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519-584-4755
webstoneprosoils.ca

100% compost
A natural soil
enhancement

for lawns

519-584-4755
webstoneprosoils.ca

FALL IS THE PERFECT TIME! - Compost for Lawns, Experience the Difference

Call Today!

GET THE REAL DEAL welcome to
uncommon™

value
• Great resale value
• Award-winning safety 
• Most trusted brand
• Excellent fuel effi ciency

SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS
2023 CROSSTREK

Legendary Symmetrical Full-Time 
AWD comes standard.

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

ELMIRA NATIVE AND 
ACCLAIMED WRITER 
Malcolm Gladwell is 
coming back to the region 
he called home. He is 
speaking at a Mennonite 
Central Committee event, 
“The Power of Partner-
ship,” which highlights 
the ability for people 
working together to 
accomplish great things.

The talk will take place 
at Bingemans in Kitch-
ener on October 27.

Gladwell will be speak-
ing about the themes 
of his podcast, titled, “I 
was a stranger and you 
welcomed me.” This 
podcast begins with 

Malcolm Gladwell to 
speak at event for MCC

→ GLADWELL 6

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

THE MODERNA 
SPIKEVAX BIVALENT 
VACCINE has been avail-
able since mid-Septem-
ber. It is recommended as 
a booster dose for people 
18 and up. Now, as of 
Monday (October 17), the 
Pfizer-BioNTech Comir-
naty bivalent vaccine is 
available in Ontario, and 
is recommended as a 

booster dose for people 
ages 12 and up. 

“Both of these bivalent 
vaccines have been shown 
to trigger an effective 
immune response against 
both the original strain 
of COVID-19 as well as 
the more recent Omicron 
variants,” said Gina Alder-
man, a health communi-
cations specialist for the 
region to The Observer in 
an email.

Both walk-ins and 

appointments are avail-
able as capacity allows, 
she said.

The region’s press 
release says people can 
receive the vaccine six 
months after their last 
dose or three months with 
informed consent.

“Informed consent is 
obtained by the person 
administering the 
vaccine at the clinic. They 
provide evidence-based 
information about the 

risk, benefits and side 
effects of the vaccines to 
the individual seeking a 
booster dose. They also 
provide information 
on the recommended 
versus minimum inter-
vals to receive booster 
doses after the primary 
vaccine series. The person 
seeking the vaccine then 
has the opportunity to 
ask and receive answers 
to any further questions 
they may have. The → COVID 7

COVID-19 Bivalent booster available in Waterloo Region for those aged 12 and up
person administering 
the vaccine will ensure 
that the person receiv-
ing the vaccine is fully 
informed and capable of 
giving consent to receive 
the vaccine before the 
booster dose is given to 
them. There is no physical 
copy or paper form, but 
the interaction is docu-
mented in the COVaxON 
system, which records 
COVID-19 vaccine admin-
istration details,” said 

Alderman.
Alderman said that 

booster doses are 
for people who have 
completed the primary 
series of the vaccine. 
After the primary series, 
“it does not matter how 
many previous doses 
you have had in order 
to receive a bivalent 
booster,” she said. The 
booster can also be taken 
with any combo of manu-

Gladwell speaking about 
his parents, and friends 
of his parents who helped 
sponsor refugees from 
Vietnam in the 1970s.

“That is actually when 
MCC began assisting 
groups like that, with 
resettling refugees. So we 
were very involved with 
that situation. And that’s 
what our beginning of 
refugee resettlement was 
called the “boat people.” 
And those were refugees 
coming out of Vietnam. 
And then we’ve contin-
ued that since,” said 
John Head, the executive 
director of Mennonite 
Central Committee 
Ontario.

He says the event was 
originally planned to 

celebrate the organiza-
tion’s centennial year, but 
COVID put those plans on 
hold.

“We have to reschedule 
with Malcolm a couple of 
times. So this is actually 
the third reschedule that 
started. It was intended 
to be back in 2020,” said 
Head.

The MCC’s work with 
refugees includes ship-
ping supplies to places 
such as Iraq, Ukraine, 
and to Syrian refugees in 
Jordan, for example. 

“In recent months, 
we’ve shipped five 
containers either from 
our warehouse in the 
US or warehouse in New 
Hamburg.” Typical items 

Closed again for several more weeks after an oversized vehicle caused damage to the structure just 
as reconstruction work was being wrapped up, the Glasgow Street bridge near Conestogo is now 
slated for reopening. A height-restrictor was fabricated and put in place in an attempt to prevent 
more such incidents.  Bill Atood
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TWIN MATTRESS $699
DOUBLE MATTRESS $749
KING MATTRESS $999

QUEEN MATTRESS

$799

WHITNEY

EUROTOP
• Flippable Mattress!
• 1166 Pocket Coils
• Viscose Foam Layer
• 2” High Density Foam
• Double Fibre Pad/Lumbar Support

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$299
TWIN MATTRESS $249
DOUBLE MATTRESS $279
KING MATTRESS $499

ADELINE 
EUROTOP

416-13 gauge spring coil system
Organic Bamboo Cover

Heavy duty fibre pad/lumbar support

NO TAX

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE...SLEEP-EZZZ.COM

TWIN SET $799
DBLE SET $849
KING SET $1399

TWIN SET $699
DBLE SET $749
KING SET $1299

   QUEEN SET

$899
  QUEEN SET

$999
TWIN SET $899
DBLE SET $949
KING SET $1499

DRSG V 
FIRM OR PLUSH 

EUROPILLOWTOP

DRSG III 
TIGHT TOP 

EXTRA FIRM
MAKERS OF

REFLEXION ADJUSTABLE 

POWER BASES
CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
ONE FOR YOUR NEEDS

REFLEXION PULSE

HE RIGHT 
OUR NEEDS

PULSE

LIFT BASES 
FROM

ALEXIS
POCKET COIL
816 Zoned Pocket Coils 
with Gel Memory Foam
plus Memory Foam

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

SAVE 
$700

$899
FROM

$899898 99$899

LISA 
PILLOWTOP
POCKET COIL
816 Zoned Pocket Coils 
with Gel Memory Foam
plus Memory Foam 
plus Latex

SAVE 
$800

DRSG VI
PLUSH 

EUROTOP
MAKERS OF MAKERS OF

TWIN
MATTRESS

$129
CASH & CARRY ONLY

WATERLOO
354 KING ST. N.,

ON KING, SOUTH OF COLUMBIA 
IN THE AYRES BULK FOOD BUILDING

KITCHENER
844 COURTLAND AVE., EAST

AT THE EXPRESSWAY BESIDE 
JAMIESON TRUCK RENTAL

CAMBRIDGE
415 HESPELER RD.

CORNER OF HESPELER & BISHOP

C
O

U
P

O
N

PLUS

$200 OFF
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

ANY
TEMPUR-PEDIC 

MATTRESS
PLUS

NO TAX

GARNET
POCKET COIL
• Comfort Pocket Coils
• Bamboo Cover
• Insulator Pad
•
•

     QUEEN 
       MATTRESS

   $599

SAVE 
$600

OXSPRING SOLD SEPARPARP ATEATEA LYLYL

     QUEEN 
       MATTRESS

  $699

     QUEEN 
       MATTRESS

$799

FOAM 
ENCASED VISCO

MEMORY 
FOAM

VISCO
MEMORY 

FOAM

QUEEN SET

$799

BROOKLYN 
EUROTOP
• 416-13 gauge spring 

coil system 
• Organic Cotton Cover
• Heavy duty fibre pad 

with lumbar support

CHARLOTTE 
PILLOWTOP
• 600-13 gauge spring coils 
• Bamboo Fabric Heavy duty 

fibre pad with lumbar support 
• Edge Guard

TWIN MATTRESS $329
DOUBLE MATTRESS $369
KING MATTRESS $599

TWIN MATTRESS $399
DOUBLE MATTRESS $479
KING MATTRESS $699

TWIN MATTRESS $499
DOUBLE MATTRESS $549
KING MATTRESS $799

QUEEN MATTRESS

$399
  QUEEN MATTRESS

$499
QUEEN MATTRESS

$599

MEAGAN
POCKET COIL
• 972 Tri-zone Pocket Coils
• Parameter Foam Support
• Extra Lumbar Support
• Bio-Foam, Eco-Friendly
• Bamboo Fabric

ADELINE 
EUROTOOTOOT P

NNNOOO TTTTAAATATTAT XXAXA
SASAS VAVA E VE V

0

OOO
MATTRESS BLOWOUT!

THE RENAISSANCE 
LUXURY FIRM 
• 1200 Zoned Comfort Pockets
• Gel Quilt Foam Layer
• An Extra Layer of BioFoam
• Ice Viscogel Added Layer

TWIN SET $799DOUBLE SET $899KING SET $1499

QUEEN MATTRESS& BOXSPRING!
ONLY$999

SET 1499

PLUS FREE EXPRESS DELIVERY



AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

THE OBSERVER | Thursday, October 20, 2022 | 3

If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three With early voting already underway, Wool-
wich Township reported earlier this week 
7.1% of voters had cast their votes electron-
ically, up from 6% at the same point in the 
2018 election. In Wellesley, the correspond-
ing numbers were 5.18% vs. 4.87%.

As a sea of red swathed Canada in a 
Liberal majority government on Monday 
night, Kitchener-Conestoga MP Harold 
Albrecht held onto his Conservative 
seat – the only blue riding left in Water-
loo Region. Voters chose Albrecht over 
Liberal Tim Louis by just 351 votes, the 
closest election race Albrecht’s ever faced.
From the Oct. 22, 2015 edition of The Observer

Early voting numbers From the archives

P H A R M A C Y
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

BIll Atwood
Observer Staff

KIWANIS TRANSIT, 
THE ELMIRA-BASED 
SPECIALTY transporta-
tion service, is celebrating 
30 years of being a fixture 
in the community. 

The service has grown 
from one bus and 85 riders 
in 1992 to nine buses and 
almost 60,000 riders per 
year before the pandemic 
hit, according to former 
general manager Cheryl 
Fisher.

“The community has 
just been incredible 
supporting us,” said 
Fisher, who recently 
retired from the post.

“We provide trans-
portation to all eligible 
riders, so we’re dealing 
with clients from [Elmira] 
District Community 
Living, we’re dealing with 
elderly people over the age 
of 65 – every reason that 
you or I put our keys in the 
car is basically what we 
provide transportation for. 

So, social appointments, 
personal appointments, 
day programs, dialysis, 
Alzheimer’s approved 
programs…it’s basically 
getting people out and 
allowing them to… remain 
independent in their own 
home,” she explained.

Still rolling on down the road after 30 years

→ TRANSIT 5

Cheryl Fisher, Carie Stroszka and Lawrence Lambkin with one of the Kiwanis Transit vehicles at the Elmira office. Bill Atwood

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

SHELTER MOVERS, 
A GROUP THAT helps 
people, mainly women, 
who are leaving an 
abusive situation move 
and store their stuff, 
is relatively new to the 
region, having only 
established a chapter here 
in 2020. Still, volunteers 
and staff recently marked 
their 200th move.

“We are filling a gap. 
The agencies that we’re 
working with are very 
grateful for our services. 
Some were able to do a 

little bit of helping their 
clients move before, but 
not to the extent that 
that we are. And a lot 
of women were leaving 
abusive situations with 
nothing. They had to start 
over,” explained Courtney 
Waterfall, chapter director 
for Waterloo Region.

Waterfall says the rates 
of femicide drastically 
increase once a woman 
decides to leave.

In 2019, the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alter-
natives reported that 
Kitchener-Waterloo-Cam-
bridge was the least safe 
place to live as a woman → SHELTER MOVERS 7

Kiwanis Transit has grown significantly since 1992, and there’s an ever-increasing demand for needs to be met

Shelter Movers marks 200th relocation effort in Waterloo Region
in the country. This was 
due to the rates of sexual 
assault and intimate 
partner violence reported 
to police were among 
the highest, and the rate 
of criminal harassment 
targeting woman was the 
highest in the country.

In 2020, Shelter Movers 
opened up its chapter 
here. Since then, the orga-
nization has moved 200 
clients, with usually about 
13 moves per month. Last 
May was the organiza-
tion’s highest month yet, 
says Waterfall, with 18 
families relocated.

community 
that need it.

“That’s exceedingly 
important for people 
that may have barriers to 
getting out interacting 
with the community. It’s 
exceedingly important 
to make sure that those 
barriers are removed, 
and that we help those 
people,” he said.

Without Kiwanis 
Transit, those with low 
mobility would be without 
a transportation option, 
Lambkin added. 

Matthew Mason, Jesse MacEachern, Sarah Duncan, Todd Burnside and Glenn Harper are volunteers 
and staff with the Waterloo Region chapter of Shelter Movers. Submitted

The specialized transit 
service which provides 
rides to the elderly and 
those with low mobility 
operates in Woolwich, 
Wellesley and Wilmot 
townships. It’s an option 
that neighbouring 
counties such as Welling-

ton do not have, Fisher 
explained.

“We travel back and 
forth to Kitchener-Wa-
terloo daily many times 
to hospitals, medical 
appointments. We’ve 
become a very significant 
part of people’s lives. And 

30 years later, here we are 
still,”

For current general 
manager Lawrence 
Lambkin, celebrating the 
30th anniversary tells the 
community that it will 
still be here to provide 
the service to those in the 
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• Fresh Perspective
• Modern Thinking
• Professional Approach
• Real Leadership

Follow:

On October 24th Elect
Patrick Merlihan Mayor

#VoteMerlihan
for Mayor

merlihan.com

More testimonials from residents: merlihan.com/endorsement

Leadership ▶ Experience ▶ Informed ▶ Entrepreneur ▶ Authentic ▶ Communicator ▶ Vision ▶ Engaged ▶ Effective

Showing up to the polls matters.

Vote for Real Change

A Woolwich
for Everyone

He is determined to 
ensure township staff 
serve the citizens. His 
desire to help citizens 
is genuine.

Inga Rinne
Bloomingdale

He is a community 
leader that prioritizes 
building strong, 
collaborative 
relationships across 
the Township ...

Nancy Lucier
Elmira

I don’t think I’ve 
personally connected 
with so many 
platform positions in a 
single political 
campaign before.

Pat Wilken
Floradale

Patrick would work 
effectively with the 
Region, internally 
with Council and staff, 
and with residents of 
Woolwich Township.

Hans Pottkamper
West Montrose

Patrick is 
approachable and 
engaged with 
residents’ concerns, 
regardless of which 
ward they are in.

Bill Smith
Breslau

Virtual Townhall:
Sunday, October 23
1:30pm - 2:45pm
Register to ask questions.
merlihan.com/events

⬒



C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S  |  5   Thursday, October 20, 2022 | THE OBSERVER

$4.69

CHICKEN LEGS

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$5.75 /lbPIZZA LOAF

$2.99 /lb
Reg.$3.99/lb

/lb

DELI-SLICED 

PLAIN OR SEASONED 

Scott A. Grainger LLB

Brent Wiancko B.A., M.A., J.D. 

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      

Waters, Hastings & Graingerg g
Professional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced 
& Passionate legal 
representation with 
high integrity from 
your local, full 
service law firmservice law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Call Waters, Hastings & Grainger 
at 519-669-1641

IT’S WILD 
OUT THERE!

QUESTIONS ABOUT
REAL ESTATE?

, M.A., J.D. 

BA (Hons) LLB      

Friendly, Experienced Friendly, Experienced 
& Passionate legal 
representation with 
high integrity from 

Scott Grainger LLBBrent Wiancko B.A., M.A., J.D. 

www.k-transit.com
519-669-4533 or 1-800-461-1355

SPECIALIZED
SERVICE

for Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot Townships

Charitable #13447 4410 RR0001

  

  Shopping
Appointments
Social activities

Meetings

Day Programs
Recreation
Employment

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

A 1950S HOME RETRO-
FITTED TO net-zero 
greenhouse gas emissions 
opened its doors last 
weekend, part of an ongo-
ing series of events hosted 
by Woolwich Township 
for people who want to 
reduce their carbon foot-
prints.

The net zero home 
tour day was another of 
the township’s “talk to 
an owner” events, where 
people can come and meet 
others who own a climate-
friendly product or have 
made climate-conscious 
changes in their lives.

The retrofitted home in 
Bloomingdale was built 
in the 1950s, and over 
their 42 years living in the 
home, owners Inga Rinne 
and Matthew Cowan retro-
fitted the building  with 
solar production, geother-
mal heating and cooling, 
increased insulation, 
double pane windows 
and thermal blinds. Now, 
through the solar panels, 
the home produces all the 
energy it needs over the 

course of the year, includ-
ing to operate the geother-
mal system, making it net 
zero.

“I would encourage 
people to think about the 
opportunities that are out 
there,” said Rinne. “We 
didn’t do it all at once, we 
did it over many years. 
The geothermal was a 
mess, but the payback was 
very decent.”

Rinne and Cowan’s 
home is connected to the 
electrical grid, and they 
use it as a battery: they sell 
extra energy produced by 
their solar panels in the 
summer, and buy electric-
ity when the solar panels 
produce less in the winter.

Three tours visited the 
home and people had 
the chance to speak with 
Rinne and Cowan directly, 
and ask all their ques-
tions.

The first “talk to an 
owner” event put on by 
the township was a chance 
for people to meet owners 
of electric vehicles, 
e-bikes and cargo bikes. 
It took place in the Elmira 
Canadian Tire parking lot 
in September.

Ann Roberts, the 

Latest “talk to an owner” event 
showcases net-zero retrofit projects

In September Woolwich Township hosted its first “talk to an owner” event at the Elmira Canadian Tire parking lot, and gave people the 
chance to talk to others who have bought electric vehicles, e-bikes and cargo bikes.  Submitted

township’s environmental 
coordinator, says about 
40 people attended the 
September event, and 
the people who attended 
had a chance to have their 
questions answered—
questions they wouldn’t 
necessarily want to ask a 
dealer, said Roberts.

Sandra Bray showed her 
EV at the event in Elmira 
in September. 

“Talking with owners is 
the best first step for many 
folks considering any 
unfamiliar technology,” 
said Bray to The Observer 
in an email.

“Four years ago, when 
I first took my car to 
these events, tall people 
wanted to see if they fit 
in the Bolt comfortably, 
parents wanted to know 
whether the family would 
fit, elderly people wanted 
to test the embark/disem-
bark access.  Others (me 
included!) wanted to sit 
in a Tesla and imagine 
driving a rocket ship.  
EV shows are always 
fun, sharing stories and 
meeting new people. Plus, 
it made me spruce up my 
car,” she said.

Roberts says the rest of 

the events are still being 
planned out, but there will 
be film showings in part-
nership with the Elmira 
Public Library for adults 
and kids: a film called 
“Curb your Carbon,” by 
The Nature of Things, 
and “The Lorax” for kids.  
There will be more “talk 
to an owner” events, and 
a workshop to help people 
learn how to calculate 
their carbon footprint, 
among others.

Roberts notes many 
people, herself included, 
may be daunted by the 
issue of climate change, 
but she says it’s all about 
starting small and build-
ing from there – every-
one’s individual actions 
add up.

“Woolwich Township 
lives in a fading bubble 
of protection due to our 
latitude and protection by 
the Great Lakes; we know 
that  extreme heat, torna-
does/hurricanes, and 
extreme flooding are our 
vulnerabilities,” said Bray.  
“Conversations amongst 
ourselves are a beginning. 
Governments cannot take 
care of a people who won’t 
take care of themselves.” 

“I don’t see another 
resource out there for 
people, especially in the 
rural areas that don’t have 
access to conventional 
transit. I don’t see any 
other form of access to 
the community for those 
people in the rural areas,” 
he said.

Fisher also pointed 
to the importance of 
expanded transit options 
in the region.

“Transportation, in 
all of its components, 
is critical to people’s 
decisions to live in this 
community. And if that’s 
more predominant every 
day especially $2-litre 
gas as well, it becomes an 
affordability issue.

“We can’t continue 
to grow as a commu-
nity and to have a busy 
thriving community if 
we’re not going to provide 
the services that people 
need.”

There is also the need to 
plan for the future given 
expected demographic 
changes, Lambkin added.

“People in this chang-
ing community will need 
to utilize and use transit 
services more and more 
now and in the future,” he 
said.

“If you look at the popu-
lation in certain areas, up 
to 20 per cent of the popu-
lation that live in a certain 
area may need to utilize 
specialized transportation 
now and into the future. 
Not all those people use 
it... but in the future, it’s 
going to be more limited 
with the density of areas 
to own a car. And having 
transportation needs, 

provided – especially for 
those people with special 
needs – is essential.”

While there are 
currently no concrete 
plans for Kiwanis Tran-
sit to expand, there is 
a “vision for growth,” 
Lambkin explained. This 
includes areas just outside 
of the current coverage 
area.

“Limiting ourselves 
to the service that we 
currently provide would 
be a discourtesy to the 
population outside of the 
area that we currently 
service. I think if you have 
a vision that does not 
include growth, you’re 
doomed to die eventually. 
So you have to grow, you 
have to expand,” he said.

“We want to help as 
many people as we can 
in the community. And if 
that means in the future, 
that we’re able to expand 
with fundraising to go 
outside of our area right 
now, that would be great,” 
added Carie Stroszka, the 
organization’s finance and 
administrative manager.

Expansion will take 
creative thinking, said 
Fisher, noting she already 
sees the current manage-
ment team moving 
forward. 

“[They are] looking at 
coming up with creative 
ways of being able to make 
transportation available 
to people… as part of their 
vision. And I think it’s 
amazing, because living 
in a rural community, we 
know what it means [and] 
how important it is to have 
the services to remain 
here. And we need it to 
grow.”

→ FROM 3 

TRANSIT: Celebrating 30 years
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COUNCILLOR, 
WOOLWICH WARD 2

I’m asking for your support 
for Council, in Ward 2
Woolwich is our home. It deserves our attention as we plan for the 
future. As a lifelong resident of Ward 2, I’m committed to working 
hard and being your strong voice on Council. More conversation 
and debate at Council is vital to good decision-making at our 
local government.

My pledge:    Be prepared and Engaged
     Listen and Learn
     Speak up for our Local Communities
     Plan for future needs as our township grows

Between now and October 24th, please vote – Online, by telephone 
or in person. 

Eric

eschwindt@rogers.com     @schwindt72

ELECT
ERIC SCHWINDT 

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

THE TOASTYTOES 
WATERLOO REGION 
FUND is again hosting an 
annual fundraiser to buy 
socks for people in need.

Sharon Gilroy-Dreher 
originally started the 
organization when she 
decided to collect socks 
for Out of the Cold in 
honour of her late mother.

“She used to tell us if 
you’re feeling sorry for 
yourself, you should go do 
something for someone 
else and take your mind 
off your troubles. That 
was something she used 
to say all the time.”

Gilroy-Dreher asked 
friends and family to 
donate socks. “I was 
hoping that we would get 
80, and I was prepared to 
buy most of those myself 
if I didn’t get there. We 
raised several hundred.”  

The annual sock drive 
continued until 2019. “By 
then we had collected and 
shared over 130,000 pairs 
of new warm socks across 
the region,” she said. The 
socks were donated to 
different organizations.

“The pandemic hit in 
2020. Couldn’t do physical 
socks, so I reached out to 
agencies and said, ‘Do you 
need socks? The last two 
years I gave you 40,000 
pairs a year, maybe I 
flooded your system,’” she 
said. “And what I learned 
is our region can absorb 
40,000 pairs of new socks 
for people experiencing 
or at risk of homelessness 
each year. And that was a 
shocking number for me 
to see.”

Gilroy-Dreher says 
those socks go to more 
than just people in 
shelters. They’re used 
by many organizations 
serving the needs of many 
different kinds of people. 
For example, women and 
children in crises services, 
the anti-human traffick-
ing and sexual assault 
support centre or fami-
lies being helped by the 
Wilmot Family Resource 
Centre.

While the socks were 
appreciated, Gilroy-Dre-
her found out that 
volunteers and staff had 
a hard time handling 
an onslaught of socks 
every year. So, instead 
she switched the annual 
event from a sock drive to 
a fundraiser by partner-
ing with the Kitchener 
Waterloo Community 
Foundation.

She opened the fund 
“with the hope that our 

Campaign stepping up as 
the weather gets colder→ FROM 1 

community would step up 
like they always do and 
wrap their arms around 
this ask, and they did 
not disappoint. So we 
raised $55,000, the first 
year, and then last year 
we raised $62,000. The 
ToastyToes fund is set 
up so that half the funds 
stay and help us build an 
endowment so we don’t 
have to keep coming back 
and asking and the other 
half are distributed within 
about a month after the 
campaign ends, so that 
[the organizations] can 
get their funds right away 
and start to spend them.”

Gilroy-Dreher doesn’t 
have a goal in mind for 
the amount of money to 
collect.

“And what’s lovely with 
the grant that they get 
from the ToastyToes fund 
is they can then purchase 
socks in the types, the 
sizes and the quantities 
they need when they need 
them. So it eliminates all 
of that warehousing issue 
for them, and they can 
meet the individual needs 
of the people they serve.”

Trisha Robinson is the 
executive director of the 
Wilmot Family Resource 
Centre.

“Since the coolness of 
the October weather has 
set in, we have distributed 
52 pairs of socks in the 
past few weeks alone,” 
she said. “Imagine for a 
moment, you are living 
out on the street and your 

socks are wet, a warm 
pair of socks can help 
you from getting cold 
and sick. For those less 
resourced, a dry, warm 
pair of socks could make 
a difference between life 
and death.”

Robinson said since 
partnering with Toasty-
Toes in 2016, the Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre 
has received more than 
1,600 pairs of socks, 
and then funding to buy 
more. She says the socks 
are included with their 
back-to-school program, 
holiday hampers and 
made available in their 
free year-round clothing 
cupboard.

“We are grateful for our 
partnership with Toasty-
Toes and the difference 
we can make with their 
donation,” she said.

To get involved, 
Gilroy-Dreher is encour-
aging people to host their 
own fundraisers.

“I’ve had people host a 
wine night and everyone 
pays a set fee to come 
and those donations get 
submitted to ToastyToes. 
We’ve had hockey teams 
that have done great 
fundraisers for us and 
workplace campaigns,” 
she said.

People can donate 
directly to the ToastyToes 
Waterloo Region Fund 
page on the Kitchener 
Waterloo Community 
Foundation website, 
www.kwcf.ca/toastytoes.

The ToastyToes Waterloo Region Fund is again hosting an annual 
fundraiser to buy socks for people in need across the region. 
Submitted

GLADWELL: Funds will help support MCC’s programs

that would be included 
in the containers include 
relief, hygiene and infant 
care kits and comforters, 
he said.

