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WE’VE GOT YOUR TIRES!
NEED WINTER TIRES?

SEE US FOR 

PARTY SUPPLIESPARTY SUPPLIES

*May not be as shown

Helium Balloons and Bouquets, 
Party Supplies, Greeting Cards, Valentine’s Day 

Balloon Bouquets and Cards.

ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE  325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727 •

PARTY SUPPLIES

ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE REGULAR HOURS: MON-FRI 8AM-8PM, 
SAT 8AM-7PM, SUN 9AM-5PM

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED

now at Elmira

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THE ST. CLEMENTS 
HOCKEY COMMUNITY 
is starting to rally around 
the idea that it could be 
the next Hockeyville. The 
nomination is being led by 
resident Lisa Jacobs.

“Our sons are at that 
rink a lot playing hockey. 
We go public skating there 
all the time, and we also 
took in the St. Clements 
parade for the first time 
this year and it kind of 
finished off there with the 
Lions Club. I’ve always 
known about Hockeyville, 
so I just thought this arena 
could really use some TLC, 
so why not enter us in 
and see if we could win?” 
Jacobs said. 

Each year Hockeyville, 
sponsored by Kraft, 
provides the winning 
community with $250,000 
for arena upgrades. The 
winning arena also hosts 
an NHL pre-season game. 
Three runners-up will 
receive $25,000.

The community’s “rally 
page” on the Hockeyville 
website has more than 60 
entries from community 
members.

“This arena is the hub 
of our little town. From 

St. Clements 
making a bid for 
Hockeyville berth

sporting events to parties 
in the community centre, 
everyone knows that it will 
be a good time,” one post 
said.

“This arena has had the 
community and passion 
for hockey my whole 
life. Growing up in St. 
Clements, the arena was a 
go-to. [There were] always 
people there to help you 
and teach you, from power 
skating to practices,” said 
another.

The upgrades are sorely 
needed at the arena, 
Jacobs said.

“It just seems like we 
always have issues. There 
are doors that don’t open; 
there are certain things 
in the dressing rooms, 
the bathrooms are really 
outdated, very small. And 
the main lobby entrance is 
like really congested when 
one team or two teams 
are leaving and two new 
teams are coming in – it’s 
pretty tight in there, so we 
just thought some of this 
money could help to bene-
fit and just improve the 
arena a little bit,” Jacobs 
explained.

However, Danny Roth, 
director of recreation for 
Wellesley Township, said 
it would be tough for him 

→ HOCKEYVILLE 8

A single-vehicle 
collision brought 
emergency crews 
to the intersection 
of Manser Road and 
Streicher Line near 
Linwood on Wednes-
day morning. Police 
say damage was mi-
nor and no one was 
injured. Leah Gerber

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

EVEN AS TRANSIT 
RIDERSHIP AND reve-
nues lag behind pre-pan-
demic levels, Grand River 
Transit is mulling over a 
proposal that would see 
fare-free rides from some 
members of the public.

The Waterloo Region 
Age Friendly Network last 

month pitched regional 
councillors on a plan 
that includes offering 
free rides to seniors on 
Sundays and Wednesdays 
and for children under the 
age of 12 every day.

According to the orga-
nization’s Rick Chambers, 
the idea has been part of 
an ongoing conversation 
for a number of years.

There are plenty of good 

reasons for such changes, 
he says, pointing to the 
prospect of increased 
ridership, helping the 
region meet its climate 
and seniors’ strategy 
goals, and creating life-
long transit users. 

“The region has envi-
ronmental goals that it 
has set for itself. And if we 
continue to use vehicles 
or cars with one driver 

in them and congested 
roads….we’re not going to 
reach that goal. So that’s 
one reason to reduce 
congestion on the roads 
and reduce single-occu-
pancy cars and reduce our 
air pollution,” Chambers 
said.

“GRT is always 
complaining about not 
getting back to its rider-

→ GRT 4

GRT mulling seniors’ organization 
proposal as it looks to boost ridership
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TWIN MATTRESS $699
DOUBLE MATTRESS $749
KING MATTRESS $999

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$799

WHITNEYWHITNEY
2-SIDED2-SIDED
EUROTOPEUROTOP
• Flippable Mattress!
• 1166 Pocket Coils
• Viscose Foam Layer
• 2” High Density Foam
• Double Fibre Pad/Lumbar Support

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$299
TWIN MATTRESS $249
DOUBLE MATTRESS $279
KING MATTRESS $499

ADELINE 
EUROTOP

416-13 gauge spring coil system
Organic Bamboo Cover

Heavy duty fibre pad/lumbar support

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE...SLEEP-EZZZ.COM

REFLEXION ADJUSTABLE 

POWER BASES
CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
ONE FOR YOUR NEEDS

REFLEXION PULSE
•HEAD & FOOT LIFT COMFORT
•USB PORTS

CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
ONE FOR YOUR NEEDS

REFLEXION PULSE
•HEAD & FOOT LIFT COMFORT

LIFT BASES 
FROM

ALEXIS
POCKET COIL
816 Zoned Pocket Coils 
with Gel Memory Foam
plus Memory Foam

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

SAVE 
$700

$899
FROM

$899899899$$899899

LISA 
PILLOWTOP
POCKET COIL
816 Zoned Pocket Coils 
with Gel Memory Foam
plus Memory Foam 
plus Latex

SAVE 
$800

TWIN
MATTRESS

$129
CASH & CARRY ONLY

WATERLOO
354 KING ST. N.,
519-746-5056

ON KING, SOUTH OF COLUMBIA 
IN THE AYRES BULK FOOD BUILDING

MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, CLOSED SUNDAYS

KITCHENER
844 COURTLAND AVE., EAST

519-579-7778
AT THE EXPRESSWAY BESIDE 

JAMIESON TRUCK RENTAL
MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, SUN 12-5

CAMBRIDGE
415 HESPELER RD.

519-624-2495
CORNER OF HESPELER & BISHOP

-ACROSS FROM MCDONALDS
MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, SUN 12-5

C
O
U
P
O
N

PLUS

$200 OFF
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

ANY
TEMPUR-PEDIC 

MATTRESS
PLUS

NO TAX

GARNET
POCKET COIL
• Comfort Pocket Coils
• Bamboo Cover
• Insulator Pad
• 11/2” Bio Comfort Foam
• 1/2” Bio Trizone Visco

     QUEEN 
       MATTRESS

   $599

SAVE 
$600

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

     QUEEN 
       MATTRESS

      $$699699

     QUEEN      QUEEN 
       MATTRESS       MATTRESS

      $$799799

TRI-ZONE
POCKET-COIL

TRI-ZONE
POCKET-COIL

FOAM 
ENCASED VISCO

MEMORY 
FOAM

VISCO
MEMORY 

FOAM

BROOKLYN 
EUROTOP
• 416-13 gauge spring 

coil system 
• Organic Cotton Cover
• Heavy duty fibre pad 

with lumbar support

CHARLOTTE 
PILLOWTOP
• 600-13 gauge spring coils 
• Bamboo Fabric Heavy duty 

fibre pad with lumbar support 
• Edge Guard

TWIN MATTRESS $329
DOUBLE MATTRESS $369
KING MATTRESS $599

TWIN MATTRESS $399
DOUBLE MATTRESS $479
KING MATTRESS $699

TWIN MATTRESS $499
DOUBLE MATTRESS $549
KING MATTRESS $799

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$399
  QUEEN MATTRESS

$499
  QUEEN MATTRESS

$599

MEAGAN
POCKET COIL
• 972 Tri-zone Pocket Coils
• Parameter Foam Support
• Extra Lumbar Support
• Bio-Foam, Eco-Friendly
• Bamboo Fabric

THE RENAISSANCE 
LUXURY FIRM 
• 1200 Zoned Comfort Pockets
• Gel Quilt Foam Layer
• An Extra Layer of BioFoam
• Ice Viscogel Added Layer

TWIN SET $799DOUBLE SET $899KING SET $1499

QUEEN MATTRESS& BOXSPRING!
ONLY$999

PLUS PLUS FREE EXPRESS DELIVERY

TWIN MATTRESS $599
DOUBLE MATTRESS $699
KING MATTRESS   $1299

QUEEN MATTRESS

$799

ENHANCE
TIGHT TOP
• 1” AirCool Foam
• 1/2” Gel Memory Foam
• 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam

TWIN MATTRESS $899
DOUBLE MATTRESS $999
KING MATTRESS   $1599

QUEEN MATTRESS

$1099

COASTAL
PILLOWTOP 
PLUSH
• 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam
• 1/2” Gel Memory Foam
• 2” BeautyTech Gel Foam

TWIN MATTRESS $1299
DOUBLE MATTRESS $1399
KING MATTRESS   $1999

QUEEN MATTRESS

$1499

EXISTANCE
EXTRA FIRM
• 1” RightTemp Wave Foam
• 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam
• 1/2” Beautyrest Gel Foam
• 1” BeautyTech Gel Foam

FREE EXPRESS DELIVERY
1” RightTemp Wave Foam
1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam
1/2” Beautyrest Gel Foam

1299
1399
1999

QUEEN MATTRESS

1499
1/2” Beautyrest Gel Foam
1” BeautyTech Gel Foam

ADELINE 
EUROTOP

416-13 gauge spring coil system

ADELINE 

NO TAXNO TAXNO TAX
EVERY MATTRESS STOREWIDEEVERY MATTRESS STOREWIDE
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three Meeting this week, Woolwich council approved 
an interim tax bill plan that will allow it to collect 
an amount equal to 50% of last year’s levy. The 
move lets them continue collecting funds 
even though it has yet to set taxation levels 
for 2023.The first 25% will be due on Mar. 3, 
and the second on May 5. Adjustments will be 
made later in the year to accommodate this 
year’s budget, set for approval later this month.

It may have come in like a lamb, but January 
left like a lion as area residents were treated 
to a rude awakening Jan. 31. Having enjoyed 
the recent record high temperatures and a 
lack of snow, residents woke up Thursday 
morning to find almost 15 centimetres of the 
white stuff blanketing the region.
From the Feb. 2, 2002 edition of The Observer

The taxman cometh From the archives

P H A R M A C Y
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

AFTER RUNNING OUT OF 
OPTIONS in Ontario, an 
Elmira resident is prepar-
ing to have life-changing 
surgery in Arizona later 
this year. 

Kennedy Shannon, now 
20, was born with a condi-
tion called pectus excava-
tum, meaning her chest 
wall is caved in. As a child 
in elementary school, she 
was bullied by her peers.

“In the change room is 
where I got the most bully-
ing because, obviously, I 
didn’t look like everyone 
else. And that was really 
hard to go through as a kid. 
I got really anxious, and I 
still suffer a lot of anxiety. 
I’ve just become very inse-
cure about it,” she said.

Kennedy’s mother, Lori, 
said at first the condition 
did not seem like a big deal 
because it did not impact 
her physically.

“Yes, to look at her, she 
looked different. But she 
could still run and do 
all the other things as a 
young child. She would get 
winded a little bit sooner 
than everybody else, but 

it wasn’t until, in her teens 
when she really started to 
have problems,” Lori said.

These issues include a 
rapid heart rate, stabbing 
chest pains, feeling like she 
is having a heart attack and 
decreased lung capacity. 

Kennedy’s condition is 
so severe that her lungs 
and heart are compressed 
and operate at 40 per cent 
capacity. Her right ventricle 
is completely compressed, 
and has to work 35 per cent 
harder. Her heart currently 
sits on top of her stomach.

Kennedy explained 
the issues were really 
pronounced when she was 
in gym class. 

“I couldn’t keep up with 
anyone. It was getting 
really tired, really easy. 
And then I got an Apple 
watch for my 17th birthday 
to track my heart rate and 
I realized that it was going 
a lot higher than normal. 
And that’s why I was feeling 
really faint and felt really 
just overall really crappy, 
very dizzy and light-
headed... and I was like 
‘OK, something’s definitely 
not right,’” she said. 

As a third-year student at 
the University of Waterloo, 

Fundraising for Elmira woman seeking surgery

→ SURGERY 5
Kennedy Shannon in Arizona last June when she visited the 
Phoenix Mayo Clinic, where she hopes to return for surgery. 

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

MATT AUSTIN THINKS 
A 14 per cent tax increase 
for Wellesley Township 
residents is too high. In 
that, he’s not alone.

He recently started 
paying more attention 
to local politics when he 
learned regional council 
members voted to give 
themselves benefits 
for life, though the new 
council later revoked that 
decision.

“So learning about 
that, in the Region of 
Waterloo, that council, 
how they were voting for 
themselves for benefits 
with outgoing members 
of that council, to me that 
seemed absolutely absurd, 
and was in complete 
conflict with the concept 
of good governance.”

“I don’t understand 
how we can get to that 
point where this is seen as 
acceptable by politicians,” 
he said.  “So, it was very 
weird that this kind of 

behavior is taking place, 
and then that it was taking 
place inside of our own 
community. So that really 
brought my attention to 
the community politics 
taking place in Wellesley 
Township.”

When he learned 
township council voted 
to increase taxes by a 
total of about 14 per cent 
when combined with the 
already approved tempo-
rary increase to pay for the 
recreation centre deben-
ture and staffing, that, to → TAX INCREASE 4

but they didn’t know what 
to do. Austin started a 
Facebook group called ‘St. 
Clements Organized.’

“I thought, well, the best 
thing you can do is simply 
to organize and to actually 
start putting everyone 
together in one place who 
wants to be active in the 
community, who wants to 
have a say, who believes 
in good governance and 
who believes in having 
an effective, respon-
sible and transparent 
government. So the least 

Online forum lets Wellesley residents react to large tax increase
I could do was create a 
group for the concerned 
citizens of Wellesley to 
come together for a place 
to discuss, to talk about 
government, to talk about 
council.”

Last week, on the day 
of the township council 
meeting, Austin made an 
informal event to invite 
people to gather where 
Wellesley council would 
be meeting. He called it 
a “no expectation, hasty 
protest.” He says about a 

basically, it was all in my 
head doesn’t feel too nice 
coming from a special-
ist opinion,” Kennedy 
explained.

Following a CT scan, 
one surgeon in Toronto 
confirmed that her pectus 
excavatum is the cause of 
her heart and lung issues. 

The surgery that 
Kennedy requires will 
involve inserting three 
or four metal bars in her 
chest. The most a surgeon 
in Canada has done is two.

Turning to other solu-
tions, last June Kennedy 
visited the Mayo Clinic in 
Phoenix, where she finally 
felt acknowledged by the 
thoracic surgeon.  

“The very first thing she 
said to Kennedy is ‘I bet you 
feel crazy, because every-
body has told you that...
your pectus has nothing to 
do with your conditions,’ 
and Kennedy said ‘exactly.’ 
And she says ‘Let me tell 
you, you are not crazy. You 
are 100 per cent normal. I 
believe you and I trust you 
and I’m going to fix you.’ 
She was so reassuring. Both 
Kennedy and I had tears in 
our eyes,” Lori said

him, was  a problem.
“Then this culminated 

in the 14 per cent tax 
[increase], which then 
really caught my atten-
tion. At that point, [I 
realized] I need to stop 
looking elsewhere. I need 
to focus here at home 
because there’s prob-
lems here and things in 
Wellesley Township that 
are deserving of my full 
attention.”

He says he saw other 
people upset about the tax 
increase posting online, 

she can even experience an 
elevated heart rate of up to 
190 BPM on the 15-minute 
walk to one of her classes. 

Over the last five to 
six years, Lori and her 
husband have attempted 
to have the issues solved in 
Ontario, including visiting 
the ER, seeing cardiolo-
gists, pediatricians, several 
physicians, and meeting 
with two thoracic surgeons 
in Toronto. However, the 
doctors all claimed that her 
pectus excavatum was not 
the cause and that it is only 
a cosmetic issue. 

“So when I asked them 
what is causing Kennedy’s 
heart issues and her lung 
issues, they can’t answer 
that for me, because they 
don’t know. When your 
chest is caved in, it only 
makes sense that it’s 
restricting your heart and 
your lungs because that’s 
where they are. So we got 
frustrated dealing with it 
here,” Lori said. 

