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—    OPEN APRIL 1    —
GARDEN TOOLS & POWER EQUIPMENT 

SALES AND SERVICE 

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

ADMINISTERING 
LICENSED DAYCARE 
CENTRES JUST got a 
whole lot more involved, 
but it’s a move being 
welcomed by regional 
officials.

There are no details 
yet, but a new agreement 
between the federal and 
provincial governments 
will move operations 
towards a $10-per-day 
target for childcare services.

With the first step 
coming into effect next 
month there will be a 25 
per cent reduction in fees 
charged at participating 

Region welcomes 
new deal leading 
to $10/day daycare
Ontario signs onto federal program

→ CHILDCARE 4
Emergency crews responded after a Wellesley Township vehicle was involved in a collision Wednesday morning at the intersection of 
Weimar Line and Greenwood Hill Road, north of Wellesley village. Joe Merlihan

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

THE OPERATION 
HAVING BEEN LESS 
troubling than expected 
over the past few years, 
neighbours of Linwood 
sawmill nonetheless have 
no interest in seeing it 
become a permanent 
fixture.

Wayne Sauder has been 
running the sawmill at 

5055 Ament Line since a 
three-year temporary-use 
bylaw was approved by 
Wellesley council in 2019. 
Now he’s looking to make 
it permanent, His appli-
cation for an amendment 
to the zoning bylaw was 
discussed at a public 
planning meeting Tuesday 
night.

Residents who live near 
the 93-acre farm property, 
which sits just adjacent to 

the Linwood settlement 
area, oppose the idea. 
They argued that while 
Sauder has been a good 
neighbour, taking steps to 
mitigate noise complaints, 
there’s no guarantee a 
future operator would be 
so cooperative.

“We feel that grant-
ing a permanent bylaw 
amendment status for 
the sawmill will allow 
for other future renters 

at this location to poten-
tially grow the business 
by adding more saws, 
increasing the volume, 
traffic and noise,” said 
neighbour Paul Norris, 
who presented a petition 
signed by 20 residents 
representing 13 properties.

The residents recognize 
that Sauder has been a 
good neighbour and are 
not opposed to the exten-
sion of the temporary-use → SAWMILL 4

Neighbours opposed to zone change for Linwood sawmill
bylaw, he added.

Councillors noted that 
Sauder is not the owner of 
the property, with some 
expressing concerns about 
a permanent zone change.

“We have no real control 
over when he expands. 
He can expand and he 
can roll with this. If we’re 
having difficulties now on 
a temporary basis, I’d hate 
to think what’s going to 
happen once we approve 

this on a permanent basis. 
I’m so concerned that we’ll 
have less and less control,” 
said Coun. Herb Neher.

Director of planning 
Geoff VanderBaaren noted 
the zoning stays with the 
property, even if Sauder 
left and someone else 
operated a sawmill there.

“The bylaw regulates the 
use of the property, and 

daycare facilities. That’ll 
mean rolling out reim-
bursements retroactive to 
April 1 when the funding 
model – and the money 
itself – is finalized, says 
the region’s director of 
children’s services.

“We don’t have any 
details yet. We do know, 
though, that we’ll be 
hearing from the province 
with what our allocations 
are going to be,” said Barb 
Cardow, noting the deal 
should make childcare 
more affordable along the 
way to full implementa-
tion by 2026.

“I’m really excited for 
what this means for fami-



2  |  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, March 31, 2022
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on Lexington

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

215 Lexington Rd, Waterloo
519-501-1131   INFO@HYGATELIVING.COM

Fitness room &

exercise classes too!
Join Team Hygate and

GET IN THE GAME!
Enjoy our full-sized, indoor Pickleball Court
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Page ThreePage Three The Cherrey Cup will remain in Elmira this 
year as the Sugar Kings downed the Strat-
ford Cullitons 5-4 at the Lair on Mar. 27, 
wrapping up their best-of-seven series in 
just five games. A large and noisy crowd 
of exuberant fans celebrated the team’s 
fourth Mid-Western Jr. B title in six years.
From the Mar. 30, 2002 edition of The Observer

Industrial Drive rebuild From the archives

COME TRY 
GIRL’S HOCKEY

To register for this event or for more information 
visit our website www.woolwichwild.com 

Saturday April 2nd at the WMC

Members of the Woolwich Gymnastics Club’s competitive team at their new digs. Submitted

Volunteers 
step up to 
save minor 
baseball 
season

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

After some doubt about 
whether or not it could 
continue to operate, the 
South Woolwich Minor 
Baseball season is a go.

According to co-pres-
ident Rob Elson, the 
pandemic, combined with 
multiple people stepping 
away from their commit-
tee volunteer roles, led 
to the possibility of the 
league shutting down 
permanently.

“We lost three to five 
people over the last couple 
years and if nobody 
stepped up for this year, 
we wouldn’t have this 
year, which would lead to 
us not even trying for it 
next year. Unfortunately, 
we’ve had to cancel the 
last two years because of 
COVID. Because it is such 
a short season and where 
the lockdowns have been 
and everything, there just 
wasn’t a point of having 
a season for us at all,” he 
explained.

After the organization 
put out the call for volun-
teers they had several 
people step forward to 
help. The next step will be 
finding people to coach, 
Elson said.

“I think that will be a 
little easier this year with 
the fact that we’ve already 
put that urgency out and 
we have other people 
already saying that they’re 
willing to coach. That’s 
going to help.” 

While there are a couple 
of people who are in their 

→ LEAGUE 5

Woolwich Gymnastics finds
a new home in Elmira

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

AFTER A TUMULTUOUS 
2021, THE Woolwich 
Gymnastics Club is in a 
new location and in the 
first couple of weeks of 
their spring session.

Last year saw the 
club’s previous location 
experience two floods 
within two weeks. The 
floods caused $190,000 in 
damage and left the club 
without a space in which 
to operate. 

“It was a difficult task, 
that’s for sure, to find a 
space. We wanted to stay 
in Woolwich Township, 
mainly in Elmira. The 
community has always 

supported us so we 
wanted to stay here and 
not venture outside of 
Woolwich,” said coach 
Maria Code.

“There was limited 
inventory on buildings. 
And if there were, it was 
just out of our price range. 
And we didn’t want to put 
the cost on our members 
as well. So it was tough,” 
Code explained

The club received 
a grant from the Dan 
Synder Foundation, and 
after a presentation to 
the town council found 
their new location on Park 
Avenue East in Elmira. 

“We were pretty lucky 
– it was down to the wire. 
We’re a little scared, but 

we found it. [The land-
lord] has been great and 
really has welcomed us to 
the building. We have run 
our first week of classes 
this week, and it’s been 
wonderful,” she said.

While Code said there 
are some limitations to 
the location – the club 
would like a higher ceil-
ing, for instance – they 
are “loving it.”

“I don’t know if we’ll 
grow out of it. If our 
membership continues to 
increase we might need to 
[move] for that reason…
The coaches love it. The 
kids seem to be loving it. 
The parents have given us 
some really great feed-

→GYMNASTICS 5

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

WARNING OF THE 
POTENTIAL PITFALLS of 
privatization of healthcare 
services, particularly on 
long-term care homes, the 
Ontario Health Coali-
tion (OHC) is planning a 
number of “emergency 
summits” across the prov-
ince, including in Water-
loo Region.

“It’s very severely 
damaging to our public 
health care. It takes money 
away from patient care for 
multinational for-profit 
companies,”  said OHC 
executive director Natalie 
Mehra.

The provincial govern-
ment is already taking 
steps towards privatiza-
tion, Mehra said.

“At this point they’re 
privatizing everything 
from public health func-
tions like COVID testing 
and vaccinations to public 
hospital services like 
surgeries and diagnostics. 
They’re privatizing long-
term care and home care,” 
she argued.

Waterloo Region’s 
summit will be held virtu-
ally on April 5 at 7 p.m.

“We’re trying to alert 
the people who live in our 
region to the serious threat 
to our hospital services, 
because of the privatiza-
tion plan that Mr. Ford has 
for diagnostic and surgical 
services to be removed 
from public hospitals 
and transferred to private 
clinics,” said Jim Stewart 
of the regional chapter of 

For-profit long-term care homes remain 
a principal target for the advocacy group

the coalition. 
Both Mehra and Stewart 

pointed to possible privat-
ization of long-term care 
beds as a concern. Out of 
30,000 new and planned 
long-term care beds, 
18,000 will be in for profit 
facilities, said Stewart.

“For-profit facilities 
[have] proven to be very 
poor performers during a 
pandemic,” Stewart added.

Mehra said Bill 37, the 
new long-term care act, is 
not good enough and there 
is nothing enforceable 
about it. 

“There are a lot of claims 
that the government made 
about that new long-term 
care act, but most of them 
are either meaningless 
or manipulative,” said 
Mehra. 

While the act has a 
target of four hours of care 
per resident per day by 
2024 that is only the aver-
age across the province, 
Mehra explained.

“What they claimed was 
that the act would create 
a minimum care stan-
dard for long-term care, 
something that we’ve been 
fighting for for 20 years, 
but it doesn’t,” she said.

“Public homes have 
the most hours of care 
per resident per day, the 
non-profits the second 
most, and the for profits 
have the least.” 

The act also reduces 
the number of standards 
of inspection and does 
not change anything to 
make sure that care homes 
provide an adequate level 

Ontario Health Coalition 
anti-privatization 
summits include event
in Waterloo Region

→ LONG-TERM CARE 5

Move comes after a rough stretch, including two floods

Though the project came in some $800,000 
over budget, Woolwich is going ahead 
with the reconstruction of Industrial Drive 
in Elmira. Council this week awarded a 
$4.5-million contract to Gedco Excavating 
to carry out the work, and $157,000 to GM 
BluePlan Engineering to administer the proj-
ect.
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Coaches: Mike Brito, Greg Martin, Evan Gowing (absent Tyler McBay)
Top Row: Cameron Fisher, Mason Gear, Matthew Kochut, 
Nolan Martin, Colton Sinclair, Reese Martin, William Krubally
Bottom Row: Cohen Patterson, Cruz Balog, Colton Brito, Evan Hall, 
Jaxon McGuire, Emmett Colwill, Austin Dietrich, Cohen Hamburger

A huge thank you to all of our sponsors who made this possible. 

David Clarke
Plumbing

Dewar 
Services

Gleeson Solar
 Farms Ltd

Thank You!
U13A Tri County Champs

Mother’s Day Sale

Mother’s Day Sale

NOW OPEN!
Spring Flowers Available

Get your
gardens ready

See us for potting soils, mulches,
and a variety of gardening supplies.

syadnuSdesolC

Get yourGet your
lies.”

The province this week 
signed on to Ottawa’s 
Canada-Wide Early Learn-
ing and Child Care Agree-
ment, a $13.2-billion deal 
to reduce the average daily 
cost of daycare to $10.

Exactly how that will 
roll out in municipalities 
such as Waterloo Region is 
still up in the air.

“Childcare operators 
will all have to express 
their interest in partici-
pating in the program, or 
they will choose to opt out. 
We will be responsible for 
receiving and processing 
all that information,” said 
Cardow of the work ahead.

The agreement will 
reduce licensed child care 
fees for children under 
six years old on average 
by 25 per cent as of April 
1, saving Ontario families 
an average of about $2,200 
per child. By the end of the 
year, fees will be further 
lowered, and families will 
see a total reduction of 50 

per cent on average, saving 
them an average of about 
$6,000 per child per year.

In Waterloo Region, the 
average cost of licensed 
daycare is about $1,200 
per month. A 50 per cent 
reduction in that by year’s 
end is a big deal, said 
Cardow.

“If you’re paying  about 
50 per cent less, wow, that 
is significant, especially if 
you have a couple of little 
people in childcare.”

“High-quality care that 
fosters early childhood 
learning and development 
is critical for children 
to thrive. This funding 
will be a game-changer 
for families in Water-
loo Region, providing 
greater affordability and 
access to child care. We 
look forward to working 
closely with the provin-
cial government and our 
community partners to 
transform child care in our 
region,” said regional chair 
Karen Redman in a release 
announcing the deal, 

highlighting the financial 
relief offered to families 
with young children in 
daycare.

Along with reducing the 
cost, the new deal also calls 
for some 86,000 new child-
care spaces in the province. 
Again, the funding model 
remains unknown, with 
Cardow noting the growth 
target is based on 2019 
numbers, so some of those 
new spaces have already 
been put in place.

The governments will be 
making funding available 
to help with that expan-
sion to licensed childcare 
spaces.

“There are currently 
licensed childcare opera-
tors that are not receiving 
funding because there just 
has not been enough fund-
ing in the system to be 
able to fund every single 
program. This will allow 
some existing operators to 
be able to receive funding 
and then hopefully build 
new spaces,” Cardow 
explained.

CHILDCARE: Fees to drop 25% retroactive to Apr. 1
→ FROM 1

that’s what we’re limited 
to,” he said, noting the 
bylaw couldn’t specify a 
user, for instance.

VanderBaaren also 
noted there has been some 
concern about Sauder’s 
operation using more of 
the farmland parcel than 
was intended in approving 
the temporary use as a 
sawmill. 

“In 2019 when we OK’d a 
temporary permit, was the 
applicant not well aware 
of the area that was zoned 
and what area he was to 
stay within?” asked Coun. 

Shelley Wagner.
VanderBaaren 

responded that there was 
no area spelled out in 
the bylaw, but an accom-
panying map of the site 
outlined the general area 
of operation.

Sauder later noted that 
it was unclear, adding he 
would work with staff to 
clarify the desired location 
on the property.

“He’s willing to work 
with us to bring the site 
into compliance, and 
move around the stacked 
logs to bring it into closer 
compliance to what we 

asked,” said Vander-
Baaren.

“Can we not make this 
temporary for one more 
year until he becomes 
compliant? I don’t like 
giving him a permanent 
status if he’s not compliant,” 
said Coun. Carl Smit, with 
VandereBaaren responding 
that was certainly council’s 
prerogative.

Tuesday night’s meeting 
was for information only, 
with no decisions made. 
Staff will bring a report 
back at a later date after 
reviewing the application, 
including public input.

SAWMILL: Request for permanent status raises concerns
→ FROM 1

A single-vehicle rollover brought emergency crews to Hutchison Road in Wellesley Township on 
Monday morning. Bill Atwood.
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CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Meatloaf or Roast Beef includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Apr 1 & 2

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Apr 6-9

Saucy Garlic Chicken or Hot Beef includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

$9.99

BONE-IN

HAM  

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$10.65/lbCOLBY CHEESE

$3.49/lb

Reg.$4.25/lb

/lb

MAPLE DALE 

... without blowing your budget.
Source local talent

jobs.observerxtra.com

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

WITH JUST THREE 
GAMES LEFT in the 
season, the Elmira Sugar 
Kings are just one point 
away from clinching first 
place in the GOJHL’s 
Midwestern Conference. 
The team’s record of 33-10-
1-1 gives it 68 points, three 
ahead of second-place 
Cambridge with a game in 
hand.

After starting the week-
end with a 6-2 win over 
Brantford, the Kings came 
up just shy of clinching 
when they fell 2-1 to 
Listowel in overtime.

“It would have been nice 
to lock up first place, but 
it wasn’t meant to be.  In 
Branford we got off to a 
slow start, but we finished 
right. I didn’t think we 
quite matched Listowel’s 
intensity for the whole 
course of the game. We did 
in spurts, but we weren’t 
consistent enough and it 
cost us,” said head coach 
Rob Collins of the weekend.

Facing the last-place 
Bandits in Brantford 
Saturday night, the Kings 
got off to something of a 
slow start before taking 
charge later in the match. 
It was the home side that 
opened the scoring, going 
up 1-0 at 13:55 of the first 
period before Elmira’s 

Kings need just one more point to clinch first 
place heading into final games of the season

Brock Reinhart, assisted 
by Kurtis Goodwin and 
Jayden Lammel, tied it up 
with 80 seconds left in the 
frame.

The Bandits restored 
their one-goal lead five 
minutes into the second 
frame, but it was all Kings 
after that. Jack Tos’ power-
play goal at 9:39 tied it up, 
with assists going to Good-
win and Jaxson Murray. 
At 18:49, the Kings took 
the lead for good on a goal 
by Mason Eurig, assisted 
by Logan Crans and Luke 
Della Croce.

Third period goals from 
Tos (shorthanded from 
Brody Leblanc, Chris 
Black), Black (Lammel, 
Reinhart) and Nathaniel 
Mott (Jackson Heron, Della 
Croce) led to the final score 
of 6-2. Shots were 33-19 
in favour of the visitors. 
Elmira was 1-3 with the 
extra man, while Brantford 
was 0-6. Netminder Matt 
Lunghi stopped 17 shots for 
the win.

Play was more even 
the following night in 
Elmira, where the Kings 
played host to the Listowel 
Cyclones.

