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Limited-time offers. MSRP of $26,195/$29,495 on the 2022 Crosstrek Convenience Package (NX2CP)/2022 Forester (NJ225). *Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus $1,800/$1,800 freight and PDI, $249 Admin, $100 air conditioning surcharge, $10 
OMVIC, $20 Tire Resource Recovery Environmental Fee, $20 PPSA Service fee charge, includes a full tank of gas. Subaru Canada, Inc. is responsible for the Tire Resource Recovery Environmental Fee on new tires and associated regulatory requirements. 
It is being used to cover the cost of collecting and recycling tires when those tires reach their end of life and are returned by you. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. **Lease rate of 1.99%/1.99% for 24/24 months. 
Lease payments of $62/$82 weekly with $2,279/$2,006 down payment. Lease end value $20,596/$22,192 with $2,740/$2,487 due on delivery. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 km per year for 24 months, or 40,000 km total, with excess charged at 
$0.10/km. Subject to credit approval by Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Leasing and fi nancing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and fi nance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may 
be required. Contact your Subaru dealer for details. Models shown: 2021 Crosstrek Limited Eyesight (MX2LP)/ 2022 Forester Limited Package (NJ2LP) with an MSRP of $34,495/$39,295. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. 
Vehicle(s) shown solely for purposes of illustration and may not be equipped exactly as shown. EyeSight® is a driver-assist system, which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions. The driver is always responsible for safe and attentive driving. 
System effectiveness depends on many factors such as vehicle maintenance, and weather and road conditions. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Crosstrek, Forester and Subaru are registered trademarks. 
Offers end March 31, 2022. Offers subject to change or cancellation without notice. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for complete program details.
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AS RUSSIA’S INVASION 
OF UKRAINE continues, 
Waterloo Region is prepar-
ing to welcome refugees 
to the area, though just 
how many will arrive here 
remains up in the air.

“It makes it more diffi-
cult in some ways, but the 
same types of things need 
to happen, regardless of 
the number of people that 
are coming,” said Tara 
Bedard, executive director 
of Waterloo Immigration 
Partnership.

Bedard noted the 
system in place for Ukrai-
nians coming to Canada is 
different from the normal 
refugee process. 

“Typically, when 
refugees come into the 
country… we have a 
formal refugee reset-
tlement program for 
government-assisted 
refugees and for privately 
sponsored refugees. And 
through either one of 
those programs streams, 
there’s a set number of 
refugees who will come 
into our community 
either because the govern-

Region prepares to 
welcome Ukrainian 
refugees fleeing war
No tally yet on how many of those 
displaced by invasion will end up here

ment is assisting them in 
coming to Canada... or 
because groups of private 
individuals in the region 
have decided to sponsor 
refugees to come into the 
region,” she explained, 
noting that won’t be the 
case this time around.

“The measures are 
outside of our formal refu-
gee resettlement program. 
They’re issuing emergency 
travel authorization so 
that they can move people 
very quickly and then 
processing them to be 
able to stay in the country 
using temporary residence 
permits.”

The different process 
means that refugees may 
not be matched up with a 
specific program, Bedard 
said.

“We know that this is 
a very quickly evolving 
plan, so we’re in a holding 
pattern and waiting for 
more information from 
the federal government on 
what the measures mean 
in practice.”

Residents in the region 
are stepping forward to 
help, Bedard noted. 

“I was here through 
→REFUGEE SUPPORT 4

The Elmira Sugar Kings bounced back to beat the Listowel Cyclones 4-3 at the WMC last Sunday. Bill Atwood

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

TAKING TWO OF THREE 
IN the past week, the 
Elmira Sugar Kings 
extended their lead atop 
the conference standings 
to six points with a record 
of 32-9.

Wins over the Listowel 
Cyclones bookended a 

loss to the second-place 
Cambridge Redhawks 
(28-12-2).

“We were really good 
Wednesday against 
Listowel, the 5-0 win. In 
the Cambridge game, they 
came out ready to rock 
and we didn’t match their 
intensity off the hop – it 
was over halfway through 
the game, we were down 

five. The guys battled back 
and won the second half 
of the game for pride, but 
it was too big of a hole to 
come back from against 
that kind of team,” said 
head coach Rob Collins. 

“Then the  Sunday night 
game, the first and third 
period against Listowel 
might have been the two 
best periods we’ve played 

all year. We had a little bit 
of a hiccup about halfway 
through the second period 
for a stretch of about three 
and a half minutes – we 
gave up three quick ones, 
then showed good charac-
ter to come back and get 
the win.”

The Kings were in 
Listowel March 9, taking 

→ KINGS 7

Kings take two of three
Four points earned in the past week help solidify team’s hold on top spot 
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three Wellesley Township will make its snow-event 
policy permanent, councillors decided this 
week. Launched as a pilot project for 2020-
21, the  declaration enables public works 
staff to plow all roads within the township 
unencumbered by vehicles parked on 
the side of the road. Deeming the pilot a 
success, councillors meeting Tuesday made 
it a permanent measure.

Wellesley Township’s committee of adjust-
ment is no more after councillors decided to 
take on the responsibility themselves. The 
committee of adjustment typically deals 
with minor variances to the township’s 
zoning bylaw, including the likes of property 
severances, rights of ways and easements.
From the Mar. 16, 2017 edition of The Observer

Wellesley snow events From the archives
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

A NATIONAL SENIORS’ 
ADVOCACY ORGANIZA-
TION is trying to increase 
the access older Canadians 
have to transit options, 
regardless of where they 
live. 

“For older people who 
may not be driving their 
own cars any longer, it 
becomes incredibly chal-
lenging to get from point 
A to point B,” said Laura 
Tamblyn Watts, CEO of 
CanAge.

CanAge is teaming up 
with other seniors organi-
zations on the FAST Track 
initiative that is asking 
for communities, individ-
uals and organizations 
to submit “community 
profiles” of the transit 
options for older residents 
in their areas.

“Over 95 per cent of 
Canadians want to age 
in place, but many can’t 
because of transportation 
as a key barrier. And so 
this project is aiming to 
raise awareness to try to 
find some great solutions 

Transit options will allow more seniors to 
age in place within their communities

that work and put them in 
a report as well to honour 
some of the fantastic 
initiatives and see if we 
can’t bring it to scale in 
other places as well,” said 
Tamblyn Watts.

Living in a rural area 
such as Woolwich and 
Wellesley is often a chal-
lenge for seniors who want 
to age in place, Tamblyn 
Watts said.

“About 65 per of all 
people in rural communi-
ties are seniors. And one of 
the big reasons they have 
to move into the city is 
because of lack of trans-
portation.”

Lawrence Lambkin, 
general manager of Elmi-
ra-based Kiwanis Transit, 
which provides services 
for the elderly and physi-
cally disabled, agreed that 
rural areas present greater 
challenges.

“They’re isolated and 
they don’t have as easy 
access to conventional 
transit and as they get 
older. As people age, 
they’re a lot of times a 
little bit more dependent 

End to mask mandates the latest easing of restrictions
Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

HAVING LIFTED MOST 
PANDEMIC-RELATED 
RESTRICTIONS, includ-
ing vaccine certificates, 
the province now plans to 
eliminate mask mandates 
as of next week.

Ontarians will no longer 
be required to wear a face 

Linda Kennedy and Tom Schell of the Maryhill Historical Society, which recently discovered a Breslau Hotel token. Bill Atwood

mask in the majority of 
indoor settings, including 
schools. Businesses or 
restaurants can require 
patrons to still wear a 
mask if they choose. 

“On March 21, the 
government of Ontario 
is ending the require-
ment to wear masks in 
most indoor settings. I 
want to ask that everyone 

continue to be patient and 
kind with one another as 
people and organizations 
make the best decision for 
themselves around issues 
like masking,” said Chair  
Karen Redman last Friday 
during the region’s weekly 
pandemic briefing.

The decision comes as 
the number of COVID-19 
cases stabilize. In Waterloo 

Region, there were 431 
active cases at midweek, 
down from 467 a week 
earlier, with outbreaks 
being monitored in four 
locations. In the past 
week, the death toll since 
the pandemic began 
reached 399. 

 “The peak of the 
Omicron wave is behind 
us. We continue to see 

stable or improving trends 
in our key indicators. 
Provincially and locally 
we are now shifting to a 
longer-term approach to 
living differently with and 
managing the impacts 
of COVID-19,“ said Dr. 
Rabia Bana, the region’s 
associate medical officer 
of health, noting the virus 
continues to circulate. →PANDEMIC 5

Despite the easing of 
restrictions, the province 
is maintaining guidelines 
for those who come in 
contact with the virus. 
In cases of household 
contact, people should 
continue to self-isolate 
while the person with 
symptoms is isolating, 
the province suggests. 

Historical society finds 1906 valet coin
Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THE MARYHILL 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
HAS found a rare piece of 
history dating back more 
than a century. While cata-
loging historical items, the 
organization discovered 
a 1906 coin belonging 
to the Breslau Hotel, the 
purchase of which was 

exchanged for lodging for 
a horse as well as hay 
and oats.

“It was in a little 
glass case with 
another coin in a 
drawer that nobody 
ever went into. And we 
were going through every-
thing and itemizing every-
thing and couldn’t figure it 
out. And then we read the 
writing on it a little bit,” 

said group member Linda 
Kennedy. 

“It’s probably been here 
for years and we’ve 

never noticed it,” 
said Tom Schell, 
former president 
of the historical 
society.

According 
to historical 

records, the 
→ HISTORICAL 4

Seniors’ org. seeks  
community input 
on transit solutions

→ TRANSIT 7

Historical society finds 1906 valet coin
exchanged for lodging for 

ever went into. And we 
were going through every-
thing and itemizing every-
thing and couldn’t figure it 

“It’s probably been here 
for years and we’ve 

never noticed it,” 
said Tom Schell, 

records, the 
→ HISTORICAL 
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the Syrian initiative. I’ve 
been here working with 
organizations through, 
when the government 
made the announcement 
about Afghanistan in the 
summer, and now again 
with the response to 
support people who are 
fleeing Ukraine. Every 
time announcements 
like this are made by 
the federal government, 
there’s a groundswell of 
support in this region. 
People want to help and 
a lot of self-organizing by 
groups of residents and 
individual residents to do 
anything and everything 
that they can think of to 
try to help people who 
will be coming into the 
region.”

Wilmot resident 
Stephanie Goertz has 
started a Facebook 
group (Waterloo Region 
Grassroots Response to 

Ukrainian Crisis) and is 
hosting weekly meetings 
in an attempt to organize 
support.

“People desperately 
want to help and we want 

to provide a framework 
for people to help them 
in ways that they see 
possible. So there is some 
structure to it, as well as 
creating partnerships 

from across the region and 
with the local Ukrainian 
churches,” said Goertz.

Because Canada is far 
away from the crisis, that 
presents an advantage 

REFUGEE SUPPORT: Immigration group notes residents have been welcoming of others, including Syrians, Afghans

There’s been an outpouring of support for Ukrainians since Russia invaded Feb. 24. 

of being able to prepare, 
unlike immediate 
neighbours such as Poland 
and Slovakia, she said.

“We have a huge oppor-
tunity in Canada because 
we’re not at the forefront 
to rally and provide 
overwhelming support for 
the Ukrainians coming to 
Canada.”

Goertz also pointed 
to the different refugee 
process as one of her 
reasons for wanting to 
help. 

“The influx of people 
that will be coming en 
masse would overwhelm 
any organization regard-
less of how well they were 
established before this 
occurred. We shouldn’t just 
sit back and say, ‘Oh they’ll 
deal with it,’ it’s something 
that our community needs 
to rally together to help just 
as every single person,” she 
said. 

While Bedard acknowl-
edged that not every 
Canadian supports immi-
gration, she hopes this will 
have a positive impact on 
the perception of it.

“We’re always looking 
at what is the impact of an 
announcement like this 
and how does the govern-
ment [response] in these 
situations… how does that 
help to grow support for 

immigration in the region? 
Support for more diversity 
in the community and 
just making every effort to 
help new people coming 
into the region have a 
better and more welcom-
ing experience.”

Canada stands out in the 
world for its immigration 
process and its managed 
approach, Bedard 
explained. 

“Everybody who 
comes to Canada as an 
immigrant or refugee has 
gone through a whole 
process that involves 
background checks and 
security clearances, and 
those are not ever missed, 
including when the Syria 
initiative happened and 
the Afghan resettlement 
is taking place, and now 
with Ukraine – they don’t 
skip measures. Things 
just happen on a differ-
ent scale and at a differ-
ent pace. The Canadian 
government is clear they 
don’t skip measures in 
the way that they respond 
when they’re doing these 
special initiatives,” she 
said.

“So to people who have 
concerns that kind of 
process is thrown out the 
window when these initia-
tives happen, that is not 
the case.”

→FROM 1

Breslau Hotel was built in 
1858 and was one of the 
oldest standing buildings 
remaining in Breslau. It 
was originally a two-and-
a-half storey Georgian 
structure.

The hotel had several 

different owners including 
Joseph May, whose name 
is on the coin reflecting his 
ownership in 1906. It was 
then purchased in 1921 by 
Clem Brohman and his 
wife, who bought the hotel 
from his brother-in-law. 
The Brohmans raised their 

family here.
Brohman’s son took over 

the operation of the hotel 
and added additions in 
1954 and in 1967. The hotel 
became very famous for its 
food, especially for their 
rolled ribs. Operated for 
a while as the Challenger 

One Restaurant and later 
left vacant, the property 
was purchased by region 
in 2005 for $1.75 million. 
The building was demol-
ished, and the region used 
the rear of the lot as part of 
the Fountain Street bypass 
route.

HISTORICAL: Group finds old coin while itemizing its inventory
→FROM 3
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CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Roast Beef or Chicken Tenders includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Mar 18 & 19
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LOCAL HOSPITALS ARE 
PLAYING CATCH-UP 
again as they start to 
recover from the latest 
pandemic-related restric-
tions. From staffing 
shortages to backlogged 
surgeries, there’s been a big 
impact on their operations

As restrictions lift, 
hospitals spirits in the 
region are trying to return 
to normal.

At St. Mary’s General 
Hospital in Kitchener, 
president Lee Fairclough 
says she’s hopeful the 
community will be able 
to keep pushing past the 
virus, but wants residents 
to air on the side of caution 
as they resume their activ-
ities without masks. 

“We will be watching 
very closely to understand 
the impact of the opening. 
We understand some of the 
rationale for why we need 
to try to move ahead with 
some of the pulling back 
of these measures,” said 
Fairclough.  “Things are 
definitely improved in the 
hospitals in terms of the 
number of patients with 
COVID. I think that, gener-
ally speaking, we’re also 
primarily focused on trying 
to get back to surgery and 
many of the hospitals, 
including St. Mary’s, in 
the region are at approxi-
mately 70 per cent for some 
of our surgical resump-
tion, but the availability of 
in-patient beds continues 
to be a challenge.” 

The hospitals in the 
region have felt the 
impacts of staff having to 
isolate due to COVID-19 
continuously throughout 
the last two years. Some 
nurses have left their 
position, feeling burnt-out 

Hospitals still experiencing staffing 
shortages, look to address backlogs

from the stress.
“What I’m seeing at St. 

Mary’s, but I think all of 
us, the hospitals in the 
Waterloo Region, are expe-
riencing is a workforce 
that has shown unbeliev-
able commitment and 
dedication for two years. 
We are seeing some people 
making choices to pursue 
other professions. And 
certainly we’re seeing a lot 
of people that are fatigued 
and I think that we need to 
really focus on how we’re 
caring for that workforce 
for the next little while. 
Everybody feels the 
burden of the fact that we 
do have so many patients 
waiting for non-COVID 
care, but also know that it’s 
been two years of working 
very long hours and over-
time,” noted Fairclough.

What’s happening locally 
is part of a broader issue in 
the medical community, a 
situation noted by the likes 
of the Canadian Medical 
Association (CMA) and the 
Canadian Nurses Associ-
ation (CNA). Both groups 
last week issued a joint 
statement noting Canada’s 
health workforce is feeling 
the effects of burnout, and 
calling for urgent action to 
address staffing shortages 
and backlog issues. The 
announcement came the 
day after an emergency 
meeting where CMA and 
CNA were joined by some 
40 health organizations 
to discuss the healthcare 
worker burnout and short-
ages happening around the 
country. 