“It was extremely frus-
trating because I knew 
something was wrong. 
And it wasn’t going to 
stop advocating until I 
got my answer. I knew I 
wasn’t crazy, but being told 
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CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri. 8-7, Sat. 8-4

takeout Lunch & dinners
Meatloaf or Teriyaki Chicken includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm
Feb 3

Thurs. 8-4, Fri. 8-7, Sat. 8-4

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Feb 8-11 

Orange Glazed Pecan Chicken or Hot Beef includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

$4.99

CHICKEN 
WINGS

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$7.99-8.29 /lbPORK BACK RIBS

$4.49 /lb
Reg.$6.99/lb

/lb

PLAIN OR SWEET & SMOKEY

ship levels pre-pandemic. 
Well, one way to do that 
would be to offer free rides 
for kids. The children 
would ride free but the 
parents would be paying 
and that would achieve a 
number of things. One, it 
would show the children 
how to use the system. It 
would make them transit 
friendly and we’re trying 
to develop a transit culture 
here where people use 
it on a regular basis,” he 
added.

According to Neil 
Malcolm, acting director 
of transit services at GRT, 
in most areas across the 
region ridership is around 
80 to 90 per cent of where 
it was prior to the COVID-
19 shutdowns. 

“Some of our busiest 
routes are on universities 
[where] we’re back at or 
even above in some cases 
where we were pre-pan-
demic,” he said. 

Malcolm said that there 
is merit to the idea of 
creating lifelong transit 
users. 

“If you get young 
people, youth and teen-
agers, that know how to 

ride, if they’re used to 
using transit for some of 
their travel, I think that 
could encourage people to 
be lifelong riders because 
they learn how to use 
the system. They know 
that they can rely on it, 
and it will teach them at 
a younger age that using 
transit is good for the 
environment. And it’s a 
good way to get around the 
region,” he said

Having greater access to 
transit will become more 
important as the region’s 
population continues to 
age, Chambers said. 

While Grand River 
Transit had discounted 
fares based on age in the 
past, it moved away from 
that in April of 2020 in 
favour of discounts based 
on income.

“GRT…put all their eggs 
in the one basket, which 
was the one reduced fare 
for people under a certain 
income level. That, I 
guess, does work for that 
particular audience. But if 
we want to build rider-
ship, this is not so much 
about affordability as it 
is access and ability for 
people to use it and also 

showing them how to use 
it,” Chambers said, noting 
that the Age Friendly 
Network provides ride-
a-bus sessions to show 
seniors how the system 
works.

However according to 
Malcolm the barriers to 
accessing to transit are not 
based on cost.

“We always want to 
encourage more ridership. 
It’s good for the cities; it’s 
good for the region. It’s 
good for the environment, 
to get more people using 
the system… [however] 
we constantly hear from 
people that they want 
access to more frequent, 
more reliable – it’s the 
level of service. So getting 
more ridership really is 
contingent on providing 
the right level of service 
to make it convenient for 
people to choose to use 
transit,” he said.

While the Age Friendly 
Network’s report to coun-
cil pointed to a number of 
municipalities that offer 
free transit for seniors on 
certain days, including 
Brampton, which is free 
every day, and to others 

which let kids under 12 
ride for free at all times, 
Malcolm said GRT’s prior-
ity is on those who cannot 
afford the fare.

“So the focus is really 
on supporting residents 
that can’t afford to pay 
and making sure that 
they receive access to 
affordable transit instead 
of just providing conces-
sion fares based on age. 
When you look at seniors 
in the Region of Waterloo, 
less than three per cent 
of seniors in the region 
would be considered 
low-income, so that’s not a 
group that we would focus 
on in terms of them need-
ing reduced fare,” he said.

According to a report by 
GRT presented to council 
at a January 18 Strategic 
planning and budget 
committee meeting, offer-
ing free rides to seniors 
one day a week would 
result in a net loss for GRT 
of $111,000 per year.

GRT staff will re-ex-
amine giving free rides 
to children under 12 and 
present another report to 
the budget committee on 
February 8.

dozen people showed up.
“People dropped what 

they were doing. People 
had their kids go with 
their mother-in-law and 
they showed up. It was 
impressive, those people 
who did show up on such 
incredibly short notice.”

He says the group has 
plans for a letter-writing 
campaign, possibly a 
petition, and informal 
meetings.

Kelly Rakowski is 
another member of the 
‘St. Clements Organized’ 
Facebook group. She is 
a new grandmother who 
lives in Wellesley village.

When she saw that the 
township was raising taxes 
by 14 per cent, she could 
not believe what she was 
reading: “I was dumb-
founded. I was pretty 
angry. And, I just, I was 
shocked.”

She’s upset because 
the new recreation 
centre was never put to 
a township-wide vote, 
and residents were not 
directly informed before-
hand their taxes could be 
increased by more than 
seven per cent to cover the 
cost of the project.

“I just feel that from the 
beginning, council had 
no idea what the debt and 
the operating costs for the 
facility were going to be, 
but yet they went ahead 
anyway. This is not being 
financially prudent. I real-

ize they consulted various 
community groups, but 
a project of this financial 
magnitude should have 
had a township-wide 
vote.”

“The other part that is 
very upsetting, is that our 
property taxes are based 
off of the 2016 Municipal 
Property Assessment 
Corporation assessment. 
So when our properties 
are reassessed at current 
value, then you add 14 
per cent for the township, 
8.6 per cent for the region 
and then the educational 
portion, it’s going to be  
incomprehensible. At a 
time when families are 
struggling with increases 
in utilities, food infla-
tion and stale wages, the 
recreation centre could 
be the end of Welles-
ley.  Not every family is 
going to be able to cope. 
Seniors are not going to 
be able to cope and those 
just making ends meet, 
they’re not going to be 
able to cope.  And this $27 
million, that’s the quote, 
that’s not the final bill.”

She’s upset because the 
property assessments are 
not close to actual prop-
erty values.

“When you read 
that [it’s] based on the 
$389,000 assessment, 
‘it’s only going to be this 
(much).’ Who in Wellesley 
has property in the village 
that is worth $389,000? 
Our neighbours, they 

bought for $1.3 million,” 
she said. “My husband 
and I, we are paying $547 a 
month in taxes. And if you 
add... onto that, I don’t 
know if we’re going to be 
able to stay living where 
we are.”

Austin says his idea for 
the St. Clements Orga-
nized Facebook group 
is to gather people who 
care about these issues 
together and to try to 
make sure similar deci-
sions about large infra-
structure projects are 
made differently in future.

“How do we make sure 
that something like this 
doesn’t happen without 
the community fully 
having buy-in into some-
thing like this? How do 
we prevent three to five 
people from deciding such 
an incredibly large infra-
structure project during 
such economic times in 
the future? So how do we 
prevent this from happen-
ing again?” he said.

The township staff 
issued a notice last 
week explaining the tax 
increase. It mentioned 
that budget discussions 
were held at public meet-
ings over two days, which 
no residents attended or 
made written submissions 
to.

“ After lengthy discus-
sion and constructive 
debate, council deter-
mined cutting services 
was not desired. The 

final 2023 budget was 
ultimately passed at the 
January 10, 2023 regular 
meeting of council after a 
public presentation,” said 
the notice.

“No members of the 
public attended any of the 
meetings to provide input 
nor provided any written 
submissions.”

“The 2023 budget was 
passed with an infla-
tionary increase of 4.43 
per cent plus a 0.75 per 
cent greening levy and a 
one per cent infrastruc-
ture levy. The total 2023 
increase is in addition 
to previously approved 
expenditures. As a result, 
the total 2023 increase on 
the township portion of an 
actual tax bill is approxi-
mately 13.89 per cent.”

The previous approved 
expenditures are a 
one-time increase to cover 
the debenture of the new 
rec. centre and staffing 
for it.

Austin says the St. 
Clements Organized 
Facebook group is open 
to all Wellesley Township 
residents.

“If you’re concerned 
about this, you can take 
action. If you’re willing, 
just come on in. Let the 
council know that we’re 
observant, we’re here, we 
understand.”

Township staff did not 
reply to The Observer 
about the issue by press 
time.

TAX INCREASE: Online group looking to vent concerns to Wellesley council
→ FROM 3

GRT: Agency unsure that fare reductions is the way to boost ridership
→ FROM 1

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

THE LATEST PLANS 
FOR THE site of a former 
salvage yard in the south 
end of St. Jacobs would 
see a small residential 
development featuring 12 
semi-detached homes.

The plan discussed 
Monday night at a public 
meeting in Woolwich 
council chambers replaces 
the 12 townhouses 
proposed to the township 
in 2020.

The developer is looking 
to rezone the one-acre 
property at 1065 Old Scout 
Pl. to allow for residential 
uses on what is now an 
agricultural parcel. Old 
Scout Limited is also seek-
ing a number of modifi-
cations to the township’s 
guidelines for develop-
ment, including a reduced 
lot width.

If approved, the applica-
tion would see the zoning 
shift from agricultural 
to mixed high density 

12 semi-detached homes 
proposed for former 
salvage site in St. Jacobs

(R-5A), with site-specific 
provisions to allow a lot 
frontage of 8.375 metres 
as opposed to the stan-
dard requirement of nine 
metres.

In response to a ques-
tion from Coun. Nathan 
Cadeau, Sarah Code, a 
planner with the GSP 
Group representing the 
applicant, said the change 
to semi-detached units 
was made after a study of 
the water supply require-
ments for firefighting 
purposes. A townhouse 
development demands 
higher levels than what is 
available on the fringe of 
the village.

No one else spoke to the 
matter. Monday night’s 
meeting was for informa-
tion purposes, with coun-
cil making no decisions. 
The public session got the 
ball rolling, with future 
submissions subject to 
review before staff even-
tually comes back with 
a recommendation for 
councillors.
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Give us 
your mess, 
we’ll take 

care of 
the rest!

For more information 
or to book your bin:

zbinrentals.com    
519-340-4489 

Serving: 
Kitchener, Waterloo, 
Cambridge, Guelph 
& Surrounding areas

Residential, 
Commercial, Farm 

7, 10, 14, 16,
 20, 40 yard bins 

available

While there was some 
relief, there is also a ques-
tion of how to pay for the 
procedure. The total cost 
of the surgery, hospital 
stay, post-op appointment 
and travel expenses will 
run between US$50,000 
and $100,000. While OHIP 
would cover the surgery if it 
was performed in Ontario, 
it will not provide any 
coverage for the surgery in 
Arizona. 

“We’ve been fighting 
with OHIP and then the 
Ministry of Health since 
August to get it paid….I 
have zero confidence right 
now like a lot of people 
in our health system. But 
when you have a child who 
is basically saying, ‘Mom, I 
can’t live like this,’ that’s a 
problem. I don’t know what 
else to do for her other than 
pay the money.”

A Ministry of Health 
spokesperson stated that 
while the ministry does 
not direct patient care, 
“Ontario experts have 
advised the standard of 
care for pectus excavatum 
in Ontario is the placement 
of two bars as there is very 
limited clinical evidence to 

support the use of three or 
more bars.” 

Lori has set up a 
GoFundMe page to raise 
funds while others in the 
community have stepped 
forward to help. Frannie’s 
Restaurant & Bakery in 
Breslau will be selling pies 
throughout February as a 
fundraiser for Kennedy.

Following the surgery 
the metal bars will remain 
for four years to reform her 
ribcage. Kennedy is looking 
forward to being more 
active. 

“Hiking is probably 
one of the things. My 
boyfriend’s really adven-
turous, so he always 
wanted to go on hikes 
and tours. I’m excited to 
actually be able to do that. 
Maybe even be able to play 
a couple sports, maybe 
down the road. I don’t 
know, I’ll see but I always 
wanted to do that as a teen-
ager and I never got to so I 
can see myself doing that 
down the road,” she said. 

“I’m extremely excited 
to get back to a normal life 
or even start a normal life 
to begin with because I 
haven’t had one my whole 
childhood.”

SURGERY: Looking for a solution
→ FROM 3

JANUARY 25

1:32 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a shoplift-
ing incident that had 
occurred January 21 
at a business on Farm-
ers Market Road south 
of St. Jacobs, where 
an unknown male stole 
m e r c h a n d i s e .  T h e 
suspect is described as 
1.75 m tall, 74 kg, with 
an average build and a 
black beard. The male 
was wearing a blue base-
ball hat, brown leather 
coat and a white hooded 
sweatshirt. Anyone with 
information is asked to 
call police. Anonymous 
tips can be provided via 
Crime Stopper.

3:35 PM | A single-ve-
hicle collision occurred 
on Hawkesville Road in 
Woolwich Township. A 
GMC Acadia was head-
ing east down a hill when 
the driver slowed for traf-
fic ahead, lost control of 
the vehicle, and struck 
a landscaping stone on 
the roadway. No physical 
injuries were reported.

4:13 PM | Police received 
a report of a single-ve-
hicle collision in which 
a transport truck head-
ing north on King Street 
North near St. Jacobs 
began a right turn onto 
Highway 85 when it slid 
on ice and struck a traf-
fic light pole. No physical 

A Woolwich youth was 
one of two arrested on 
the weekend by Waterloo 
Regional Police following 
a break-in at a Kitchener 
business.

A report of a break-
and-enter in progress 
about 1:55 a.m. on 
Sunday brought police 
to a location in the area 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

Police arrest two youths after responding to Kitchener break-in
of Lancaster and Union 
streets.

Three male suspects 
gained entry via the rear 
of the property, took a 
large amount of merchan-
dise, and were leaving 
the property as police 
arrived. Officers located 
and arrested two of the 
suspects, a youth from 

Kitchener and a youth 
from Woolwich Township. 

They two youths were 
charged with ‘break 
and enter - committing 
theft over $5,000’ and 
‘disguise with intent.’ 
One of the youths was 
also charged with ‘fail 
to comply with release 
order.’

injuries occurred in the 
collision and the light pole 
sustained minor damage.

JANUARY 27

9:17 AM | Police received 
a report of a theft from a 
vehicle in Wilmot Town-
ship. Sometime between 
4:30 p.m. on January 26 
and 3 a.m. on January 27, 
an unknown suspect(s) 
entered an unlocked vehi-
cle on Bier Crescent and 
stole personal property, 
including banking and 
credit cards. At approxi-
mately 3:10 a.m., one of 
the stolen cards was used 
at a convenience store 
on West Forrest Trail in 
Kitchener. Anyone with 
information is asked to 
call police. Anonymous 
tips can be provided via 
Crime Stoppers.

9:45 PM |   Police 
conducted a traffic stop 
on Waterloo Street in New 
Hamburg. The driver of 
the vehicle registered an 
“alert” on an approved 
screening device and 
was issued a three-day 
licence suspension.

JANUARY 28

10:55 AM |  Police 
received a report of a 
shoplifting incident in 
Elmira. Earlier that day, an 
unknown female attended 
a commercial business on 
Church Street West and 
stole merchandise. When 

confronted by a store 
employee, the female 
walked away, leaving the 
merchandise. All of the 
merchandise was recov-
ered.

11:00 AM |  Perth 
County OPP responded 
to a single-vehicle colli-
sion on Perth Line 107 in 
the Township of Perth 
East. The investigation 
indicated the vehicle 
was travelling too fast 
for road conditions and 
lost control and collided 
with a tree. The driver 
was transported to a 
local hospital with minor 
injuries. As a result, a 
22-year-old resident of 
Tavistock was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’ 
and issued a provincial 
notice for the offence.

3:22 PM | A single-ve-
hicle collision occurred 
on Balsam Grove and 
Northfield Drive in Wool-
wich Township. A silver 
Hyundai was travelling on 
Balsam Grove Road when 
the vehicle slid off the 
roadway while navigating 
a curve and went into the 
ditch on the north side 
of the road. No physical 
injuries were sustained 
in this collision and no 
charges were laid.

5 :47 PM |  Po l ice 
received a report of a 
shoplifting incident in 
Woolwich Township that 
had occurred earlier that 

day at approximately 1:25 
p.m. An unknown male 
attended a commercial 
business on Farmers 
Market Road and stole 
merchandise. The male 
is described as white, 
in his 20s, wearing a 
surgical mask, black hat, 
hooded black coat and 
blue pyjama pants. The 
male left the area driving 
a black sedan. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police. Anonymous 
tips can be provided via 
Crime Stoppers. 

JANUARY 29

10:16 PM | Perth County 
OPP responded to an 
alarm for a break-in at 
a Line 34, Perth East 
address. Four suspects 
arrived in a black Jeep. 
Once police arrived, it was 
determined that unknown 
person(s) attended the 
address and forced entry 
into the building. Once 
inside, the suspects left 
with a large quantity of 
tools, several BB guns 
and pellet guns. Anyone 
with information regard-
ing this incident is asked 
to contact Perth County 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122. 
Should you wish to remain 
anonymous, you can call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477 (TIPS) or leave 
an anonymous online 
message at www.p3tips.
com where you may be 
eligible to receive a cash 
reward of up to $2,000.