The teams exchanged 
chances, but there was no 
scoring in the first period. 
It wasn’t until late in the 
second, in fact, that there 
was any scoring, with 
Listowel drawing first blood. 

Elmira tied it at 1-1 with 
a power-play goal just 97 
seconds into the third. 
Leblanc netted the equal-
izer, assisted by Reinhart 
and Adam Grein. That’s 
how things would stand 
through regulation time, 
so it was off to OT, where 
at 2:13 Listowel quieted the 
home crowd by scoring a 
power-play marker to post 
a 2-1 win.

Elmira edged Listowel 
29-28 in the shots depart-
ment.  The home team 
was 1-2 on the power play, 
while Listowel was 1-3. 
Goaltender Dan Botelho 
stopped 26 shots in a 
losing cause.

“We didn’t make any 
breaks for ourselves. I 
thought they were more 
intense, and I think that 
proved to be the differ-
ence in the game. Maybe 
we were a little bit fortu-
nate to get a point, to be 
honest,” said Collins. “We 
try not to focus on the 
outputs – it’s the inputs, 
and the inputs weren’t 
right consistently enough 
this past weekend, so 
we’ve got to improve.”

The Kings welcomed 
the Caledon Bombers 
Wednesday night, though 
results weren’t known 
before press time. Thurs-
day night, they’re in Ayr to 
face the Centennials. The 
team wraps up the season 

Sunday night at the WMC 
versus the K-W Siskins. 
Game time is 7 p.m.

Though in fifth place, 
Ayr has been a tough 
competitor all season, 
Collins noted.

“I think they match up 
really well against us. They 
play us hard, they always 
play us tight. It’s one of 
those games that gener-
ally comes right down to 
the wire – I think we’ve 
had two or three overtime 
games with them,” he said. 
“Ayr is someone that we 
definitely don’t over-
look, and they have our 
respect.”

Even in they’ve already 
locked up first place going 
into the final game, the 
Kings are looking to set a 
tone against the Siskins, 
Collins added.

“It means a lot, regard-
less of the standings 
because that’ll be our last 
impression, we get to leave 
on them before a possi-
ble playoff [matchup]. 
So both teams will want 
confidence going into that 
series if it were to happen. 
I would expect that to have 
some real intensity to it, 
regardless of mattering in 
the standings,” he said of 
Sunday’s game. 

“That’s a game we want, 
a game we’re going to take 
serious and hopefully 
show up guns blazing for.”

of care, Mehra said.
It’s all very carefully 

worded and manipulative, 
but there’s no actual mini-
mum care standard that 
anybody could enforce 
against any single home in 
that act,” she said.

Even if there was 
greater regulation there 
is no place for private, 
for-profit care homes, 
Mehra said.

“The problem with 
saying ‘we can let them 
have private for profit long 

term care and regulate 
them’ is that we have 
fought for 20 years to try 
and regulate them and 
they oppose regulation…
it gets in the way of their 
profits,” she explained.

“For-profit long-term 
care does not work. We 
have many decades of 
history and the 4,500 
people that died in the 
pandemic just of COVID 
alone, plus thousands 
more of neglect and star-
vation and dehydration. 
Just total lack of care.”

A University of Water-
loo study published in 
December showed that 
for-profit long-term care 
facilities had worse patient 
outcomes and higher 
mortality rates than 
non-profit facilities during 
the pandemic.

“Nursing homes with 
the highest profit margins 
have the lowest quality as 
financialized ownership 
and are even more aggres-
sive in seeking to extract 
value from care homes and 
the people who live and 

work in them,” the study 
read. 

Ministry of Health 
spokesperson Alexandera 
Hilkene called the claims 
made by Mehra “categori-
cally false.”

“To be clear, the govern-
ment is committed to 
supporting the province’s 
public health care system. 
The use or function of 
private hospitals and inde-
pendent health facilities 
in Ontario is not being 
expanded or changed,” 
Hilkene said. 

LONG-TERM CARE: Health coalition looking to raise public awareness
→ FROM 3

final year on the commit-
tee the league is trending 
in the right direction now, 
Elson said.

“The ones that were 
left on the committee 
didn’t want to see this fall 
through. It’s been around 
for so long. And we didn’t 
want to be the ones that 
were having to make that 
announcement,” he said.

An announcement on 
registration and start 
dates is forthcoming.

back. 
The club is “ecstatic” to 

be running classes again, 
Code added.

“We also have a very 
small competitive group 
that after two years we get 
to compete again, so we 
are so looking forward to 
that,” she said.

The competition team’s 
first meet runs April 7-10 
in St. Catharines.

“They’re so excited 
because they haven’t 
competed in two years. 
And some are new, so this 

LEAGUE: Season 
will go ahead 

→ FROM 3

will be their first compe-
tition ever. We’re really 
excited to be back there 

and competing with other 
gym clubs in Ontario,” 
Code said.

GYMNASTICS: Club getting good feedback at new home 
→ FROM 3

The club has set up shop on Park Avenue. Submitted
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “The grounds at Juno Beach in France 
are sacred and revered. They are where 
Canadian and allied soldiers fought 
and died during the Second World 
War, and people from near and far visit 
this tranquil setting to pay respects.”
Royal Canadian Legion Dominion president Bruce Julian 
reacts to plans for a housing development on the grounds 
of the D-Day landings.

Cities in Waterloo Region are among the 
top 10 metropolitan cities in Canada for 
most reported hate crimes for its popula-
tion size. Hate crimes in Waterloo Region 
increased 260% between 2019 and 2020.
Statistics Canada

Verbatim The Monitor

A ny debate over whether the government 
should be sinking billions of tax dollars into 
daycare schemes is pretty much dead at this 
point. Ontario is the latest province to sign on 

with Ottawa’s $10-a-day childcare plan.
The province this week agreed to a $13.2 billion deal to lower 

the daily cost to $10 by 2025. There’s also a pledge to create 
86,000 new licensed early learning and childcare spaces in 
Ontario.

With the provinces signing on, the issue is no longer the 
ideological battleground it was for years. Those on the right 
argue against any involvement, saying child rearing is a 
personal responsibility. On the left, you’ll find proponents of 
universal daycare, something akin to the school system. The 
financial concerns have now been swept aside.

As with all its spending, the government refers to daycare 
spending as an investment that will create jobs and foster 
economic growth, encouraging more women to join the work-
force. There have been plenty of studies to that effect.

Having pushed for $10-a-day childcare in last year’s budget, 
Ottawa went about bringing the provinces on board in a 
cost-sharing arrangement. 

As critics have pointed out, provinces have plenty of 
reasons to be wary of Ottawa’s proposal to split the costs 
50/50. The risk is that once the program is firmly established, 
the federal government may begin pulling back from its 
50-per-cent position, as history indicates is likely given the 
experience with the likes of housing, welfare and, most nota-
bly, health care. 

Likewise, the program is likely to fall prey to the standard 
government practice of program bloat and internal entitle-
ments becoming entrenched. Costs rise, administrative fees 
blossom and the taxpayers make up for the ever-widening gap 
between initial estimates and the reality of everyone getting a 
bigger cut. As with all budget deliberations, there is a ratio-
nale for every spending request. Taken in isolation, each may 
make sense, but the public is always afflicted by empire-build-
ing and incremental growth. 

Well-considered spending is never on the agenda. That’s 
how we end up with today’s runaway spending, massive defi-
cits and even larger debts.

Deficits abound at both the federal and provincial levels, 
and Ottawa has more revenue levers, and the ability to down-
load costs. Experience says that will happen, bringing higher 
taxes and more liabilities for provinces.

Proponents preach about the benefits to families that will 
see their expenses fall. In the region, for instance, the median 
cost of daycare is $1,200 per month. A $10 per day program 
would greatly reduce that cost to individual families.

Those savings have never been at issue: spreading out the 
cost to every taxpayer reduces the impact on users of such 
programs. The real debate has been about the fairness of such 
a universal program, a battle that quickly becomes ideological 
– individual rights versus socialism – and pragmatic, given 
the propensity of politicians and bureaucrats to expand their 
reach and their grip on the public’s wallets.

The federal government has argued in favour of sharing the 
cost, dipping into everybody’s pockets for a perceived greater 
good. By joining in, Ontario now agrees. Just as we all pay for 
schools whether or not we’ve got children, or our children 
have left school, a universal daycare system provides a socie-
tal benefit that warrants public spending.

Perhaps the best option would have been to target only 
those low-income or single-parent families where heavily 
subsidized daycare is the only alternative to social assistance. 
Neither earlier everybody-gets-a-pittance plans nor the insti-
tutional approach is appropriate in that case. Scale it back and 
make it targeted – the taxpayers will come out ahead.

That’s now how it will be with daycare. We can expect more 
trips down the same rabbit hole.

With daycare deal, province 
signals end to any debate

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin may not be able 

to save himself, but he may 
already have saved another 
despot, Hungary’s Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán. There’s 
an election in Hungary next 
Sunday, and it looks like Orbán 
may actually win it. A month 
ago he was trailing the oppo-
sition badly, but then Russia 
invaded Ukraine.

Hungary is one of the 
new-model ‘soft’ dictatorships 
that look like democracies 
to the average passer-by. 
After all, there are no secret 
police, you can criticize the 
government publicly, and they 
actually count all the votes in 
the elections. Sometimes they 
find a few extra votes as well, 
but Orbán really has won three 
more or less fair elections in a 
row.

Yet he actually is a dictator 
(‘The Viktator,’ some people 
call him) despite the free 
elections. They don’t need to 
be rigged in advance, because 
Orbán controls almost all 
the media that the  voters get 
their information from. And 
he doesn’t even need to win a 
majority of the votes, because 
the election districts are gerry-
mandered in his favour.

He eliminated the ‘liberal’ 

Hungarians look ready 
to be fooled again

ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

media by making them unprof-
itable (no government adver-
tising, expensive lawsuits, etc.), 
and then getting rich friends to 
buy them up at bargain prices 
and sing his praises in them. 
Over 90 per cent of the Hungar-
ian media are pro-Orbán, 
although there is no formal 
censorship.

He got away with it by 
expanding the constitutional 
court and packing it with stal-
warts of his ‘Fidesz’ party. He 
also took control of the lower 
courts by forcing all judges 
over 62 to retire and appoint-
ing Fidesz members instead. 
And he sometimes creates fake 
political parties in election 
years to draw off some of the 
anti-Orbán vote.

Orbán’s greatest success was 
extending citizenship to over a 
million ethnic Hungarians who 
live as minorities in surround-
ing countries – and also giving 
them access to generous 
Hungarian social benefits. 
They may never have been to 
Hungary, but they make up 
one-tenth of the electorate, 
they take the money – and 95 

per cent of them vote for Fidesz.
In the media, there is a cease-

less torrent of hate propaganda 
against minorities (Jews, 
Roma and gays) and especially 
immigrants. For a dozen years 
the country has been told that 
Fidesz is their only defence 
against an Islamized Hungary 
where real Hungarians would 
be an oppressed minority, 
although no sane Muslim 
would ever voluntarily choose 
to live there.

A depressingly large number 
of Hungarians, mostly older, 
poorly educated or rural, 
believed the whole package, but 
Orbán’s victories also depended 
on the fact that the opposition 
parties were chronically at war 
with one another. This time he 
was in serious trouble, because 
all six of them had managed 
to come together and back the 
same candidate.

They couldn’t agree on much 
else, so the challenger they 
chose was a rather colourless 
centre-right politician called 
Péter Márki-Zay. Nevertheless, 
enough people were fed up 
with the cronyism and the lies 
that by a month ago Fidesz and 
the opposition alliance were 
running neck-and-neck. And 
then Russia invaded Ukraine.

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 8
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Editor's 
Point of View

Sunshine list is supposed to make us irate enough to demand change

throughout the pandemic, 
we’re clearly not all in this 
together.”

The organization is 
calling on the province to 
reel in the bureaucracy 
given that the sunshine 
list showed the number of 
government employees 
making $100,000 or more 
grew by 38,536.

Ontario’s debt 
exceeds $440 billion, with 
this year’s deficit projected 
to be $13.1 billion.

“Ontario is the most 
indebted sub-national 
government in the entire 
world,” said Goldberg. “It’s 
time for the government to 
start acting like it and that 
means reducing the size 
and cost of the bureau-
cracy.”

While governments 
expanded and salaries 
increased through the 

pandemic, the belt-tight-
ening most of us endured 
leaves us in no mood to 
accept that others aren’t 
sharing in the hardships. 
That goes double for 
those people paid from 
the ever-increasing taxes 
taken from our diminish-
ing paycheques.

Various forums, blogs 
and news sites are filled 
with vitriol aimed at 
civil service employees. 
Talk of inflated wages, 
generous benefits, casual 
working conditions and 
job security fuel count-
less rants. While many 
exaggerate the situation, 
there’s no arguing there 
is a growing income gap 
between public employ-
ees and the average 
taxpayer.  When times 
are tough, the simmering 
dissatisfaction with that 
unsustainable situation 
is bound to boil over. The 
anger is building up a 
good head of steam.

The annual sunshine list 

is fuel on the fire.
There’s been an upward 

trend since reporting such 
salaries was made manda-
tory beginning in 1996. 
The idea was to show the 
public how many govern-
ment employees were 
pulling in large dollars, 
even as their unions cried 
poor in the face of the 
tougher fiscal policies. We 
were meant to be ticked off 
by the long inventory of 
names.

Back then, there were 
4,319 names on the list. 
Today it’s grown by a 
factor of 56.

Perusing the list, few 
Ontarians would have 
trouble with the salaries 
paid to doctors, research-
ers and similar profession-
als. There are more than 
raised eyebrows however 
over bus drivers, utility 
workers, janitors, firefight-
ers, educators and the like 
raking in money far in 
excess of what the average 
taxpayer makes. Facing 

ever-increasing electricity 
bills – again, much higher 
costs for no additional 
benefit – we’re rightly 
ticked off to see work-
ers from Ontario Power 
Generation walking on 
sunshine. That includes 
the highest figure on the 
list, OPG’s chief executive 
Kenneth Hartwick, who 
was paid $1,628,246. (We 
no longer receive updates 
about the thousands more 
at Hydro One thanks to 
former premier Kathleen 
Wynne’s decision to sell 
off part of the public asset 
in order to help cover up 
her fiscal mismanage-
ment.)

Inclusion on the list puts 
government employees in 
the top five per cent of all 
earners in the province.

Once seen as a place 
where job security came 
with lower wages, public 
service now means 
higher-than-average pay, 
benefits and working 
conditions. As the public 

sector grows, it becomes 
an even bigger burden.

Salary figures indicate 
a growing gap between 
civil service wages and 
the average earning of 
private sector employ-
ees. The discrepancy 
is likely to increase, as 
average industry wages 
will remain stagnant or 
decline dramatically in 
some industries as layoffs 
take hold. Even though the 
recession is officially over, 
unemployment remains 
high and private-sector 
wages depressed.

The gap and resultant 
drag on society is well 
documented in recent 
studies, as others pile on to 
show the negatives of the 
public sector.

The combined size of 
the federal, provincial, and 
municipal governments 
increased in all but two 
provinces over the 2007 to 
2019 period relative to the 
sizes of their economies, 
finds a new study released 
by the right-leaning Fraser 
Institute

“The size of government 
increased in eight of ten 
provinces and the coun-
try as a whole going into 
the pandemic,” said Alex 
Whalen, policy analyst at 
the Fraser Institute and 
co-author of The Size of 
Government in Canada in 
2019.

The study measures 
federal, provincial, and 
local government spend-
ing in each province as 
a share of the economy 
(GDP) from 2007 to 2019, 
the most recent year of 
comparable data. Both 
2007 and 2019 preceded a 
recession and thus provide 
an opportunity to compare 
like-years.

It finds that government 
size grew in every prov-
ince except Saskatchewan 
and Prince Edward Island 
during that period. In 
2019, the size of govern-
ment relative to the 
economy as a whole across 

With the EMSF going virtual again, some experiences will have to await the return of in-person activities.

There’s nothing like the 
annual sunshine list 

to get us all hot under the 
collar … unless we’re one 
of those lucky enough to 
be on it.

The annual list of those 
public sector employ-
ees making more than 
$100,000 continues to 
grow by leaps and bounds. 
It now includes some 
244,000 workers, up 19 per 
cent from 205,000 in 2020.

Beyond pushing more 
people into the top five 
per cent of wage earners 
(well, earning is a bit of 
stretch, to many minds), 
such pay now eats up some 
55 per cent of all program 
spending. 

We spend more, and get 
less as a rule, all the while 
paying the non-produc-
tive part of the economy 
at twice the rate of what 
the average taxpayer 
makes.

Unchecked spending, 
particularly on salaries, 
benefits and pensions, 
has driven up taxes and 
contributed to the souring 
of public opinion beyond 
what lying and corrupt 
politicians have histori-
cally been able to do all on 
their own.