“While governments and 
Canadians are hoping to 
move past the pandemic, 
an exhausted, depleted 
health workforce is strug-
gling to provide timely, 
necessary care to patients 
and make progress through 

a significant backlog of 
tests, surgeries and regular 
care,” said CMA president 
Dr. Katharine Smart in a 
release. “What we heard 
is disheartening, with 
health workers exceedingly 
distressed, facing harass-
ment and leaving their 
careers and professions. 
Until governments start to 
recognize these problems, 
we will never move forward 
to find concrete solutions.”

The president of the 
Grand River Hospital 
Foundation, Paul McIn-
tyre Royston, noted 
during the region’s weekly 
pandemic briefing March 
11 that the hospital was 
experiencing staffing 
shortages currently as well 
as trying to catch up on 
delayed surgeries. 

“It has been a tough 
two years. They’ve seen 
such an incredible surge, 
we still have active 
(COVID) patients. I think 
we have 80 staff off right 
now because of COVID 
or suspected, so that’s 
typically four or five times 
what we normally have off 
on any given day. There’s 
a big push to get caught 
up on services. I think 
there is an overall positive 
sense that we are moving 
on at this stage, but I do 
know that the hospital and 
regionally there will be 
some thought as to what 
happens this fall. Overall, 
there’s some happiness 
but quite a bit of trepida-

tion on the part of staff.” 
With fewer staff away 

with COVID or isolating 
from being exposed, St. 
Mary’s has been able to 
start catching up on the 
backlog of patient care that 
added up from postponed 
procedures or surgeries.

“We’re still tight, and 
even today we’ve still got 
30 staff that are off, that 
are impacted by COVID. 
And with the opening, we 
can anticipate that we’ll 
probably see even more 
of that as it continues to 
circulate in the commu-
nity,” noted Fairclough 
of the predicted spike in 
cases following lifting of 
restrictions.

In reaction to calls for 
action from the healthcare 
sector, Ontario Premier 
Doug Ford this week 
announced the govern-
ment will be expanding 
medical school education 
– Ontario will add 160 
undergraduate seats and 
295 postgraduate positions 
over the next five years. 

“As our province grows, 
our government has a 
plan to build a stronger, 
more resilient health-
care system,” he said in 
a release. “We’ve already 
shored up domestic 
production of critical 
supplies like PPE and have 
added thousands more 
hospital beds. Now, build-
ing on our work to recruit 
and retain nurses and 
personal support workers, 
we’re launching the largest 
expansion of medical 
education in 10 years.”

The expansion of medi-
cal education will support 
six schools across Ontario, 
focusing on creating more 
healthcare workers with 
the hopes of providing 
more quality care for 
patients in the future.

PANDEMIC: COVID-19 cases slowly declining even as restrictions eased
→FROM 3

Contacts who are over the 
age of 18 and have received 
a booster shot are not 
required to self-isolate. 
The same is true for those 
under 18 who are fully 
vaccinated.

 “Please respect 
anyone who chooses to 
continue still wearing a 
mask beyond  the lifting 
of mandatory masking 
requirements. Individuals 
who are at serious risk of 
illness will benefit from 
wearing a mask, especially 
in indoor and crowded 
public spaces. Due to the 
high vaccination rates and 
public health measures, 
we have been able to 
manage the impact of the 

Omicron wave,” noted 
Bana.

In another step towards 
a return to normal, the 
president of the Grand 
River Hospital Foun-
dation, Paul McIntyre 
Royston, announced 
during the update that 
the hospital will start to 
welcome back volunteers 
as of Monday. They had to 
pull out volunteers during 
the latest wave that saw 
a sharp spike in cases. 
Hospitals in the area will 
be keeping COVID-19 
protocols and restrictions 
like mask wearing or 
screening at the entrance 
in place for the time being. 

“We talked about where 
things are at and were very 

pleased and happy with 
the direction Omicron’s 
been heading. It’s been 
tough, though, we’ve 
seen challenges for our 
nurses, our doctors, our 
healthcare providers and 
what’s been great in the 
community is the incredi-
ble response from meals to 
coffees to celebrating with 
events. Since Omicron 
began, we had to pull out 
volunteers, all hospitals 
have, and we’re starting 
some back as of March 21,” 
he said.

Waterloo Region 
continues to see small 
increases in vaccination 
as clinics continue to 
wind down. At midweek, 
the region was reporting 

88.7 per cent of eligible 
residents had received at 
least one dose of vaccine, 
while 85.3 per cent were 
fully vaccinated. Some 
49.8 per cent of eligible 
residents had been given 
a booster shot.

In Wellington-Duffer-
in-Guelph, Public Health 
reported 90.2 per cent 
of eligible residents had 
received at least a first 
dose, with 87.2 per cent 
with two doses and 57.1 per 
cent boosted.

At midweek, that catch-
ment area had 259 active 
cases of COVID-19, down 
from 273 a week earlier. 
Officials reported a cumu-
lative 158 fatalities since 
the pandemic began.

Lee Fairclough
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COVID-19 Vaccine 
Walk-in Community Clinic 

Talk to a real person 24/7 in over 200 languages: 519-514-1499 
Deaf and hard of hearing (TTY): 519-575-4608 
 
 

Walk-ins only. No appointments. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to get vaccinated.  

Moderna or Pfizer (adults 30+) Pfizer (age 5-29).  
 

Location: Woolwich Memorial Centre  
  24 Snyder Ave S 2nd Floor,  
  Elmira, ON N3B 1Z1 

 

Date: Sunday, March 20 
   

Time:  9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
     

 
 

COVID-19 is still a serious risk to  
Waterloo Region. 
 

 Vaccination is very important even if you had COVID-19. 
 Compared to people who received 2 or 3 doses of vaccine,  

unvaccinated people have a higher risk of serious illness: 
o 6 times higher risk of being in the hospital. 
o 12 times higher risk of being in the Intensive Care Unit. 

 The vaccine protects you, your family and community. 
 1st and 2nd dose for anyone born in 2016 or earlier 
 3rd dose anyone 18 or older, 84 days after 2nd dose 
 3rd dose for anyone 12-17, 168 days after 2nd dose 
 Vaccination will stop the spread of COVID-19. 
 Nurse on-site to answer your questions about vaccination. 
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Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Over the counter 
delivery available 
(Minimum $50 before 
tax order required)

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

control in the second 
period and never looking 
back on route to a 5-0 
victory.

After some even play 
in the first period that 
ended with no scoring, 
Elmira broke the game 
open early in the middle 
frame.  Mason Eurig 
got things rolling with 
a goal at 2:04, assisted 
by Jayden Lammel and 
Daniel Fraleigh. Less than 
two minutes later, Jaxson 
Murray’s unassisted tally 
made it 2-0. 

The Kings extended 
their lead with Kurtis 
Goodwin’s goal at 5:45, 
assisted by Adam Grein 
and Brody Leblanc. At 
11:09, it was Leblanc, from 
Goodwin and Grein, tally-
ing again for the visitors, 
who went into the second 
intermission up 4-0.

The only scoring in 
the third came off the 
stick of Aidan Yarde, his 
10th of the year a short-
handed marker assisted by 
Lammel.

Shots were 42-23 for 
the Kings, including a 
21-10 split in the second. 
Netminder Daniel Botelho 
picked up the shutout. 
Both teams came up 
empty on the power play, 
Elmira going 0-7 and 
Listowel 0-6.

On March 12 in 
Cambridge, the Kings 
quickly found themselves 
in a hole from which they 
couldn’t climb out, ulti-
mately falling 6-3. 

The Redhawks were up 
2-0 less than five minutes 
in, a lead they’d take into 
the room for the first inter-
mission. The break wasn’t 
helpful to the visitors, 
however, as Cambridge 
scored three more in the 
second, the fifth goal at 
11:20 spelling an end to 
Botelho’s night. He was 

replaced between the 
pipes by Matt Lunghi. 

The Kings finally 
responded with a goal 
from Jack Tos (Grein, 
Brock Reinhart) at 12:13 to 
make it 5-1.

The rambunctious play 
in the second – there were 
eight minors for roughing 
– set the tone for the third, 
where tempers flared and 
three misconducts were 
included among the raft of 
penalties.

The Kings got a goal 
from Isaac Westlake, 
assisted by Eurig and 
Owen O’Donnell, to make 
it 5-2 less than three 
minutes into the third 
before the parade of penal-
ties set in. Amidst all the 
turmoil, Lammel scored 
on a penalty shot to make 
it a 5-3 game at 16:28. Just 
seconds later, however, 
Cambridge replied on the 
power play to restore the 
three-goal lead. When the 
buzzer sounded, the clock 
showed a 6-3 final score in 
favour of the home team.

Special teams were a 
factor, with Cambridge 
going 3-8 with the man 
advantage, while Elmira 
was 0-5. Shots were 28-23 
in favour of the Redhawks.

“In any sort of compet-
itive atmosphere, you’re 
going to have a winner 
and a loser, so you’re going 
to have someone who’s 
feeling really, really good 
and you’re going to have 
another one who’s battling 
emotions,” said Collins of 
the Cambridge match.

“It got a little chippy. 
I’m sure our guys had 
some emotions going 
through them,” he added, 
noting the game wasn’t as 
combative as the penalty 
sheet might indicate. “But, 
yeah, there were some 
shenanigans going on.”

It was a different kind of 
game the following night 
at the WMC in Elmira, 
with the Kings ultimately 
prevailing in a 4-3 win over 
Listowel.

Luke Eurig’s goal, 
assisted by Tos and 

Murray, was the only 
scoring of the first 
period, despite the Kings 
outshooting the visitors 
20-4. It was 1-0 Elmira 
after 20 minutes.

Eurig’s second of the 
game, from Nathaniel 
Mott and Grein, gave the 
Kings a 2-0 at 2:13 of the 
second, but the Cyclones 
took over as the period 
went on, scoring three 
times in less than three 
minutes to take a 3-2 lead 
into the second intermis-
sion.

The third period 
belonged to the Kings, 
however, who poured it on 
to outshoot Listowel 16-6 
and put up a pair of goal. 
Lammel scored unassisted 
at 13:33 to tie the game, 
with the winner coming 
from Tos (Mott, Reinhart) 
less than a minute later.

For the game, shots were 
52-24 in favour of Elmira, 
with Lunghi stopping 21 
to post the win. The Kings 
were 1-4 on the power play, 
while Listowel was 0-2.

“We had a little burp 
in the second period, but 
for 55 minutes of that 
hockey game, we were 
really, really good. So that 
was encouraging to come 
back after a loss with that 
effort,” said Collins. “It 
would have been really 
disappointing to lose that 
game considering how 
much in control we were.”

This weekend, the Kings 
are in Stratford Friday 
night to take on the fourth-
place Warriors (26-15-0-1) 
before returning home 
Sunday for a rematch in 
game-two of the home-
and-home series. The 
puck drops at the WMC at 
7 p.m.

“We’ve got to get 
through a tough weekend. 
We’ve got Stratford home 
and home, so that would 
be a really good test.”

In control most of the game, the Kings had plenty to celebrate 
Sunday, including the 4-3 final score. Bill Atwood

→FROM 1

KINGS: Team faces Stratford this weekend in home-and-home series

on family and family 
members to provide 
transportation for them. 
So there’s definitely chal-
lenges out there for senior 
citizens to have accessi-
bility to the community,” 
Lambkin said.

Affordability is also a 
challenge, he added.

“We don’t have taxi 
services in town, like in 
Elmira, or out in the coun-
try that is really economi-
cal for them or affordable 
for them to call a cab and 
get that kind of transpor-
tation. For seniors living 
in the city that need to 
utilize taxi services, the 
run is going to be proba-
bly a little shorter, and not 
be so cost prohibitive.”

Kiwanis Transit 

→FROM3

TRANSIT: Organization sees improved transit as a way to help seniors age in place more readily than is the case today
provides door-to-door 
service to those township 
residents who qualify.

“I think that our clien-
tele is well established, 
and the clientele that we 
do have registered with 
our service utilize our 
services. I think that we 
are an integral part of 
keeping a lot of senior 
citizens connected to the 
community, and we also 
help them maintain their 
independence,” he said.

However, Lambkin did 
acknowledge there is only 
so much the service can 
do.

“Maybe if there’s a 
limitation it is our expo-
sure. There are times 
when some seniors and 
people out there that 
would qualify for services 

aren’t aware of our 
services, or haven’t been 
informed.”

Others who are aware of 
the service might be hesi-
tant to make use of it.

“Some people think that 
‘well, I still have my driv-
ing license. I don’t want to 
give that up.’ Sometimes 
it’s just a mindset that 
certain people have,” said 
Lambkin.

While Waterloo Region 
has seen some great 
initiatives, Tamblyn 
Watts expressed concern 
about whether the transit 
system here is keeping up 
with population growth. 

“[This includes] some 
seniors transportation 
and rail transport but 
they’re inadequate to 
meet the needs even five 

years ago, let alone the 
rapid growth that the KW 
region has had,” she said. 

Neil Malcolm, acting 
director of Grand River 
Transit, acknowledged 
this challenge, but said 
GRT provides a significant 
amount of service.

“We can always look to 
add more service, but we 
have to understand that 
there are certain limits 
in terms of how much 
budget we have to provide 
service and making sure 
we’re providing service 
in the area where there’s 
demand. So there’s always 
limitations, but we have 
added service other than 
the last two years. We 
have increased our service 
in transit since it became 
a regional service back in 

2000,” Malcolm said. 
While more govern-

ment infrastructure will 
help provide more transit 
services to seniors it isn’t 
the only fix, Tamblyn 
Watts said.

“We’re also looking for 
affordable private sector 
and not-for-profit organi-
zations who are providing 
creative ways for people 
to get from point A to 
point B. And we can help 
to replicate those good 
initiatives in other places 
to try to get some more 
sustainable funding so 
they’re not being done 
by just a shoestring,” she 

said.
She also said that 

money has been thrown at 
the issue in the past.

“What we’ve done 
before it’s sort of throw 
up our hands and say, ‘Oh 
you just want us to build 
more subways, and that’s 
going to solve the prob-
lem.’ No, we know that 
there’s all kinds of small, 
nimble, adaptable solu-
tions. And it really is the 
creativity of the commu-
nity and sparking good 
ideas from each other. 
That is going to solve a 
myriad of problems with a 
myriad of solutions.”
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “Today, the Ukrainian people are stand-
ing with unwavering resolve to defend 
loved ones and their cherished values 
of freedom, democracy and dignity.” 
The Ukrainian World Congress president Paul Grod calls 
upon the international community to support those on the 
front lines of Ukraine’s fight for freedom.

Some 74% of Canadians and 66% of 
Americans think the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict has the potential to develop 
into a world war; 47% of Canadians and 
41% of Americans think Putin and Russia 
will use nuclear weapons if the conflict 
does not go the way Russia wants.
Leger poll

Verbatim The Monitor

E ven casual observers of the housing market have 
watched with wonder and/or dismay what’s 
happening to prices. And not just in Toronto 
and Vancouver, as the there’s been a spill-over 

effect that extends in growing rings, even to this region, 
as witnessed by the average cost of a single-family home 
having surpassed $1.2 million.

Despite the economic downturn and ongoing uncertainties 
due to the COVID-19 outbreak, home prices are becoming 
even less affordable (not to be confused with newfound efforts 
in the region to marginally increase the housing stock for the 
most disadvantaged).

The province’s approach to soaring housing prices essen-
tially involves giving developers freer rein to build more units 
more quickly. That ignores concerns about the protection of 
land, neighbourhoods and the likes of heritage properties, 
among other issues. There are also limits on construction 
itself, particularly labour and supplies. 

Even if no restrictions applies, people are arriving in this 
country – most of them to the Greater Golden Horseshoe – at 
rates well beyond the capacity to increase housing stock.

Already, many people – especially younger ones, but 
increasingly cutting across demographics – despair of owning 
a home as the economy sinks, works become more precarious 
and, sometimes inexplicably, housing costs rise.