Police say  the investi-
gation is ongoing, and ask 
anyone with information 
is asked to call them at 
519-570-9777. Those 
who wish to remain anon-
ymous may call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 or submit online at 
www.waterloocrimestop 
pers.com.

Elmira firefighters responded to an address on Oriole Parkway following a fire call on Jan. 27. Bill Atwood
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “The unchecked spread of science and 
health misinformation leaves individu-
als and society vulnerable to exploita-
tion and threatens our ability to work 
together to address shared challenges.”
Alex Himelfarb of the Council of Canadian Academies 
about a new report looking at the dangers of misinforma-
tion, ideology and identity politics.

Mental health drug claims between 2019 
and 2021 skyrocketed among young Cana-
dians. For those 30 and under, drug claims 
to treat mental disorders increased 24%. 
Adults between 30 and 39 years of age 
also experienced a rise in claims at 13%. 
There was a 51% increase in mental health 
paramedical claims for people under 35.
Sun Life report

Verbatim The Monitor

Spending any more time, let alone money, on an ersatz 
“sustainability coordinator” would be a clear case of Wool-
wich council jumping the shark, showing contempt for 
taxpayers and common sense.

The position would serve no purpose (virtue signalling is 
not a purpose). There will never be justification for wasting a 
minimum of $100,000 a year on a staff position, a rationale 
that hasn’t prevented the township from making such unnec-
essary hires in the past. 

Yes, climate change is an issue. The township has taken 
some steps, particularly with very useful tree-planting proj-
ects, that make plenty of sense. Likewise, it has made moves 
that introduce energy savings in the likes of rehabilitating the 
deficiencies at the WMC and the conversion of street lighting 
to LED.

Given the cost savings involved in such moves, those tech-
nologies will be part of future projects as a matter of course. 
There’s no staff intervention required. Actual greening will 
happen across numerous sectors without any action on Wool-
wich’s part. 

Woolwich has declared a climate emergency and endorsed 
the likes of the 50x30 movement to reduce greenhouse 
gases. Those are essentially motherhood statements, but 
that doesn’t stop some elements from using them to “justify” 
wasteful spending. (Again, we’ve seen this disingenuous play-
book in action on more than a few occasions.)

Coun. Eric Schwindt was on the right track when he asked 
what difference would the position make? While most coun-
cillors avoided rushing headlong into an ill-defined and ill-ad-
vised decision, there is already some angling to rush a report 
and push forward with a hire later this year. That future report 
will try to make the case for the position, which can’t be justi-
fied. Not, of course, that the right decision will ensue.

Worse still, there’s an effort to dig into the township’s green-
ing reserve fund, the levy for which was introduced with the 
admonition it not be used for staff expenses.

Take care of the pennies, and the pounds will take care of 
themselves. A somewhat shopworn admonition to the virtue 
of thrift, but the sentiment is true nonetheless.

It’s especially applicable to politicians, who are ever keen to 
spend all of the pennies, pounds, dollars, drachmas ...  what-
ever they can get their hands on.

We’ve certainly been witness to that during the municipal 
budget process. Woolwich councillors, currently in the midst 
of deliberating the 2023 budget, seem at times to be aware of 
the message, but equally intent on ignoring it.

Hardly the first group of councillors to make tweaks at 
the margins rather than getting to the heart of the matter, 
they have followed the usual course. Bad spending choices 
abound, yet they are never revisited – i.e. there’s no account-
ability. There’s no talk of what happened to the pennies, let 
alone the pounds. 

It’s the same story that plays out for much of the budget 
process: some fiddling at the margins, but no review of overall 
spending. Even with talk of its infrastructure deficit and how 
there’s not enough money to deal with essentials, there’s no 
talk of prioritizing where the money goes. Tax relief is beyond 
the pale.

In the end, staffing is going to be a key issue. Labour costs 
make up more than 50 per cent of the budget – significant 
savings will come only with cuts here. There’s no need to be 
draconian, but wage and hiring freezes as well as attrition are 
likely to be required to get spending back in line.

Talking about increasing staff – spending on which has 
far outstripped growth in the township – makes little sense. 
Adding a position that will provide zero benefit should never 
be on the table. 

At some point, local politicians will have hard decisions to 
make. In the long run, the system we’ve developed is unten-
able, but the crisis will come long before that. 

Woolwich off track in latest 
bout of virtue signalling

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

“I wish you a world without 
Babiš. Forget about Babiš. 

Try to live without Babiš,” said 
former Czech prime minister 
Andrej Babiš last weekend after 
his campaign for the presi-
dency failed to convince the 
voters. “Stop waking up in the 
morning with hatred towards 
Babiš and falling asleep with 
hatred towards Babiš.”

Just your standard billion-
aire populist having a massive 
public sulk after suffering 
political rejection, it would 
seem, and he certainly 
deserved to be rejected. It was a 
dirty, bad-tempered campaign 
in which a fake website and 
emails hosted by Russia’s 
Yandex server falsely declared 
that Babiš’s opponent, retired 
army general Petr Pavel, had 
died.

Babiš denied any involve-
ment in that deceit, but his 
campaign tried to drum up 
fear of war between NATO and 
Russia and stressed that he was 
not aligned with the ‘reckless’ 
West.

Not only did he oppose 
NATO sending weapons to 
Ukraine to resist the Russian 
invasion, he said. Even if 
Russia invaded fellow NATO 
member Poland, he would 
not send Czech troops to help 
defend it (although it has a 
treaty obligation to do so under 
the NATO Charter).

A bad case of cultural lag
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

“I am not going to drag the 
Czechs into war,” read the post-
ers that Babiš plastered all over 
the country. “I’m a diplomat, 
not a soldier.” But he’s actually 
neither of those things, and 
most Czech citizens saw right 
through him.

Of course they did. Czechs 
lived under communist rule for 
more than 40 years, and when 
they tried to throw it off in 1968 
Moscow sent troops in to crush 
the peaceful revolt by force. 
That hasn’t been forgotten, and 
they can clearly see the analogy 
with Russia is doing in Ukraine 
today.

So 57.3 per cent of the 
voters cast their ballots for 
the pro-NATO candidate, 
Petr Pavel. He will replace the 
current, rather pro-Russian 
president, Milos Zeman, in 
March, and the Czech Repub-
lic’s loyalty to its NATO alliance 
is assured. But what were the 
other 42.7 per cent of Czech 
voters thinking?

They were not thinking: 
“Poor old Russians, under 
attack again by the evil forces 
of NATO. No wonder they 
had to invade Ukraine to 
overthrow the wicked Jewish 
Nazis who rule that stolen 

Russian territory and wage a 
genocide against its innocent 
Russian-speaking people.”

There are very few ‘useful 
idiots’ left among the Czech 
population after several 
generations of close and mostly 
unpleasant contact with the 
ways of the Russian state. What 
most of the people who voted 
for Babiš were really thinking 
was “Sorry about the Ukraini-
ans, but I don’t want my chil-
dren to die in a nuclear war.” 
And they were right too.

The Russian invasion of 
Ukraine was stupid and crim-
inal, and it must be resisted. 
The doctrine of nuclear 
deterrence that is supposed 
to prevent that resistance 
from causing escalation into a 
nuclear war is necessary, but 
unreliable. The problem is war. 
Not just this or that war, but the 
entire institution.

Wars always used to be about 
territory, and they are older 
than mankind. Most animals 
defend their territories one way 
or another, and predators who 
live in groups generally defend 
them by force. That includes 
early human beings: practically 
all hunter-gatherer groups 
made alliances and fought wars 
to protect or even expand their 
territories.

It made sense for them, and it 
still made sense for the people 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 8
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Editor's 
Point of View

What’s being served up south of the border looks to be on the menu here

so much partisan as they 
were about frustration 
over the status quo. That 
attitude has been linked 
to a conservative move-
ment, parallels drawn 
to the goings-on in the 
States.

“I think it’s overly 
simplistic to say that the 
convoy itself has had this 
big impact on conser-
vative politics when 
really it’s this broader 
sentiment,” Paradis said 
in relation to the Conser-
vative party switching to 
Poilievre from O’Toole.

The attitudes of those 
who actually took part in 
the Freedom Convoy – 
some of whom continue 
to press for a revival, 
vainly thus far – are an 
extreme version of what 
many Canadians are 

feeling when it comes to 
government.

An Abacus poll last 
summer, for instance, 
found 52 per cent of 
Canadians agreed with 
the statement “official 
government accounts of 
events can’t be trusted.” 
That was especially true 
of those with right-wing 
leanings.

Canadians may be 
generally more accept-
ing – or less vocal 
in their frustration, 
perhaps – with the types 
of changes fomenting 
unrest elsewhere, but the 
dissatisfaction is there. 
The country is generally 
some years behind the 
curve compared to what’s 
happening in the US.

Changes, real or 
perceived, are driving 
much of the right-wing 
populism. Much of that is 
centered on immigration 
– i.e. racial and cultural 
lines – and the pace of 

shifts in demographics. 
Here, such matters are 
officially downplayed 
to avoid even a hint of 
racism or anything that 
even smacks of identify 
politics. But, as with 
elsewhere, there are signs 
of frustration with the 
grand social experiment 
that is being foisted on 
everybody with almost no 
input and absolutely no 
accountability – there’s a 
realization that we can’t 
trust those in power to do 
the right thing.

That lack of trust 
extends to almost every 
aspect of governance, 
from failure to protect 
against predatory capital-
ism and environmental 
degradation – for their 
own gain, politicians typi-
cally support those pillag-
ing the economy over the 
good of the populace – to 
the rapid shifts in cultural 
norms. 

Whether it’s experi-

mental curriculum such 
that school kids no longer 
learned basic literacy 
skills or widespread 
demographic shifts, 
changes have been made 
with no consultation, 
though everyone has 
to live with the conse-
quences.

With societal changes 
such as gay marriages 
and civil rights, there’s 
a pushback from some 
quarters, but they’re 
a matter of right and 
wrong, of fairness, ethics. 
And, in the end, such 
changes really have no 
impact on the lives of 
those opposed to them. 
Oh, sure, their sensibil-
ities might be offended, 
but there’s no material 
change if their gay neigh-
bour is in the closet or 
married to his partner. 
Society is better for equal 
rights, period.

Immigration is, of 
course, the real red-flag 

issue. Here, too, the pace 
of change has been rapid 
... and readily visible. 
Some who chafe at the 
changes are undoubtedly 
racist: they’ve got no use 
for the brown and black 
people no matter how 
long they’ve been here, an 
unsavoury element that’s 
become a regular fixture 
in America politics, for 
instance. But much of 
the unease has to do with 
large numbers of arrivals 
each year, which comes 
with a financial burden 
and pragmatic problems, 
particularly with housing 
prices and availability.

None of that is really 
being addressed directly, 
but the undercurrent is 
there, though thankfully 
nothing like the acrimo-
nious situation in the 
States. 

But public sentiment 
there is symptomatic of 
an increasing anger and 
fear of the “other” that 
have come to be the defin-
ing facet of Republican 
supporters in particular. 
And as anyone paying 
even casual attention to 
the antics brought on by 
Donald Trump already 
knows, outlandish anger 
is all the rage.

Aside from making the 
US political system so 
dysfunctional, the Repub-
lican base – particularly 
middle-aged working 
class white men – is the 
canary in the coalmine 
for the disintegration of a 
way of life to which many 
conservatives yearn to 
return.

The unworkable US 
political system is the 
product of another kind 
of extremism, but mostly 
about tensions caused by 
shifting demographics 
and a decaying economic 
situation. The most divi-
sive sector is rightwing 
Christian fundamen-
talists – predominantly 
undereducated white 
people who see the coun-Whatever happens with the shadow, residents can count on Groundhog Day to 

 deliver tax increases and suspect spending over and over and over again.

A year ago at this time 
we were in the midst 

of the so-called Freedom 
Convoy – an issue of 
little impact unless the 
nonsense was happening 
in your neighbourhood.

It was also about this 
time last year that Pierre 
Poilievre launched his bid 
to replace Erin O’Toole as 
the leader of the Conser-
vative party, largely on a 
populist agenda indicated 
by his support for the 
Freedom Convoy, a posi-
tion he continues to hold.

The demonstrations 
were illustrative that 
the kind of troubling 
nonsense commonplace 
in the US was making its 
way north, though with 
much less significance. 
The number of people 
subscribing to the views 
typified in the convoy 
issue are minor here, but 
Poilievre appears to have 
hitched his wagon to such 
people. While that should 
bode well for the other 
parties, it’s not a good 
sign for those eager to 
avoid the divisiveness we 
see south of us.

Whether the Freedom 
Convoy types represent a 
shift in the Conservative 
party akin to the extreme 
right-wing takeover of 
the Republican party 
is the subject of much 
speculation. But it is an 
indication of the growing 
distrust of government, 
which is certainly under-
standable given the poor 
governance that is the 
norm.

As Melanie Paradis, 
O’Toole’s former director 
of communications and 
now president of Texture 
Communications, told 
the National Post this 
week, the Freedom 
Convoy was the product 
of a slow burn fuelled by 
growing dissatisfactions 
and resentments. The 
pandemic restrictions 
helped bring matters to a 
head. 

The protests were not →KANNON 8
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Groundhog Day is celebrated 
in Canada on February 2.

The most famous groundhog in 
Canada is named Wiarton Willie.

Groundhog Day is an official 
national holiday in Canada.

ↆ LAST WEEK:

Truth: This festival is based on the lunar calendar which differs from 
the solar calendar used in the West. New Year typically falls between 
January 21 and February 20 and is China’s most important holiday.

Truth: The first seven days are known as the Spring Festival and the 
following eight days are known as the Lanter Festival. Celebration 
marks the end of winter and start of spring.

Lie: On New Year’s Eve the giving of red envelopes filled with money is 
given to children, but no gifts to unwrap like Christmas.

Gas stations - 
who is behind the 
brand name?

To the Editor,
Further to my previous 

letter regarding Elmira’s 
“Gas Vegas,” (Observer, 
Dec. 15/22), the four gas 
stations that will be in the 
south end of Elmira on 
Arthur Street will include 
the following petroleum 
brands: ESSO, Mobil, Petro 
Canada and the yet to be 
built MacEwen. 

Although each of these 
gas stations are inde-
pendently owned and 
operated, a quick search 
on Google confirmed that 
both the ESSO and Mobil 
brands are owned by 
ESSO Canada. They even 
brand their gasoline the 
same (i.e., Synergy) and 
they offer the identical 
loyalty program (i.e. PC 
Optimum). In addition, 
MacEwen is a branded 
distributor of ESSO fuels!

Elmira will therefore not 
only have a high concen-
tration of gas stations in 
the south end, it will have 
four of its six gas stations 
in town, including the one 
on Church Street East, 
being supplied by a single 

producer – ESSO!
Do you remember when 

the federal Competition 
Bureau ordered Loblaw to 
shut down NoFrills in 2014 
because Loblaw had too 
high a concentration of 
pharmacies in Elmira with 
just two stores?

Elmira is known to pay a 
3¢ to 10¢ per litre premium 
over the rest of Waterloo 
Region. In fact, I paid 8¢ 
less in Kitchener just last 
week, saving myself $4.75 
on a fill up. With such a 
high concentration of one 
supplier going forward, 
I doubt we will see this 
pricing strategy change for 
the better.

Lastly, what will become 
of these sites in 15 to 20 
years when demand for 
gasoline plummets due to 
electric cars and/or 25 to 
30 years from now when 
Elmira finally gets its 
bypass?

We need our township 
to promote business 
diversity, most impor-
tantly decent dine-in 
restaurants, not more gas 
stations. What is our town-
ship’s economic develop-
ment department doing to 
make this happen?

Bill Scott
ELMIRA

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

who began living in larger 
groups called civilizations, 
because territory was the 
only real source of food, 
of wealth, and of power. 
We built ever bigger and 
more complex military 
institutions to protect and 
expand our lands, and the 
societies we live in today 
were the winners in that 
process.

However, for the past 
two centuries, since the 
industrial and scientific 
revolutions, land has no 
longer been the princi-
pal source of wealth and 
power. Moreover, the 
level of destruction is so 
high that even the winner 
rarely makes a profit in the 
wars of the 20th and 21st 
centuries.

The military institu-
tions should therefore be 
shrinking by now, but they 
are not. The number of 
casualties has dwindled 

over the past 75 years and 
no nuclear weapons have 
been used, but we are 
suffering from a bad case 
of cultural lag.

It’s not that people are 
unaware of the problem. 
The effort to replace 
the military ‘balance of 
power’ with civilian inter-
national institutions that 
would arbitrate between 
countries and prevent 
aggression began after 
the two world wars of the 
last century (the League 
of Nations and the UN) 
and continues today, but 
progress is very slow.