Even politicians, never 
eager to act in the public 
interest except to save 
their skins, are taking 
note. It’s the impetus 
behind talk of restraint, 
though that’s gone out the 
door at the federal and 
municipal levels, with 
even the Ford government 
at Queen’s Park being crit-
icized for failing to follow 
through on much-needed 
reforms. We’re moving 
away from any kind of 
accountability from 
government.

“Many Ontario taxpay-
ers have seen their pay cut 
or businesses closed, but 
meanwhile government 
employees were busy 
getting raises,” says Jay 
Goldberg, Ontario director 
of the Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation. “As we’ve seen →KANNON 8
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

I’m just wading on a friend

Even so, we are not 
on good terms. To be 
completely honest, I 
have not spoken to them 
since the end of last duck 
season. On that day, I got 
a little angry at them for 
letting too much frigid 
water in. Crazy, huh? 
Especially, after all we’ve 
been through.

The good news is I’ve 
had a winter to think 
about our relationship. 
And in that time, I came 
to realize that those 
waders just might have 
good reason to be mad at 
me too. Plenty of reasons 
actually.

Being an angler’s or 
hunter’s set of waders is 
not an easy job. Heck, if 
reincarnation actually 
existed, I would never 
want to come back as a 
pair.

Waders, after all, are 
designed to keep fluid out. 

Which also means that 
they are pretty good at 
keeping fluid in. This can 
be an issue when you are 
chest deep in water and 
casting a fly when a moose 
cow and calf swim around 
the corner.

And though some 
waders are made of 
“breathable” material, 
they don’t let out nearly 
enough air to make 
conditions inside them 
hospitable to any form of 
life, especially if you had 
beans and wieners the 
night before.

We don’t just torture 
our waders on the inside, 
either. We abuse them on 
the outside too. We think 
nothing of wading or 
walking in them through 
areas with sharp jagged 
rocks and pointed sticks 
or ice. And we don’t think 
twice about throwing 
them in the back of our 
vehicles among all sorts 
of abrasive, corrosive, or 
sharp things.  Few of us 
clean them properly or let 
them dry out the way they 

should either.
So, is it any wonders 

they go sour on us? Liter-
ally.

The point is that the 
relationship an angler 
or hunter has with their 
waders is not a one-way 
street. If truth be told, we 
get way more out of the 
bargain than our waders 
do. 

They keep up warm 
and dry and protect us 
from things like leeches, 
hellgrammites and barbed 
wire. We just show them 
our worst side every time 
we meet. 

This got me thinking 
that I should probably 
appreciate my old waders 
a little more and maybe 
even try to fix the relation-
ship.

So, later this afternoon, 
I’m going to the basement 
to spend a little time with 
my old waders. We’ll 
reminisce about the good 
times, have a few laughs, 
and work on our relation-
ship. Hopefully, it’s not 
too late to patch things up. 

You know you need 
a new set of waders 

when you can hang them 
open side up from a tree 
over the garden, fill them 
with water and use them 
as a sprinkler. This is the 
point I am at with my old 
waders.

Those old neoprene 
pants, which have served 
me well for many seasons 
of trout fishing and duck 
hunting, are now holier 
than the Pope.

All this is to say, as 
much as I hate to admit it, 
I need a new set of waders.

This pains me. Mostly 
because a new pair of 
waders of the quality I 
need are expensive. Sure, 
I could convince myself to 
spend that kind of money, 
if I amortized the cost over 
20 years. But deep down, 
I know it’s about more 
than mere money. Lately, 
I have come to the reali-
zation that I have a deep, 
sentimental attachment 
to that old pair of waders. 
I’d rather not throw them 
aside.

An extension to the top of the 
Eiffel Tower in Paris was 
explored by city officials that 
would add the form of a huge 
flower as a means to further 
their brand as the city of love.

The Eiffel Tower was built with 
a twenty-year permit to use 
the land. It was to be 
dismantled until it’s use as a 
wireless signal transmission 
was discovered.

The Eiffel Tower attracts 
lightning hits on average of 
five times per year and doesn’t 
hurt the structure or pose a 
risk to the public. 

 ↆ LAST WEEK: 
Truth: You get to keep the vessel of this calorie-filled cocktail of 
chocolate-based Pina Colada garnished with a snickers bar. You will 
find it at Rock and Rita’s in the Circus Circus Hotel & Casino in Las 
Vegas. 
Truth: Based on data from 115 countries, the Margarita is the king of 
cocktails. It was the most-searched for in over 30 countries and gets 
550 thousand worldwide searches a month. 
Lie: The only way to sober up is giving your body time to break down 
the alcohol in your system. Caffeine may make you feel alert and 
awake, but doesn’t help process alcohol faster. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

That should have been 
a disaster for Orbán, who 
rivals Donald Trump in 
his fanboy adulation of 
Putin. He even had to 
slam into reverse gear and 
let 450,000 Ukrainian 
refugees into the country. 
That’s only a fifth as many 
as Poland has taken, but 
it’s 30 times as many as 
the United Kingdom has 
accepted so he’s safely in 
the middle of the Euro-
pean pack.

He was just as quick 
in switching his foreign 
policy narrative. Instead 

of holding off the Muslim 
hordes, now he was 
keeping Hungary out of 
the war in Ukraine. “The 
opposition has lost its 
mind,” he said in rally on 
March 15. 

“They would walk 
into a cruel, bloody and 
protracted war and they 
want to send Hungarian 
troops and guns to the 
front-line. We can’t let 
this happen. Not a single 
Hungarian can get caught 
between the Ukrainian 
anvil and the Russian 
hammer.”

It’s all nonsense, of 

→ FROM 6

DYER: Orbán is talking nonsense, but it’s resonating with voters there

Canada ranged from a low 
of 29.7 per cent in Alberta 
to a high of 60.2 per cent 
in Nova Scotia, and was 
40.4 per cent for Canada 
as a whole. In Ontario, the 
number was 38.8 per cent, 
up from 35.8 in 2007.

If you work in the 
private sector, you’re 
making up to $9,000 less 
per year, and working up 
to six hours more each 
week, than someone 
doing the same job for the 
government, according to 
the Canadian Federation 

course. The opposition 
coalition never said any 
such thing, and Hungary 
is a member of the NATO 
alliance, which constantly 
declares that under no 
circumstances will it get 
directly involved in the 
war in Ukraine. Hungary 
couldn’t send troops into 
Ukraine even if it wanted 
to.

But it worked. By 
mid-March Fidesz was 
leading the opposition 
alliance by a clear eight 
per cent, although more 
recent polls have shown 
Orbán’s lead narrowing. 

For a people with a repu-
tation for being clever, 
even cunning – ‘ the only 
people who can go into 
a revolving door behind 
you, and come out of it in 
front of you’ – Hungarians 
are embarrassingly naive.

Could this be a clue 
to why some countries 
get seduced by these 
manipulative would-be 
autocrats while others do 
not? Are Americans more 
naive than Canadians? 
Are Russians more easily 
fooled than Ukrainians? 
Food for thought, but I’ve 
said enough.

→ FROM 7

KANNON: This is the gap that taxpayers should be most worried about
of Independent Business, 
pointing to a huge wage 
and benefits advantage for 
public sector workers over 
the rest of us.

When salaries, benefits 
and working hours are 
factored in, the average 
federal, provincial or 

municipal employee 
makes 18-37 per cent 
more than someone 
doing the same job in a 
private business. All that 
sunshine is enough to 
make a few of us get hot 
under the collar, just as 
intended. 

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

WOOLWICH AND 
WELLESLEY TOWN-
SHIPS CONTRIBUTED 16 
members to a list of people 
on the public dime who 
earned more than $100,000 
in 2021. 

Across Ontario, the list 
– which includes doctors, 
nurses, teachers, police and 
firefighters in addition 
to civil servants – some 

Annual public-sector sunshine list growing in leaps and bounds
244,000 workers, up 19 per 
cent from 205,000 in 2020. 
The provincial government 
attributes 92 per cent of 
the additions to teachers’ 
salaries.

The provincially 
mandated salary infor-
mation, known as the 
sunshine list, was released 
this week.

Topping the list again 
in 2021 was the CEO of 
Ontario Power Generation 
(OPG), Kenneth Hartwick, 

who was paid$1,628,246.
In Woolwich, chief 

administrative officer 
David Brenneman was 
the highest paid of town-
ship employees, taking 
in $159,524.14. Director of 
finance/treasurer Rich-
ard Petherick received 
$123,830.28, while now-re-
tired clerk Val Hummel 
took in $120,646.61. Recre-
ation director Ann McAr-
thur received $125,252.99. 
Director of infrastructure 

Jared Puppe received 
$126,174.48. Now-retired 
fire chief Dale Martin 
got $114,928.04, while 
his successor and former 
deputy chief Dennis Aldous 
was paid $104,075.96. 
Manager of planning 
Jeremy Vink was paid 
$110,119.23. Chief building 
office David Heuchert 
received $106,590.99 and 
manager of operations 
Carter Maguire was paid 
$111,891.80.

In Wellesley, chief 
administrative officer 
Rik Louwagie was paid 
$146,470. Clerk Grace Kosch 
made $108,013.74. Chief 
building official Darryl 
Denny, director of planning 
Geoff Vanderbaaren and 
fire chief Paul Redman each 
received $107,899.39. Direc-
tor of public works Chris 
Cook made $101,432.07.

The regional government 
had 481 people on the list, 
an additional 65 over 2020. 

Chief administrative officer 
Bruce Lauckner was paid 
$315,412.40. The Waterloo 
Regional Police reported 
730 people making more 
than $100,000, up from 
672 the year before. Chief 
Bryan Larkin headed the 
list at $375,080, up from 
$330,811.23 in 2020.

When first introduced 
in 1996, the list contained 
4,319 names. Inflation is 
responsible for much of the 
increase.

Reach local 
people at the 
right time 
every week.
Get a complete package of local news 
coverage you won't find anywhere else 
delivered free to homes in Woolwich, 
Wellesley and Waterloo.  
Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 or email 
donna@woolwichobserver.com to invest in your busi-
ness marketing/branding with space in the Observer.
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BusinessBusiness Ontario’s doctors have ratified a new three-
year agreement with the province, cover-
ing the period betwen Apr. 1, 2021 through 
Mar. 31, 2024. Stemming from the pandemic 
experience, the deal incudes a permanent 
framework for virtual care by telephone and 
video.

Want to apply for a job but worried you won’t 
be considered because you don’t meet all 
the criteria? Well, now is the time, because 
according to a new poll from The Harris Poll, 
26% of Canadian companies say to deal with 
labour shortages and high employee turn-
over, they have hired people they otherwise 
would not have.

New deal for doctors A change of hiring pace

→ MCC 10

 John Head, executive director of MCC Ontario, and Debbie Sierstsema, manager of MCC Thrift’s Elmira location. Bill Atwood

Synthetic fertilizer 
is blamed for many 

environmental ills, such 
as algae blooms in water-
ways and contributing to 
greenhouse gas.

Some people want farm-
ers to simply stop using it 
and switch to more natural 
fertilizer, like manure.

And given the record 
prices farmers are paying 
for fertilizer, along with its 
threatened supplies owing 
to transportation and 
supply chain problems, I 
suspect farmers would be 
glad to get rid of synthetic 
fertilizer if they could. 

However, the reality 
is that they don’t get the 
same production out of 
their crops without it. 
Farmers want to be help 
curb emissions. But realis-
tically, synthetic fertilizer 
is likely to stay ingrained 
in modern, commercial 
agriculture for the foresee-
able future. 

However, that reality 
hasn’t stopped govern-
ments from forging ahead 
with ambitious climate 
change programs, that 
include significantly 
reduced fertilizer use. 

In Canada, almost two 
years ago the federal 
Liberals said that by 2030 
they want emissions from 
agriculture fertilizer cut 
by 30 per cent from 2020 
levels. At the time, they 
and other countries were 
trying to position them-
selves as clean, green 

global citizens committed 
to reducing greenhouse 
gas and trying to save the 
planet.

Of course, we all want to 
address climate problems. 
But the Canadian govern-
ment plans involved little 
consultation with farmers, 
the very people who will 
have to make changes, 
in ways that bureaucrats 
can’t fathom. 

The proposed cuts hit 
farmers right between 
the eyes. They’ve always 
maintained that Ottawa 
has some responsibility 
for the nation’s historic 
full-speed-ahead agricul-
tural production culture. 
Federal officials have long 
encouraged farmers to be 
as productive as possible, 
to feed the world and bring 
export market dollars back 
to Canada. Much of the 
Canadian economy hinges 
on this culture. 

Farmers abided. And 
now, famers say, if Ottawa 
wants to put the brakes on 
such a huge and long-ac-
cepted aspect of on-farm 
production, it should ante 
up.

Ottawa got the ball roll-
ing last week. Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada 
says it won’t order farm-
ers to use less fertilizer; 
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Mennonite Central Committee Thrift shops celebrate golden anniversary
Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THAT ITS THRIFT 
STORES HAVE helped 
fund Mennonite Central 
Committee projects 
around the world for 50 
years is due to the dedica-
tion of volunteer workers, 
says the executive director 
of MCC Ontario.

“The way this kind of 
business model works is 
because a large effort is 
by volunteers that work in 
the back or they’re work-
ing in the front. So the 

Working together:
A winning approach 
to curbing emissions

costs are very low, which 
just means that the net 
proceeds from the opera-
tion provide a significant 
amount of our overall 
budget and allow us to do 
what we do around the 
world,” said John Head as 
the organization cele-
brates the golden anni-
versary of its thrift-store 
operation.

Debbie Siertsema, 
general manager of the 
Elmira location, agreed.

“Our stores are 98 per 
cent run by volunteers. 
They’re a great commu-

nity that comes together 
that are not all Menno-
nites, because they want 
to work towards this end 
focus of relief, develop-
ment and peace,” Siert-
sema said.

MCC Thrift was started 
by four Manitoban 
women who opened what 
they thought would be 
a temporary location to 
receive clothing donations 
and raise money selling 
the items. Since that first 
shop opened in Altona, 
Man. in March of 1972, 
MCC Thrift has raised 

more than $300 million 
to help fund the myriad 
of activities undertaken 
by the charitable organi-
zation. 

“We thought after about 
six months, everyone 
would have cleaned out 
their closets and we’d be 
out of business, but as 
you can see, that’s not the 
case,” said Susan Gies-
brecht, one of the found-
ers in a release marking 50 
thrifty years.

“It grew much beyond 
what I or any of the four of 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

tender, juicy, tasty!

519-347-9999 • 82 Maddison St., W. Monkton, ON

to
reserve

call:

ALL STEAK MEALS 
INCLUDE A CHOICE OF 
MASHED POTATOES OR 
FRIES WITH VEGETABLES 

AND COLESLAW
DRINKS AND DESSERT ARE EXTRA

ADD MUSHROOMS TO 
ANY STEAK FOR $1.00

t-bone steak .....$24.99
rib steak................$23.99
n.y. steak ...............$21.99

april 7 & 8, 11 am – 7 pm

tender, juicy, tasty!
april 7 & 8, 11 am – 7 pm

triple choice steaks

DINNER SUBSTITUTES 
THURSDAY - BBQ CHICKEN BREAST OR MEATLOAF

FRIDAY -  BBQ CHICKEN BREAST OR FISH & CHIPS

two days!

INCLUDE A CHOICE OF 
MASHED POTATOES OR 
FRIES WITH VEGETABLES 

DRINKS AND DESSERT ARE EXTRA

ADD MUSHROOMS TO 
ANY STEAK FOR $1.00

april 7 & 8, 11 am – 7 pmapril 7 & 8, 11 am – 7 pm

Still thrifty at fifty

Celebrate Spring with a 20-Minute Makeover! 

Grab a bag, take 20 minutes with your family or small group and do a 
litter pick-up in your neighbourhood! What a great way to celebrate 
Earth Week – April 18-23. 

For larger groups looking to take on a bigger challenge, such as park or trail, 
please contact Ann for a location near you. Red garbage bags and cotton 
gloves available. Email: aroberts@woolwich.ca or Phone: 519-514-7027

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY 
CLEAN UP

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY 
CLEAN UP
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instead, it believes there 
are new technologies 
available, as well as exist-
ing on-farm practices in 
place, that can get the job 
done. 

It’s opened a survey to 
hear from farmers with 
their ideas about how to 
help cut back emissions.

This is a positive step 
forward. I can’t help 
feeling a little optimis-
tic about this grassroots 
approach. In the past, 

us thought it would grow 
into.”

While Head said there 
are thrift stores that use a 
similar model, MCC draws 
on its base of supporters. 

