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This March Break Woolwich Community Health Centre reminds everyone of the 
importance of mental health ‒ reach out early for emotional and behavioral supports.

EVERYONE NEEDS HELP SOMETIMES!

Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

FLAIR AIRLINES VOWS IT 
WILL carry on, including its 
flights from Waterloo Region, 
despite having four of its 22 
planes seized last weekend by the 
leasing company.

CEO Stephen Jones said Flair is 
working to get the airplanes back.

“We are still negotiating with 
the client to get the aircraft back, 
but on the assumption that we 
are unable to come to a conclu-
sion with those guys we need to 
try and find new capacity at short 
notice. And that’s quite difficult,” 
he said during a Tuesday after-
noon press conference.

The seizure included two 
planes in Toronto, and one each 
in Edmonton and the Region of 
Waterloo International Airport. 
This led to the cancellation of 
four flights from YKF impacting 
a total of 628 passengers. Flair 
returned to its full schedule of 
flights on Sunday using spare 
planes it had prepared for use 
this summer.

“Our customers were, right-
fully so, very upset about the 
travel plans being disrupted,” 
Jones said.

Originally customers were told 
that their flights were disrupted 

Despite woes,  
Flair Airlines says 
its ready to carry on
Ultra low-cost carrier had four of its planes 
seized, wreaking havoc on flight schedule

→ FLAIR 4
Autumn Ellacott (back) and Sammy Walsh enjoying their March Break by tobogganing at the Elmira Golf Course on Monday 
afternoon. Bill Atwood

due to safety issues, something 
that Jones admitted was a 
mistake.

“The guys that do the coding 
I don’t think have a code for 
unexpected and, in our view, 
improper seizure of the aircraft. 
That was a mistake and I take 
responsibility for that. It clearly 
wasn’t a safety-related issue. It 
was an issue that was within our 
control since we’ve dealt with it 
on that basis, so I apologize for 
that initial characterization.”

Jones said the airline received 
little notice of the seizures. 

“We got sent termination 
notices in the middle of the 
night, and at the same time 
again, middle of the night, these 
people hired by the hedge funds 
came and, inappropriately I 
think, made it onto the tarmac 
and tried to take control of the 
aircraft. Pilots [were] sitting in 
the aircraft and guys coming in 
pretending to be maintenance 
contractors coming in and 
trying to seize the records. It was 
absolutely unexpected from our 
perspective.”

Jones claimed that seizure 
involved the improper use of 
airport identification to gain 
access to the tarmac, however he 
did not provide evidence to back 
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TWIN MATTRESS $699
DOUBLE MATTRESS $749
KING MATTRESS $999

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$799

WHITNEYWHITNEY
2-SIDED2-SIDED
EUROTOPEUROTOP
• Flippable Mattress!
• 1166 Pocket Coils
• Viscose Foam Layer
• 2” High Density Foam
• Double Fibre Pad/Lumbar Support

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$299
TWIN MATTRESS $249
DOUBLE MATTRESS $279
KING MATTRESS $499

ADELINE 
EUROTOP

416-13 gauge spring coil system
Organic Bamboo Cover

Heavy duty fibre pad/lumbar support

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE...SLEEP-EZZZ.COM

REFLEXION ADJUSTABLE 

POWER BASES
CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
ONE FOR YOUR NEEDS

REFLEXION PULSE
•HEAD & FOOT LIFT COMFORT
•USB PORTS

CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
ONE FOR YOUR NEEDS

REFLEXION PULSE
•HEAD & FOOT LIFT COMFORT

LIFT BASES 
FROM

ALEXIS
POCKET COIL
816 Zoned Pocket Coils 
with Gel Memory Foam
plus Memory Foam

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

SAVE 
$700

$899
FROM

$899899899$$899899

LISA 
PILLOWTOP
POCKET COIL
816 Zoned Pocket Coils 
with Gel Memory Foam
plus Memory Foam 
plus Latex

SAVE 
$800

TWIN
MATTRESS

$129
CASH & CARRY ONLY

WATERLOO
354 KING ST. N.,
519-746-5056

ON KING, SOUTH OF COLUMBIA 
IN THE AYRES BULK FOOD BUILDING

MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, CLOSED SUNDAYS

KITCHENER
844 COURTLAND AVE., EAST

519-579-7778
AT THE EXPRESSWAY BESIDE 

JAMIESON TRUCK RENTAL
MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, SUN 12-5

CAMBRIDGE
415 HESPELER RD.

519-624-2495
CORNER OF HESPELER & BISHOP

-ACROSS FROM MCDONALDS
MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, SUN 12-5

C
O
U
P
O
N

PLUS

$200 OFF
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

ANY
TEMPUR-PEDIC 

MATTRESS
PLUS

NO TAX

GARNET
POCKET COIL
• Comfort Pocket Coils
• Bamboo Cover
• Insulator Pad
• 11/2” Bio Comfort Foam
• 1/2” Bio Trizone Visco

     QUEEN 
       MATTRESS

   $599

SAVE 
$600

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

     QUEEN 
       MATTRESS

      $$699699

     QUEEN      QUEEN 
       MATTRESS       MATTRESS

      $$799799

TRI-ZONE
POCKET-COIL

TRI-ZONE
POCKET-COIL

FOAM 
ENCASED

VISCO
MEMORY 

FOAM

VISCO
MEMORY 

FOAM

BROOKLYN 
EUROTOP
• 416-13 gauge spring 

coil system 
• Organic Cotton Cover
• Heavy duty fibre pad 

with lumbar support

CHARLOTTE 
PILLOWTOP
• 600-13 gauge spring coils 
• Bamboo Fabric Heavy duty 

fibre pad with lumbar support 
• Edge Guard

TWIN MATTRESS $329
DOUBLE MATTRESS $369
KING MATTRESS $599

TWIN MATTRESS $399
DOUBLE MATTRESS $479
KING MATTRESS $699

TWIN MATTRESS $499
DOUBLE MATTRESS $549
KING MATTRESS $799

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$399
  QUEEN MATTRESS

$499
  QUEEN MATTRESS

$599

MEAGAN
POCKET COIL
• 972 Tri-zone Pocket Coils
• Parameter Foam Support
• Extra Lumbar Support
• Bio-Foam, Eco-Friendly
• Bamboo Fabric

THE RENAISSANCE 
LUXURY FIRM 
• 1200 Zoned Comfort Pockets
• Gel Quilt Foam Layer
• An Extra Layer of BioFoam
• Ice Viscogel Added Layer

TWIN SET $799DOUBLE SET $899KING SET $1499

QUEEN MATTRESS& BOXSPRING!
ONLY$999

PLUS PLUS FREE EXPRESS DELIVERY

TWIN MATTRESS $599
DOUBLE MATTRESS $699
KING MATTRESS   $1299

QUEEN MATTRESS

$799

ENHANCE
TIGHT TOP
• 1” AirCool Foam
• 1/2” Gel Memory Foam
• 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam

TWIN MATTRESS $899
DOUBLE MATTRESS $999
KING MATTRESS   $1599

QUEEN MATTRESS

$1099

COASTAL
PILLOWTOP 
PLUSH
• 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam
• 1/2” Gel Memory Foam
• 2” BeautyTech Gel Foam

TWIN MATTRESS $1299
DOUBLE MATTRESS $1399
KING MATTRESS   $1999

QUEEN MATTRESS

$1499

EXISTANCE
EXTRA FIRM
• 1” RightTemp Wave Foam
• 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam
• 1/2” Beautyrest Gel Foam
• 1” BeautyTech Gel Foam

FREE EXPRESS DELIVERY
1” RightTemp Wave Foam
1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam
1/2” Beautyrest Gel Foam

1299
1399
1999

QUEEN MATTRESS

1499
1/2” Beautyrest Gel Foam
1” BeautyTech Gel Foam

MASSIVE WAREHOUSEMASSIVE WAREHOUSE
OVERSTOCK SALE!
MASSIVE WAREHOUSE
OVERSTOCK SALE!

ADELINE 

NO TAXNO TAXEVERY MATTRESS EVERY MATTRESS 
STOREWIDESTOREWIDE
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three Facing a Mar. 31 deadline for government 
support, a local group working with Ukrainian 
refugees is scrambling for emergency shel-
ter. The CUAET visa deadline means more 
Ukrainians are hurrying to get clearance to 
come to Canada, even though housing is in 
short supply. The group is looking for hosts: 
www.wrgrassrootsresponse.ca/housing.

Woolwich councillors approved doubling, 
for a period of one year, the bimonthly 
rate paid by some 3,750 customers. Resi-
dential users will now pay $24.88 on their 
bills every other month, up from $12.44. 
The increase follows a 5.5% hike to 
water usage rates approved last month.
From the Mar. 15, 2003 edition of The Observer

Push for refugee housing From the archives

P H A R M A C Y
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

BRESLAU IS NOW HOME 
TO a new counselling 
space.

The Woolwich Counsel-
ling Centre board saw a 
need to expand to physical 
spaces throughout the 
township. Having started 
in Wellesley, as of last 
month they’ve opened a 
Breslau location.

Breslau was identified in 
the organization’s stra-
tegic plan, said Amanda 
Wood-Atkinson, the 
executive director of the 
organization. She said it 
took three years to get to 
the point of opening up a 
new space in the village.

“We’ve been looking 
at the growth that we’ve 
experienced as an agency 
and doing some planning 
into the future, recog-
nizing that there’s more 
growth predicted for this 
township. Breslau is part 
of Woolwich Township, 
and that’s an area that has 
been growing quite a bit 
and so we really wanted to 

make sure that we could 
be a physical presence 
in that area as well to be 
able to serve the needs of 
residents across Woolwich 
Township,” said Wood-At-
kinson.

To open the space, the 
team needed to find a 
partner already in place 
to work with. The centre 
is using office space from 
Achieve Balance, a well-
ness business in the area.

Counselling appoint-
ments are open to anyone, 
and the office operates on 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. one week, and then 
12 -8 p.m. the next.  Two 
counsellors are trading 
off Thursdays, each with 
different specialties.

The payment model 
is the same as the rest of 
Woolwich Counselling 
Services, a sliding scale 
depending on family 
income.

Wood-Atkinson says 
that mental health needs 
are increasing, that more 
people are seeking it out, 
and the centre has seen a 
growth of seven percent 

Counselling centre opens office in Breslau

→COUNSELLING 5Nadine Bengert is one of the counsellors at the WCC satellite office. Leah Gerber

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

FLOOD SEASON HAS 
ARRIVED. AREAS along 
the Grand, Conestogo and 
Nith rivers and their tribu-
taries are no exception.

At UW’s Intact Centre 
for Climate Change, the 
goal just now is to get 
information about flood 
preparation into the hands 
of residents via Bill 56, 
the Fewer Floods, Safer 
Ontario Act.

“The bottom line is the 
most expensive expres-
sion of climate change 

and extreme weather risk 
in Canada is the peril of 
flooding. And the specific 
aspect of the perils is 
residential basement 
flooding. Basements of 
homes flooding in Canada 
is the number-one cost of 
climate change. Period. 
And it is the number-one 
cost in Ontario,” said Blair 
Feltmate, the head of the 
Intact Centre.

Bill 56 would proclaim 
the fourth week in March 
to be Flooding Awareness 
Week, require the minister 
of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing to publish infor-
mation on a government 

website on flooding issues 
and require information 
on flooding to be sent 
to taxpayers with their 
municipal tax bills.

Feltmate said he wrote 
to MPP Mary-Margaret 
McMahon, who serves the 
Beaches neighbourhood 
in Toronto, where flooding 
is becoming a problem 
for her constituents. She 
tabled the bill.

“Bill 56 is really promot-
ing homeowner awareness 
of all these actions that 
can be taken to lower 
the probability of homes 
ending up with a flooded 
basement,” he said. “We’ve → FLOODING 4

to between $10,000 and 
$20,000. Of note, the 
centre also calculated 
the sale price of homes in 
areas impacted by cata-
strophic floods is reduced 
by 8.2 per cent.

That all said, there are 
many things residents – 
homeowners and renters 
alike – can do to mitigate 
how much damage they 
sustain from floods, and 
protect their homes from 
floods, said Feltmate.

“There are many actions 
that people can take 
around the outside of their 
home and in the basement 
itself, generally speaking 

Pushing for homeowners to be proactive about flooding
over a long weekend for 
less than a few hundred 
dollars, and not requir-
ing specialized expertise 
that can be the difference 
between having a flooded 
basement versus not 
having a flooded base-
ment.”

He listed some actions 
people can do for free: 
check the sump pump to  
make sure it’s working.

“Most people find out 
their sump pump doesn’t 
run these days when they 
have three and a half feet 
of sewer water in the base-
ment. So maybe take ten 

from this year to last in the 
number of clients seen.

“It helps to recognize 
that there are supports 
within your community 
and that you can see 
that they’re available, 
that they’re accessible 
physically, that they’re 
accessible financially, and 
that they’re rooted locally 
right here within your own 
community,” she said. “It’s 
been important to us to 
realize that mental health 
needs are increasing, but 
the stigma of accessing 
support is also coming 
down. We feel that it’s 
important to be present 
in our community and 
visible.”

Nadine Bengert is one 
of the counsellors who is 
working from the Breslau 
space. She says the area is 
very underserved when 
it comes to mental health 
facilities. Some of her 
pre-existing clients she’s 
been meeting with are 
from Breslau and appreci-
ate the chance to meet in 
person, she said, adding 

done a number of stud-
ies across the country 
whereby we have found 
that when people, home-
owners are presented with 
this guidance on how to 
protect their homes from 
basement flooding, that 
six months later 70 per 
cent of people will have 
taken at least two actions 
to help limit their proba-
bility of basement flood-
ing that they otherwise 
wouldn’t have taken.”

Feltmate says the 
average cost of a flooded 
basement in Canada is 
$43,000, with insurance 
caps generally decreased 
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CAFÉ HOURS: Tuesday-Saturday 8am-4pm

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

March 15-18
Roast Beef or Saucy Garlic Chicken

includes: coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

$11.99

BEEF SIRLOIN 
TIP ROAST

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$13.49 /lbEXTRA OLD CHEDDAR

$6.49 /lb
Reg.$7.99/lb

/lb

MAPLE DALE 

BONELESS 

up those claims. 
“It was just very under-

handed and sort of middle-
of-the-night skullduggery, 
if you like.”

The aircraft in question 
were leased by Airborne 
Capital Inc., which said in 
a statement reported by 
the Canadian Press that 
the lease was cancelled 
“following a five-month 
long period during which 
Flair was regularly in 
default by failing to meet 
its payments when due, 
with payment arrears 
reaching millions of 
dollars.”

“Terminating an aircraft 
lease is always a last resort, 
and such a decision is 
never taken lightly. In this 
case, following numerous 
notices to Flair, it again 
failed to make payments 
when due and Airborne 
took steps to terminate 
the leasing of the aircraft,” 
Airborne Capital said.

Given that much of 
the ongoing $375 million 
expansion at YKF is being 
done to accommodate 

Flair, Jones reiterated the 
airline’s commitment to 
the airport and vowed to 
increase the completion of 
scheduled flights.

“The number of flights 
that we actually fly relative 
to those that are scheduled 
needs to improve. We are 
focused at the moment 
in particular on our crew 
resources. I know that 
there was a flight cancel-
lation today and I’m upset 
to hear about that. That 
was due to a crew member 
being sick and it not being 
able to be covered in time. 
So we are focused on the 
cancellations that are 
related to things that are 
inside our control,” he said.

→ FROM 1

FLAIR: Company looking to improve 
on aspects over which it has control

or 15 minutes to check the 
sump pump.”

Another action is to 
go into the streets near 
your home and make 
sure the storm grates are 
not blocked with ice and 
debris. Another is to make 
sure your eavestrough is 
still connected, and that 
water isn’t pooling around 
the walls of your house, 
said Feltmate.

Other steps include 
installing plastic covers 
on window wells for 
ground level or base-
ment windows, buying 
a battery backup supply 
for your sump pump in 
case electricity goes out 
or installing a backwater 
valve so that water can 
leave the overflow drain 
in your home, but can’t 
backup into your house. 
Feltmate said it’s import-
ant to maintain the valve 
by cleaning it regularly to 
make sure it seals prop-
erly.

