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Valentine's
GIVEAWAY! 

Conway Furniture wants to spread the love this February with our

*Giveaway open to Ontario residents who reside within our delivery area only (75 km radius of Listowel). 

TWO lucky winners will receive a La-Z-Boy Rocker Recliner.
We are giving away the 512 Pinnacle Rocker to the online entrance winner 
and the 709 Jasper Rocker to someone who enters in-store.

HOW TO ENTER: 
To enter the giveaway, visit:
www.conwayfurniture.com and fill in the 
online form; simply enter your name, 
phone number and address to enter.

Draw will end February 28, 2023

Jasper 709 

Pinnacle 512 
Visit Conway Furniture 
& La-Z-Boy Comfort Studio, 
just east of Listowel, Ontario! 
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WE’VE GOT YOUR TIRES!
NEED WINTER TIRES?

Residents push for Wellesley council to reduce 14 % tax hike
Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

A GROUP OF WELLESLEY 
RESIDENTS looking for the 
township to reduce a planned 
14 per cent tax hike brought the 
argument home to councillors 
meeting Tuesday night.

More than 50 people of all 
ages shuffled uncomfortably in 

Wellesley residents concerned about rising taxes gathered outside council chambers in Crosshill Tuesday night, then crammed in for the meeting, looking for council to change course. Leah Gerber

their bulky winter coats as they 
waited to listen to the delega-
tion from Kelly Rakowski repre-
senting citizens’ concerns over 
the increase that will add some 
$179 to the township portion of 
property tax bills, based on an 
average assessment of $389,000.

The tax increase comes from 
a combination of a previously 
approved 7.7 per cent increase 

to cover the debenture of the 
new recreation centre, and this 
year’s tax increases to cover 
inflation, a greening levy and a 
new one per cent infrastructure 
levy. 

“We are holding the protest 
for three reasons,” said Kelly 
Rakowsi, a resident of Wellesley 
village and a volunteer with 
Concerned Citizens of Welles-

ley Township (formerly St. 
Clements Organized). “One is 
to show our frustration at the 
tax increase. Number two is 
to show our frustration at the 
lack of transparency and three, 
because we want better gover-
nance.”

Rakowski says the group’s 
members would like to see 
the council revisit the budget 

motion they passed, and to see 
a total tax increase of about half 
the approved rate. 

“Whether that means that 
the facility takes much, much 
longer to pay off in debt, some-
thing has to give, because we 
have people that are talking 
about needing to move and you 
have seniors on fixed incomes 

→ WELLESLEY 7
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TWIN MATTRESS $699
DOUBLE MATTRESS $749
KING MATTRESS $999

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$799

WHITNEYWHITNEY
2-SIDED2-SIDED
EUROTOPEUROTOP
• Flippable Mattress!
• 1166 Pocket Coils
• Viscose Foam Layer
• 2” High Density Foam
• Double Fibre Pad/Lumbar Support

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$299
TWIN MATTRESS $249
DOUBLE MATTRESS $279
KING MATTRESS $499

ADELINE 
EUROTOP

416-13 gauge spring coil system
Organic Bamboo Cover

Heavy duty fibre pad/lumbar support

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE...SLEEP-EZZZ.COM

REFLEXION ADJUSTABLE 

POWER BASES
CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
ONE FOR YOUR NEEDS

REFLEXION PULSE
•HEAD & FOOT LIFT COMFORT
•USB PORTS

CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
ONE FOR YOUR NEEDS

REFLEXION PULSE
•HEAD & FOOT LIFT COMFORT

LIFT BASES 
FROM

ALEXIS
POCKET COIL
816 Zoned Pocket Coils 
with Gel Memory Foam
plus Memory Foam

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

SAVE 
$700

$899
FROM

$899899899$$899899

LISA 
PILLOWTOP
POCKET COIL
816 Zoned Pocket Coils 
with Gel Memory Foam
plus Memory Foam 
plus Latex

SAVE 
$800

TWIN
MATTRESS

$129
CASH & CARRY ONLY

WATERLOO
354 KING ST. N.,
519-746-5056

ON KING, SOUTH OF COLUMBIA 
IN THE AYRES BULK FOOD BUILDING

MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, CLOSED SUNDAYS

KITCHENER
844 COURTLAND AVE., EAST

519-579-7778
AT THE EXPRESSWAY BESIDE 

JAMIESON TRUCK RENTAL
MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, SUN 12-5

CAMBRIDGE
415 HESPELER RD.

519-624-2495
CORNER OF HESPELER & BISHOP

-ACROSS FROM MCDONALDS
MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, SUN 12-5

C
O
U
P
O
N

PLUS

$200 OFF
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

ANY
TEMPUR-PEDIC 

MATTRESS
PLUS

NO TAX

GARNET
POCKET COIL
• Comfort Pocket Coils
• Bamboo Cover
• Insulator Pad
• 11/2” Bio Comfort Foam
• 1/2” Bio Trizone Visco

     QUEEN 
       MATTRESS

   $599

SAVE 
$600

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

     QUEEN 
       MATTRESS

      $$699699

     QUEEN      QUEEN 
       MATTRESS       MATTRESS

      $$799799

TRI-ZONE
POCKET-COIL

TRI-ZONE
POCKET-COIL

FOAM 
ENCASED

VISCO
MEMORY 

FOAM

VISCO
MEMORY 

FOAM

BROOKLYN 
EUROTOP
• 416-13 gauge spring 

coil system 
• Organic Cotton Cover
• Heavy duty fibre pad 

with lumbar support

CHARLOTTE 
PILLOWTOP
• 600-13 gauge spring coils 
• Bamboo Fabric Heavy duty 

fibre pad with lumbar support 
• Edge Guard

TWIN MATTRESS $329
DOUBLE MATTRESS $369
KING MATTRESS $599

TWIN MATTRESS $399
DOUBLE MATTRESS $479
KING MATTRESS $699

TWIN MATTRESS $499
DOUBLE MATTRESS $549
KING MATTRESS $799

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$399
  QUEEN MATTRESS

$499
  QUEEN MATTRESS

$599

MEAGAN
POCKET COIL
• 972 Tri-zone Pocket Coils
• Parameter Foam Support
• Extra Lumbar Support
• Bio-Foam, Eco-Friendly
• Bamboo Fabric

THE RENAISSANCE 
LUXURY FIRM 
• 1200 Zoned Comfort Pockets
• Gel Quilt Foam Layer
• An Extra Layer of BioFoam
• Ice Viscogel Added Layer

TWIN SET $799DOUBLE SET $899KING SET $1499

QUEEN MATTRESS& BOXSPRING!
ONLY$999

PLUS PLUS FREE EXPRESS DELIVERY

TWIN MATTRESS $599
DOUBLE MATTRESS $699
KING MATTRESS   $1299

QUEEN MATTRESS

$799

ENHANCE
TIGHT TOP
• 1” AirCool Foam
• 1/2” Gel Memory Foam
• 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam

TWIN MATTRESS $899
DOUBLE MATTRESS $999
KING MATTRESS   $1599

QUEEN MATTRESS

$1099

COASTAL
PILLOWTOP 
PLUSH
• 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam
• 1/2” Gel Memory Foam
• 2” BeautyTech Gel Foam

TWIN MATTRESS $1299
DOUBLE MATTRESS $1399
KING MATTRESS   $1999

QUEEN MATTRESS

$1499

EXISTANCE
EXTRA FIRM
• 1” RightTemp Wave Foam
• 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam
• 1/2” Beautyrest Gel Foam
• 1” BeautyTech Gel Foam

FREE EXPRESS DELIVERY
1” RightTemp Wave Foam
1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam
1/2” Beautyrest Gel Foam

1299
1399
1999

QUEEN MATTRESS

1499
1/2” Beautyrest Gel Foam
1” BeautyTech Gel Foam

MASSIVE WAREHOUSEMASSIVE WAREHOUSE
OVERSTOCK SALE!
MASSIVE WAREHOUSE
OVERSTOCK SALE!

ADELINE 

NO TAXNO TAXEVERY MATTRESS EVERY MATTRESS 
STOREWIDESTOREWIDE
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three Wellesley residents whose mailboxes are 
damaged by a township plow will be reim-
bursed by the municipality an amount equiv-
alent to the value of one standard black rural 
mailbox and one eight-foot pressure treated 
4” by 4” post. There are, however, more than 
a few caveats in the updated policy adopted 
by councillors Tuesday night.

The ‘I’s dotted and the ‘T’s crossed, all that 
remains is the actual construction to begin, at 
which point St. Jacobs will see some tangible 
evidence of a power centre a dozen years in 
the making. Longstanding agreements were 
finalized this week, as councils in Woolwich 
and Waterloo signed off on the paperwork 
for the Wal-Mart-anchored shopping area.
From the Feb. 9, 2008 edition of The Observer

Plowing on in Wellesley From the archives

ELMIRA DENTURE CLINIC
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira  519-669-1535

Province expands healthcare funding, looks to Ottawa for more support
Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

WHILE NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN PROVINCIAL 
PREMIERS and Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
are still ongoing regard-
ing how much health-

Barb Thomas and Deb Cserhalmi of the Floradale Friends of Dog Guides Lions Club Branch, Jim Stewart of the Elmira Kiwanis Club, Tina Reed of WCS, Nancy Booth of the Woolwich Community Lions and 
Marlene Chreech of the Floradale club were on hand Feb. 3 at the WCS office to present a cheque for $30,000, money collected by the service clubs in the run-up to the holidays. Leah Gerber

care funding the federal 
government should 
provide, Ontario’s system 
got a boost of its own.

Provincial Health Minis-
ter Sylvia Jones last week 
announced $30 million to 
create 18 new health teams 
across Ontario, part of the 

Ford government’s new 
healthcare plan dubbed 
“Your health: a plan for 
connected and convenient 
care.”

The plan will focus on 
three different areas or 
“pillars,” as the 50-page 
report describes them. 

Pillar one is titled “the 
right care in the right 
place.” This plan will 
focus on localizing care in 
Ontario. That includes the 
addition of health teams to 
the 54 that are already in 
existence. 

The plan will add up to 

1,200 physicians in the 
teams model over the next 
two years. It will also add 
eight more youth well-
ness hubs. The plan also 
repeated the announce-
ment of the January 1 
change that now allows 
pharmacists to prescribe → HEALTHCARE 5

medications for 13 minor 
ailments.

Pillar 2, “faster access 
to care,” aims to address 
surgical wait times and 
includes the issuing 
licenses to perform 
cataract surgeries to four 

Service clubs raise over $30,000 for WCS
Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

THEIR HOLIDAY 
LABOURS HAVING PAID 
big dividends, local service 
clubs were gathered last 
week to mark the donation 
of $30,000 to Woolwich 
Community Services.

Representatives from 
the Kiwanis Club of 
Elmira, the Floradale 
Friends of Dog Guides 
Lions Club Branch and 
Woolwich Community 

Lions were at WCS Febru-
ary 3 to present the agency 
with a cheque on behalf of 
many local organizations 
who helped collect for 
the food bank during the 
Christmas season.

In mid-November, 
about 60 volunteers from 
many local service clubs 
worked together to collect 
cash donations in Wool-
wich Township for the 
food bank at Woolwich 
Community Services. 
They had permission from 

multiple local businesses 
to set up tables to ask 
customers for donations. 
They had a bucket with 
a slot for checks or cash, 
and could also do e-trans-
fers. Receipts were also 
available.

All told, they collected 
well over $30,000.

Many organizations 
joined in. Even the 1st 
Elmira Scouts lent a hand.

“The Scouts went out 
and scoured Elmira the 
week before and did all the 

door hangers for us,” said 
Hugh Weltz, a Kiwanis 
member. “They were too 
young to collect money, 
but they could do that, 
which was really great.”

The Kiwanis Club of 
Elmira has been spear-
heading food donations 
for the food bank at 
Christmas for many years. 
Originally, volunteers 
collected food donations 
door-to-door, but had to 
find another way to help 
the community during 

the pandemic when this 
method was not feasible.

Collecting cash dona-
tions turned out to be 
better, said Weltz.

“It’s good for the food 
bank, because they don’t 
have to end up with stuff 
that might expire and they 
can’t give it because of 
government regulations. 
So when it’s cash, they 
can buy what they need or 
what most people have a 
need for. You don’t end up 
with 3,000 boxes of Kraft → WCS 10

Dinner then.”
“The biggest benefit 

is for the participants 
because it gives them 
choice. So they can go 
to the grocery store and 
purchase what they want 
and need, instead of us 
putting a whole bunch of 
items in a box in hopes 
that their family will want 
to eat it,” said Tina Reed, 
the community support 
coordinator for Woolwich 
Community Services.
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www.rpmconstructionltd.com

Specializing in:
Additions • Interior Renovations 

Window/ Door Replacement
Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations

22 Second St., Elmira  |  519.669.1217

THANK YOU 
FRONTLINE WORKERS

25+ years
in business

www.earandhearingclinic.com
519-669-4425

69 Arthur St. S. Elmira ON

We are here to help 
with your essen�al 

vehicle maintenance

We are here to help 
with your essen�al 

vehicle maintenance
Jesus sai� unto him, I am �e way 

�e tru�, and �e life: no man 
come� unto �e Fa�er, but by me.

St. John 14:6

150 Church St. W., Elmira
519-669-5672

Providing Emergency and 
Preventative Health Care for your 
Horses, Pets and Farm Livestock

You are greatly appreciated!

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA
519-503-2753 

leonmartin@remax.net

Thank 
you!

519-664-3414
info@wkdahm.com

Thank you!

Serving you for over 100 Years

 
1145 Printery Road, St. Jacobs, Ontario
T 519.664.2263 | F 519.664.3369
www.stjacobsprintery.com

Offset & Digital Printing•
Variable Data Print (VDP)•
Creative Design•
Photography•
Web Page Design•

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
INSTITUTIONAL • AGRICULTURAL

RESIDENTIAL

www.freybc.com     519-699-4641

FrontlineWorkers.

to

Thank you for keeping us safe.

This message is brought to you by these community-minded businesses.

Our Thanks

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2
519-699-5411

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

• Carpet
• Tile
• Vinyl
• Hardwood

• Laminate
• SICO Paint
• Kitchen Cabinets
• Bathroom Vanities

SANYO
CANADIAN 
 MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 

519.669.1591
www.sanyomachine.on.ca

Thank you 
frontline workers

519•669•1212
3 Wyatt St. East

www.sosphysiotherapy.ca

Church St E

A
rt

hur 
St  

S

Wyatt St E

W
al

ke
r 

St

Park Ave E

James St
ELMIR A

www.rigarus.com
284 Union St., Elmira

519.669.5040

“A High Five from Rigarus!”
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CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri. 8-7, Sat. 8-4

takeout Lunch & dinners
Turkey & Dressing or Fish includes:

coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert
Dinner 3:30pm-7:30pm

Feb 10

Thurs. 8-4, Fri. 8-7, Sat. 8-4

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Lunches 11am-4pm 
Feb 15-18

Fish or Saucy Garlic Chicken includes:
coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

$5.99

PORK 
SAUSAGE

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$7.25 /lbBLACK FOREST 
STYLE HAM   

$3.80 /lb
Reg.$5.80/lb

/lb

DELI-SLICED 

PLAIN AND GARLIC 

Gearing up for the Coldest Night of the Year
Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

AS WINTER DRAGS ON, 
WOOLWICH Community 
Services and residents in 
the township are getting 
set for the Coldest Night of 
the Year fundraising walk. 

It’s the biggest such 
event on WCS’ calendar, 
says community engage-
ment coordinator Nancy 
Lucier.

“It’s turned into a really 
great community annual 
event. What’s really neat 
about this particular fund-
raiser is that it involves 
all the community – we’re 
all coming out together 
and people are coming 
together to support those 
in our community who are 
in need,” said Lucier.

Funds raised during 
the walk will go towards 
supporting programs WCS 
provides throughout the 
year, including the food 
bank, the family violence 
prevention program, rent 
support and the Christmas 
Goodwill food-hamper 
program.

While the agency → CNOY 10

adult participants must 
sign an online waiver, 
while all child partici-
pants must have a paper 
waiver signed by their 
parent or guardian. 

WCS’ goal this year 
is to raise $50,000. It’s 
well on its way, having 
raised more than $35,000 
so far. There has been a 
good response from the 
community, Lucier said.