“We’ve opened locations 
where we have a lot of 
local support. The reason 
that we have such a strong 
volunteer base is because 
the local (community), 
particularly Mennonite 
churches, are very active 
volunteers in our thrift 
shop. In some cases, the 
volunteers that are very 
loyal might have been 
helped by MCC to immi-
grate to Canada when 
they were children. And 
they might be in their 70s 
or 80s now, so they have 
that legacy that impacted 
them,” he said.

MCC Thrift also has a 
commitment to sustain-
ability, Head explained.  

“One of the very import-
ant byproducts of thrift is 
not only generating funds, 
it’s to keep things out of a 
landfill – it provides a kind 
of a second life for all that 
you see there. So it gives 
families and households 
an opportunity to donate 

something, and then it 
gets reused rather than 
thrown out. We live in a 
kind of disposable society 
and mentality, which 
does not help at all with 
creation care, or some of 
the impact on our envi-
ronment.”

Being open to donations 
means the thrift stores 
see all kinds of items 
pass through their doors, 
including a live bird at one 
point, said Siertsema.

“That’s part of the 
fun part of when we’re 
receiving items…it’s like 
Christmas in that area. So 
what can we see or what’s 
unique and where is the 
value in some of that? We 
get lots of toys rotated 
through, and [I see] these 
are the old toys from, 
say, when I was young. 
And then there’s the toys 
from the next two or three 
generations. So it’s just 
fun to watch,” she said. 

(The live bird didn’t 
find itself on a store shelf. 
Rather, it was eventually 
taken to a rescue location.)

For the more valuable 
items the stores will host 
a silent auction, with 
Elmira’s auction hold-

ing several pieces, from 
rare Hot Wheels cars to 
Toronto Maple Leafs 
collector items.  

The 50th anniversary is 
worth celebrating because 
of its sustainability and 
importance to the wider 
MCC, Head noted.

“You look at what $300 
million has accomplished 
over the last 50 years in 
terms of providing relief 
and development and 
peace efforts around the 
world – it’s very, very 
significant. In Ontario, the 
thrift shops that we have 
here are probably about 
25 per cent of our total 
revenue,” he said.

The MCC is currently 
offering support to 
Ukrainans, he added. 

On a personal level, 
Siertsema said the volun-
teers are there because 
they want to help the 
world in some way. 

“Each of us are working 
here because we know 
it’s doing work further 
and beyond.…We know 
that we’re working for an 
organization that does 
important work in relief, 
development and peace,” 
she said. 

Ottawa has held round 
table discussions and 
summits to get farmer 
input on some matters. 
Often, that input was 
channelled through farm 
group representatives. 
Now, it could hardly be 
wider. 

I expect to see ideas 
that fully funded, others 
that are cost-shared and 
still some that are maybe 
free, obtainable with just 
a management change. In 
any event, the suggestions 

are bound to be practical, 
economical and imagina-
tive…much like farmers 
themselves.

This effort should ulti-
mately give Ottawa confi-
dence moving forward 
– provided, of course, it 
accepts some of the ideas 
it’s seeking, and acknowl-
edges them. 

If it does, this could be 
the start of an improved 
approach to climate 
change for the federal 
government and for 
farmers.

MCC: What was a temporary measure is now a fixture

ROBERTS: Survey wants farmers’s input on the issue 
→ FROM 9
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MCC Thrift’s Elmira store manager Debbie Siertsema (top) with a seasonally appropriate book offering 
at the shop. Above, scenes from the first MCC Thrift store in Altona, Manitoba. Bill Atwood/submitted

Join the Woolwich Community Health Centre 
(WCHC) Board of Directors

Woolwich Community Health Centre

Are you interested in the health of our rural community? Do you have knowledge or skills 
that you would like to contribute to building a healthier Woolwich, Wellesley and north 
Wilmot Townships? If so, then consider joining the Board of the Woolwich Community 
Health Centre!

Ontario’s health system faces many challenges in recovering from COVID response and in 
meeting the diverse needs of our growing rural community. As a significant local health 
agency, WCHC has a solid history of working with many multi-sector partners in shaping 
the future health and wellbeing of citizens, families and communities in rural Waterloo 
Region. Our strong, dedicated, skills-based Board of Directors plays a critical role in 
decision-making that impacts the current and future health of our rural community.
WCHC’s Nominating Committee is recruiting Board nominees for 2022-23. Board members 
reflect the community that WCHC serves:
• Residents from across the WCHC catchment area:

- All of Woolwich Township and Wellesley Township
- Parts of Perth County:  area bordered to the north by Perth Line 72, to the east by 

Perth Road 116, to the south by Perth Road 119, and to the west by Perth Road 121, 
and the area bordered to the north by Perth Line 56, to the east by Perth Road 103, to 
the south by Perth Line 43, and to the west by Perth Road 107

- Part of Wilmot Township: the area bordered to the north by Gerber Road (12), to the 
east by Wilmot Line, to the south by Snyder’s Road/Christner Road, including all 
Baden and Petersburg addresses, and to the west by Wilmot-Easthope Road. 

• Catchment-area residents with work or volunteer experiences in areas such as health 
and community services, business, farming, financial management, facilities manage-
ment, organization and board development, patient safety, or quality of healthcare.

• Catchment-area residents who are representative of, or work with, the priority popula-
tions that WCHC serves at its St. Jacobs, Wellesley and Linwood sites: Families with 
young children (0-6), Seniors (60+) and their caregivers, Rural and farming families, and 
Youth (14-19 years of age).

We welcome people who bring diverse backgrounds and experiences to help inform our 
focus on health equity. Board members do not have to be clients of the health centre. All 
Board members must be able to attend regular Board meetings on the 4th Monday 
evening of every month from September to June, and take part in at least one other 
Board committee. 

Please call Heather at (519) 664-3534, ext. 239 to receive a Board application package. 
Applications are due by Friday, April 15, 2022. All interested applicants will be 
required to attend a pre-orientation session which will be set for early April. 
For further information, please contact Rosslyn Bentley, Executive 
Director, at (519) 664-3794 ext 225 or rbentley@wchc.on.ca.

Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

HOSPITALS IN WATER-
LOO REGION ARE getting 
a funding boost of more 
than $13.6 million from 
the provincial govern-
ment, a share of the $572 
million that is being spent 
across the province to help 
reimburse hospitals for 
revenue lost during the 
pandemic. 

Cambridge Memorial 
Hospital will receive 
$2,957,500 while St Mary’s 
General Hospital is getting 
$2,539,638. Grand River 
Hospital is getting the 
largest amount, $8,155,752, 
for a total of $13,652,890.

“The funds provided 
will help ensure financial 
stability and support to 
continue the high quality 
patient care that people 
need and deserve,” said 
Kitchener-Conestoga MPP 
Mike Harris during last 
Fridays’ announcement at 
St. Mary’s Hospital. 

“We know that hospi-
tals have felt the finan-
cial challenges of this 
pandemic not only 
through direct costs, but 
also through the loss of 

Region hospitals to get $13.6 
million to help offset pandemic 

other forms of revenue.”
The pandemic saw 

hospitals lose revenue 
options such as parking, 
private room payments, 
retail services and conces-
sions.

“With the recognition 
that hospital revenues 
streams are impacted by 
the pandemic, the funding 
will support the resump-
tion of services,” said 
Trevor Clark, vice-presi-
dent of finance and corpo-
rate services at Cambridge 
Hospital.

Ron Gagon, CEO of 
Grand River Hospital said 
that the financial impact 
of COVID at GRH was 
“north of $100 million.

“At  GRH we typically 
generate almost 15 per 
cent of our total revenue 
from sources outside of 
the ministry. That wasn’t 
possible as we responded 
to COVID-19,” Gagnon 
said.

Lee Fairclough, presi-
dent of St. Mary’s, pointed 
to the pausing of surgeries 
and other services.

“[COVID-19] did also 
leave us with financial 
pressures. And so this 
announcement today, 

again, helps to keep 
hospitals whole, allows us 
to continue to deliver the 
care and to continue the 
recovery,” said Fairclough.

The hospital is increas-
ing the number of surger-
ies being done is “up over 
70 per cent,” she added. 

“Having healthy people 
is important for a strong 
economy and resilient 
communities,” said 
Kitchener Mayor Berry 
Vrbanovic.

“Additional investments 
and funding in health-
care and hospitals for our 
community will be critical 
going forward and in the 
future.”

“Ontario’s hospitals 
have been on the front-
lines of the COVID-19 
pandemic and our govern-
ment is using every tool 
at our disposal to ensure 
that they are supported,” 
said Minister of Health 
Christine Elliott in a 
release. “This funding will 
help ease the financial 
pressure on hospitals so 
that they can continue to 
provide high-quality care 
and ensure our health 
care system is prepared to 
respond to any scenario.”
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Welcome to the 222 Elmira Maple Syrup Festival

Though many of the 
pandemic restrictions 

were lifted this month, 
there was nowhere near 
enough time to switch 
gears: the Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival remains 
a virtual event on the 
weekend.

While there won’t be 
the usual activities on 
the mall, there are some 
in-person events to help 
mark the occasion. The 
EMSF committee is taking 
part in the “Elmira We Are 
Local” campaign, which 
includes a downtown 
Elmira scavenger hunt and 
the Taste the Countryside 

Festival remains online, but there are some in-person options
maple trail that provide 
those with cabin fever 
a chance to get out and 
about.

In that vein, they’ll be 
flipping some pancakes 
over at Rural Roots Brew-
ery in Elmira, which has 
Schticky Ale made with 
maple syrup, along with 
performances from seven 
bands and food vendors on 
hand. 

Some of the EMSF 
organizers will be making 
the rounds. Committee 
co-chair Doug McLean 
says he expects to get out 
to the Maple Weekend 

VIRTUAL
FESTIVAL ACTIVITY GUIDE

Welcome friends 
and neighbours 

to our 2022 Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival, virtual and 
in partnership with the 
Elmira BIA “We are Local” 
campaign.

We are very disappointed 
that we cannot welcome 
you to a traditional day 
of food, crafts, tours and 
activities in Elmira again 
this year. As a volunteer 

committee, the necessary 
planning time for a festival 
of 70,000 visitors was not 
possible due to the COVID-
19 restrictions and guide-
lines, as always the health 
and safety of our visitors 
and our volunteers is our 
top priority. 

Although we may not 
have our traditional 
festival, do not fret as we 
have plenty planned for 

you to enjoy! Make sure 
you check out our website 
– elmiramaplesyrup.com 
and look for us on Face-
book and Instagram to 
see everything we have 
planned! 

Wondering what to 
expect? Check out just 
some of the sweet things 
we have planned:
 Order pancakes for 

take out on April 2

 Watch Sappy Hour 
April 8 at 7 p.m.

 Purchase our annual 
Syrup Festival 
souvenir toy, 1:43 
scale 1941 Plym-
outh pickup truck

 Watch a video of 
maple syrup produc-
tion in the sugar bush

 Learn how to make 
maple taffy

 Purchase EMSF 

Festival swag
 Check out our 

vendors available 
and their products 

 Tour the Maple 
Syrup Museum

The Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival is celebrating 58 
years of raising money to 
support community orga-
nizations. To date, more 
than $1.7 ml has gone back 
in our community.

We recognize and 
sincerely thank all the 
sponsors that help make 
the festival possible and the 
community members, who 
volunteer in so many ways.

We thank you for your 
support in the past and 
look forward to welcoming 
you in person next year.

Jessica Bauer, Co-Chair
Doug McLean, Co-Chair 

A collectible souvenir dates back to 1987, with this year's offering being a 1941 Plymouth pickup truck.

The collectible is available at 
Premier Equipment in Elmira, the 
Elmira Bank of Montreal branch 
and Woolwich Visitor Services 
(519-669-6000)

→HIGHLIGHTS 17
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2022 VIRTUAL FESTIVAL

COLOUR ME, TAKE A PICTURE AND UPLOAD TO INSTAGRAM OR FACEBOOK WITH #EMSF22 AND @OBSERVERXTRA

 � The boiling point of maple syrup is 219 degrees Fahren-
heit, or seven degrees above the boiling point of water.

 � A single maple tree is capable of producing anywhere 
between 5 to 15 gallons (19 to 57 liters) of sap per 
season. It takes about 40 gallons (150 liters) of sap 
to produce a single gallon (3.8 liters) of maple syrup. 
This wide margin is dependent on a few factors, 
including weather, tree age and health. A healthy 
maple tree can produce sap for generations.

 � Commercial maple sap collecting is now mostly 
gathered with suction pump systems, not pails

 � While many picture maple sap being gath-

Maple Syrup Facts
ered by pails and spiles, this tradition is largely 
outdated, and most industrial maple tree farms 
rely on more sophisticated systems using suction 
pumps and tubes. This has been the primary 
maple sap-gathering method since the 1970s.

 � In WWII, Canadians were encouraged to sweeten 
recipes with maple syrup due to sugar rationing.

 � Due to rationing during the Second World War, Canadi-
ans were encouraged to sweeten their food with maple 
syrup instead of sugar. The country’s department of 
agriculture even released a collection of special wartime 
recipes that used maple syrup in lieu of processed sugar.

 � Maple syrup production is heavily weather-dependent

 � Like many agricultural crops, maple farming is very 
weather-dependent. Producers typically start 
tapping trees in early spring, when the trees and 
their sap begin to thaw. In a good year, the sugar-
ing season will last between four and six weeks.

 � The Iroquois people invented maple syrup

 � Maple syrup was invented by the Iroquois people 
who are indigenous to northeastern America. They 
pioneered the tapping technology that drew sap from 
the maple tree, as well as processing techniques 
for transforming it into syrup and sugar crystals.
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Details online at www.merryhillgolf.com
519-648-2831  |  2321 Shantz Station Rd., Breslau, ON

*HST extra, details online

2022 Season for Only $25*2022 Season for Only $25*

Save 25% 
on Green Fees & Rentals, 

Save 10% 
on Merchandise and in the Bistro 
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COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS

to our wonderful volunteers for 
making such a positive impact in our 
community, and to our community

for supporting the Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival. 

Community Care Concepts is proud 
to be a recipient of proceeds of the 

festival. Proceeds have supported our 
ability to offer programs and services 

that help seniors and adults with 
unique needs to live independently in 
their homes in Woolwich Township.

519.664.1900         1.855.664.1900
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You

rpmconstructionltd@yahoo.com

519-669-1217

rpmconstructionltd

@rpmconstructionltd

FAMILY RUN SINCE 1991 

DEDICATION • QUALITY • HONESTY • WORKMANSHIP

Full home renovations, outdoor living spaces, 
additions, kitchens, bathrooms, 

basements windows, doors & trim work

The Greater Kitchener Waterloo Chamber of Commerce 
has been a part of the community for over 130 years.
We continue to lead and live by our mission 
of “Business Building Community.”

Stay updated by connecting with us online!

Elmira Maple Syrup Festival
Proud Supporter of the 2022

Greater KW Chamber of Commerce @GKWCC greaterkwchamber.comGKWCC

Networking • Education • Member Discounts • Physician Recruitment

5 FORWELL ROAD, KITCHENER  |  (519)745-3250

Friendly Professional Staff - Locally Owned & Operated

Order online at www.rona.ca 
Curbside pick-up & Delivery Available

Store Hours Mon-Fri 7-6 & Sat 8-4

519-699-4641
www.freybc.com

COMMERCIAL  •  INDUSTRIAL  •  INSTITUTIONAL
AGRICULTURAL  •  RESIDENTIAL
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SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2022
CENTREINTHESQUARE.COM

SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2022
CENTREINTHESQUARE.COM

SAT, APRIL 30 @11AM & 2PM

CENTREINTHESQUARE.COM

FAMILY FUN IN THE STUDIO!

  
   
  
  
   Offset & Digital Printing   •

Variable Data Print (VDP)   • 
Creative Design   •

Photography  •
Web Page Design    •

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs, ON N0B 2N0 
Tel. 519-664-2263 • stjacobsprintery.com

2021

Whether 
selling or buying, 
Spring is a great 

time to move!

Melanie Beisel
Sales Representative

Love where you live, 
use a local REALTOR®

Let’s discuss your options 
with a no obligation 

consultation.

Direct: 519-590-0835   |   Office: 519-747-2040   |   mbeisel@royallepage.ca 

 Apple Fritters 
 April 
 Arena 
 Arthur
 Auxiliary Police
 Bus Tours 
 Candy Apples
 Carnival
 Collectibles 
 Committee
 Contest 

 Cotton Candy 
 Craft Show 
 Crowds
 Deep Fried 
 Elmira
 EMSF 
 Festival 
 Flapjack
 Food
 Fudge 
 Funnel Cake 

 Hand Made 
 Log Sawing 
 Maple Bush 
 Maple Cones 
 Maple Leaf 
 Maple Syrup 
 Mascot 
 Music
 Pancake 
 Parking 
 Petting Zoo

 Pickle
 Pies 
 Puppet Show 
 Quilts
 Sap Fest 
 Scouts 
 Shuttles 
 Sponsors 
 Spring 
 Sugar
 Tap Ceremony 

 Toy Show 
 Tractor Rides
 Tradition 
 Tree 
 Turkey Leg
 Virtual 
 Volunteers 
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PARTS + 
SELECTION 444

Locations to
Serve YOU!

www.goodautoparts.ca

CARQUEST 
ERIN

519-833-9785

CARQUEST 
FERGUS

519-843-1620

CARQUEST 
ARTHUR

519-848-2531

81 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-1533

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8:00 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 8:00 am – 1:00 pm

GOOD AUTO PARTS

Proud to support 
the Elmira Maple 

Syrup Festival
Support Local!

