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SHOP SPRING DEALS!

Visit us across from the St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market!

www.stjacobsmarket.com

UP TO 
60% OFF 
REGULAR 
PRICES!

Victoria Day Sale
EXTENDED
15% OFF EVERYTHING 
IN THE ENTIRE STORE* *NOT IN CONJUNCTION

 WITH OTHER PROMOTIONS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | 30 BENJAMIN RD., WATERLOO | F U R N I T U R E  FO R  E V E R Y  BU D G E T   | 519.746.0060 | WWW.FURNITUREHOUSE.CAOPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
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HOUSING ISSUES BEING 
TOP OF mind for voters, 
the topic was naturally 
taken up by candidates 
vying to win the Kitchen-
er-Conestoga seat in the 
June 2 provincial election.

The hopefuls took part 
last week in a forum held 
May 19 by the Greater 
Kitchener Waterloo Cham-
ber of Commerce. Taking 
part were Karen Meissner, 
candidate for the New 
Democrat Party, Mike 
Harris the incumbent MPP 
for the Progressive Conser-
vative party, and Melanie 
Van Alphen, the candidate 
for the Liberal Party.

“For the last 10 years 
in three provincial and 
federal elections, we 
have invited the leader or 
the candidates from the 
parties that have elected 
members in the legislature 
or the House of Commons 
to participate which has 
been the Conservatives, 
NDP, Liberals and the 
Green Party,” said Ian 
McLean, the president and 
CEO of the chamber.

The Green Party candi-

Housing issues 
lead list as 
candidates 
 in Kitchener-
Conestoga 
square off

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

WHEN THE WELLESLEY 
TOWNSHIP COMMU-
NITY Health Centre 
makes the move to the 
new rec. complex, the 
name above the entrance 
will be the Jones Family 
Health and Wellness 
Centre.

Jeff and Julie Jones of 
Linwood have pledged 
$500,000 to the construc-
tion of the new Wellesley 
Township Recreation 
Centre.

The owners of Jones 
Feed Mill are no strangers 
to supporting community 

Jones family donates $500K to Wellesley rec. project
New home of medical facility will be known as the Jones Family Health and Wellness Centre

projects, having been 
involved with the Linwood 
Community Centre, base-
ball diamonds, walking 
trails and memorial forest.

“When we were raising 
our three children, we 
spent a lot of time in the 
township’s arenas and met 
a lot of great people along 
the way,” said Jeff and 
Julie Jones in a release. 
“This new recreation 
centre with its expanded 
amenities will be a hub for 
the community. For us, 
the addition of the health 
centre to the build is a key 
component of the project. 
We use the current health 
centre, and with aging 

parents we feel that it is 
an important piece for our 
community wellness.” 

Rosslyn Bentley, execu-
tive director of the Wool-
wich Community Health 
Centre, which offers 
primary care services to 
people in the townships, 
said the donation from the 
Jones family allows the 
health centre to take the 
next steps in providing 
services.

“With this new clinic 
attached to the recre-
ational centre, we will be 
able to build our public 
health centre into some-
thing more,” she said. “Our 
services and programs will 

be even more visible to the 
public and we can create 
new opportunities for 
partnerships with regional 
organizations to bring 
more services rurally.”

The naming rights were 
confirmed by Wellesley 
council meeting Tuesday 
night, with Mayor Joe 
Nowak making note of the 
family’s history of contrib-
uting to community 
causes.

“This is an extension of 
all the good things that 
they do,” he said of the 
latest donation.

Chris Martin, fund-
raising campaign chair, 
welcomed the donation, 

noting it will cover one of 
the two that come with 
a name on the outside of 
the building. In March, 
Bill Gies’ donation of $1 
million led to the project’s 
main facility becoming 
known as the Bill Gies 
Recreation Centre.

Overall, the Something 
for Everyone campaign 
is looking to raise $2.5 
million towards the 
$27-million project.

Along with the major 
donations, the campaign 
is now seeing a number 
of community-led fund-
raisers. Last month, 
for instance, an online 

→DEBATE 4→ DONATION 5

Wellesley Mayor Joe Nowak; Rosslyn Bentley, executive director of the Woolwich Community Health Centre; Julie and Jeff Jones; and Chris Martin, chair of the Something 
for Everyone Capital Campaign, are all smiles after the announcement the Jones will provide $500,000 towards the new Wellesley Township Recreation Centre, which will 
be the new home of the health centre. Submitted
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50% OFF YOUR FIRST
2 MONTHS

 WWW.HYGATELIVING.COM

on Lexington

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

215 Lexington Rd, Waterloo
519-501-1131   INFO@HYGATELIVING.COM

Back by Popular Demand!

Limited
Time Only.

Call Today!
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three At least nine deaths have been attributed to 
the severe thunderstorm that tore through 
southern Ontario and Quebec last Saturday. 
One of the fatalities occurred at the GRCA’s 
Pinehurst Lake Conservation Area. The 
storm left hundreds of thousands of people 
without electricity.

Two major subdivisions in Breslau moved 
closer to getting underway May 21 when 
Woolwich council approved an amendment 
to the township’s official plan. Two develop-
ers each have longstanding plans to build 475 
homes in the village. The township agreed 
to fully serviced development in Breslau.
From the May 25, 2002 edition of The Observer

Storm proved fatal From the archives

TECH SALE
Save the Tax*

INKJET AND LASER 
PRINTER CARTRIDGES
HP, Canon, Epson, Brother, Lexmark 

1 Union St., Elmira  519-669-2201 • 99 Geddes St., Elora 519-846-5540                Shop at www.schelters.ca

CANON TS3425  
Colour Print/Scan and Copy 

$8999$8999

NEW

 IN STOCK 
LAPTOPS AND 

CHROMEBOOKS
HP, Lenovo, Acer and Asus

FromFrom
$29999$29999

IN-STOCK ONLY

2 BUSINESS DAYS

Quick Ship
*Discount of 13% off all in stock Inkjet, Laser Printer 

Cartridges, Laser and Inkjet Printers, Laptops, Desktops and 
Monitors. Discount only available at retail stores.

INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER INKJET AND LASER 
PRINTER CARTRIDGESPRINTER CARTRIDGESPRINTER CARTRIDGESPRINTER CARTRIDGES

The Conestogo-Winterbourne Optimist Club hosted a bike rodeo in Conestogo May 21 to teach kids about bike safety.  Leah Gerber

Bike rodeo in Conestogo

Middle row: Benjamin Youngberg with his trophy; Jacob Youngberg, 6, with his trophy for his age group with Bob Zettel, an Optimist Club volunteer; Natalia Metaxas, 
10. Bottom row: The awarding of trophies meant smiles all around, including Mayah Taillefer, 4; right, Andre Dos Santos, 11, takes another go around the course.

Bill Attwood
Observer Staff

THE WEST MONTROSE 
RESIDENT’S ASSOCIATION 
is continuing its push to have 
the needed restoration of the 
covered bridge revert back to its 
original design.

The Region of Waterloo plan to 
use steel girders in repairing the 
bridge has met with pushback 
from residents, as was on display 
Tuesday night at a public meet-
ing held at the West Montrose 
United Church.

“The Region of Waterloo has 
not finalized the restoration 
plan and there is still a once in a 
generation opportunity for us, as 
a community, to see the bridge 
restored to function as originally 
designed in 1880 and in a way 
that increases its lifespan signifi-
cantly while enhancing cultural 
and heritage value,” said WMRA 
chairperson Kitson Morden.

The bridge was temporarily 
closed to all traffic in Septem-
ber 2019 due to a crack in one of 
the floor beams. In April 2021 it 
was announced that the bridge 
would undergo a $6-million 
restoration, with $2.5 million 
coming from the federal govern-
ment, $2.08 million from the 
province and $1.67 million being 
funded by the region.

“This funding will replace 
the existing trusses with steel 
girders, repair and replace the 
roof, and re-install the fire alarm 
system,” the region stated in the 
news release announcing the 
funding. 

While the region states that 
“the general view and key 
features of the bridge will not 
change,” there is some strong 
opposition to what the region 
wants to do. 

West Montrose 
residents push 
for heritage 
restoration of 
covered bridge

→ COVERED BRIDGE 6
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CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30

takeout Lunch & dinners

Delivery available  Thurs, Fri, Sat. Call for details.

Turkey & Dressing or Meatloaf includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
May 27 & 28

pre-order

reQuiredCAFÉ HOURS: Tues.É HOURS: Tues.É Thurs. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-7:30 reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
June 1 - 4

Fish or Honey Lime Chicken includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

$9.99

PORK CHOPS   

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$11.60 /lbCARMELIZED 
ONION CHEDDAR    

$2.99 /lb
Reg.$4.55/lb

/lb

MAPLE DALE

CENTRE CUT 

date Nasir Abdulle was 
absent from the  forum. 

The first topic discussed 
was the high cost of hous-
ing. Each candidate took 
a turn to answer how they 
will ensure the community 
remains livable.  

Van Alphen spoke about 
the Liberals’ plan to start 
a new Ontario Home 
Building Corporation 
to fund and construct 
housing with an emphasis 
on affordable housing for 
first time home buyers. 
She said the party’s goal 
is to build 1.5 million new 
homes in the next 10 years. 
The party would also bring 
back rent control and end 
chronic homelessness 
with a promise to provide 
$100 million a  year to 
municipalities to provide 
housing.

The Liberal housing 
plan includes banning 
non-resident ownership 
and putting a tax on empty 
homes, introducing use 
it or lose it taxes on land 
speculators holding land 
and driving up prices, 
bringing back rent control, 
introducing fines for 
negligent landlords, and 
other items.

The scope of the prob-
lem was addressed by 
Harris.

 “It’s really something 
that resonates with just 
about anybody whether 
you’re a senior or a college 
student, or in the work-
force. Lots of people want 
to make sure they have a 
stable place to call home,” 
said Harris of the PC’s plan 
for the housing crisis.

“In the last four years, 
we’re really focused on 
trying to increase more 
supply,” he said.

He spoke about the 
Progressive Conservatives’ 
plan to build 1.5 million 
new homes over the next 

10 years, and that 100,000 
new home starts have 
happened in the last year 
under the PC government.

He also spoke about how 
the PC party plans to build 
homes, not just inten-
sified in the downtown 
core, but also outside the 
downtown core. He said 
he believes people should 
have a choice about where 
they want to live, and not 
everyone wants to live 
downtown.

He also spoke about the 
need for more tradespeo-
ple to build the homes, 
and a plan to increase 
these numbers.

“The NDP believe hous-
ing is a human right. We 
are in a crisis of affordabil-
ity. Supply isn’t the only 
issue,” said Meissner in 
response.

She spoke about how 
the NDP is also proposing 
1.5 million new homes 
over the next 10 years, 
adding the party plans to 
reduce barriers to inten-
sification, end exclu-
sionary zoning, address 
the missing middle, 
and introduce stronger 
measures on speculation 
by introducing a vacancy 
tax, and a use it or lose it 
tax on developers who are 

holding land and waiting 
to build houses to drive up 
the cost. 

In government, the NDP 
would also introduce a 
requirement to charge 
new tenants what previ-
ous tenants paid. She said 
these measures would get 
at some of the root causes 
of the housing affordabil-
ity crisis.

“All of these together 
will add some stability to 
the housing system,” she 
said.

Other topics discussed 
included strategies to 
minimize interruptions to 
business during any future 
pandemics and pandemic 
preparedness, the devel-
opment of two-way, 
all- day GO Transit from 
the region to Toronto, 
addressing the low munic-
ipal transit ridership in 
the region, increasing the 
amount of business done 
between government and 
local and domestic busi-
nesses, health care and 
local hospital capacity, 
addressing talent short-
age in the tech and trade 
industries among others.

While the event was 
mostly very civil, a few 
shots were fired.

When speaking about 

the infrastructure chal-
lenges to be addressed, 
Van Alphen spoke about 
the abuse of the use of 
ministerial zoning orders 
(MZO) by the current 
government. She said the 
Liberal party would plan 
to respect local govern-
ment autonomy, scrap the 
MZOs and make develop-
ment rules stricter.

“With the current 
government, it’s an abuse 
of power the amount 
of MZO’s that have 
happened,” she said.

Addressing pandemic 
preparedness, Harris 
spoke about how the 
previous Liberal govern-
ment had let the prov-
ince’s stockpile of personal 
protective equipment 
expire.

“Previous governments 
didn’t learn the lessons 
from SARS, and we were 
left to deal with it,” he 
said.

Meissner pointed out 
how both previous govern-
ments stood by as the 
housing crisis developed 
over many years. “What 
we are seeing is a lack of 
action, quite frankly,” she 
said. “While urgent, this is 
not a new problem. Hous-
ing prices have been going 
up for years.”

The all candidates’ 
forum was recorded 
and is available on the 
Greater KW Chamber 
of Commerce Youtube 
channel.

“The issues important 
to business are important 
to the community as well,” 
said McLean. “We want to 
have the community that 
we all want and deserve. 
Politics is a big part of 
that, and our leaders need 
to understand what is 
important to the business 
community, because 
business does help build 
community.”

→ FROM 1

DEBATE: Candidates bring party platforms to the table at chamber forum

Screen capture of online forum that included candidates Karen 
Meissner (NDP), Mike Harris (PC) and Melanie Van Alphen (Liber-
al). It was moderated by James Sebastian Scott, the news director 
of City News Kitchener.

Daxton Merall meets Sparky the fire dog at the Conestogo Winterbourne Optimist Club’s Victoria Day festivities on May 21 in Conestogo. 
The event culminated with a fireworks display.  Bill Atwood

... without blowing your budget.
Source local talent

jobs.observerxtra.com
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THE WELLESLEY 
COMMUNITY HEALTH 
CENTRE will set up shop in 
the new Wellesley Town-
ship Recreation Centre 
once it’s built.

The provincial Ministry 
of Health gave the green 
light for the move earlier 
this month. The staff of two 
family physicians, three 
nurse practitioners, chirop-
odist, mental health work-
ers, community outreach 
staff, health promoter 
and support staff will be 
moving when the facility is 
complete.

The current facility on 
Queen’s Bush Road in 
downtown Wellesley is 
quite small for the commu-
nity’s needs, said executive 
director Rosslyn Bentley.

She says the health staff 
and lab staff currently share 
three exam rooms between 
them.

Health centre will have more space 
following move to Wellesley rec. complex

“You can imagine 
booking a room is quite a 
logistical nightmare,” said 
Bentley. “It only takes one 
baby that throws up in the 
room, and you’ve got a bit of 
a hold up.” 

The building is also two 
storeys, and fairly narrow, 
which makes accessibil-
ity and social distancing 
difficult.

The new facility will 
be approximately one 
kilometre away from the 
downtown location. Staff 
were able to design the 
new space to suit current 
and anticipated needs. The 

population of Wellesley 
is expected to increase by 
12 per cent over the 2011 
Census.  

“I’m very proud of our 
team,” said Bentley. “We’ve 
been operating successfully 
for 18 years. But we’d like 
to do more with what we 
have.”

The new facility will 
be entirely located on the 
ground floor of the recre-
ation centre. It will include 
an airways precaution room 
with extra filtration and 
enclosed air circulation 
separate from the rest of 
the building, reducing the 

Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

NOW IN ITS 56TH YEAR, 
the New Hamburg Menno-
nite Relief Sale (NHMRS) 
is getting set to return to 
a full in-person event at 
the fairgrounds on May 27 
and 28.

“We are excited to be 
back at the New Hamburg 
fairgrounds next week,” 
said John Reimer, NHMRS 
organizing team chair.

There are now more 
than 30 Mennonite 
churches that support 
the sale, with some 2,000 
volunteers, he notes.

“All the proceeds are 
given to Mennonite 
Central Committee. At this 
point in time, it’s probably 
over $16 million that we’ve 
given to MCC through all 
of these 56 years,” he said.

The biggest fundraiser 
at the event is the quilt 
sale, which usually sees 
around 200 quilts sold. 

“And so we have a Satur-
day quilt sale that usually 
sells about $120,000 worth 
of quilts,” Reimer said.

This includes a feature 
quilt which this year was 
made by Renske Helmuth 
who has made nine feature 
quilts for the sale, raising 
more than $130,000 since 
the year 2000. This year’s 
quilt, Glimpses of Nepal, 
is made from fabric that 
Helmuth bought in that 
country while on trip with 
MCC. 

The last quilt Helmuth 
made for the sale sold for 
$42,000. 

“That lets you know the 
quality – it’s a piece of art. 
It’s more than just a quilt 
that you throw in your 
bed. And so we are excited, 
anticipating a good 
auction for that quilt,” said 
Reimer.

This week a donor will 
match the amount of the 
winning bid for the quilt in 
memory Selina and Tony 
Brubacher who were both 
involved with the relief 
sale.

The relief sale will also 
feature a traditional hymn 
singing in the grandstand, 
St. John Ambulance 
therapy dogs on Saturday 
morning and an expanded 

Some 2,000 
volunteers will help 
pull off 56th annual 
event May 27-28

Mennonite 
Relief Sale 
returns to 
in-person 
event

→ RELIEF SALE 6

need to rely on facilities in 
the cities, more space in the 
hallways and examination 
rooms to ensure distancing, 
six examination rooms, two 
counselling rooms, sepa-
rate facilities for lab staff 
and hotel space for visiting 
volunteers, students and 
community partners.  

