eye-catching foyer featuring vaulted ceilings and a grand staircase. 
Enjoy the formal living room, separate dining room, plus a dinette open to the custom kitchen with a 
huge island. The family room feels spacious and airy and has a cozy gas fireplace and a built-in speaker 
system making it the perfect space for a movie night with the family. The home office overlooks the front 
gardens with a nearby 2-piece bathroom and a convenient laundry room by the garage entrance. On the 
upper level, you will find 4 good-sized bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. The master bedroom retreat offers a 
walk-in closet & a spa-like 5-piece bathroom for you to relax & unwind. The basement is fully finished 
with an open rec-room featuring a wet bar and stone gas fireplace, a newer bathroom with in-floor 
heating, plus a bonus room currently used as a gym. BBQs with friends this summer??? Enjoy 
entertaining outside with a walk-out from your dinette area to the fully fenced yard and covered deck 
with a hot tub. So much room to run, play and just kick back! The interlock driveway can park 4 vehicles 
plus another 2 in the double car garage. With extra storage space in the outdoor 8ft x 14ft storage shed, 
you will have room to fit both cars in your garage in those cold winter months! Other features include 
ample storage, R.O. water filter, water driven back up sump pump with alarm, shed roof -2020, new roof 
on pergola-2020, new spa pack & pump in hot tub-2020, new dishwasher, central air - 2020.
This home has it all and is waiting for you!!!! Book your private viewing today.

$1,400,000$1,400,000

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

$475,000$475,000

 ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

$799,900 
282 Paisley Road, Guelph
Welcome to 282 Paisley road 
Guelph .. This charming one and a 
half story home will not last long! .. 
this 3 Bedrooms, 3 baths,  cozy and 
bright home is perfect for the 
growing family ... The bright foyer 
with dark wood flooring and plenty 
of natural light  gives you a welcom-
ing feel. The kitchen includes  
Stainless steel appliances and wood countertops, plus a separate ea�ng 
area, perfect for entertaining. With  4 piece bathroom upstairs, 2 piece on 
main floor, plus an addi�onal 3 piece bathroom in the basement .. there 
will be no more wai�ng for bathroom �me! Book your viewing today as 
this will not be on the market long!  MLS #40220105
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WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS 

 ■ Novice U9A
Mar/05/2022 vs New 
Hamburg
HOME: 8 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Brayden 
Clemmer, Basil 
Ballantyne (2), 
Matteo Abate, Aiden 
Godwin (4)
ASSISTS: Brayden 
Clemmer (2), Basil 
Ballantyne
 ■ Novice U9A

Mar/05/2022 vs New 
Hamburg
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Aiden 
Godwin (3), Basil 
Ballantyne, Archer 
Ballantyne
ASSISTS: Connor 
Shantz, Braxten 
Wideman
 ■ Novice U9A

Mar/06/2022 vs 
Burlington
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Brayden 

 ↆ M I N O R  S P O R T S  S C O R E B O A R D
Clemmer, Daxton 
Habermehl, Matteo 
Abate (2), Aiden 
Godwin (2)
ASSISTS: Aiden 
Godwin, Basil 
Ballantyne, Daxton 
Habermehl, Brayden 
Clemmer, Matvii 
Kamyshnyi, Chase 
Futher
Shutouts: Oren Ball, 
Mason Roadknight
 ■ Atom U11AE

Mar/05/2022 vs 
Halton Hills
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Eliot Walker, 
Hayden Hunter, 
Fenton Trimble
ASSISTS: Braiden 
Martin, Aiden Fluit
 ■ Atom U11AE

Mar/03/2022 vs 
Flamborough Sabres
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Joel Allison 
(2), Hayden Hunter
ASSISTS: Joel 
Allison, Braiden 

Martin, Eliot Walker
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Mar/07/2022 vs 
Orangeville Flyers
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Josh 
Wraight, Zach 
Wiseman, Thomas 
McCarthy, Patrick 
Goetz, Jordan Martin
ASSISTS: Boston 
Esbaugh(2), Patrick 
Goetz, Drew Snyder, 
Josh Wraight
PeeWee U13AE
Mar/06/2022 vs 
Caledon Hawks
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 4
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Mar/05/2022 vs 
Woolwich Wildcats
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: Emmett 
Colwill, Colton 
Sinclair, Nolan 
Martin, Jaxon 
McGuire, Colton 
Brito
ASSISTS: Nolan 
Martin, Austin 

The West Montrose covered bridge was the scene of ice jams this week as the Grand River Conservation Authority issued flood warnings for much of the 
watershed. Bill Atwood

Farm 
Services

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking  
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
BUYING ALL POCKET 
OR WRIST WATCHES, 
working or not. Omega, 
I.W.C., Bretling, Rolex, 
Tudor, Patek, Univer-
sal, Hamilton, Ball, 
Howard etc, espe-
cially interested in 
vintage, gold & silver 
jewellery all coins & 
bank notes, all group 
of 7 painting scrap 
gold & sliver toys, 
military items. Call 
Terry @ 242-6900 or  
gallamore@golden.net, 
fair honest prices. 
C o n f i d e n t i a l i t y 
assured. Have mask, 
will travel.

Rentals
ONE LARGE SENIORS 
BEDROOM APART-
ment in excellent condi-
tion. Located at the 
Duke Centre. Please 
call 519-669-3835, 
leave a message.

WANTED: 2 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT OR 2 
bedroom in House 
Apartment. Flexible 
occupancy ideally 
within 10 mile radius of 
K-W area. Call Cheryl 
on cell 519-501-4665.

