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CANADIAN TIRE - ELMIRA PRESENTS 

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED

SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 6TH

6:00-8:00 PM

LADIES NIGHT 
Celebration

ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE  325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727 Fundraising for the Family Violence Prevention Program (Woolwich Community Services)

FREE PRIZE DRAWS | VENDORS
DRINKS & SNACKS | ENTERTAINMENT
MASSIVE DISCOUNTS & MUCH MORE!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | 30 BENJAMIN RD., WATERLOO | WWW.FURNITUREHOUSE.CA | 519.746.0060

Sale $699 
Matching Loveseat is available 
Sale $599

Reg. $1099 
Bedroom Set 6 pcs 
Sale $1199

Reg. $1699

No Tax on all Home Decor and Accents

Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

WELLESLEY COUNCIL 
WILL HAVE THREE 
new faces – two who won 
seats in Monday’s munic-
ipal election and one by 
acclamation – in its next 
session.

In Ward 2, Derek Brick 
defeated Mary Lichty by 
613 to 356, while Claude 
Hergott beat Robert 
Caskanette 423 votes to 
297 to take Ward 4.

The newly elected 
representatives will join 
Mayor Nowak, who was 
acclaimed to a third 
term, and Ward 1 Coun. 
Shelley Wagner, who was 
acclaimed to a fifth term. 
Newcomer Lori Sebben 
was acclaimed in Ward 2, 
where Herb Neher, joining 
current councillors Peter 
van der Maas (Ward 3) and 

Wellesley will have 
three new faces 
at the council table

→ WELLESLEY 6The former Bristow Inn property in Elmira has been transformed into a haunted house for Halloween. See story p. 23. Bill Atwood

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

RE-ELECTED FOR A 
THIRD TERM Monday, 
Woolwich Mayor Sandy 

Shantz will have new 
faces around the council 
table in the next term.

Shantz garnered 3,929 
votes in the October 24 
municipal election, while 

challenger Patrick Merli-
han, currently a Ward 1 
councillor, received 2,857.

Neither incumbent 
ran in Ward 1, so two 
newcomers – Evan 

Burgess and Nathan 
Cadeau – will join council 
next month. In Ward 2, 
Eric Schwindt defeated 
incumbent Fred Rede-
kop, while in Ward 3, →  WOOLWICH 6

Shantz re-elected mayor in Woolwich
former councillor Bonnie 
Bryant and first-time 
candidate Kayla Grant 
prevailed.

Shantz says she is 
looking forward to work-

ing on the township’s 
strategic plan which was 
put on hold because of 
the pandemic. And while 
there was discussion 

Carl Smit (Ward 4), opted 
not to run again.

With just two races, 
voter turnout was just 
24.15 per cent, as 2,029 of 
the 8,402 eligible voters 
cast ballots.

Brick, who was working 
Monday evening, kept a 
close eye on the Wellesley 
results as they came in.

“It was exciting to listen, 
and then friends and 
family reached out with 
congratulations,” he said.

During the campaign, 
Brick heard from many 
people bringing attention 
to issues in the commu-
nity.

“It was nice to see 
people that were engaged 
in what was happen-
ing in the community. 
Without a mayoral race, 
there wasn’t really much 
debate-wise, but it was 

All other seats on council will shift owners after this term, with four being filled by newcomers to municipal politics
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TWIN MATTRESS $699
DOUBLE MATTRESS $749
KING MATTRESS $999

QUEEN MATTRESS

$799

WHITNEY

EUROTOP
• Flippable Mattress!
• 1166 Pocket Coils
• Viscose Foam Layer
• 2” High Density Foam
• Double Fibre Pad/Lumbar Support

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$299
TWIN MATTRESS $249
DOUBLE MATTRESS $279
KING MATTRESS $499

ADELINE 
EUROTOP

416-13 gauge spring coil system
Organic Bamboo Cover

Heavy duty fibre pad/lumbar support

NO TAX

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE...SLEEP-EZZZ.COM

TWIN SET $799
DBLE SET $849
KING SET $1399

TWIN SET $699
DBLE SET $749
KING SET $1299

   QUEEN SET

$899
  QUEEN SET

$999
TWIN SET $899
DBLE SET $949
KING SET $1499

DRSG V 
FIRM OR PLUSH 

EUROPILLOWTOP

DRSG III 
TIGHT TOP 

EXTRA FIRM
MAKERS OF

REFLEXION ADJUSTABLE 

POWER BASES
CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
ONE FOR YOUR NEEDS

REFLEXION PULSE

HE RIGHT 
OUR NEEDS

PULSE

LIFT BASES 
FROM

ALEXIS
POCKET COIL
816 Zoned Pocket Coils 
with Gel Memory Foam
plus Memory Foam

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

SAVE 
$700

$899
FROM

$899898 99$899

LISA 
PILLOWTOP
POCKET COIL
816 Zoned Pocket Coils 
with Gel Memory Foam
plus Memory Foam 
plus Latex

SAVE 
$800

DRSG VI
PLUSH 

EUROTOP
MAKERS OF MAKERS OF

TWIN
MATTRESS

$129
CASH & CARRY ONLY

WATERLOO
354 KING ST. N.,

ON KING, SOUTH OF COLUMBIA 
IN THE AYRES BULK FOOD BUILDING

KITCHENER
844 COURTLAND AVE., EAST

AT THE EXPRESSWAY BESIDE 
JAMIESON TRUCK RENTAL

CAMBRIDGE
415 HESPELER RD.

CORNER OF HESPELER & BISHOP

C
O

U
P

O
N

PLUS

$200 OFF
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

ANY
TEMPUR-PEDIC 

MATTRESS
PLUS

NO TAX

GARNET
POCKET COIL
• Comfort Pocket Coils
• Bamboo Cover
• Insulator Pad
•
•

     QUEEN 
       MATTRESS

   $599

SAVE 
$600

OXSPRING SOLD SEPARPARP ATEATEA LYLYL

     QUEEN 
       MATTRESS

  $699

     QUEEN 
       MATTRESS

$799

FOAM 
ENCASED VISCO

MEMORY 
FOAM

VISCO
MEMORY 

FOAM

QUEEN SET

$799

BROOKLYN 
EUROTOP
• 416-13 gauge spring 

coil system 
• Organic Cotton Cover
• Heavy duty fibre pad 

with lumbar support

CHARLOTTE 
PILLOWTOP
• 600-13 gauge spring coils 
• Bamboo Fabric Heavy duty 

fibre pad with lumbar support 
• Edge Guard

TWIN MATTRESS $329
DOUBLE MATTRESS $369
KING MATTRESS $599

TWIN MATTRESS $399
DOUBLE MATTRESS $479
KING MATTRESS $699

TWIN MATTRESS $499
DOUBLE MATTRESS $549
KING MATTRESS $799

QUEEN MATTRESS

$399
  QUEEN MATTRESS

$499
QUEEN MATTRESS

$599

MEAGAN
POCKET COIL
• 972 Tri-zone Pocket Coils
• Parameter Foam Support
• Extra Lumbar Support
• Bio-Foam, Eco-Friendly
• Bamboo Fabric

ADELINE 
EUROTOOTOOT P

NNNOOO TTTTAAATATTAT XXAXA
SASAS VAVA E VE V

0

OOO
MATTRESS BLOWOUT!

THE RENAISSANCE 
LUXURY FIRM 
• 1200 Zoned Comfort Pockets
• Gel Quilt Foam Layer
• An Extra Layer of BioFoam
• Ice Viscogel Added Layer

TWIN SET $799DOUBLE SET $899KING SET $1499

QUEEN MATTRESS& BOXSPRING!
ONLY$999

SET 1499

PLUS FREE EXPRESS DELIVERY
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three Today (Oct. 27) is “Dress Purple Day,” with 
people encourage to sport that colour in 
support of Children’s Aid Societies across 
Ontario and to raise awareness about the 
important role that individuals and commu-
nities play in supporting vulnerable children, 
youth, and families.

With demand for pile fabrics diving down in 
recent years, Glenoit Corporation of Canada 
is closing the doors of its Elmira manufac-
turing facility. The fabric business and its 
predecessor have called Elmira home for 
more than 40 years. The Howard Avenue 
facility produces an array of pile fabrics sold 
to clothing and garment manufacturers.
From the Oct. 29, 2005 edition of The Observer

The colour purple From the archives

Lang 2023
Wall Calendar 
12” x 12” 

Blueline® Monthly
Desk Pads

OVER 50 STYLES 
IN STOCK

NOW AVAILABLE: 2023 Business Calendars, Date Books & Diaries

OP Brand 
Daily Planners

Products may not be exactly as shown. While Supplies last. See store for details.

NEW

Super
Saver
GUARANTEED
LOW PRICES

WE MATCH THE 
COMPETITION

1 Union St., Elmira  519-669-2201 • 99 Geddes St., Elora 519-846-5540               Shop at www.schelters.ca     Office & School Supplies • Print Copy Courier • Computer IT Supplies

Blueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® MonthlyBlueline® Monthly

NOW AVAILABLE:NOW AVAILABLE:NOW AVAILABLE:NOW AVAILABLE:NOW AVAILABLE:NOW AVAILABLE:NOW AVAILABLE:NOW AVAILABLE:NOW AVAILABLE:NOW AVAILABLE:NOW AVAILABLE:

#OPB40003#BLIC181731

$1979$1979
Reg. $24.99

Super
Saver

$479$479
Reg. $7.79

Super
Saver

$799$799
Reg. $9.99

Super
Saver

→ HUMANE SOCIETY 5

Company gets nod for new Elmira gas station
Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

THE GAS STATION 
PROPOSED FOR Arthur 
Street South and Earl 
Martin Drive in Elmira has 
been approved. Construc-
tion is expected to begin 
in May.

This will be the third 

Brook Bell, the canine coordinator, 
plays with Buddy the dog, a 15-year-
old mixed breed who is up for adop-
tion. Leah Gerber

gas station, and fourth 
carwash in a 700-metre 
radius at the south end of 
town.

Grant Castle Corp. 
needed approval from the 
township’s committee 
of adjustment to include 
a convenience store, as 
there was a rule that only 
one convenience store 

was permitted in the 
area. Approval was also 
needed to increase the 
size of the convenience 
store larger than normally 
permitted. Both requests 
were approved by the 
committee of adjustment. 
The 20-day appeal period 
ended with no one filing 
an objection.  

The township’s fee to file 
an appeal is $500, which is 
accompanied by another 
fee from the Ontario Land 
Tribunal.

At an August commit-
tee of adjustment meet-
ing, Bill Scott, a nearby 
resident, presented his 
concerns about the gas 
station. 

“By adding this [gas 
station], now we’ll have 
three gas stations with 
convenience stores and 
four car washes within 700 
metres,” he told commit-
tee member. “I really am 
challenged to see what the 
justification is for Grant 
Castle to locate in that 
particular part of Elmira.” →GAS STATION

He was also concerned 
the gas station would 
cause more traffic conges-
tion in the area with 
people turning into it 
from Arthur Street, with 
no expansion of the road 
scheduled any time soon.    

Rachel Bossie, a planner 
with the GSP consulting 

Humane society one of eight grant recipients
Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

THE HUMANE SOCIETY 
OF KITCHENER Waterloo 
and Stratford Perth is one 
of eight animal shelters 
in Canada selected for the 
Pedigree Foundation’s 
first year expanding its 
granting program into 
Canada.

The local shelter 

received $15,000.
“This money will be 

used to subsidize some of 
the medical and trans-
portation costs for our 
transfer dog program in 
2023, staff training and 
the purchasing of mobile 
dog crates for increased 
comfort and efficiency,” 
said Nasreen, a spokes-
person for the humane 
society.

In 2020, 20,239 dogs 
were admitted to animal 
shelters in Canada, and 
58,793 cats, according to 
Humane Canada.

The grant is part of the 
Pedigree Foundation’s 
larger granting program 
that donated $100,000 to 
eight shelters across the 
country.

“Pedigree Foundation 
Canadian Grant Program 

comes at a time when shel-
ters in Canada are facing 
many issues including 
overcapacity, staffing 
constraints and lack of 
resources.  The grant is 
part of Pedigree Founda-
tion’s work to help find 
dogs loving homes and 
end pet homelessness in 
Canada,” said Tanny Chiu, 
a spokesperson for the 

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

TEACH FOR CANADA 
IS AN organization that 
helps recruit qualified 
teachers to teach in north-
ern Indigenous commu-
nities, and also offers 
support while the teachers 
are there.

“We partner with First 
Nation communities, and 
through those partner-
ships, we’re able to help 
them hire teachers. So we 
have a teacher recruit-
ment, matching and 
training process. So that is 
really the core of our work, 
is to fulfill short term 
staffing needs with First 
Nations,” said Meredith 
Stapon, a spokesperson 
for the organization.

Once recruited, Teach 
for Canada hosts a 
two-week preparation 
program in the summer. 
Here, the teachers meet 
other teachers, and are 
prepared for life up north. 
There are currently 120 
Teach for Canada teachers 

Teach for Canada recruits educators to 
fill posts in Indigenous communities

working in 23 partner First 
Nations communities, 
says Stapon.

After their preparation 
program, teachers are 
matched to the right-fit-
ting positions in partner 
community schools. 
While up north, teachers 
are supported by Teach 
for Canada. They receive 
help with developing 
lessons, and are visited 
by a support worker a 
few times in the years. 
They have weekly or 
bi-weekly check-ins and 
mental health resources 
and counselling services. 
Teachers sign on for a 
two-year commitment. 
Stapon says teachers 
sometimes stay longer, 
and that they still have 
teachers on from their 
first cohort in 2015.

Christina Petrie grew 
up in Oshawa, and is now 
in her third year teaching 
in Lac Seul in northwest-
ern Ontario, near Sioux 
Lookout. She first signed 
up with Teach for Canada 

Where teaching 
comes with
a lot to learn 

→  TEACH FOR CANADA 4

Facing no appeals, Grant Castle Corp.  plans to begin construction in May, with a target of opening next October
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”

“

Keep Your 
Keys Safe!

Order key tags 
online.

1 800 250-3030 
waramps.ca

If you lose your 
keys with a 

War Amps tag 
attached, we can 

return them to 
you by courier, 
free of charge.

A few days 
after I lost my 

keys, they were 
returned from 

The War Amps. It 
was the first time 

in my life that 
I have jumped 

with joy!

– Sara

Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

THIS HALLOWEEN 
WILL ONCE AGAIN see 
the younger members of 
Elmira’s Woodside Bible 
Fellowship conducting 
their annual food drive 
for the food bank at 
Woolwich Community 
Services.

Dating back to 2003, 
CANS (Citizens Always 
Need Supper) collects 
about 4,500 pounds of 
food each year. Some 80 
volunteers will be going 
door to door in Elmira 
during regular trick or 
treating hours to collect 
canned food and other 
items for the food bank. 

“It’s been something in 
junior youth where you 
hear about the idea of 
CANS and then being able 
to actually go and do it 
has been pretty cool. It’s 
been amazing how just 
a small idea came to this 
big thing that people look 
forward to,” said Alison 
Martin, who is helping to 
lead CANS this year.

“You’re going door to 
door anyway – it’s kind of 
a perfect opportunity. I’m 
surprised no one thought 

of it sooner. It’s worked 
out really well,” she said.

Elmira residents have 
been very generous to 
CANS, Martin added.

“They expect people to 
show up on Halloween. I 
remember one year, this 
old couple gave me a huge 
box with like 12 different 
big apple juice containers. 
And we get grocery carts 
from the local grocery 
store, and they let us use 
it for the night. So we just 
all collect as much food 
as possible, and then box 
it up when we come back 
here.”

Jamieson Colwell, 
another participant, 
echoed that sentiment.

“Just in one small 
section, they filled up 
shopping carts full of food 
and that’s just one small 
section of Elmira,” he 
said.

CANS being led by the 
youth and young adults is 
significant, Martin said.

“We don’t have a lot of 
opportunities like this in 
our community where 
we have such a large 
number of people to get 
the whole town involved 
in something. We’re 
trying to reach as many 

Young Elmirans going door to door for more than candy

Alison Martin and Jamieson Colwell will be participating in the annual CANS food drive on Halloween.  Bill Atwood

houses in Elmira, hope-
fully all if possible. So I 
think it’s really cool that 
we’re able to connect the 
older generations with the 
younger generations in 
our whole entire commu-
nity,” Martin explained

about six years ago.  Her 
first post was in Sandy 
Lake First Nation, a fly-in 
first nation community 
in northwestern Ontario, 
relatively close to the 
Manitoba border, 227 km 
northeast of Red Lake. 
It’s also accessible by ice 
road in the winter. Petrie 
taught there for three 
years, she said.

Petrie says she appreci-
ates the community she’s 
been able to build through 
Teach for Canada, even 
after she finished working 
with them.

What are the chal-
lenges of living in a fly-in 
community? 

“Groceries. There’s 
transportation, but there’s 
no transportation. There’s 
only one grocery store 
and it was on the northern 
side, so it was a 20-minute 
walk. You have to walk 
20 minutes to get your 
groceries and then you’re 
done work at 4, they close 
at 5, nothing’s open on 
Sundays. You can only 
go grocery shopping on 
a Saturday – just differ-
ent inconveniences that 
you’re really not used to 
after living in a city.

“Eventually a friend 
of mine won a truck in a 
fish derby so we would 
kind of borrow her truck 
if we needed groceries or 

needed to pick up pack-
ages at the store for the 
post office. But random 
people would offer us 
rides as well – you just 
jump in the back of their 
pickup truck. It’s a big 
adjustment that way. And 
then, prices. If you wanted 
a frozen pizza, that was 
over $20, things like that.”

She also spoke about 
how infrastructure like 
hydro and Internet can be 
unreliable.

But to Petrie, the bene-
fits outweigh the nega-
tives.

“One thing I think that I 
enjoy and probably why I 
still live on a [reservation] 
is, it’s just a lot slower of 
a life. You’re not dealing 
with constant traffic. 
You’re not dealing with 
constant noise. It actu-
ally gets dark at night, 
which I really like. Just 
a slower life. There’s just 
less things that you need 
to be doing all the time, so 
you can kind of pick and 
choose when you want to 
be social, things like that.

“I’m an outdoors 
person, so ice fishing, 
regular fishing, going out 
on snowmobiles. And 
then doing that with my 
students, getting paid 
to do things with my 
students. I still do camp-
ing trips with my students 
every year, so I go camp-

ing for three or four days 
with my students,” said 
Petrie.