Bentley said she is 
excited for the health centre 
to be further integrated into 
the community.

“Wellbeing isn’t just the 
absence of disease,” she 
said. “Having the health 
centre integrated in the 
recreation centre will 

provide the opportunity 
for patients to participate 
more fully in their commu-
nity and for the building to 
become a vibrant commu-
nity hub.”

For example, the health 
centre will not have any of 
its own meeting rooms, she 
said. Instead, health centre 
staff will use the recreation 
centre’s meeting rooms to 
deliver health and well-
being workshops as well 
as kids camps and other 
programming.

Construction is sched-
uled to be complete by the 
end of 2023. 

Artistic rendering of the health centre at the new Wellesley Township Recreation Centre.  Submitted

auction held by the Welles-
ley and District Lions Club 
raised $5,107.93 for the 
campaign, and on May 7 a 
Yuk Yuk’s Comedy Night 
put on by the Twin Centre 
Hericanes Girls Hockey 
Association raised $1,150.

Upcoming events in 
support of the capital 
campaign include a 
Classic Car Show and 
Craft Market on May 28 
at the Wellesley Commu-
nity Centre and the 
Wellesley Lions Summer 
Celebration on June 18 
throughout the Village of 

→ FROM 1

DONATION: Community fundraising events help to foster sense of ownership among residents
Wellesley, which includes 
a rubber Duck Race, a 10 
anniversary party at the 
Wellesley splash pad, 
and a Duck Dance in the 
evening at the current 
Wellesley Arena.

“Our campaign has 
two goals. One is to raise 
the $2.5 million, which 

we’re doing very well on, 
and I fully expect to meet 
that goal and exceed it, 
in fact. The second goal 
is to create community 
ownership – the fun part 
about these events that 
organizations and indi-
viduals are putting on is it 
accomplishes both goals,” 

said Martin of the commu-
nity events.

“They foster ownership, 
the community cohesive-
ness and things like that. 
So when we finally open 
the doors, everyone will 
feel that they’ve had a part 
in it. That’s really, really 
important.”

Seven hopefuls running in Kitchener-Conestoga

Nasir Abdulle – Green 
Party of Ontario

A 29-year-old Kitch-
ener resident, Abdulle is 
running for public office 
for the first time. He’s a 
supply chain analyst and 
a Conestoga College 
School of Business 
graduate. 

The other two candidates 
in the June 2 election are 
are Jason Adair, Popu-
list Party, and Elizabeth 
Perrin Snyder, Ontario 
Party.

Mike Harris – Progres-
sive Conservative Party 
of Ontario

Harris, 37, is the 
incumbent, having won 
the Kitchener-Cones-
toga seat in 2018. The 
Kitchener resident is the 
Parliamentary assistant 
to the minister of legis-
lative affairs, a member 
of the Standing Commit-
tee on the Legislative 
Assembly, the Standing 
Committee on General 
Government and the 
Standing Committee on 
Social Policy.

Jim Karahalios – New 
Blue Party of Ontario

A Cambridge resi-
dent, Karahalios, 43, is 
the leader of the New 
Blue Party, which he 
co-founded with his 
wife, Belinda, the MPP 
for Cambridge who 
was ejected from the 
Progressive Conser-
vative caucus in 2020. 
He’s a corporate lawyer 
in Cambridge.

Karen Meissner – 
Ontario NDP

Meissner is a 41-year-
old Elmira resident who 
currently serves as the 
area trustee with the 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board. The Water-
loo native is a former 
small business owner 
and professional photog-
rapher who is currently 
studying at Wilfrid 
Laurier University. As a 
volunteer, she is involved 
with the Business Educa-
tion Partnership, the KW 
Multicultural Centre and 
Kate’s Kause. 

Melanie Van Alphen – 
Ontario Liberal Party

A West Montrose 
resident, Van Alphen, 
42, is a trustee for 
the Waterloo Catholic 
District School Board, 
and currently on a leave 
of absence. She was 
first elected in 2014 
and then again in 2018. 
She served as vice-
chair from December 
2018 to 2020 and chair 
from December 2020 
to 2021. She has a 
psychology degree from 
Wilfrid Laurier Univer-
sity, worked in banking 
and as a volunteer. 
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COVERED BRIDGE: Residents push 
for wood rather than steel materials

TournamentTournament

SUPPORT AND CHEER US ON!SUPPORT AND CHEER US ON!

WATCH FASTBALL AGAINWATCH FASTBALL AGAIN

Elmira Expos Elmira Expos 

in St. Clementsin St. Clements

FRI., MAY 27TH - SUN., MAY 29THFRI., MAY 27TH - SUN., MAY 29TH

Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

ALTHOUGH HE 
STARTED OFF AS a truck 
driver, Bill Haalstra knew 
as a kid that he wanted to 
be a livestock auctioneer.

“Going to the auctions 
with my dad, I just got 
kind of fascinated by 
the auctioneers and the 
way they could talk. So 
I basically got started in 
my head, then, I guess at 
a young age that [it was] 
something that I wouldn’t 
mind trying,” he said.

Haalstra has been an 
auctioneer for the last 17 
years and has competed 
in several competitions, 
including the National 
Championship held earlier 
this month in Lloydmin-
ster, Sask. He’s a regular 
at the Ontario Livestock 
Exchange in St. Jacobs.

Haalstra taught himself 
using videos of other 
auctioneers such as Ralph 
Wade and John Kory.

“You start very slow, 
right? Like Wade basi-
cally says ‘$1 now $2, $2 
now $3 and essentially 
you just speed it up. It’s 
almost like song you can 
go very slow or you can 

Kid Zone including a scav-
enger hunt with prizes of 
NHMRS treats.

“A lot of people have 
just lamented that they 
haven’t been able to have a 
group singing [during the 
pandemic]. It’s not going 

Where fast talking is 
a competitive advantage

OLEX auctioneer Bill Haalstra has a lifelong affinity for the 
job, one he hopes younger people will take up

speed it up and when you 
got the knack and you 
start putting a bit more 
speed to it then it comes 
together,” he said.

In that light, it’s not as 
difficult as it appears to be, 
says Haalstra.

“I think pretty much 
anybody can do it. I think 
one of the things that 
comes along with it is 
that you have to develop  
the sharpness and quick-
ness and responses. I’m 
not very good at doing 
tongue twisters – I get 
mixed up with them quite 
easily – but I watch some 
of these auctioneers 
how they can roll off the 
tongue twisters back to 
back, just like that and 
not miss a beat, and it’s 
impressive,” he said.

While talking fast is part 
of being a good auctioneer, 
preparation such as know-
ing values and the custom-
ers going into the auction 
is key, Haalstra said.  

“It’s just the knowledge 
and making sure that 
you’re on top of what your 
items are worth, of what 
you’re selling, so that you 
can get the money for 
people instead of selling 
something for half the 

price of what it’s worth. I 
mean, if you keep doing 
that too long, you wouldn’t 
be getting hired,” he 
laughed. 

Auctions have advan-
tages over other ways of 
selling livestock, what 
Haalstra described as 
“true price discovery.”

“When you’re sitting 
at an auction ring we can 
have as many as 50 to 100 
people sitting there. That’s 
a lot of people to bid on 
those animals. It opens 
up such a big window 
of bidders. Whereas if 
you’re selling privately at 
home, you’re selling to one 
person,” he said. 

“The auction market 
establishes the price for 
the livestock. So if nobody 
chooses the auction 
method, and nobody uses 
that way of marketing 
their livestock, who’s 
going to establish the price 
down the road for these 
people to sell privately?”

The business has 
changed in recent years 
with the rise of online 
auctions, he notes.

“You don’t [always] need 
an auctioneer anymore,” 
he said.

While Haalstra finished 

just outside the top 10 in 
Lloydminster, the younger 
generation he competed 
with shows there is still 
a market for the live 
auction, he said.

“They’ve got a lot more 
wind in them than I do. 
So they really sell and 
it’s hard sometimes to 
compete against this 
younger generation that’s 
coming on, but at the 
same time I hold my own. 
It helps with this young 
generation coming on that 
they’re still interested in 
getting into the business 
and being an auctioneer,” 
he said.

“I still hope that the live 
auction never disappears 
because and I think with 
all these young genera-
tions that are still coming 
into the business, it’ll stay 
strong because they’re 
going to keep pushing to 
market cattle that way as 
well. I hope we never lose 
it completely because I 
think it is the true price 
discovery and I think the 
people in general that 
attended auctions really 
it’s in their blood to go to 
the auction and support 
the auction and bid at the 
auction.”

There’s always plenty to talk about at the Ontario Livestock Exchange in St. Jacobs. Bill Atwood

“If you let them put 
another steel truss across 
this bridge this wood 
bridge will eventually go 
in the water because it’s 
headed there right now,” 
said Dr. Dan Tingley, 
senior engineer and wood 
technologist for Wood 
Research and Develop-
ment who spoke to resi-
dents at the meeting.

Tingley argued that the 
bridge has undergone 
several Band-Aid repairs 
that have caused more 
problems. 

“The things that some-
one 50 years ago or 30 
years ago decided to do, 
the guys 120 years ago 
would have known better,” 
he said.

While he acknowledges 
that repairs are needed 
“The vast majority of the 
elements in it are still good 
today” he said.

Tingley argued that 
timber and not steel is the 
way to go when it comes to 
repairs.

“The minute we turn a 
timber bridge into a facade 
and do something else to 
get the vehicles across it 
the timber bridge is no 
longer working,” he said.

He also said that timber 
has a lower environmen-
tal impact than steel or 
concrete.

“It’s sustainable and 
carbon friendly, [and yet] 
we’re still building with 
steel and concrete every-
where all over the place.

“Now I’m a purist in 
the sense that I’d like to 
see the timber bridge 
to be able to do its own 

thing and do what it was 
designed to do. Let’s put 
the bridge back the way it 
was,” he said.

Tingley said there are a 
number of options for the 
bridge particularly when 
it comes to load capacity. 
He acknowledged that 
the bridge’s original eight 
ton capacity would not 
be enough for emergency 
vehicles as that would 
require at least a 15-tonne 
capacity limit.

“It’s a valuable asset. We 
want it to last another 100 
years. So let’s treat it like 
we want it to last another 
100 years,” Tingley said.

“We hope the region 
sees the merit in his 
ideas for restoration, and 
truly by removing some 
of the “newer” fixes on 
the bridge, enhancing 
the heritage value of the 
covered bridge and not 
moving towards a historic 
façade with a modern steel 
bridge hidden behind it,” 
Morden said. 

to be four-part harmony, 
it’s not going to be accom-
panied. We’re going to 
have some music and 
we’re just going to, as I put 
it, make a joyful noise,” 
Reimer explained.

Attendees are also being 
asked to bring emergency 

Dr. Dan Tingley speaks to res-
idents Tuesday night in West 
Montrose. Bill Atwood

→ FROM 3

RELIEF SALE: Organizers happy to see event get back to normal activities
→ FROM 5 items (especially soap) for 

relief kits and hygiene kits 
for Ukraine.

“It’s just so exciting just 
to be back after two years, 
I think we’re just as excited 
about going back as our 
patrons are to come in and 
enjoy the day. So we’re 

just inviting anybody and 
everybody just to come 
and be outside for a while 
and enjoy some good food 
and participate in the day 
and be a bit social again,” 
Reimer added.

For more information, 
see www.nhmrs.com.
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MAY 18

6:45 AM | Wellington 
County OPP responded 
to a serious single-vehi-
cle collision after a report 
of a pickup truck strik-
ing a restaurant building 
on Wellington Road 86 
at Sideroad 15, Maple-
ton. OPP, Mapleton Fire/
Rescue and Perth County 
P a r a m e d i c  S e r v i c e 
attended the scene. 
The trapped driver, a 
41-year-old from Palm-
erston, was transported 
to a local hospital with 
non-life-threatening inju-
ries. There were people 
in the building at the time 
of the collision, however 
had sustained injuries. 
The cause of the collision 
is being investigated and 
Wellington County OPP is 
asking anyone that may 
have witnessed this colli-

The Waterloo Regional 
Police Services Board 
announced that it has 
selected an executive 
search firm to support 
the recruitment of a new 
chief of police.

Boyden Canada, a 
global talent and lead-
ership advisory firm, 
was hired to conduct 
a nation-wide search 
after current Chief Bryan 
Larkin announced his 
retirement last month. His 
last day with the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service 
will be July 3.

“The selection of a new 
chief of police is critical 
and we are confident 
Boyden Canada will 
identify candidates that 

sion to please call 1-888-
310-1122.

2:47 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of what was 
believed to be gunshots 
at a property in the area 
of Carmel-Koch Road 
and Notre Dame Drive in 
Wilmot Township. Offi-
cers from North Divi-
sion and the Emergency 
Response Team attended 
the property and spoke 
with individuals present 
who indicated they had 
not heard the sound of any 
firearms at all that day. A 
check of the property was 
completed and nothing of 
concern was identified.

MAY 19

4 :11 PM |  Po l ice 
responded to a two-vehi-
cle collision in Woolwich 

Township. A livestock 
truck was travelling west 
on Benjamin Road when 
a Kia heading north on 
Bisch Road failed to yield 
the right of way. The Kia 
turned left onto Benjamin 
Road and struck the live-
stock truck. As a result 
of the investigation, the 
driver of the Kia, a 79-year 
old Wellesley Township 
man, was charged with 
‘careless driving.’ No inju-
ries were reported.

MAY 20

7 :37 AM |  Pol ice 
responded to reports 
of stolen and damaged 
property at a business 
located in the area of 
Victoria Street North 
and Shantz Station Road 
in Woolwich Township. 
Sometime between 7 
p.m. on May 16 and 8 a.m. 

on May 17, an unknown 
suspect(s) attended the 
business and stole prop-
erty from the yard valued 
at over $5,000. Then 
sometime between 7:30 
p.m. on May 17, 2022 
and 8 a.m. on May 18, 
an unknown suspect(s) 
attended the same busi-
ness and damaged prop-
erty. Nothing was stolen 
in the second incident. It is 
unknown at this time if the 
same individual(s) was/
were responsible for both 
incidents. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police or Crime Stoppers.

MAY 23

5:14 PM | Police received 
a report of a vehicle strik-
ing a deer while travelling 
on Listowel Road west of 
Elmira. No injuries were 
reported.

Police board selects firm to conduct a search for new chief

will reflect the goals 
and values we expect 
from our police service,” 
said board chair Karen 
Redman in a release.

The Police Services 
Board also announced 
that Staff Superintendent 
John Goodman has been 
appointed acting chief 
of police, effective July 
4. Goodman will hold the 
interim position until a 
permanent replacement 
is appointed.

“Throughout his career 
with the Waterloo Regional 
Police Service, Staff 
Superintendent Goodman 
has supported the devel-
opment and coordination 
of various youth programs, 
has been a champion for 

enhanced crisis manage-
ment with the Integrated 
Mobile Police and Crisis 
Team (IMPACT) partner-
ship with the Canadian 
Mental Health Association, 
and has built and fostered 
meaningful relationships 
and partnerships within 
our community through 
the Total Community 
Engagement pillar of the 
Equity, Diversity and Inclu-
sion plan,” said Redman. 
“The board is confident 
in his ability to provide 
professional and skilled 
leadership during this 
period.”

Goodman has been a 
member of the Waterloo 
Region Police Service for 
more than 27 years and 

has served the commu-
nity in various roles, 
including frontline polic-
ing, the Intelligence Unit, 
the Drug Unit, Profes-
sional Standards Branch, 
the Homicide Unit, Court 
Services and Neighbour-
hood Policing Divisional 
Leadership. In his role as 
Staff Superintendent, he 
oversaw Neighbourhood 
Policing and Investiga-
tions, including the Oper-
ation Support Division, 
Emergency Services and 
Public Safety Branch and 
the Field Support Branch.

The Waterloo Regional 
Police Services Board is 
a civilian oversight body 
that governs the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service.

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

A mature tree in Elmira’ Bolender Park split during Saturday’s 
derecho, which is a long-lived windstorm associated with a series 
of thunderstorms.   Leah Gerber

Persephone Cheng (top)  carefully handles oregano seeds with other local kids participating in a pizza garden planting activity at the Elmira public library last week. They planted oregano, tomato and basil 
plants. Vibisha Kaliswaran (right) sprays some water to hydrate a newly planted pizza garden. Leah Gerber 
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “Let me be clear, this is about Canada, 
this is about our national security, this 
is about our telecom infrastructure.”
Innovation, Science and Industry Minister François-Phi-
lippe Champagne on Ottawa’s decision to ban Chinese 
firms Huawei and ZTE from the rollout of 5G in Canada.

Some 60% of Canadians say gun violence 
is rising in their province, with Quebecers 
(75%) and Ontarians (66%) most likely to 
perceive this to be the case. Two-in-five 
(43%) say gun violence is increasing in their 
own community. Those in urban areas are 
considerably more likely to say this (46%) 
than those living in rural areas (29%).
Angus Reid poll

Verbatim The Monitor

The weather and crippling cost of fuel may have 
kept you closer to home over the long weekend, 
but the unofficial start to summer normally 
means we’ll be spending more time out on the 

roads. That’s especially true of jaunts into the country, 
lakeside or otherwise.