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or 
email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

Coming 
Events

D O E S  O R I G I N A L 
CHRISTIANITY STILL 
exist  today? Al l 
welcome to free, 
quiet meetings, held 
at: Polski Dom Hall 
2711 Shantz Station 
Rd. Breslau, ON N0B 
1M0. Sundays 4 - 5 
p.m. (except March 
6), Wednesdays: 7:30 
- 8:30 p.m. bible-
forme21@gmail.com 
613 327 3615. (ASL, 
French, Spanish, Ital-
ian available). Covid 
standards in effect. 
This is not intended 
to solicit membership.

KARATE! IN-PERSON 
& VIRTUAL CLASSES 
A V A I L A B L E 
SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL 
ARTS. Self-defense, 
S e l f - d i s c i p l i n e , 
S e l f- c o n f i d e n c e . 
GROUP CLASSES FOR 
AGES 4 TO ADULT 
Taught by Renshi 
Becky Schweitzer, 
4th Degree Black 
Belt and 12X World 
Karate Champion 
Location Heidelberg 
Community Centre 
- 2915 Lobsinger 
Line, Heidelberg. 
Our Spring 10 week 
session $120+HST. 
Begins March 14 
Call 519-580-1418 
or e-mail becky_
schweitzer@hotmail.
com

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

T H I R T E E N
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

 HARD

 EASY

Dietrich, Jaxon 
McGuire, Evan Hall 
(2), William Krubally, 
Reese Martin, Colton 
Brito, Mason Gear
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Mar/06/2022 vs 
Oakville Rangers 
Blue
HOME: 14 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Austin 
Dietrich (2), Evan 
Hall (2), Cruz Balog, 
Reese Martin (3), 
Colton Sinclair (4), 
Mason Gear, Colton 
Brito
ASSISTS: Colton Brito 
(3), Nolan Martin 
(3), Colton Sinclair, 
Emmett Colwill (2), 
Mason Gear (3), 
Evan Hall, Reese 
Martin (2), William 
Krubally (4), Jaxon 
McGuire, Cameron 
Fisher (2)
Shutouts: Cohen 
Hamburger
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL1

Mar/05/2022 vs 
Centre Wellington 
U13 LL1
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 6
GOALS: James Foye 
Gondos (4), Austin 
Thompson
ASSISTS: Brylee 
Patterson, Cooper 
Jones, Alex Lloyd, 
Edwin Martin, 
Charlie Brodercht
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL1

Mar/08/2022 vs 
Centre Wellington 
U13 LL2
HOME: 8 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: James Foye 
Gondos (3), Cooper 
Jones (2), Aiden 
Basler, Nicholas 
Shardlow, Edwin 
Martin
ASSISTS: Alex Lloyd, 
Nicholas Shardlow, 
Dexter Mannhardt, 
Noah Gibson, Bryden 
Schaefer
Shutouts: Keaton 
Gelata

Word Ads 
Continued 

from  
page 15
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with 
residual built in 

Serving KW and 
surrounding area

Thorncreek Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest 
Management 

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Rick Gaudet

Gone are the days we used to share... 
But in our hearts you’re always there.

The gates of memory will never close
We miss you more than anyone knows.

With tender love and deep regret
We who love you will never forget.

Gone is the face we loved so dear..
Silent the voice we loved to hear.

Too far away for sight or speech..
But not too far for love to reach.

Sweet the memories are so clear..
In our thoughts you’re always near.

“Love and Miss You So Much”

March 23, 1956 - March 12, 2019

Chris, Allison, Geoff, Steph, Angie, Jeff, 
Peyton, Lexi, Connor, Leah and Scarlett

In memory of  
Bob Raymer

Five years have passed since he left 
us but he will forever be in our hearts 

until we meet again.
Marilyn 

Kari and Russ.  
Grandchildren Henry, Isobel, Rachel 

Jeff and Christine.  
Grandchildren Eva, Ridge, Oakley 

Jamie and Lynda.  
Grandchildren Emma and Kesler

In Memoriam In Memoriam

BOOKING FOR 2022

(ELMIRA)

 ↆLOCAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

Moser, Sylvester (Ike)
Passed away peacefully with family by 
his side at St. Mary’s General Hospital, 
Kitchener on Monday, March 7, 2022 
at the age of 86. Beloved husband 
of Tena Moser for 63 years. Loving 
father of Rick (Cindy) Moser, Brenda 
Kaufman-Binkley (Gerald Binkley), 
Kevin Moser, and Darlene Chambers 
(Cory). Grandfather of Amber (Scott), 
Jonathan, Lisa, Allison, Tyler, Ryan, 
Brandon (Ellie), Cody (Ashley) and 
Adam. Great grandfather of Jonathan 
and Beau. Survived by his brothers 
Charlie (Rose) and Harold (Vi), and 
sister-in-law Rose Moser. Brother-in-
law of the Nelemans, Neil and Ingrid, 
Lorraine, Jim and Virginia, and Ron 
and Carol. Also missed by many nieces 
and nephews. Predeceased by parents 
Isadore and Annie Moser, son Jeffrey 
in infancy, brother John Moser, 
Catherine and Howard Kurt, Joe and 
Alma Moser, parents-in-law Jacob and 
Joan Nelemans, brothers-in-law John 
and Jack Nelemans, son-in-law Randy 
Kaufman, and daughter-in-law Joanne 
Moser. Sylvester’s family and friends 
were everything to him. He was a 
longtime Roxton Furniture employee. 
He enjoyed time at the cottage at 
Wasaga Beach and was always ready 
for a good time. Special thanks to 
Jane and Barb from Care Partners. 
Visitation was held on Wednesday, 
March 9, 2022 from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 
Arthur St. S., Elmira. A funeral mass 
will take place at 10 a.m. on Thursday, 
March 10, 2022 at St. Teresa of Avila 
RC Church, 19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira 
followed by interment in Elmira Union 
Cemetery. Masks are mandatory. In 
memory of Sylvester, donations to St. 
Mary’s General Hospital Foundation 
or St. Teresa of Avila RC Church would 
be appreciated and may be made 
through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Reger, Kenneth Arnott
Peacefully passed away on Saturday, 
March 5, 2022 at Cambridge Memorial 
Hospital in his 90th year. Beloved 
husband of Ruth (Noble) Reger for 
67 years. Dear father of Charlene 
and Gary Manser, and Kevin Reger. 
Brother of Richard and Lynda, Paul 
and Josephine, Elaine Greenhous, 
and Harold. Brother-in-law of 
Shirley “Bunny” Reger, and Marion. 
Predeceased by his parents Harvey 
and Salome (Snider) Reger, brothers 
Cleon, Lavere, Willis (Delores), Milford, 
and Robert, sisters Myrla, Marie (Ray 
Chambers), Shirley Beitz, and Nora 
(James Cameron). Ken was born into 
a family of 14 children. He lived all 
his life in Elmira. Hunting and fishing 
were a big part of his life when he was 
young, and throughout his life well 
into his eighties. He loved nature 
and tried his best to re-establish 
bluebirds into the surrounding area. 
He was recognized for his work 
through WWH Gunn Conservation 
and was awarded for his outstanding 
longtime service and commitment 
to nature conservation through two 
decades of restoring Eastern Bluebird 
conservation and population by 
building and monitoring hundreds 
of nest boxes in the townships of 
Woolwich and Wellington in 2012. 
Kenneth worked at Uniroyal and was 
a steamfitter by trade. He was also a 
butcher and worked at Freiburger’s 
grocery store. The family wishes to 
thank the staff at Cambridge Memorial 
Hospital, and a special thanks to 
Pastor Rob Heintz. Visitation will 
be held on Saturday, March 12, 2022 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 
Arthur St. S., Elmira from 1 p.m. until 
time of service at 2 p.m. Masks and 
proof of vaccination are mandatory. 
In Kenneth’s memory, donations 
to Canadian Lutheran World Relief 
would be appreciated and may be 
made through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Death Notices