519.669.8888

Permanent garbage 
containers for 

your business or 
farm available. 

Support Local!

On Behalf of Council
and Staff at the
Township of Woolwich...

Welcome to the
2022 Virtual Elmira
Maple Syrup Festival

Sandy Shantz, Mayor

ELMIRA

Did you know?
The best healthy change you can make 

in your kitchen is to substitute extra-virgin 
olive oil for other fats

• Healthy Salad Dressing 
• Drizzle on roasted veggies
• Replace butter in baking eggs, grilled 

cheese, mashed potatoes, pasta and more...

Simple Changes 

Premium Aged 
Balsamic Vinegars 

Gourmet Extra 
Virgin Olive Oils 

2 Arthur St. S., Elmira
(Corner of Church and Arthur)

 226-600-3502 

Follow us

519-578-3777 TimLouisMP.caTim.Louis@parl.gc.ca TimLouisKitCon

TIM LOUIS Member of Parliament,
Kitchener-Conestoga

Elmira Maple Syrup Festival
A community tradition since 1965!

Congratulations

It was a later start than 
some years, but the 

maple syrup season is 
shaping up to be a good 
one, especially where 
quality is concerned. 

Depending on where 
they’re at in Ontario, 
producers are at different 
phases of collecting sap 
at this point, says John 
Williams, executive direc-
tor of the Ontario Maple 
Syrup Producers’ Associa-
tion (OMSPA), who runs an 
operation near Midland.

“The outlook for this 
season is good.  We’ve had 
a nice, cold winter, for 
the most part. And we’ve 
had some warm weather. 
Importantly, we’ve had 
snow on the ground – even 
down your way has had a 
fair amount of snow and 

After a later start, this year’s maple 
syrup season is shaping up well

frost in the ground,” he 
said.

Where producers in the 
southwestern portions 
of the province may be 
well along in the collec-
tion process, those in his 
area just got underway in 
mid-March. Those to the 
north started even later.

“Here, we’ve had 
actually fairly good sugar 
content early on, which is 
nice, too. That means less 
collecting and less boiling 
to get the same amount 
of syrup and nice sugar 
content coming into the 
trees,” Williams explained.

Locally, Bloomingda-
le-area producer Kevin 
Snyder is enjoying both 
good yields and quality 
from some 3,600 taps at 
his Snyder Heritage Farms 

operation. By the end of 
last week, quantities had 
already surpassed all of 
last year’s season, which 
saw poor yields through 
much of the province.

“We are operating away 
here. Because last year was 
such a poor production 
year, we’ve actually passed 
last year’s production 
already, which is nice,” 
he said, noting the mix 
of cooler and warmer 
weather has worked out 
generally well.

“The cold weather looks 
favourable because it’ll 
reset the trees to making it 
feel like winter, and then 
we should get another 
good shot of sap after 
that.”

It was a similar story 
with fellow Waterloo 

Wellington Maple Syrup 
Producers Association 
members Terry Hoover of 
Hoover’s Maple Syrup in 
Atwood, where things got 
rolling well in mid-March.

“We just nicely got 
rolling in the last week. We 
had three or four dribbles 
before – as one of the 
guys said, the sap wasn’t 
running, it was walking. 
To give you an idea, we get 
200 gallons an hour on an 
average run. And we were 
getting 80 or 90 – it was 
like just enough to turn the 
pumps on, so to speak,” he 
explained, noting produc-
ers are completely depen-
dent on the weather.

“It’s Mother Nature, and 
she never tells you ahead 
what she’s got up her 
sleeve.”

Bloomingdale's Kevin Snyder is president of the Waterloo Wellington Maple Syrup Producers Association.



16  |  E L M I R A  M A P L E  S Y R U P  F E S T I VA L THE OBSERVER | Thursday, March 31, 2022

Local Like You  | observerxtra.com

519•669•1611
www.josslin.com

Enjoy the 2022 
Virtual Festival!

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira

519-669-1591

AT 21 INDUSTRIAL DR.
PARKING AVAILABLE AT PIB LOT

7 BANDS, BEER
FEATURING "SCHTICKY ALE"
MADE WITH MAPLE SYRUP,

BOUNCE 99.5-ANGIE & SARGE LIVE
PANCAKES, MAPLE SYRUP

AND OTHER FOOD VENDORS
COMMEMORATIVE T SHIRTS

GAMES AND MORE!
COVER BY DONATIONCOVER BY DONATION

RURAL ROOTS PROUDLY PRESENTS

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

SATURDAY, APRIL 2ND 
9AM-10:30PM

SUPPORTING ELMIRA ORGANIZATIONS AFFECTED BY
CANCELLED MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVALS

Looking to grow your
business?
Website Design

Domain Names & Hosting Services 
Social Media Management

519-591-8801
Info@GeckoWebsites.com

MCC Thrift on Kent
50 Kent Ave, 

Kitchener

New Hamburg Thrift Centre
41 Heritage Dr. 
New Hamburg

MCC Thrift & Gift
59 Church St. W., 

Elmira

Volunteers are always welcome
MCC We Are Local

THE ELMIRA MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL

Living in this area, you 
don’t have to look far to 

spot a maple tree. Not all 
maples are created equal, 
however, when it comes to 
producing the syrup that 
is as Canadian as the flag 
that bears the maple leaf.

There are six species of 
sugar maple trees. They 
thrive on steep, rich soils 
and during long, bitter 
winters. Each autumn, the 
tree provides a spectacular 
treat when its leaves turn 
color, painting the land-
scape with yellow, orange 
and scarlet.

The sugar maple is king of syrupy trees
The main maple 

producing tree is known 
as the sugar maple, or hard 
maple, which is the best 
provider of the highest 
quality sap. It grows as tall 
as 100 feet and is valued 
for its ornamental shade. It 
is also used in the produc-
tion of fine furniture.

A few of the other main 
types of maple trees are the 
red maple, the silver maple 
(or soft maple) and the ash 
leafed maple (or box elder).

The sugar maple is the 
main producing tree. The 
sap from the sugar maple 

contains about two per 
cent sugar, while saps 
from others contain half 
to two thirds as much. As 
well, the syrup made from 
other saps are darker and 
less flavorful.

While these species 
of trees can be found in 
several areas of the world, 
they mainly find their 
proper climatic environ-
ment for maple sugaring in 
parts of southern Ontario, 
Quebec, the Maritimes in 
Canada as well as the New 
England States in the U.S. 
and ten other states as far 

west as Wisconsin and 
Minnesota.

Sugar maples can reach 
a tappable size, under the 
best conditions, in 30 to 40 
years. Carefully tapped, a 
tree will give, drop by drop, 
about 12 litres of sap on a 
warm spring day, and could 
continue to give sap for a 
century. During the maple 
sugaring season, which 
lasts about six weeks, an 
average maple tree will 
yield between 35 and 50 
litres of sap, which will 
produce between 1 and 1.5 
litres of pure maple syrup.

Albert Martin, who runs the Maple Syrup Museum in St. Jacobs, EMSF co-chair Doug McLean and festival mascot Flapjack.
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• RETAINING WALLS
• DRAINAGE TILES & REPAIRS,
   CATCH BASIN, ETC.

DENNIS KUEPFER
(519) 595-4362

 MILLBANK, Ontario

• SPECIALIZE IN SEPTIC SYSTEMS

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
 FOR 20 YEARS!

ACROSS
1. Process when sap runs
6. Start of season kickoff
7. Natural sweetener for
9. Typical time of sap 
season (2wrds)
11. Town known for 
maple syrup.
12. Best condition for 
sap flow (2wrds)
14. Ingredient removed from 
sap in boiling process
16. Large stainless steel 
evaporators also known as

18. Age of tree to be 
able to tap (2wrds)
21. Syrup producers who 
collect syrup by horse
23. Tool to tap tree
25. Collecting and 
processing sap
28. Type of maple also 
good for sap collecting
29. Elmira festival known 
for this (2wrds)
30. Best adjective 
for maple syrup
31. Is produced in 

boiling process
DOWN
2. Tree taps
3. Used to boil over campfire
4. Collected from tree
5. Largest supplier of 
maple syrup in the world
8. Stings in your eyes
10. Fuel used to boil 
sap in sugar shack
13. Best tree type for 
sap collection
15. Modern sap collec-
tion uses this.

17. Holds and reduces 
down sap.
19. Deciduous is a type of ___
20. Colour of maple 
that produces sap
22. US state with 
second highest yield of 
syrup in the world.
24. They turn red/
orange in the fall
26. Three types of syrup
27. Traditional sap 
collecting method

There is an Iroquois legend about the sap of the maple 
and how the chief, Woksis, first tasted it as a sweet 

syrup because he had an ingenious wife. 
Woksis was going hunting one day early in March. He 

yanked his tomahawk from the tree where he had hurled 
it the night before, and went off for the day. The weather 
turned warm and the gash in the tree, a maple, dripped 
sap into a vessel that happened to stand close to the 
trunk. Woksis’s wife, toward evening, needed water in 
which to boil their dinner. She saw the trough full of sap 
and thought that would save her a trip to get water. She 
was a careful woman and didn’t like to waste anything. 
She tasted it and found it good – a little sweet, but not 
bad – so she used it for cooking water.  

Woksis, when he came home from hunting, scented 
the inimitable maple aroma and, from far off, knew 
that something especially good was stewing. The water 
had boiled down to syrup, which sweetened their meal 
with maple. So, says the legend, was the happy practice 
inaugurated. 

Taken from: The Maple Sugar Book; Nearing, Helen 
and Scott, 1950 Schocken Books.

The legend of 
Chief Woksis

event at Hoover’s Maple 
Syrup, the festival’s 
producer of the year.

“We’re going to have the 
sugar bush online. We’re 
going to have the video 
or the information from 
Maple Syrup Museum in 
St. Jacobs online. We are 
offering our toy truck for 
sale,” says McLean of the 
online iteration of the 
festival. “We were going 
ahead with sappy hour 
– that was popular – and 
where we have the mall, 
people that are putting 
their information on our 
website advertising for 
people to come in to their 
place to gather things as 
opposed to meeting them 
on the mall. We are work-

ing on a 50/50 draw.”
Where last year the 

committee sold break-
fast-kit boxes as part of 
the fundraising effort, 
this year the idea is to 
sell merchandise such as 
toques, baseball caps and 
tree-tapping kits

“We have sap collecting 
buckets with our logo on, 
a sap-making kit that we 
have will be available for 
sale.”

As with the previous 
two years, sponsors have 
continued with their 
support for the festival, 
which typically raises tens 
of thousands of dollars for 
local charities. Last year, 
some $30,000 was raised 
despite the lack of in-per-
son activities.

While the EMSF 
committee has received 
inquiries over the last few 
weeks about returning 
to an in-person event, 
there simply isn’t enough 
time to switch gears, says 
McLean.

“Lead time is the real 
deal. Honestly, it takes six 
months for the festival to 
come together – you can’t 
do it in six weeks.  We have 
plans, when it appeared it 
wasn’t going to happen, to 
be a virtual festival again,” 
he says.

“There’ll be our virtual 
mall vendors that people 
can go to their websites 
and buy, and we will 
have the sugar bush tour 
online. We will have some 
swag online to purchase. 

There’s the taffy-making 
online and things of that 
nature, quite similar to last 
year. And, of course, we 
have our little toy and real 
life items for sale.”

This year’s toy 
collectible is a green 
1941 Plymouth pickup 
truck decaled up for the 
festival, a tradition that 
dates back to 1987. The 
collectible is available at 
Premier Equipment in 
Elmira, the Elmira Bank 
of Montreal branch and 
Woolwich Visitor Services 
(519-669-6000). A merch 
table is planned for the 
Rural Roots event, as 
well.

More details are avail-
able online at www.elmira-
maplesyrup.com.

HIGHLIGHTS: Though festival is virtual, there are some in-person activities
→FROM 11

newsmart.ca

Exclusive gear for newspaper 
readers now available.
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

ArtsArts Death From Above 1979 (DFA) this week 
marked the one-year anniversary of their 
latest album, Is 4 Lovers, by releasing two 
limited edition vinyl single, one featuring 
"Free Animal" on violet vinyl and the second 
featuring "Modern Guy" on baby blue vinyl. 
Both include the original track, as well as 
remixes. The band also announced a tour 
starting in October. 

Mary Catherine Pazzano performs the Doris 
Day Songbook Centennial Concert Apr. 1 
at the Registry Theatre in Kitchener. Born 
in 1922, Doris Day went on to become a 
reknowned singer and actress, covering The 
Great American Songbook ... and then some.
www.registrytheatre.com

DFA on vinyl 100 years of Day

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

WHAT IF YOU BOUGHT 
A painting in a thrift shop 
for a few dollars, later 
coming to believe it was 
a lost masterpiece worth 
millions? There have 
been a number of such 
cases, with the internet 
and shows like Antiques 
Road Show and American 
Pickers shining a light on 
the prospect of unearthed 
treasures.

One particular real-life 
case – a California woman 
who stumbled across what 
was later argued to be an 
original Jackson Pollock – 
became the basis of a play, 
Bakersfield Mist, that’s the 
latest production from the 
Elmira Theatre Company.

Since its premiere in 
2011, Bakersfield Mist has 

Looking to put a value on art, and other facets of life
Trevor Smith Diggins is art expert Lionel Percy and Jennifer Cornish is Maude Gutman in the ETC production of Bakersfield Mist, which opens Apr. 29. Submitted

been staged a number of 
times. In choosing the 
play, ETC is looking to put 
its own spin on the tale.

“As an actor I’ve learned 
through many years that 
basing your performance 
on some well-know 
person’s performance is 
a bad idea. As a director, 
perhaps even more so,” 
said director Brian Otto.

Although there have 
been numerous produc-
tions of the play, none 
of those would impact 
how Otto or the actors 
approach their perfor-
mance, he added. 

“Every production of a 
play is a new interpreta-
tion. Trying to copy what 
someone else has done 
before is rarely successful.” 

Based on true events, 
the play follows Maude 
Gutman (Jennifer 

Cornish) an unemployed 
bartender living in a trailer 
park who believes the 
painting she bought in a 
thrift store for $3 as a gag 
gift is really an undis-
covered Jackson Pollock 
worth millions. New York 
art historian and expert 
Lionel Percy (Trevor Smith 
Diggins) arrives at Maude’s 
trailer to evaluate the 
painting.

“Through the course 
of the play they come to 
know each other, make 
some connections to 
understand a little bit 
more about each other’s 
world. There’s comedy, 
there’s pathos, there’s 
some real soul baring and 
sharing, so there’s a lot to 
offer emotionally,” Otto 
explained.

Working with Cornish 
and Smith Diggins has 

been “wonderful,” said 
Otto.

“Both of them are really 
fine actors, two of the 
more respected and finer 
actors in the region, for 
sure, which has made my 
job as the director quite a 
bit easier. They have lots of 
ideas and lots of experi-
ences and lots of insights,” 
he said.

This play presents 
some unique challenges, 
particularly with Cornish’s 
character, Otto noted.  

“Jen and I have some 
pretty clear ideas of what 
the character is and what 
she is like. So in terms of 
the set and the costumes 
and the colours we’re 
choosing for this set, 
we’re using what we can 
as a character analysis 
of Martha. She is both…
the redneck trailer park 

character, but she’s also 
extremely perceptive and 
far more intelligent and 
informed than she at first 
appears.”

There are also a lot of 
elements that led ETC 
into choosing it as its next 
production. 

“There’s such a variety 
[and] there’s some really 
good humour. There’s 
something bordering 
on slapstick, I suppose 
in a couple of spots, but 
there’s also some extreme 
tension, some real serious 
confrontations between 
the two,” Otto added.

Playwright Stephen 
Sachs, founding artistic 
director of the Fountain 
Theatre in Los Angeles, 
drew on the real-life story 
of Teri Horton for Bakers-
field Mist. In 1991, Horton 
paid $5 for a painting at a 

thrift shop, intending it 
as a gag-gift to cheer up a 
friend. Informed by a local 
art teacher it might be a 
Pollock, she spent years 
looking to get it authen-
ticated before dying in 
2019 at the age of 86, the 
painting’s status still 
unknown. Despite being 
offered up to $9 million for 
the piece, she held out for 
$50 million. The painting 
remained unsold.