The Canada Road Safety Week that culminated in Victo-
ria Day traffic enforcement draws attention to the reality of 
summertime driving. The idyllic rural life doesn’t apply to the 
roadways – statistically, you’re more likely to be injured in an 
automobile accident on roads in the townships. Part of the 
problem stems from a false sense of security: we’re driving on 
lightly travelled roads, so we tend to let our feet get heavier, and 
our minds wander. The result is that we suffer more injuries 
and fatalities when collisions occur – there are no fender-bend-
ers at 80 km/h.

While most traffic accidents happen in busy city areas where 
the speed limit is 60km/h or less, most of these accidents are 
not serious enough to cause death (a consideration, too, in the 
debate about roundabouts). On the other hand, two-thirds of 
all “deadly accidents” happen on rural roads, in the country, 
where speed limits are faster and the roads aren’t as well-lit 
as they are inside the city. Drivers are more likely to find poor 
or unexpected conditions on rural roads, than in the city, and 
there’s always the danger of coming across animals that can 
appear out of nowhere, reports Transport Canada. 

Across the country, some five Canadians die in road crashes 
every day – there were 1,745 fatalities in 2020, down one per 
cent from 2019 (1,762). Those numbers are down markedly from 
two decades earlier, when some 2,500 people died in motoring 
incidents.

The number of fatalities per 100,000 population decreased 
to 4.6 in 2020 (from 4.7 in 2019), and is the lowest on record. 
The number of fatalities per billion vehicle kilometres travelled 
increased to 4.7 in 2020 (from 4.4 in 2019). Despite significantly 
fewer kilometres driven, the fatalities only went down slightly, 
the federal agency reports.

Of the 1,591 fatalities in 2020, 852 were in rural areas – 54 per 
cent. The injury numbers, however, reflect the divide in urban 
versus rural driving: 52,073 or the reported injuries occurred 
in urban areas (71.4 per cent), whereas 18,995 occurred on rural 
roads (26.1 per cent).

Distractions appear more plentiful on rural roads: on busy 
urban streets, we have to focus our attention on driving because 
there is so much going on around us; out in the countryside, 
police surmise, we’re less attentive – moving at greater speeds, 
we have less time to react when something happens, and we’re 
less likely to be aware of a possible problem until it’s too late.

Studies have shown that driver behavior greatly influences 
the collision rate on rural roads. Motorists tend to think they 
are “safer” on rural roads since there is much less traffic, forget 
they have to share the roads with farm  vehicles and animals, 
and tend to speed since they know that speed enforcement is 
lax. Alcohol and illegal substance abuse and lack of seatbelt use 
are often contributing factors in injuries and fatalities.

The numbers do explain the commonly expressed feeling 
that Woolwich and Wellesley have seen an extraordinary 
amount of tragedy.

That said, much of the heartache is avoidable: as officials 
point out, the term “accident” is a misnomer. If a collision is 
deemed preventable – the result of speeding, inattention, driv-
ing inappropriately for road conditions, drinking or drugs, and 
the like – there’s nothing accidental about the results. 

The good news is those numbers and the terrible human cost 
they represent – behind every statistic there are real people 
dealing with real consequences – can be reduced by individ-
uals making better choices when they get behind the wheel. 
Victoria Day under our belts, the summer travel season is now 
underway full swing, and despite clear skies and ideal road 
conditions, avoidable collisions do occur at this time of year. 

Summer driving has plenty
of reasons to be mindful

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

“Well, my dear, we didn’t 
know where to look. The old 

codger was getting away with 
it again, fielding the questions 
like a man only nine-tenths of 
his age, and then somebody 
asked him about Taiwan. He 
must have rehearsed that one, 
but still he blew it – big time. 
We’ll be picking up the pieces 
for weeks.”

President Joe Biden was 
speaking at a Tokyo press 
conference, looking not a year 
older than 79, and somebody 
asked him if he were “willing 
to get involved militarily to 
defend Taiwan if it comes to 
that?” Since the official US posi-
tion on that question for many 
years has been ‘constructive 
ambiguity,’ he was supposed to 
avoid both ‘yes’ and ‘no.’

Biden has been playing the 
international game at the high-
est level for longer than most 
people have been alive, and he 
should know the drill. Say how 
much he loves Taiwan and how 
devoted he is to its democracy. 
He can even mention that he’d 
be really disappointed and quite 
cross if China invaded it. But 
he mustn’t say what the United 
States would actually do.

Instead, with a loud clat-
ter, the president of the 
United States jumped the 
tracks. “Yes”, he said, “that’s 
a commitment we made. The 
idea that (Taiwan) could be 

The codger misspeaks again – or does he?
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

taken by force, just taken by 
force, is not...it would dislo-
cate the entire region and be 
another action similar to what 
happened in Ukraine.”

Compounding his crime, 
Biden went on to express the 
hope that China was paying 
attention to how the US and its 
allies have responded to the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine.

“This is not just about 
Ukraine,” he said. China is 
watching to see if the Western 
response to the invasion stays 
strong, or if it loses focus as 
the war drags on. It must stay 
strong, because otherwise 
“what signal does that send 
to China about the cost of...
attempting to take Taiwan by 
force?”

Quite a performance, and the 
headlines said things like ‘US 
would defend Taiwan militarily 
if China attacked.’ But being an 
old codger has its advantages, 
and one is that people panic 
less when you make some 
apparently radical remark 
or commitment. They’re in 
doubt as to whether you just 
misspoke, or whether you really 
meant it.

Was Biden really sending 
a serious warning to China, 

but doing it in a way that did 
not compel China to respond 
directly? I suspect the answer 
is yes, because if you listen 
closely to what he said, he did 
not actually promise to commit 
American forces to defend 
Taiwan against a Chinese 
invasion.

He meant it to sound as if he 
had said that – warning that 
China would be “flirting with 
danger” if it invaded Taiwan – 
but there was no such definitive 
statement.

Moreover, the White House 
staff issued an immediate 
statement repudiating that 
interpretation of Biden’s 
remarks: “As the president said, 
our policy has not changed. He 
reiterated our One China Policy 
and our commitment to peace 
and stability across the Taiwan 
Strait.”

Maybe Joe Biden has just 
lost his marbles, but instilling 
a bit more doubt in the Chinese 
regime about his likely reaction 
in the event of a Chinese attack 
on Taiwan is not necessarily a 
blunder. ‘Constructive ambigu-
ity’ requires both the ‘yes’ and 
the ‘no’ to be plausible, and the 
‘yes’ has been losing credibility 
recently.

In the much more fraught 
case of the US response to the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine, 
Biden has been notably 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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Editor's 
Point of View

None of the above increasingly the way to go

Direct Democracy Party is 
based on the principle 
that the citizens of Ontario 
should hold the power. 
Elected officials should 
have the independence to 
act in the best interest of 
their constituents, not the 
best interest of their party,” 
Ottawa-area candidate 
Dr. Chris Beauchamp tells 
the Ottawa Citizen. “On 
a continuous basis, the 
people of Ontario should 
make the decisions on 
important matters through 
a referendum process. If 
elected officials do not 
keep their promises or are 
ineffective, they should 
be removed from power. 
Finally, Ontario should 
be led by a responsible 
government committed to 
real election reform.”

In that regard, NOTA 
is part of a worldwide 

movement of new and 
independent parties and 
candidates campaigning 
for direct democracy and 
voter empowerment poli-
cies. If elected, it pledges 
to end the partisan system 
of politics in the province, 
inviting the best MPPs 
from other parties to form 
a cabinet – a more repre-
sentative form of democ-
racy.

Beyond the NOTA party, 
None Of The Above as a 
ballot option would be a 
way to express dissatisfac-
tion with the status quo. 

It’s not a radical concept. 
In fact, variations of it 
exist in a dozen countries, 
including France, Sweden, 
Finland, Belgium, Ukraine 
and India. Even one U.S. 
state, Nevada, has the 
option, in place since 1976. 
The option has weath-
ered legal challenges, 
and although NOTA can’t 
“win” an election – in the 
event of a plurality, the 
victor would be the candi-

date with the next-highest 
vote count – it can make a 
statement. An Associated 
Press report notes that 
“in 1998, Democratic U.S. 
Sen. Harry Reid defeated 
then Republican Rep. John 
Ensign by 428 votes, but 
more than 8,000 voters 
rejected both men and 
opted for ‘none.’”

Such measures don’t yet 
exist in this country, but 
in Ontario you can decline 
your ballot. Those slips are 
supposed to be counted 
separately, becoming a de 
facto NOTA vote.

Given that we at times 
have only the choice 
between various bad 
options when we go to 
the polls, we increasingly 
stay away. Apathy, they 
call it. Really, many of us 
have become detached 
simply because “they’re 
all the same” – and we 
don’t mean that in a good 
way. None-of-the-above 
would give us a reason to 
show up, sending a clear 

message. 
Ideally, a large number 

of NOTA votes, perhaps 
even a plurality, would be 
reason for another elec-
tion, in the vein suggested 
by the upstart political 
party: candidates who 
had their chance and were 
found wanting would be 
sent on their way.

Conventional wisdom 
holds that mainstream 
political parties won’t 
push for electoral reform 
because the current 
system serves them just 
fine. At the federal level, 
the Liberals, and occasion-
ally the Conservatives, 
have formed majority 
governments while captur-
ing less than 50 per cent 
of the popular vote – at 
times much less. Justin 
Trudeau campaigned on 
electoral reform in 2015, 
then quickly found a way 
not to deliver.

This state of affairs is 
precisely why we need 
electoral reform, from 

tweaking the Elections Act 
to sweeping changes to the 
way we vote.

Advocates of change call 
on all the parties to combat 
voter apathy brought on 
by unfair election prac-
tices, chronic lying by 
politicians and the current 
electoral system.

A loss of faith in politics 
and politicians can be tied 
to the way business is done 
in Ottawa and, of course, 
in the provincial legisla-
tures. 

We all know most 
politicians are in it for 
themselves, to get all 
they can take – all the talk 
about serving the people 
is so much smoke up 
our collective backsides. 
Maybe they should just 
admit that reality: Call the 
system bloated, self-serv-
ing and ill-suited to the 
needs of most citizens. Tell 
us you’re in it for yourself. 
Tell us that money greases 
the re-election skids, that 
once in office the only 
priority is staying there. 
We know it. You know it. 
Then put in place a process 
to minimize the most 
blatant abuses – yes that 
would mean handcuffing 
yourself and putting the 
cookie jar out in plain view.

Perhaps we should give 
up the illusion. Maybe 
this is the crux of recent 
talk about democratic 
reforms: devolve the 
central powers, give voters 
more options (referenda, 
proportional voting) so 
that there’s less focus on 
the top. We don’t have any 
real leaders, so we don’t 
need the infrastructure.

Left to their own 
devices, today’s crop of 
politicians will not make 
changes to benefit the 
public – oh, they’ll pay 
lip service to that, but 
that’s all. Clearly, reform 
is needed. Politicians and 
bureaucrats won’t move 
away from their culture of 
entitlement, but perhaps if 
the public lets them know 
we want none of it ...A week away from an election, and Ontarians seem like they’ve got a few more pressing matters on their minds. 

The provincial election 
just a week away, 

Ontarians don’t appear 
overly enthusiastic about 
going to the polls. That 
probably bodes well for the 
incumbents. 

Polls this week had the 
Progressive Conservatives 
at 36 per cent, hardly a 
ringing endorsement but 
enough to win a majority 
of seats in our first-past-
the-post electoral system. 
The Liberals were in 
second place with support 
of 27.1 per cent of those 
polled, with NDP following 
with 23.9 per cent. Support 
for the Green party was 
at 6.7 per cent, with other 
parties earning a collective 
6.4 per cent.

Some of those opposed 
to the Ford govern-
ment, lead primarily by 
public-sector unions, are 
talking about strategic 
voting, positing that PCs 
will come up the middle 
when votes are split 
between the NDP and 
Liberals. There are also 
rumblings, as is always 
the case in recent years, 
about electoral reform and 
the need for proportional 
voting.

The conditions are also 
ripe for an option we’d all 
like to see on the ballot: 
none of the above.

Don’t like the candidates 
on offer? Vote NOTA and 
send them a message. 
Ontario, in fact, has a 
None Of The Above Direct 
Democracy party, which is 
fielding candidates in 28 of 
the province’s 124 ridings. 

It’s primary mandate is 
what it calls the  three Rs of 
direct democracy – Refer-
endum, Recall and Real 
electoral and legislative 
Reforms that give voters 
control of politicians 
and parties. Candidates 
are accountable to their 
constituents and there are 
no central party policies or 
controls of elected MPPs 
beyond the binding direct 
democracy principles.

“The None of the Above 



10  |  O P I N I O N THE OBSERVER | Thursday, May 26, 2022

STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

The incredible escaping canoe

Much later, it helped the 
coureurs des bois delve 
into the wilderness to 
explore and trade furs. 
And, over the years,the 
canoe has become a 
symbol of Canadian 
recreation and adven-
ture. I doubt there is a 
human-inhabited lake or 
river in Canada that hasn’t 
seen one.

Books have been written 
about them. Movies, 
magazine and newspaper 
articles, and documenta-
ries have featured them. 
I’m sure a song or two and 
a poem or three have also 
mentioned them promi-
nently.

But what these romanti-
cized images of the canoe 
always fail to mention 
is their one dark secret. 
Every canoe is continually 
trying to escape.

Some canoes are worse 
than others, of course. 
When I was younger, I had 
an old fibreglass 17-footer 
that would leave me the 
minute I set foot on shore.  
If I recall correctly, it left 
me stranded in a duck 
blind or two and on more 
than a few beaver dams as 
well. Once, it escaped with 
me in it and the paddles 
on shore.

The canoe I mentioned 
at the beginning of this 
column clearly has a wild 
streak in it too. But the 
incident was also not too 
unusual. Canoes will just 
as readily escape on land 
as they will on water. If 
you don’t believe me, ask 
yourself why those taut 
ropes you tied a canoe 
atop your car with are 
dangerously loose by the 
time you hit the corner? 
Or why that canoe leapt 
off the car in front of you 
when there was 400 yards 
of rope tying it down.  
Canoes are the Harry 

Houdini of the boat world. 
That’s why.

In my experience, the 
two places you can expect 
a canoe escape attempt 
most are at a dock and in 
white water. The former is 
for those canoes who want 
a slow dramatic goodbye. 
The latter for those that 
want a clean break.

The point is a good 
canoe can make Houdini 
look like an amateur.

You can’t actually blame 
a canoe for this. I mean 
what do they get out of the 
relationship?

We drag them across 
gravel, mud and beaver 
dams, we sit in them, we 
make them carry us across 
lakes and down rivers 
and rapids. We make they 
go where we want to go, 
without once asking their 
thoughts on the matter.

I guess a little escapism 
keeps them sane. Which 
is good. I mean, no one 
wants their canoe to flip 
out.

The other day, I placed 
a canoe on top of my 

car, balanced it perfectly, 
and watched it settle 
on the roof racks. Then, 
after I turned my back 
on it in order to pickup a 
length of rope to tie it on 
with, I spun around just 
in time to see the canoe 
slide off the roof of my car 
and land its nose on the 
front quarter panel of my 
friend’s car. 

Some people would call 
this an unfortunate acci-
dent. But those of us who 
know canoes, understand 
it was merely a canoe 
doing what canoes do.

As Canadians, we have 
this idyllic image of the 
peaceful, ever faithful, 
obedient canoe. It is the 
icon that helped build 
Canada as we know it.  It 
carried native peoples 
to their hunting, gather-
ing,and fishing grounds. 
It moved them to their 
seasonal homes and 
allowed them to wander. 

Steve Wozniak is considered 
in the world’s top tier of 
geeks. He literally soldered 
the first Apple computer and 
designed a floppy disc 
controller from scratch to 
impress his friends at his 
computer club.

Nerds Lewis Skolnick and 
Gilbert Lowe pioneered 
computer-driven music as 
part of the Tri-Lambs in 1984

Nikola Tesla invented AC 
power. He dedicated his life 
to outrageous experiments 
including the Wardenclyffe 
Tower, a massive aerial  
that could be used as a 
“death ray.”

 ↆ LAST WEEK:  
Truth: 5 Days in May lyrics was the story of how Cuddy met his 
wife and was inspired when on tour in New Zealand when his sound 
engineer was writing his wife’s name in the sand, which he did 
everytime he found himself on a beach. 
 
Truth: Anna Jarvis originated Mother’s Day on May 12, 1907 by 
holding a memorial service for her late mother. With help from 
Wanamaker’s she organized a movement to honour mother’s 
sacrifice that eventually made it to the desk of the US president. 
 
Lie: Labour Day in Canada is celebrated on the first Monday in 
September and has been a statutory holiday since 1894. It is a  
day to recognize workers’ rights but mostly added leisure and 
family time. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

cautious in his actions. 
Before the invasion had 
even begun, he made it 
publicly clear that Ameri-
can or NATO forces would 
not intervene directly to 
defend Ukraine.

As the strength of the 
Ukrainian forces and the 
sheer incompetence of 
the Russian army became 
clear, his willingness 

to give Ukraine more 
advanced weapons in 
larger quantities grew. 
But his seemingly acci-
dental asides about how 
Putin cannot remain 
in power never become 
actual policy. Every option 
remains open.