Bauman, Lovina (Brubacher)
Passed away on Monday, March 7, 
2022 at Groves Memorial Hospital 
at the age of 96 years. Wife of the 
late Simeon Bauman (2016). Mother 
of Sarah and George, Henry and 
Nancy, Judith and Abraham, Daniel 
and Salinda, Amos and Betsy all of 
Wallenstein, Veronica and Manassa 
Hoover of Proton Station, Simeon 
and Elizabeth, Ezra and Salome all 
of Wallenstein. Also remembered 
by her numerous grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. Sister of 
Henry Brubacher of Wallenstein. 
Predeceased by her parents Henry 
and Sarah (Martin) Brubacher, sister 
Catherine (Norman Hoover), and 
brother Owen Brubacher. Burial and 
service will be held on Thursday, 
March 10, 2022 at Wellesley Mennonite 
Meeting House.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

KUEPFER, IRENE MABLE - Peacefully at 
Freeport Hospital, Kitchener, on Tuesday, 
March 8, 2022, Irene in her 77th year 
was a resident of Heritage House in St. 
Jacobs.

MARTIN, MINERVA - Passed away peace-
fully at her residence, RR 2, Drayton, on 
Tuesday, March 1, 2022 at the age of 86.

ZINGER, GEORGE ANDREW - The king of 
the jobsite has put away his drywall tools 
for the last time. After a very brief illness 
George at the age of 82.

PLAYFORD: Ruthanne 
Ruthanne Mae Playford passed 
away peacefully on March 8, 2022 at 
Huronview Home in Clinton, Ontario.

Ruthanne was born to the late Liddel 
and Vivian Playford on October 22, 
1941 in Elmira, Ontario. Ruthanne was 
known as “Sugar” during her school 
years. Ruthanne attended Elmira 
District Secondary School where she 
was active in Basketball, Volleyball 
and competed in Track and Field. 
When Ruthanne started at University 
of Waterloo, it was just the second 
year that women were on campus. 
Ruthanne achieved a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Psychology at the University 
of Waterloo in 1966 and attained a 
Master of Applied Science in Applied 
Psychology at the University of 
Waterloo in 1969.

Ruthanne commenced employment 
with the Scarborough General 
Hospital in 1969 as a Psychometrist 
II and continued her employment 
there for her professional career. In 
1987, Ruthanne also founded RMP 
Consulting, a private therapy and 
counselling practice. Ruthanne lived 
and worked in Scarborough until 2018. 
Ruthanne is survived by a brother, 
David Playford (late Carolyn) of Elmira, 
Ontario, a sister, Karen Lehnen (late 
Richard) of Goderich, Ontario, and 
a brother-in-law Clare Bauman (late 
Janet) of Waterloo, Ontario. Ruthanne 
is also fondly remembered by many 
nieces and nephews. 

As an avid feminist, it is a coincidence 
that Ruthanne passed away on 
International Women’s Day. Ruthanne 
was a great crusader for women’s 
and LGBTQ rights. Ruthanne was a 
complex individual, as at home on 
the seat of her motorcycle as in the 
office chair in her practice. Ruthanne 
was the ‘cool aunt’ who lived in a high 
rise in the city, was always fun to visit 
and a caring support when needed. 
Ruthanne’s mischievous sense of 
humour will be very missed by those 
who knew her.

At Ruthanne’s request, cremation has 
taken place. A family celebration of 
life will be held later in the summer. 
Dogs and animals were a passion 
for Ruthanne. She had many canine 
companions throughout her life. As 
expressions of sympathy, memorial 
donations to Adopt-a-Pet Rescue in 
Lucknow (www.adoptapet.lucknow.
on.ca) would be greatly appreciated.