Feltmate says the 
increase in flooding can 
be attributed to greater 
amounts of water coming 
down at once, and a loss of 
natural infrastructure.

“They’re not just 
climate change, bigger 
storms, greater volumes 
of water coming down 
over shorter periods of 
time, contributing to 
flooding. That’s a major 
factor, but we also have, 

for example, in southern 
Ontario, the loss of natural 
infrastructure. The forest, 
the fields, the wetlands 
that were originally here, 
they gave water a place to 
go in the landscape when 
the storms hit and to sit 
there and discharge slowly 
downstream or into the 
groundwater system. Over 
the last 100 years in south-
ern Ontario, we’ve lost 
about 72, 73 per cent of the 
natural infrastructure that 
was originally here, it’s 
gone. It’s either paved over 
or turned into agricultural 
development. And when 
water hits these surfaces, 
it runs off very quickly. It 
doesn’t stay on the land-
scape and that contributes 
to flooding.

“And we also have aging 
municipal infrastructure, 
aging housing infrastruc-
ture. So through a combi-
nation of climate change 
bringing bigger storms, 
more intense rainfall 
events, combined with 
loss of natural infrastruc-
ture, combined with aging 
municipal infrastructure, 
basement flood risk is on 
the rise in Ontario.”

He also advised people 
to double check what kind 
of flooding coverage they 
have included in their 
insurance policies. He says 
there are three main types 
of flooding, and people 
need to ask for specific 
flooding coverage.

Leah Gerber 
Observer Staff

A TOWN HALL MEETING 
TONIGHT (Thursday) is 
the latest move by a group 
of Wellesley residents 
with questions for council 
about the budget process.

The event organized 
by Wellesley Township 
Concerned Citizens of is at 
the St. Clements Commu-
nity Centre at 7 p.m.

The group’s Kelly 
Rakowski invited Welles-
ley council members to 
attend the meeting, with 
township clerk Grace 
Kosch responding that 
provincial rules prohibit 
a majority of councillors 
from attending.

“While it would be 
permissible for one or two 
members of council to 
attend this meeting since 
quorum would then not be 
present, their attendance 
creates a difficult position 
for them as individuals 
due to the nature of the 
meeting relating directly 

to township business.   As 
a result, council members 
were consulted and no 
members will be attend-
ing,” Kosch wrote in reply.

Rakowski said the group 
will continue with the 
meeting even though none 
of the councillors will be 
present.

She and the group 
decided to organize the 
town hall for four main 
reasons.

“So the first one is to 
show the council that we 
want an open dialogue 
and that this is how as resi-
dents we see transparency. 
Number two, we want that 
all residents should have 
a say in how our town is 
operated. We should all 
have a chance to voice our 
concerns and be heard. We 
should all be concerned 
about how decisions made 
affect our neighbors.

“Number three, we 
hope that this meeting 
on Thursday and then 
quarterly meetings going 
forward in an informal 
setting where council 

and residents can come 
together to talk about 
concerns, future plans 
and ideas. And the fourth 
one is we hope to, going 
forward, establish this 
and future town halls as a 
working meeting.”

By working meeting, 
Rakowski means, “If resi-
dents have something that 
they would like to draw 
council’s attention to, 
[like] a sidewalk issue or 
playground issue, they can 
approach town council as 
a group, without feeling 
that they have to be a dele-
gate. A lot of people are 
hesitant to come forward 
as a delegate, so this would 
give them a chance to 
work with council. And 
also if council has an 
idea, something that they 
would like to do in the 
future... then they can get 
the residents’ feedback.”

Kosch noted in a release 
this week that formal town 
hall meetings can only 
be called by council, and 
must follow procedures 
set out by the Municipal 

Act, including the record-
ing of minutes.

Rakowski says the group 
was originally hoping 
the town hall meetings 
could be held on a quar-
terly basis. The event was 
planned to be informal, 
with no minutes taken and 
not recorded.

Rakowski said attendees 
were supposed to submit 
their questions ahead of 
time, and that they would 
be asked by a moderator 
on their behalf, with mini-
mal interjections allowed 
from the audience.

“So this way, this is how 
it’s not going to become 
an attack on the council. 
We’re trying to eliminate 
a lot of interjections from 
the audience when they 
may be upset or angry. 
We’re going to try not to 
allow a lot of interjections. 
We want these to be civil, 
friendly, working meet-
ings.”

Rakowski says the point 
of the meeting was to give 
council a chance to tell 

Wellesley residents to hold town hall 
meeting tonight; councillors won’t attend

→ FROM 3

FLOODING: Loss of natural features 
a big reason for increased risk: expert

→ WELLESLEY 8

A leasing company has seized 
four of Flair’s jets.

Kids had a late-morning story break Tuesday, part of the March 
Break activities at the St. Jacobs library. Leah Gerber
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Give us 
your mess, 
we’ll take 

care of 
the rest!

For more information 
or to book your bin:

zbinrentals.com    
519-340-4489 

Serving: 
Kitchener, Waterloo, 
Cambridge, Guelph 
& Surrounding areas

Residential, 
Commercial, Farm 

7, 10, 14, 16,
 20, 40 yard bins 

available
MARCH 7

9:38 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report from a Woolwich 
resident that sometime 
in the days prior, a vehi-
cle parked on Kather-
ine Street had its rear 
license plate removed and 
replaced with a plate that 
was later determined to be 
stolen. Anyone with infor-
mation can contact police 
or Waterloo Region Crime 
Stoppers.

MARCH 8

10:05 AM | Perth County 
OPP responded to reports 
of a mischief to flash-
ing red lights on railway 
crossings in Perth East 
which they say could 
cause a major, potentially 
fatal hazard to motorists. 
It was determined that 
unknown person(s) have 
damaged flashing red 
lights at multiple railway 
crossings between Forest 
Road and Road 108 in the 
Township of Perth East. 
The investigation is ongo-
ing. 

MARCH 10

10:03 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police received 
a report of a two-vehicle 
collision in St. Jacobs. 
A green Chevrolet was 
heading east on Sawmill 
Road and attempted to 
make a right hand turn 
onto Parkside Drive. 

Area OPP detach-
ments report they’ve now 
installed and activated the 
automated licence plate 
recognition (ALPR) and 
in-car camera systems in 
all patrol vehicles.

As a result of in invest-
ments made by govern-
ment in the OPP and 
municipal police services 
in the province, the OPP 
is introducing in-car (ICC) 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

OPP rolls out new technologies, including in-car camera systems

video recording equip-
ment with an integrated 
ALPR functionality to 
all its frontline police 
vehicles at detachments 
across Ontario.

These technologies 
will be used to gather 
enhanced evidence to be 
used in the prosecution 
of offences and will also 
highlight the profes-
sionalism our members 

display every day as 
they work to ensure safe 
communities, police said 
in a release.

In addition to the bene-
fits that will come with 
having an objective video 
recording of an interac-
tion between an officer 
and member of the public, 
police say the integrated 
ALPR functionality will 
dramatically enhance 

the ability of an officer to 
detect licence plates that 
are linked with criminal or 
traffic offences. Exam-
ples would include plates 
associated with wanted 
or missing people, stolen 
vehicles, stolen or unat-
tached licence plates, 
suspended and prohibited 
drivers and with other 
emergent situations like 
amber alerts.

The Chevrolet slid into a 
black Nissan, which was 
stopped facing north at 
a stop sign on Parkside 
Drive. Weather and road 
conditions were a factor 
in the collision.

1:35 PM | Police received 
a report of single-vehi-
cle collision in Wellesley 
Township.  A vehicle was 
heading east on Weimar 
Line near Greenwood Hill 
Road when the driver lost 
control of the vehicle, 
slid off the roadway and 
struck a hydro pole. The 
driver of the vehicle and 
a passenger sustained 
minor physical injuries. 
Damage to the pole was 
minimal and hydro was 
notified. Weather and road 
conditions were a factor.

2:24 PM | A single-ve-
hicle collision occurred 
when a driver heading 
south on Sandhills Road 
near Witmer Road in 
Wilmot Township encoun-
tered heavy slush and was 
pulled off the roadway, 
striking a hydro pole. The 
driver of the vehicle did 
not sustain any injuries 
and hydro attended to 
repair the cracked pole. 
Weather and road condi-
tions were reported to be 
a factor.

MARCH 11

9:00 AM | A 22-year-old 
Mississauga woman died 
as a result of a single-ve-

hicle collision in the area 
of Bridge Street East and 
Ebycrest Road in Wool-
wich Township. Police 
determined that a Mini 
Cooper was travelling 
west on Bridge Street 
East when it left the road-
way and struck a snow-
bank and a hydro wire 
before coming to a stop in 
a wooded area. The driver 
was transported to a local 
hospital where she was 
pronounced deceased. 
Anyone with information 
or who may have dash-
cam video is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777, 
ext. 8856. To submit 
anonymous tips, please 
call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 or online 
at www.waterloocrimes-
toppers.com.

4:40 PM |  Pol ice 
received a report from 
Peel Regional Police that 
a license plate belonging 
to a resident of Wool-
wich Township had been 
located in their region on 
a vehicle it was not regis-
tered to. Police spoke 
with the plate owner who 
was unaware that their 
plate had been stolen. It 
is believed that the plate 
was stolen between Janu-
ary 1 and March 11.  The 
stolen plate of the Wool-
wich Township resident 
had been replaced with a 
plate registered to a resi-
dent of Baden that had 
not yet been reported 
stolen.

MARCH 12

8:30 PM | A Welling-
ton County OPP officer 
observed the driver of a 
blue pickup truck commit 
a driving infraction. The 
officer attempted to 
perform a traffic stop but 
the driver sped off. The 
driver was observed trav-
elling away from police at 
a speed well above the 
posted 40km/h speed 
limit of the roadway. 
Officers again tried to 
perform a traffic stop of 
the driver on Beaty Line, 
Centre Wellington, and 
again the driver failed to 
stop for police. The driver 
was observed on Welling-
ton Road 8, Mapleton, 
travelling well above the 
posted 80km/h speed 
limit. The driver was finally 
stopped on Wellington 
Road 18, Centre Welling-
ton. A16-year-old driver 
from Mapleton Township 
was charged with numer-
ous offences, including 
‘dangerous operation,’ 
‘flight from a peace officer’ 
(two counts), ‘drive motor 
vehicle - perform stunt 
- excessive speed’ (two 
counts), ‘operate unsafe 
vehicle,’ ‘class G1 licence 
holder - unaccompanied 
by qualified driver,’ and 
‘class G1 licence holder - 
carry front-seat passen-
ger.’ The vehicle was 
seized, and the accused 
is scheduled to appear in 
Ontario Court of Justice - 
Guelph, at a later date. 

A transport truck jackknifed on Listowel Road outside Elmira during last Friday’s wintry weather. The truck blocked both sides of the 
road for hours. Leah Gerber

people are still dealing 
with ramifications from 
COVID, and expects they 
will for a long time.

“I’m really glad that we 
were able to find a satel-
lite in that area because 
it’s very underserved,” 
said Bengert.  She says 
having a counselling 
space available right in 
the village will be a big 
help to Breslau residents 
who need to drive or have 
virtual appointments.

“There aren’t counsel-
ling options available in 
Breslau. There’s not a lot 
of services in Breslau,” she 
said.

Wood-Atkinson says the 
location is ideal because 
it’s close to the public 
school and bus stop, so it is 
accessible for families.

The services are avail-
able to anyone in the 
community, prioritiz-
ing people with Breslau 
addresses. To book, clients 
can call the main office to 
make an appointment and 
specify that they want an 
appointment in Breslau.

Other activities the orga-
nization is working on in 
the town include a seniors 
group called “Coping 
with Worries,” and two 
already running children’s 
groups in partnership 
with Breslau Public School 
called “No Need to Fret” 
and “Connecting Mind 
and Body.”

“There’s always space 
and room to build and 
grow our capacity to 
identify, regulate, express 
emotions and build rela-
tionships. There’s always 
a place for that. It doesn’t 
matter how old you are, or 
how young you are. All of 
us can benefit from this 
work,” said Bengert.

→ FROM 3

COUNSELLING: WCC saw 
the Breslau area as underserviced

Nadine Bengert will host ses-
sions in Breslau. Leah Gerber
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “Just as we take pride in our heritage, it comes 
as a great shock to realize that one of the 
ways of celebrating things Irish is an event 
that occurs on St. Patrick's Day, that not 
only dishonours Irish heritage, but also leads 
people to associate Irish identity with drunk-
enness and destruction of public property.”
Brian Michael Lawson, president of the Region of Waterloo 
Irish Society, in an open letter calling for officials to take 
action against the Ezra Avenue street party in Waterloo.

The Ontario government spent $73.4 
billion (inflation-adjusted) subsidizing 
businesses over a 13-year period. More 
specifically, Ontario government spending 
on business subsidies (excluding federal 
and local subsidies) increased from $1.5 
billion in 2007 to $11.8 billion in 2019.
The Cost of Business Subsides in Canada report

Verbatim The Monitor

D on’t worry. Be happy.
There’s nothing to see here, folks. Move along.
Of course, having dropped hundreds of millions 

of dollars into the airport in Breslau, the region 
isn’t going to do anything but put a positive spin on the uncer-
tainties surrounding Flair Airlines.

The ultra low-cost carrier’s decision to fly from the airport 
was used to justify massive spending at the historically 
underused facility. The airline has experienced a number of 
difficulties, including cancelled flights. The latest saw the 
seizure of four of the company’s 22 jetliners. 

Flair says it plans to continue operation from the airport. 
Region officials say there’s nothing to worry about even if 
Flair stops flying, from Breslau or otherwise. The region will 
move on, just as has with every other departure of carriers 
such as American, Bearskin, Northwest and Quikair. 

That the massive never-to-be recouped capital spending 
was predicated on historically overoptimistic passenger 
volumes that would fall off with Flair’s departure isn’t a 
concern, we’re to believe.

Either way, the airport will continue to lose millions in oper-
ating costs each year – $5 million just now – even under the 
best-case scenario, a fact that failed to deter regional council yet 
again. The if-you-build-it-they-will-come approach has come up 
short every time, but we’re to believe this time is different.

Still, taxpayers already on the hook for annual operating 
losses face even more subsidies even if the planned revenue 
increases do somehow materialize – something that won’t 
happen if something happens to Flair. 

Citizens will also be saddled with ever-growing debt and 
debt-servicing charges to pay for the capital expenditures, 
which will never be recovered – there’s some $415 million in 
such spending planned through the next decade.

When it comes to the airport, the claims have always been 
spurious, the rationale dubious. Never in the discussions are 
the most fundamental question asked: why does the region 
need an airport? It’s not as though travellers are without 
nearby options, ones that offer far more flights and, histori-
cally, much better rates.

Also absent: When do taxpayers stop subsidizing opera-
tional costs at the airport? When do all the capital costs get 
paid back to public coffers?  How much money is returned to 
public coffers in the form of direct taxation each year? Does 
this amount cover the costs of the airport (operational and 
capital)? Every past forecast of increased traffic and revenue 
has come up short, why is this time different? What happens 
if/when the airport again fails to reach the passenger/revenue 
targets? Who is held accountable  and what tangible repercus-
sions will follow?

These same kinds of questions go unasked with many govern-
ment projects, essential or, as with the airport, nonessential. 

The pandemic was not kind to the global airline industry 
as a whole. That was especially true in Canada, which was 
subjected to more stringent restrictions and lockdowns, 
particularly in relation to the US. Recovery has been slow. The 
local airport’s share of the business is a tiny slice, but the trend 
is likely to have an impact on every facet of the industry.

A number of the past airline services in Breslau have been 
aimed squarely at business travellers – vainly, in the end – which 
is less likely to drive passenger numbers. While the convenience is 
high for residents, the relatively few flight options means we have 
to look to flights from other locations, a situation compounded by 
ticket costs that were often much higher than comparable flights 
from even the likes of Toronto’s Pearson airport. 

Therein lies the rub: the region has spent millions of dollars 
upgrading the facility to largely little avail. A number of 
airlines have attempted to offer service from Breslau over the 
years, most eventually winding down.

Don’t worry. Things will be different this time. Or maybe the 
next time.