This is a man who has 
been around the block a 
few times, and he knows 
how the game is played. 

WATERLOO WELLINGTON
WEDNESDAY

JUNE8
FREE ADMISSION

BEEF
TOUR

at Marvin Burkhart 5690 Beuhler 
Line RR1 Wallenstein N0B 2S0.

Exhibits open at 4pm with steak 
dinner served at 6:30pm followed 
by speakers and presentations. 

Please RSVP for steak dinner by 
May 24th by contacting Jared Frey 
or Jeff Martin.

2022

THANK-YOU TO ALL
OF OUR SPONSORS

Jared Frey 

226-338-5763 
Jeff Martin 

519-580-0674

DYER: A veteran of politics, Biden may know exactly what he’s saying
So if I were an adviser 
to Taiwan’s president, I 
would tell her the most 
important thing in the 
event of a Chinese inva-
sion attempt is to make a 
good show of resistance in 
the first few weeks.

There is no more diffi-
cult military operation 
than an opposed amphib-
ious landing, and China 
has no real-world experi-

ence of carrying out that 
kind of attack across 200 
kilometres of open ocean. 
So if you can hold the 
invaders on the beaches 
for a week or two,  Ameri-
can arms and supplies will 
start to flow in abundance.

But don’t expect US 
troops to help you directly. 
Biden is not willing to fight 
a war against China either. 
Consider Ukraine.

→DYER 8

 �Questioning the 
premier about 
gravel pits

To the Editor,
This is a letter I sent to 

Premier Doug Ford and 
MPP Mike Harris:

As we head into an elec-
tion June 2, I am writing to 
you to express my disap-
pointment with the latest 
in the aggregate issue.  A 
closed-door meeting was 
held with the Aggregate 
Industry Stakeholders on 
April 22. Why was there 
not any public consulta-

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

tion regarding any of the 
issues on this agenda?

Again, the industry is 
complaining about the 
“barriers” they are dealing 
with. There has been 
no thought given to the 
barriers that residents and 
municipalities face. Why 
is the health and safety 
of residents not a top 
priority?  

Our Premier, Doug 
Ford, said, “I believe in 
governing for the people…
when the people don’t 
want something you 
don’t do it… folks, you 
are the boss… you don’t 
put something in that 

the whole community is 
dead against… the mayor 
doesn’t want it… no one 
wants it… I don’t want it… 
we are going to make sure 
that it doesn’t happen…”

The Hopewell Creek 
Ratepayers had a meeting 
in August 2021 with our 
MPP, Mike Harris.  We 
asked  about this state-
ment, and we were told 
by MPP Mike Harris that 
the Premier shouldn’t 
have said it. That is not an 
acceptable response. We 
expect that a promise 
made by the Premier is a 
promise followed through 
by the Premier. No excuse 

is acceptable.
The community of 

Maryhill does not want a 
gravel pit in the midst of 
a prime agricultural area 
next to a village of approx-
imately 700 people, and 
surrounded by businesses, 
a school, farms, resi-
dences, and provincially 
significant wetlands and 
woodlot.  

When is this province 
going to stand up for the 
people and do the right 
thing?

Bonnie Bryant
HOPEWELL CREEK 

 RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION

The View From Here 
Celebrates 20 Years
Check out the full page View From Here Comic on page 13.  
A big congratulations to Scott Arnold on 20 years! We are 
proud to feature your comic in the Observer every week
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

BusinessBusiness The federal government has banned Huawei 
from working on Canada's fifth-generation 
networks over security concerns. That’s in 
keeping with allies that have national-secu-
rity concerns about the Chinese company 
having access to key infrastructure. The ban 
also includes ZTE, another Chinese company. 
Canadian firms will have until June 28, 2024 to 
remove 5G equipment from Huawei and ZTE.

Teams from 10 high schools and colleges 
across Ontario will compete in the ninth 
Waterloo Electric Vehicle (EV) Challenge at 
the University of Waterloo on May 28. The 
public is welcome to watch the races, visit 
the teams in the pits, and explore some 
of Waterloo’s engineering student teams 
and their vehicles at the Q Lot on the UW 
campus.

China banned from 5G Revving up their EVs

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

EARLIER THIS MONTH 
A RENTAL ad for a plain 
two-bedroom unit in a 
five-plex townhouse was 
posted on the Township 
of Woolwich Buy and Sell 
Facebook group. The cost 
was $2,400 per month, 
plus utilities. Applicants 
needed to provide first and 
last months’ rent to hold, 
stated the ad.

At time of printing, 
the post had received 25 
comments.

“Wow, twice the cost of 
our current mortgage!” 
said one commenter.

“Better come with a 
butler for that price,” said 
another.

“Crazy price. Unafford-
able for so many who are 
struggling,” said another.

The person who posted 
the ad refused to comment 
for the article.

Waterloo Region is 
facing a housing crisis, 
with limited availability 
and skyrocketing prices. 
Elmira is no exception.

In 2020 the Kitchener 
Waterloo Community 
Foundation (KWCF) 

Low vacancy 
rates, high rents 
symptom of a 
housing crisis
It’s not just an issue of rising housing prices as rental costs in the region outstrip the likes of New York

released a report on the 
state of housing in the 
region.

The organization found 
the median price of a 
house relative to median 
household income for the 
region has increased from 
three times in 2005 to an 
estimated 8.6 times in 

2021. This is more expen-
sive than in the New York 
metropolitan area, which 
is 5.9 times greater, and on 
par with Greater London 
in the United Kingdom.

The price of rent in 
the region has increased 
in-step with the price of 
real estate. The monthly 

cost of renting a bachelor 
apartment in the region 
has increased by 122 per 
cent between 2008 and 
2020, which is almost 
double the increase found 
in the rest of the markets 
across the country, the 
report found.

“The Vital Signs report 
provides a grim visual of 
Waterloo Region’s housing 
crisis, including a lack of 
housing that’s affordable 
for the average income 
earner, and an increase in 
demand but not enough 
housing supply. The 
region’s population is 
growing, but the supply 
isn’t keeping up,” said 
KWCF CEO Elizabeth 
Heald in an email.

“There are more 
part-time, contract jobs 
available than full-time 
employment. The average 
household income has 
only increased by 1.6 per 
cent. Black, Indigenous 
and Racialized commu-
nities are more likely to 
spend more than 30 per 
cent of their income on 
rent, and are more likely 
to be living in crowded 
spaces,” she said.

Jamie Passmore is a 

single mother of three 
who has been looking for a 
place to rent in Elmira for 
months. She and her kids 
are staying with friends in 
the town.

“If it’s possible, I’d like to 
find either a semi detached 
or a two bedroom, three 
bedroom. Something that 
has possibly a yard for the 
kids. That’s a big one.  It 
doesn’t need to be that big, 
but I’d really like to have 
a yard for the kids,” said 
Passmore.

When she started her 
search, Passmore was 
hoping to spend around 
$1,800 a month on hous-
ing, but found that to be 
unrealistic.

“You can’t find a 
three-bedroom house 
under $2,000. I mean, 
you’re looking at more like 
$2,500. You’re lucky if you 
can find a two bedroom 
under $2,000.”

A search for Elmira 
apartments on Kijiji.ca 
brought up four results 
including listings like 
$1,575 for a one-bedroom 
apartment, and $1,600 for 
a two-bedroom. No houses 
or townhouses for rent 
showed up in the search.

“I love Elmira. I just 
like this small town,” said 
Passmore. “I don’t have a 
vehicle, so for me it’s a lot 
easier because everything 
is in walking distance. I 
like that there’s good parks 
for the kids and I just like 
that it’s quiet and small.”

Passmore has also heard 
rumors of bidding wars 
for rental units, which she 
finds very stressful.

“My hope was to stay 
here in Elmira or north 
Waterloo just because 
that’s where my church 
is and where a lot of my 
friends are. But it’s starting 
to kind of look like that’s 
not really going be – I don’t 
know,  if it will be branch-
ing out into Kitchener or 
somewhere or having to 
look a bit farther.”

Between 2015 and 2020, 
Waterloo region was the 
fastest growing metropol-
itan area in the country, 
according to the Kitchener 
Waterloo Community 
Foundation’s housing 
report. New builds have 
not kept pace with the 
population growth, and 
there have been few rental 
builds, the report found.

Jamie Passmore has spent months looking for a suitable rental 
property in Elmira. Submitted

→RENTING 12

Your coffee pairs nicely 
with the local news.

newsmart.ca

The store for newspaper readers.

Pick up our exclusive and very limited 
25th Anniversary mugs today. 11oz 
ceramic offered in two different styles and 
headlines. Get them before they are gone.
ceramic offered in two different styles and 
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Only water 
5:30–10 a.m. and 

7–11 p.m.

The Water Conservation By‐law is in The Water Conservation By‐law is in
effect May 31 to September 30effect May 31 to September 30

Know your day and follow the rules to help 
conserve our community’s water. Water lawns 
once per week, based on your house number.

Water wisely!Water wisely!

If your address ends in:
0 or 1 your watering day is: Monday
2 or 3 Tuesday
4 or 5 Wednesday
6 or 7 Thursday
8 or 9 Friday

Follow the by-law to help reduce summer strain on our water 
supply. Thanks for doing your part!

For more information:
bit.ly/WaterBylaw, 519-575-4400

Deaf and hard of hearing 
(TTY): 519-575-4608

• You can water shrubs, trees and gardens, wash vehicles or top up pools 
every other day: even-numbered addresses on even days of the 
month and odd-numbered addresses on odd days.

• Using a bucket, watering can or rain barrel is 
allowed anytime.

• For newly-planted grass and nematode 
applications, apply online or call.

The report also found 
the quality of jobs in 
the region is declining. 
Between 2006 to 2019, 
temporary jobs grew 2.6 
times faster than full time, 
self employment grew 2.4 
times faster and part time 
jobs grew 1.9 times faster 
than full time jobs.

In 2020, there were 
more than 6,000 people 
on the region’s waitlist for 
affordable housing.

“If we aren’t able to 
meet the demand, we will 
continue to observe a rise 
in evictions and homeless-
ness, social and physical 

displacement of commu-
nities, and a rise in mental 
health issues and food 
insecurities, among other 
concerns,” said Heald.

Solutions she suggests 
include investment in 
affordable builds, making 
affordable housing the 
highest priority in the 
region, diversifying the 
type of housing that is 
being built, prioritiz-
ing reconciliation since 
more builds will mean 
more land development, 
advocacy for inclusionary 
zoning which sets afford-
able housing require-
ments for new builds. 

Home owners can also 
consider building tiny 
homes or adding in-law 
suites to their homes 
which the region and 
cities allow. There is also 
funding available to help 
renovate for affordable 
units, as well as home 
sharing and incentives 
for landlords to keep rent 
stable.

“To people who do 
have housing and who 
are renting (out), it’s not 
always just about how 
much money you can get, 
but it’s good to have good 
people in your housing,” 
said Passmore. 

→ FROM 11

RENTING: Market conditions aren’t good for those 
seeking affordable units anywhere in the region

Images from an Elmira property recently posted for rent online. 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Household agriculture 
helps keep Ukraine fed

Growing a garden is 
more a labour of love 

than of economy, right?
Gardeners are proud of 

their efforts, from earth 
to table. If they save some 
money raising their own 
fruit and vegetables, 
great. But many are more 
driven by pride than 
money, and certainly 
more by satisfaction than 
subsistence.

It’s different in Ukraine. 
And it’s helping Ukraini-
ans’ stay fed during the 
Russian onslaught.

A new report by the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) 
notes that “household 
agriculture” – small-scale 
agricultural production 
that’s a significant step up 
from gardening – is on the 
upswing in Ukraine.

Over half of the coun-
try’s 14.7 million house-
holds are involved in 
this kind of production, 
providing food for their 
families and to some 
extent to communities, 
through on-farm sales or 
open-air markets.

Their agricultural plots 
are more like fields to us. 
Although one third of 
them are under a hectare, 
that’s still about two-and-
a-half football fields in 
size, bigger than most 
community gardens we’re 
accustomed to. Some are 
up to 10 hectares, and 
many involve livestock, 
such as dairy cows and 
poultry. 

Household agriculture 
is a matter of survival for 
Ukrainians, and it’s not 
something new (like it is 
for Canadians, who took 
up gardening in droves 
when the pandemic 

struck). 
In Ukraine, according to 

the USDA, rural families 
have long viewed their 
vegetable gardens and 
farm animals as a safety 
net. Household agricul-
ture provides Ukrainian 
families with stable food 
and a bit of money when 
extraordinary events 
occur, such as major 
economic crises, tempo-
rary unemployment, 
epidemics or wars.

Household agricul-
tural operations appear 
to be immune to what 
the USDA calls “external 
shocks.”Their practices 
are not modern by most 
North American agri-
cultural standards – for 
example, hand labour is 
common and veterinary 
support is lacking – but 
the department describes 
their performance as 
“sturdy,” a word that only 
starts to characterize 
Ukrainian resilience.

Ukrainians don’t really 
care if their household 
agriculture operations 
measure up to others’ 
standards. As the USDA 
notes, in private conver-
sations, Ukrainian rural 
residents often reject 
economic arguments 
about the lack of effi-
ciency and profitability of 
household activities.

The department says 
the Russian invasion 
is expected to fortify 
Ukrainian households 
and increase the percep-
tion of them as the only 
risk management tool 

available to many Ukrai-
nians.

It’s suspected that’s 
already the case. The 
USDA says some house-
holds responded to the 
invasion by increasing 
production in response 
to the start of the war. 
In fact, they’d already 
started boosting house-
hold agriculture efforts 
when the pandemic took 
hold. 

Officially, household 
agriculture comprises 
just 11 per cent of income 
for rural Ukraine fami-
lies. 

But it’s not about the 
money – it’s about food 
security. Every culture 
has its own way of 
approaching it. In peace 
time, food security is 
aided greatly by trade. In 
times of uncertainty, it’s 
a different story. 

Here, the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency 
has introduced measures 
to provide manufacturers 
with compliance flexibil-
ity in managing supply 
challenges. With some 
exceptions – local ones, 
in fact – in our culture, 
food from family farmers 
often goes to processors 
and manufacturers then 
to consumers, rather than 
in a more direct line like 
it does with Ukrainian 
household agriculture.

But as we try to learn 
as much as we can about 
modern survival and 
resiliency, the household 
agriculture model may be 
worth a deeper look. At 
least the USDA thinks so, 
even though America is 
one of the most produc-
tive countries in the 
world. 

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THE LIONS CLUB IS 
GETTING set to host its 
annual fundraising Walk 
for Dog Guides on May 29.

“A dog guide makes such 
an incredible difference 
in the lives of people who 
need their service,” said 
Deb Cserhalmi, president 
of the Floradale Friends of 
Dog Guides Lions Branch 
Club.

“For the last couple of 
years, of course, it’s been a 
virtual walk. So the money 
raised wasn’t as much as 
what we usually get for an 
in person walk,” Cserhalmi 
said.

The foundation esti-
mates it costs $35,000 for 
one dog guide to be bred, 

Lions’ Walk for Dog Guides

→ DOG GUIDES 28

raised, trained and placed 
with a person in need. All 
of the dogs from the Lions 
Foundation are provided 
free of charge. 

The local foundation 
has surpassed their fund-
raising goal of $3,000 with 
a total of  more than $7,000 
so far. 

“We’ve got a lot of 

support – it’s amazing. 
Our little branch club 
only has five people. 
We do auctions online a 
couple of times a year,” 
she said, noting people 
are so supportive in both 
donating to the auction 
and bidding on items.

“If it’s a $25 gift card, 

The fundraising event is set for May 29.
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A harvest of local 
farming innovation.
Connect to the land.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

Rural
Connections

Rural
Connections

Farm Credit Canada (FCC) has created 
a new offering to attract and recog-
nize Canadian beef producers certified 
to sustainability standards set by the 
Canadian Roundtable for Sustainable 
Beef (CRSB). It provides a payment to 
FCC customers who are CRSB Certi-
fied through CRSB’s Certification Bodies.
www.fcc.ca

Marking Canadian Innovation Week, the 
federal Ministry of Agriculture and Agri-Food 
announced it’s providing $635K in four inno-
vative projects to boost productivity and 
green infrastructure in the agriculture sector. 
Among the recipients is the Canadian Nurs-
ery Landscape Association, which will receive 
up to $32,185 to develop a screening system 
suitable for breeding black knot fungus. 

New FCC program Innovation funding

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

Quality 
Drainage 
Systems

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

126 Bonnie Crs., Elmira
www.rytechmachine.ca

Parents of infants are 
concerned about baby 

formula shortages due to a 
combination of factors.

A major recall in the 
United States affecting the 
top manufacturer of baby 
formula, coupled with 
supply chain challenges, 
has made things difficult 
for parents.

In the US, some parents 
are driving hours just to 
get the right product for 
their baby. In more than 
six states, more than 50 per 
cent of retail stores are out 
of stock.

Breast milk banks are 
getting organized, and 
many organizations are 
helping desperate Amer-
ican parents. If someone 
is looking for a product 
for their child, they will 
find it, but it may not be 
the product their baby is 
accustomed to and that, of 
course, can be a problem 
for nervous parents.

But the big problem is 
the recall that occurred on 
February 17.