“It shows what a strong 
community we have, 
everybody looking out for 
each other. So we have a 
cross-section from our 
business sponsors to our 
teams and walkers, and 
everybody has an import-
ant role in this event. It’s 
really exciting actually to 
be in contact with each of 
our sponsors and walkers 
and teams because what 
we’re hearing from them 
is the messages ‘we’re here 
for you,’” she said.

Gloria Martin is leading 
the Menno Walkers team 
from the Elmira Menno-
nite Church. 

“It’s in our community 
and it’s serving people 

Nancy Lucier and Kelly Christie of Woolwich Community Services. Bill Atwood

doesn’t necessarily see a 
higher number of support 
requests during extreme 
cold snaps, long winter 
seasons could mean 
higher bills for some 
families, said executive 
director Kelly Christie. 

“Their heating bill 
might be higher, so they 
might need some food 
assistance, that type of 
thing,” Christie said.

“We do the hampers 
all year round and our 
numbers have increased 
through the whole 
pandemic years, and will 
continue because of the 
economic situation. So 
this fundraiser is really 
going to be beneficial 
to our agency and our 
community,” Christie 
added.

This year CNOY will 
take place on February 25, 
starting with check-in at 
4 p.m. Following opening 
remarks, at 5 p.m. partic-
ipants can opt for either 
a 2.5-kilometre or 5-km 
route starting at Wood-
side Bible Fellowship in 
Elmira. A light meal will 
be served at 6 p.m. All 

health centres in Windsor, 
Ottawa and Kitchener-Wa-
terloo.

“We have some of the 
longest wait times for 
cataract surgeries in the 
province in and around 
Waterloo Region and the 
catchment area here of 
about a million people, so 
it’s great for us to actually 
be selected as one of the 
first sites for some of those 
surgeries to be done in the 
community rather than be 
done in the hospital,” said 
Kitchener-Conestoga MPP 
Mike Harris of the surgical 
expansion.

Pillar 2 also expands the 
ability of paramedics to 
treat patients who call 911 
on scene instead of taking 
them to an emergency 
room.

“We’re now working 
with key partners to 
expand these models to 
different patient groups, 
such as people with 
diabetes and epilepsy, 
and implement a new 
treat-and-release model 
with recommendations to 
patients for appropriate 
follow-up care,” the report 
states.

Pillar 3, “hiring more 
health care workers,” will 
see the province invest an 
additional $15 million to 
temporarily cover the costs 
of examination, applica-
tion and registration fees 
for internationally trained 
and retired nurses. 

Along with the previ-
ously announced addi-
tional 160 undergraduate 
seats and 295 postgraduate 
positions to be added at 
medical schools over the 
next five years the prov-
ince will add another 52 
spots for physician assis-
tants. 

The third pillar also 
expands the learn and 
stay grant which covers 
education costs for post-
secondary students who 
enroll in high-priority 
programs in underserved 
communities and commit 
to work in those commu-
nities when they graduate. 
This program will expand 
to 2,500 spaces starting in 
the spring.

It is the third pillar that 
Harris said will have the 
most impact on Waterloo 
Region. 

“As we look to build a 
new hospital here and as 
we look to bolster commu-
nity care and being able 
to allow people to receive 
medical care at home or 
in the community rather 
than having to travel into 
the city to the hospital 
or various clinics we 
need people to be able to 
provide those services. 
Working in conjunction 
with the Ministry of 
Health, and the Ministry of 
Colleges and Universities, 
our internal immigra-
tion models here in the 
province and of course, 
the federal government,” 

Harris said.
While there is a question 

about whether the plan 
to expand surgeries in 
private clinics would see 
healthcare workers move 
from already understaffed 
hospitals and public 
clinics, Harris says those 
clinics already have the 
staff they need.

“We already have the 
ability as it stands. We’re 
doing about 26,000 surger-
ies or procedures, low-risk 
procedures at these clinics 
already. I want to be mind-
ful that we’re certainly 
not looking to have a mass 
migration of workers, but 
we do want to make sure 
that those surgeries that 
don’t need to be done in 
the hospital are able to 
be moved out into the 
community,” he said. 

On Tuesday the federal 
government announced an 
offer to increase funding to 
provinces and territories 
by $196.1 billion over 10 
years. This includes $46.2 
billion in new funding and 
an immediate, uncondi-
tional $2 billion Canada 
Health Transfer top-up.

While the health transfer 
normally increases by 
three per cent each year, 
the offer would see a five 
per  increase in each of the 
next five years. 

In exchange for the 
increase, the Trudeau 
government is asking the 
provinces and territories 
to “commit to improving 

how health information 
is collected, shared, used, 
and reported to Canadians 
to promote greater trans-
parency on results.”

They are also asked to 
develop action plans that 
will outline how funds will 
be spent and how progress 
will be measured. 

However, reaction from 
the premiers indicates 
even that increase may not 
be enough.

At a press conference, 
Manitoba Premier Heather 
Stefanson, who chairs the 
Council of the Federation, 
said there was not suffi-
cient new funding being 
offered. 

“I think to say the least 
I think we were a little 
disappointed at that,” 
Stefanson said.

She added the council 
is looking for $28 billion 
in the first year of the 
proposal, while there is 
only $4.6 being offered.

“So that’s the compara-
tive, it’s significantly less 
than what we were looking 
for in terms of the baseline 
funding injection into the 
Canada Health Transfer.”

The council needs to 
take time to review the 
proposal, Stefanson said.

Doug Ford said the offer 
was a “down payment on 
further discussions.”

“I always welcome new 
funding, no matter how 
small or large, but what 
we see this as is a starting 
point,” he said.

→ FROM 3

HEALTHCARE: Province is currently hashing out a new funding with Ottawa
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THANK 
YOU!

www.stjacobsplace.ca   (519) 664-6637 Ext. #405
   10 Water Street St Jacobs, ON N0B 2N0   

Signs
Banners

Truck Lettering
Digital Printing

104 BONNIE CRES UNIT 1
519-669-0264

3785 Nafziger Rd., 
Wellesley

519.656.3083
www.murrayleisconstruction.com

YOUR HOME IS IN GOOD HANDS

Friendly Professional Staff
Locally Owned & Operated

Order online at
www.rona.ca

and pick up in store

KITCHENER
5 Forwell Rd   (519)745-3250

GUELPH
55 Dawson Rd  (519)821-5744

ELORA
306 Wellington Rd 18  (519)846-5381

265 Katherine St. S. 1km south of Winterbourne

www.cribit.com
519-664-3701

Thank you!

Frontline
Workers.

to

Thank you for 
keeping us 

safe.Stay
Strong.

Stay
Safe.

This message is brought to you by these community-minded businesses.

       Our
Thanks

“PROUDLY REMEMBERINGOUR PAST; 
CONFIDENTLY EMBRACING OUR FUTURE.”

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820
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       presents their

Spring Event
Thursday, February 16 at 7pm

At Grandway Events Centre
7445 Wellington Rd 21, Centre Wellington
 Doors open at 6pm for browsing and socializing

Guest Speakers for yo
Rain Gardens and Healing Gardens

Featuring Sean James & Guinevere Kern

Tickets are $10 at the door or online
Visit our Facebook page for link on spring event

226-820-6169 All proceeds support Groves Memorial Hospital Healing Gardens

Give us 
your mess, 
we’ll take 

care of 
the rest!

For more information 
or to book your bin:

zbinrentals.com    
519-340-4489 

Serving: 
Kitchener, Waterloo, 
Cambridge, Guelph 
& Surrounding areas

Residential, 
Commercial, Farm 

7, 10, 14, 16,
 20, 40 yard bins 

available
NOW ACCEPTING

NEW PATIENTS
Evening appointments available

73 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

Dr. Alice
Chen

Dr. Stephen
Morris

519-669-0012PHONE:

Optometrist Optometrist

(Beside the Clocktower Wellness Centre)

FEBRUARY 2

8:30 AM | Welling-
t o n  C o u n t y  O P P 
responded to an assault 
at a construction site 
in Fergus,  where two 
parties were involved in 
a disturbance, with one 
having sustained minor 
injuries. As a result of the 
investigation, a 44-year-
old Brampton man was 
charged with ‘assault 
with a weapon.’ The 
accused is scheduled 
to appear in the Ontario 
court of justice - Guelph 
on March 8. Any person 
with information about 
the incident is asked to 
contact the Wellington 
County OPP at 1-888-
310-1122. Should you 
wish to remain anony-
mous, you may call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 (TIPS) or submit a 
tip on-line at www.csgw.
tips. You may be eligi-
ble for a reward from 
Crime Stoppers of up to 
$2,000.

2 :21 PM |  Water-
loo Regional  Pol ice 
received a report of a 
single-vehicle collision 
on Greenwood Hill Road 
in Wellesley Township. 
Icy roads were to blame 
when a car went off the 
road and into the ditch. 
No one was injured.

FEBRUARY 4

12 :42 PM |  Pol ice 
responded to reports 
of a collision involving 
three vehicles in the 
area of Nafziger and 

The Waterloo Regional 
Police Service is asking 
the community to think 
positive, write positive, 
and post positive in 
support of Pink Shirt Day 
on February 22.

The theme for this year’s 
Pink Shirt Day is “Lift each 
other up.” It is a simple 
statement with a powerful 
message that encourages 
everyone to work together 
and treat others with 
dignity and respect, said 
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WRPS launches campaign for Pink Shirt Day
police in a release.

Along with wearing 
pink, the #PostPositive 
campaign encourages 
individuals to think kind 
thoughts about someone 
and write them down, 
create a piece of art, send 
a thoughtful e-mail, or 
post a kind video. Be sure 
to tag us on social media 
so we can help spread 
your message of kindness. 
Use the hashtag #Post-
Positive for a chance to 

win a prize.
“On Pink Shirt Day, we 

encourage all residents to 
join together and cele-
brate diversity, inclusion, 
and acceptance for one 
another,” said Chief Mark 
Crowell. “Let’s lift each 
other up, not only today, 
but every day. It is import-
ant that we stand together 
and recognize the ways 
in which we can make a 
difference in the lives of 
those around us.”

Gerber roads in Wellesley 
Township. A vehicle was 
travelling east on Gerber 
Road when it collided 
with a vehicle travelling 
south on Nafziger Road. 
The force of the impact 
caused one of the vehi-
cles to strike a stopped 
vehicle facing north on 
Nafziger Road. There 
were minor physical inju-
ries reported by the driv-
ers of two of the vehicles. 
A driver was charged 
with ‘fail to yield.’

FEBRUARY 5

11:35 AM | Perth County 
OPP responded to a vehi-
cle stuck in the ditch on 
Road 130 in the Town-
ship of Perth East. Police 
arrived to find that the 
truck had been pulled 
out. A short distance 
away, police located the 
vehicle and the driver on 
Road 122. Upon speaking 
with the driver, the offi-
cer had reason to believe 
the driver was impaired 
by a drug. The driver was 
subsequently arrested 
and transported to a 
local operations centre 
for a drug recognition 
evaluation. As a result, 
a 57-year-old Perth 
East man was charged 
with ‘operation while 
impaired - alcohol and 
drugs.’ A 90-day license 
suspension and a seven-
day Vehicle impound-
ment were initiated. The 
accused is scheduled 
to appear at the Ontario 
Court of Justice in Strat-
ford at a later date to 
answer to the charge.

4:37 PM |  Water-
loo Regional  Pol ice 
responded to a single-ve-
hicle collision on Line 86 
in Woolwich Township. 
The driver of the vehicle 
lost control and skidded 
off the roadway into a 
ditch and struck a guy 
wire for a hydro pole. 
There were no physical 
injuries reported. The 
investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777.

FEBRUARY 7

1:30 PM | Wellington 
County OPP responded 
to a report of a theft 
that had occurred in the 
parking lot of a busi-
ness on St. David Street 
North in Fergus. It was 
reported that one individ-
ual distracted the victim 
in the parking lot while a 
second person then stole 
the victim’s wallet from 
their vehicle.  The victim’s 
credit card was later used 
to make a purchase at 
another business and 
video surveillance of 
the individuals using the 
victim’s credit card was 
obtained. Anyone that 
has any other informa-
tion regarding this inci-
dent is asked to contact 
the Wellington County 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122. If 
you wish to remain anon-
ymous, contact Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 (TIPS) or submit a 
tip online at www.csgw.
tips. You may be eligible 
for a reward from Crime 
Stoppers of up to $2,000.

and you have families that 
are working two jobs and 
just making ends meet.”

“We are hoping to 
achieve a reversal of 
the tax amount. We are 
wanting to go from the 14 
per cent down to between 
six and eight per cent. 
So tonight, if they can 
at least say that they are 
going to look at that, that 
would be good.”

Charlene White from 
St. Clements attended the 
protest outside the cham-
bers before the meeting. 
“It’s too much of a tax 
hike,” she said. “Money’s 
tight now with increases 
on everything else like 
food and gas, and now 
add this. There’s a lot of 
senior residents in town 
on fixed incomes.”

Jim Voteary from 
Wellesley also attended. 
“The big thing is to voice 
your opinion. Apathy 
breeds this kind of 
behaviour. When it goes 
unchecked, they do what-
ever they want,” he said. 
“Outrageous tax hikes 
like this is just laziness on 
council’s part. It seems 
to be what they always 
do. They never look for 
efficiency or savings, just 
squeeze more out of the 
taxpayers.”

Rakowski voiced those 
concerns as a delegate, 
drawing applause part-
way through her address, 
which in turn prompted 
Mayor Joe Nowak to ask 
for quiet. “We want to 
have a respectful discus-
sion, but we will not allow 
outbursts,” he said. 

Rakowski expressed-
her disappointment on 
behalf of many citizens 
at the tax hike and what 
they perceive as a lack of 
transparency about how 
much the new recreation 
centre would cost indi-
vidual taxpayers. 

Coun. Derek Brick 
asked CAO Rik Louwagie 
to explain how the 14 per 
cent increase is applied to 
residents’ taxes. 

Louwagie noted the 
increase applies only to 
the township portion of 
municipal taxes, which 
makes up 31 per cent of 

the total, with more than 
half going to the Region 
of Waterloo and the rest 
to the school board.

Brick also asked 
Louwagie to explain how 
the Municipal Property 
Assessment Corpora-
tion’s assessment of 
property values impacts 
households, prompted 
by Rakowski expressing 
alarm about the 14 per 
cent tax increase, and 
what that will mean when 
property values are reas-
sessed in future.

Louwagie said that 
when property values are 
reassessed, the tax rate 
is reduced so that the 
township cannot collect 
more money than what 
was budgeted for.

According to the MPAC 
website, when proper-
ties are reassessed, the 
impact to a household’s 
property taxes is deter-
mined by how their 
property’s value changed 
relative to the average 
change in property value 
for that property class in 
the municipality.

“If your assessed value 
percentage increase is 
higher than the average 
for your property class, 
your taxes will likely 
increase,” said the site. 
And if the assessed value 
percentage increase is 
lower, then taxes will 
likely decrease.

Council allowed 
minimal input from the 
group, seeming to upset 
those in attendance. 
Nowak suggested the 
group connect with 
him to arrange another 
meeting for questions 
and answers about the 
increase.

Township staff said 
many people are not 
understanding the tax 
increase correctly.

“Much of the infor-
mation being shared on 
social media is inaccurate 
and misleading, suggest-
ing a much higher impact 
to taxpayers than the 
true impact,” said deputy 
clerk Amy Harron. “It is 
important to recognize 
that this increase is only 
applicable to the town-
ship portion of an indi-

vidual’s tax bill, not the 
regional or school board 
levies. 

“Residents are encour-
aged to contact staff 
for accurate informa-
tion regarding the tax 
increase. If additional 
information or explana-
tion becomes necessary 
or available it will be 
posted to our website and 
social media platforms,” 
she said.

“The current budget as 
approved maintains the 
levels of service existing 
in 2022. Any reductions 
would ultimately result 
in a service level reduc-
tion.”

The township staff 
issued a notice last 
month explaining the tax 
increase.  

“The 2023 budget was 
passed with an infla-
tionary increase of 4.43 
per cent plus a 0.75 per 
cent greening levy and a 
one per cent infrastruc-
ture levy. The total 2023 
increase is in addition 
to previously approved 
expenditures. As a result, 
the total 2023 increase 
on the township portion 
of an actual tax bill is 
approximately 13.89 per 
cent,” stated the release.