With prices, government policy is largely to blame, mostly 
through immigration and, down through the ranks, poor 
land-use planning and growing taxes and fees.

The big issue, of course, is whether we’ve got a housing 
bubble ... and when it will it pop.

Not just yet, apparently, as the market continues to heat 
up. Even in this region, sales each month reach new heights, 
as do costs. The Kitchener-Waterloo Association of Realtors 
reported the average sale price for all residential properties in 
the area was $1,007,109, a 33.6 per cent increase over February 
2021 and a 5.6 per cent increase compared to January. The 
average price of a detached home was $1,214,067, up 33.1 per 
cent increase from February 2021 and an increase of 5.3 per 
cent compared to January.

Studies show rising prices in Toronto are pushing buyers 
not just to the outer edges of the GTA but to places farther 
afield, such as Waterloo Region. That trend has been acceler-
ated by the pandemic-led transition to working from home.

Average home prices are now far out of reach of many 
residents, which doesn’t seem sustainable. Some economists 
and market watchers are waiting on a correction. Still, there 
are plenty of us who see housing as a safe investment, unlike, 
for instance, the stock market, which remains volatile. Both 
markets are a gamble, however, and both were and continue 
to be heavily manipulated by the financial sector, the very 
industry responsible for the systemic corruption at the root of 
our economic woes.

Speculation, of course, is another word for gambling. 
There’s a simple reality, however: housing prices do not 

always go up.
Price decreases could help those looking to get into the 

market down the road, but that upside could be offset by the 
fact credit is harder to come by. Lenders are hanging on to 
their money, and tightening requirements when they do part 
with it. Today’s rampant inflation and potential for higher 
interest rates could have an impact on future buying patterns.

If there is a take-away lesson to be learned when it comes 
to real estate, it’s don’t take any undue risks. And gambling, 
which is how we’ve been viewing the housing market, is risky 
to the core. If we keep betting on ever-increasing prices – with 
equity loans to match – and allowing too many people to 
over-leverage themselves, there’s going to be a great deal of 
pain if the market sees a correction or if interest rates start 
rising to historical levels. Don’t wager the farm on the boom 
times lasting forever. 

Speculation continues as 
housing affordability drops

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Would Vladimir Putin’s 
Russia have invaded 

Ukraine three weeks ago if it 
had 1,900 nuclear warheads on 
176 ICBMs and 2,600 tactical 
nuclear weapons? Of course 
not. He wouldn’t have invaded 
if Ukraine had even one nuclear 
missile capable of reaching 
Moscow.

When the Soviet Union was 
dissolved in 1991, Ukraine got 
custody of all those nuclear 
weapons because they had 
been based on its territory 
at the time of the breakup. 
Suddenly, Ukraine was the 
world’s third biggest nuclear 
power, with more warheads 
than Britain, France and China 
combined.

I was in Kiev several times 
in that period. I interviewed 
quite a few of the Ukrainian 
nationalists who had suddenly 
emerged into the open (having 
been in deep cover during 
Soviet times), and I don’t recall 
a single one who mentioned 
those nuclear weapons. And 
neither did I, to be honest. It 
didn’t seem very relevant at the 
time.

But it certainly feels relevant 
to a lot of Ukrainians now. They 
gave away the one thing that 
could have kept them from 
being invaded.

Ukraine paying a price 
today for nuclear mistake

ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

The Russians and the Ameri-
cans were very unhappy about 
Ukraine’s nukes in the early 
1990s, as they both saw them 
as a kind of ‘proliferation.’ 
More fingers on more triggers 
(Belarus and Kazakhstan also 
inherited smaller numbers of 
Soviet nukes and delivery vehi-
cles) made the task of maintain-
ing mutual nuclear deterrence 
more complex and unstable.

So the two ‘superpowers,’ 
as they were still known, used 
political pressure and judi-
cious bribes to persuade the 
new Ukrainian government to 
hand all its nuclear weapons 
over to Russia for destruction. 
Post-apartheid South Africa 
was getting rid of its nuclear 
weapons at the same time, so 
it didn’t seem to be a bizarre or 
foolish decision at the time.

The great difference, of 
course, was that South Africa 
did not have a nuclear-armed 
great power as a neighbour. 
Ukraine did, and it has come to 
rue its mistake. This is a stake 
in the heart of the anti-nuclear 
proliferation campaign that 
was once seen as mere common 

sense.
It is, in fact, the third stake 

to be pounded into that rather 
crowded heart, but the first two 
were less convincing. Saddam 
Hussein, the Iraqi dictator, had 
a nuclear weapons program 
during his war with Iran in 
the 1980s, but it was compre-
hensively dismantled by UN 
inspectors after he invaded 
Kuwait and was defeated in the 
first Gulf war in 1990-91.

He never restarted that 
nuclear weapons program, but 
the United States invaded Iraq 
anyway in 2003 and the puppet 
government it installed in 
Baghdad hanged him.

Saddam Hussein richly 
deserved it for his many other 
crimes, no doubt, but the take-
away was: for a dictator, nuclear 
weapons are the only life insur-
ance that really works. North 
Korea tested its first nuclear 
weapon in 2006.

The Libyan dictator, Muam-
mar Gaddafi, was so frightened 
by the American display of 
lawlessness in the 2003 inva-
sion of Iraq that he let himself 
be bullied into closing down his 
own decade-old nuclear weap-
ons program. Big mistake.

Eight years later, in 2011, 
Gaddafi himself was driven 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 8
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Editor's 
Point of View

Latest gas price spikes will put pressure on greening plans

for carbon taxes that are 
already hitting consum-
ers in their wallets. Those 
concerns are weighed 
against security issues and 
the reality that Canadians 
will be dependent on fossil 
fuels for years to come, and 
their unhappiness about 
rising prices will likely be 
reflected at the polls.

Globally, demand for 
fossil fuels is expected to 
grow each year until at 
least 2030. That’s going to 
wreak havoc with pledges 
to reach net-zero global 
emissions by 2050, a goal 
which Canada shares.

The International Energy 
Agency, for instance, notes 
global spending on clean 
energy projects needs to 
grow from less than $2 
trillion today to at least $5 
trillion by 2030 to help meet 
that goal. 

In the near term, the 
agency’s 2021 report 
describes a net zero 
pathway that requires the 
immediate and massive 
deployment of all available 
clean and efficient energy 
technologies, combined 
with a major global push 
to accelerate innovation. 
The pathway calls for 
annual additions of solar 
PV to reach 630 gigawatts 
by 2030, and those of 
wind power to reach 390 
gigawatts. That’s four 
times the record level set 
in 2020. For solar PV, it is 
equivalent to installing 
the world’s current largest 
solar park roughly every 
day. A major worldwide 
push to increase energy 
efficiency is also an essen-
tial part of these efforts, 
the IEA says, resulting in 
the global rate of energy 
efficiency improvements 
averaging four per cent a 
year through 2030 – about 
three times the average 
over the last two decades.

Skeptics abound. Most 
of the global reductions in 
CO2 emissions between 
now and 2030 in the net 
zero pathway come from 
technologies readily avail-
able today. But in 2050, 
almost half the reductions 
come from technologies 
that are currently only 
at the demonstration or 
prototype phase.

Getting to that stage will 
require unprecedented 
cooperation and invest-
ments, particularly on the 
part of developed nations.

“Our roadmap shows 
that the enormous chal-
lenge of rapidly tran-
sitioning to a net-zero 
energy system is also a 
huge opportunity for our 
economies. The transition 
must be fair and inclusive, 
leaving nobody behind. 
We have to ensure that 
developing economies 
receive the financing and 
technological know-how 
they need to build out 
their energy systems to 

meet the needs of their 
expanding populations 
and economies in a 
sustainable way,” said IEA 
executive director said 
Fatih Birol in the report. 

The IEA plan calls for 
no new oil and natural gas 
developments on route to 
2050. The current short-
ages and potential profits 
means that’s an unlikely 
scenario – oil companies 
will step up to fill the void, 
and governments look-
ing to lower prices and 
develop domestic capa-
bilities will certainly feel 
pressure to put net-zero 
aspirations on hold.

Norway-based research 
firm Rystad Energy 
predicts spending on oil 
and gas production to 
rise this year to US$456 
billion from $418 billion 
in 2021. Producers in 
Canada aren’t expecting 
to see much of that in this 
country, however. The 
Canadian Association 
of Petroleum Producers 

(CAPP) is forecasting a 22 
per cent increase in natu-
ral gas and oil investment 
in 2022. Capital spending 
in the sector is expected 
to grow by $6 billion to 
reach CDN$32.8 billion, 
compared to an estimated 
$26.9 billion in 2021. Much 
of that will be in existing 
facilities rather than new 
projects.

Given the current situ-
ation, the organization 
is emphasizing security 
issues and the benefits of 
North American solutions 
to increasing demand. 
Industry estimates show 
global oil demand will top 
100 million barrels per 
day within the next two to 
three years and remain at 
or above that level until 
2040 and beyond. Natu-
ral gas is expected to be 
one of the fastest grow-
ing sources of energy in 
the world, with demand 
projected to increase 14 
per cent by 2030, and 28 
per cent by 2050, accord-
ing to an IEA outlook.

“Demand for oil and 
natural gas is expected to 
rise and remain strong for 
decades. Every barrel of oil 
and molecule of natu-
ral gas not produced in 
Canada will be produced 
by other countries that 
likely do not match our 
high environmental and 
social standards. As one 
of the most innovative 
and responsible energy 
producers in the world, 
Canada needs to take on a 
larger role in meeting the 
growing global demand 
for energy,” argues CAPP 
president Tim McMillan in 
a statement.

Feeling pressure from 
consumers, producer prov-
inces, industry groups and 
its own battered finances, 
Ottawa faces a choice 
between its green state-
ments and economic reali-
ties in a geopolitical climate 
that’s changed dramatically 
throughout the pandemic 
and by the events of the 
past few weeks.Everybody's Irish on St. Patrick's Day, but right now everybody's Ukrainian, too, in solidarity.

There was plenty to 
despise about Vladimir 

Putin even before he began 
inflicting horrors on the 
people of Ukraine. His illicit 
attempt to sovietize the 
neighbouring country has 
moved him into the strato-
sphere of reviled despots.

While Ukrainians suffer 
most, the rest of the 
world can thank Putin for 
boosting already increas-
ing inflation, commodity 
shortages and future food 
shortages. Oh, and much 
higher prices at the pump.

Price shocks at the gas 
station are nothing new, 
but they reached new 
levels in the past week or 
so, with costs soaring past 
anything we’ve seen before. 
That’s led to calls for greater 
domestic production, both 
in this country and in the 
US, as a way to both lower 
prices in the near term and 
boost energy security in 
the long run. Conversely, 
environmentalists are 
calling for a speedier shift 
to alternatives, particularly 
in Europe, to reduce the 
dependence on Russian oil 
and gas.

In Canada, there are 
some calls to increase oil 
exports, reviving the pipe-
line debates. But even the 
industry itself has some 
misgivings about spend-
ing today given the uncer-
tainty around fossil-fuel 
usage. The oil sector is no 
stranger to boom-and-bust 
cycles, so it’s no surprise 
there’s a bit more interest 
in taking profits as divi-
dends rather than spend-
ing billions of dollars for 
projects that would take 
years to develop. 

While Alberta would 
certainly be keen on 
scaling up production – 
the province is currently 
enjoying the resurgence 
of an industry laid low at 
the start of the pandemic 
– such moves run counter 
to Ottawa’s stated goal 
of reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions. Reducing 
demand is the rationale 
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STEVE 
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

The hardest part of turkey hunting

This is not a simple 
task with the evidence on 
hand. For what you are 
telling the landowner is 
that you paid $26.33 for a 
licence that allows you to 
have a fleeting opportu-
nity to shoot a bird that 
you could buy in a store 
for $26.32. But only if you 
wake up in the middle 
of the night to prepare 
yourself for the hunt, 
then drive to the prop-
erty, trek into the field 
long before sunrise, sit 
with your butt on the cold 
ground, and spend your 
time wondering what big 
animal is crunching leaves 
and growling behind you 
in the dark. And all this 
while you are shivering 
until the day heats up 
enough for the black flies 
and mosquitoes to wake 
up so they can dine on you 
for breakfast. Which is 
something you skipped to 
be there on time.

Sometime after that, the 
landowner might ask, “Did 
a wild turkey hurt you 
when you were a child? 

And you’ll reply, “No, 
they are my favourite 
bird.”

Then, if they delve 
into the matter further, 
you will probably end up 
communicating that you 
will be carrying several 
very-expensive anatom-
ically correct rubber 
turkeys, all of which you 
have named and are quite 
fond of. Also, that you 
have spent the last month 
practicing with various 
turkey calls so that you 
are now convinced you 
can have a serious and 
meaningful conversation 
with any wild turkey on 
the property – although 
the same level of commu-
nication cannot be 
attained with your spouse 
anymore.

This will typically 
prompt the landowner to 
ask: “And you are carrying 
a shotgun or bow?”

To which you will then 
say, “Yes.”And then, 

mistaking the question 
for real interest, you will 
probably go into far too 
much detail about your 
shotgun and how you 
patterned it so that no 
turkey that shows within 
40 yards will escape.

To which, the land-
owner might ask,” So, you 
never miss?”

Which is when you 
must artfully change the 
subject.

Eventually, the land-
owner might query you 
why you wouldn’t just buy 
a bird at the grocery store. 
To which you will prob-
ably reply, “I bought my 
licence ($26.33), shotgun 
($1,000), decoys ($150), 
calls ($60), shells ($30), 
and turkey hunting vest, 
boots, and face mask 
($300), so I can get a bird 
for free every spring.”

After that, all you can 
do is hold your breath and 
hope that you have made 
the case that you are not 
crazy – which would have 
been a whole lot easier had 
you not introduced him to 
your favourite decoy.

A lot of people will tell 
you that the most 

difficult game animal to 
hunt in North America 
is the wild turkey. My 
answer to that is yes, but 
not for the reasons you 
suspect.

Sure, they are some-
times a difficult animal to 
hunt due to their cagi-
ness. But are they overly 
intelligent? Not really. In 
fact, I would say the aver-
age turkey is not much 
more intelligent than the 
average turkey hunter. 
Which, if my friends and I 
are any indication, is not 
very complimentary to the 
bird. 

What makes turkey 
hunting so difficult is 
not the bird. It is that, in 
most cases, a hunter has 
to convince a landowner 
to allow turkey hunting on 
the property.

This is not as easy as it 
sounds. In fact, I would 
say it is the most difficult 
part of turkey hunting.

Mostly because you 
convince the landowner 
that you are not crazy. 

The legend of St. Patrick 
banishing snakes from Ireland 
was made up to symbolize 
driving pagans out and 
bringing in Christianity to the 
Emerald Isle.

The first St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade was celebrated in 
Belfast, Ireland in the 16th 
century.

A four leaf shamrock is 
considered extremely lucky if 
you find one.

ↆ LAST WEEK:

Truth: Queen Elizabeth II will turn 96 in April and is the oldest and 
longest serving state leader in the world. Paul Biya, the president of 
Cameroon is the second-oldest at 88.

Truth: Canadian Prime Ministers can serve as long as, Her Majesty the 
Queen of Canada kicks them out, the people of Canada vote them out, 
or they resign or die. William Lyon Mackenzie King was the longest 
serving Prime Ministers with more than 21 years across 6 mandates.

Lie: National Ethics Awareness Month is observed in March but spans 
ethics in education, corporations, government and general civil 
communications. Nothing about requesting politicians pledge to be 
honest. More info at nationalethicproject.org

You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

from power by NATO 
air strikes, and then 
murdered by NATO-
backed rebels. His own 
fault: he had jumped 
the wrong way. But once 
again, it was a cruel dicta-
tor who paid the price, so 
who cares?

In 1994, Ukraine let 
itself be sweet-talked into 
giving up all its nuclear 
weapons. In return it 
received solemn ‘assur-
ances’ in the Budapest 
Memorandum that Russia, 
the UK and the US would 
“refrain from the threat 

or use of force against 
the territorial integrity or 
political independence 
of Ukraine.” That worked 
well, didn’t it?