Region needs to justify 
massive spending at airport

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Xi Jinping was confirmed 
in a third term as presi-

dent of China at the National 
People’s Congress last week, 
and not one of the 3,000 
delegates voted against him. 
Why would they? Everything is 
perfect in the People’s Repub-
lic of Oz, and the chief Wizard 
doesn’t even  to need to hide 
behind a curtain.

Meanwhile, in Washington, 
the one topic on which both 
Democrats and Republicans 
can agree is the Chinese Threat 
(once known as the ‘Yellow 
Peril,’ but those were different 
days). The politicians posture, 
the strategists warn, and the 
armed services rejoice in the 
emergence of a ‘peer compet-
itor.’

Russia long ago ceased to fill 
that role satisfactorily, and even 
a Russia that has now gone 
full rogue doesn’t do much to 
expand the US defence budget. 
It’s still “Upper Volta with 
nuclear weapons,” and doesn’t 
provide the American mili-
tary with an adequate pretext 
for building new rockets and 
aircraft carriers.

China has been a very useful 
peer competitor for the Amer-
ican military, because it’s big, 
it looks powerful, and it talks 
tough. Its economy has stalled, 

China: the floggings will continue 
until morale improves

ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

its population is crashing, and 
its 74-year-old political system 
is fraying badly, but as long as 
everybody in the Pentagon and 
the Congress pretends not to 
notice, it will continue to serve 
that purpose. 

In the real world, however, 
China came off the old high-
speed growth track about seven 
years ago, although its statisti-
cians and economists managed 
to hide it for a while.

Official Chinese statistics are, 
as former premier Li Keqiang 
once tactfully put it, “man 
made,” but for what it’s worth 
China says its economy grew 
last year by 3 per cent, about 
the same rate as the United 
States. In reality, it probably 
shrank by one or two per cent 
last year due to the endless 
Covid lockdowns.

Even in good years, China’s 
economy has been growing as 
slowly as developed economies 
in the West since the middle of 
the last decade. It’s not ‘catch-
ing up,’ and there’s a strong 
possibility that it is caught in 
the same trap that struck the 
Japanese economy in 1992: 

stuck with low to no growth 
forever more.

The Japanese are bearing up 
under their misfortune remark-
ably well, mainly because their 
per capita GDP was already over 
$31,000 when their economic 
miracle stalled. Per capita 
income in China now is only 
$12,000, and people may be a 
lot less forgiving if that is where 
the Chinese ‘miracle’ stops.

It probably has stopped, if the 
other ‘miracle’ economies of 
east Asia are anything to go by. 
They all had 30 years of high-
speed growth and then a return 
to normal or below-normal 
growth. China’s 30 years started 
much later, in the later 1980s, 
but it’s probably all over now.

All the more so because the 
population is starting to fall at 
an unprecedented speed. In the 
past seven years the number 
of births in China has literally 
halved, and it’s still falling. The 
most recent forecast predicts 
771 million Chinese by the end 
of the century. That’s half what 
it is now, and not even twice 
the American end-of-century 
population.

Very long-term predictions 
are rarely correct in detail, but 
they often get the trend-line 
right. If these economic and 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 8
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Editor's 
Point of View

St. Patrick travelled a long road to the celebration we see today

that officials there, 
seeing the vast tourism 
potential, began embrac-
ing the festivities seen 
in the likes of the US, 
Canada and Australia, all 
places with large ex-pat 
communities.

Statistically, there are 
far more people abroad 
citing Irish ancestry than 
there are on the Emer-
ald Isle itself. The some 
70 to 80 million ethnic 
Irish people in the world 
represent a number 15 
times greater than the 
current Republic of 
Ireland. In the US alone, 
there are some 35 to 40 
million people who are of 
Irish descent. In the 2020 
US Census, almost 10 per 
cent of the population – 
some 32 million – identi-
fied as being Irish.

In Canada, the 2021 

Census saw 4.4 million 
Canadians cite Irish 
origins. Many more will 
claim the link for the day 
tomorrow.

“Irish” was third on 
that Census list, after 
“Canadian” (5.7 million), 
“English” (5.3 million) 
and tied with “Scottish” 
(4.4 million). That was 
followed by “French” at 4 
million.)

Irish settlement in 
Canada can be traced 
back to the mid-16th 
century, with Irish fisher-
men travelling west to 
take advantage of the 
stocks off Newfound-
land. More formal 
immigration began in the 
late-17th century, with 
people gradually moving 
westward from the East 
Coast settlements. 

The number of arrivals 
grew rapidly during the 
Great Irish Famine, 1845-
51, which saw hundreds 
of thousands of people 
flee Ireland in search 

of a new home in North 
America. Those arriving 
in Canada often passed 
through Grosse Île, 
Quebec for mandatory 
quarantine. Given the 
health of many of those 
fleeing famine and the 
perils of ocean travel in 
those days, an estimated 
5,000 of those who 
passed through quaran-
tine died on the island – 
it’s said to be the largest 
Irish burial ground 
outside Ireland.

Stories of the “potato 
famine” remain linked to 
the migration of the Irish 
to this very day, when the 
ancestry is celebrated 
and others join in on St. 
Paddy’s Day. It wasn’t 
always thus.

The likes of signs 
bearing the admonitions 
“No Irish, No Blacks, No 
Dogs” and “No Irish Need 
Apply” were once to be 
found. Much of that had 
to do with religious rifts 
as Irish Catholics made 

their way to Protes-
tant-majority countries 
such as England and the 
US. 

Times changed, and 
such blatant prejudice 
faded away, though 
some anti-Irish senti-
ment still lingers in 
the UK. In places such 
as Canada and US, the 
stigma is long past, 
replaced by pride and 
a wide enjoyment of 
the culture, which does 
extend beyond Guinness, 
Jameson and Bushmills.

Ireland is very much 
associated with writers 
and poets. The legend-
ary names are familiar 
to those around for 
certain curricula: W.B. 
Yeats, Samuel Becket 
and James Joyce, he of 
Finnegan’s Wake and 
Ulysses, unreadable and 
indecipherable to the 
high-school student so 
afflicted. The likes of 
Jonathan Swift, Oscar 
Wilde, C.S. Lewis and 

Bram Stoker continue to 
endure even in today’s 
pop-oriented culture. 

More recently, Maeve 
Binchy and Roddy Doyle 
have put a spotlight on 
Irish writing. Doyle’s 
The Barrytown Trilogy 
has also served to foster 
Irish culture – albeit one 
of working-class Dublin 
– given the books have 
been made into movies. 

Music is an easier 
accompaniment to any 
St. Paddy’s Day festivi-
ties than classic litera-
ture or even films. There, 
you’ve got a gamut to 
run, from the stadium 
kings U2 and the deserv-
edly legendary Van 
Morrison to the likes 
of The Frames and The 
Corrs. The Cranberries, 
perhaps? Enya for the 
more ethereal minded? 
Certainly, The Under-
tones and Stiff Little 
Fingers.

Just now, The Pogues 
are essential. Add in 
The Dubliners and The 
Chieftains and you’ve 
got yourself the basis of 
a find soundtrack, that 
should also be heavy on 
Van.

Of course, there will be 
plenty of live shows in 
the area just now paying 
tribute to the Emerald 
Isle. There’s always been 
a strong showing in the 
local music scene, which 
is just itching to recover 
from the pandemic 
downturn. The Irish Real 
Life Festival is a pretty 
good jumping-off point, 
as the name implies.

There are plenty of 
events to choose from 
at this point, not all 
of which will feature 
barley-based beverages. 
Not that there aren’t a 
list of great options for 
those so inclined. 

So, happy St. Patrick’s 
Day. By all means, do 
enjoy a fine pint of Guin-
ness. Just please don’t 
attempt to add any food 
colouring. With the airport, it's in for a penny, in for a pound. No problem when it's not your penny or your pound.

Everyone will be 
at least a little bit 

Irish tomorrow when 
St. Patrick’s Day comes 
along. 

Well, that’s true of 
those folks who choose 
to mark the day in some 
way, shape or form. 
(Police and officials 
in Waterloo would be 
happier if that didn’t 
include people out on 
the streets around the 
universities, of course.)

In these parts, St. 
Patrick’s Day is most 
often associated with 
green beer and Celtic 
music. More generally, 
it’s a festive time to 
celebrate all things Irish. 
Ironically, the celebra-
tions we equate with the 
day originated among 
the diaspora – the first 
St. Patrick’s Day in the 
US – as the day was a 
rather subdued event in 
Ireland itself. 

Given St. Patrick’s 
status as the patron saint 
of Ireland, celebrations 
were more in line with 
religious holidays. The 
man himself wasn’t 
Irish, having been born 
in Britain, then under 
Roman rule. He’d been 
kidnapped as a teen 
and held as a slave for a 
number of years. Years 
after having escaped, he 
returned as a missionary 
to foster Christianity 
– legend says he used 
the shamrock as a way 
to illustrate the Holy 
Trinity. 

March 17 is said to 
mark the day he died in 
461, though the actual 
date remains unknown. 
It wasn’t until centu-
ries later that the day 
become associated with 
the wearing o’ the green 
we know today, let alone 
one fuelled by green 
beer. In Ireland itself, the 
holiday precluded pubs 
and such establishments 
from opening even into 
the 1970s. It’s only been 
in the last few decades 
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St. Patrick was born in Britain

The Shamrock was considered a 
sacred plant by the Celts

The First St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Was Held in Ireland

 ↆ LAST WEEK:  
Truth: Given an eight-hour sleep schedule, the average person will 
sleep 229,961 hours in their lifetime which is about one third of their life. 
 
Truth: According to daysoftheyear.com this day exists to encourage 
people to switch off their phone and take more time to sleep for 
numerous health benefits. 
 
Lie: Training your body on less sleep and catching up on weekends is 
a misconception people have about sleep. The long-term effects of 
sleep deprivation can be significant to your physical and mental health. 
Disrupting the sleep-wake cycle can make it harder to fall asleep.
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demographic predictions 
come to pass, then China 
will never become a 
world-bestriding Colossus.

China has already joined 
the ranks of the great 
powers, but it will never 
be the first. This does 
not guarantee that it will 
not blunder into military 
conflicts it cannot win, but 
the ‘wolf warrior’ overcon-
fidence of recent years is 
already fading.

Meanwhile, the dawning 
realization that genteel 

poverty is probably the 
future for most Chinese, 
combined with the reality 
of an all-powerful state 
that seeks to control 
every detail of private 
life, is already having 
a profoundly negative 
impact on the attitudes of 
the young.

In a recent opinion 
piece in the Washington 
Post, economist Nicholas 
Eberstadt of the Ameri-
can Enterprise Institute 
noted the rapid rise among 
Chinese youth of a passive 
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DYER: China steps up propaganda, intimidation in the wake of other failings

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

sort of civil disobedience, 
expressed in slogans like 
“tang ping” (lying flat) and 
“bai lan” (let it rot). They 
see no hope for the future, 
and they don’t see the 
point in even trying.

The old men who rule 
China know that some-
thing has gone wrong 
– that’s why they caved 
in so fast last year to the 
popular protests against 
constant lockdowns – but 
they haven’t the faintest 
idea how to fix it. In fact, 
they probably can’t fix 

the economy and they 
certainly can’t fix the birth 
rate.

So they will go on using 
propaganda backed up 
by intimidation and 
occasional violence, the  
traditional levers of power 
of any authoritarian state, 
even though the younger 
elements of the popula-
tion can see through their 
game. They have no other 
options. “The floggings 
will continue until morale 
improves,” as the apocry-
phal Captain Bligh put it.

 �Waste of tax 
dollars on display

To the Editor,
During last Friday’s 

snowfall, I saw no plows out 
on the road. On Saturday 
(overtime), there was bare 
pavement but plows with 
the blade down and salting. 
On Monday, bare pavement 
and salting again.

That’s excessive waste, 
and not for the first time 
this winter.

That’s very poor manage-
ment, and a waste of my tax 
dollars.

Ron Clemens
ELMIRA

residents directly what 
they’re discussing  and 
currently working on in an 
informal setting before the 
decisions are set in stone.

“This will open the door 
for more transparency 
and will be more of an 
opportunity to learn about 
things in person,” she said. 

She said another 
important aspect of the 
informal event was to 
give residents a chance to 
speak with councillors in 
an informal setting with-
out being intimidated by 
the typical council meet-
ing format where residents 
are required to register as 
delegates and are timed 
when they speak.

“A lot of people, when 
they’re nervous, they 
don’t want to get up and 
be recorded for YouTube. 
It’s just an intimidating 
situation where you’re 
standing there in front 
of council at an official 
council meeting. So if this 
was informal, like a town 
meeting, it’s a lot easier 

to come forward and talk 
about good or bad,” she 
said. 

Rakowski rented the hall 
through the township’s 
booking system. She says 
she’s hoping the township 
will reimburse her for the 
charge, otherwise she is 
asking those attending to 
bring $2 to help cover the 
cost of the rental.

Questions residents 
have already submitted for 
discussion include future 
tax increases and whether 
they will be compounded 
on top of this year’s tax 

increase, questions about 
communication, about 
the changing costs of the 
recreation centre, ques-
tions about plans for the 
current arena, questions 
about cost of maintaining 
the new rec centre and 
future plans to improve 
communication, among 
others.

In her release, Kosch 
said,  “Residents have the 
ability to write to coun-
cil and to delegate at an 
open, transparent public 
meeting, and that needs 
to remain the avenue 

for providing input. The 
township also encourages 
residents to reach out 
to the mayor and chief 
administrative officer 
for a small group ques-
tion-and-answer session.”

Rakowski purposefully 
did not invite staff to the 
event. “We just feel that 
since each councilman or 
councilwoman represents 
their ward, this is a ward 
and a resident issue. It’s 
not a staff issue.”

“We as residents are 
just trying to get a better 
handle on what is going on 
within our own township,” 
she said. “It’s supposed to 
be a working relationship. 
Staff work for council, 
council work for residents 
and residents feel that we 
haven’t really had a lot of 
say.” 

In a statement, Kosch 
said, “While we cannot 
speak to this meeting 
specifically, in general 
council is encouraged by 
indications of increased 
interest and participation 
in local government.”

→ FROM 4

WELLESLEY: Councillors won’t attend meeting, citing procedural concerns

Resident Joyce Baker addresses council at the Feb. 21 meeting 
where a motion to reopen the budget failed.  Bill Atwood

Write a letter 
to the editor 
and submit it 
online today.

observerxtra.com/letters
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News that hits home. 
Local people in action.
Sports tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Team Scores: observerxtra.com/scores

SportsSports The federal government this week 
announced $90,000 in funding for SPEC-
TRUM, Waterloo Region's Rainbow Commu-
nity Space. With its 2SLGBTQI+ Sports in 
Waterloo Region project, SPECTRUM will 
test a multi-sport and team game model to 
increase sport participation among those 
who face barriers to sport. 

Crosshill Mennonite Church this week 
announced it’s hosting a ball hockey tourna-
ment on June 24. It’s open to boys and girls 
in the Novice to Bantam age range. Money 
raised will go to both the Twin Centre boys’ 
and girls’ programs. Past events have seen 
almost 100 kids take part.

Funding the SPECTRUM Ball hockey tournament

STEVE 
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

The necessity of 
lightening the load

over. It’s not that I can’t 
lift it up over my head. It’s 
more like putting it down 
is no longer a predictable 
event. And I don’t want 
to be found looking like 
the Wicked Witch of the 
East after Dorothy’s house 
landed on her. That’s not a 
good look for an outdoors-
man.

That is why, when I 
hit 59, I bought a used 
14-foot fibreglass canoe 
that weighs somewhere 
around 60 pounds. It’s 
perfect for solo fishing 
or hunting as it is still 
easy enough to load and 
unload off the top of my 
vehicle. The only issue is 
that it is a little small for 
two. And, by two, I mean 
me and a duck.

This year though, I will 
be buying a bigger, more 
age-appropriate canoe. 
The canoe I have in mind 
is a 16-foot, Kevlar-carbon 
fusion canoe that weighs 
34 or so pounds – approxi-
mately the same weight as 
the wad of bills required 
for its purchase. 