The previous approved 
expenditures are a 
one-time increase to 
cover the debenture of 
the new rec. centre and 
staffing for it.

Rakowski says the next 
tasks of the Wellesley 
Township Concerned 
Citizens group include a 
letter-writing campaign 
to township council 
and Waterloo Region, 
creating flyers to send 
to every household in 
the township, and doing 
door-to-door knocking to 
talk to residents about the 
impact of the tax increase. 

“We are showing that 
residents are no longer 
going to just allow coun-
cil to do as they wish, and 
that this tax increase was 
the beginning. We’re now 
going to be pushing back 
on the lack of transpar-
ency and we’re going to 
be holding council to the 
task of being responsible 
with our money.”

→ FROM 1

WELLESLEY: Residents want to see tax hike rolled back
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “It’s going to be a wild and wooly year in 
the economy and there’s no doubt about 
it. … The only question really is what 
kind of recession it is going to be? The 
Bank of Canada believes it will be a soft 
landing … That seems far-fetched. It is 
not impossible, but it seems unlikely.”
Jim Stanford, an economist and the director of the Centre 
for Future Work, predicts what’s ahead in 2023.

In Ontario, taxpayers will pay $27 billion in 
federal and provincial interest costs, which 
is nearly equivalent to what the province 
will spend on hospitals ($30.4 billion). Each 
Ontarian will pay $1,790 in interest this year 
to service the federal and provincial debt. 
That’s more than $7,000 for a family of four.
Federal and Provincial Debt Interest Costs for Canadians, 
2023 edition.

Verbatim The Monitor

Opposition parties typically heap blame for 
anything and everything on the government 
in power. In turn, they promise that they 
alone can fix all the problems. Both claims 

are disingenuous, at best.
Still, that’s politics 101, where honesty is left at the door 

upon entering the fray.
In the US, that was clearly on display with this week’s 

State of the Union address and the machinations that 
followed. Here, we’ve got Pierre Poilievre insisting to all 
who’ll listen that Canada is broken, and he’s got more than 
a few people on his side. Canadians have plenty to grum-
ble about, and the virtue signalling coming from the PMO 
makes it easier for the Conservative leader to spread the 
word.

Prompted by Poilievre’s statement, Leger set about poll-
ing Canadians about whether or not the country is broken. 
Some two-thirds agreed with that statement, with half of us 
angry about the way Canada is being managed today. That’s 
not surprising given the state of the economy, especially 
the cost of living: 68 per cent of Canadians report that rising 
costs and inflation/interest rates are most important when 
it comes to the issues impacting them and their families. 

Poilievre’s job has been made easier by the fact the 
bloom is very much off the rose where Justin Trudeau is 
concerned. Much of that is of his own doing, as he’s seen 
as more concerned about virtual signalling – the likes of 
carbon taxes – and his international posture than in solving 
real-world problems.

There’s not a plethora of better choices in opposition, but 
one would have to think the Liberals must be contemplat-
ing a leadership change prior to the next election.

The reality is we suffer from a dearth of good leaders. 
Even passable ones. That’s true from the federal govern-
ment right on down to the local level.

This is not about charisma or the ability to give rousing 
speeches. No, proper governance means looking out for 
the public good rather than the interests of a few, whether 
that’s the donors, the lobbyists or the self-serving politi-
cians and bureaucrats themselves.

Trudeau hasn’t managed to turn his initial popularity 
into anything more than photo ops, platitudes, an endless 
string of apologies and spending designed to buy votes 
from a gullible populace. 

He, like all the other party leaders, is busy flinging poop, 
hoping for something, anything to stick. Unfortunately, 
instead of dismissing all of it as useless vote-buying 
nonsense, we give credence to the endless stream of prom-
ises, half-truths and blatant lies.

When politicians routinely act like they know better than 
us, that really gets our collective goat. Worse still, they start 
to believe that they are better than those they govern.

It’s an imperious attitude – and actions that show 
flagrant disregard for the public good, as we’re seeing now 
from most governments – that has historically led us to be 
perfectly fine with watching leaders get what they deserve, 
often with extreme prejudice. 

A revolutionary spirit – the willingness to do away with 
those who have lost any moral claim to power, despite 
attempts to hold it by force (see the rise of today’s police 
state here and in other countries) – that defines our modern 
democracy. Only that kind of grassroots movement is likely 
to affect any real change.

Sure, things are much worse elsewhere, including in the 
United States, but we’re not immune to the unresponsive 
governance that shows callous disregard for the public 
good and consistently poor decisions federally, provincially 
and regionally.

In that way, Canada is broken. No one currently offering 
bromides has a real fix, however.

Canadians know there’s 
plenty wrong with governance

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

“I hope I am wrong. My gut 
tells me we will fight (with 

China) in 2025,” declared US 
Air Force General Mike Mini-
han last weekend. He didn’t 
mention what his crotch told 
him, or if he ever consulted his 
head on the matter.

(“China’s President Xi 
Jinping) secured his third term 
and set his war council in Octo-
ber 2022,” Minihan explained. 
“Taiwan’s presidential elec-
tions are in 2024 and will offer 
Xi a reason. United States’ pres-
idential elections are in 2024 
and will offer Xi a distracted 
America. Xi’s team, reason, and 
opportunity are all aligned for 
2025.”

Just why China would 
attack in 2025 if all that stuff is 
happening in 2024 is left a bit 
unclear – maybe the Chinese 
are just chronically slow off the 
mark – but it’s always a mistake 
to engage too closely with this 
sort of guff. However, it is defi-
nitely getting harder to avoid.

Last October, for example, 
Admiral Michael M. Gilday, 
the Chief of Naval Operations, 
said that the US should prepare 
to fight China in 2022 or 2023. 
(Only 11 months left!)

In the previous year Admi-
ral Phil Davidson, then the 
head of the US Indo-Pacific 
Command, predicted that 
China would invade Taiwan by 
2027. A relative optimist, then 

How to avoid a war with China
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

– but that period is now known 
in the trade as “the Davidson 
window.”

As for the think-tank analysts 
writing in the foreign policy 
journals, they are producing 
articles about the coming war 
with China at the rate of at least 
two a week. (I read them so you 
don’t have to.) Some of them 
also supply blood-curdling 
predictions of war to the mass 
media whenever required – 
and ‘if it bleeds, it leads.’

This is fostering a fatalistic 
belief that a war between China 
and America is inevitable not 
only in the United States, but to 
a lesser extent also in China. It 
is not inevitable, although it is 
certainly possible.

War is possible because 
the great powers are always 
measuring their potential 
military power against each 
other. It doesn’t have to be 
linked to any particular threat 
or interest: the US military, for 
example, justify their focus on 
China simply because it is a 
‘peer competitor’ or a ‘pacing 
challenge.’

It is specifically possible 
between the United States 
and China because there is a 
disputed border, the classic 

trigger for war. The United 
States supports Taiwan’s 
choice to remain separate as 
the democratic will of the great 
majority of the population. 
China ignores that, and claims 
Taiwan on the grounds that it 
is historically Chinese territory.

This is precisely how 
Russians persuaded them-
selves that they have a historic 
right to Ukraine although the 
great majority of Ukrainians 
consistently vote to remain 
independent. Moreover, the 
Russians (or rather, Vladimir 
Putin) acted on that belief 
and invaded Ukraine. Why 
wouldn’t China (or rather, 
Xi Jinping) do the same to 
Taiwan?

One reason might be that 
Xi is less deluded than the 
Russian leader. Another is that 
he already has too much on 
his plate: a huge but rapidly 
declining population; an 
economy that has sunk into 
stagnation and is unlikely to 
resurface; the horrible example 
of how the invasion of Ukraine 
worked out for the Russians.

But it could be argued, of 
course, that Xi is badly in need 
of a way to distract the public 
from its growing discontents. 
A rapid and relatively blood-
less conquest of Taiwan that 
‘reunites the Motherland’ 
could buy him years of political 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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Editor's 
Point of View

There can be no concessions as Ukraine battles to expel Russian forces

70 per cent of Canadians 
support increasing aid to 
Ukraine, for example.

At the governmen-
tal level, where policy 
decisions can wield 
much more considerable 
influence, Canadians 
are largely supportive of 
efforts made to this point. 
Hundreds of millions of 
dollars have been offered 
in both weaponry and 
financial assistance, 
in addition to sanc-
tions targeting Russian 
oligarchs and businesses. 

Many say Canada 
should do more. Ukrainian 
officials have requested 
more weaponry and 
support, while others say 
the Canadian government 
has been slow to commit 
to offering much needed 
heavy weapons. 

While the Russian inva-

sion and war crimes are 
not as central as they were 
a year ago, we can’t simply 
let the matter drop. There’s 
too much at stake, starting 
with the humanitarian 
crisis. 

Canada, which has 
backed statements about 
protecting Ukraine’s 
sovereignty with policy 
moves designed to hurt 
Putin and the oligarchs 
that support him. Along 
with others, Canada has 
joined in with support for 
banking restrictions and 
sanctions such as banning 
the import of Russian oil, 
which remains one of that 
nation’s largest exports.

As a net exporter of 
crude oil, Canada hasn’t 
imported oil from Russia 
since 2019, but other coun-
tries have implemented 
bans of their own. It’s all 
part of a plan to hit Putin 
and his supporters where 
they live.

Efforts to hobble 
Russian’ central bank have 

been effective thus far, 
sending the ruble into a 
freefall. More of that will 
be needed, with the goal 
of making life uncomfort-
able for everyone in the 
country such that they 
question the actions of the 
decidedly authoritarian 
government.

Though clearly there is 
more to that can be done 
to tighten the screws on 
Putin and his supporters – 
not just his fellow klepto-
crats, but also those who 
help him remain in power 
– the West has been quick 
to inflict at least some pain 
on Russia.

Did Putin really 
think Ukrainians would 
welcome his forces with 
open arms? That (finan-
cially supported) friendly 
types such as those that 
found in the Donbas 
region represented wider 
public sentiment for 
rejoining the Russian 
sphere? If so, it was a grave 
miscalculation.

That’s true, too, if the 
goal is to restore some 
kind of Soviet-era buffer 
zone between Russia and 
NATO countries. 

Such trappings of 
the Cold War remain a 
consideration today, both 
in terms of analyzing 
Russia’s actions and in 
strengthening NATO’s 
readiness, particularly 
in the Baltic states. That 
Putin has his sights set on 
areas beyond Ukraine is 
cause for concern.

Putin has certainly 
railed against NATO 
membership for Ukraine, 
and indeed against any 
Europeanization of that 
country. It’s a stance that 
has involved manipulating 
the Ukrainian electoral 
system and, of course, 
direct invasion. 

That Ukraine is leaning 
westward rather than 
kowtowing to Moscow 
chafes Putin, and at least 
partly explains the West’s 
quick action to condemn 

and punish the invasion. 
Russia and the US, among 
others, have invaded and 
occupied other countries 
and regions without this 
kind of response, but this 
time it’s an authoritarian 
regime terrorizing a Euro-
peanized nation.

Moreover, 20th century 
history shows us the risks 
of appeasing similar acts 
of annexation among 
European neighbours for 
often dubious reasons 
backed by spurious claims. 

There’s no room for talk 
of concessions when it’s 
within the West’s power 
to punish Russian and 
provide the Ukrainians 
with the arms needed to 
push the Russians back 
from every part of their 
country, Crimea included.

Certainly, there should 
be no talk of a negotiated 
settlement. Any conces-
sion is a win for Putin, and 
would only encourage 
future aggression.

As Brookings Institution 
historian Robert Kagan 
told Thomas Friedman of 
the New York Times, “Any 
negotiation that leaves 
Russian forces in place on 
Ukrainian soil will only be 
a temporary truce before 
Putin’s next attempt.

“Putin is in the process 
of completely militarizing 
Russian society, much as 
Stalin did during World 
War II. He is in it for the 
long haul, and he is count-
ing on the United States 
and the West to grow 
weary at the prospect of a 
long conflict.”

Globe and Mail colum-
nist Andrew Coyne was 
of the same mind about 
negotiations.

“To what end? What is 
there to negotiate? It’s a 
zero-sum game. Either 
Russia is permitted to 
seize the internationally 
recognized territory of a 
sovereign state by force of 
arms, or it is not,” he wrote 
in a piece Friday. 

“The game, moreover, is 
Budget time is another reminder that even at Valentine's Day, there's no love lost where politicians are concerned.

Russian’s ongoing 
invasion of Ukraine 

represents the largest 
hostile action – and 
the refugee crisis that 
comes along with it – that 
Europe’s seen since the 
Second World War. There 
are plenty of parallels to 
that time eight decades 
ago.

Right from the onset, 
Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky 
likened Putin’s indefen-
sible actions to the Nazi 
invasion. Ukraine knows 
all about such atrocities, 
having been subjected 
to barbarism under the 
yoke of the Soviet Union, 
both before and after Nazi 
occupation. The pre-war, 
Stalin-inflicted famine – 
the Holodomor – claimed 
an estimated 3.9 million 
lives in Ukraine, for exam-
ple.

One can’t help but 
think about history as the 
Ukraine defenders seek 
more tanks from their 
western allies to drive back 
the Russians. Soldiers 
are using both Soviet-era 
tanks and more modern 
equipment from NATO 
countries, with German-
made Leopard 2 and 
American Abrams tanks in 
the offing. 

The squabble over 
clearances pales some-
what in the juxtaposition 
of Ukraine, Germany and 
Poland working out details 
in a fight against Russia. 
The historical issues 
dating back to WWII and 
the Cold War that followed 
make for fascinating 
reading – countries shifted 
from ally to enemy and 
back again.

Just now, it’s Russia 
posing the greatest threat 
to not only peace in 
Europe, but to the wider 
economic climate. We’ve 
certainly seen that in the 
likes of gas prices and food 
shortages, for instance.

Still, the West continues 
to support Ukraine in the 
fight. A Nanos poll found →KANNON 10
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Valentine’s Day originated as a 
pagan festival in ancient Rome.

Valentine’s Day is one of the 
most popular holidays for 
giving cards.

Valentine’s Day is considered 
a modern recent holiday 
celebrated within the past 
100 years.

 ↆ LAST WEEK:  
 
Truth: February 2nd is a traditional Christian holiday known as 
Candlemas Day. If the weather was clear it meant winter would last 
six more weeks. If it was cloudy it meant spring would come early. 
German immigrants used the groundhog as a weather predictor which 
was adopted in Canada. 
 
Truth: Wiarton Groundhog Day celebrations date back to 1956 and 
Wiarton Willie was the first groundhog to make a prediction in Canada. 
Celebrations became popular and Willie’s predictions are widely 
followed by the media and the public. 
 
Lie: Federal and provincial governments do not recognize Groundhog 
Day as a statutory holiday as it is not widely celebrated event across 
the country.

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Including Coleslaw, Rolls, Mashed potatoes, Vegetable & Dessert

TUES FEB 14

Serving until 7pm
or

CAFÉ HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri. 8-7, Sat. 8-4

credit with the increas-
ingly fractious popu-
lace. How can you guard 
against that?

Not by traditional 
nuclear deterrence, 
which deals in threats 
so terrifying that they 
are unbelievable until 
the moment they are 
actually fulfilled – at 
which point both sides 
are facing megadeaths. 
Less dangerous and more 

persuasive would be the 
kind of policy that NATO 
is currently pursuing on 
Ukraine.

Make sure that Taiwan 
has enough weapons and 
well-trained troops to 
contain an initial sea- and 
airborne assault by China 
for at least a few weeks. 
The fact that Taiwan is 
an island protected by a 
substantial sea passage 
makes this possible.

Strengthen the Amer-

DYER: Time is now to help get Taiwan prepared to deter Chinese invasion
→ FROM 8

not singular, but iterative. 
Even if it were possible for 
a Ukrainian government 
to concede Ukrainian 
territory to Russian 
control – after all that has 
gone before, and knowing 
the horrors that were to 
come for its Ukrainian 
inhabitants – and even if 
you were not concerned 
by the precedent this set, 
and even if that bought 
a temporary ceasefire, it 
would not put an end to 
the conflict, or the threat 
that underlies it. The 
ransom might have been 
paid, but Russia would 
still be there, poised on 
Ukraine’s border, ready to 
resume the attack at any 
time. All you would have 
done was buy time for 
Russia’s forces to recuper-
ate.”

Clearly, there’s no room 
for negotiations, with 
everything to gain by 
aiding Ukraine in every 
way on the road to victory.