Arrangements entrusted to Falconer 
Funeral Homes - Bluewater Chapel, 
Goderich. Messages of condolence 
for Ruthanne’s family are welcome at 
www.falconerfuneralhomes.com

 ❖ www.falconerfuneralhomes.com

Obituary

Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
 519-669-5790 ext 104  
 donna@woolwichobserver.com

Family Announcement Advertising: Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/order-family-album

Single:  $28 per insertion 
  

Double:  $38 per insertion 

Triple:  $48 per insertion

Announce it in  
the Observer.
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here Lions Clubs from around the world are step-
ping up to support the people of Ukraine. 
Locally, the Woolwich Community Lions 
are directing those looking to donate to the 
Lions of Canada Fund online, lionsofcan-
adafundforlcif.ca. Tax receipts are available, 
with every dollar donated going to those in 
need.

The GRCA’s Rural Water Quality Program 
(RWQP) supports farmers who want to 
help improve and protect water quality in 
the Grand River watershed. In 2021, land-
owners across the watershed completed 
water quality improvement projects with 
a capital value of almost $3.7 million.
www.grandriver.ca

Lions support Ukraine Improving water quality

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: A 
family member had a 
stroke a month ago. I'm 45 
years old, and I maintain a 
healthy lifestyle with reg-
ular exercise and a good 
diet. What steps can I take 
to make sure this doesn't 
happen to me?

ANSWER: A stroke occurs 
when the blood supply to 
part of your brain is inter-
rupted or significantly 
reduced, depriving brain 
tissue of oxygen and nutri-
ents, and causing brain 
cells to die.

Stroke has several 
common causes. A 
frequent cause is narrow-
ing of the arteries in the 

21st century stroke prevention strategies

neck -- the carotid arteries 
-- that carry blood to the 
brain. This narrowing 
occurs due to fatty depos-
its in those arteries. A 
tear or injury in the wall 
of a blood vessel, certain 
heart conditions and blood 
clotting disorders also can 
result in strokes, partic-
ularly in younger people. 
If any of these conditions 
are identified, treatment 
and prevention should be 
targeted to that particular 
condition.

In some conditions, the 

optimal approach to stroke 
prevention is not certain. 
For example, many people 
have narrowing of the 
carotid artery, but they are 
asymptomatic.

Mayo Clinic is leading a 
multicenter study looking 
at the best treatment for 
this issue. This study, the 
Carotid Revascularization 
and Medical Management 
for Asymptomatic Carotid 
Stenosis study, or CREST-2, 
seeks to identify best treat-
ment for stroke prevention 
in those who have carotid 
artery narrowing without 
symptoms. To date, more 
than 1,800 participants 
have enrolled.

For about 35% of people 

who have a stroke, a 
specific cause can't be 
identified. This is called 
a cryptogenic stroke. If 
this is your situation, the 
goal should be to work 
with your primary care 
physician or neurologist 
to pinpoint any stroke risk 
factors you have that can 
be modified, and reduce 
your risk in those areas, if 
possible.

Some stroke risk factors 
cannot be changed. For 
example, gender, ethnic-
ity, age and family medical 
history all play a role in 
stroke risk. Men are more 
likely than women to 
have a stroke. Asians and 
African Americans are also 

at increased risk. After age 
55, your stroke risk doubles 
each decade.

Focusing on modifiable 
stroke risk factors can have 
a big impact. For instance, 
a variety of treatable 
medical conditions can 
significantly affect your 
stroke risk. People who 
have high blood pres-
sure, high cholesterol or 
uncontrolled diabetes are 
at increased risk for stroke. 
If you have any of these 
conditions, talk to your 
health care provider about 
developing an effective 
treatment plan. If you have 
elevated levels of low-den-
sity lipoprotein, also called 
LDL or “bad” cholesterol, 

for example, taking a statin 
drug may lower not only 
your cholesterol, but also 
your stroke risk.

In addition to managing 
any underlying medi-
cal conditions, lifestyle 
choices can help. You 
mention that you exercise 
regularly and eat a healthy 
diet. Both are important. 
Exercise can lower your 
blood pressure, increase 
your level of high-density 
lipoprotein, or HDL or 
“good” cholesterol, and 
improve the health of your 
blood vessels and heart. 
It also can help you lose 
weight, control diabetes 
and reduce stress. A good 

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

AFTER AN EIGHT-
MONTH SEARCH GALE 
Presbyterian has found its 
new minister. Rev. Reuben 
St. Louis started his new 
role at the Elmira church 
on March 1. He replaces 
Rev. Scott Sinclair, who 
retired last year.

St. Louis previously 
served as minister at the 
Nassagaweya Presbyte-
rian church in Campbell-
ville and as youth pastor 
working with the church’s 
national youth program.

“I’ve really learned the 
importance of living in the 
community when it comes 
to ministry, especially 
church ministry. When 
I was back in Campbell-
ville, integrating into the 
community was import-
ant,” St. Louis said. 

“I really see the church’s 
ministry is not just about 
the people inside the walls 

of the church, but very 
much connecting with the 
people. And my model of 
ministry is to be involved 
in the community. I think 
the mission of the church 
is not just one of faith, 
but of creating commu-
nities that are abundant, 
meaning to keep a strong 
network of people and be 
supportive so that when 
a crisis comes to that 
community, we have the 
resources and the strength 
to get through. I think 
churches are part of that 
fabric of creating strong 
communities,” he said.

It was that sense of 
community that made 
coming to Elmira a good 
fit for St. Louis and his 
family. 

“We love small towns. 
I grew up in a small 
town my whole life, so 
I feel very comfortable 
in Elmira. But there’s a 
lovely thing about small-
town sensibilities and the 

Towards a more inclusive church setting

→ GALE 23Rev. Reuben St. Louis is the new minister at Gale Presbyterian Church in Elmira. Bill Atwood

As the new minister of Gale Presbyterian in Elmira, Rev. Reuben St. Louis looks to build links with the community

opportunities for a 
hybrid ministry, St. Louis 
explained.

