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Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

FINAL DESIGN PARAM-
ETERS FOR REHABIL-
ITATING the Peel Street 
bridge having been 
approved this week, Wool-
wich will look at sending 
the job out to tender later 
in the year.

The decision at Monday 

Woolwich moves ahead with pedestrian-only design of Peel St. bridge
Elliot Schleuter, Blaire Durrer, Brody Durrer and Reid Schleuter lend a hand during a tree-planting event May 5 at Bristow Creek Park in Elmira. Leah Gerber

night’s meeting came 
as councillors rejected 
a last-minute request 
to make allowance for 
snowmobile traffic on the 
structure.

Les Bauman of the 
Bridgeport Snowmobile 
Club found some sympa-
thy for his pitch to main-
tain the decades-old use of 
the bridge as part of local 

trails, but council was in no 
mood to re-open what had 
already been an at-time 
contentious process.

The bridge will be 
rebuilt to accommodate 
only pedestrians and 
cyclists, not motorized 
vehicles. The final design 
will include a centered 
walkway, wood deck and 
conventional railing that 

will retain the shell of the 
historical structure.

“I can’t see how we can 
open this up again,” said 
Coun. Larry Shantz, who 
along with fellow Ward 
3 representative Murray 
Martin had pushed for the 
crossing to be open for all 
vehicles.

Given Winterbourne 
residents’ calls to main-

tain the heritage value of 
the bridge and convert it 
for pedestrian use, council 
ultimately went that route, 
which was also the least 
expensive of the rehabil-
itation options. The cost 
of the repairs has been 
estimated at $1.1 million. 

Built in 1913, it’s one of 
the few steel truss bridges 
remaining in the area.

While Bauman’s bid 
to include provisions for 
snowmobiles got some 
support from Mayor Sandy 
Shantz and Coun. Scott 
McMillan, the prospect 
possibly scrapping the 
design work done to date 
and reopening the debate 
eventually scuttled the 
idea.

→ BRIDGE 5
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News tips are always welcome.
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Page ThreePage Three The use of Mill Street as a detour during 
the closer of Church Street East – soon to 
be repeated for the rest of the summer, at 
least – will come to an end later this month. 
Woolwich council voted Monday to close the 
stretch adjacent to Arthur Street to allow for 
a patio, repeating the pandemic measures.

The Elmira Sugar Kings claimed the provin-
cial Junior B title with a 4-0 victory over 
the Niagara Falls Canucks May 6, sealing 
a Sutherland Cup run in what was origi-
nally considered to be a rebuilding year.
From the May 14, 2004 edition of The Observer

On the patio again From the archives

TECH SALE
Save the Tax*

INKJET AND LASER 
PRINTER CARTRIDGES
HP, Canon, Epson, Brother, Lexmark 
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Region looks to expropriate lands for new roundabout
Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

REGION OF WATER-
LOO STAFF ARE seeking 
approval to expropriate 
land to build a roundabout 
at the intersection of 
Floradale Road and Line 
86 west of Elmira.

The roundabout was 
approved by council in 

Elmira native Tommy Mayberry, now executive director of the Centre for Teaching and Learning at the University of Alberta, will be giving 
a virtual talk on gender pronouns on May 18. Submitted

August 2021. 
“The original intersec-

tion was a two-way stop 
on Floradale Road, and 
through traffic on Line 
86.  Temporary traffic 
signals were subsequently 
installed as an interim 
measure. The intersec-
tion has experienced 
some serious collisions 
in the past and had three 

fatalities between 2002 
and 2011,” said Lynsey 
Slupeiks, a spokesperson 
for the region.

The expropriation 
process is the transfer of 
lands from a landowner 
to a government body 
without the landowner’s 
permission, but includes 
compensation.

“The goal [when expro-

priating land] is always to 
reach a fair and equitable 
agreement for both the 
property owner and the 
Region,” according to a 
regional property acquisi-
tion process information 
sheet.

“Such an agreement will 
provide compensation 
for the fair market value 
of the lands and address 

the project impacts (such 
as repairing or replacing 
landscaping, fencing, 
paving, etc.) such that 
the property owner 
will receive the value of 
the lands acquired and 
the restoration of their 
remaining property to the 
condition it was prior to 
the project.”

In this case, small → ROUNDABOUT 5

portions of land near the 
roads at the intersection 
are being expropriated in 
a permanent easement 
to allow regional staff 
to enter the land at any 
time for the purpose of 
installing and maintaining 
stormwater management 
infrastructure.

Construction on 

Talk about getting the pronouns right
Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

A FORMER ELMIRA 
RESIDENT IS undertak-
ing an effort to help those 
in Waterloo Region be a 
little more inclusive in 
their language. 

Tommy Mayberry, the 
executive director of the 
Centre for Teaching and 
Learning at the University 

of Alberta, is getting set to 
host a virtual talk through 
the regional library enti-
tled Gender Pronouns 
and Creating Cultures of 
Respect. 

“It all comes back to 
respect and it comes back 
to how we respectfully 
and responsibly engage 
with everybody and who 
they are as whole people,” 
said Mayberry, who uses 

the she/he/they 
pronouns.

The talk 
on May 18 at 
7 p.m. was 
born out of 
a tip sheet 
for pronoun 
use which 
Mayberry 
developed while 
they were a PhD 
candidate at the Univer-

sity of Waterloo. 
Given the more 

professional 
style of the 
workshop, it 
is for adults 
only, however 
Mayberry 

said younger 
generations are 

already more inclu-
sive in their language. 
→ PRONOUNS 5

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

A LOCAL FAMILY IS 
TRYING to raise aware-
ness of a little known 
yet fairly common birth 
defect. 

During the second 
trimester of pregnancy, 
Jessica and Dylan 
MacStraus were informed 
that their daughter has a 
congenital heart defect 
(CHD).

According to the 
Canadian Congenital 
Heart Alliance, CHD is 
a structural problem (or 
defect) in the heart that 
is present at birth. It is 
the most common type of 
major birth defect affect-
ing one in 80-100 Cana-
dian newborns. There are 
several different types 
of CHD each ranging in 
severity.

A doctor examining an 
ultrasound discovered the 
issue.

“At 20 weeks the heart is 
about the size of an acorn. 
So imagine how much 
smaller it is at 13 weeks. 

After daughter’s condition was 
discovered early, local couple is 
spreading awareness and raising funds

And at our 13-week 
ultrasound, they 
noticed that 
something 
didn’t look 
quite right. 
And we were 
referred to 
McMaster 
[hospital] for 
our 20-week 
ultrasound 
that they found 
this heart defect,” 
Jessica said.

“We were really lucky, 
but there’s a lot of kids 
being born without receiv-
ing this early diagnosis. 
And this is why we really 
want to raise awareness. 
We want people to be 
thinking of their 20-week 
scan as more than just a 
gender reveal and really 
thinking of it as that 
anatomy scan, which is 
what it’s meant for. ... It’s 
so important to be able 
to look and see if they 
can find any potential 
defects,” Jessica said.

The MacStraus’ daugh-
ter has hypoplastic left 

Taking the 
cause to heart

→ FUNDRAISER 4
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takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Turkey & Dressing or Ham includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert
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pre-order
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(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
May 18 - 21

Tereyaki Chicken or Hot Beef includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

$4.99

STRIPLOIN STEAK

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
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HOURS:
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MONTREAL MARINATED

... without blowing your budget.
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heart syndrome, meaning 
her left ventricle did not 
develop properly. This led 
to her pulmonary artery 
and aorta both coming out 
of her right ventricle. 

“Like any parent you 
want your kid to have the 
best possible quality of 
life. You want your kid to 
experience life as good if 
not better. So I think we 
were concerned about this 
robbing her of that in any 
way, shape or form,” Dylan 
said about learning the 
diagnosis.

The child has already 
had two surgeries, the first 
at four days old and the 
second at four months. 
A third surgery will take 
place at a later date. 

While medical science 
has come a long way in 
diagnosing and treating 
CHD, the surgeries are not 
a permanent fix, Jessica 
explained

“If we had been born 
with her heart defect, 
there’s a pretty solid 
chance that we wouldn’t 
be here today. So knowing 
how far things have come 
for her, but knowing that 
her surgeries are consid-
ered palliative surgery. 
There is no cure for 
congenital heart defects. 
This will be something that 
she will experience for the 
rest of her life,” she said.

To help raise aware-
ness Jessica has created 

an Instagram account to 
share their experiences 
as parents of a child with 
CHD. She also has been 
providing advice to newer 
parents who receive a 
diagnosis of the condition.

“Oftentimes when I’ve 
started talking with some-
body who’d received a new 
diagnosis, it turns into a 
little bit of a rapid-fire of 
questions because when 
you first get that diagnosis, 
you don’t really know what 
to ask or where to look. 
You’re shifting gears from 
planning a baby shower to 
planning a hospital stay,” 
she said.

“When you have a 
medically complex baby 
you don’t need the same 
sorts of things that you 
would need at home. 
You don’t need a ton of 
newborn sleepers, you 
need soothers and you 
need nap side sleepers, 
things that won’t irritate 
the incision, those kinds of 
things that you don’t really 
think about until you’re 
thrown into it. So it’s a lot 
of kind of in the moment, 
practical discussion and 
then a lot of support of, 
you know what we know 
it’s scary, but here we are. 
Our daughter’s 16 months 
old and she’s walking 
and she’s doing so many 
things that sometimes we 
forget that she has a heart 
defect,” she added.

They’ve also connected 

with adults living with 
CHD.

“What I really love about 
communicating with 
adults with CHD is the 
hope that they bring to 
it and the awareness so I 
think that there are some 
of the best advocates for 
continued care, especially 
for this adult congenital 
heart community that 
didn’t exist previously…
knowing that as our 
daughter gets older, she’s 
going to have questions 
and her questions when 
she’s three are going to be 
very different from her 
questions when she’s 14, or 
her questions when she’s 
going off to university. 
And knowing that there 
are other people who have 
paved the way for her to be 
successful it’s really heart-
warming,” she said.
“There’s more adults now 
living with congenital 
heart defects than babies 
being born and diagnosed. 
And there’s something 
pretty inspiring and 
hopeful about that,” added 
Dylan.

The MacStrauses 
recently conducted a 
fundraiser for SickKids 
Hospital in Toronto, where 
their daughter’s surgeries 
took place. 

“They’re due for an 
upgrade and they’re 
deserving of it, you know, 
and so I think that our 
thoughts were recogniz-

ing their efforts to build a 
new building and to keep 
up with the time, so to 
speak. We were hopeful to 
support that,” Dylan said.

The fundraiser coin-
cided with the anniver-
sary of the child’s second 
surgery, or heartiversary 
as it is known in the CHD 
circle.

“To date we’ve raised 
$600 over our $500 goal to 
Sick Kids and we are just 
over the moon about that 
and we look forward to 
seeing what else we can do 
for next year and how else 
we can continue to cele-
brate these big milestones. 
Any surgical intervention 
is really scary. It’s really 
switching that narrative 
from something that was 
really necessary but also 
really scary and changing 
it to something that’s really 
positive and taking an 
opportunity to reflect back 
on how far she’s come since 
that surgery,” Jessica said.

Like any hard challenge 
their experience provided 
a different view on the 
world, Dylan said.

“We take for granted 
having perfectly healthy 
hearts. I think as far as our 
assessment of life and how 
short it is, you know those 
sorts of pieces that I think 
happened pretty natu-
rally with that transition 
to becoming a parent. In 
many ways that lit a fire 
for us.

→FROM 3

FUNDRAISER: Giving back to SickKids for the support given to their daughter

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

AS THE FOOD TRUCK 
SEASON ramps up, an 
area business is hoping to 
use that as an opportunity 
to fundraise for the Dray-
ton Rotary Club.

Hometown Hot Dogs, 
owned and operated by 
the Giffin family, is host-
ing a “Food-A-Palooza” 
at the Drayton municipal 
parking lot on May 15. The 
event will feature several 
different food trucks, 
including S.W.A.T., Berlin, 
Big Jerk and Listow-
el-based company Sorry 
Sauce. Ten per cent of all 
food sales will be donated 
to the Rotary Club, and 
Sorry Sauce will donate $2 
for every bottle sold.

“It’s been a long winter. 
I think everybody could 
use a beautiful afternoon 
to see the neighbours and 
their friends and have 
some food,” said Christian 
Giffin.

The event is also offer-
ing up market space to 
crafters for $20 a spot, all 
of which will be donated to 
the Rotary Club. Custom 
t-shirt maker Twisted T’s 

Food trucks set to roll for Drayton Rotary Club fundraiser

will make an appearance, 
while By Request DJs will 
be providing entertain-
ment.

The money raised will 
be going to support the 
Drayton Rotary Park. 

“It’s going to be a big 
beautiful park. We’re going 
to be doing a lookout, as 
well, later on. We’re talking 
about doing a canoe 
launch. And it’s going to 
be a beautiful place for the 

people of Mapleton and 
Drayton to come in and 
relax and enjoy the space,” 
said Giffin, who is also a 
member of the club.

As this is a first-time 
event, he notes there’s no 
target for the fundraiser.

“The more food we can 
sell, the more money we 
can raise. I want every-
body to have a great day. I 
want our friends who are 
coming out to join us for 

the very first time to have a 
successful day,” he said.

“It’s a hard business 
running a mobile food 
business. I’d love to 
see them making some 
money. I’d love to see them 
making enough money 
where they can donate 
a nice amount of money 
to the Rotary Club and 
I’d like to make sure that 
they’re going to come back 
again,” Giffin added.

Rotary Club president Bob Bignel, Christian and Daniel Giffin of Hometown Hot Dogs, and Mapleton 
Mayor Gregg Davidson are looking forward to the Food-a-Palooza fundraising event May 15 in Dray-
ton, weather permitting. Bill Atwood
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Public Consultation Centre #2
Scheifele Bridge Replacement - 

Township of Woolwich
We want your feedback

Join the Public Consultation Centre (PCC) #2 by sharing your comments with us as we 
plan to replace the Sheifele Bridge that crosses over the Conestogo River in the 
Township of Woolwich.

This virtual public consultation is open from May 18 to June 8, 2022 at 
EngageWR.ca/scheifele- bridge-superstructure-replacement

What to expect

At this virtual PCC, the project team will post a presentation that includes a preferred 
alternative design that meets the improvement needs of Scheifele Bridge. We will 
share the findings of the Environmental Assessment (EA) in terms of the improvement 
needs, what other solutions were considered, how we evaluated all alternative 
solutions to reach a preferred alternative, and ask you to comment on the preferred 
alternative.

Public consultation

Visit our Scheifele Bridge project page at 
EngageWR.ca/scheifele-bridge-superstructure- replacement and complete the online 
survey by June 8 and include any other comments you would like to share with the 
project team. Project documents, including frequently asked questions, are also 
available. If you have any additional questions about the project, please email 
garry.leveck@stantec.com or kbrisbois@regionofwaterloo.ca.

Project background

The Region of Waterloo has 
conducted a Schedule C Municipal 
Class Environmental Assessment 
(Class EA) for the Scheifele Bridge 
Replacement on Regional Road 22 
(Northfield Drive at Conestogo 
River), in the Township of 
Woolwich. The structure 
replacement will address 
deteriorating infrastructure needs as 
well as provide opportunity an 
opportunity to provide enhanced 
pedestrian, cycling, and buggy 
facilities.

All interested parties are invited to 
complete the online survey and add 
any comments at the Region’s 
EngageWR project page by June 8, 
2022, or by email to either of the 
contacts listed.

If you would like further information on the project please contact:

Ken Brisbois, C. Tech. 
Region Project Manager 
Region of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 6th Floor 
Kitchener, ON N2G 4J3 
Telephone: 519-575-4606
Fax: 519-575-4430
kbrisbois@regionofwaterloo.ca

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups, and agencies 
regarding this project are collected to assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision. Under 
the “Municipal Act”, personal information such as name, address, telephone number and 
property location that may be included in a submission becomes part of the public record.