KANNON: Just 
say no to any hint 
of concessions

→ FROM 9

who are experiencing hurt, 
hunger and homelessness, 
and Woolwich Community 
Services does so much in 
our community,” Martin 
said.

The group of 20 walkers 
has already raised $2,000 
towards their $3,000 goal.

“Our youth are really 
getting on board with this. 
And it’s not that we have 
a large youth group, but 
they’re getting the excite-
ment of other people as 

ican fleet and air forces 
in the western Pacific to 
make them capable of 
operating within range of 
Taiwan, so they can escort 
supply ships through the 
inevitable Chinese block-
ade. But let no American 
or allied soldier set foot on 
Taiwan or engage in direct 
combat with the Chinese.

Gradually improve the 
quality of the weapons 
you give Taiwan so China’s 
footholds become increas-

ingly insecure. Wait. Pray 
if you wish.

We don’t know if 
that will finally work 
in Ukraine, let alone in 
Taiwan. But if the Taiwan-
ese can rearm and retrain 
their forces fast enough, 
they would stand a decent 
chance of containing and 
ultimately repelling an 
attack – or, even better, 
deterring one. 

There are no better 
options.

well. And there are some of 
us that have been doing it 
every year. And so they’re 
always excited about this 
worthwhile fundrais-
ing event for Woolwich  
Community Services.”

Those taking part in the 
walk will see the elements 
that those experiencing 
homelessness face daily, 
Christie said

“It’s just for a few hours, 
and it’s a fun few hours. 
You’re walking with friends 
on cleared off sidewalks, 

WCS’ Kelly Christie and Nancy Lucier are getting ready for the Coldest Night of the Year. Bill Atwood

you’re not sleeping under 
a tree or in a small lean-to 
or what have you, because 
there are people that need 
the support,” she said.

The Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre, which 
provides social services to 
the western half of Welles-
ley Township, will also 
be holding a CNOY walk, 
hoping to raise $35,000. 
Their 2- and 5-km routes 
will start and end at the 
New Hamburg Commu-
nity Centre.

CNOY: Experiencing some of what the homeless face
→ FROM 5

Reed says her organi-
zation used the money to 
give people gift cards so 
they could buy the food 
they wanted including 
perishables like fresh 
fruits and vegetables.

The money went to help 
210 families including 302 

adults and 285 children in 
the township.

Weltz said he is grate-
ful for the generosity, 
not only of individuals 
who donate, but also the 
business owners who help 
with things like letting the 
volunteers set up a table 
on their premises or other 

kind acts. He remem-
bers the year previous 
Tri-Mach donated thou-
sands of dollars worth of 
fresh gift baskets to the 
food bank.

Last year was the third 
time Kiwanis ran the drive 
as a cash fundraiser, and 
they plan to continue for 

Representatives from various service clubs in the township gathered Feb. 3 at the WCS offices to celebrate the donations collected 
from the community for the WCS food bank over the Christmas season. Leah Gerber

the future. That said, Weltz 
says actual food items are 
still needed and accepted 
at the food bank through-
out the year.

“The majority of the 
clubs in Elmira really 
got behind [this project] 
because it’s neighbours 
helping neighbours.”

WCS: Community supports efforts whereby neighbours help neighbours
→ FROM 3
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News that hits home. 
Local people in action.
Sports tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Team Scores: observerxtra.com/scores

SportsSports The KW Titans will be holding a prospects 
event Saturday (12:30-3:30 p.m.) at Wood-
land Christian High School in Breslau. The 
Blue vs. White scrimmage game will allow 
the public to check out the players as the 
team works to finalize a roster for the 2023 
season. Admission is free with a food bank 
donation. Seating is limited, so online regis-
tration is available at www.eventbrite.ca.

The Canadian National Pickleball League 
(CNPL) officially launched as the coun-
try’s first professional pickleball league on 
Feb. 1. The 2023 season will kick off with 
regional draft qualifying events featur-
ing Canada’s top players competing 
for a spot on 1 of 8 professional teams.
www.cnpl.ca

Titans on court in Breslau Pickleball goes pro

STEVE 
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

The great ski divide

skis can, and often will, 
quickly decide that it 
would be far more exciting 
to do a little downhill ski 
role-playing. And they will 
generally do this without 
your consent.

One moment you will 
be trudging along at three 
miles an hour through the 
hardwoods. The next you 
are creating a sonic boom 
– or at least that’s what 
you hope that noise was.

It would be great if it 
ended there – or even in a 
nearby snowbank. 

But, of course, that is 
never the case.

Should there be several 
trees or rocks on that 
slope, your skis will then, 
hopefully, decide that 
they are, at that moment, 
downhill slalom skis. 
Believe me, you want this. 

What you don’t want is 
for the slope you are on to 
end abruptly, high over 
a valley. Because that is 
when those same skis will 
decide they would like to 
have a ski-jumping expe-
rience they can tell their 
grandkids about. In my 
experience, those are the 
worst kind of skis.

Well, maybe not. 
Actually, the worst kind 

of skis are the ones that 
are not getting along. 
Because those are the kind 
of skis that decide they 
need a little time apart 
– which would be fine, 
if you were not wearing 
them at the time.

These are the kind of 
skis that I also fear most, 
because though they 
might get over a split 
quickly, it will proba-
bly take you a whole lot 
longer, especially if one 

As outdoors pursuits 
go, cross-country 

skiing can be exceedingly 
useful to the serious 
wilderness enthusiast. 
Just donning these skis 
can make even the most 
ordinary outdoorsman 
or outdoors woman look 
like a highly dignified and 
competent winter travel-
ler – provided, of course, 
you do it in winter.

Over the right terrain, 
cross-country skis often 
provide a quicker and 
more effortless means 
of transportation than 
snowshoeing does. More-
over, a good cross-coun-
try skier can cover a lot 
of ground in a relatively 
short amount of time – 
which is especially great if 
you have just skied over a 
hibernating bear. The best 
part is, should you decide 
to carry a rifle along, 
people will just think you 
are practicing for a biath-
lon. (Again, but only if you 
do this in winter.)

But while cross coun-
try skiing is wonderful 
in theory, your skis can 
sometimes develop a life 
of their own. And, as with 
all inanimate objects, this 
is rarely a good thing.

In fact, sometimes, 
out of sheer boredom or 
perhaps even malicious-
ness, that innocent look-
ing pair of glorified planks 
can quickly turn into your 
worst enemy. 

Like all wayward beings, 
environmental factors are 
often to blame. After all, 
they are not born bad.

In fact, cross-coun-
try skis rarely cause too 
much harm when you 
use them on groomed 
trails over level ground, 
which is their natural 
environment. If you are 
cross-country skiing near 
ground that is the least 
bit unlevel, however, your → GALEA 15

Please inquire if interested to 519-588-1511 or rpmconstructionltd@yahoo.com

STORAGE UNITS FOR RENT
•  5 Storage units located in Elmira ranging from 400 sq ft to 500 sq ft.
•  12 ft x 10 ft overhead doors.
•  12 ft high ceilings.
•  All units are insulated, heated and security monitored.
•  Looking for 1 year lease agreements.

At home in Elmira this week, Brianna Jacobi is often on the road playing ringette. Next week, she’s in PEI playing for Team Ontario.  
Leah Gerber/submitted

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

WHEN ELMIRA’S 
BRIANNA JACOBI 
HEADS to PEI next week 
as part of Team Ontario’s 
ringette team, she’ll be 
following a path that came 
naturally.

“Watching my mom and 
all my siblings growing up 
playing, it was definitely 
an influence. But then as I 
got older, it’s definitely the 
friendships. I just didn’t 
want to leave the friend-
ships,” she said of growing 
up surrounded by ringette 
players.

There’ll be plenty of 

fellow enthusiasts at the 
Canada Winter Games, 
where she’s heading 
February 18.

“We gave all of [our 
kids] the choice to go 
play hockey,”  said Nancy 
Jacobi, Brianna’s mother. 
“Brianna always was 
adamant: nope, she’s 
staying in ringette.  She 
watched a couple of her 
friends play hockey, I 
think, and saw how slow it 
was. She said ‘No, I’ll stick 
to the ringette.’”

Brianna has been play-
ing ringette since she was 
four years old, beginning 
with the Learn to Skate 
program. Her two older 

sisters played the sport, 
and her mother did too. 
She briefly considered 
switching into hockey, but 
stayed with ringette.

“It’s such a fast sport,” 
said Brianna. “There’s so 
much teamwork involved. 
Hockey didn’t have that.”

“Having to pass over 
the blue lines and stuff, 
you have to work as a 
team more than you do 
in hockey. There can’t 
be a one-man-show in 
ringette,” added Nancy.

In order to play for Team 
Ontario, Brianna had to go 
through a series of hoops. 
While playing a season 
at the AAA level, she was 

scouted and invited to 
try out for the provincial 
squad. After two rounds of 
try-outs involving about 
70 prospects, Brianna was 
accepted to Team Ontario 
in May 2022.

Brianna also made 
Waterloo’s National 
Ringette League team, 
the Waterloo Wildfire. 
Now, she’ll be able to play 
competitively in Canada’s  
highest ringette league 
until she decides to retire, 
as there are no age limits. 
Here she plays with some 
of the most skilled women 
in the game.

From February 19 to 25, 
→ RINGETTE 18

Elmira ringette player heading 
to Canada Winter Games
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WOOLWICH WILDCATS
 ■ Bantam U15BB 

Sunday, Feb.5th Vs Centre 
Wellington Fusion
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Grant Rintoul, Josh 
Wraight
ASSISTS: Mac Zettel (2), 
Grant Rintoul
 ■ Atom U10A

Jan 28 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies 
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 5
 Huskies won 5-4.
GOALS: Brayden Clemmer, 
Benjamin Collison, Cole 
Metcalfe and Connor 
Shantz. 
ASSISTS: Jack Frey (2)
 ■ Atom U10A

Feb 4 vs Burlington Eagles 
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Daxton Habermehl 
(2), Matvii Kamyshnyi, 
Keegan Bakker 
ASSISTS: Spencer Martin, 
Keegan Bakker, Daxton 
Habermehl, Matvii 
Kamyshnyi, Matteo Abate 
 ■ Atom U10A

Feb 5 vs Oakville Rangers 
Red
HOME: 5 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Daxton Habermehl, 
Matvii Kamyshnyi, Matteo 
Abate, Jack Frey and 
Brayden Clemmer. 
Assist: Devin Vogel 

WOOLWICH WILD
 ■ Novice U11 LL-1

Feb 4, 23 vs Kitchener 
Lady Rangers
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 2
 ■ Novice U11 LL-1

Feb 6, 23 vs Grand River 
Mustangs
HOME: 0   VISITOR: 5 

 ↆ M I N O R  S P O R T S  S C O R E B O A R D

Regional Municipality of Waterloo
2023 Appointments to Boards, Commissions,

Advisory Committees & Special Purpose Bodies
The Regional Municipality of Waterloo advertises for applications from the 
public and appoints residents to various Boards, Commissions, Advisory 
Committees and other Special Purpose Bodies needed for a particular year(s) 
or Council term of office. These appointments give residents of this Region, 
from a variety of backgrounds, a chance to volunteer and become actively 
engaged as a member of a Board, Commission, Advisory Committee or other 
Special Purpose Body.
Interested residents and incumbent members are invited to apply for 
appointment to any of the following:

a) Active Transportation Advisory Committee (ATAC)
Up to Thirteen persons are required for a term of up to four years. ATAC 
will serve as a forum for the public to raise their viewpoints on particular active 
transportation issues and to advise Regional Council and staff on cycling and 
pedestrian issues. Residents from all areas of the Region are encouraged to apply 
to provide a balanced regional perspective on cycling and pedestrian issues.

b) Ecological and Environmental Advisory Committee (EEAC)
Up to fifteen persons are required for a term of up to four years. 
Persons with knowledge, interest, professional and/or technical 
qualifications in environmental issues related to such disciplines and policy 
areas as biology, ecology, hydrology, hydrogeology, forestry, agriculture, 
environmental law/policy, wildlife management and urban/rural planning 
are encouraged to apply.

c) Public Art Advisory Committee (PAAC)
Up to six persons are required for a term of up to three years. PAAC 
develops and recommends policies for the selection, acquisition, display, 
retention, maintenance, storage and de-accessioning of public art which is 
owned by or on loan to the Region.

d) Waterloo Region Heritage Foundation (WRHF)
Up to four persons are required for a term of up to three years. The 
Waterloo Region Heritage Foundation, provides grants for investment in 
heritage-related endeavours and advises on a wide number of heritage issues 
throughout the Region. More information on the Waterloo Region Heritage 
Foundation and the application form can be found at www.wrhf.org.

e) Kissing Bridge Trailway Advisory Board
Up to six persons are required for a term of up to three years. The Kissing 
Bridge Trailway Advisory Board advises the County of Wellington and 
Regional Council on the development and management of the Kissing Bridge 
Trailway. The Trailway Advisory Board requires up to three local non-farming 
landowners, two local farm landowners, and one member of the business 
community. It is helpful, but not necessary, for representatives to live in 
communities through which the Trailway passes, but they should be familiar 
with and preferably users of the Trailway.
Persons interested in serving on the boards listed above must file an application 
with the Regional Clerk before 4:30 p.m. on Friday, March 3, 2023. 
Application forms are available on the Region’s website:
• Go to www.regionofwaterloo.ca
• Select the “Regional Government” pull-down menu
• Select “Council”
• Scroll down the page for “Appointments”
For more information contact the Office of the Regional Clerk at 
519-575-4493 or regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca.
Advertised positions on a particular Board may be filled by current members 
whose terms have expired and/or Regional Councillors, and therefore, the 
number of actual positions may be different from the number of advertised 
positions. All applicants will receive written notification about the result of 
their application.
Personal information is collected under the authority of the Municipal Act and 
will be used to determine suitability for appointment. Questions regarding the 
collection of personal information should be referred to the Office of the 
Regional Clerk at 519-575-4493 or regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca.

 ■ Peewee U13 LL  
Dec 17, 22 vs Grand River
HOME: 3  VISITOR: 2 
GOALS: Chloe Futher, Keira 
Walsh, Adelyn Wilk
Assists - Bronwyn Rozema, 
Adelyn Wilk, Megan Forbes, 
Maddy Collison
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL  

Jan 7 vs Kitchener
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Chloe Further
ASSISTS: Bronwyn Rozema, 
Avery Clemmer
SHUT-OUT: Hailey Maxwell
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL  

Jan 11 vs Guelph
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Lauren Hennessy, 
Chloe Futher
ASSISTS: Bree Merner, 
Bronwyn Rozema, Neve 
Kelly, Tatiana Kocan
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL 

Tournament
Jan 13 vs Wilmot
HOME: 3 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Chloe Futher (2), 
Bree Merner
ASSISTS: Keira Walsh, Cam 
Holland, Maria Marin, Claira 
Dunn
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL  

Tournament
Jan 13 vs Wingham
HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Chloe Futher, 
Bronwyn Rozema, Bree 
Merner, Josie Aitkinson
ASSISTS: Lauren Hennessy, 
Keira Walsh, Chloe Futher, 
Avery Clemmer, Haley 
Boese, Maddy Collision
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL  

Tournament
Jan 14 vs Wilmot
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Lauren Hennessy
ASSISTS: Bree Merner, 

Brynn Russell
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL  

Tournament
Jan 14 vs Wingham
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Adelyn Wilk, 
Tatianna Kocan
ASSISTS: Lauren Hennessy, 
Claira Dunn, Maria Martin, 
Haley Boese
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL  

Tournament
Jan 20 vs Cambridge
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Adelyn Wilk, Maria 
Martin
ASSISTS: Keira Walsh, 
Bronwyn Rozema, Chloe 
Futher, Megan Forbes
Shut-out: Hailey Maxwell
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL  

Tournament
Jan 20 vs Sault Ste Marie
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 0
SHUT-OUT: Hailey Maxwell 
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL  

Tournament
Jan 21 vs St. Catherines
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Adelyn Wilk
ASSISTS: Chloe Futher, 
Claira Dunn
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL  

Tournament
Jan 21 vs Oakville 
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Bree Merner, Chloe 
Further
ASSISTS: Cam Holland, 
Keira Walsh, Neve Kelly, 
Bronwyn Rozema
 ■ PeeWee U13 LL  

Feb 5 vs Guelph
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Chloe Further, Bree 
Merner
ASSISTS: Claira Dunn, Josie 
Cross, Maddy Collison, Cam 
Holland

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

A HEAD-TO-HEAD WIN 
AGAINST AYR put the 
Elmira Sugar Kings ahead 
in the Midwestern Confer-
ence standings. Sunday’s 
result was the second of a 
pair of 4-1 victories posted 
over the weekend.