And what has all this to 
do with the outcome of 
the Czech election? Just 
that the arguments of the 
two sides, however partial 
and distorted they may be, 
are just one more round 
in a debate that is already 
more than a century old, 
and still nowhere near a 
conclusion.

→ FROM 6

DYER: Czechs know Russian ills

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Including Coleslaw, Rolls, Mashed potatoes, Vegetable & Dessert
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Serving until 7pm
or

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri. 8-7, Sat. 8-4

observerxtra.com/letters

Write a letter to the editor and 
submit it online today.

try’s decline and think 
that rolling back the clock 
will make America great 
again.

But public sentiment 
there is symptomatic of 
an increasing anger and 
fear of the “other” that 
have come to be the defin-
ing facet of Republican 
supporters in particular, 
for whom outlandish 
anger is all the rage.

A contingent of such 
people equate the civil 
rights movement, 
women’s liberation 
efforts, gay rights and a 
more permissive, relaxed 
society as the reason 
their country is going 
downhill. Immigrants 
are taking away jobs and 
destroying American 
culture, people of this 
mindset argue – Mexicans 
are an established target 
in this regard, now joined 
by Muslims.

Life has become harder 
for these people, but 
that’s true more for many 
in the middle class. That 
reality is applicable here, 
too, though we’re well 
behind the curve in terms 
of any political back-
lash. Unfortunately, the 
anger in the US is often 

misplaced, scapegoating 
those who are even more 
powerless rather than 
blaming those responsible 
for turning the economic 
clock back to revive all 
the worst characteristics 
of the prewar era – it’s no 
coincidence the deregula-
tion that led to the Great 
Recession and inequality 
are at levels unseen since 
the 1920s.

Instead, the right-wing 
elements have been led to 
believe they can restore 
the country’s greatness, 
and their own therein, 
by suppressing the rights 
of others. Those really 
responsible – the now 
familiar 1% – are more 
than happy to see the 
delusion continue, a nice 
distraction from the truth 
that also serves to keep 
the masses divided. Better 
still, mix the resentment 
and anger with anti-in-
tellectual rants, religion, 
guns and a war culture for 
the perfect recipe to mask 
the bitter taste of Ronald 
Reagan’s trickle-down 
economics on steroids.

We’re less eager for that 
here, but Poilievre’s antics 
indicate he and others are 
convinced an appetite 
exists.

→ FROM 7

KANNON: Identity politics on the rise

to comment on the state of 
the arena and the Hock-
eyville nomination. 

“It is an older building, 
there’s no question, but 
there has been money 
spent in that facility for 
a number of years,” Roth 
said.

Jacobs said the goal of 
the nomination is to help 
keep the rink going.

“I just feel like it’s so good 
for the community to have 
this arena because it just 
creates a lot of social inter-
action for so many different 
walks of life, so many differ-
ent people and just brings 
the community together. 
After the last couple of 
years with the pandemic 
and everything that’s gone 
on to separate us, I think 
this is a great thing that’s 
just going to help to bring 
us back together again,” she 
added.

The nomination phase 
of the competition lasts 
until February 19. During 
this period the nominated 
communities will be judged 
based on two categories: 
the nomination itself, 
which represents 80 per 
cent of the total score, and 
rally points which make up 
the other 20.

There are several ways to 
earn rally points, including 
submitting a nomination 
story (10 points), sharing 
the community’s page on 
Twitter (five points), adding 
a photo (three points) while 
adding a note or reacting 
to a post or a photo with an 
emoji get one point each.

Following the rally stage 
the top four communities 
will be announced on 
March 11. A voting phase 
will be open from 9 a.m. on 
March 31 to 5 p.m. on April 
1, when a winner will be 
named.

→ FROM 1

HOCKEYVILLE: Group now awaiting 
the results of contest’s short list

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

REQUESTS TO SUPPORT 
TREE-PLANTING AND 
maintenance efforts 

made during last month’s 
budget discussions paid 
dividends, as Woolwich 
council this week moved 
to include them in plans 
for 2023.

Tree projects part of Woolwich 
council’s 2023 budget deliberations

The group behind 
some of Woolwich’s most 
noticeable greening 
efforts wants to go even 
more visible this year, and 
it’s looking for financial 

support from the town-
ship, which is currently 
putting together its 2023 
budget.

Trees for Woolwich will 
→ TREES 18

WOOLWICH COUNCIL
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SportsSports Wheelchair Basketball Canada (WBC) this 
week announced it’s joined Abuse-Free 
Sport, the new independent program to 
prevent and address maltreatment in sport. 
WBC will now have access to the services 
provided by the Office of the Sport Integrity 
Commissioner (OSIC), which serves as the 
central hub of Abuse-Free Sport.

Having launched its community-ownership 
drive, the KW Titans organization is now 
ramping up for the 24-game season that 
begins Feb. 22 in Sudbury. The 2022-2023 
home opener will take place on Mar. 1 at the 
Kitchener Aud.

Abuse-Free Sport move KW Titans season ahead

STEVE 
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

All fired up for 
an adventure

blanket, sipping hot choc-
olate, and complaining 
about the dryness of the 
banana bread.

The most interest-
ing thing to me is the 
fire-making strategy the 
contestants settled on. 

Most choose a ferro rod 
as their fire-making tool. 
These things throw a very 
hot spark when you scrape 
metal across them. Once 
the spark lands on your 
tinder, you then have to 
blow gently on it until the 
tinder erupts into a flame 
and then, while you are 
holding it in your hands 
and chanting “Ouch! 
Ouch! Ouch!” you carry 
your burning tinder to 
your fire pit and hope that 
you can quickly build a fire 
atop it.

On the plus side, at least 
your hands are warm.

A good fire is needed so 
the contestants can stay 
warm, boil water so it is 
safe, and burn the crea-
tures they gather beyond 
recognition, so they taste 
like charcoal, which is 
preferable to tasting like 
inedible. Also, if a big 
dangerous animal like a 
grizzly bear is close, a good 
fire acts as a deterrent 
more effective than bear 
spray, but only if you burn 
the socks and underwear 
you have been wearing for 
weeks on end. 

Even so, if it were me, I 
would leave the ferro rod 
at home and just take two 
Bic lighters. One would 
probably be enough to last 
the 70 or 80 days it gener-

Lately, I have been 
binge-watching the 

television series Alone. 
Ironically, I am not 

watching it alone. Jenn 
likes it too.

The show pits survival 
experts in a competition, 
in which they are allowed 
to bring ten survival tools 
other than their clothes. 
Then, they’re dropped 
off to survive alone in a 
remote, rugged wilder-
ness, for as long as they 
can. They don’t know 
when the others tap out, 
but they do know that 
the last person there gets 
$500,000. And the other 
people get an insincere, 
“It’s OK, you did your 
best,” from their families.

Though most have 
excellent bushcraft skills, 
the term survival expert 
essentially boils down to 
two things. First, you must 
be able to eat anything. 
These people have been 
known to consume mice, 
insects, leeches and even 
slugs – and that’s before 
they get there. Next, you 
must be so antisocial that 
you can live alone for up to 
100 days, which is proba-
bly something you get a lot 
of practice at, if you have 
been known to consume 
mice, insects, leeches and 
even slugs.

The show eventually 
makes you think that 
you too could survive at 
least 50 days alone in the 
wilderness in a desolate 
and unforgiving land-
scape, devoid of creature 
comforts and human 
contact, in the company of 
bears, cougars, and bitter 
cold, while slowly starv-
ing on a sustenance diet. 
And you think this, even 
though you are sprawled 
out on the couch under a → GALEA 10

Please inquire if interested to 519-588-1511 or rpmconstructionltd@yahoo.com

STORAGE UNITS FOR RENT
•  5 Storage units located in Elmira ranging from 400 sq ft to 500 sq ft.
•  12 ft x 10 ft overhead doors.
•  12 ft high ceilings.
•  All units are insulated, heated and security monitored.
•  Looking for 1 year lease agreements.

Three members of the Extra Pint Crokinole Club in Voorheeseville, NY – Ehren Lewis, Chet Boehlke Jr. and Jason Molloy – were in town 
for the Elmira Winter Classic Crokinole Tournament last Saturday, hosted by Jeremy Tracey (second from left). Submitted

Crokinole players descend 
on Elmira for tournament

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

JEREMY TRACEY AND 
HIS FRIENDS hosted 
the Elmira Winter Classic 
Crokinole tournament on 
Saturday.

Tracey builds crokinole 
boards as the owner and 
operator of Tracey Boards.

Usually around this time 
of year, there is a National 
Crokinole Association 
tournament in Hamilton, 
but this year, the organiz-
ers decided not to run it. 
So Tracey and his friends 
decided to step in and run 
their own NCA tournament: 
the Elmira Winter Classic.

“Elmira deserves to have 
a fantastic crokinole tour-
nament,” Tracey said.

The results tallied at 
the Elmira Winter Classic 
count toward the National 
Crokinole Association’s 
championship.

The event drew people 
throughout Ontario and 
even the United States 
with nearly 90 players in 
total.

There was a round robin 
in the morning and a 
second one in the after-
noon to determine the 
day’s champions for each 
division. The winners took 
home some prize money 
and a trophy from West-

mount Signs, a co-sponsor 
of the event.

The event attracted 
people of all ages, from 
pre-teen to seniors in their 
80s, said Tracey. While 
most of the attendants 
were men, Tracey hopes to 
attract more women to the 
sport.

He also mentioned 
that Willard Martin, who 
taught him how to build 
crokinole boards, also 
came to the event as a 
guest for lunch. Tracey 
was grateful to be able to 
honour his mentor.

Simon Dowrick of West-
mount Signs also partici-
pated. → CROKINOLE 10

“I started playing in 2019 
and then COVID hit, so 
this past year I entered all 
of the NCA tournaments 
across Ontario and it’s 
been a lot of fun,” he said.

“(Crokinole) offers 
everything that other 
sports do – skill, strategy, 
competitiveness and 
believe it or not agility. 
The game is so basic but 
is also very rewarding to 
play at any level. The skill 
required to send messages 
to your brain to flick the 
disc where you want it to 
go at the right speed and 
direction under pressure is 
a lot harder than it looks.  
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WOOLWICH WILDCATS 
 ■ Atom U11A

Jan/28/2023 vs Burlington 
Eagles
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Jack Frede, Connor 
Gillies (2), Hayden Hunter
ASSISTS: Ben Ellis, Julia 
Hallman, Ryker Rozema, 
Xaiden Weber (2)
 ■ Atom U11A

Jan/29/2023 vs Brampton 
45's
HOME: 9 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Gavin Castle, 
Colton Cooney, Jack Frede 
(3), Connor Gillies (3), 
Presley McFadden
ASSISTS: Dominic Blake, 
Gavin Castle (2), Reid 
Denbok, Jack Frede, 
Connor Gillies
 ■ Bantam U15BB

Jan/29/2023 vs Halton 
Hills Thunder Red
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Cohen Clemmer, 
Grant Rintoul
ASSISTS: Jackson 
Kellough, Declan Martin, 
William Krubally, Cohen 
Clemmer

 ↆ S P O R T S  S C O R E B O A R D
WOOLWICH WILD 
 ■ Atom U11 LL-1

Jan/29/2023 vs Kitchener 
Lady Rangers Red U11 LL
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Delilah Woolner
ASSISTS: Harlee Merner, 
Lauryn McDonnell
Bantam Wild U15A
Jan/28/2023 vs Mississauga 
Hurricanes
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Maddy Phillips, 
Brooke Kroetsch
ASSISTS: Addison Fitzgerald 
(2), Peyton Gaudet, Leah 
Thompson
SHUTOUTS: Riley Nelson
 ■ Bantam Wild U15A

Jan/29/2023 vs Etobicoke 
Dolphins
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Emily Hibbard
ASSISTS: Maddy Phillips
Shutouts: Riley Nelson
Bantam U15B
Jan/28/2023 vs Owen 
Sound Ice Hawks
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Jaiden Radler
ASSISTS: 
SHUTOUTS: Emily Bauman

ally takes to win.
Why take the second 

one?
Well, because as anyone 

who owns a lighter knows, 
no matter how remote 
you are, at one point, one 
of your chain-smoking 
friends is going to show up 
unexpectedly and ask to 
borrow your lighter for a 
second, and then walk off 

with it.
I suspect that is why not 

one contestant decided to 
take one.

But, you know, I think 
this would add some 
humour to a basically 
humourless show.

And that would be good. 
Sometimes, even on a 
survival show, people just 
want to see the lighter 
side.
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“Everyone that plays 
crokinole is also super nice 
and intelligent. The game 
appeals to those who just 
want to have fun but also 
to those who want to take 
it seriously and compete 
with the best in the world, 
who happen to live in 
this area. So we are lucky 
to have this tournament 
here on our doorstep in 
Elmira.”

Tracey spoke with The 
Observer on his way to 
Florida and South Carolina 
to attend some crokinole 
meet and greets.

Tracey says he believes 
more people are being 
drawn to crokinole, and he 
really loves the commu-
nity.  

“I’ll put it in there that 
crokinole is the greatest 
game on Earth. And a big 
part of that is because it’s 

the greatest community 
on Earth. It is just, it’s the 
nicest people.”

He’s excited because one 
of his goals for the event 
was to bring new people 
into the game. He counted 
23 people who had never 
attended a tournament 
before.

“I hope that people 
read this article, and it 
inspires them to dig out 
the crokinole board they 
already have, or reach out 
to their grandma that they 
used to play with, and play 
with her again. And maybe 
someday find their way to 
a tournament.”

Kings split a pair of games, including  
an exciting shootout win over Siskins

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS FELL short last 
weekend in trying to 
overtake the team ahead of 
them in the standings, but 
bounced back with a win 
over the first-place team to 
regain some ground.

A 4-2 loss in Ayr January 
26 was followed with a 4-3 
win over the KW Siskins 
Sunday night at the WMC.

Special teams were a 
factor as the Kings trav-
elled to North Dumfries to 
face the Centennials, who 
scored a couple of power-
play goals on route to the 
victory.

It was Ayr that opened 
in the scoring in the first, 
but Elmira replied just 
over 40 seconds later when 
Brady Schwindt potted a 
goal at 3:50. Assists went 
to Jackson Heron and Joey 
Martin.

The Centennials would 
regain the lead via the 
power play, however, with 
just one second left on the 
clock to make it 2-1 as the 
teams went back to their 
rooms for the intermis-
sion.

In the second, another 
opportunity with the 
extra man gave the hosts 
a 3-1 lead before Jayden 
Lammel, from Madden 
MacDougall and Brock 
Reinhart made it a 
one-goal game just over 
three minutes later with a 
power-play goal at 12:47.

That 3-2 score is how 
things would stand at the 

second intermission, but 
Ayr would score the loan 
goal of the third frame to 
seal the win at 4-2.

Shots were 41-25 in 
favour of Elmira, which 
went 1-5 on the power play 
while the Centennials 
were 2-3. Hayden Sabourin 
stopped 21 of the shots he 
faced.

The Centennials were 
able to capitalize on Elmi-
ra’s mistakes, while the 
same wasn’t true going the 
other way, said head coach 
Scott McMillan of the 
game’s results.

“We had a turnover that 
led to a goal very early in 
the first and a turnover 
that led to a goal very early 
in the third. You could 
look at that and say that’s 
a difference in the game. 
That and the power-play 
goal that came with one 
second left in the first – 
those three are kind of 
backbreakers,” he said.

“If you look at the third 
period, they had the first 
shot and they scored .The 
shots in the third after that 
were 18-5 – as soon as we 
felt like we were going to 
lose, we started working 
at a level where it was a 
one-sided game. I think 
we’ve got to find a way to 
have that type of effort 
before it looks like we’re 
going to lose,” he added of 
the takeaway message for 
the players.

It’s a message that may 
have been taken to heart 
Sunday, when the work of 
special teams was again on 
display as the Kings were 

2-8 with the man advan-
tage and the Siskins were 
2-5.

The game’s opening 
goal was scored on a power 
play, coming off the stick 
of Elmira’s Liam Eveleigh 
at 12:39 of the first period. 
Reinhart and Adam Grein 
picked up assists on the 
play.

The Siskins got that one 
back just over two minutes 
later, and the teams were 
deadlocked at 1-1 after 20 
minutes.

The visitors took the lead 
12 minutes into the middle 
frame, but the Kings 
answered two minutes 
later when MacDougall 
scored an unassisted goal. 
Again, the teams would 
head into intermission 
with the score tied, this 
time 2-2.