“I am planning to stay 
here, I have no intentions 
of moving anytime soon.”

Stapon says the long-
term vision is for north-
ern schools to be led and 
staffed by local commu-
nity members.

The organization also 
helps with capacity build-
ing in northern schools, 
for example, by providing 
support to education 
assistants and offering 
them professional oppor-
tunities, including help-
ing them become certified 

teachers if they want to.
Teach for Canada 

started as an idea between 
Sydney Adam Golden-
berg, Kyle Hill and Mark 
W. Podlasly in 2010. 
During their time in a 
public policy leadership 
program called Action 
Canada, they identi-
fied high turnover and 
low teacher supply as 
contributing factors to the 
education inequality in 
First Nations communi-
ties. Eventually, five years 
later, Teach for Canada 
launched its first cohort.

That first year, Teach 
for Canada had seven 

partner First Nations 
communities. And that 
has grown over seven 
years to 23.

Stapon says that an 
advisory committee 
for Teach for Canada 
includes community 
members from partner 
First Nations groups. The 
committee identifies the 
priorities that help guide 
the organization and the 
services it provides.

“We’ve heard that it’s 
obviously important 
to help build up local 
infrastructure. And that 
kind of goes along with 

→ FROM 3

TEACH FOR CANADA: Providing participants with a different take on northern communities

“We don’t do it very 
often. So I think having 
an organization involved 
in an event like this is 
pretty special.”

Colwell shared in the 
excitement of participat-
ing in the event this year,

“I’m really excited about 
going out again this year. 
I really love going around, 
seeing all the people and 
a lot of them are happy to 
see that you’re coming, 
not for the candy,” he said.

According to the WCS 

website, the most needed 
items include laundry 
detergent, shampoo, 
canned salmon and meat, 
canned veggies, juice, 
cereal, Kraft Dinner, 
canned fruit and dried 
pasta.

Teach for Canada is an organization that recruits qualified teachers to teach in remote First Nation 
communities. Currently they work in northern Ontario and Manitoba and are expanding.  Submittted

→  TEACH FOR CANADA 10
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$9.99

PORK SAUSAGE

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$11.39 /lbMEDIUM CHEDDAR

$4.49 /lb
Reg.$5.95/lb

/lb

ST. ALBERT

PLAIN OR GARLIC

son for the foundation.”
Nasreen said that the 

HSKWSP is experienc-
ing the larger trend that 
shelters are experiencing 
across North America 
including higher calls for 
support, more intakes 
and slowing adoptions.

“The pandemic, 
economy, inflation and 
challenges with access 
to veterinary care have 
caused pressure for pet 
owners,” she said.

Nasreen says staff try 
to direct people to their 
programs available to 
help keep them their pets 
before having to surren-
der them completely. 
This includes their pet 
pantry program, low cost 
spay neuter, and help for 

behaviour and training 
services, she said.

How were the grantees 
selected? 

“There are a lot of 
Canadian shelters doing 
some amazing work 
right now to help pets 
find their forever homes 
within Canada,” said 
Chiu. “After talking to 
several shelters, Pedi-
gree Foundation learned 
that programs relat-
ing to matching and 
behavioural, transport 
and support in remote 
communities signifi-
cantly increase dog adop-
tions. With that, Pedigree 
Foundation decided the 
grants would be awarded 
to shelters that need 
support in developing 
those kinds of programs.”

Legion rolling out compostable 
poppies for this year’s campaign

Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

AS THE ROYAL CANA-
DIAN LEGION’S annual 
poppy campaign launches 
on Friday, the national 
veterans support organi-
zation has introduced two 
significant changes to the 
promotion.

For the first time, the 
Legion will have biode-
gradable poppies and 
wreaths available. The 
poppies will be made from 
paper and cotton velvet, 
while the wreaths will be 
made from paper, cotton 
velvet, bamboo and real 
moss. Only the poppy pins 
and wreath bows will not 
be biodegradable. While 
the organization says that 
it will be a few more years 
for the residual stock to be 
completely depleted it will 
eventually only distribute 
the biodegradable option.

“We’re always looking 
at ways to modernize to 
make it easier for people 
to donate and add new 
things to the campaign… 
these have been several 
years in the making. It’s 
taken a bit of time to find 
out just the right materi-

als to use for them,” said 
Legion spokesperson 
Nujma Bond.

“We distribute close to 
20 million poppies every 
year. Although in some 
areas people may be able 
to put them into the recy-
cling campaigns, recycling 
is different than being 
biodegradable. And so the 
environmental footprint 
that’s left at the end of the 
day is very different. And 
we wanted to make sure 
that we could also do our 
part in being more envi-
ronmentally sustainable 
in our activities,” Bond 
said.

Also new this year is 
“Poppy Stories.” Scan-
ning a poppy with a 
smartphone will bring 
up a website with a small 
anecdote about different 
Canadians who gave their 
lives in service to the 
country.

Compiled with the help 
of Veteran Affairs Canada, 
the stories will include 
things about veterans 
such as where they grew 
up, some of their interests 
and how they served, she 
explained. 

“It’s a little window 

into the lives of Canadian 
veterans. And one way to 
also feel closer and feel a 
deeper connection to the 
veterans of our country 
and what they have done 
for us in the long term.”

This is also a way to 
connect with the younger 
generation, Bond added.

“All of these stories 
will resonate at different 
levels for different people, 
because they will see 
themselves in those lives 
in those stories. And our 
hope is just that people 
will connect with the 
veterans who have served 
our country and see a little 
bit of themselves or even 
family members in those 
stories and be able to 
connect more deeply with 
our veteran population.”

Locally, the Elmira 
Legion has received gener-
ous support over the years, 
said Sandy Pember, chair 
of the poppy campaign.

“Hopefully we’ll 
continue again this year so 
that we can assist veterans 
and also we make dona-
tions to the local hospitals 
and some other beneficia-
ries as well,” Pember said.

That support goes 

→ FROM 3

Elmira branch is now gearing up for Remembrance Day event set for Elmira on Nov. 6
beyond the poppy 
campaign, she added.

“We’re very fortunate 
that it’s not uncommon 
for people when someone 
passes away that they ask 
for donations to be sent 
to the Legion or to the 
poppy fund. And it varies 
of course, but it really does 
help us pursue benefiting 
different organizations.” 

The poppy is a symbol of 
remembrance not just of 
the past, but of the present 
as well, Pember said.

“Over the years we’ve 
got younger veterans and 
we’ve still got younger 
people in the services and 
when I think it’s import-
ant that we acknowledge 
them as well as those who 
worked hard and in the 
First and Second World 
War, Korea, Afghanistan – 
each of those scenarios.”

This year’s Remem-
brance Day ceremonies 
in Elmira will take place 
on November 6 with a 
march from the Legion 
building to the cenotaph 
at 2:45 p.m. A dinner will 
also take place at 6 p.m. 
Tickets are $17 and can be 
purchased at the Legion 
on First Street. 

TEACH FOR CANADA: Providing participants with a different take on northern communities

HUMANE SOCIETY: Organization 
is facing increase in calls for support

The grant will help 
the Humane Society 
continue its work, in-
cluding finding homes 
for dogs like Buddy. 
Leah Gerber

Volunteers with Welles-
ley’s poppy campaign 
have been creating 
poppies and affixing 
them to bridges in the 
village. Bill Atwood
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good to see there’s so many 
people from within the 
community coming out 
and asking questions that 
they were showing interest 
in the politics, which was 
nice,” Brick said.

Even if Litchy had won, 
the community would 
have been in good hands, 
he added.

“It was nice to see Mary’s 
name in the race. She’s 
obviously been active in 
the community for a long 
time. I’m excited to take on 
the role and the challenges 
that it brings.”

Brick is looking to build 
off of what the former 
council has been doing.

“They’ve done well 
in the past here so we’re 
lucky we’re in a good 
spot to kind of carry that 
forward. I’m excited to see 
our new arena get built. I 
think that’s going to bring 

a lot of great opportunities 
to the township. And I’m 
also excited to expand our 
recreational footprint and 
offer more to our commu-
nity,” he said.

He added he hopes to 
bring more amenities to 
the township.

Hergott said he was 
pleased with the results.

“I am looking forward 
to it. I am glad that the 
campaign is over and I’m 
excited to get started. This 
is my first time running 
and campaigning – it was 
all new to me, but it was 
interesting and I learned a 
lot. I got to reconnect with 
some old friends while 
campaigning,” he said.

Nowak said it will be 
a learning curve for all 
three new councillors and 
himself. 

“Just to get a sense 
of what people’s priori-
ties are, I have followed 

with interest some of 
the platforms that the 
individuals have put on 
social media. It seems to 
me that they understand 
some of the challenges 
that we’re facing and are 
really encouraged. They 
all seem to be there for the 
right reason; they want 
to improve things in the 
township for our residents, 
so I’m encouraged. I think 
we’re going to have a posi-
tive council. I think we’re 
going to have one that is 
going to work together and 
then move this commu-
nity forward,” said Nowak.

Nowak expects the first 
few months of the new 
term to be busy. 

“We have a lot of big 
issues that we’re going to 
be dealing with. The first 
one will be the budget. It’s 
going to be a very chal-
lenging budget. And we’ll 
have to see what the expec-

→ FROM 1

WELLESLEY: With budget on the agenda, new councillors face learning curve

about conducting the 
work and public consul-
tations online, Shantz 
says that idea didn’t sit 
well with her.

“That kind of plan-
ning needs to be done in 
person,” she said. “I think 
it will be a really exciting 
process because that will 
set the stage for where 
we’re going as a township 
over the next five or 10 
years.

“I will continue to do 
the very best I can to 
represent the township 
and the needs that we 
have here,” she added, 
noting the campaign 
highlighted again for her 
the importance of giving 
people the opportunity to 
get involved.

In Ward 1, Evan Burgess 
and Nathan Cadeau won 
the seats with 2,055 votes 
and 1,510 votes respec-
tively. Behind Cadeau 
came Dan Holt with 1,304 
votes and Cheryle Baker 
with 822.

Burgess said running 
the campaign was a great 
experience.

“I enjoyed connecting 
with local residents and 
hearing their thoughts, 
concerns and vision for 
this community,” he said.

For Cadeau, it’s a new 
experience to go along 
with his arrival in Elmira 
three years ago.

“As a relatively new 
resident to Elmira, I did 
find it challenging to 
get my message out. I 
printed out some flyers 
and walked around the 
community dropping 

them off at as many 
houses as I could get to. 
I would chat with people 
at the gas station pumps 
and the checkout lines. 
I appreciate everyone 
who has taken the time 
to chat with me about 
their hopes and visions 
for the future of Elmira,” 
he said.

“I would like to give 
a shout-out to the four 
candidates from Ward 
1. Cheryle, Dan, and 
Evan all ran incredible 
campaigns. I thoroughly 
enjoyed sharing ideas 
with you three. It is 
heartening that there 
were four candidates 
that feel strongly enough 
about Elmira to raise 
their hand to serve.”

Eric Schwindt won 
the Ward 2 seat with 618 
votes, beating out incum-
bent Fred Redekop’s 483.

“Meeting people and 
talking about local 
issues,” was the best part 
of campaigning, said 
Schwindt. “Everyone’s 
engaged and likes talking 
about home.”  

In Ward 3, Bonnie 
Bryant took one of the 
two seats with 1,223 
votes. Kayla Grant took 
the other with 1,104 
votes. Paul Bolger and 
incumbent Murray 
Martin each had 807 
votes and 631 votes 
respectively.

Grant said she was 
grateful for the support 
she received from the 
community. 

“It reaffirmed my 
belief my community is 
supportive. People are 

incredibly kind,” adding 
she also gained an appre-
ciation for the diversity 
in the township. “When 
you are out talking, you 
get so many different 
perspectives.”

Bryant said the biggest 
challenge was “trying to 
connect with as many 
people as possible. I had 
a great team of people 
working with me to 
cover the ward,” adding 
“people want to be a part 
of a community. They 
want to feel connected 
and not forgotten.”

After the results were 
posted, at a post-election 
gathering at his home, 
Merlihan gave words 
of encouragement to 
newly elected Grant and 
Schwindt. He let them 
know he’ll be there if they 
need him, and encour-
aged them to keep their 
work and actions in the 
public eye.

All the members of 
the council are eager to 
get to work and repre-
sent the electorate. All 
of them expressed their 
gratitude to their support 
and helpers. They hope 
that in turn, people will 
continue to be engaged in 
local issues and council.  

Said Shantz, “You elect 
a few people to represent 
you on council, but we 
need to hear from you 
what’s important to you 
and why it’s important 
to you. And then it’s our 
job to put all those pieces 
together.”

The voter turnout was 
34.7 per cent, up from 
31.8 per cent in 2018.

Mayoral candiate Patrick Merlihan hosted an election-night gathering Monday. Top, Eric Schwindt 
(Ward 2) and Kayla Grant (Ward 3) were among the winners. Middle, Merlihan congratulates Schwindt 
on his victory. Leah Gerber

→ FROM 1

WOOLWICH: New slate of councillors look forward to the 
challenges ahead, thanking community for support

tations are. But I think 
we’re all there for the right 
reason,” he added.

Nowak also expects 
affordable and seniors’ 
housing to be a big issue 
for the council going 
forward.

“I think that was some-
thing that was on every-
body’s list.”

Nowak also acknowl-
edged the two candidates 
who didn’t win.

“I congratulate those 
that have put their name 
forward. I think that just to 
do that takes some cour-
age….The people made 
their choice, but I think 
we’re all winners because 
of the debates and discus-
sion. And [with] the new 
ideas that were brought 
forward, I think that this 
council is going to have an 
opportunity to redo some 
of those issues and move 
forward.”
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Elmira Medical Centre
2 Park Ave. W., Elmira

Beginning October 25th, 
65 YEARS AND OLDER CAN COME ANY 
Tuesday OR Thursday, 9-10:30am and 1-2:30pm

Flu shot clinics 2022
For all patients 6 months and older

Date Time Place

Saturday, November 5th  9-12 & 1-4 EMC

Thursday, November 10th  9-11 & 1-4 EMC

Saturday, November 12th  9-12 & 1-4 EMC

Monday, November 14th 1-4 EMC

Saturday, November 19th  9-12 & 1-4 EMC

Saturday, November 26th 9-12 & 1-4 EMC

Saturday, December 10th  9-12 & 1-4 EMC

ATTENTION ELMIRA MEDICAL 
PATIENTS ONLY

FLU    CLINICS

OCTOBER 16

2:45 PM | An 18-year-old 
Breslau man was charged 
following a traffic stop by 
Wellington County OPP 
on Speedville Avenue, 
Guelph. A grey sedan 
was observed travelling 
well above the posted 
60 km/h speed limit. The 
driver was stopped and 
charged with ‘perform 
stunt - excessive speed.’ 
The defendant is sched-
uled to appear in provin-
cial offences court in 
Guelph at a later date.

11:00 PM | A member 
o f  t h e  W e l l i n g t o n 
County OPP stopped 
for a stranded motorist 
on Wellington Road 86, 
Mapleton Township. As a 
result of the investigation, 
a 52-year-old of Harris-
ton man was charged 
with ‘impaired operation’ 
and ‘impaired operation 
- 80 plus.’ The accused 
is scheduled to appear 
in the Ontario court of 
justice in Guelph at a later 
date.

OCTOBER 18

9:56 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a deer collision 

The Ontario Provincial 
Police is now selling its 
canine unit calendar, the 
seventh year for the fund-
raising project in support 
of charities.

The calendar features 
24 photos, with canines 
from around the prov-
ince showcasing their 
specialty, location and 
role. July’s canine, 
six-year-old Kilo from 
London, is seen being 
lifted onto his handler’s 
shoulder using the carry 
method – a move that 
allows canines to be 
comfortably carried over 
dangerous grounds. 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

OPP release new canine unit calendar
In March you will meet 
five-year-old Mane from 
Orillia, an explosives 
detection canine who 
uses his keen sense 
of smell to identify an 
explosive device under a 
vehicle during a training 
exercise. Finally, prepare 
to get on the water with 
August’s model, seven-
year-old Dance from Sault 
Ste. Marie.

All proceeds from the 
2023 OPP canine unit 
calendar go to the OPP 
Youth Foundation and 
the Friends of The OPP 
Museum. Last year’s 
calendar sales raised 

more than $42,900 
for those causes. Each 
calendar costs $15 and 
can be purchased at the 
OPP Off Duty Shopp at 
oppshop.on.ca, police 
said in a release.

The OPP canine unit 
has been supporting 
frontline and special-
ized policing functions 
for more than 50 years. 
Handlers and their 
canines provide assis-
tance with search and 
rescue, tracking wanted 
persons, detecting 
narcotics, and searching 
for firearms, explosives 
and physical evidence.

on Arthur Street South and 
the Conestoga Parkway 
near St. Jacobs.

OCTOBER 20

7:00 AM |  Perth County 
OPP received a report 
that a trailer had been 
stolen sometime between 
5:30 p.m. on October 19 
and the time of the report 
from a residence located 
on Line 29 in the Town-
ship of Perth East. The 
trailer is described as 
a 2022 white Lightning 
LTF with an estimated 
value of $18,000. Police 
reminded citizens to keep 
all vehicles and buildings 
locked and report any 
suspicious activity imme-
diately. Consider install-
ing security features, 
such as increased light-
ing, cameras, or alarms. 
Anyone with information 
regarding this or any inci-
dent is asked to call the 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122 
or online at www.opp.ca/
reporting. Should you wish 
to remain anonymous you 
can call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or 
leave an anonymous online 
message at www.P3tips.
com where you may be 
eligible to receive a cash 
reward of up to $2,000.

11:06 PM | Water-
loo Regional  Pol ice 
responded to a report 
of a break-in at a busi-
ness on Weber Street 
North near St. Jacobs. 
Officers arrived at the 
business and arrested a 
male. As a result of the 
investigation, a 38-year-
old Waterloo man was 
arrested and charged 
with break and enter as 
a well as possession of 
break-in tools. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-
9777 or Crime Stoppers 
at  1-800-222-8477. 
Anonymous tips can also 
be submitted at www.
waterloocrimestoppers.
com. 

OCTOBER 22

2 :48 PM |  Po l ice 
received a report of a 
break and enter at a busi-
ness on Sawmill Road in 
Woolwich Township. 
Sometime between Octo-
ber 15 and October 22, 
an unknown subject(s) 
attended the location 
and took a vehicle from 
a shed. Anyone with 
information about this 
incident is asked to call 
police or Crime Stoppers.