But to me it will be 
worth it. This is the canoe 
that I hope will carry me 
through my 60s or rather 
the one that I will carry 
through my 60s. And I 
will recoup all that money 
in reduced vehicle roof 
repair costs and chiro-
practic treatments. Plus, 
if I am going to have to 
sit at any boat launch in 
a canoe until the blood 
starts to re-circulate in my 
legs again, I want it to be 
one that looks good.

As much as I am loving 

Just as you can age a 
tree by the rings in 

its trunk, I am pretty sure 
you can age an outdoors-
man by the weight of the 
canoe he carries. And, 
frankly, it is a lot less 
messy.

When I was in my teens, 
I bought a 67-pound, 
16-foot fibreglass canoe. 
I paddled that thing 
through every marsh 
and dragged it over every 
beaver dam I knew during 
the duck season without 
any issues. That was the 
right canoe for me back 
then – it was inexpensive.

About 15 years later, 
after I literally wore that 
canoe out, I bought a 
17-foot Coleman canoe 
that weighs 90 pounds. 
Portaging this is the main 
reason I am 5-foot-3.

Back then, the weight 
wasn’t much of an issue, 
as I was in my early 30s 
and as fit and strong as I 
was ever going to be. Plus, 
I had two young kids at 
the time, and I thought 
that this canoe would 
be the perfect vessel for 
paddling and fishing 
trips. I have fond memo-
ries of that canoe. My back 
does not.

I still own it, as it 
apparently can only be 
destroyed by large doses 
of Kryptonite. But these 
days I keep it permanently 
parked at a friend’s prop-
erty on a riverbank where 
we still use it to hunt 
ducks and pull muscles 
we never knew existed. 
Between the two of us we 
can carry it just fine. But 
we are much older and 
wiser, so we do not.

As much as I hate to 
admit it, my days of solo 
carrying that canoe for 
any amount of time are → GALEA 11

www.k imbe r l y r au . c om

SOS Phy s iot he rapy  (Elmira)
3 Wyatt  St . E. , Suite  2
Elmira, ON N3B 2H4

Tel  (519)  669-1212

Woolwich  Phy s iot he rapy
8-25 Indust r ia l  Dr ive
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Tel  (519)  669-2578

New season, new shoes?
Let us help put the SPRING back in your step!

Our experienced Pedorthists want to help.

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

WHEN CURLING 
LEGEND BRAD GUSHUE 
won his record-setting fifth 
Canadian men’s national 
championship at this 
year’s Brier in London, 
Ont. on Sunday, he did 
so on ice that an Elmira 
resident had a hand in 
creating. 

Ken Irwin, who is in his 
first season as the head ice 
technician at the Elmira 
Curling Club, has a long 
history of ice making on 

some of the sport’s biggest 
stages. This includes the 
2006 women’s national 
championship (then 
known as the Scott Tour-
nament of Hearts), two 
previous Briers, two world 
championships, several 
Northern Ontario cham-
pionships and multiple 
Ontario provincial champi-
onships.

“It’s really great to see 
the players out there and 
them playing and playing 
well, and not getting too 
frustrated with ice condi-
tions. We give them the 

Working at the nationals
is the icing on the cake

→ CURLING 11

Ken Irwin, head ice technician at the Elmira Curling Club, has helped out at a long list of events. Bill Atwood

Elmira Curling Club head ice technician Ken Irwin lending at hand at major events
best ice conditions that we 
can throughout the entire 
event so that they can play 
at the top of their game. 
And for us ice makers, 
that’s what we want,” Irwin 
said.

Irwin volunteers his time 
to help ensure the curlers 
have quality ice on which 
to make their shots. 

“There were 400 or so 
at the Brier in London this 
time. We all pay a $100 fee 
to join. That’s there to sort 
of guarantee people will 
show up instead of getting 
it [just] to walk in the build-

ing, basically a free seat for 
the whole event,” he said.

Humbly, Irwin said there 
isn’t anything that sets him 
apart from other icemak-
ers.

“There isn’t anything 
specific in terms of the 
quality or my work ethic 
or whatever it is that they 
want. It’s more as a ‘volun-
teer to come and do this.’”

There is a difference 
between ice at a curling 
club like the one in Elmira 
and arena ice like the 
Budweiser Gardens in 
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WOOLWICH WILD 
■ U13B
Mar/07/2023 vs Saugeen 
Shores Storm
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Leah Frede

■ U13B
Mar/09/2023 vs Mount 
Forest Rams
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Emily Brubacher, 
Emmerson Smith

■ U13B
Mar/10/2023 vs Mount 
Forest Rams
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Leah Frede
ASSISTS: Kim Bishop, Alexis 
Bowden

ↆ SCOREBOARD

Notice of Completion
Heidelberg Water Supply System

Schedule B Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment

The Region of Waterloo 
(Region) has completed a 
Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment 
(EA) Study to identify water 
supply system upgrades for 
the community of Heidelberg 
(see Study Area map). Some 
of the existing components of 
the water supply system 
infrastructure are reaching 
the end of their service life 
and this EA Study has been 
considering the best way to 
address this issue.

The preferred alternative solution is to connect the St. Clements and Heidelberg water 
supply systems by installing a new 1.1 km transmission watermain along Lobsinger 
Line. St. Clements wells will provide the water supply for both communities. The 
existing Heidelberg water treatment plant will be decommissioned.

This Class EA Study was completed in accordance with the planning and design 
process for Schedule B projects, as outlined in the Municipal Class EA document 
(October 2000, as amended), which is an approved process under the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment Act.

A Project File Report summarizing the Class EA Study process and findings is available 
online for a 30-day comment period starting March 15, 2023 on the Region’s website: 
https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/CurrentWaterProjects/

Interested persons may provide written comments between March 15, 2023 and 
April 14, 2023 to Ayman Khedr, P. Eng, M.A.Sc, Engineer, Engineering and Planning, 
Region of Waterloo, Water Services (AKhedr@regionofwaterloo.ca) or discussed via 
telephone (519-575-4400 ext. 4412).

In the event that there are outstanding concerns following discussions with the 
Region, a request may be made to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks (MECP) under Section 16 of the Environmental Assessment Act requiring a 
higher level of study (i.e., requiring an individual/comprehensive EA approval before 
being able to proceed), or that conditions be imposed (e.g., require further studies), 
only on the grounds that the requested order may prevent, mitigate, or remedy 
adverse impacts on constitutionally protected Aboriginal and treaty rights. Requests 
on other grounds will not be considered. Requests should include the requester 
contact information and full name for the ministry.

The request should be sent in writing or by email to:

Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
777 Bay Street, 5th Floor
Toronto ON M7A 2J3
minister.mecp@ontario.ca

and

Director, Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor
Toronto ON, M4V 1P5
EABDirector@ontario.ca

Requests should also be sent to the Region of Waterloo. Information will be collected 
in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act. With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the 
public record. This notice was first issued March 15, 2023.

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

HAVING COME BACK IN 
THEIR first-round series 
with Ayr to tie it up at two 
games apiece, the Elmira 
Sugar Kings finished it 
off with a pair of wins to 
advance to the second 
round. 

A 4-1 victory on March 
8 was followed the follow-
ing night by a 2-0 win to 
seal the Centennials’ fate.

The first of those two 
wins really set the stage 
for the series win, says 
head coach Scott McMil-
lan.

“Games one and five 
were probably the best 
that we played all year. 
Game four had a big score 
(6-0), but it was a pretty 
even game despite the 
score – they were getting 
quite a few chances and 
they just couldn’t finish. 
Our goalie played well, 
and we were able to get a 
couple by their goalie, so 
the score was not quite as 
indicative in game four. 
Games one and five were 
probably our best games 
of the season,” he said.

The Kings will now face 
the KW Siskins in the next 
round.

In the March 8 game, 
the visiting Centenni-
als opened the scoring 
with a power-play goal 
three minutes in, but 
that would be it for their 
offense. Ten minutes 
later, Madden MacDou-
gall’s unassisted goal tied 
the game at 1-1, which is 
how things stood heading 
into the first intermis-
sion.

In the second, a goal 
at 9:40 from Jackson 
Herron, assisted by Luke 
Della Croce and Dustin 
Good, gave the Kings all 
the scoring they would 
need. At 14:09, Brady 
Schwindt’s goal made 

it 3-1. Assists went to 
Malcolm Scott and Liam 
Eveleigh.

In the third, captain 
Adam Grein’s power-play 
marker at 6:40, helped 
by Austin Mumby and 
Eveleigh, capped the 
scoring at 4-1 and giving 
the crowd at the WMC 
plenty to cheer about.

Shots were 28-22 in 
favour of the home team, 
with goaltender Daniel 
Botelho stopping 21 in the 
winning effort. The Kings 
were 1-6 on the power 
play, while Ayr was 1-2.

Ayr’s lack of discipline 
was likely a factor in the 
game’s outcome, with 
misconducts that carried 
over the following day.

“I think if they had 
to do over again, they’d 
probably wish they were 
a little bit more disci-
plined. I think some 
of their penalties were 
preventable, for sure,” 
said McMillan. “I think 
that ended up being a 
pretty big difference in 
the series – they missed 
some guys for some 
games, and took quite 
a few penalties at key 
times. We weren’t always 
able to capitalize, but I 
think eventually it kind 
of wore on them and 
became a hurdle they 
couldn’t overcome.”

The game the following 
night in Ayr proved to be 
a much tighter affair, as 
the Centennials came in 
facing elimination.

The Kings managed 

just 14 shots on net. 
Fortunately, two of them 
went in, including an 
empty-netter from Joey 
Martin (Eveleigh) with 29 
seconds left in the game.

The lone goal up to that 
time had been scored 
by Elmira’s Brennan 
Kennedy, from Martin 
and Brock Reinhart, at 
12:10 of the first period. 
It’s a lead that held up, 
even as the Centennials 
poured it on in the third, 
outshooting the Kings 
14-2 over the final 20 
minutes.

The game’s end tally 
was 23-14 for the host 
team, though they failed 
to get any past Botelho, 
who posted a shutout 
to end the series in six 
games.

Both teams were 0-3 
with the man advantage.

“It was a pretty tight 
game. It wasn’t a lack of 
effort on our part, they 
played really, really hard 
and gave it everything 
they had. We were able 
to just be one goal better. 
It was a good effort by 
our guys to overcome the 
intensity that that they 
were playing with,” said 
the coach.

The second round 
of the GOJHL playoffs 
was to get underway at 
midweek, but delays 
in the Cambridge-Lis-
towel series pushed that 
back to what is likely 
to be a weekend start. 
Cambridge won Tuesday 
night to advance against 
Stratford, with Kings 
drawing the Siskins.

The long downtime 
has McMillan somewhat 
concerned about the lack 
of momentum.

“Just sitting around 
too long, especially as 
we were playing well at 
the end of the Ayr series, 
ready to get going. But 
that wasn’t an option.”

Kings defeat Ayr; advance 
to second round of playoffs

observerxtra.com/scores

Submit your 
sports team’s 
scores online
Let your community 
know how your team 
is doing this season!
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English Style

April 7, 2023
Location: Lions Hall, Elmira

EAT IN OR TAKE OUT
Serving from 4PM until 6:30PM

Tickets may be purchased from:

ELMIRA STOVE WORKS
Birdland Plaza Elmira, 519-669-1281

READ’S DECORATING CENTRE
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira, 519-669-3658

KIWANIS MEMBERS

1/2 LB. HADDOCK • FRIES • COLESLAW • TARTAR SAUCE
ASSORTED PIES  COFFEE  POP  WATER

E
LMIR A KIWANIS

$2500
PER
PERSON

$1200
PER
PERSON

KID’S MEAL
HOT DOG • FRIES
ICE CREAM • POP

Technology update /
system options
Economics & Incentives
Ownership experience /
maintenance
Q&A time

www.woolwich.ca/climate-action

TALK TO AN ENGINEER
A R E S O L A R P A N E L S R I G H T F O R

Y O U R H O M E ?

Q u e s t i o n s ?
P l e a s e c o n t a c t C u s t o m e r

S e r v i c e a t 5 1 9 - 5 1 4 - 7 0 0 0 o r
c u s t o m e r s e r v i c e @ w o o l w i c h . c a

March 25th
10 - 11:30 am

St. Jacobs Fire Hall
3 Water St.

(Free Event)

London, Irwin explained
“Arena ice is usually 

faster. One of the big 
differences between arena 
ice and club ice is that 
obviously in an arena, it’s 
a much bigger building. 
With the stands there, 
when people are viewing, 
you get a nice sunny day, 
hopefully cold, there’s 
no problems. But if you 
get a wet day, a rainy day, 
then people come in wet 
to bring the humidity into 

the building. And that will 
affect the ice in terms of 
bringing frost in.”

The major tournaments 
are an opportunity for 
Irwin to learn from others 
such as Greg Ewasko, head 
ice technician for Curling 
Canada.

“I go to events to learn 
from Greg – there’s lots 
of things, like this time, 
I learned quite a few 
different tricks and then 
we bring them back to 
our clubs and incorporate 

→ FROM 9

CURLING: He’s always looking to learn new techniques to improve the ice

Ken Irwin pebbles the ice at Elmira Curling Club by spraying it with droplets of water. Bill Atwood

those into our clubs. So 
that’s the reason why I go 
to events like that.”

It can be something as 
simple as having a differ-
ent end on the pebble can, 
which is used to spray the 
ice with water.

“I have copper on 
[mine], which is heavy. 
They have a plastic end 
on [theirs] and it’s a lot 
lighter. So apparently the 
weight of the copper and 
the lightness of the plastic 
part makes a difference in 

how the pebble comes out 
of the pebble can,” Irwin 
explained, noting he tries 
to do one major event per 
season.

“Not sure what my 
schedule will be for next 
year, but I always look 
forward to doing some-
thing and being involved 
with a big event like that. 
Maybe I’ll do a Canadian 
junior championship. I 
haven’t done one of those 
yet. That might be fun, 
something different.”

the idea of a canoe that 
light, I am also reasonably 
certain it will not be my 
last or even lightest canoe. 
You see, I have a buddy 
who makes them even 

lighter than that, out of 
ballistic nylon. They are 
so light that I am pretty 
sure they carry them-
selves. Which is good 
because my paddles seem 
to have gotten heavier…

GALEA: A lighter canoe, sure, but 
time is still providing a good paddling

→ FROM 9
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise
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BusinessBusiness Workforce Planning Board of Waterloo 
Wellington Dufferin this week launched 
the “Help for Jobseekers” webpage, a 
free service that connects job seekers 
to resources available to them locally: 
job search support, skills upgrading, 
education, apprenticeship, ESL classes, 
volunteer opportunities and the like.
www.findyourjob.ca/helpforjobseekers

Housing starts in Canada were up 13% in 
February to 243,959 units compared to 
January (216,514), according to Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC). 
Multi-unit urban starts increased 18% to 
173,745 units, while single-detached urban 
starts increased 8% to 48,918 units. Rural 
starts were pegged at 21,296 units.

Help for job seekers Housing starts up in Feb.

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

Evening appointments available

73 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

Dr. Alice
Chen

Dr. Stephen
Morris

519-669-0012PHONE:

Optometrist Optometrist

(Beside the Clocktower Wellness Centre)

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THE AUTHORS OF A 
NEW study are calling 
on provincial govern-
ments to raise the income 
threshold that those on 
social assistance can earn 
through employment 
before the help they 
receive is clawed back.

The Montreal Economic 
Institute (MEI) sees the 
move as a way to help 
deal with the shortage of 
workers.

According to the study, 
around eight per cent 
of Canada’s population 
benefit from income 
support programs, with 
70 per cent residing in 
Ontario and Quebec. 
The study specifically 
looked at what it calls 
“unattached employable 
singles.” There are around 
350,000 such individuals 
who make up 28 per cent 
of social assistance recipi-
ents in Canada.

Jason Dean, an asso-
ciate researcher at MEI 
and an assistant professor 
of economics at King’s 
University College at 

Western University, 
co-authored the study. 
According to Dean, 
many people receiving 
social assistance, such as 
income support under the 
Ontario Works program, 
want to work, but the 
clawbacks make it hard 
for them to do so. 

“If you’re on welfare 
and you decide to work 
full-time at the minimum 
wage, in Ontario you only 
get to keep about half of 
it, because you’ll lose the 
rest through the loss of 
benefits. So if you want 
someone to work full-time 
for the year, the claw-
backs are really high,” 
said Dean, who is also 
an instructor at Wilfrid 
Laurier University.