The ETC production 
of Sachs’ take on the tale, 
Bakersfield Mist, runs  
from April 29-May 14 at 
the organization’s Howard 
Avenue facility. Tickets 
and more information can 
be found online at www.
elmiratheatre.com. ETC 
is currently at 75 per cent 
capacity, and audience 
members will be required 
to wear masks.

Elmira Theatre Company returns with staging of Bakersfield Mist, which draws on real life for a clash of cultures

newsmart.ca

The store for newspaper readers.
Make a positive local statement everytime you put one on.

Visit our online store to discover exclusive Observer products. Every product purchase 
supports local news coverage in our communities reported by professional journalists.
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted

Farm Services
BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
WANTED - OLD 
CLOCKS, OLD RADIOS, 
old brewery items and 
trays such as Kuntz and 
Huether. Cash paid. Call 
519-570-6920.

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated general laborer. 
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general 
clean up. Early morning starts.

Competitive wage.

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more details.

Hiring a part-time delivery driver. 
1 - 3 days per week. Must be able to 

unload 60 lbs. Some very early 
starting times.

Help Wanted

Lorentz Farms Ltd.
Mill operators and night shift loader 

tractor driver/general labourer needed.
 

Some equipment operation required.  
Call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

SEASONAL
HELP WANTED

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

We are looking for the following 
qualifications in our candidate:

• Grade 12 Diploma or Equivalent
• Must have bookkeeping experience
• Intermediate to advanced knowledge in MS Office 

(Word, Excel, Power Point) is an asset
• Must have working knowledge of QuickBooks/Sage 

50/Simply Accounting
• Must speak English & have strong communication skills 

both written and verbal
• Self-motivated, thrives in small team environment & can 

work cooperatively with others

Call 226.660.0102 for more information, or send resume to 
info@businessassist.ca, website www.businessassist.ca

Bookkeeper, Full-time

Help Wanted

PART TIME COOK with a passion for 
food and the culinary industry. Our ideal 
candidate will have strong organizational 

and time management skills. 
Experience in Canadian Cuisine, 

especially homestyle meals. 

Resumes accepted by email: 
adminassistant@stjacobsplace.ca 

or in person at 10 Water Street, St Jacobs.

We’re Hiring!

   

We are a full line dealer for agricultural construction, turf and 
consumer products. We specialize in Kubota, Polaris, Claas and 
numerous short line brands. A service technician with the 
versatility to work on a variety of equipment would be an asset, 
although being specialized in small engine, farm or construction 
equipment would be considered as well.

SERVICE TECHNICIAN

SERVING YOU SINCE 

1965

Please supply resume 
in person or by mail to: 
Deboer’s Equipment Ltd. 
0519 Wellington Rd. 7, Elora ON
N0B 1S0
Or Email: 
reception@deboersequipment.com 

NOW HIRING FULL TIME
ROOF TRUSS ASSEMBLERS

Must be team oriented, ambitious & responsible
No experience required

Mar-Span offers competitive wages, production
bonuses and employee benefits.

Please apply with resume in person
or email resume to marv@marspan.com

We would like to thank all applicants, however
only those selected for interview will be contacted.

7221 Side Rd. 16 Drayton, ON

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Apply in person at Stemmler Meats in
 Heidelberg or email terry@stemmlermeats.ca

 

Part time driver needed for deliveries 2 or 3 
days a week. Needs to be reliable, friendly and 
have knowledge of Elmira, Kitchener/Waterloo, 

Cambridge, and Guelph areas. 
Requires a G License. Minimum two years’ 
experience driving a straight truck or larger. 

PART TIME DRIVER 

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Full time permanent 
positions available

at our apple processing plant in Elmira.

Line Workers
Forklift Operators 

Shift premium & benefi ts

Please send resume to:
hr@martinsapples.com 

Help Wanted

Help wanted 
and word ads 
continue on 

page 21
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with 
residual built in 

Serving KW and 
surrounding area

Thorncreek Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest 
Management 

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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BOOKING FOR 2022

(ELMIRA)

 ↆ L O C A L  S E R V I C E S

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

 ↆ R E A L  E S A T E

FREE

Call for details:
519-503-2753

HOME
EVALUATION

Listings Needed!
Thinking of Selling?
Listings Needed!
Thinking of Selling?

ACCREDITED 
SENIORS AGENT

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

ELMIRA -  Welcome to this Elmira Birdland Family home located on desired Pintail Drive! 
This custom-built bungalow is nestled in the trees on a 72' x 160’ lot (160 ft. at the deepest) 
and is a nature lover’s dream. Located in a family-friendly neighbourhood close to schools, 
parks & amenities, this home is perfect for a growing family, or someone looking to add a 
granny suite. This home offers a formal living room & dining room as well as a dinette off of 
the kitchen that opens to the sunken family room with gas fireplace. There are 3 fair-sized 
bedrooms, all located on the main floor, including a master with ensuite & walk-in closet. The 
basement was professionally finished in 2006! Pull up a barstool and stay a while at the 
beautiful wet bar with fridge, dishwasher, & ice machine. Enjoy the games room and pool 
table and then settle in for a movie in the rec room with gas fireplace. The basement also has 
a 3-piece bathroom, bedroom, laundry room, storage room and an office. Watch the world go 
by and catch the sunrise on your large covered front porch. The park-like backyard has mature 
trees and a deck, perfect for summer BBQs while entertaining friends & family. Parking for 2 
in the double garage as well as 4 vehicles in the reinforced concrete driveway, brand new in 
2021! The metal roof was done in 2007. This spacious bungalow could be just what you have 
been waiting for. Book a private viewing today!

$999,000$999,000
ELMIRA - This bright 2590 sq ft home will not leave you disappointed.  The vaulted ceiling in the 
foyer gives you that welcoming feeling the moment you walk through the door.  The main floor, 
with hardwood throughout, has an abundance of natural light.  The kitchen, equipped with a 
peninsula, and 2 pantries,  is open to the dining and living room, perfect for entertaining.   The 
living room, with its gas fireplace, is perfect for cozy movie nights!  The separate formal dining 
room could be used as an office, or playroom for small children, separate, but still in view.  The 
main floor also offers a 2-piece bathroom.  Upstairs, you will find 4 bedrooms including a master 
bedroom with a walk-in closet and ensuite bathroom. The largest bedroom at the front of the 
house, boasts a large arched window, (could easily be used as a family room or rec room).  A 
4-piece bath completes the upstairs.  The unfinished basement, with large windows and a rough 
in bathroom, is awaiting your personal design style.  Whether it be a recreation room, gym, home 
office or an in-law suite with the walk up to the garage.  Time to get creative!  Walk out from your 
dining area to the fully fenced back yard, with deck and gazebo, overlooking the stunning 
perennial gardens.  Perfect for summer BBQs with friends or family.  Room for those guests to 
park, with a 1.5 car garage and ample parking.  All of this within a short walk to Schools, Parks, 
shopping and Public Transit … Book your appointment today! 

$899,000$899,000 $899,000$899,000$899,000
MOOREFIELD -  This stunning 1825 sq foot bungalow was custom built in 2020 and has views of 
the countryside in every direction. Found on a winter maintained paved road, this 100 x 496 foot lot 
is just over one acre. As you walk in from the covered front porch, you will find a welcoming entrance 
open to the main living area. A few steps in, you won’t be disappointed by the spacious living room 
and dining room as well as a beautiful custom Chervin kitchen with quartz counter tops. The large 
windows on the main floor offer spectacular views while providing a bright atmosphere throughout. 
On one side of the home you will find 2 bedrooms and a 4-piece bathroom, perfect for guests or 
children. And nestled on the other side is the master bedroom with walk-in closet and 5-piece 
ensuite bathroom, which creates the perfect private oasis. It really is the ideal layout! Directly off of 
the 2 car garage is the conveniently located laundry room, making clean up a breeze when you come 
in from a long day. The basement has been partially framed and dry-walled with 2 additional 
bedrooms and a 4-piece roughed–in bathroom. Also in the basement is a huge unfinished rec room 
area as well as tons of storage space. Peace and serenity will find you in the back yard with a covered 
deck for BBQing and an expansive area to garden, homestead, or just run and play! With a treed area 
in the middle of the yard and more lawn space beyond that, the possibilities are endless. You will not 
want to miss out on this beautiful country haven. Book your private showing today!

$899,000$899,000$899,000$899,000
MOOREFIELD -  This stunning 1825 sq foot bungalow was custom built in 2020 and has views of 
the countryside in every direction. Found on a winter maintained paved road, this 100 x 496 foot lot 
is just over one acre. As you walk in from the covered front porch, you will find a welcoming entrance 

  This stunning 1825 sq foot bungalow was custom built in 2020 and has views of   This stunning 1825 sq foot bungalow was custom built in 2020 and has views of 
the countryside in every direction. Found on a winter maintained paved road, this 100 x 496 foot lot 
is just over one acre. As you walk in from the covered front porch, you will find a welcoming entrance 

  This stunning 1825 sq foot bungalow was custom built in 2020 and has views of 
the countryside in every direction. Found on a winter maintained paved road, this 100 x 496 foot lot 

SOLD

Apply in person or email Resume to  
info@stemmlermeats.ca

Looking for friendly, dependable, hardworking 
applicant for a Part-time or Fulltime Retail 

Meat Cutter Position. Daytime Hours. 
Experience required. 

RETAIL BUTCHER

Help Wanted

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

T H O U S A N D

Solutions for this week's puzzles.

 HARD

 EASY

Help wanted and word ads 
continued from page 19

Gelderman Landscape Services is looking 
to hire the following year-round positions 

for their Waterloo Team:

Landscape Maintenance 
CREW LEADERS, LEAD HANDS 

& CREW MEMBERS
Benefits: 
•   Full-time year-round positions
•   Competitive wages
•   Opportunities for continuous growth 

and development
•   Overtime Pay at 1.5X
•   Paid travel time between yard and job sites
•   Health and LTD Benefits
•   RRSP Benefits
•   Fun environment with regular team events

Qualifications: G license and previous 
experience is an asset.

Branch Address: 642 Colby Dr. Waterloo

To apply:  Please forward a resume to 
lisar@gelderman.com or call 905-689-6642.  

Visit us at: www.gelderman.com

We care for our team, our clients 
and take pride in our work!

Help Wanted

Wanted
BUYING ALL POCKET 
OR WRIST WATCHES, 
working or not. Omega 
I.W.C. Bretling, Rolex, 
Tudor, Patek, Univer-
sal, Hamilton, Ball, 
Howard etc, especially 
interested in vintage, 
gold & silver jewellery 
all coins & bank notes, 
all group of 7 paintings, 
scrap gold & sliver toys, 
military items. Call 
Terry @ 242-6900 or  
gallamore@golden.
net, fair honest prices. 
C o n f i d e n t i a l i t y 
assured. Have mask, 
will travel.

Automotive
2017 BLACK FORD 
EXPEDITION. 90,000 
kms, leather, excellent 
condition. $43,900.00. 
519-897-5230.

Rentals
TENNIS FACILITY 
PRIVATE CENTER 
court quality 60' x 
120' tennis facility 
available for hourly 
court bookings on 6th 
line in Ariss. Coaches 
looking. For more time 
to spend with their 
best clients will find 
our facility the perfect 
setting. Contact us at  
info@townlinetennis.ca 
or phone 519-501-1101 
for more information.

Trades & 
Services

LAWN ROLLING - 
RENTAL OR CUSTOM. 
2 machines available. 
Bomag 2600 lb or 
Wackerneuson 2000 
lb. Delivery available. 
Call 226-791-0921.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experi-
ence. Please call  
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.comFind this week's puzzles on page 26 and Bonus Puzzles  

in the Elmira Maple Syrup festival Feature!
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Woolwich Wildcats U18 LL1 hockey team were B-Division champions at the OCHL March Break Classic 
Tournament.  Submitted

The Woolwich Wildcats U10A rep team won the St. Catharines Warriors tournament, which took place 
Mar. 18-20. They went undefeated through five games, outscoring opponents 31-7, including a 2-0 
win in the final.   Submitted

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: James Foye 
Gondos (2), Alex 
Lloyd, Edwin Martin
ASSISTS: Aiden 
Basler, Nicholas 
Shardlow, Dexter 
Mannhardt
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL1

Mar/21/2022 vs 
Centre Wellington 
LL3
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Cooper 
Jones
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL1

Mar/23/2022 vs 
Centre Wellington 
LL3
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: James Foye 
Gondos (3), Austin 
Thompson, Alex 
Lloyd, Edwin Martin
ASSISTS: Matthew 
Wilkie, Logan 

Goodfellow, Bryden 
Schaefer, Aiden 
Basler, Nicholas 
Shardlow, Noah 
Gibson
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL1

Mar/25/2022 vs 
Woolwich U13 LL2
HOME: 8 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: James Foye 
Gondos (3), Alex 
Lloyd (2), Edwin 
Martin, Nicholas 
Shardlow, Brylee 
Patterson
ASSISTS: Bryden 
Schaefer (3), Keaton 
Gelata, Edwin Martin, 
Nicholas Shardlow, 
Aiden Basler, 
Alex Lloyd, Logan 
Goodfellow, Noah 
Gibson
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL1

Mar/26/2022 vs 
Centre Wellington 

LL4
HOME: 8 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Alex Lloyd 
(3), Cooper Jones 
(3), Aiden Basler, 
Edwin Martin
ASSISTS: Noah 
Gibson, James Foye 
Gondos, Bryden 
Schaefer, Austin 
Thompson, Matthew 
Wilkie, Olin Braun
 ■ PeeWee U13AE

Mar/26/2022 vs 
Oakville Rangers
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: Patrick Goetz
ASSISTS: Thomas 
McCarthy
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Mar/25/2022 vs 
Dundas Blues
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Cameron 
Fisher, Austin 
Dietrich, William 

Krubally
ASSISTS: Colton 
Brito, Matthew 
Kochut, Jaxon 
McGuire (2), Nolan 
Martin, Cruz Balog
Shutouts: Cohen 
Patterson
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Mar/26/2022 vs 
Owen Sound Jr. 
Attack
HOME: 8 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Reese Martin 
(2), Matthew Kochut, 
Cruz Balog, Jaxon 
McGuire, Colton 
Sinclair, Emmett 
Colwill, Colton Brito
ASSISTS: Colton 
Brito, Evan Hall, Cruz 
Balog, Matthew 
Kochut, Nolan 
Martin, Austin 
Dietrich, Mason Gear, 
Colton Sinclair

 ■ Midget LL#1
Mar/18/2022 vs 
Stirling Blues
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Myles 
Hunter, Lucas Radler, 
Sam Goebel, Preston 
Hackert (2), Tristan 
Kraemer
ASSISTS: Lucas 
Radler (2), Tristan 
Kraemer (3), Liam 
Hunter, Adam Pauls, 
Adam Short (2)
 ■ Midget LL#1

Mar/19/2022 vs Oro 
Thunder
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Tristan 
Kraemer, Preston 
Hackert (2), Hudson 
Haycock (2)
ASSISTS: Adam Pauls 
(2), Liam Hunter, 
Hudson Haycock, 
Preston Hackert, 

Adam Goebel
 ■ Midget LL#1

Mar/19/2022 vs 
Thorold
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Hudson 
Haycock
 ■ Midget LL#1

Mar/20/2022 vs Kent 
Cobras
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Owen 
Hackert (2), Adam 
Short, Lucas Radler, 
Preston Hackert
ASSISTS: Adam 
Pauls, Preston 
Hackert
Shutouts: Evan 
Sauve
WOOLWICH WILD 
 ■ PeeWee LL

Mar/26/2022 vs 
Woolwich Wild
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Leyna 

Schmalz
ASSISTS: Madison 
Gofton
 ■ Atom LL #1

Mar/26/2022 vs 
Guelph Gryphons
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Isla Dunn (2)
Atom LL#1
Mar/27/2022 vs 
Guelph Gryphons
HOME: 7 VISITOR: 6
GOALS: Isla Dunn (2), 
Brooke Wilson, Lexi 
Gaudet (2), Grace 
Jones (2)
ASSISTS: Lexi Gaudet 
(3), Brooke Wilson, 
Josie Hibbard
 ■ Atom LL#1

Mar/26/2022 
vs Grand River 
Mustangs
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Lexi Gaudet 
(2), Isla Dunn

jobs.observerxtra.com

Looking for work(ers)?

jobs.observerxtra.com

Looking for work(ers)?
Observer Job Board + Print = Maximum Exposure

Visit our newly launched full-service 
self-serve job board aimed to help local 
businesses connect with local people 
looking for work. Combine the power of the 
print and online and we’ll get you in front of 
our local audience.

