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March Markdowns! Sale ends April 3

Satisfying your taste for 
tradition, this queen panel 
storage bed sports serene 
sophistication.

Only 
$999

Only 
$1399

Only 
$599

If you’ve got a penchant for 
simple, contemporary beauty, 
this power recliner has your 
name written all over it. 

Only 
$999

Plush and posh, this large 
sectional delights with 
deep comfort. Choose 
your configuration.

A fresh, new take on traditional 
style. This queen panel bed 
meets today’s  design tastes 
with beauty and grace.

Available in Two Colours.

Alternate Colours Alternate Colours

30 BENJAMIN RD WATERLOO, ON30 BENJAMIN RD WATERLOO, ON
519 746 0060519 746 0060

FURNITUREHOUSE.CAFURNITUREHOUSE.CA

30 BENJAMIN RD WATERLOO, ON
519 746 0060

FURNITUREHOUSE.CA

Extended hours:
Monday - Wednesday 10am - 6pm

Thursday 9am - 7PM, Friday  9AM - 6PM
Saturday 9M - 5PM, Sunday 12PM - 5PM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEKOPEN 7 DAYS A WEEKOPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THE WORK BEING DONE BY 
Community Support Connec-
tions (CSC) was in the spotlight 
this month as the Breslau-based 
organization hosted a virtual 
event where local MPP Mike 
Harris was briefed on the work 
supported by a $91,000 grant 
from the Ontario Trillium Foun-
dation (OTF). 

A senior support organization, 
CSC has one goal: helping their 
clients remain in their homes as 
long as possible.

“That’s where they’re health-
iest and they’re happiest. 
And from a healthcare system 
perspective, it’s a lot more 
affordable for us to provide care 
in a person’s home,” explained 
CSC executive director Will 
Pace. 

“As soon as they enter the 
formal health care system, so 
once a person moves into a 
facility or a hospital, the prices 
skyrocket. But if we can actually 
provide care for people in their 
own homes, as they need it, 
when and how they need it, then 
not only is it better for them, 
but it’s better for the healthcare 
system, because it’s a much 
more affordable way to actually 
keep them happy and healthy.”

Although the organization 
has some major services that 

Seniors’ support 
group benefits 
from funding

→ SUPPORT 5Will Pace is the executive director of Community Support Connections in Breslau. Bill Atwood

provide support, such as their 
meals program, they also have 
smaller programs that make an 
important impact in the lives of 
their clients, Pace noted.

“We have a home health 
program so it’s homemaking, 
snow-shovelling,  little things 
that again, as you get older, 
there may be one thing you’re 
not able to do. And that could be 
why a person says, ‘Well, I have 
to leave my own home and go 
enter a facility of some kind.’ So 
at the end of the day, it’s just all 
about letting our clients live in 
their own homes with indepen-
dence and dignity.”

The virtual event March 
10 put the spotlight on the 
provincial grant that helped 
the organization provide free 
exercise classes across the 
region, as well as fall prevention 
information sessions. The funds 
also facilitate the opportunity to 
offer eight exercise class options 
throughout the week, serving 
more than 500 clients.

“Community Support 
Connections helps their resi-
dents live independently and 
with dignity, and it is important 
that they will be able to continue 
their work with the support of 
our government,” said Harris in 
a release.

Community Support Connec-
tions serves around 5,000 



2  |  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S THE OBSERVER | Thursday, March 23, 2023

TWIN MATTRESS $699
DOUBLE MATTRESS $749
KING MATTRESS $999

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$799

WHITNEYWHITNEY
2-SIDED2-SIDED
EUROTOPEUROTOP
• Flippable Mattress!
• 1166 Pocket Coils
• Viscose Foam Layer
• 2” High Density Foam
• Double Fibre Pad/Lumbar Support

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$299
TWIN MATTRESS $249
DOUBLE MATTRESS $279
KING MATTRESS $499

ADELINE 
EUROTOP

416-13 gauge spring coil system
Organic Bamboo Cover

Heavy duty fibre pad/lumbar support

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE...SLEEP-EZZZ.COM

REFLEXION ADJUSTABLE 

POWER BASES
CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
ONE FOR YOUR NEEDS