In Ontario, for the 
first three months that 
someone is on assistance, 
they can earn up to $200 
through employment 
before they lose $1 for 
every dollar that they 
earn. That figure lowers to 
50 per cent starting in the 
fourth month.

“Someone’s not really 
going to want to decide 

Many barriers between assistance and a job

→ SOCIAL ASSISTANCE 13

I like Ontario Pork’s 
commitment to social 

responsibility, and the 
way it’s expressed in a new 
consumer-facing initiative 
– a magnificent cookbook 
called The Whole Hog.

Over the past decade, 
Ontario Pork and its 1,000-
ish producer members 
have donated nearly 
300,000 pounds of pork to 
Feed Ontario, the umbrella 
organization for Ontario 
food banks. That’s close to 
two million servings.

Food inflation is abat-
ing, but food banks need 
support more than ever. 
Between Apr. 1, 2021, and 
Mar. 31, 2022, more than 
587,000 people accessed a 
food bank in Ontario. Pork 
prices were up too, rising 
with inflation like every-
thing else.

Like many commodity 
groups, Ontario Pork is 
giving back. Most recently, 
Feed Ontario has been 
earmarked to receive 
proceeds from The Whole 

Hog, a superb 200-page 
compilation of accessible 
pork recipes, stories and 
cooking tips.

“This is another exam-
ple of the tremendous 
relationship that we have 
with Ontario Pork,” said 
Feed Ontario’s executive 
director Carolyn Stewart. 
“We are grateful to be the → ROBERTS 13

for everyday sustainabil-
ity.” Ages ago, Ontario 
Pork saw sustainability as 
an imperative, and began 
taking measures to help 
its members align their 
operations with public 
interests.

Those kinds of stories 
are told in The Whole Hog. 
The cookbook, which sells 
for $35.39 plus tax, follows 
the modern cookbook 
trend of not just offering 
cooking tips and excellent 
recipes, but also telling the 

Study calls for changes from disincentives to those in social assistance in order to encourage people to re-enter the labour market

to work if they’re giving 
up almost half of it in the 
form of loss of benefits. 
A lot of them basically, it 
just seems economically 
senseless to want to work. 
There’s something that 
needs to be done. This has 
been an issue for quite a 
while – it’s a well-known 
issue,” Dean explained.

Pork producers go whole hog with new cookbook
stories of the farmers who 
produce the ingredients. 
But The Whole Hog goes a 
step further by including 
stories from chefs who 
prepare pork, truckers 
who deliver feed, grocers 
who sell pork, and even 
veterinarians and animal 
nutritionists who keep 
pigs healthy. 

It doesn’t get much 
more well-rounded than 
that, and neither do the 
recipes.

The study examined 
what it calls the partici-
pation tax rate, or what 
they would be giving 
up in benefits, plus the 
amount that comes off 
earnings, including taxes, 
employment insurance 
and Canada Pension Plan 
payments.

According to that calcu-

lation, an unattached 
employable single person 
working part-time in 
Ontario would lose 40.2 
per cent of their earnings, 
while someone working 
full-time would lose 50.7 
per cent.

While he is calling for a 
higher income threshold 
and a lower clawback rate, 

Dean says it is difficult 
to determine the optimal 
level.

“I would say at least 
they should have been 
indexed to inflation. 
Definitely, if they were 
doubled, that would be 
good. And then definitely, 
the clawback should 
maybe be something more 
like 25 per cent. There’s 
still an overall problem 
with the whole system 
that needs to be fixed.”

Roger Gilbert, an 
employment and income 
services manager for 
the Region of Waterloo’s 
community services 
department, said he has 
heard from many people 
he works with that social 
assistance rates are not 
high enough. He notes, 
the rules are in place to 
encourage people to seek 
employment.

“[They] are really 
intended to encourage 
people to seek employ-
ment and not to have 
it become a question 
of, ‘is it worth it to look 
for employment?’” said 
Gilbert.

recipient of the funds 
raised from the sale of The 
Whole Hog book. These 
funds will help local and 
community food banks 
to support people facing 
hunger.”

The Whole Hog is a 
keeper. Anyone who 
receives it would be 
pleased to have this 
gorgeous, colourful publi-
cation in their collection.

The Whole Hog’s tagline 
is “recipes for those who 
love local food and yearn 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Aleksandra Petrovic is the executive director of the Social Development Centre Waterloo Region. 
Bill Atwood
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Sunday, March 26, 10 am - 2pm 
Goodie bags for the first 100 customers.  Refreshments, glitter tattoos, ra�e prizes!

Petvalu Elmira
10 Year Anniversary 

Thank you for supporting local businesses!

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira, ON   519-669-1350 petvalu.com follow us on
Monday-Friday 9am-9pm   Saturday 9am-6pm   Sunday 11am-5pm

Visit our vendor representatives in the store!Visit our vendor representatives in the store!Visit our vendor representatives in the store!

For example, Justine 
Parkinson from Breslau’s 
Conestoga Meats provides 
a recipe for pork belly 
burnt ends, a favorite with 
BBQ joint lovers. 

Vernla Livestock oper-
ations manager Marlon 
Bauman of Wallenstein 
gives instructions for his 
3-2-1 ribs recipe – with a 
kick. 

Minto-area marketer 
Stephanie Foster plays on 
words with her pork meat-
ball recipe called ‘Pork’Up-
ine Balls. 

Niagara Falls chef Rita 
Visca provides a recipe for 
Ragu Bolognese, a hearty 
meat-based tomato sauce 
dish.

And finally chef Eva 
Chin from Toronto offers 
up grilled pork jowl, a 
meal that summarizes the 
holistic thinking behind 
The Whole Hog.

“I think pork jowl is the 
most underused cut in a 
restaurant setting,” she 
says. “In a perfect world, I 
would love all consumers 
to embrace the animal as 
a whole and utilize every 
part.”

This is a cookbook for 
all seasons. And the cause 
it supports is so worthy. 
Great work, Ontario Pork.

→ FROM 12

ROBERTS: Good 
tales, good cause

However, according 
to Aleksandra Petrovic, 
executive director of 
the Social Development 
Centre Waterloo Region, 
clawbacks have the oppo-
site effect.

“People are not moti-
vated or empowered to 
leave social assistance in 
this way,” she said.

“They are being kept 
within the cycles of 
poverty because they have 
no hope or confidence 
to leave social assistance 
due to other benefits, 
their health, their mental 
health, housing support 
and all other pieces that 
are part of the support for 
people in social assis-
tance. They actually stay 
trapped and they simply 
cannot imagine what it 
would look like in the 
labour market.”

Gilbert explained 
that even though direct 
supports are clawed back 
when someone becomes 
ineligible, other supports, 
such as health benefits, 
can continue. 

“We obviously do want 
people to get back into 
the workforce and be able 
to earn enough money. 
It’s acknowledging that 
if you become ineligible 
because of your earnings, 
there’s still an opportunity 

to obviously continue to 
provide some extended 
[support] for a period of 
time,”  he explained.

The Canada Workers 
Benefit is another program 
for low-income earn-
ers. Under the program, 
taxpayers can receive a 
refundable tax credit in 
their tax return, up to 
$1,428 for single individ-
uals earning less than 
$23,495. This gradually 
reduces until someone 
earns $33,015 annually, at 
which point the benefit is 
removed entirely. Families 
can receive up to twice the 
amount of individuals if 

their income is less than 
$26,805. The benefit is 
eliminated once a fami-
ly’s net income reaches 
$43,212.

Although Dean said 
there is an economic 
theory behind the idea, 
there are flaws with the 
program.

“If you have this wage 
subsidy at the lower 
income, so incomes under 
a certain amount, you 
provide a subsidy, and 
then that’s supposed to 
entice them to want to 
work more. There’s two 
big problems with it. They 
don’t get that benefit until 

the end of the year and 
it’s bundled up in a tax 
return, which probably not 
many of them don’t even 
know what it is they’re 
getting the money for. 
And the reward is too far 
disconnected from when 
the decision is to work,” 
he said.

Petrovic said the devel-
opment centre advocates 
for a basic income for 
everyone. 

“First and foremost, we 
would need to support 
people who are currently 
living on social assistance 
or minimum wage. They 
do not have resources 
for a decent life….We 
are doing a disservice to 
the whole society by not 
supporting people to be 
stable, healthy, and to feel 
safe, which they don’t feel 
today,” she said.

Ontario previously 
tested a basic liveable 
income pilot in several 
municipalities across 
the province under the 
Kathleen Wynne’s Liberal 
government. The program 
provided $16,989 per 
year for a single person 
and $24,027 per year for 
a couple, minus $0.50 
for every dollar earned 
through employment. 
This was intended to be 
a three-year program, 
however, current Premier 

SOCIAL ASSISTANCE: There’s no one solution to helping people make the transition to work
Doug Ford cancelled it in 
2019 before any data were 
analyzed.

The cancellation was 
“ill-advised,” Petrovic 
said.

According to Dean, 
while there may still be 
some social assistance 
receivers who would not 
want to work even if they 
had a high salary, some-
thing needs to be done.

“Certainly, the way it is 
now, you got to do some-
thing about it. Because 
we need people, we need 
workers, we need to help 
alleviate the issues of 
labour shortages,” he said.

Petrovic calls questions 
about whether some-
one would try to take 
advantage of the social 
assistance system “not 
appropriate.” 

“Those are persisting, 
outdated, criminalizing 
punitive, colonizing myths 
about or prejudice about 
people that the main-
stream considers ‘lesser 
than,’” she said. 

There are other things 
that need to be looked at in 
the discussion of “rigging 
the system,” she added.

“Let’s talk about finan-
cialization of housing. 
Let’s talk about real estate. 
Let’s talk about the invest-
ment industry, hedge 
funds, tax evasion.”

→ FROM 12

Aleksandra Petrovic says there are a number of hurdles for moving 
from social assistance to the job market. Bill Atwood
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AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

ArtsArts The Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony this 
week announced the pilot of Concerts for 
Caregivers, a concert experience for those 
with the role of infant caregiver. The show 
will be performed at the Conrad Centre for 
the Performing Arts on Mar. 28 at 11 a.m. 
Admission is free but registration is required.
www.kwsymphony.ca

The Black And Free: Art Exhibition and 
Symposium at the Waterloo Region museum 
features new commissions by artists Emkay 
Adjei-Manu, Lillian Allen, Sydné Barnes-
Wright, A. Decker, Damola Disu, Aljumaine 
Gayle and Janine Ilya. Conversations with 
the artists are set for Mar. 25-26, 12-3 p.m.

Concerts for Caregivers Art exhibit at museum

Grand Opening!!G
LOSE to ECORHomeC D

c l o s e t o h o m e d e c o r 3 @ g m a i l . c o m
@ c l o s e t o h o m e d e c o r

New Store Hours:
Tuesday - Fridays 10:00am-5:00pm

Saturdays 10:00am-3:00pm

1022 Diefenbacher St., HAWKESVILLE
519-574-4773

10% DISCOUNT ON ONE EASTER DECOR ITEM

FRIDAY, MARCH 24
10:00AM-8:00PM

NOW PLAYING • PRINCESS TWIN, WATERLOO • PRINCESSCINEMAS.COM

Adapted & Directed
by Sarah Polley.
Book by Miriam Toews.

OSCAR WINNER!
BEST ADAPTED
SCREENPLAY

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

A MONTHLONG FESTI-
VAL IS CELEBRATING 
the impact women from 
the region and around 
the world have had in 
several different areas of 
the artistic world. The She 
Creates Festival, which is 
being put on by Neruda 
Arts, was launched on 
International Women’s 
Day with the She Imag-
ines gallery at their St. 
Jacobs studio.

This exhibition features 
work by eight local and 
international artists from 
diverse backgrounds. 
The work will be featured 
in the studio until the 
festival’s last day on 
March 26. Other events in 
the festival included She 
Enchants, where authors 
Paddy Gillard-Bentley 
and Maria Fernanda 
Ibarra read short stories 
they wrote to students 
at Conestogo Public 
School. Last weekend 
Neruda Arts teamed up 
with Kitchener-based 
Flush Ink Productions, 
where Gillard-Bentley is 
the artistic director, to 
put on She Speaks, which 
included the readings of 
eight plays and mono-
logues written by women.

“We decided that one 
day was probably not 
enough. When I started 

producing plays, 17 per 
cent of produced plays 
were written by women. 
So basically, we sat down 
and decided to make it a 
monthlong celebration 
of women in the arts, 
hitting diverse areas and 
genres of the arts,” said 
Gillard-Bentley, who is 
also the communications 
director for Neruda Arts.

This Friday and Satur-
day, She Resists is being 
performed by Iranian 
immigrant Saba Zameni 
who was arrested in her 
home country for being a 
female performer.

“She’s mesmerizing, 
that’s all I can say. She 
is also very active in 
speaking out against the 
oppression of women 
in Iran, which is just 
ridiculous,” explained 
Gillard-Bentley.

Zameni will perform 
on Friday at 7 p.m. at 
the St. Jacobs studio 
and Saturday at 11 a.m. 
at the Kitchener Market 
piazza. Gillard-Bentley 
and others will support 
Zameni on Saturday by 
standing silently and 
wearing shirts that say 
“Women Life Freedom” 
in Farsi, Arabic, Spanish, 
French and English.

“[It’s] just to make a 
statement that we may be 
across the ocean and so 
different culturally, but 
what’s happening there is 

A celebration of 
women in the arts

→ SHE CREATES 24 Work by eight female artists is on display at Neruda Arts in St. Jacobs until March 26. Bill Atwood

Neruda Arts in St. Jacobs is in the midst of offering diverse 
entertainment options in the She Creates Festival

pretty much unconscio-
nable,” Gillard-Bentley 
said.

The last two events of 
the festival will be She 
Illustrates on March 
19 (2-4 p.m.), and She 
Performs on March 25 
and 26 (7-9 p.m.). She 
Illustrates, which will be 
held behind the Perime-
ter Institute in Waterloo, 
will feature the work of 
comic illustrators from 
Chile. She Performs will 
include the performance 
Scarlet Rain written by 
Gillard-Bentley. Isabel 
Cisterna, founder and 
artistic director of  Neruda 
Arts, will perform her 
stand-up comedy/mono-
logue, The Twelve Step 
Recovery Program or How 
to Survive Cultural Shock, 
about her experience 
immigrating to Canada. 
Luta Cruz, an Afro-Chil-
ean human rights activist, 
will present a concert. 

“She has seen all kinds 
of prejudice from pretty 
much every angle you 
could imagine from 
sexuality to her view to 
her race and ethnicity and 
she’s come through it as 
such a positive person,” 
said Gillard-Bentley of 
Cruz.

While Gillard-Bentley 
explained that she is 
not saying the art world 
is prejudiced against 
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Seven days. 
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A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 

motivated general laborer. 
Duties include:

Livestock care, handling and general 
clean up. Early morning starts.

Competitive wage.

Service Technician 
FULL TIME/ START IMMEDIATELY 

If you are looking for a challenging and rewarding career 
and are interested in this opportunity, please forward your 

cover letter and resume to clay@shantzfarmequip.com 
or deliver by mail or in person to Shantz Farm Equipment 

7452 Wellington Rd. 7, Alma ON., N0B 1A0

NOW HIRING! 
More Than Just A Job - We Offer An 

Opportunity To Grow! 
Start By Sending Your Resume Today!

Conestogo Agri Systems, a family owned and operated business is looking 
to grow! For you, this means we could have the position you are looking for!

Whether your expertise and experience relate to Order Desk Sales/Service 
or Equipment Installation/Service, your next Opportunity just might be 
waiting here for YOU!!

Are you:
• Willing to learn?
• Detail oriented with excellent organizational and multi-tasking skills?
• Able to meet timelines and deadlines and use time effectively and efficiently?
• Able to frequently take initiative?

We specialize in Selling, Installing and Servicing Dairy and Farmstead 
Equipment with a progressive and detail-oriented team, based on 
dedication to Customer Service, and quality workmanship.

The various opportunities available could entail a variety of different skills, 
depending on the position that would suit your skillset best.

Welding, electrical, plumbing, assembly and troubleshooting for an 
Equipment Service/Installation Opportunity.