After the break, it was 
Elmira’s turn to lead again. 
Reinhart’s goal at 6:03 
(Jayden Lammel, Grein) 
held up for almost six 
minutes before the Siskins 
made it 3-3, which is how 
the score would stand 
through the rest of the 
period and overtime. It was 
off to a shootout.

In that battle, netminder 
Daniel Botelho stopped 
both Waterloo attempts, 
while Elmira’s Luke Della 
Croce and Logan Crans 
buried their chances.

Final shot totals were 
35-27 in the Kings’ favour, 
Botehlo stopping 24 to pick 
up the win.

The effort was much 
better, and made for a very 
entertaining game for the 

fans, said McMillan.
“If you look at the two 

best games that we’ve 
played since coming 
back from Christmas, 
it’s an overtime win in 
Cambridge and it’s a 
shootout win against 
Waterloo at home. It’s 
no surprise that it’s the 
top two teams that we’ve 
played since we’ve been 
back.”

With just nine games left 
in their Greater Ontario 
Junior Hockey League 
regular-season sched-
ule, the fifth-place Kings 
(24-16-1-0) are looking to 
surpass the fourth-place 
Centennials (14-15-1-1) as 
the teams go head-to-head 
Sunday evening at the 
WMC for the last time prior 
to what looks like a first-
round playoff matchup. 

Prior to that, the squad 
will have a good shot at 
two points Friday night 
in Caledon against the 
conference’s seventh-place 
Bombers (6-35-0-0). 

“We’re one point behind 
Ayr. With the season that 
we’ve had – injuries and 
guys being called up to the 
OHL and things like that – 
I think we can reasonably 
say that we should have 
more points than we’ve 
got. We’re still only a point 
back, but we’re 1-5 against 
them, so the standings 
may say we’re only a point 
away but our head-to-head 
record says something 
completely different, and 
we’ve got to start turning 
that around,” said the 
coach.

→ FROM 9

CROKINOLE: 
On the road again 
to boost the game

Game action in Elmira. 

GALEA: Sparking things up

observerxtra.com/scores

Submit your sports team’s 
scores online today.
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» SOFAS & LOVESEATS
» RECLINERS

3-878 WEBER ST. NORTH, WATERLOO NEXT TO THE ST JACOBS FARMERS’ MARKET   |  519-747-1832  

SALE ENDS SAT. FEB 25

ON LOCAL SOLID WOOD FURNITURE, 
CANADIAN-MADE SOFAS-SECTIONALS-RECLINERS, 

MATTRESSES & HOME DECOR.

CanadianMade

Love
toSave!LoveLove

Save!Save!

20% OFF STOREWIDE

stjacobsfurnishings.ca
MON-WED 9-5; THUR 9-7; FRI-SAT 9-5
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Community Services Recovery Fund 
is inviting applications!
This fund supports Community Service Organizations 
(including non-profit organizations, Indigenous 
Governing Bodies, and Registered Charities) in 
adapting and modernizing their organizations for 
pandemic recovery. 

Together, Waterloo Region Community Foundation 
and United Way Waterloo Region Communities have 
$2.8 Million to distribute across Waterloo Region, with 
additional funding available through Red Cross.

Each partner is leading the distribution of funding in 
one of the three project focus areas: 

• Investing in Systems and Process (WRCF)
• Investing in Program and Service Innovation and 

Redesign (United Way WRC)
• Investing in People (Red Cross) Visitez www.fondsderelancedesservicescommunautaires.ca pour 

savoir comment présenter une demande et découvrir des ressources.

Learn more and apply by February 21, 2023 at wrcf.ca/recovery-fund or uwaywrc.ca/csrf

/MTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHSFOR $9.95

RENT SOFT WATER

CULLIGAN.COM
519-744-2248 | 427 GAGE AVE. KITCHENER

INFO@CULLIGANWATER.CA

THE WOOLWICH SENIORS ASSOCIATION INVITES ALL TO THEIR

VALENTINE’S SOCIAL
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 10TH, 2023 

1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM
Entertainment by the Twin City Harmonizers

Enjoy Co�ee & Tea, Punch, Snacks & “Penny Table”.
 Join us for an afternoon of fun & surprises!

THE WOOLWICH SENIORS ASSOCIATION INVITES ALL TO THEIR

VALENTINE’S SOCIAL
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 10TH, 2023 

1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM
Entertainment by the Twin City Harmonizers

Enjoy Co�ee & Tea, Punch, Snacks & “Penny Table”.
 Join us for an afternoon of fun & surprises!

519-669-5044    24 Snyder Ave. S., Elmira, ON  N3B 1Y9

Tickets:
Each$10

TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED AT THE WSA OFFICE 
UNTIL FRIDAY FEBRUARY 3RD, 2023
***TICKETS WILL NOT BE SOLD AT THE DOOR***

The EDSS boys’ squad were 6-2 victors over visiting Waterloo Collegiate Jan. 19. After a break, the Lancers are back in action Feb. 7 against Glenview Park. Leah Gerber
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

BusinessBusiness Local employers struggling to find organiza-
tions and resources to support their recruit-
ing and retention strategies have been heard 
by the Workforce Planning Board of Waterloo 
Wellington Dufferin (WPB). The organization 
has pulled such resources into one location 
online at www.findyourjob.ca.

Waterloo Region Community Foundation 
(WRCF) last week announced funding 
totalling $296,000 to 12 local organizations 
leading initiatives to support women, girls, 
Two-Spirit and gender-diverse individuals. 
The list includes Shelter Movers Waterloo 
Region, Community Justice Initiatives and 
Women’s Crisis Services of Waterloo Region.

Human resources help WRCF doles out support

(519) 664-3785
10 Parkside Dr, St. Jacobs

Woolwich Community Health Centre

Accreditation 
Number: 38988

People who value the 
image of old-time 

agriculture and traditional 
farm values will be pleased 
to know small- and medi-
um-sized farms could be 
poised to make a come-
back, at least in the US, 
with government help.

Large farms have been 
gaining ground on both 
sides of the border. Every 

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

ELMIRA-BASED 
MENNOHOMES IS NOW 
KNOWN as Beyond Hous-
ing. 

“Our values haven’t 
changed, just the name 
of the organization,” said 
executive director Dan 
Driedger.

“It was something the 
board has been consider-
ing for a while. We wanted 
to be more reflective not 
only of the community 
that we serve, but the 
people that support our 
work and are involved in 
our work as well.”

He said that while the 
organization started out 
with strong Mennonite 
roots and continues to be 
supported by the Menno-
nite community, there 
are other groups coming 
alongside that are not 
Mennonite.

“That was part of the 
impetus. As we were 
thinking about what that 
name change might look 
like, we wanted something 
that was a bit more of a 
mission statement around 
what we’re doing, as 
opposed to a simple name. 
With Beyond Housing, our 
hope is that that commu-
nicates that in addition 

Here’s a second chance for small- and medium-size farms
OWEN 

ROBERTS 
Food For 
Thought

time an agricultural 
census has been taken 
in recent memory, the 
number of large farms 
grow. 

Still, they comprise 
less than 10 per cent of all 
farms. The vast majority 
of large farms are still 
family owned. And they 
have a huge role in feeding 
people and livestock, not 

to mention contributing to 
all-important exports.

But despite this contri-
bution, they just don’t give 
society a warm feeling 
about farming. To many 
people, big equals bad, 

even if it’s not true. 
That’s where small- and 

medium-size farms enter 
the picture, at least from 
an image perspective. 
How much image counts 
for government support is 
debatable; I don’t believe 
any government would 
help small- and medi-
um-sized farms just for 
appearances (would it?).

But the lure of the 
numbers is significant. It 
can’t be dismissed. Almost 
half of all farms have less 
than $10,000 in sales and 
80 per cent have less than 
$100,000 in sales.

Given the US has about 
two million farms, that’s a 
lot of votes. 

Those same farms, 
though, are working their 

tails off. US data also 
shows farming doesn’t pay 
the bills if you’re farming 
small. That means most of 
them have to keep another 
job going to make ends 
meet.

And the US Secretary of 
Agriculture, Tom Vilsack, 
doesn’t think that’s right.

“We believe there’s a 

Name change reflects widening MennoHomes’ priorities
The Elmira-based organization will now be known as Beyond Housing to reflect its expanding mandate

to affordable housing, we 
also provide other things 
that are beyond or more 
than what’s required.”

He is referring to some 
initiatives the organi-
zation has that, well, go 
beyond housing. That 
includes hiring a commu-
nity service worker, and 
also expanding the role of 
a community nurse they 
work with, along with 
exceeding building code 
expectations for reducing 
their buildings’ footprints 
and also regarding acces-
sibility standards.

“What we’re trying to do 
is more than just hous-
ing, we’re trying to create 
places for people that they 
can call home.”

The organization’s 
most recently completed 
build is 48-unit affordable 
apartment building in 
Kitchener at 544 Bridge-
port Rd. E. 

It was built in part-
nership with St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church and 
Parents for Community 
Living. 

The organization is also 
working on an addi-
tion to the Sprucelawn 
Apartments for Seniors 
in St. Jacobs. The proj-
ect is coming along, 
says Laverne Brubacher, 
chair of the Sprucelawn 

committee for Beyond 
Housing. 

“The building is now 
out of the ground, and 
we’re expecting the 
concrete slab floor pieces 
to come this week,” he 
said. Construction is 

expected to be complete 
in fall 2023. 

The group is still look-
ing for an additional $1 
million in community 
fundraising for the capital 
campaign fund.

The Sprucelawn build 

will add 28 more afford-
able units for seniors, 
including 20 one-bed-
room apartments and 
eight two-bedroom units. 
The entire building will 
be barrier-free. The new 
addition will include a 

room big enough for 100 
people where residents 
can host get-togethers, 
as well as post-boxes so 
they don’t need to walk 
into town to get their 
mail. There will also be 

Dan Drieger and Laverne Brubacher of Beyond Housing, formerly known as MennoHomes, at Sprucelawn Apartments for Seniors in St. 
Jacobs, where an addition is under construction. Leah Gerber

→ GOING BEYOND 14

→ ROBERTS 14
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DealsDeals
Your full-service computer depot for a digital world.

Find us online www.realitybytescomputers.com

WE REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

System
Upgrades

Virus
Removal

Backup &
Recovery

$24999

COME SEE US IN ELMIRA OR FERGUS TO CHECK OUT THESE GREAT DEALS ... and much m�e!

$349

DESKTOPS LAPTOPS  IPADSMACBOOKS

FebruaryFebruary WE OFFER
ON SITE
SERVICE

E-Waste
Disposale

FREE
Diagnostic
FREE

 Screen 
Replacements
(iPads & iPhones)

$12999

AMD A4-9120C APU 
 4GB x 32GB   
11.6” LCD  

HP CHROMEBOOK G8

AMD A4-9120C APU 

HP CHROMEBOOK G8

$27999

HIGH END 
LAPTOPS 

$799

$19999 $31999

Apple 
MacBooks 

Starting at

SAVE 
$120!

iPad 5
32 GBRegular$24999$24924999

MacBooks 

NEW

iPad 6
128 GB

SAMSUNG
COMMERCIAL
DISPLAYS

$29999

$

36 Oriole Pkwy E.
519-669-5551

Elmira

Starting atStarting at

WINDOWS
LAPTOPS 

Starting at

HIGH END 

43” to 98”

COMMERCIAL

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION
MASTER PLAN

VISIT ENGAGEWR.CA/ACTIVE-TRANSPORTATION OR
SCAN THE QR CODE TO COMPLETE THE SURVEY

BEFORE FEBRUARY 20TH
HARDCOPIES AVAILABLE AT TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

Active transportation involves using your own power to get from one
place to another. It includes walking, cycling or rolling.

The Township of Woolwich is completing an Active
Transportation Master Plan

Have Your Say: Complete our survey to help us identify issues and
opportunities for active transportation in Woolwich.

This project is funded in part by the
Government of Canada.

a parking spot for every 
apartment.

Sprucelawn and Menno-
Homes (now Beyond 
Housing) amalgamated a 
year ago to present a joint 
funding application to the 
region. 

“We agreed mutually 
that it’s best for us to 
amalgamate with Menno-
Homes. They had the 
experience of applying for 
federal and provincial and 
local grants and so forth,” 
said Brubacher. Before 
the amalgamation, he was 
Sprucelawn’s board chair 
for about 14 years, and sat 
on the board for 19 years.

There were a few 
barriers to getting the 
Sprucelawn addition 
started, said Brubacher. 
He said there were issues 
acquiring some of the land 
needed, and then more 
money was needed to do 
the site condition study 
and soil study as well as 

some remediation due to 
a railway, among other 
issues. 

“Maybe I’m the stub-
born one, but we had it 
in our heads that this 
thing was going to be 
built no  matter what. And 
we would get the fund-
ing one way or another, 
even if we had to raise it 
all ourselves,” he said. 
“Affordable seniors’ hous-
ing is a necessary thing.

“I live in the neighbor-
hood here, and a lot of the 
people that have lived at 
Sprucelawn have been 
part of the churches in 
town.”  

Sprucelawn Apart-
ments for Seniors was 
developed in the early 
1980s when members 
of three churches in the 
town recognized the need 
for affordable housing in 
their community. 

“This is a continuing 
legacy, I guess you might 
say, for what we’d like to 

better alternative than 
go big or go out,” he told 
members of the National 
Sustainable Agriculture 
Coalition last week.

It was the ideal audi-
ence to hear such a 
message, and to pass it on 
to consumers. All farms 
have a role in sustainabil-
ity, one of the public’s big 
demands for agriculture. 
But the sheer numbers of 
small- and medium-size 
farms mean there’s that 
many more operators who 
can influence how the 
environment gets treated. 

It makes sense for the 
USDA to support their 
sustainability. To Vilsack, 
that means support for 
agri-business that serves 

them. 
For example, he wants to 

see more meat processing 
capacity outside of the 
few conglomerates that 
now dominate the market. 
Their track record has 
been abysmal. They basi-
cally ignore and dismiss 
smaller producers, or at 
best, treat them poorly.

He also wants domes-
tic fertilizer production 
increased. Farmers believe 
they’ve been held hostage 
as energy prices climbed 
and their fertilizer costs 
skyrocketed. They had 
little choice but to pay 
a rate they believed was 
gouging them, and railed 
against having to fork 
over such sums to foreign 
producers.     

And finally, Vilsack is 
pushing for support for 
commodities grown with 
what he calls climate-
friendly practices. That’s 
what the public wants too.

Will Canada follow suit? 
The federal agriculture 
and agri-food minister 
doesn’t control the same 
kind of budget as Vilsack, 
and can’t be as prescrip-
tive or substantive. 

But everywhere, small- 
and medium-size farms 
tug at the public’s heart-
strings. So, give people 
agriculture that feels 
familiar and offers up a 
sense of security. That 
doesn’t mean turn your 
back on large producers... 
but don’t ignore the rest, 
either.

→ FROM 13

ROBERTS: Pushing for policies that help the smaller 
farmers, the sector with the most public support

→ FROM 13

GOING BEYOND: Then MennoHomes, the organization 
last year formally merged with St. Jacobs’ Sprucelawn

see going forward.”
The apartments in 

Sprucelawn are consid-
ered affordable, and resi-
dents can apply to have 
their rent subsidized to 
reflect their income. 

MennoHomes was 
founded in 2001. The 
organization builds and 
rents affordable housing 
in the region. So far, the 
organization has provided 
230 households with 
homes. They provide 
units beginning at 60 per 
cent of average market 
rent rate due to govern-
ment grants and private 
donations. 

“We need to ensure 
that there are affordable 
places in our community 
for seniors where they can 
also live with dignity.… I 
think that it’s important to 
provide housing, afford-
able housing, which is 
difficult to get these days, 
in whatever way we can,” 
said Brubacher.

Executive director Dan Driedger at the organization’s newly completed project in Kitchener. Leah Gerber
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

ArtsArts Tri-City Improv is hosting monthly comedy 
shows in support of local charities. Next 
on tap is a performance Saturday (Feb. 4) 
at 7 p.m. at the Country Hills Community 
Centre in Kitchener, with proceeds going to 
Women's Crisis Services of Waterloo Region.

The Grand River Film Festival (GRFF), 
Waterloo Region’s longest running inde-
pendent film festival, is screening The Six, 
the story of the Titanic’s Chinese survi-
vors, on Saturday (Feb. 4) at 7 p.m. at the 
Cambridge Community Players, leading 
up to the launch of GRFF's 2023 festival.
www.grff.ca

Improv for charities GRFF screens The Six

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THE ELMIRA THEATRE 
COMPANY IS now in rehearsal 
for its first production of 2023, 
playwright David French’s 
Salt-Water Moon, which opens 
February 3.