“Many churches are 
moving to models where 
you don’t have to be phys-
ically present to connect 
with the community, the 
faith community. And 
so our worship is live-
streamed right now and 
also in person. I’ve really 
enjoyed the creativity 
that comes with this new 
world of hybrid ministry. 
My previous church, we 
didn’t skip a beat – we 
were in the church one 
Sunday, the pandemic 
happened and the next 
Sunday we were on 
Zoom,” he said.

For nearly two years 
St Louis has run the 
YouTube channel Camp 
Song Sing-a-long where 
he sings and teaches 
songs from Camp Kintail, 
a Goderich-area summer 
camp with which he’s 

→ MAYO CLINIC 21

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

Peace of Mind Promised
Every appointment we include a visual inspection

The technicians start off your appointment with a test drive to make 
sure it is driving safely. They then bring the vehicle into the shop 

starting the inspection with an exterior light check. Once it is up on 
the hoist we look under the vehicle to make sure visually there are no 
obvious concerns. If there are any the technician will let your service 
advisor know & from there you will be contacted. They then proceed 

to the task that you booked in for. 
This way you know everything that is going on with 

your vehicle as you drive away from your appointment. 

people that make up those 
small-town communities 
which we love,” St. Louis 
said.

Kim Denstedt, who 
was part of the selection 
committee to find a new 
minister, explained that 
Gale sought someone 
who could help keep 
the church in an active 
role in the community.

“Reuben’s leadership 
in youth ministry at a 
national level, and church 
camp, and strong rela-
tionships he had with 
members in his last 
church…were 
all import-
ant 

factors,” Denstedt said.
Gale is also looking to 

play a bigger role in the 
community and partner 
with other organiza-
tions, St. Louis said.

“Gale is a wonderful 
faith community here. 
They work with the 
other faith communi-
ties in the area, which I 
think is important too. 

So because of the part-
nerships and working 

together to make Elmira 
a wonderful place to live 
and to grow and to be a 

community.”
Coming to 

Gale also 
pres-

ents 
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ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

MONDAY MARCH 21
▢ Woolwich Gardeners March Speaker Nancy 
Lee-Colibaba "Getting Started in the Vegetable 
Garden." 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m. at St. James Lutheran 
Church (Wyatt Street entrance.) Open to the public. 
Free-will offering for non-members!

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23
▢ Senior's Community Dining at the Linwood 
Community Centre. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for lunch and fellowship. Cost: 
$12.00. Must pre-register by noon on March 18 by 
calling 519-664-1900. This event will adhere to the 
current provincial regulations that apply on the date 
of the event.

SATURDAY, APRIL 2
▢ Elmira Legion's Schnitzel dinner. Take out only 
from 5 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Menu:  Schnitzel, mashed 
potato, vegetable, salad, roll & dessert.  $15. per 
person.  Order in advance call Donna Vervoort 
519-669-5894

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Perfect hue for your 
St. Patrick’s Day spread
This recipe is inspired 

by Pai Huang Gua, a 
dish that originated in the 
Sichuan region of China. 
While this salad has an 
Asian influence, its green 
hue is perfect for your 
Paddy's Day table.

And when it comes 
to the main ingredient, 
why should you smash 
the cucumbers instead 

of neatly slicing them? 
When you smash them 
up, you expose more 
surface area and create 
little nooks and crannies 
that the flavorful dressing 
can sneak into.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Smashed Cucumber Salad
▢ 5 (3-ounce) Persian 
cucumbers

▢ 1⁄4 teaspoon salt

▢ 2 teaspoons rice 
vinegar

▢ 1 1⁄2 teaspoons 

low-sodium soy sauce

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon toasted 
sesame oil

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon sugar

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon sesame 
seeds, toasted

1. Place cucumbers 
in a bag and seal. 
Smash with a skillet 
until each cucumber 
is flattened and split 
into 3 or 4 spears.

2. Place a colander in 
a bowl. Tear cucum-
ber spears into small 
pieces and place in 
colander. Add salt 
to cucumbers and 
toss to combine. Let 
cucumbers sit for at 
least 15 minutes or 

up to 30 minutes.

3. While cucumbers 
sit, stir vinegar, soy 
sauce, oil and sugar in 
a second bowl using 
a wooden spoon until 
sugar has dissolved.

4. Transfer drained 
cucumbers to the 
bowl with the dressing 
and stir to combine. 
Discard drained liquid. 
Sprinkle cucumbers 
with sesame seeds.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

⚠ Recipe note: If you don't have Persian cucumbers (the small ones), 
you can use one larger English cucumber, ends trimmed, cut 
crosswise into three equal lengths (but it will be harder to smash).

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca
Erv Wiens Preaching

9:30 am
Lent 2

Seeking God’s Ways:
From Fear to Compassion

goal is to participate in at 
least 30 minutes of moder-
ate aerobic activity most 
days.

A diet high in fruits and 
vegetables, and low in 
cholesterol and saturated 
fat, can reduce your stroke 
risk, as well as help you 
maintain a healthy weight. 
That's important, because 
being overweight contrib-
utes to other risk factors 
for stroke, such as high 
blood pressure, cardiovas-
cular disease and diabetes. 
Other stroke prevention 
lifestyle changes you can 
make include quitting 
smoking and keeping alco-
hol intake to less than one 
to two drinks per day.

Depending on your 
medical history, preven-
tive medications also can 
be appropriate. Anti-plate-

let drugs, such as aspirin 
or clopidogrel (Plavix), can 
make your blood less likely 
to form clots. Anticoagu-
lant medication, such as 
heparin or warfarin, can 
help prevent strokes if you 
have certain heart prob-
lems or a blood clotting 
disorder.

The bottom line is that 
you can take steps to 
reduce your risk of stroke. 
But the specific measures 
that are right for you 
depend largely on your 
medical history. Talk to 
your health care provider 
about the stroke preven-
tion approach that best fits 
your situation.

ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

→ FROM 20

MAYO CLINIC: Preventing strokes

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT 
FUND: RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL 
NEEDS DUE TO COVID-19

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide 
for the individual.

Additional information:
Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 Woolwich Community Services
 Woolwich Counseling Centre
 Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, Wool-

wich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordWord of the Week Find-A-Word THEME: BIRDS

ACROSS
1. Cook's meas.
5. Hooey
9. Shelf
14. Spoken
15. Capable of
16. Eskimo boat
17. Equal to 100 poisha
18. Close by
19. Work out
20. Urtica dioica
23. Carbon compound
24. Ending with 

hard or soft
25. Blvd.
28. Any longer
30. "Quiet!"
33. Philanthropist
35. Craft
36. Mother of Helios
37. Not extreme
41. Decorated, 

as a cake
42. Floral ring
43. Reading out loud of 

a document in court
44. "First Blood" 

director Kotcheff
45. Unfounded rumors
48. Banned pesticide
49. Jackson 5 member
50. "Mi chiamano 

Mimi," e.g.
52. Marlin Travel, 

Tripsavvy, Trip 

Central, etc.
58. Uniform shade
59. ___ podrida
60. Forum wear
61. Charged, in a way
62. Egg on
63. "Miss ___ Regrets"

64. Archaeological site
65. Cravings
66. Foolhardy

DOWN
1. Little ones
2. No angel

3. "Tobermory" writer
4. 747, e.g.
5. A bony bump
6. For all to see
7. Alone
8. Coontail
9. Implies radiance, 

gloss, or brilliance

10. Be theatrical
11. Pickle flavoring
12. "I ___ at the office"
13. Barely make, 

with "out"
21. Distort
22. Our "mother"
25. ___ one
26. Express
27. Broke off
29. Secret society
30. Did a blacksmith's 

job
31. Got wind of
32. Verb with thou
34. Uneven
36. Attempt
38. Send, in a way
39. Study of wine
40. Red fluorescent dye
45. Study of the rights 

and obligations 
of citizens

46. Type of sleeve
47. Dreadlocks, locs
49. Gnu goat
51. Role player
52. 10 C-notes
53. Eastern royal
54. African flower
55. Infinitesimal amount
56. Auspices
57. Obi, e.g.
58. White wine aperitif

ACROSS
1. Not open
7. Child's toy
8. Reach
9. Broken pieces
10. Used for 

emphasis

DOWN
1. Unrefined
2. Bamboo bound 

with iron
3. Aquatic mammal
4. One of the 

Fab Four
5. Leave out
6. Crowded

 ARK
 BOAT
 BRIG
 BUSS
 CAT
 COB

 CUTTER
 DANDY
 DORY
 DOW
 FLY
 GIG

 HOWKER
 HOY
 JUNK
 KOFF
 LIGHT
 LINER

 LYMPHAD
 MTB
 PINK
 PUNT
 REED
 SCOW

 SETTEE
 SHIP
 SKIFF
 SKIP
 SMACK
 SNOW

 SURFER
 TARTAN
 TUG
 XEBEC
 YACHT
 YAWL

BESMIRCH
to cause harm or damage to the purity, 

luster, or beauty of something.

17

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Your coffee pairs nicely 
with the local news.

newsmart.ca

The store for newspaper readers.

Pick up our exclusive and very limited 
25th Anniversary mugs today. 11oz 
ceramic offered in two different styles and 
headlines. Get them before they are gone.
ceramic offered in two different styles and 
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

been involved.
“They wanted to do a 

hybrid ministry, and I 
have a passion and I think 
the tech know-how to 
support that.”

St. Louis also credited 
Gale for its effort to be 
more inclusive. 

“There can be in some 
churches a lot of tradi-
tional thinking, what we 
might call traditional 
values. But from my own 
study of scripture and 
theology and my own 
experiences in the church 
with inclusion, I don’t 
think there is a conflict. 
There doesn’t need to be a 
conflict between how we 
hold scripture, and how 
we treat other people. 

“That can be a hard 
tension for some congre-
gations; it seems that Gale 
has already done work 
on this and has made a 
decision to be an inclusive 
congregation,” St. Louis 
explained. 

Denstedt agreed, noting 
all candidates were asked 
about their commitment 
to inclusivity.

“[Reuben] clearly had 
support for an inclusive 
approach to ministry,” she 
said.

St. Louis has advocated 

for change at the national 
level in the Presbyterian 
Church through the re:an-
imate organization.

“The National Presby-
terian Church itself in 
the last year has allowed 
for same-sex marriage – 
you can go as a minister 
now, I have been given 
permission to do those. 
I think that’s wonderful. 
Churches are still learn-
ing how to be inclusive 
communities, so the last 
four or five years I’ve been 
advocating for inclusion 
of LGBTQ persons both 
in marriage, recogniz-
ing same-sex marriage, 
but also recognizing the 
ordination of both elders 
and ministers who are in 
same-sex marriages.

Beyond that, St. Louis 

explained there will be 
more inclusiveness in 
matters such as policies 
and the language that 
churches use.

“A church can make a 
decision to say, ‘OK, we’re 
going to be inclusive,’ and 
everybody can be excited 
about that but they 
haven’t actually analyzed 
the nuts and bolts of what 
that means. So when 
you’re always using the 
masculine pronoun He for 
God, you’re not examining 
sort of what that means 
for somebody who is 
non-binary, or for some-
body who’s had negative 
experiences with male 
figures in their lives. Even 
how we refer to human-
kind, we’ve [always] said 
mankind.”

→ FROM 20

GALE: “There can be in some churches a lot of traditional 
thinking, what we might call traditional values,” he says 

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THE LINK BETWEEN 
KIDS HAVING enough 
to eat and doing well 
in school has been well 
documented. According 
to the Ontario Dietitians 
in Public Health (ODPH), 
one in six Ontario chil-
dren lives in a household 
that is food insecure. 