REFLEXION PULSE
•HEAD & FOOT LIFT COMFORT
•USB PORTS

CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
ONE FOR YOUR NEEDS

REFLEXION PULSE
•HEAD & FOOT LIFT COMFORT

LIFT BASES 
FROM

ALEXIS
POCKET COIL
816 Zoned Pocket Coils 
with Gel Memory Foam
plus Memory Foam

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

SAVE 
$700

$899
FROM

$899899899$$899899

LISA 
PILLOWTOP
POCKET COIL
816 Zoned Pocket Coils 
with Gel Memory Foam
plus Memory Foam 
plus Latex

SAVE 
$800

TWIN
MATTRESS

$129
CASH & CARRY ONLY

WATERLOO
354 KING ST. N.,
519-746-5056

ON KING, SOUTH OF COLUMBIA 
IN THE AYRES BULK FOOD BUILDING

MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, CLOSED SUNDAYS

KITCHENER
844 COURTLAND AVE., EAST

519-579-7778
AT THE EXPRESSWAY BESIDE 

JAMIESON TRUCK RENTAL
MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, SUN 12-5

CAMBRIDGE
415 HESPELER RD.

519-624-2495
CORNER OF HESPELER & BISHOP

-ACROSS FROM MCDONALDS
MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, SUN 12-5

C
O
U
P
O
N

PLUS

$200 OFF
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

ANY
TEMPUR-PEDIC 

MATTRESS
PLUS

NO TAX

GARNET
POCKET COIL
• Comfort Pocket Coils
• Bamboo Cover
• Insulator Pad
• 11/2” Bio Comfort Foam
• 1/2” Bio Trizone Visco

     QUEEN 
       MATTRESS

   $599

SAVE 
$600

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

     QUEEN 
       MATTRESS

      $$699699

     QUEEN      QUEEN 
       MATTRESS       MATTRESS

      $$799799

TRI-ZONE
POCKET-COIL

TRI-ZONE
POCKET-COIL

FOAM 
ENCASED

VISCO
MEMORY 

FOAM

VISCO
MEMORY 

FOAM

BROOKLYN 
EUROTOP
• 416-13 gauge spring 

coil system 
• Organic Cotton Cover
• Heavy duty fibre pad 

with lumbar support

CHARLOTTE 
PILLOWTOP
• 600-13 gauge spring coils 
• Bamboo Fabric Heavy duty 

fibre pad with lumbar support 
• Edge Guard

TWIN MATTRESS $329
DOUBLE MATTRESS $369
KING MATTRESS $599

TWIN MATTRESS $399
DOUBLE MATTRESS $479
KING MATTRESS $699

TWIN MATTRESS $499
DOUBLE MATTRESS $549
KING MATTRESS $799

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$399
  QUEEN MATTRESS

$499
  QUEEN MATTRESS

$599

MEAGAN
POCKET COIL
• 972 Tri-zone Pocket Coils
• Parameter Foam Support
• Extra Lumbar Support
• Bio-Foam, Eco-Friendly
• Bamboo Fabric

THE RENAISSANCE 
LUXURY FIRM 
• 1200 Zoned Comfort Pockets
• Gel Quilt Foam Layer
• An Extra Layer of BioFoam
• Ice Viscogel Added Layer

TWIN SET $799DOUBLE SET $899KING SET $1499

QUEEN MATTRESS& BOXSPRING!
ONLY$999

PLUS PLUS FREE EXPRESS DELIVERY

TWIN MATTRESS $599
DOUBLE MATTRESS $699
KING MATTRESS   $1299

QUEEN MATTRESS

$799

ENHANCE
TIGHT TOP
• 1” AirCool Foam
• 1/2” Gel Memory Foam
• 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam

TWIN MATTRESS $899
DOUBLE MATTRESS $999
KING MATTRESS   $1599

QUEEN MATTRESS

$1099

COASTAL
PILLOWTOP 
PLUSH
• 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam
• 1/2” Gel Memory Foam
• 2” BeautyTech Gel Foam