Mike Gingrich was driving near the corner of Bonnie Crescent and Union Street in Elmira on Friday 
afternoon around 3:15p.m. when he saw smoke emerging from a truck in a parking lot. By the time 
he stopped and turned around, the pickup had exploded and was engulfed in flames. Woolwich 
firefighters responded, noting the vehicle was unoccupied. Leah Gerber

Elmira firefighters responded to the Walco Equipment location in Elmira Tuesday after a fire was 
reported. The company said it had a burn permit. Bill Atwood
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “Whether it’s checking the information we 
see online, thinking critically about the media 
we’re consuming or being aware on how we 
interact with others online, digital media liter-
acy touches every aspect of our digital lives.”
Kathryn Ann Hill, executive director at MediaSmarts, on 
Media Literacy Week.

Some 52% of Canadians say it was becom-
ing less affordable to feed themselves 
and their families. Meanwhile, 46% find 
themselves closer to insolvency – $200 or 
less away from being unable to meet their 
financial obligations. The combination of 
rising costs, interest rates, and inflation 
have already pushed people to cut back.
Consumer Debt Index

Verbatim The Monitor

This week’s municipal elections ensured the 
majority of councillors in the townships will be 
new faces when the next terms begin. 

In Woolwich, only Mayor Sandy Shantz will 
return from the current incarnation of council. Ward 1’s 
Patrick Merlihan ran for mayor, falling short, while Scott 
McMillan opted not to run again. Instead, Elmira will be 
represented by newcomers Evan Burgess and Nathan 
Cadeau.

In Ward 2, Eric Schwindt beat out incumbent Fred Rede-
kop for the seat at the table. Ward 3 will be represented by 
a former councillor, Bonnie Bryant, and first-timer Kayla 
Grant. They’ll replace Murray Martin, who stood for re-elec-
tion, and Larry Shantz, who opted not to run this time. 

In Wellesley, two of five members are returning to coun-
cil: Mayor Joe Nowak and Ward 1 Coun. Shelley Wagner, 
both of whom were acclaimed. Newcomer Lori Sebben was 
acclaimed in Ward 2, replacing long-time representative 
Herb Neher, who opted against running again. 

With both Ward 3’s Peter van der Maas and Ward 4’s Carl 
Smit also stepping down after this term, there were votes 
cast to replace them, with Derek Brick and Claude Hergott 
emerging victorious in the respective wards.

While the election was something of a marathon for those 
involved in races, the real work begins when their term 
begins next month.

Even the returning council members would be well served 
to use the start of a new term to take stock of what their roles 
mean. As with elected officials at any level, they’ll need 
to be cognizant of the fact they represent those who voted 
for them, those who didn’t, those who neglected to vote at 
all and the interests of the township as a whole. Often, the 
needs, wants and priorities of those various groups will be in 
direct opposition to each other.

Yes, the hard part is yet to come.
Councillors are, of course, aware of some of the most 

pressing issues already on the table, including the infra-
structure deficit, rising operational expenses and levels of 
taxation outstripping inflation, itself a problem that calls for 
public-sector austerity. Each of those will require council to 
take in a range of information and a variety of viewpoints. 
Decisions will not be easy.

The same is true of a host of other issues that are sure to 
arise over the next four years.

Ideally, citizens will see a more active body, working for 
the interests of the public rather than simply passive admin-
istrators, more often dealing with staff reports than setting a 
policy agenda, 

That would be a positive development, particularly in 
Woolwich, where there’s been a drift away from council’s 
representative function. In Woolwich, there are expendi-
tures – some of them substantial – that provide few if any 
direct benefits to the public, but for the most part cuts would 
mean some service reductions to some residents. Leaders 
determined to set priorities would need to balance expecta-
tions with reasonable levels of taxation, essentially selling 
the merits of more prudent spending. That’s more work, 
however, than taking the easy road: spending more, and 
taxing everyone as a matter of course.

This is not a cue, however, for micromanagement. Staff 
will continue to operate the “business” portion of the town-
ship. What should be different is the environment in which 
they’ll operate, one established by those elected to represent 
the will of the electorate, those who pay the bills and for 
whose benefit the entire structure exists.

In short order, the budget process will get underway, and 
that will be the most pressing issue after the holidays. The 
approach councillors take to prioritizing expenses should 
help set the tone for their term, letting township residents 
know just how serious they are about doing the job correctly.

For newly elected officials, 
the real work is yet to come

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

“Death to [fill in the blank]!” 
has been the slogan of choice 

chanted by Iranian protest-
ers since the glory days of the 
Islamic Revolution in 1979. 
(“Death to the Shah!,” “Death 
to America!,” etc.) It’s now 43 
years later, however, and the 
content has become a bit more 
nuanced. 

The most popular chant of 
the young men and women 
(mostly under 25) who are now 
going to the streets all over 
Iran is “Zan! Zendegi! Azadi!” 
(“Women! Life! Freedom!”). 
‘Women’ comes first because 
it was the beating and death in 
custody of a 22-year-old woman 
arrested for letting too much 
hair show under her hijab that 
set the protests off.

The revolt is led by young 
women, to the extent that it 
has leaders at all, and they are 
still protesting after a month 
despite around 250 people 
killed by the regime’s forces 
and 12,500 arrested. Moreover, 
these protests are targeting 
the theocratic dictatorship as 
a whole, not just its various 
misdeeds and failings.

“Death to the dictator” or 
“Death to Khamenei!,” they 
chant, meaning Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei, in power since 1989. But 
they oppose any dictatorship, 
not just the current one, so they 
also condemn the former king 

All options look bad in Iran today
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

whom the Islamic Revolution 
overthrew: “Death to the Shah!”

That won’t weaken the deter-
mination of the revolution’s 
beneficiaries, including several 
hundred thousand well-armed 
religious fanatics in the Basij 
militia and the Iranian Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps, to defend 
the regime to the bitter end. 

Ayatollah Khamenei made 
the regime’s response clear 
a few days after the protests 
started. He called them “riots,” 
and said that they were “engi-
neered by America and the 
occupying, false Zionist regime 
[Israel], as well as their paid 
agents, with the help of some 
traitorous Iranians abroad.”

He may even believe that 
(he doesn’t get out much), but 
either way the die is cast. In 
order to overthrow the regime 
that the younger generation 
now reject, they will have to 
fight it.

The final battle may not 
happen now: in the past few 
days, the number of people 
daring to go into the streets 
and defy the regime’s enforcers 
seems to be dwindling. But it 
will come sooner or later, and it 
may not end well.

There are three possible 

outcomes. Option one is that it 
ends like the Shah’s overthrow 
in 1979. The crowds come out in 
ever greater numbers, offering 
themselves up to be slain by 
the ‘security’ forces, until the 
enforcers themselves grow 
sickened by the scale of the 
killing and refuse to shoot the 
citizens any more.

This is unlikely, because the 
rebels this time are not moti-
vated by the religious fervour 
that drove their grandparents 
four decades ago. Endless, 
willing self-sacrifice before the 
guns of the oppressors is not a 
style that will appeal to them, 
nor would the current regime 
just walk away like the Shah 
eventually did.

The second option is that the 
rebels arm themselves some-
how and try to bring the regime 
down by force. But the only way 
they would get large quantities 
of weapons is if significant 
numbers of the IRGC and the 
Basij defected to them. That’s 
unlikely, so it would probably 
just end up as a huge bloodbath 
but no regime change.

There is a third option, but it 
would probably lead to an even 
bigger bloodbath. If the young 
protesters did get enough 
weapons to take on the regime’s 
forces on a more or less equal 
basis, it would probably end up 
as a full-scale civil war.

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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Editor's 
Point of View

Plenty of reasons to blame for rapidly rising food prices

direct options to support 
local farmers, the three 
major retail operators are 
the focus. 

Not surprisingly, more 
competition is the mantra 
of the agency (though such 
words don’t always trans-
late into action

“The bureau’s past 
work indicates that, when 
consumers have more 
choices between grocery 
stores, they are likely to pay 
lower prices, gain greater 
convenience, and be served 
by higher levels of innova-
tion.”

The Competition 
Bureau offers many cave-
ats, however, citing the 
complexity of the industry. 
It doesn’t have the power 
to compel companies to 
disclose financial data. As 
such, the agency may not 
have enough information 

to draw firm conclusions 
about any anti-competitive 
practices. We’re supposed 
to know what it’s found by 
next June.

For Dr. Sylvain Charle-
bois of Dalhousie Univer-
sity, an agri-food expert 
familiar to readers here 
(see this week’s edition, for 
instance), heaping blame 
on grocers isn’t unexpected 
but may not be entirely fair.

“Consumers and politi-
cians have been continu-
ously criticizing Canadian 
grocers – all of them – for 
price gouging. The criti-
cism even pushed Ottawa’s 
standing parliamentary 
committee in agriculture 
to launch an investigation 
on the matter just a few 
weeks ago. The industry 
desperately needed to do 
something for its own repu-
tation,” he wrote in a recent 
opinion piece.

 “Some of the criticism 
was expected and likely 
deserved. Given what 
happened with the bread 

price-fixing scheme, few 
consumers have forgiven 
the industry, even after 
all this time. In December 
2017, Loblaw and Weston 
Bakeries admitted to 
having been part of a 
bread-price fixing scheme 
for 14 years. Indeed, Cana-
dians were able to apply 
for a $25 gift certificate, but 
not one single person in the 
industry was fined or went 
to jail. Things would have 
played out differently in 
the United States. Amer-
icans don’t mess around 
with companies trying to 
undermine the free market.

“In our grocers’ defence, 
though, financial numbers 
aren’t necessarily telling 
us that grocers are abus-
ing their oligopolistic 
powers, even in the current 
inflationary environment. 
Many will want to believe 
it, but the evidence is just 
not there. Canadian grocers 
have done well, but gross 
margins have remained 
anywhere between two 

and four per cent. While 
Loblaw’s numbers are 
slightly higher than usual 
this year, it’s nothing like in 
other economic sectors.”

Charlebois notes that 
banks are oligarchies 
doing much better than 
the grocery sector, with 
RBC alone making more 
in a single quarter than 
Loblaw, Metro and Sobeys 
did for the entire year ... 
combined.

For its part, Loblaw last 
week announced a price 
freeze until January on 
some 1,500 of its ‘no name’ 
brand items. That’s coming 
to the table later than some 
grocers in other countries 
and is perhaps all about 
PR, but could hopefully 
set the stage for more such 
moves.

In that vein, the Compe-
tition Bureau investigation 
could have grocers acting 
on their best behaviour, 
working in consumers’ 
favour. If nothing else, it 
should help curb so-called 

greed-flation.
Still, the reasons for food 

inflation goes well beyond 
corporate greed. 

Food production is 
energy intensive, so the 
sector is vulnerable to 
energy costs, which range 
from fuel for vehicles to 
the production of nitro-
gen chemical fertilizer. 
In that vein, the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine has not 
only driven up oil and gas 
prices, but has curtailed 
the production and export 
of foodstuffs and the likes 
of potash.

Beyond the current 
situation, soil depletion 
is an ongoing struggle. 
Farms are under increas-
ing pressure from rapid 
urban expansion, which is 
stripping away prime agri-
cultural land. A growing 
population, domestic and 
globally, means increased 
demand for farm outputs 
even as conditions worsen.

Those conditions also 
add to the problem of 
climate change, which 
is taking its toll on crop 
potential as floods and 
droughts, along with 
extreme temperatures, 
stress crops and reduce 
yields. 

While the green revolu-
tion of the 1960s emerged 
in the wake of some of the 
issues identified by the 
likes of Paul Ehrlich’s The 
Population Bomb and 
Rachel Carson’s Silent 
Spring, the technological 
fixes may have reached 
their end. If nothing else, 
they’re fraying at the 
ends just now, with their 
impacts being challenged 
in the wake of fossil-fuel 
dependency and the 
changing climate.

The Competition Bureau 
study won’t address any 
of those issues. It may in 
fact provide some relief 
– and an outlet for public 
anger – but the root causes 
of food-security woes run 
much deeper. A solution is 
well beyond the agency’s 
mandate.COVID fears are lingering just like other Halloween staples, though much less welcome.

Aside from perhaps the 
gas pump, the largest 

example of our inflationary 
discontent is found at the 
grocery store. Prices have 
jumped dramatically, leav-
ing many Canadians with 
hard choices in an already 
economically difficult 
time.

Although many of 
the issues to blame for 
skyrocketing inflation – 
the likes of supply-chain 
woes, Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine and weather 
disruptions – are beyond 
domestic control, poli-
ticians feeling the heat 
want to be seen to be doing 
something, anything. Enter 
this week’s announcement 
that the Competition 
Bureau will be looking into 
Canada’s grocery industry, 
which notes grocery prices 
are increasing at the fastest 
rate measured in the past 
40 years.

“Grocery prices are 
increasing quickly, so we 
are going to study how 
governments can take 
action to improve compe-
tition in the sector. More 
competition means lower 
prices, more choices, and 
better convenience for 
consumers,” the agency 
said in announcing the 
investigation.

“It is our job to inves-
tigate when someone 
is suspected of doing 
things that contravene the 
Competition Act. In addi-
tion, we work to find ways 
to improve competition in 
Canada. In this study, that 
is what we are doing. We 
are trying to find ways that 
governments can increase 
competition between 
grocery retailers.”

The grocery sector is 
highly concentrated, domi-
nated by chains operated 
by one of three companies: 
Loblaw, Sobeys and Metro. 
An oligopoly, in essence.

While there are some 
other players in the market 
– Walmart and Costco, for 
instance – and we’re also 
more inclined to look for 
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Woolwich had less than 35% 
voter turnout in the 2022 
municipal election

Woolwich and Wellesley 
elected all new ward 
councillors in 2022

Internet voting was the most 
popular method in Woolwich's 
2022  municipal election

 ↆ LAST WEEK:  
Truth: Yes, according to the Association of Municipalities of Ontario. 
There are 10,727,701 eligible voters in Ontario. 
 
Truth: Yes, of a population of almost 27,000. 
 
Lie: Municipalities could offer a ranked ballot, but Woolwich Township 
has made no decision on that. 
 
You can play online by reading any online post at www.observerxtra.
com. Vote for the lie and be notified if you are correct immediately.

Be�er feet, 
be�er you! 
FootCare Clinic in Elmira 
at the Clock Tower
For appointments call/text at 
519-722-2976 or get details at
www.gabisfootcare.ca.

That’s the ‘Syrian’ 
model. Non-violent 
young Syrian protesters 
demanded an end to the 
tyrannical Assad regime in 
early 2011, and were shot 
down in such numbers 
that their leaders were 
displaced by more violent 
people.

At that point many 
conscript soldiers 

defected to the anti-re-
gime side too, and the 
confrontation morphed 
into a nationwide civil 
war that lasted an 
entire decade. About 
half a million Syrians 
were killed, almost half 
the population is still 
displaced internally or 
abroad, and most of the 
country is in ruins. And 
the tyrant is still there.

 � St. Jacobs 
library structure 
a poor fit

To the Editor,
I live right across from 

the library in St. Jacobs. 
The structure was a gift to 
St. Jacobs from Elias and 
Amy Snyder in 1933. 

It is a beautiful, ageless 
building that blends with 
the residential commu-
nity, situated on a large 
property, for many years 
weed infested. Recently, 
the landscaping has taken 
on a new look. The lawn 
has been transformed 
into a rest area 50 per cent 
covered with concrete. 
There are a number of 
benches, a round table, 

concrete planters, trees, 
shrubs and perennials. 
The landscaping is accept-
able, in my opinion.

The problem is with the 
structure that has been 
built next to the beau-
tiful library. It destroys 
the village setting. It is 
overpowering, not to scale 
with the library setting 
– built too high, with too 
much roof.

To date, there are two 
benches under the shelter. 
If intended to be a rain or 
sun shelter, the building 
could have been or should 
have been more residen-
tial in appearance. It is 
beyond ridiculous, in my 
opinion.

Ray Gabel
ST. JACOBS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

→ FROM 8

DYER: Now is not likely the time for overdue change in repressive Iran

 �Congratulations 
to new Woolwich 
councillors

To the Editor,
First, let me say congrat-

ulations to Evan, Nathan, 
Eric, Bonnie and Kayla, 
the newly elected Wool-
wich council members. 
Each of you ran a great 
campaign and I know you 
will work together as a 
team to the benefit of all 
residents of Woolwich 
Township. You each have 
the intelligence, drive, 
concern, and creativity to 
face the challenges that 
lie ahead in the coming 
years.  

Woolwich Township is 
a diverse community with 

unique needs, but with 
your insights and knowl-
edge of your ward you will 
be able to communicate, 
compromise, and deter-
mine the best solutions 
for those challenges for us 
as a whole, as well as those 
unique situations in your 
ward. 

Of course, I also wish to 
tell each one of the Ward 1 
community who voted for 
me how much I appre-
ciate your expression of 
confidence in me. I am 
grateful to each of you and 
know that all of you will 
join me in support of our 
new Woolwich Township 
council. 

Dan Holt
ELMIRA

Multiply that by four, 
and you have a vision of 
what Iran could look like 
if an originally non-vi-
olent pro-democracy 
movement were driven 
to take up arms against a 
ruthless regime: the entire 
country devastated, with 
tens of millions of people 
displaced.

To say this is to rain on 
the protesters’ parade, but 

it cannot be helped. The 
day may come, in five or 
ten years, when enough 
of the regime’s staunch 
supporters have aged out, 
and the economic misery 
caused by its isolation 
from the world is so 
extreme, that a peaceful 
transition to a different 
kind of Iran becomes 
possible. But that day has 
not yet arrived.

our beliefs that, you know, 
Teach for Canada and our 
partnerships, should not 
be a long term solution. 
We don’t want to be part-
nering with these commu-
nities and really helping 
them for an extended 
period of time.

“Our hope is that 
through our programs that 
we’re offering, they’re able 
to have the tools to then 
run their schools safely, 
effectively, and ideally, 
have local community 
members in the staffing 
roles.”

So where is the orga-
nization going? Stapon 
says over the next five 
years, they are hoping to 
build new partnerships 
in Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan. Currently they’re 
working in Ontario and 
Manitoba.

So why does the work of 
Teach for Canada matter 
to everyone across the 
country, even those that 
are hundreds of kilome-
ters away from the far 
north?

Stapon brings it back 
to the emphasis that 
the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission’s 
calls to action put on the 
importance of investing 
in Indigenous education. 