“Research shows it’s 
a direct correlation 
between being able to 
eat and having nutri-
tious snacks –  not like 
fast-burning sugars – to 
help with their cognitive 
development and their 
learning,” said O’neil 
Edwards, executive direc-
tor of Ayr-based Nutrition 
for Learning. 

The organization is 
currently piloting a Good 
Eats program, which 
will teach students 
from schools in Water-
loo Region how to cook 
healthy nutritious food at 
home. The program will 
provide participants with 
a box of food to take home 
and cook during a virtual 
lesson led by chef Thomp-
son Tran of The Wooden 
Boat Food Company.

“It’s very near and dear 

to my heart, food acces-
sibility, food education 
and understanding where 
your food comes from. It’s 
very important to me. For 
students to be successful 
in school they need to 
meet their physiological 
needs,” said Tran, who 
was a high school teacher 
for several years in 
Vancouver.

“We always tell the 
students ‘make healthy 
snacks and nobody will 
tell them how ‘ but here’s 
an opportunity to show 
them how to make a 
healthy meal for them-
selves. …So that will be 
really interesting and 
empowering to the young 
person to realize ‘I can 
make healthy choices and 
learn how to cook. It’s 
not so bad. I can actu-
ally do this on my own,’” 
Edwards said.

While the goal is to 
promote healthy choices, 
Edwards acknowledged 
that is becoming increas-
ingly more difficult as 
food prices skyrocket. 

“There’s got to be 
something wrong with the 
system when a bottle of 
water is way more expen-
sive than a bottle of Coke,” 
he said. 

Finding ways to make healthy meals even in times of rising food prices

Thompson Tran of The Wooden Boat Food Company will be teaching students how to prepare their 
own healthy meals. Submitted

Nutrition for Learning’s new program takes healthy eating beyond the classroom, teaching students how to cook at home

Tran agreed, but 
explained there are still 
ways for families to be 
able to eat healthy. 

“Education is every-
thing, so if you’re a 
family who can’t afford 
beef, chicken, pork, fish, 
you can still find the 
extra protein through 

legumes and through 
soybeans. In this case, 
it’s really important that 
you provide that kind of 
information and, that 
being said, yes, food is 
on the rise and costs are 
going up. Beef is more 
expensive than it ever has 
been. So if you’re a family 

of four or more it’s really 
difficult for them to afford 
nutritious healthy food,” 
Tran said.

Overcoming those 
barriers is one of the goals 
of the program, explained 
Edwards.

“What we’re doing is to 
sort of say, ‘OK, how am 

I able to buy the ingredi-
ents that I have and how 
can I stretch that in a 
way that is still healthy?’ 
Everything in their box, 
they can actually make 
over 10 meals with. So a 
family of four could do 
several different healthy 
meals out of what they’re 
getting. …We didn’t 
go and buy like fancy 
smancy arugula, it’s 
everyday items that they 
themselves will be able to 
go and pick up… [so that] 
all the different things 
would be cost conscious 
so that after they can 
replicate it at minimal 
cost.”

Tran, who grew up in an 
underprivileged house-
hold, said that his family 
would have benefited 
from a program like Nutri-
tion for Learning and 
Good Eats.

“If I was lucky, someone 
would share an apple with 
me. Or a teacher would 
realize after noticing that 
I didn’t have very much 
food that they would 
help. This is an opportu-
nity for everybody in the 
classroom to do well so I 
think these programs are 
incredibly important,” he 
said.

Rev. Reuben St. Louis comes to Elmira from a church in Cambel-
ville. Bill Atwood
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Stay Safe Lead the Way!

One of the positives of the pandemic in our communities is “people 
showing more concern for their friends and family in many different 
ways. My hope is that this will continue as we come out of COVID-19 
precautions.” -Joanne, older adult in the local community

If you or someone you know are experiencing an emotional crisis, 
please reach out for immediate support at 1.844.437.3247

HERE
��
SEVEN

Follow on Twitter @WWOlderAdults

519.664.1900         1.855.664.1900
COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS

For access to information services and support contact

• Check out community-based programs as more 
shift back to in- person, with many still offering 
virtual options for those who prefer it.

• Take advantage of in-person health appointments 
where available, knowing that health service 
providers practice the best standards for your 
safety (many still offer telephone and virtual too).

• Family Doctors’s offices are open.
• Consider having a lunch date with a friend 

or grab a coffee and take a walk together.
• Go to a gallery or museum, midweek 

when attendance is traditionally low if 
you feel more comfortable in a low- 
crowd situation.

As things shift in our environment, you get to decide where you place your boundaries and 
where you invite change in. Resources and services for multiple levels of comfort remain. 
Remember to check individual services for their policies (regarding vaccines and capacity limits).

Feeling both excited and apprehensive is normal in these changing times.The virus remains a 
concern, and our physical, emotional and spiritual health do too. To adapt to these changes, consider 
what you feel comfortable with, based on information from trustworthy sources like Public Health 
(519-575-4400 , www.regionofwaterloo.ca). Continue to practice good health habits, including 
physical distancing, masking, hand washing, connecting with loved ones, eating healthy foods, 
drinking water, getting exercise and having fun.

Seek &Find

Seek extra support when you need it. The constant flux of information and challenges of the 
pandemic can cause anxiety, uncertainty, confusion and frustration. It’s okay if you need help. 
Visit www.Caredove.com to find resources and connections to services.
Accessible and In-home COVID-19 Vaccine Appointments Available. Region of Waterloo Public 
Health offers appointments at special clinics for those with various accommodation needs and will 
arrange in-home vaccination for individuals who are homebound.  
Please call 519-575-4400 to discuss your needs and request an appointment.  Referrals from 
organizations, agencies, providers, caregivers, family members and loved ones are also welcome.