TWIN MATTRESS $1299
DOUBLE MATTRESS $1399
KING MATTRESS   $1999

QUEEN MATTRESS

$1499

EXISTANCE
EXTRA FIRM
• 1” RightTemp Wave Foam
• 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam
• 1/2” Beautyrest Gel Foam
• 1” BeautyTech Gel Foam

FREE EXPRESS DELIVERY
1” RightTemp Wave Foam
1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam
1/2” Beautyrest Gel Foam

1299
1399
1999

QUEEN MATTRESS

1499
1/2” Beautyrest Gel Foam
1” BeautyTech Gel Foam

MASSIVE WAREHOUSEMASSIVE WAREHOUSE
OVERSTOCK SALE!
MASSIVE WAREHOUSE
OVERSTOCK SALE!

ADELINE 

NO TAXNO TAXEVERY MATTRESS EVERY MATTRESS 
STOREWIDESTOREWIDE
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three The Waterloo Regional Police community 
office remains at the Wellesley arena, as 
township council this week approved the 
extension of the current lease until Mar. 31, 
2024. The satellite office has been in place 
since 2018, and is likely to move to the new 
rec. facility when it opens.

Wellesley is looking for residents to help 
prioritize future recreational uses, hold-
ing a public forum Mar. 23. Council last 
fall approved the purchase of 40 acres 
of land at the intersection of Queen’s 
Bush and Hutchison roads based on 
recommendations from the 2014 recre-
ation and culture master plan process.
From the Mar. 23, 2017 edition of The Observer

Policing Wellesley From the archives

ELMIRA DENTURE CLINIC
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira  519-669-1535

More than 150 residents from across Wellesley Township gathered for a town hall meeting Mar. 16 in St. Clements organized by the 
volunteer group Wellesley Township Concerned Citizens.  Leah Gerber

Kiwanis House site in Elmira to become affordable-housing project
Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

THE FORMER KIWANIS 
HOUSE PROPERTY in 
Elmira is now earmarked 
for an affordable-housing 
project, with the township 
turning the space over to 
a charitable organization 
planning to build 24 back-
to-back townhouses.

Elmira-based Beyond 
Housing (formerly 

MennoHomes) submitted 
the sole proposal for the 
site, which Woolwich last 
year declared as surplus in 
order to develop affordable 
housing, director of devel-
opment services Deanne 
Friess said.

Under a plan approved 
this week by council, 
Beyond Homes will build 
the two-bedroom units, 
renting three quarters of 
them at rates below 80 per 

cent of the mid-market 
rent, meaning more of 
the units will be deemed 
affordable than the town-
ship’s target of 50 per cent.

Rents will range from 
$550 to $900 per month.

The property will be sold 
to the non-profit group 
for about $30,000, offset-
ting the township’s costs 
for legal, surveying and 
completion of the ‘record 

Wellesley residents air their 
concerns at town hall meeting

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

PUBLIC CONCERNS 
OVER COUNCIL’S 
BUDGET decisions 
continue to grow, as 
witnessed by the crowd of 
more than 150 people who 
last week attended a town 
hall event.

Organized by the Welles-
ley Township Concerned 
Citizens group, the meet-
ing March 16 drew people 
from all over the town-
ship to the St. Clements 
Community Centre.

The meeting was held 
to give people a forum to 
ask questions they have 
about the 2023 Wellesley 

Township budget and 
other topics. While council 
members were invited, all 
opted to pass on attend-
ing.

The group had gathered 
questions ahead of time. 
Volunteer John Rose led 
the meeting. Rose went 
through the questions 
and gave the answers the 

group had been able to 
find. There were questions 
they did not have answers 
to. Still, concerns lingered 
over a 14 per cent tax hike, 
more than half of which is 
related to a new recreation 
facility.

Rose acknowledged the 
budget is closed and the 

→ WELLESLEY 4

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

DESPITE THE ARRIVAL 
OF SPRING this week, 
Waterloo Region residents 
shouldn’t put away their 
snow shovels and winter 
tires just yet, Environment 
Canada advises.

“It looks like overall 
we’re expected to have a 
little bit more precipita-
tion than usual to finish 
off March and for the first 
part of April,” said mete-
orologist Geoff Coulson, 
noting that temperatures 
will also be a little cooler 
than normal for the end of 
the month into the begin-
ning of the next one.