� Employer dashboard to post & edit listings
� Add logo, images, video and links to listing
� Online applications or by link or email
� Featured listings - added exposure
� All listing pushed to social media
� 30 day listings
� Job notification alerts direct to email
� Purchase safely online with credit card

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS 

 ■ PeeWee U13 LL1
Mar/19/2022 vs 
Osprey Hawks
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: James Foye 
Gondos(2), Alex 
Lloyd(2), Nicholas 
Shardlow, Bryden 
Schaefer
ASSISTS: Alex Lloyd, 
Brylee Patterson, 
Olin Braun, Aiden 
Basler, Edwin Martin
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL1

Mar/19/2022 vs 
Clarington Thunder 4
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: James Foye 
Gondos (2)
ASSISTS: Matthew 
Wilkie
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL1

Mar/20/2022 vs 
Clarington Thunder 4
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 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M
Obituary

Death Notice

FELDPUSCH, ROBERT JAMES FELDPUSCH 
- Robert passed away peacefully at Park-
wood Mennonite Home on March 26, 2022, 
at the age of 78. Robert was raised in Elmira.

KUEPFER, PEARL BEATRICE - Surrounded 
by the love of her family, her heart's desire 
was met on March 24, 2022, at Heritage 
House, St Jacobs.

ROPP, DANIEL W.- Passed away peacefully 
surrounded by his family on March 24, 2022, 
at Nithview Community in New Hamburg. He 
was born 86 years ago in Wellesley Town-
ship and had resided in Wellesley.

Brubacher, Elizabeth 
Peacefully passed away at Country 
View Retirement Home on Saturday, 
March 26, 2022 in her 83rd year. Leaves 
to mourn brothers Isaac (Leona), 
Henry (Sarah) of RR 1, Wallenstein; 
Clarence (Elmeda), Emanuel (Velina) 
of RR 3, Wallenstein; and sister-in-law 
Lovina Brubacher of Mine Centre. 
Survived by 27 nieces and nephews. 
Also remembered by S elinda 
Brubacher. Predeceased by her 
parents John and Lovina Brubacher, 
brother Israel, sister Susannah, and 
one niece. Visitation took place at the 
home of Isaac Brubacher, 5764 Buehler 
Line, Wallenstein, on Monday, March 
28, 2022 from 1-4 and 6-8 p.m., and 
Tuesday, March 29, 2022 from 2-5 p.m. 
A private family service was held at 9 
a.m. on Wednesday, March 30, 2022 
at the home of Isaac Brubacher, then 
to Weaverland Mennonite Meeting 
House for burial and further service. 
A special thank you to the staff at 
Country View for the special care. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Ephraim D.M. 
Oct. 24, 1936 – Mar. 25, 2022

Peacefully at his home on Friday, 
March 25, 2022, Ephraim D.M. Martin 
of RR 4, Elmira, at the age of 85 
years, 5 months and 1 day. Husband 
of Annie (Weber) Martin, living in 
matrimony approximately 63 years. 
Father of Esther and Valina Martin 
of Wallenstein, Noah and Lovina 
Martin of RR 1, Holyrood, Lena and 
Peter Martin of RR 1, Linwood, Barbara 
and Elo Bowman of RR 3, Listowel, 
Naamon and Salema Martin of Val 
Gagne, Jonas and Lovina Martin of RR 
1, Wallenstein, and Urias and Selema 
Martin of RR 4, Elmira. Survived 
by 39 grandchildren and 32 great-
grandchildren. Also survived by his 
step mother-in-law Alice (Mrs. Noah) 
Weber of RR 1, Linwood. Brother of 
Selina and Simon Martin of RR 5, 
Lucknow, Ammon and Sarah Martin 
of Val Gagne, Oziah and Emma Martin 
of RR 3, Listowel, and Joseph and Ada 
Martin of RR 2, Massey. Brother-in-law 
of Valina (Mrs. Sidney) Martin of RR 3, 
Lindsay, Minerva (Mrs. David) Martin 
of RR 1, Elmira, and Henry and Irene 
Weber of Wellesley. Predeceased by his 
parents, Daniel and Hannah Martin, 
parents-in-law Noah and Lydia Weber, 
two great-grandchildren, sisters and 
brothers-in-law Adeline and Levi Frey, 
Sarah and Seranus Weber, Malinda 
and Ivan Sauder, and Annie Martin; 
brothers: Urias Martin, Sidney Martin, 
and David Martin, and sisters-in-law 
Velina (Mrs. Ammon) Martin, Erma 
(Mrs. Joseph) Martin, and sister-
in-law Selina Weber in childhood. 
Viewing took  place at the home of 
Urias and Selema Martin, 7253 Blind 
Line, RR 4, Elmira on Sunday, March 
27, 2022 from 2-5 and 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
and Monday, March 28, 2022 from 2-5 
p.m. Funeral service was held at the 
home on Tuesday, March 29, 2022 at 9 
a.m., then to Peel Mennonite Meeting 
House for burial and further service. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Margaret (Brubacher) Frey 
March 3, 1936 - March 27, 2022

Margaret passed away peacefully on 
Sunday, March 27, 2022 surrounded 
by her loving daughters at home 
in Elmira, at the age of 86 years. 
Predeceased by her dear husband 
Vernon (2000). Cherished mother 
of Cheryl (Bob) Clark, Gayle (Brian) 
Habermehl, Marilyn (Rob) Martin, 
and Kim Frey (Steve). Loving grandma 
to 14 grandchildren, Rachel (Allan), 
Jordan (Michelle); Grant (Amy), 
Jeremy (Kimberlee), Andrew, Travis; 
Jennifer (Russ), Scott (Danielle), Elycia 
(Jon), Tim (Laura); Kerry (Matt), Josh 
(Helen), Nicole (Jeff), Mike (Whitney) 
and 22 great-grandchildren, Sage, 
Meadow; Ella, Quinn, Evvy; Hudson, 
Brody, Madden, Daxton; Emmett, 
Breea, Scarlett; Audrey, Landon, Todd, 
Cody; Eli, Jesse; Mackenzie (Amanda); 
Wynter; Kyla and Rylee. Survived 
by her siblings Elsie (Leo) Martin, 
Don (Marie) Brubacher, and Audrey 
Brubacher. Predeceased by her parents 
Amos and Luella (Martin) Brubacher. 
Margaret is fondly remembered by her 
family, friends and neighbours. Mom 
and Dad farmed for over 30 years on 
the 10th of Peel until moving to Elmira. 
Family was very important to Mom 
and she planned many special events 
for everyone to enjoy together. She was 
an avid baker and blessed many with 
this gift. Mom was especially known 
for her butter tarts. Margaret’s warm 
smile will be remembered by many 
and she would never pass up a hug. 
Mom had many interests and a special 
love for flowers. She enjoyed keeping 
a full social calendar including time 
at the Elmira Seniors Centre playing 
cards and many other outings. Music 
was a big part of her life. She enjoyed 
puzzling, reading and playing games 
in her later years. Mom enjoyed many 
good healthy years but the past few 
had their challenges. Her determined 
spirit helped her overcome many 
trials. A special thanks to all teams 
involved with Mom’s care and support 
during her health journey. Visitation 
will be held on Wednesday, March 
30, 2022 from 1-4 and 6-9 p.m. at the 
Emmanuel Evangelical Missionary 
Church, 2 First St. W. Elmira. A 
private family interment will be held 
Thursday, March 31, 2022 at Bethel 
Mennonite Cemetery. A memorial 
service to celebrate Margaret’s life 
will be held at Emmanuel Evangelical 
Missionary Church on Thursday, 
March 31, 2022 at 1:30 p.m.  The service 
will be livestreamed and a link will 
be available on Margaret’s tribute 
page of the Dreisinger Funeral Home 
website. As expressions of sympathy 
donations to London Health Sciences 
Foundation or Crohn’s and Colitis of 
Canada would be appreciated and may 
be made through the funeral home. 
If you are able, a donation of blood 
to your local blood bank would be a 
lovely way to honour Margaret. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

ObituaryBirthday 

Conrad, Keitha Merle (nee Heubach)
On Saturday, March 26, 2022 at 
Wellington Terrace Long Term 
Care Home, Fergus in her 85th 
year, formerly of Elmira and Elora. 
Dear mother of Scott (Melissa) 
of Elora. Sister to Myrna (Paul) 
Schmalz of Elmira, Jan (Jack) Ellis of 
Saskatoon, and Len (Anne) Heubach 
of Kitchener. Also remembered by 
her nieces, nephews and  many 
friends. Predeceased by her husband 
Bill (2004) and her parents Les and 
Ruth Heubach. At Keitha’s request 
cremation has taken place. There 
will be no funeral home visitation 
or funeral service. A private family 
interment will take place at Elmira 
Union Cemetery at a later date. Many 
thanks to the staff and volunteers at 
Wellington Terrace for the wonderful 
compassionate care provided over the 
last four years. In Keitha’s memory, 
donations to Wellington Terrace Long 
Term Care Home or Alzheimer Society 
of Canada would be appreciated and 
may be made through the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Bright Lights, Big City,
+ a Small Town Kid!

Say Goodbye to your Teenage Wasteland Years!  
Here’s to many more adventures in the future!

Happy 20th Birthday Parker!
Love Mom, Dad, Finn and Billy

Stickers, buttons, 
flip pads, journals, 
mugs, pens, 
books, touques, 
caps & more.

newsmart.ca

Support your local newspaper.

LOCAL. INDEPENDENT. ALWAYS.
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here Police have charged a 25-year-old Wilmot 
Township man in connection to a collision on 
Oct. 20 involving two vehicles on Nafziger 
Road, near Erbs Road in Wilmot Township. A 
73-year-old passenger in the second vehicle 
later died in hospital, with the Wilmot man 
now charged with ‘careless driving cause 
death’ and ‘careless driving cause bodily 
harm.’

New Hamburg’s Neala A. Taylor was among 
nine Ontarians this week awarded the Minis-
ter of Veterans Affairs Commendation in 
recognition of their contributions in service 
to Canada’s veterans. Some 1,200 people 
have received the award since it was intro-
duced in 2001.

Charges in fatal collision Of service to veterans

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: Ever 
since I was a teenager and 
began menstruating, I 
seem to get headaches 
that come on around the 
fi rst day of my period. I am 
now in my 30s, and over 
the past year or so, they 
seem to be getting more 
severe and lasting longer 
-- sometimes up to three 
days. Why is this happen-
ing, and are there ways to 
prevent or treat it?

ANSWER: It is not 
uncommon for women 
to have headaches before 
and during their periods. 
These headaches often can 
be effectively controlled 
with medication and 
usually don't require 
in-depth evaluation. 
When there's a change 
in the severity or type of 
headache, though, then it 
is time to see your health 
care provider to find out 
if another underlying 
medical condition could 
be causing the headaches.

In most cases, head-
aches associated with 
menstruation are triggered 
by hormone changes. This 
is particularly true during 
the days leading up to a 
menstrual cycle, when 
estrogen levels fall rapidly. 
Prostaglandins, natural 
chemicals made in the 
lining of the uterus, play a 
role too.

Due to these changes, 
many women have mild 
headaches, along with 
other symptoms, like 
bloating and cramping, 
beginning just before 
the onset of a period and 
sometimes lasting a few 
days after it starts. These 
headaches tend to be mild. 
Over-the-counter pain 
medications are usually all 
that is needed to manage 

Headaches and 
menstruation

them.
In some women, though, 

the headaches that come 
with menstruation can be 
more severe. These head-
aches, called menstrual 
migraines, typically start 
two days before a period 
begins and can last until 
the third day of menses.

A migraine headache 
can cause intense throb-
bing or pulsing in one area 
of the head, along with 
nausea, vomiting, and 
extreme sensitivity to light 
and sound. A menstrual 
migraine differs from a 
nonmenstrual migraine 
in that it is not typically 
associated with aura. Aura 
can consist of flashing 
lights, blind spots in your 
vision, or numbness or 
tingling of your face or 
hand. Menstrual migraine 
pain also may be more 
severe, last longer and be 
less responsive to treat-
ment than a nonmenstrual 
migraine.

If you have menstrual 
migraine, your health care 
provider may recommend 
that you take a combined 
hormonal contraceptive. 
These contraceptives can 
help migraine headaches 
because they stabilize 
your estrogen levels and 
curb the hormone changes 
that can trigger an attack.

In addition to pregnancy 
prevention and migraine 
management, the use 
of combined hormonal 
contraceptives offers 
other benefits, too. They 
keep your menstrual cycle 
regular and can help treat 
acne and ovarian cysts. 

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THE EDSS ROBOTICS 
TEAM IS celebrating a 
very successful return to 
competition. The team 
took home first place 
at the FIRST Robotics 
competition held March 
27 at the University of 
Waterloo.

“It was really exciting. 
We made it to the finals by 
winning our third game of 
a two-out-of-three series 
in the semifinals with a 
tie. And in the event of a 
tie, the team with the least 
amount of penalty points 
gets the win for the match 
and so we just squeaked 
into the finals,” said team 
member Felicity Frey.

“That was a very excit-
ing moment for our team.”

The competition saw 
teams use their robots 
to shoot balls into an 
elevated goal, something 
that was challenging at 
the start, said Emma Cote.

“The robot just didn’t 
move during our first 
match. It was fine on the 
practice match, all the 
balls were going in, and 
our plan was working 
great. And then during the 
first match, the robot just 
didn’t move,” Cote said.

That plan has been 
in development since 
September, explained 
teacher Barbara Gaudet.

“The fall session is a 
lot of training. And so the 
build team learns how 

EDSS robotics team takes first 
place in return to competition

→ ROBOTICS 27

The EDSS team was the winner of a FIRST Robotics competition held Mar. 27 at the University of Waterloo. Submitted

Students were eager to get back into it, experiencing a nail-biter at UW

→ MAYO CLINIC 27

to use all the machines. 
And they do some proto-
typing of  some designs. 
[First was] like, ‘we think 
it’s going to have to do 
with football,’ so they 
prototyped how to pick 
up a football and that sort 
of thing. The build team 
and the design team were 
learning how to do the 
CAD design and ... the 
business team was doing 
fundraising and learning 
how to communicate with 
sponsors, learning how to 
create an effective presen-
tation,” Gaudet explained 
of the planning process.

“That’s so that every-
thing is [prepared] for 
when [the competi-
tion] does actually get 
announced in Janu-

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

You Go to the Chiropractor… 
Sometimes Your Vehicle Needs an Adjustment Too
Spring is a great time to get your car’s alignment inspected. As you hit rough 
roads & drive through pot holes left by a cold winter, it is possible that your 

vehicle could be out of alignment. This can make driving more diffi cult, shorten 
the lifespan of your tires and wear other parts prematurely. 

Every time your vehicle is here with us we inspect your alignment and will let you 
know if there are any adjustments that need to be made. If you have a specifi c 

concern with your alignment feel free to call us and we will be happy to schedule 
an appointment for you! 

ary. It is a challenging, 
condensed schedule,” she 
said.

Gaudet’s husband Eric 
works in software engi-
neering and is a volunteer 
with the team. He also 
emphasized the amount 
of work the students put 
in.

“On the software side, 
at least, you start from 
scratch with a lot of these 
students. You have 20 or 
30 interested software 
students and we’ll go 
through some really quick 
basics because we have to 
go pretty fast. It is really 
rewarding to see how they 
start from nothing over 
the months and over the 
years. They really grow 
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ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

TUESDAY, APRIL 5
▢ Downsizing/De-cluttering and Hoarding. Many of 
us like collecting household items. In some cases, 
collecting has taken over our life and becomes an 
issue. Do you feel that you need to unload your life-
time collections but have difficulty making decisions? 
Join Woolwich Community Health Centre at 6:30 pm 
via Zoom to learn ways to downsize and de-clutter 
your items. To receive your Zoom invitation for this 
virtual event email hradford@wchc.on.ca

FRIDAY, APRIL 15
▢ Good Friday Fish and Chips Park Fundraiser at the 
Maryhill Heritage Community Centre. Noon to 7 p.m., 
eat in or take-out, no reservations. 1 piece dinner 
$15 or 2 piece $17. Haddock with fresh cut fries , 
coleslaw, lemon and tartar sauce. 12 and under $8, 
dining in only. Dessert and refreshment available. 
Cash only. Call ahead for take-out orders advised 
519-648-2939.

THURSDAY, APRIL 21
▢ Run for Office at 6:30pm – registration required. 
Learn from working/seasoned local politicians about 
what it takes to serve. Keynote talks by Doug Grif-
fiths, Jack Lucas and Ken Seiling will inspire and 
inform your decision to get on the local ballot. Be 
informed and hear from the clerk’s dept. and have 
your questions answered by a panel of politicians. 
Open to all residents curious about local politics. Visit 
www.healthywoolwich.org/runforoffice to register 
and receive a link to participate.