A week ago, Sky News 
asked Svitlana Zalishchuk, 
foreign policy adviser 
to the Ukrainian deputy 
prime minister, if giving 
up the country’s nuclear 
weapons had been a 
mistake.

“Yes, without a doubt,” 
Zalishchuk replied. Coun-
tries that own nuclear 
weapons are “untouch-
able,” and it is “because we 
voluntarily gave up on our 

Can we stop 
killing coyotes?

To the Editor,
Every year a group of 

hunters and their dogs 
descend, loudly, multiple 
times, on the small ribbon 
of bush behind our prop-
erty north of Elmira. This 
is not an uncommon rural 
activity, apparently.

The goal? To kill all the 
coyotes.

The coyotes’ crime? 
Nothing, just being there.

Coyotes are considered 
one of nature’s ‘clean-up 
crew.’ They eat road 
kill and other perished 
animals, as well as rodents, 
birds, rabbits and other 
small animals. Small 
animals that would other-
wise spend a lot of time 
eating…farmers crops, 

for one thing, or robbing 
birds’ nests of all the eggs 
for another. All are part 
of the balance of nature, 
and a loss of one causes an 
imbalance of another, or 
others.

Coyotes form close 
family bonds and mate for 
life. Pups are born in late-
spring to the dominant 
pair, and only the domi-
nant pair of the family 
breeds. The pups may 
leave in the fall season and 
find their own territory, 
or they may stay and help 
with next year’s pups. A 
typical family territory 
covers 10-20 square kilo-
metres, and other coyotes 
are generally kept outside 
of this area by the family.

Coyotes are shy by 
nature. During my 20 years 
of living here and walking 
the bush almost daily or 

nightly with my dog, I have 
never even seen a coyote, 
though I know they are 
there or pass through.  

A common reason given 
by hunters when killing 
coyotes is the threat of 
predation by coyotes of 
our pets or small farm 
animals. It is our respon-
sibility to properly house 
the animals we care for to 
keep them safe, and follow 
practices (like dead animal 
disposal) that prevent us 
inadvertently providing 
easy meals for any wildlife. 
This is the biggest cause of 
conflict with wildlife and 
it is our responsibility to 
prevent it from happening.

Similar to TNR programs 
and the science for mini-
mizing feral cat colonies, 
random or widespread 
culling of coyotes has 
not been found effective 

at controlling/reducing 
coyote populations. In 
fact, hunting has been 
shown to even increase 
the population because 
when family members are 
killed, family structures 
are broken, often result-
ing in chaotic, increased 
breeding.

There are no, or very 
few regulations protecting 
coyotes in Ontario. The 
fate of coyotes and our 
natural landscapes are 
currently in the hands of 
hunters and landowners 
that grant permission to 
them.  

Can we stop killing 
the coyotes in Woolwich 
Township and instead 
respect their place in 
nature?

Connie Rodgers
ELMIRA

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

nuclear weapons and the 
Budapest Memorandum 
has been ignored (that) we 
find ourselves in the situa-
tion that we are in.”

It turns out that not 
only evil dictators need 
nuclear weapons. Any 
country that has a nucle-
ar-armed neighbour with 
a grievance urgently 
needs them too. Indeed, 
any country that thinks it 
might one day find itself 
in a confrontation with a 
nuclear-armed country, 
however far away it may 
be, needs nuclear weap-
ons.

If you doubt me, just 
ask the Iranians, or the 
Taiwanese, or the South 
Koreans, who are all 
watching closely. Or even 
the Japanese and the Viet-
namese, come to that.

If you get into a confron-
tation with a nuclear 
power, and you don’t 
belong to a nuclear-armed 
alliance like NATO, then 
you cannot trust any other 
country to risk a nuclear 
war on your behalf. ‘Guar-
antees’ and ‘assurances’ 
are useless. You need to 
have your own nukes.

DYER: Ukraine would have been better off with nukes than with promises
→ FROM 8

Woolwich has 
bigger priorities 
than Breslau 
bridge

To the Editor,
Building a bridge 

between old and new 
Breslau is ridiculous. Let 
Thomasfield Homes build 
it, as they have made 
millions off those subdivi-
sions.

Elmira is the center of 

Woolwich Township, and 
the roads and sidewalks 
are a disaster. Arthur 
Street is like driving in a 
Third World country.

There is apparently 
a plan to revitalize the 
downtown core – I’ve seen 
the pictures. Not happen-
ing without a bypass. 
Councillors, give your 
heads a shake and put our 
monies where they need to 
be spent.

K.C. Kinat
ELMIRA

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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BusinessBusiness Some 16,000 faculty at Ontario's 24 public 
colleges say they will go on strike at 12:01 
a.m. on Friday if the College Employer Coun-
cil (CEC) does not agree to voluntary binding 
interest arbitration, says the union repre-
senting faculty members, OPSEU. 

The trend in housing starts was 251,579 
units in February, down from 253,864 units 
in January, according to Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation (CMHC). Total 
urban starts increased by 10% to 222,563 
units in February. Multi-unit urban starts 
increased by 13% to 161,912 units, while 
single-detached urban starts increased by 
2% to 60,651 units.

Colleges face strike Housing starts fluctuate

Farm safety always 
grabs headlines at 

harvest. Safety advocates 
worry farmers are open 
to injuries when they’re 
working late into the night 
to harvest their crops, 
especially if bad weather 
is in the extended forecast 
and a crop must come off. 

However, gearing up 
for planting season can 
be similarly trying on 
farmers. 

Harvest suffers if plant-
ing is too late. A critical 
window exists for plant-
ing, which determines if 
plants will grow to reach 
their greatest potential. 

Taking advantage 
of that window and all 

it represents, such as 
anticipated precipitation, 
temperatures and frost-
free days, is vital for a 
good crop.

Research, intuition 
and common sense drive 
planting time decisions. 
Of course, despite great 
plans, nature is still unpre-
dictable. And lately, even 
when farmers use all the 
tools available for making 
planting decisions, 
inconsistencies created by 
climate change can throw 
them yet another curve. 

This year, pressure 
will rise appreciably. 
The Russia-Ukraine war 
is on everyone’s minds, 
including those who grow 

crops. In farmers’ case, 
they could be backfilling 
the inevitable void that 
will result from planting 
that does not take place in 
Ukraine, or from harvests 
that are held back by 
Russia and maybe other 
countries concerned 
about their domestic food 
supply.

And if one of the reasons 
you farm is to keep people 
fed, added pressure 
could mount to have a 
successful crop, one that is 
sustainable and profitable. 

Yes, people need to eat. 
But farmers need to make 
money. And with farmers’ 
input costs at astronomi-
cal levels, crop prices will 
have to follow suit.  

Increased pressure and 
stress among producers 
have been identified by 
researchers. And with this 
being Canadian Agricul-
tural Safety Week, the 
toll being taken by new 
stresses has been recog-
nized at high levels.

Marie-Claude Bibeau, 
federal minister of agri-
culture and agri-food, says 
Canadian Agricultural 
Safety Week gives us a 
chance to remember how 
important farm safety is to 

Farm safety measures vital as spring planting approaches
the health and well-being 
of agricultural producers 
in Canada. 

It invites us to take the 
time to assess the poten-
tial dangers on farms, 
without forgetting the 
risks to mental health, too, 
she says.

“Farms are not only 
places of work, but also 
homes and even play-
grounds for children,” she 
says. “While new tech-
nologies and advanced 
equipment make farms 
more productive, they 
can bring new risks. An 
injury sustained on the 
farm can be devastating 
– both emotionally and 
economically – to produc-

ers and their families. The 
dangers are physical as 
well as mental: work and 
hours can be exhaust-
ing, and sometimes very 
stressful.”

Bibeau says most inju-
ries are predictable and 
preventable if producers, 
farm managers and farm 
workers know what to look 
out for and how to avoid 
on-farm hazards. 

But, she adds, “it’s 
human nature to forget 
about your well-being 
and safety when you feel 
overwhelmed.”

And an overwhelm-
ing planting season is 
certainly in the cards this 
year.

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THE PANDEMIC HAS 
PUT IN the spotlight 
what’s usually a little-re-
garded facet of buildings, 
particularly schools and 
medical facilities: the 
heating, ventilation and 
air conditioning systems.

Improvements to HVAC 
equipments were up 
some 25 per cent in 2021, 
reports the Mechanical 
Contractors Association of 
Ontario.

That increase was 
reflected in this area as 
institutions focused on air 
quality due to concerns 
about the COVID-19 virus.

“We’re all living through 
this pandemic and it has 
brought heating, venti-
lation and air condition-
ing into the forefront of 
everybody’s mind. Air 
quality is a top priority 
for a lot of businesses and 
institutions – pretty much 
anybody that’s a building 
owner for the most part in 
the area,” said said Mike 
Gifford vice-president of 
business development at 
Dean-Lane Contractors. 
Dean Lane is a board 
member of the Mechanical 
Contractors Association of 
Kitchener-Waterloo.

“So with everything 
that’s been going on, it’s 
been highlighted that 
basically everybody wants 
to upgrade and try to 
provide the best air quality 

to their employees or to 
the students.…With the 
pandemic happening, 
it’s definitely pushed it 
forward…instead of gradu-
ally replacing equipment.”

Better ventilation 
became a key part of deal-
ing with the pandemic, 
says Stephanie DeWitte-
Orr, a virologist at Wilfrid 
Laurier University.

“Over time, the differ-
ent variants have become 
more transmissible so 
they’re more easily able 
to infect and one of the 
reasons they can do that 
is because they can stay 
suspended in the air 
longer than we thought. 
So for Omicron, being six 
feet apart inside might 
not be sufficient to stop 
transmission anymore,” 
DeWitte-Orr said.

One big customer for 
HVAC systems has been 
the Waterloo Region 
District School Board, 
which in the current 
school year is spending a 
total of $25.8 million on 59 
projects across 41 schools.

“Between last year and 
the work planned this year 
and all of the other work, 
we’ve definitely had a 
focus on ventilation over 
the last couple years,” 
said John Veit, facilities 
controller for the board. 

Among the steps that 
the school board has taken 
were upgrading equip-
ment to handle two Merv 
13 filters, turning on the 

Pandemic highlights push for air-quality improvements

Mike Gifford of Dean-Lane Contractors says the 
Mechanical Contractors Association of K-W con-
tinues to see an uptick in HVAC work. Submitted

HVAC systems have been drawing plenty of attention, with spike in work likely to continue for a while yet
imagine – the electric-
ity to run the units and 
[the filters] need to be 
changed, and they’re not 
inexpensive either. So the 
operating costs on these 
units do add up. If you 
don’t need to be running 
them, then it’s not neces-
sarily responsible to run 
them for the sake of doing 
it when those spaces are 
well served with mechani-
cal ventilation being opti-
mized and Merv 13 filters,” 
he said.

The HEPA filters are 
also being added in areas 
that do not have Merv 13 
such as portable class-
rooms.

Veit said the school 
division is next looking to 
increase energy efficiency 
in their HVAC systems and 
replacing infrastructure. 

Gifford said he does not 
see the uptick of HVAC 
installations slowing down 
anytime soon, as demand 
remains strong.

“I honestly do not see 
this changing. I think it’s 
going to be going forward 
like this and it will be like 
this for a long time. Things 
don’t usually happen until 
something along these 
lines happens and every-
body starts looking at it 
differently. Like ‘oh, now 
we have a pandemic or we 
got to change things.’ but I 
will say that I do not see it 
slowing down. I think it’s 
going to be like this for a 
while,” Gifford said. 

systems two hours before 
occupancy and upgrading 
building windows.

“I think it would defi-
nitely have given both staff 
and students and parents a 
peace of mind that school 
boards are doing as much 
as they can to ensure that 
the air quality is as high as 
we could,” he said. 

WRDSB also received 
just over a thousand HEPA 
(high efficiency partic-
ulate air) filters, which 
DeWitte-Orr explained is 
the best option for venti-
lation.

“A key thing is that the 
ventilation has to have 

a filter so that when you 
have air exchanges in a 
room, it goes through the 
filter. The filter will filter 
out the virus – increased 
filtration will increase 
the chances of getting the 
virus out of the air so it’s 
not available for infec-
tion,” she said.

“A HEPA filter has pores 
that are small enough 
that will catch the virus 
because viruses are so 
small. A lot of normal 
furnace filters wouldn’t 
necessarily catch them 
there.”

While some parents 
expressed concerns that 

not every classroom has 
a HEPA filter, that is not 
a feasible option, Veit 
explained. 

“[We] focused on install-
ing those in areas where 
there was no mechanical 
ventilation and then areas 
that they saw as more 
perhaps high risk where 
the younger students 
are, for instance full-day 
kindergarten classrooms 
where they may have 
challenges following the 
protocols and keeping 
their masks on and things 
like that,” he said.

“It is expensive to run 
these units, as you can 
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$59999 $39999

COME SEE US IN ELMIRA OR FERGUS TO CHECK OUT THESE GREAT DEALS ... and much m�e!

$44999

HP X360 1030 G2 
TOUCH SCREEN

i7-7600U 2.8ghz, 
8gb DDR4 Ram, 

256gb SSD, 13.3” FLIP 
TOUCH Screen

Windows 10 OS

DESKTOPS LAPTOPS  IPADSMACBOOKS

March

$17999

AMD A4-9120C APU 
 4GB x 32GB   

11.6” LCD  

HP CHROMEBOOK G8

AMD A4-9120C APU 

Dell E7450 
Intel i5 5300u 2.3ghz,

8GB DDR3 Ram,
256 GB SSD HD 14”

1920x1080 screen, 
Windows OS

$32999

LENOVO T570!
Intel i7 6700u 

2.6GHZ, 8GB Ram,
256GB SSD, 

15.6” Screen,
GEForce 940MX 

Video Card,
Windows 10 OS

$69999

Apple 
MacBooks 

Starting at

SAVE 
$120!

iPad 6
32 GB

Regular$29999$29999

BLOWOUT!

MacBooks 

15.6”
SCREEN!

256gb SSD, 13.3” FLIP 

Intel i5 5300u 2.3ghz,

256 GB SSD HD 14”256gb SSD, 13.3” FLIP 

WOW!

36 Oriole Pkwy E.
519-669-5551

920 St. David St. N.,
519-787-0006

NOW 
OPEN

6681 Reidwoods Dr.
Elmira, ON
519-669-3503

Open Tues to Sat, 9 AM - 5 PM

CHEMICAL FREE,  HORMONE FREE

6681 Reidwoods Dr.
Elmira, ON
519-669-3503

Open Tues to Sat, 9 AM - 5 PM

CHEMICAL FREE,  HORMONE FREE
ORGANIC WHOLE MILK

IF YOU WANT YOUR MILK PRODUCED 
NATURALLY THIS MILK IS FOR YOU!

COME SEE US AT THE FARM!

Stay Safe Lead the Way!

We are greatly troubled by the 
terrible events happening in 

Ukraine. Our hearts go out to 
everyone impacted.

If you or someone you know are experiencing an emotional crisis, 
please reach out for immediate support at 1.844.437.3247

HERE
��
SEVEN

Follow on Twitter @WWOlderAdults

519.664.1900         1.855.664.1900
COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS

For access to information services and support contact

Our communities have connections to both Ukraine and Russia, whether you 
have relatives, ancestry or are a recent immigrant. Older adults have lived 
through wars and past traumas, which may impact your individual responses 
when witnessing the current destruction in Ukraine. During a crisis like this it is 
normal to feel anxious some of the time. Know that you are not alone, if these 
feelings are becoming overwhelming, please reach out for support. 

UKRAINE
IN OUR

We are greatly troubled by the We are greatly troubled by the 
terrible events happening in terrible events happening in 

Ukraine. Our hearts go out to Our hearts go out to 

IN OURIN OUR
Hearts

• Turn off the news when 
you need a break.

• Call a friend, family 
member or connect with 
your faith community.

• If you would like to 
donate, check that the 
organization is legitimate 
and be cautious of 
door-to-door and 
telephone scams.

• Canadians wishing to 
make a donation to the 
Ukraine Humanitarian 
Crisis Appeal can do so 
online at www.redcross.ca 
or by calling 
1-800-418-1111

• Look for helpers, and 
notice that where there 
is darkness there is 
also light.