“That may also mean 
more possibility of mixed 
precipitation of rain and 
snow to finish off March 
and maybe even into the 
first part of April.” 

Overall the amount 
of snow the region saw 
during winter was below 
average, explained Coul-
son. 

“It was actually below 
average by a fair amount 
until this month where 
we actually got a lot 
more snow than usual for 

March, and the month 
isn’t over yet. And we’ve 
already reported about 
40 centimetres in the 
area and the long term 
average snowfall for the 
whole month of March is 
20 centimetres. So we’re 
double that long term 
average with still over 
a week to go for the end 
of the month in terms 
of totals for the whole 
winter. The area reported 
122 centimetres of snow, 
and normal snowfall for 
a whole winter is 134.4 
centimetres.”

However, residents will 
not have to wait long to 
enjoy spring tempera-
tures.

“I think it’s a pretty 
standard spring…we know 
the days are getting longer 
the sun is getting stronger 
and has a lot of potential 
for temperature variabil-
ity at this time of year so 
you can be relatively cool 
one day and yet much 
warmer on another day. 
Our warmest day of the 
next week or so looks to 
be Thursday where we’re 
going to get up to a mild 
high of 13, but along with 

Typical spring weather 
ahead, Environment 
Canada predicts

→ WEATHER 5

A 24-unit townhouse project is slated for the site at 28 South. St. W. in Elmira. → HOUSING 5
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$4.69

MARINATED 
CHICKEN BREAST 

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$5.75 /lbPIZZA LOAF

$6.99 /lb
Reg.$8.99/lb

/lb

DELI-SLICED 

MAPLE CHIPOTLE 
AND SOUVLAKI 

CAFÉ HOURS: Tuesday-Saturday 8am-4pm

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

March 22-25
Meat Loaf or Turkey & Dressing

includes: coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

A FORMER SALVAGE 
YARD IN the south end 
of St. Jacobs will be 
transformed into a small 
residential subdivision 
featuring 12 semi-de-
tached homes.

The necessary zone 
change needed for the site 
at 1065 Old Scout Pl. was 
approved by Woolwich 
councillors meeting Tues-
day night. 

The one-acre site had 
been zoned agricultural 
and is now designated 
‘mixed high density with 
design guidelines’ (R-5A). 
The project was also allo-
cated municipal-servicing 
capacity for 39 residents.

Where property owner 
Old Scout Limited had 
originally sought to build 
townhouses on the site, 
concerns over water 
services and other costs 
eventually prompted the 
switch to semis, township 

Small residential 
development approved 
for St. Jacobs

planner David Gundrum 
explained.

Old Scout Limited also 
sought a number of modi-
fications to the township’s 
guidelines for develop-
ment, including a reduced 
lot width.

In developing the 
property, the owner will 
turn over a 3.3-metre strip 
along Old Scout Place to 
allow for the widening of 
the road.

Reviewing Gundrum’s 
report, Coun. Bonnie 
Bryant asked about plans 
to register on title for each 
of the lots a warning about 
“the potential for obnox-
ious odour.”

Gundrum noted that 
the clause was a catch-all 
given the site’s proximity 
to farmland.

“This development 
is right at the southern 
boundary of St. Jacobs. 
Right across the road are 
agriculturally zoned lands, 
active farm operations,” he 
explained.

recreation centre project 
is solidified. “I think what 
we’re trying to say is we 
don’t want these things, 
without our engagement, 
to happen again. I’m so 
impressed by all of you 
showing up, and hopefully 
you’ll tell your neighbours 
and the next time we do 
this, that we’ll have twice 
as many people here.”

After Rose finished 
with the pre-submitted 
questions,  he opened the 
floor for other questions 
and comments. People 
put up their hands, waited 
for Rose to call on them, 
and then said what they 
needed to say. The event 
started at 7p.m. and 
finished by about 8:30 
p.m.

Amanda Udell of Welles-
ley village was one of those 
who attended. She and 
her husband are raising 
their two children, ages 
four and one. “So these 
decisions, especially for 
our demographic, cumu-
latively will start to add up 
over time and potentially 
make Wellesley an unaf-
fordable place to live, and 
drive a decision point for 
us as to whether we would 
like to keep our family in 
Wellesley and can afford to 
do so,” she said.