In Ontario, MCC is 
involved with home-
lessness transition, and 
works with other organi-
zations to find permanent 
housing for people. Glob-
ally they work on conflict 
mitigation to try and stem 
the creation of more refu-
gees at the source, before 
the conflicts happen, he 
said.

In terms of refugee 
crises around the world, 
Head believes the situa-
tion is getting worse.

“Unfortunately, I would 
say now on a global scale 
it is, if you reflect back 
on recent news events 
with what’s happened 
in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
what continues to happen 
in the Middle East, which 
has resulted in displace-
ment of people from their 
homes.

“As you see in the 
news every night, what’s 
happening in Ukraine. 
We’re very active in 
Ukraine, both in the short 
run, providing immedi-
ate relief for those that 
are fleeing and we’ll be 

active, hopefully when 
peace comes in Ukraine 
in terms of reestablish-
ing families, that have 
been displaced from their 
homes, so we’ll be active. 
We’ve been active in 
Ukraine – actually, that’s 
where the organization 
got its start , it was the 
result of conflict in 1920. 
That’s when Mennonite 
Central Committee was 
initially formed.

“In addition to that, we 
hear about natural disas-
ters that are taking place 
and the impact of climate 
change, which is creating 
food insecurity for people 
in many different places. 
So, it does appear that 
things are worsening. But 
we’re grateful for donors 
and funding organiza-
tions that work with us 
to try to address those 
needs,” he said.

The funds raised from 
the event will go toward 
the MCC’s work. The net 
proceeds and donations 
will go toward material 
resource shipments to 
places like Ukraine, Iraq 
and Jordan. They will 
go toward the refugee 
resettlement program 
and poverty program in 
Ontario, among other 
initiatives, said Head.

He noted MCC works 
most effectively through 
partnership. “We have 
about 400 partners. We 
work with just under 50 
countries around the 
world. And that’s how our 
work is done, is working 
with those that are on the 
ground, understanding 
the culture in national 
context. So they assist us 
and we work with them 
to accomplish the work,” 
he said.

“The theme that we 
hope to communicate 
from this event (is) lots of 
people doing little things 
add up to a lot. Very 
simple, very powerful 
in terms of how we work 
together with those in 
the community to have 
an impact on these issues 
around the world.”

People can make a 
difference, said Head. 
“You watch the news 
and you feel a bit over-
whelmed, like, it might be 
something far away, [and 
you might think] we can’t 
have an impact as indi-
viduals and families, but 
there can be an impact if 
we work together.”

Tickets to the event can 
be purchased online at 
www.powerofpartnership.
ca.
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Elmira Medical Centre
2 Park Ave. W., Elmira

Beginning October 25th, 
65 YEARS AND OLDER CAN COME ANY 
Tuesday OR Thursday, 9-10:30am and 1-2:30pm

Flu shot clinics 2022
For all patients 6 months and older

Date Time Place

Saturday, November 5th  9-12 & 1-4 EMC

Thursday, November 10th  9-11 & 1-4 EMC

Saturday, November 12th  9-12 & 1-4 EMC

Monday, November 14th 1-4 EMC

Saturday, November 19th  9-12 & 1-4 EMC

Saturday, November 26th 9-12 & 1-4 EMC

Saturday, December 10th  9-12 & 1-4 EMC

ATTENTION ELMIRA MEDICAL 
PATIENTS ONLY

FLU    CLINICS

OCTOBER 13

2:40 PM |  Water-
loo Regional Police are 
investigating a report 
of an indecent act that 
occurred in Woolwich 
Township. Police were 
called after a driver was 
travelling south on Farm-
ers Market Road when 
they observed a male on 
the sidewalk performing 
an indecent act. The man 
was described as white, 
approximately six feet tall 
with an average build, in 
his 30s, with short dark 
hair, and was last seen 
wearing a black jacket, 
black pants and had a 
black backpack. The 
investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. Anonymous tips 
can also be submitted at 
www.waterloocrimestop-
pers.com.

OCTOBER 15

4:20 AM |  Pol ice 
received a report of a 
break and enter at a busi-
ness on Arthur Street 
South in Woolwich Town-
ship. Unknown suspect(s) 
gained entry into a busi-
ness and stole merchan-
dise. The investigation 
is ongoing. Anyone with 

Ontario Provincial 
Police laid thousands 
of charges during the 
national Operation 
Impact campaign over 
the Thanksgiving long 
weekend, according to a 
new report. 

Many of the charges 
related to risky and 
dangerous driving, police 
say.

The holiday weekend 
saw three motor vehicle 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Risky driving targeted, with thousands of 
charges laid over long weekend blitz

passengers, a driver and 
a pedestrian killed in four 
separate incidents. The 
OPP also responded to a 
boating fatality.

During the campaign 
of stepped-up enforce-
ment, police sayaggres-
sive drivers posed the 
most significant risk 
on roads, with the OPP 
laying 5,141 speeding 
charges and 116 stunt/
racing charges. Among 

other charges, drivers 
and passengers were 
fined for 318 seatbelt 
offences. Alcohol/
drug-impaired drivers 
received 153 charges 
under the criminal code 
while 69 of the offence 
notices were issued for 
distracted driving. 

In total, officers laid 
8,088 charges on roads, 
trails and waterways 
throughout the province. 

information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. Anonymous 
tips can also be submitted 
at www.waterloocrimes-
toppers.com.  

12:48 PM |  Police 
received another report 
of a theft from a business 
on Arthur Street South in. 
Two unknown suspects 
attended the business and 
stole merchandise. The 
investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477. Anonymous tips 
can also be submitted at 
www.waterloocrimestop-
pers.com.  

11:00 PM | Perth County 
OPP responded to a 
single-collision on Perth 
Road 131 in the Township 
of Perth East. When the 
officer approached the 
vehicle, they observed 
a lone male standing 
near the vehicle. Upon 
speaking with the driver, 
it became apparent the 
driver had consumed 
alcohol and was display-
ing signs of impairment. A 
roadside screening device 
was administered, and the 
driver was subsequently 
arrested and transported 
to a local operations 

centre for further testing. 
The 23-year-old Milver-
ton man was charged 
with ‘operation while 
impaired - blood alcohol 
concentration (80 plus).’ 
The accused was released 
from custody and is 
scheduled to appear at the 
Ontario Court of Justice in 
Stratford at a later date to 
answer to the charge.

OCTOBER 16

7:26 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a disturbance 
in the area of Notre Dame 
Drive and Deerfield 
Avenue in Petersburg. 
The victim was sitting in 
a parked vehicle when 
they were approached 
by an unknown male 
brandishing a knife. Offi-
cers arrived in the area 
and located the male, 
subsequently arresting 
a 41-year-old Wellesley 
Township man. He was 
charged with ‘assault with 
a weapon,’ ‘mischief under 
$5,000’ and ‘breach of 
court order,’ and was held 
for a bail hearing. There 
were no injuries reported. 
Anyone who witnessed 
the incident, or has infor-
mation in connection to 
the incident, is asked to 
contact police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.

SHELTER MOVERS: Plenty of demand to keep them busy

→ FROM 3

Some of this increase 
could be due to an 
increase in awareness 
about the organization’s 
services, but Waterfall 
notes most of their clients 
are still coming from the 
same agencies as when 
they got started.

Gender-based violence 
and intimate-partner 
violence are issues that 
are often under the radar, 
she noted.

This kind of violence is, 
“a very personal thing,” 
said Waterfall. “People 
feel like they need to hide 
it. It’s a conversation 
that’s kept quiet within 
their family. And what 
people don’t realize is 
that it impacts everyone. 
Whether you realize it 
or not, whether it’s you 
directly or a friend or a 
family member or a neigh-
bor. Everyone knows 
someone who has been 
impacted by gender based 
violence. So we need to 
get rid of the stigma.”

All of Shelter Movers 
clients are referred. 
Volunteers and staff take 
the client through an 
intake process, and orga-
nize the move. Volunteers 
come to help with driv-
ing, packing and moving 

items. Police or security 
are present if needed.

Much of the material 
and use of the trucks 
are donated. Waterfall 
pointed out Penske Truck 
Rental and Jamieson 
Truck Rental, two local 
companies that regularly 
donate trucks.

Waterfall says her chap-
ter has about 170 front-
line workers who help on 
actual moves as movers 
and drivers and also 
volunteer as administra-
tors, and they’re looking 
for more.

There are six chapters 
across Canada.

“On average, a woman 
will return to an abusive 
relationship about six 
or seven times before 
they leave for good. And 
so we’re hoping that 
because they don’t have 
to completely start over 
with using our services, 
they’re able to get their 
belongings, those cher-
ished mementos, the 
things that really mean 
the most to them, they 
are able to start their life 
on a more positive note.”

Spencer Arbuckle is 
a volunteer lead mover 
and the LGBTQIA2S+ 
outreach worker for the 
organization. He started 

out just helping out on 
moves, but became more 
involved.

“I was looking for an 
activity to partake in 
during COVID. So just 
over a year ago, I thought 
about checking out 
the available volunteer 
opportunities in the 
region. Just through the 
region’s volunteer hub 
or website, I came across 
Shelter Movers,” he said.

“It worked out well 
because I’m interested in 
fitness and physical exer-
cise and I thought that, 
combined with being a 
really good cause, and 
actually the demand for 
Shelter Movers’ services 
actually was increased 
during COVID too, so that 
was a further sort of push 
to volunteer,” he said.

The organization is 
hosting an information 
night at the Ayr Library 
tonight from 6-7:30 p.m.

“I would definitely 
encourage getting 
involved in any capacity 
just because there’s such 
a need for it in the region. 
And it’s really a side of 
the community that I 
live in that I hadn’t really 
seen in that way before. 
And it really opened up 
my eyes.”

facturers of vaccines.
Alderman said this year 

there has been an uptick 
in influenza locally as 
well, with the region’s 
flu season starting in 
September.

“This year we reported 
our first two local, 
confirmed cases of flu 
on September 28. The 
most recent update on 
our Influenza Bulletin 
shows that as of October 
8 there have been seven 
total confirmed cases 
locally,” said Dr. Hsiu-Li 
Wang, medical officer 

of health for Region of 
Waterloo Public Health 
and Emergency Services 
in a statement.

Wang said that commu-
nity circulation of 
influenza in the region 
and province is still low, 
though public health 
officials are anticipating 
that influenza cases and 
other seasonal respiratory 
viruses will increase in 
the coming weeks.

“I encourage Waterloo 
Region residents ages six 
months and older to get 
their flu vaccines when 
they become available 

to the general public 
starting at the beginning 
of November, as well 
as to keep up to date 
with COVID-19 booster 
doses. Being vaccinated 
offers the best protection 
against serious outcomes 
for these illnesses,” Wang 
said in the statement.

At the time of writing, 
Region of Waterloo Public 
Health reported 275 active 
cases of COVID-19 in 
the region. The Region 
of Waterloo’s influenza 
dashboard reports seven 
known cases of influenza 
total so far in the season.

→ FROM 1 

COVID: Region recommends boosters, flu shots



THE OBSERVER | Thursday, October 20, 2022 | 8

When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “If we are going to reverse the dramatic 
species declines shown in this report, it’s 
important that Canada recognizes the 
role protected areas can play in help-
ing us meet global biodiversity targets.”
Megan Leslie, WWF-Canada’s president, on a new report 
showing a 69% drop in monitored wildlife populations 
since 1970.

Canadians (70%) are more worried than 
Americans (58%) about climate change; 
21% of Canadians and 31% of Ameri-
cans think climate change is caused 
by natural and cyclic phenomena that 
have nothing to do with human activity.
Leger poll

Verbatim The Monitor

A s with citizens in municipalities across the 
province, township residents will go to the 
polls on October 24, if they haven’t voted 
already via electronic options available. Well, 

they’ll have the option of doing so. If past results are any 
indication, only a third will exercise their franchise. 

If you haven’t done so, the first order of business will be 
assessing the hopefuls. Unlike federal and provincial elec-
tions, there are no party affiliations, no partisan campaigning, 
no issues of universal import, no lobby groups, no 24-hour 
television coverage. Residents often have little exposure to 
incumbents, let alone newcomers to the fray. Short of having 
one knock on your door, getting to know the candidates will 
involve some work, including attending a candidates’ forum 
or following newspaper coverage.

Rarely in local elections are there galvanizing issues that 
grip the public, so it takes some effort to get out and vote, let 
alone get informed.

Despite the fact local governments have the most direct 
impact on our day-to-day lives, we still don’t seem to take 
note – only about a third of eligible voters in the province will 
bother to cast a ballot.

Such apathy is not aided, of course, by the lack of issues 
to grab the public’s attention. That there isn’t a full slate of 
candidates in either Woolwich or Wellesley won’t likely help 
the situation. 

In Woolwich, voters have two choices for mayor, while 
Elmirans are selecting two new councillors from among four 
candidates running in Ward 1, while Ward 2 residents will 
choose one of the two two running for the seat. 

In Wellesley, there will be no township-wide vote for town-
ship council, as Mayor Joe Nowak was acclaimed to another 
term. The same is true in Ward 1 and Ward 2. In each of Ward 3 
and Ward 4, residents will be choosing a new councillor from 
a pair of hopefuls.

We’ll have another chance to see if electronic voting has 
an impact on voter turnout, though a miracle surge seems 
unlikely.

If turnout numbers that dropped to twice that number at 
the federal level prompted talks of mandatory voting in the 
past decade, municipal elections could really use the help.

The merits of compulsory voting are clear: more people 
show up. The practice is in place in some two dozen countries. 
On a worldwide average, participation rated top 80 per cent 
in countries that enforce mandatory voting. Even countries 
which have compulsory voting laws but do not enforce penal-
ties have voter turnout in the 60 to 70 per cent range, which is 
higher than in Canada.

The main argument against such legislation is that it seems 
out of place with the freedoms typically associated with a 
democratic system. The wider debate involves the tradeoff 
between our right to vote and the responsibility that comes 
with that.

Of course, compelling people to vote – say, by issuing a fine 
if they don’t show up – doesn’t mean they’ll take the time to 
study the issues and get to know the candidates. And to work 
fairly, the system would have to account for more declined 
and spoiled ballots. A none-of-the-above option would also be 
helpful, even if that “candidate” ended up with a majority. In 
fact, that would be helpful, making for a better class of politi-
cians next time around.

For today, however, most of us could set a better example by 
committing to show up at the polls Monday.

Municipal politicians have a significant impact on your 
lives – they look after the roads you drive on, the parks you 
use, services such as water and sewage and they set your 
property tax rates. Their decisions affect the very community 
where you live – certainly that merits taking a bit of time to 
make an informed choice and allocating a few minutes to 
marking an electronic “X.”

Casting a vote is the most 
basic part of democracy

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Italy is getting nervous. The 
United Kingdom’s Conserva-

tive Party (aka the Tories) has 
now been led by four different 
prime ministers in only six 
years. Italy still holds the long-
term record – a new government 
every 13 months since 1945 – but 
Britain is now nipping at its 
heels.

Even more impressively, 
the UK has gone through four 
Chancellors of the Exchequer 
(finance ministers) in the past 
four months. Britain, and partic-
ularly the Conservative Party, 
now resembles a circus clown 
car whose tightly packed riders 
keep tumbling out, falling over, 
quarrelling, setting off pointless 
fireworks, climbing back in, and 
doing it all over again.

The latest Tory prime minis-
ter, Liz Truss, is likely to be 
overthrown by her party’s own 
rebellious members of parlia-
ment by the end of this month. 
Her first ‘mini-budget,’ unveiled 
only last month, delighted 
her radical-right faction of the 
Tories, but its recklessness about 
huge unfunded borrowing horri-
fied the markets and the banks.

She momentarily staved off 
a further collapse of the British 
pound and even higher inter-
est rates by bringing in a new 
chancellor, Jeremy Hunt, over 
the weekend. He will effectively 
have the power to force her back 
to fiscal orthodoxy (by threaten-

UK has been sending in the clowns lately
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

ing to resign), so maybe the ship 
of state can be righted again. But 
it is probably too little, too late 
for her.

Former Conservative leader 
William Hague says her premier-
ship is “hanging by a thread.”  
Scotland’s First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon said that Truss is “unfit 
to hold the office of prime minis-
ter.” But getting rid of a zombie 
prime minister who clings to 
office is not easy, as Boris John-
son amply demonstrated last 
spring.

By Monday morning, almost 
all of Truss’s announced 
changes of tax cuts had been 
cancelled by her new chancellor 
and de facto boss, Jeremy Hunt, 
and the markets appeared to be 
calming down. However, they 
will not regard the UK as a safe 
place to put money for years to 
come, and Truss has become 
“pointless,” as a former Tory 
cabinet minister put it. 

But what can the Tories about 
it? They would be annihilated 
politically if they held an elec-
tion now.  Moreover, the party’s 
own internal rule currently 
bans them from changing the 
party leader (and thus the prime 
minister too) until a year has 
passed since the previous one 

walked the plank.
Obviously, the party can 

change its own rules if a majority 
of the Conservative members of 
parliament want to. However, 
they have few plausible alter-
native candidates, and very few 
who would accept the party 
leadership in these parlous 
circumstances.

The show certainly gives 
some innocent amusement to 
those who like watching once 
powerful and dignified entities 
performing serial pratfalls. 
Beyond the all shouting and the 
schadenfreude, however, there is 
a curious political phenomenon 
unfolding here: a once-serious 
political party has gone gaga.

Everything that has happened 
politically in the United King-
dom since 2016, starting with 
the self-mutilation of Brexit 
and ending (or perhaps not yet 
ending) with Liz Truss’s lunatic 
Tory version of Mao’s ‘Great 
Leap Forward,’ is driven by an 
unarticulated belief that the 
country is in terminal decline, 
and that only radical and risky 
methods can reverse that.

I owe this observation to 
Patrick Cockburn, one of the 
most perceptive British jour-
nalists working today. He offers 
Russia as another example of the 
same phenomenon.

There are differences between 
these examples, of course. 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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Editor's 
Point of View

Municipal government has no power of its own,  
but an impact that needs monitoring and accountability

low voter turnout, which is 
a shame. Looking ahead, 
it just might be that small 
local democracies play a 
big role in preserving our 
way of life.

Small and local are 
already buzzwords in 
farming: we’re catching on 
to the fact food produced 
close to home on family 
farms provides widespread 
benefits.

In the bigger picture, a 
return to localized activi-
ties and small-scale farm-
ing represent something of 
an antidote to the growth 
mantra that permeates our 
culture – go big or go home 
doesn’t benefit us, some-
thing deluded amalgama-
tion advocates should keep 

in mind.
Growth-related issues 

have been on display in 
the townships of late, and 
a topic of discussion – or 
what little discussion 
there’s been – during the 
election campaign.

Growth – i.e. develop-
ment – is likely the most 
divisive and galvanizing 
issue in municipal politics 
(think of past debates over 
Walmart and slots, right 
through to gravel pits). 
Change almost always 
fosters resistance. That’s 
especially true as much of 
the change is not for the 
better.

At the regional level, 
the problems of growth 
are manifest in ill-consid-
ered and executed transit 
schemes that serve few 
and burden the region 
and its citizens for years to 
come. On top of its other 
woes, the system sets us 

on a course to waste a 
whole lot of money and to 
promote harmful growth 
in the future in order to 
justify the poor decisions 
made yesterday and 
today. The entire rationale 
for spending billions of 
dollars depends on contin-
ued growth. 

Current transit plans are 
the wrong choice to curb 
sprawl, the ersatz transit 
corridor being the last 
refuge of those who made 
poor decision. But some 
people will make money 
even as the gentrification 
the region hopes for hurts 
those who most depend on 
transit. The idol of growth 
trumps all those concerns.

This is not an isolated 
issue. The entire system 
of government and the 
economy are both predi-
cated on growth. None of 
our politicians at any level 
is talking about reversing 

that trend, even though 
constant growth is by 
definition impossible. Life 
on a finite planet makes 
that clear.

The environmental 
impact of human activity 
is the clearest indicator of 
where growth is a problem. 
We use up non-renewable 
resources and we spew 
pollutants into the air, 
water and soil. That can’t 
go on forever.

Nor can we continue to 
pave over land, especially 
productive farmland, in 
perpetuity. That, of course, 
is one of the arguments 
made in favour of the 
transit system: the war on 
suburban sprawl.

We live in a society that 
is obsessed by growth 
economics – growth for 
growth’s sake. It’s an 
obsession that no longer 
serves us.

Our current lifestyle has 

a dramatic impact on the 
Earth. We consume at a 
rate beyond sustainability, 
with each of us putting a 
claim on an increasingly 
large chunk of the planet’s 
surface to make possible 
our consumerist tenden-
cies.

While we’ve recognized 
some of the perils, if only 
in little ways, our efforts 
have been largely ineffec-
tive. Yes, we separate our 
trash into various recy-
clable components. Yes, 
we look at ways to make 
items with fewer materials. 
Yes, we try to get greater 
fuel efficiency out of our 
vehicles. But the ecological 
damage of extreme growth 
continues because there 
are more of us consuming 
more goods as increas-
ingly numbers of products 
come to the market. With 
technology, we see built-in 
obsolescence and rapid 
turnover fueled by our 
desire for the latest and 
greatest, for instance.

Any movement to 
counter that trend needs 
to take aim at what econ-
omists have long called 
externalities: transferring 
to society the costs of 
production while the prof-
its go to individuals and 
companies. If we’re going 
to change the system, 
we’re going to have to 
take move away from that 
practice.

The system depends 
on society – governments 
and citizens – to bear the 
cost of the infrastructure, 
both hard and soft, with-
out which corporations 
couldn’t operate. Forced 
to take that into consider-
ation when making busi-
ness decisions, companies 
would likely take a differ-
ent tack, one more local, 
decentralized and human 
in scale.

While the problem is 
systemic, and real change 
ultimately depends on While municipal government is most involved in day-to-day services, 

voter turnout always lags the number of complainants.

Municipalities don’t 
have any power 

not given to them by the 
province. They’re often 
saddled with provincial 
policies, many not well-
founded and expensive, 
as in the case of emer-
gency services, partic-
ularly in larger centers. 
So burdened, they often 
compound the built-in 
problems with a lack of 
oversight on creeping 
bureaucracy on the part of 
elected officials.

Throw in governance 
that avoids the tribalism 
of the party system and 
you’ve got the recipe for 
low voter turnout – a 
provincial average of just 
38.3 per cent in the 2018 
municipal election, and 
lower in Woolwich (31.3 
per cent) and Wellesley (32 
per cent).

Western University 
political scientist Jacquie 
Newman last month told 
CBC she expects turnout 
to be lower for the October 
24 vote given fatigue from 
two recent provincial and 
federal elections.

“We’re looking at the 
possibility of turnout at 
the local level really crash-
ing,” she said.

She noted voters don’t 
get as involved when it 
comes to municipal elec-
tions.

“It’s always been a very 
interesting phenomenon, 
this sense that local elec-
tions don’t matter as much 
because they don’t see 
municipalities as having 
a lot of power because the 
municipalities are actually 
beholden to the province,” 
she said.

“But while municipal-
ities may be seen not to 
have a lot of power, they do 
have a lot of responsibility. 
Most of what happens at 
the municipality level is 
going to have a real impact 
on your life.”

Municipal elections 
have long been plagued by →KANNON 10
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There are 6,306 candidates to 
fill 2,860 elected positions in 
Ontario.

There are 20,020 potential 
votes in Woolwich Township.

Woolwich Township Council 
decided to choose a ranked 
ballot vote for the 2026 
election.

 ↆ LAST WEEK:  
 
Truth: Canada has 2,860 indoor rinks and 5,000 outdoor rinks. The 
United States, the second country on the list, has just 1,550 indoor 
rinks and 500 outdoor rinks. 
 
Truth: Players and team names spelt wrong on the Stanley Cup. Jacques 
Plante’s name was spelt differently five different consecutive years. 
 
Lie: No change is in the works. Conn Smythe named the team after 
the Maple Leaf badge was worn by soliders in the Canadian Army 
during World War I. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

Russia’s great gamble to 
reverse its geopolitical 
and strategic decline is 
expressed as military 
aggression. That’s a typi-
cal initial response to a 
perceived fall in power due 
to the loss of an empire.

The United Kingdom 
is considerably ahead 
of Russia on that curve, 
having got most of its mili-
taristic impulses out of its 
system with failed military 
campaigns against Egypt 
and in a few former colo-
nies in the 1950s and 60s.

What’s happening in 
Britain nowadays is an 
equally desperate but less 
violent attempt to reverse 
a long period of relative 
economic decline, from 
second-largest economy in 
the world in 1950 to sixth 
today.

The more simple-
minded nationalists see 
that as national failure. 

Brexit was the first radi-
cal but foolish attempt to 
turn the perceived decline 
around. Truss’s low-tax, 
high-debt nostrums were 
another.

This sort of nonsense 
probably won’t go on 
forever, because the 
economic ‘decline’ is just 
relative. Britain has lost 
ground to some ‘develop-
ing’ countries that are in 
the high-growth phase of 
their economic journey, 
and it has made some 
major domestic mistakes, 
but it’s still a rich country.

This is a phenomenon 
that only strikes countries 
with an inflated view of 
their own importance, 
generally because they 
were once great powers or 
at least owned extensive 
colonial empires. Britain 
has a particularly bad case 
of it, but this too shall pass.

In the meantime, bring 
on the clowns!

DYER: The nonsense isn’t forever
→ FROM 8

Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sunday Closed

Raj Patel Pharmacist / Owner 

Visit our Pharmacy today!
We offer many services that may bene�t you

• Medication management
 (Blister pack)

• Free Prescription delivery
 (Elmira and local area)

• Ostomy Supply

• Compression Stockings

• Travel Vaccine 
administration service

• Seasonal �u vaccine

• Over the counter 
delivery available 
(Minimum $50 before 
tax order required)

• Incontinence products

• Prescription Transfer to 
our pharmacy just like 
1-2-3

75 Arthur St. South, Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

reducing the global popu-
lation, the issues of growth 
and quality of life are at 
play even in the upcoming 
municipal election. Voting 
for those espousing some-
thing other than the status 
quo is a start.

Perhaps it’s time for 
some policy-driven agen-
das, for something that 
will inject interest into 

 �  Why bother 
voting? There are 
plenty of good 
reasons

To the Editor,
It’s a good thing I’m 

not relying on my garden 
for pie this year because 
those record-breaking 
spring winds blew all the 
blossoms off my apple 
tree, leaving me with three 
apples growing. If you are 
wondering how voting 
on October 24 might be 
connected to the spring 
winds, and more broadly 
connected to my enlight-
ened self-interest, then I’ll 
happily explain.

 Firstly, as Waterloo 
Region farmers know, we 
can no longer rely upon 
typical weather patterns.

Our seven lower-tier 
municipal governments 
control about 50 per cent 
of our GHG emissions. 
This is why we need our 
newly elected councillors 
to create and enforce green 
development standards, 
as seen in other Ontario 
municipalities. 