Stapon mentioned that 
only 48 percent of First 
Nations youth living on 
reserve have a high school 
diploma, and “in north-
ern communities, those 
numbers are even lower,” 
she said.

“[The Truth and Recon-
ciliation calls to action] 
were really drawing 
attention to the discrep-
ancies in Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous schools. 
So when we talk about 
supporting our work, 
you’re really supporting 
reconciliation. And this 
new phrase, “reconci-
li-action” – actually doing 
something to reconcile 
this long, complex history 
that Canada now has with 
Indigenous people.”

“I think people really 
focus on a lot of the nega-
tive things like alcohol 
and drug addictions and 
things like that,” said 
Petrie. “But my experience 
living here is spending 
time with the people who 
live here, the happiest, 
most positive and most 
fun that I’ve ever had. Just 
doing social things and 
playing games and this 
and that. So I think people 
see a lot of the negative 
stuff and don’t see really 
happy, funny, wonderful, 
creative people.”

→ FROM 4

TEACH FOR CANADA: The 
situation differs from the stereotypes

Christina Petrie’s photos are memories of her time teaching in 
remote communities. Submitted
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News that hits home. 
Local people in action.
Sports tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Team Scores: observerxtra.com/scores

SportsSports The EDSS senior girls’ basketball team remains 
undefeated, improving to 9-0 with a 72-44 
win Tuesday over LHSS. They face Huron 
Heights this afternoon (Thursday). The junior 
girls, meanwhile, take their 5-4 record into the 
final game of the regular season this afternoon 
(Thursday) against HHSS. Having won 34-13 
over GRCI a week earlier, the team dropped a 
43-35 decision on Tuesday to LHSS.  

The EDSS varsity girls’ field hockey team 
finished up the season with a 6-1 record, the 
Lancers’ only defeat coming last week at the 
hands of Bluevale Collegiate, a 5-0 decision 
in the semifinals. BCI would go on to win the 
playoffs with a 4-0 defeat of Waterloo-Ox-
ford on Oct. 20.

Lancers on the court It’s a wrap for field hockey

For every entry 
SOS Physiotherapy 

7thAnnual Colouring Contest!
Church St E
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James St

ELMIR A

Will
DONATE 

to the 
Christmas Goodwill at
Woolwich Community Services

$5

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East

nono tntn etet sese tsts !t!t
in St. Jacobs

ENTER to WIN 1 of 3 $50 GIFT CARDS for
You can access the colouring pages on our website under the resources tab

or stop by the clinic to pick them up.
Contest ends December 2nd and Winners will be drawn the following week!   

Contest open to children under 12. 1 Ballot per child. Drop o� entries at the clinic!

STEVE 
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

Experiencing a brush with greatness
familiar with. They are 
also the hardest thing to 
comb out of hairy ears. 
And they are not easy to 
remove from your dog 
either. Stickers are things 
like twigs from raspberry 
and blackberry canes 
and tiny barbed seeds. 
These typically stick to a 
dog’s coat and work their 
way in, so if a raspberry 
plant grows from your 
dog one day, don’t be too 
surprised. They also tend 
to be easy to remove but 
hard to dislodge from your 
fingers. Hitch hikers are 
all the other little things. 

The point is you are 
going to be doing a lot 
of brushing, if you hunt 

If you own a hunting dog, 
you need to learn many 

lessons – mostly about 
patience. You also need to 
learn about burrs, stickers, 
and hitch hikers, because 
you will be brushing every 
one of those out your dog’s 
coat after every hunt.

Your typical bird dog 
tends to be a magnet for 
these things, and by the 
end of most hunts will 
likely double his or her 
weight in clingy vegeta-
tion alone.  After my last 
hunt, I could only recog-
nize Rosie by the way she 
hesitated when I told her 
it was time to go home.

Burrs, of course, are 
something we are all 

with a dog that is pursuing 
birds. Because for some 
reason grouse and wood-
cock live in places where 
all these things abound. 
I think it is because they 
enjoy seeing foxes get 
stuck.

Dogs are generally OK 
with this and given their 
druthers would just rather 
wear the burrs, hitch 
hikers and stickers as a 
reminder of the last hunt. 
Spouses, on the other 
hand, are not OK with this 

because they would rather 
not have all these things 
on their furniture.

Also, most dogs do not, 
as a rule, enjoy having 
things brushed out of their 
hair. Mostly because they 
are curious as to what they 
would look like as one big 
matt.

But they do get used to 
it.  My own pup Rosie now 
considers being brushed 
as payment for a day out 
chasing birds.  Also, she 
understands she is just 
plain lucky that she still 
has enough hair to brush, 
as some people near and 
dear to her heart have 
not had that privilege for 
years.

This is why, as soon as 
we get home, Rosie sits 
on her bed and I brush 
her out until all the burrs, 
hitch hikers and stickers 
are gone. Typically, before 
I do this, I ask her what 
look she’s going for today. 
Then I point to all the 
photos of famous dogs on 
the walls. And somewhere 
during the brushing I will 
yell out the word “fabu-
lous” several times in a 
joyous way.

That’s another side 
effects of brushing out 
your dog. You tend to start 
saying words like that and 
phrases like “Hey girl. 
Let’s dish.” 

Unfortunately, when 

you say the word dish to 
a dog, they run off and 
get it and expect you to 
fill it with food. Which is 
a whole other conversa-
tion. In any case, by the 
time it is over, you will 
have gossiped on about 
everything that is going 
on in town.  Maybe I carry 
things too far, but I also 
like to use a mirror to 
show Rosie my work from 
every angle. And expect 
a tip.

If you have done things 
right,  you will have a dog 
that is brushed out and 
beautiful once again.

Until next hunt, that is. 
Hey, they don’t call them 
burred dogs for nothing.

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

A LOOK AT THE STAND-
INGS in the GOJHL’s 
Midwestern Conference 
standings would help you 
predict the outcome of 
the Elmira Sugar Kings’ 
weekend. True to form, 
there was a split, with a 
7-2 win over the second-
from-last Brantford 
Bandits and a 4-2 loss 
to the first-place K-W 
Siskins.

“It was a good week-
end. We played really 
well, both games. It’s a 
tough weekend when 
you’re playing a team that 
usually struggles to find 
their way and then play-
ing another team that’s a 
perennial contender and 
currently in first place. 
So big swing as far as the 
opponent goes,” said 
director of hockey opera-
tions Scott McMillan.

Things certainly got off 

on the right foot Satur-
day night in Brantford. 
The Kings needed just 
35 seconds to open 
the scoring, Jayden 
Lammel’s fifth of the 
season coming off 
assists from Madden 
MacDougall and Chris 
Black. That would 
be it for the period, 
however. 

The Bandits tied it 
a 1-1 on a power play 
early in the middle 
frame, but less than a 
minute later, at 4:50, 
Luke Della Croce put the 
Kings ahead for good 
with a power-play marker 
of his own. Assists went 
to Brock Reinhart and 
Liam Eveleigh. Fifty-one 
seconds later Tanner 
McDonald (MacDougall, 
Brady Schwindt) made it 
3-1.

It was 4-1 Elmira when 
MacDougall scored, from 
Eveleigh and Lammel, at 
14:41. Brantford got one 

Kings split games in weekend play

back before the period 
ended, but that was it for 
their scoring.

The third was another 
three-goal period for 
the visitors. Logan 
Crans, from Lammel 
and Eveleigh, scored on 
the power play just 54 
seconds in. Goals from 
Schwindt (Eveleigh, 
McDonald) and Ryan 
Forwell (MacDougall, 
Lammel) helped the 
Kings glide to victory, a 
7-2 final score.

Indicative of the 
outcome, shots were 
58-24 in favour of the 
Kings. Much less busy 
than his counterpart 
at the other end of the 
rink, Elmira netminder 
Hayden Sabourin 
stopped 22 for the win. 
Elmira was 2-6 with the 
man advantage, while 
Brantford was 1-3.

Things were much 
tighter the following 
afternoon in Elmira, 

where the Siskins showed 
why they sit atop the 
conference. Still, there 
were plenty of positives, 
notes McMillan.

“We did a really good 
job of not focusing on 
the team on the other 
side of the ice, and just 
focusing on ourselves and 
playing our best game. 
We certainly had a good 
effort on Saturday night, 
and then after a short 
turnaround time, we had 
only 10 forwards dressed 

on Sunday, so might have 
had a little bit less in the 
gas tank than we would 
have liked,” he said. “But 
we were able to play well, 
and it was a competitive 
game.”

It was the Kings who got 
on the board first, with 
Forwell, from Schwindt, 
scoring the lone goal of 
the opening stanza. 

In the second, however, 
the scoring belonged to 
the Siskins, who potted 
two in the latter part of 
the period to take a 2-1 
lead into the second 
intermission.

After Waterloo took 
a 3-1 lead in the third, 
Lammel scored at 17:29 
of the third to make it 
a one-goal game, with 
Adam Grein and MacDou-
gall earning helpers on 
the play.

With Sabourin on 
the bench for the extra 
attacker, the Siskins 
empty-net goal sealed the 

deal in the 4-2 win.
Shots were 25-22 in 

favour of the visitors, with 
both teams going 0-3 on 
the power play.

It was a close game that 
could have gone either 
way, said McMillan.

“I think their skill and 
experience earned them 
some bounces – a couple 
of bounces and they got 
the win,” he said, noting 
the Kings has a couple 
of calls go against them, 
including a waved-off 
goal in the second.

“Good teams take 
advantage of those kinds 
of kind of opportunities, 
so credit to them.”

This weekend, the 
Kings (7-6) are in Listowel 
Friday night to face the 
Cyclones (7-5) for the first 
time this season before 
returning home Sunday 
night to welcome the 
Cambridge Redhawks 
(7-4-2-1). Game time at the 
WMC is 7 p.m.



12  |  S P O R T S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, October 27, 2022

WOOLWICH WILDCATS 
 ■ Atom U10 A

Oct/18/2022 vs Burlington 
Eagles
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Brayden Clemmer, 
Keegan Bakker
ASSISTS: Brayden Clemmer, 
Jack Frey, Daxton 
Habermehl
 ■ Atom U10 A

Oct/20/2022 vs Oakville 
Rangers Blue
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Daxton Habermehl 
(2), Jack Frey, Brayden 
Clemmer, Connor Shantz, 
Benjamin Collison
ASSISTS: Alexander Mielke 
(2), Matteo Abate, Daxton 
Habermehl, Devin Vogel
 ■ Atom U10 A

Oct/22/2022 vs Guelph 
Gryphons
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Brayden Clemmer 
(2), Keegan Bakker, Devin 
Vogel, Connor Shantz
ASSISTS: Brayden Clemmer 

 ↆ M I N O R  S P O R T S  S C O R E B O A R D

The Woolwich Wild U13 LL had a team building event on Oct. 22 that included a garbage cleanup 
along the Kissing Bridge Trail in Elmira.  Submitted

(2), Keegan Bakker (2), 
Matteo Abate, Daxton 
Habermehl, Matvii 
Kamyshnyi, Spencer Martin
 ■ Bantam U15BB

Oct/19/2022 vs Guelph 
Gryphons
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Luke Forbes, Adam 
Bloch, Wiiliam Krubally
ASSISTS: Cohen Clemmer, 
Josh Wraight, Carter Weir, 
Charlie Basler
 ■ Bantam U15BB

Oct/23/2022 vs Milton 
Winterhawks White
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Cohen Clemmer, 
Adam Bloch (2), Thomas 
McCarthy
ASSISTS: Alex Veitch, 
Josh Wraight, Carter Weir, 
William Krubally, Cohen 
Clemmer

WOOLWICH WILD 
 ■ PeeWee LL U13

Oct/23/2022 vs Waterloo 
Ravens #4

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Chloe Futher
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Oct/22/2022 vs Guelph 
Gryphons
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 0
 ■ PeeWee U13A

Oct/23/2022 vs Guelph 
Gryphons
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Addison Gunn, 
Brynn Berfelz, Ellie 
Clemmer, Seryna Hessels
ASSISTS: Lyla Naughton (2), 
Audrey English,
Shutouts: Elle English
 ■ Bantam Wild U15A

Oct/22/2022 vs North 
Halton Twisters
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Peyton Gaudet, 
Emma Maric, Maddy Phillips 
(2)
ASSISTS: Emma Huber
 ■ Bantam Wild U15A

Oct/23/2022 vs Etobicoke 
Dolphins
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Emily Hibbard

The EDSS junior boys’ volleyball team plays against GRCI on Oct 20. The visitors won the game by a 
final score of 3-1. Top, Jaxon Lamb and Alex Hiller display some teamwork. Above, Alex Hiller sets 
up Carson Staken; Wade McKenzie prepares to serve.  Leah Gerber

Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

THE EDSS SENIOR 
FOOTBALL TEAM 
defeated Glenview 
Park Secondary School 
Panthers 23-0 October 21 
to improve their record 
to two wins and two 
losses on the season. 
They currently sit in fifth 
place in the top tier of the 
WCSSAA standings. 

With two games 
remaining, coach Steve 
Karn is confident they 
can once again be in the 
top four and make the 
semifinals.

“We’ve been in every 
football game and the 
other two games we lost 
we were tied halftime 
and then penalties got 
the best of us. Our boys 
were a little undisciplined 
during those games, but 

if they can play the way 
they did on Friday, there’s 
definitely a lot of posi-
tives and hopefully we 
can we can make it to the 
semifinals again. We’ve 
been in the semifinals 
five years in a row, so we 
want to keep that going,” 
Karn said.

Despite this being the 
first full season in three 
years, the team has only 
seen an increase in the 
number of students want-
ing to participate. 

“It’s been a bit of a 
whirlwind tour over the 
last couple of years but 
the interest level was off 
the charts. We’ve never 
really had a problem. 
I started the program 
back in 2005 and we’ve 
always had that inter-
est, but it seems like the 
last few years it’s been 
even better. This year 

EDSS football program is going strong again this season
we have over 100 kids 
playing football between 
the juniors and seniors, 
which is unbelievable.”

With the junior team 
currently sitting at 5-0 
and in first place in their 
tier, the program will 
become even stronger, 
Karn said. 

“The program defi-
nitely isn’t going to be 
going down. It’s going to 
continue to grow over the 
next few years with the 
amount of kids that are 
out… and when you’ve 
got that talent pool down 
there doing that, well, 
that bodes well for the 
senior program when 
they’re coming up. We’re 
in a good position right 
now. We’ve been pretty 
solid for the last number 
of years. We’ve always 
been in those top four 
teams,” he said.

After dropping their 
first game of the season 
on September 30 against 
the Bluevale Collegiate 
Institute Knights 17-7, 
the Lancers came back 
strong six days later to 
defeat Waterloo-Oxford 
District Secondary School 
51-6. EDSS benefited from 
playing a team in Tier 2, 
Karn said.

October 13 saw the 
Lancers drop a 21-7 deci-
sion to Laurel Heights 
Secondary School, 
however the game was 
closer than the score 
indicated.

“That game was 0-0 at 
half time – that was defi-
nitely a winnable game, 
and they weren’t domi-
nating us, by any stretch. 
It was evenly matched. 
We just made more 
mistakes,” Karn said.

Last week’s match 

against the Panthers 
showed what this team 
can do when it has a clean 
game, Karn explained. 

“They’re a good solid 
team, but our guys 
played really hard and 
they didn’t make those 
mistakes, which allowed 
us to be successful. In 
football the team that 
makes the most mistakes 
usually doesn’t get the 
win. As long as we play a 
disciplined game, and the 
guys are starting to real-
ize that, we have a chance 
to be in that final four and 
get a chance to play for 
the championship again,” 
Karn said.

The Lancers are back 
in action today (Thurs-
day) against the Jacob 
Hespeler Hawks, who 
haven’t lost a game in 
eight years. Their final 
game of the regular 

season is against the 
Grand River Collegiate 
Renegades on November 
3.

The match against the 
Renegades is the biggest 
game of the season for the 
Lancers, Karn said.

“If we beat them, we’ll 
make the final four. 
That’s basically what’s 
going to come down to is 
if we end up winning our 
last game of the season 
against Grand River we 
should end up in the Final 
Four. So the guys know 
that now, Friday was a 
really big game because 
if we would have lost that 
game there was pretty 
much no way. It was going 
to be very difficult for us 
to get to the Final Four. 
Now we’ve set ourselves 
up for a good opportu-
nity to make it,” Karn 
explained.
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/MTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHSFOR $9.95

RENT SOFT WATER

CULLIGAN.COM
519-744-2248 | 427 GAGE AVE. KITCHENER

INFO@CULLIGANWATER.CA

Monday - Friday: 7:30am - 6:00pm    Saturday: 8:00am - 4:00pm

HELLO
TRUSSCORE

Phone: (519) 669-5488  |  5 Duke St, ELMIRA

building centre

MAR-SPAN Under new 
management... 
Come and see 
us today. 

ELMIRA
5 DUKE STREET

NEW to Mar Span ELMIRA Home Building Centre 

DURABLE, WATER RESISTANT
GARAGE WALL & CEILING PANELS

QUICK AND EASY TO INSTALL 

LIGHTWEIGHT

STRONG & DURABLE

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY 

MOISTURE & WATER RESISTANT

EASY TO CLEAN 

LOCALLY MADE CANADIAN PRODUCT

TRANSFORM YOUR SPACE

Game action in the EDSS gym from the Oct. 20 senior boys’ volleyball match between the Lancers 
and Grand River Collegiate, who won 3-0. Leah Gerber
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A harvest of local 
farming innovation.
Connect to the land.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

Rural
Connections

Rural
Connections

A new report from Cleanfarms, the national 
stewardship organization that develops 
and operates programs to help producers 
manage on-farm agricultural waste materi-
als, finds that farmers returned 2.25 million 
kilograms of plastic jugs used for pesticides 
and fertilizers. The 2021 figures edged up 
the average return rate to 77%, up from 69% 
a decade earlier.

Ontario is providing $10 million in 2022–23 
for ongoing support and expansion of the 
Enhanced Agri‐Food Workplace Protec-
tion Program, a cost‐sharing initiative that 
provides financial assistance to eligible 
agri‐food businesses that continue to face 
extraordinary costs related to the pandemic.