One of the positives of the pandemic in our communities is “people 
showing more concern for their friends and family in many different 
ways. My hope is that this will continue as we come out of COVID-19 
precautions.” -Joanne, older adult in the local community
Feeling both excited and apprehensive is normal in these changing times.The virus remains a 
concern, and our physical, emotional and spiritual health do too. To adapt to these changes, consider 
what you feel comfortable with, based on information from trustworthy sources like Public Health 
(519-575-4400 , www.regionofwaterloo.ca). Continue to practice good health habits, including 
physical distancing, masking, hand washing, connecting with loved ones, eating healthy foods, 

Feeling both excited and apprehensive is normal in these changing times.The virus remains a 
concern, and our physical, emotional and spiritual health do too. To adapt to these changes, consider 

Things are opening up… As restrictions and mandates shift, 
older adults continue to adapt whilst staying the course.

CHANGING TIMES, 
CHANGING
Things are opening up… As restrictions and mandates shift, Things are opening up… As restrictions and mandates shift, 
older adults continue to adapt whilst staying the course.older adults continue to adapt whilst staying the course.

CHANGING TIMES, CHANGING TIMES, 
CHANGINGSigns

W W W. S O U R C E F L O O R I N G . C O M

SCAN ME

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN
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BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

7” WIDE EUROPEAN7” WIDE EUROPEAN
AC5 COMMERCIAL GRADEAC5 COMMERCIAL GRADE

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

IN STOCK!

47” WIDE VINYL47” WIDE VINYL
STAIR TREADS STAIR TREADS 

STEP & RISER INCLUDEDSTEP & RISER INCLUDED

$$65659999
FROM EACH

100’S OF NEW 100’S OF NEW 

AREAAREA
RUGSRUGS

8’ X 11 ’8’  X 11 ’
STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

$$199199

IN STOCK!

NOT EXACTLY
AS SHOWN

LUXURYLUXURY
CLICKCLICK
VINYLVINYL

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

4” X 16”4” X 16”
SUBWAYSUBWAY

TILESTILES

$$223939
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

5” WIDE 3/4” THICK 5” WIDE 3/4” THICK 
ENGINEEREDENGINEERED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD 

$$449999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

IN STOCK!

13”’  X 13”13”’  X 13”
PORCELAIN PORCELAIN 

TILESTILES

$$113939
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

ONTARIO’S LARGEST SELECTION OF ONTARIO’S LARGEST SELECTION OF 

IN STOCK IN STOCK 
FLOORING!FLOORING!

5.5” WIDE5.5” WIDE
CONTEMPORARYCONTEMPORARY

6” WIDE6” WIDE
SQUARESQUARE

3/7” WIDE3/7” WIDE
COLONIALCOLONIAL

$$119999
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

$$222929
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.99

$$007979
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

BASEBOARDS

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

DRIVERS ARE WELL 
AWARE THAT we’re in the 
midst of pothole season, 
that time of year where 
municipalities never quite 
keep up with the transition 
from snow-covered roads 
to something resembling 
the surface of the moon.

The drive down partic-
ularly bad roads can be 
akin to a slalom course as 
drivers attempt to stay out 
of the divots. For those 
craters that go unseen until 
too late – or that can’t be 
avoided due to, say, oncom-
ing traffic – the results can 
range from jarred teeth to 
costly car repairs, or likely 
some combination thereof.

The situation means 
plenty of extra work for 
municipal road crews, who 
are at times alternating 
between clearing snow 
from the roads and filling 
potholes, some of them 
the result of snow-clearing 
efforts.

This year has been 
particularly problematic, 
notes Woolwich manager 
of operations Carter Magu-
ire.

Rutted gravel roads and 
pothole-strewn asphalt 
are largely unavoidable 

Municipal crews out battling potholes as 
weather allows shift from snow-clearing

offshoots of winter, partic-
ularly one as rough and 
freeze-thaw prone as we’re 
currently experiencing.

“We have staff, whenever 
the weather and the road 
conditions allow us to, 
out addressing potholes. 
What we do struggle with is 
that when you have warm 
days with melts, when 
there’s water in potholes,” 
he said. “You have to be 
able to extract the water, 
so an ideal condition for 
potholes is a number of 
days of dry so that the 
meltwaters have come out 
of the potholes so that we 
can actually get mate-
rial to stick and stay into 
potholes,” he said.

While Woolwich does 
use cold patch in some 
cases, the preference is to 
make use of a hotbox tool 
that allows the roadway 
to be heated up and warm 
material applied for better 
adhesion. Right now, 
there’s a shortage of hot 
asphalt, so the township 
is warming up cold patch 
when time permits, Magu-
ire explained.

“If you throw in ... just 
think of kitty litter that’s 
frozen or some material 
where everything is frozen 
in it, it’s almost like just 
throwing rice in the hole. 

We’re using the hotbox, 
we’re able to warm that 
material up so that it 
becomes malleable and 
then fill in the pothole.”

A number of freeze-thaw 
cycles and fair bit of rain 
at inopportune times have 
combined to leave divots in 
asphalt roads and turn the 
gravel ones into wash-
boards. Some significant 
winter events in the last 
few weeks haven’t helped.

Crews are reacting to 
reports from the public 
to help identify problem 
areas.

“We’re out to try and 
address the complaints 
as soon as possible, but 
this time of year, you go to 
address one pothole ...  the 
crews aren’t going to drive 
by [others] – they will try 
and address all of them 
within that area,” Maguire 
explained.

In Wellesley Township, 
director of public works 
Chris Cook said crews have 
been in pothole-season 
mode as the weather tran-
sitions.

“In Wellesley, we don’t 
generally receive many 
pothole complaints, but 
when the snow and drifting 
let up and we’re able to, we 
have been out cold patch-
ing any potholes we find.”
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