Two years ago Waterloo 
Region council adopted 

TransformWR, a path for 
us to an 80 per cent reduc-
tion in emissions by 2050.  
Now it’s time for municipal 
governments to deter-
minedly and energetically 
lead the transition.  

Secondly, let’s investi-
gate what our local munic-
ipal votes actually get us. 
Municipal governments 
decide what to spend on 
essential services.   

How much should we 
spend on picking up trash 
from country estates? 

Should new sidewalks be 
both sides of the street or 
just one?

How much should we 
spend on bus shelters?

How do we zone for tiny 
homes?

Is there enough park 
space in that new develop-
ment of townhouses?

Should we build the new 
arena to passive energy 
standards?

Do we need an urban 
tree-cutting bylaw?

We want sensible people 
willing to make thoughtful 
spending choices for long 
term community good.  

Thirdly, research shows 
we get the most bang for 
our buck from municipal 
councillors.  For every 

dollar municipal govern-
ments spend, residents get 
more benefit than from any 
other level of government.  

Many of our councillors 
are wildly overqualified 
for a job that comes with 
volunteer pay. Every 
week ahead of a meeting, 
they get a thick binder of 
complex documents to 
study, in preparation for 
decision-making on life-al-
tering issues at the next 
council session. I am blown 
away by the integrity, 
knowledge, and combined 
experience of local council 
members.  

 And here’s my most 
sober, fourth motivation 
to vote. Our little world 
currently goes round, 
within big and bigger 
worlds. Like the rivers 
running dry in Europe 
this summer, there are big 
bumps coming.  When our 
infrastructure goes down, 
even temporarily, due to 
extreme heat, local munic-
ipalities are on their own. 
When those bumps occur, 
we need to act as a group 
limiting as much damage/
loss as possible. To act as a 
group, we need an effective 
organizational structure. 

Yes, our collective mind 

can go awry, and our 
councils may occasionally 
be misguided. However, 
our protection from chaos 
comes from two sources: a 
wide collection of commu-
nity members casting 
ballots, and secondly, lead-
ership by an assortment 
of people, with various 
backgrounds. With a broad 
spectrum of concerned 
voters, our chances of 
electing sensible people 
are increased.  

In the Region of Water-
loo we are already beyond 
the 1.5-degree temperature 
increase threshold, so 
we need politicians who 
are willing to plan for the 
future, to push us towards  
lower local emissions 
and increased local clean 
energy. It will take a wide 
spectrum of voting minds.

And then there is my 
raspberry crop! Thanks 
to the heat and drought 
there was not one pie from 
that patch either this year. 
Our current temperature 
increases are baked in; let’s 
elect councillors who get 
the urgency of reducing 
emissions.

Sandra Bray
ELMIRA

municipal politics. Maybe 
then we’ll get some poli-
ticians prepared to define 
the real priorities and to 
make the adjustments 
needed to bring spending 
in line while delivering on 
those basic quality of life 
issues with which most of 
us are concerned.

That would help restore 
legitimacy of govern-
ment in general. There’s 

been a gradual erosion 
of the overall respect for 
democratic and active 
government because our 
politicians have lobbed 
up too many easy targets. 
Every time they fall down 
on the job – and there are 
many ‘every times’ – they 
provide ammunition to 
those who would see the 
entire system pulled down.

That’s why a back-to-ba-

sics approach appeals to so 
many of us: intrinsically, 
we know government is 
getting too big, too waste-
ful and too unaccountable. 
Leaders who actually 
get us back on track – as 
opposed to talking the talk 
simply to get elected – will 
be doing us a much larger 
favour than leaving us 
stuck on the same dead-
end track.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

KANNON: Electing politicians who’ll set priorities in line with the public good
→ FROM 9

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri. 8-7, Sat. 8-4

takeout Lunch & dinners
Chicken Tenders or Meatloaf includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Oct 21

pre-order

reQuiredThurs. 8-4, Fri. 8-7, Sat. 8-4 pre-order

reQuired

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Oct 26-29

Salisbury Steak or Honey Lime Chicken includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert
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Patrick Merlihan

Sandy Shantz

Residence: Elmira
Occupation: Newspaper 
owner/digital strategist/
graphic designer
Related experience: 
Ward 1 councillor since 
2014; co-chair, Woolwich 
Heritage Committee; Region 
of Waterloo reconstruction 
ream for the past eight 
years; Woolwich Healthy 
Communities board for the 
past eight years.

Residence: Elmira
Occupation: 
Woolwich Mayor
Related experience:

Township residents 
vote on October 24
Make an informed vote. Get to know the candidates. 

representing Ward 1 in 
Elmira. In that time I have 
learned how to make local 
government work better 
for residents. 

At almost 50, I’m 
running for mayor to make 
sure Woolwich Township 
is a place for everyone. I 
am qualified, engaged and 
will bring my best abilities 
to advance our municipal 
priorities here and at the 
Region of Waterloo.

What is your motivation for 
running in this election?

There is a disconnect 
between our residents, 
towns and villages and 
local government. I’ve 
been an active and 
engaged politician that 
can make things happen 
for communities across 
the township. I’m an 
excellent communicator 
and bring an authentic, 
homegrown approach that 
people trust. I’m great at 
coming up with solutions, 

finding common ground 
and passionate about 
community-building 
projects to improve our 
communities.

What is likely to be the 
most pressing issue on 
council’s agenda in the 
next four years?

Growth continues to be 
Woolwich’s most press-
ing issue. The impact of 
growth is felt across the 
township with increased 
traffic and congestion, 
strained sense of belong-
ing among residents, and 
township financial stress. 
My campaign slogan “A 
Woolwich for Everyone” 
is about connecting our 
communities.

I’ll skip the cook-
ie-cutter township-wide 
approach to planning and 
create community plans 
in consultation with its 
residents and businesses 
in each community. I’ll 
empower neighbourhoods 

to connect with each other 
to address traffic-calming, 
communication and sense 
of belonging. I’ll empower 
staff to be innovative and 
modernize our services 
to make better use of 
staff time and resources. 
I’ve been listening to the 
community. A new fresh 
perspective is required 
to make the change we 
desire. 

What issue would you like 
to make a priority on that 
agenda?

Create a real strategy 
driven by improving lives 
for residents in Woolwich. 
I want to engage with 
professional community 
builders that will study 
our economy, approach 
to service delivery and 
create plans that work 
for each unique commu-
nity – no cookie-cutter 
treatment. An active and 
engaged council, a lot of 
community outreach, 

and follow-through on 
commitments will make 
this collaboration truly 
community-centered. 
Finding authentic ways to 
connect us as a township 
will be our strength for 
more vibrant interactions 
with each other. 

If you had the chance to 
make one change to make 
life better in the munici-
pality, what would it be?

Fix traffic. Traffic is the 
number-one complaint 
across the township, 
region, province and coun-
try. As a municipality we 
have to be more proactive 
in curbing bad driver 
behaviour. We need to start 
with road and subdivision 
designs that build in traf-
fic-calming from the start. 
I’m a fan of raised cross-
walks and giving pedestri-
ans more opportunities to 
cross busy streets safely. 
Our lives are impeded 
daily with time-wasting 

road congestion that keeps 
us from family and other 
pursuits. They say that if 
you are in traffic, you are 
part of the problem.

What is the most import-
ant spending priority for 
the municipality?

Infrastructure. It will 
always be renewing, main-
taining and reconstructing 
our roads, bridges and 
community facilities. There 
are some priority projects 
across the township, but 
investing in downtown 
Elmira in 2025 will have to 
be a big priority. Creating 
space for people, adding 
benches, large trees and 
renewed sidewalks and 
roadways are investments 
that are long past due. We 
have invested in a down-
town urban plan study 
that is the groundwork for 
the next three decades of 
downtown renewal. If we 
don’t invest in our commu-
nity, who will? 

that have served me well 
through various leadership 
experiences:  there is more 
than one way to achieve 
a goal, and leadership is 
about empowering others. 
As a supervisor in a major 
insurance company, tasked 
with re-organizing a failing 
department, I learned that 
hiring the right people 
not only gets the job done, 
but permits a leader time 
to focus on the broader 
perspective. Those lessons 
continue to serve me well in 
all my leadership positions. 

My family has lived in 
Waterloo Region for seven 
generations. This area 
carries at its roots a deep 
seated sense of commu-
nity building and care for 
each other. I am proud to 
contribute to and to grow 
the collaborative spirit that 
makes us a prosperous 
township and region.

What is your motivation for 
running in this election?

The last term of council 
barely had a year before 
COVID hit and much of 
our energy was consumed 
managing the state of 
emergency. An important 
goal for that term was to 
set the stage for the future 
with an updated strate-
gic plan and community 
consultation. We are at a 
pivotal point in the town-
ship’s history as we face 
rapid growth in the coming 
years.  

We are also dealing with 
social and environmental 
issues. Prioritizing and 
integrating these needs 
in the context of each 
community will take 
careful and thoughtful 
leadership. My proven abil-
ity to guide the township 
through difficult times and 
the networks and relation-
ships I have established 
will be important to that 
process. I want to continue 
to use my skills to serve 
Woolwich.

What is likely to be the 
most pressing issue on 
council’s agenda in the 
next four years?

Based on what we know 
today, the most pressing 
issue is to integrate the 
growth that is expected 
with our need to address 
climate action and social 
concerns. The first piece of 
that is creating a plan that 
reflects community priori-
ties. That might sound a bit 
high and lofty, but it is the 
challenge. 

If you are interested 
in more specific actions: 
addressing traffic concerns 
from speeding to increased 
opportunities for cycling, 
walking etc.; a bypass for 
Elmira; identifying and 
planning for an urban 
core for Breslau so it 
can become a complete 
community; addressing 
our development require-
ments in conjunction 
with the need to reach our 
climate action objectives. 

(And plant trees – always 
more trees!)

What issue would you like 
to make a priority on that 
agenda?

Working with each 
community to create a stra-
tegic plan that integrates 
the growth that is expected 
with our need to address 
climate action and social 
concerns. And then imple-
menting that plan.

If you had the chance to 
make one change to make 
life better in the municipal-
ity, what would it be?

Each town would have 
their own idea of what 
would make their lives 
better. Based on what I’ve 
been hearing, there are 
two things that need to 
be addressed across the 
township. The first is traffic 
and inconsiderate driving.  
The other is managing our 
growth that provides hous-

ing for people across the 
board – from supportive to 
affordable to young people 
and to seniors downsizing.

What is the most import-
ant spending priority for 
the municipality?

Staffing is the bulk of 
our operating budget. It 
is important that staff are 
well positioned to provide 
services such as road 
maintenance, programs, 
planning, and helping to 
coordinate concerns with 
the region, environmen-
tal initiatives – all those 
services you expect the 
township to provide. Ensur-
ing we have well trained 
and adequate staff is key to 
municipal government. 

Equally important but 
tied to it is working on our 
infrastructure deficit. The 
special infrastructure levy 
positions us to partner with 
other levels of government 
on projects and to get more 
done.

I have lived in Elmira 
for almost 40 years and we 
raised our three sons here.  
I now love watching our 
grandsons enjoy our local 
schools and activities.  I 
appreciate family time and 
travel, as well as getting 
together with long time 
friends at book club.  I look 
forward to returning to ball-
room dancing and walking 
when my ankle replace-
ment surgery has healed.  

As a teenaged tent 
leader at Girl Guide camp 
I learned two lessons 

A lifelong resident of 
Elmira, I started a success-
ful communications busi-
ness in Elmira when I was 
22. I am married, raised 
two boys and decided to 
run for office in 2014 at 
42 and won two elections 
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XXXXXXXXXXXWoolwich Ward 1 candidates

Cheryle Baker
Residence: Elmira

Evan Burgess

Residence: Elmira 
Occupation:  
Account manager (lender)

Nathan Cadeau
Residence: Elmira 
Occupation: Professor 

THERE ARE FOUR CANDIDATES VYING for two spaces in Ward 1, which covers Elmira: Cheryle Baker, Evan Burgess, Nathan Cadeau and Dan Holt.
The town will be represented by two new councillors, as one of the incumbents, Patrick Merlihan, is running for mayor and the other, Scott McMillan, opted not to run again.

make an opportunity to do 
something great with no 
money, as it’s about how 
we can inspire,  empower 
people. I’m enjoying chal-
lenging myself, and doing 
it with enthusiasm!

What is your motivation for 
running in this election?

It’s great feeling inspired, 
challenged and supported 
by my community, friends, 
family to run, but it’s listen-
ing to feedback from every-
one in our community, in 
which I should run in this 
election on city council, to 
represent everyone, as it’s 
all about them, it’s not just 
about me. This job is about 
listening to all people in 
our community. People 
know I’m good at listening, 
as it’s their values, ideas, 
visions, of supporting 
common goals, knowing 
I’d be great at representing 

them,  as we work together  
in building up, servicing 
people and infrastructure, 
which we need to see more 
of in our community.

What is likely to be the 
most pressing issue on 
council’s agenda in the 
next four years?

It’s something we need 
to continue working  on, 
following up with all issues 
council has currently on 
its  agenda, but with a 
recession looming, being 
adaptable to its chal-
lenges it may bring so our 
community arrives out of 
it better stronger. Housing 
demand is predicted to go 
up, as a result, so will food 
bank demand resources, as 
unemployment may rise, 
along with that is rising of 
other social environment 
issues rising, we need to 
make sure we are prepared 

to safely weather this 
oncoming recession storm, 
along with continuing  to 
recover from pandemic 
damage, it appears. 
Continue strengthening 
supportive service in our 
community, repairing 
service infrastructure, plus 
creating a budget for unex-
pected expenditures, to be 
better prepared in future 
emergencies, but most 
importantly, continue 
current city council work-
ing on  investments into 
our community.

What issue would you like 
to make a priority on that 
agenda?

I see it’s about what 
our community needs as 
a priority, it’s not about 
what I want as a priority. 
I know that in order for 
true democracy to work 
effectively, I must put my 

personal agenda aside.
It’s also about dealing 

with what’s happening in 
other communities which 
service our community, so 
since we sometimes have 
no available ambulances 
to come here from another 
community. I’m sure our 
community will want us 
to work on solutions with 
other community services 
to resolve it quickly as 
possible, find alternative 
solutions just in case it 
takes longer to resolve, it’s 
better to be prepared in 
such unexpected public 
service  emergency.

If you had the chance to 
make one change to make 
life better in the munici-
pality, what would it be?

Inspire more community 
engagement, plus empow-
ering community in creat-
ing, working effectively, 

better partnerships. We can 
do it with more feedback to 
community from council. 
I’m hearing from people 
all over our community – 
they enjoy getting to know 
us, enjoy interacting with 
us, what and how we’re 
doing, how our projects are 
coming along. They want 
to know, with feedback if 
there is anything they can 
do more to help be success-
ful as a thriving welcoming 
caring community!

What is the most import-
ant spending priority for 
the municipality?

Services which 
strengthen support our 
community, as it’s how 
we improve quality of 
life in our municipality, 
invite tourism, create new 
resources to utilize in 
building up our commu-
nity.

I’m always optimistic 
about  investing in  empow-
ering people, empowering 
communities, creating  
opportunities, new ideas, 
which forms partnerships 
with people in building a 
better brighter future anew.

I’m inspired by family, 
friends, my community 
here plus other communi-
ties, to do something more, 
to help others, so I decided 
to have a zero campaign 
budget, to inspire people in 
any community. You can 

I was born and raised 
here in Elmira, and after 
graduating from EDSS 
I completed a degree 
in biochemistry at the 
University of Waterloo. 

I currently work down-
town at Kindred Credit 
Union as an account 
manager and lender. 
Through this role I have 
been able to connect with 
many residents and small 
businesses, to see their 
challenges and also to help 
them succeed and reach 
their goals. This experi-

ence has also developed 
my financial skills and 
fiscal responsibility. I’ve 
also held positions in other 
sectors including work as 
a scientist, serving in the 
military, running my own 
farm business and working 
construction. I currently 
live in Elmira with my wife 
and three young children.

My diverse background 
and work experience, 
along with my passion and 
love for the community, 
has prepared me for this 
role and serving you, the 
residents of Elmira.

I hope to take the next 
step with you and be a 
contributor to positive 
change, and I know that 
together we can maintain 
Elmira as a safe, enjoyable 
and prosperous place to 
live and work.

What is your motivation for 
running in this election?

Growing up in Elmira 

I felt a great sense 
of community, I felt 
supported and I gained 
the life skills I needed 
to be successful in life. I 
would like to see others 
experience that same 
sense of community, and 
maintain Elmira as a safe 
and thriving town. I want 
to be involved in local 
leadership to help shape 
what the next few years 
will look like in Wool-
wich, and be involved in 
important initiatives and 
create positive change.

What is likely to be the 
most pressing issue on 
council’s agenda in the 
next four years?

I think the cost of living 
for residents is something 
that the council should 
help address. We’ve 
experienced a high rate 
of inflation over the last 
few months and seen 
rising costs in food and 

other necessities, as well 
as a high cost for housing 
(both buying and renting). 
I feel there are areas where 
the council could help 
with lowering the cost of 
living for residents, for 
example working on the 
budget to keep the cost of 
governance low, and on a 
larger scale, working with 
the region and developers 
to increase the supply of 
housing (adding more 
supply will help lower 
the cost), and looking at 
alternatives to creating 
more housing, such as 
adding accessory dwell-
ing units to their existing 
homes, and making this 
process more accessible to 
residents. 

What issue would you like 
to make a priority on that 
agenda?

I think an effective first 
step would be to manage 
the budget to lower prop-

erty taxes, as these have 
consistently gone up a 
large percentage year over 
year. 

If you had the chance to 
make one change to make 
life better in the munici-
pality, what would it be?

I have heard a lot of feed-
back from residents that 
they would like a sit down 
family-style restaurant in 
town, like a Boston Pizza 
or a Kelseys’s or something 
similar to those. Residents 
want to be able have an 
evening out with their 
family or friends and have 
an option that’s open later 
into the evening. This type 
of restaurant would also be 
a great place to go to watch 
the Leafs game or other 
sports games.

What is the most import-
ant spending priority for 
the municipality?

The Elmira downtown 
revitalization plan will be 
an important spending 
priority for the munic-
ipality. Many residents 
and businesses have been 
engaged with providing 
feedback about the design 
and other parts of the 
process, so it’s clear that 
these changes are import-
ant to residents.  

After going through the 
recent pandemic we’ve 
been reminded of the 
importance of commu-
nity, our interactions with 
friends and family, and 
the value of local business, 
and the revitalization plan 
aims to address all these 
important areas through 
creating accessible and 
usable public spaces, and 
drawing customers to the 
businesses located here. 
Having a thriving down-
town will also in turn bring 
more money and jobs to 
the community.

My decision to run 
for council took careful 

thought and humility. 
I am new to this amaz-
ing community and am 
still getting to know my 
fellow residents in Elmira. 
However, I grew up next 
door, in Drayton, so I 
am quite familiar with 
small town living and the 
compassion, friendliness, 
and passion we have for 
our neighbours. 

I graduated from St. 
James Catholic High 
School before moving to 
North Bay, where I earned 

my undergraduate degree. 
Upon graduating I began a 
career in corporate correc-
tions that spanned over a 
decade. During this time, 
I completed a master’s 
degree in Criminal Justice 
Policy from the University 
of Guelph and took on part-
time work as an instructor 
at Nipissing University. In 
2019, I accepted the posi-
tion of Professor at Cones-
toga College and moved 
with my young family to 
Elmira. 

I now teach full-time in 
the Bachelor of Commu-
nity and Criminal Justice 
program and really love the 
inspiration and integ-
rity our students bring. 
Our classes emphasize 
on social issues as they 
relate to crime and crime 
prevention in our commu-
nities. We take a restor-
ative approach to justice, 
which I am proud to say, 
is a wonderful initiative 
created decades ago, right 
here in Elmira.

 
What is your motivation 
for running in this elec-
tion?

Through my education 
and employment, I have 
the privilege of spending 
time learning and teach-
ing about the key social 
issues our communities 
face together. This aware-
ness of the issues coupled 
with my understanding of 
governmental operations 
provides me a unique 
perspective in addressing 

some of the more pressing 
social issues our commu-
nities face, such as crime, 
race- and gender-based 
discrimination, environ-
mental sustainability, 
housing affordability, 
homelessness, health 
care, mental health, and 
addictions. I want to hear 
about your ideas on these 

Woolwich Ward 1
continues on 
page 13



M U N I C I PA L  E L E C T I O N S  |  13  Thursday, October 20, 2022 | THE OBSERVER

See observerxtra.com for full interviews  |  Vote on October 24

Woolwich Ward 2 candidates

Fred Redekop
Residence:  Elmira 
Occupation: Minister
Related experience: Ward 2 
councillor since 2018; worked 
for Mennonite Central  
Committee for eight years.

Dan Holt
Residence: Elmira 
Occupation: Retired  
university professor 
Related experience: Served 
as chair of the Chemtura 
Public Advisory Committee 
(a committee of council), 
member of the citizens advi-
sory panel for Sulco Chem-
icals and Lanxess, member 
of the Property Standards 
Committee of council.

IT’S A TWO-PERSON RACE IN Ward 2, which encompasses St. Jacobs and much of the north part of the township surrounding Elmira. Incumbent Fred Redekop is looking to 
hold on against Eric Schwindt.

I have lived in the town-
ship for over 30 years. I was 
pastor at Floradale Menno-
nite for 25 years. While my 
children were growing I 
coached a variety of sports. 
I was on the board of 
Conrad Grebel University 
College for nine years.

What is your motivation for 
running in this election?

I want to run for re-elec-
tion because I want give 
back to this community. 

COVID interrupted my 
term, so I have more to 
learn. I want to keep the 
balance of growth and 
retention of farmland.

What is likely to be the 
most pressing issue on 
council’s agenda in the 
next four years?

Long-term financing of 
infrastructure projects. 
Elmira’s downtown core. 
More intensive home 
developments.

What issue would you like 
to make a priority on that 
agenda?

More affordable housing 
for all.

If you had the chance to 
make one change to make 
life better in the munici-
pality, what would it be?

To make our towns more 
walker friendly, to lessen 
our dependence on the 
car. It would make our 

neighbourhoods stronger 
and more healthy.

 
What is the most import-
ant spending priority for 
the municipality?

We need to continue to 
improve our roads and 
bridges. These are large 
costs for the township, so 
through council and staff 
we will have to be creative 
in coming to fiscal solu-
tions .

I know those experiences 
will assist me in helping 
others support the posi-
tions that I will represent 
for residents of Woolwich 
Township. 

My community experi-
ences include serving as 
president of the board of 
directors for Community 
Care Concepts and on the 
board of the Woolwich 
Counselling Centre. 

Currently a member 
of the Elmira Theatre 
Company and teach art 
at Three Sisters Cultural 
Centre in St. Jacobs.

What is your motivation for 
running in this election?

I want to be a part of 
the solutions and not just 
complain without the 
ability to effect changes. 
I’m running for coun-
cil because I care about 
Elmira and I want us as 
a community to move 
forward together; in other 
words, to expand and 
prepare for the future 
without losing what we 
value. 

We are a more diverse 
community than some 
people think, and we want 
to be seen as inclusive 
and welcoming to all, not 
in spite of differences 
but because a diversity 
of experiences, identities 
and backgrounds leads to 
learning about the world 
and new ideas and ways 
of doing things, making 
a richer living experience 
for all of us. 

I’m concerned about 
keeping the downtown 
safe, clean and healthy 
while attracting new 
businesses and support-
ing those businesses 
that are here. Safety and 
health issues include the 
amount of truck traffic 
on Arthur and Church 
streets, as well as the need 
for expanded medical care 
in the township. I want 
to find a better location 
for 115 trucks instead of 
adding a parking lot next 
to Bolender Park. This is 
followed closely by balanc-
ing the need for additional 
housing located in safe 
areas for new and/or strug-

gling Canadians with the 
need for additional infra-
structure to support new 
neighbourhoods. The new 
urban core redesign plan 
begins to address some of 
these issues.

What is likely to be the 
most pressing issue on 
council’s agenda in the 
next four years?

I want to work on coun-
cil to help resolve issues 
and move our community 
forward into a future that 
works for all of us. One of 
my issues is the downtown 
business area. There needs 
to be a more welcoming 
shopping experience 
downtown, current busi-
nesses are struggling, and 
new shops and restaurants 
are needed. The core 
design study will imple-
ment changes that will 
add more trees and spruce 
up the downtown area. 
But we don’t have to wait. 
We can, with the aid of 
various organizations and 
businesses, create “living 
spaces” by adding flower 

boxes all along Arthur 
Street in the downtown 
without raising taxes. 

Another priority is 
safety downtown and 
throughout the commu-
nity. Bringing back a police 
presence will certainly aid 
in that area and we need to 
build a new volunteer fire 
station that is designed 
to accommodate a police 
presence in Elmira. 

What issue would you like 
to make a priority on that 
agenda?

Elmira has to have a 
bypass for the large trucks. 
Downtown is not a place 
to go to shop and visit with 
friends now because due 
to the trucks you can’t hear 
a conversation. We need 
to push regional council 
to create a bypass in the 
next couple of years, not 
in the next 15-20 years as is 
currently on their sched-
ule. The township council 
can’t “make” the region 
put in a bypass but it can 
certainly apply a little 
strategic pressure. 

If you had the chance to 
make one change to make 
life better in the municipal-
ity, what would it be?

What is clear to me is that 
we need to carefully scru-
tinize the spending in the 
budget to find areas where 
we can economize to avoid 
raising taxes on the citizens 
of the township. For exam-
ple, a community newslet-
ter would be a great idea to 
inform citizens of upcom-
ing events and so forth, but 
rather than pay someone on 
the staff to do this, set it up 
as a bulletin board where 
residents can list upcom-
ing events. Volunteers 
could be found to monitor 
the content and remove 
outdated items. Similarly, 
residents who are skilled in 
website design could make 
suggestions for making the 
website more user friendly. 
There are people who 
have time and skills and 
would be willing to help the 
community. Together we 
can find creative solutions 
where possible to avoid 
raising taxes.

I have been involved 
in improving lives for 
60-plus years. My life has 
been in education and 
non-profit agencies. Both 
areas require support in 
order to implement ideas 
for the good of the whole. 
I recognize that I would be 
one of six people on coun-
cil. I am used to discussion 
and compromise to move 
an organization forward. 

issues and more and I 
want us to join voices in 
raising these issues so 
that we can build on the 
goodness that Woolwich 
already offers. 

What is likely to be the 
most pressing issue on 
council’s agenda in the 
next four years?