Directed by Robin Bennett, 
Salt-Water Moon takes place on 
a single night in 1926 and follows 
Jacob Mercer (Quaid Lale) as 
he returns to Newfoundland 
after a year in Toronto in hopes 
of winning back his former 
sweetheart, Mary Snow (Emily 
Beattie). 

“They were just teenagers 
and going out together and then 
Jacob left to go to Toronto for a 
year without saying anything to 
Mary and she’s not very happy 
with it. And in the meantime, 
she’s gotten engaged to another 
young man, Jerome Mackenzie. 
Jacob comes back from Toronto, 
basically to try and convince 
Mary not to marry Jerome but to 
marry him,” explained Bennett.

“She is not necessarily all 
that thrilled with the idea, so 
the play’s about what he does to 
convince her.”

While it is a romance, Bennett 
describes the production as 
dramatic comedy.

“There’s a lot of humor in it. 
But there’s also a lot of family 
drama, especially because this is 
just eight years after the end of 
the First World War.”

Both Mary and Jacob’s fathers 
fought at the Battle of the Somme 
in France, where most of the 
Royal Newfoundland Regiment 
was wiped out.

“Mary lost her father. Jacob’s 
father survived, but was injured 
and suffers some PTSD from 
that. So it involves a lot of the 
history of Newfoundland, which 
was not part of Canada [at that 
time].”

He said of the story. “A lot of 
pride, sometimes foolish pride, 
and a lot of family dynamics. 

“It’s a small fishing village 

History, drama, laughs and a whole 
lotta love in ETC production

→ JAZZ NIGHT 24

Emily Beattie is Mary and Quaid Lale is Jacob in the Elmira Theatre Company 
production of Salt-Water Moon, which opens Friday. Submitted

Elmira Theatre Company’s next production is the award-winning tale of Salt-Water Moon
Salt-Water Moon is the third 
of five productions by French 
about the Mercer family. Bennett 
has put his own spin on the 
award-winning production.

“This takes place basically 
on a moonlit night in the front 
yard of a cottage and normally 
with the cottage on the stage or 
the front of the cottage. I’m not 
doing any of that.  It’s slightly 
unusual, it’s a three-degree 
raked (upward sloping) stage. 
“We’ll have just a few simple 
crops, a telescope and a rocking 
chair and one entrance. The rest 
is done by the two actors, and 
because it takes place at night, 
we do have some interesting 
lighting,” he said.

“What you see is focused on 
the play itself, on the acting and 
on the text. Not to say that it’s a 
static play, there’s lots of action 
and there’s lots of things, lots of 
movements in the play.”

While Lale and Beattie are 
young actors, they are quite 
experienced, Bennett added.

“They’ve both been to theatre 
school, so experienced actors, 
good actors. I think they’re doing 
a great job.”

While the play has a variety of 
elements to it, at its heart, it’s still 
a love story.

“It has a very heartwarming 
ending. The audience will be 
thrilled,” he said.

The ETC production of 
Salt-Water Moon runs February 
3-18, Thursdays-Saturdays at 
8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $25, available from 
KW Tickets at 1-800-265-8977 or 
519-578-1570 or online at www.
elmiratheatre.com.

NOW PLAYING • PRINCESS TWIN, WATERLOO • PRINCESSCINEMAS.COM

CLAIRE FOY
FRANCES MCDORMAND

JESSIE BUCKLEY
ROONEY MARA

Directed by
Sarah Polley.
Book by
Miriam Toews.

TWO OSCAR
NOMINATIONS!
Best Picture
Best Adapted Screenplay

observerxtra.com/snowdayUpload your
photos here:

1. Make a snow 
    creation & name it
2. Take a picture 

with creator(s)
3. Upload photo
4. See it in the 

Observer 

1. Make a snow 

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

THE WEATHER THIS WEEK 
HAVING cooperated with the 
“winter” part, Larry Larson will 
be doing his part with the “jazz” 
component of the weekend.

Larry’s Larson’s Jazz Guys 
kick off the 15th anniversary of 
the Jazz at The Registry series on 
Friday night. Their show is part 
of the “Winter Jazz Weekend” 
that also features the New Vibes 
Jazz Quintet on Saturday night.
Larson, the principal trumpet 
with the K-W Symphony, is no 
stranger to the Registry Theatre 
or, indeed, to the jazz series. 
Playing there is always high on 
the priority list, he says.

“The nice thing about that 
venue is it feels like you’re play-
ing in someone’s living room 
– it’s that intimate,” he said this 
week in the run-up to the show. 
“It’s like we’re having to host a 
party for people, which is great.”

Those attending said party 
can expect a good mix of classic 
jazz standards, some over-
looked pieces and the kind of 
spontaneous improvisation for 
which jazz is known. Given that 
audiences range from teens to 
octogenarians, variety is just the 
thing, says Larson.

“It’s nice to try to keep every-
one interested, play some famil-
iar things, but then also turn 
people on to some things that 
they probably have not heard 

where everybody knows every-
body. So from that aspect, it’s 
really an interesting story. I think 
it’s going to be very popular here 
locally because we have such 
a large Newfoundland expat 
community, and hopefully a 
whole pile of those folks who 
come see the show,” Bennett 
added.

Originally released in 1984, 

Jazz at The 
Registry series 
gets underway 
Friday night 
with Larry 
Larson
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted Help Wanted
EAR & HEARING 
CLINIC SEEKING PT 
receptionist ELMIRA. 
Must be available 
days, evenings, holi-
day coverage. Submit 
resume to victoria@
earandhearingclinic.
com

HELP WANTED IN 
BAKERY - FULL OR 
par t  t ime. Hi l l-
crest Home Baking 
519-669-1381.

MINI -VAN DRIVER 
NEEDED-PART-TIME 
suitable for retired 
person. Driving for 
mennonite communi-
ties - country drives. 
Dave-519-574-1489.

ROYAL CANADIAN 
LEGION, BRANCH 469 
is looking for a Part-
Time bartender to 
share the responsi-
bilities of operating 
our bar Wednesdays 
through Saturdays. 
Current Smart Serve 
training required. 
We are looking for 
an individual who 
is motivated, works 
well with others, and 
possesses excellent 
customer service 
skills. Send resume to 
elmirabranch469@
gmail.com.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

WE ARE HIRING
Cabinet Engineering 

Cabinet Sales & Design 

Cabinet Finisher 

Cabinet Install

Cabinet Installer
(Bracebridge Location)

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and 
growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

W. C. Brown and Sons
Looking for a 

Part Time Sales and 
Customer Service Clerk.

Needed 2 - 3 Days a week. Flexible hours.
Must be able to work Saturdays.

Apply in person with a resume to:
W.C. Brown and Sons

--- Men’s Clothier ---
Downtown Elmira

519-669-1152

ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

R O M A N T I C

Solutions for this week's puzzles.

HARD

EASY

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

ↆLOCAL SERVICES

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!

Help Wanted
THUR TRANSPORT IS 
LOOKING FOR AN AZ 
driver for local work. 
Full and part time 
opportunities. Please 
send resume to karen@
thurtransport.com or 
call 519-669-3991.

Work Wanted
E X P E R I E N C E D 
MENNONITE CLEAN-
ing lady. In Elmira 
& Floradale area 
only. Call Darlene at 
519-496-1241.

45 YEAR OLD MALE 
LOOKING FOR WORK. 
Have drivers licence 
and car. Call Rob at 
519-664-2161.

For Sale
FURNITURE FOR SALE. 
CHILDS BEDROOM 
suite, long, wide sofa/
couch, coffee table & 
end tables, two table 
lamps & matching floor 
lamp. 519-669-5078.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

Farm 
Services

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
RETIRED COUPLE 
SEEKS 2 BEDROOM, 
1.5 bath townhouse 
or apar tment to 
rent. No pets, non 
smokers. Please call 
519-747-3874.

STILL BUYING ALL 
ANTIQUES, COINS, 
jewellery, wrist and 
pocket watches, 
Omega, Rolex, Tudor 
etc. Fair, honest 
prices. Over 40 
years in business. 
gallamore@golden.net 
or call Terry at Elmira 
519-242-6900.

Coming 
Events

KARATE! IN-PERSON 
& VIRTUAL CLASSES 
A V A I L A B L E 
S C H W E I T Z E R ' S 
M A R T I A L  A R T S 
Self-defense, Self-dis-
cipline, Self-confidence 
GROUP CLASSES FOR 
AGES 4 TO ADULT 
Taught by Renshi 
Becky Schweitzer, 
4th Degree Black Belt 
and 12X World Karate 
Champion Location St. 
Peters Lutheran Church 
- 2925 Lobsinger Line, 
Heidelberg EARLY 
BIRD SPECIAL ONLY 
$105+HST FOR 10 
WEEKS  Un i form 
extra Special ends 
Feb. 13. Regular 
price $125+HST Call 
519-580-1418 or e-mail 
becky_schweitzer@
h o t m a i l . c o m 
www.schweitzers
martialarts.com

SENIORS VALEN-
TINE'S DAY DINNER 
and Dance at Hygate 
Active Senior Living, 
Waterloo, Friday, 
February 10 from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. $22/person. 
Menu: 1 pc fish and 
chip dinner. Live music, 
dance and door prizes. 
Call Stacey to buy your 
tickets 519-501-1131

Please call  or email Donna Rudy: 
 519-669-5790 ext 104 
 donna@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline is Wednesdays by 10am. Order 
online at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Sell it in the Observer
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Many In-Stock or Custom Bathroom Vanities, Kitchen Cabinetry, Flooring 
and Tiles, Blinds, Shades, Fashion Plumbing • Our experienced personell 
and designer will help you work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

(ELMIRA)

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

Must bring coupon in or use code “repair22”

$10 OFF$10 OFF PATIO DOOR SCREEN 
REPLACEMENT

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

www.perfectpitchhearing.com

29A Church St. W. 
Elmira, ON

519-210-3030

WE’RE THE 

FOR ALL YOUR 
HEARING NEEDS

WE’RE THE 

FOR ALL YOUR 
HEARING NEEDS

PERFECT CHOICEPERFECT CHOICE

BOOK A FREE 
HEARING TEST TODAY!

BOOK A FREE 
HEARING TEST TODAY!
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1-545 Elm Ave., Listowel             MLS   $499,900.0013 Memorial Ave, Elmira             MLS  $540,000.00

BROKERAGE
BRAD MARTIN

Broker of Record,
MVA ResidentialR.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.

Offi  ce: 519-669-2772
Brad Direct: 519-741-6231
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com

36 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!   CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

35 Knapp Rd., Elmira                   MLS  $1,249,900.00

Gorgeous family home complete w/4+ bdrms in a family oriented neighbourhood. 
Open concept mnfl r with a gourmet kitchen w/oversized island & quartz counter 
tops. Built-in appliances w/brick accent wall & walk-in pantry. Family room w/gas 
F.P. & hardwood fl r. Dining area with walkout to a covered porch w/F.P. Back yard 
is perfect for entertaining with a heated salt water pool. Finished basement w/5th 
bdrm, 4 piece bath & spacious rec rm with another F.P. & B.I. cabinets. 4 spacious 
bdrms upstairs. The master bdrm has it’s own private offi ce, huge walk-in closet 
& 5 pc. ensuite (& another F.P.). Mn fl r laundry w/built-in cabinets. New asphalt 
driveway & front walkway. You won’t be disappointed! New MLS  

NEW LISTING

get $50,000 to help plant 
some 22,000 trees along the 
township’s rural road-
ways. It’s a plan dubbed 
“bring back the maples,” 
a reference to a provincial 
initiative in the late 19th 
century that paid farmers 
to plant trees along country 
roads. Many of those large 
trees that lined the routes 
are now gone, organization 
chair Inga Rinne told coun-
cillors meeting January 12 
in a special budget session.

“Perhaps you recognize 
the loss of the large, old 
maples that used to line 
our roads. These trees are a 
legacy dating back to 1883 
when the Ontario legisla-
ture subsidized municipal-
ities to pay farmers 25 cents 
for every roadside tree they 
planted that survived for 
five years. The maple trees 
that lined our roads and 
that we’ve enjoyed were the 
result of the foresight and 
wisdom of both the farmers 
and the legislators over 100 
years ago. We’ve called our 
project back bring back the 
maples to recognize that 
that foresight and wisdom 
needs to be renewed,” she 
said.

In looking for budget 
support, Rinne noted the 
project is in keeping with 
the township’s greening 
initiative, including plans 
to boost the tree canopy, 
and its commitment to 
tackling climate change.

“The goals of the 2018 
Elmira green infrastruc-
ture report, one of which 
was to increase the canopy 
cover for the township. 
The canopy covering the 
township stands at about 
14 per cent, and 30 per 
cent is considered ideal. 
While council supported 
the report, there was never 
a specific plan to get to the 
goal of a 30 per cent tree 
cover in Elmira. We’ve 
been working on it, but 
to support this program 
makes a very significant 
contribution to that tree 
cover and would be a 
tremendous boost to 
Woolwich’s environmental 
credentials,” she said.

Trees for Woolwich 
wants to plant 21,570 trees 
– a mix that will include 
sugar maples, red maples, 
bur oak, walnut and crab 
apple, among others –along 
the township’ rural roads 
by 2026, a rate of about 
7,000 per year. All the work 
– installation, watering and 
initial pruning – will be 
carried out by the group in 
partnership with Wallen-
stein-based Earthscape 
– is expected to cost about 
$110,000 per year, with 
much of the budget coming 
from donations.

“We have 335 kilometres 
of rural roads in Woolwich. 

That’s available public 
land. We can build our 
own highly visible linear 
park and wildlife corridor, 
increase the canopy and 
the carbon capture,” said 
Rinne.

In preparation, a trial 
project was undertaken 
in 2022 that saw the 
planting of more than 
300 trees along stretches 
of Floradale, Kramp and 
Lerch roads.

Also making a tree-re-
lated proposal at last week’s 
budget meeting was former 
councillor Mark Bauman, 
who called for a structured 
approach to pruning trees 
on township property, 
particularly along urban 
streets.

The St. Jacobs resident, 
who was heavily involved 
in groups such as the 
Township of Woolwich 
Environmental Enhance-
ment Committee (TWEEC) 
during his 18 years on 
council, has been busy with 
tree-pruning efforts since 
his retirement from council 
in 2018.

“For the past four years, 
I’ve been working part-time 
helping out in the commu-
nity, pruning trees in parks 
and along sidewalks and 
boulevards. I’ve probably 
pruned several thousand 
trees in Woolwich Town-
ship – I estimate that I’ve 
probably visited about 90 
per cent of the trees that 
are on boulevards and in 
parks,” he told councillors.

“My proposal is to have 
a new budget line... that 
would proactively deal 
with pruning urban village 
trees. The initial budget 
amount could be used for 
staff time or for a contract 
position with an arborist. I 
would suggest this could be 
called the proactive urban 
pruning program or PUP, 
another one of the acro-
nyms that might take off,” 
he said with a laugh. 

“Regardless of how it’s 
done, staff or contract, 
there needs to be a continu-
ity in the program. Proac-
tive pruning of trees when 
they’re young and pruning 
more frequently has many 
benefits. It is much more 
cost effective. There’s less 
stress on the tree. It creates 
a much more attractive 
tree. The impacts on pedes-
trians and vehicles can 
pre-emptively be avoided,” 
he said of efforts to avoid 
having trees overhanging 
sidewalks and roadways.

While the maintenance 
efforts won’t be seeing a 
new budget line this year, 
the township will continue 
to provide support to 
Bauman’s efforts while 
working on a longer-term 
plan for regular care of 
trees on township property, 
as discussed Monday night.

→ FROM 8

TREES: Improving the canopy

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

ITS EFFORTS TO BRING 
ON-FARM business into 
legal compliance moving 
slowly, Woolwich is turning 
to an outside contractor to 
speed up the work.

In hiring Stantec 
Consulting to carry on 
with the review started in 
2020 by township staff, 
Woolwich also plans to levy 
fees against noncompliant 
businesses with the aim 
of recovering its costs. 
The company will be paid 
$107,000 to do the review.

Where staff efforts to 
visit farms to check for ille-
gal operations have so far 
covered less than a third of 
the township, the consul-
tant is expected to finish in 
a year rather than the five 
or six years it would take 
staff to do the work.