Garry E. Leveck, P.Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 
Stantec Consulting Ltd.
100-300 Hagey Boulevard 
Waterloo, ON N2L 0A4 
Telephone: 519-585-7316
Fax: 519-579-6733
garry.leveck@stantec.com

Engineering project 
supervisor Ryan Tucker 
told councillors accommo-
dating snowmobiles would 
require the reopening of 
the environmental assess-
ment process, reworking 
the design to keep pedes-
trians separated from the 
vehicles and incurring 
more costs.

Safety concerns mean 
the current narrow, 
centered laneway wouldn’t 
work, with liability becom-
ing an issue, said Tucker, 
stressing that motorized 

vehicles should be kept 
from the bridge.

“I think we have to keep 
it strictly for pedestrians 
and cyclists,” said Coun. 
Shantz.

The decision is in keep-
ing with earlier decisions 
that not only precluded 
motorized vehicles, but 
did not allow the bridge to 
be crossed by horse-drawn 
buggies. Staff maintained 
there was no way to accom-
modate buggies without 
the risk of motorized 
vehicles crossing it, noting 
many people don’t respect 

posted signs or load limits. 
Repairing the bridge to 
reinforce it for heavier 
vehicles would be cost-pro-
hibitive, and such usage 
would severely shorten its 
lifespan, staff found.

The construction work 
will be put out to tender 
later in the year to allow 
for a contractor to begin 
work over the winter 
if there are issues with 
in-river construction 
during the spring when 
adjustments might have 
to be made for aquatic life, 
said Tucker.

→FROM 1

BRIDGE: Last-minute appeal to accommodate 
snowmobiles finds council in no mood to reopen debate

“I do think in some 
ways younger generations 
today, especially teenagers 
and folks in high school, 
they’re definitely way 
more aware and on top of 
inclusive language and 
specifically gender iden-
tity and expression then 
older generations might 
be,” Mayberry said.

Inclusivity is really 
about making an effort, 
Mayberry said.

“It’s about meeting 
people where they are. 
Someone who you’ve 
known for your entire 
life, if they’re now telling 
you ‘this is my name, and 
these are my pronouns,’ 
they’re choosing to keep 
you on their journey. 
That’s a powerful gift that 
that person’s giving you 
because, of course, they 
don’t have to, as they’re 
learning who they are and 
becoming who they’re 
supposed to be. They’re 
choosing to keep you with 
them,” they said. 

The impact of someone 
using the wrong pronoun 
to refer to another is very 
personal, but can also be 
devastating, Mayberry 
said.

“Everybody has their 
own stories and has their 

own journeys and so we 
never can know that, 
which means even more, 
so we need to be respectful 
and responsible because 
we won’t know what some-
one’s been going through,” 
they said.

There are also people 
who will use a person’s 
non-preferred pronouns 
as a way of hate, Mayberry 
explained.

“Folks who have their 
baby name referred to 
them or folks who have the 
wrong pronoun referred to 
them, that can often feel 
really aggressive or really 
uncomfortable or embar-
rassing, or, depending on 
each individual person 
and different traumas 
or pieces they’ve gone 
through in their life with 
their gender and sex iden-
tities,” they said.

“I’d like to think that 
it’s a rare occurrence that 
people will purposefully 
do it but it does happen,” 
Mayberry added.

While the EDSS grad 
acknowledged that there 
are a number of issues – 
the increasing number 
of trans women killed 
being one – using inclu-
sive language is one step 
in solving these issues, 
Mayberry said. 

“Being able to do this 
kind of public community 
engagement work as a 
teacher, as somebody who 
is involved in public schol-
arship... if I’m able to bring 
this work to communities, 
and engage in what I call 
learning but also unlearn-
ing and relearning, we can 
hopefully keep moving 
forward as societies to 
places where we don’t see 
these things as needing to 
be killed. In my work, I talk 
about this at the level of 
language where if you can 
use words that take away 
someone’s humanity, 
you can actually make it 
easier to exterminate that 
person,” Mayberry said.

“My talk... may seem 
like a small drop in the 
bucket and yet at that level 
of language that’s where 
so much of this comes 
from. And so being able 
to engage in community 
conversations, being able 
to learn things differently, 
think of things differently 
and hopefully move past 
those biases and not hate 
as a society. We will be able 
to actually stop all of this 
that is happening.”

More information can 
be found online at the 
Region of Waterloo Library 
website, www.rwlibrary.ca.

→FROM 3

PRONOUNS: Former Elmira resident leads the discussion

the roundabout is 
expected to begin next 
summer, according to 
Slupeiks.

Anyone with objec-
tions to the expropria-
tion is asked to contact 
the region within 30 
days of the original 
notice given on May 3. 

In order to expro-
priate land, region 
staff must follow the 
provincial Expropria-
tions Act. There is an 
established hearing 
process the region and 
the landowner follow 
should there be any 
objections.

→FROM 1

ROUNDABOUT: Process open to public comments

Intersection of Floradale Road and Church Street was eventually 
signalized, but a roundabout is now proposed.  Leah Gerber
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FORM 2 EXPROPRIATIONS ACT
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 

APPROVAL TO EXPROPRIATE LAND
IN THE MATTER OF an application by THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF 
WATERLOO for approval to expropriate land, which is required for improvements at the 
intersection of Line 86 (Regional Road No. 86) and Floradale Road (Regional Road No. 
10), Woolwich Township, in The Regional Municipality of Waterloo.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that application has been made for approval to 
expropriate the land described as follows:

Fee Simple Partial Taking:
1.    Part of Lot 104, German Company Tract, being Part 1 on 58R-21350, (Part of PIN 

22211-0422 (LT)), Township of Woolwich, Regional Municipality of Waterloo (1525 
Floradale Road / 300 Line 86, Woolwich);

2.    Part Lot 105, German Company Tract, being Parts 3, 4 & 6 on 58R-21350, (Part of 
PIN 22233-0839 (LT)), Township of Woolwich, Regional Municipality of Waterloo 
(275 Church Street West, Woolwich);

3.    Part of Lot 112, German Company Tract, being Part 7 on 58R-21350, (Part of PIN 
22159-0006 (LT)), Township of Woolwich, Regional Municipality of Waterloo 
(southwest quadrant of the intersection of Line 86 and Floradale Road, Woolwich);

4.    Part of Lot 113, German Company Tract, being Part 8 on 58R-21350, (Part of PIN 
22211-0411 (LT)), Township of Woolwich, Regional Municipality of Waterloo (6805 
Line 86, Woolwich);

being in the Township of Woolwich, Regional Municipality of Waterloo

Permanent Easement - Drainage:
The right and easement, being an easement in gross, for itself, its successors and 
assigns and anyone authorized by it, in perpetuity to, at any time enter upon the 
following properties for purposes of constructing, installing, maintaining, inspecting, 
altering, moving, replacing, reconstructing, enlarging and repairing, as applicable, pipes, 
catch basins, swales, ditches and other works and appurtenances thereto for the 
purpose of the transfer or transmission and management of storm water, both above 
and below the ground and for every such purpose and for all purposes necessary or 
incidental to the exercise of the rights hereby created, through, over, upon, along and 
across the lands, and for all such purposes together with the free, unimpeded and 
unobstructed access for itself, its successors and assigns, servants, agents, contractors, 
workers and anyone authorized by it, and vehicles, supplies and equipment at all times 
and for all purposes and things necessary for or incidental to the exercise and enjoyment 
of the right and easement:
5.   Part Lot 105, German Company Tract, being Parts 2 & 5 on 58R-21350, (Part of PIN 

22233-0839 (LT)), Township of Woolwich, Regional Municipality of Waterloo (275 
Church Street West, Woolwich);

being in the Township of Woolwich, Regional Municipality of Waterloo
Any owner of lands in respect of which notice is given who desires an inquiry into 
whether the taking of such land is fair, sound and reasonably necessary in the 
achievement of the objectives of the expropriating authority shall so notify the 
approving authority in writing,
(a)   in the case of a registered owner, served 

personally or by registered mail within 
thirty days after the registered owner is 
served with the notice, or, when the 
registered owner is served by publication, 
within thirty days after the first 
publication of the notice;

(b)   in the case of an owner who is not a 
registered owner, within thirty days after 
the first publication of the notice.

The approving authority is:
The Council of The Regional Municipality of 
Waterloo c/o Regional Solicitor, Legal Services
150 Frederick Street, 8th Floor, Kitchener, 
Ontario N2G 4J3
THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF 
WATERLOO (EXPROPRIATING AUTHORITY)
Jeff Schelling, 
Regional Solicitor 

Note: General location only – not to scale. See 
Reference Plan 58R-21350 for detail
*****For clarity, please see the full details of this 
notice available on our Public Notices webpage at 
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/Modules/News/
Search.aspx?feedId=d190b4c1- 
d9d7-4cb8-bc36-f10bb4423ef7****

Appendix “A”

This notice first published on the 3rd day of 
May, 2022.

Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

PLANS TO PROVIDE 
WATERLOO REGIONAL 
Police with an additional 
$12.3 million have some 
groups saying the mental-
health funding would be 
better spent elsewhere.

“Overall, I’m glad that 
mental health crises are 
on the radar more often for 
these types of discussions, 
but I’m disappointed 
that this feels like it’s an 
expansion of policing, as 
opposed to support that 
might actually prevent or 
better support individu-
als experiencing such a 
crisis,” said community 
activist Melissa Bowman 
of the recent funding 
announcement by the 
province.

The bulk of the money 
($9.3 million) will be going 
to a crisis call diversion 
centre as an expansion 
to the Integrated Mobile 
Police and Crisis Team 
(IMPACT). IMPACT 
currently sees a frontline 
WRPS officer and some-
one from the Canadian 
Mental Health Association 
(CMHA) respond to calls. 
This program runs 20 
hours a day, seven days a 
week. 

The new call centre 
would have CMHA work-
ers in the communications 
centre to triage calls. 

“This would allow for 
calls related to mental 
health to be triaged 
through CMHA instead of 
generating a typical police 
response,” said WRPS 
public information officer 
Cst. Melissa Quarrie in an 
emailed statement.

At the time of the 
announcement, Chief 
Bryan Larkin stated that 
the call centre would 
“ensure further proactive 
upstreaming for those 
who require collaborative 
community support.” 

Not everyone was 
convinced, however.

“It’s not my understand-
ing of what proactive and 
upstream is at all. To me, 
this approach is just being 
on the reactive end of 
things, and not looking at 
what investments could 
we put in place that would 
better support individu-
als,” she said.

Judah Oudshoorn of 
Relocate Waterloo said 
more crisis response is 
needed, arguing that it 
should be non-police 
related, however.

“We need folks who are 
mental health workers, 
essentially people who 
have expertise in that area, 
to be able to respond to 
those calls. So now those 

types of programs don’t 
currently exist. What we 
actually need is some 
imagination, we need 
some creativity, we need 
some courage in this 
region for people to be able 
to develop that,” he said. 

Oudshoorn pointed to 
police-free models in the 
United States, includ-
ing Eugene, Oregon’s 
CAHOOTS (Crisis Assis-
tance Helping Out On 
The Streets), which 
was founded in 1989. 
CAHOOTS teams up a 
paramedic with a crisis 
worker who has significant 
training in the mental 
health field. 

“CAHOOTS staff are not 
law enforcement officers 
and do not carry weapons; 
their training and experi-
ence are the tools they use 
to ensure a non-violent 
resolution of crisis situa-
tions,” their website states. 

According to docu-
ments from the Eugene 
government, the program 
received five to eight per 
cent of calls diverted from 
police in 2019. It had at 
least some level of involve-
ment in 20,746 dispatch 
calls that year, while it had 
to receive police backup in 
311 cases.

“The community 
could do a tremendous 
amount with that funding 
if we were able to start 
a program that actually 
refers calls to a community 
mental health option,” 
Oudshoorn said.

Jennifer Lavoie is a 
professor in the crimi-
nology and psychology 
departments at Wilfrid 
Laurier University whose 
research specialises in 
police response to mental 
health calls.

While Lavoie said that 
she supports the new call 
diversion centre she is of 
the opinion that there are 
many calls that currently 
go to police that require 
more of a non-police 
approach. 

“The reason why the 
police service gets so many 
calls for mental health 
crises is because there’s 
no one or nowhere else to 
call. Police are a 24-hour, 
seven-day-a-week service. 
When people need help, 
they call the police 
because we do not have 
a mental health emer-
gency crisis service in our 
province. There is no one 
else to call other than the 
police. Unless a family can 
convince their loved one 
or that person goes to the 
ER to get services, that’s 
it. Those are basically our 
options. So people call the 
police out of necessity,” 
Lavoie said.

She added that there 
are times when police 
response is needed, such 
as when dispatchers deter-
mine there is a question of 
safety.

“If there is in fact a 
safety element at play…
then it might make sense 
to send a police officer 
to the scene in order to 
assist. There’s also the 
issue that the only people 
in the province who have 
the authority to appre-
hend under Section 17 of 
the Mental Health Act is a 
police officer.”

That said, Ontario 
police officers are not well 
trained in crisis response, 
Lavoie noted.

“I believe all frontline 
officers should absolutely 
be trained in specialized 
mental health responding 
in particular de-escalation 
techniques. The research 
bears that out quite well 
but officers still feel pretty 
uncertain when they go to 
these kinds of calls. And 
when you have an uncer-
tain officer responding 
to a mental health crisis 
call, that really increases 
the likelihood of use of 
force,” said Lavoie who is 
currently working with 
other experts to develop 
training.

Quarrie did not state 
what level of crisis 
response training WRPS 
offices currently get, nor 
did she say if they would 
receive more as a result of 
the new funding.

Oudshoorn doesn’t see 
a place for police respond-
ing to mental health calls 
even if they receive more 
training.

“All we’ve ever done in 
the history of policing is 
argue that what we need to 
do is improvze their train-
ing and improving train-
ing has never improved 
results,” he said.

Lavoie said she can 
understand the concern of 
just giving more money to 
police given the complex 
relationship between the 
mental health community 
and police, noting we need 
to remember the complex-
ities and nuances in these 
situations.

“It’s so easy to say 
‘defund the police’ or 
why are we giving more 
money to the police or 
‘erase police from these 
kinds of situations,’ but 
there’s actually layers and 
layers of complexity that 
we need to consider as a 
community with respect 
to the kinds of services 
that a person may require. 
We can’t gloss over things 
– we really need to dig a lot 
deeper on this issue,” she 
said.

Critics worry simply giving police more 
money won’t help mental health incidents
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MAY 4

3:33 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a theft from a 
vehicle. Personal prop-
erty was taken from the 
vehicle while the vehicle 
was parked in the area 
of Farmers Market Road 
in Woolwich Township. 
The theft is believed to 
have occurred sometime 
between 1:30 and 3:30 
p.m. The investigation 
is ongoing. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.  

MAY 5

4:29 AM | Police were 
contacted by a business 
on Maryhill Road in Wool-
wich Township, where 
windows had been broken 
sometime overnight. The 
investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. 

7:16 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a theft from 
a vehicle parked at an 
address on Notre Dame 
Avenue in Maryhill. The 
vehicle was unlocked and 
personal property was 
stolen. 

7:16 AM | Police received 

Waterloo Regional 
Police are holding an 
open house this weekend 
to mark Police Week.

The Police Week theme 
this year is Helping Build 
Safer Communities.

“As we head into Police 
Week next week, it is 
a time to celebrate our 
police members and the 
work they do to ensure 
the safety and well-being 
of Waterloo Region resi-

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Waterloo Regional Police hold open house this weekend
dents,” said Chief Bryan 
Larkin in a release. “The 
open house is a special 
day where families can 
enjoy a variety of activi-
ties and connect with our 
members and partners 
to learn how we can work 
together to build a safer 
community.” 