Business software, general computer skills, customer service skills and the 
ability to source parts online for the Order Desk Sales/Service Opportunity.

A farming or agriculture background would be considered an asset and 
would be preferred, but is not required.

If you would be interested in joining our Dynamic Team, and would like to 
know if there is an opportunity waiting here for you…

Please e-mail your resume and indicate what your 
area of expertise would be to: info@conestogoagri.ca

Based on your experience, we offer 
competitive wages, benefits and an RRSP Program

“We thank all applicants for their interest, however, 
only those selected for an interview will be contacted”

Conestogo Agri Systems Inc. is fully committed to 
abiding by all equal opportunity employment standards.

Help Wanted
Help Wanted

Help Wanted

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER (SERVICE) 
Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in Gas Fitting, 
Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, Air Conditioning, Sheet Metal, 
Plumbing, and High Pressure Cleaning Systems. We service agricultural, 
light commercial and residential systems. 

We are currently seeking an experienced Journeyman Plumber who is 
interested in service work, a team player and able to work with minimal 
supervision. Qualifications in Refrigeration, Gas Fitting, or Sheet Metal 
would be an asset but not a requirement. 

Tri-Mech offers competitive wages and health benefits. Wages are 
dependent upon qualifications and experience. 

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of application or resume by fax to 
519-638-3342, or by email to jobs@trimech.ca 

TECHNICAL SALES \ PRESSURE WASH EQUIPMENT

Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in Gas Fitting, Hydronic 
Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, Air Conditioning, Sheet Metal, Plumbing, 
and High Pressure Cleaning Systems. We service agricultural, light 
commercial and residential systems. 

We are currently seeking a motivated individual who is interested in promoting 
Pressure Wash Equipment and Robotic Washers for Swine facilities. 

Duties include but not limited to: 

• Sales of Pressure Wash and Robotic Washers 
• Demonstrating Robotic Washers in Swine Facilities 
• Assembly and Repair of Pressure Washers and Robotic Washers 
• Purchasing of Pressure Wash Equipment 
• An agricultural background would be an asset. 
Tri-Mech offers competitive wages, bonuses and health benefits. No 
experience necessary training will be provided. Wages are dependent upon 
qualifications and experience. 

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of application or resume by fax to: 
519-638-3342, or by email to jobs@trimech.ca

ASSISTANT SERVICE MANAGER 
Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in Gas Fitting, 
Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, Air Conditioning, Sheet Metal, 
Plumbing, and High Pressure Cleaning Systems. We service agricultural, 
light commercial and residential systems.

We are currently seeking a motivated and organized individual who is 
interested in supporting our service manager. Basic computer skills are 
a requirement.

Duties include but not limited to: 

• Customer Service 
• Scheduling Service Technicians 
• Ordering parts from suppliers 
• Inventory Control 

Tri-Mech offers competitive wages, bonuses and health benefits. No 
experience necessary training will be provided. Wages are dependent 
upon qualifications and experience. 

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of application or resume by fax to:
519-638-3342, or by email to jobs@trimech.ca

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

5x7
$11 2nd Print 

only 
$5.50

8x10
$15 2nd Print 

only 
$7.50

4x6
$9 2nd Print 

only 
$4.50

Our photographs are available for purchase 
on quality photo paper or as a digital copy.
Order online today!  observerxtra.com/reprint

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
NOW HIRING AT 
SCHNURR'S GROCERY 
Store in Linwood, two 
to four days per week. 
Note, we are closed 
on Sundays. Call 
519-897-2600.

Work 
Wanted

NEED SOME ODD 
JOBS TACKLED? 
Errands run? Light lift-
ing, Deliveries? Clean 
up? Junk removal? 
Call or text Gary 
519-577-1750.

Help 
wanted 
listings 

continue 
on page 17

Please submit your resume to:
info@bonnieschickhatchery.com 

or in person at 18 Arthur Street North, Elmira.

Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

PART-TIME SEASONAL DRIVER
Bonnie's Chick Hatchery is currently hiring a 
Seasonal Driver. The candidate must be an 
experienced driver with a valid G Class license 
with a clean driving record and the ability to 
drive for extended trips. Familiarity with GPS 
devices would be an asset. May be required to 
occasionally tow a trailer. Some lifting and 
physical labour required.  

Duties may also include:  

Handling chicks and eggs while adhering to the 
Animal Welfare and Health & Safety Policies, 
sanitation requirements, preparing eggs and 
chicks for shipment and other duties as required. 
The successful candidate will represent the 
company positively and professionally in 
interactions with customers and be a team player.
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Many In-Stock or Custom Bathroom Vanities, Kitchen Cabinetry, Flooring 
and Tiles, Blinds, Shades, Fashion Plumbing • Our experienced personell 
and designer will help you work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

(ELMIRA)

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

Must bring coupon in or use code “repair22”

$10 OFF$10 OFF PATIO DOOR SCREEN 
REPLACEMENT

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

www.perfectpitchhearing.com

29A Church St. W. 
Elmira, ON

519-210-3030

WE’RE THE 

FOR ALL YOUR 
HEARING NEEDS

WE’RE THE 

FOR ALL YOUR 
HEARING NEEDS

PERFECT CHOICEPERFECT CHOICE

BOOK A FREE 
HEARING TEST TODAY!

BOOK A FREE 
HEARING TEST TODAY!

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES
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Executive custom built bungalow in an exclusive neighbourhood. Open concept 
– 1,849 sq. ft. plus fi nished bsmt. Sunken family room w/cathedral ceiling & F.P., 
spacious eat-in kitchen w/island & generous dining space. Walkout to a covered 
rear porch & patio. 3 bdrms. Huge rec room/games room w/bar area. 4th bdrm 
& 2 pc. washroom. Oversized double garage w/stairs to bsmt. Park like 1/3 acre 
lot w/extensive landscaping. 

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

13 Memorial Ave, Elmira             MLS  $499,000.00

Offi  ce: 519-669-2772
Brad Direct: 519-741-6231
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

36 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

NEW LISTING

56 Peter St., St. Clements  New MLS $1,199,900.00

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Emily Minielly

519-504-6247
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com

ELMIRA - Check out this 5 Bedroom Bungalow in Birdland! This unique opportunity gives you 
the option of multi-generational living or a single-family dwelling... you choose! The main floor 
has 3 Bedrooms, a fair-sized kitchen, a dining room, living room with big bright windows 
overlooking the covered front porch, 4-piece bathroom and a main floor laundry room. Walk out 
from the dining room to a shaded deck and relax in the yard with the view of mature trees. This 
open concept basement has 2 bedrooms, its own kitchen and laundry room, 4-piece bathroom, 
dinette area, 2 living room spaces, and lots of storage. You will be impressed with the overall 
open feel of this home. The doublewide, concrete driveway provides parking for 2 and the 
oversized single garage is perfect for the car enthusiast and is equipped with a hoist. Close to 
schools, downtown, rec centre, public transit and more. Come and see this nicely finished and 
well-kept home that is sure to impress! MLS 40373050

$650,000$650,000

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira  519-669-5426

KITCHENER - Welcome to 44 Carrol St. in the beautiful city of Kitchener. Located close to all 
your amenities including; schools, parks, shopping, expressway and highway. This all brick 
bungalow has so much to offer! 3 bedrooms, a dining room and galley kitchen, 2 bathrooms, 
finished basement with a bar and rec room, garage, large driveway, walk-out from your dining 
room to your patio leading you to your fully fenced large private backyard with a storage shed 
and a waterfall fish pond setting the perfect atmosphere. Take the virtual tour, browse through 
the photos, then BOOK your private showing today!

$750,000$750,000

Help Wanted

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

WE ARE HIRING
Woodworking Machinist 

Cabinet Sales & Design 

Cabinet Installer

Cabinet Installer
(Bracebridge Location)

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and 
growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Notice of Public Meeting
Township of Woolwich

Technical Advisory Group (TAG)
Thursday, March 23, 2023
6:30 p.m. Public Meeting

How to Participate: 
You can view the meeting by registering on or before 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 
21, 2023. To register, please contact the Support Specialist at licensing@woolwich.ca 
or 519-669-1647 ext. 6119. Following registration, the Support Specialist will provide 
virtual participation options (i.e. Zoom or toll-free by phone).
Please Note: Written delegations must be submitted a minimum of eight (8) business 
days prior to the Technical Advisory Group meeting date to be included on the agenda. 
For more information, visit the Committees of Council page on www.woolwich.ca. 

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Public Gallery Now Open 
for Council Meetings!

The Township of Woolwich Public Gallery is opening up to the public beginning in March. 
Registration is required to attend a meeting in-person and space is limited. To register 
to sit in the public gallery, call the Council and Committee Facilitator or complete 
the Public Gallery Registration Form by visiting woolwich.ca/council. If you would like 
more information, contact the Council and Committee Facilitator at 519-669-6004 or 
councilmeetings@woolwich.ca

Help wanted 
and word ads 

continued from 
page 15

For Sale
SPRING SALE AT  
HILLCREST HOME 
Baking. 519-669-
1381. March 14 - 25. 
10% off all fabrics; 15% 
off polycottons; 30% 
off remnants. 10% off 
tablecloth, hosiery, 
quilt batts & covering 
material. Selected 
polyesters 50% off; 
selected cottons 
$5.99 - $7.99m. 
Crispers assorted 
$2.50 regular $3.40. 
Betty Crocker cake 
mixes $1.85 regu-
lar $2.80. Realemon 
500ml $2.20; Country 
Natural Weiners $5.95. 
New for 2023 - Now 
carrying Mountain 
Meadow Herbs.

W A L L E N S T E I N 
GENERAL STORE INC. 
519 669 2231. Deliv-
ery Available $4.00 
for minimum $30.00. 
Free if over $200.00 
or wedding or Funeral 
Orders. Regular deliv-
ery Tuesday, Thurs-
day, or Friday. Order 
before 11:00 for same 
day delivery. Monthly 
Specials to end of 
March. Raspberry Jam 
1L $4.99. Kraft Cheese 
whiz 900gm $9.99, 
Kraft Ranch dressing 
$9.00. Nith River Quik 
Oats and Large flake 25 
Kg $34.99. Bag White 
Sugar 20 kg $38.00. 
March Special Chicken 
fingers $3.99lb. Perma-
flo for canning and 
baking $3.79lb. Order 
your Ontario Seeds 
before end of March 
for 10% off.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

Farm 
Services

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
IN 20KG BAGS. CALL 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN 
D E L I V E R E D  B Y 
Einwechter. Mini-
mum 15 ton lots. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
WE BUY COLLECT-
IBLES, COINS, CHINA, 
antiques, partial and 
full estates, old pocket 
watches, tin toys, and 
anything interesting. 
Call Joe 519-889-0178.

WANTED TO RENT. 
RETIRED, PROFES-
sional gentleman look-
ing to rent a house in 
or near Elmira/Guelph. 
No smoking, no pets, 
good income. For June 
1st. Phone/Text.  Kevin 
519-505-3059.

Announce 
it in the 

Observer.
 Order online at: 

observerxtra.com/
order-family-album

Celebrating a  
Birthday? Anniversary?  

Engagement? Graduation?
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Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

THE REGION HAVING 
PUSHED BACK for at 
least four years plans to 
reconstruct Arthur Street 
in downtown Elmira, 
Woolwich is still looking 
to do some revitalization 
work. The bulk of the 
improvements will have to 
wait until the road project 
gets underway, however.

The Elmira BIA, for 
instance, has put on hold 
some of the improvements 
it plans for the core. The 
likes of large planting 
cells, which would nurture 
trees planted along the 
urban strip, will have to 
wait until the road and 
sidewalks are dug up.

Still, there are some 
greening plans in the 
works, notes BIA chair Jon 
Clay, who got an addi-
tional $17,000 in funding 
from the township in this 
year’s budget.

Last year, the Business 
Improvement Area group 
spent more than $30,000 
to augment greenery in 
the core, some $20,000 
more than it would in a 
typical year. 

The township itself is 

continuing preparations 
for when the Region of 
Waterloo moves ahead 
with the Arthur Street 
project. Some $75,000 is 
earmarked in the budget 
for design work, said 
Jared Puppe, Woolwich’s 
director of infrastructure 
services.

“Some of the areas that 
we're looking to revital-
ize are the public spaces. 
As well as doing some 
land valuation for areas 
that we think we would 
like to explore to become 
public spaces, namely 
the parking areas ... the 
Wyatt Street parking lot,” 
he said.

While the latest delay in 
the regional project gives 
the township some time 
for extra planning and 
setting aside money for 
the reconstruction, the 
work needs to get done in 
a timely fashion, Puppe 
noted, pointing to the 
watermain that needs to 
be replaced.

“Maybe there's some 
good takeaway in that it 
gives us a little more time 
to sort of cobble together 
some dollars, because it's 
a pretty significant under-
taking,” he said.

“The tricky part for 
us is going to be if they 
kick that down the road 
far enough ... it leads us 
into needing to look at 
replacing the watermain. 
We were willing to sort of 
forego that, thinking that 
the timing would work 
out and roll the dice, but 
if that gets too far down 
timeline...

“The region is going 

to have to do something. 
They cannot leave that 
pavement condition the 
way it is for any length of 
time.”

Long delayed, the 
Arthur Street reconstruc-
tion plan has been pushed 
back again, though the 
region will move ahead 
with some other work, 
including the second 
phase of the Church Street 

Greening a priority as Arthur Street delays continue

East project.
“If approved, Church 

Street East construction 
would start later this year, 
Arthur Street bridge work 
at Canagagigue Creek 
would be completed in 
2025, and Arthur Street 
reconstruction would 
start in 2027 with an 
expected completion in 
2029,” said Boris Latkovic, 
a senior engineer, design 

and construction, with the 
region.

Woolwich Mayor 
Sandy Shantz, who sits 
on regional council, said 
she’s pushing to bring the 
timeline forward, noting 
the work is long overdue. 
Likewise, the township 
is pushing the region 
to expedite plans for a 
bypass route to prevent 
trucks from passing 
through the downtown.

Revitalization of 
Elmira’s core is particu-
larly reliant on that truck 
bypass, she said.

In the meantime, not 
everything’s on hold. 
Along with greening proj-
ects through the BIA, the 
township and volunteer 
groups, Woolwich is also 
looking at opportunities 
that would see developers 
make use of underused 
land in the core area. 

“What we're looking 
to do is sort of pick the 
pieces that are under our 
purview that really don't 
rely on that reconstruc-
tion project, and then start 
to incrementally bring 
those online,” said Puppe 
of the potential for work 
getting done ahead of the 
regional project.

Region has pushed back reconstruction project again, so township focuses on Elmira core improvements available in the meantime

The region has pushed off plans to reconstruct Arthur Street until at least 2027. Bill Atwood

Want to be less informed?
Let Google and Facebook  
have their way.
Google and Facebook are using their power to scoop up 80% of online revenue 

generated by hardworking journalists and publishers across Canada. Other governments 

are standing up to the web giants and protecting local news in their countries. Parliament 

needs to act on their commitment to protect the future of your local news. Learn more at
News Media Canada
Médias d’Info Canada
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 ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M
In Memoriam

Death Notice

JANTZI, EDWARD DAVID - Peacefully at 
his home in Wellesley with his wife Linda 
at his side, on Monday, March 13, 2023, 
at the age of 71 years.

Karen L. Ellis 
A year ago, you left us mom as the Lord called 
you Home. You taught us all you could, loved 
us unconditionally and made us all so proud. 
You were so brave in your last days.

We still struggle to live without you but each 
day is a new day. The sadness ebbs into 
gratitude for the life and time we had with you.