Abbott Laboratories, 
the largest baby formula 
manufacturer in the US, 

voluntarily recalled its 
products manufactured in 
Sturgis, Mich., and closed 
the facility following 
reports that four infants 
had fallen ill from bacterial 
infections. Two toddlers 
allegedly died after 
having consumed formula 
produced in the plant.

A whistleblower report 
was submitted last year 
to the US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 
about what was going 
on at the plant. Abbott 
denies everything, based 
on evidence the company 
collected itself. Still, the 
plant in Michigan could 
be shut for another two 
months, if not more.

Regulators would typi-
cally expedite the open-
ing of such an important 
plant. We saw this during 
COVID-19 with major meat 
plants, but the relationship 
with the FDA and Abbott 
is clearly fractured and 
messy.

When only three 
companies manu-
facture about 98 per 
cent of what’s consumed 
in the country, things will 

Canada has its own baby formula problem

→CHARLEBOIS 15

Ontario’s provincial 
election campaign 

is now in full swing, and 
across the province, 
candidates are engaging 
with voters in hopes of 
capturing their support 
at the ballot box. In turn, 
voters want to know 
where candidates stand 
on the issues that matter 
most to them.

The Ontario Federation 
of Agriculture (OFA) has 
been meeting candidates 
from all major parties for 
the last several months 
now in both urban and 

rural ridings to help build 
awareness of food, farm-
ing and how supporting 
economic investments in 
agri-food and our rural 
communities will provide 
benefit to the entire prov-
ince. 

As a farmer who lives 
in a mostly rural riding, 
I welcomed the oppor-
tunity to sit down and 
meet with candidates 
from urban ridings in the 
Greater Toronto Area. It 
was a chance to share the 
election priorities of farm-
ers and rural communities 

with them, but it was also 
interesting to learn about 
what matters to their 
constituents – and how 
what we need to thrive 
and support economic 
growth will provide bene-
fit for all Ontarians.

Agriculture is one of 
Ontario’s main economic 
drivers, contributing 
more than $47 billion 
a year to the provincial 
economy and support-
ing close to one million 
jobs across the province. 
There’s no doubt the 
industry will also have a → OFA 15

Ontario’s farm policies 
and regulations ensure 
stability and prosperity in 
all aspects of the agri-food 
supply chain, from field-
to-fork.

Food processing is 
essential to food security 
– ensuring we are able 
to feed ourselves – so 
we need to make sure 
we have enough food 
processing facilities to 
meet market demands. 
When the pandemic first 
hit, a leading concern of 
many Ontarians was that 
our food supply chain 

The largest baby formula plant in Canada, Canada Royal Milk owned by China’s Feihe International, ships all of its products to China
escalate when a recall 
occurs. The baby formula 
market is not that profit-
able since birth rates have 
been dropping in the US. 
When a market is shrink-
ing, getting new players is 
challenging.

It’s not the first time 
baby formula has made 
international headlines. 
In 2008, China had a baby 
formula scandal when a 
top manufacturer opted 
to add melamine – a 
chemical used in 
plastic – to their 
baby formula. 
Thousands of 
toddlers were 
hospitalized, 
although few 
actually died. For 
months, Chinese 
leadership hid the 
scandal from the 
public because it 
didn’t want any bad 
publicity while it 
was hosting the 

OFA engages election candidates on food security and supply chain resilience
would collapse. That 
didn’t happen as Ontario’s 
agri-food sector rose to 
the challenge, persevered 
and showed how strong 
and resilient it can be. 
During the uncertainty 
of the pandemic, many 
commodity organiza-
tions and local feder-
ations stepped up by 
donating food products 
and contributing funds 
to help food banks and 
other groups support 
those in need. We applaud 
the efforts made by our 

Summer Olympics that 
year. This became one of 
the most significant food 
safety scandals in history.

And now the US is 
dealing with its own baby 

formula head-
aches.

In 
Canada, the 

situation 
might 

be a little different. First, 
demand for baby formula 
is typically higher in most 
American states than in 
Canada. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), in 
the US, about 56 per cent 
of infants are breastfed up 
to the age of six months. In 
Canada, that rate is above 
80 per cent, according to 
the International Journal 
for Equity in Health. So 
reliance on baby formula 
in the United States is 
more acute.

Health Canada has 
temporarily allowed 
infant formula brands 
from the US, the United 
Kingdom, Ireland, and 
Germany to be imported 

into Canada. This measure 
will help put many parents 
at ease. Still, most of the 
baby formula consumed in 
Canada is imported, so any 
hiccups outside of Canada 
can impact our supplies.

But most Canadians 
don’t know that Canada 
is home to a large baby 
formula plant. In Kings-
ton, Canada Royal Milk, 
owned by China’s Feihe 

International, built a plant 
in 2017. It’s the largest baby 
formula plant in Canada by 
far. However, all its prod-
ucts are shipped to China. 
The plant uses Canadian 
cow and goat milk. 

This is troubling for 
anyone who understands 
how the Canadian dairy 
sector works.

Not only is the produc-
tion of that cow milk 
partially subsidized by 
Canadian taxpayers, 
but dairy farmers also 
have expensive govern-
ment-sanctioned quotas 
intended to serve Canadi-
ans only. Supply manage-
ment is about feeding 
ourselves and nobody else. 

Supply management is 
considered one of the most 
protectionist policies in 
Canadian agriculture. But 
we produce baby formula 
for China almost exclu-
sively. Something isn’t 
right.

Selling to China isn’t 
really the problem. After 
all, China’s melamine scare 
in 2008 made Canadian 
dairy products all the 

vital role in our post-pan-
demic economic recovery, 
contributing to employ-
ment and growth – and 
government is a key part-
ner in helping to make 
that happen through 
policy, legislation and 
investment.
Supply chain resilience

Ontario farmers grow 
and produce more than 
200 different food prod-
ucts, supporting a wide 
array of food manufactur-
ing and processing activ-
ity across the province. 
So, it’s important that 
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7668 8th Line Drayton 519-638-3457 @cleanfieldsvc

Custom Spraying & Fertilizer Application

Allow our team  Allow our team  
to take care of your to take care of your to take care of your 
crop care needs!

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-3232371 Arthur St. S. Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

CUSTOM SERVICE INC.Stoneview

Specializing 
in Foraging 
& Merging

CUSTOM FARMING RENTAL EQUIPMENT
• MANURE HAULING
    (450 & 950)
• SEEDING (NO-TILLING)
• SWATHING
• 34’ MERGING

• TILLAGE

• COMBING 
     (BEANS & CORN)

• FORAGING
    (GRASS & CORN)

• MANURE 
   SPREADER
    (450 & 950)

• HAY MERGER

• 5” & 6” WALINGA      
   SUCKER/BLOWER
• LANCASTER    
   GRINDER

CUSTOM FARMING RENTAL EQUIPMENT

more attractive. It’s hard to 
blame an industry for capi-
talizing on an opportunity. 
But this dairy is Canadian.

To get Canadians to buy 
into our supply manage-
ment regime and to 
produce what we need in 
Canada, Canadian dairy 
farmers have long argued 
we can’t ship milk abroad 
and grow the Asian market. 
Since dairy farmers have 
no incentive to grow any 
markets, we’ve allowed a 
Chinese-owned company 
to invest in Canada, only 
to ship our food back to 
China.

Subsidizing and protect-
ing our milk production to 
serve other markets isn’t 
what supply management 
was designed to do when 
it was implemented more 
than 50 years ago. The 
milk sold to Canada Royal 
Milk should not only be 
off quota, but the facility 
should also be Canadian 
owned and operated so 
some of the focus would be 
on the Canadian market.

So Canadians are still 
reliant on imports, despite 
the existence of Canada 
Royal Milk.

Most ironic, due to trade 
barriers on both sides, the 

plant is only 30 km away 
from the American border 
but can’t ship products to 
the US.

For Canadian consum-
ers, having access to Cana-
dian-made baby formula 
would be reassuring, but 
dairy farmers just don’t 
think about the market 
that way. Money is money, 
and who’s being fed is 
totally secondary.

This is Canada’s true 
baby formula problem.

ↆ Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is 
senior director of the agri-food 
analytics lab and a professor in 
food distribution and policy at 
Dalhousie University.

industry to keep our 
supply chain strong as we 
navigated through these 
unprecedented times.

Our job now is to ensure 
that strength and resil-
ience continues. That 
means we must address 
the labour shortages in 
the agri-food sector. The 
gap between the demand 
for workers and avail-
able labour in Ontario 
currently sits at 29,000 
workers and growing – 
and it’s estimated that job 
vacancies cost farmers 
$1.5 billion in lost sales 
every year.

We need focused 
promotion of agricultural 
and agri-food programs 
and careers to Canadian 
youth to attract job seek-
ers to the sector. We also 
need to prioritize skills 
development and train-
ing throughout the value 
chain to make it easier for 
employers to find, train 
and keep the workforce 
they need.
Protecting food produc-
tion by preserving farm-
land

As resilient as our 
supply chain has proven 
to be throughout the 
pandemic, its success all 
begins with farmland. As 
farmers, we work hard 
to maintain the supply 

and meet the demand for 
locally grown produce, 
meat, eggs and dairy 
products – and without 
farmland, none of that 
can happen. We have to 
contain urban sprawl and 
preserve the valuable 
farmland that we have; if 
we don’t, who will we have 
to depend on in the future 
to grow our food when 
we can no longer do so 
ourselves?

Our province loses an 
average of five farms per 
week to development to 
keep pace with Ontar-
io’s growing population. 
Even though farmers are 
continually adopting new 
technologies and innova-
tions to grow more food 
with less resources, that 
kind of farmland loss is 
not sustainable. We need 
to ensure we are protect-
ing the land that feeds our 
families, cities, country 
and the world – not just 
for us, but for future 
generations to come. The 
decisions we make now 
will directly impact the 
future generation’s ability 
to grow and produce 
high-quality food, fibre 
and fuel for our growing 
population.

Long-term land-use 
planning needs to be 
responsible and focused 
on a balance of enabling 

urban growth while also 
protecting agricultural 
land. We can do this by 
intensifying residen-
tial development in our 
existing urban footprint 
to create complete and 
liveable communities and 
by distributing economic 
development prov-
ince-wide.

Distribution of 
economic development 
province-wide will make 
rural communities more 
attractive for families 
and businesses. Yes, it 
will require investment 
in high-speed internet, 
energy and social infra-
structure like schools and 
hospitals, but encourag-
ing growth and develop-
ment beyond the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe will 
benefit all Ontarians.

We would like all 
candidates to understand 
the tremendous value 
and opportunities the 
agri-food sector and our 
rural communities have 
to offer. OFA encourages 
all voters to get involved 
in the election by engag-
ing with candidates and 
asking about their posi-
tions on issues that matter 
most to Ontario’s farming 
and food sector.

ↆ Sara Wood, director, Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture

→ FROM 14 → FROM 14

CHARLEBOIS: Canadians are still reliant on importsOFA: Ensuring candidates know the importance of ag.
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JUNE 5   SOUTHBOUND
JUNE 12  SWITCHBACK ROAD
JUNE 19  RANDY SATCHELL
JUNE 26  NAOMI BRISTOW
JULY 3   T'WAS NOW (MIKE & DIANA ERB)

JULY 10   DARIN PARISE & THE MAPLE 
    SUGAR SWEETHEARTS
    W/SPECIAL GUEST - AL WIDMEYER

JULY 17   AARON MUIR
JULY 24  LANCE RUSSWURM
JULY 31   GERALD DAVIDSON
AUGUST 7  WENDY LYNN SNIDER
AUGUST 14  THE CHAPARRALS
AUGUST 21  FRED LEWIS & RIDING HIGH 
AUGUST 28  DIANNE & THE CAVALIERS

Concert in the Park

Sponsors:

Join us every Sunday 
from 7pm - 9pm this 
summer for live 
country and bluegrass 
music in Elmira’s parks. 
Bring your lawn chairs. Pass the 
hat for musical acts in effect.

 Find timely updates here: facebook.com/elmirasundayconcerts

** Series will begin in Gore Park 
downtown Elmira and move to 
Gibson Park when pavilion is 
upgraded. Check FB and the 
Observer for locations.

2022

We’re Back

Free
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

ArtsArts Billy Bishop Goes To War opens this week 
at the St. Jacobs Schoolhouse Theatre. The 
Drayton Entertainment production brings the 
story of Canadian WWI flying ace Billy Bishop 
to life on stage through rousing stories, 
haunting memories, and vibrant song in this 
critically-acclaimed winner of the Gover-
nor General's Literary Award for Drama. 
www.draytonentertainment.com

The Open Ears Festival runs June 2-5 at a 
number of venues in Kitchener, including 
the Registry Theatre and KPL. It presents 
an eclectic range of festival events, from 
indie classical music to electroacoustic to 
sound installations. The festival explores 
the theme of integrating community through 
the use of unexpected musical settings.
www.openears.ca

Billy Bishop takes flight Time to open your ears

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

COMING FROM A 
NON-MUSICAL FAMILY 
it was the influence of 
one the most known rock 
singers of all time that led 
Roland Grant into a life of 
music.

“I’ve been listening 
closely to music since I 
was a young child and I 
always was trying to figure 
out the melodies on my 
guitar. I saw a picture of 
Elvis on a cassette tape 
when I was six years old 
and I wanted to learn how 
to play the guitar and I 
wanted to become Elvis 
and ever since it’s been a 
lifelong obsession,” said 
Grant who is starting his 
tour of five Ontario cities 
at Kitchener’s Registry 
Theatre on June 7.

While he is primarily a 
flamenco artist that wasn’t 
always the case for the 
Nova Scotia resident.

“In my teenage years I 
spent most of my musi-
cal life playing rock and 
roll and heavy metal and 
blues. And it was later on 
I really fell in love with 
Latin and flamenco music. 
I wanted to combine the 
two in my own way, and 
I fell in love with the 
passion and the energy 
and the melodies and 
that’s how I came up with 
the sound I have now,” 
Grant explained.

His genre-spanning 
influences are described 
as rock fused promi-
nently with Latin and 
Spanish guitar, at times 

incorporating orchestral 
elements. Grant’s studio 
releases to date are his 
debut album Equilibrium 
(2018) and his purely 
classical Piano Quintet 
(2021). As an orches-
tral composer, Grant’s 
Concerto for Guitar and 
Orchestra premiered in 
2019 with the composer as 
soloist. He was awarded 
the prize for Best Tonal 
Music at the 2017 Inter-
national Antonín Dvořák 
Composition Competition 
held in Prague, Czech 
Republic, of which he is a 
two-time finalist.

Grant recently released 
a self-produced music 
video for Nacido del Fuego 
which was the single from 
his 2018 album Equi-
librium. With limited 
resources Grant made do 
with what he had. 

“It had no production 
manager. All I had was 
my staff. My director, 
who was a cameraman, 
his assistant and friend 
helping carry the gear. We 
carried all the amplifiers 
and the guitar cases up to 
a 17-storey rooftop. I was 
wearing my work clothes 
and work boots. Shed 
those donned my stage 
clothes to do some takes 
and then back into the 
work clothes back down 17 
stories,” he said.

“I always find a way and 
that’s my motto going 
forward, always finding a 
way even if the resources 
are scarce and don’t seem 
to allow for it. I was going 
to find a way to create 
something new, some-

Guitar virtuoso starts Ontario tour June 7

Roland Grant performs June 7 at the Registry Theatre in Kitchener. Submitted

Nova Scotia’s Roland Grant mixes flameco, Latin and rock sounds in high-energy show
including pianist Peter 
Allen. 

“It’s especially a treat 
when I get fine classical 
musicians to perform 
my work as they did on 
the album. I had some 
wonderful players on that 
album so that was a long 
time dream to get some 
of my classical music 
recorded,” he said.

While Grant doesn’t find 
it hard to switch between 
the genres of Classical and 
Flamenco it is a balancing 
act. 

“I find it hard to find 
the time to write classical 
music because I spend so 
much time working on the 
guitar stuff that I hardly 
have time to write my 
orchestra music and when 
I do it’s very precious. 
It’s those precious few 
precious hours in the 
evening or in the early 
morning before I get into 
the craziness of practicing 
for a tour or writing a new 
single,” he added. 

Following the Ontario 
tour, Grant plans on 
producing another single 
and an accompanying 
music video. He hopes to 
tour in the United States 
and Europe next year. He 
notes that he has some big 
goals. 

“I’m always thinking 
loftily with my head in 
the clouds. My sights are 
always set on something 
loft,” he said.

Roland Grant takes to 
the stage at 8 p.m. June 7 
at the Registry Theatre, 
122 Frederick St., Kitch-
ener.

SOUTH
Features never before seen footage of doomed
1919 Shackleton trip to Antarctica.
New Restoration! Considered the world's first
documentary feature, “South” is the original film
– exquisitely photographed
by Frank Hurley

OPENS JUNE 3RD
PrincessCinemas.com

thing bigger, something 
more colourful.”

Grant also composed 
classical piano music 

which he said allows 
him to write something 
that has no commercial 
impetus.

“It’s purely art for art’s 
sake,” he said.

His second album 
features several musicians 
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted
EQUIPMENT OPERA-
TOR HELP WANTED 
for custom farming 
fleet, full time and part 
time. Some conditions 
may apply. Contact 
Paul at 519-897-9471.