“Staff basically started 
at the north end of the 
township and are working 
our way down. It is a slow 
process – we do about 50 
properties at a time – and 

right now we’ve done about 
a third of the township. 
It’s probably going to take 
us another few years to 
get through the rest of 
the township,” manager 
of planning Jeremy Vink 
told councillors meeting 
January 23.

In looking to have the 
noncompliant farm busi-
nesses pay for the program, 
the township is eyeing a 
$2,000 fee beyond stan-
dard rates for, say, a zoning 
change.

“Let’s say in this case a 
site-plan application for an 
on-farm diversified use is 
$2,500. If we find them and 
we have to deal with them 
through an enforcement 
process, we charge them 
an extra $2,000 because 
the costs incurred to go 
through all this – for staff 
time, working with them, 
etc. – is a lot more work,” 
Vink explained.

The idea was quickly 
endorsed, with Coun. Eric 
Schwindt the lone holdout. 
He called for a hiatus from 
the program rather than 

Woolwich turns to consultant to 
continue vetting on-farm businesses

pushing ahead with new 
costs this year. But others 
argued in favour of the 
expedited service.

“For us to have this 
review completed within a 
year is appealing, and it can 
put everybody on a level 
playing field. Who knows 
how much it could bring in 
for the township? Maybe 
we’re out of pocket at the 
end of the day, having to 
pay this consultant and not 
recovering some of those 
funds, said Coun. Nathan 
Cadeau, noting the faster 
process would be fairer.

“I think there’s a lot of 
people that have already 
started paying these fees 
and if we stop the program 
now it’s not fair to them. 
We need to continue. We 
will probably recover our 
costs even though we 
have to hire the consul-
tant, so I think we need to 
move forward and get this 
finished,” agreed Coun. 
Bonnie Bryant.

Vink noted that property 
owners operating noncom-
pliant farm businesses 

could avoid the extra 
fees by coming forward 
pre-emptively.

Township planning staff 
began contacting farm 
operators in 2020, seeking 
out non-compliant oper-
ations and trying to bring 
them back into conformity 
with zoning bylaws and the 
building code.

The township allows 
farm owners to operate 
businesses on their proper-
ties as long as the ventures 
are secondary to the agri-
cultural operation and the 
operation conforms to all 
the legal obligations of any 
other business. A number 
of legal issues have been 
identified over the years, 
including zoning issues, 
with Vink noting the larg-
est issue has been building 
code compliance: many 
of the structures housing 
the businesses have been 
found noncompliant with 
the likes of electrical, 
safety and fire-suppres-
sion issues. Correcting the 
deficiencies can cost tens 
of thousands of dollars.

Members of the Paradise and 
District Lions Club – Brenda 
Heinrich, Bill Carswell, Jan-
et Pfaffinger, Mark Koenig, 
John Pfaffinger, Paul Marshall 
and Brian Cunningham – re-
ceived a cheque Jan. 28 for 
$2,000 from Brian Bettridge, 
president of St Clements Old 
Saints hockey club. The mon-
ey was raised at the weekend 
hockey tournament, and will 
be put towards a memorial in 
St. Clements. Submitted



C L A S S I F I E D S  |  19   Thursday, February 2, 2023 | THE OBSERVER

 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M

Obituary

Death Notice

KOEBEL, JUDY ANNE - With broken 
hearts, we announce the passing of 
our beautiful wife, mom, grandma and 
sister, Judy Anne Koebel (nee Linse-
man) at the age of 73, on Saturday, 
January 28, 2023, after a courageous, 
year-long battle with leukemia.

WAECHTER, GLEN - Peacefully with 
his wife by his side Glen Waechter in 
his 67th year passed away at home on 
January 24, 2023

WAGLER, MABEL - Mabel Wagler 
passed away peacefully at Knollcrest 
Lodge, Milverton on Tuesday, January 
24, 2023, in her 92nd year.

Ament, Edwin “Ed”
Passed away peacefully on Thursday, 
January 26, 2023 at Freeport Health 
Centre at the age of 85 years. Beloved 
husband for 65 years of Marie 
(Johnston) Ament. Dear father of 
Ric and Corrine, Randy and Lori, 
and Rhonda and Shawn Brubacher. 
Loving grandpa of Avery, Mallory 
(Scott); Rachelle (Mike), Ryan (Blaire); 
Mya and Ayla; and great-grandpa of 
Jordan and Scotlynn. Predeceased 
by his parents Alexander and Mae 
(McKeown) Ament. Ed worked as a 
millwright at Uniroyal Chemical for 
46 years. He was a dedicated camper 
and loved long summers at his trailer 
on Miller Lake. He was also an avid 
motorcyclist. Honouring Ed’s wishes, 
cremation will take place and there 
will be no visitation or funeral service. 
A private family burial will occur at a 
later date. Donations in Ed’s memory 
to Grand River Regional Cancer Centre 
would be appreciated, and may be 
made through the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Happy 50th  
Wedding Anniversary

to Randy and Gail Meyer

Lots of love from your family

Anniversary

Reger, Harold 
July 28, 1931 – January 25, 2023

Harold Reger of Auburn, formerly of 
St. Jacobs, passed away at Alexandra 
Marine and General Hospital, 
Goderich, on Wednesday, January 25, 
2023 at the age of 91 years. Beloved 
husband of the late Donna (Harrison) 
Reger (October 21, 2015). Lovingly 
remembered by his sister Elaine 
(Reger) Greenhous, and brothers Paul 
(Josephine) and Richard (Lynda), as 
well as many nieces, nephews and 
their families. Predeceased by his 
parents Salome (Snider) and Harvey 
Reger, six brothers and four sisters. 
Harold grew up in Elmira, and was 
a longtime, faithful employee of 
B.F. Goodrich, Kitchener. He was an 
avid sportsman; happiest when he 
was fishing and hunting. He was a 
competitive and successful marksman 
in Ontario and the United States, 
thanks to his ‘shooting shed,’ which 
helped him hone his marksman skills. 
Harold also enjoyed gardening, and 
both living on and maintaining his 
rural property. Family and friends 
were always welcome. Harold was 
caring, kind, and generous, and 
loved to share family memories with 
those around him. He will be deeply 
missed. The family would like to thank 
Goderich Place staff for their support 
and caring. Our thanks to friends, 
especially Gary Hewitt; neighbours, 
and members of his church for their 
kindness and friendship. At Harold’s 
request, there will be no funeral home 
visitation or service. A private family 
graveside service in Elmira Union 
Cemetery will take place at a later date. 
As expressions of sympathy, donations 
to St. James Lutheran Church, Elmira 
or the Mennonite Central Committee 
would be appreciated by the family, 
and may be made through the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. ‘A 
brother has a special place in the heart 
that nothing can ever change.’ We will 
miss you brother!

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Family Album 
Advertising

Single:  
$28 per insertion 
Double:  
$38 per insertion 
Triple:  
$48 per insertion

Announce 
it in the 

Observer.

 Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/
order-family-album

Advertisement

Staff, students and family attended a winter assembly at John Mahood PS Jan. 25 where medals were 
awarded to 10 students for their Remembrance Day posters and poems. Elmira Legion president Gary 
Schaefer and youth education chairman Richard Clausi took part.  Submitted

observerxtra.com/snowdayUpload your
photos here:

1. Make a snow 
    creation & name it
2. Take a picture 

with creator(s)
3. Upload photo
4. See it in the 

Observer 

1. Make a snow 

observerxtra.com/letters

Write a letter to the 
editor and submit it 
online today.
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 469, 
Elmira this week announced that the colour 
poster entry by Shana Mitchell of EDSS 
ranked first in the Elmira Branch, first in Zone 
2, first in District C and second in Ontario 
Provincial Command.

After a long hiatus caused by the pandemic, 
the Woolwich Community Lions Club has 
relaunched its trivia challenge in conjunction 
with the Floradale Friends of Dog Guides 
LBC. Teams of 8 compete against each other 
through 10 rounds of questions from differ-
ent categories. The event is set for Saturday 
(Feb. 4) at 7 p.m. at the Lions Hall in Elmira. 

Kudos galore for poster Lions’ trivia night returns

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My 
friend was diagnosed 
with a thoracic aortic an-
eurysm. What causes this 
type of aneurysm, and 
how fast does it grow? 
Also, how are thoracic 
aortic aneurysms treated?

ANSWER: A thoracic 
aortic aneurysm occurs 
when one or more areas 
along the wall of the 
aorta – the body's largest 
blood vessel – becomes 
weak or damaged. The 
aorta carries oxygen-filled 

Treating thoracic aortic aneurysms

blood from the heart 
to the body, including 
the brain. With time, 
the pressure of blood 
flowing through the 
weakened area can cause 
it to enlarge or bulge – 
typically without signs or 
symptoms.

Most commonly, bulges 
occur in the abdomen, 

called an abdomi-
nal aortic aneurysm. 
However, aneurysms also 
can develop closer to the 
heart in the chest area, 
and these aneurysms can 
develop in the ascend-
ing aorta or descending 
thoracic aorta.

The main concern with 
aortic aneurysms in the 
chest is a tear, or dissec-
tion – or more seriously 
a rupture that allows 
blood to leak into the 
aorta's lining or into the 
body. With a dissection or 

rupture, it's important to 
quickly recognize these 
symptoms:
 Sharp, severe or 

sudden chest or 
upper back pain that 
radiates downward, 
or includes the jaw, 
neck or arms.

 Difficulty breathing 
or swallowing.

 Clamminess.
 Immediate emer-

gency care, includ-
ing open-chest 
surgery, is necessary 
for a dissection or 

rupture. Unfor-
tunately, dissec-
tions and ruptures 
often are fatal.

Most aortic aneurysms 
are small, and they 
develop slowly, although 
they can grow faster, 
particularly in people 
with a family history 
of aortic aneurysms or 
with a genetic condition 
related to the body’s 
connective tissues. If an 
aneurysm is larger or is 
found to be growing too 
quickly, elective surgery 

to repair the aneurysm 
may be considered. This 
may involve open-chest 
surgery or an endovascu-
lar option where a stent 
is placed to cover the 
aneurysm. The goal is 
to remove the damaged 
section of the aorta and 
replace it with a synthetic 
tube, or graft, or allow the 
blood to flow through the 
stent graft instead.

Men are much more 
likely than women 
to develop a thoracic 

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

A GROUP OF BRESLAU 
PUBLIC School students 
have taken it upon them-
selves to have a more 
active role at their school.

So far this year, the 
Grade 7 and 8 students 
that form the leadership 
group have taken the lead 
in several events, includ-
ing a play day in October 
for younger students, a 
food drive that collected 55 
boxes of items for the food 
bank, a hat and mitt drive, 
a movie night and an arts 
night. 

“I wanted to do it 
because when I was in 
younger grades, kids in 
Grade 7 and 8 helped 
out with stuff and I want 
to continue that for the 
younger grades,” said 
Moraya Dasilva of the 
motivation for the leader-
ship group.

“You would always look 
up to the older kids, so I 
want to be one of those 
role models for them,” 
added Tavia Cowburn of 
providing activities for the 

younger students.
The food drive required 

a team effort from all 
involved.

“We had a team of 
at least 10 people that 
every day for two weeks 
we would go from class 
to class and collect food 
donations from students 
and teachers,” explained 
Luke Manson.

Meeting every Thursday 
during their second break, 
the leadership group has 
also spearheaded daily 
activities throughout the 
year, including announce-
ments, providing support 
to teachers of younger 
students during lunch 
hour, as well refereeing 
and scorekeeping of junior 
intramural sports. 

They have also run a 
nutrition for learning 
program that sees them 
keep two carts stocked 
with food items on a 
daily basis. This requires 
students to sacrifice time 
during breaks and their 
lunch hour.

“If you need something 
because you’re hungry, 
you can always just go grab 

Going above and beyond the usual school activities

Students in Breslau Public School’s leadership group include Luke Manson, Caleb Douglas, Brinley Cartier, Tavia Cowburn and Moraya 
Dasilva. Bill Atwood

Leadership group at Breslau PS has taken on a wide variety of projects, particularly those aimed at younger students

“They have to come 
early in the morning for 
announcements. Our 
movie night was for our 
community to get them 
back into the school. And 
we had to stay after school, 

→ MAYO CLINIC 23

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

Peace of Mind Promised
Every appointment we include a visual inspection

The technicians start off your appointment with a test drive to make sure it is driving safely. 
They then bring the vehicle into the shop starting the inspection with an exterior light check. 

Once it is up on the hoist we look under the vehicle to make sure visually there are no 
obvious concerns. If there are any the technician will let your service advisor know & from 

there you will be contacted. They then proceed to the task that you booked in for.

This way you can drive away from your appointment, confi dently 
knowing everything that is going on with your vehicle.

Maintaining your car and your schedule
Learn more about how we serve you on our website!

The technicians start off your appointment with a test drive to make sure it is driving safely. 
They then bring the vehicle into the shop starting the inspection with an exterior light check. 

whatever you want. And 
it’s anyone can grab what-
ever because then it’s less 
awkward for everybody,” 
explained Cowburn.

Teacher Chris Wade said 
that while being a part 
of the leadership groups 

is time-consuming, the 
students are dedicated to 
making it successful.

“Everyone consistently 
shows up and helps. We 
have so many helpers that 
there are enough people, 
but it’s a lot of work. 

Because there’s so many 
people and it’s a lot of time 
that some of them take to 
do these events, because 
there’s always something 
that occurs or something 
that’s happening,” Wade 
said. → LEADERSHIP 24
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Lettuce belongs in 
more than just salad!

For ground beef that’s 
moist and tender 

instead of tough, we turn to 
an ingredient that’s more 
common in cookie and 
cake recipes: baking soda. 
Mixing the raw ground 
beef with baking soda 
changes the meat’s pH 
(how acidic it is), making it 
harder for proteins to link 
up as the beef cooks. (Too 

many linked-up proteins 
create tough meat.) The 
result: a tender filling 
that’s a perfect match for 
crunchy lettuce, tangy 
pickles, and a spicy sauce.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Sizzling Beef Lettuce Wraps
▢ 1 cup (8 ounces) 
unseasoned rice vine-
gar

▢ 3 tbsp sugar

▢ 1⁄2 tsp salt

▢ 4 Persian cucum-
bers, sliced into 
half-moons

▢ 1⁄4 cup mayonnaise

▢ 1 to 2 teaspoons 
sriracha sauce

▢ 3 tablespoons soy 
sauce

▢ 2 tbsp packed brown 
sugar

▢ 4 garlic cloves, 

peeled and minced

▢ 1 tbsp toasted 
sesame oil

▢ 1 pound 85% lean 
ground beef

▢ 2 tbsp water

▢ 1⁄4 tsp baking soda

▢ 1 head Bibb lettuce 
(8 ounces), leaves 
separated

▢ 1⁄2 cup fresh cilantro 
leaves

▢ 4 scallions, dark 
green parts only, sliced 
thin

1. For quick pickles: 
In a medium micro-
wave-safe bowl, 
combine vinegar, 
sugar and salt. Heat 
mixture in micro-
wave until it’s hot 
and begins to bubble 
at the edges, 1 to 2 
minutes. Stir mixture 
with spoon until 
sugar dissolves. 
Add cucumbers to 
the bowl and stir to 
combine. Let mixture 
sit, stirring occasion-
ally, for 45 minutes. 
(Pickles can be 
refrigerated in brine 
for up to 1 week.)

2.  In a small bowl, 
stir mayonnaise and 
sriracha until well 
combined; set aside.

3. In a second small 
bowl, combine soy 
sauce, brown sugar, 
garlic and oil.

4. In a medium bowl, 
use wooden spoon to 
mix beef, water, and 
baking soda until well 
combined. Let beef 

sit at room tempera-
ture for 5 minutes.

5. Add beef mixture 
to 12-inch nonstick 
skillet. Cook over 
medium-high heat, 
breaking up meat 
into small pieces, 
until no longer pink, 
8 to 10 minutes.

6. Add soy sauce 
mixture to skillet 
(sauce will bubble up) 
and stir to combine. 
Cook until most of 
liquid evaporates, 
3 to 4 minutes.