The Kings now sit in 
fourth spot with a record 
of 26-16-1-0 for 53 points, 
three up on the Centennials 
(24-18-1-1) and with a game 
in hand. The two teams are 
likely to meet in the first 
round of the GOJHL play-
offs, with Elmira grabbing 
some momentum in the 
last meeting of the regular 
season in which Ayr won 
five of seven.

Things got rolling Febru-
ary 3 in Caledon, where the 
Bombers had managed just 
six wins to this point in the 
season. The Kings took an 
early lead and never looked 
back.

Luke Della Croce scored 
the lone goal of the first 

Kings win both weekend games, extend 
hold on likely first-round match vs. Ayr

→ KINGS 18

period at 5:30, a power-play 
marker assisted by Jayden 
Lammel and Madden 
MacDougall, giving Elmira 
a 1-0. In the second, Brock 
Reinhart made it a 2-0 
game at 16:41, Della Croce 
and MacDougall picking up 
assists.

The third proved a little 
more action-oriented, with 
the Bombers making it a 
one-goal game when they 
scored while shorthanded 
at 8:17. Less than four 
minutes later, however, 
Logan Crans (Liam 
Eveleigh, Adam Grein) 
made it 3-1, and Reinhart 
put the game away with an 
unassisted empty-netter at 
18:34. It was 4-1 for the visi-
tors when the final buzzer 
sounded.

Shots were 34-18 in 
favour of the Kings, 
with goaltender Hayden 
Sabourin stopping 17 in the 
winning cause. Elmira was 
1-4 on the power play, while 
Caledon was 0-4.

“Friday was a good effort. 
We played well – the score 

probably didn’t reflect 
our effort. We probably 
worked a little bit harder 
than that,” said head coach 
Scott McMillan. “Caledon 
is doing a little bit better 
job lately in keeping games 
tight.”

It was definitely a tighter 
game Sunday at the WMC, 
though the scoring was 
spread out similarly.

Elmira’s Brennan 
Kennedy was the sole 
goal scorer in the opening 
period, potting one at 8:17 
with help from Grein and 
Tanner McDonald. It was 
1-0 for the home side head-
ing into the first intermis-
sion.

In the second,  Jackson 
Heron made it 2-0 at 11:12, 
with an assist going to 
Lammel. That’s how the 
things would stand after 40 
minutes.

“It was tighter, especially 
early. After we scored the 
second goal, we kind of felt 
pretty comfortable. They 
had a couple of chances 
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2615 Victoria St. N • BRESLAU
519-648-2608

www.belgian-nursery.com

Does Not include Snake Plants, Hoya, Peperomia, or other Tropical Houseplants

TROPICAL 
HOUSEPLANTS

SEED STARTING 
SUPPLIES & SEEDS 

ARE HERE!
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READY TO GET GROWING? 

DESERT  DAYS at Belgian! 
February 1st to 25th
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Sales Ends Feb. 25th – While Supplies Last – No Holds

SALE

PHALAENOPSIS 
ORCHIDS 

SALE

BIRD 
FEEDERS 

& SEED
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OFF

CACTI & SUCCULENTS 

on Lexington

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

Open to Tour

Feb. 13-17

Put the 
Shovel Away!

215 Lexington Rd, Waterloo 519-501-1131   INFO@HYGATELIVING.COM

 WWW.HYGATELIVING.COM

Winter “Staycation” packages 
in a furnished suite starting 

from $99/day
Call Stacey for details!

(Some conditions apply)
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FEBRUARY 13-19, 2023
IS NON-PROFIT SECTOR WEEK OF APPRECIATION

Inspiring people, amazing teams, changing the world on your doorstep. 
Your local nonpro�t sector would like to thank and recognize its many 
sta� and volunteers whose dedication and commitment to their work 

transform the lives of individuals and families in our community!
Together we can all make a di�erence in our community. If you would like 

to learn more about or how to get involved with your local non-pro�t 
sector, please reach out to the agencies listed below.

929 Arthur St. S. Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2
E: info@communitycareconcepts.ca

T: 519-664-1900/1-855-664-1900
www.communitycareconcepts.ca

100-7 Memorial Ave. Elmira, ON N3B 2P8
E: ddriedger@beyondhousing.ca

T: 226-476-2535
www.beyondhousing.ca

118 Barnswallow Dr. Elmira, ON N3B 29Y
E: info@elmiradcl.com

T: 519-669-3205
www.elmiradcl.com

118 Barnswallow Dr. Elmira, ON N3B 29Y
E: lreitzel@elmirasupportivehousing.com

T: 519-498-4331
www.elmirainternationalcommunity.ca

13 Industrial Dr. Unit #C Elmira, ON N3B 2S1
E: info@k-transit.com

T: 519-669-4533/1-800-461-1355
www.k-transit.com

65 Memorial Ave. Elmira, ON N3B 2R9
E: info@woolwichcounselling.org

T: 519-669-8651
www.woolwichcounselling.org

10 Parkside Dr. St. Jacobs, ON N0B 2N0 
T: 519-664-3794

www.wchc.on.ca

5 Memorial Ave. Elmira, ON N3B 2P8
E: woolwichcommunityservices@yahoo.com

T: 519-669-5139
www.woolwichcommunityservices.org

Woolwich Community
Health Centre
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#wearetitans

GAMES AT THE AUD   //   
400 EAST AVE., KITCHENER

JOIN US 
FOR A FUN 

FAMILY
HOME 

OPENER!
BUY SEASON 

TICKETS TODAY!

Follow KW Titans

#letsdothis

ticket
INFO @ 

kwtitans.com

2023 home game schedule
Wed March 1 vs Windsor Express    7pm tipo�

Sat Mar 4 vs London Lightning    7pm tipo�

Wed Mar 8 vs Windsor Express    7pm tipo�

Sun Mar 12 vs London Lightning    2pm tipo�

Wed March 22 vs Sudbury Five    7pm tipo�

Sun Mar 26 vs Jamestown Jackals    2pm tipo�

Wed Apr 12 vs London Lightning    7pm tipo�

Sat Apr 15 vs Windsor Express    7pm tipo�

Wed Apr 26 vs London Lightning    7pm tipo�

Sat Apr 29 vs Sudbury Five        7pm tipo� 

Sun Apr 30 vs London Lightning    2pm tipo�

Wed May 3 vs Windsor Express    7pm tipo�

• Black History Month with 
Waterloo Region Police Services vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express    

 vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning    

 vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express    

 vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning    

 vs Sudbury Five     vs Sudbury Five     vs Sudbury Five     vs Sudbury Five     vs Sudbury Five     vs Sudbury Five     vs Sudbury Five     vs Sudbury Five     vs Sudbury Five     vs Sudbury Five     vs Sudbury Five     vs Sudbury Five     vs Sudbury Five     vs Sudbury Five     vs Sudbury Five     vs Sudbury Five     vs Sudbury Five    

 vs Jamestown Jackals     vs Jamestown Jackals     vs Jamestown Jackals     vs Jamestown Jackals     vs Jamestown Jackals     vs Jamestown Jackals     vs Jamestown Jackals     vs Jamestown Jackals     vs Jamestown Jackals     vs Jamestown Jackals     vs Jamestown Jackals     vs Jamestown Jackals     vs Jamestown Jackals     vs Jamestown Jackals     vs Jamestown Jackals     vs Jamestown Jackals     vs Jamestown Jackals    

 vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning    

 vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express     vs Windsor Express    

 vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning    

 vs Sudbury Five         vs Sudbury Five         vs Sudbury Five         vs Sudbury Five         vs Sudbury Five         vs Sudbury Five         vs Sudbury Five         vs Sudbury Five         vs Sudbury Five         vs Sudbury Five         vs Sudbury Five         vs Sudbury Five         vs Sudbury Five         vs Sudbury Five         vs Sudbury Five         vs Sudbury Five         vs Sudbury Five        

 vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning     vs London Lightning    

vs Windsor Express    vs Windsor Express    vs Windsor Express    vs Windsor Express    vs Windsor Express    vs Windsor Express    vs Windsor Express    vs Windsor Express    vs Windsor Express    vs Windsor Express    vs Windsor Express    vs Windsor Express    vs Windsor Express    vs Windsor Express    vs Windsor Express    vs Windsor Express    vs Windsor Express    

SPECIAL
EVENTS:

• High Fives and Hugs with 
Childrens’ Miracle Network
• Farwell4Hire with Cystic Fibrosis 
Canada

• School Night 

• Local Legends of Sport

• Community Building with 
Habitat for Humanity

• Day of Mourning Recognition

Coaches: Mike Brito, Tyler McBay, Jeremey Goodwin, Greg Martin
Back Row : Cohen Hamburger, Cameron Fisher, Cruz Balog, Rhys Taylor, 
Austin Dietrich, Mason Gear, Colton Sinclair, Evan Hall, Matthew Kochut, 
Nolan Martin, Colton Brito, Reese Martin, Cohen Patterson
Front Row: Emmett Colwill, Jordan Martin, Jaxon McGuire, Max Krasovec
A huge thank you to all of our sponsors who made this possible. 

David Clarke
Plumbing

Dewar 
Services

Gleeson
 Farms

Thank You!
Wildcats U14A Team

The EDSS boys’ hockey team played against Glenview Park Secondary School on Tuesday, posting 
a 12-3 victory. The Lancers sit third in the WCSSAA standings.  Leah Gerber

The EDSS senior girls’ volleyball team hosted Glenview Park Secondary School Tuesday, losing 3-0. 
The Elmira squad currently ranks 7th in the standings. Leah Gerber

ski decides to follow left 
fork in the trail and the 
other decides to follow the 
right one.

These are the kind 

→ FROM 11

GALEA: Skis are predictably unpredictable
of things an outdoors 
enthusiast needs to be 
aware of before deciding 
to place their fate in a 
pair of cross-country skis. 
Because while they do a 

good job in getting you 
from point A to point B, if 
you are not paying atten-
tion to your surroundings, 
things can rapidly go 
downhill from there. 
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Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!Thank You Woolwich!
FOR YOUR GENEROSITY IN SUPPORTING OUR 

THIRD Annual Christmas Food Hamper Fund Drive
We would like to acknowledge the following SERVICE CLUBS and THEIR MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

who braved the late Fall weather on Friday and Saturday November 18th & 19th, 2022 to man 
the donation tables and distribute door hangers  throughout the Township communities.

ALSO
The following CHURCHES and BUSINESSES who promoted this event in their bulletins, web pages & electronic signs

St. Jacobs Mennonite Church              
Floradale Mennonite Church         

St. Teresa of Avila Roman Catholic Church, Elmira     
Emmanuel Evangelical Missionary Church, Elmira    

Trinity United Church, Elmira     
Straightline Flooring         

P.I.B. Insurance       
E.D.S.S.

Elmira Mennonite Church
St. James Evangelical Curch, Elmira
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Elmira 

  St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church, St. Jacobs
Elmira Home Hardware

Leroy’s Auto 
Dub-L-E Esso
Swiss Chalet

Calvary United Church, St. Jacobs 
Gale Presbyterian Church, Elmira   

Elmira Pentecostal Assembly
Woodside Bible Fellowship, Elmira 

The Mercantile  
Woolwich Memorial Arena 

Saner Media    

The many BUSINESSES who provided space inside and outside their businesses so the volunteers could do their job. 
AND

Elmira Foodland 
Food Basics Elmira   

Harvest Moon Restaurant  
Home Hardware Elmira

Kitchen Kuttings
St. Jacobs Home Hardware

Shoppers Drug Mart 

Working Together for a Better Community!!Working Together for a Better Community!!
THIS THANK-YOU SPONSORED BY

AND THE SPONSORS OF our DOOR HANGERS

SCAN HERE

TO DONATE!

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira ON
519-669-4640

King Street Properties
(Elmira) Ltd.

Elmira ONJohn Kendall
519-579-4300

Fairway Lumber
1205 King St. N., St. Jacobs

St. Jacobs Home Hardware
1420 King St. N., St. Jacobs

Mar-Span Home Building Centre 
50 Duke St., Elmira 

Elmira Home Hardware 
22 Church St. W., Elmira
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

BusinessBusiness The number of homes sold last month 
through the MLS system of the Water-
loo Region Association of Realtors fell to 
297 units, a decrease of 41.9% compared 
to January 2022. The average price of a 
detached home was $888,487, down 21.5% 
from January 2022 and an increase of 7.6% 
over December.

The upward trend in views of the Canadian 
economy in 2022 has been reversed in 2023, 
with perceptions back to the level of pessi-
mism seen at the height of the pandemic in 
2021, says a new Leger poll. Those with a 
negative view now outweigh those with a 
positive view by a two-to-one margin. 

Housing sales drop Economic pessimism

Dr. Mira Nusaputra & Associates
10 Parkside Drive, St. Jacobs

Call Us: 519-664-2434   
info@stjacobsdentalcare.ca www.stjacobsdentalcare.ca

TAKE THIS TEST: 
Do you have…

• Yellow Teeth

• Sensitive Teeth

• Crooked Teeth

• Bad Breath

• Bleeding Gums

• Missing Teeth

• Fear of Dentistry

Welcoming

New Patients!

Post an ad. Pay for it. 
Make your next hire.
Post an ad. Pay for it. 
Hire local with the power of print and online.

Book job listing: 519-669-5790 ext104

jobs.observerxtra.com

ReStore donations an increasing priority for Home Hardware
Seeing a good fit, St. Jacobs-based company has been growing its partnership with Habitat for Humanity

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

HABITAT FOR HUMAN-
ITY WATERLOO REGION 
and Home Hardware 
Stores Ltd. are marking a 
significant point in their 
partnership that has lasted 
for more than two decades. 

Since 2016, the St. 
Jacobs-based retailer has 
donated a total of 137,000 
pounds of product that it 
is unable to sell in their 
stores to the charity. 
That includes items that 
are spilled, dented, or 
damaged in some other 
way.

These donations go 
to support the charity’s 
retail operations, the 
ReStore. The organiza-
tion, which sells new and 
used home-improvement 
items, was founded in 1991 
in Winnipeg and now has 
locations in six coun-
tries, including 110 across 
Canada. 

ReStores play a large role 
in the charity’s fundraising 
efforts, said Rob Snider, 

the director of ReStore 
operations at Habitat 
for Humanity Waterloo 
Region.

“It’s the single largest 
fundraiser for Habitat for 
Humanity,” he said.

The Waterloo ReStore 
location opened in 1993, 
and has been partnering 
with Home Hardware 
since 2000. That includes 
the company sponsoring 
one of Habitat’s builds in 
St. Jacobs.

“Home Hardware helps 
Canadians with all their 
home improvement 
projects, and Habitat for 
Humanity aims to provide 
affordable homes for those 
in need, so our partnership 
is a natural fit,” said Andy 
Gingerich, custodial lead 
at Home Hardware, in a 
release.

Although Home Hard-
ware has been periodically 
donating items to ReStore 
since the partnership 
began, the link became 
more official in 2016 when 
the company started 

Rob Snider is the director of ReStore operations at Habitat for Humanity Waterloo Region. Bill Atwood

As much as excessive 
corporate profits bug 

me, I appreciate efforts 
that grocery stores make 
to provide us with great 
food that we would not get 
at certain times of the year 
without a well-developed 
import-export network.

It’s easy to take it for 
granted. Shelves and 
display units in stores are 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

This normally reliable food producer is struggling to get by
routinely stocked with 
truly amazing produce, 
even though the wind is 
howling and the snow 
outside is knee deep. 

Behind the scenes, a lot 
of people – people who are 
not raking in huge sums 
of money, unlike their 
company’s owners and 
upper administrators – are 
working hard to make that 

happen.
The import-export 

network’s reliability 
showed its resilience 
during COVID’s initial 
arrival. Food supplies 
were interrupted to some 

degree, but for the most 
part, we were fine. 

The network offers new 
job opportunities and 
income sources to people 
we never see. For example, 
check out the amazing qual-
ity of the Peruvian grapes 
that are arriving on the 
market – at least for now.