The event is being held 
at the Waterloo Regional 
Police Service’s head-
quarters on Saturday 

from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at 
200 Maple Grove Road in 
Cambridge. There will be 
a variety of activities and 
events including:

Demonstrations and 
displays from various 
police units including 
Canine, Forensic Identifi-
cation, Special Response, 
and Traffic Services,
• Music by Erick Traplin
• Kricket the Clown
• Rock climbing wall

the same kind of complaint 
from a resident of Isley 
Drive in Maryhill.

9:13 AM | Later that 
morning, police received 
a similar call about a theft 
from a vehicle parked at 
an address on St. Charles 
Street East in Maryhill.

1:38 PM |  Emergency 
services responded to 
reports of a collision 
between a dump truck and 
a minivan at the round-
about near St. Jacobs. 
Through investigation, 
police determined while 
both vehicles were in the 
roundabout, the driver of 
the minivan attempted to 
make a left turn in front 
of the dump truck, which 
resulted in the collision. 
As a result of the collision, 
a 52-year-old man was 
charged with ‘improper 
turn.’ 

3:00 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police Service’s 
Robbery Unit completed 
a three-week investiga-
tion into a bank robbery in 
Wellesley Township. An 
18-year-old Kitchener 
man was arrested in 
Kitchener in relation to 
the investigation. The 
accused was charged with 
‘robbery with a weapon.’ 
He is scheduled to appear 
in court in July. Police 
also arrested a 17-year-
old Kitchener male after 
a search warrant was 

completed at the youth’s 
residence. The youth was 
charged with ‘robbery 
with a weapon,’ ‘disguise 
with intent,’ ‘possession of 
a weapon for a dangerous 
purpose’ and two counts 
of ‘breach of a release 
order.’ The male youth 
was held in police custody 
for a bail hearing.

MAY 6

8:14 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a theft from a 
motor vehicle parked at a 
Notre Dame Drive, Wilmot 
Township address. A 
window was smashed and 
property was stolen. The 
theft is believed to have 
occurred sometime over-
night. The investigation 
is ongoing. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. 

MAY 9

7:52 AM |  Pol ice 
received a report of  a 
break and enter to a 
garage and damage and 
entry to vehicles in Baden. 
Between 1:30 a.m. and 
6 a.m. that morning, an 
unknown suspect entered 
an unlocked garage of a 
home on Louisa Street as 
well two vehicles parked 
in the driveway of the resi-
dence. Personal property 
was taken, including an 

WATERLOO WELLINGTON
WEDNESDAY

JUNE8
FREE ADMISSION

BEEF
TOUR

at Marvin Burkhart 5690 Beuhler 
Line RR1 Wallenstein N0B 2S0.

Exhibits open at 4pm with steak 
dinner served at 6:30pm followed 
by speakers and presentations. 

Please RSVP for steak dinner by 
May 24th by contacting Jared Frey 
or Jeff Martin.

2022

THANK-YOU TO ALL
OF OUR SPONSORS

Jared Frey 

226-338-5763 
Jeff Martin 

519-580-0674

• Displays and infor-
mation booths from 
community partners

• Charity BBQ and food 
trucks

• Tours at Children’s 
Safety Village

Admission is free 
and no registration is 
required. Donations of 
non-perishable food 
items will be accepted on 
behalf of the Food Bank of 
Waterloo Region.

unloaded shotgun with 
trigger lock stolen from 
one of the vehicles. The 
investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information 
about these incidents is 
asked to contact police or 
Crime Stoppers.

12:46 PM |  Police 
received a report of a 
break-in at a Breslau loca-
tion. Sometime between 
May 6 at 7 p.m., and May 
9 at 11 a.m., an unknown 
suspect forced entry to a 
storage shed at a business 
and stole property. Foren-
sic Identification attended 
to process the scene for 
evidence. Anyone who 
may have information or 
surveillance footage in the 
area is encouraged to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. Anonymous 
tips can also be submitted 
at www.waterloocrimes-
toppers.com.

3:57 PM | Police received 
a report of licence plates 
stolen from a vehicle 
in Breslau. Sometime 
between May 8 at 3 p.m. 
and 3 p.m. on May 9, an 
unknown suspect stole 
the front and rear Ontario 
licence plates from a vehi-
cle parked on Hopewell 
Crossing Drive. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477. 

Linwood firefighters responded to an on-farm shop Monday afternoon when a piece of machinery caught on fire.  Bill Atwood
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “We are taking action to block this merger 
to preserve competition and choice for 
an essential service that Canadians 
expect to be affordable and high quality.”
Commissioner of Competition Matthew Boswell on plans 
to block Rogers’ bid for a merger with Shaw Communi-
cations.

Some 66% of drivers say fuel prices will 
force them to cancel or limit road trips 
this summer. Among young drivers aged 
18 to 24 that number climbs to 75%. 
Eight-in-ten Canadian drivers also believe 
high gas fuel prices are here to stay. 
Leger survey

Verbatim The Monitor

Mudslinging aside – voters being reminded 
why the Liberals were sent to the doghouse, 
the profligacy of the NDP, the heartlessness 
of the Tories – the provincial election now 

underway has been about promising handouts.
All of the parties are selling some form of short-tem benefit 

for targeted demographics, hoping the pledges will translate 
into votes, the now well-entrenched policy of bribing voters 
with their own money ... and the cash of future generations.

Politics is no longer about vision or even good governance, 
what about short-term payoffs. 

The goal is to appeal to as many people as possible – no 
matter how untruthful the message out on the hustings – in 
order to garner enough votes to get or keep power. Each of 
the parties tried to appear as centrist as possible, the better 
to seem worthy of the public’s trust. The squishy middle 
has long been held by the Liberals, who’ve had a mantra of 
campaigning from the left and governing from the right. The 
Conservatives make a direct pitch to the wallet, downplaying 
a long history of fiscal mismanagement and muzzling the 
unacceptable social-conservative faction. The NDP, most 
progressive in its aims, tries to appear fiscally balanced to 
court some soft supporters of the other parties.

In short, it’s all about electability. It’s about getting into 
office, above all else. Even if poor governance usually 
follows.

Those who support that pragmatic approach argue that 
none of the changes proposed by their party of choice can 
happen without first winning election. 

The only acceptable topics are those related to short-term 
thinking, an affliction that’s permeated all facets of our 
society. Adopting the business model that’s taken hold in 
the last few decades – today’s stock price, shareholder value 
and this quarter’s profits above all else – our political system 
has been shaped by constant lobbying from those who see 
society through only the lens of finances. It’s what’s made 
citizens no more than consumers.

Politicians, of course, have a built-in capacity for short-
term thinking: the election cycle. They make promises and 
float policies designed for immediate impact – spend for 
votes today. That’s problematic in and of itself, as it gives 
little regard to the idea that actions taken now will have 
impacts years and decades down the road. And it usually 
means bad policies that spend everyone’s money to little 
benefit in reality.

If decisions are made by politicians for the long term but 
are felt to adversely affect people in the present then it may 
affect re-election prospects, and to most politicians staying 
in power is more important to them than implementing poli-
cies for the long term, no matter how good the public benefit.

For politicians, it’s always them ahead of us, and we seem 
just fine with that, or perhaps we just can’t be bothered to 
think it through. That’s why they can make and break prom-
ises with impunity. Sure, the promises they make come with 
a price, but 30 years of corporatist lobbying and influence 
have made taxes a four-letter word, meaning many politi-
cians will try to win votes by promising to spend today while 
simultaneously pledging to cut taxes. That often means 
deficits, a situation that’s ideal for politicians intent only on 
re-election: the bill won’t come due until later, when they’re 
off living comfortably on gold-plated pensions.

That kind of thinking is what got us into today’s mess. In 
the course of a couple of generations, we’ve undone centu-
ries of efforts to create a society based on the common good. 

In purely economic terms, the collective efforts are the 
rising tide that lifted all boats – some more so than others, 
certainly. Today, however, there’s an element that seems 
hell-bent on undoing precisely the conditions that allowed 
for the great prosperity now under attack by short-term 
thinking. This election will change nothing for the better.

Candidates intent on winning, 
not on serving the public good 

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Four months ago Jonathan 
Powell warned that the 

‘Good Friday’ agreement of 
1998 that ended thirty years 
of killing in Northern Ireland 
was at risk. “What worries me is 
the casual political vandalism. 
They really don’t seem to care 
(about) the damage they are 
doing to the very fragile polit-
ical settlements in Northern 
Ireland.”

‘They’ are the British govern-
ment led by Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson, who has never 
shown any concern for the 
subtle and delicate peace deal 
that former prime minister 
Tony Blair and Powell, his chief 
of staff, wove a quarter-century 
ago. Indeed, it’s doubtful that 
Johnson even understands it.

For the first time in Northern 
Ireland’s 101-year history, last 
weekend’s election saw Sinn 
Féin, a Catholic, ‘Nationalist’ 
party that is pledged to unify 
Northern Ireland with the 
‘Republic of Ireland’ that occu-
pies the rest of the island, win 
the largest number of seats.

This dismayed the three 
political parties that split the 
votes of the former Protestant 
ascendancy between them, 
but it didn’t surprise them. A 
higher Catholic birthrate has 
already produced a Catholic 
majority in Northern Ireland’s 
schools, and perhaps by now in 
the whole population as well.

Bad timing in Northern Ireland
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

Sinn Féin’s leader in the 
North, Michelle O’Neill, 
avoided any triumphalist talk 
about a referendum on unifi-
cation with the Republic and 
focused on bread-and-butter 
issues. The party’s overall 
leader in Dublin, Mary Lou 
McDonald (who may become 
the Republic’s next prime 
minister), sent a message 
saying “Don’t be scared. The 
future is bright for all of us.”

But a lot of people in North-
ern Ireland are scared, and not 
just Protestants. Twenty-five 
years of peace is not long 
enough to forget the previ-
ous thirty years of what was 
effectively a civil war, when 
people only a few streets over 
might see you as the enemy 
and sectarian bombings and 
murders were a daily occur-
rence.

The old fears and hatreds 
are clearly diminishing in 
Northern Ireland among the 
generation born since 1998 (and 
in some of their elders too). 
But many believe that it’s too 
soon to gamble on a peaceful 
transition to a post-sectarian 
all-Ireland republic.

It would only take a few 
dozen diehard ‘Loyalists’ 

(Protestants) to derail such a 
process: there are undoubtedly 
plenty of  guns and explosives 
still hidden away. The militants 
would lose in the end, but only 
after years of violence and a 
whole new wave of fear and 
hatred.

Unfortunately, Northern 
Ireland may be starting down 
this road, because the Good 
Friday deal says that any North-
ern Irish government must be a 
power-sharing entity in which 
a ‘first minister’ and a ‘deputy 
first minister’ are drawn from 
the two biggest parties. No 
government can be formed 
without both.

‘Deputy’ is just a word – the 
two ministers have exactly 
equal powers – but to Protes-
tant hardliners it represents 
an intolerable demotion. In a 
deliberate act of sabotage, the 
biggest Protestant party, the 
Democratic Unionist Party, is 
refusing to accept the ‘deputy 
first minister’ role.

The rules say that if no 
government can be formed, 
there must be another elec-
tion within twelve weeks. If 
that election doesn’t have a 
different outcome – and why 
should it? – then it’s back to 
the ‘direct rule’ from London 
that prevailed before the Good 
Friday agreement. At which 
point the Catholic hardliners 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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Some easing perhaps, but no end in sight for unaffordable homes

prices moving upward, he 
noted. While there’s been 
talk for years about a hous-
ing bubble, the CMHC isn’t 
making that prediction.

“I don’t know that we at 
CMHC see it as a bubble. 
We see there’s a lot of 
pressure from demand, for 
a lot of sensible reasons, 
in many cases,” said 
Carruthers, noting that 
some of the pressures, 
including the likes of 
speculators and offshore 
buyers, may not be benefi-
cial. “But our expectation 
is or assessment is that 
the bigger issue is that we 
aren’t being able to supply 
housing at the pace that 
we need to keep up with 
demand. That’s leading to 
price increases.”

If there’s no bubble, 
that counters the idea that 
the increases in housing 

prices can’t be sustainable, 
especially not at the levels 
we’re seeing of late. 

We’ve seen some 
pandemic-related shifts 
in the market, with people 
working from home 
seeking more space. That’s 
translated into a measur-
able migration from the 
condo-ized downtowns of 
Toronto and Vancouver to 
the suburbs and beyond, 
in turn driving up prices 
even in rural areas. 

It’s a trend that’s had 
an impact on real estate 
in Waterloo Region, with 
demand driving up prices, 
pushing people further 
afield into still-smaller 
communities. 

Demand is outstripping 
supply, the latest surge 
fueled by FOMO – fear 
of missing out. As prices 
rise, some people panic, 
worried that they’ll be 
forced out of the market 
entirely by rapidly grow-
ing prices. That demand 
in turn drives up the price 

of housing. It’s a vicious 
circle that seemingly has 
no end.

Government policy 
could change things, of 
course. Large increase in 
interest rates would cool 
the market almost imme-
diately. But given the 
current state of the econ-
omy, higher rates would 
come with numerous costs 
governments don’t want. 
But even in good times, 
our economy is built on 
borrowing, with Canadi-
ans borrowing to maintain 
their lifestyles – there’s no 
will to raise rates when it’s 
borrowed money sustain-
ing our consumer-driven 
economy. 

Moreover, govern-
ments are not keen to pay 
more for the debt they’ve 
incurred, particularly 
during the pandemic. 

Governments could 
mandate other changes, 
such as larger down 
payments – making the 
minimum 40 per cent, 

for instance, would 
substantially reduce the 
number of eligible buyers, 
dropping demand and, 
thus, prices – or tougher 
challenges on mortgage 
borrowing.

The latter was imple-
mented in the wake of 
the 2008 recession, but 
Ottawa is moving away 
from prudence once again, 
just this week introducing 
measures to make larger 
mortgages available to 
first-time homebuyers 
in the particularly diffi-
cult markets of Toronto, 
Vancouver and Victoria. 

Increasingly, there’s no 
appetite to save Canadians 
from themselves when it 
comes to debt, whether for 
mortgages, lines of credit 
or consumer spending. 

Established homeown-
ers with little or nothing 
in the way of mortgage 
debt are seeing massive 
increases in the value of 
their biggest asset. That’s 
fine as long as they’re not 

looking to sell in order to 
move up, as the cost of 
their next homes would 
be commensurately 
higher, too. On the other 
hand, selling high in hot 
GTA market allows some 
people to move out to the 
suburbs or smaller centers, 
seeing their money go 
much further.

Canadians have long 
been treating their homes 
as ATMs, drawing on both 
the equity they’ve built – 
some more than others, 
obviously – and the future 
equity they think will 
come as housing prices 
continue to rise ... at least 
in theory, though we don’t 
think too much about the 
possibility of a collapse.

In that regard, the 
housing market takes on 
the appearance of a Ponzi 
scheme. There are many 
people with the aforemen-
tioned FOMO jumping into 
the market, which bene-
fits existing homeowners 
who, in essence, reap the 
rewards of the major risks 
of those just getting into 
the housing market. 

Canadians have some 
75 to 80 per cent of their 
wealth tied up in their 
homes – the eggs are 
essentially in one basket. 
That’s a risk, but one 
that grows with how 
recently they bought their 
homes and the size of the 
outstanding mortgage.

It’s numbers such as 
these that help feed the 
real estate frenzy. Again 
like Ponzi schemes, there’s 
a feeling of safe and steady 
returns, with housing 
seen as a risk-free invest-
ment. There are countless 
examples to the contrary, 
but human nature and 
bubbles often don’t mix.