A year later the family is still so grateful 
for the care provided to us and mom in her 
final days by the following:
• Care Partners Nursing Team
• Guelph Wellington Hospice
• Dreisinger Funeral Home

August 13, 1941–March 16, 2022

We miss you mom! xoxo R, L & D

Brubacher, Orvie M. 
Peacefully on Sunday, March 12, 
2023 at Countryview Retirement 
Residence, Listowel in his 91st year. 
Husband of the late Selina (Martin) 
Brubacher (1997). Survived by sisters-
in-law Mrs. Edna (Martin) Shantz of 
West Montrose, and Matilda Martin; 
brother-in-law Ivan Martin both of 
Wallenstein, and step-sister-in-law 
MaryAnn Bowman of Floradale. 
Predeceased by his parents Simeon 
and Mary (Martin) Brubacher, son 
Oscar (2001), five brothers: Aden, 
Ibra, Elam, Levi, Ishmael, and sister 
Selema. Friends called at Phares 
Bauman’s home, on Tuesday, March 
14, 2023 from 2 - 5 and 6 - 8 p.m. Family 
service was held at the home at 9 a.m. 
on Wednesday, March 15, 2023 then to 
North Woolwich Mennonite Meeting 
House for further service and burial 
in the adjoining cemetery. A special 
thank you to the staff at Countryview 
Retirement Residence for their 
compassion and care of Orvie.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Mlotschek, Amber Nicole
Our amazing, loving and talented 
Amber Nicole has left us too soon.  
With devastation we share the sudden 
passing of Amber on March 7, 2023 
after a courageous battle with brain 
injuries and seizure disorder.  Amber 
offered so much love and support to 
everyone who came into her life; she 
gave the best hugs. She leaves behind 
her beloved Kevin Martin and their 
three sons, Joshua, Connor and Riley, 
her loving parents Richard and Tracy 
Mlotschek, her older brother Jeffrey 
(Amber-Leigh) and nephew Cayden. 
She will be deeply missed by all her 
family and dear friends. Family and 
friends can join us in a Celebration 
of Life on March 17, 2023 from  
4:00 - 7:00 pm at the Graham A. Giddy 
Funeral Home located at 617 King St N, 
Waterloo, ON. A special celebration of 
words and music will be held at 6:30 
pm. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations in Amber’s memory may 
be directed to the Go Fund Me which 
has been set up for the education of 
her sons.

 https://gofund.me/b20454dd

 ❖ www.grahamgiddyfh.com

Obituary

Obituary

KOEBEL, Stephanie
Our beautiful Stephanie Elise, age 36 
of Elmira, passed away on Tuesday, 
March 7, 2023. She will be sadly missed 
by her loving partner of 13 years, Mike 
Pettley. Mike was devoted to Steph and 
her passing will leave a huge void in his 
life. Loved deeply by her mother Dawn 
(Wilken) Koebel, sister & brother-in-
law Shannon & Brad Frey and their 
children Brooklyn & Hudson, all of 
Elmira. Fondly remembered by sister-
in-law & brothers-in-law, Lisa and Tim 
Pettley, Ray Pettley and nephews Seth 
and Logan, all of Kitchener. She will 
eternally be loved by many aunts, 
uncles and cousins. Predeceased by 
her young son Zachary only a month 
ago, her father David Koebel, and 
in-laws George and Florence (Dubé) 
Pettley. Steph cherished her family and 
friends and will leave everyone with a 
heavy heart. She was a very musical 
person; playing piano, taking vocal 
lessons and dancing. Her creative 
mind composed the most beautiful 
poetry, especially in times of sorrow in 
her life. She was a very warmhearted, 
generous, beautiful soul. There wasn’t 
anything she wouldn’t do for others 
and that kindness and compassion 
transferred into her career as well. 
Steph was a graduate of Conestoga 
College and McMaster University 
with a BSc. in Nursing. She was an 
RN at Derbecker’s Heritage House 
in St. Jacobs for over 14 years and 
had been recently promoted to the 
position of Director of Care. She took 
pride in the care she provided for all 
of the residents. Her son Zachary 
was the light of her life but her light 
dimmed with his sudden passing. She 
shared her love and adoration of all 
animals with her son. We take comfort 
in knowing that she is with Zach, 
playing games, singing and dancing; 
smiling from above. She is at peace. 
We understand and you will be forever 
in our hearts and memories. Until we 
meet again. A funeral service will be 
held on Saturday, March 18, 2023 at St. 
James Lutheran Church, 60 Arthur St. 
S., Elmira, at 2 p.m., Pastor Hans Borch 
officiating. A luncheon to follow in the 
fellowship hall at St. James Lutheran 
Church. In memory of Stephanie, 
donations can be directed to Ronald 
McDonald House Charities - South 
Central Ontario, or Kitchener Waterloo 
& Stratford Perth Humane Society, and 
may be made through the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary
 ↆPUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Q U E S T I O N

 EASY

 HARD

Day, Teresa
Teresa Day passed away peacefully 
into the arms of the Lord on Friday, 
March 10, 2023 at People Care LTC at 
the age of 90 years. Loving mother of 
Margaret (Ed) Burrows, Bill (Jerry) 
Day, and Mary Ellen (Chip) Sherrer. 
Survived by brothers John Baessler, 
George (Vietta) Baessler, and sister-
in-law Jean Arbuckle. Remembered 
by grandchildren Michelle (Derek) 
Villemaire, Rob (Corby) Burrows, 
Jayme Sherrer, Stephanie (Matt) 
McLaughlin, Matt Sherrer (Tamara), 
Nicole Day (Mitch), David Day 
(Megan);  great-grandchildren 
Alex Vil lemaire;  Jo s eph and 
Jackson Sherrer; Morgan and Max  
McLaughlin. Teresa will be missed 
by her many nieces and nephews. 
Predeceased by her husband Carl 
Day (1969), son Dennis Day (2011), 
her parents Thomas and Margaret 
Baessler, sisters Anne Gohl and 
Helen Dietrich, brothers-in-law 
Ross Arbuckle, Russel Gohl, Jerome 
Dietrich, and sister-in-law Shirley 
Baessler. Visitation will take place 
on Friday, March 17, 2023 from 4-7 
p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A Catholic 
Funeral Mass will take place at 10 
a.m. on Saturday, March 18, 2023 
at St. Teresa of Avila RC Church, 19 
Flamingo Dr., Elmira. Reception to 
follow. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to St. Mary’s Hospital 
Foundation–Cardiac Care, or the 
Grand River Regional Cancer Centre 
would be appreciated and can be made 
through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Exercise your freedom of expression with 
relevant discourse in your community. observerxtra.com/letters

Write a letter to the editor and 
submit it online today.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. 

Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds

Sell it in the Observer
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here Producers are getting ready to show-
case a new crop of sweet liquid gold 
during the 7th annual Maple Weekend, 
Apr. 1-2. Hosted by the Ontario Maple 
Syrup Producers’ Association (OMSPA), 
it’s a family-friendly event that cele-
brates a new season of maple production. 
www.mapleweekend.ca

The Nith Valley EcoBoosters are hosting 
a webinar on Mar. 21, 7 – 9 p.m. explor-
ing current electric vehicle technology. 
They’ll begin with an update on the current 
state of EV’s offered by Neil Lackey, one 
of the three team members who created 
the material for both the 2021 and the 
2023 webinars. Registration is required.
www.nvecoboosters.com

All things maple An EV webinar

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I have 
a loved one who was re-
ferred for hospice care. I’m 
not sure what this means. 
Can you share more about 
what hospice care is and 
how it may help my family 
member?

ANSWER: Hospice care 
might be an option for 
people who are nearing the 
end of life due to a terminal 
illness and have exhausted 
all other treatment options.

Unlike other medical 
care, the focus of hospice 
care is not to cure the 
underlying disease. The 

How can hospice care provide comfort?

goal is to support the high-
est quality of life possible 
for whatever time remains. 
Enrolling in hospice care 
early can help your loved 
one live better.

Hospice care is provided 
by a team of health care 
professionals who aim to 
maximize comfort for a 
person by reducing pain 
and addressing physical, 
psychological, social 
and spiritual needs. To 

help families, hospice 
care also provides coun-
seling, respite care and 
other support, including 
bereavement services.

Who is eligible for 
hospice care?

Hospice services are 
typically for a person who 
is expected to have six 
months or less to live.

Many people who 
receive hospice care have 
cancer, but hospice care is 
available for patients with 
other serious or advanced 
medical conditions, such 
as heart disease, dementia, 
kidney failure or chronic 

obstructive pulmonary 
disease.

What is the benefit of 
hospice care?

Hospice care decreases 
the burden on family, 
decreases the family's like-
lihood of having a compli-
cated grief and prepares 
family members for their 
loved one's death.

Additionally, since 
many family members 
often serve as the primary 
caregiver for their loved 
one, hospice care can offer 
a break to caregivers by 
allowing a patient to be 
cared for at a facility for 

a period of time. This is 
known as respite care.

Who is involved in 
hospice care?

While many people 
opt to receive hospice 
care at home, it also can 
be available at hospitals, 
nursing homes, assisted 
living facilities and dedi-
cated hospice facilities. 
Typically, hospice staff 
will make regular visits to 
your home or other setting. 
Hospice staff are on call 24 
hours a day, seven days a 
week.

A hospice care team 
typically includes:

 Doctors. A primary 
care doctor and a 
hospice doctor or 
medical director will 
oversee care. Each 
patient can choose 
whether to have their 
existing primary care 
doctor or a hospice 
specialist as their 
main physician.

 Nurses. Nurses are 
an integral part 
of the care team 
and usually are 
responsible for the 
coordination of the 
hospice care team.

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

WITH THE ELMIRA 
MAPLE SYRUP Festival 
fast approaching, Drew 
McGovern and his daugh-
ter Jennie were think-
ing about other things 
they could do to share 
the maple love with the 
community.

The McGoverns 
thought it would be a 
good idea to share the joy 
of pancakes with school 
kids in the neighbour-
hood.

“What kid doesn’t like 
pancakes?” said Drew.

He said that the festival 
committee still had maple 
syrup left over from past 
maple syrup contests, 
where contestants were 
asked to donate a gallon 
of maple syrup to enter 
the competition.

The pancake lunches 
are mainly funded by the 

school councils at each 
school, and Drew says 
the festival committee 
donated three gallons to 
the schools to help them 
provide the pancakes, as 
well as the big grills they 
use to  make pancakes at 
the festival.

Parents and grandpar-
ents of the students will 
be making and serving 
the pancakes along with 
Flapjack, the festival’s 
mascot, who will be on 
hand.

Schools participating 
include Elmira’s River-
side Public School, John 
Mahood and Park Manor. 
Every school kid at these 
schools will receive a 
pancake lunch. 

“Our intention is just 
to make sure every kid in 
Elmira knows about the 
festival on Saturday (April 
1) and to bug their parents 
to go,” Drew said.

Bringing a bit of the 
maple syrup festival 
to local schools

→ SYRUP 24

Drew McGovern and his daughter Jennie with EMSF mascot Flapjack, who will visit some Elmira schools ahead of the festival, bringing 
along pancakes and maple syrup. Leah Gerber

→ MAYO CLINIC 23

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

Good news!!!
Spring is just around the corner!

We highly encourage all our customers to start booking tire 
appointments in advance to avoid the rush.

We want to make sure each one of you is our priority and 
provide the best service possible even in the busiest times!

Book the Appointment That Fits Your Schedule!
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This soup uses 
17 cloves of garlic

There are three qual-
ities you want in a 

weeknight meal: quick, 
simple, and delicious. 
Lucky for you, this creamy 
soup recipe, developed 
for our “Five-Ingredient 
Dinners” cookbook, gives 
you all three.
The secret ingredient here 
is really no secret, as test 
cook Carmen Dongo used 
a whopping 17 cloves of 
garlic! However, cooking 
the garlic three differ-
ent ways mellowed its 
sharpness and practically 
transformed it into three 

different ingredients.
She broiled it, dry-toasted 
it still in its skin, and 
turned it into garlic chips 
to toss with lemon zest 
and chives for garnish. 
Treating the garlic this 
way creates a balanced 
flavor that you’ll love so 
much we’re confident this 
soup recipe will become 
part of your regular dinner 
rotation.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Creamy Chickpea, Broccoli 
Rabe and Garlic Soup

▢ 6 tablespoons 
extra-virgin olive oil, 
divided

▢ 1 pound broccoli 
rabe, trimmed and cut 
into 1-inch lengths

▢ 17 garlic cloves 
(1 minced, 8 sliced, 8 
unpeeled)

▢ 1 teaspoon salt

▢ 1 teaspoon grated 
lemon zest plus 2 table-
spoons juice

▢ 3 tablespoons 
minced fresh chives, 
divided

▢ 2 (15-ounce) cans 
chickpeas, undrained

1. Adjust oven rack 
4 inches from broiler 
element and heat 
broiler. Brush a rimmed 
baking sheet with 1 
tablespoon olive oil.

2. Toss broccoli rabe 
with 2 tablespoons 
oil, minced garlic, 
and 1⁄2 teaspoon salt, 
then spread in an 
even layer over the 
prepared sheet. Broil 
until exposed leaves 
are well browned, 
about 2 minutes. 
Toss to expose 
unbrowned leaves 
then return sheet to 
oven and broil until 
most leaves are well 
browned and stalks 
are crisp-tender, about 
2 minutes; set aside.

3. Heat 3 tablespoons 
of oil and the sliced 
garlic in a large sauce-
pan over medium heat, 
stirring constantly once 
garlic starts to sizzle. 
Cook until garlic is light 
golden, 3 to 5 minutes. 
Using a slotted spoon, 
transfer garlic to a bowl 
and toss with lemon 
zest and 1 teaspoon 

chives. Set aside.

4. Carefully wipe out 
the saucepan. Toast 
unpeeled garlic in the 
now-empty saucepan 
over medium heat until 
skins are beginning 
to brown, about 5 
minutes. Remove from 
saucepan and let cool. 
Peel garlic then return 
to the now-empty 
saucepan along with 
chickpeas and their 
liquid, 2 1⁄2 cups water, 
and 1⁄2 teaspoon salt. 
Bring to a simmer and 
cook over medium-low 
heat until chickpeas 
begin to break down, 
5 to 7 minutes.

5. Working in batches, 
process soup in a 
blender until smooth, 
about 2 minutes. Return 
soup to again-empty 
saucepan, stir in broc-
coli rabe, and adjust 
consistency with extra 
hot water as needed. 
Cook over medium heat 
until warmed through, 
about 2 minutes. Stir 
in remaining chives 
and lemon juice. Serve 
with garlic chips.

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Lent 4 —
Called to the Light

9:30am

Jonathan Brubacher Preaching

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

FRIDAY, MARCH 17
▢ Friday Food at the Elmira Legion. Doors open at 4 
p.m., serving at 5:45 p.m. Menu: BBQ - burgers & hot 
dogs with salad and dessert, $10/plate. Join us in the 
lounge. All welcome.

MONDAY, MARCH 20
▢ Woolwich Gardeners March Speaker at 7 p.m., St. 
James Lutheran Church, Elmira. Speaker Janet Cox 
(John's Nursery and Stone Meadow Farm) "Garden 
Goddess:  Defining Your Personal Garden Style". 
Free-will donation for non-members. Open to the 
public! "Lug a Mug" for refreshments and treats.

TUESDAY, MARCH 21
▢ Tuesday Take-Out Lunch at Gale Presbyterian, 
Elmira. Drive-thru pick-up 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Menu:  ham & scalloped potatoes, vegetable, salad, 
bread, cake. $12/meal. RSVP by March 17 (noon) 
to 519-669-2852 or office@galepresbyterian.com.

FRIDAY, MARCH 24
▢ Friday Food at the Elmira Legion. Doors open at 4 
p.m., serving at 5:45 p.m. Menu: bangers (sausages) 
& mash, veg, roll and dessert, $12/plate. Join us in 
the lounge. All welcome.

SATURDAY, MARCH 25
▢ Are solar panels right for you home? Talk to an 
Engineer, 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the St. Jacobs Fire 
Station. Talk to engineer Scott Cooper of Merlyn 
Power. Learn about: technology update/systems 
options, economics and incentive, ownership expe-
rience, maintenance. Contact Ann Roberts, 519 
514-7027  aroberts@woolwich.ca.

FRIDAY, MARCH 31
▢ Friday Food at the Elmira Legion. Doors open at 4 
p.m., serving at 5:45 p.m. Menu: back bacon on a bun 
with mac & cheese and dessert, $10/plate. Join us in 
the lounge. All welcome.

FRIDAY, APRIL 7
▢ Maryhill Good Friday Fish & Chips Fundraiser from 
12 noon to 7 p.m. at the Maryhill Heritage Community 
Centre. Haddock with fresh cut fries, home made 
coleslaw, tartar, lemon & dessert to finish off. Compli-
mentary coffee & tea. Hot dogs also available.  Other 
refreshments available. Cash only. Dine in-house 
or to order ahead for take out please call 519-648-
2939.  Or to call with questions.