Broadly speaking, 
affordability is going to be 
one of the most pressing 
issues for the incoming 
council. Affordability 
of housing already is a 
significant issue in our 
community. But beyond 

that, inflation is at record 
levels. While the federal 
and provincial govern-
ments can raise deficit 
spending to provide social 
support during difficult 
times, municipalities do 
not have the same oppor-
tunity – all spending must 
be offset by tax collection.

The cost of providing 
services in our commu-
nity will rise along-side 
inflation. It will be incred-
ibly difficult to balance 
the need for social 
spending with remaining 
fiscally conservative. The 
incoming council will be 
required to make diffi-
cult decisions based on 
budgetary restrictions. 
I think the top priority 
for the incoming coun-
cil should be deliberate 

broad level planning to 
ensure all expenditures 
are necessary and that 
the municipality can 
continue to deliver critical 
programs and services to 
the citizens of Woolwich 
without having to raise 
taxes. There is no shortage 
of great ideas out there in 
the community. There are 
also several great initia-
tives already underway 
here in Elmira. If elected, 
I will make key decisions 
with value for money at 
the front of my mind.

What issue would you 
like to make a priority on 
that agenda?

I intend to operational-
ize the Elmira core urban 
design study report. Prior 

to Conestoga, I worked 
in provincial corrections 
for 12 years, where at the 
corporate level I contrib-
uted to setting policy 
and managing provincial 
portfolios in corrections. 
I have extensive experi-
ence managing complex 
projects, ensuring they are 
completed on schedule, 
and within the allocated 
budget. 

I have studied and 
earned a professional 
designation in project 
management. I intend 
to bring this mindset 
to our downtown core. 
Our downtown has such 
potential to be an incredi-
ble place to come together 
as a community. Through 
deliberate planning with 
Woolwich’s already-pres-

ent foundations of tender-
ness, love, and care, our 
downtown core can more 
intimately reflect our 
community. 
If you had the chance 
to make one change to 
make life better in the 
municipality, what would 
it be?

One single realistic 
change that would most 
significantly impact the 
lives of every Elmira 
resident would be the 
construction of a bypass to 
divert heavy traffic out of 
Elmira’s downtown core.

What is the most import-
ant spending priority for 
the municipality?

The most important 

spending priority should 
be the services provided 
to community members. 
We should be spending 
our collective money on 
supports and services that 
will improve the lives of 
all citizens. This includes 
road maintenance and 
garbage collection, but 
also the redevelopment 
of our shared spaces such 
as the revitalization of 
Elmira’s downtown core, 
as well as the bypass 
to divert heavy traffic 
around our community, 
not through. Spending 
priorities should also 
examine cost effective 
ways to incorporate green 
technology and envi-
ronmentally sustainable 
initiatives in our commu-
nity. 

Woolwich Ward 2  
continues on 
page 14 

Woolwich Ward 1
Continued from 
Page 12



14  |  M U N I C I PA L  E L E C T I O N S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, October 20, 2022

Vote on October 24  |  See observerxtra.com for full interviews

Woolwich Ward 3 candidates

Born in 1963 to parents 
of Old Order Mennonite 
mother raised in Yatton/
Elmira and Irish Catholic 
father raised in Ariss/
Inverhaugh/Winter-

bourne. Witnessed in my 
parents what it meant 
to work diligently, be 
faithful and serve others 
selflessly – the bar was set 
quite high. Mother was a 
Registered Nurse, gradu-
ating from KW Hospital 
in 1951 and father was a 
Farmer and commissioned 
Livestock buyer for J.M. 
Schneider, Burns Meats, 
Canada Packers and Cana-
dian Dressed Meats.

Have lived and worked 
my whole life in Waterloo 
region, the first 20 Kitch-
ener, Breithaupt Park area, 
15 years in Waterloo and 
the past 24 in Conestogo.

Married to Wendy and 

Paul Bolger

Residence: Conestogo
Occupation: Accountant 
(CPA, CMA 1991)
Related experience: None

I have lived in Mary-
hill for 20 years. I was a 
Ward 3 councillor 2010-
2014.  I have been chair 
of the Woolwich Heritage 
Committee since it was 
created in 2014. I am a 
member of the Region of 

Bonnie Bryant

THERE ARE FOUR CANDIDATES VYING for two seats in Ward 3: Paul Bolger, Bonnie Bryant, Kayla Grant and Murray Martin, who did not respond to questionnaire.

Residence: Maryhill
Occupation:
Related experience:
Councillor Ward 3 2010 - 2014

are a blended family 
with four adult children 
(Kellen, Jordan, Brandon 
and Alyssa) and been 
blessed with three grand-
children (Mason, Asher 
and Axel).

It is not about me, it is 
about all of us, the taxpay-
ers of the Township of 
Woolwich.

What is your motivation for 
running in this election?

To advocate for account-
ability, transparency, and 
clarity with everything 
the township does for its 
stakeholders (taxpayers). 
More communication, 

more action, less bureau-
cracy. 

Provide 360-degree 
feedback via stakeholder 
advisory panels, that 
invokes change to how 
Woolwich provides core 
services and address the 
needs of the stakeholders 
that are within township 
control.

What is likely to be the 
most pressing issue on 
council’s agenda in the 
next four years?

Planning and devel-
opment – open and 
welcoming process to get 
things built (commercial/

industrial new/addition 
to existing, agricultural, 
etc.). Housing (affordable 
housing, multi-res, second 
residences on properties, 
etc.).

Expansion of town/
village boundaries or use 
of surplus land, lands 
on roads with existing 
services (gas/water/hydro) 
via in-fill severances.

What issue would you like 
to make a priority on that 
agenda?

See above

If you had the chance to 
make one change to make 

life better in the munici-
pality, what would it be?

Investment in core 
services to ensure that 
everyone in the munic-
ipality has access to afford-
able housing, healthcare, 
education, and a safe 
community. This comes 
at a cost but, absolutely, 
worth the investment.
Public/private partner-
ships – lets be creative in 
this future development.

What is the most import-
ant spending priority for 
the municipality?

See above

Waterloo  Heritage Public 
Advisory Committee.

What is your motivation 
for running in this elec-
tion?  

I want to see a trans-
parent and accountable 
municipal council. I 
want to have our prime 
agricultural farmland, 

green spaces and heritage 
preserved for future gener-
ations.

What is likely to be the 
most pressing issue on 
council’s agenda in the 
next four years?

Growth and services.

What issue would you like 

to make a priority on that 
agenda? 

Providing the amenities 
to Breslau that they require.

If you had the chance to 
make one change to make 
life better in the municipal-
ity, what would it be? 

Ensure all areas of the 

Eric Schwindt
Residence: R.R.#1 Elmira 
Occupation: Owner Genex 
Ontario/farmer
Related experience:
Director at Ontario Pork 
since 2013, including four 
years as chair. Sat on numer-
ous industry associations 
and committees.  Served 
one term on the township’s 
committee of adjustment.

importance of protecting 
our environment, and to 
mark my 50th birthday 
this year, I planted 50 trees 
that hopefully will make a 
difference for the next 50 
years.

What is your motivation for 
running in this election?

Woolwich is a pretty 
good part of the world 
to live in.  As we see our 
community grow, it’s 
going to take work to 
ensure we change and 
evolve in the direction we 
want. These changes need 
a council that is engaged in 
meaningful discussion on 
the issues at hand.  I want 
to be part of the conversa-
tions, asking questions for 
our community to ensure 
the best choices are made.  
Too often, I have seen 
important decisions made 
without a fully informed 
discussion at council.

What is likely to be the 
most pressing issue on 
council’s agenda in the 
next four years?

As Woolwich transitions 
from a small to mid-sized 
municipality, I see four 
main issues that should be 
front and center. Plan-
ning responsible growth 
that matches population 
increases with infrastruc-
ture needs, and budgetary 
restraints while protecting 
our farm community.

Building a closer work-
ing relationship with the 
region. As partners in 
providing services to our 
communities, we need a 
better working relation-
ship with the next tier of 
government. Too often 
during this campaign I 
have heard from residents, 
councillors and staff that 
an issue needs the region to 
be involved and how hard 
that can be. We need to 

find ways to work together 
more effectively.

Financial stewardship:  
As we move to higher inter-
est rates, and less fund-
ing from higher levels of 
government, Woolwich will 
need to innovate and prior-
itize, in order to stretch 
our tax dollars.  This will 
mean challenging budgets 
in order to ensure we are 
spending effectively.

Building a sense of 
community across the 
township. Too often we 
hear different centres feel-
ing that Woolwich equates 
to Elmira.  St. Jacobs, 
Floradale and Heidel-
berg need to feel heard at 
council and included in 
decision making.

What issue would you like 
to make a priority on that 
agenda?

Building relationships 
within the township and 

with the region would help 
in all aspects of our town-
ship.  A stronger working 
relationship allows all 
parties to share ideas and 
collaborate to achieve the 
best outcome.  

If you had the chance to 
make one change to make 
life better in the munici-
pality, what would it be?

Talking to residents, the 
number-one issue I hear 
about is traffic. There is a 
desire to calm traffic on 
streets and highways, and 
also to relieve congestion. 
Woolwich needs to invest 
in a balanced approach.  
Promote dependable 
public transit that works 
for our communities – and 
these needs are different in 
St. Jacobs, in Elmira and in 
Breslau.  As well, we need 
to recognize that cars and 
trucks will continue to be 
part of our transportation 

solution and allow for that. 
This includes building 
an Elmira bypass sooner 
rather than later, and look-
ing at how commuters will 
get in and out of the new 
subdivision in St. Jacobs as 
it grows.

What is the most import-
ant spending priority for 
the municipality?

Looking over the 
next five to 10 years, the 
township needs to look 
hard at its capital project 
requirements, and what 
is available to be spent. 
As interest rates rise, 
debentures and financing 
will be less affordable, yet 
planned growth is going to 
require more infrastruc-
ture. I believe council 
should devote more time 
to considering options and 
priorities now, to ensure 
informed decisions can be 
made.

I’m a lifelong resident of 
Ward 2 in Woolwich, living 
on the family farm I grew 
up on with my wife and 
three children.  I’m a small 
business owner, hockey 
coach, and farmer.  Living 
in the country, I see the 

Murray Martin Murray Martin did not 
respond to the question-
naire in time for print. 

Woolwich Ward 2  continued from page 13

township are treated 
equally and have the 
amenities they need.  

What is the most import-
ant spending priority for 
the municipality?  

I don’t have a spending 
priority at this time.  I want 
to see what is needed and 
will decide at that time.

Residence: Conestogo
Occupation: Retired
Related experience:
Councillor Ward 3 

VOTE ON 
OCTOBER 24

WoolwichWard 3 
continues on 
page 15 
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Wellesley Ward 3 candidates

Mary Lichty 

I grew up in the town of 
Wellesley and am raising 
my family here as well. I 
currently live on Henry 

Residence: Wellesley village
Occupation:
Landscape technologist
Related experience:
Member of various commu-
nity volunteer boards. 

Derek Brick 

Residence: Wellesley village
Occupation: Retired from Li-
bro Credit Union after work-
ing in the financial industry 
for over 15 years
Related experience: Former 
member of Wellesley Town-
ship committee of adjust-
ment; former member and 
chairperson of the Wellesley 
Recreation Board; currently 
secretary-treasurer of the 
Wellesley Township Fall Fair;  
former board member of 
the Ontario Association of 
Agricultural Societies

me, which is part of why I 
decided to run for coun-
cil. I graduated with a 
diploma in journalism 
from Conestoga College 
and hold two master of 
arts degrees from Water-
loo’s two universities. 
I volunteer my time at 
community events and 
on the Maryhill Historical 
Society. In my downtime, 
I enjoy training my dogs 
to compete in sports and 
helping others train their 
dogs at a local obedience 
school.

What is your motivation for 
running in this election?

I’ve always been very 
engaged and invested 
in my community, but 
I was motivated to run 
after watching council 
members ignore and 

Kayla Grant
Residence: Maryhill
Occupation: Policy 
Communication Specialist
Related experience:
Worked as a volunteer and in 
communications positions for 
previous political candidates 
at the provincial level, two 
master’s degrees including 
one in global governance. 
I’ve covered local municipal 
politics as a journalist. 

dismiss issues important 
to residents, which is 
unacceptable to me. It’s 
time for fresh voices, more 
diversity and better repre-
sentation for everyone in 
Woolwich. 

What is likely to be the 
most pressing issue on 
council’s agenda in the 
next four years?

Woolwich Township 
will see considerable 
growth in the next four 
years. Projections show 
that by 2050 Waterloo 
Region will have over 
a million residents. In 
Woolwich, the bulk of 
this growth will be seen 
in Breslau. We need to 
proactively plan for rapid 
growth in our community 
in a way that is sustain-
able and affordable. I 

feel it’s important for 
council to evaluate our 
local amenities and infra-
structure, and encourage 
growth as needed while 
maintaining the charac-
ter of our communities.

What issue would you 
like to make a priority on 
that agenda?

We are in the middle of 
a national housing crisis, 
with many prospective 
homeowners unable 
to access the market, 
including in Woolwich. 
Having grown up here I 
know there is no better 
place to raise a family. 
Council should be 
working to create houses 
families can afford, so 
everyone has the oppor-
tunity to make Woolwich 
their home.

If you had the chance 
to make one change to 
make life better in the 
municipality, what would 
it be?

As I’ve been speaking 
to residents at doors in 
the last several weeks, 
I’ve heard people 
mention that they’re in 
the dark on everything 
from improvements to 
the Maryhill Heritage 
Park, to pressing issues 
that affect our daily lives, 
like the closing of the 
Peel Street Bridge. As a 
communications profes-
sional, I believe that open 
and clear communica-
tion is key to the role of 
councillor. That’s why, 
if elected, I’ll seek to 
improve transparency on 
council matters and work 
to ensure residents feel 

heard. 
What is the most import-
ant spending priority for 
the municipality?

Infrastructure. It’s no 
secret that our infrastruc-
ture is aging and past 
councils have ignored 
much needed repairs 
and upgrades to things 
like roads, buildings 
and sewers. Some of 
these items fall under 
regional jurisdiction, but 
it’s important council 
members make them-
selves heard on this issue. 
The longer we wait to 
make repairs, the more 
costly they become. 
Leaving these to future 
councils also increases 
the risk of flooding and 
damage to property as the 
infrastructure continues 
to degrade.

Street with my wife and 
2-year-old son. Over the 
past 31 years of my life I 
have been able to meet 
many people within 
our community and am 
excited to meet many 
more. 

I currently work for 
the City of Waterloo as a 
landscape technician in 
the parks department. I 
previously ran a landscape 
construction company that 
served the Township of 
Wellesley for over 10 years. 

In my spare time I enjoy 
spending time with family 
and friends, farming, 
firefighting, and partici-
pating in seasonal recre-
ation league sports. Since 

a young age I have been an 
active part of the commu-
nity and I feel now is the 
right time to step forward 
with the goal of represent-
ing our community.

 What is your motivation 
for running in this elec-
tion?

I am interested in serv-
ing my community and 
giving a voice to everyone 
who is a part of our ward. 
Having grown up in the 
town I feel I am in touch 
with many things going on 
in the town and will be able 
to bring a broad wealth of 
knowledge to the council 
table.

What is likely to be the 
most pressing issue on 
council’s agenda in the 
next four years?

I think a major issue 
for our community is the 
future of recreation land. 
I believe our town needs 
more opportunities for 
families to grow and stay 
busy. We have a variety 
of opportunities ahead 
of us with the new arena 
that is being built that will 
allow us to better serve our 
community members.

What issue would you like 
to make a priority on that 

agenda?

The issue of housing 
is a big one. I want to be 
a part of discussing how 
we can offer housing to 
more youth and seniors 
in the community. Our 
current conditions make 
it difficult for youth in our 
community to continue 
to live here as well as it is a 
difficult area for seniors to 
retire. I believe looking at 
housing opportunities is a 
priority.

If you had the chance to 
make one change to make 
life better in the munici-
pality, what would it be?

the first 20 years, my late 
husband Richard Lichty 
and I operated a dairy/
beef and hog operation. 
Our two adult children 
were able to grow up in 
this community being 
involved in 4-H and 
soccer programs. This 
community has so many 
wonderful volunteers that 
offer their time to run 
programs for our youth.

After I sold the farms, 
I moved into the village 
of Wellesley. Giving back 
to my community has 
always been part of my life 
from an early age. I have 
been involved with the 
Wellesley Township Fall 
Fair for over four decades 
and presently the secre-
tary- treasurer. In the past 
I have been a member of 
the Wellesley Township 
committee of adjustment 
and chairperson of the 
Wellesley recreational 

committee. Provincially 
I am past board member 
of Ontario Association 
of Agricultural Societ-
ies representing fairs in 
the Region of Waterloo, 
Wellington County, 
Oxford County and Six 
Nations. All these experi-
ences have given me the 
opportunity to collabo-
rate with members of our 
community. 

Retiring in March of 
2022 from Libro Credit 
Union after more than 15 
years of service, I able to 
give my full attention to 
being a ward councillor.

What is your motivation 
for running in this elec-
tion?

With all the exciting 
changes coming to our 
township, I want to be the 
strong voice to continue 
to grow our community 

together. The balance 
between protecting our 
agricultural communi-
ties along with offering 
amenities to our commu-
nities, it is an exciting 
time here in Wellesley. 

The other day I was 
out checking our farm-
based industries in our 
township. We have a large 
diversity of farms in our 
township. It ranges from 
something for your sweet 
tooth, produce for you 
to stop by and pick up 
for your table to the cash 
crops and livestock oper-
ations to feed us. Along 
with the food we eat, the 
agricultural sector offers 
employment opportuni-
ties to our residents. 

Also, it is important to 
be able to offer our seniors 
the opportunity to stay in 
the community in which 
they have resided for 
years. As we have seen 

over the past couple of 
years, having connections 
to family, friends, and 
the community services 
is good for our health 
whether physical or 
mental. And if we are to 
be a vibrant community, 
young people need to 
be able to afford homes 
here in the community. 
Having a good mixture of 
age groups enjoyed our 
business communities to 
grow and thrive creating 
jobs for our residents. 

What is likely to be the 
most pressing issue on 
council’s agenda in the 
next four years?

Finances will be the 
most pressing issue. With 
a time of increasing infla-
tion and higher costs for 
most items, balancing the 
wants and needs of the 
members of the commu-

nity.
Over my years of 

working in the financial 
industry and running a 
farm business, balancing 
a budget is critical. 

What issue would you 
like to make a priority on 
that agenda?

While out talking to 
residents of our ward, one 
of things I hear is having 
more housing options 
for youth and seniors in 
our community. To have 
a vibrant community, 
we need to have young 
people, families, and our 
seniors. Each group has so 
much to offer, and it is the 

As a lifelong resident 
of Maryhill, I would 
like to give back to the 
community that raised 

If I could make a change 
for the better it would be 
offering more recreation 
opportunities for families. 
As we grow as a commu-
nity we need to offer these 
opportunities to keep 
families engaged and chil-
dren active. 

What is the most import-
ant spending priority for 
the municipality?

I believe we need to keep 
investing in our facilities 
within the township. We 
have seen in the past how 
our buildings are again and 
I believe it is important to 
maintain our facilities to 
the best of our ability. 

I am a long-time resi-
dent of the Township of 
Wellesley (40+ years). For 

Wellesley Ward 3 
continues on 
page 16 
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Wellesley Ward 4 candidates

Bob Caskanette
Residence: Hawkesville
Occupation: Professional 
environmental and forensic 
engineering consultant
Related experience:
Executive board member of 
a number of organizations, 
including within Wellesley 
Township. Past engineering 
expert for the K-W Horti-
cultural Society (Rockway 
Gardens). Currently the vice 
president of the Canadian 
Association of Fire Investi-
gators (CAFI), Ontario. 

Claude Hergott
Residence: St. Clements
Occupation: Roads main-
tenance at the Region of 
Waterloo/Heidelberg yard

I have many other 
professional credentials, 
licenses and certifi-
cations which are too 
numerous to list but can 
be found in my Linked 
In profile. It is time for 
someone with technical 
expertise from the engi-
neering community to 
serve on council to assist 
in making well educated 
decisions which will 
benefit our township and 
community.  

What is your motiva-
tion for running in this 
election?

Some may feel, espe-
cially in recent years, 
that they don’t have a 
voice or are not being 
properly heard. I strive to 
be an advocate for every-
one and give them that 
voice. I am a very strong 
communicator and a very 
social person and have 
the ability to advocate for 
people very effectively. 

I’ve wanted to get into 
politics my whole like 
and am passionate about 
helping and serving my 
community. I’ve been 
encouraged by everyone 
I know to pursue this for 
as long as I can remem-
ber and I am finally at a 
point where I am able to 
begin this next chapter. 
I will dedicate my time 
and efforts into the 
important matters facing 
our community. Follow-
ing the last 2.5 years 
of uncertainties and 
the current economic 
difficulties facing 
households, I intend 
to advocate for valued 
community services and 
infrastructure, fiscal 
responsibility and afford-
able living. 

What is likely to be the 
most pressing issue on 
council’s agenda in the 
next four years?

The concerns I’m hear-
ing most about are fiscal 
responsibility, concerns of 
seniors and available retire-
ment living options and 
road safety and excessive 
speed concerns on major 
roads coming through 
residential communities. 
These will likely be the 
most pressing issues to 
start working on right away.  

Overall, I will advocate 
for responsible budgets, 
concerns of seniors and 
available retirement living 
options, road safety and 
excessive speed concerns 
on major roads, valued 
infrastructure projects 
and existing infrastructure 
such as our local arena and 
rec centre in St. Clements, 
affordable living, concerns 
of youth in our community, 
jobs and destinations for 
young people, transpor-
tation options for those 
without vehicles into the 
city (such as ride share 
programs or on demand 
shuttles, but would require 
private enterprise as well),  
issues with puppy mills and 
lack of enforcement and 
much more.  

As an owner of an engi-
neering firm I understand 
the need for responsible 
budgets and what it takes to 
achieve it and spend money 
as wisely as possible.  

What issue would you like 
to make a priority on that 
agenda?

I don’t want to make 
promises I can’t keep. I’d 
like to focus on some of the 
key issues that I’m most 
passionate about like I 

mentioned before, includ-
ing responsible budgets, 
concerns of seniors and 
available retirement 
living, road safety and 
excessive speed concerns 
on major roads, valued 
infrastructure projects 
and existing infrastructure 
such as our local arena, 
affordable living, concerns 
of youth in our commu-
nity, jobs and destinations 
for young people, trans-
portation options for those 
without vehicles into the 
city,  issues with puppy 
mills and lack of enforce-
ment and much more.

There are concerns for 
seniors and affordable/
available retirement 
living options within 
the community.  I will 
advocate for evaluating 
available lots and potential 
vacant properties (such 
as commercial) that could 
be zoned to address this 
need. We don’t have much 
room to grow beyond our 
current boundaries so will 
need to use the available 
space we have now to 
address this intelligently. I 
have ideas on sites within 
St. Clements where we 
could achieve this and am 
already advocating for a 
developer to make this a 
reality in the near future 
within St. Clements. This 
would then allow more 
housing to become avail-
able for additional families 
to move into the area and 
expand our property tax 
pool and participate in our 
community.

A lot of people in the 
community have specifi-
cally talked about exces-
sive road speeds on some 
of the area highways, 
including Lobsinger Line, 
Herrgott Rd., Kressler 
Rd., Moser Young Rd., 

Weimar Line, among 
others. Although some 
are regional roads and 
the township can only do 
so much, I would like to 
ask the region to put up 
electronic radar speed 
signs at strategic entrances 
into residential commu-
nities to gain the driver’s 
attention more effectively 
to slow them down coming 
into town. While there is 
no perfect solution, statis-
tics show this decreases 
speeding by around 20 
per cent. Increased police 
presence is also important.  
People want to feel safe in 
their community and on 
their properties.      

The St. Clements 
community is committed 
to keeping the St. Clem-
ents arena and commu-
nity centre intact and 
operational following the 
completion of the new 
Wellesley Recreation 
Centre. I will advocate for 
this at council to ensure 
the facility stays properly 
maintained and opera-
tional for many years to 
come. It is a staple of the 
community. My son enjoys 
playing hockey there and 
the other many great events 
it holds throughout the 
year. It recently had a reno-
vation completed to the 
roof and the building will 
remain in the community 
for many years to come. 

Also interested in look-
ing into transportation 
options for those without 
vehicle or with limited 
amounts of vehicles. 
Whether it be seniors 
needing to get into town 
for appointments, kids 
needing to use the car to 
get places or households 
with one car and people 
that need to get to multi-
ple places like work at the 

same time. A community 
ride share program or 
on demand transit could 
be useful and could be 
something the township 
supports in addition to 
private enterprise being 
involved, which would 
open up opportunities 
for the entrepreneurs 
within the community and 
benefit the environment 
by having fewer overall 
vehicles on the road. 
Having convenient pickup 
and drop-off points in our 
communities that can take 
people to the Conestoga 
Mall transit hub area in 
Waterloo, for example.  

If you had the chance to 
make one change to make 
life better in the munici-
pality, what would it be?

Responsible spending 
and intelligent planning 
to ensure projects with the 
most value are delivered to 
the community and afford-
able living is maintained. 
Having a professional 
with technical expertise 
from the engineering 
field on council is critical 
in making the most well 
informed decisions we can 
going forward to ensure 
we deliver on the needs of 
the entire community and 
address our infrastructure 
needs for the future.  

If we waste money on 
things we don’t need 
or want, there won’t be 
enough left for the projects 
of greatest importance. 

Obviously affordable 
living options for retired 
seniors is a need as are 
the other priorities I’ve 
outlined previously such 
as road safety/speed 
concerns and the needs of 
youth and families in our 
community.  

I have been a Wellesley 
township volunteer fire-
fighter for 18 years. I have 
been working in munici-
pal public works for nine 
years, five of these at 
Wellesley Township.  

I've been living and 
working in the area for 52 
years now. I am a captain 
at the St. Clements fire 
station. I volunteered 
as a coach and trainer 
with Twin Centre minor 

hockey and play hockey 
twice a week myself. 

What is your motivation 
for running in this elec-
tion?

It’s a good time to run 
for council. My kids are 
older and I have more 
free time. My friends and 
neighbours suggested 
that my experience with 
the fire department and 

public works would be a 
good fit for council. 

What is likely to be the 
most pressing issue on 
council’s agenda in the 
next four years?

The biggest challenge 
will be maintaining a 
balanced budget with the 
new township expendi-
tures.

What issue would you 
like to make a priority on 
that agenda?

I would like to develop 
a housing strategy for 
retirement living options 
here in the township.

What is the most import-
ant spending priority for 
the municipality?