Governments have 
shown little willingness 
to counter the downside 
of a potential bubble, just 
as they pay lip service 
to limiting sprawl while 
encouraging unsustain-
able growth with policies 

Candidates are happy to use others' cash and credit to bribe voters with their own money ... and their kids' kids

WE MAY NOT SEE THE 
crazy increases in housing 
prices that we saw in 2021, 
but prices will continue 
to rise this year, and 
over the next few years. 
That doesn’t bode well 
for buyers, particularly 
those looking to enter the 
market.

Moreover, as we’ve seen 
of late, demand has also 
led to big increases in 
rental rates, meaning even 
those not looking to be 
homeowners face growing 
financial hurdles.

Demand fueled by a 
growing population and 
stronger economic indica-
tors in some markets mean 
affordability will become 
an even bigger issue, 
according to the latest 
Housing Market Outlook 
released by Canada Mort-
gage and Housing Corpo-
ration (CMHC).

The organization sees 
some moderation from the 
highs seen in the last year, 
but that’s little consolation 
to many already priced out 
of the market. The Ontario 
Real Estate Association, 
for instance, notes that 
as of this spring, 10 of the 
36 real estate markets in 
Ontario had an average 
home price over a million 
dollars, and six others are 
on the verge of breaking 
the million-dollar mark. 
Ontario home prices have 
tripled in the last decade, 
but average household 
incomes have increased by 
just 30 per cent.

“You have to keep a 
three per cent decrease in 
the context of a 20 per cent 
increase since the begin-
ning of [2021], so context 
is everything,” said David 
Carruthers, Kitchen-
er-Cambridge-Waterloo 
analyst for CMHC, of the 
slight moderation in the 
last couple of months.

For this year, rising 
interest rates may curtail 
buying power and put 
some pressure on the 
housing market, but 
strong demand will keep →KANNON 10
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STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Tales of water retrieving gone awry

changed over the last few 
visits.

Rosie now goes to the 
pond and when she sees 
the drake she doesn’t 
bother it at all. I think she 
has learned that she’s not 
going to catch a healthy 
duck, which is good. Her 
job is to retrieve only dead 
and wounded birds.

But this has compli-
cated the relationship too.

It led to a truce between 
Rosie and the drake. 
Rosie swims in one end 
of the water. The mallard 
watches from his end. I do 
not have to worry about 
my dog harassing wildlife. 

Everyone is happy.
But things got even 

more interesting last 
week when a hen also 
revealed herself at the far 
end of the flooded timber. 
Surprisingly, when 
Rosie leapt in prior to 

the training session, the 
ducks just swam calmly 
at the far end. And Rosie 
just nodded to them and 
kept a respectful distance 
away.

I’m not really sure how I 
feel about this.

The final insult came 
last week when the 
mallards sat on a log 
and watched as Rosie 
retrieved training 
dummies about 15 feet 
from them. And I swear 
Rosie gave them a friendly 
smile as she swam by.

This is no way for 
a hunting dog to act. 
Mostly, because it can 
escalate into behaviour 
that is unnatural for dog 
and duck.

If this keeps up, I 
suspect this could bloom 
into a full-fledged friend-
ship in which the ducks 
will actually help Rosie by 
yelling things, “The train-
ing dummy is over there. 
If you swim this way you 
can avoid all those sticks.”

This will naturally 

cause Rosie to be grateful, 
which might manifest 
itself by her telling them 
about  the park benches 
most used by old people 
who feed ducks.

After that, we are only 
one step away from Rosie 
joining them on the log, 
where they will have a few 
laughs and catch up on 
their lives. It might even 
lead to the ducks invit-
ing Rosie to visit them 
in their winter vacation 
retreat in the US. Which 
in turn might cause Rosie 
to invite them to a pool 
party in her plastic kiddie 
pool.

Needless to say, I 
cannot allow this sort 
of fraternization to 
continue.

That pair of mallards 
will probably create a 
brood that the hen will be 
bringing to the flooded 
timber soon. If Rosie 
becomes a godmother to 
one of them, my water-
fowl season is going to get 
complicated.

Over the last week 
or two I have been 

taking my dog to an 
area of flooded timber 
and throwing training 
dummies in the water to 
hone her retrieving and 
swimming skills. The goal 
is to keep her sharp for 
the fall duck season.

The first time, Rosie 
saw a mallard drake I 
never saw in the water. 
Naturally, she rushed in 
and flushed it. This was 
not my intention, but 
Rosie hunted ducks with 
me last season, so it is 
hard to fault her for this.

Over the next few visits, 
if Rosie saw that drake at 
the far end of the flooded 
area, her instincts would 
take over and she would 
jump in and swim towards 
it and then the duck 
would take off before she 
got within 10 yards.

Of course, if I saw the 
drake first, I would call 
Rosie off it, which was 
also good training. 

But something has 

Beloved cartoon character 
Homer Jay Simpson of The 
Simpsons” birthday is today. 
He turns 66. He was made an 
honourary citizen of Winnipeg 
in 2003.

The Simpsons Movie won the 
best comedy at the Oscar’s in 
2007 edging out Superbad 
and Knocked Up.

In the early days of The 
Simpsons, public schools in 
the US and Canada banned 
some Simpson’s clothing.

 ↆ LAST WEEK:  
Truth: In some areas of Mexico Cinco de Mayo is largely ignored. 
The commemoration of the battle of Puebla is not a national holiday, 
however schools are closed nationwide on May 5. 
 
Truth: According to the California Avocado Commission this super 
food has grown six-fold in consumption since 1985. In 2020, 2.7 billion 
pounds were consumed in the US. 
 
Lie: Denver’s Cinco de Mayo Festival is the biggest and best two-day 
event attracting 400,000 attendees. The state of North Dakota has a 
Mexican population of less than 40,000. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

probably start mobilising 
too.

None of this is inevita-
ble, but the great project 

of the English nationalist 
party, the Conservatives, 
makes it much more likely. 
That project was Brexit, 
which automatically 
required the re-creation 
of a real border in Ireland 
between Northern Ireland, 
part of the United King-
dom, and the Republic of 
Ireland, still a member of 
the European Union.

The magical part of the 
Good Friday deal was to 
make that border invis-
ible: no customs check, 
no passports, nothing. 
So Catholic Nationalists 

KANNON: Bubble or not, affordability is at crisis level
→ FROM 9

from immigration to 
development. In fact, the 
housing sector has become 
an inordinately large 
portion of GDP, pushing 
10 per cent, whereas the 
number is about half that 
in the U.S. Policies are 
adopted to encourage 
growth, however harmful, 
to maintain the fiction 
of economic well-be-
ing, just as borrowing is 
encouraged to maintain 
the illusion of middle-
class prosperity. It’s not 

DYER: Sleepwalking into a return of the Troubles that plagued the country
→ FROM 8

We are pleased to announce the promotion 
of Cassandra Merlihan to Production 
Manager effective May 6, 2022. 

Cassandra has been with The Observer 
since 2018 starting as a part-time graphic 
designer. As a student at the University of 
Waterloo in the Fine Arts department, 
Cassandra spent her free time assisting with 
newspaper layout and ad design. Following 
her 2020 graduation with distinction, Cas-
sandra was hired as one of three full-time 
graphic designers.

Cassandra has excelled at her job in both print design, social media 
and website maintenance since her start here. Since 2021 Cassandra 
has led the department in print advertising, designing creative and 
effective artwork for client messaging and managing the day-to-day 
needs of the department.

Cassandra brings a wide variety of skills, talent and creativity to the 
position and we wish her the best in her new role. We look forward to 
working with Cassandra and further developing her skills in this 
management position.

Cassandra takes over as Patrick Merlihan steps away from managerial 
duties at the paper in pursuit of local politics. Patrick will continue to 
work at The Observer as the Digital Strategist. His work developing 
the online strategy, marketing and communications will allow him the 
flexibility to serve the public at the municipal and regional levels.

Patrick is a founding owner of the Observer and has held the produc-
tion manager’s job since inception in 1996.

PUBLIC NOTICE TO READERS AND CLIENTS

Joe Merlihan
Owner

Patrick Merlihan
Owner

could pretend they already 
lived in a united Ireland, 
while Protestant Loyal-
ists could pretend that 
‘power-sharing’ didn’t 
really mean things had 
changed. But when the 
UK left the EU, that fiction 
died.

To keep the border 
invisible, Johnson had 
to move to it the middle 
of the Irish Sea, leaving 
all of Northern Ireland in 
the customs union of the 
EU. The customs checks 
now happen on ships 
and aircraft coming from 

Britain to anywhere on the 
island of Ireland, includ-
ing Northern Ireland. 

The Loyalists feel 
betrayed and abandoned, 
and they’re right. Secretly, 
most English politicians 
have wanted to unload 
them for decades now, 
so unification will still 
happen eventually. The 
problem with trying 
to do that now, before 
generational turnover 
has done its work, is that 
there may be one more 
round of violence before it 
happens.

sustainable, but that’s a 
problem for another day 
... and another govern-
ment.

Housing prices have 
been over-inflated largely 
by easy credit, a situation 
the federal government 
temporarily moved on, 
but prices continued to 
rise. There has been some 
movement on creating 
more affordable house – 
rent-geared-to-income 
projects, for instance – but 
demand far outstrips 
supply.

There’s a gap between 
increasing housing prices 
and stagnating wages at 
the heart of the afford-
ability crisis. Nothing will 
be resolved until popula-
tion easing dramatically 
reduces demands and 
wages grow to close the 
gap. Or we see a 30, 40 or 
50 per cent correction in 
the vein of what we saw 
in the U.S. in 2008, when 
many people learned 
bubbles can burst, and the 
fallout comes at a heavy 
price.

Take the stress out of 
family meal planning.

newsmart.ca

This one year weekly planner will save you 
money, waste less food and save time 
during the week to spend more time with 
those you love.

Take the stress out of 
family meal planning.
This one year weekly planner will save you 
money, waste less food and save time 
during the week to spend more time with 
those you love.

Take the stress out of 
family meal planning.

newsmart.ca

This one year weekly planner will save you 
money, waste less food and save time 
during the week to spend more time with 
those you love.

newsmart.ca
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

BusinessBusiness Burnout is a growing issue for many workers, 
including those who have flexible schedules, 
new research from consulting firm Robert 
Half shows. Some 38% of respondents said 
they are more burned out now than a year 
ago, with 45% of employees  hesitant to 
discuss burnout with their boss.

Following the lead of other municipalities 
in the region, Woolwich council this week 
voted not to renew a contract with Agree 
Incorporated to act as the township’s 
ombudsman. Instead, Woolwich will use 
the free service provided by the provincial 
ombudsman, saving a portion of the shared 
retainer fee ($340) and the $302 per hour 
fees when the service is used. 

The burnout factor Freeing up the ombuds

To Rachel,

I just moved into my own place in 
December and already went the 
Toronto Maple Leafs Game with 
my 1:1 worker Rachel, which was 
a dream come true for me.

I want to thank Rachel for taking 
me and my family for helping me 
pay for the tickets.

I also ate at the Spaghetti Factory 
that day.

It was such a fun day.

Michael Kuntz

/MTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHSFOR $9.95

RENT SOFT WATER

CULLIGAN.COM
519-744-2248 | 427 GAGE AVE. KITCHENER

INFO@CULLIGANWATER.CA

Home Hardware was recognized by the Gustavson Brand Trust Index and Canada’s Best Companies.

Another pair of accolades for Home Hardware
Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

FOR THE SECOND YEAR 
IN a row, Home Hardware 
is recognized as the most-
trusted home retailer 
in Canada in the 2022 
Gustavson Brand Trust 
Index.

The Gustavson Brand 
Trust Index is an annual 
survey conducted at 
the University of Victo-
ria to measure various 
dimensions of trust that 
contribute to how likely 
customers are to recom-
mend the brand to others 
they know. This was the 
eighth annual index.

The index measures 
brand trust overall, 
authenticity, belief in 
whether the company 
performs its core func-
tions well, perceptions 
on how well the company 
interacts with customers, 
and how likely a customer 
is going to recommend the 
brand to others.

Home Hardware is 
considered the most 
trusted brand in the home, 
office and hardware cate-
gory, for the second year 
in a row.

When asked what’s 
in the company’s secret 
trustworthiness sauce, 
chief marketing officer 
Laura Baker said via email, 
“Home Hardware has a 
long-standing reputation 
for building communities 
and helping people and 
this extends throughout 
our entire organization 
and dealer network,” she 
said.  

“Here’s How is our 
tagline but it’s really a 
brand promise: we’ll help 
you. We strive to deliver on 
this promise every time a 
customer walks into their 
local Home Hardware 
or shops with us online. 
We’ve built this trust with 
customers over the past 
58 years, and it is truly the 
driving force behind our 
success.” → HOME HARDWARE 12

A big question about 
the global food 

supply that hasn’t really 
been answered is where 
all the grain is supposed 
to come from that 
was formerly planted, 
harvested and exported by 
Ukraine and to an extent, 
Russia.

We know Ukraine is 
a huge supplier of the 
world’s grains and oilseeds, 
especially wheat and 
sunflowers. And depend-

ing on the source, markets 
expect 20-30 per cent less 
production from Ukraine.

Other countries are 
expected to fill the gap. 
Because when you think 
about it, where else will it 
come from? World stocks 
hold some grain reserves, 
but they’ll be under 
pressure for some years 
to come without creative 
solutions from farmers 
everywhere.

The challenge is to keep 

Efforts underway to help farmers grow and raise more food

→ ROBERTS 12

St. Jacobs-based company recognized as most-trusted home retailer, and earns Canada’s Best Managed Companies designation
Researchers at the 

University of Victoria 
surveyed more than 9,000 
Canadians about 402 
brands both national and 
global.

Home Hardware was 
also recognized this week 
for the 10th consecutive 
year with Canada’s Best 
Managed Companies 
designation, retaining its 
Platinum Club status. 

The award recognizes 
the best-in-class of Cana-
dian owned and managed 
companies with revenues 
over $50 million that 
demonstrate leadership in 
the areas of strategy, capa-
bilities and innovation, 
culture and commitment, 
and financials to achieve 
sustainable growth.

“It is an honour to once 
again be named one of 
Canada’s Best Managed 
Companies. The strength 
of Home Hardware lies 
in ensuring talent and 
culture remains a compet-

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

sustainability in mind. 
Feeding crops more and 
more fertilizer, or achiev-
ing additional acreage by 
planting in areas that are 
environmentally sensi-
tive, is not a long-term 
approach. Farmers don’t 
want to jeopardize their 
land, and society wants a 

higher standard. 
Productivity for modern 

technologically sound 
farms includes afford-
able high-speed internet. 
While farms are home for 
families, they’re also busi-
nesses. Imagine running a 
competitive business with 
either staggering inter-
net costs or poor internet 
service. 

Maybe you already do.
On both sides of the 

border, governments have 

been pouring big money 
into better internet access, 
particularly in Ontario. 
But despite repeated calls 
to the Canadian govern-
ment for mercy, there’s 
been little in the way of 
relief from ridiculous and 
globally embarrassing 
high internet costs. The 
narrow telecommunica-
tions ownership base has a 
stranglehold on Canadians 
that federal politicians are 
either unable or unwilling 

to break.
It’s different in the US. 

There, the Biden adminis-
tration announced earlier 
this week the Affordable 
Connectivity Program, 
designed to lower high-
speed internet costs for 
40 per cent the country. 
That equates to a savings 
of $30-$75 per month, and 
could affect half the coun-
try’s rural residents and 20 
internet providers there.
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The US is also trying 
some new and different 
creative measures to 
increase crop production. 
Earlier efforts to take more 
land out of a success-
ful federally sponsored 
conservation program 
failed to gain wide support, 
although the uptake of 
the program by farmers is 
significantly lower than in 
past years.