Recycling effort Workplace funding 

For more informa�on visit: h�ps://www.cribit.com/grain-contracts

Let’s talk -   

For more informa�on visit: h�ps://www.cribit.com/grain-contractsh�ps://www.cribit.com/grain-contracts

 Top yielding
 Excellent standability
Great disease package
 Excellent crown rust tolerance
 Good straw yield

Contact us Today  julia@cribit.com | craig@cribit.com | 519-664-3701

AAC Reid Oats
Let’s talk -   





AAC Reid AAC Reid Oats Opportuni�es
for genes that fit your farm® 

Genes that fit your farm® is a  registered  trademark  of SeCan.

(Exclusive Release) 

Including a cereal in your rotation is important.

Consider a food grade oat or barley contract for 
your 2023 crop year.

VUA= Variety Use Agreement.

Farm theft and tres-
passing incidents are 

increasing, and sadly, it’s 
a trend that is expected 
to continue as people 
struggle with inflation and 
growing fears of economic 
recession. Crops and live-
stock are easy targets for 
thieves, along with equip-
ment, fuel and other high 
value farm items that may 
not always be protected.

Although some thefts 
are crimes of opportunity, 
professional criminals are 
increasingly engaging in 
daytime thefts as they’ve 
come to learn that many 
people in rural areas are 
away from their properties 
during the day.

It’s not always theft 
that brings people onto 
farm properties without 
permission, though.

Reports of people going 
onto farms uninvited 
in search of that perfect 
Instagram photo in a field 
of sunflowers, pumpkins 
or canola in full bloom are 
on the rise, for example.

Right now, it’s fall hunt-
ing season, and although 
hunters are strongly 
encouraged to ask land-
owners for permission 
before going onto their 
properties, not everyone 
extends that courtesy. 
We’re also just a few weeks 
away from winter, which 
means snowmobiling and 
other winter sports that 
take people outside.

My family farms in 
Oxford County and we 

Farm trespassing 
and theft incidents 
are on the rise

amongst the G7 countries, 
after Japan at 4.7 per cent 
and France at 7.7 per cent. 
Canada’s rate remains 
below that of Italy (10.6 
per cent), the United 
States (11.8 per cent), the 
United Kingdom (13.1 
per cent) and Germany 
(16.6 per cent). Still, food 
inflation is hurting Cana-
dian consumers, and the 
nightmare won’t end any 
time soon.

Canadians getting desperate 
about higher food prices
Almost 24% now cutting back on food purchases, almost 70% of whom are women

→ FOOD PRICES 15

Almost 24% of Canadians are now cutting back on the amount of food they purchase due to higher prices driven by inflation, and 
almost 70% of them are women. 

Canadians have been 
trying to cope with higher 
food and menu prices in 
many ways. The Agri-
Food Analytics Lab, in 
partnership with Caddle, 
investigated what Cana-
dian consumers have 
been doing to deal with 
higher food prices in the 
last year and are releasing 
the results of the study.

Some have opted to 
grow their own food. A 

total of 15.5 per cent of 
Canadians have started 
growing their own food 
just in the last year. 
Ontario is where the 
highest percentage of 
people started to grow 
their own food, at 17.4 per 
cent, followed by British 
Columbia at 16.2 per cent. 
The Atlantic (15.2 per 
cent), Quebec (13.7 per 
cent), and the Prairies 

often deal with people 
riding their all-terrain 
vehicles through our prop-
erty or using our land for 
horseback riding without 
our permission. Not only 
is that trespassing, but 
what may seem like an 
innocent outdoor activity 
actually causes damage on 
the farm.

The fall is when we 
prepare our fields for next 
year’s crops, and whether 
someone criss-crosses the 
land on a horse or an ATV, 
that activity will leave 
behind an impact that we 
will feel well into the next 
growing season and some-
times longer in the form of 
damage to crops and soil.

But there can also 
be unforeseen dangers 
for the people who are 
engaging in trespassing. 
Some farms, like ours, 
harvest sap for maple 
syrup production, which 
means there are sap lines 
running through the bush. 
On other farms, equip-
ment can be stored outside 
that isn’t visible when it’s 
covered by snow, posing 
risk of unexpected injury.

We are livestock farm-
ers, and for us, trespassing 
comes with another very 
serious threat: the poten-
tial for animal diseases 
to come onto our farms 
that can seriously harm 
or even kill our herds or 
flocks. Most livestock 
and poultry farms follow 
what we call biosecurity 

While inflation is 
showing signs of 

dissipating, food inflation 
appears to be on a totally 
different path. Food infla-
tion has outpaced our 
general inflation rate for 
over 12 months now.

Statistics Canada just 
announced that the food 
inflation rate for retail 
was 10.8 per cent and 7.4 
per cent in food service. 
Canada ranks third → TRESPASSING 15
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7668 8th Line Drayton 519-638-3457 @cleanfieldsvc7668 8th Line Drayton 519

Your Local Dekalb Dealer
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

“Talk to us today about finding the 
best variety for your farm.”

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-3232371 Arthur St. S. Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

126 Bonnie Crs., Elmira
www.rytechmachine.ca

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

Quality 
Drainage 
Systems

(13.1 per cent) were next. 
While a total of 6.2 per 
cent of Canadians use 
hydroponics at home to 
grow food, 4.5 per cent 
claim they have livestock 
at home now, and didn’t 
12 months ago.

Others are just trying 
to navigate through by 
using new options. The 
most popular grocery 
shopping habit change we 
measured was that many 
Canadians have used 
loyalty program points. 
A total of 33.7 per cent 
have been using loyalty 
program points to pay 
for groceries in the last 
12 months. The second 
option is weekly flyers 
(32.1 per cent), followed 
by coupons, at 23.9 per 
cent.

While 19.1 per cent of 
Canadians have visited 
discount stores in the last 
12 months, 11.5 per cent 
of Canadians have visited 
dollar stores more often 
to purchase food. A total 
of 8.0 per cent are visiting 
farmers’ markets more 
often, and 7.1 per cent of 
consumers visited road-
side stands to buy directly 
from farmers in the last 
year.

Interestingly, 40.6 
per cent of Canadians 
are trying to waste less 
food now, a much higher 
rate than 12 months 
ago. Going for privately 
labelled food products is 
also getting more popu-
lar. A total of 21.0 per cent 
of Canadians are opting 
for store labels, which are 
less expensive most of the 
time. The Atlantic region 
is where the highest 
percentage of consum-
ers are now opting for 
privately labelled prod-
ucts, at 27.8 per cent, 
followed by Quebec at 
22.5 per cent. Also, 19.7 
per cent of Canadians are 
buying more food that 
is about to expire. The 
Atlantic has the highest 
percentage of consumers 

buying food that is about 
to expire at 29.1 per cent, 
followed by the Prairies at 
19.5 per cent.

The hidden darker 
side of food inflation is 
worrisome. Almost 24 
per cent of Canadians 
are now cutting back on 
the amount of food they 
purchase due to higher 
food inflation, and almost 
70 per cent of them are 
women. Dietary changes 
have been made by 8.2 per 
cent just to save money. 
While 7.1 per cent are 
skipping meals now, 6.6 
per cent of Canadians are 
paying for their groceries 
with a credit card without 
knowing when they will 
be able to pay it back.

Coping with food infla-
tion is not a simple matter 
of finding new strategies. 
For many, higher food 
prices have pushed them 
toward desperation.

Many Canadians are 
really battling it out there. 

protocols – specific steps 
and processes designed to 
keep our animals safe from 
disease.

That includes keep-
ing uninvited visitors 
away from buildings and 
barnyards, for example, 
to minimize the risk of 
disease that could wipe 
out an entire livestock 
herd or poultry flock. It 
may not seem like a big 
deal to most people, but it 
is a very big deal to those 
of us who care for livestock 
every day.

Our farms are our 

businesses, so trespassing 
is an important issue for 
farmers and our liveli-
hoods. Our farms are also 
where we live, however, so 
it’s also an issue of safety 
and security for us and our 
families.

It’s important for 
Ontarians to be aware of 
trespassing rules and their 
responsibilities around 
making sure they ask 
permission before they 
enter private property or 
staying on marked, desig-

nated trails if out snowmo-
biling, for example.

But there are also 
actions that farmers and 
rural landowners can take 
to help protect their prop-
erty against trespassing 
and theft.

According to law 
enforcement, posting 
clearly visible “no tres-
passing” signs is the best 
way to let people know 
they are not welcome 
to roam your property 
without your consent. 
Although signs won’t 
necessarily keep intruders 
out, having them clearly 

visible at every entry to 
your property will help 
build a case with police if 
you do have an incident.

Watch for unknown tire 
tracks, discarded ciga-
rettes, garbage, or alcohol 
containers on or near your 
property, as well as drones 
flying overhead that may 
be collecting informa-
tion for theft or activism. 
Locations can be scouted 
before they are targeted, 
whether for theft or even 
anti-agricultural activist 
activity, so keep an eye 
out for people who look 
out of place or who are 

taking photos of vehicles 
or people.

Be careful what you 
post on social media 
about where your farm is 
located, or if you’re going 
to be away etc. While 
farmers try to be transpar-
ent online about farming 
practices and helping 
people understand where 
their food comes from, 
it’s important we don’t 
become targets or inadver-
tently place our families or 
our farms in jeopardy.

ↆ Tracey Arts, director, Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture

In Europe, where food 
inflation in some regions 
is even higher than here, 
grocers are guaranteeing 
some prices for certain 
staples for a month or 
two to help low-income 
families get through this. 
They are freezing prices 
on a limited number of 
essential staples. These 
campaigns are all initi-
ated by industry, not 
government.

Perhaps it’s time for 
Canadian grocers to 
sympathize with strug-
gling consumers in mean-
ingful ways. Maybe, just 
maybe, if they took steps 
to support consumers, the 
baseless accusations of 
“greedflation” would go 
away, if only for a while.

ↆ Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is 
senior director of the agri-food 
analytics lab and a professor in 
food distribution and policy at 
Dalhousie University.

TRESPASSING: OFA encourages producers to look for signs of trespass, take steps to deter it

→ FROM 14

FOOD PRICES: Grocers could help fight greedflation label

→ FROM 14

Signs won’t necessarily keep 
intruders out, but having them 
visible will help build a case if you 
have an incident.
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

BusinessBusiness Ontario condominiums are 35% smaller on 
average than they were 25 years ago, while 
the average detached home is 25% larger, 
according to a new report from MPAC. In 
the mid-1990s, the average condominium in 
Ontario peaked at 1,100 sq. ft. Today, that’s 
700 sq. fit. It’s the opposite for detached 
homes, which have risen to 2,500 sq. ft. from 
2,000 in the same span.

The provincial government this week rolled 
out the More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022, 
which includes an increase to the Non-Res-
ident Speculation Tax rate to 25% from 20% 
to deter non-resident investors from spec-
ulating on the province’s housing market, 
and a freeze and reduction of government 
charges to spur new home construction and 
reduce housing costs.

Expansion and contraction Provincial housing action

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

BRIAN MCHUGH’S 
FAVOURITE THING 
ABOUT running his 
photography store was all 
people who would come 
to look at his window 
displays over the years. 
McHugh put a different 
display that changed with 
the holidays, and took 
great care to do it. 

“My fun thing to do is 

One last picture of a downtown fixture
Brian McHugh with the iconic Christmas display at Brian’s Foto Source. The store had become known for its seasonal window displays. Submitted

to put in nice window 
[displays] that the kids 
like, especially at Christ-
mastime. We usually put 
a train in the window and 
the kids can come and see 
it.”

And for at least one 
Canada Day, McHugh says 
they turned the window 
in to a Canada Day display 
using post-it notes. 

“I think we did 7,000 
of those little things to 
get those windows done. 

Something like that,” he 
estimates. They usually had 
a display for Remembrance 
Day too, and they always 
had a trolly of books out 
for donations to go toward 
the Lisaard and Innisfree 
hospices. Sometimes they 
had speakers playing music 
outside the store. 

“We were always trying 
to find the next way to 
lighten up downtown 
Elmira,” said longtime 
employee Alexandra 

Porter of McHugh’s efforts.
But after 30 years as 

a fixture in downtown 
Elmira, the time has come 
for Brian’s Foto Source to 
close. 

“Back in February, he 
had some health issues 
that took him away from 
the store. Unfortunately, 
he won’t be able to return 
to work. So, we just 
decided I would cover for 
him and we would finish 
out the lease, and then try 

and give the store as best 
of an end as we can.”

Porter started with 
Brian’s Foto Source in 2012 
as a co-op student in high 
school. “I wanted some-
thing kind of related to the 
arts, and photography was 
the closest thing,” she said.

After her co-op place-
ment, the store took her 
on as an employee, and 
she worked there for the 
summer, through univer-
sity and beyond.

McHugh and his team 
ran the store through all 
kinds of ups and downs, 
like having to quickly 
evolve with the fast pace of 
change in the photography 
industry. 

As people printed fewer 
photos, McHugh and his 
staff ended up learning 
more about programs like 
Photoshop to be able to 
better serve customers. 

Porter says every day 
→ FOTO SOURCE 17

After 30 years of facing changes galore, Brian McHugh is winding down his Elmira photo store

❤  Thank you Woolwich Township
Woolwich Township VOTED for CHANGE and will get better, more responsive representation. 
The new council will be the youngest, most educated and diverse in the history of Woolwich. I am 
disappointed to not be part of the change they will champion here, but I wish all the new 
councillors the very best learning the job and making decisions on our behalf.

I am proud of the work that I have done as the Ward 1 Councillor for the past eight years, I love the 
job and interacting with residents and staff. It was a calling that I truly took to heart and gave it 
everything I had. Thank you for the opportunity to serve you over the years.

Most importantly, I would like to thank my family — my sons Parker and Finn and wife, Heather 
— their support has meant everything to me. Thank you.
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Society is at a cross-
roads with agriculture. 

Is needs to decide if it’s 
going to punish farmers 
for doing what it considers 
to be sub-par work (even 
if that consideration is 
unfounded) or reward 
them for getting better and 
making improvements.

Such decisions are made 
daily in everyday life… 
like when we happily tip 
for good food or good 
service, or don’t, when 
we’re displeased. Maybe a 
miserly tip draws attention 
to a problem. But it doesn’t 
fix it.

The federal govern-
ment thought a punitive 
approach was going to 
work with farmers a few 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Encourage and reward farmers for being good stewards

years ago, when it became 
in vogue for countries to 
try out-doing each other 
and be an environmental 
model for the rest of the 
world.

Normally, farmers would 
support measures that 
might enhance exports, 
like a drive towards a 
cleaner environment.

But Ottawa’s approach 
was wrong. The govern-
ment appeared more 
interested in pomp than 
pragmatism. It didn’t 
consider new measures 
from its own research arm 

and others that could help 
farmers be even better 
stewards than they are 
now. And it gave farmers 
no credit or rewards for 
conservation and sustain-
ability measures that 
they were already doing 
– such as sequestering 
greenhouse gas emissions 
through careful pasture 
management and crop-
ping practices. 

Instead, without 
listening to them, impos-
sible emission goals were 
thrown up. No carrot, no 
sugar, just do it.

What a mess. Ottawa 
has tried to make amends, 
but among farmers, it has 
never really recovered. 
Premiers old and new have 

used it as a prime example 
of Ottawa’s cold centrality 
and insensitivity. 

So here’s another 
approach.

In Alberta, an insurance 
plan by the Agricultural 
Financial Services Corpo-
ration there is proposing 
to reward farmers who 
work to have high levels 
of organic matter in their 
soils.

It sounds odd for what’s 
basically an insurance 
organization to be so 
benevolent.

But this is not an 
approach meant to draw 
Canada congratulatory 
emails from international 
conservation organi-
zations, even though it 

should. Rather, it’s a prime 
example of a win-win.

Soil with high organic 
matter – decaying plant 
matter, for example, rich 
in microbes and very 
much alive – has a supe-
rior soil structure that 
retains water. Rainfall that 
lands on it doesn’t run off 
into streams and rivers; 
instead, it filters down to 
plant roots where it can be 
retained and used. That 
makes the crop less prone 
to drought. 

And all this results in 
fewer insurance claims. 
It’s a bit like rewarding 
good drivers with lower 
premiums for having 
no claims – give farm-
ers lower premiums if 

they’ve taken measures to 
improve their soil organic 
matter and reduce poten-
tial harm from drought.

This is an easy concept 
to understand. 

Maybe Ottawa could 
give it a try. Farmers have 
asked over and over to be 
recognized for sustain-
ability measures they’ve 
already taken, like reduc-
ing soil tillage and manag-
ing pastures. 

The public doesn’t 
understand that these are 
science-based, measurable 
approaches. Science, says 
the federal government, 
should drive decision 
making and legislation. 

On the farm, it already 
is.

was different. She’s worked 
on all kinds of tasks, like 
helping people prepare 
photos to send publish-
ers to accompany books, 
altering family photos after 
a divorce had happened, or 
compiling photos to ensure 
everyone is smiling. She 
also designed invitations 
or collages and helped 
people create meaningful 
last-minute gifts on Christ-
mas Eve. 

“We’ve had to constantly 
just adapt and learn about 
the new technology and 
figure out how best to help 
people,” she said.

Running the shop 
through the pandemic was 
also a challenge. They had 
to learn how to run the 

store with an online shop, 
and offer curbside pickup.  
McHugh says the forced 
shut-down of businesses 
was especially difficult. 

“That’s killer for any of 
the businesses in town,” 
he said.

The last day Brian’s 
Foto Source will be open 
to the public is December 
16. Porter says there will 
be a Remembrance Day 
display, and then one final 
goodbye display before 
they close. 

What’s something 
people might not know 
about Brain McHugh? 

“He was fiercely loyal 
to his customers. And the 
kindest man. And incred-
ibly, incredibly stubborn. 
That might be something 

that that people wouldn’t 
necessarily know, as a 
Welshman, which he is 
very proud of. 

“He’s incredibly stub-
born, so there was no way 
this business was going to 
fail or not make it through 
some kind of challenge 
like COVID, like technol-
ogy changing.”

Looking back, would 
McHugh have done 
anything differently with 
the way he ran his busi-
ness? He thinks about it. “I 
don’t think I would touch 
it too much,” he said. 

If there is one thing 
McHugh wants to tell the 
people of Elmira, what 
would it be? 

“That I miss them,” he 
said.

FOTO  SOURCE: The technology comes and goes over the years, but it’s the people he’ll miss most, says McHugh
→ FOTO SOURCE 17

Brian McHugh is retiring after 30 years running his downtown store.  Submitted

firm who presented the 
minor variance  request to 
the committee of adjust-
ment, says she does not 
think the gas station is an 
inefficient use of land, 
adding a gas station falls 
under the zoning usage, 
and she believes there is a 
need for the gas station.