7. Transfer beef to 1 
side of serving plat-
ter. Arrange lettuce 
leaves on the other 
side of the platter.

8.  Place pickled 
cucumbers, cilantro, 
and scallions in indi-
vidual serving bowls. 
To serve, fill lettuce 
leaves with beef 
mixture and top with 
pickled cucumbers, 
cilantro, scallions, and 
sriracha mayonnaise.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Bringing 
Peacemaking Home

9:30am

Charleen Jongejan Harder preaching

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2
▢ Jam at The Junction, Elmira, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Musi-
cians are welcome to come and join the “base” band 
and play some fun music with us. If you can play or 
sing, bring a song or two that you can take the lead 
on, or just play/sing along. Popcorn, coffee and pop 
are served for anyone who wants to just come and 
listen, or meet friends.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3
▢ Friday Food at the Elmira Legion. Doors open at 4 
p.m., serving at 5:45 p.m. Menu: quiche, salad, roll, 
dessert, $10/plate. Join us in the lounge. All welcome.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8
▢ Senior’s Community Dining at Wellesley Commu-
nity Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for lunch and fellowship. Cost $12. Must regis-
ter by noon on February 3 by calling 519-664-1900.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9
▢ Woodside Evergreen for Seniors at Woodside 
Church, Elmira, 10:30 a.m. “Eating Well for Less” 
by Amy Sonnenberg.  Music by Carol McKinley and 
Gordon Wright and Encouraging Words by Pastor 
Daniel Moes.  Donation $10 includes hot lunch. 
Preregister by February 5  at www.woodsidechurch.
ca/evergreen or 519-669-1296.

▢ Senior’s Community Dining at  Breslau Community 
Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you to join 
us for lunch and fellowship. Cost $12. Must register 
by noon on February 3 by calling 519-664-1900.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10
▢ Friday Food at the Elmira Legion. Doors open at 4 
p.m., serving at 5:45 p.m. Menu: Turkey a la King, 
salad, dessert $10/plate. Join us in the lounge.

▢ Seniors Valentine’s Day Dinner and Dance at 
Hygate Active Senior Living, Waterloo from 6 p.m. to 
10 p.m. $22/person. Menu: 1 pc fish and chip dinner. 
Live music, dance and door prizes. Call Stacey to buy 
your tickets 519-501-1131

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
▢ Fruit Tree Grafting Workshop at the Elmira Library 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Learn about the history and  
process of grafting fruit trees with a close up look at 
cleft grafting. Featuring local gardener Fred Lichti.
Registration required. Free, register at aroberts@
woolwich.ca or 519-514-7027.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17
▢ Friday Food at the Elmira Legion. Doors open at 4 
p.m., serving at 5:45 p.m. Menu: meatloaf, mashed, 
veggies, salad, roll, dessert, $10/plate. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20
▢ Woolwich Gardeners February Speaker. Join us at 
St. James Lutheran Church, Elmira, 7 p.m. with 
Speaker Karin Davidson-Taylor (Royal Botanical 
Gardens). She will speak on “Healing Plants”.  Free-
will donation for non-members. Open to the public. 
“Lug a Mug” for refreshments and treats.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21
▢ Tuesday Take-out Lunch at Gale Presbyterian 
Church.  Drive-thru pick-up from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. $12/meal. Menu: meatloaf, mashed potatoes 
with gravy, vegetable, salad, bread and cherry 
cheesecake. RSVP by Fri. Feb 17 (noon) to office@
galepresbyterian.com or 519-669-2852.

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordFind-A-Word THEME: JOBSWord of the Week

ACROSS
1. Once around the track
4. Dalai ___
8. Come to mind
13. Adaptable truck, 

for short
14. Religious figure
15. Inhaled
16. Certain blend
19. Nightmares
20. Officiates
21. "Uh-uh"
22. 1940's-60's 

world leader
23. Eastern royals
25. Scuffle
27. Algonquian 

tribe member
31. Bull markets
34. Title of the 

German nobility
36. Carnegie ___ 

University
37. Genius
40. Clay-and-

water mixture
41. Old fool
42. Even if, briefly
43. Jellied garnish
44. First word of 

"Jabberwocky"
46. Cascades peak
50. Flightless birds
54. Harvest goddess
57. "Beowulf," e.g.

58. Seafood dish
59. Sells buildings
62. Red shade
63. Go through
64. Beak of a bird
65. Slip and ___
66. Bone-dry
67. 24 hours

DOWN
1. Fictional burglar 

Arsene
2. Answer
3. Bony food fish
4. Cheese from the 

historical Duchy 
of Limburg

5. Berry in diet pills

6. Back-to-work 
time: Abbr.

7. Bone cavities
8. Game Venue
9. Brouhaha
10. Religious image: Var.
11. "Buona ___" (Italian 

greeting)

12. Countercurrent
15. Call at first
17. Gang land
18. Dusk, to Donne
23. Certain thick-

piled rugs
24. Bank deposit
26. Bohemian
28. Came down
29. ___ pit (rock 

concert area)
30. Digging, so to speak
31. "Major" animal
32. Successful 

runners, for short
33. Atlantic fish
35. Farm Credit Canada
36. Cat call
38. Ndonesian dagger
39. Greek letter
45. Catch, as flies
47. Church alcove
48. Boozehound
49. Autocrats of old
51. Correct, as text
52. Breathing problem
53. Wait
54. Tolkien creatures
55. Leave in a hurry, 

with "out"
56. Wrapped garment
58. Brand, in a way
60. Ceiling
61. Golf peg

ACROSS
1. Preserve for 

burial
7. Dormmate
8. Ailing
9. Classical ballet 

technique
10. African fly

DOWN
1. Blow
2. Old hi-fis
3. Long knife
4. Flower spike
5. Airs
6. Fight

 BAKER
 BUYER
 CASHIER
 CHEF

 CLEANER
 CLERK
 COOK
 COURIER

 DOCTOR
 DRIVER
 EDITOR
 FARMER

 LAWYER
 LECTURER
 MANAGER
 NANNY

 NURSE
 PILOT
 TURNER
 TUTOR

 TYPIST
 WAITER
 WELDER

RUBRIC
"an established rule, tradition, or custom” or 
“something under which a thing is classed.” 

16

If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

Reserve
Now!

Reserve

Featuring
Hot & Cold Buffet, Omelette station, 
Salad Bar, Roast Beef, Dessert table, 

hot coffee and much more!

Valentine's Brunch
—  Sat. Feb. 11th 10:30 am-2:30 pm  — 

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.ca | www.chefduff.ca

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

www.elmirainsurance.ca 8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca
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Portuguese Style Tomato Soup 
 ▢ 1/2 lb double-

smoked bacon, diced

 ▢ 1 pkg. chorizo, 
sliced

 ▢ 1 large red onion, 
diced

 ▢ 1 red chili, minced

 ▢ 3-4 garlic cloves, 
minced

 ▢ 6-8 roma toma-
toes, seeded and 
diced

 ▢ 1 jar passata 
(strained tomatoes)

 ▢ 1-2 L veggie stock

 ▢ 1 cup calrose rice

 ▢ Salt, pepper, bay 
leaves, savoury herbs, 
chili powder

 ▢ Garnish: cilantro

1. Cook the bacon 
over medium heat until 
partially done, add 
chorizo and lightly colour.

2. Add in onions and 
chilis and stir until well 
softened. Add garlic 

and continue for addi-
tional seconds.

3. Add tomatoes, liquids 
and other seasonings and 
allow to come to a boil.

4. Reduce to a simmer 

for about 20 minutes.

5. Add raw rice and 
simmer while stir-
ring frequently until 
rice is softened.

6. Finish with cilantro.

Something spicy now  
that it’s February

Portugal is consid-
ered one of the great 

passionate “amour” coun-
tries along with its neigh-
bours, Spain, France and, of 
course, Italy.

Here’s a recipe that’s red 
in colour so we’re already 
on our way. And it’s hot too, 
just like passion!

How did Portugal get 
associated with hot (spicy) 
foods, anyway? That’s not 
consistent with its other 
Mediterranean neighbours.

You may of heard of 
“peri peri” (or piri piri), 
which is a spicy Portu-
guese sauce.

Portuguese explor-
ers in the 15th century 
discovered an African 
chili pepper which they 
brought home, incorpo-

rated some European 
ingredients and created 
the now famous sauce! 
The namesake actually 
means “pepper-pepper” 
in Swahili, which makes a 
sauce so nice, they named 
it twice!

This is a delicious soup, 
and while not a “peri peri” 
recipe it’s still very very 
tasty and takes on some 
heat from the both the 
chorizo and, of course, the 
addition of chili peppers.

 ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of 
St. Jacobs, which hosts private events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast and lunch 
in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

CHEF   
DUFF  

Recipes from  
the chef's table

A positive start to the new year

The holidays have 
come and gone, and 

vacations and get-togeth-
ers with family and friends 
are complete. For many of 
us, going back to the daily 
grind can leave us feeling 
quite blue. But it is a new 
year, and in the spirit of 
new beginnings, we can 
start to nurture positive 
thinking and reap its bene-
fits all year through.

Positive thinking is an 
emotional and mental 
attitude that focuses on 
the good at any given time. 
Instead of being a person-
ality trait that one either 
has or does not, it is really a 
skill, choice, and habit you 
can develop.

Positive thinking is not 
about ignoring or making 
light of the challenges we 
face every day. It is about 
approaching life with the 
belief that things will go 
well and if they don’t go 
well, that we will have the 
ability and courage to get 
through tough times.

This attitude has a great 
impact on your health. 
Improved sleep, lower 
blood pressure, and better 
pain tolerance are just 
some of the health benefits 
of positive thinking. When 
it comes to mental health, 
positive thinking reduces 
stress and depression, 

improves mood, increases 
ability to manage strong 
emotions, and can increase 
empathy. Socially, people 
who practice positive 
thinking have improved 
relationship satisfaction, 
are less lonely, and have 
better coping skills.

Get started on the path 
to positive thinking with 
these steps:

Nurture relationships: 
Relationships are at the 
heart of your wellbeing and 
happiness. Nurture them 
and they will nurture you. 
Investing in relationships 
increases your support 
system and resources 
which makes you more 
resilient in challenging 
times and better equipped 
to practice positive think-
ing. Relationships are 
cultivated by practicing 
kindness and cultivating 
an appreciation for others.

Be intentional: Take 
the time to reflect on the 
activities and relationships 
that bring you joy. Direct 
your time and attention to 
savouring these moments. 
Express gratitude to people 
in your life whose support 
you value.

Be your own cham-
pion: Celebrate your 
successes – you may have 
worked hard and waited 
long for this moment. 
Give yourself grace when 
the unexpected happens. 

Use your gifts and 
abilities: For many of us, 
identifying our gifts or 
strengths can be diffi-
cult as we are often our 
own worst critics. But 
remember, your gifts lie 
in the place where your 
values, passions, and 
strengths meet. Using the 
skills that you enjoy will 
increase positive think-
ing and gratitude, leading 
to more happiness and 
contentment in everyday 
life.

Seek out variety: 
Expand your horizons 
and seek out different 
experiences. Spread out 
indulgences over time to 
avoid forming bad habits.

Anticipate happiness, 
health, and success while 
cultivating gratitude for 
your own successes and 
that of others. Get started 
on the path to positive 
thinking today. 

 ↆ This article is brought to 
you by Woolwich Counselling 
Centre. Check out their 
upcoming small group therapy 
sessions and workshops at www.
woolwichcounselling.org. 

 ▢ Your Mental 
Wellbeing 
Woolwich 
Counselling Centre

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu.  
For more information, visit  
www.mayoclinic.org.

aortic aneurysm. Most 
commonly, the condition 
starts to occur in people 
in their 50s and 60s, 
although it may not be 
detected until decades 
later, if at all.

A family history of 
aortic aneurysm puts 
you at increased risk. 
Genetic connective 
tissue disorders – Marfan 
syndrome, Ehlers-Danlos 
syndrome and Loeys-Di-
etz syndrome – dramat-
ically increase your risk. 
Those born with just two, 
rather than three, leaflets, 
or cusps, of the aortic 
valve – a condition called 

bicuspid aortic valve – are 
at increased risk.

Other factors that 
increase the risk of a 
thoracic aortic aneu-
rysm include high blood 
pressure; smoking; high 
cholesterol levels; and 
development of blood 
vessel hardening and 
clogging, or atheroscle-
rosis.

People at highest risk 
– those with a family 
history plus one or more 
other risk factors – should 
ask their primary health 
care provider about 
having an echocardio-
gram to look for a thoracic 
aneurysm, even in the 

absence of signs or symp-
toms. Surgery generally 
is recommended for 
thoracic aortic aneurysms 
with a diameter of 5.5 
centimetres or larger, 
and at smaller diameters, 
depending on the under-
lying cause of an aneu-
rysm.

A visit with a vascular 
or endovascular special-
ist may be warranted 
depending on the findings 
of the screening.

MAYO CLINIC: Those with higher risks should be tested
→ FROM 20

An illustration of an aneurysm.
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628 King St. N, Waterloo
519-886-3030

by Home Depot,
Staples, Beer Store Plaza

Not valid with any other offers. Tax extra. Offer expires February 28, 2023 
Valid at: 628 King St. N. Waterloo

Not valid with any other offers. Tax extra. Offer expires February 28, 2023 
Valid at: 628 King St. N. Waterloo

BOGO 

2 CAN DINE
FOR $1399

Buy one medium or smaller Blizzard® and get 
another medium or smaller Blizzard® for $1.99 

BLIZZARD®

2 Two Cheese Deluxe Double Burger Combos for $13.992 Two Cheese Deluxe Double Burger Combos for $13.99

2 Two Cheese 
Deluxe Double 
Burger Combos

$199

Not valid with any other offers. Tax extra. 
Offer expires February 28, 2023 
Valid at: 628 King St. N. Waterloo

8” or larger cake

$5 OFF
PLU# 25936

PLU# 21948

PLU# 21971

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-SAT 9AM-6PM
SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

AREAAREA
RUGS RUGS 
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SCAN ME
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  $339999
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  $999999
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STONESTONE
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STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM
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NEWNEW
ARRIVALARRIVAL

SOLID SOLID 
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MAPLEMAPLE VINYL &VINYL &

 LAMINATE  LAMINATE 
MOULDINGSMOULDINGS

100’S OF 100’S OF 
COLOURSCOLOURS
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BASEBOARDS

of or artists that they 
haven’t heard – there are a 
couple of really wonderful 
gems [on tap].”

Also on the menu is 
putting their own spin on 
some classics.

“One of the other tunes 
we’re doing in the show 
is the great standard 
‘Laura,’ which we’ve done 
a number of times – my 
daughter’s name is Laura 
and I always love that tune. 
We’ve usually done it as 
a nice little ballad. This 
time, well, let’s mix it up 
a little bit: we’re going to 
do it as a nice, easy bossa 
nova. We’ve never done it 
in that direction, so it’ll be 
new for the audience as 
well as us.”

Larson’s Friday night 
show will be followed by 
the second concert in the 
series, the New Vibes Jazz 
Quintet, with special guest 
Laura Anglade. The band’s 
interpretation of jazz 
standards will be joined 
by Anglade’s take on the 
Great American Songbook, 
as well as tunes from her 
latest CD, Venez donc chez 
moi.

The series continues 
March 3 and 4 with Steal-

Larry Larson and his trumpet will be on stage at the Registry 
Theatre Friday evening. Submitted

ing Dan, the popular big 
band that draws on the 
music of jazz-rock pioneers 
Steely Dan. On March 31, 
it’s local favourites Top 
Pocket, who appeared in 
the first Jazz at The Regis-
try series, making a return. 
And the series wraps up 
May 12 with K-W native 
John Tank making the trek 
up from New York City to 

celebrate his 80th birth-
day, joined by Bernie 
Senensky on piano, Ted 
Warren on drums and 
Neil Swainson on bass.

Tickets for each of the 
shows is $30, available 
online at www.thereg-
istrytheatre.com, by 
calling 519-578-1570 or at 
the door before the show 
gets underway.

JAZZ NIGHT: Larry Larson’s Jazz Guys open the 15th 
anniversary series at the Registry Theatre in Kitchener

→ FROM 15

we had dinner, we sold 
snacks and we put on a 
movie night. But that 
takes hours of extra time 
that people are giving. 
All these things occurred 
during school, but they 
take outside of school 
time as well to plan,” 
Wade added.

That commitment has 
helped the group meet 
the challenges it has faced 
along the way, student 
Brinley Cartier said.

“Planning events 
can sometimes be hard 
because sometimes you 
run into trouble – for 
doing an outdoor event, 
there’s weather, and 
you kind of have to get 
all the pieces to match 
up and you need every-
body to help, which I feel 
like we’ve been pretty 
successful with this year, 
having everybody help, 
because leadership is 
such a strong team this 
year,” she said.

“They don’t have to do 
it. But they choose to,” 
Manson added.

Future items the lead-
ership team is planning 
include a carnival event, 
working with the Marillac 
Place shelter, a spring 
food drive, and the Grade 
8 celebration.

→ FROM 20

LEADERSHIP: 
Taking it all on

The leadership group at Breslau PS. Bill Atwood
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