Now, the department of 
agriculture says it will offer 
to insure some farmers 
who can produce two crops 
(called double cropping) 
on the same land in the 
same year…or in some 
cases, on land that is now 
in the conservation reserve 
program.

This isn’t expected to 
make a huge change, but 
agriculture secretary says 
it will get lawmakers think-

ing outside of the box. 
For example, I suspect 

some of them knew little 
about internet access for 
rural America before the 
affordability proposal 
came up for approval. 
The lesson they’re getting 
in the complexities of 
food production might 
open their minds to other 
creative approaches they 
hadn’t considered, because 
so few legislators under-
stand agriculture.   

Could you benefit from a 
30-75 per cent reduction in 
your internet fees? Or from 
real competition between 
five times more internet 
providers than you have 
now? 

Why does Ottawa keep 
dragging its feet? You 
don’t need to know much 
about agriculture to know 
internet affordability here 
is a joke. 

ROBERTS: It’s time to take creative 
steps to help farmers produce more

→ FROM 11

itive advantage,” said 
Kevin Macnab, President 
and CEO, Home Hard-
ware Stores Limited, in a 
release.

Founded in St. Jacobs in 
1964, Home Hardware has 
grown to become Cana-
da’s largest dealer-owned 
hardware, lumber, build-
ing materials, and furni-
ture home improvement 
retailer with close to 1,100 
stores across the country.

Last year, Home Hard-
ware dealers worked hard 
to keep staff, customers 
and communities safe, 
and stores continued to 
offer alternative shopping 
solutions such as curbside 
pick-up, call-and-collect, 
and delivery of online 
orders. The company 
also marked several 
important milestones 
such as the acquisition of 
Patrick Morin Inc. with 
Groupe Turcotte, the 
implementation of a new 
state-of-the-art warehouse 
management system in St. 

Jacobs and the re-launch 
of its private label brands, 
BeautiTone and Bench-
mark, he noted.

Now in its 29th year, 
Canada’s Best Managed 
Companies remains one 
of the country’s leading 
business awards programs 
recognizing Canadi-
an-owned and managed 
companies for innovative, 
world-class business 
practices.

“This year’s Best 
Managed winners 
displayed courage, 
resourcefulness, and 
creativity as they explored 
new avenues for advance-
ment,” said Lorrie King, 
partner, Deloitte Private 
and co-leader, Canada’s 
Best Managed Companies 
program. “We’re extremely 
proud to recognize their 
impressive achievements 
in such a rapidly chang-
ing business world. Their 
successes demonstrate the 
importance of strong lead-
ership and forethought in 
driving long-term growth.”

HOME HARDWARE: Designations 
the latest in a string of recognitions

→ FROM 11

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

THE WEATHER 
FINALLY ALLOWING 
FOR food-truck season in 
earnest, Wellesley council 
this week approved a pilot 
project that will allow 
such vehicles to operate 
on municipal property.

Permission had previ-
ously been given to 
St. Marks Church and 
Wellesley Mennonite 
Church to host food 
trucks at the Wellesley 
arena on Mondays from 
4:30 to 8 p.m. Each week 

Wellesley approves pilot project to allow food trucks
features new food trucks. 
Funds from the events go 
toward the Wellesley Food 
Cupboard. 

Lisa Weiler Haskins, 
an organizer of the food 
truck events, addressed 
councillors at Tuesday 
night’s meeting, thank-
ing them for allowing the 
food trucks to be on town-
ship land and to say that 
in her opinion the food 
truck events have been a 
success. 

“My husband and I 
really enjoyed for the 
past two weeks just going 
out to the arena. Just last 

night was so beautiful, 
so many families sitting 
under the pavilion and 
playing in the park,” 
Weiler Haskins said.

Later in the meeting, 
council voted in favour of 
a one-year pilot exemp-
tion to the mobile food 
truck bylaw to allow oper-
ators on township-owned 
lands and properties 
zoned institutional, 
except for cemeteries. 

Danny Roth, direc-
tor of recreation for the 
township, said staff will 
be especially monitoring 
for amount of setup and 

The Home Hardware Stores Ltd. headquarters in St. Jacobs.

cleanup before and after 
food truck events, and to 
see if the events interfere 
with other recreation 
activities themselves. 

The food trucks are 
at the Wellesley arena 
parking lot on Mondays 
from 4:30 to 8 p.m. The 
event is hosted by the two 
churches. On May 28, the 
group is hosting a fund-
raiser at the Wellesley 
arena. The event will have 
food trucks, a craft market 
and a classic car show. 
Proceeds will go toward 
the new Wellesley Town-
ship Recreation Centre.

DRAFT LAND NEEDS ASSESSMENT
VIRTUAL PUBLIC INPUT MEETING

regionofwaterloo.ca/register

Join the conversation. 
Register now to share your opinion with Regional Council.

MAY 18, 2022, 3:00PM

For more information, visit engagewr.ca/regional-official-plan

WE’RE GROWING. THE QUESTION IS... HOW?
THE OPTIONS ARE ON THE TABLE. RIGHT NOW.
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Open Mon. to Fri. 9am to 7pm 
Sat. 9am to 6pm • Closed Sundays519.846.2972RR#1 West Montrose, 

6158 Weisenberg Rd.

We also carry:
mulches, soils, shrubs, trees,

many assorted annuals, roses, 
perennials & a variety of

garden supplies.
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THE SIGN

BASKET
STUFFERS

$290
/pot 4”

CEDAR
MULCH

REGULAR $490
2cu.ft. bag

14 or more $4.40/bag Also available in Black or Red

$1100
each

$1000
each

OR $2390
each

$1600
5 or more8 or more

each
OR

3FT EMERALD CEDARS1 GALLON PERENNIALS

PALM TREES • HIBISCUS •  BOUGAINVILLEA    
MANDEVILLA • FUSCHIA TREES 

SUCCULENTS & MORE!

PALM TREES • HIBISCUS •  BOUGAINVILLEA    Cash and cheque 
payments only. 

ATM on site.

PC CANDIDATE FOR KITCHENER–CONESTOGA

info@mikeharrispc.ca • 519-804-9874
mikeharrispc.ca

Authorized by the CFO for the Mike Harris Campaign.

DELIVERING FOR OUR ONTARIO

Over the past four years the Ontario PC Party has 
delivered results for Kitchener-Conestoga and 

Waterloo Region including:
Record investment in hospitals, mental health, and 
progress towards 30,000 long-term care beds

Rural economic development by expanding broadband 
and natural gas access

Building modern community centres and recreational 
facilities

Helping families with flexible childcare and low-income 
tax credits

Creating jobs by reducing red tape and business taxes 
while stabilizing energy prices

MIKE

HARRIS
RE-ELECT

During the May 5 event at Bristow Creek Park in Elmira, Sarah and Justin Durrer, Blaire Durrer, Brody Durrer and Elliot Schleuter plant a crabapple tree. Right, George Connell.

Trees for Woolwich group get communities involved in park tree plantings this spring

Volunteers pitched in to plant including Diane Coulman (left) and Charlie Bauman (right) who planted 
an autumn blaze maple.

Those out for the day included Debra Cowal (left) and Matthew Scanlan, Christina Scanlan and 
daughter Quinn Scanlan, who planted a linden tree.   Leah Gerber
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

ArtsArts Drayton Entertainment will present Cana-
da's Got Talent contestant Stacey Kay in 
concert at the Hamilton Family Theatre 
Cambridge on May 22 at 7 p.m. Kay is 
from Cambridge, and has appeared in a 
number of Drayton Entertainment produc-
tions including Priscilla Queen of the 
Desert and Legally Blonde, among others. 
www.draytonentertainment.com

The Stratford Festivals’ new Tom Patterson 
Theatre saw its first public performance 
on Tuesday, as Colm Feore took centre 
stage as Richard III. Shakespeare’s Rich-
ard, Duke of Gloucester, is the embodi-
ment of lethal ambition, manoeuvering and 
murdering his way to the throne of England.
www.stratfordfestival.ca

Local Talent Richard III at Stratford

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

WITH HIS MAY 12 
SHOW at the Centre In 
The Square, guitarist 
Jesse Cook is getting set 
to start the Canadian leg 
of his Tempest II tour 
celebrating the release of 
his first album 27 years 
ago.

Cook, who started the 
tour in the US in January, 
says he is thrilled to be 
back on the road.  

“You don’t realize how 
much you enjoy it until 
it’s taken away. And then 
even just playing with 
other musicians was such 
a joy after two years of 
really just sitting at home 
playing concerts for my 
dog. It was fantastic to get 
together and play with 
other musicians and go 
out on the road and play 
in front of actual audi-
ences,” Cook said.

“It’s almost like skydiv-
ing: sometimes when 
you’re about to walk out 
on stage and you’re kind 
of a little bit nervous, 
and then you step out 
on it. It’s this mad rush 
that happens with the 
stage and I forgot about 
all of that and just how 
wonderful it is,” he 
added.

The tour was originally 
scheduled for 2020 for 
the 25th anniversary 
of Tempest. Playing in 
Kitchener is like a local 
gig, said Cook.

“I know that theatre so 
well. I kind of have my 

favourite dressing room 
all picked out. I live in 
Toronto. Normally we’re 
on a tour bus and every 
day we wake up in front 
of some theatre and we 
don’t even know where 
we are half the time, 
whereas Kitchener is a 
local theatre. I get in my 
car in the morning, drive 
to Kitchener and do the 
show, and drive home 
after the show.”

The tour follows the 
release in December of 
his album Libre, which 
he wrote during the 
pandemic lockdown. 
COVID-19 was not the 
only inspiration for the 
album, however.

“Lots of things went 
into that album. I kind of 
feel like an album, espe-
cially an instrumental 
where there’s no lyrics, ... 
they’re just notes floating 
around and somehow 
it’s kind of an expression 
of what you’re feeling, 
because that’s what came 
to me while I was sitting 
there in the middle of the 
pandemic.”

There is also a new 
element to the album that 
he hasn’t included in his 
previous releases, Cook 
explained. Influenced 
by his daughter’s love of 
trap music, Cook tried 
to combine that genre 
with his music, however 
it took some experiment-
ing. 

“At first it didn’t really 
quite work because I 
think I was going a little 
too heavily towards trap 

Bringing a Tempest to the stage

Jesse Cook starts the Canadian portion of his Tempest II tour Thursday night. Submitted

Jesse Cook launches the Canadian leg of his tour with a show tonight at Kitchener’s Centre In The Square
and then at a certain 
point, I went ‘OK, I 

need this to sound 
more like me’ and 

experimented 
some more 

and found 
that place 
where the 
two kind 
of come 
together 
in a hope-
fully good 

way,” he 
said.
Trained in 

classical and 
jazz guitar, Cook is 

known for  his hybrid 
flamenco sound influ-
enced by world music, 
pop and samba. 

Although he has been 
performing a long time 
since his debut with 
Tempest in 1995, Cook 
said he is never trying 
to send one specific 
message with any of his 
songs. Instead he wants 
the fans to come up with 
their own meaning.

“It’s funny because 
people will often come 
up to me and say ‘What 
is it about, because I’m 
picturing you on a cliff 
and it’s raining.’ OK, 
that’s what it is for you, 
but it’s wide open for 
interpretation,” he said.

“Even when I come 
up with titles, I try not 
to be too on the nose. I 
don’t want to tell people 
what a song means to me 
because I feel it should be 
open for other people to 
interpret,” he added.
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted Help Wanted
LOOKING FOR TWO 
MATURE PEOPLE FOR 
part-time hours at 
the Loose Caboose 
Chip Wagon in Elmira 
from May to the end 
of August. Must have 
experience with food 
prep, cooking, handling 
cash and exceptional 
customer service. 
Must be available to 
work days, evenings 
and weekends. Able 
to work at a fast pace, 
take initiative, be a 

Lorentz Farms Ltd.
Mill operators and night shift loader 

tractor driver/general labourer needed.
 

Some equipment operation required.  
Call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

SEASONAL
HELP WANTED

Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Installer
to join our team. In this position you would be working with 

one of our install teams installing high quality custom kitchens 
and stairs. In this position you would be reporting 

to our  Install manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet install experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic 
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. Thank you.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
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Help Wanted

2065 Floradale Rd. RR1 Elmira.

Earlidale is a meat processing facility 
that produces a wide variety of quality 
fresh and smoked meat products for 
onsite retail and distribution to the 
private retail sector across Southern 
Ontario. 

We are currently seeking an individual
for our sausage room and general 
meat plant work.

An understanding of meat processing 
and proteins an asset, but will consider 
all applicants. 

This position offers a competitive indus-
try wage to the successful applicant.

APPLY IN PERSON AT:

OR CALL: 
519-669-2300

Help WantedWord Ads, Help Wanted and Auctions 
continue on page 16

team player and work 
independently. Inter-
ested candidates 
please send resumes 
and cover letters to 
stephs5328@gmail.
com

For Sale
2 WHEELED WALK 
BEHIND GARDEN 
tractor with cultivator 
and disc. $275 o.b.o. 
Call 519-742-4727.

For Sale
LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

NEW TOMATO CAGES, 
HEAVY DUTY MADE 
of 1⁄4" thick rod. 36" high, 
powder painted green. 
519-699-5150, email: 
info@abmfginc.net

A/Z Flatbed Driver
As a growing Landscape Supply and Trucking 
company, we are looking to add an additional 

A/Z driver to our team. $24.00-$27.00 per hour
Main Responsibilities

• 8-10 hour shifts Monday to Friday (Daytime only). 
Overtime is paid

• Local deliveries and pickups of product.
• Self loading and unloading using a Moffat 

(willing to train) 
• Keeping paperwork in order 
• Proper circle checks every morning
• Load security

Qualifications
• Valid A/Z License with good driving record
• Able to communicate written and verbally
• Dependable and Reliable
• Flatbed experience an asset
• Forklift / Moffat experience an asset but will train

Interested applicants please submit resumes in 
person to 30 Dumart place Kitchener

Or by email to information@rmadams.ca

Help Wanted

Looking for individuals to help in our growing 
lumber yard, picking orders, loading and 

unloading trucks, and general yard duties. 
Must be team-oriented, ambitious and responsible. 

We provide a safe, professional environment 
and offer competitive wages and benefits.

LOOKING FOR 
FULL TIME 

YARD
HELP

arnold@marspan.com    519-638-3505
EMAIL OR FAX RESUME TO

building centre

Looking for individuals to help in our growing Looking for individuals to help in our growing 

building centrebuilding centre

IN ELMIRA

MAR-SPAN

Help Wanted

newsmart.ca

Exclusive gear for newspaper 
readers now available.
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DATE: THURS. May 19, @ 10:00 am
LOCATION: 70 Monarch Rd. Unit #2, Guelph
DIRECTION: Woodlawn Rd. W. to Imperial Rd. N. 
follow to Curtis Rd.& left to Monarch Rd.