The most important 

Fourth generation in 
my family to be in Welles-
ley Township govern-
ment. I am a PEO licensed 
professional environ-
mental and forensic 
engineering consultant 
in the private sector. I 
am part of the ownership 
group of our Waterloo 
Region based consulting 
engineering firm and 
have a lot of experience 
in the field of science and 
engineering.

Expert on property/
building assessments, 
development and 
construction as well as 
environmental assess-
ments and remediation 
projects, spill response, 
agricultural property 
assessments, fire and 
explosion investigations 
in structures, vehicles 
and equipment and 
motor vehicle accident 
reconstruction/road 
safety, among many other 
areas of expertise.
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spending priority is main-
taining current township 
infrastructure, i.e. roads, 
bridges, buildings.

way we will be one of the 
best places to live.
If you had the chance 
to make one change to 
make life better in the 
municipality, what would 
it be?

One change I would 
like to see if I could wave 
a magic wand is to be able 
to have Grand River Tran-
sit to have bus services to 
our communities. Pres-
ently there are routes to 
New Hamburg and Baden 

in Wilmot and St. Jacob 
and Elmira in Woolwich. 
This opens the door to 
our community members 
having transportation into 
the cities for employment 
opportunities, entertain-
ment and it creates a more 

environmentally friendly 
option. 
What is the most 
important spending 
priority for the munici-
pality?

A balanced budget 

making sure that services 
managed for the residents 
is the most important. 
It is a give and take on 
spending whether it is 
your household budget or 
the Township of Wellesley 
budget. 

Wellesley Ward 3 
Lichty continued 
from page 15 
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News that hits home. 
Local people in action.
Sports tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Team Scores: observerxtra.com/scores

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

SportsSports Team Coghlin from the Elmira and District 
Curling Club were the victors at the women’s 
2022 Curling Club Championship held last 
weekend at the Niagara Fall Curling Club. In 
so doing, the team qualified for the Ontario 
Club Championship.

A 21-7 loss last week to Laurel Heights saw 
the EDSS senior football team’s record fall to 
1-2, falling to last place in tier 1 of WCSSAA 
play. The junior squad, however, were 27-14 
victors over their counterparts from LHSS. 
The team is tied for first in tier 1 with a record 
of 4-0.

Curling their way forward Lancers on the gridiron

CANADIAN TIRE - ELMIRA PRESENTS 

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED

Fundraising for the Family Violence Prevention Program 
(Woolwich Community Services)

FREE PRIZE DRAWS | VENDORS
DRINKS & SNACKS | ENTERTAINMENT
MASSIVE DISCOUNTS & MUCH MORE!

SUNDAY NOV 6TH 6-8PM

LADIES NIGHT 
Celebration

ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE  325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727

STEVE 
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

The upside of that 
new, wet-dog smell

calls them “rest stops” – 
within the average stretch 
of upland cover, that you 
never see until your dog 
is happily wallowing in 
them. These little gems 
are hidden in places 
like under the roots of 
blown down trees, in low 
spots on the ground, in 
stretches of tall grass and 
in tire ruts. And a flushing 
dog – heck, any good dog 
– will find them all.

How sure am I of this? 
Well, if I was on one of 
those survival shows and 
was told I was going to 
be dropped into a desert 
with just one tool of my 
choice, I would choose a 
flushing dog and I would 
never go thirsty.

I used to think Rosie 
was being deliberately 
mischievous when 
she returned to the car 
soaking wet, but now I 
realize that she is just 
being thorough. After all, 
she is often called upon 
to retrieve ducks too. 
If I know her, she’s just 
checking the places other 
dogs might have missed.

Regardless, the end 
result is always the same.

Whenever we are about 
to go for a drive, Jenn 
opens the passenger-side 
door of my car, scrunches 
her nose, and then looks 
at me and says, “Why 
don’t we take my car?”

That’s why some people 
in town think I have a 
chauffeur.

Having a car that 
smells like wet dog is so 
commonplace among 

The other day it 
occurred to me that 

I cannot definitively say 
whether my car smells 
like wet dog or my dog 
smells like wet car? We 
are well into the hunting 
season, and the lines have 
been blurred.

My strong suspicion is 
that my car smells like 
wet dog. I believe this 
to be the case primarily 
because my car does not 
charge into, lie down, 
and roll in every puddle, 
swamp, pond or mudhole 
it sees. My dog, on the 
other hand, believes these 
things are her birthright 
– and exercises that right 
every chance she gets.

A lot of people might 
suggest that the solution 
is an easy and obvious 
one. Just command your 
dog not to go into the 
water and get wet, they 
tell me.

Yeah, right.
Here’s the thing. 

They obviously have no 
experience with inade-
quately-trained dogs – 
especially of the flushing 
dog variety like my Rosie.

You see the sole 
purpose of a flushing dog 
is to cover territory in 
front of you in order to 
seek out and flush game, 
preferably within gun 
range. This means your 
average flushing dog 
covers a lot of ground and 
sees a lot of the world, 
which, if you recall, is 
two-thirds water.

And while it is easy to 
recall a dog when you see 
it eyeing a large body of 
water such as a pond or a 
lake, I have come to learn 
that there are count-
less little puddles and 
mudholes – or as Rosie 

Kings follow up loss in Stratford with 
a win over Brantford on home ice

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS SPLIT last week-
end’s games, the first 
following the departure of 
head coach Rob Collins. 
After a 3-2 loss in Strat-
ford on October 14, the 
Kings took it out on 
the visiting Brantford 
Bandits Sunday, post-
ing a 6-1 win.

Special teams were 
the difference Friday 
night in Stratford, as 
the Warriors scored 
two power-play goals 
in the second period to 
seal the win.

It was the home team 
that scored first midway 
through the opening 
period, though Elmira 
captain Adam Grein tied 
it up with less than a 
minute to go in the frame. 
Assists went to Jayden 
Lammel and Austin 
Mumby.

The Stratford power-
play goals were the only 
scoring in the second, 
giving the Warriors a 3-1 
lead after 40 minutes.

The only scoring of the 
third came late courtesy 
of Elmira’s Ryan Forwell, 
whose goal at 18:18 was 
assisted by Jackson Heron 
and Liam Eveleigh.

Shots were 31-20 in 
favour of Elmira, with 
netminder Dan Botelho 
stopping 17 in the losing 
effort. The Kings were 0-5 
on the power play, while 
Stratford went 2-5.

The score wasn’t reflec-
tive of the play, said Scott 
McMillan, the director 
of hockey operations 
who stepped in after the 
departure last week of 
Collins, who joined the 
OHL’s Guelph Storm.

“We 
were 
actually really good on 
Friday – we played a good 
game. It’s funny, we lost 
this past Friday, and we 
won two Fridays ago in 
Stratford, and I think if 
you ask Stratford they 
would probably tell you 
they played better two 
weeks ago when they 
lost. We would probably 
say we played better this 
week when they won,” 
said McMillan. “I think if 
you ask the teams, they 
probably tell you that the 
results were not reflective 
of the games that were 
played.”

The power-play goals 
in the second were the 
difference, with the young 
team learning a thing or 
two from the game, he 
added.

“It was a good effort 
from our guys. They 
(Stratford) scored two 
power-play goals – our 

penalty 
kill is usually 

over 90 per cent, so for 
us to give up two power-
play goals in the same 
game is not something 
that happens a lot,” said 
McMillan. That’s not 
reflective of our effort 
as much as just maybe 
some pucks bouncing in a 
couple of times instead of 
bouncing out like they did 
a couple of weeks ago. So 
lots of positive to build on 
from our effort on Friday 
night, for sure.”

The bounces, and pretty 
much everything else, 
went Elmira’s way Sunday 
night at the WMC.

The Kings were up 2-0 
less than five minutes 
into the game on goals by 
Logan Crans (Lammel, 
Chris Black) and Grein 
(Forwell, Eveleigh). 
Brantford got one back 
at 11:11, but the two-goal 
lead was restored just 
16 seconds later when 

Lammel scored one of his 
own, assisted by Brady 
Schwindt and Adam 
Murray.

Crans’ second of the 
night would send the 
Kings into the first inter-
mission up 4-1. Helpers 
were notched by Lammel 
and Carter Lawson.

The only scoring in the 
second period came off 
the stick of Elmira’s Luke 
Della Croce, assisted 
by Eveleigh and Brock 
Reinhart.

The Kings made it 
6-1 when Grein scored 
again at 7:47 on the power 
play, helped by Lammel 
and Madden MacDou-
gall. That’s how the score 
would stand when the 
buzzer sounded.

Shots were 39-20 in 
favour of the home team. 
Hayden Sabourin stopped 
19 to post the win. Elmira 
was 1-5 with the man 
advantage, while the 
Bandits were 0-5.

“It’s nice to have a game 
like that, where a bunch 
of guys get on the score-
board and you’re able to 
make some things happen 
offensively and gain some 
confidence,” said McMil-
lan of the win.

“Just like Friday night, 
we’re focused on our 
effort and our discipline 
as far as sticking with the 
game plan. The score that 
night tells us that things 
went the way we wanted, 
but we were more pleased 
with our guys because we 
stuck with a game plan.”

This weekend, the 
Kings (6-5) are in Brant-
ford (2-9-1) Saturday 
night, then return home 
Sunday afternoon to take 
on the conference-leading 
K-W Siskins (11-1). Game 
time is 1:30 p.m.

following the departure of 

the visiting Brantford 
Bandits Sunday, post-

Special teams were 

“We penalty 
kill is usually 

were notched by Lammel 
and Carter Lawson.

second period came off 
the stick of Elmira’s Luke 
Della Croce, assisted 
by Eveleigh and Brock 
Reinhart.

6-1 when Grein scored 
again at 7:47 on the power 
play, helped by Lammel 

→ GALEA 18
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WOOLWICH WILDCATS 
■ Atom U10 A
Oct/12/2022 vs Centre 
Wellington Fusion
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 2

■ Atom U10 A
Oct/12/2022 vs Centre 
Wellington Fusion
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 2

■ Atom U10 A
Oct/15/2022 vs Milton 
Winterhawks
HOME: 7 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Cole Metcalfe 
(2), Brayden Clemmer 
(2), Matteo Abate, Matvii 
Kamyshnyi, Daxton 
Habermehl
ASSISTS: Keegan Bakker 
(2), Jack Frey, Matteo 
Abate, Connor Shantz, 
Devin Vogel

■ Atom U10 A
Oct/15/2022 vs Milton 
Winterhawks
HOME: 7 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Cole Metcalfe 
(2), Brayden Clemmer 
(2), Matteo Abate, Matvii 
Kamyshnyi, Daxton 
Habermehl
ASSISTS: Keegan Bakker 
(2), Jack Frey, Matteo 
Abate, Connor Shantz, 

ↆ M I N O R  S P O R T S  S C O R E B O A R D
Devin Vogel

■ Atom U10 A
Oct/16/2022 vs West 
Niagara Flying Aces
HOME: 18 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Matteo Abate (6), 
Keegan Bakker (3), Brayden 
Clemmer (2), Mason 
Roadknight (2), Connor 
Shantz, Matvii Kamyshnyi, 
Devin Vogel, Jack Frey, 
Alexander Mielke
ASSISTS: Keegan Bakker 
(4), Connor Shantz (5), 
Benjamin Collison (3), 
Brayden Clemmer (3), 
Devin Vogel (2), Jack Frey 
(2), Matvii Kamyshnyi, 
Matteo Abate (2), 
Alexander Meilke

■ Atom U10 A
Oct/16/2022 vs West 
Niagara Flying Aces
HOME: 18 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Matteo Abate (6), 
Keegan Bakker (3), Brayden 
Clemmer (2), Mason 
Roadknight (2), Connor 
Shantz, Matvii Kamyshnyi, 
Devin Vogel, Jack Frey, 
Alexander Mielke
ASSISTS: Keegan Bakker 
(4), Connor Shantz (5), 
Benjamin Collison (3), 

Brayden Clemmer (3), Devin 
Vogel (2), Jack Frey (2), 
Matvii Kamyshnyi, Matteo 
Abate (2), Alexander Meilke

■ Atom U11A
Oct/12/2022 vs Milton 
Winterhawks
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 7
GOALS: Colton Cooney, 
Jack Frede (2)
ASSISTS: Xaiden Weber

■ Atom LL-1
Oct/15/2022 vs Ayr Rockets
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: Delilah Woolner (2) & 
Poppy Hicknell for the Wild
Avery Tadeson (2), Audrey 
Herr (2), & Calla Roberts for 
the Rockets
ASSISTS: Amanda Carter and 
Ava Baker for the Wild

■ Bantam U15BB
Oct/15/2022 vs Guelph 
Gryphons
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Adam Bloch, Levi 
Adams, William Krubally
ASSISTS: Harrison Hartwick
Shutouts: Mason Maurice

■ Bantam U15BB
Oct/16/2022 vs Oakville 
Rangers
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Carter Weir

WOOLWICH WILD 
■ PeeWee 7105
Oct/15/2022 vs 0
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Allie Desbarres
ASSISTS: Olivia Bright
Shutouts: Kaley Hardman

■ PeeWee U13 LL
Oct/06/2022 vs Woodstock 
Wildcats
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Keira Walsh, 
Bree Merner (2), Avery 
Clemmer, Chloe Futher, 
Bronwyn Rozema
ASSISTS: Bronwyn Rozema, 
Maria Martin, Tatianna 
Kocan (2), Chloe Futher, 
Keira Walsh,

■ PeeWee U13LL
Oct/15/2022 vs Grand River 
Mustangs
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Adelyn Wilk, Chloe 
Futher, Bree Merner
ASSISTS: Bree Merner, Claira 
Dunn

■ PeeWee U13LL
Oct/16/2022 vs Woodstock 
Wildcats
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Chloe Futher (3)
ASSISTS: Neve Kelly, Josie 
Atkinson

Shutouts: Haily Maxwell
■ PeeWee U13A
Oct/14/2022 vs Kanata 
Rangers
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Seryna Hessels
ASSISTS: Megan Nixon
Shutouts: Elle English

■ PeeWee U13A
Oct/15/2022 vs Stoney 
Creek Sabres
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Megan Nixon (2), 
Rachel Heckendorn (2),
ASSISTS: Seryna Hessels 
(2), Addison Gunn (2), Taylor 
Rayfield, Stella Grundy
Shutouts: Elle English

■ PeeWee U13A
Oct/15/2022 vs Stratford 
Aces
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Taylor Rayfield
ASSISTS: Elle Schwindt, 
Megan Nixon
Shutouts: Elle English

From your loveseat to the 
best seats in the theatre.
Fast wireless home Internet 
with truly unlimited data

Call 1-888-5XPLORE to sign up today.

Whatever your passion, wireless home Internet 
from Xplore gives your family the speed and 
reliability they need to do more.

Where available, as determined by the installer at your location. 1Offer available for new customers only and valid until November 30, 2022. Taxes extra. Price before promotional credit is $94.99 for LTE 25 and $124.99 for LTE 50. Includes rental cost of equipment. 2Speeds vary based 
on your technical configuration, traffic, servers, and other factors. Traffic management policy applies, see xplore.ca/policies. 3Plans are subject to network availability at your location. Site check fee may apply. If installation requirements go beyond the scope of a basic installation, 
additional fees apply. See dealer for details. © 2022 Xplore Inc. “Xplore” is a trade-mark of Xplore Inc.

$59 installation fee applies.3 1-year term required.

• 25 Mbps max download speed2

• Truly unlimited data
• Wi-Fi router included 

$69.99
LTE 25

For the first 12 months1
month

• 50 Mbps max download speed2

• Truly unlimited data
• Wi-Fi router included 

For the first 12 months1

$99.99
LTE 50

month

hunting dog owners that 
I am wondering why the 
car companies have not 
yet designed vehicles with 
a wet dog package – other 
than convertibles I mean.

All they would have to 
do is to throw in a rubber-
ized seat cover, add a bit 
of drainage, a blow-dryer 

setting on the heater 
console, a towel rack, 
along with an on-board 
air-freshening unit or two.  
Problem solved.

I imagine it might take 
a while for the car compa-
nies to warm up to that 
idea though.

Which is OK. I’m saving 
a bundle on gas.

GALEA: Doggedly determined to find 
as much water and mud as possible

→ FROM 17

■ PeeWee U13A
Oct/16/2022 vs St. Thomas 
Panthers
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Stella Grundy
ASSISTS:
Shutouts: Elle English

■ PeeWee U13A
Oct/16/2022 vs Barrie 
Sharks
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Ellie Clemmer, Taylor 
Rayfield, Megan Nixon (SO)
ASSISTS: Audrey English

■ Bantam U15A
Oct/15/2022 vs Saugeen-
Maitland Lightning
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Emma Huber
ASSISTS: Julia Adams

■ PeeWee U13A
Oct/14/2022 vs Brampton 
Canadettes
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Rachel Heckendorn
ASSISTS: Camrynn Dewar

observerxtra.com/scores

Submit your sports 
team’s scores online.
Deadline to be included is Wednesdays at noon
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20+ years in business

www.earandhearingclinic.com
519-669-4425

69 Arthur St. S. Elmira ON

We’re proud to welcome 
Ha-Yoon Jae to our clinical team! 

r“Our eputation is
your guarantee.”

“Our reputation is your guarantee”

He has a special interest in the Tinnitus with 
Cognitive-Behavioural Therapy (CBT) and Mindfulness approach. 

RINGING IN YOUR EARS?
Recent studies have proven that depression and 

anxiety disorders correlate with bothersome tinnitus.
M.CI.Sc., Reg. CASLPO

JULIANE SHANTZ  ·  DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

The EDSS junior girls’ basketball team played Cameron Heights in the Elmira gym on Oct. 13, with the 
visitors emerging with a 38-28 victory. Top left, Sofia Maruna catches a ball, and makes her shot. Lottie 
Martin tries to get around an opponent. Addison Mueller tries to pass from behind opposition. 
Leah Gerber

The EDSS junior football team posted a 27-14 win over Laurel Heights during a game Oct. 13 in Elmira. Bill Atwood
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The Woolwich Wild U11A team came home tournament champi-
ons this past weekend. They went undefeated for all six games, 
recording five shutouts.  Submitted

Woolwich Wild U13A defeated the Barrie Sharks in a shootout to win the Pink The Rink Tournament 
in Etobicoke. Front row: Audrey English, Brinley Fitzgerald, Elle English, Ellie Clemmer, Elle Schwindt, 
Addison Gunn, Megan Nixon. Back row: Rachel Heckendorn, Brynn Berfelz, Taylor Rayfield, Seryna 
Hessels, Lyla Naughton, Stella Grundy, McKenzie Rank, Camrynn Dewar, Sage Balog. Coaches: Karen 
Martin, Rod Martin, Kyle Grundy, Marylou Schwindt. Submitted

For trusted leadership, re-elect 

KAREN REDMAN
Chair  •  Waterloo Region

It’s a distinct privilege to serve as your 
Chair. I respect the trust you have  
placed in me. 

Your vote is important. I encourage  
you to make a commitment to our 
community’s future by participating  
in the election. I respectfully ask  
for your support.

- Karen Redman

Election Day is October 24th
Internet & phone voting 
available in Woolwich Township
 

Connect with Karen: 
redman4region@gmail.com
519-577-8248
karen-redman.com

authorized by the CFO for the  
Karen Redman campaign

2022

Annual Elmira Quilt Auction 
Saturday, October 29th from 8:00am-3:30pm

At the Elmira Produce Auction Cooperative Inc. (EPAC) 7400 Reid Woods Drive, Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z1

The General and Quilt auctions will be held live at EPAC 
in tandem with an on-line auction hosted by Jantzi Auctions

Outdoor Auction 9:30am, General Auction 10:00am with new furniture starting 12:00pm & the Quilt Auction at 1:00pm

HUGE BAKE TABLE OPEN BOTH DAYS
BBQ Beef Brisket Dinner 

Friday, October 28th from 5:30pm-8:00pm or until sold out
At the Elmira Produce Auction Cooperative Inc. (EPAC) 7400 Reid Woods Drive, Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z1

TAKE OUT DINNERS ALSO AVAILABLE
Beef brisket on a bun, potato salad, baked beans and a beverage.

Beef dinner tickets are $15 in advance and $18 at the door until sold out.
(Childs meal - hot dog, chips and a beverage for $5.00)

Tickets available for purchase at Elmira District Community Living—call Karole 519-669-3205 x 221

EDCL Admin Office: 118 Barnswallow Drive, Elmira, N3B 2Y9. If you wish to make a monetary donation, please make the cheque payable to 
Elmira District Community Living.  (Please write ‘Auction’ in the memo section.) All donations gratefully accepted.

A charitable income tax receipt will be provided as per the Canada Revenue Agency regulations.
All proceeds help fund supports and services for individuals supported by Elmira District Community Living. 

Izzy Speiran from the EDSS tennis team won Elmira's first WCSSAA senior tennis title in more than 
25 years. The tennis team's girls, boys, and mixed doubles also reached the semifinals of the tour-
nament. Izzy will be headed to CWOSSA next week, with the potential of heading to OFSAA in the 
spring.  Submitted
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

BusinessBusiness The Conference Board of Canada’s latest 
Canadian outlook calls for economic output 
to slow to a near standstill over the next three 
quarters. Real GDP growth of just 1.2% is fore-
cast for 2023, followed by a modest rebound 
of 2.7% for 2024. This follows an estimated 
3% cent gain in 2022, as remaining pandemic 
restrictions were lifted and households 
regained more normal consumption patterns.

The trend in housing starts was 276,682 
units in September, up 3% from 267,813 units 
in August, according to Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation (CMHC). After a 
boom recorded in 2021, housing starts in 
the country's six largest census metropolitan 
areas (CMAs) fell 5% in the first half of 2022.

Economic output to slow Mixed housing starts

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

PUMPKIN FARMS IN 
THE REGION are making 
adjustments to something 
like a post-COVID season, 
one that also follows 
a drier than normal 
summer.

“The dry weather defi-
nitely had an impact on 
everything,” said Karen 
Good of Good Family 
Pumpkins, which sells 
more than 100 varieties 
of squash, pumpkins and 
gourds just east of Water-
loo.

“You just never know 

Local pumpkin producers 
making the most of October

It’s a busy time right now for producers such as Karen Good of Goof Family Pumpkins. Bill Atwood

what you’re going to get 
from one year to the next; 
our stuff this year was a 
little smaller than what it 
normally is. So some of our 
pumpkins that usually get 
a little bit bigger are now 
just a little smaller. And 
some of the squash that 
usually get five or six on a 
vine only got maybe three 
or four,” Good said of the 
weather’s impact.

“Usually you can almost 
count on at least around 
an inch of rain every week. 
That’s really nice growing 
conditions. We didn’t get 
that at all this year,” She 
added.

The Downey family’s 
pumpkin patch and apple 
orchard  near Breslau also 
saw the impact of a drier 
growing season.

“Our fruit wasn’t able 
to size up in the way we 
wanted it to. So we had 
a lot smaller production 
this year. We’re not on 
irrigation or anything, 
so we lost a little bit of 
production, but it wasn’t 
a huge impact,” said Tyler 
Downey.

Benjamin Tree Farm, 
which is run by Gerard and 
Sarah Demaiter has had a 
“good season overall.”

“We’ve had colder 

weather earlier this year, 
which is not conducive for 
families that want to come 
outside and do things like 
enjoy the fall because it 
has been colder. It’s also 
been I would say, maybe a 
wetter fall which is a good 
thing considering how 
dry it was this summer,” 
Gerard said.

“The majority of 
customers want to come 
out on the weekend, and 
I think overall, we’ve 
had a pretty good run of 
weekends where it’s been 
sunny. That’s been good, 
because if it rains all day, 

→ PUMPKIN SEASON 23

After a dry summer for farmers, pumpkins, gourds, pick-your-own apples and corn 
mazes are among the offerings available on area farms OWEN 

ROBERTS 
Food For 
Thought

Farmers will 
decarbonize the 

food system

Climate change is a 
challenge for farm-

ers, but it’s also a huge 
opportunity for them, 
according to an Ontar-
io-based value chain 
management company. In 
fact, it’s one of the great-
est opportunities avail-
able to farms and food 
businesses – if they’re 
ready for it, and willing to 
work together.

In a recently released 
paper, Value Chain 
Management Interna-
tional (VCMI) says players 
in the agri-food system 
could actually profit 
from “decarbonizing” the 
agri-food industry if they 
make a plan to put their 
collective minds to it.

It seems logical. 
Consumers and govern-
ments want the industry 
to be environmentally 
responsible. That’s made 
even better if farmers are 
in the picture. They have 
high public trust value 
that looks good on the 
industries that deal with 
them.

Internationally, VCMI 
says almost 200 coun-
tries and states have 
committed to massively 
reduce greenhouse gas. 
Importers are looking at 
suppliers for environmen-
tal standards that they 
themselves may not even 
adhere to. 

That’s frustrating for a 
global exporting nation. 
Business sees it all as 
a threat and an added 
cost, leading to what the 
VMCI paper’s authors call 
“defensive postures and 
few meaningful strate-
gies.” Farmers get bowled 

over by industry, by 
having to meet commit-
ments that industry’s 
made to get a sale, but 
without the farmers’ best 
interests in mind.

Instead, VCMI calls for 
establishing and main-
taining the collaborative 
relationships required 
to enable members of a 
value chain to achieve 
outcomes that are impos-
sible by acting alone.

It admits a big prob-
lem is that transactional 
trading relationships have 
existed since industrial-
ization in the 1700s. 

It’s an ingrained model, 
but if ever there was a 
time to change it, it’s now.

Everyone is pointing 
at everyone else as the 
problem instead of the 
solution. Consumers 
decry grocery stores, 
processors and manu-
facturers for high prices, 
who decry their suppliers: 
farmers. Farmers decry 
governments for not 
helping offset high input 
prices, especially fertil-
izer. Fertilizer companies 
decry high energy prices. 
Energy producers decry 
Russians. 

Is there not some-
where along the chain 
that people could work 
together instead of blam-
ing each other?

A willingness to work 
together is the key, says 
VCMI. “The primary 
factor in decarbonizing 

→ ROBERTS 23

Be�er feet, 
be�er you! 
FootCare Clinic in Elmira 
at the Clock Tower
For appointments call/text at 
519-722-2976 or get details at
www.gabisfootcare.ca. www.perfectpitchhearing.com

29A Church St. W. Elmira, ON

519-210-3030
29A Church St. W. Elmira, ON

519-210-3030
WE’RE THE PERFECT CHOICE

FOR ALL YOUR HEARING NEEDS

BOOK A FREE HEARING TEST TODAY!

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca



22  |  B U S I N E S S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, October 20, 2022

on Lexington

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

Booking Tours EVERY DAY!  
Call to schedule yours!

WWW.HYGATELIVING.COM

215 Lexington Rd, Waterloo
519-501-1131   INFO@HYGATELIVING.COM
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X
Vote Kayla Grant

For Woolwich Township Ward 3

Election Day is Oct. 24 
Vote online or by phone now!