Last week marked the 
two-month anniversary of 

domestic upheaval in Peru 
that is severely affecting 
food production there. 
Over the past 30 years, 
the country’s fruit and 
vegetable sector has come 
on strong, with the result 
being significant and 
reliable exports of superb 
blueberries, mangoes and 
avocados, on top of terrific 
table grapes.

But the network has 
been interrupted by 
political mayhem, stem-
ming from the ousting of 
president Pedro Castillo. 
He’s the storied son of 
illiterate farmers, a rags to 
riches story, the first rural 
Peruvian to become the 
country’s top dog. 

However, he hasn’t dealt 
→ ROBERTS 18

→ CORPORATE SPONSOR 18
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well with power. He’s over-
seen what is described as a 
disastrous 16-month term 
through to December, filled 
with charges of corruption 
and incompetence. He was 
sent packing from govern-
ment, but his supporters in 
the countryside considered 
his ouster a bourgeoisie 
move. They kicked back 
with road blockades, 

protests and more. Urban 
Peru has enjoyed a measure 
of prosperity, but rural 
areas have not and they 
were hoping Castillo would 
bring them along. 

His ousting opened 
floodgates of frustration. 
In December a state of 
emergency was declared 
in the country, with fight-
ing spilling into airports 
and highways. Dozens of 

people have died.
This has thrown the 

agricultural sector into 
chaos, at what should be 
its busiest time. Alejandro 
Fuentes, president of the 
Association of Agrarian 
Producers Guilds of Peru, 
estimates 100,000 agricul-
tural workers are affected 
by the unrest. At the end 
of last month, no cold stor-
age was available, because 

it was full of asparagus and 
table grapes that couldn’t 
be moved out of produc-
tion areas. 

“This is peak table 
grape, pomegranate and 
avocados packing season,” 
he says. “This is the time 
of the year when workers 
earn not only a salary but 
extras, through all kinds 
of bonuses.” A worker in 
Peru’s table grape industry 

earns around $25 per day; 
bonuses are welcomed.

Fuentes’ office has 
condemned the violence. 
It issued a statement on 
his behalf calling for peace 
and noted the global rami-
fications of the actions.

“This is hurting the 
reputation of Peru as a reli-
able supplier,” he said.

These days, suppliers 
around the globe are poised 

to capitalize on these kinds 
of situations, to break into 
new markets. Peru clawed 
back from the grip of terror-
ist groups in the 1980s and 
worked hard to carve out a 
place on the world stage as a 
quality producer. 

The unrest puts that at 
risk, and underlines how 
food networks everywhere 
need diversity to ensure 
reliability. 

tracking their donations 
and Habitat WR started 
collecting items on a set 
schedule.

“This is such a valuable 
partnership for us, as it 
reduces our waste while 
also giving back to the 
community in a tangible 
way,” said Gingerich in an 
email. 

Although the items are 
not able to be sold there 
and cannot go into new 
home builds that Habitat 
does, there are still quality 
checks involved before 
they are sent to ReStore.

“All product that is sent 
to Habitat for Humanity 
is inspected and approved 
for safety and quality 
before it is donated. This 
is a collaborative process 
between the buyers, 
the custodians, and the 
compliance and sustain-
ability team,” Gingerich 
said.

While items sold at the 
ReStore do not come with 
any warranties, customers 
are able to make it work, 

ROBERTS: Unrest in Peru puts food supplies at risk and threatens to roll back progress made in recent years
→ FROM 17

CORPORATE SPONSOR: DIY 
enthusiasts put materials to use

→ FROM 17 Snider said.
“Most of our customers 

that are coming in are 
do-it-yourselfers. They 
can take something that 
maybe is a little less than 
perfect and make it into 
what they need for their 
project,” he said.

The success of ReStore 
in the region shows how 
generous the community 
is with their donations, 
Snider said.

“Donors are happy that 
they can find some place 
to donate their gently 
used and still usable items 
rather than throw them 
into the waste stream and 
get rid of them that way,” 
he said,

“There’s lots of oppor-
tunities for the commu-
nity to give, and lots of 
requests for the commu-
nity to give to because you 
like to see the community 
being generous, but you 
hate to see that there’s so 
many people in need, but 
that just seems to be the 
world we’re living in right 
now.” The ReStore site in Waterloo has been the beneficiary of materials donated by Home Hardware. Bill Atwood

just off some bounces 
where they had a break-
away, and they had a little 
3-on-1 where they got a 
good chance, but our goalie 
made a couple of relatively 
calm saves. Other than 
that, we were playing really 
well,” said McMillan.

As in Caledon, it become 
a 2-1 game when Ayr scored 
on the power play with just 
over two minutes to go in 
the third period. Unas-
sisted empty-net goals 
from Grein (18:48) and 
Crans (19:59) put the game 
out of reach at 4-1.

“We got into a little bit 
of penalty trouble at the 
end, and they got a power 
play goal, but we really 
felt like we were executing 
our game plan pretty well 
all night,” said the coach. 
“They scored with [a few 
minutes] left, but we were 
able to not give up any 
chances after that. And 
then we were able to put in 

a couple in the empty net.”
The Kings outshot the 

visiting Centennials 21-17, 
going 0-4 on the power 
play while Ayr was 1-5.

Daniel Botelho back-
stopped the Kings to the 
win.

This weekend, the Kings 
welcome Caledon (6-38) to 
the WMC Saturday night 
at 7 p.m., followed by a trip 
down the road to Waterloo 
on Sunday afternoon to 
face the KW Siskins (32-9-
0-2).

With the regular season 
wrapping up at month’s 
end with the playoffs to 
follow, McMillan said the 
team is concentrating on 
the here and now.

“We’re just trying to go 
into each game, just think-
ing about the one that’s in 
front of you, not worrying 
about what’s coming up 
after. Just trying to focus 
on the one game that you 
have to play that day,” he 
said.

she’ll be in Prince Edward 
Island to play in the 
Canada Winter Games.

But there are sacrifices 
that need to be made for 
such athletic success.

“It gets expensive,” 
said Nancy. “This level 
especially, paying for two 
different teams. And then 
the biggest expense is the 
travel because Bri’s dad 
and I like to go to all the 
tournaments. ”

The pandemic was also 
a challenge, because it 
meant no playing for two 
years. Brianna had to 
work hard to make up for 
that lost time. She also 

volunteers with the learn-
to-skate program and her 
niece’s U10 team to help 
train kids so that they can 
catch up, too.

Brianna is studying 
kinesiology at Wilfrid 
Laurier University. 
Though she’s not sure 
exactly what she’ll pursue 
after university, her 
ringette goals are clear: 
she wants to play for 
Team Canada.

Reaching this goal 
takes lots of work and 
sacrifices. If she’s not 
on the ice, she’s training 
in the gym, balancing 
schoolwork or head-
ing to a tournament. It 

→ FROM 12

KINGS: Taking it one game at a time

RINGETTE: She’ll be representing Ontario on the national stage in PEI
→ FROM 11 really stretches her time 

management skills.
“Definitely social life, 

it’s a lot harder especially 
in university when people 
are going out during 
the weekends and I’m 
travelling with my team 
to different provinces, I 
just lose a lot of the social 
aspect. But I’d say it’s 
worth it because I’m with 
my friends and I’m having 
fun and I’m in a compet-
itive environment. It is a 
sacrifice sometimes, but I 
wouldn’t change it.”

Brianna says it’s the 
friendships she’s made 
along her entire ringette 
career that have really 

kept her going, as well 
as the support from her 
family.

“I’m really lucky that 
they’re willing to sacrifice 
their time and money so 
I can play. I would not be 
able to play at this level 
without them and their 
encouragement and 
everything.”

She feels a bit nervous 
for the Canada Winter 
Games because of the 
level of competition and 
the presence of scouts. 
“It’s a very big competi-
tion and there’s going to 
be a lot of scouts there, 
but I just need to play like 
I usually do.”

Brianna Jacobi is current-
ly preparing to head east to 
PEI as a member of the Team 
Ontario ringette squad. She’ll 
be taking part in the Canada 
Winter Games. Submitted
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

ArtsArts Canada’s Teen Jam will allow finalists to 
perform on a massive concert stage as 
an opener to this year’s Wayback Festival 
in Kitchener on July 22.  The performance 
will allow teen artists to explore their natural 
musical talents in front of both their peers 
and industry heavyweights. Teens ages 13 
to 19 can submit video performances online.
www.canadasteenjam.com

The Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony 
presents “The Magical World of Harry 
Potter” in two shows Feb. 17 and 18 at 
the Centre In The Square. The perfor-
mances feature the music of John Williams 
from across all the Harry Potter films.
www.centreinthesquare.com

Gettin’ their jam on The sounds of Potter

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

DRAYTON ENTER-
TAINMENT’S YOUTH 
ACADEMY HIGH school 
musical production 
program stages its first 
offering next week in the 
form of Legally Blonde 
The Musical.

The show, which runs 
at the St. Jacobs Country 
Playhouse from February 
15-26, promises to be an 
explosion of youthful 
energy, sass and the colour 
pink.

The high school musi-
cal production program 
brings together young 
performers from across 
the region to prepare for 
and stage a musical. 

For Ella Way, a Grade 11 
student at Waterloo-Ox-
ford District Secondary 
School, the experience has 
been a fun one.

“It’s just the fact that 
you get to work with other 
people who just love doing 
it. And just love being 
there and are just happy to 
be part of this team,” said 
Way, who is involved with 
the costume design team.

“Drayton’s been some-

Young performers practicing the law of entertainment
Students from across the region take a break from rehearsals of their upcoming production of Legally Blonde as part of Drayton Entertainment’s Youth Academy. Leah Gerber

thing that my family has 
been participating in and 
going to watch shows since 
I was really, really little. 
So when David [Connolly] 
started talking about 
and planning the Youth 
Academy, we thought, 
‘Well, might as well do 
it,’ because I enjoy doing 
theater stuff and being 
involved in the backstage 
stuff.”

The play follows char-
acter Elle Woods and her 
adventures as she enters 
Harvard Law School, 
despite the stereotypes 
that she doesn’t belong 
there.

“It’s an iconic musical 
that has stood the test of 
many, many years because 
I think the themes of 
shattering stereotypes 
and being true to yourself 
are more important now 
than when it first came 
out. It came out in 2003, 
but I think with the advent 
of social media, these 
themes, to these kids, 
especially, post pandemic 
are really, really vital,” said 
Connolly, the associate 
artistic director for Dray-
ton Entertainment and 
director of education for 

the Youth Academy. 
From Way’s perspective, 

the costumes reflect how 
fun the play is. “Well, we’re 
doing lots of early 2000s 
costumes. So a lot of the 
actors are wearing capri 
pants with six different 
layers. And none of it 
really matches. It’s kind of 
like pulling them back in 
time. I love it because you 
get to create this kind of 
basis for a storyline with 
just what they’re wearing.”

The kids have been 
rehearsing since January, 
with four rehearsals each 
week: four hours on two 
weeknights each week, 
and longer rehearsals on 
the weekends . The play’s 
actors and backstage 
crew include 50 kids from 
across the region.

Connolly says the musi-
cal is an opportunity for 
the community to show 
the next generation their 
support.

“The pandemic was 
terrible for all kids, but I 
think especially for high 
school kids – to have 
missed that many years of 
their high school devel-
opment is something that 
we wanted to address and 

make up for lost time as 
best we could.”

The play is sponsored 
by Brad Carr of West 
Montrose. Carr sits on 
Drayton Entertainment’s 
volunteer board and is the 
CEO of Mattamy Homes 
Canada.  He chalks a lot of 

his success up to his expe-
rience learning drama at 
Elmira District Secondary 
School from teacher Gord 
Davis.

“Great teachers imprint 
their wisdom on their 
students. And, you know, 
not just for myself, but 

for literally hundreds and 
hundreds of other kids. 
Individuals like Gord, 
teachers like Gord, I’ll 
forever be grateful for the 
role he played in my devel-
opment. So the chance to 
not only support youth 
but to say thank you to 
someone who did this for 
so many years. It’s a nice 
secondary benefit,” said 
Carr.

“You get into the arts 
because you find a place 
of inclusion. You find 
something that allows 
you to express creativity, 
to experience the stage, 
all those reasons. But 
what you realize is you’re 
learning work ethic, self 
confidence, public speak-
ing, time management, 
productivity, there are 
so many things that I use 
in my day-to-day life in 
business that I attribute 
to the teachings that I 
got from the time I spent 
with Gord and the Elmira 
District Secondary theatre 
program.”

Gord Davis, who Carr 
honoured with the spon-
sorship, was touched by 
the gesture. “Theatre 

→ LEGALLY BLONDE 28

Participants in Drayton’s Youth Academy to stage Legally Blonde The Musical at St. Jacobs Country Playhouse

Performers work on their ‘bend and snap.’ Leah Gerber
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
FOR WELDING SHOP. 
J O B  I N C L U D E S 
welding, fabricating, 
bandsaw cutting etc. 
Martins Hayfeeders 
Inc, Linwood. Call Ivan 
519 - 580 7182.

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

WE ARE HIRING
Woodworking Machinist 

Cabinet Sales & Design 

Cabinet Installer

Cabinet Installer
(Bracebridge Location)

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and 
growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Go to: mrjutzi.hibid.com/auctions

www.mrjutzi.ca

M. R. JUTZI & Co.
5100 Fountain St. N., Breslau   519.648.2111

February 21stb

FEBRUARY TOOL & EQUIPMENT
TIMED ONLINE AUCTION

Cars and Trucks
Saturday, February 18th  at 9:30 am

C nd T cks

FEBRUARY VEHICLE AUCTION
-  WEBCAST ONLINE

Help Wanted

Auction

Help Wanted
HELP WANTED IN 
BAKERY - FULL OR 
par t  t ime.  H i l l -
crest Home Baking 
519-669-1381.

Help Wanted
MINI -VAN DRIVER 
NEEDED-PART-TIME 
suitable for retired 
person. Driving for 
mennonite communi-
ties - country drives. 
Dave-519-574-1489.

Help Wanted
THUR TRANSPORT IS 
LOOKING FOR AN AZ 
driver for local work. 
Full and part time 
opportunities. Please 
send resume to karen@
thurtransport.com or 
call 519-669-3991.

ROYAL CANADIAN 
LEGION, BRANCH 469 
is looking for a Part-Time 
bartender to share the 
responsibilities of oper-
ating our bar Wednes-
days through Saturdays. 
Current Smart Serve 
training required. We 
are looking for an indi-
vidual who is motivated, 
works well with others, 
and possesses excel-
lent customer service 
skills. Send resume to 
elmirabranch469@
gmail.com.

Work Wanted
45 YEAR OLD MALE 
LOOKING FOR WORK. 
Have drivers licence 
and car. Call Rob at 
519-664-2161.

E X P E R I E N C E D 
MENNONITE CLEAN-
ing lady. In Elmira 
& Floradale area 
only. Call Darlene at 
519-496-1241.

For Sale
C O U N T RY L A N E 
FABRICS SPRING SALE. 
February 13th - 25th. 
10% less on fabrics, 
quilt and comforter 
batts, tableflex, gloves, 
hosiery, box cards, 
rubber stamps and 
accessories. Selected 
fabrics and small ware 
items at half price. 
519-664-0701.

W A L L E N S T E I N 
GENERAL STORE INC 
7278 Line 86 519 669 
2231. Sale Feb 13, to 
24. Closed Family Day 
and Sat Feb 25th Inven-
tory. 10% off Selected 
Hardware Garant Forks 
and Shovels, Barn Owl 
Forks. Sico Latex Evolu-
tion or Kitchen & Bath 
Paints, Clothing, Fabric, 
15% off Housewares, 
Giftware.

Farm Services
BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20kg, Ice melt comes 
in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwech-
ter. Minimum 15 ton 
lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
RETIRED COUPLE 
SEEKS 2 BEDROOM, 1.5 
bath townhouse or apart-
ment to rent. No pets, 
non smokers. Please call 
519-747-3874.

STILL BUYING ALL 
ANTIQUES, COINS, 
jewellery, wrist and 
pocket watches, 
Omega, Rolex, Tudor etc. 
Fair, honest prices. Over 
40 years in business. 
gallamore@golden.net 
or call Terry at Elmira 
519-242-6900.