FRIDAY, APRIL 22
▢ Theatre Wellesley presents "Proof." The show will 
be running on two consectutive weekends: April 
22,23, 24 and April 29, 30 and May 1. There will be 
matinee shows on April 23,24, 30, and May 1 at 2 
p.m.. Evening performances on April 22, 23, 29, 
30 will be at 8 p.m. All performances will be at The 
Wellesley Public Library. We ask that patrons attend-
ing the performances be masked. For more informa-
tion contact Allan Strong 519-502-1681.

▢ Elmira Legion's Turkey Stew Dinner. Pick up only 
from 5 p.m. to  6 p.m. Menu include turkey stew with 
garden salad, roll and dessert. $12/person. To order 
call Donna at 519-669-5894 by Wednesday, April 20.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27
▢ Senior's Community Dining at the Linwood 
Community Centre. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us at noon for lunch and fellow-
ship. Cost: $12 per person. Must pre-register by noon 
on April 22 by calling 519-664-1900. This event will 
adhere to the current provincial regulations that 
apply on the date of the event.   

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Homemade 
fruit leather

Have you ever eaten 
Fruit Roll-Ups? These 

chewy, fruity treats are 
produced by General Mills 
and have been in super-
markets since 1983. That's 
a long time. But rolled fruit 
snacks have actually been 
around far longer.

More than 100 years ago 
in New York City, a Syrian 
immigrant imported 
apricot paste and turned it 
into a fruit leather called 
amardeen. It came in 

large sheets, so when a 
customer wanted to buy 
some, they simply cut off 
a long piece and handed it 
to them.

Our 10-year-old recipe 
tester, Selah, said, "It 
smelled so good while 
cooking. It's amazing how 
it changed colors."

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Triple-Berry Fruit Leather
▢ Vegetable oil spray

▢ 4 cups mixed berries 
(blueberries, raspber-
ries and strawberries –
strawberries hulled and 
chopped)

▢ 2 large Granny Smith 
apples (8 ounces each), 
peeled, cored and 
chopped

▢ 1⁄4 cup sugar

1. Adjust oven rack 
to middle position 
and heat oven to 200 
degrees. Use a pencil 
and ruler to draw a 
14-by-11-inch rect-
angle on a large sheet 
of parchment paper. 
Flip parchment and 
place on a rimless 
baking sheet. Spray 
parchment evenly with 
vegetable oil spray.

2. Place berries in a 
blender jar followed 
by apples. Hold down 
pulse button for 1 
second, then release. 
Repeat until fruit is 
finely chopped, about 
10 1-second pulses, 
scraping down sides of 
blender jar with rubber 
spatula a few times.

3. Add sugar and 
replace lid. Process 
until very smooth, 
about 3 minutes, stop-
ping to scrape down 
sides of blender jar with 
rubber spatula halfway 
through processing.

4. Place a fine-mesh 
strainer over a large 
saucepan. Pour berry 
mixture through 
strainer into sauce-
pan. Use the back 
of a ladle to stir and 
press on mixture to 
get out as much liquid 
as possible; discard 
solids in strainer.

5. Bring mixture to a 
boil over medium-high 
heat. Reduce heat 
to medium-low and 
gently simmer, whisk-
ing often and lower-
ing heat if mixture 
begins to splatter, until 
mixture is thickened, 
about 30 minutes.

6. Pour mixture into a 

4-cup liquid measur-
ing cup. Mixture 
should measure 2 
cups. If it is more 
than 2 cups, return 
mixture to saucepan 
and continue to cook 
over medium-low 
heat until mixture 
measures 2 cups.

7. Pour berry mixture 
onto the center of 
the parchment-lined 
baking sheet. Use an 
icing spatula to spread 
mixture into an even 
layer to the edges of a 
14-by-11-inch rectan-
gle. Gently jiggle and 
tap the baking sheet on 
the counter to create 
a smooth, even layer.

8. Place baking sheet 
in oven and bake until 
mixture is set, 4 to 5 
hours. To check for 
doneness, remove 
baking sheet from oven 
and place on cooling 
rack. Gently touch 
center of fruit leather 
– it should feel dry but 
slightly tacky to touch, 
and fruit leather should 
peel away from parch-
ment cleanly. (If it's 
still too wet, use oven 
mitts to transfer baking 
sheet back to oven 
and continue baking.)

9. 9. Let fruit leather 
cool completely, about 
30 minutes. Use scis-
sors to cut fruit leather 
(along with parchment 
backing) crosswise into 
12 1-inch-wide strips 
(trimming away any 
dry edges as needed). 
Roll up fruit leather 
strips. Serve. (Fruit 
leather can be stored 
at room temperature 
in airtight container 
for up to two weeks.)

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT 
FUND: RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL 
NEEDS DUE TO COVID-19
Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 Woolwich Community Services
 Woolwich Counseling Centre
 Woolwich Community Health Centre
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordWord of the Week Find-A-Word THEME: BRITISH CASTLES

ACROSS
1. Splash guard
8. Marina sights
13. Deficiency 

of thiamin
14. Traffic directors
16. Reclusive
17. Stone foundation
18. ___ tide
19. Agreeing (with)
21. "Harper Valley ___"
22. Auction offering
25. Parts of soft 

palates
27. Genus of cacti
30. Sleep stage
31. Bad day for Caesar
34. Expert
35. Become narrower
37. Mustang, for short
38. Towel holder
39. Hang on the line
41. Elvis Presley's 

"___ Lost You"
42. Cartoon canine
44. Fowl place
45. Oui's opposite
46. ___ function
47. Neon, e.g.
48. ___ burger
50. Cause for a recall
52. Pressure 

unit: Abbr.
53. "I knew it!"

55. "Finnegans Wake" 
author James

57. Bond
61. Helios, for one
63. Emma Peel and 

John Steed
66. Fasten tightly
67. Aromatic

68. Mails
69. Chisholm Trail 

figures

DOWN
1. Only
2. Chemical compound

3. Engaging smile 
feature

4. Secretive org.
5. Affranchise
6. "Mi chiamano 

Mimi," e.g.
7. Pretty souvenir
8. Bailey's partner

9. Architectural 
projection

10. Dadaism founder
11. Ruining
12. Smack
13. Big ___
15. Jacuzzi
20. Cook too long
23. Best
24. Bygone title
26. Balloon filler
27. Quibbles
28. Dangerous bacteria
29. Superfluous
32. Ballade conclusion
33. Brouhaha
36. Buccaneer's crime
37. Memory units
40. Common request
43. Athletic supporter?
47. Crystal-filled rocks
49. Little laugh
51. Greenland sight
53. Donkey
54. Colours
56. At any time
58. Bad look
59. Cemetery sights
60. Approx.
62. Hunting tool
64. Tokyo, formerly
65. Guy Fawkes 

Day mo.

ACROSS
1. Roman shield
7. Vegas attraction
8. Slowly, to a 

conductor
9. Evenings
10. ___ fly

DOWN
1. Barely enough
2. Moslem judges.
3. Grammar topic
4. Close
5. Condos, e.g.
6. Bullwinkle, e.g.

 ABOYNE
 ACRE
 BODIAM
 BURGH
 COITY
 CORFE
 COWES

 DEAL
 DOON
 DOTE
 DROGO
 DUART
 DUNS
 ELCHO

 HOLT
 KAIM OF 
MATHERS
 KIELDER
 KNOCK
 LEEDS
 LEOD

 LEWES
 MAOL
 MAUD
 MAY
 MEY
 MOY
 ODO

 OER
 PENRITH
 PIEL
 POOL
 POWIS
 RABY
 RED

 RING
 ROCH
 STAR
 YESTER

CHAGRIN
a distress of mind caused by 

humiliation, disappointment, or failure.

22

If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

Take the stress 
out of family meal 
planning.

newsmart.ca

The store for newspaper readers.

This one year weekly planner will 
save you money, waste less food and 
save time during the week to spend 
more time with those you love.
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Corn & Tomato Clafouti
▢ 1⁄3 cup cornmeal

▢ 1 tsp. baking 
powder

▢ 1 Tbsp. each 
chives and parsley

▢ 4 large eggs

▢ 1 cup milk

▢ 1 cup corn kernels 
(frozen works fine)

▢ 1⁄2 tsp. chopped 

jalapeños

▢ 1 cup cherry toma-
toes, halved

▢ 1⁄2 cup shredded 
Gouda

1. Preheat oven to 375°F 

2. Mix together corn-
meal, baking powder, 
chives, parsley, salt and 
black pepper in large 
bowl. Whisk eggs with 
milk in separate bowl until 

combined; whisk into corn-
meal mixture until smooth. 
Stir in corn and jalapeños 

3. Pour into greased 
8-inch square glass 
baking dish. Sprinkle with 
tomatoes and cheese.

4. Bake until set and 
slightly puffed, about 30 
minutes. Run paring knife 
along edges of clafouti to 
release from baking dish. 
Let cool in pan on rack 5 
minutes before slicing.

Skipping right to a 
taste of summer

Almost April and still 
feels like spring isn’t 

coming, so we’re skipping 
ahead to a summer recipe!

A “clafouti” is actu-
ally a French dessert in 
which black cherries are 
suspended in a light batter 
and baked into a flan. 
Historically the pits were 
left in the cherries, which 
created a real nutty aroma 
as it baked. As this is in 
fact a nutty idea, now it is 
made with pitted cherries 
and sometimes almonds 
might be added to the 
mix to create the desired 
aroma!

A clafouti might be 
made with other fruits 
instead such as apples, 
peaches, blueberries, etc.

It would then be called 
a “peach clafouti” for 
example to signify the 
difference.

What we’re making 
today is a savoury light 
dinner version of the 
clafouti (which could 
be paired with a salad to 
make into a meal) and 

not only does it not have 
cherries, but is not really a 
clafouti at all!

Nevertheless, we’re 
making something  that 
has some similarities.

It’s not quite a clafouti 
and it’s not quite a quiche 
either, but either way it is 
delicious!

If one were to arrange 
the cherry tomatoes stra-
tegically around in the pan 
after adding the batter, 
it would then resemble 
the appearance of a true 
clafouti.

Either way, just eat it – 
it’s delicious!

ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of 
St. Jacobs, which hosts private events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast and lunch 
in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

CHEF   
DUFF 

Recipes from 
the chef's table

They also control heavy 
menstrual bleeding and 
can lessen menstrual pain.

Although headaches 
may occur with menstrua-
tion, a change in the qual-
ity, severity or timing of 
the headaches associated 
with your period could 
be a symptom of another 
medical concern. For some 
women, a change in these 
headaches signals the start 
of perimenopause – the 
time when a woman's 
body makes its natural 
transition toward perma-
nent infertility, or meno-

ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

9:30 am
Lent 5

Seeking God’s Ways:
From scarcity to abundance

Jonathan Brubacher Preaching

pause. Perimenopause can 
affect headaches because 
it causes new hormone 
fluctuations.

Perimenopause typi-
cally happens between 
ages 40 and 58. So at 38, 
it seems less likely that 
this is the cause of your 
headache changes. If your 
headaches are associated 
with changes in your 
menstrual cycle, hot 
flashes or night sweats, 
you may need to be 
evaluated for premature 
menopause. Other medi-
cal conditions, including 
sleep disorders, thyroid 

disease and pituitary 
disease, could be to blame 
instead.

Make an appointment 
to see your health care 
provider or a women's 
health specialist to have 
your condition assessed. If 
an underlying condition is 
the source of the problem, 
treatment for that disorder 
may help reduce or elimi-
nate your headaches.

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

MAYO CLINIC: Changes could indicate other concerns

→ FROM 24

/MTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHSFOR $9.95

RENT SOFT WATER

CULLIGAN.COM
519-744-2248 | 427 GAGE AVE. KITCHENER

INFO@CULLIGANWATER.CA

into knowing what they’re 
doing taking a leadership 
role,” he said.

This year was even more 
challenging with COVID 
restrictions, Frey said.

“The main challenge 
was lack of time – we lost 
a lot of main build time 
when we lost the three 
weeks to lockdown. So 

as soon as we were out of 
lockdown, we rushed to 
get things done, and we 
worked really hard to get 
the robot ready for compe-
tition,” she said.

After qualification 
matches that saw them 
team up with Woodland 
Christian High School, 
and squeaking by the 
semifinals the team won 

ROBOTICS: Students had to cover plenty of ground in 
order to field a competitive entry and emerge with a  win

→ FROM 24 the last two matches of the 
final to win the tourna-
ment. 

“So, again, nail-biting,” 
Barbara Gaudet said.

The win shows the 
students that these things 
can come together and 
effort does get reward, 
said Eric Gaudet.

“We often say it’s not 
about the robot, it’s not 
about winning – it’s about 
the whole experience, but 
it really is nice to have 
all their efforts rewarded 
because it is a lot of work. 
Everybody puts in a ton of 
hours for this program. ... 
It’s a pretty big commit-
ment for these students,” 
he said.

The robots in action at UW last Saturday. Submitted
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Stay Safe Lead the Way!

The mask mandate is lifting, 
which means we get to see each 
other’s beautiful faces again. 
Outdoors or in, the choice is now 
yours whether to mask or not. In 
any case, you’ll be seeing more 
faces of the people around you. 

If you or someone you know are experiencing an emotional crisis, 
please reach out for immediate support at 1.844.437.3247

HERE
��
SEVEN

Follow on Twitter @WWOlderAdults

519.664.1900         1.855.664.1900
COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS

For access to information services and support contact

Facing a 
New
The mask mandate is lifting, The mask mandate is lifting, The mask mandate is lifting, 
which means we get to see each which means we get to see each which means we get to see each 

Facing a Facing a Facing a 
New
Facing a 
New
Facing a Day 

• Wash hands regularly
• Cough and sneeze into your arm 
• Be in spaces with good air circulation 

(outdoors, window open indoors)
• Drink water 
• Breathe deeply 
• Exercise
•  Laugh and play 

Remember that masks are still required 
for public transit, congregate settings, 
Long Term Care homes, hospitals, 
healthcare settings and in some private 
businesses. Always check ahead, and keep 
a mask in our pocket or purse just in case. 
Please continue to be kind, compassionate 
and respect each other. 

So when you’re ready, 
no need to hide, 
Just Smile Wide

Masks or not, you can stay safe 
with good health practices 

The Home-Based Vaccination Program is 
for residents of Waterloo Region who face 
barriers in accessing the COVID-19 
vaccine through primary care, pharmacies 
and clinics. 
To request a home-based vaccine complete 
the Home-Based Vaccination Request 
Form on the Region of Waterloo website:
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/ph. If assistance 
is required to complete the form, please 
contact the Service First Call Centre at 
519-575-4400 (support is available in over 
200 languages), or have someone complete 
the form on your behalf.
A public health nurse will contact you 
directly (this can take over a week) to 
review your information and book an 
appointment. A public nurse will come to 
your home and administer an mNRA 
vaccine (Pfizer,-BioNTech or Moderna). 
This includes first, second or third doses 
based on availability. 

Accessible and In-home 
COVID-19 Vaccine 
Appointments Still Available. 

W W W. S O U R C E F L O O R I N G . C O M

SCAN ME

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

7” WIDE EUROPEAN7” WIDE EUROPEAN
AC5 COMMERCIAL GRADEAC5 COMMERCIAL GRADE

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

IN STOCK!

47” WIDE VINYL47” WIDE VINYL
STAIR TREADS STAIR TREADS 

STEP & RISER INCLUDEDSTEP & RISER INCLUDED

$$65659999
FROM EACH

VINYL &VINYL &
 LAMINATE  LAMINATE 

MOULDINGSMOULDINGS
100’S OF 100’S OF 

COLOURSCOLOURS
 IN STOCK! IN STOCK!

100’S OF NEW 100’S OF NEW 

AREAAREA
RUGSRUGS

8’ X 11 ’8’  X 11 ’
STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

$$199199

IN STOCK!

NOT EXACTLY
AS SHOWN

LUXURYLUXURY
CLICKCLICK
VINYLVINYL

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

4” X 16”4” X 16”
SUBWAYSUBWAY

TILESTILES

$$223939
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

5” WIDE 3/4” THICK 5” WIDE 3/4” THICK 
ENGINEEREDENGINEERED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD 

$$449999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

IN STOCK!

13”’  X 13”13”’  X 13”
PORCELAIN PORCELAIN 

TILESTILES

$$113939
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

IN STOCK!

ONTARIO’S LARGEST SELECTION OF ONTARIO’S LARGEST SELECTION OF 

IN STOCK IN STOCK 
FLOORING!FLOORING!

The Flynn family has donated $250,000 in support of the new Wellesley Township Recreation Centre. 
On hand for the presentation were Suzanne Flynn, Jim Flynn, Mayor Joe Nowak, Lucas Flynn, Garrett 
Flynn, Avery Flynn and capital campaign chair Chris Martin. Submitted

The craters of Barnswallow Drive in Elmira may have claimed another victim, as this buggy was 
sidelined with a broken wheel Monday afternoon.  Joe Merlihan
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