For Sale
LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haff-
n e r  T r u c k i n g , 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

MACHING EQUIP-
MENT FOR SALE. 
Milling machine, lathe 
and tooling. Complete 
machining pack-
age. Contact Paul at 
519-897-9471.

Farm 
Equipment

WANTED - INTERNA-
TIONAL OR JOHN 
Deere grain binder. 
Dion threshing machine 
22×38 or 28×48. 
Phone even ings 
905-983-9331.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
BUYING ALL POCKET 
OR WRIST WATCHES, 
working or not. Omega 
I.W.C. Bretling, Rolex, 
Tudor, Patek, Univer-
sal, Hamilton, Ball, 
Howard etc, espe-
cially interested in 
vintage, gold & silver 
jewellery all coins & 
bank notes, all group 
of 7 paintings, scrap 
gold & sliver toys, 
military items. Call 
Terry @ 242-6900 or 
gallamore@golden.
net, fa ir  honest 
prices. Confidentiality 
assured. Have mask, 
will travel.

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Installers Required 
Cabinets and Millwork

HOMESTEAD WOODWORKS continues to be an innovative leader in 
architectural wood design & finishing within Waterloo Region and beyond. 
We have immediate full-time openings for the following positions.

• Onsite cabinet building & installation 
and/or install high-end trim packages, 
beams & exterior entrance systems 
and stair cases

• Assembly of kitchens & cabinetry 
and/or millwork projects

• Other woodworking tasks
• Some heavy lifting involved
• Valid Ontario Drivers License and 

clean drivers abstract required
• Some experience is necessary

Your duties would include:

The successful candidates will be motivated, enthusiastic, courteous, and 
friendly.  We are looking for dependable, respectful team players with a 
strong work ethic and good communication skills.
The company offers excellent wage, benefits, and bonus programs. 

For more details or to submit a resume, please contact tony@hsww.ca.

53 years Family Business 

Finishing assistant with 
goal to becoming a qualified 
finisher
Woodworker, well equipped 
modern, clean shop involving 
custom projects & regular shop 
duties
Good Benefits Plan 
Competetive Pay scaled to skills

Please send resume to:
apply@lloydscottenterprises.com

We Are Hiring! 

Alma , Ont

Woodworking Craftsman
Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! Woodland 
Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes and installs high 
quality custom cabinetry and solid wood stairs. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At Woodland, 
one of our core values is Respect. Respect for our team members 
and respect for our customers. Continuous improvement is also 
a big part of who we are. We are constantly looking for new and 
innovative ways to make our team members jobs easier and 
more efficient. 

We are looking for a full time, permanent 

Kitchen Cabinet Installer
to join our team. In this position you would be working with 

one of our install teams installing high quality custom kitchens 
and stairs. In this position you would be reporting 

to our  Install manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Ability to read blueprints
• Cabinet building experience will be an asset
• Cabinet install experience will be an asset
• Motivated and enthusiastic 
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and
growing company, please send your resume to 

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 to set up an interview.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. Thank you.

Help Wanted

Please submit your resume to:
info@bonnieschickhatchery.com 

or in person at 18 Arthur Street North, Elmira.

Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
General Labourer Position

Bonnie’s Chick Hatchery Ltd is currently 
accepting resumes for a seasonal full time 
Hatchery General Labourer.  
Perfect position for a student to gain experience.
We are seeking an energetic, self-motivated, 
reliable person. The successful candidate must 
be able to work in a team environment, learn 
quickly (training provided).
There will be lifting and physical labour.
Your duties will include:
Handling chicks and eggs while adhering to the
Animal Welfare and Health & Safety Policies, 
sanitation requirements, preparing eggs and 
chicks for shipment and other duties as required.
Offering a competitive wage.

Word ads and Help 
Wanted Continue 

and Auctions Begin 
on Page 19
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Help Wanted

Lorentz Farms Ltd.
Mill operators and night shift loader 

tractor driver/general labourer needed.
 

Some equipment operation required.  
Call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

SEASONAL
HELP WANTED

DATE: Sat. June 4, @ 10:00 am
LOCATION: 5461, Hwy 86, 1km north of Guelph Auto Mall
PREVIEW:  Friday, June 3, 1 - 4 pm and sale day 9 am

FURNITURE & Misc.: Original Finished Pla�orm Grain 
Scale//6’ Pine Harvest Table// Needle Point Chairs// 2 
Matching Leather Chairs//Large Framed Victorian 
Mirror//1930’s Storage Chest c/w Marble Top// Bar 
Fridge// 5000 BTU AC Unit//5 Drawer Maple Mens 
Chest//Folding Chairs//Walnut Corner Curio 
Cabinet//Mid Century Wall Unit//Garden Water 
Fountain//Glass Oil Lamps//Lots not men�oned.
TOOLS & Misc.: Master Cra� 9” Band Saw//Delta 8” 
Drill Press//New work Mates//Leaf  Blowers// HD 
Double WorkLites//Carpenter Aprons//Socket 
Sets//8’ Construc�on Level//Step Ladders//Elec & 
Gas Lawn Mowers//Aluminum Ramps//Cut off 
Saw//New S�hl MSA 140c Chain Saw// Steel Shelf 
Units//S�hl FSA 56 Weed Eater//Socket Adapter 
Sets//Offset Boxed wrench sets//Punch sets//Quan�-
ty of New Hammers various sizes//13 & 25 pc Screw 
Driver sets//Lots of Garden and hand tools//Quan�ty 
of 8” Turf Tires on Wheels//New Vinyl Garden Shed 
10.5’ x 8’//Grape Press//Grape Crusher//5 
Demijohns//Bicycles//New Mini Kota Trolling Motor, 
12V Digital//FishTV Under Water Viewing System//2 
New XL Fluid Life Jackets//Good Variety of Fishing 
Rods & Reels//Full Set of RH Golf Clubs & bag on 
Cart// Camping Chairs & Sleeping Bag.
*Note: This will be a full sale. Majority of tools items 
are s�ll in packages. Lots items NOT unpacked at �me 
of adver�sing.

Kurtz Auctions Inc.
LIVE ESTATE AUCTION SALE

Auctioneer: Kurtz Auctions Inc. 
519-836-0342

See www.kurtzauc�onsinc.caand h�ps://www.facebook.com/
brian.kurtz.3950for photos and update on new items. 
Terms: 10% buyer’s premium. Cash and/or Debit. Cheque with proper 
ID. Any announcements day of sale take precedence over ads.  
Auc�oneer, Auc�on company or proprietors not responsible for 
accidents, injury, damage or loss of property on sale day. 

Help Wanted

Auctions

Community Support Worker
&

Administrative Assistant
(Full-time Permanent Roles)

Community Care Concepts is a non-pro�t volunteer-based 
organization that provides high quality support services 
throughout the Townships of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot 
that enable seniors and adults with disabilities to remain as 
independent as possible in their own homes.  

We are searching for two exceptional individuals to work in 
full-time permanent roles as a Community Support Worker
and an Administrative Assistant.  

The Community Support Worker will work collaboratively 
with clients, caregivers, community partners and the staff 
team to identify and assess client needs related to the Meals 
on Wheels program and to develop, implement and monitor 
plans that address the identi�ed needs.  Responsibility for the 
administrative coordination of the Meals on Wheels program, 
including, but not limited to, working with meal suppliers and 
coordinating the scheduling of volunteers and staff to ful�ll 
daily Meals on Wheels routes, will be included in this role.  

The ideal Community Support Worker candidate will possess 
a diploma or degree in the Social Sciences, Health or a related 
discipline accompanied by experience working with older 
persons or adults with disabilities.  The position requires a 
well-developed knowledge base of local communities, 
community resources and service systems and a knowledge 
of the needs of the client base.  

The Administrative Assistant will perform administrative 
and clerical tasks in a busy of�ce environment.  Duties 
include providing exceptional customer service, maintaining 
client accounts and client service records, maintaining 
donation records and issuing charitable receipts, accounts 
payable and receivable and providing support with the 
organization’s �nance, human resource, IT, facility, program 
and administrative needs.  

The ideal Administrative Assistant candidate will possess a 
diploma or degree in administrative services accompanied by 
3-5 years of experience working in an administrative role.  
Strong administrative, word processing and data entry skills 
are essential.  The position also requires a general 
understanding and aptitude for accounting principles. 

Both positions require exceptional customer service skills, 
computer pro�ciency as well as strong program 
administration skills, strong oral and written communication 
skills, an ability to work independently and strong 
problem-solving skills.  A valid driver’s license and access to a 
reliable vehicle are also required.   A mandatory vaccination 
policy is in place within the organization.

Quali�ed candidates, are invited to submit a resume and 
cover letter no later than 4 pm on Friday June 3, 2022 to:

Cathy Harrington
Executive Director

Community Care Concepts
929 Arthur Street South
Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z2

cathyh@communitycareconcepts.ca

Looking for individuals to work around 
livestock, mainly cattle/sheep and lambs.
Part-time with possibility of full-time.
Livestock handling experience is preferred

Part-time 
Livestock Handler  

Reply to: Ontario Livestock Exchange
P.O Box 443
Waterloo, Ontario
N2J 4A9
or email  lwitzel@olex.on.ca
               mmoser@olex.on.ca 
or call     519-884-2082

Looking for an office clerk/ ring clerk for 
a fast paced environment.         
Customer service is involved
Agricultural knowledge is beneficial.

Part-time 
Office Clerk

Reply to: Ontario Livestock Exchange
P.O Box 443
Waterloo, Ontario
N2J 4A9
or email  lwitzel@olex.on.ca
               mmoser@olex.on.ca 
or call     519-884-2082

Help Wanted

2065 Floradale Rd. RR1 Elmira.

Earlidale is a meat processing facility 
that produces a wide variety of quality 
fresh and smoked meat products for 
onsite retail and distribution to the 
private retail sector across Southern 
Ontario. 

We are currently seeking an individual
for our sausage room and general 
meat plant work.

An understanding of meat processing 
and proteins an asset, but will consider 
all applicants. 

This position offers a competitive indus-
try wage to the successful applicant.

APPLY IN PERSON AT:

OR CALL: 
519-669-2300

Help Wanted

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

Y O D E L I N G

Solutions for this week's puzzles.

 HARD

 EASY

Help Wanted

Wanted
WANTED TO BUY/
R E N T. R E T I R E D, 
professional gentle-
man wanting a long 
term rental or to buy 
a country property 
within half hour of 
Elmira/Guelph. Quiet, 
respectful, no pets, 
non-smoker. Steady 
income. Call or text 
Kevin, 519-505-3059.

WOMAN WITH DOG 
LOOKING FOR RURAL 
house to rent. I have 
a p p l i a n c e s  a n d 
cosmetic fixer upper 
is acceptable. Refer-
ences from current 
landlord available. 
519-546-6146

Rentals
2 BEDROOM APART-
MENT AVAILABLE 
near downtown Elmira. 
Call 226-600-0135.

ELMIRA-AVAILABLE 
JUNE 1. 2 BEDROOM 
separate unit in quiet 5 
plex, 1 full bath, 2 level 
apartment, separate 
entry, separate park-
ing for 2, walk out to 
private patio, new in 
suite laundry, new 
custom cabinetry, 
white appliances: new 
stove, polished floors, 
no carpet (allergy 
free), $2400/m plus 
utilities. Need first 
and last months rent 
to hold. Call Juliana to 
view! 519-588-5617.

FURNISHED ROOM 
FOR RENT FOR A 
lady. Private bath-
room. Available June 
1, 2022. $750.00/
mth. Cal l  Annie  
519-635-1033.

COMM/INDUSTRIAL 
FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL ROOM 
FOR RENT. 69 AND 73 
Arthur St S. Elmira. 
Contact the Clock 
Tower Wellness Centre.  
519-669-4425.

Trades & 
Services

C U S T O M  L AW N 
OVERSEEDING AND 
lawn seeding. Call 
519-503-5641.

Garage Sales
C O M M U N I T Y 
GARAGE SALE AT 
E l m i r a  P ro d u c e 
Auction on June 2 from 
10:00 - 2:00. For more 
information contact 
519-669-8464.

FOXBORO GREEN 
M U L T I F A M I L Y 
COMMUNITY YARD 
SALE. 2975 Erb's Road 
W., Saturday, May 28 
8:30-3:00.You name̷… 
It's for Sale!

GARAGE SALE - 18 
T A N A G E R  S T . 
Elmira. Fri. May 27, 
noon to 7 p.m. Sat. 
May 28, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Toys, games, new kids 
wagon, 10 bicycles, 
beach umbrella, saw 
horses, area rug, long 
toboggan, baseballs, 
Woolwich hockey 
equipment, new 8x8 
gazebo top , lots more.

GARAGE SALE - 33 
CRANE CRS., ELMIRA. 
May 27, 12 - 5, May 
28, 8-3. Furniture, 
antiques, lots of 
household items and 
toys.

GARAGE SALE - 40 
CRANE CRS., ELMIRA. 
May 27, 12 4, May 28, 
8-2. Mitre saw, light 
fixtures, wall art, 
decorative pillows, 
bedding, housewares 
and some treasures.

RETIRED FARMERS 
GARAGE SALE. 60 
Falcon Dr., Elmira, 
June 4, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Lots of stuff.

Please call  or email Donna Rudy:  
 519-669-5790 ext 104  
 donna@woolwichobserver.com

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Sell it in the Observer

Word ads and  
Help Wanted Continued 

from page 18

100% 
LOCAL
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ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening
• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN Closed
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

RK COUNTRY
BUS 
LINES

Elmira, ON
519-502-8262

LINES
 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

BOOKING FOR 2022

(ELMIRA)
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

Regional Offi cial Plan Review 
and Land Needs Assessment 

– Woolwich Township
Council Meeting

Monday, June 6, 2022  - 7:00 p.m.
Virtual Meeting Only

Council of the Township of Woolwich will consider a recommendation report from staff 
regarding the Regional Offi cial Plan Review, Land Needs Assessment at the above noted 
meeting.  Staff is proposing to forward a report recommending endorsing a growth land 
needs scenario from the report for Community and Employment Lands as it relates to 
determining the amount of urban lands the Region requires to accommodate population 
(Community) and employment lands to the year 2051 as outlined in the Region’s Land 
Needs Assessment.  The report will present a recommendation with regard to the growth 
scenarios, but also include a preliminary recommendation on which lands that may be 
included in the urban boundary to match that recommended growth scenario. 
To participate in the Council Meeting please register with the Clerk’s department on or 
before 10 am on Monday June 6th :

• visit www.woolwich.ca/delegations and complete the online delegation request form; 
• email CouncilMeetings@woolwich.ca; or 
• phone 519-669-6004.

A copy of the Township staff report will be available on Wednesday, June 1st  as follows:
• Email planning@woolwich.ca to request a copy by email;
• Phone Development Services staff at 519-669-6040 to request a copy by mail; or
• Drop by the Township Administration building located at 24 Church Street West, 

Elmira weekdays between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm to pick up a paper copy.
You can view the Council meeting livestream on the Woolwich Township YouTube channel.
Deanne Friess, Director of Development Services
Email – dfriess@woolwich.ca  Phone - 519-669-6028

COMMUNITY MEETING ON PROPOSED 
NOISE BY-LAW

You are invited to join Township By-law Enforcement staff for a community meeting 
regarding proposed updates to the Noise By-law. Township staff will be available to 
answer questions and hear feedback from the community.

The purpose of the meeting is to hear feedback on the proposal and provide an update 
on further changes requested by Council. Some of the proposed changes include:

• Allowing amplifi ed noise at reasonable volume from 9:00 am – 9:00 pm on Sunday 
– Thursday, and until 11:00 pm on Friday and Saturdays

• Allowing construction noise for residential renovations at a reasonable volume on 
Sundays from 9:00 am – 7:00 pm (does not apply to contractors)

• Increased fees for noise exemptions and fi ne (ticket) amounts

The meeting will be held via Zoom on Tuesday, May 31, 2022, at 6 p.m.

To register to attend the meeting, please contact:
licensing@woolwich.ca 

or
519-669-1647 ext. 6119 or toll free 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6119

Please share this invitation with other parties who may want to participate.
Contact:
Jeff Smith 
Director of Corporate Services/Clerk 
519-669-6010 
1-877-969-0094 ext. 6010 
jsmith@woolwich.ca

Robyn Koutrouliotis
Licensing Offi cer / Administrative Assistant
519-669-1647 ext. 6119 
1-877-969-0094 ext. 6119 
licensing@woolwich.ca 

Poultry Barn 
Pest Solutions

Pest control with 
residual built in 

Serving KW and 
surrounding area

Thorncreek Farms

519-504-2698519-504-2698

Poultry Pest 
Management 

ↆ L O C A L  S E R V I C E S
   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

Your Complete Source for Landscaping & Lawn Care
 Landscape Build
 Interlocking Stone
 Retaining Walls & Steps
Water Features 
 Back Hoe & Skid Steer 

Services
 Sodding & Seeding 

 Planting, Pruning & 
Mulching 

 Rolling & Aerating 
 Over Seeding 
 Fertilizing 
Weed Management 
 Chinchbug Control 

Get your
FREE

quote now!