Coming 
Events

KARATE! IN-PERSON 
& VIRTUAL CLASSES 
A V A I L A B L E
S C H W E I T Z E R ' S 
M A R T I A L  A R T S 
Self-defense, Self-dis-
cipline, Self-confidence 
GROUP CLASSES FOR 
AGES 4 TO ADULT 
Taught by Renshi 
Becky Schweitzer, 
4th Degree Black Belt 
and 12X World Karate 
Champion Location St. 
Peters Lutheran Church 
- 2925 Lobsinger Line, 
Heidelberg EARLY 
BIRD SPECIAL ONLY 
$105+HST FOR 10 
WEEKS  Un i form 
extra Special ends 
Feb. 13. Regular 
price $125+HST Call 
519-580-1418 or e-mail 
becky_schweitzer@
h o t m a i l . c o m 
www.schweitzers
martialarts.com

SENIORS VALEN-
TINE'S DAY DINNER 
and Dance at Hygate 
Active Senior Living, 
Waterloo, Friday, 
February 10 from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. $22/person. 
Menu: 1 pc fish and 
chip dinner. Live music, 
dance and door prizes. 
Call Stacey to buy your 
tickets 519-501-1131

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Please call  or email Donna Rudy: 
 519-669-5790 ext 104 
 donna@woolwichobserver.com

Family Announcement Advertising: Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/order-family-album

Single:  $28 per insertion 
  

Double:  $38 per insertion 

Triple:  $48 per insertion

Announce it in 
the Observer.
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Many In-Stock or Custom Bathroom Vanities, Kitchen Cabinetry, Flooring 
and Tiles, Blinds, Shades, Fashion Plumbing • Our experienced personell 
and designer will help you work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

(ELMIRA)

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

Must bring coupon in or use code “repair22”

$10 OFF$10 OFF PATIO DOOR SCREEN 
REPLACEMENT

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

www.perfectpitchhearing.com

29A Church St. W. 
Elmira, ON

519-210-3030

WE’RE THE 

FOR ALL YOUR 
HEARING NEEDS

WE’RE THE 

FOR ALL YOUR 
HEARING NEEDS

PERFECT CHOICEPERFECT CHOICE

BOOK A FREE 
HEARING TEST TODAY!

BOOK A FREE 
HEARING TEST TODAY!

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!
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T O G E T H E R
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

 HARD

 EASY

 ↆ R E A L  E S A T E

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

$499,900
Lot 13, Side Road 12, Moorefield
Dreaming of the perfect spot to build your dream house in the country?  
Here is your chance with 9 acres, located close to both Drayton and 
Moorefield.  Property has both fields and bush ..  ideal for a hobby farm! 
Located approximately 40 minutes for Waterloo Or Stra�ord! And 
approximately 50 minutes from Guelph ideal for a family recrea�onal spot, 
while you plan your forever home. MLS 40353723

$290,000 
021559 Grey Road 16, Keady
Incredible opportunity and Poten�al. Live in while finishing any 
renova�ons at your own pace. This 1500 square foot home has had some 
improvements, roof – 2021, updated 200 Amp Electric panel, Sep�c 2021.   
This is your opportunity to own your own home … and room to make it 
your forever home, or perfect for all investors.  Large back yard with plenty 
of room to entertain!  .. book your showing today MLS# 40342465

NEW LISTING $649,900
4 Wya� Street E, Elmira
Welcome 4 Wya� Street East, Elmira. This charming bungalow has plenty to 
offer. The Ceiling insula�on was Brought up to Todays Standard in 2019. 
New, (2019) 28g Metal roof. With 2 Bedrooms and 2-bathroom, basement 
is par�ally finished with room for the new owners to add their own touches. 
Book your viewing today as this one will not last long. MLS# 40363847

NEW LISTING $649,900
4 Wya� Street E, Elmira
Welcome 4 Wya� Street East, Elmira. This charming bungalow has plenty to 
offer. The Ceiling insula�on was Brought up to Todays Standard in 2019. 
New, (2019) 28g Metal roof. With 2 Bedrooms and 2-bathroom, basement 
is par�ally finished with room for the new owners to add their own touches. 

NEW LISTING $649,900
4 Wya� Street E, Elmira
NEW LISTING $649,900
4 Wya� Street E, Elmira

SOLD

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

1-545 Elm Ave., Listowel             MLS   $499,900.00

13 Memorial Ave, Elmira             MLS  $540,000.00

Offi  ce: 519-669-2772
Brad Direct: 519-741-6231
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

36 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

35 Knapp Rd., Elmira                   MLS  $1,249,900.00

SOLD

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira  519-669-54263 Arthur St. S., Elmira  3 Arthur St. S., Elmira  519-669-54263 Arthur St. S., Elmira  

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Emily Minielly

519-504-6247
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com

ELMIRA - Check out this 5 Bedroom Bungalow in Birdland! This unique opportunity gives 
you the option of multi-generational living or a single-family dwelling... you choose! The 
main floor has 3 Bedrooms, a fair-sized kitchen, a dining room, living room with big bright 
windows overlooking the covered front porch, 4-piece bathroom and a main floor laundry 
room. Walk out from the dining room to a shaded deck and relax in the yard with the view 
of mature trees. This open concept basement has 2, bedrooms, its own kitchen and 
laundry room, 4-piece bathroom, dinette area, 2 living room spaces, and lots of storage. 
You will be impressed with the overall open feel of this home. The doublewide, concrete 
driveway provides parking for 2 and the oversized single garage is perfect for the car 
enthusiast and is equipped with a hoist. Close to schools, downtown, rec centre, public 
transit and more. Come and see this nicely finished and well-kept home that is sure to 
impress! MLS 40373050

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

$650,000$650,000

The Woolwich Wild U13A won the 32nd annual London Devilettes 
Tournament on Feb. 3-5, going undefeated over the weekend. 
Front row: Elle English, Sage Balog, Taylor Rayfield, Stella Grundy, 
Audrey English, Addison Gunn, Elle Schwindt, McKenzie Rank.  
Back row: Ellie Clemmer, Brinley Fitzgerald, Rachel Heckendorn, 
Brynn Berfelz, Megan Nixon, Lyla Naughton, Camrynn Dewar, 
Seryna Hessels. Coaches: Karen Martin, Rod Martin, Michael 
Heckendorn, Marylou Schwindt.  Submitted

newsmart.ca

The store for newspaper readers.

newsmart.ca

Visit our online store to 
discover exclusive Observer 
products. Every product 
purchase supports local 
news coverage

The store for newspaper readers.

news coverage

The store for newspaper readers.

news coverage

The store for newspaper readers.

news coverage

Make a positive 
local statement 
everytime you 
put one on.
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Death Notice

BAUMAN, MAYNARD H. - There comes 
a time when a long earthly life comes 
to completion, like the finishing of a 
finely turned wooden bowl from a burl. 
Maynard Bauman, a longtime resident of 
St. Jacobs, died peacefully surrounded 
by his family on February 4, 2023.

GINGRICH, ABNER - Passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, February 5, 2023 
at his home in Elmira, at the age of 79 
years.

HORST, ANNA B. - Passed away peace-
fully at her home, RR 1, Wallenstein on 
Thursday, February 2, 2023 at the age 
of 89 years.

Emma (Horst) Brubacher
1923-2018

(March 7, 2023 would have been her 100th Birthday)

Love Always, Your Family

When Someone You Love Becomes

Those Memories Become

Treasures
 A Memory

Emma Brubacher IN MEMORIAM 2.47x3.6.indd   1Emma Brubacher IN MEMORIAM 2.47x3.6.indd   1 2023-02-03   11:47 AM2023-02-03   11:47 AM

WALTER 
Kieffer 

No one knows how much I miss you
I have suffered since I lost you.
Life has never been the same 

In my hear your memeory lingers 
Sweet, tender, fond and true. 
There is not a day dear father 

That I don’t think of you.

Feb. 11, 2008 
15 long years 

Dad

Love  
Your daughter Sharon,  

son in law Peter, grand daughters 
Angie, Natalie, and great grandsons 

Riley, Alex and Ciel

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

Vincent Snelling 

Life is so short 
And the years go by fast 

Special moments and memories 
From the past.

We see your picture
And miss your smiling face

How we long to have one last embrace.
The Lord saw you suffering 

And said Vince, come on home
To a peaceful place

Where your soul can roam.
The tears flow less

But the emptiness remains
Leaving a void in our hearts

Until we meet again.
We know you are watching 

From up above
Rest assured,

We can feel your love.
You will live in our hearts forever.

In memory of 

Lovingly remembered by Marie & Family 

a dear Husband, Father,  
Grandfather & Great Grandfather 

who passed away 20 years ago  
February 13, 2003

Public Notice – 
Council Meetings Move 

to Tuesday Evenings
Committee of the Whole and Council meetings 
will be moving to Tuesday evenings starting 
in February! Meetings will still begin at 7pm 
and livestreamed on the Township’s YouTube 
Channel. The next scheduled Committee of the 
Whole meeting is Tuesday, February 14, 2023 at 
7PM. Please note, meetings are still not open to 
the public. 

For more information, please visit:
www.woolwich.ca/Council

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

In Memoriam

Happy 46th ♥
Wedding Anniversary to 
Patrick and Gail Weiler

Anniversary

Family Album 
Advertising

Single:  
$28 per insertion 
Double:  
$38 per insertion 
Triple:  
$48 per insertion

Announce 
it in the 

Observer.

 Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/
order-family-album

Advertisement

observerxtra.com/letters

Write a letter to the 
editor and submit it 
online today.

Hey Kids! Let’s fill our communities 
with plenty of snow creations this year.

1. Make a snow 
creation & name it.

2. Take a picture with 
creator(s).

3. Upload photo.
4. See it in the 

Observer & online.

observerxtra.com/snowday
More details and photo upload:
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here The Trans Canada Trail’s new virtual 
conversation series, Trail Talk Live, kicks 
off on Feb. 15 at noon. The inaugural talk 
will feature Trans Canada Trail president 
& CEO Eleanor McMahon and Melanie 
Vogel, a Yukon-based German hiker who 
completed an epic five-year through-hike 
of the Trans Canada Trail in November 2022.
www.tctrail.ca

Children’s Healthcare Canada (CHC) and 
ScienceUpFirst have declared Feb. 23 as 
National Kids and Vaccines Day 2023. The 
goal is to promote vaccine confidence, with 
a particular focus on routine vaccinations 
to protect Canada’s 8 million children and 
youth – 1 in 4 kids missed their scheduled 
shots in 2021, for instance.

Talkin’ trails Kids and Vaccines Day

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My 
70-year-old father-in-law 
smoked for more than 30 
years. I read that men who 
used to smoke should be 
screened for an abdom-
inal aortic aneurysm. 
What does this screening 
involve? What would be 
done if he is found to have 
an aneurysm?

ANSWER: A number of 
factors can raise the risk 
of developing an abdomi-
nal aortic aneurysm. One 
of the most significant is 
tobacco use. In addition 

Former smoker should be screened for abdominal aortic aneurysm

to the direct damaging 
effects that smoking has 
on arteries, smoking 
contributes to the buildup 
of fatty plaques in the 
arteries, and high blood 
pressure. Smoking also 
can cause an aneurysm to 
grow faster by damaging 
the wall of the aorta.
Other risk factors include 
a family history of abdom-

inal aortic aneurysm; 
being male; and having 
atherosclerosis, which is 
a condition where fat and 
other substances build 
up in the lining of your 
blood vessels. The risk 
of an abdominal aortic 
aneurysm also goes up 
with age.
Because of his history 
of smoking and his age, 
you are correct that your 
father-in-law should be 
screened for an abdominal 
aortic aneurysm.
The screening that is 
recommended typically 

includes a physical exam 
and an ultrasound of the 
abdomen. Other imag-
ing tests may be needed 
in some cases, too. If an 
abdominal aortic aneu-
rysm is found, treatment 
depends on the size of 
the aneurysm, its rate of 
growth, and whether it is 
causing any symptoms.
The aorta is a large blood 
vessel about the size of 
a garden hose that runs 
from your heart through 
the center of your chest 
and abdomen. Two types 
of aortic aneurysms can 

occur in the wall of the 
vessel. An abdominal 
aortic aneurysm is a bulge 
in the aorta just above the 
area of your belly button 
that forms due to weak-
ness in the blood vessel’s 
wall. A thoracic aneurysm 
also can occur along the 
part of the vessel that 
passes through the chest 
cavity. The greatest risk of 
such an aneurysm is that 
it may rupture. Because 
it provides the body with 
much of its blood supply, 
a rupture in the abdom-
inal aorta can lead to 

life-threatening internal 
bleeding.
Based on the various risk 
factors, many health care 
organizations, including 
Mayo Clinic, recommend 
that men 65-75 who are 
or were smokers get 
screened for an abdomi-
nal aortic aneurysm. Men 
and women who have 
a family history of the 
disease may need to begin 
screening earlier. Some 
organizations recommend 
that screening begin at 
55. Currently, the data 

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

FORMER EDSS 
TEACHER GORD DAVIS 
is about to retire for the 
second time, this time 
from The Singer’s Theatre 
in Kitchener.

Davis is credited 
with starting the drama 
program at the school in 
1971, though that was not 
originally his intention. 

“I had a double major in 
math and English, so Merv 
Duke, who was the princi-
pal at the time, hired me 
because of that combina-
tion,” Davis said

“When they decided to 
start a theatre program, 
there was another teacher 
who wanted to do it. But 
Mr. Duke called me into 
the office, and he said, ‘I 
want you to teach this.’ 
And I always say that he 
saw something in me that 
I didn’t even know was 
there. I had helped out in 
the drama club up until 
that point doing some 
stuff – I directed a couple 
of shows and that kind 

of thing. He had confi-
dence in me and I started 
the program,” Davis 
explained.

Following his retire-
ment from teaching in 
2001, Davis went on to 
direct productions with 
theatre companies across 
Waterloo Region, includ-
ing every summer at The 
Singer’s Theatre as their 
resident director. Amanda 
Brunk, who founded the 
group in 2002, explained 
why Davis was a good fit as 
director.

“I got to do a show with 
Gord with him direct-
ing and I loved how he 
worked. I loved how he 
used everybody. He used 
the strengths of all the 
actors so impeccably, 
and so I had a really good 
experience with him there. 
So when I was thinking 
about who I wanted to 
direct this program, I knew 
because it was going to be 
high school students and I 
knew that he had so much 
experience teaching high 
school theatre,” Brunk 
explained.

Gord Davis retires for a second time

→ DAVIS 27

After retiring from EDSS, Elmira’s Gord Davis continued working with young performers with The 
Singer’s Theatre. Now, 20 years later, he’s passing on that baton. Bill Atwood

The former head of EDSS’ drama department has now opted to step back from his work with The Singer’s Theatre

The Singer’s Theatre 
does a “senior intensive” 
and a “junior intensive” 
every year. After April 
auditions, the cast and 
crew perform a full-
fledged production after 
two weeks of preparations, 
something Davis was 

unsure about when Brunk 
first asked him to join.

“I thought, ‘are you 
kidding? Two weeks for a 
full production?’ So once 
we started, it kept grow-
ing,” he said.

Since those humble 
beginnings, the theatre 

has done performances of 
a wide variety of produc-
tions, including well-
known musicals such as 
Rent, A Tale of Two Cities 
and Les Misérables. Davis 
showed a lot of pride in his 
work at the theatre, Brunk 
said.

“He would always help 
load the set on and off the 
truck and up and down 
stairs onto the stage and 
he was always there. 
Directors aren’t expected 
to do that stuff, ever. Gord 
was always there. Partly 
because he probably 
wanted it to be done the 
way he wanted it, but he 
was always helping in any 
way possible,” she said. 

Davis would also push 
the cast to do better, 
asking a little bit more of 
everyone involved than 
they thought they were 
capable of, Brunk said

“He believed that there 
was more inside of every 
person. He really, truly 
believed there was more. 
He asked a lot of every-
body, and sometimes that 
was intense, but what 
happened is that he got 
such incredible results. He 
got such beautiful art from 
these kids who maybe 
didn’t know they had it in 
them,” she said. 

Former cast member 
Ella Latta Suazo, who was 
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Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

Experienced an accident?
Not sure what to do with your car after a collision? 

We want to be your next call, saving you from stress & confusion!

After an accident, your vehicle can be towed and stored with us. If your insurance 
gives us the approval to fi x your vehicle, we will proceed to do the mechanical 

repairs, arrange for the body repairs and get it road safe for you again.