SHOP EQUIPMENT & TOOLS: Bronx Break Press(air 
ac�vated, will break up to 8’x1/8” steel)// Sco�sh 
Shear (can cut 8’x1/8”material,sa�ey guards & MOL 
approved)// Kingland Iron Worker, cuts ½”x 10” 
5x5-1/4 angle & punches up to 2” holes// King HD 
industrial 17” Drill Press(2yr )// Hydraulic Sampson 
Roller (will handle flat bar angle stock up to 2” pipe) 
//Welders, 2-Miller200, 1-Miller300 & 1-Miller400// 
Lincoln TIG (2yr)// HD LincolnS�ck Welder TM 
400/400// Propane Torches c/w carts, no tanks// 
3-Portable thermal ARC various sizes// Large quan�ty 
of Welding Rod & Wire// Ultra Max 490 PC Pro Airless 
Paint Sprayer(2yr)// Acetylene Track Cu�er// Thermal 
ARC Plasma Cu�er PAC 5xR// HD Cut Off Saw (cuts up 
to 4”) // 3/4 HP Band Saw// Paint Booth Fully 
Equipped in Moveable 20’ Container// Various Steel 
Work Benches // 2-50 gal Upright HD Air Compres-
sors// Lots of HD Hand Tools, Grinders & Drills// 
Variety of Chain Hoists// Welding Cables(various 
lengths)// Inventory of New Steel & SS Stock// 
Eyewash Sta�on// Job site Enuiro Flex Smoke 
Extractor// Portable Work Cage for Forkli�// Quan�ty 
of Scaffold & Decks.
PICKUPS & TRAILER: Tandem 8’x12’ Flat Steel Deck 
Trailer//2008 Ford F150 4x4 Crew Cab c/w Pipe 
Rack//2008 Honda Ridgeline 4x4 //2008 Ford Edge 
SUV SEL AWD (All vehicles currently being driven, 
Selling AS IS)
NOTE: This will be a full Sale with lots not men�oned; 
SHOP IS SOLD

Kurtz Auctions Inc.
SHOP CLOSEOUT AUCTION
FOR CHAARANI WELDING

CONSISTING OF WELDING & 
FABRICATING EQUIPMENT, TOOLS, 
INVENTORY, PICKUPS & TRAILER

Auctioneer: Kurtz Auctions Inc. 
519-836-0342

See www.kurtzauc�onsinc.caand h�ps://www.facebook.com/
brian.kurtz.3950 for photos and update on new items. 
Terms: NO buyer’s premium. Cash and/or Debit. Cheque with proper 
ID. Any announcements day of sale take precedence over ads. 
Auc�oneer, Auc�on company or proprietors not responsible for 
accidents, injury, damage or loss of property on sale day. 

Auction

ENS 

Poultry

Inc.

PLANT 

MANAGER 

/HR

Contact Stuart 

at 519-404-2642

•  Knowledge of 

Production and 

Food Safety 

Handling

•  Need Good 

People Skills

•  Working with Staff 

and Delegating

•  Eager to learn

•  ENS is willing 

to train

DO YOU OR 

SOMEONE YOU 

KNOW WANT A 

MANAGEMENT JOB?

ENS 

Poultry

Inc.

AZ/DZ 

DRIVER 

Elora, ON 

519-404-2624

For Live Bird Handling

Mostly nights. 

1-3 times a week. 

Looking for semi retired 

driver to respond on 

short notice. 

Days delivery to GTA 

with refrigerated 

straight truck.

Is looking for a 

Part Time or Fill In 

Help WantedHelp Wanted Farm Services
BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George Haff-
ner Trucking 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

Wanted
BUYING ALL POCKET 
OR WRIST WATCHES 
, working or not. Omega 
I.W.C. Bretling, Rolex, 
Tudor, Patek, Universal, 
Hamilton, Ball, Howard 
etc, especially inter-
ested in vintage, gold & 
silver jewellery all coins 
& bank notes, all group 
of 7 paintings, scrap 
gold & sliver toys, mili-
tary items. Call Terry 
@ 242-6900 or galla-
more@golden.net, fair 
honest prices. Confi-
dentiality assured. 
Have mask, will travel.

Comm/
Industrial For 
Rent

COMMERCIAL ROOM 
FOR RENT. 69 AND 73 
Arthur St S. Elmira. 
Contact the Clock 
Tower Wellness Centre. 
519-669-4425.

Rentals
ELMIRA-AVAILABLE 
JUNE 1. 2 BEDROOM 
separate unit in quiet 
5 plex, 1 full bath, 2 
level apartment, sepa-
rate entry, separate 
parking for 2, walk out 
to private patio, new 
in suite laundry, new 
custom cabinetry, 
white appliances: new 
stove, polished floors, 
no carpet (allergy free), 
$2400/m plus utilities. 
Need first and last 
months rent to hold. 
Call Juliana to view! 
519-588-5617.

Trades & 
Services

C U S TO M  L AW N 
OVERSEEDING AND 
lawn seeding. Call 
519-503-5641.

Garage Sales
5 BURLWOOD DRIVE, 
ELMIRA, SATURDAY 
May 14/22 from 8 am to 
2 pm. Something for 
everyone! Automo-
tive, furniture, indoor/
outdoor light fixtures, 
tools, puzzles, books, 
home decor and more.

M U LT I  FA M I LY 
GARAGE SALE -7221 
Line 86 R#3 Wallen-
stein. May 13 and 
14 from 8:00 - 4:00. 
Something for every-
one!

Garage Sales
HEIDELBERG TOWN-
W I D E  A N N U A L 
Garage Sale Saturday, 
May 14 2022 8 am - 
12 pm. We are back! 
Shop the quaint town 
of Heidelberg for trea-
sures of every kind. For 
the past 25 years over 
80 households have 
taken part each year, 
with something for 
everyone's taste. Rain 
or shine don't miss out. 
We will follow guide-
lines by the Region for 
health protocols. For 
more information email 
us at parksandrec.
heidelberg@gmail.com

MULTI FAMILY YARD 
SALE. MAY 14, 8A.M. 
-1p.m. 8 Wyatt St., 
Elmira, beside the 
Beer Store.

SAT MAY 14, 8 AM, 6 
T H R U S H  C R T , 
Elmira. Household 
and decor items, girls 
toys, cordless mower, 
garden tools, much 
more.

SAT. MAY 21, 7AM, 35 
M U S C OV E Y  D R , 
ELMIRA. Boys/girls 
clothing, toys, house-
hold, electrical items/
tools.

Word ads and Help Wanted  
Continued from page 15

Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd. is an industry leader 
using state of the art technology and resources.  The 
majority of the software programs used in our 
manufacturing, transportation and administrative 
processes are developed in-house by our IT team 
and contract company.

POSITION SUMMARY:
Providing IT customer service/support for business 
technology including but not limited to, desktops, 
laptops, mobile devices, applications, desktop 
telephones and printers.

KEY AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY:
• Help Desk and customer support
• Track new features of Microsoft products, prepare 

training and train end users on Microsoft products
• Mobile device management software
• Set up and troubleshoot internal software programs
• Setting up cell phones and computers for staff
• Provide printer and desktop telephone support
• Maintain up-to-date computer skills and knowledge

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Proven patience with people and situations and a 

friendly, service-oriented demeanor
• Excellent communications skills (oral and written) 

and strong presentation skills
• Strength in follow through and attention to detail 

including accuracy of own work
• Strong organizational skills
• Analytical thinker
• Ability to work under pressure while balancing 

multiple priorities
• Able to contribute positively in a team environment 

and work independently
• A natural curiosity and strong problem-solving skills
• Working knowledge of MS Office and Teams

POSITION DETAILS:
• Position is based at the main office in Wallenstein
• May involve travel to Monkton Ontario (2nd location)
• Primarily weekday hours with a requirement to flex 

hours occasionally based on business needs
• Hours start at 8 am or later, 8 hours per day, 

requirement to work one day per week until 5 pm
We are committed to employment equity and encourage applications from 
all qualified individuals. Accommodations are available at all stages of the 

recruitment process upon request.

IT Help Desk

If you are interested in applying for this position, 
please submit your resume to careers@wfs.ca.

Help Wanted

PUT YOUR MONEY 
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS  
Support the local businesses that keep your community  
and its newspapers thriving.

Stickers, buttons, 
flip pads, journals, 
mugs, pens, 
books, touques, 
caps & more.

newsmart.ca

Support your local newspaper.
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 ↆ R E A L  E S A T E

FREE

Call for details:
519-503-2753

HOME
EVALUATION

Listings Needed!
Thinking of Selling?
Listings Needed!
Thinking of Selling?

ACCREDITED 
SENIORS AGENT

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Emily Minielly

519-504-6247
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com

$899,000$899,000

ELMIRA  -  This family home in 
Elmira is waiting for you! 42 
Oakcliffe offers so much curb 
appeal with a covered front 
porch and oversized garage! 
Step into a large front 
entryway that flows naturally 
into the open concept main 
floor. Get excited about the 
dream kitchen boasting ample 
cabinetry, a wrap-around 
breakfast bar, tile & ceramic 
backsplash, tile flooring, and 
an open design. Cozy up next 
to the corner fireplace in your 
living room or take a walk out 
the large sliding glass doors, 
right off your dinette, to enjoy 
the fenced backyard with a 
stamped concrete patio. The 
convenient main floor laundry 
and mudroom offer extra 
storage and access to the 

$950,000$950,000 breakfast bar, tile & ceramic 
backsplash, tile flooring, and 
an open design. Cozy up next 
to the corner fireplace in your 
living room or take a walk out 
the large sliding glass doors, SOLDWINTERBOURNE -This charming Quebec-style, custom-built, one-owner home greets you 

with its beautiful antique wrought iron fence and picturesque curb appeal. Located in a quiet 
village and nestled amongst mature trees, this property is extremely private and overlooks 
open fields. Quality built, this home offers a master bedroom retreat with skylights, walk-in 
closet, an oversized shower, gas fireplace and a private balcony, 2 other bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, original hardwood floors, main floor laundry, main floor wood stove, finished 
rec-room, wired for a generator, and is meticulously maintained from top to bottom. Situated 
on a large 100ft x 168ft lot, you can relax and fully appreciate the stunning sunrises in the 
morning or enjoy some time with family at the fire pit! The outbuildings consist of a spacious 
18ft x 26ft workshop with a second floor perfect for gatherings or hobbies, a woodshed, and 
another shed (ideal for kayaks but can be used for anything). Lots of room to park in the triple 
wide driveway and insulated double car garage that’s equipped with hydro and gas heat. Get 
outside and take advantage of the nearby walking trails, snowmobile trails, and steps to the 
Grand River. This property is a 10-minute drive to KW and a 10-minute drive to Elmira. What a 
dream come true, don’t wait to see this wonderful home that really has it all!!!

garage. The upper-level family room with vaulted ceiling steals the show with large windows 
offering so much natural light. The third floor continues with two good-sized bedrooms and a 
generous-sized master bedroom featuring a large walk-in closet and a 4-piece en-suite 
bathroom.  Need more space? The basement is large and awaits your unique design and finishing 
touches! This is the perfect family-friendly neighbourhood and close to all amenities including 
schools, shopping, parks, and the rec center. Don’t wait to see this wonderful property!  

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

NEW LISTING

114 Maple St., Drayton

Nearly new Semi-detached w/double ga-
rage! 1,759 sq. ft.  Open concept main 
fl r with kitchen, dining and living space. 
Lovely cabinetry w/granite counters & 
island, laminate fl ooring, 2 pc bath and 
9’ ceilings on main fl r. Second fl r boasts 
spacious upper family room, 3 bdrms, 4 
pc bathroom & laundry closet. Master 
bdrm with 3 pc ensuite and large clos-
et. Unspoiled basement with rough-in 
for 2 pc bath. Numerous upgrades at 
time of building. Backing onto farmland.  
$689,900.00 New MLS

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

4751 Herrgott Road, Wallenstein • 519-669-2091  

CLOSED Sun. & Mon. OPEN Tues.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-12 
AFTER HOURS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Specializing in 
Paint & Wall 

coveringsDECORATING
SINCE 1961

Specializing in 

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S

27 Arthur St. S. • 519-669-3658

18 Arthur St. N. • 519-669-2561

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties

Turkeys - Ducks
Ready-to-lay-pullets

Bicycle Safety
ↆ B I C Y C L E  S A F E T Y

Safe Riding Tips
Before using your bicycle, make sure it is ready to ride. 
You should always inspect your bike to make sure all 
parts are secure and working properly.

Remember to:
 Wear a Properly Fitted 

Bicycle Helmet
 Adjust Your 

Bicycle to Fit
 Check Your 

Equipment
 See and Be Seen
 Control Your Bicycle
 Watch for and Avoid 

Road Hazards

 Avoid Riding at Night
 Go With the 

Traffic Flow
 Obey All Traffic Laws
 Yield to Traffic 

When Appropriate
 Be Predictable
 Stay Alert at All Times
 Look Before Turning
 Watch for Parked Cars

The majority of bicycle injuries do not involve motor vehicles. Most are 
falls, collisions with stationary objects, and collisions with other bikes or 
pedestrians result from the bicyclist losing control, and most occur less than 
fi ve blocks from home, in familiar surroundings.

But the most serious incidents - including over 90 per cent of cyclist deaths - 
involve motor vehicles. In most collisions involving child cyclists, the child’s 
action is a key factor. He or she may have violated a law or may simply have 
poor road sense. Teach your children as if their life depended on the lessons. 
It does.

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

G A N G S T A R

Solutions for this week's puzzles.

Find this week's Playtime page on 22

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

BOOKING FOR 2022

(ELMIRA)
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ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

In Memoriam

Death Notices

BAUMAN, CLEASON - Passed away 
peacefully at home, surrounded by the 
love of his family, on Tuesday, May 3, 
2022, at the age of 84.

GOODWIN, LEONARD EARL CARLTON - 
Passed away peacefully at Wellington 
Terrace, Fergus on Friday, May 6, 2022 in 
his 84th year, formerly of West Montrose.

HOFFMAN, GARY  -  Gary, 78, of Waterloo, 
Ontario, passed away peacefully at home 
on May 2, 2022, four years after being 
diagnosed with Progressive Supranuclear 
Palsy (PSP), a degenerative neurological 
disorder. Gary was the owner of Hoffman 
Auto Oiling in Elmira.

LORNA JEAN DRAPER - Lorna was carried 
into heaven in the arms of Jesus on May 5, 
2022, at the age of 70. Local relatives are 
her brother Roy (Barb) Draper of Elmira.

You rest in the arms of the angels  
in a place of peace and love.

Watching over us always from 
Heaven above. 

Our cherished Husband, Father 
and Grandpa who passed away 

2 years ago May 13, 2020.

Lovingly remembered, and never to  
be forgotten by Maryellen, Rod (Cindy), 
Todd (Marcie), Matthew, Jessica, Tyler, 

Sydney (Scott) and Lincoln.

In loving memory  of

Herb Townsend

Please join us as we celebrate the life of

February 9, 1942 - March 11, 2022
John David Weigel

We invite friends and loved ones to join 
his family to celebrate his life on Saturday, 

May 14, 2022 1:00-4:00 at Lions Hall,  
40 South Street West in Elmira.

ObituaryCelebration of Life

Happy 21st Griff! 

You can have that wine legally now!

Birthday

Mambella, Teresa C. (Terry)
Unexpectedly, but peacefully, while 
in hospital, Terry Mambella in her 
88th year, passed away with family 
by her side. Survived by her daughter 
Desiree (Bob Prachar), grandchildren 
Aaron Saloman (Cate Desrochers), 
and Hayley Bates, her niece Charlene 
Davidson (Niall), her steadfast 
companions Krista-Lyn Somerville, 
Mary Norris, and David Gingrich, as 
well as many other cousins, nieces, 
nephews, and friends. A graveside 
service will be held at Woodland 
Cemetery, 119 Arlington Blvd, 
Kitchener, on Saturday, May 14, 2022 
at 11:00 am.