“I don’t believe that it 
is an under-utilization of 
land in terms of quantity 
of gas stations in the area. I 
think it’s shown that Elmira 
has that need and there’s a 
lot of through traffic kind 
of going to other areas 
in Ontario. So that area 
has been proven to need 
more gas stations than just 
to serve the immediate 
community,” she said.

Bossie said she did not 
have the data proving that 
the gas station was needed, 
but that Grant Castle Corp. 
personnel had gathered 
those numbers.

Peter MacEwen is 
the owner of MacEwen 
Petroleum and Grant 

Castle Corp. When asked 
to provide the data proving 
the need for this gas station, 
he said it was proprietary 
and confidential, and 
would not release it.

“When we make these 
decisions, we look at the 
volumes that are going 
through the competition 
in the market. And then 
that’s what we were look-
ing at,” he said.

“We’re investing a lot 
of money, and we think 
that it’s a reasonable risk 

already in place. As a 
planner, it’s not my place 
to interfere with those 
land use rights which have 
already been established 
within existing zoning,” 
he said.

“But from a pure use and 
development perspective, 
if there’s no hang-up in 
any zoning requirement, 
and the use is permitted, 
we really don’t have any 
legal means that we can 
trigger. It’s not something 
that we should really 

GAS STATION: Company says its research shows there’s a market for another fuel seller and convenience store
→ FROM 3 be wading into whatso-

ever because we would 
be attempting to deny 
somebody their develop-
ment right, which they’re 
entitled to.”

Gundrum noted that 
the township is releasing 
a new zoning bylaw for 
public review next year. 
He says the best way to 
have a voice about devel-
opment and planning is to 
stay engaged.

“If you are circulated 
on an application, and 
then you have a concern, 
by all means, reach out to 
the township and express 
your concerns. If you don’t 
engage in the process, 
you don’t have a voice. 
But if you do engage, you 
certainly have a voice and 
you can become part of the 
process.

MacEwen expects the 
gas station to be complete 
in October 2023.

“We’re looking forward 
to being there and being 
part of the community,” 
he said.

The gas station proposed for Arthur Street South and Earl Martin Drive in Elmira has been approved by the township and construction 
is expected to begin in May.   Leah Gerber

to take, given the offer-
ing that we’re going to be 
bringing to the commu-
nity,” he said.

Woolwich planner David 
Gundrum said a gas station 
is a permitted use at the 
site. Whether or not a gas 
station should go on the site 
was never up for debate.

“The existing zoning 
outright permits a gas 
service station use on that 
site, regardless of how 
many others may be in the 
nearby area,” he said.

“As planners we can’t 
control for what market 
supply and demand may 
dictate. And in this case, 
I would say the owners 
of the property, they’ve 
obviously done their own 
homework to determine 
whether or not it’s feasible 
from a business stand-
point to have a gas station 
on the site or not.

“We can’t control 
necessarily what the 
market dictates if we have 
established land use rights 
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Read a local best 
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ArtsArts Four-time Juno Award winners The Sheep-
dogs are back out on the road with a 49-date 
North American tour, their first since 2018. 
The 19 Canadian dates of include a stop at 
Kitchener’s Centre In The Square on Nov. 5.
www.centreinthesquare.com

ZOOM, featuring Shawn Kellerman, takes to 
the stage at Maxwell's Concerts & Events in 
Waterloo on Nov. 4. The show features Keller-
man’s high-energy guitar driving the funk and 
blues grooves for which the band is known.
www.maxwellswaterloo.com

Sheepdogs on tour Getting funky at Maxwells

Remove all hoses and attachments.
Turn it upside down to drain.

Put it inside if possible.

519-575-4400   TTY: 519-575-4608   www.regionofwaterloo.ca/conservation

It’s time to

your rain barrel

Don’t let the winter cold damage your barrel!

99% FRESH ON ROTTEN TOMATOES
“One of The Best Films of the Year!”- Variety

“Nothing short of a marvel. 4 out of 4!” - Rex Reed, The Observer

COMING SOON!
NOV 4 • PRINCESS TWIN
TICKETS NOW ON SALE

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

HAVING JUST LAST 
MONTH CELEBRATED 
his 90th birthday, Boyd 
McDonald finds making 
music every bit as ener-
gizing as he ever did. 
That will be on display at 
a tribute concert for the 
prolific composer/pianist 
set for November 4 at the 
Registry Theatre.

The celebration concert 
will feature the Penderecki 
String Quartet, trumpeter 
Guy Few and accordionist 
Joseph Petric, and will 
include a world premiere 
of a new composition 
by McDonald. In addi-
tion, Kitchener native Nick 
Storring has composed a 
brand-new sextet that will 
receive its world premiere 
performed by McDon-
ald on fortepiano, the 
Penderecki String Quartet, 
and Petric on accordion.

Given his long tenure 
as a composer and music 
professor – now emeri-
tus – at Wilfrid Laurier 
University, McDonald has 
studied with, worked with 
and influenced a long list 
of musicians. That some of 
them wanted to pay trib-
ute comes as no surprise.

McDonald, born in 
Saskatchewan in 1932, 
studied piano with Lyell 
Gustin and composition 
with Murray Adaskin. 
A Canada Council grant 
enabled him to study for 
three years in France with 
Nadia Boulanger. He also 
studied at summer schools 

A birthday celebration of sorts, in musical style
Registry concert celebrates composer/pianist Boyd McDonald, the long-time WLU professor who’s just turned 90

with Darius Milhaud, 
John Cage and Stefan 
Wolpe.

McDonald made his 
New York debut in 1963, 
winning the Leschetizky 
Town Hall Debut Prize. In 
1967 he joined Garth Beck-
ett to form the Beckett 
and McDonald Piano Duo 
which toured for many 
years in Canada, USA, 
England and Europe. 

His compositions have 
been performed by The 
Scholars of London, 
The Wellington Winds, 
The Kitchener-Water-
loo Symphony, The 
Waterloo Players, The 
Kitchener-Waterloo 
Symphony Youth 
Orchestra, The 
Renaissance 
Singers and 
Symphony 
Hamilton.

“I feel 
honoured to 
be chosen to 
be featured in 
this program,” 
said McDonald 
of the upcoming 
concert, noting 
he’ll be playing the 
fortepiano in some cases, 
but will be sitting back to 
enjoy the performances 
for the most part.

“I’m going to be 
listening to most of the 
program, just involved in a 
couple of the pieces. I feel 
it’s a privilege to be able to 
do this at my age, and I’m 
old enough to be aware of 
that,  and lucky enough 
to work with so many 
wonderful people.  It all 

comes together ... in the 
concert. It’s exciting.”

Also taking in the 
performances will be 
Storring, whose own 
new composition will be 
performed for the first 
time.

“I’m not performing at 

all, which is nice. I get to 
sort of sit back and listen, 
which is kind of fun, 
because performing your 
own work is different – 
you’re focused on playing, 
focused on the execution. 
It’s nice to be able to just 
sit with it and enjoy it after 

working on it and figuring 
everything else over quite 
a long time,” he said.

It was Petric who 
brought the idea of a 
composition, which draws 
on the sound of Boyd’s 
fortepiano and the accor-
dion.

“I said to Joseph ‘oh, you 
know that’s such a beauti-
ful instrumental combina-
tion. I would love to work 
with you at some point.’ 
He got really excited about 
this idea,” said Storring of 
the new piece’s origins.

“I thought, ‘I would love 
to maybe expand instru-
mentation,’ and imme-
diately my thought was 
the Penderecki quartet 
because they’re someone 
I’ve never worked with 
before in a professional 
capacity after I graduated. 
I did some stuff at Laurier 
with them, but I’ve never 
worked with them before, 
per se.”

What emerged was a 
composition designed 
with the six players in 
mind.

“There’s just this combi-
nation of an accordion, the 
predecessor to the piano, 
and strings. It’s just to me 
a very inspiring scenario 
because you have these 
instruments that are not 
really all that familiar to 
people – or they’re not 
familiar in this context. 
With the fortepiano, you’re 
usually playing really old 
music, and the accordion 
you’re playing, you know, 
polka,” he explained with 
a laugh.

The Boyd McDonald 
celebration concert hits 
the stage at the Regis-
try Theatre at 8 p.m. on 
November 4. Tickets are 
$30 ($10 for students), 
available by calling 
519-578-1570 or online at 
www.registrytheatre.com.

Boyd McDonald (right, and inset as a young performer) will be on stage Nov. 4 at the Registry Theatre. 
The concert will also feature a new piece by K-W native Nick Storring. Submitted
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ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
C L O C K  T O W E R 
WELLNESS CENTRE 
hiring immediate 
part-time cleaner 3 
hrs per week. Call 
519-669-4425 for 
details.

HILLCREST HOME 
BAKING IS LOOKING 
for help in the bakery 
3-4 days a week. Call 
519-669-1381.

Work 
Wanted

H A R D  WO R K I N G 
MALE WITH TRANS-
portation looking for 
full time work. Call 
Rob 519-591-6274.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

WE ARE HIRING
Cabinet Engineering 

Cabinet Sales & Design 

Cabinet Finisher 

Cabinet Install

Cabinet Installer
(Bracebridge Location)

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and 
growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Help Wanted

AMI Attachments is a local manufacturer of world-class 
attachments for heavy equipment. 
Join our friendly, collaborative, growing team!

APPLY TODAY!
amiattachments.com/careers to apply online, Or email your 
resume to: careers@amiattachments.com

HIRING: WELDERS
F/T positions in Hawkesville (nights) & Guelph (days). 

• Career development opportunity
• Competitive wages with shift premium
• Great benefits package
• Matched pension contributions after 1 year
• Supplied uniforms 
• $200/yr Safety Boot allowance 
• Modern shop with state-of-the-art equipment

Help Wanted

 DENTAL 
RECEPTIONIST 

required to join our team in 
Elmira. Part-time position 3 
days per week. The ideal 

candidate would have 
dental or administrative 
office experience. Strong 

verbal communication and 
organizational skills are 

required. You must have a 
positive, pleasant, 

reassuring attitude with the 
aim of providing exceptional 

patient service

Please email
resumes.wyattstreet
dental@gmail.com

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
Jacob Auctions Ltd. 

519-348-9896

ONLINE  
AUCTION SALE

Held at 2827 Hutchison Road, Crosshill  
(1/2 mile north of Crosshill on the gravel road) 

Auction Begins to Close:

MONDAY NOVEMBER 14 AT 5PM 

OVER 800 LOTS INCLUDING: Oliver 550 
Tractor; Ferguson 2085 w/loader; Ford 8N; 
small implements; 2004 Chev Silverado; 
2013 Hyundai Elantra; riding lawn mowers; 
antiques; toys; Erb Transport semi collection; 
country collectibles; woodworking & other 
tools; paintings & prints; Victorian furniture; 
coin collection; 50kw pto generator; home 
furnishings and much more!
FOR VIEWING: call Greg at 519-699-4451. 
For Terms, Catalogue and Bidding go to 
jacobauctions.hibid.com. Pickup at 2827 
Hutchison Rd. Wellesley Twp. Tues. Nov. 
15 from 9am – 5pm and Wed. Nov. 16 from  
9am -12 noon 

Auction
ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

C A U L D R O N
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

HARD

EASY

For Sale
LAZY BOY CHAIRS, 
DARK BLUE VERY 
g o o d  c o n d i t i o n . 
$250.00 for one, or 
two $400.00. Phone 
to see 519-888-0665.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available 
$35. 519-635-8737.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Deliv-
ered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

SEED WHEAT AND 
F E R T I L I Z E R 
competitive pricing. 
Rye seed, winter 
barley. Hard red 
wheat Pro 81, Lexing-
ton. Soft red wheats 
Marker, Branson, 
Cruze, Blaze, B654 
and more. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
STILL HERE BUYING 
A L L  G O L D  A N D 
silver jewellery & 
watches, including 
Rolex, Tudor, Omega, 
IWC, Patek, Breitling, 
all high grade watches 
, all pocket watches, 
military items, toys, 
clocks, fountain pens, 
all coins and paper 
money. Fair honest 
prices. 40+ years in 
business. Call Terry 
@ 519-242-6900 or 
gallamore@golden.
net. Call anytime. 
Prompt service.

WANTED - DIE CAST 
REPLICAS OF FARM 
equipment, industrial 
equipment and trans-
port trucks. Any scale, 
any complete condi-
tion. Small or large 
lots. Call Dwayne 
519-669-5500.

Trades & 
Services

C U S TO M  A P P L E 
PRESSING & JUICE 
sales by appointment 
only. Cedar Ridge 
Pressing, Wesley 
Martin, 3175 Northfield 
Dr. Elmira, On. N3B 2Z1. 
519-669-3541.

Rentals
2 BEDROOM APART-
MENT AVAILABLE 
near downtown Elmira. 
Call 226-600-0135.

Real Estate
JUST LISTED! 42 
POFFENROTH PATH. 
This beautifully land-
scaped, 3 bedroom, 3 
bathroom semi is the 
perfect opportunity 
for first time home 
buyers or down-siz-
ers! Close to parks, 
trails, and a short 
drive to St. Jacobs 
F a r m e r s  M a r ke t 
and Waterloo. Large 
living/dining area on 
the main floor with 
sliding doors to the 
fully fenced yard with 
a great sized deck for 
entertaining! Solid 
wood cabinetry in the 
kitchen, with a brand 
new dishwasher. 
Vinyl California shut-
ters in the bedrooms 
and bathrooms. Other 
upgrades include: hot 
water tank (2018), 
new roof (2021), new 
furnace with built-in 
humidifier and central 
air (2022), and you 
have a 3pc rough-in 
bathroom in the 
basement! Don't miss 
your chance to check 
this home out! Listed 
for $679,900.

Work 
Wanted

YARD CLEAN UP. 
RAKING LEAVES, 
Gutter  c leaning, 
Pressire washing 
decks, siding and 
sidewalks. Call Gary 
519-577-1750

DO YOU REQUIRE 
FALL FLOWER BED OR 
yard cleanup, or inte-
rior painting before 
the holiday season ? 
Experienced, reason-
able rates. Call or text 
519-465-3477.

For Sale
TREES & SHRUBS 
FORSALE. SHADE 
trees; apple, pear, 
peach, plum, cherry, 
apricot, nectarines; 
blueberries, aronia-
berry, grapes, rhubarb, 
raspberries, etc; blue 
spruce, white spruce, 
Norway spruce & lots 
of nice cedars to make 
green fence hedges & 
windbreaks. Range 1-6 
feet tall. Now is a good 
time to plant! Excellent 
quality plants. Stop 
in Monday to Satur-
day, 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. at 
Martin's Nursery, c/o 
Emanuel E.M. Martin, 
42661 Orangehill Rd., 
Wroxeter Ont. N0G 
2X0. (1 km north of 
Wroxeter on Belmore 
Line).

LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haff-
n e r  T r u c k i n g , 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Many In-Stock or Custom Bathroom Vanities, Kitchen Cabinetry, Flooring 
and Tiles, Blinds, Shades, Fashion Plumbing • Our experienced personell 
and designer will help you work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES    ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

(ELMIRA)

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

Must bring coupon in or use code “repair22”

$10 OFF$10 OFF PATIO DOOR SCREEN 
REPLACEMENT

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Reach 
local 
people at 
the right 
time 
every 
week.
Advertise your 
professional 
services to 
Woolwich, 
Wellesley and 
beyond.
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 ↆ R E A L  E S A T E

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

Martin’s Nursery 
Hydrangea Shrubs & Trees
Shade & Flowering Trees 
Large selection of fruit trees
(fruit bearing age)
Hedging & Windbreaks
Spruce, Pine, Cedars
Shrubs, Grasses 
& much 
more! 

HONEY FOR SALE 
BEE Supplies Etc. 

We sell a complete line 
of Bee Supplies; including 

Extracting Equipment, jars, 
pails, Varroa mite treatments 

and Bees, Nucs, Queens.

C/O EMANUEL E.M. MARTIN 
42661 Orangehill Road, RR#1, Wroxeter, ON
1 Concession North of Wroxeter on Belmore Line

Mon. – Sat. 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

ORHBS Select Queens (Weekly) 

 ↆ L O C A L  S E R V I C E S

Contact us for all your
Custom or Replacement

Tarps & Covers!
▪ Bale covers in stock
▪ Patio canopy repairs

Irvin Martin
trailviewmfg@gmail.com 226-584-0923

5 Thrush Court, Elmira     $849,900.00   MLS

BROKERAGE
BRAD MARTIN

Broker of Record,
MVA ResidentialR.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.

Offi  ce: 519-669-2772
Brad Direct: 519-741-6231

 Jenna Direct: 519-760-2265 
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com
JENNA MARTIN
Sales Representative

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!   CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

12 Park Ave. W., Elmira                    $849,900.00   MLS

Incredible detail inside & outside on this 
beautiful century home! Approx 2,200 sq. 
ft. “Black Ash” natural trim, pocket doors, 
stained glass windows & intricate wood-
work are features in this home. Mn fl r laun-
dry & 2 piece. Formal LR/DR & eat-in kitch-
en. Grand entry. 4 bdrms upstairs & walk-up 
attic. Mn fl r addition includes a family room 
w/gas F.P. & large garage. The lot - 57’ x 142’ 
runs through to the street behind where 
there is a double asphalt driveway.  MLS

Court location! Very well updated bun-
galow w/mn flr family room addition, 
overlooking park-like rear yard. 2 bdrms 
on the main flr. Carpet free – some in-
flr heating. Updated kitchen w/granite 
counters. Huge rec rm w/brand new floor-
ing, dry bar & gas F.P.  3rd bdrm, 3 pc. 
bath & storage. Loaded with extras! Inter-
locking brick driveway – room for 4+ ve-
hicles. “Immediate possession” possible. 
Shows AAA.   MLS 

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Emily Minielly

519-504-6247
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

MILLBANK - Looking to escape the big city for small town living? This charming recently 
updated, 3-bedroom 2-bathroom bungalow is exactly that and more. Located in the quaint town 
of Millbank, only 30 minutes from all the big city amenities that Waterloo or Stratford have to 
offer. You are welcomed through the front door into a bright living room that flows into the 
dining and kitchen area. From the dining area, slip out through the large sliding doors to your 
back deck, (complete with propane hook-up), relax and enjoy your large .3 acre corner lot with 
mature trees, ideal for family gatherings and summer BBQ’s. Or head out to the covered front 
porch, perfect for enjoying morning coffee or an evening beverage. Upstairs you will find three 
updated bedrooms and a newly refinished bathroom. The basement with a double door walkout 
and large windows provides an abundance of natural light, giving a main floor feel. The basement 
offers just as much as the main floor, rec room, workshop, 2 piece bathroom, laundry room, large 
cold room, bonus (play) room, loads of space for your family and guests to enjoy. You could easily 
convert this space into an in-law suite. Updates include, new LVT flooring , drywall, potlights, 
bathrooms, most windows, all trim and interior doors all done in 2022 as well as Furnace & A/C 
(2021), this house is move in ready! With an insulated garage, (new door on order), oversized 
shed, and ample parking, you will have tons of space to store your “toys” or entertain. 