• Reach out to your 
family doctor and 
primary care team 
for support.

• If you or someone you 
know is experiencing 
an emotional crisis and 
in need of immediate 
support, please call 
HERE 24/7 at 
1-800-437-3247.

LOVE Not Hate

WOOLWICH WILDCATS 
 ■ Atom U11A

Mar/11/2022 vs 
Flamborough Sabres
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Liam Weiss, Kolton 
Brubacher, Parker Allen
ASSISTS: Landon Frey, Isla 
McCoubrey (2), Kolton 
Brubacher
Shutouts: Sam Elson
 ■ Atom U11A

Mar/11/2022 vs Halton Hills
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Blake Heckendorn, 
Isla McCoubrey
ASSISTS: Kolton Brubacher
Atom U11A
Mar/12/2022 vs Orangeville 
Flyers
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Bentley Wideman, 
Tristan Snelling, Isla 
McCoubrey, Landon Frey
ASSISTS: Bentley Wideman, 
Parker Allen, Liam Weiss

 ↆ M I N O R  S P O R T S  S C O R E B O A R D

 The Woolwich U11A team has been undefeated this season, most recently winning the March to the Hills AA tournament last week-
end. They are looking forward to a big run at the OMHA championships in the next few weeks. Back row: Blake Heckendorn, Kolton 
Brubacher, Landon Frey, Lukas Rintoul, Bentley Wideman, Liam Weiss. Middle row: Tristan Snelling, Isla McCoubrey, Jackson Vogel, 
Lukas Storer, Owen Misener, Emmett Ball. Front row: Sam Elson, Maxwell Rintoul. Coaches: Dave Weiss, Mark Rintoul, Lee Snelling, 
Mike Heckendorn, Pat McCoubrey. Submitted

Shutouts: Maxwell Rintoul
 ■ Atom U11A

Mar/12/2022 vs West Island 
Royals (Montreal)
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Blake Heckendorn, 
Lukas Storer, Isla 
McCoubrey (2), Kolton 
Brubacher, Tristan Snelling
ASSISTS: Owen Misener, 
Liam Weiss, Emmett Ball, 
Jackson Vogel, Blake 
Heckendorn, Parker Allen, 
Lukas Storer
 ■ Atom U11A

Mar/13/2022 vs Milton 
Winterhawks
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Owen Misener, 
Lukas Rintoul, Blake 
Heckendorn (2), Liam Weiss
ASSISTS: Isla McCoubrey 
(2), Emmett Ball, Kolton 
Brubacher, Landon Frey, 
Blake Heckendorn, Liam 
Weiss

 ■ Atom U11A
Mar/13/2022 vs Halton Hills
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Lukas Rintoul, 
Tristan Snelling, Isla 
McCoubrey, Liam Weiss
ASSISTS: Lukas Storer, 
Owen Misener, Landon Frey
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Mar/10/2022 vs Centre 
Wellington Fusion
HOME: 8 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Patrick Goetz, 
Boston Esbaugh, Thomas 

McCarthy(2), Zach 
Wiseman, Josh Wraight, 
Jordan Martin, Zach Carter
ASSISTS: Levi Adams, 
Boston Esbaugh, Josh 
Wraight(2), Drew 
Snyder(2), Jordan Martin, 
Patrick Goetz
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Mar/10/2022 vs Centre 
Wellington Fusion
HOME: 8 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Oliver Horn, 
Boston Esbaugh, Thomas 

McCarthy, Zach Wiseman, 
Patrick Goetz, Josh 
Wraight, Jordan Martin, 
Zach Carter
ASSISTS: Levi Adams, 
Boston Esbaugh, Josh 
Wraight(2), Drew 
Snyder(2), Thomas 
McCarthy, Jordan Martin, 
Oliver Horn
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Mar/10/2022 vs Guelph 
Gryphons
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Colton Brito (2), 
Mason Gear, Jaxon McGuire
ASSISTS: Colton Sinclair, 
Cameron Fisher, William 
Krubally
Woolwich Wild 
Atom LL #1
Mar/12/2022 vs Kitchener 
Lady Rangers White
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Grace Jones
ASSISTS: Callie Wagner, Isla 
Dunn
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

ArtsArts The VOC Silent Film Harmonic returns to 
performing Mar. 31 at the Registry Theatre 
in Kitchener for VOC Plays the Movies. The 
musicians will accompany the centennial 
anniversary screening of Nosferatu, the 
original vampire movie released in 1922.
www.registrytheare.com

Canadian Celtic rockers the Mudmen, 
know for the likes of ‘5 O’Clock,’ ‘Saturday’ 
and ‘Drink and Fight,’ mark St. Patrick’s 
Day with a show at Maxwell’s Music 
House in Waterloo. It’s a start of a string 
of gigs for the band as restrictions ease 
and musicians can get back to touring. 
Doors open at 7:30 for the tonight’s show.
www.maxwellswaterloo.com

Accompanying Nosferatu The sound of Irish

/MTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHSFOR $9.95

RENT SOFT WATER

CULLIGAN.COM
519-744-2248 | 427 GAGE AVE. KITCHENER

INFO@CULLIGANWATER.CA

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

TO LAUNCH THEIR 
GRAND OPENING April 1, 
the Three Sisters Cultural 
Centre in St. Jacobs will be 
hosting an exhibit called 
‘Moving Forward: from 
behind the mask.’ 

Marking the end of two 
years since the start of the 
pandemic, the exhibit will 
feature the Community 
Quilt. Curated by Brenda 
Reid, it showcases the 
product that saw people 
in the area submit a quilt 
block the size of a face 
mask to reflect on the 
biggest changes to their 
lives due to the COVID-19 
crisis. 

“The community loved 
this quilt project that could 
really bring us together 
and make a big piece, a 
remembrance piece as 
well,” noted Reid. 

She recently gradu-
ated from the University 
of Waterloo School of 
Architecture and is now 
an emerging artist out of 
Kitchener. The idea for the 
quilt was based on a thesis 
for a university project; 
she enjoyed creating it so 
much she kept at it past 
the due date. 

The idea was launched 
in October 2020, asking 
residents what has 
changed the most in their 
life since March 2020 
when the first lockdown 
in Ontario started. They 
collected entries from 
residents until April of last 
year.

“It’s really interesting 

because it documents a 
really specific time in the 
pandemic. It was the first 
winter and things were 
still kind of very unclear as 
to how everything works. I 
think in some ways it was 
a harsher time, because 
it was the first for every-
thing,” she explained. 

“The quilt was made 
between October 2020 
and April 2021, and 
it’s already part of the 
pandemic that my brain 
has tried to forget. So 
when I look at the blocks 
and I look at different 
things, they’re picking up 
on really specific things 
that were happening – one 
has mentioned the yeast 

Our pandemic experience encapsulated in a quilt

Brenda Reid curates the Community Quilt exhibit that opens Apr. 1 in St. Jacobs. Justine Fraser

A new exhibit showcases what life was like in the early goings of the COVD-19 crises, helping to cap the end of a long two years

shortage where everyone 
was making sourdough; 
there’s the toilet paper 
shortages; the first Christ-
mas holidays on Zoom, 
things like that. It’s already 
so interesting to look back 
and also see like what’s 
changed and what’s not 
changed,” said Reid.

The community quilt is 
made up of 569 pieces, all 
sent to Reid from around 
the region. The project was 
sponsored by the Region 
of Waterloo Arts Fund and 
Love My Hood. 

“When the pieces 
came together for us as a 
community to reflect and 
realize that everybody 
truly does have a different 

experience and we could 
sort of use it as a way of 
making empathetic space. 
So you can really see how 
everybody was being 
affected differently. Some 
of the really hard ones 
are the ones that are in 
remembrance of a loved 
one who died from COVID. 
We had a few come from 
the women’s prison in 
Kitchener and those ones 
really like touched me 
deeply.”

Wanting to represent the 
diversity from one house 
to another, the experiences 
of the pandemic from one 
person to another, Reid 
opted to lay the blocks out 
in no particular pattern or 

theme.
After travelling to a 

few galleries around the 
region, the community 
quilt will be on display 
as part of Three Sisters 
Cultural Centre’s grand 
opening from April 1 to 10. 

“This exhibition is in 
celebration, or I guess in 
commemoration maybe of 
the two-year anniversary 
of the beginning of the 
pandemic. So Jax [Rula]
and I sort of met through 
Instagram and decided 
this would be a really 
cool thing to go with their 
new cultural community 
center opening around 
that time.”

Moving Forward was 

sponsored by Woolwich 
Township, the Waterloo 
Region Arts Fund and the 
City of Waterloo, making 
the exhibit free for every-
one.

“If the village is open for 
retail hours, come in, walk 
through the exhibit, see 
the quilt, see all the art and 
see our centre. On [April 
9] we’ll have an award 
ceremony so you can come 
in and see the event space 
being used the way we’d 
like it to be used and can 
participate in an art show 
and sale,” said Jax Rula, 
artistic director of Three 
Sisters Cultural Centre.

The grand opening 
exhibit will host a variety 
of workshops, an inter-
active drumming circle 
and a juried art show and 
sale, as well as featuring 
the community quilt for 
people to enjoy as they 
look back on the last two 
years. 

“The community quilts 
will be joined with a juried 
art show where the artists 
were asked the question, 
‘how are we going to 
move forward from this?’ 
There’ll be that plus there 
will be workshops:  fibre 
arts workshops, art ther-
apy workshop, a water-
color workshop, felting 
workshops that will take 
place in the centre during 
that time. The whole 
exhibit will be not only us 
coming out into the world 
because we built the centre 
during the pandemic 
essentially, but asking the 
question, ‘how do we move 
forward from this?’” 
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated general laborer. 
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general 
clean up. Early morning starts.

Competitive wage.

Lorentz Farms Ltd.
Mill operators and night shift loader 

tractor driver/general labourer needed.
 

Some equipment operation required.  
Call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

SEASONAL
HELP WANTED

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

We are currently hiring for the position of 
Skid Steer Operator. Applicants must be 

experienced equipment operators with 
shipping and receiving experience preferred.

Apply with resume to
info@willowbraepallets.com

or call 519-664-3688 
for additional information.

Skid Steer Operator                                                          

Help Wanted Apply in person or email Resume to  
info@stemmlermeats.ca

Looking for friendly, dependable, hardworking 
applicant for a Part-time or Fulltime Retail 

Meat Cutter Position. Daytime Hours. 
Experience required. 

RETAIL BUTCHER

Help Wanted

Is hiring for an 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

Please visit: 

www.wellesley.ca 
for detailed job description requirements

Requirements
• Valid AZ License
• Clean Driver Abstracts
• Currently able to cross the US Border
• A desire to grow and develop within 

a positive team culture
We provide a safe and 

reputable work environment with a 
competitive wage package.

Please contact 
recruiting@grandridge.ca

JOIN OUR 
GROWING TEAM AS A 

US CROSS BORDER 
OWNER OPERATOR 

OR COMPANY DRIVER

39 Arthur St N Elmira, ON

Help Wanted

We are looking for the following 
qualifications in our candidate:

• Grade 12 Diploma or Equivalent
• Must have bookkeeping experience
• Intermediate to advanced knowledge in MS Office 

(Word, Excel, Power Point) is an asset
• Must have working knowledge of QuickBooks/Sage 

50/Simply Accounting
• Must speak English & have strong communication skills 

both written and verbal
• Self-motivated, thrives in small team environment & can 

work cooperatively with others

Call 226.660.0102 for more information, or send resume to 
info@businessassist.ca, website www.businessassist.ca

Bookkeeper, Full-time

Help Wanted

Full time permanent 
positions available

at our apple processing plant in Elmira.

Line Workers
Forklift Operators 

Shift premium & benefi ts

Please send resume to:
hr@martinsapples.com 

If you are looking for a dynamic part time 
job in the St. Clements area, consider 

assisting the Linwood Vet team!

PART-TIME CLINIC AND 
WAREHOUSE ASSISTANT

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
40 Arthur Street South, Elmira | 519.669.8225

 HELP WANTED
Part time position available. 

Drop o� resume at Kitchen Kuttings store
40 Arthur St. S. Elmira ON. Ask for Elmeda
Or email at eweber@kitchenkuttings.com

Help Wanted

For Sale
ONE LARGE SENIORS 
2 BEDROOM APART-
ment in excellent 
condition. Located at 
the Duke Centre. Please 
call 519-669-3835, 
leave a message.

SPRING SALE AT HILL-
CREST HOME BAKING. 
March 15-26, 2022. 
519-669-1381. 10% 
off Fabrics, Table-
cloth, Quilt Batts, 
Hosiery, Story Books. 
Selected fabrics Half 
Price. Selected sweat-
ers $15.00. Check out 
the Bargain Table. Now 
carry "Happy Moms" 
Diapers.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Word ads 
and Auctions 
continue on 

page 17
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P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
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After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Monday, April 11, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.

Regarding
Offi cial Plan Amendment Application 2/2022 and

Zone Change Application 5/2022
39A Holdings Ltd. – 39 Arthur Street North, Elmira

Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offi ces 
will not be permitted. Below is information on how you can submit comments, view or 
participate in the meeting. You may also contact Development Services staff by sending 
an email to planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have any questions.
Take Notice that in accordance with the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended, the Township 
of Woolwich has received complete applications for a proposed Offi cial Plan Amendment and 
Zone Change for lands owned by 39A Holdings Ltd. and located at 39 Arthur Street North, 
Elmira, in the Township of Woolwich.  This notice summarizes the details of these applications 
and includes a location map. Please be advised that Notice of a Complete Application does 
not indicate whether the municipality is in support of, or in opposition to the proposal.  That 
determination will be made at a later date.
The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Sections 17 and 34 of the Planning 
Act, to consider the following Offi cial Plan Amendment and Zone Change applications.  No 
decisions will be made at this meeting; its purpose is to provide additional information to the 
public and agencies and to receive comments and information from them.

Property Description
The 4.7 ha property has frontage on Arthur Street North 
and High Street and is adjacent to the Kissing Bridge Trail 
to the north and the Canagagigue Creek to the south (see 
Map 1).  Approximately 1.6 ha of the property along Arthur 
Street North is designated Industrial Area in the Township’s 
Offi cial Plan and is zoned General Industrial – Dry (M-1 
(F)) with fl oodplain regulations and Site Specifi c zoning 
(Section 26.1.156). The site specifi c zoning permits the 
dismantling, storage, and salvage of motor vehicles. This 
portion of the property is developed with an industrial 
building and gravel parking area for the storage of trucks 
and trailers associated with a transportation operation.  
The balance of the lands are designated Open Space Area in the Township’s Offi cial Plan and 
are zoned Open Space (O-1). This portion of the property is a naturalized area.

Applications for Offi cial Plan and Zoning Amendment
GSP Group on behalf of the property owners, 39A Holdings Ltd., are proposing to amend the 
Township’s Offi cial Plan and Zoning By-law to facilitate the expansion of the existing gravel 
parking lot to the east to permit additional storage and parking of transport trucks and trailers.
To facilitate this proposal the following amendments are being requested:

Offi cial Plan Amendment
An Offi cial Plan amendment to redesignate an approximately 1.95 ha portion of the property 
from Open Space to Industrial.

Zoning Amendment
A Zoning amendment to rezone portions of the Site as follows:

• to align the site-specifi c General Industrial – Dry (M-1) zone with the current developed area;
• to expand the site specifi c General Industrial – Dry (M-1) zone to the east of the property; and
• to align the Open Space (O-1) zone with the delineated natural features and / or buffers 

established by the Environmental Impact Study.