 ❖ www.erbgood.com

Oscar Arthur Bloch 
February 24, 1939 - May 6, 2022

Oscar Arthur Bloch passed away 
peacefully on Friday, May 6, 2022 at 
Grand River Hospital, Kitchener, at 
the age of 83. Beloved husband for 55 
years to the late Diane Margaret Bloch 
(née Feil) of Elmira. Loving father 
of Kevin Bloch (Shelley), Jeff Bloch 
(Denise), and Brent Bloch (Kyla). Dear 
Grandpa to Dawson, Reid, Kyla, Adam, 
Hadley and Finley. He is survived by 
his brother, Ervin Bloch (Jennie), 
and his in-laws: Bruce Feil, Theresa 
Baritz-Feil (Sam), Linda Feil-Fraser 
(Darwin), Michael Feil (Darlene), 
Lea Doll (Peter), and many nieces 
and nephews. Predeceased by his 
parents, Edmund Bloch (Martha), and 
his in-laws: Audrey Bloch, Frederick 
Feil (Ila), Brian Feil (Audrey), Barrie 
Feil, and Judy Feil. Oscar was a beef 
and pork farmer north of Elmira, but 
caring for his laying hens gave him 
fulfillment in his final years. He was a 
lifelong member of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Elmira, and a devoted 
euchre player with the “Woopee 
Card Club” for several decades. Oscar 
played hockey in Elmira and Elora, 
won the Intermediate C championship 
in 1961, and was honoured as a lifetime 
member of the Elora Rocks in 1995. 
Oscar also supported the Elmira 
Sugar Kings Jr. B team, as a director 
and volunteer, and as a stalwart fan 
since the 1970s. It gave him pride 
to see all his boys involved with the 
Kings in some way: as a player, coach, 
general manager, or referee. Oscar was 
a conversationalist - both in English 
and in Pennsylvania Dutch - and he 
connected with his family, friends, 
and Mennonite neighbours through 
his quick-witted remarks, remarkable 
blue eyes, and his inescapable hand 
grip. He employed these same 
techniques when selling sweet corn, 
cash calendars, eggs, and summer 
sausage; he rarely took “no” for an 
answer. The family would like to 
extend gratitude to the staff at Grand 
River Hospital, to Lea and Peter Doll, 
and to the various support people 
who cared for Oscar at his home. A 
private family funeral will be held 
on Thursday, May 12, 2022 at 11 a.m., 
and may be viewed on Oscar’s tribute 
page on the Dreisinger Funeral Home 
website. Following the funeral, a 
public interment ceremony will take 
place at the Elora Municipal Cemetery, 
367 South St., Elora, at 12:30 p.m.  A 
public celebration of life for Oscar and 
Diane will be held on Saturday, June 
18, 2022 from 1- 5 p.m. at the Elmira 
Lions Hall, 40 South St. W., Elmira.  As 
expressions of sympathy, donations 
to the Kidney Foundation, the Heart 
and Stroke Foundation, or the Elmira 
Sugar Kings would be appreciated by 
the family, and may be made through 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with 
residual built in 

Serving KW and 
surrounding area

Thorncreek Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest 
Management 

ↆ L O C A L  S E R V I C E S

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

Your Complete Source for Landscaping & Lawn Care
 Landscape Build
 Interlocking Stone
 Retaining Walls & Steps
Water Features 
 Back Hoe & Skid Steer 

Services
 Sodding & Seeding 

 Planting, Pruning & 
Mulching 

 Rolling & Aerating 
 Over Seeding 
 Fertilizing 
Weed Management 
 Chinchbug Control 

Get your
FREE

quote now!

10%
OFF

Prepayment  
Discounts for 

Lawn Care

 Grub Control 
 Sod Webworm Control 

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-4

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

Michael Paul Straus
It is with heavy hearts that the family 
announces the peaceful passing of 
Michael Paul Straus at St. Joseph’s 
Home - Carmel Hospice in Medicine 
Hat, Alberta, on Wednesday, April 20, 
2022, at the age of 46 years. He was 
born on January 14, 1976, in Kitchener, 
Ontario to Larry and Donna Straus. 
Michael lived in Red Deer and Stettler, 
Alberta for many years and was 
formerly from St. Clements, Ontario. 
He was a “free spirit” who spent many 
years travelling throughout Alberta 
and the West. A kind and gentle soul 
who enjoyed playing the guitar and 
writing music. Michael is survived by 
his mother, Donna Straus (nee Leader) 
of Waterloo, Ontario; sister, Laurie 
Wittie (nee Straus) of Elmira, Ontario 
and her children Rachel and Brayden 
and his brother, Brian (Alison) Straus 
of Cambridge, Ontario and their 
children, Caden and Chloe. Michael 
was pre-deceased by his father, Larry 
Straus on May 24, 2020. A private 
funeral will take place in Ontario at 
a later date. The family is grateful to 
the caregivers, volunteers and staff at 
St. Joseph’s Home - Carmel Hospice 
who cared for Michael during his final 
days, comforting him as he passed 
into the hands of God. Michael is now 
at eternal peace. Condolences may be 
expressed by visiting the funeral home 
website at www.cooksouthland.com

Obituary

100 % LOCAL

Love, your family

Happy   
Anniversary

Joe & Lori Merlihan

Anniversary

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. 
Order online at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Sell it in the Observer
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Living HereLiving Here Wellesley council this week gave its endorse-
ment to a proposal from Signum Wireless to 
erect an 80-metre communication tower at 
3232 Hutchison Rd. The decision ultimately 
lies with the federal government, which 
regulates telecommunications matters, the 
township is a commenting agency in this 
case.

The Wellesley & District Lions Club will have 
use of the Albert Erb Park, Wellesley arena 
and splash pad for its 'community summer 
kick off' event on June 18, with township 
council this week agreeing to waive the 
associated fees. The duck race and other 
events are part of the club's fundraising 
efforts for the new Wellesley Township 
Recreation Centre.

Comm tower in Wellesley Lions host a ducky event

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I be-
gan menopause about two 
years ago at age 52. I am 
noticing that I am begin-
ning to experience vaginal 
dryness. Is this normal? Is 
there anything that can be 
done about it? I have tried 
using over-the-counter 
lubricants, and they don't 
help much.

ANSWER: Vaginal dryness 
is common in women who 
are approaching meno-
pause and those who have 
gone through menopause. 
Other related symptoms 

Treatment for vaginal dryness for menopausal women

include vaginal and vulvar 
irritation; burning or 
itching; discomfort or pain 
with sexual activity; and 
urinary symptoms, such 
as more frequent or urgent 
urination, urge leak, and 
urinary tract infections. 
Together, these symp-
toms are referred to as 
"genitourinary syndrome 
of menopause," or GSM. 
These symptoms occur 

in roughly half of meno-
pausal women and are 
even more common in 
women with breast cancer.

In contrast to hot 
flashes, which typically 
improve over time, symp-
toms of genitourinary 
syndrome of menopause 
generally do not get better 
with time and may worsen. 
Over-the-counter prod-
ucts can help. But when 
they do not, prescription 
medications are often a 
useful alternative.

Before menopause, a 
thin layer of moisture 

coats the vaginal walls. 
When a woman is sexu-
ally aroused, more blood 
flows to the pelvic organs. 
That produces more 
lubricating vaginal fluid. 
But hormonal changes 
can affect the amount 
and consistency of the 
moisture. For middle-age 
women, those changes are 
frequently triggered by 
menopause.

As a woman ages, 
her body makes less of 
the hormone estrogen. 
In the time just before 
and during menopause, 

estrogen decline becomes 
more rapid. As a result 
of the loss of estrogen, 
blood flow to the vagina 
decreases, the walls 
become thinner and less 
elastic, and moisture 
decreases.

Several types of over-
the-counter nonpre-
scription products are 
available to relieve vaginal 
dryness. Water-, oil- or 
silicone-based lubricants 
can be effective, and they 
are intended to be used 
for sexual activity. Mois-
turizers that mimic your 

body's natural lubrication 
are used regularly – every 
one to three days – to 
help maintain vulvar and 
vaginal moisture. For the 
greatest effect, they need 
to be used consistently. 
You may need to try a few 
varieties of these products 
to find the one that works 
best for you.

You also may be able to 
decrease vaginal dryness 
by avoiding the use of 
products on sensitive 
vulvar and vaginal tissues 
that could cause irritation, 

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

A GROUP OF LOCAL 
WOMEN are walking 132 
kilometres to raise funds 
to support women who 
are farmers and entrepre-
neurs in Ghana.

The group is walking 
the length of the Guelph 
to Goderich Trail, and the 
project is called “Guelph 
to Goderich to Ghana to 
GROW.” The goal is to 
raise $100,000. So far the 
group has raised $87,500, 
said Elaine Shantz, one 
of the organizers of the 
project.

“I’ve been given many 
opportunities to develop 
as a leader and I always 
feel privileged when I can 
support another woman 
to grow in their career. 
And often this is within 
the organization in which 
I work, and so to be able 
to expand this to support 
women globally, is an 
incredible opportunity,” 
Shantz said. “As a group 
we’re not only helping 
them to survive and take 
care of their families, but 

to realize their dreams, 
just like we are as women 
leaders, and as business 
owners. So that’s pretty 
exciting.”

The funds will be given 
to the Greater Rural 
Opportunities for Women 
GROW2 project run by 
the Mennonite Economic 

Some fancy footwork for international development

→ GOING THE DISTANCE 23

A group of local women are walking to raise funds for women farmers and entrepreneurs in Ghana. Taking part are Miriam Turnbull, 
Jenny Shantz, Tara Proper, Lindsay Wallace, Jennifer Barnes, Wendy Clayson, Marcia Scheffler, Brenda Leis, Dorothy Nyambi, Lisa Fehr 
and Elaine Shantz. Leah Gerber

Local women trekking from Guelph to Goderich to raise funds for women farmers and entrepreneurs in Ghana

Development Agency. It’s 
a continuation of the orig-
inal GROW project MEDA 
ran in Ghana from 2012 to 
2018.

The fundraising walk 
started as an idea about a 
year ago between Shantz 
and a colleague who had 
both helped raise funds 

for the original GROW 
project.

“We were talking about 
how we’ve had two years 
of COVID, and both of us 
in healthcare, were very 
immersed in that. And we 
were talking about how 
it would really be great to 
do something again, that 

would make a difference,” 
she said.

They contacted MEDA 
staff who said their efforts 
would be best put toward 
the GROW2 project which 
was just getting off the 
ground.

Shantz recruited 
women to join the trek, 

some she knew, and some 
were referred. Along with 
Shantz, the walk’s partici-
pants now include Miriam 
Turnbull, Lisa Fehr, 
Jennifer Barnes, Brenda 
Leis, Tara Proper, Jenny 
Shantz, Dorothy Nyambi 
(MEDA’s president and 
CEO), Marcia Scheffler, 
Wendy Clayson and Lind-
say Wallace.

Participants have been 
training for the trek, 
and held a practice day 
walking the first section 
of the trail from Guelph to 
Elmira in March.

During the day’s walk, 
“everyone had a chance 
to feel what it was like to 
get out there and put our 
hiking shoes on and begin 
the journey and to start to 
get to know each other. So 
that really was an inspir-
ing day,” said Shantz.

The rest of the trek 
started Wednesday and 
began at the portion of the 
entrance to the trail off of 
Arthur Street in Elmira. 
From there, the partici-
pants will walk about 20 
to 25 kilometres each day 

→ MAYO CLINC 23

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

Customer satisfaction 
& safety is our #1 priority.
If you are ever not completely happy with your 

service or have any concerns, please let us know! 

Your feedback is a helping tool and 
allows us to serve you better. 
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ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK
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ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

THURSDAY, MAY 12
▢ St. Peter's Heidelberg Book Sale for Ukraine Effort, 
Thursday to Saturday. Used books in great condition 
for all ages and types of readers.  Children’s books, 
fiction, non-fiction, recipe, puzzles, CDs, DVDs. 
Something for everyone. Sale begins Thursday, May 
12 9 a.m.to 4 p.m.; Friday, May 13 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.; 
Saturday, May 14 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Cash only sale. The 
more you buy the better the price.

FRIDAY, MAY 13
▢ Elmira Legion Delicious Chicken Dinner with pota-
toes, vegetables, roll and dessert. Serving from 5-6 
p.m. Takeout only,   $15/person. To order call Donna: 
519-669-5894.

TUESDAY MAY 17
▢ Tuesday Takeout Lunch at Gale Presbyterian. 
Drive-Thru Pick-Up 11:30am - 12:30pm. Gale Pres-
byterian Church, 10 Barnswallow Dr. Elmira. Menu: 
Hawaiian chicken & rice, hot vegetable, bread, salad 
and dessert. **RSVP by May 12 to office@galepres-
byterian.com or 519-669-2852. 

WEDNESDAY MAY 18
▢ Junior Garden Club 2022 ages 8-14 years. Starts 
Wednesday May 18 and runs weekly until August 
24th. For signup form and small fee, contact Andria at 
St. Jacobs Country Gardens (519)664-0404. Loca-
tion of Jr. Garden Club is 5 First St. E., Elmira.

WEDNESDAY MAY 25
▢ Seniors Community Dining 12 p.m., Linwood 
Community Centre, 5279 Ament Line, Linwood.
Community Care Concepts invites you to join us for 
lunch and fellowship. Cost: $12. Must pre-register 
by noon on May 20 by calling 519-664-1900 or Toll 
Free: 1-855-664-1900. This event will adhere to the 
current provincial regulations that apply on the date 
of the events.

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Tahini and banana, 
a popular pairing 

You know peanut 
butter, but have you 

tried tahini? While peanut 
butter is made by grind-
ing up peanuts, tahini is 
a paste made by grinding 
up toasted sesame seeds 
and is a popular ingre-
dient in Middle Eastern 

cuisine (think hummus). 
Just be sure to stir it up 
before measuring for this 
dish.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Tahini-Banana Snack Cake
▢ Vegetable oil spray

▢ 1 1⁄2 cups (7 1⁄2 ounces) 
all- purpose flour

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon salt

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon baking 
soda

▢ 3 very ripe bananas 
(skins should be speck-
led black)

▢ 4 tablespoons 
unsalted butter, cut into 

4 pieces and softened

▢ 1 1⁄4 cups (8 3⁄4 ounces) 
sugar

▢ 1⁄3 cup tahini

▢ 2 large eggs

▢ 3⁄4 teaspoon vanilla 
extract

▢ 1⁄4 cup (2 ounces) 
whole milk

▢ 2 teaspoons sesame 
seeds

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

9:30 am

Erv Wiens
Preaching

1. Adjust oven rack 
to middle position 
and heat oven to 350 
degrees. Spray inside 
bottom and sides 
of an 8- inch square 
metal baking pan with 
vegetable oil spray. 
Line bottom of the 
baking pan with an 
8- inch square piece 
of parchment paper.

2. In a medium bowl, 
whisk together flour, 
salt and baking soda.

3. Peel bananas and 
place in a large bowl. 
Use a large fork or 
potato masher to 
mash bananas until 
broken down but still 
chunky. Measure out 1 
cup mashed bananas 
(discard any extra).

4. In the bowl of a 
stand mixer fitted with 
a paddle attachment 
(or large bowl if using 
a handheld mixer), 
combine softened 
butter, sugar and 
tahini. Start mixer on 
medium- high speed. 
Beat until mixture 
is light and fluffy, 
3 to 4 minutes.

5. Add eggs and 
beat until combined, 
about 30 seconds. 
Add mashed bananas 
and vanilla and beat 
until incorporated, 
about 30 seconds.

6. Add half of the flour 

mixture. Start mixer 
on low speed and 
mix until combined, 
about 1 minute. With 
the mixer running, 
slowly pour in milk and 
mix until combined, 
about 30 seconds.

7. Add the remaining 
flour mixture. Start 
mixer on low speed 
and mix until well 
combined, about 
1 minute. Remove 
bowl from stand 
mixer, if using.

8. Use a rubber spatula 
to scrape down the 
sides of the bowl and 
stir in any remain-
ing dry flour. Scrape 
batter into the parch-
ment-lined baking 
pan and smooth top 
(make sure to spread 
batter into corners to 
create an even layer). 
Sprinkle sesame 
seeds over top.

9. Place baking pan in 
the oven. Bake until the 
cake is deep golden 
brown and a toothpick 
inserted in the center 
comes out clean, 40 to 
50 minutes. Transfer 
the baking pan to a 
cooling rack and let the 
cake cool completely in 
the pan, about 2 hours.