$624,900$624,900

ELMIRA - Don’t miss this highly sought after fully finished 2 Bedroom, 3 Bathroom Bungalow 
Townhome in Elmira! Larger than it looks, this unique layout allows you to have access to everything 
you need on one level. Upon entering the front door, you will immediately notice the spacious 
formal dining room flooded with natural light from the large picture window - perfect for setting up 
a quiet office or maintaining it as a dining space! Flow through the kitchen and into the main living 
space. This space is made welcoming with large windows, adoor to access your enclosed back 
porch and a gas fireplace. The generous primary bedroom is located just off the living space. This 
suite includes a 3-piece ensuite bathroom with a walk in shower. The main floor also offers a powder 
room, laundry and direct access to your single car garage. Follow the staircase down to your fully 
finished basement which offers additional living space with a rec room, a 3-piece bathroom, den 
and plenty of versatile storage space! Located just steps from the Woolwich Memorial Recreation 
Centre in a neighbourhood that maintains that close-knit community feel – this home is a must see! 

$650,000$650,000

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

HUGE 70 X165 LOT. Renovated 3 bedroom home with loads of updates. 
New furnace and a/c. Newer metal roof. Large front porch and great back 
deck. Updated kitchen, plumbing, wiring, and drywall. Perennial and 
vegetable beds, coffered ceilings, plus 2 sets of stairs to the bedroom level 
plus more. MLS. CALL Dale

Just Listed | $539,000 | Listowel

This beautifully landscaped, 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom semi is 
the perfect opportunity for first time home buyers or 
down-sizers! Close to parks, trails, and a short drive to St. 
Jacobs Farmers Market and Waterloo. Large living/dining area 
on the main floor with sliding doors to the fully fenced yard 
with a great sized deck for entertaining! Solid wood cabinetry 
in the kitchen, with a brand new dishwasher. Vinyl California 
shutters in the bedrooms and bathrooms. Other upgrades 
include: hot water tank (2018), new roof (2021), new furnace 
with built-in humidifier and central air (2022), and you have a 
3pc rough-in bathroom in the basement! Don’t miss your 
chance to check this home out! MLS

Direct: 519-222-0405 | Office: 519-570-4447
info@luxerealtygroup.ca

Kristen Schulz
Salesperson

$679,900

JUST LISTED!

42 POFFENROTH PATH, ELMIRA

 ♥ Halloween Costumes  
 Get creative with old newspapers!  
This year, reuse them to fashion 
your Halloween Costume. 3865 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-7575

VILLAGE
HOME
HARDWARE

www.homehardware.ca

The Next Linwood Clinic: 
at Linwood Community Centre
Friday, November 4, 2022
4 – 8 pm 

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter

1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

Appointments are 
required to ensure 

physical distancing.
If you are feeling unwell or have 
come in contact with someone 

who has tested positive for 
COVID-19, please reschedule

ↆ L I N W O O D  B L O O D  D O N O R
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ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Griffin, Alfred “Alf”
It is with heavy hearts that we announce 
the passing of a dear husband, father, 
grandfather and friend. Alf was born 
July 5, 1941 in Ingersoll, ON to Alfred 
and Margaret Griffin, and died at 
home on Thursday, October 20, 2022 
at the age of 81. Alf is survived by his 
loving wife Carolyn (nee Snyder) and 
his children Allan (Wendy), Paul, 
Matthew, Adam, Meghan (Weslee 
McDonald), David, and Luke. He 
will be missed by his brother Tom 
(Lynn), sister-in-law Marlene Goerz, 
brothers-in-law Eldon (Kathy) Snyder, 
Clare (Judy) Snyder, Del (LeaAnn) 
Snyder, and Gord (Elly) Snyder, and 
his mother-in-law Irene Snyder. Also 
left to miss him are his grandchildren 
Elizabeth, Katie, Cameron, Declan, 
and Elias. Alf will be missed by his 
special family Pat and Niki Parikh 
and his special grandsons Ivaan and 
AAniv. He will also be missed by his 
many nieces and nephews. Alf was 
preceded by his parents, daughter 
Lois Marie, and mother and father-
in-law Mervin and Eileen Snyder. He 
was also preceded by his sister-in-law 
Rhonda Snyder, brothers-in-law Don 
Goerz and Maurice Snyder, and niece 
Kyla Snyder. Alf worked for many 
years as a police officer, starting in 
Ingersoll, then working for the OPP 
and for a short time in Strathroy, 
before finally coming to the Town of 
Elmira which eventually became the 
WRPS. After his retirement he opened 
Alf’s Tackle Shoppe, which he enjoyed 
for a few years. He then went on to 
drive truck locally. Alf enjoyed his 
time driving a school bus and finally 
driving Mennonites around the area. 
He loved talking to people and would 
strike up conversations with complete 
strangers as if he had known them 
for years. As a family, much time was 
spent camping and fishing. A vacation 
was not a vacation if there wasn’t a lake 
involved. There will be no visitation. 
A private family graveside service 
will be held in Elmira Mennonite 
Cemetery. The family would like to 
thank Community Care Concepts, 
Care Partners, and Genesis Comfort 
Care for all the help with Alf. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations to 
the Alzheimer’s Society or St. Mary’s 
Hospital Foundation – Cardiac Care 
would be appreciated, and may be 
made through the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich intends to discuss 
by-laws to amend fees or charges for building, planning, fi re, and general services 
on October 31, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers situated at 24 Church 
Street West in Elmira, remotely via Zoom, and livestreamed to the Township of 
Woolwich YouTube Channel.

Township of Woolwich 
2023 Annual Grant Applications 

Now Available
Application forms for the Township of Woolwich’s 2023 Annual Grants are now 
available online (October 1, 2022). Non-profi t organizations may apply for 
a capital or operating grant for the delivery of programs and services within 
Woolwich Township.
Applications must be received by Monday, October 31, 2022, at 4:30 p.m.
Please fi nd additional details regarding the Township’s annual grants and special 
assistance programs on the Township’s website, www.woolwich.ca/grants. 
Completed applications and questions may be directed to Alex Smyth at 
asmyth@woolwich.ca or 519-669-6004. 

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Obituary

Metzger, Clayton W.
Peacefully passed into the presence 
of the Lord on Sunday, October 23, 
2022 at Groves Memorial Hospital, 
Fergus on his 76th birthday. Beloved 
husband of Alice (Martin) Metzger for 
54 years. Loving father of Shirley and 
Gary Wideman of Wallenstein, Sharon 
and Dennis Shantz of Elmira. Dear 
grandfather of Nicole and Nathan 
Avery, Kyle and Ally Wideman, Krista 
Wideman; Jordan and Chantelle 
Shantz, Ryan Shantz and his friend 
Anna Truszkowski. Brother of John, 
and Marie and Sam Gerber. Brother-
in-law of Elsie Martin, Oscar Martin, 
and Mary Bauman. Predeceased by 
his parents Abram and Magdalena 
Metzger, parents-in-law Orval and 
Hannah Martin, brothers-in-law Willis 
Martin, Mervin Bauman, and sister-
in-law Dorothy Martin. Visitation 
took place on Wednesday, October 
26, 2022 from 2-6 p.m. at Crystal View 
Mennonite Church, 2167 Floradale 
Rd., Floradale. Funeral service 
will be held on Thursday, October 
27, 2022 at 2 p.m. at Crystal View 
Mennonite Church with interment 
to follow in the adjoining cemetery. 
The family also invites you to view a 
livestream of the service which can 
be accessed on Clayt’s tribute page 
of the funeral home website. Phone 
service will be available to listen to 
by calling 226-476-1207#. The family 
wishes to express their sincere 
thanks to all those who supported 
them in prayer and various deeds of 
kindness, and a special thanks to the 
doctors and nurses for the wonderful 
care provided. God bless you all. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations 
to Groves Memorial Hospital or 
Canadian Cancer Society would be 
appreciated, and can be made through 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Bauman, Paul M
Passed away peacefully at Grand 
River Hospital on Monday, October 
24, 2022 at the age of 80. Husband of 
Magdalena (Sherk) Bauman. Father 
of Elizabeth and Simeon Bauman, 
Edwin and Edna, Catherine and 
Emerson Hoover, the late David (1974), 
Lucinda and Eli Sherk, Lydia and 
Jesse Bauman, Aaron and Rebecca, 
Magdalena and Martin Hoover, Elsie 
and Samuel Martin, and Naomi and 
Daniel Frey. Numerous grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. Brother to 
Isaac and Hannah, Simeon and Annie, 
Edwin (the late Rachel), George and 
Sarah, Mary and Elam Frey, Levi and 
Betsy, Lydia and Enos Frey, Selinda 
and Daniel Bauman. Predeceased by 
his parents Levi and Lydia Bauman. 
Burial and funeral service to take 
place on Thursday, October 27, 2022 
at Martin Mennonite Meeting House. 
Arrangements entrusted to Dreisinger 
Funeral Home. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

ObituaryBirthday

Happy 85th Birthday
To Pat Gaudet 

 Mom, Grandma, & GG
Today is just for you... and you are special!
May this be a very special day to honour 
you and all the great things about you - 
your smile, your laugh and the way that 

you are so much fun to be around.  
You are a light in the dark and sunshine 
on a cloudy day. You make the world a 

better place just by being in it...

Lots of Love from:  Your kids, grandkids,  
and great-grandkids.

Death Notice

FRIEDMANN, MARY MARGARET - Peace-
fully surrounded by her family on Satur-
day, October 22, 2022, in her 89th year.

KARLEY, BLANCHE M. - Blanche has 
earned her Angel wings and passed away 
peacefully on October 19, 2022, shortly 
after celebrating her 99th birthday.

LEWIS, RON - Beloved husband of Elaine 
Lewis, passed away on October 19, 2022, 
surrounded by the love of his family.

NELLIS, LINDA K. - It is with a heavy heart 
that we acknowledge the passing of 
Linda Karen Nellis. Linda passed away 
on October 22, 2022, at the age of 72 
after a courageous battle with breast 
cancer.

STEINMANN, RAY - Ray Steinmann was 
born on September 5, 1936, in Wellesley, 
Ontario. He passed away peacefully on 
October 21, 2022, at the age of 86.

Birthday

65th Birthday

OPEN HOUSE November 5, 1-5pm
Woolwich Memorial Centre  

Community Room
Best wishes only, please.

For Marg Steffler  
(nee Foerster)

Have a Safe & Happy 
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here With the clock ticking, OLG is looking for the 
winner of a $10,000 Lottario prize for a ticket 
sold in Breslau on Nov. 6, 2021. The winning 
numbers were 12-16-18-37-39-41 with 
bonus number 38. The ticket matched five 
of the six numbers plus the bonus number.

The popular K-W Santa Claus parade is 
taking to the streets again this year after 
a two-year pandemic-related hiatus. The 
Lions Club of Kitchener announced the 
parade, which runs along Weber Street 
starting at Frederick Street in Kitchener and 
ending at Erb Street in Waterloo, is set for 
Nov. 19 at 10 a.m.

A prize on the line Santa back on track again

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I've 
heard I should avoid cer-
tain foods like grapefruit 
and broccoli, as well as al-
coholic beverages, when 
taking certain medica-
tions. Why is that? How 
can I be safe from any po-
tential issues?

ANSWER: Certain foods 
and beverages can inter-
fere with several kinds of 
prescription and nonpre-
scription medications.

Problems arise because 
natural chemicals or 
nutrients in foods or 

Drug interactions with foods and drinks

drinks can interfere with a 
medication, lessening its 
effectiveness or potentially 
having a stronger affect. 
Foods or beverages also 
can affect the enzymes 
that break down, or metab-
olize, the medication in 
your body. As a result, the 
medication may stay in 
your body for too short or 
too long a time.

A medication that's 
broken down too quickly 
won't have time to work. 
On the other hand, a medi-
cation that stays in the 
body too long may build 
up to potentially danger-
ous levels.

Don't take these inter-
actions lightly. Some can 
cause potentially danger-
ous health problems. 
Common and serious side 
effects are high blood 
pressure, heart irregulari-
ties, muscle weakness and 
bleeding.

It is important that you 

review your prescrip-
tions, and other over-the-
counter medications and 
supplements, with your 
health care provider or 
pharmacist to determine 
any potential interactions 
or reactions. Before taking 
any medication, it is best 
to ask, "Are there foods or 
beverages I should avoid 
when taking this medica-
tion or supplement?"

Another important 
question to ask your 
health care provider or 
pharmacist is about the 
amount, as well as when 

you can eat certain foods 
or drink certain beverages. 
Consider asking if you 
should completely avoid 
specific foods or bever-
ages, or if smaller amounts 
are allowed.

Also, timing can matter. 
Some medications should 
be taken with food, while 
others should be taken on 
an empty stomach. Ask 
about the time difference 
between ingesting food 
and taking your medica-
tions. Some require a 30- to 
60-minute buffer, while 
other medications may be 

such that it would simply 
be best to avoid eating 
certain foods while taking 
the prescription.

These are some of the 
most common foods and 
drinks that can cause chal-
lenges:
 Certain fruits and 

their juices, such 
as grapefruit, 
oranges, pomelos 
and cranberries.

 Some vegetables that 
are rich in vitamin 
K, such as collards, 
spinach and kale, 

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THE HALLOWEEN 
SPIRIT IS ALIVE, well and 
spooky at two Elmira loca-
tions offering up haunted 
houses in keeping with the 
fast-approaching day.

EDSS drama teacher DJ 
Carroll has been doing a 
haunted house each year 
for three decades. This 
time around, he’s put 
together a theme based on 
the 2011 movie Cowboys & 
Aliens. It’ll be what he calls 
an “interactive Halloween” 
experience.

“If anybody’s watched 
the really cheesy sci-fi 
movie, the aliens are going 
to be coming out of the 
western town and the kids 
have to help defend the 
town of Elmira from that. 
They’ll be helping the 
sheriff defend the town,” 
Carroll said. 

The first haunted house 
will be set up at Carroll’s 
home at 14 Limera Ave. 
in Elmira, with the first 
“show” at about 5:30 p.m. 
and running every 15 or 

20 minutes until 8 or 8:30 
p.m.

“For me Halloween is 
like my Christmas. Other 
people get really up to 
decorating [at Christmas]. 
Me, it’s about Halloween. 
It’s about having fun. It’s 
about giving kids some-
thing fun to do on that 
night. A chance for the 
families to come out and 
just hang out for a few 
minutes and just inter-
act and have some fun,” 
Carroll added.

The second haunted 
house will be at the former 
Bristow Inn and will 
involve a butcher’s room 
theme. Yo Wang, who’s 
been doing a haunted 
house for 20 years, says 
there while be some 
scary elements to what 
he is doing, there won’t 
be anything over the top, 
despite the theme. 

“There’s scared where 
we’re terrified and we can’t 
sleep at night – it’s some-
thing that’s unpleasant. 
For me, I’m talking about 
that scary feeling where 
your heart is beating, you 

Two options for getting that haunted house experience

→ HAUNTING 24DJ Carroll is again hosting a haunted house event at his Elmira home on Oct. 31. Bill Atwood

DJ Carroll's event will have a Cowboys & Aliens theme; Bristow Inn location goes with butcher's room approach
have that enjoyment of 
being startled. Maybe 
something does scare 
you, but then you laugh 
after and that’s the type of 
feeling that I like and that’s 
also the type of feeling that 
I try to allow the kids in our 
community to enjoy,” he 
said.

“It’s not something 
where I want the kids to 
not be able to sleep at 
night. It’s more that they 
are able to scream but then 
also laugh at our house and 
they’d be able to kind of 
enjoy and talk about it with 
their friends the next day,” 
he added.

Wang will also be collect-
ing donations for Food-
4Kids Waterloo Region, a 
charity that provides food 
to kids in need during the 
weekends and school holi-
days, including summer 
break.

“If you’ve enjoyed our 
display, we will have a bin 
for cash donations on site 
and we will donate 100 per 
cent of the money,” he said.

Although it may not be 

→ MAYO CLINIC 25

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

When You Turn Your Vehicle’s Heat Up 
Do You Smell an Unpleasant Odor? 

It might be time for a new cabin air fi lter! Filters not regularly changed 
can result in decreased heating and air conditioning performance. We put 

together a maintenance schedule for your vehicle and will let you know when 
it is time for your cabin air fi lter to be replaced. 

If you have any questions please just ask, we are here to help you!
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This salad is the 
perfect candy detox

This salad is easily 
customizable, so 

you can dress up this 
salad with anything you 
like! Try using a pear 
instead of the apple or 
chopped pecans, walnuts 
or pistachios instead of 
the almonds. You can also 
add a sprinkle of crum-

bled cheese, dried fruit 
(such as dried cherries, 
cranberries or chopped 
apricots), sunflower seeds 
or pepitas.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Kale Salad with 
Maple-Balsamic Dressing

▢ 8 ounces curly kale

▢ 3 tablespoons 
extra-virgin olive oil

▢ 1 tablespoon 
balsamic vinegar

▢ 1 teaspoon maple 
syrup

▢ 1⁄2 teaspoon Dijon 
mustard or mayonnaise

▢ 1⁄4 teaspoon salt

▢ 1 apple, cored and 
chopped

▢ 1⁄4 cup sliced almonds

1. TEAR: Tear kale 
leaves from stems 
and discard stems. 
Tear kale into small 
bite-size pieces.

2. MASSAGE: Place 
kale pieces in a bowl. 
Squeeze and massage 
kale until leaves soften 
and turn dark green, 
1 to 2 minutes.

3. SHAKE: In a small jar, 

combine oil, vinegar, 
maple syrup, mustard 
and salt. Cover jar 
tightly with lid and 
shake until mixture 
is well combined, 
about 30 seconds.