APPEAL RIGHTS
TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the 
decision of the Council of the Township of Woolwich to the Ontario Land Tribunal but the 
person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written 
submissions to the Township of Woolwich before the by-law is passed or the proposed Offi cial 
Plan Amendment is adopted the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision.
AND TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body does not make oral submissions at the 

public meeting or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich before the by-law is 
passed or the proposed Offi cial Plan Amendment is adopted, the person or public body may 
not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal unless, 
in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the Public 
Meeting as follows:
View the Public Meeting / Council meeting livestream on the Woolwich Township Youtube 
channel at the following link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ ;
Participate in the Public Meeting by registering with Council/Committee Facilitator on or 
before 1:00 pm on Tuesday April 5, 2022.
To register please:

• visit www.woolwich.ca/delegations for more information on speaking before Council and 
to register through the online delegation request form; or

• email asmyth@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6004.
When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email and the application 
number you would like to comment on. Once you are registered staff will forward information 
on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call number).
If you are concerned that you do not have access to phone or internet or are otherwise concerned 
about the reliability of your signal, please ensure that you submit written comments.  Written 
comments do not negate your opportunity to also speak at the Public Meeting but do ensure your 
voice is heard should your electronic connection to the meeting not work.
If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen 
and have the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the Council/
Committee Facilitator. You will not be required to speak if you do not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we know 
which application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time to 
comment if you wish to do so.  As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of security that 
is necessary to prevent meeting disruptions.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS AND REQUESTING NOTIFICATION
You can express your concerns/ comments about the proposed changes in writing to the 
Township of Woolwich. Any comments received on or before Thursday March 31, 2022 
(Note that this date is before the public meeting) will be included in a report prepared by 
Development Services and presented at the Public Meeting.  Any comments received after the 
Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a decision on the applications, will be considered.
The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the 
authority of the Planning Act and may form part of the public record which may be released to 
the public. This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record 
that is available to the general public at the Committee of the Whole and Council meetings.  
Please note that while the Committee of the Whole and Council may redact some personal 
information such as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise 
be made public in their entirety. Questions about this collection should be directed to the 
Records and Freedom of Information Offi cer at 519-669-1647 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005.
Should you wish to be notifi ed of future meetings and reports regarding the Zone Change 
application please:

• submit a written request, noting that you wish to be kept informed, to the Township 
of Woolwich, Development Services, 24 Church Street West, Box 158, Elmira, Ontario 
N3B 2Z6, or

• email your request noting that you wish to be kept informed to planning@woolwich.ca 
If Council approves the change, a notice will be mailed to you explaining the By-law and 
Offi cial Plan Amendment.

MORE INFORMATION
Additional information related to these applications can be viewed or obtained as follows:
View / Print the information from the Township webpage at www.woolwich.ca - Select Ongoing 
Planning Items on the home page / select the Zoning and / or Offi cial Plan Amendments 
folder, select 39A Holdings Ltd, 39 Arthur Street North, Elmira folder to view the information.
Schedule an appointment to view the documents at the Township Administration building 
located at 24 Church Street West, Elmira weekdays between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm. To 
schedule an appointment please call 519-669-6040 or email planning@woolwich.ca
Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 17th day of March 2022.
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Water Remote Reading Program
The Township of Woolwich is continuing the retrofi tting work on existing water meters to a 
new Smart Radio. This new Smart Radio will enable the Township to remotely read water 
meters which will eliminate the need to physically attend the property of water customers. 
This program will only affect properties in Woolwich who are being supplied water from 
the Township. The installation work has been contracted to KTI Limited. Over the next few 
months KTI will continue to work in Elmira. For more information on the program visit, 
woolwich.ca/en/living-here/Water-and-Sewer.

COVID-19 Woolwich Township Update
Township Offi ce
With staff working a mix of in offi ce and from home, it is recommended that you use our 
services offered online or phone to book an appointment before visiting the offi ce to ensure 
we are available to assist you.  
The following services can be accessed through our website:

• Tax & Water Bills can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/taxes
• Building Permits can be applied for and paid online: www.woolwich.ca/buildingpermits
• Parking Tickets can now be paid online: www.woolwich.ca/parkingtickets
• Report Issues or Service Requests (By-law Enforcement, Potholes, Signs, Streetlights, 

Trees, Winter Maintenance, etc..) online: www.woolwich.ca/reportit
For current information on facilities and services, please visit www.woolwich.ca or 
call 519-669-1647. For health information, call the Region of Waterloo Public Health 
519-575-4400.

Public Health Information
All our vaccination clinics are open for appointments!  To book an appointment or fi nd a 
walk-in location, visit: regionofwaterloo.ca/GetVaccinated

Mental Health supports
If you are struggling or need support, you have access to local, professional mental health 
supports through the Woolwich Counselling Centre by calling 519-669-8651 or visiting 
www.woolwichcounselling.org.
You can also reach out to the Waterloo Region 24/7 Crisis line at 1-866-644-0326.
We are here for you.

Recreation Programs and Facilities
As of March 1st, the Province of Ontario took additional steps to ease public health 
measures. This includes the lifting capacity limits, proof of vaccination and active pre-
screening in all indoor recreation facilities. 
Please note that mandatory masking remains in place as regulated by the Province 
of Ontario.

Local Business Resources
The Township’s Economic Development and Tourism department is focusing on business 
economic recovery. 

Notice of Public Meeting
Township of Woolwich

Technical Advisory Group (TAG) Meeting
Thursday, March 24, 2022
6:30 p.m. Public Meeting

Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offi ces 
will not be permitted. Below is information on how you can participate in the meeting. 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view the meeting by
REGISTERING with the Support Specialist on or before 12 noon on Tuesday, March 22nd. 
To register please email lschaefer@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-1647, ext. 6112.  Once 
you are registered the Support Specialist will forward information on how to connect to the 
Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or toll-free conference call number). 

• Effective March 21, masking requirements will be removed in most settings. The 
remainder of settings will see lifted masking requirements as of April 27. 

• Order FREE masks for your business: 
     https://forms.woolwich.ca/Small-Business-PPE-Mask-Request; 
• To learn more about the department’s Tourism Recovery Strategy, please email or call 

the contact information below.
• For mental health support, contact Woolwich Counselling Centre at 519-669-8651 or 

email at info@woolwichcounselling.org.
For more information about government programs and other business supports call 
519-669-6020 or email: EconomicDevelopment@woolwich.ca

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

KITCHENER- OVERSIZED END 
UNIT TOWNHOME!!!! Perfect for 
the first-time buyer, this 3 
bedroom, 2 bathroom home is 
located in a great neighborhood 
and close to all amenities. Newly 
and professionally painted 
throughout with updates in the 
kitchen and bathroom and an 
unfinished basement awaiting 
your personal style. Enjoy the 
open main-floor living space 
with a walkout to the patio and 
fenced-in, private yard with 
mature trees. The parking spot is 
conveniently located very close 
to the front door. Don’t have a 
vehicle? No worries! Within 
walking distance to many 
amenities including shopping, 
the community centre, parks, 
and schools as well as a medical 
clinic. This condo offers a central 
green space with a playground 
and because it’s an end unit you 
have your very own gardens to 
adore. With nothing left to do 
but move in, you won’t want to 
miss out on this gem!

HEIDELBERG -  Custom-built, executive home situated on a large 90ft x 150ft lot! Located in the 
quaint Village of Heidelberg, only 10 minutes to KW, this immaculate home is 2640 sq. ft. 
Stepping into the front door, you will be greeted by the eye-catching foyer featuring vaulted 
ceilings and a grand staircase. Enjoy the formal living room, separate dining room, plus a dinette 
open to the custom kitchen with a huge island. The family room feels spacious and airy and has a 
cozy gas fireplace and a built-in speaker system making it the perfect space for a movie night 
with the family. The home office overlooks the front gardens with a nearby 2-piece bathroom and 
a convenient laundry room by the garage entrance. On the upper level, you will find 4 good-sized 
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. The master bedroom retreat offers a walk-in closet & a spa-like 
5-piece bathroom for you to relax & unwind. The basement is fully finished with an open 
rec-room featuring a wet bar and stone gas fireplace, a newer bathroom with in-floor heating, 
plus a bonus room currently used as a gym. BBQs with friends this summer??? Enjoy entertaining 
outside with a walk-out from your dinette area to the fully fenced yard and covered deck with a 
hot tub. So much room to run, play and just kick back! The interlock driveway can park 4 vehicles 
plus another 2 in the double car garage. With extra storage space in the outdoor 8ft x 14ft 
storage shed, you will have room to fit both cars in your garage in those cold winter months! 
Some other features include ample storage, R.O. water filter, water driven back up sump pump 
with alarm, shed roof -2020, new roof on pergola-2020, new spa pack & pump in hot tub-2020, 
new dishwasher, central air - 2020. This home has it all and is waiting for you!!!! Book your 
private viewing today.

$1,249,000$1,249,000

$475,000$475,000

open main-floor living space 
with a walkout to the patio and 
fenced-in, private yard with 
mature trees. The parking spot is 
conveniently located very close 
to the front door. Don’t have a to the front door. Don’t have a 
vehicle? No worries! Within 
walking distance to many 

open main-floor living space 
with a walkout to the patio and with a walkout to the patio and 
fenced-in, private yard with 
mature trees. The parking spot is 
conveniently located very close 
to the front door. Don’t have a SOLD

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

ELMIRA - COMING SOON
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FREE

Call for details:
519-503-2753

HOME
EVALUATION

Listings Needed!
Thinking of Selling?
Listings Needed!
Thinking of Selling?

ACCREDITED 
SENIORS AGENT

 ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

 Experience that Works 
www.steedandevans.ca

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

371 Arthur St. S. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126 |

your supplier of
feeds and pet food

The Next Elmira Clinic: 
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, March 25
1:00 - 7:30 pm 

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing.
Book online at blood.ca or 

by calling 1-888-2-DONATE            
               (1-888-236-6283)

7278 LINE 86, WALLENSTEIN, ON

Wallenstein General Store Inc.

UNIQUE ONE STOP SHOPPING

Groceries • Hardware • Giftware
Books • Drygoods • Postal Outlet

519-669-2231

ↆ E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

390 ARTHUR ST. S.,  519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  

• PROPANE CYLINDER
 EXCHANGE 

 

• TOUCH-FREE CAR WASH 

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

DATE: Sat. Mar. 26, @ 10:00 am
LOCATION: 5461, Hwy 86, 1km north of Guelph Auto Mall
PREVIEW:  Friday, Mar.25, 1-4 pm and sale day 9 am

FURNITURE & ANTIQUES: Old Spinning 
Wheel//Loom //Lots of Yarn& Quilts//Roll top Oak 
Desks//Old Trunks//An�que wicker Rockers//Railway 
Cart coffee table//Victorian Se�ee//Leather Couch & 
love seat//Oak dining tables& chairs//2-nice Corner 
curio cabinets//Bistro Set//Book case//Old Crocs// 
Maple Washstand//Lazy Boy//Variety of occasional 
tables & Chairs//KnicKnac pieces //Oak Bedroom 
Suite//Micro Waves//TVs//Sofas//Milk Cans//Pa�o 
set// Lots of collectables.
TOOLS & Misc.: Beaver Table Saw//quan�ty of 8” 
Turf Tires on wheel//New work Mates//Trouble 
Lites// Carpenter Aprons//Socket Sets//Levels//Step 
Ladders//Pliers//Socket Adapter Sets//Offset Boxed 
wrench sets//Tape measures//Punch sets//New 
6,000LB Tow Ropes//Quan�ty of New Hammers 
various sizes//Tool boxes//32 pc Master Cra� 
combina�on Wrench Set//85pc Master Cra� Socket 
set//13 & 25 pc Screw Driver sets//Variety of New HD 
Extension Cords//Koolatron Sco�y AC/DC Electronic 
Cooler/Warmer//Quartz Heaters//Sunbeam Heated 
throw blanket//New Pla�ne Vintage Turntable//New 
Kamaon HD Home Theatre System//New Hurricane 
Kerosine Lanterns.
*Note: This will be a full sale. Majority of tools items 
are s�ll in packages. Lots items NOT unpacked at �me 
of adver�sing.

Kurtz Auctions Inc.
LIVE ESTATE AUCTION SALE

Auctioneer: Kurtz Auctions Inc. 
519-836-0342

See www.kurtzauc�onsinc.ca and h�ps://www.facebook.com/
brian.kurtz.3950 for photos and update on new items. 
Terms: 10% buyer’s premium. Cash and/or Debit. Cheque with proper 
ID. Any announcements day of sale take precedence over ads. 
Auc�oneer, Auc�on company or proprietors not responsible for 
accidents, injury, damage or loss of property on sale day.

Auction

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

S H A M R O C K

Solutions for this week's puzzles.

 HARD

 EASY

Wanted
BUYING ALL POCKET 
OR WRIST WATCHES , 
working or not. Omega 
I.W.C. Bretling, Rolex, 
Tudor, Patek, Univer-
sal, Hamilton, Ball, 
Howard etc, espe-
cially interested in 
vintage, gold & silver 
jewellery all coins & 

Trades & 
Services

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or 
email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

Word ads and Auction 
continued from page 14

bank notes, all group 
of 7 paintings, scrap 
gold & sliver toys, 
military items. Call 
Terry @ 242-6900 or  
gallamore@golden.
net, fa ir  honest 
prices. Confidentiality 
assured. Have mask, 
will travel.
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with 
residual built in 

Serving KW and 
surrounding area

Thorncreek Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest 
Management 

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Gilles, Marjorie Rose 
July 28, 1932 – March 9, 2022

Marjorie was welcomed into the arms 
of her Saviour on Wednesday, March 
9, 2022 at Hospice Waterloo Region, 
in her 90th year. Beloved wife and 
soulmate of Henry for over 70 years. 
Dear mother of Derry Gilles, Donna 
and Bill Andrews. Dearly loved sister 
of Sally Jane Roberts and Jim Merkel. 
Cherished grandmother of Craig and 
Julie Frede, Ryan Frede and Jennifer 
Armstrong, Kyle and Candice Frede, 
Karlee and Adam Baglieri, Melanie 
Andrews and Garrett Ruesen. Proud 
great-grandmother of nine great-
grandchildren. Survived by brother-
in-law Roy and Marlene Gilles, many 
nieces and nephews. Predeceased by 
her parents Rose and Eric Merkel, 
brother Douglas Merkel, and great-
granddaughter Ava Baglieri. Marjorie 
was a faithful and devout member of 
St. James Lutheran Church, St. Jacobs. 
Her strong faith carried her through 
many health challenges. Thank you to 
the staff at Grand River Cancer Centre, 
and the kind and compassionate 
care team and volunteers at Hospice 
Waterloo Region. At Marjorie’s request, 
cremation has taken place. There 
will be no funeral home visitation. 
A memorial service for friends and 
family was held at 2 p.m. on Monday, 
March 14, 2022 at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., 
Elmira. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to Hospice Waterloo Region 
or St. James Lutheran Church, St. 
Jacobs would be appreciated and can 
be made through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Clements Martin

It is hard to believe that a year  
has passed since we lost you

If we could visit heaven even for a day
Maybe for a moment

The pain would go away
We’d put our arms around you 

And whisper words so true
That living life without you

Is the hardest thing to do
No morning dawns or evening falls

When we don’t think of you
We are thankful for the time  

we had with you 

Aug 2 1937 – March 20 2021

Love, Lillian, Rose, Rick, Theresa, Pete,  
Christina, Dave, Angela, Derek, Steve, Tracy, 

Julia, Greg, grandchildren and  
great-grandchildren. 