THURSDAY, APRIL 13
▢ Woodside Evergreen for Seniors, 10:30 a.m., at 
Woodside Church, Elmira. "Happy Heart Equals Good 
Medicine" by Pastor Troy Tobey of Bright's Grove.  A 
program of humour, music, inspiration and spiritual 
encouragemnt. Suggested donation $10 includes a 
hot lunch.  Registration required by April 9 at www.
woodsidechurch.ca/evergreen or call 519-669-1296.

SATURDAY, APRIL 15
▢ Talk to an Owner - net zero home walkabout. Exte-
rior home tour with an owner of a Net Zero Home.  
Tours at 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. in  Elmira. Learn about: 
electric car charging, rooftop photovoltaics, solar 
hot water, air source heat pumps, vines for summer 
cooling, trees for shade and protection, driveway 
construction. Registration required at: woolwich.ca/ 
register questions: 519-514-7027.

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordFind-A-Word THEME: COMPOSERSWord of the Week

ACROSS
1. Touch down
5. Bridge support
9. Cell alternative
14. African sheep
15. Canadian Indian
16. Formed by the sea
17. Complain
18. U.S. member 

of the ISO
19. Film units
20. Thrill-seeker's 

activity
23. Lure
24. Service level 

agreement
25. Cries of pain
28. Absorbed, as a loss
29. Girl's name 

meaning "helmet"
33. Isotope of radon
35. "Bragh" preceder
37. Sorcerer or 

deceiver
38. Have a pulse
43. Monetary unit 

of Bangladesh
44. Religious beads
45. Adam-12 costar
48. Astronaut's insignia
49. Butt
52. Short form of 

a phrase
53. Excluding
55. Name meaing 

"Champion"

57. Win big
62. Big name in soup
64. Baseball stats
65. "How sweet ___!"
66. Viola da ___
67. "Eugene Onegin" 

mezzo
68. 'Cane's rival
69. Express displeasure

70. "___ of Eden"
71. Cave, in literature

DOWN
1. Sorority letter
2. Voltaire's real name
3. Shade
4. Australian wild dog
5. Patronymic suffix

6. Franklin or 
Banneker: Abbr.

7. Korean apricot
8. Champagne-

producing city
9. Outcast
10. Have ___ for (crave)
11. Papal ruler in 

two centuries
12. Moray, e.g.

13. ___ feed
21. Observers
22. Pontius ___
26. Real howler
27. Bygone blade
30. 52, in old Rome
31. Factory VIP
32. Co-Nobelist in 

Literature: 1966
34. Big-eyed and 

giving a hoot
35. Ben's portrayer in 

"Star Wars" movies
36. Bones, anatomically
38. Acct. summary
39. Acclaim
40. Neighbor of Texas
41. Alliance created 

in 1948: Abbr.
42. Swiss capital
46. Bag
47. "Baloney!"
49. Hostage holder
50. Panay seaport
51. Prepare
54. Pang
56. Squeezing (out)
58. Nuclear weapon, 

for short
59. Ancient city in 

present-day Syria
60. Sprightly dances
61. Space weapon abbr.
62. Metric wts.
63. ___ King Cole

ACROSS
1. Smarts
7. Capital of Eritrea
8. '60s All-Star 

pitcher Milt
9. Revokes, as 

a legacy
10. German/Polish 

border river

DOWN
1. Heartwood of an 

E. Indian tree
2. Hebrew letter
3. L'Enfant Plaza 

designer
4. Scruffs
5. 1,000 make a kilo
6. Nebraska 

senator Ben

 ABEL
 AHLE
 AURIC
 BAX
 BERG
 BLOCH
 BUUS

 BYRD
 CUI
 DAVID
 FRYE
 FUX
 GOMES
 GROFÉ

 INDY
 IVE
 KEISER
 LEO
 LIGETI
 LOBO
 LONATI

 MAW
 MAYR
 NONO
 ORFF
 PER
 RAFF
 REGIS

 ROTA
 SACHS
 SOR
 SUK
 THOMSON
 TYE
 WARD

 WERT
 WIDOR
 WILLIAMS
 WOLF
 YUN

INGRATIATE 
To gain favour or acceptance by deliberate effort

19

If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

Follow KW Titans

THE AUD   //   400 EAST AVE., KITCHENER
VS

⁕ School Night

SUNDAY MARCH 22 
TIP-OFF AT 7PM

#wearetitans

ticket INFO @ kwtitans.com 

JOIN US 
FOR A PRO 

BASKETBALL 
GAME IN 

KW!
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Maple-Spinach Salad
 ▢ 142g spinach 

leaves

 ▢ 1 red pepper 

 ▢ 1 red onion, sliced

 ▢ 2 oz goat cheese, 
crumbled

 ▢ 1 pkg. sliced 
pecans

 ▢ 1 oz maple syrup

 ▢ Cumin seeds, 
cayenne

 ▢ Coarse salt

Putting maple syrup to  
work in your kitchen

Maple syrup, either 
in its liquid form 

or crystallized, makes a 
tasty substitute for sugar. 
While the health benefits 
of swapping sweeteners is 
debatable, maple products 
do contain trace minerals 
and nutrients not found in 
processed sugar.

The sugar in maple 

syrup is sucrose with 
small amounts of glucose 
and fructose sugar. White 
sugar is sucrose. Because 
it is a less refined sugar, 
maple products contain 

minerals, antioxidants, 
and other compounds that 
have been shown to have 
health advantages in other 
foods.

Here are a couple of 
recipes that illustrate the 
versatility – and tastiness 
– of maple syrup beyond 
the ever-popular smother-
ing of pancakes.

 ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of 
St. Jacobs, which hosts private events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast and lunch 
in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

CHEF   
DUFF  

Recipes from  
the chef's table

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

 � Home health 
aides. Home health 
aides can provide 
extra support with 
routine care, such 
as dressing, bath-
ing and eating.

 � Spiritual counsel-
lors. Chaplains, 
priests, lay ministers 
or other spiritual 
counselors can 
provide spiritual 
care and guidance 
for the entire family.

 � Social workers. 
Social workers 
provide counseling 
and support. They 
also can provide 
referrals to other 
support systems.

 � Pharmacists. Phar-
macists provide 
medication over-
sight and sugges-
tions regarding the 
most effective ways 
to relieve symptoms.

 � Volunteers. Trained 
volunteers offer a 
variety of services, 
including providing 
company or respite 
for caregivers, and 
helping with trans-
portation or other 
practical needs.

 � Other professionals. 
Speech, physical and 
occupational ther-

apists can provide 
therapy, if needed.

 � Bereavement 
counselors. Trained 
bereavement coun-
selors offer support 
and guidance after 
the death of a loved 
one in hospice.

 � Selecting a hospice 
program

Depending upon where 
you live, there may be 
several hospice programs 
available. Speak with 
your care team, including 
doctors, nurses and social 
workers, about their expe-
riences with different 
hospice programs. Also, 
ask friends and your local 
or state office on aging.

Consider the following 
questions when evaluat-
ing a hospice program:

 � Is the hospice 
program certified? 
Is the program 
reviewed and 
licensed by the state 
or certified in some 
other way? Is the 
program accredited?

 � Who makes up the 
hospice care team, 
and how are they 
trained or screened? 
Is the hospice 
medical director 
board-certified in 
hospice and pallia-
tive care medicine?

 � Is the hospice 
program nonprofit 
or for profit?

 � What services are 
offered to a person 
who is terminally 
ill? How are pain 
and other symp-
toms managed?

 � Does the hospice 
program have a 
dedicated pharma-
cist to help adjust 
medications?

 � Is residential 
hospice available?

 � How are hospice 
care services 
provided after-
hours?

 � How long does it 
take to get accepted 
into the hospice 
care program?

 � What services 
are offered to the 
family? Are respite 
services available 
for caregivers? 
Are bereavement 
services available?

Remember, hospice 
stresses care over cure. 
The goal is to provide 
comfort during the final 
months and days of life.

→ FROM 20

MAYO CLINIC: Providing comfort at life’s end

/MTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHSFOR $9.95

RENT SOFT WATER

CULLIGAN.COM
519-744-2248 | 427 GAGE AVE. KITCHENER

INFO@CULLIGANWATER.CA

The goal is to support the highest quality of life possible for whatever time remains.

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm on the fourth Wednesday of every month

in Mount Forest, Ayr, Erin, 
St. Jacobs, and Fergus.

For family and friends of people 
living with Alzheimer’s disease 

and other dementias.

THE SUPPORT GROUP IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO:

•  Connect with other care partners;

•  Enhance your understanding of dementia; and

•  Develop practical strategies for supporting 
   a person living with dementia

CarePartner Support Group

Limited space available. To learn more and register, call:

www.alzheimerww.ca

Ontario Telemedicine Network (OTN)

Kitchener/Waterloo: 
519-742-1422 ext. 2090

Guelph/Wellington:
519-836-7672 ext. 2090

Cambridge:
519-650-1628 ext. 2090

1. Roast pepper, cool, 
peel and slice into strips.

2. Spread nuts on baking 
sheet and toss in syrup 
and spices – toast in 
400°F oven for about 10 
minutes or until cara-
melized – allow to cool.

3. Whisk vinegar 
together with mustard, 
shallots and garlic 
until well combined.

4. Continue whisking 
and add syrup slowly 
followed by oils, season.

5. Arrange leaves 
on a plate.

6. Attractively add 
garnishes and driz-
zle with dressing.

7. Enjoy.

 ▢ 1 shallot, minced

 ▢ 1 clove garlic, 
minced

 ▢ 1 tsp. Dijon

 ▢ 1/2 cup balsamic 
vinegar

 ▢ 3/4 cup maple syrup

 ▢ 3/4 cup veg. oil

 ▢ 3/4 cup olive oil

 ▢ Salt, pepper, 
allspice

Le Pouding Chômeur
 ▢ 2 cups flour

 ▢ 1 cup white sugar

 ▢ Pinch salt, nutmeg, 
lemon zest

 ▢ 1/2  cups milk

 ▢ 1/2  cup unsalted 
butter

 ▢ 1 cup raisins

1. Combine all dry 
ingredients.

2. Combine wet 
ingredients.

3. Mix together, just 

until combined, pour into 
prepared cake pan.

4. Sprinkle with raisins.

5. Combine all sauce 
ingredients together and 

pour over top of batter.

6. Bake at 350°F, 
30-40 minutes.

 ▢ 1 cup hot water

 ▢ 1/2 cup brown sugar

 ▢ 1 cup maple syrup

 ▢ 3 Tbsp. butter

 ▢ 1 Tbsp. cornstarch

 ▢ 1 tsp. vanilla

Sauce:

Dressing:
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1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-SAT 9AM-6PM
SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

5.5” WIDE5.5” WIDE
STEP-BASESTEP-BASE

6” WIDE6” WIDE
SQUARESQUARE

3/7” WIDE3/7” WIDE
COLONIALCOLONIAL

$$119999
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

$$225959
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.99

$$009999
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

AC4 COMMERCIALAC4 COMMERCIAL
LAMINATE LAMINATE 

V-GROOVE EDGESV-GROOVE EDGES

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK

FOREST HILLFOREST HILL
CLICK VINYL CLICK VINYL 

+ PAD ATTACHED+ PAD ATTACHED

$$228989
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

ANTIQUE BIRCHANTIQUE BIRCH
LAMINATE LAMINATE 

WIDE BOARD WIDE BOARD 

$$335959
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK

8” X 8”8” X 8”
PRINTED TILESPRINTED TILES

MONOCHROME  STELLARMONOCHROME  STELLAR

$$333939
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 9.99

IN STOCK

32”X32” INDUSTRIA32”X32” INDUSTRIA
GRAPHITE HDGRAPHITE HD

FLOOR TILESFLOOR TILES

$$559999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 11.99

IN STOCK IN STOCK

COTTAGE GREYCOTTAGE GREY
SPC VINYL SPC VINYL 

+ PAD ATTACHED+ PAD ATTACHED

FROM PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

$$334949
IN STOCK IN STOCK

IN STOCK IN STOCK
WATERWATER
PROOFPROOF

MANY MANY 
STYLESSTYLES

SLATESLATE
LOOK!LOOK!

NEWNEW
ARRIVALARRIVAL

SOLID MAPLESOLID MAPLE
HARDWOOD HARDWOOD 

4-3/4” X 3/4”4-3/4” X 3/4”

  $$559999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 8.99

IN STOCK HOT HOT 
COLOURCOLOUR

HOT HOT 

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

12MM12MM
THICKTHICK

IN STOCK
MATTEMATTE
STYLESTYLE

2” X 2” SOHO WARM2” X 2” SOHO WARM
PORCELAIN PORCELAIN 

GRAY MOSAIC TILEGRAY MOSAIC TILE

$$338787
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 9.99

WHITE & BLACKWHITE & BLACK
PENNY ROUNDPENNY ROUND
GLOSSY BACKSPLASHGLOSSY BACKSPLASH

$$449797
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 9.99

IN STOCK
JUSTJUST

ARRIVEDARRIVED

$446969
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

$$$

ENGINEERED OAKENGINEERED OAK
HARDWOOD HARDWOOD 

6-1/2” X 3/4”6-1/2” X 3/4”

IN STOCK HANDHAND
SCRAPEDSCRAPED

FROM

VINYLVINYL 
MOULDINGSMOULDINGS

100’S OF 100’S OF COLOURSCOLOURS
IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

W W W. S O U R C E F L O O R I N G . C O M

women, there are deeper 
issues at play that may 
lead to many women not 
submitting their work for 
publication.

“We think we’re living 
in a very enlightened 
society, and clearly we are 
not. It’s important that 
women’s voices are heard, 

in theatre, in music, in 
visual arts, in areas where 
you wouldn’t think that 
in theatre there was such 
a disparity between the 
number of men’s work 
produced, compared 
to works [by] women. 
You wouldn’t think that 
because you just assume 
that the arts are so inclu-

sive, and clearly they are 
not. I think it’s partly to do 
with the expectations of 
women versus men.

“I just would hope that 
the community would 
embrace what we’re doing 
in trying to celebrate 
diversity in all its colours 
and beautiful flavours,” 
she added.

→ FROM 14

SHE CREATES: Even in the arts, a noticeable gap exists

He said Elmira has a lot 
of new people now, and 
the council wants to make 
sure everyone knows 
about the festival and is 
included.

“With the Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival returning 
to an in-person event 
for the first time in three 
years, my dad and I 
were discussing ways to 
connect the festival and 
the younger generation 
of our community.  We 
thought about our local 
schools.  We wanted 
students in schools to 
have an opportunity to 
learn about the festival, 
meet Flapjack and enjoy 
some pancakes and maple 
syrup,” said Jennie.

“For those students in 

the community who do 
not have an opportunity 
to go to the festival, it is 
a way of bringing a small 
part of the festival to 
them.”

The pancake lunches 
will take place in the week 
leading up to the EMSF, 
March 27 to 31.

Jennie said more than 
a thousand kids will 
be served pancakes, 
along with school staff  
members. “We are 
planning on making two 
pancakes per student, so 
over 2,000 pancakes will 
be made,” she said.

She estimates they’ll 
use about 15 gallons of 
locally made syrup for the 
lunches, noting parents 
from each school have 
stepped up to help with 

→ FROM 20

SYRUP: Celebrating the return of an in-person festival
the organization.

“We have had a really 
positive response 
from parents, staff and 
students.  We had so many 
restrictions within school 
settings during the past 
few years due to Covid, 
so it is really wonderful 
to have the opportunity 
to gather, as a school, and 
celebrate the arrival of 
spring with some yummy 
pancakes.  It also brings 
an awareness to students 
of the incredible festival 
that is happening within 
their own community in 
the days following.

“The school pancake 
lunch celebrations are 
just one of many ways we 
are working collectively to 
promote the return of the 
[in-person] festival.”

EMSF mascot Flapjack will be visiting schools this month in program launched by Jennie McGovern 
and her father Drew. Leah Gerber

Taking advantage of March Break and an abundance of snow, kids hit the slopes at the Elmira Golf 
Course on Monday. Bill Atwood
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