10%
OFF

Prepayment  
Discounts for 

Lawn Care

 Grub Control 
 Sod Webworm Control 

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 12-4

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

Reach local 
people at the 
right time 
every week.
15,000 Observers are delivered to 
homes in Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Waterloo. 
Call Donna Rudy at 519-669-5790 ext104 to find out 
how your business can book this space.

Purchase our Sudoku flip book with 75 
easy - difficult puzzles to feed your brain. 
$AVE $2 with coupon code BRAINFOOD

newsmart.ca

If local news isn’t
enough to feed
your brain, we have
puzzles too.
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 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M
Obituary

Death Notice

GASCHO, ANNIE - Passed away peace-
fully at Knollcrest Lodge, Milverton, on 
Wednesday, May 18, 2022. Annie was 
born 79 years ago in Wellesley Township.

METZGER, VERNON - Passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, May 22, 2022, 
at St. Mary's Hospital, Kitchener, in his 
92nd year.

Beggs, Robert J. “Bobby”
Passed away at his residence in Elmira 
on Thursday, May 12, 2022 at the age 
of 91 years. Brother of Neil Beggs of 
Linwood. Also remembered by his 
nephews and extended family. Bobby 
was happiest when he was hunting, 
fishing and trapping. Bobby farmed 
in the Linwood area before moving 
to Elmira. For most of his working 
career he was a machine operator 
at Steed and Evans in Heidelberg. 
At Bobby’s request cremation has 
taken place. There will be no funeral 
home visitation or funeral service. A 
graveside service will take place in the 
Linwood Union Cemetery at a later 
date. Arrangements entrusted to the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Happy 60th  
Anniversary  
Mom & Dad

With Love from your family, 
Dennis & Sharon, Verden & Carolyn,  

Dave & Norma, Tim & Rose,  
Calvin & Tammy, 13 grandchildren  

& 15 great grandchildren.

Anniversary

Martin, Elizabeth
Passed away peacefully at her home 
in West Montrose on Thursday, May 
19, 2022 at the age of 90 years. Mother 
of Amos and Adeline of Teeswater, 
Velina Martin of West Montrose, Eli 
and Naomi of West Montrose, Simon 
and Eva of Lucknow. Grandmother 
of 18 grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren. Sister of Adah 
Burkhart, Emmanuel and Adeline 
Bauman, and sister-in-law of Erla 
Bauman. Predeceased by her husband 
Joshua Martin, parents Titus and Adah 
(Martin) Bauman, siblings Josiah and 
Velina Bauman, Edwin and Selina 
Bauman, John and Hilda Bowman, 
twin brothers in infancy, Selina and 
Isaac Horst, Lydia and Joseph Martin, 
Katie Bauman, Moses and Barbara 
Bauman, Hettie and Sidney Metzger, 
Titus and Saloma Bauman, Henry 
Bauman, and brother-in-law Elam 
Burkhart. Visitation was held at the 
family home 1444 Northfield Dr. E., 
West Montrose on Saturday, May 21, 
2022 from 2-5 p.m. and on Sunday, 
May 22, 2022 from 2-5:30 p.m. Family 
service took place at 9 a.m. on Monday, 
May 23, 2022 then to Winterbourne 
Mennonite Meeting House for burial 
and public service. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Michael J.R. Page

Our family invites you to  
join us in celebration of  

a life well lived on 

Saturday June 4th  
1:00-4:00 p.m. 

at the Elmira Legion 
Branch 469  

11 First St., Elmira

July 7, 1964 - December 17, 2020

Please join us as we  
(finally) celebrate the life of

Celebration of Life

 ↆ R E A L  E S A T E

FREE

Call for details:
519-503-2753

HOME
EVALUATION

Listings Needed!
Thinking of Selling?
Listings Needed!
Thinking of Selling?

ACCREDITED 
SENIORS AGENT

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

Space for lease - 1 unit available im-
mediately. 1821 sq. ft. Front & rear ac-
cess. Newly renovated. Lots of parking. 
$11.00/per sq. ft. plus C.A.M.     MLS

112 Oriole Pkwy, Elmira

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

32 Arthur St. S., Elmira MLS

SOLD

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Emily Minielly

519-504-6247
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com

$950,000$950,000

WINTERBOURNE -This charming Quebec-style, custom-built, one-owner home greets you 
with its beautiful antique wrought iron fence and picturesque curb appeal. Located in a quiet 
village and nestled amongst mature trees, this property is extremely private and overlooks 
open fields. Quality built, this home offers a master bedroom retreat with skylights, walk-in 
closet, an oversized shower, gas fireplace and a private balcony, 2 other bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, original hardwood floors, main floor laundry, main floor wood stove, finished 
rec-room, wired for a generator, and is meticulously maintained from top to bottom. Situated 
on a large 100ft x 168ft lot, you can relax and fully appreciate the stunning sunrises in the 
morning or enjoy some time with family at the fire pit! The outbuildings consist of a spacious 
18ft x 26ft workshop with a second floor perfect for gatherings or hobbies, a woodshed, and 
another shed (ideal for kayaks but can be used for anything). Lots of room to park in the triple 
wide driveway and insulated double car garage that’s equipped with hydro and gas heat. Get 
outside and take advantage of the nearby walking trails, snowmobile trails, and steps to the 
Grand River. This property is a 10-minute drive to KW and a 10-minute drive to Elmira. What a 
dream come true, don’t wait to see this wonderful home that really has it all!!!

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

WINTERBOURNE -This charming Quebec-style, custom-built, one-owner home greets you 
with its beautiful antique wrought iron fence and picturesque curb appeal. Located in a quiet 
village and nestled amongst mature trees, this property is extremely private and overlooks 
open fields. Quality built, this home offers a master bedroom retreat with skylights, walk-in 

This charming Quebec-style, custom-built, one-owner home greets you 
with its beautiful antique wrought iron fence and picturesque curb appeal. Located in a quiet 
village and nestled amongst mature trees, this property is extremely private and overlooks 

This charming Quebec-style, custom-built, one-owner home greets you 
with its beautiful antique wrought iron fence and picturesque curb appeal. Located in a quiet SOLD

Bright fresh interior with wide plank engineered wood 
flooring. 3 beds, 2.5 baths. Fully-fenced serene backyard 
with tiered deck and iron gate leading to a green space and 
trail. MLS®# 40260347

91 Brookmead St., Elmira

Ruth Warner, Sales Representative
O�ce: 519.653.5353 x 102   Cell: 519.574.0524

OPEN HOUSE Saturday 2-4 pm

$799,900

Take the stress out of 
family meal planning.

newsmart.ca

This one year weekly planner will help you 
save money, waste less food and save time 
during the week so you can spend more time 
with those you love.

Take the stress out of 
family meal planning.

newsmart.ca

This one year weekly planner will help you 
save money, waste less food and save time 
during the week so you can spend more time 
with those you love.

Take the stress out of 
family meal planning.

newsmart.ca

This one year weekly planner will help you 
save money, waste less food and save time 
during the week so you can spend more time 
with those you love.

newsmart.canewsmart.ca

The store for newspaper readers.

Family Announcement Advertising: Ads will be accepted in person, email,  
or phone  during regular office hours. Deadline is Wednesdays by 10am.

Announce it in the Observer.

Order online at: observerxtra.com/order-family-album

100% LOCAL
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here The GRCA delivers grant programs that 
support the cost of properly decom-
missioning or upgrading private drink-
ing water wells to municipal standards. 
The municipally-funded Rural Water 
Quality Program provides grants that 
will cover up to 100% of the cost.
www.grandriver.ca

On June 5, Canadians from coast to 
coast will walk to stop Crohn’s and coli-
tis at Crohn’s and Colitis Canada’s 27th 
annual Gutsy Walk. The family-friendly 
event is the largest research fundraiser 
for Crohn’s and Colitis Canada. With a goal 
to raise $2.9 million this year, the Gutsy 
Walk is set to crack the $50-million mark. 
www.gutsywalk.ca

Keeping water well This walk is Gutsy

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I have 
a congenital heart defect 
and my initial surgery at 
32 was complicated. I con-
tinue to have heart prob-
lems. At my last visit, my 
cardiologist said I would 
likely need another sur-
gery. I'm afraid to have 
another procedure. How 
do I know if I need one, 
and why would a revision 
be needed?

ANSWER: Patients 
with moderate to high 
complexity congeni-

Do I need congenital heart disease revision surgery?

tal heart disease often 
undergo multiple inter-
ventions. Not knowing 
what condition you have, 
many patients with diag-
noses such as tetralogy of 
Fallot, truncus arteriosus, 
complete transposition 
of the great vessels, 
congenitally corrected 
transposition of the great 
vessels, certain aortic 

arch abnormalities, some 
cases of Ebstein anomaly 
and others, will need to 
have several surgical or 
catheter-based procedures 
that are typically pallia-
tive. These patients may 
require frequent follow-up 
visits to gauge the timing 
of any additional future 
intervention.

Some of the most 
common reasons patients 
might need a revision 
include repairs that 
involve conduits, baffles 
or bioprosthetic valves, 

as they tend to degen-
erate with time, and 
may become leaky or 
narrow. These patients 
may require replacement 
or repair in the future, 
which may be surgical 
or catheter-based, such 
as balloon angioplasty, 
stenting, coiling or valve 
replacement. Other 
common complications 
after congenital cardiac 
surgery that may require 
an intervention include 
rhythm problems – either 
slow or fast heart rhythms 

– that may require a 
consultation with a 
cardiologist with expertise 
in rhythm problems, as 
these patients may require 
special rhythm medica-
tions, therapy with blood 
thinners, ablations, or 
device implantation, such 
as pacemakers or defibril-
lators.

It is important for 
patients with congenital 
heart disease to follow 
with a cardiologist 
with expertise in adult 
congenital heart disease. 

Congenital heart disease 
is now a board-certified 
subspecialty of cardiology, 
and physicians with this 
training would be most 
familiar with the sequelae 
and long-term complica-
tions of repaired congeni-
tal heart disease.

This would be best 
accomplished in a large, 
high-volume tertiary 
medical care center that 
would have a multidis-
ciplinary team that can 
provide optimal care for 

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

CALL IT A THERE-AND-
BACK-AGAIN TALE. In 
her new book, The Power 
of Change: a Mennonite 
Girl’s Footprints in Asia, 
Marcy Ninomiya chroni-
cles the story of how Marcy 
Weber of Conestogo spent 
five decades in the East 
before returning to her 
Mennonite roots in St. 
Jacobs.

During the 50 years she 
spent in Asia, Ninomiya 
saw and experienced 
much, including serving 
as a nurse in Vietnam 
during the war, and being 
in Kobe, Japan when the 
earthquake that struck 
there in January 1995 
killed some 6,000 people. 
However what stands out 
to Ninomiya most is the 
bakery that she helped run 
while working with intel-
lectually disabled people 
after the earthquake. 

“I learned a lot through 
that challenge. And they 
taught me a lot more than 
I taught them. I think I had 
close to 15 people assigned 

to that project. Their 
capacity was below being 
able to be in mainstream 
society, but they could 
still be productive,” she 
explained of the experi-
ence.

“I had never worked 
directly with people with 
autism before, or broad 
spectrum disorders. They 
have very deep feelings, 
and they know when 
they’re accepted and 
valued for who they are,” 
she said.

Ninomiya decided she 
wanted to be a nurse in 
Asia while recovering from 
severe illness as an eight-
year-old growing up in 
Conestogo. 

“After my surgery, one 
nurse force fed me and I 
said that I felt I couldn’t 
keep it down. But she 
made me drink the soup. 
And then it came up on 
the bed, and I got scolded 
for throwing up in the bed, 
that’s when I decided and 
started bargaining with 
God, I’m not going to die. 
I want to be a nurse, but 
not like this nurse, and 

Back from points East, with stories aplenty

→ MEMOIRS 27 Marcy Ninomiya met her husband Aki while working at a hospital in Vietnam, one of the many tales related in her book.  Bill Atwood

Marcy Ninomiya tells of her 50 years of work abroad in The Power of Change: a Mennonite Girl’s Footprints in Asia

→ MAYO 24

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

Do you struggle to fi nd a time to have your vehicle 
serviced, because you need it during the day? 

We Have a Night Shift! 
Our friendly, qualifi ed night shift team is able to accommodate fl eet 

vehicles or those who fi nd it diffi cult to get their vehicle in for servicing 
during regular business hours.

Feel free to contact us with any questions or to schedule an appointment!



24  |  L I V I N G  H E R E THE OBSERVER | Thursday, May 26, 2022

ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

all their medical needs. 
That means you would 
want to consider a health 
care facility that has an 
integrated team of cardiac 
surgeons, cardiac anesthe-
sia specialists, geneticists, 
maternal fetal medicine 
experts, heart failure 
and transplant special-
ists, cardiac imaging 
specialists, interventional 
cardiologists, electrophys-
iologists, and pulmonary 
hypertension specialists, 
as well as psychology and 
psychiatry, and nutrition. 
Certain complications 
may affect congenital 
heart patients, but the 
symptoms are not obvi-
ous until these patients 
require advanced heart 
failure therapy or trans-
plant.

Most patients Mayo 
Clinic follows with 
complex congenital heart 
disease have had multiple 
surgeries or interven-
tions. Proceeding with an 
intervention is not taken 
lightly and such a deci-
sion needs to be individ-
ualized. Symptoms are 
important ways the body 
alerts you to an abnor-
mality, and these symp-
toms should be assessed 
quickly. However, I would 
recommend not relying on 
symptoms, as some signif-
icant abnormalities may 
not cause obvious cardiac 
signs or symptoms early 
on. For example, patients 
with repaired tetralogy 
of Fallot may have severe 
pulmonary valve leakiness 
but feel well and not show 
any symptoms until the 
valve leakiness causes 
heart rhythm disturbances 

or significant dilation and 
dysfunction of the right 
ventricle. This damage can 
be irreversible. Moreover, 
pulmonary valve leakiness 
cannot be easily picked 
up on physical exam or 
basic echocardiography 
performed in centers with-
out congenital expertise.

Congenital providers 
abide by published guide-
lines that help determine 
the timing of the inter-
vention. However, there 
is some variability in the 
decision-making and 
opinions as research-
based data, although 
growing, is still limited 
in the adult congenital 
heart disease field. It is 
an excellent idea to seek 
a second or additional 
opinion, and feel comfort-
able with your care team 
– and develop rapport 
and trust. Your congen-
ital care team needs to 
be easily accessible for 
questions, education and 
follow-up. It is important 
for patients with congen-
ital heart disease to be 
enlightened about their 
condition and the need 
of lifelong congenital 
cardiac follow-up with 
its frequency changing 
depending on their health 
state.

If you are not feeling 
comfortable with your 
current provider, I encour-
age you to get a second 
opinion before a repair or 
revision surgery may be 
necessary.

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

SATURDAY, JUNE 4
▢ St. Jacobs Lions Club bottle drive from 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. Drop off at St. Jacobs Lions Hall. Curb-
side pickup starts at 10 a.m. Please call 519-588-
5884 to schedule pickup.

WEDNESDAY JUNE 22
▢ Senior's Community Dining at Linwood Commu-
nity Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us at noon for lunch, fellowship and entertain-
ment. Cost: $12.00. Must pre-register by noon June 
17 by calling 519-664-1900.

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

9:30 am

Peter Wyngaarden 
(Lay Preacher)

WOOLWICH RESIDENTS SUPPORT 
FUND: RESPONDING TO FINANCIAL 
NEEDS DUE TO COVID-19
On April 4, 2020, Woolwich Mayor Sandy 

Shantz launched the Woolwich Residents 
Support Fund (WRSF) on behalf of Wool-
wich Township Council. 

The WRSF will initially address the 
anticipated unprecedented needs that 
many Woolwich residents will experience 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  However, 
the WRSF will continue to address ongoing 
needs experienced by Woolwich residents 
long after the pandemic has ended.   

In general, the fund will provide one-time 
financial support to an applicant. However, 
we realize that no two cases are the same. 
Unique situations may require further 
support that otherwise would not be accessi-
ble for the ongoing needs of the individual. 

Prior to an applicant drawing from the 
WRSF, the Fund Review Committee will 
access other community services and funds 
that may be able to support and/or provide 
for the individual.

While eligibility practices and an applica-
tion process are in place, it should be noted 
that in unique, complex, crisis and acute 
circumstances funds may be provided at the 
discretion of the Fund Review Committee, 
assuming the core criteria of the fund are 
met.

Additional information:
Access to the Fund is available by contacting:
 Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
 Woolwich Community Services
 Woolwich Counseling Centre
 Woolwich Community Health Centre

Fund Administrator:  
Woolwich Community Services

Fund Review Committee:
Kelly Christie – Executive Director, Wool-

wich Community Services
Cathy Harrington – Executive Director, 

Community Care Concepts

MAYO CLINIC: Get the information 
to make an informed decision 

→ FROM 23

Congenital heart disease can lead to more than one surgery to 
correct the issues. 
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3865 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-7575

VILLAGE
HOME
HARDWARE

www.homehardware.ca

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across Canada. 
Because it’s something we can do today to help 
others wake up healthier tomorrow.

The Next Linwood Clinic: 
at Linwood Community Centre
Friday, June 3, 2022
4 – 8 pm 

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter

1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing.