Vote for:
• Better communication and transparency 

from council so you can have your say.
• Homes families can afford while protecting 

the character of the communities we love.
• Responsible spending and fair distribution of 

your tax dollars.

Vote for representation that matters

Approved by the CFO for the Kayla Grant Campaign

it’s basically a write-off. 
But overall, I would say the 
weather’s been favourable 
on the weekends,” he said.

While other businesses 
took a hit during the 
pandemic, farms like these 
experienced an increase in 
customers.

“It started forcing 
people to do more things 
around the community. 
And finding easy enter-
tainment, [while] they 
couldn’t travel or leave 
the country. So then we 
just started getting really 
busy. So, honestly, COVID 
kind of helped us in a way 
because people couldn’t 
really go anywhere they 
had to do stuff around 
them,” Downey said.

Good saw an increase of 
people wanting their prod-
ucts for decorations while 
they were staying home. 

“So they weren’t going 
to the cottage for Thanks-
giving. They weren’t going 
on any kind of vacation at 
Thanksgiving or Hallow-
een or wherever in the 
fall. They were staying at 
home. So they wanted to 
decorate their places and 
make it look nice,” she 
said.

Benjamin Tree Farm, 
which has been selling 

Christmas trees since 1986, 
started selling pumpkins 
in 2020. Although they do 
not have experience selling 
pumpkins in a non-COVID 
year, they are not making 
huge adjustments for the 
current season.

“Nothing formal, by any 
means. But just what will 
be will be, what happens 
is what happens. This 
is a whole new business 
venture – it’s been a big 
learning curve for us,” 
Demaiter said.

The tree farm, which 
also has a corn maze and 
a playground aptly named 
“Spooky Sands,” has 
been seeing increase in 
school field trips, which 
Demaiter attributed to the 
provincial government’s 
plan to get kids back on 
track.  

“Field trips are part 
of what they want to 
promote. We have a class 
every morning and every 
afternoon for the four 
weeks of October, which 
has been great. We’ve had 
really good feedback from 
teachers about the tours 
that we’ve been offering. 
So that is new this year. 
Last year we only did 
about five tours, and this 
year we did five tours in 
the first two days,” he said.

PUMPKIN SEASON: Getting back to normal activities, 
though pandemic led to more activity at the farm gate

→ FROM 21 To keep customers 
engaged, the Downeys 
have added a corn maze to 
their location.

“What really encour-
aged me to do a corn 
maze was people coming 
here for the afternoon 
to come pick apples and 
there’s so many apples 
picked – their kids were 
filling the bag so fast – I 
was like, ‘OK, I want to 
provide people with more 
things to do,’” Downey 
explained.

They also feature a 
1,000-pound pumpkin 
grown by a neighbour 
and plan on adding more 
apple trees in future years.

“We put in four acres of 
trees last year, about 3,500 
trees we put in, and this 
year we put in an addi-
tional 7,500 trees. Every 
year from now on we plan 
on growing a couple thou-
sand trees a year,” Downey 
explained.

Although their apple 
season is over, the 
Downey farm will remain 
open until October 31. 
Benjamin Tree Farm will 
also close on Halloween 
and re-open to sell Christ-
mas trees on November 19. 
The Goods will be selling 
squash until mid-Novem-
ber.

ROBERTS: Farmers at the forefront of the environment
→ FROM 21

the food system…is not 
technology,” it says, “it’s 
farmers’ and downstream 
businesses willingness 
and commitment to 
collaborate and innovate.”

That’s the starting 
point. Technology is often 
held out as a panacea 
for agri-food progress, 
because it’s so difficult 
finding labour or it’s so 
challenging growing crops 
and raising livestock 
without it.

But without trust and 
cooperation, technology 

won’t go anywhere.
VCMI points to regen-

erative agriculture as an 
example. Farmers who 
subscribe to sustainable, 
regenerative production 
techniques to improve 
their soil ultimately 
capture more carbon. 
Their approach might 
be less profitable than 
pouring copious quanti-
ties of fertilizer on their 
land. But they’re being 
responsible, producing 
fewer emissions and lead-
ing the way for the whole 
sector. That has to be 

worth something to their 
suppliers.

This would be an easier 
sell if inflation wasn’t 
raging away and the 
discussions about the 
environment weren’t 
clouded by economic 
fears. But farmers are 
at the front end of both 
the environment and 
the economy. It makes 
sense that we look to 
them for leadership, call 
on the entire industry to 
support them and think 
twice about where value is 
found. 



AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

THE OBSERVER | Thursday, October 20, 2022 | 24

Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

ArtsArts Drayton Entertainment this week announced 
youth auditions for its new High School 
Musical Production Program, which allows 
high school students from Waterloo Region 
to participate in a fully-staged Drayton 
Entertainment Youth Academy Production. 
Legally Blonde the Musical is set to run Feb. 
15-26 at the St. Jacobs Country Playhouse.
www.draytonentertainment.com

The Dance at The Registry series continues 
Oct. 28 with Firewater Thunderbird Rising 
by Friday Creeations. Christine Friday 
choreographs and performs this expres-
sion of Indigenous contemporary dance. 
There will also be a screening of Path 
Without End, a documentary dance film.
www.registrytheatre.com

High school musical Indigenous dance

DAN HOLT
Elect

Your Full-time Ward 1 Councillor
https://sites.google.com/view/votefordanholt/home          votedanholt@gmail.com       

YOUR 
VOICE! 

YOUR 
CHOICE!

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

ELMIRA THEATRE 
COMPANY’S UPCOMING 
PRODUCTION of Old 
Love by Norm Foster is 
the group’s first perfor-
mance since March 2020, 
at least one that’s not 
been delayed due to the 
pandemic. 

“Fingers crossed. 
There’s two and a half 
weeks till opening night – 
the show before this one 
ended up going on two 
months old. And then the 
show before that was put 
on hold for almost two 
years,” said director Thom 
Smith.

“This is the first 
show where we’ve 
drilled down and 
said, ‘OK, we 
started rehears-
ing in August, 
and we’re open-
ing in Novem-
ber.’ So 
it’s 
been 

kind of tough 
when you’re 
sort of saying 

we’re 
going 

to 

A story of perseverance... and some laughs 

Robb Judd is Bud and Cathy Moore is Molly in the ETC production of Old Love.   Bill Atwood

Elmira Theatre Company presents the Norm Foster classic Old Love as it looks to return to a post-pandemic schedule

meet our deadlines – 
it’s been a little bit of a 
push that way,” Smith 
explained.

Spanning 25 years, Old 
Love follows the story of 
Bud Mitchell (Robb Judd) 
who starts a new job work-
ing for Arthur Graham. 
At the company Christ-
mas party, Bud meets 
Arthur’s wife, Molly. While 
Bud feels an immediate 
attraction to Molly, she 
takes little notice of him. 
The two meet again at the 
following Christmas party, 
with Molly having no 
recollection of Bud. 

Following a third 
meeting at an art gallery 
– where Molly again does 
not remember him – the 
company is sold and the 
pair have no contact for 23 
years. That is until Bud, 
who is now in charge of 
the company, is notified 
of his old boss’ death 
and attends the funeral 
where he hopes to spark a 

connection with Molly. 
“He’s been divorced for 

20 some years and she’s 
freshly widowed. It’s his 
chance to try and realize 
his romantic interest with 
Molly,” explained Smith.

While the play makes 
several switches between 
past and present the 

production team is devel-
oping ways to indicate 
that to the audience, such 
as costume changes and 
lighting.

“You have to be able 
to keep the audience on 
track with where you are 
with respect to the time 
period you’re in,” Smith 
explained.

The performance also 
includes fourth wall 
breaking and high energy 
monologues to keep the 
audience engaged. 

“I’ve nothing against 
William Shakespeare, but 
[the monologues] can’t 
be delivered in a Shake-
spearean manner. So the 
characters…when they’re 
talking to the audience, 
we’re trying to bring the 
audience into conversa-
tion. It’s like you’re sitting 
down at a table and you’re 
talking about something 
that’s going on,” Smith 
added.

Joining Judd and Moore 

in the cast are Michael 
Grant, who plays both 
Arthur Sr. and Arthur Jr. 
and Jessica Blondin, who 
plays Bud’s wife Kitty, and 
Arthur Jr.’s wife Kendra. 
Each of the cast brings a 
unique perspective to the 
production, Smith said.

“Rob and Kathy both 
bring a fair amount of 
stage experience with 
them. Mike Grant is not 
only an actor, he’s also 
a playwright, and he’s 
written a number of plays 
that we’ve previously 
premiered here. Jessica 
has come from a theatrical 
schooling background, 
and she has worked in 
musical theatre and 
dance, so she brings that 
level as well,” said Smith.

The two main characters 
also provide the conduits 
for the message Smith is 
hoping to send.

“I think one of the key 
things that I’m hoping gets 
across to people is to never 
give up on your dreams, no 
matter how long it takes. 
And don’t give up on your-
self. Bud is the don’t give 
up on your dreams and 
Molly is the don’t give up 
on yourself,” he said.

“Try to keep happy, and 
try to, you know, enjoy 
life and not give into what 
other people tell you you 
should or shouldn’t be 
doing, or how you should 
be behaving,”

The ETC production Old 
Love runs November 4-6, 
10-13 and 17-19 at the orga-
nization’s Howard Avenue 
facility. Show times are 
Thursdays-Saturdays at 8 
p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are available via 
KW Tickets at 1-800-265-
8977 or 519-578-1570 or 
online at www.elmirathe-
atre.com.

years,” said director Thom 
Smith.

“This is the first 
show where we’ve 
drilled down and 
said, ‘OK, we 
started rehears-
ing in August, 
and we’re open-
ing in Novem-
ber.’ So 
it’s 
been 

kind of tough 
when you’re 
sort of saying 

we’re 
going 

to 

Robb Judd is Bud and Cathy Moore is Molly in the ETC production of Old Love.   

meet our deadlines – 
it’s been a little bit of a 
push that way,” Smith 
explained.

Love follows the story of 
Bud Mitchell (Robb Judd) 
who starts a new job work-
ing for Arthur Graham. 
At the company Christ-
mas party, Bud meets 
Arthur’s wife, Molly. While 
Bud feels an immediate 
attraction to Molly, she 
takes little notice of him. 
The two meet again at the 
following Christmas party, 
with Molly having no 
recollection of Bud. 

meeting at an art gallery 
– where Molly again does 
not remember him – the 
company is sold and the 
pair have no contact for 23 
years. That is until Bud, 
who is now in charge of 
the company, is notified 
of his old boss’ death 
and attends the funeral 
where he hopes to spark a 

Cathy Moore during rehears-
al this week for the show that 
opens Nov. 4.
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted
HILLCREST HOME 
BAKING IS LOOKING 
for help in the bakery 
3-4 days a week. Call 
519-669-1381.

Work Wanted
HARD WORKING 
MALE WITH TRANS-
portation looking for 
full time work. Call Rob 
519-591-6274.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

WE ARE HIRING
Cabinet Engineering 

Cabinet Sales & Design 

Cabinet Finisher 

Cabinet Install

Cabinet Installer
(Bracebridge Location)

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and 
growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Job Duties – Duties will include but are not limited to the following:

This position will require the successful candidate to provide 
specialized transportation within The Region of Waterloo, 
specifically in Wilmot, Woolwich and Wellesley. 

Qualifications
• Carry a valid Class B, C, E, or F drivers licence with a clear  

abstract. 
• Verified clear Vulnerable Sector check and a clear Criminal 

Record check.
• Familiarity with the Region of Waterloo specifically in the 

Regions of Wilmot, Woolwich and Wellesley.
• Excellent customer relations with good organizational skills.
• Physical fitness - able to attend to persons with special needs 

who require transportation. 
• Vaccinated against Covid-19 - as the successful candidate 

will be working with vulnerable clientele
• The successful candidate must be willing to learn all aspects 

of the position.

Job Type: Casual Part-time
Expected hours of work: 20-24 hours per week, shift hours vary 
from 4 - 12 hours with 2-3 shifts per week.
Remuneration: $20.17-$25.81 per hour depending on experience.
Ability to reliably commute/relocate to Elmira, ON

Drop off a resume at our office in Elmira 
during regular business hours or 

email resume to jobs@k-transit.com. 

Thank you to all who apply, only successful 
candidates will be contacted for an interview.

SPECIALIZED TRANSIT 
VEHICLE OPERATOR

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

LIVE AUCTION 
SALE

Of
Farm equipment, household goods, antiques 

and miscellaneous items, to be held at  
1290 Martin Creek Rd. Woolwich Twp.  

(South off Lobsinger Line between 
Heidelberg and Wagner’s Corner, Waterloo), for

Selina and The Late Rueben S. Martin, on

TUES, NOV 1ST @ 12:00 NOON

EQUIPMENT & MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS:  
JF GCS 3200 – 9ft. discbine. 225 bushel 
gravity wagon. 10 ½ ft. flat rack wagon. JD 
12ft. disc. JD 3ph plow. 4 row 3ph scuffler.  
18ft. seed elevator. 2 sets of duals (18.4 X 
30in. and 18.4 X 34in.). 3ph pulley.  Lincoln 225 
ac welder.  Canopy off a CIH JX100. Electric 
concrete vibrator. Tools plus a wagonload of 
farm related items.  
HOUSEHOLD:  Propane stove. Dryer. 3 
chests of drawers. 2 wooden beds. Sofa bed.  
Ext. table with leaves. 12 wooden stacking 
chairs. Bedding. Cookware. Assorted dishes.  
Canning pots. Puzzles & games. Books.  
Quilts. Mats.  Family Life & Young Companion 
magazines.  Sealers, etc.
ANTIQUES:  Flat wall cupboard & single 
door storage cupboard (both formerly built-
in).  Dresser.  Press back rocker.  New Haven 
mantle clock. Oil lamps. Old pin cushion. List 
goes on.
NOTE – Plan to attend!
See www.gerberauctions.net for photos.  
TERMS – Cash, debit or cheque with I.D.  
5% buyer’s premium.
PROPRIETOR – Selina Martin (Noah Martin 
519-664-1237)

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

Auction

For Sale
FALL SALE AT HILL-
CREST HOMEBAKING. 
October 18- 29, 2022. 
10% off all fabrics, 
including polyesters, 
polycottons, 100% 
cottons, knits, flannel, 
fleece, covering mate-
rial etc. 10% off table-
cloths and hosiery; 50% 
off selected fabrics: 
$5.99 m to $7.99 m on 
selected cottons; 15% 
off selected storybooks. 
Frozen wieners $3.50; 
frozen Minute Maid 
$1.00 ea.; Peas frozen 1 
lb $2.25, while supplies 
last. 8 place setting 
gold and light green 
rim, light rose etc., Reg. 
$169.00 now $95.00. 
We will also have some 
closeout dishes. CHECK 
OUT OUR GARAGE for 
some used furniture 
and discounted and 
discontinued items!! Did 
you know we sell micro-
fibre that works well for 
dairy towels? Also in 
stock - stainless steel 
and plastic clothes-
pins, designed not to 
rust, twist or break. 
New style puzzles in 
stock, nice pictures 
with words. Hillcrest, 
2192 Floradale Rd. 
519-669-1381.

For Sale
HILLTOP FABRICS FALL 
SALE. OCT. 24TH - 
29th. 10% off storewide. 
Open 9 - 5 every day 
that week. 4785 Perth 
Line 67, Milverton, On. 
519-595-4344.

LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haff-
n e r  T r u c k i n g , 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

ROXTON DINING 
ROOM SUITE: TABLE 
extends to 78 inches. 6 
chairs plus a captain's 
chair. Hutch and China 
cabinet 66 inches 
wide. All in excellent 
condition. asking 
$700.00. Plus much 
other furniture. Moving 
to a retirement home. 
Call 519-885-4098.

DOUBLE BED WITH 
BEDDING, HIDEABED 
with footstool, couch 
(love seat), 2 enter-
tainment cabinets 16"X 
30"X 77", 5CF chest 
freezer. 519-885-4098.

For Sale
TREES & SHRUBS FOR 
SALE. SHADE TREES; 
apple, pear, peach, 
plum, cherry, apricot, 
nectarines; blue-
berries, aroniaberry, 
grapes, rhubarb, 
raspberries, etc; blue 
spruce, white spruce, 
Norway spruce & lots 
of nice cedars to make 
green fence hedges & 
windbreaks. Range 1-6 
feet tall. Now is a good 
time to plant! Excellent 
quality plants. Stop in 
Monday to Saturday, 7 
a.m. - 6 p.m. at Martin's 
Nursery, c/o Emanuel 
E.M. Martin, 42661 
Orangehill Rd., Wrox-
eter Ont. N0G 2X0. (1 
km north of Wroxeter 
on Belmore Line).

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George Haff-
ner Trucking 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

SEED WHEAT AND 
FERTILIZER COMPET-
itive pricing. Rye seed, 
winter barley. Hard red 
wheat Pro 81, Lexing-
ton. Soft red wheats 
Marker, Branson, 
Cruze, Blaze, B654 and 
more. Call George Haff-
ner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

Wanted
STILL HERE BUYING 
ALL GOLD AND SILVER 
jewellery & watches, 
including Rolex, Tudor, 
Omega, IWC, Patek, 
Breitling, all high grade 
watches , all pocket 
watches, military 
items, toys, clocks, 
fountain pens, all coins 
and paper money. Fair 
honest prices. 40+ 
years in business. Call 
Terry @ 519-242-6900 
or gallamore@golden.
net. Call anytime. 
Prompt service.

Trades & 
Services

C U S TO M  A P P L E 
PRESSING & JUICE 
sales by appointment 
only. Cedar Ridge 
Pressing, Wesley 
Martin, 3175 Northfield 
Dr. Elmira, On. N3B 2Z1. 
519-669-3541.

Trades & 
Services

DO YOU REQUIRE 
FALL FLOWER BED OR 
yard cleanup, or inte-
rior painting before 
the holiday season ? 
Experienced, reason-
able rates. Call or text 
519-465-3477.

Garage Sales
HUGE GARAGE SALE. 
24 EBY ST. ST. JACOBS 
Fri. Oct. 21 - 2-5, Sat. 
Oct. 22 - 9-2; Fri. Oct. 
28 - 2-5, Sat. Oct. 29 
- 9-2. Lots of new and 
used things. School 
items, toys, kitchen 
items, Halloween, 
Christmas, luggage, 
kids & adult clothing, 
linens, blankets, towels 
and more! Funds raised 
will be donated to the 
Waterloo Region Food 
Bank.

Real Estate
JUST LISTED! 42 
POFFENROTH PATH. 
This beautifully land-
scaped, 3 bedroom, 3 
bathroom semi is the 
perfect opportunity 
for first time home 
buyers or down-sizers! 
Close to parks, trails, 
and a short drive to 
St. Jacobs Farmers 
Market and Waterloo. 
Large living/dining 
area on the main floor 
with sliding doors to 
the fully fenced yard 
with a great sized deck 
for entertaining! Solid 
wood cabinetry in the 
kitchen, with a brand 
new dishwasher. Vinyl 
California shutters 
in the bedrooms and 
bathrooms. Other 
upgrades include: hot 
water tank (2018), 
new roof (2021), new 
furnace with built-in 
humidifier and central 
air (2022), and you 
have a 3pc rough-in 
bathroom in the base-
ment! Don't miss your 
chance to check this 
home out! Listed for 
$679,900.

10% Discount on 
Fabric Store Wide

Additional In-Store discounts!

 Come and check out 
our new Fall arrivals!

 
Rib Knits, Swiss Dot, Poly 
Cotton, Denim, Liverpool, 
Poly Cottons, Stretch and 

Non-Stretch Polyester.
 Extended hours 

during Sale Weeks 
 Tues- Fri 9:30 am - 8:30 pm

Sat 9:30 am -4:00 pm

83 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-210-2040

For Sale

Auctions 
Continue on 

page 27
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Many In-Stock or Custom Bathroom Vanities, Kitchen Cabinetry, Flooring 
and Tiles, Blinds, Shades, Fashion Plumbing • Our experienced personell 
and designer will help you work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

(ELMIRA)

Martin’s Nursery 
Hydrangea Shrubs & Trees
Shade & Flowering Trees 
Large selection of fruit trees
(fruit bearing age)
Hedging & Windbreaks
Spruce, Pine, Cedars
Shrubs, Grasses 
& much 
more! 

HONEY FOR SALE 
BEE Supplies Etc. 

We sell a complete line 
of Bee Supplies; including 

Extracting Equipment, jars, 
pails, Varroa mite treatments 

and Bees, Nucs, Queens.

C/O EMANUEL E.M. MARTIN 
42661 Orangehill Road, RR#1, Wroxeter, ON
1 Concession North of Wroxeter on Belmore Line

Mon. – Sat. 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

ORHBS Select Queens (Weekly) 

Contact us for all your
Custom or Replacement

Tarps & Covers!
▪ Bale covers in stock
▪ Patio canopy repairs

Irvin Martin
trailviewmfg@gmail.com 226-584-0923
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LIVE AUCTION 
SALE

Of
Antique tractors, Polaris Side-by-Side, 
JD Gator, Riding lawn mowers, tools, 

household goods & more, to be held at  
7129 Smith Rd. Cambridge, Puslinch Twp. 
(401, north on Highway 6, east of County 
Rd. 34,  right on Smith Rd. 1km west of 

Aberfoyle, 3km southeast of Guelph), for 
Dave Doughty, on

SAT, OCT 29TH @ 10:00 A.M.

COCKSHUTT 35L DELUXE TRACTOR, 
wide front, good condition. Ford 800 tractor, 
rare pie wheel weights, 4800 hours, good 
condition.  2014 Polaris Ranger 900XP EFI side-
by-side, Moose 6ft. plow, winch, work rack, 1 
owner, excellent condition, 1450km. JD TX 
4X2 gator, 4 years old, 100 hours, excellent.  
JD 445 riding lawn mower, 22hp V-twin, liquid 
cooled, hydrostatic, 54in. deck, 400 hours 
on replaced motor, JD MC519 cart bagger 
(bagger selling separately). Husqvarna 
2354GXLS riding lawn mower, 23hp, 54in. 260 
hours on a replaced motor. Brinly pull type 
fertilizer spreader. 42in. lawn sweeper with 
attached thatcher. 2 gas push mowers (1 
Honda).  Stihl FS90R weed trimmer.  Echo gas 
hedge trimmer & leaf blower.  Craftsman 6hp 
air compressor.  Craftsman rolling tool chest.  
Campbell Hausfeld pressure washer, 2400 
psi, 2.2 GPM. Heavy duty battery charger.  
Bench grinder. Hand and power tools, plus 
more. Racking and shelving.  Water fountain.  
Barbeques.  Patio furniture.  Frigidiare fridge.  
Peppler 2pc. queen bedroom suite. Gibbard 
9pc. solid wood dining room suite (table, 
6 chairs, server, hutch/buffet) in excellent 
condition.  Oak 2pc. hutch/buffet, nice. Curio 
cabinet.  Black leather loveseat.  8pc. wicker 
set. Office furniture. Freespirit Crosstrainer 
970. Cranberry glass, Royal Doultons, crystal, 
etc. Bridle Rose and Lavender Rose china.  
3 Angus plaqued prints (American Angus 
Association).  Home décor, etc. 
SALE ORDER – wagonload, household, 
larger items.  
TERMS – Cash, debit or cheque with I.D.  
5% buyer’s premium. Lunch booth.
PROPRIETOR – Dave Doughty (Robert 519-
841-1833)

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-445

Auction

Elmira Charity Quilt Auction
At Elmira Produce Auction Cooperative (EPAC), 

7400 Reid Woods Drive, Elmira

QUILTS ◊ SOLID WOOD FURNITURE ◊ FOOD ◊ SILENT AUCTION

Friday, October 28th 5:30 - 9 pm
BEEF BRISKET Dinner 5:30 to 8:00 PM or until sold out

Preview Quilts, New Furniture and Farm eq.
Bid on Silent Auction items

Bake Table and Treasure Table are OPEN
Popcorn, Pie & Ice Cream

Auction Day - Saturday, October 29
 Doors open at: 8:55 am 

Silent Auction ( closes @ 12:30 p.m.)
9:30 am - Live only outside Auction  (Wagon Load)

Live & online auction
10:00 General auction & Farm Eq. (inside)

12:00 Noon Auction of Handcrafted Wood Furniture
1:00 PM – Quilt Auction

Auction Sale Listing
QUILTS:  This Year’s Collection Features 190 Beautiful Quilts, Wall Hangings, 
Comforters, Crib Quilts, Carpet strips, Afghans and Hooked Rugs 

NEW  & USED FARM EQUIPMENT:  6 – ST205/75R15 tires on 5 bolt rims, 4- 
ST225/75R15 on 6 Bolt Rims, 4 –14 ply 12.5 X 16 on 6 bolt rims,  HLA 39” single 
prong bale spear JD640, HLA 39” 2-prong bucket Spear, HLA, 77” Stone Fork retainer 
Tine SS Qtach, HLA 2000LB Pallet Fork SS Q tach,  M.K. 6’ Light duty grader blade, 85 
lb. tow behind lawn fertilizer spreader, 7 step aluminum orchard ladder (used), Bench 
model drill press (used), Int. 600 Forage blower (used), Flat rack w/Horst 8 Ton double 
reach wagon (used), 6’ farm gate, Energy free S.S. water bowl,  Assorted lumber & 
many more items not listed here!

NEW FURNITURE:  Lots of outdoor furniture,  4-Folding chairs, Single size bed, Live 
edge coffee table, Shelves w/ rail nail hooks, Cedar chest, Large oak chest w/cedar 
lining, Folding dryer racks, 7-step �ower stand, Rustic hall tree, Deacons bench, Coffee 
table & 2- end tables, Framed mirror, Area Rug 5’3” X 7’7”, Concrete bird bath, 
Wooden wagon wheels, Handcrafted wooden train, Oak hutch & buffet (un�nished),  
Bar table, Wooden carved eagle (ornament),  Hand crafted horses & buckboard 
wagon, Replica of Peggy’s Cove Light House, and many more items not listed here! 

SILENT AUCTION: Extensive selection of gift certi�cates for;  Corn seed, Grass seed, 
Feed, Mulch, Gift cards & baskets, & many more: New: Viking Safety boots, 
Handbag/purse,  MF Die cast tractor, Toy tractors & equipment, GT225 Echo trimmer,  
Woodpecker clock, Stainless steel canner, Maple Syrup, 42–4X5 Bales straw (round)  
& more items coming!

Note: Friday night silent auction geared more for children!