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

Weigel, J. David
Peacefully passed away on Friday, 
March 11, 2022 at Hospice Wellington, 
Guelph at the age of 80 years. Dear 
father of Tammy (Perry Dewbury), Tim 
(Christine), Terry (Jeff Schuck), and 
Mike. Grandpa of Channing (Parker) 
and Connor (Dylan); Kordic and Kolin; 
McKenna and Maier; Riley (Tara) and 
Hunter. Brother of Helen Brown and 
Norma (John Dunham). Dave was 
a firefighter, Deputy, then Chief for 
the Elmira Fire Department for 25 
years. He owned and operated Weigel 
Transport as well as Village Roadhouse, 
and served the community as past 
president and as a longtime member 
of the Lions Club Elmira. Predeceased 
by his parents Norman and Nellie 
(Lehman) Weigel, sister Mildred 
(Harold Parker), brother-in-law Jack 
Brown. Visitation will take place on 
Friday, March 18, 2022 from 1-4 and 
6-9 p.m. at Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A funeral will 
be held at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 
19, 2022 at St. James Lutheran Church, 
60 Arthur St. S., Elmira, followed by 
interment in St. James Lutheran 
Cemetery, Elmira. Masks are required 
at all events. Donations to Hospice 
Wellington would be appreciated by 
the family and may be made through 
the funeral home. A celebration of life 
will be held on Saturday, May 14, 2022 
from 1-4 p.m. at Lions Hall, 40 South 
St. W., Elmira. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Edenborough, Joan Ann  
(nee Donovan)

Peacefully passed away on Friday, 
March 11, 2022, at Hospice Waterloo 
Region at the age of 72 years, after 
a short struggle with breast cancer. 
Dear mother of Matthew, Joey and 
Karla Steffensen, and David. Nannie 
of Katie, Tessa, Mia and Noah. Sister 
of Jim and Beverly Bean, and Judith 
and Don Mitton. Companion of Pete 
Patterson and former spouse of Doug. 
Predeceased by her parents Jack 
Donovan and Marjorie Bury, and 
her brother Bill Bean. Joan grew up 
in the Westmount Neighbourhood 
in Waterloo. She made many close 
friends in these early years and kept 
strong bonds with some her entire 
life. As a young woman, she travelled 
extensively before starting a business 
with Doug and beginning to raise 
her family in Elmira. Joan had fond 
memories of her time living on Finch 
Place in Elmira, where she gained 
many close friends with all the young 
families living nearby.  She enjoyed 
watching her sons playing in the 
cul-de-sac, with the kids from the 
neighbourhood. Joan particularly 
enjoyed the years she and her family 
lived at the family ‘farm’ outside 
of West Montrose. Summer days 
swinging in the hammock with the 
family dog Buddy at her side, she kept 
a watchful eye as her sons repeatedly 
swung from the tree rope splashing 
into the pond. This was where Joan 
was happiest. She made her home 
open and welcoming to friends and 
family, working hard to create a place 
where everyone felt loved. She spent 
countless hours volunteering with 
the Woolwich Lions Club, where she 
enjoyed serving her community. Joan 
always enjoyed her time in Florida and 
spent winters south in her later years, 
enjoying the sun. She loved the beach, 
walking for hours and biking the trails 
in the mornings. Joan experienced 
the joy of spending time with her 
grandchildren and never missed an 
opportunity for a big hug and a kind 
word. She was happy, positive and had 
an infectious smile. Her strength and 
humility shone through in everything 
she did. We extend our thanks to the 
amazing staff at Hospice of Waterloo 
Region, for creating a loving and 
comfortable ‘home’ during Joan’s 
final days. Cremation has taken 
place. According to Joan’s wishes, 
she asked that everyone remembers 
her in their own way, and there will 
be no formal gathering. Donations to 
Hospice Waterloo Region or Grand 
River Hospital Foundation would 
be appreciated as expressions of 
sympathy. Arrangements entrusted to 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Weber, Abigail
Passed away at McMaster Children’s 
Hospital on Monday, March 14, 2022 in 
her 5th year. Beloved daughter of Jesse 
and Ellen (Wideman) Weber. Sister to 
Michael and Joshua. Granddaughter 
of Oscar and Lucinda Weber of RR 
1, St. Clements, and Nelson and 
Salome Wideman of Elmira. Great-
granddaughter of Lydia Weber and 
step great-granddaughter of Elvina 
Martin. Predeceased by paternal 
great-grandfather Edwin Weber and 
paternal great-grandparents Eli and 
Louisa Martin, and cousin Kevin 
Martin (2020). The family received 
relatives and friends at their home, 
2580 Kressler Road, St. Clements, on 
Tuesday, March 15, 2022 from 2-5 and 
6-8 p.m. and Wednesday, March 16, 
2022 from 1-5 p.m. A family service 
will be conducted at the home on 
Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 9 a.m. 
then to Conestoga Mennonite Meeting 
House for burial and further service. 
A special thank you to the Oncology 
Staff at McMaster Children’s Hospital 
for their care and compassion during 
Abigail’s illness. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

BOOKING FOR 2022

(ELMIRA)

 ↆLOCAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

Guerrero, Jo-Ann
Passed away peacefully at her home 
in Elmira, surrounded by family, on 
Sunday, December 12, 2021 at the 
age of 70 years. Beloved mother of 
Bill Guerrero and Diane Lachapelle 
of Ottawa, Maria-Elena Guerrero 
of Kitchener, Elizabeth Guerrero of 
Elmira, Christine Guerrero of Elmira, 
Angela Guerrero and Jeffrey Lewis 
of Atwood. Devoted Grandma of 
Everett Lewis. Will be missed by her 
younger siblings, Barbara Harnock, 
Frances and Dave Hatherton, 
James Becker and Linda Vanstone, 
Catherine Palach, Mary and Ron 
Donnelly. Will be remembered by 
Fulgencio Guerrero, many nieces, 
nephews and their families, and 
her wonderful friends. Predeceased 
by her parents William and Helen 
(Germann) Becker, and brother-in-
law Randal Palach. Jo-Ann worked as 
both an RN and in management for 
over 35 years at Parkwood Mennonite 
Home in Waterloo, and will be 
missed by the staff and residents. 
She had a passion for gardening, 
sewing, the outdoors and above 
all, being a Grandma. Jo-Ann’s 
generosity, kindness and humour 
will be missed by all who knew her. 
 The postponed memorial visitation 
will now be held from 2-5 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 26, 2022 at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. Masks are required. In 
lieu of flowers, donations to SickKids, 
Amnesty International, or Covenant 
House would be appreciated; or plant 
something beautiful in Jo-Ann’s 
memory. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

KEHL, ALICE LUELLA - Alice went to be 
with her Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
on Friday, March 11, 2022, at the age 
of 90.

Death Notices

Take the stress out of 
family meal planning.

newsmart.ca

This one year weekly planner will help you 
save money, waste less food and save time 
during the week so you can spend more time 
with those you love.

Take the stress out of 
family meal planning.

newsmart.ca

This one year weekly planner will help you 
save money, waste less food and save time 
during the week so you can spend more time 
with those you love.

Take the stress out of 
family meal planning.

newsmart.ca

This one year weekly planner will help you 
save money, waste less food and save time 
during the week so you can spend more time 
with those you love.

newsmart.canewsmart.ca

The store for newspaper readers.
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here The Waterloo Region Esports Commission 
(WREC) will hold the first Waterloo Region 
Esports Challenge Charity Tournament. 
Hosted virtually on Apr. 10, all proceeds from 
the event will support the City of Kitchener’s 
Every Kid Counts program, which provides 
support for children and youth with disabil-
ities to attend summer camps.

The federal minimum wage, applied to 
sectors regulated by Ottawa, will increase 
to $15.55 per hour as of Apr. 1. For those 
working in provinces or territories where the 
general minimum wage rate is higher, the 
higher rate will continue to apply.The wage 
is adjusted automatically on Apr. 1 of every 
year, based on the average annual increase 
of the Consumer Price Index (CPI).

Esports charity tourney Feds hike minimum wage

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My 
mother had a stroke six 
months ago. Her mobility 
has returned to near nor-
mal, but she still has some 
diffi  culty communicating. 
She can read and under-
stand others when they 
speak, but she often strug-
gles to fi nd the words she 
wants to say. While frus-
trated, she refuses to try 
speech therapy, saying it 
will not help. Could speech 
therapy help someone like 
my mother?

ANSWER: The effective-
ness of speech therapy for 

Speech therapy often can help those whose speech is affected by stroke

people who have commu-
nication difficulties after 
a stroke depends on many 
factors, including which 
area of the brain the stroke 
affected, the severity of 
the brain damage, the 
person's awareness of his 
or her difficulty, and the 
ability to learn and apply 
strategies. Generally, 
speech therapy can help 
those whose speech is 
affected by a stroke just as 

other types of rehabilita-
tion can help them if they 
have to relearn other skills 
lost due to a stroke.

Strokes can affect 
speech, which is the phys-
ical production of sounds, 
and language, which is the 
mental representation of 
words, their meanings and 
the rules for combining 
words. People who expe-
rience a stroke can have 
difficulty with speech, 
language or both.

Finding words is part 
of language. The medical 
term for language diffi-
culty due to a stroke is 

"aphasia." Aphasia can 
affect a person's ability to 
comprehend what they 
hear or read, find words, 
appropriately combine 
word forms, and form full 
sentences. Aphasia, which 
can be a significant barrier 
to clear communication, 
often leads to frustration.

Working with a 
speech-language pathol-
ogist can help. The goal 
of speech and language 
therapy for aphasia is to 
improve communication 
by restoring as much 
language as possible, 
teaching how to compen-

sate for lost language 
skills, and learning other 
methods of communicat-
ing.

Speech-language 
pathologists, who are 
sometimes called speech 
therapists, use various 
techniques to improve 
communication. After 
initial evaluation by a 
speech-language pathol-
ogist, rehabilitation can 
include working one on 
one with a speech-lan-
guage pathologist and 
participating in groups 
with others who have 
aphasia. The group 

setting can be particularly 
helpful because it offers 
a low-stress environment 
where people can practice 
communication skills, 
such as starting a conver-
sation, speaking in turn 
and clarifying misunder-
standings.

A speech-language 
pathologist also can direct 
your mother to resources 
she can use outside of 
speech-language therapy 
sessions, such as computer 
programs and mobile 
apps, that aid in relearn-
ing words and sounds. 

Justine Fraser
Observer Staff

SINCE 1996, THE 
WATERLOO WELLING-
TON Children’s Ground-
water Festival has been 
educating kids about 
where their drinking 
water comes from and the 
importance of keeping 
it safe for future genera-
tions. Having to go virtual 
again this year, the festival 
is hoping to reach more 
people around the country.

For the first time since 
it began, the festival has 
a new executive director, 
Beatriz Gomez. She brings 
a list of new ideas with 
her, spending more than 
20 years in the non-profit 
sector.

“A very important part 
of my whole career, in my 
life as a professional, has 
been to educate people 
about the importance 
of our resources, and in 
water especially. I’m from 
Mexico, where there is an 
actual water crisis in some 
parts of the country. Even 

though it’s not that obvi-
ous here in Canada, I want 
to make sure that people 
are aware of not only how 
important water is, but 
how important conserving 
water is,” said Gomez.  

“In most places in 
Canada, there’s water all 
around us. What I want 
to bring to the table is a 
idea that even though in 
this case groundwater is 
invisible, it is still a huge 
part and a huge compo-
nent of our lives. We need 
it. I just want to make sure 
that people understand 
the importance of ground-
water and that we can get 
the next generation to be 
advocates for our natu-
ral resources and waters 
specifically.”

The 2022 Children’s 
Groundwater Festival 
will run May 16-19, with 
children getting to experi-
ence a variety of activities 
created to help them better 
understand where their 
drinking water comes 
from. 

“I am excited for Beatriz → GROUNDWATER 23

Putting a spotlight on a fundamental resource
to help our dedicated 
volunteers to continue 
educating the next 
generation. Since 1996, 
the festival has continued 
to grow. For most of our 
25-plus years, we have 
welcomed thousands of 
students, parents and 
teachers in person to learn 
about water. With the 
challenges of COVID, the 
festival was cancelled in 
2020, however, came back 
strong last year to become 
a successful virtual expe-
rience with 6,700 partici-
pants,” said Pete Gray, the 
festival’s honorary chair, 
in a release.

Despite the lifting of 
pandemic restrictions, 
there wasn’t time to shift 
back to an in-person event, 
said Gomez, as it takes 
months of planning ahead 
of time to arrange all the 
speakers and educational 
activities. 

“Unfortunately, the 
decision had to be made 
a few months back. And 
because of the situation 

Kids attend a demonstration at a previous in-person Children’s Groundwater Festival.  Submitted

→ MAYO CLINIC 24

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

Good news!!!
 Spring is just around the corner! 

We highly encourage all our customers to start booking 
tire appointments in advance to avoid the rush. We want 
to make sure each one of you is our priority and provide 

the best service possible even in the busiest times!
Book the Appointment That Fits Your Schedule!

Waterloo Wellington Children’s Groundwater Festival has a new executive director who’s keen to educate kids about the resource
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ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

MONDAY MARCH 21
▢ Woolwich Gardeners March Speaker Nancy 
Lee-Colibaba "Getting Started in the Vegetable 
Garden." 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m. at St. James Lutheran 
Church (Wyatt Street entrance.) Open to the public. 
Free-will offering for non-members!

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23
▢ Senior's Community Dining at the Linwood 
Community Centre. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for lunch and fellowship. Cost: 
$12.00. Must pre-register by noon on March 18 by 
calling 519-664-1900. This event will adhere to the 
current provincial regulations that apply on the date 
of the event.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30
▢ Foot Care and Your Health. Feet are our body's 
foundation. Neglecting to care for your feet, or 
delaying seeking intervention, can lead to worsen-
ing symptoms and treatments that are more serious . 
Krista Steinmann, Chiropodist at Woolwich Commu-
nity Health Centre will focus on how to take care of 
your feet, how to give yourself a foot exam and how 
to access professional healthcare support. Join us 
at 6:30 p.m. virtually using Zoom. Email hradford@
wchc.on.ca for your Zoom invitation.

SATURDAY, APRIL 2
▢ Elmira Legion's Schnitzel dinner. Take out only 
from 5 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Menu:  Schnitzel, mashed 
potato, vegetable, salad, roll & dessert.  $15. per 
person.  Order in advance call Donna Vervoort 
519-669-5894

THURSDAY, APRIL 21
▢ Run for Office at 6:30pm – registration required. 
Learn from working/seasoned local politicians about 
what it takes to serve. Keynote talks by Doug Grif-
fiths, Jack Lucas and Ken Seiling will inspire and 
inform your decision to get on the local ballot. Be 
informed and hear from the clerk’s dept. and have 
your questions answered by a panel of politicians. 
Open to all residents curious about local politics. Visit 
www.healthywoolwich.org/runforoffice to register 
and receive a link to participate.

FRIDAY, APRIL 22
▢ Theatre Wellesley presents "Proof." The show will 
be running on two consectutive weekends: April 
22,23, 24 and April 29, 30 and May 1. There will be 
matinee shows on April 23,24, 30, and May 1 at 2 
p.m.. Evening performances on April 22, 23, 29, 
30 will be at 8 p.m. All performances will be at The 
Wellesley Public Library. We ask that patrons attend-
ing the performances be masked. For more informa-
tion contact Allan Strong 519-502-1681.

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

One-pot pasta 
means easy cleanup 
on busy weeknights 

This recipe uses just 
one pot to cook 

the pasta and the sauce 
together; no draining a 
separate pot of boiling 
water required! This is 
possible not through 
magic, but through the 
precise measurement of 
the liquid needed to cook 
your pasta.

There is just enough 
broth for the pasta to 
absorb and become tender, 

plus a little extra to create 
the sauce. And that sauce 
takes shape when you stir 
the pasta -- hard! -- after 
it finishes cooking. The 
pasta releases starch as it 
cooks, helping the liquid 
thicken into a creamy 
(creamless!) sauce.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

One-Pot Shells 
with Peas and Sausage

▢ 1 pound ground 
sweet Italian sausage

▢ 1 small onion, peeled 
and chopped fine

▢ 3⁄4 teaspoon salt

▢ 1⁄4 teaspoon pepper

▢ 1⁄8 to 1⁄4 teaspoon red 
pepper flakes (optional)

▢ 1⁄2 cup plus 3 1⁄2 cups 
chicken broth, measured 
separately

▢ 4 1⁄2 cups medium 
pasta shells (12 ounces)

▢ 2 cups frozen peas

▢ 1⁄2 cup grated Parme-
san cheese (1 ounce), 
plus extra for serving

▢ 2 teaspoons grated 
lemon zest plus 1 
tablespoon lemon juice, 
zested and squeezed 
from 1 lemon

1. Add sausage, onion, 
salt, pepper, and 
pepper flakes (if using) 
to a Dutch oven. Use 
a wooden spoon to 
break sausage into 
small pieces. Cook 
over medium-high 
heat, stirring occa-
sionally and continuing 
to break up sausage, 
until sausage is 
lightly browned and 
dark brown bits have 
formed on bottom of 
pot, 10 to 12 minutes.