We will keep you informed throughout the whole process, but save you from 
needing to do the “legwork”. 

If you ever have any questions, please let us know!
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Pull apart this sticky-
sweet treat and share 

with your friends!

Monkey bread is a 
knotty-looking 

loaf of sweet bread made 
from balls of dough 
coated with cinnamon, 
sugar, and melted butter. 
It’s traditionally served 
warm so that the sticky 
baked pieces can be 

pulled apart. The name 
“monkey” refers to how 
you eat this sweet treat — 
with your hands.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Monkey Bread
▢ 1⁄2 cup packed light 
brown sugar

▢ 1 1⁄2 tsp  ground 
cinnamon

▢ 1⁄8 tsp ground nutmeg

▢ 6 tbsp unsalted 
butter, melted and 
cooled

▢ Vegetable oil spray

▢ 1 pound pizza dough, 
room temperature

▢ 1⁄3 cup powdered 
sugar

▢ 2 tsp milk

1. In a small bowl, stir 
together brown sugar, 
cinnamon, and nutmeg. 
Place melted butter 
in a second small 
bowl. Spray 8-inch 
round cake pan with 
vegetable oil spray.

2. Spray counter lightly 
with vegetable oil 
spray. Place dough 
on greased counter 
and pat into 6-inch 
square. Use kitchen 
shears to cut dough 
in half. Cut each half 
into 3 strips (you’ll 
have 6 strips total). 
Cut each strip into 6 
even pieces (you’ll 
have 36 pieces total)

3. Roll each piece of 
dough into a ball. Dip 
each ball in melted 
butter to coat, roll in 
brown sugar mixture, 
then place in greased 
pan. Cover bottom 
of pan with dough 
balls in single layer.

4. Cover pan tightly 
with plastic wrap and 

leave in a warm place 
until dough balls are 
puffy and have risen 
slightly (about 1⁄2 
inch), 1 to 2 hours.

5. Adjust oven rack 
to middle position 
and heat oven to 350 
degrees. When dough 
is ready, discard 
plastic. Place pan in 
oven and bake until 
top of monkey bread 
is light golden brown, 
20 to 25 minutes.

6. Transfer pan to 
cooling rack and let 
monkey bread cool for 
5 minutes (no longer).

7. Place a large plate 
on top of the pan. 
Carefully flip out 
monkey bread onto 
the plate. Remove 
pan. Let cool for 10 
minutes before glazing.

8.  In a third small bowl, 
stir powdered sugar 
and milk until smooth. 
Use spoon to drizzle 
glaze over monkey 
bread. Serve warm.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Bringing 
Peacemaking Home

9:30am

Cathrin vanSintern Dick preaching

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9
▢ Woodside Evergreen for Seniors at Woodside 
Church, Elmira, 10:30 a.m. "Eating Well for Less" by 
Amy Sonnenberg, Registered Holistic Nutritionist.  
Music by Carol McKinley and Gordon Wright and 
Encouraging Words by Pastor Daniel Moes, Wood-
side.  Suggested donation $10 includes hot lunch. 
Preregister by February 5  at www.woodsidechurch.
ca/evergreen or 519-669-1296.

▢ Senior's Community Dining at  Breslau Community 
Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you to join 
us for lunch and fellowship. Cost $12. Must register 
by noon on February 3 by calling 519-664-1900.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10
▢ Friday Food at the Elmira Legion. Doors open at 4 
p.m., serving at 5:45 p.m. Menu: Turkey a la King, 
salad, dessert $10/plate. Join us in the lounge. All 
welcome.

▢ Seniors Valentine's Day Dinner and Dance at 
Hygate Active Senior Living, Waterloo from 6 p.m. to 
10 p.m. $22/person. Menu: 1 pc fish and chip dinner. 
Live music, dance and door prizes. Call Stacey to buy 
your tickets 519-501-1131

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
▢ Fruit Tree Grafting Workshop at the Elmira Library 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Learn about the history 
and  process of grafting fruit trees with a close up 
look at cleft grafting. Featuring local gardener Fred 
Lichti.Registration required. No cost.more info and 
registration aroberts@woolwich.ca or 519-514-7027.

▢ "We Don't Talk About..." The magical musical 
movie everyone IS talking about. Join us at Elmira 
Mennonite Church at 2:30 p.m. free of charge for 
a family friendly movie afternoon. The movie will 
be  followed by a discussion on healthy family rela-
tionships.  Doors open at 2 p.m. Popcorn! For more 
information contact the church office at admin@
elmiramennonite.ca or 519-669-5123.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17
▢ Friday Food at the Elmira Legion. Doors open at 4 
p.m., serving at 5:45 p.m. Menu: meatloaf, mashed, 
veggies, salad, roll, dessert, $10/plate. Join us in the 
lounge. All welcome.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20
▢ Woolwich Gardeners February Speaker. Join us at 
St. James Lutheran Church, Elmira, 7 p.m. with 
Speaker Karin Davidson-Taylor (Royal Botanical 
Gardens). She will speak on "Healing Plants".  Free-
will donation for non-members. Open to the public. 
"Lug a Mug" for refreshments and treats.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21
▢ Tuesday Take-out Lunch at Gale Presbyterian 
Church.  Drive-thru pick-up from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. $12/meal. Menu: meatloaf, mashed potatoes 
with gravy, vegetable, salad, bread and cherry 
cheesecake. RSVP by Fri. Feb 17 (noon) to office@
galepresbyterian.com or 519-669-2852.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22
▢ Senior's Community Dining at  Linwood Commu-
nity Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for lunch and fellowship. Cost $12. Must regis-
ter by noon on February 17 by calling 519-664-1900.

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordFind-A-Word THEME: DOGSWord of the Week

ACROSS
1. Postage
6. Between the wrist 

and fingers
10. Solo
14. Female demon
15. Creme-filled cookie
16. Qualm
17. To the left, at sea
18. Processors
19. 12-point type
20. Censure
22. Above
23. Place to play
24. Unfilled part of a 

wine cask 
26. Take effect
30. Yellowish-brown
31. Seed of pisum 

sativum
32. Monopoly token
33. Gave the once-over
35. Cast member
39. Bliss
41. Great sound
43. Printing flourish
44. Bump
46. Ancient Andean
47. Break
49. Bird's beak
50. Long, long time
51. Catch sight of
54. Andy's radio partner
56. ___ fruit

57. Destined to be 
discarded

63. Baby holder
64. Mass number
65. Air freshener option
66. Be a snitch
67. Kind of column
68. Grave marker

69. Eye problem
70. Central point
71. Money in the 

bank, say

DOWN
1. Bed support
2. Spanish appetizer

3. Crazily
4. Bog
5. Peppermint ___
6. Characterization
7. Daughter of 

King Minos
8. Amount to make 

do with

9. Full-size model
10. Cultural region 

in the Eastern 
United States

11. Indian condiment
12. Disguised, cut
13. Obviously 

surprised
21. Like Cheerios
25. Ballet move
26. Breaks a 

commandment
27. Ashtabula's lake
28. Unit of pressure
29. Defying defeat
34. Amber's class, 

forever?
36. Chinese dynasty
37. A while back
38. Handwoven rugs
40. At a distance
42. Cellist's stroke
45. Defenseless
48. Boa or anaconda
51. Channels
52. "Snowy" bird
53. In a cunning way
55. Chip dip
58. Shot in the arm
59. Mental keenness
60. Brews
61. Its motto is "Lux 

et veritas"
62. "Beat it!"

ACROSS
1. Said
7. Creep
8. Court
9. Aegean country
10. Mouthed off

DOWN
1. Festoons
2. Aquarium fish
3. Buenos ___
4. Attempts
5. Bring out
6. Having a cupola

 CHOW
 COCKER
 CORGI
 CUR
 DHOLE
 DINGO

 GUN-DOG
 HOUND
 HUSKY
 LAIKA
 LAP-DOG
 LYM

 NUNX
 PEKE
 POM
 POOCH
 POODLE
 PUG

 PUP
 PYE-DOG
 PYRAME
 RACH
 RANGER
 RUG

SCHIPPERKE
 SHOUGH
 TIKE
 TURNSPIT
 TYKE
 WHELP

FRAUGHT
causing or having a lot of 
emotional stress or worry

22

If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

observerxtra.com/snowday
Upload your
photos here:

1. Make a snow 
    creation & name it.
2. Take a picture with 

creator(s).
3. Upload photo.
4. See it in the 

Observer & online.

Everytime the snow flies,
get creative outdoors, snap
a picture and send it to us.
Get featured in the paper.

Everytime the snow flies,
get creative outdoors, snap
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Call or Visit us today
730 Bridge Street West - Unit 3,

Waterloo, Ontario, N2V 2J4
Phone: (519) 747-5075, Fax: (519) 747-4608

e-mail: info@acuteservices.com
web: www.acuteservices.com

On-site Training & 
Distance Learning

Elevating Work Platform 
(Scissor and Boom Lift)

Respirator Fit Testing
Working at Heights 
(Initial and Refresher) 

Confined Space Entry & Rescue 
And Many More!

A+

Community Services Recovery Fund 
is inviting applications!
This fund supports Community Service Organizations 
(including non-profit organizations, Indigenous 
Governing Bodies, and Registered Charities) in 
adapting and modernizing their organizations for 
pandemic recovery. 

Together, Waterloo Region Community Foundation 
and United Way Waterloo Region Communities have 
$2.8 Million to distribute across Waterloo Region, with 
additional funding available through Red Cross.

Each partner is leading the distribution of funding in 
one of the three project focus areas: 

• Investing in Systems and Process (WRCF)
• Investing in Program and Service Innovation and 

Redesign (United Way WRC)
• Investing in People (Red Cross) Visitez www.fondsderelancedesservicescommunautaires.ca pour 

savoir comment présenter une demande et découvrir des ressources.

Learn more and apply by February 21, 2023 at wrcf.ca/recovery-fund or uwaywrc.ca/csrf

in six productions at The 
Singer’s Theatre, said 
although Davis had high 
expectations, they were 
well-founded. 

“He knew what we were 
capable of, and that level 
of trust that he had in us 
and respect for our abil-
ities really made me feel 
like he was treating us as 
professionals rather than 
like we’re just doing this 
community theatre, which 
can sometimes be seen 
as less professional. He 
really pushed us to learn 
and to grow and to really 
improve [despite] the short 
two-week time period,” 
Latta Suazo said.

According to Latta 
Suazo, Davis made an 
effort to have every 
cast member involved 
throughout the show, no 
matter how big or small 
the role.

“I felt very included in 
the storytelling because of 
Gord’s directing philos-
ophy around keeping 
people on stage even if 
they’re not saying lines, 
which I know is a bit 
unconventional. That way 
he has the cast on stage 
for most of the show, and 
having them reacting 
to what’s going on and 
helping him tell the story 

with their body language 
and with their presence,” 
she said.

“A lot of directors will 
say the common expres-
sion is that there are no 
small roles, only small 
actors, but he really 
embodies that belief,” 
Latta Suazo added.

While it is hard for Davis 
to choose a favourite 
production, he had many 
memorable moments 
throughout his directing 
career. 

“What I enjoyed the 
most would be working 
with people to create 
a production that an 
audience can get lost in. 
I always used to talk to 
the cast members before 
they would go on... I 
would always tell them 
that their job was to 
take the audience away 
from their own life and 
immerse them in the life 
of what was happening 
on the stage. That they 
had to do that too – they 
had to forget about all 
the stuff that goes on in 
their own life and become 
these characters,” Davis 
explained. 

Latta Suazo can see 
Davis’ legacy continuing 
in her current work with 
St. Jacobs Arts Abound, 
which is owned by Shelley 

Martin, a former student 
of Davis’.

“It’s very interesting 
because both of us have 
a bit of that Gord touch 
from having worked with 
him, and we really like it 
for our purposes of being a 
very inclusive space. We’ll 
block a scene, and we’ll be 
like, ‘Oh, that was a very 
Gord thing of us to do.’”

Although The Singer’s 
Theatre will go through a 
transition under its new 
director, Davis’ presence 
will still be felt, said 
Brunk. 

“I think 20 years is a long 
time to sort of set some 
roots, and I can’t imagine 
that will stray too far from 
those roots because he set 
them so beautifully.”

While Davis had a 
“wonderful career,” he 
knew it was time to retire.

“When Merv Duke 
asked me to teach that 
drama program at the high 
school, he gave me the 
greatest gift I’ve ever had,” 
he said.

The Singers Theatre will 
host a gala on February 
19 to celebrate their 20th 
anniversary and Davis’ 
time as director. Former 
cast members are asked to 
submit their memories at 
www.thesingerstheatre.
ca/gala.

DAVIS: Group plans to continue on with what he started
→ FROM 24
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1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-SAT 9AM-6PM
SUNDAY 10AM-5PM
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involving young people is 
my first love. The magic is 
real,” he said.

“Students taking drama 
classes or taking part in 
extracurricular rehearsals 
work together to attain a 
common goal. Varied ages, 
varied backgrounds, varied 
interests, all cooperate to 
create the magic of theatre, 
sometimes for themselves, 
sometimes for an audi-
ence. Personal differences 
melt away and through 
drama they imagine and 
create worlds they might 
never enter in real life. 
They become more sensi-
tive to the world around 
them. This impacts their 
daily living,” said Davis.

“We need kids who have 
balanced educations, 
who have opportunities 
to experience all kinds 

of different things in 
our region. And I think 
arts is a big piece of that. 
Arts, sports, education, 
you know, all of these 
things contribute to well-

rounded people. And as 
we continue to deal with 
funding gaps that are 
happening in all kinds of 
areas of society, we can’t 
just pull back in one area 
and not have a belief that 
it will have an impact. 
So you know, I’m a huge 
advocate of continuing to 
fund the arts,” said Carr.

Participating in the 
Drayton Entertainment’s 
Youth Academy is free of 
charge for the students.

Connolly says anyone 
who is looking to be 
inspired by the next gener-
ation of young performers 
should check out Legally 
Blonde The Musical.

“Anyone who wants to 
celebrate the return of 
[kids’] spirits. Whether 
[the students] fully realize 
it or not, they do have an 
inkling that it is a healing 
art, and that they get to 
make a difference in the 
lives of the people who 
come and sit in the dark 
and give us their most 
valuable resource. We’ve 
tried to instill the impor-
tance of that in them. 
And so that’s my wish for 
them, is that they have as 
many people out there as 
possible to experience that 
transformation.”

→FROM 19

LEGALLY BLONDE: Young performers finally get the 
chance to show their stuff after pandemic-related delays

The cast of Legally Blonde pose for a group photo, including Tig-
ger the dog, who plays Bruiser in the musical.   Leah Gerber

to screen women with a 
previous smoking history 
is inconclusive in terms of 
screening for an abdomi-
nal aortic aneurysm.

Most abdominal 
aortic aneurysms can be 
detected through a phys-
ical exam combined with 
an imaging test, such as 
an abdominal ultrasound. 
Screening is important 
because in most cases 
aneurysms grow slowly 
and do not cause any 
noticeable signs or symp-
toms until they rupture. 
Though rare, an abdomi-
nal aortic aneurysm that 
has not ruptured may trig-
ger persistent back pain; 
deep, constant abdominal 

pain; or a pulsating feeling 
near the belly button.

Symptoms of a ruptured 
abdominal aortic aneurysm 
include sudden back pain, 
abdominal pain or faint-
ing. If your father-in-law 
experiences any of these 
symptoms, it is critical that 
he receives emergency 
medical care right away.

If an aneurysm is 
found on a screening 
exam, surgery to repair 
the aneurysm typically 
is recommended if the 
aneurysm is 5.5 centime-
ters in size or larger, if it 
is growing rapidly, or if 
it causes pain or shows 
evidence of forming blood 
clots. If an aneurysm is 
small, slow-growing and 

MAYO CLINIC: Catching it early leads to good outlook
→ FROM not causing any bother-

some symptoms, a health 
care professional may 
recommend monitoring it 
regularly without immedi-
ate treatment.

Although having an 
abdominal aortic aneu-
rysm is a potentially 
serious health condi-
tion, the outlook is good 
when these aneurysms 
are identified early. 
Even large aneurysms 
often can be successfully 
repaired. Encourage your 
father-in-law to schedule 
an appointment with 
his primary health care 
provider or a vascular 
specialist to be screened 
for an abdominal aortic 
aneurysm.
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