General Auction: 12” Lighthouse lantern, Handcrafted wooden bowl, Antique Clock, 45 
Pc. China set, NH toy tractor & equipment, Work boots, Dog feed, Anti-freeze, Premium 
auto safety kit, Erie wheelbarrow,  Garden seeder, Auto darking welding helmet, 4.5” 
Makita corded grinder, Grease gun & case of grease, Milwaukee M18  2 gal. wet/dry 
vacuum, 229 pc. Stanley Pro. Grade socket set, Surge & lightening protector, KM91 
Stihl spilt shaft unit w/ string trimmer att., BG50 Stihl leaf blower, MS170 Stihl chain 
saw, FS40C Stihl trimmer, Pressure cooker, Conway wind chimes, 14” Portable charcoal 
grill, Schwinn 26” girls bicycle (used), Chicken nests, Calf blankets, Dog feed, Maple 
Syrup, summer sausage, chicken burgers

Partial List Only - Many more items arriving at publishing time.

Auction by:  Jantzi Auctions & Ontario Hibid ( https://jantziauctions.hibid.com/auctions/ )

TERMS:  Cash, Cheque, INTERAC, VISA, MASTERCARD 

 Not responsible for accidents or loss.

All Articles Donated
All proceeds to Elmira District Community Living (EDCL)

Ph: (519) 669-3205  
Or visit our website at https://elmiraquiltauction.com

Go to: mrjutzi.hibid.com/auctions

www.mrjutzi.ca

M. R. JUTZI & Co.
5100 Fountain St. N., Breslau   519.648.2111

So� Close 2:00 pm November 1stSo� Close 2:00 pm November 1

OCTOBER TOOL & EQUIPMENT
TIMED ONLINE AUCTION

Cars and Trucks
Saturday, October 29th  at 9:30 am

Cars and Trucks

OCTOBER VEHICLE AUCTION
-  WEBCAST ONLINE

Auction

LIVE AUCTION 
SALE

Of
Metal Fabricating tools, good hand tools, 
welders, welding steel, hardware, scrap 

metal and much more, to be held at  
100 Bonnie Crescent in Elmira  

(East off Arthur St. at Tim Hortons,  
north on Union, watch for signs), for

Stu Vogel Welding, on

SAT, NOV 5TH AT 8:30 A.M.

EQUIPMENT AND TOOLS:  JD 30th Ann. 
gun safe, 5ft. tall X 36in. wide X 28in. deep, 
excellent condition. Older zoom boom, runs 
but needs work. Tarnow, Poland metal lathe, 
5ft. bed, 10in. swing, 600 volt. Bridgeport 
Milling machine with accessories, 600 
volt. Archdale, England radial drill with 
various sized chucks. Nelson 3 ton, 600 
volt overhead crane (to be dismantled).  
Richard-Wilcox 3 ton, 600 volt overhead 
crane, twisted cable (to be dismantled).  
Stationary air compressor.  Portable Lincoln 
250 amp welder powered by a 4 cylinder 
diesel Thermal Dynamics Cutmaster 100 
plasma cutter, 600 volt.  Lincoln AC/DC 600 
volt welder on casters. Hobart R-400-S 
stick welder. Phoenix Dry Rod electrode 
stabilizing oven. Tons of welding rods.  Ridgid 
802 power threader & Rudel power threader 
(neither currently in use). Pipe beveling 
machine. 2 Kasto heavy duty power hack 
saws, 600 volt (1 good, 1 has hyd. cylinder 
leak).  4ft. metal roller.  Pipe threader.  Peter 
Wright, England anvil, 30” long. 3 & 4” pipe 
cutters. Large puller set. Bench grinders.  
Bench model drill press. Dewalt 14” chop 
saw.  Large assortment of new and used 
bits (up to 2”).  Bessey & other clamps. 4 & 
6in. Record vises. Hilti hammer drills. Hilti 
epoxy gun.  Angle grinders.  I beam trolleys.  
Wrench sets (up to 2 ½”).  Socket sets. Lots 
of hand & power tools. Oil buggy with pump.  
Gear pump. Heavy 5ft. welding table.  Heavy 
3ft. welding table (pedestal). 28” X 4ft. work 
table with drawers (angle iron and wood).  
30” X 6ft. adjustable welding table (machinist 
table). 30” X 8ft. welding table. Heavy 50” 
X 10 ½ft. welding table. Pipe bender. Rebar 
cutter. Bolt cutters. Parts washer. Screw 
jacks.  Pump jacks.  Scaffolding.  Rolling tool 
chests. Load binders. Sand blast cabinet.  5ft. 
clam bucket. Axle stands. Metal saw horses. 
Heavy clevises. Heavy chain. Alum. Ladders.    
STEEL & HARDWARE, ETC:  Large 
selection of stainless & aluminum. 1” plate, 
¼” plate, flat bar (1 to 4”), angle, round, tubing, 
etc.  Shafts. 4 X 8 sheets (3lb. grading).  2 ½” 
X 19” grip strapping.  Stainless pipe.  Lots of 
welding steel.  Seamless pipe (6” diameter). 
New 6” conveyor belting. Gear boxes. Course 
& fine thread hardware. Stainless bolts. 
Hitch & cotter pins. Heavy sprocket chain. 
12” augers (right hand thread). Pulleys. 
PLUS MORE: Antique IH 1 ½ - 2 ½ hp Type-
LB-Engine.  Old 13ft. aluminum boat on trailer, 
as found.  Old International Harvester fridge 
(not working). 4 old truck boxes for storage or 
scrap (20ft. and up).  Aluminum track cap for 
8ft. box.  Old walk behind tractor (as found). 
Lots of scrap metal, plus lots more.  
NOTE – Plan to attend this huge, business 
retirement auction.  
SALE ORDER – Wagonloads, larger items 
not before 1pm. Forklift available sale day 
for loading, as well as Nov. 7th & 8th or by 
appointment. 
 TERMS – Cash, debit or cheque with I.D. 5% 
buyer’s premium. See www.gerberauctions.
net for photos  

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

Auction

Auction ↆLOCAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

Must bring coupon in or use code “repair22”

$10 OFF$10 OFF PATIO DOOR SCREEN 
REPLACEMENT

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Winter ready 
car checklist

1. Snow tires 
2. Make sure your 

battery is in 
good shape

3. Temperature 
appropriate 
windshield 
washer fluid 

4. Winter car 
safety kit

5. Snow brush
6. Winter wind-

shield wipers 
 
DIY Car 
Winter  
Safety Kit 

1. Blanket
2. Hat
3. Mitts
4. Jacket
5. Reflective 

Pylons/ Road-
side triangles

6. Jumper cables  
– Or car jump 
starter

7. Shovel 
8. Flashlight 
9. First Aid Kit
10. Hand warmers 
11. Snow brush 
12. Snow scraper 
13. Tow Rope 
14. Antifreeze
15. Windshield 

washer fluid
16. Water bottles
17. Granola bars
18. Seatbelt cutter
19. Whistle
20. Flares 
21. Sand 
22. Backup wind-

shield wipers 

Post an ad. Pay for it. 
Make your next hire.
Hire local with the power of print and online.
Book a print job listing: 519-669-5790 ext104

jobs.observerxtra.com
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ↆ R E A L  E S A T E

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

NEW PRICE $374,900
234 Elma Street E., Listowel
This is your opportunity to break into the housing market.. This cute well 
maintained, 2 bedroom, one bathroom Semi is the perfect first home. Eat 
in kitchen with Stainless steel Fridge and Stove, walk out to your deep 
private backyard! The basement has room for you to finish with your own 
personal style ... Located in the small town of Listowel MLS 40314499

$1,120,000.00
Lot 66 Middlebrook Road, West Monrose
10 beau�ful acres backing onto the Grand River!!!! 
10 beau�ful acres, with gentle rolling hills backing onto the Grand River, 
(approximately 1214 � of shoreline) prefect place to build your dream 
home. Wishing to escape the city, and own your own piece of paradise? 2 
acres clear with 2 acres of bush and 6 workable. Ideal spot for a hobby 
farm! Book your appointment today! MLS# 40301824

5 Thrush Court, Elmira         NEW PRICE   $849,900.00   MLS

BROKERAGE
BRAD MARTIN

Broker of Record,
MVA ResidentialR.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.

Offi  ce: 519-669-2772
Brad Direct: 519-741-6231

 Jenna Direct: 519-760-2265 
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com
JENNA MARTIN
Sales Representative

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!   CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

          12 Park Ave. W., Elmira             $849,900.00   MLS

Looking for your ‘forever home’? This 2200 
sq.ft.+ home has lots to offer! Private fenced yard 
backing to wooded Twp owned land. Spacious 
principal rooms. Main floor liv.rm. (or great home 
office).  Upper-level family room w/lots of natural light 
+ 3 bdrms. (Spacious master w/ensuite & walk-in 
closet). Great basement (w/inlaw potential) – 
oversized bdrm, rec. room w/newer fireplace, 
kitchenette w/island,  3 pc bathroom & r.i. laundry … 
all with a private entrance. Dble. Garage & wide 
driveway.  MLS $1,225,000

Julie M. Heckendorn,
Broker

DIRECT (519) 588-7562 | OFFICE (519) 669-5426
EMAIL: Julieheckendorn20@gmail.com

FIRST TIME OFFERED – you’ll be impressed with 
the room sizes and traffic flow in this lovely 2 bdrm 
bungalow by Bauer Homes Elmira Inc. Engineered hdwd & 
ceramics throughout. Lovely kitchen w/lots of cabinetry, 
island, quartz countertops, & walk-in pantry! Open 
concept to large D.A. and the great room w/tray ceiling 
and fireplace. The master suite accommodates king size 
furniture, 4pc. ensuite (large shower) & walk-in closet. 
Front porch as well as a large, covered deck area. Drop by 
for a look! MLS$1,175,000

OPEN HOUSE      

Sat. Oct. 22 1:00-3:00 pm.
203 Brookmead Street, Elmira

Sun. Oct. 23, 2:00 – 4:00 pm.
191 Timber Trail Road, Elmira

OPEN HOUSE      

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Emily Minielly

519-504-6247
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

MILLBANK - Looking to escape the big city for small town living? This charming recently 
updated, 3-bedroom 2-bathroom bungalow is exactly that and more. Located in the quaint town 
of Millbank, only 30 minutes from all the big city amenities that Waterloo or Stratford have to 
offer. You are welcomed through the front door into a bright living room that flows into the 
dining and kitchen area. From the dining area, slip out through the large sliding doors to your 
back deck, (complete with propane hook-up), relax and enjoy your large .3 acre corner lot with 
mature trees, ideal for family gatherings and summer BBQ’s. Or head out to the covered front 
porch, perfect for enjoying morning coffee or an evening beverage. Upstairs you will find three 
updated bedrooms and a newly refinished bathroom. The basement with a double door walkout 
and large windows provides an abundance of natural light, giving a main floor feel. The basement 
offers just as much as the main floor, rec room, workshop, 2 piece bathroom, laundry room, large 
cold room, bonus (play) room, loads of space for your family and guests to enjoy. You could easily 
convert this space into an in-law suite. Updates include, new LVT flooring , drywall, potlights, 
bathrooms, most windows, all trim and interior doors all done in 2022 as well as Furnace & A/C 
(2021), this house is move in ready! With an insulated garage, (new door on order), oversized 
shed, and ample parking, you will have tons of space to store your “toys” or entertain. 

$624,900$624,900

Saturday October 22, 10am-12pm
6998 Freeborn Street, Millbank

Saturday October 22, 10am-12pm
OPEN HOUSE

Saturday October 22, 1-3pm
39 Anna St, Elmira

Saturday October 22, 1-3pm
OPEN HOUSE

ELMIRA - Don’t miss this highly sought after fully finished 2 Bedroom, 3 Bathroom Bungalow 
Townhome in Elmira! Larger than it looks, this unique layout allows you to have access to everything 
you need on one level. Upon entering the front door, you will immediately notice the spacious 
formal dining room flooded with natural light from the large picture window - perfect for setting up 
a quiet office or maintaining it as a dining space! Flow through the kitchen and into the main living 
space. This space is made welcoming with large windows, adoor to access your enclosed back 
porch and a gas fireplace. The generous primary bedroom is located just off the living space. This 
suite includes a 3-piece ensuite bathroom with a walk in shower. The main floor also offers a powder 
room, laundry and direct access to your single car garage. Follow the staircase down to your fully 
finished basement which offers additional living space with a rec room, a 3-piece bathroom, den 
and plenty of versatile storage space! Located just steps from the Woolwich Memorial Recreation 
Centre in a neighbourhood that maintains that close-knit community feel – this home is a must see! 

$650,000$650,000

This beautifully landscaped, 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom semi is 
the perfect opportunity for first time home buyers or 
down-sizers! Close to parks, trails, and a short drive to St. 
Jacobs Farmers Market and Waterloo. Large living/dining area 
on the main floor with sliding doors to the fully fenced yard 
with a great sized deck for entertaining! Solid wood cabinetry 
in the kitchen, with a brand new dishwasher. Vinyl California 
shutters in the bedrooms and bathrooms. Other upgrades 
include: hot water tank (2018), new roof (2021), new furnace 
with built-in humidifier and central air (2022), and you have a 
3pc rough-in bathroom in the basement! Don’t miss your 
chance to check this home out! MLS

Direct: 519-222-0405 | Office: 519-570-4447
info@luxerealtygroup.ca

Kristen Schulz
Salesperson

$679,900

JUST LISTED!

42 POFFENROTH PATH, ELMIRA

ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

S K E L E T O N

Solutions for this week's puzzles.

HARD

EASY

Minimum down payment for 
buying homes in Canada 
 $500,000 purchase price or less is 5% 
 $500,000 to $999,999 purchase 

price is 5% for the first $500,000 
and 10% for the remaining

 $1 million + purchase price is 20% 
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

TUESDAY, November 15, 2022 at 4:30 P.M.
Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96 take notice that 
the Committee of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will meet for the purpose of 
hearing all persons interested in support of or opposition to any of the following applications 
as described below.
Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township 
offi ces will not be permitted. Below is information on how you can submit comments, view 
or participate in the meeting. You may also contact the Committee Secretary by sending an 
email to planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at 519-669-6040 if you have any questions.

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATIONS
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 29/2022 – Jeannine Chapeskie and Matthew Allen, 58 
Kennedy Road
ZONE / USE:  Settlement Residential (R-1) / single detached dwelling
PROPOSAL:  The applicant is requesting relief from Section 6.10.2 d) Building Line Setback 
to reduce the building line setback adjacent to Elroy Road from 6 metres to approximately 
3 metres to permit the construction of an accessory building (pool cabana). The property is 
located at the corner of Kennedy Road and Elroy Road.  
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 30/2022 - Skyline Retail Real Estate Holdings Inc., 315 
Arthur Street South, Elmira
ZONE / USE:  Service Commercial (C-7) with site specifi c provisions (26.1.249) / commercial 
development
PROPOSAL:  The applicant is requesting relief from Section 20B.5.3 of the C-7 zone to reduce 
the building line setback adjacent to Southfi eld Drive from 6 metres to approximately 3.2 
metres to permit an addition to the existing plaza. The applicant is proposing the construction 
of an approximate 740 square metre addition on the north side of the existing building.
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 31/2022 – Karen Martin, 44 St. Charles Street East, Maryhill
ZONE / USE:  Agricultural (A) with site specifi c provisions (Section 26.1.276 / Group Home 
for up to 22 residents
PROPOSAL:  The applicant is requesting relief from Section 2.55, defi nition of a Group Home, 
to suspend the licensing requirement for a group home in order to permit specialized housing 
needs for a broader range of people (i.e. refugees and /or other individuals requiring group 
living). No exterior changes to the property or the building are proposed.
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATIONS A 32/2022 AND A 33/2022 AND
CONSENT APPLICATION B 22/2022 – Audrienne Coley and Jason Holingsworth, 4 Walker 
Street, Elmira
ZONE / USE:  Residential Mixed High Density (R-5) / single detached dwelling and accessory 
building
PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing to create a new residential lot and requires the 
following consent and variance applications to facilitate the proposal:
Consent Application B 22/2022

• to sever a parcel of land measuring approximately 10.4 metres by 24.8 metres (260 
square metres) from 4 Walker Street to create a new residential lot.  The proposed 
retained lands will measure approximately 13.4 metres by 24.8 metres (332 square 
metres) and will contain an existing single detached dwelling.  The existing accessory 
building (detached garage) is proposed to be removed.

Minor Variance A 32/2022 (proposed retained lands) and A 33/2022 (proposed severed lands) 
- subject to approval of the above-noted consent application require the following variances:
A 32/2022 (Retained)

• relief from Section 6.10.2 d) Building Line Setback to reduce the building line setback 
adjacent to a street from 6 metres to approximately 4.3 metres to the existing dwelling;

• relief from Section 12.1 to permit a reduced lot area of approximately 332 square 
metres whereas 370 square metres is required;

• relief from Section 12.4 to permit a reduced side yard setback of approximately 0.9 
metres to the existing dwelling whereas 1.2 metres is required;

A 33/2022 (Severed)
• relief from Section 6.10.2 d) Building Line Setback to reduce the building line setback 

adjacent to a street from 6 metres to approximately 4.3 metres to the front wall of 
a proposed new dwelling (minimum setback of 6.0 metres to be maintained for an 
attached garage);

• relief from Section 12.1 to permit a reduced lot area of approximately 260 square 
metres whereas 370 square metres is required;

• relief from Section 12.2 to permit a reduced lot width of approximately 10.4 metres 
whereas 12 metres is required; and 

• relief form Section 12.3 a) to permit a reduced lot frontage of approximately 10.4 
metres whereas 12 metres is required.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the 
meeting as follows:

• view the Committee of Adjustment livestream on the Woolwich Township YouTube channel  
at the following link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOnLlF3Srk2gLEBjkq8pIMQ  OR

• participate by registering with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 noon on 
Wednesday November 9th. To register please email planning@woolwich.ca or phone 
519-669-6040.  When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email 
and the application number you would like to comment on. Once you are registered the 
Committee Secretary will forward information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting 
(i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen and 
have the option to comment on a particular application, please register with the Committee 
Secretary (see above information). You will not be required to speak if you do not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we 
know which application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time 
to comment if you wish to do so. As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of security 
that is necessary to prevent unwanted guests from disrupting the meeting.  Applicants 
and their consultants will be automatically registered and contacted accordingly by the 
Committee Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS
If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend that you 
do so by:

• submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township offi ce at 24 Church Street 
West, Elmira and placing it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of the building; or

• submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca 
You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6033 to discuss any comments / 
concerns however, this is not considered a formal comment. 
The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications.  All submissions 
must be made no later than 4:30 p.m. on Thursday November 3rd (Note that this date is 
before the meeting). Any submissions received will be included in a comment package and 
presented at the meeting. This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of 
creating a record that is available to the general public at the Committee of Adjustment 
hearing. Please note that while the Committee may redact some personal information such 
as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made public 
in their entirety.
This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property located within 
60 metres (200 feet) of the subject properties. If you wish to be notifi ed of any last minute 
changes to the agenda (i.e. withdrawal of an application) you must contact the Committee 
Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@
woolwich.ca.
Notice of Decision: Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will be sent 
to owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people who register for the 
meeting. If you wish to be notifi ed of the decision of the Committee of Adjustment in respect 
to this application, you must submit a written request to the Committee Secretary or register 
ahead of the meeting. This will also entitle you to be advised of a possible Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal.
Appeal of Minor Variance and Consent Applications:  Anyone in opposition to a decision may 
appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal. The Tribunal may dismiss an 
appeal without holding a hearing if the appellant did not make oral or written submissions 
to the Committee of Adjustment before a decision was given or does not provide a reasonable 
explanation for having failed to make a submission to the Committee.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you should you 
have any questions. Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 
(Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca 
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2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

 Experience that Works 
www.steedandevans.ca

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

371 Arthur St. S. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126 |

your supplier of
feeds and pet food

The Next Elmira Clinic: 
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, October 28 
2:00 - 7:00 pm 

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing.
Book online at blood.ca or 

by calling 1-888-2-DONATE            
               (1-888-236-6283)

ↆ E L M I R A  B L O O D  D O N O R  C L I N I C

Your donation matters.
It matters to every patient across 
Canada. Because it’s something we 
can do today to help others wake up 
healthier tomorrow.

Alison Hislop puts soil in her bucket so she can take it to fill in freshly planted trees at Riverside Public School in Elmira. This 
is the last portion of a planting project that started in about 2018, says teacher Jenny Soehner. The school received grants 
from the TD Friends of the Environment and GRCA Conservation Foundation for the project. John’s Nursery did the planting 
work. Leah Gerber

Post an ad. Pay for it. 
Make your next hire.
Hire local with the power of print and online.
Book a print job listing: 519-669-5790 ext104

jobs.observerxtra.com
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ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M
Obituary

1172 Henry Street,
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0

519-656-2880

www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com
Pre-arranging your funeral is an important part of estate planning.

Ask us about the many funding options available.

Snyder, William “Bill”
Passed away peacefully at his 
residence in Hawkesville on Thursday, 
October 13, 2022 at the age of 87. 
Beloved husband of Aileen (Tremain) 
Snyder for over 61 years. Loved father 
of Morgan (Christine) of Harriston, 
Beth (Mike) Frank of Hawkesville, Lisa 
(Doug) Prong of Brunner, and Anne 
(Russ) Allen of Drayton. Cherished 
Papa of James, Isaac (Jessica), William 
(Corey); and Nate (Patsy). Survived by 
brothers Robert, Carl (Kathleen), many 
nieces, nephews and their families. 
Predeceased by his parents Joseph 
and Reta (Hemmerich) Snyder, and 
sister-in-law Gert. At Bill’s request, 
cremation has taken place and there 
will be no funeral home visitation or 
service. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to Woolwich Community 
Services or Bloomingdale Mennonite 
Church would be appreciated and 
can be made through the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Brubacher, Eugene
Eugene Brubacher went home to be 
with the Lord, peacefully after a short 
struggle with health complications, 
on Saturday, October 15, 2022  
at St. Mary’s Hospital, at the age 
of 83 years. Left to mourn him is 
his wife Susanna (Frey) Brubacher 
with whom he celebrated 63 years 
of marriage on September 29th. 
Together they had nine children, 
Sharon Gingrich (Paul) of Listowel, 
Joy Frey (Rick) of Wallenstein, Glen 
(Sandra) of Centre Wellington, Dale 
(Rosina) of Elmira, Marlene Martin 
(Glen) of Elmira, Darrell (Liza) of Alma, 
Murrel (Lori) of Perth County, Larry 
(Jen) of RR 2, Drayton, and Don (Cindy) 
of Beachburg. Also remembered 
fondly by his 26 grandchildren, 
31 great-grandchildren, and sister 
Agnes Kraemer of Elmira. Eugene 
was the son of the late Ira and Seleda 
(Martin) Brubacher. Predeceased by 
sister Miriam in infancy. The family 
will receive friends and relatives 
on Saturday, October 22, 2022 from 
2-4 and 6-8 p.m. at Woodside Bible 
Fellowship, 200 Barnswallow Dr., 
Elmira. A funeral service will be held 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, October 23, 2022 at 
Woodside Bible Fellowship, followed 
by interment in the Elmira Union 
Cemetery. In his memory donations 
can be made to ShareWord Global or 
St. Mary’s Hospital Foundation and 
may be made through the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Ogram, R. Bruce
Passed away peacefully at his 
residence on Saturday, October 15, 
2022 at the age of 83 years. Beloved 
husband and best friend for 58 years 
of Marilyn (nee Heimpel). Dear 
father of Brian, Gary (Cathy), the late 
Brenda DeVries (April 23, 2017) and 
her husband Gerrie DeVries. Lovingly 
remembered by his grandchildren 
Kristin (Adam), Bradley (Kiki), Wade, 
Erica; Alex, Nick, Emily; Josh, Tyler, 
Stacey, Justin DeVries and great-grand 
children Lincoln, Charlotte, Hope, 
Noah, and Lily. Bruce was the last 
surviving member of his family having 
been predeceased by his parents Elmer 
and Esther (Schaefer) Ogram and his 
brothers Ronald, and Gary (in infancy).  
Bruce grew up on the family farm 
where he spent 25 years thinking of 
ways to invent, design and create 
equipment to do the impossible. While 
on the farm, Bruce enjoyed attending 
farming events, antique tractors and 
was known to produce farm themed 
videos. Later in life Bruce changed 
careers and worked in the chemical 
industry for 37 years. In his spare 
time, Bruce enjoyed playing the piano, 
bringing smiles to others, and writing 
poetry for and about “his Marilyn”. 
Bruce was a spotlight in the community 
being a member of many associations 
in the area including the John Deere 
Two Cylinder Club. Bruce was a strong 
believer in his faith and was a member 
of Woodside Bible Fellowship. 
Visitation was held on Tuesday, 
October 18, 2022 from 2-4 p.m. and 
6-8 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A 
funeral service took  place at 11 a.m. 
on Wednesday, October 19, 2022, 
at Woodside Bible Fellowship, 200 
Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. Cremation 
followed. Donations to Woolwich 
Community Food Bank or Woodside 
Bible Fellowship Missions would be 
appreciated and may be made through 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Cressman, Pauline
Peacefully passed away at Pinehaven 
LTC, Waterloo on Sunday, October 16, 
2022 at the age of 82 years. Beloved 
wife of Ron Cressman for over 62 
years. Devoted mother of Rodney 
and his wife Arlene, Laurie and her 
husband Fernando Zefferino. Lovingly 
remembered by her grandchildren 
Eric, Nicole; Marina, Isabella and 
Massimo. Dear sister of Carol (Howard) 
Ramseyer, and David (Dianne) 
Harmer. Pauline will be missed by 
her many nieces, nephews and their 
families. Predeceased by her daughter 
Cheryl (1980), parents Melvin and 
Clara (McCready) Harmer, sister 
Evelyn Bartscher and brother Robert 
Harmer. Cremation has taken place. 
Visitation will be held on Thursday, 
October 20, 2022 from 6-8 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. A memorial service 
will take place at 2 p.m. on Friday, 
October 21, 2022 at Elmira Mennonite 
Church, 58 Church St. W., Elmira. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations 
to Parkinson Society Southwestern 
Ontario or Alzheimer Society would 
be appreciated and can be made 
through the Dreisinger Funeral Home. 
A special thank you to all the staff at 
Pinehaven for the exceptional care 
shown to Pauline.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Birthday

Obituary

Obituary

Obituary

Ron 
Bock

Sakes Alive 
He’s 95!

Happy Birthday 
from your kids, 
grandkids and  

great grandkids

Death Notice

BROHMAN, ROBERT HERBERT GEORGE - 
Passed away unexpectedly after a short 
illness, at Grand River Hospital, on Tues-
day, October 11, 2022 at the age of 87.