2. Carefully add 1⁄2 cup 
chicken broth and use 
a wooden spoon to 
scrape up browned bits 
on the bottom of the 
pot. Cook until liquid 
has mostly evaporated, 
about 2 minutes.

3. Stir in pasta 
and remaining 3 1⁄2 
cups broth. Bring 

mixture to a boil.

4. Reduce heat to 
medium-low and cover 
pot with lid. Cook until 
pasta is tender, 10 to 
12 minutes. (Some 
liquid will remain in 
pot.) Turn off heat.

5. Add peas, Parme-
san, lemon zest and 
lemon juice. Use a 
wooden spoon to stir 
vigorously for 1 minute. 
Let sit, uncovered, 
for 5 minutes to allow 
peas to warm through 
and sauce to thicken 
slightly. (Sauce will 
continue to thicken 
as pasta cools.)

6. Use a ladle to 
divide pasta among 
individual bowls. 
Sprinkle with extra 
Parmesan cheese, 
if desired. Serve.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

⚠ Recipe note: If you can't find ground sweet Italian sausage, you 
can use 1 pound of sausage links; use kitchen shears to cut open 
the casings lengthwise and peel off and discard casings before 
adding to the pot in step 1.

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

9:30 am
Lent 3

Seeking God’s Ways:
From Earning to Receiving
Jonathan Brubacher Preaching

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT 
FUND: RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL 
NEEDS DUE TO COVID-19
Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 Woolwich Community Services
 Woolwich Counseling Centre
 Woolwich Community Health Centre
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordWord of the Week Find-A-Word THEME: BODIES OF WATER

ACROSS
1. Barbed comments
5. Erasable chip
10. One teaspoon, 

maybe
14. ___ fruit
15. 1957 #1 song
16. Egg
17. Drain sound
18. Exalt
19. Restaurant handout
20. Dog Breed
23. Father of Leah 

and Rachel
24. "___ rang?"
25. Blue
27. Dash lengths
28. War losers, usually
32. Female fowl
34. Dog
36. Santa ___, Calif.
37. Visually attractive
40. Blows it
42. Dieter's concern
43. Look into again, 

as a cold case
46. Had on
47. Blah-blah-blah
50. Ring bearer, maybe
51. "Fancy that!"
53. Young pig
55. Aged
60. Acronym for 

describing bad data
61. Fare for Oliver Twist

62. Eye
63. Fastener
64. Aspirations
65. Dog biter
66. "The ___ have it"
67. Item with a ladder
68. Lentil, e.g.

DOWN
1. Do many things 

at once
2. Radiant
3. Book jacket bits
4. Fraternity letter
5. "Our Time in ___" 

(10,000 Maniacs 

album)
6. Spare parts?
7. Foolhardy
8. In tune
9. Passionflower fruit
10. Capitol feature
11. Bad weather 

footwear

12. Fountain treats
13. Australian runner
21. Bit of high jinks
22. Cast
26. ___ lab
29. All ___
30. ___ probandi
31. Asian antelope
33. Jack-in-the-

pulpit, e.g.
34. Bit of smoke
35. Change
37. Discontinued 

without being 
dissolved

38. "Dear" one
39. Mission
40. "... ___ he drove 

out of sight"
41. "Survivor" genre
44. ___ roll
45. Comments 

from horses
47. Company with 

a 2004 I.P.O.
48. Potsdam 

Conference attendee
49. Employ the guillotine
52. Become a member
54. ___ it (walks)
56. Acceptances
57. Amazon Indian.
58. Attention
59. "... or ___!"
60. Fed. construction 

overseer

ACROSS
1. Calamitous
7. Clingfish.
8. Emergency 

room medicine
9. "___ Cannonball"
10. Floral bract

DOWN
1. Tartan trousers
2. Chart anew
3. Amorphous 

creature
4. Reached
5. Dander
6. Secret store

 ADRIATIC
 ARAL SEA
 BAIKAL
 BALTIC
 BASS SEA

 BEAUFORT SEA
 BLACK SEA
 CARIBBEAN
 CORAL SEA
 FLORES SEA

 HUDSON BAY
 IRISH SEA
 KARA SEA
 LAKE NYASA
 LOCH NESS

 PACIFIC
 RED SEA

INTERSPERSE
to place or insert something at 

intervals in or among other things

17

If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

newsmart.ca

The store for newspaper readers.
Make a positive local statement everytime you put one on.

Visit our online store to discover exclusive Observer products. Every product purchase 
supports local news coverage in our communities reported by professional journalists.
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

Tarta de Lima (Key Lime Pie)
▢ 2 cups Dad’s 
oatmeal cookies (or 
similar)

▢ 1⁄4 cup melted 
butter

▢ 1 cup key lime juice 
& zest

▢ 2 cans sweetened 
condensed milk

▢ 2 eggs + 2 yolks

▢ 1 cup whipping 
cream

▢ 1 Tbsp. sugar

▢ Key Lime slices for 
garnish

1. Crush cookies and 
combine crumbs with 
melted butter and 
press into pie plate.

2. Bake in 375 F oven 
10-15 minutes until brown.

3. Whisk together eggs, 
milk, juice and zest until 
frothy and pour into shell.

4. Turn oven down to 325 
F and bake for additional 
15-20 minutes or until set.

5. Allow to cool.

6. Whip cream with 
sugar until firm peaks 
and top pie – garnish 
with lime slices.

Of warmer weather 
and going green

SO IT’S MARCH BREAK 
THIS week, which makes 
me think of going to Flor-
ida or somewhere warm. 
Today is also St. Patrick’s 
Day, which of course 
makes me think of serving 
something green.

Today’s recipe incor-
porates both of those 
concepts, so yay me!

The origin of key lime 
pie actually came from the 
shipping lanes between 
Florida and Cuba.

The hull of a ship on 

cold water is very much 
like a root cellar for 
temperature and would be 
great for storing things like 
veggies, fruit, and eggs. 
Cans of condensed milk 
could also be found in the 
galley. Before you know it, 
you’re eating a slice of key 
lime pie!

This type of tart/pie is 
often made with a tradi-
tional graham cracker 
crust, which you could 
of course still do. If you 
want to be cool like me, 
then you should try out 
the oatmeal cookie crust. 
To crush them simply 
toss into food proces-
sor and pulse for about 
30 seconds, or put into 
a baggie and beat the 
daylights out of them with 
a rolling pin, the choice is 
yours!

ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of 
St. Jacobs, which hosts private events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast and lunch 
in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

CHEF   
DUFF 

Recipes from 
the chef's table

Things that give our 
lives meaning – work, 

family, friends, hobbies, 
community – can also 
be a source of significant 
stress. Our brains can 
easily become over-
whelmed, and we can feel 
like we are “spinning” 
—waking hours are filled 
with constant planning 
for the future, ruminating 
on the past, or just getting 
through the daily grind.

The good news is you 
can help yourself reduce 
your stress and anxiety 
by learning to slow down 
your brain.

Practicing mindful-
ness is a powerful way to 
take care of our personal 
mental health. Mindful-
ness is about being in 
the moment and gently 
bringing our awareness 
to the here and now. It 
can help reduce anxiety, 
depression, and chronic 
pain while helping you 
feel more rested, relaxed, 
focused, resilient, ener-
gized, and joyful.

The first step toward 
reducing your stress and 
anxiety is being self-
aware. You need to be 
able to identify stress and 
tension in your body if 
you are going to reduce 
it. If you don’t know what 
stress and anxiety feel 
like, you won’t recognize 
calmness. The opposite 

Get started with mindfulness

→ FROM 20

is also true. The more you 
are aware of relaxation, 
the sooner you will notice 
that you are stressed. 

Bring your awareness to 
your body; begin by find-
ing a comfortable sitting 
or lying position in a quiet 
environment. Notice 
tension in your muscles, 
notice your breathing, pay 
attention to what is going 
through your mind. Key 
advice: don’t react to your 
observation. Try to remain 
a detached observer.

The second step is to 
slow down the brain. 

You can use all your 
senses. So, for example, 
notice your breathing; 
notice the air flowing in 
and out through your 
nose, feel your chest 
and stomach rise and 
fall. Listen to the sounds 
around you and feel your 
body in its environment – 
the ground beneath your 
feet or the clothing on 
your skin.

Even if you can only 
keep your attention in 
the present moment for a 
second or two before you 
become distracted with 
thoughts about the past 
or future, scientists tell 
us you are changing your 

brain. When your brain 
is in the present moment 
it is much “quieter” and 
this will also be reflected 
in your body. The more 
stressed and anxious 
your brain and body is, 
the harder this exercise 
will be, but don’t give 
up. Even when you get 
distracted and your brain 
fixates on all the “what 
ifs,” when you bring your 
awareness back to the 
present moment, you are 
changing your brain and 
reducing stress.

Practicing mindfulness 
need not be expensive or 
time consuming. In addi-
tion to the above exercise, 
consider these activities to 
slow down the brain and 
relax: Colouring, knitting 
or other crafts, walking, 
taking a hot bath, paint-
ing by numbers, reading 
quotes, bird watching, or 
completing a crossword.

Know that you can 
reduce your stress and you 
can do it right now. Take 
a few minutes and repeat 
mindfulness exercises 
throughout your day – it 
will be the best gift you 
can give yourself and 
others.

ↆ The Woolwich Counselling 
Centre provides education to 
promote emotional and mental 
wellness for individuals, families, 
businesses, and others in 
Woolwich and Wellesley

▢ Your Mental 
Wellbeing
Woolwich 
Counselling Centre

where we were at, the 
board decided to do it 
again online from May 16 
to May 19. There’s going 
to be one session every 
day. They’re all linked to 
the Ontario curriculum,” 
noted Gomez.

She noted its espe-
cially important for local 
children to learn about 
groundwater as this area is 
dependent on it.

“We invite different 
specialists, members of 
the industry, government, 
people that are involved  
in groundwater and we 
try to educate on different 
aspects: What is ground-
water? Why is it such an 
important resource? How 
is it part of the water cycle? 
How people, plants and 
animals and everybody 
has an interdependence 
with the water, the impor-
tance of watersheds, the 
soils and the minerals that 
are around the ground-
water, as well,” Gomez 
explained. 

Similar to last year, 
educators and teachers 
can register through the 
festival’s webstite where 
they will get an invitation 
to join a special presen-
tation. The students will 
have opportunities to 
ask questions while the 

presentation is happening 
virtually from the Water-
loo Region Museum in 
Kitchener. 

In Gomez’s native 
Mexico, they are notably 
more aware of issues with 
their drinking 
water. She 
hopes to bring 
some of that 
awareness to 
her current 
position so 
Canadian 
children will 
be able to be 
better water 
stewards in 
the future. 

“I think 
it’s easier to be more 
concerned about water 
when you’re in a place 
where you don’t see it 
everywhere. I think that’s 
one of the main differ-
ences. In Canada, there 
are rivers and streams and 
there’s lakes – water is very 
present,  you can actually 
see it. In areas in Mexico, 
it’s almost like a desert 
area. It’s not that obvious, 
you don’t see the water, 
so we are taught since 
we are very little to really 
conserve water. There’s 
many places where you 
don’t have running water 
every day or you don’t 
have running water 24/7, 

so there are just certain 
times of the day where you 
get running water or tap 
water in your home. That 
makes you more water 
conscious, and increases 
your awareness on water 

conservation,” 
she said.

“I think here 
in Canada, 
we have a 
huge advan-
tage because 
there is water, 
we have 
those water 
resources. 
With that 
comes a huge 
responsibility 

because we are stewards 
of that water. That’s one of 
the main differences and 
that’s one of the things 
that I want to make sure 
that these kids that come 
to the festival understand 
– how valuable these 
resources are and what’s 
the responsibility towards 
it.”

Since its inception 
in 1996, the Waterloo 
Wellington Children’s 
Groundwater Festival has 
helped to educated more 
than 100, 000 elementary 
students. More informa-
tion about the upcoming 
festival can be found on 
their website,

GROUNDWATER: Providing young people with an 
understanding of where their water comes from

Beatriz Gomez
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PER SQ FT
REG 3.99
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IN STOCK IN STOCK 
FLOORING!FLOORING!

Props and communica-
tion aids, such as pictures, 
notecards with common 
phrases, and a small pad 
of paper and pen, often 
are encouraged as part of 
speech-language rehabil-
itation and can improve a 
person's ability to convey 
his or her thoughts.

You, other family 
members and friends also 
can help your mother 
rebuild her communica-
tion abilities. Consistently 
include her in conversa-
tions. Give her plenty of 
time to talk. Don't finish 
her sentences for her 

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

or correct errors. Keep 
distractions to a minimum 
by turning off the TV and 
other electronic devices 
while you talk. Allow time 
for relaxed conversation.

Recovering language 
skills can be a slow 
process. With patience 
and persistence, however, 
most people can make 
significant progress, even 
if they don't completely 
return to the level of 
function they had before 
a stroke. It is important to 
seek treatment for aphasia 
because if left untreated, 
communication barriers 
can lead to embarrass-

MAYO CLINIC: Speech therapy helps, but recovering 
language skills after a stroke can be a slow process

→ FROM 23 ment, relationship prob-
lems and in some cases 
depression.

Continue to encourage 
your mother to make an 
appointment with her 
health care provider to 
discuss speech-language 
therapy. They should 
be able to help find a 
speech-language pathol-
ogist who has experience 
working with people who 
have had a stroke.

Justine Fraser 
Observer Staff

SPRING ON THE HORI-
ZON, LOCAL horticultural 
enthusiasts are already 
preparing and planning for 
that time when they’ll be 
digging up dirt, planting 
new beds for pollinators 
and creating displays that 
showcase their favourites.

You can count members 
of the Woolwich Gardeners 
among the most eager to 
see growing season return. 
The group is already 
planning its annual garden 
tour, looking to add new 
stops this year for people to 
admire. 

Seeking to include more 
participants, organizer 
and volunteer Barb Smith 
is putting a call out to the 
community. 

“We’ve had trouble 
getting some gardens for 
the garden tour this year. 
We are looking for interest-
ing yards – people who are 
gardeners or have interest-
ing hardscaping like foun-
tains or pools or anything. 
I doesn’t have to be just 
gardens and it doesn’t have 
to be just flowers, it can be 

Woolwich Gardeners looking for other 
green thumbs for this year’s garden tour

vegetable gardens, fruit 
trees, things that are also 
interesting to people,” said 
Smith.

“ It could be in or around 
Elmira and they don’t 
have to be perfect. In 
fact, people would love to 
see weeds in somebody 
else’s garden. They don’t 
have to be profession-
ally landscaped. In fact, 
probably 99.99 per cent of 
our gardens haven’t been 
professionally landscaped. 
People do like to see what 
they could do themselves. 
They would love to be 
invited into somebody 
else’s garden to take a look 
see if there are some ideas 
they could perhaps use 
in their own garden,” she 
added of the search for new 
locations.

The annual garden tour 
will take place this year on  
July 9. Gardeners in the 
area will be able to apply 
starting now and into the 
end of April. The garden 
tour is one of the Woolwich 
Gardeners’ major fundrais-
ers to help offset the costs 
of the work they do during 
the spring and summer 
months to help give the 

town a pop of colour.
“I would love to talk to 

people, see their gardens, 
even if they can’t be on the 
tour. I always like seeing 
people’s gardens and 
sometimes they can give 
me some clues. Maybe 
their own house is not 
ready to be on a tour, but 
maybe they have a friend 
or a neighbour,” said 
Smith.

Anyone looking to sign 
up or get more informa-
tion about the garden 
tour can contact the event 
organizer, Barb Smith, 
via email, barbs@rogers.
com. The local horticul-
tural society is looking for 
gardens of any kind for 
people to view during the 
self-guided garden tour. 

Launching into spring, 
the Woolwich Gardeners 
have their second event 
of the year coming up 
March 21 at St. James 
Lutheran Church in 
Elmira, where special 
guest Nancy Lee-Coli-
baba will host ‘Getting 
Started in the vegetable 
garden.’ Non-members are 
welcome and it is free to 
attend. 

Barb Smith of the Woolwich Gardeners is already busy planning this year's garden tour. Justine Fraser
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