ↆ L I N W O O D  B L O O D  D O N O R

Stratford  
500 Wright Blvd
519-271-2111 or 
1-877-699-0601

Listowel
515 Maitland Ave. S
519-291-3276 

Visit southwestvets.ca

Ginger Chicken Noodle Bowl
 ▢ 5 green onions

 ▢ 2 cloves garlic

 ▢ 1-inch piece 
ginger

 ▢ 1L chicken broth

 ▢ 1 lb chicken 
breasts

 ▢ Salt/pepper to 
taste

 ▢ 1 cup (frozen) 
edamame

 ▢ 2 ribs celery

 ▢ 1 pkg. whole wheat 
pasta

 ▢ 1 pkg. wild mush-
rooms

 ▢ 4 radish thinly 
sliced

 ▢ 1 carrot grated

Cooking up a bowl-full of flavour

I’m pretty sure most of 
you have heard of a bowl 

before, however “bowls” 
(that’s bowl in quotations) 
have become a very popu-
lar style of food.

Not a bowl that you have 
in your cupboard, but 
“bowls” as an experience, 
marketed as a “new” type 
of cuisine.

The bowl predates the 
plate by hundreds of years! 
It’s always interesting to 
see displays of various 
ancient civilizations in a 
museum, from different 
parts of the world and they 
all have a lot of things in 

common – not just how to 
hunt for foods but how to 
eat them

From as far back as you 
can imagine, the human 
race found ways to find 
and eventually build 
vessels to hold liquid such 
as what has evolved into 
drinking cups and soup 
bowls.

There’s a trend now to 
serve various dishes in 
bowls in restaurants these 

days.
I’m talking about 

concoctions like 
constructed salads, and 
rice and noodle bowls.

These dishes often take 
on an Asian flavour profile.

There is archeological 
evidence of 4,000-year-
old dried bowls of noodles 
found in China after all.

The Chinese were likely 
the first peoples to serve 
noodles in a bowl, but with 
broth and possibly other 
ingredients. It’s not really 
a soup, and it’s not really 
a stir fry, which is why it’s 
actually a “bowl.”

 ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of 
St. Jacobs, which hosts private events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast and lunch 
in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

CHEF   
DUFF  

Recipes from  
the chef's table

Parmesan Chicken Tenders
 ▢ 1 cup shredded 

Parmesan cheese (3 
ounces)

 ▢ 1 cup panko bread 
crumbs

 ▢ 1/2 teaspoon plus 

1/4 teaspoon salt, 
measured separately

 ▢ 3 large eggs

 ▢ 3 tablespoons 
all-purpose flour

 ▢ 1 pound chicken 
tenderloins

 ▢ 4 tablespoons 
extra-virgin olive oil, 
divided

1. In a shallow dish, stir 
together Parmesan, panko 
and 1/2 teaspoon salt.

2. In a bowl, whisk 
together eggs, flour, 
and remaining 1/4 
teaspoon salt. Add 
chicken to egg mixture 
and turn to coat well.

3. Remove 1 piece of 
chicken, letting extra egg 
drip off, and add to dish 
with Parmesan mixture. 
Gently press Parmesan 
mixture onto chicken. 
Transfer to a plate. Repeat 
with remaining chicken.

4. Heat 2 tablespoons oil 

in a skillet over medium 
heat for 1 minute. Add 
half of the chicken and 
cook until it registers 
165 degrees, 6 to 7 
minutes, flipping halfway. 
Repeat with remain-
ing oil and chicken.

Chicken tenders, a perfect  
meal for the whole family

Have you ever noticed 
that chicken tenders 

are sometimes called 
chicken fingers? What 
the heck?! Some people 
say they got their name 
because when they are 
all fried up, you can eat 
them with your fingers 

(rather than using a knife 
and fork). No matter 
where their name came 
from, you can assure the 

kids they are certainly 
not fingers! In fact, 
our 5-year-old recipe 
tester Claire can vouch 
for this dish: "I call this 
the 'crunchy munch-
ies' chicken, and I like 
it better than chicken 
nuggets."

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes 
developed by professional test cooks and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

Sauce:

 ▢ 1/4cup rice vinegar

 ▢ 2 tsp. soy sauce

 ▢ 1 tsp. sesame oil

 ▢ 1 tsp. grated ginger

 ▢ 1/2 tsp. sugar

1. Halve two green 
onions crosswise; trans-
fer to large saucepan. 
Smash garlic with flat 
side of chef’s knife; add 
to saucepan. Add ginger, 
broth and 1 cup water; 
bring to a boil. Reduce 
heat to a simmer; add 
chicken, salt and pepper. 
Return to a gentle simmer; 
cover and cook until 
chicken is no longer pink 
inside, about 20 minutes. 
Transfer chicken with 
tongs to cutting board; let 
cool enough to handle. 

2. Meanwhile, prepare 
soy sesame sauce: Whisk 

together vinegar, soy 
sauce, sesame oil, ginger, 
sugar and 1/4 cup water 
in small bowl. Set aside. 

3. Strain broth mixture 
into large heatproof 
bowl or liquid measure; 
discard solids. Return 
broth mixture to sauce-
pan; bring to a boil. Add 
frozen edamame; return 
to a boil. Reduce heat to 
a simmer and cook 3 to 
4 minutes. Add celery; 
reduce heat to low and 
cover to keep warm. 

4. Meanwhile, bring 4L 
(16 cups) water to a rapid 
boil in separate large 

saucepan. Add pasta. Stir 
occasionally until water 
returns to a boil. Cook 
until al dente or tender but 
firm, 7 to 8 minutes. Drain. 

5. Thinly slice chicken. 
Trim 2 inches (5 cm) 
from mushroom stems. 
Thinly slice remaining 
three green onions. 

6. Divide pasta, chicken, 
mushrooms, radishes, 
carrot and broth mixture 
among serving bowls. 
Sprinkle with sliced 
green onions and driz-
zle with soy sesame 
sauce, dividing evenly. 
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordWord of the Week Find-A-Word THEME: DRINKS

ACROSS
1. Coke's partner
4. Tablelands
9. Dowel
12. Victorian, for one
13. Abdominal
15. 30-day mo.
16. Justifiable
18. Even if, briefly
19. Lack of concerns
21. 100 dinars
22. Critical
23. Aims
24. Noted blind 

mathematician
26. Always, poetically
27. Distort
28. Beaten at chess
30. Like certain trees.
32. "Come to think 

of it ..."
33. Noisey Breathers
36. "Concentration" 

pronoun
39. Hammer or sickle
40. "___ a Grand 

Old Flag"
43. ___ lazuli
45. Barbecue offering
47. Crosses over
49. Face-to-face exam
50. "Concentration" 

puzzle
52. Halftime lead, e.g.

53. Member of a 
parliament

56. "Yadda, yadda, 
yadda"

57. A variety
58. "Go team!"
59. Puts together, 

as an army

60. Tokyo, once
61. Diffident
62. Eye sores
63. Animal house

DOWN
1. Do an electrician's job

2. Element No. 92
3. Sweet, dark wine
4. Bright circle?
5. Attract
6. Sculpture on 

Liberty Island
7. From the use of 

an arbitrator
8. Restorative
9. Bronze age 

indications?
10. Banned medicine 

used to treat asthma
11. In a coarse manner
13. Delivery vehicle
14. "Fantasy 

Island" prop
17. Finds a new tenant
20. Big ___ Conference
25. Doesn't own
27. Greek sandwiches
29. Batman and 

Robin, e.g.
31. E or G, e.g.
34. First in order
35. Crackerjack
36. Bride and groom.
37. Telopea 

speciosissima
38. Jurisdiction over 

something
41. Contacted by 

shortwave
42. "Assume the 

position!"
44. Not well
46. Daredevil's cord
48. Forward
50. Branch
51. Famous people
54. Doctrine: Suffix
55. Beast of burden

ACROSS
1. Agreement
7. Gardener, 

at times
8. Sandwich filler
9. Observation
10. Marker

DOWN
1. Church recesses
2. ____ Bandicoot
3. Mea ___
4. Broadcasting
5. Chart anew
6. Matter-of-factly

 ALE
 BASS
 BOCK
 BOVRIL
 CAVA
 COKE

 COLA
 CONGO
 CREAM
 CRU
 FIX
 FLIP

 HYSON
 KAVA
 KIR
 KUMMEL
 KVASS
 LAGER

 LIQUOR
 MILK
 NOG
 PEKOE
 PORT
 POSSET

 ROSE
 RUM
 RYE
 SAKI
 SHRUB
 SMASH

 STOUT
 TEA
 TODDY
 TONIC
WATER
 WINE

DANDER
a synonym of dandruff and is also used 
to refer to anger or temper, especially in 
the phrase "get someone's dander up.

19

If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:
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/MTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHSFOR $9.95

RENT SOFT WATER

CULLIGAN.COM
519-744-2248 | 427 GAGE AVE. KITCHENER

INFO@CULLIGANWATER.CA

I would like to thank the Sun Rays 
Organization, including the coaches 
Marjorie, MOE, Amber, Dennis, Art 
and Julie and all the volunteers for 
their help over the years. I am 
happy being a goalie for the team 
and all the things I have learned.

Thank you for having the 
tournaments and everything.

Sincerely Kyle Halsband 
#88 Sun RAYS

I want to go to Asia” she 
explained.

After graduating from 
KW Hospital’s school of 
nursing in 1965, she did 
two three-year terms in 
Vietnam with Mennonite 
Central Committee in the 
tuberculosis clinic at a 
hospital in the city of Nha 
Trang. 

“The war was very real. 
It wasn’t in your face all 
the time. It was always 
there. It was sort of cat and 
mouse and it wasn’t like 
an army moving in. It was 
just people infiltrating and 
causing incidents,” she 
said.

During the war, she 

and others at the hospital 
were held at gunpoint and 
a doctor was kidnapped. 
While the doctor returned 
later that same night, two 
of Ninomiya’s friends were 
killed in separate inci-
dents.

She married her 
husband Aki, a Japanese 
volunteer who was the 
hospital’s coordinator, in 
1971. Marcy and Aki later 
spent three years in British 
Columbia working with 
people who were forced to 
live in Second World War 
internment camps in the 
Kootenay Valley. 

“This is where I learned 
the dark side of Canadian 
history,” Ninomiya said. 

Asia came calling again, 
however, when through 
the United Church of 
Canada they were assigned 
to Japan to promote the 
human rights of disabled 
persons. They were there 
for 21 years.

Although Ninomiya had 
wanted to start a bakery 
before the earthquake, she 
was initially unsure after 
being assigned to do so.

“I told Aki I can’t do 
that. I didn’t feel I had the 
confidence to do that. My 
Japanese language was 
still not what my Vietnam-
ese was.”

Because she struggled to 
communicate with those 
working at the bakery, 

MEMOIRS: Along with working in Vietnam, the couple spent time in Thailand, Japan and out in B.C.
→ FROM 23

After graduating nursing school in Kitchener in 1965, Marcy Weber found herself working for MCC in a Vietnamese hospital, which is where she met her husband, Aki Ninomiya. Submitted

Ninomiya wondered if she 
was making a difference 
for the first year of the 
project.

“We were sitting there 
shaping the cookies and 
there was a boy with down 
syndrome sitting at the 
other table and shaping 
the cookies too, and he 
said, ‘Marcy is Reverend 
Ninomiya’s wife.’ And this 
girl sitting beside me, she 
was getting really agitated, 
and she said ‘no, Rever-
end Ninomiya is Marcy’s 
husband, and Marcy is my 
friend. And that made all 
the difference for me,” she 
said. 

Another experience had 
a similar impact. After 

Marcy had spent a few 
weeks in Canada, when she 
returned, a worker who did 
not make eye contact with 
her previously held his 
attention on her during a 
meeting.

“I knew I couldn’t look 
at him or I would cry. And 
I struggled to keep the 
tears in my eyes. And after 
about 10 minutes, he stood 
up, and he said, ‘You have 
wrinkles in your face’ I 
think he was telling me 
he had missed me,” she 
explained.

The Ninomiyas also 
spent 16 years in Thailand 
while Aki worked in more 
than 30 countries in the 
Asia-Pacific region and 

Marcy volunteered to 
establish two bakeries once 
again working with intel-
lectually disabled people. 

They are now retired 
in St. Jacobs, where after 
being persuaded by her 
husband and some friends, 
she wrote her memoir, The 
Power of Change: a Menno-
nite Girl’s Footprints in 
Asia. 

“Somebody twisted my 
arm. I said this is some-
thing I would never do, and 
I meant it sincerely. I did 
start writing my memoirs, 
and it just sort of flowed.”

The book can be found 
on Amazon and locally at 
Living Waters Book and 
Toy Store in Elmira.
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For information, services or support 
contact Community Care Concepts

519-664-1900  |  1-855-664-1900

Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
Day Programs  • Homemakers • Maintenance

Friendly Visitors • Community Meals  • Social Programs
Transportation from Hospital to Home 

FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 
FREE Short Term Home Support 

Community Care Concepts Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Helping Seniors and Adults with Disabilities to Live 
Independently in Their Own Home 

W W W. S O U R C E F L O O R I N G . C O M

SCAN ME

1362  V ICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER  |  519.742.9188

WWW. .COM

MON-FRI 9-6 | SAT 9-6 | SUN 10-5
WAREHOUSE OPEN

12MM 12MM 
THICKTHICK

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115757
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

HIGHHIGH
GLOSSGLOSS

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119797
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

LAMINATE

CLICKCLICK
VINYL VINYL 

PLANKSPLANKS

$$110000
PER SQ FT
REG 2.99

FROM

VINYL

SPC CLICKSPC CLICK
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

4MM THICK4MM THICK

$$115555
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

FROM

VINYL

CLICK ENGINEEREDCLICK ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

$$229999
PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK3/4” THICK
NATURALNATURAL

HARD MAPLEHARD MAPLE

$$226969
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

FROM

HARDWOOD

4’ X 6’4’ X 6’
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE

$$999999
EACH

REG 59.99
FROM

RUGS

MDF MDF 
PRIMED WHITEPRIMED WHITE

BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS
MORE STYLES AND MORE STYLES AND 

SIZES TO CHOOSESIZES TO CHOOSE

6767¢¢
FROM

/LIN FT

GLASS & GLASS & 
STONESTONE

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

FROM

BACKSPLASH

12X24 POLISHED12X24 POLISHED
CARRARACARRARA

TILETILE

$$119999
FROM

TILE

PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER • MON-SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

7” WIDE EUROPEAN7” WIDE EUROPEAN
AC5 COMMERCIAL GRADEAC5 COMMERCIAL GRADE

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

100’S OF NEW 100’S OF NEW 

AREAAREA
RUGSRUGS

8’ X 11 ’8’  X 11 ’
STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

$$199199NOT EXACTLY
AS SHOWN

1/2” THICK 1/2” THICK 
ENGINEERED HICKORY ENGINEERED HICKORY 

HARDWOODHARDWOOD 

  $$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 7.99

IN STOCK!

5” WIDE 3/4” THICK 5” WIDE 3/4” THICK 
ENGINEERED WHITE ENGINEERED WHITE 

HARDWOODHARDWOOD 

  $$559999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

ONTARIO’S LARGEST SELECTION OF ONTARIO’S LARGEST SELECTION OF 

IN STOCK IN STOCK 
FLOORING!FLOORING!

NO TAX!

2FT X 4FT2FT X 4FT
LARGE LARGE 

FORMAT TILESFORMAT TILES

$$449999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 7.99

IN STOCK!

IN STOCK!

BLACK MATTEBLACK MATTE
SUBWAY SUBWAY 

TILESTILES

$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

IN STOCK!

99¢
FROM SQ FT

REG 2.99999999
13” X 13”13” X 13”

PORCELAINPORCELAIN
 TILES TILES

IN STOCK!

7MM THICK 7MM THICK 
LUXURY VINYLLUXURY VINYL

WITH PAD ATTACHEDWITH PAD ATTACHED

$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

they’ll bid $30 and give us 
more money than we actu-
ally have asked for,” added 
Cserhalmi.

For the first year of their 
lives, dogs are placed in 
a foster home, they will 
then spend the next four to 
six months in training to 
provide support in one of 
seven areas such as vision, 
hearing or autism assis-
tance.

While the pandemic has 
an impact on fundraising 
it has also had an impact 
on the dogs, as they have 
missed out on fundraisers 

and awareness events that 
help prepare them for 
being dog guides, Cser-
halmi said. 

“We’ve called them 
the pandemic puppies. 
And they had very little 
socialization, because 
we couldn’t go out. So 
they didn’t have all that 
experience of all the things 
that they might meet as a 
graduate guide dog. That’s 
a disadvantage to them.”

Cserhalmi also pointed 
out the importance of 
not interfering with a dog 
guide while it is working.  

“The main thing is 

always ask whether you 
can pet the dog, because a 
person might be training 
the dog, doing commands 
and trying to get them not 
to go up to strangers and 
stuff like that

“Don’t distract it. Don’t 
call it baby names and 
bark at it. You don’t do that 
to any dog. I find it very 
strange,” she said.

The walk will start at 
11 a.m. at Kissing Bridge 
Trail; all are welcome, 
including those without 
dogs. For information or to 
make a donation, see www.
walkfordogguides.com.

DOG GUIDES: Organization has seen plenty of support 
for program that provides services free of charge

→ FROM 12
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