MARTIN, MURIEL ADELL - On a warm and 
sunny autumn afternoon on October 11, 
2022, in her 95th year, Muriel Adell Martin 
(nee Schwandt) made her final journey 
home.

SCHLITT, JORDAN - Surrounded by the 
love of his family, Jordan passed away 
peacefully on Wednesday, October 12, 
2022 at St. Mary's General Hospital in 
Kitchener at the age of 28 years.

VALENTA, STANLEY - Stan passed peace-
fully into the presence of the Lord on 
October 13, 2022, at the age of 89 years.

ZINGER, ROBERT CHARLES "BOB" - Bob 
was welcomed into the eternal rest of his 
heavenly home, on Monday, October 17, 
2022, at the age of 71.

Our Dear Mother,   
Elizabeth Motz 

Date of Death, October 22, 2021 
& 

Dear Sister,  

Brenda McCarron 
Date of Death, October 27, 2021

A year has gone by,  
but your memory will never fade.

Sadly missed along life’s way,  
quietly remembered every single day

No longer in our life to share,  
but in our hearts you are always there.

In Loving Memory

Love Cindy, Sue, Tim and Rick

In Memoriam

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.

Family Album 
Advertising

Single:  
$28 per insertion 
Double:  
$38 per insertion 
Triple:  
$48 per insertion

Announce 
it in the 

Observer.

 Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/
order-family-album

Advertising

newsmart.ca

Exclusive gear for newspaper 
readers now available.

Please call  or email Donna Rudy: 
 519-669-5790 ext 104 
 donna@woolwichobserver.com

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Sell it in the Observer



AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

THE OBSERVER | Thursday, October 20, 2022 | 32

It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here Having moved to a fine-free system, the 
Region of Waterloo Library will be running 
its popular ‘food for fines’ program one last 
time. Until Oct. 29, you can donate canned 
goods to clear any outstanding overdue 
fines off your library account. One food item 
equals $2 in fines (not applicable to fees for 
lost/damaged items).

Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest named 
Samantha Hild, 25, of Kitchener as the 
2022-23 Oktoberfest ambassador, and the 
new face of the Oktoberfest Cares initia-
tives. It marked the first time in the 54-year 
history of the festival that the ambassador 
was announced on the closing day of activ-
ities rather than ahead of time.

Food for fines Oktoberfest ambassador

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My 
15-year-old daughter has 
always been anxious, but 
her anxiety seems to be 
worsening by the day. She 
is worried about every-
thing from COVID-19, even 
though she is vaccinated, 
to getting accepted into 
a good college. There are 
days when she doesn't 
want to get out of bed and 
go to school. Other days, 
she voices worry about 
performing well during 
her soccer game and re-
fuses to go to practice. I'm 

How to handle teen anxiety

wondering about my next 
steps. Should she see a 
therapist?

ANSWER: Everyone 
experiences anxiety from 
time to time. It's a normal 
part of life. However, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
certainly amplified fear 
and uncertainty for many 

people.
Although everyone 

experiences fear and 
anxiousness from time to 
time, when excessive and 
persistent worry begins 
to regularly disrupt a 
person's daily activities, 
that could be a sign of an 
anxiety disorder.

I recommend that you 
make an appointment for 
your daughter to see her 
health care provider. A 
visit with a family physi-
cian or pediatrician often 
is a good place to start for 

an initial evaluation, and 
to receive guidance and 
identify resources that 
can help a teen manage an 
anxiety disorder.

People who have an 
anxiety disorder may have 
feelings of nervousness, 
worry, fear or panic that 
are difficult to control, out 
of proportion to actual 
danger, and last a long 
time. They may avoid 
certain places, people or 
situations in an attempt to 
prevent those feelings.

In teens, an anxiety 

disorder may interfere 
with their ability to go to 
school or do homework. 
It can make it hard for 
them to maintain friend-
ships and participate in 
extracurricular activities. 
Teen anxiety may lead to 
problems within family 
relationships too.

When anxiety limits 
a teen's activities, or if 
excessive worry, fear or 
anxiousness persists 
for several months, it's 
time to seek professional 
guidance. Your daughter's 

health care provider can 
assess her situation to get 
a better idea of whether 
she may have an anxiety 
disorder. He or she also 
can perform an evaluation 
to see if there may be an 
underlying medical cause 
of your daughter's anxiety.

Certain medications 
and some medical condi-
tions can trigger anxiety. 
If that's the case, changing 
medication or treating 
the underlying condition 

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

ELMIRA’S ELLA 
DORSCHT AND HER 
brother Cameron saw a 
herd of wild big-horned 
sheep cross their path 
while on a bus in the 
Rocky Mountains earlier 
this month.

Ella and her family 
went on a trip of a life-
time through the Rocky 
Mountains courtesy of 
an organization called 
Starlight Canada. The 
9-year-old has pulmo-
nary hypertension, a rare 
heart condition. Her first 
surgery was hours after 
she was born, and she has 
continued to have regular 
surgeries. For much of her 
life she’s needed to be on 
oxygen 24/7.

Starlight Canada 
provides support to 
families of seriously ill 
children. One of the avail-
able activities is a train 
ride through the Rocky 
Mountains donated by the 
Rocky Mountaineer. It was 
an experience to remem-
ber.

“The best part to me was 
seeing all the views and all 
the animals and meeting 
all the new people,” said 
Cameron Dorscht, 11.

“Same,” said Ella.
The Dorscht siblings 

spoke about seeing the big 
horned sheep cross their 
path while on a bus. “We 
saw some on the train too,” 
said Cameron.

“They were up on the 
mountains,” added Ella.

“Absolutely amazing, 
it was spectacular,” said 
Kristen Dorscht, Ella’s 
mother. “My favourite 
part was honestly kind of 
feeling like things were 
normal again. So being 
around other people, 
which sounds kind of silly, 
but it was just really nice 
to be with other families in 
real life and not virtually 
or over the phone. It really 
felt like pre-pandemic,” 
she said.

“The scenery, obvi-
ously, was amazing. We 
had never been out west 
before,” said Dorscht. 
“There’s a space on the 
Rocky Mountaineer that 
you can go stand outside 

How the west was fun

→ STARLIGHT TRIP 35

Cameron and Ella Dorscht recently got to take the scenic route aboard the Rocky Mountaineer. The 
family trip was arranged by Starlight Canada.  Submitted

Elmira family enjoys Rocky Mountaineer train trip in Alberta and BC courtesy of the Starlight Children’s Foundation

and get to experience, 
while standing outside, 
this awesome train trip. 
And there’s big glass 
domes as well in the cars of 
the Rocky Mountaineer so 
the view is just awesome. 
The entire time you’re on 
the train, it’s just abso-

lutely gorgeous.
Dorscht says that living 

through the pandemic 
with the extra precautions 
and isolation was espe-
cially difficult.

“We had to be, you 
know, more careful than 
most and more isolated 

than most, so that part was 
difficult. But Ella’s back at 
school, loving life.” Ella is 
now enjoying Grade 4.

The two-day train trip 
took place October 5 and 6. 
The Dorscht family joined 
12 other families who met 
up in Calgary. From there, 

the families took a bus to 
Banff, where they boarded 
the train, which took them 
from Banff to Kamloops. 
The next day, they went 
from Kamloops to Vancou-
ver, and flew home from 
there.

Their trip is part of a 
longstanding arrangement 
between the charitable 
organization and the train 
company.

“Around 15 years ago, a 
Rocky Mountaineer train 
host was also a volunteer 
for Starlight Canada, and 
introduced our mission 
to the Rocky Mountain-
eer. In the first 10 years 
of partnering with Rocky 
Mountaineer, Starlight 
kids would take amazing 
day trips from Vancouver 
to Whistler. Now, for the 
past two years, Rocky 
Mountaineer has fully 
donated a two-day journey 
from Banff to Vancouver, 
giving Starlight children 
a luxurious, fun-filled 
adventure through the 
Canadian Rockies,” said 
Brian Bringolf, CEO 
of Starlight Children’s 

→ MAYO CLINIC 33

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

Peace of Mind Promised
Every time your vehicle is in our shop we do a 

complimentary inspection 
The technicians start off your appointment with a test drive to make sure it is 
driving safely. They then bring the vehicle into the shop starting the inspection 

with an exterior light check. Once it is up on the hoist we look under the 
vehicle to make sure visually there are no obvious concerns. If there are 

any the technician will let your service advisor know & from there you will be 
contacted. They then proceed to the task that you booked in for. 

This is one way we can promise you peace of mind as you 
drive away from your appointment. 
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ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Walking the 
Old Order Way

9:30am

Dr. Mark Louden preaching

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21
▢Friday Food at the Elmira Legion. Back Bacon on a 
bun with potato chips, coleslaw & dessert, $10/plate. 
Serving at 5:45 p.m. All welcome.  For more informa-
tion call 519-669-2932

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26
▢Community Care Concepts invites you to join us 
at noon for lunch and fellowship at the Linwood 
Community Centre. Cost: $12. Must pre-register by 
noon on Friday October 21 by calling 519-664-1900.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28
▢St Jacobs Pumpkin Parade. October 28th & 29th 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Full details for this free event 
can be found on our website www.stjacobsvillage.
com/pumpkinparade.  Participants are invited to pick 
up a free pumpkin, carve it and bring it to one of the 
evenings.  There will be other halloween activities for 
families as well! coordinator@stjacobsvillage.com

▢Friday Food at the Elmira Legion. Door open at 4 
p.m. with serving starting at 5:45 p.m. Menu is:  
Beans and wieners, potatoes, roll, dessert, $10/plate. 
Join us in the lounge, all welcome.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3
▢Caregivers Support Group at Woolwich Counsel-
ling Centre, Elmira. Caregivers provide physical and 
emotional support to family members, neighbours, 
partners, and friends. We recognize that caregivers 
may also need support. We are here for you. Please 
join us for refreshments, conversation, community, 
and peer support. This event will have a theme of 
self-care. You are welcome to join us from 1 p.m. to 
2 p.m. for one or all sessions. Please call 519-669-
8651 or email us at info@woolwichcounselling.org

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5
▢Climate Action Movie Time at Lions Hall, Elmira 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. No charge. Movie: Curb your 
Carbon (with discussion to follow.) Movie for children 
4 plus: The Lorax.  Adults are required in the building 
for all children under 9. Both movies start at 2 p.m. 
Drinks and popcorn will be provided. All welcome. 
Pre-registration to aroberts@woolwich.ca  or call 
519-514-7027.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7
▢Understanding Elder Abuse and Neglect Work-
shop. Join Woolwich Counselling virtually from 7 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Stress on communities, institutions, fami-
lies, and individuals increases the risks of possible 
neglect and abuse to those members in our commu-
nity who rely on others for care and daily needs. This 
workshop will create awareness and increase under-
standing of what abuse and neglect may look like in 
its various forms, and how we can come together to 
care for, protect, and prevent any harm to our elders. 
Register now: Please call 519-669-8651 or email us 
at info@woolwichcounselling.org

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9
▢Calm and Content: Strategies for Manageing Your 
Emotional State. Join Woolwich Counselling virtu-
ally from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Life is better when we can 
manage our emotions and avoid getting stuck in 
an anxious, down, or angry state. In this workshop 
you will receive an introduction to how our nervous 
system works to manage emotions. You will learn a 
few tips on how to use this wisdown to stay calm and 
content. Register now: Please call 519-669-8651 or 
email us at info@woolwichcounselling.org

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

could relieve the anxiety.
If your daughter's health 

care provider suspects an 
anxiety disorder, he or she 
can help you find a mental 
health professional who 
specializes in treating chil-
dren and teens. Treatment 
for anxiety in teens typi-
cally begins with exposure 
therapy.

Exposure therapy is 
different than counsel-
ing. It's a form of therapy 
that involves gradually 
encountering the circum-
stances that trigger 
anxiety, so a teen can build 
confidence in handling 
those situations and their 
anxious feelings. This 
approach also includes 
teaching parents how to 
provide useful support to a 
child in managing anxiety. 
Exposure therapy typi-
cally consists of about 10 
weekly sessions.

Although research has 
shown that exposure 
therapy is one of the most 
effective ways to treat 
anxiety in teens, programs 
that offer exposure ther-
apy to adolescents are 
not available in all areas. 
Some large academic 
medical centers, including 
Mayo Clinic, offer inten-
sive exposure therapy 
programs that last a 

shorter amount of time for 
families who must travel 
to receive this care.

In some cases, medi-
cation to help control 
anxiety also may be 
recommended in addition 
to exposure therapy. When 
exposure therapy is not 
available, it is possible 
for anti-anxiety medica-
tion to be used as a first 
step in treatment. But 
a teen should always be 
evaluated and diagnosed 
before starting to take 
medication for anxiety, 
and a health care provider 
must monitor medication 
regularly.

It can be challenging to 
know when to seek help 
for your child. The Mayo 
Clinic Anxiety Coach is 
another resource that can 
offer information about 
the differences between 
anxiety disorders and 
stress, as well as available 
treatments and guidance 
to find the right treat-
ment options. Effective 
treatment is available for 
anxiety, and it often can be 
successfully controlled.

→ FROM 28

MAYO CLINIC: It can be challenging 
to know when to seek help for teens

Strategies for coping with teen anxiety.
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordWord of the Week Find-A-Word THEME: TECHNICAL

ACROSS
1. Hail Mary, e.g.
5. Light bulb units
10. Lion's share
14. Genuine
15. Accustom
16. Hip bones
17. Burrow
18. Long, narrow 

groove
19. Pint fraction
20. Where social 

graces are taught
23. Campaigner, 

for short
24. Cereal grain
25. Buff
28. Kettledrums
32. Flatter, in a way
35. Ashtabula's lake
37. Egyptian canal
38. Turn red or 

yellow, say
40. Genius
43. Bloodless
44. Catches some rays
45. Fill beyond full
46. Author Harper
47. Reserve
50. Common 

conjunction
51. Seek damages
52. Ooh and ___
54. Gastrointestinal 

tract
63. Cellphone company
64. Japanese-American
65. Game on horseback
66. Crazily
67. Cover
68. Urgent request
69. Character

70. Begin
71. Primordial matter

DOWN
1. Ill-gotten gains
2. Berry in diet pills
3. Climb
4. Bacon bit

5. Things you want
6. The "A" of ABM
7. Go bad
8. H.S. class
9. Add spice to
10. Strength
11. Hodgepodge
12. Fodder holder

13. Farfetched
21. Boozehound
22. ___ terrier
25. Not domesticated
26. Developed
27. Corner
29. Damp-smelling
30. Pie choice
31. Nitrogen compound
32. Beelike
33. Basil-based sauce
34. Stage direction
36. Barely get, 

with "out"
39. "___ alive!"
41. Arise
42. Bacon or Lamb
48. Dyes.
49. Amniotic ___
51. Fire sign
53. All smiles
54. Winston Churchill's 

"___ Country"
55. Airport pickup
56. Baal, e.g.
57. Knight fight
58. ___ Minor
59. Backside
60. Cromwell's 

nickname.
61. On the safe 

side, at sea
62. Rich soil

ACROSS
1. Contingency 

for release
7. City of Syria
8. Arranged in 

layers
9. Withstand
10. Close again

DOWN
1. Critic, at times
2. Dress style
3. Demands
4. Manufacturing 

channel
5. Web browser
6. Example

 AECIUM
 ALFA
 ALGED
 ALKOXY
 ALLO
 BUNTON

 BYON
 CANTALA
 CATA
 CDNA
 CINE
 CIRE

 DEPERM
 DIAC
 ELEVON
 EQUINA
 EXON
 GLUG

 GYPSITE
 LEMMA
 LEVAN
 LIPIN
 MALM
 MANTO

 MAQUIS
 NEPER
 OGEE
 ONDULE
OOMICRITE
 PALP

 PNIP
 PROSOMA
 SONE

TRANSMOGRIFY
To change something significantly and 
often with humorous or jarring effect

28

If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

Take the stress 
out of family meal 
planning.

newsmart.ca

The store for newspaper readers.

This one year weekly planner will 
save you money, waste less food and 
save time during the week to spend 
more time with those you love.
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Easy DIY peanut butter cups 

Baking with milk 
chocolate chips is very 

convenient (no chopping 
or little bits of chocolate to 
clean up), but sometimes 
they won't act in the same 
way as a milk chocolate bar. 

Milk chocolate chips, 

while delicious, contain 
stabilizers. That means 
that when they melt, they 

DIY Peanut Butter Cups
 ▢ 12 ounces milk 

chocolate

 ▢ 1/2 cup creamy 
peanut butter

 ▢ 3 tablespoons 
confectioners' 
(powdered) sugar

 ▢ 1 tablespoon 

unsalted butter, cut 
into 4 pieces and 
softened

 ▢ 1/8 teaspoon salt

1. Line 24-cup mini-muf-
fin tin with 24 paper liners.

2. Place chocolate in a 
large zipper-lock plastic 
bag and seal, removing as 
much air as possible from 
the bag. Use a rolling pin 
to gently pound choco-
late into small pieces.

3. In a small micro-
wave-safe bowl, add half 
of the pounded chocolate. 
Heat in the microwave at 
50% power for 1 minute. 
Use a rubber spatula to 
stir chocolate. Return to 
the microwave and heat at 
50% power until melted, 
about 1 minute longer. 
Remove bowl from micro-
wave (bowl will be hot). 
Use a rubber spatula to stir 
chocolate until completely 
melted and smooth.

4. Pour melted chocolate 
into one quart-size zipper-
lock bag. Push chocolate 
to one corner of the bag 
and twist the top. Use 
scissors to snip 1/8 inch off 
the corner of the filled bag.

5. Pipe chocolate in spiral 
in each muffin-tin cup, 
working from outside in, 
to cover the bottom of the 
liner. Take a break every 

six cups and gently tap 
the pan on the counter 
to even out the layer of 
chocolate. Transfer muffin 
tin to the freezer and 
freeze for 15 minutes.

6. Meanwhile, add peanut 
butter to a second small 
microwave-safe bowl and 
heat in the microwave until 
warm, about 1 minute. 
Remove bowl from micro-
wave (bowl will be hot).

7. Add confectioners' 
sugar, butter, and salt to 
warmed peanut butter and 
use a clean rubber spatula 
to stir until well combined. 
Fill a second quart-size 
zipper-lock bag with 
peanut butter mixture. Use 
scissors to snip 1/8 inch off 
the corner of the filled bag.

8. Remove muffin tin from 
the freezer. Pipe peanut 
butter mixture over the 
chilled chocolate layer 
in each muffin-tin cup 
in a spiral to cover the 
chocolate layer. Take a 
break every six cups and 
gently tap the pan on the 
counter to even out the 
layer of peanut butter.

9. Add remaining 
pounded chocolate to the 

bowl used to melt choco-
late. Heat in the microwave 
at 50% power for 1 minute. 
Use a rubber spatula to 
stir chocolate. Return to 
the microwave and heat at 
50% power until melted, 
about 1 minute longer. 
Remove bowl from micro-
wave (bowl will be hot). 
Use a rubber spatula to stir 
chocolate until completely 
melted and smooth.

10. Fill a third quart-size 
zipper-lock bag with 
melted chocolate. Use 
scissors to snip1/8 inch off 
the corner of the filled bag.

11. Pipe melted chocolate 
on top of the peanut butter 
layer in each muffin-tin 
cup in a spiral to cover the 
peanut butter layer. Take 
a break every six cups 
and gently tap the pan on 
the counter to even out 
the layer of chocolate.

12. Transfer muffin tin 
back to the freezer and 
chill for 30 minutes. 
Remove muffin tin from the 
freezer and remove peanut 
butter cups from the pan. 
Serve. (Peanut butter cups 
can be refrigerated in an 
airtight storage container 
for up to two weeks).

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

turn gloppy and thick, 
rather than creamy and 
smooth. 

For this recipe we turned 
to a milk chocolate bar for 
a smooth melted chocolate 
and great-looking peanut 
butter cups.

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes 
developed by professional test cooks and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Councillor Ward 3 Woolwich Township bonniebryantwoolwich.wordpress.com

“Working together, we can make Woolwich 
the best place to work, live and play”

• Transparent & Accountable Government
• Protect Our Farmland, Green Space & Water
• Protect Our Heritage, Both Built & Cultural
• Fiscal Responsibility

• Parental Rights in Education
• Increased Focus on Students 
• Back to Basics Education 
• ‘Education’ NOT ‘Indoctrination’
• Ensure Safe & Secure Facilities

WATERLOO REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
TRUSTEE FOR WATERLOO - WILMOT

Foundation Canada, in an 
email.

Dorscht said Starlight 
Canada took care of all the 
details.

“I’m super type A. And 
I’m used to planning every 
little detail, but I didn’t 
have to do anything. Star-
light looked after every 
little detail. So every meal, 
how you’re getting from 
the hotel to the airport. 
Literally every detail was 
taken care of.”

Starlight Canada 
provided activities and 
entertainment for all the 
kids, both the patients and 
their siblings.

“If you tell a joke, or do a 
dance or tell them some-
thing they didn’t know, 
you’d win a prize,” said 
Ella. Cameron added other 
activities included playing 
bingo or asking questions 
for prizes.

Ella demonstrated her 
joke: “What’s the differ-
ence between a guitar 

and a fish? You can’t tuna 
fish.”

“Starlight Children’s 
Foundation started in the 
United States when TV 
producer and filmmaker 
Peter Samuelson and his 
cousin, actress Emma 
Samms, fulfilled a young 
boy’s wish of travelling 
from London to Los Ange-
les to visit Disneyland 
and tour Hollywood. After 
being so enamored by the 
magic of the experience, 
they decided to start a 
wish granting organiza-
tion,” said Bringolf.

“[The trip] definitely 
gave us something to look 
forward to,” said Dorscht. 
“Ella had a surgery this 
summer, and actually, 
Cameron, who is Ella’s 
brother, he had a surprise 
surgery too. He had his 
appendix taken out. It 
gave us something to look 
forward to, for sure.

“It was just tons of 
excitement. It was really 
great to spend some time 

with the family and do 
something that was fun. 
And it’s good for the kids 
too, I think, to be with 
other medical kids that 
are like themselves, so you 
don’t get to do that too 
often, right? So it was nice 
to be with other medical 
families as well.”

What’s next for the 
family? 

“From a medical 
perspective, Ella will be 
starting some new medi-
cation shortly. And other 
than that, just sort of back 
to life. So back to school. 
Back to the office.”

“We’ve gone through 
a lot of tough times with 
Ella when she had all ten 
surgeries,” said Cameron. 
“It was a really tough time 
for all of us.”

The Dorscht family 
encourages people 
to donate to Starlight 
Children’s Foundation 
Canada. And also, “to keep 
the environment clean,” 
says Ella.

Kristen, Ella and Cameron Dorscht back in their Elmira home this week. Leah Gerber
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STARLIGHT TRIP: They took in plenty of scenery as train 
headed west from Banff across the Rocky Mountains
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Your full-service computer depot for a digital world.

Find us online www.realitybytescomputers.com

WE REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

System
Upgrades

Virus
Removal

Backup &
Recovery

E-Waste
Depot

$59999

COME SEE US IN ELMIRA OR FERGUS TO CHECK OUT THESE GREAT DEALS ... and much m�e!

$39999

HP X360 1030 G2 
TOUCH SCREEN

i7-7600U 2.8ghz, 
8gb DDR4 Ram, 

256gb SSD, 13.3” FLIP 
TOUCH Screen

Windows 10 OS

DESKTOPS LAPTOPS  IPADSMACBOOKS

OctoberBlowout!
WE OFFER
ON SITE
SERVICE

E-Waste
Disposale

FREE
Diagnostic
FREE

$12999

AMD A4-9120C APU 
 4GB x 32GB   
11.6” LCD  

HP CHROMEBOOK G8

AMD A4-9120C APU 

HP CHROMEBOOK G8

$27999

LENOVO T560!
Intel i5 6300u 
2.4GHz, 8GB Ram, 
256GB SSD,
15.6” Screen, 
Windows 10 OS

$54999 $24999 $36999

Apple 
MacBooks 

Starting at

SAVE 
$100!

iPad 5
32 GBRegular$24999$$2499999

BLOWOUT!

MacBooks 

15.6”
SCREEN!

TOUCH SCREEN

256gb SSD, 13.3” FLIP 

WOW!

iPad 6
128 GB

LENOVO T560!
Intel i5 6300u 
2.4GHz, 8GB Ram, 
256GB SSD,
15.6” Screen, 
Windows 10 OS

$

LENOVO T440p
Intel i5 4300m 2.6ghz, 
8GB Ram, 500GB 
Hard Drive, 14”Screen, 
Windows OS

$24999

LENOVO T440p
Intel i5 4300m 2.6ghz, 
8GB Ram, 500GB 
Hard Drive, 14”Screen, 

$$

36 Oriole Pkwy E.
519-669-5551

920 St. David St. N.,
519-787-0006

Elmira

Fergus

IN STOCK!

100’S OF NEW 100’S OF NEW 

AREAAREA
RUGSRUGS

5’ X 8’5’  X 8’
STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

$$9999NOT EXACTLY
AS SHOWN

NO TAX!

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-SAT 9AM-6PM
SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

$119999
FROM

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

SUBWAYSUBWAY
TILETILE

12” X 24”12” X 24”

PORCELAINPORCELAIN
TILE TILE 

$$$$
STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

PER SQ FT

  $339999
FROM

IN STOCK!

HARDHARD
WOODWOOD

$$$
STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

PER SQ FT

HARDWOOD HARDWOOD 
STAIR TREADSSTAIR TREADS

OAK OR MAPLEOAK OR MAPLE

$$49499999
FROM

IN STOCK!

IN STOCK!

9999¢¢
FROM /SQ FT

3.99

12MM THICK12MM THICK

8” X 8”8” X 8”
PRINTEDPRINTED

TILESTILES

$$444949
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK!

CLICK LUXURYCLICK LUXURY
   VINYL    VINYL + PAD + PAD 

ATTACHEDATTACHED
 $$117979

FROM PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

$119999
FROM

IN STOCK!

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$$
STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

PER SQ FT

IN STOCK!
FLOORING SALE!FLOORING SALE!FLOORING SALE!FLOORING SALE!

4 DAYS ONLY4 DAYS ONLY 
MASSIVEMASSIVE OCT 20-23OCT 20-23

W W W. S O U R C E F L O O R I N G . C O M

SCAN ME

FULLY STOCKED!FULLY STOCKED!
BIGGESTBIGGEST

ON THE ON THE 
BLOCK! BLOCK! 

HOT HOT 

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

The Elmira Lions Club held a bottle drive on October 15. Among those taking part were Jamie Neeb, 
Bert Martin, Terry Wilkinson, Paul Dietrich, Newt Diefenbacher and Brian Taylor. The drive raised 
$300 that will be donated to Woolwich Community Services. Bill Atwood
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