4. DRESS: Add apple, 
almonds and dress-
ing to bowl with kale. 
Use tongs to toss 
salad until kale is well 
coated with dressing.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Getting Out 
of the Way

9:30am

Jonathan Brubacher Preaching

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28
▢ St Jacobs Pumpkin Parade. October 28th & 29th 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Full details for this free event 
can be found on our website www.stjacobsvillage.
com/pumpkinparade.  Participants are invited to pick 
up a free pumpkin, carve it and bring it to one of the 
evenings.  There will be other halloween activities for 
families as well! Contact the St. Jacobs BIA:  coordi-
nator@stjacobsvillage.com

▢ Friday Food at the Elmira Legion. Door open at 4 
p.m. with serving starting at 5:45 p.m. Menu is:  Beans 
an wieners, potatoes, roll, dessert, $10/plate. Join us 
in the lounge, all welcome.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3
▢ Caregivers Support Group at Woolwich Counsel-
ling Centre, Elmira. Caregivers provide physical and 
emotional support to family members, neighbours, 
partners, and friends. We recognize that caregivers 
may also need support. We are here for you. Please 
join us for refreshments, conversation, community, and 
peer support. This event will have a theme of self-care. 
You are welcome to join us from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. for one 
or all sessions. Please call 519-669-8651 or email us 
at info@woolwichcounselling.org

▢ Open Music Jam. Calling all musicians to a free 
open music jam. Rock, blues, folk, christian, contem-
porary, jazz, country. Bring your instrument and join us 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Junction, Elmira. Contact 
Bruce Weber 519-577-8521 for questions.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4
▢ Friday Food at the Elmira Legion. Doors open at 4 
p.m., serving at 5:45 p.m. Menu: pulled pork on a bun, 
fries and dessert, $10/plate. Join us in the lounge. All 
welcome.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5
▢ Climate Action Movie Time at Lions Hall, Elmira 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. No charge. Movie: Curb your 
Carbon (with discussion to follow.) Movie for children 4 
plus: The Lorax.  Adults are required in the building for 
all children under 9. Both movies start at 2 p.m. Drinks 
and popcorn will be provided. All welcome. Pre-regis-
tration to aroberts@woolwich.ca  or call 519-514-7027.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7
▢ Understanding Elder Abuse and Neglect Work-
shop. Join Woolwich Counselling virtually from 7 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Stress on communities, institutions, families, 
and individuals increases the risks of possible neglect 
and abuse to those members in our community who 
rely on others for care and daily needs. This workshop 
will create awareness and increase understanding of 
what abuse and neglect may look like in its various 
forms, and how we can come together to care for, 
protect, and prevent any harm to our elders. Register 
now: Please call 519-669-8651 or email us at info@
woolwichcounselling.org

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9
▢ Calm and Content: Strategies for Manageing Your 
Emotional State. Join Woolwich Counselling virtu-
ally from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Life is better when we can 
manage our emotions and avoid getting stuck in an 
anxious, down, or angry state. In this workshop you 
will receive an introduction to how our nervous system 
works to manage emotions. You will learn a few tips 
on how to use this wisdown to stay calm and content. 
Register now: Please call 519-669-8651 or email us at 
info@woolwichcounselling.org

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

visible, not every child in 
the region has enough to 
eat, Wang said.

“In Woolwich I think we 
can get the false impres-
sion that everyone has 
equal access to food. At 
least for me at EDSS when 
I went there…I didn’t really 
have an encounter with 
poverty at our school and 
in our community. I didn’t 
have too many opportuni-

ties to see that as well,” he 
said

“There’s at least 3,000 
kids in our community 
in the greater Waterloo 
Region community who do 
not have access to a nutri-
tious meal. So I think it’s 
definitely something that’s 
important for us to be able 
to come together and help 
the kids that are just next 
door that we may or might 
not see,” he added. 

HAUNTING: Helping put a scare into 
people ... and lending a hand to others

→ FROM 23
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It is important that you re-
view your prescriptions, 
and other over-the-count-
er medications and sup-
plements, with your health 
care provider or pharmacist 
to determine any potential 
interactions or reactions.

Roasted Pork Tenderloin with  
Cranberry Balsamic Reduction

 ▢ 500g red mini 
potatoes, halved 

 ▢ 3 sprigs fresh 
rosemary 

 ▢ 5 cloves garlic (not 
peeled) 

 ▢ Salt & pepper

 ▢ 3Ttbsp. cooking 
Oil 

 ▢ 1 whole pork 
tenderloin

 ▢ 1shallot, minced 

 ▢ 1 cup whole 
cranberries (fresh or 

frozen)

 ▢ 3/4 cup chicken 
broth 

 ▢ 2-1/2 Tbsp. honey

 ▢ 3 Tbsp. balsamic 
vinegar

1. Preheat oven to 
400°F . Line a rimmed 
baking sheet with foil.

2. On prepared baking 
sheet, toss together 
potatoes, rosemary, 
garlic, some salt and 
pepper, and half of the 
oil. Spread potatoes 
out to edge of baking 
sheet, leaving centre 
bare. Roast in centre of 
oven for 10 minutes.

3. Meanwhile, trim 
excess skin off of 

pork and then sprinkle 
tenderloin with salt and 
pepper. In frying pan, 
heat remaining oil over 
medium heat; brown 
tenderloin on all sides, 
about 5 to 6 minutes. 

4. Place browned tender-
loin in centre of baking 
sheet. Return to oven; 
roast pork and potatoes 
for 18 to 22 minutes or 
until cooked through.

5. Meanwhile, return 
frying pan to medium 

heat. Add additional oil. 
Add shallot; cook for 1 
minute or until softened. 
Stir in cranberries, chicken 
broth and honey. Cook 
until mixture comes to a 
simmer and is reduced 
by half. Stir in balsamic 
vinegar; simmer for 2 
minutes or until a thick 
sauce-like consistency.

6. Transfer potatoes and 
pork to a serving plat-
ter. Serve immediately, 
with sauce on the side or 
spooned over the pork.

Fairness demands expanding  
the use of cranberries

Cranberries are of 
course synonymous 

with turkey, however other 
meats are starting to talk 
and think it’s not fair!

Why can’t they be used 
to complement other 
meats? Why does pork 
always have to be served 
with apples?

The answers are all 
unfolded in the recipe 
below. 

Cranberries are natural 
to the Americas (although 
a different variety grows in 
Europe).

Legend tells of the 
Pilgrims being met at 
the shore by Indige-
nous peoples carrying 

baskets of cranberries. 
It is also said that the 
New Englanders sent 
10 bushels of cranber-
ries back home to King 
Charles (not that King 
Charles) who was angry 
with them.

Anyway, as the nights 
get colder, the comfort of 
warm meat and potatoes 
sounds appealing.

By all means please 
serve your favourite vege-
table or salad with this 
meal – I’m not going to be 
responsible for you not 
eating healthy!

The potatoes just greatly 
benefit from being cooked 
with the meat.

 ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of 
St. Jacobs, which hosts private events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast and lunch 
in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

CHEF   
DUFF  

Recipes from  
the chef's table

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

and other foods, such 
as soybeans, broc-
coli, and carrot and 
pomegranate juice.

 � Tyramine, which 
is an amino acid or 
protein building 
block found in aged 
cheese; pickled and 
fermented foods, 
such as sauer-
kraut and kimchi; 
processed meats, 
such as sausages; 
and some sauces like 
shrimp or soy sauce.

 � Licorice or lico-
rice extract in 
candy or teas.

 � Milk and milk 
products.

 � Alcoholic and nonal-
coholic beverages, 
such as beer, wine 
and spirits, and 
those that contain 
caffeine, such as 
coffee, tea or soda.

It is important to be 
mindful about reading 
labels and being aware of 
what ingredients are in 
certain foods and drinks. 
Sometimes manufac-
turers do not list all the 
ingredients or use the 
most common name of an 

ingredient. For instance, 
numerous citrus-flavoured 
soft drinks contain grape-
fruit juice or grapefruit 
extract, but if you don't pay 
attention, you could have 
a potential problem with 
your medications.

If your diet changes 
seasonally or when away 
from home – for instance, 
if you harvest vegetables 
from a garden or eat more 
of certain fruits while on 
vacation – be thoughtful 
to ensure consistency with 
food intake and medica-
tion dosing.

The list of commonly 
prescribed medications 
that can interact with 
certain foods and bever-
ages includes medications 
that:

 � Fight infection.
 � Reduce cholesterol.
 � Treat high blood 

pressure.
 � Treat heart problems.
 � Prevent organ 

rejection.
 � Treat anxiety or 

depression.
 � Stabilize mood or 

act as a stimulant.
 � Control seizures.
 � Minimize motion 

sickness.

 � Treat erectile 
dysfunction.

 � Replace hormones.
 �  Reduce cough.
 � Control pain.

Your health is import-
ant. As part of your health, 
eating a nutritious diet and 
taking your medications 
as prescribed matters. 
You may be surprised and 
disappointed to see some 
of your favourite foods 
and drinks listed as ones 
to be wary of when taking 
different medications. But 
taking time to speak with 
your health care provider 
about the risks and bene-
fits is valuable in the long 
run to avoid any issues.

If you find it difficult 
to avoid some of these 
foods, especially if they 
are healthy favourites, ask 
your health care provider 
or pharmacist if compa-
rable medications are 
available that you can take 
without interacting with 
your preferred foods and 
beverages.

October is Healthy 
Workplace Month. 

This month promotes a 
healthy mind, body, and 
organizational culture. 

Employee mental health 
is one of the most import-
ant issues facing work-
places today.

Half a million Canadi-
ans miss work each week 
due to mental illness, 
according to the Centre 
for Addiction and Mental 
Health. The economic 
burden of mental illness 
in Canada is estimated at 
$51 billion annually, the 
organization adds.

Workplace factors can 
significantly impact 
mental well-being. Daily 
stress, unsustainable 
workloads, lack of work-
life balance, unpredict-
ability in schedules, and 

monotonous work can all 
contribute to employee 
burnout. Poor organiza-
tional communication 
practices, a lack of support 
from colleagues and 
managers, harassment, 
bullying, and discrimina-
tion also play a role. 

A supportive and 
productive workplace 
invests in the mental well-
ness of employees. Every 
organization is different, 
and there is no one way to 
build a mentally healthy 
workplace. But there are 
strategies that can support 
mental health.

According to the 
Canadian Mental Health 
Association, Ontario, and 
The Health Communica-
tion Unit at the Dalla Lana 
School of Public Health at 
the University of Toronto, 

these include:
Valuing work-life 

balance: A supportive 
environment recognizes 
that there is a balance 
between the demands of 
work and an employee’s 
personal life.

Employee involve-
ment in decision making: 
Employees should have 
opportunities to partic-
ipate in how important 
decisions are made in the 
organization and in their 
own work.

Defining the employee’s 
job role: Clear expecta-
tions helps employees 
understand what they 

growth and development.
Recognizing employees’ 

contributions effectively: 
Employees should be 
recognized and rewarded 
in a timely manner for 
their efforts.

Possible outcomes of 
implementing a workplace 
mental health program 
include benefits for both 
employers and employees 
– improved morale and 
employee satisfaction, 
creativity, productivity, 
and reduced medical 
leave, injuries and acci-
dents, and staff turnover 
among others.

In partnership with 
community counselling 
services, companies can 
consider setting up an 
Employee Assistance Plan 
(EAP) to offer counselling 
support to their employ-

Supporting the mental health of employees

ees, invite a speaker, 
arrange a custom work-
shop, or participate in a 
company-wide mental 
wellness awareness 
campaign.

Where these types 
of programs were once 
considered “nice to have” 
initiatives, in the fallout 
of the pandemic, it has 
become a critical business 
imperative for a resilient 
organization.

 ↆ This article is brought to 
you by Woolwich Counselling 
Centre. This non-profit 
counselling agency creates 
awareness and provides 
education to promote emotional 
and mental wellness for 
individuals, families, businesses, 
and others in Woolwich and 
Wellesley. Check out their 
upcoming small group therapy 
sessions and workshops at 
www.woolwichcounselling.org.

need to do and how their 
work contributes to their 
teams and organization.

Seeking respectful 
behaviours and having 
conflict resolution prac-
tices and plans in place: A 
supportive workplace does 
not tolerate harassment, 
discrimination, verbal, or 
physical abuse on the job 
and responds swiftly. It 
encourages respect and 
consideration for one 
another, and with clients, 
customers, and the public.

Managing workloads: 
The work environment 
enables the employee to 
complete tasks within 
timeframes that are 
reasonable.

Providing opportunities 
for continuous learning: 
Employees have opportu-
nities that support their 

 ▢ Your Mental 
Wellbeing 
Woolwich 
Counselling Centre

→ FROM 23

MAYO CLINIC: A wide variety of foods can be an issue
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordWord of the Week Find-A-Word THEME: THEATRE

ACROSS
1. Regrettably
5. Boor's lack
9. Bat droppings
14. Automatic control
16. U-shaped bend
17. Wood work
18. Pitcher's aid
19. Chapeau claque
20. ___ and sciences
21. Durable wood
22. Wager
23. Euros replaced 

them
24. Deceive
26. Coal dust
28. Door opener
33. Receives real 

property from 
an estate

35. Canine's coat
36. Least narrow
37. Coops up
39. Bad-mouth
40. Henry VIII's 

last wife
41. Like some eyes
43. Cracker spread
45. Masseur's 

workplace, maybe
46. Daily 

constitutional
50. Arab League 

member

51. Candidate
54. Heads-up
55. Reason
56. Dentist's direction
57. Facts known to few
58. Banana oil, e.g.

59. Bone-dry
60. Black

DOWN
1. Chevron competitor
2. Bounded

3. Acquiesce
4. Toyota model
5. Hyperbolic function
6. "Way to go!"
7. Conqueror of 

the Aztecs

8. Met
9. Goat antelope
10. Killing of one's wife
11. More difficult to 

understand
12. Quiet
13. Control
15. Pipe problem
24. People person
25. Describing 

some letters.
27. Allocate, with "out"
28. Chick's sound
29. Academy site
30. Baptism, e.g.
31. Know-it-all
32. Beer barrel
34. Big shot
38. Bagel toppers
39. Electrical 

accessory
42. Put together
44. "Come in!"
46. Take as a bride
47. Mites
48. Pig ___
49. Criticize
52. Dietary, in ads
53. Cafeteria carrier
54. "What ___ 

the odds?"

ACROSS
1. Harvard 

student, e.g.
7. Tom, Dick 

or Harry
8. Lion
9. Matching genes
10. Afternoon 

service

DOWN
1. 200 milligrams
2. American lizard
3. African antelope
4. Convex 

moldings.
5. Anoint, old style
6. Military wear

 ANCHOR 
 BAR
 BOARD
 CABLE 
 CALL
 CANS
 CSI
 CUE 

 CURTAIN 
 DAT
 DBO
 DIM 
 DIPS
 DRY
 DSL
 DSR

 ERS
 FLY
 FOH
 FX
 GATE
 GAUZE
 GEL
 GRID 

 GRIP 
 JOG 
 LAMP 
 LEGS 
 LORT 
 LX
 MASK
 MIC

 OP
 PATCH 
 PIT 
 PLOT
 RAKE
 RIG
 RUN 
 SET

 SPOT
 TRAP 
 USL
 USR
 WAY
 WINGS
 XLR

CLOYING
Excessively sweet or sentimental

21

If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

NEED TO REACH 
MILLENNIALS?

Adults 18+ Millennials Boomers 

87%
90%

82%

New survey results show that nine out of ten Millennials 
read newspapers weekly in print or digital formats.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

Results are sourced from a November 2020 national online research
survey managed by Totum Research. Interviews were conducted
with 855 English and French Canadians in every province,
and results were weighted to be nationally representative.
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on Lexington

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

Booking Tours EVERY DAY!  
Call to schedule yours!

WWW.HYGATELIVING.COM

215 Lexington Rd, Waterloo
519-501-1131   INFO@HYGATELIVING.COM
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Elmira Home Hardware
22 Church St. West, Elmira, ON
519-669-5537  
Monday-Saturday 8-6  ·  Sunday 11-4

elmirahomehardware.ca

Call someone 
you can trust 
for the 
beautiful, 
functional 
results 
you expect.

HOME
DÉCOR
CENTRE

VISIT OUR
DESIGN GALLERY:

Vanities
Cabinetry
Flooring

Blinds
Shades
Drapery

Fashion Plumbing

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-SAT 9AM-6PM
SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

AREAAREA
RUGS RUGS 

5’X8’ FROM5’X8’ FROM

$$9999
NOT EXACTLY
AS SHOWN

NO TAX!

12” X 24”12” X 24”

PORCELAINPORCELAIN
TILE TILE 

IN STOCK!

$119999
FROM

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

SUBWAYSUBWAY
TILETILE

$$$
STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

PER SQ FT

$444949
FROM

PRINTED PRINTED 
TILESTILES

$
STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

PER SQ FT

  $3399
FROM

IN STOCK!

HARDHARD
WOODWOOD

$$$
STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

PER SQ FT

HARDWOOD HARDWOOD 
STAIR TREADSSTAIR TREADS

OAK OR MAPLEOAK OR MAPLE

$$49499999
FROM

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

9999¢¢
FROM /SQ FT

3.99

CLICK LUXURYCLICK LUXURY
   VINYL    VINYL + PAD + PAD 

ATTACHEDATTACHED
 $$117979

FROM PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

4FT LONG X 8” WIDE4FT LONG X 8” WIDE
CLICK LUXURYCLICK LUXURY

   VINYL    VINYL + CORK PAD + CORK PAD 
ATTACHEDATTACHED

 $$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

$119999
FROM

IN STOCK!

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$$
STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

PER SQ FT

IN STOCK! IN STOCK!

HOT HOT 

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

W W W. S O U R C E F L O O R I N G . C O M

SCAN ME

IN STOCK!

$5599
FROM

IN STOCK!

$$$

2”X6”2”X6”
HERRINGBONE HERRINGBONE 

TILETILE

PER SQ FT 
REG 9.99

The Kissing Bridge Studio Tour was held last weekend. Among the participants was Roxana Bahrami, 
an artist who works with pointillism.

Frances Gregory is a visual artist who works with many medi-
ums and styles. She has been featured on the Kissing Bridge 
Trail Studio Tour since its inception 20 years ago.  
Leah Gerber

Kristin Moore creates jewelry 
in her full basement studio. She 
works with silver and other me-
diums, and will be teaching some 
workshops locally this year. 
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