10. Remove cake 
from baking pan and 
discard parchment. 
Cut the cake into 
pieces and serve.

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT 
FUND: RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL 
NEEDS DUE TO COVID-19

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual. 

Additional information:
Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 Woolwich Community Services
 Woolwich Counseling Centre
 Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:
Woolwich Community Services
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordFind-A-Word THEME: COUNTRIESWord of the Week

ACROSS
1. Armageddon
4. Haul
7. "Go, ___!"
11. Blunted blade
12. Effortless
13. Object of many 

prayers
15. Australia
17. Finale
18. Banned pesticide
19. Sound setup
21. Lulu
22. Agreement
23. A long, long time
24. Chop finely
27. Branch
28. Build a levee on
30. Maple genus
33. Exploded
36. Adhered (to)
38. Slight
39. Anger
40. Berth place
41. Thick, circular, and 

deep cooking pot
43. A ___ pittance
45. Choir member
46. Hawk
48. ___ de deux
50. Level, in London
51. Not "fer"
53. ___ Royal Highness
56. '-- be a pleasure'
58. On fire

60. ___-Wan Kenobi
61. Bridge support
64. Adequate 

maneuvering space
66. 2007 Michael 

Moore movie
67. Argentine 

timber tree
68. Call to a mate
69. "Comme ci, 

comme ça"
70. Affirmative vote
71. Talk, talk, talk

DOWN
1. Lyric poem
2. Red-spotted 

creatures
3. Animal house

4. Burdened
5. ___ manual
6. Circular course
7. Central truth
8. "A Nightmare on 

___ Street"
9. Smallest infinite 

cardinal number
10. O. Henry's "The 

Gift of the ___"

11. Christian Science 
founder

12. Put away, in a way
14. Accident
16. ___-friendly
20. Electrical unit
25. "20/20" network
26. Does a Latin dance
27. Fighting force
28. The America's 

Cup trophy, e.g.
29. Jersey, e.g.
30. Quiz
31. Applaud
32. St. Cuthbert's duck
34. Citrus fruit
35. "... ___ he drove 

out of sight"
37. Mail place: Abbr.
42. Driver's lic. 

and others
44. Parasites
47. Grassland
49. Again
51. Put to rest, as fears
52. Bit of Gothic 

architecture
53. Ado
54. Downloaded novel
55. Frost-covered
56. Part of T.G.I.F.
57. Threesome
59. ___ carotene
62. Calypso offshoot
63. ___ sauce
65. 2004 nominee

ACROSS
1. Act servilely
7. Blue moon, e.g.
8. Football play
9. ___ acid
10. Small or 

medium-sized 
songbird

DOWN
1. "Super!"
2. Russian 

alternative
3. Command
4. Art appreciation
5. Cases for trivia
6. "Dune" director 

David

AUSTRALIA
 BURUNDI
 CHAD
 CHILE
 CHINA

 CUBA
 ECUADOR
 EGYPT
 ETHIOPIA
 FIJI

 GHANA
 INDIA
 IRAN
 ITALY
 KENYA

 LAOS
 MALI
 MYANMAR
 NAURU
 NIGER

 OMAN
 RUSSIA
 RWANDA
 SPAIN
 SYRIA

 TOGO
 TONGA
 TURKEY
 USA

CONCLAVE
can be a private meeting, a secret 
assembly, or a general gathering.

17

If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

Your coffee pairs nicely 
with the local news.

newsmart.ca

The store for newspaper readers.

Pick up our exclusive and very limited 
25th Anniversary mugs today. 11oz 
ceramic offered in two different styles and 
headlines. Get them before they are gone.
ceramic offered in two different styles and 
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Crispy Kale Salad
▢ 1⁄4 cup olive oil

▢ 1⁄4 cup white 
balsamic vinegar

▢ 1 tsp. maple syrup

▢ Pinch of salt/

pepper

▢ 1 bunch kale, 
coarse stems 
removed

▢ 1⁄4 cup pine nuts, 
toasted

▢ 1⁄4 cup dried 
currants

▢ 1 Tbsp. grated 
lemon rind

▢ 1⁄4 cup shaved 
Pecorino cheese

Easily adding kale into the mix

Okay, so I’ve gotten the 
kale home, it’s really 

pretty but what in the heck 
do I do with it?

Here’s a great recipe that 
will not only make your 
kale tolerable, but also 
quite tasty.

It’s got a touch of 
sweetness and some great 
textures.

Firstly, don’t be afraid.
Secondly embrace the 

fact that, yes, it is firm and 

chewy.
The two most important 

things are to remove thick 
spines and throw them 
into your green bin. Then 
take each leaf and massage 
it thoroughly. This 
does not mean to light 
candles or burn incense 

or anything like that, just 
simply squeeze in your 
hands a couple times and 
then cut into thin strips.

This sounds like more 
than two things, but you 
get the idea.

Now you’re good to go 
and add your kale into any 
recipe!

If you can’t find white 
balsamic, then white wine 
vinegar will work just as 
well.

ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of 
St. Jacobs, which hosts private events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast and lunch 
in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

CHEF   
DUFF 

Recipes from 
the chef's table

such as antibacterial or 
perfumed soaps, bubble 
baths, bath oils and 
hand lotion. Also avoid 
perfumed or scented toilet 
paper and laundry deter-
gent. Do not use douches 
or flavoured/warming 
lubricants.

Make sure your partner 
knows what's happen-
ing too. Talk about what 
feels good during sex and 
what doesn't. When you 
are intimate with your 
partner, give yourself 
plenty of time to become 
adequately aroused. That 
can help with lubrication. 
Having painless inter-
course regularly also may 
reduce vaginal dryness. It 
is important to note that 
intercourse should not be 
painful.

If those steps are not 
enough to overcome 

dryness or discomfort 
with sexual activity, make 
an appointment to see 
your health care provider. 
In addition to confirming 
that your symptoms are 
related to menopause and 
not some other cause, 
he or she may suggest a 
prescription that contains 
a low dose of hormones 
delivered locally to vulvar 
and vaginal tissues. Topi-
cal forms of dehydroe-
piandrosterone (vaginal 
insert) and estrogen (vagi-
nal cream, ring, tablet 
and insert) effectively 
treat vaginal dryness and 
pain with sexual activity 
related to loss of estro-
gen. These products are 
used as long as needed to 
manage symptoms, and 
they can be used long 
term without concern 
for serious side effects. 
An oral medication – 

ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

ospemifene – is a selective 
estrogen receptor modu-
lator, or SERM, that also is 
approved to treat vaginal 
dryness and painful sex 
related to menopause. 
Your health care provider 
can help you decide which 
prescription treatment is 
right for you.

Although vaginal 
dryness is a common 
problem for women your 
age, it is not a condition 
that you have to learn to 
live with. Safe and effec-
tive treatments are avail-
able that can help women 
reduce vulvar and vaginal 
dryness, and remain 
sexually active long past 
menopause.

MAYO CLINIC: Finding ways to ease the discomfort 
→ FROM 20

For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

to cover the remaining 
105 kilometres between 
Elmira and Goderich until 
May 15.  

Drivers will be assisting 
the group to pick them up 
at the end of their walks, 
and then drop them off on 
the trail the next day. The 
last two days the women 
will stay in overnight 
accommodations. One of 
the drivers is a registered 
nurse who will be avail-
able for any minor issues, 
said Shantz.

There will be a tailgate 
water stop somewhere 
along the way each day as 
well, she said.

What was MEDA staff’s 
reaction to hearing 
Shantz’s proposal for a 
fundraiser?

“Amazement,” said 
MEDA’s senior develop-
ment officer Dean Shoe-
maker. “We are very, very 
fortunate to have commit-
ted supporters.

“The other thing that 
was really neat is that 
they’re engaging with 
other women in leader-
ship, who are also newer to 
knowing about MEDA,” he 
said. “So that’s the other 
thing that’s really valuable 
for us as an organization is 
that we have other people 
becoming interested in 
MEDA because of what 
they’re doing.”

The GROW2 project 
is aimed to help women 
in Ghana access land, 
labour-saving, climate-
smart technologies, 
affordable inputs and 
sustainable business 
development services, 
according to the project’s 
webpage.

The project is a contin-
uation of the original 

GROW project which 
focused on helping 
women grow more 
soybeans, and develop-
ing markets for soybean 
growing, processing and 
products in the country. 
This includes soy food 
products, soya milk 
production, soya oil, as 
well as selling the soya 
byproduct for livestock 
feed, Shoemaker said.

“It was one of MEDA’s 
most successful projects 
to date,” Shoemaker said.

The original project 
aimed to help 20,000 
women, but actually 
helped 23,000. The 
GROW2 project aims to 
help 40,000 women, he 
said.

“That’s  MEDA’s 
mission, is to basically 
create those business 
solutions where it’s 
sustainable.”  

Shoemaker said the 
project targets helping 
women because in Ghana, 
especially northern 
Ghana, women have less 
opportunity to borrow 
money, they often do not 
own collateral or assets 
to grow their businesses, 
and traditionally are not 
as active in business in 
general.

The project is also 
backed by Global Affairs 
Canada, which will multi-
ply private donations by 
eight times, said Shoe-
maker.

“So when they reach 
their goal of $100,000, 
that’ll have close to a 
million dollars of impact 
that will be delivered in 
the country in business 
training, access to capital 
and market development.

“So, yeah, the impact 
is huge from what these 

ladies are doing,” he said.
The funds will be put 

to work in the form of 
business training, helping 
women grow their skills 
in their field such as how 
to become more efficient 
at what they do, or how to 
apply proper amounts of 
fertilizer as well as helping 
them access capital from 
financial partners in the 
country.

MEDA teaches financial 
partners in the country 
about the soybean market, 
and helps women access 
loans. Sometimes that 
involves loan guarantees 
to reduce the perceived 
risk of lending money, 
says Shoemaker.

Finally, the money will 
also go toward develop-
ing the soybean markets, 
and providing matching 
grants for soybean busi-
nesses, like crop aggrega-
tors, to help them access 
needed equipment like 
more storage bins to safely 
store more crops from 
more small-scale farmers. 

“So it all works hand in 
hand,” he said.

“The experience itself 
of being able to support a 
project and to learn more 
about this project, I think 
it expands our thinking,” 
said Shantz. “It expands 
the way in which we wish 
to give and it really helps 
us to be grateful for what 
we have.”

Donations to the Guelph 
to Goderich to Ghana to 
GROW project can be sent 
via MEDA.org/g2g2g, or 
contact MEDA staff by 
phone at 519-725-1633.

Community members 
are invited to join the 
group for portions of the 
trek, and asked to contact 
MEDA staff if interested.

GOING THE DISTANCE: Group of local women on the 
trail of financial support for their Ghanaian counterparts

→ FROM 20

1. In small bowl, whisk 
together oil, vinegar, 
syrup, salt and pepper.

2. Slice kale into 

1⁄2-inch wide strips; 
place in medium bowl. 

3. Add dressing; 
massage into kale leaves 

until well coated. 

4. Let stand for 
10 minutes.
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* Valid only Saturday May 14 & Sunday May 15, 2022 only. One coupon per customer. 
In store only. Discount can only be applied to one transaction.  Other conditions may apply.

SCRATCHSCRATCH
andand

SAVESAVE

SPRING 
SAVINGS

Scratch IN STORE 
UP TO 50% OFF

STOREWIDE!

SATURDAY MAY 14 9-6
SUNDAY MAY 15 10-5

Every SCRATCH reveals a DEAL!
1362 VICTORIA ST N. KITCHENER

50%
UP TO

off your entire 
purchase!*

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

$$119999

$$338989

$$2269692 DAYS ONLY! 

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS FIND themselves 
on the brink after losing 
game four of their confer-
ence-final matchup 
again the Redhawks in 
Cambridge Tuesday night. 
The 2-1 loss in double over-
time puts the team down 
3-1 in the best-of-seven 
series.

The Redhawks 
bombarded the Kings, 
outshooting them 48-26. 
The teams traded goals in 
the second period, which 
was the only scoring until 
39 seconds into the second 
overtime.

After winning the series-
opener in convincing 
fashion, the Kings found 
themselves on the ropes 
heading into Tuesday 
night’s match following 
losses to Cambridge in 
games two and three.

“Cambridge came out 
with two efforts that were 
deserving of wins. We’ve 
got to figure out a way to 
get back on the winning 
ways,” said head coach 
Rob Collins after the week-
end losses.

“They were playing with 
more desperation in their 
game than we were, hence 
the effort. And I think, 
more than us, their execu-
tion is better as well.”

Elmira’s power play 
feasted on the Redhawks, 
scoring five times at the 
WMC May 4 on the way to 
a 7-3 win. The Kings ran 
up a 6-0 lead through two 
periods before Cambridge 
even got on the board.

Kings on the brink after going 
down 3-1 in series against 
Cambridge Redhawks

Jaxson Murray opened 
the scoring at 7:06, 
assisted by Brody Leblanc 
and Nathaniel Mott. It was 
2-0 Kings when Luke Della 
Croce scored at 13:15, with 
helpers from Mason Eurig 
and Jack O’Donnell.  In the 
final few minutes of the 
period, power-play goals 
from Kurtis Goodwind 
(Liam Eveleigh, Brock 
Reinhart) and Murray 
(Goodwin, Eveleigh) made 
it 4-0 for the home side 
going into the first inter-
mission.

The only scoring in 
the second came during 
Elmira power plays. The 
first came off the stick 
of Reinhart, assisted by 
Eveleigh and Murray, at 
15:09, with the second 
coming courtesy of 
Leblanc, from Logan Crans 
and Luke Eurig.

The Redhawks scored 
early in the third, then 
added two more before 
Goodwin scored another 
Elmira power-play goal at 
14:59, assisted by Reinhart 
and Eveleigh.

Shots were 30-25 in 
favour of Elmira, who 
went 5-7 with the man-ad-
vantage, while Cambridge 
was 1-3. Netminder Daniel 
Botelho stopped 22 shots 
for the win.

It was a different 
story Saturday night in 
Cambridge, a game domi-
nated by the Redhawks on 
route to a 4-1 win over the 
visiting Kings.

After a scoreless first, 
the home team scored 
three times in the middle 
frame to take a 3-0 lead 
into the second intermis-

sion. After play resumed, 
Cambridge scored again 
before Elmira finally got 
on the board courtesy of 
an Aidan Yarde power-
play goal. Assists went to 
Reinhart and netminder 
Matt Lunghi, who had 
come in relief of Botelho 
after the fourth goal.

That was it for the 
scoring, however. Shots 
were 21-13 for Cambridge. 
Elmira was 1-6 on the 
power play, while the 
Redhawks were 1-4.

Game three the follow-
ing night was a much 
closer affair, with the 
Kings ending up on the 
wrong end of a 3-2 decision 
at the WMC.

Elmira was on the board 
first, with Adam Grein 
scoring on the power play 
at 19:07, assisted by Mott 
and Leblanc. 

In the second, 
Cambridge first tied the 
score then went ahead  
before Elmira’s second 
power-play goal – Crans, 
from Mott and Grein – 
made it a 2-2 game at 9:21.

The special teams game 
continued in the third, 
with the only scoring 
coming off a Cambridge 
power play.

Elmira was 2-5 with 
the extra man, while 
Cambridge was 2-6. Shots 
were 39-30 in favour of the 
visitors.

Facing elimination, the 
Kings are back in action 
tonight (Thursday) at the 
WMC. If necessary, game 
six goes Saturday night 
in Cambridge, with game 
seven Sunday night back 
in Elmira.

Hot on the heels of last week’s ground-breaking ceremony, the capital campaign for the new Wellesley 
Township Recreation Centre this week named six people as ‘capital campaign honorary advisors:’ 
Jeff and Julie Jones, Gary and Brenda Leis, and Paul and Jo-Anne Straus. Submitted
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