Udell praised the town 
hall format.

“I think it was wonder-
ful. I felt, literally, the only 
thing missing was some 
council presence to see 
and hear firsthand how 
passionate people are 
about making this a great 
place to live and being able 
to stick around and afford 
it.”

Udell says she supports 
the recreation centre, 
since her family will 
benefit from it, but she is 
worried about potential 
financial mismanagement 
of it.

“We can make sure 
that we are making the 
right decision so that we 
can have nice things that 
drive attractiveness to 
the community, but they 

aren’t making it so expen-
sive that nobody wants to 
live here,” she said.

Darleen Bechthold and 
Jody Draves, both of St. 
Clements, also took part.

Bechthold said she 
attended the meeting, 
“because I would like 
council to be more aware 
that we are watching them 
and we are not happy with 
what they’re doing.”

Draves agreed, and 
said another reason she 
attended was to hear what 
other people’s concerns 
were and to learn about 
other things she needs to 
be aware of.

“Everybody was calm. 
No hotheads, no yelling 
and screaming,” she said, 
noting “more gets accom-
plished that way.”

“It’s time, too, we all 
become more involved 
with what’s going on,” said 
Bechthold, who spoke 
about the difficulty people 
in younger generations are 
having buying a home in 
the area and being able to 
afford the mortgage and 
taxes on it.

Maynard Dietrich, also 
of St. Clements, said he 
attended “to find out what 
we can do to get our taxes 
down.

“There’s so much infor-
mation coming out now 
that we didn’t even know 
about, so I just want to find 
out what’s going on.”

Nate and Beth Lealess 
of Wellesley village said 
they attended the meeting 
because “we have seri-

ous concerns about our 
township’s spending. The 
recent 13.9 percent tax 
increase has set a danger-
ous precedent for future 
double-digit tax increases. 
The way the public was 
informed about the tax 
increase was mislead-
ing. Based on township 
releases, we were expect-
ing a 6.2 per cent tax 
increase.”

As far back as 2019, 
they emailed the mayor 
and council about their 
concerns the town-
ship couldn’t afford a 
new recreation facility. 
Now they are primar-
ily concerned with the 
increased administration 
budget outstripping the 
population growth, the 
unknowns around how 
much the operating costs 
for the recreation centre 
will be, and the impact of 
the large tax increase on 
seniors.

Udell says she is person-
ally driven to get more 
families and people in her 
demographic engaged in 
the public process. She 
noted attending meet-
ings early in the evening 
around dinner time is 
difficult for families to 
manage.

“So it’s a sacrifice, right? 
You have one parent doing 
dinner and bedtime, so 
that one can show up 
and educate themselves 
and show concern for the 
community. You don’t 
have to change council 
meeting times for us, but 

the seven o’clock hour 
was way easier for us to 
manage, yet nobody from 
council was there to hear 
us,” said Udell.

“We love our block and 
our neighbours and our 
little community, and we 
would be sad to have to 
leave. Right now, we’re 
talking about maybe 
going down to one car. 
Not necessarily because of 
the tax increase, but I feel 
like these are everyone’s 
dinner table conversa-
tions,” she said.  “And 
when people are having 
that kind of a meaningful, 
material conversation and 
then turn around and find 
out our taxes are going up 
that much. It’s like you’re 
trying your best and then 
you get slapped with 
something like that, and 
you’re back to square one 
almost,” she said.

“We’ll make-do, but I 
know that there are others 
out there who will struggle 
a lot more than we will, 
so it’s important for other 
voices to be heard.”

Rose shared some of 
the possible next steps 
the group is considering, 
but primarily encouraged 
residents to stay involved 
in their local politics.

“We’ve got to keep on 
them. We’ve got to keep 
on the agendas, we have to 
watch every issue, we have 
to show up in droves at 
council meetings, we have 
to send our councillors 
emails and letters. And we 
have to talk to them when 
we see them walking their 
dog,” he said.

“And in fact, the gentle-
man here was saying 
earlier about ‘What do 
we do? This is crazy, the 
debts are getting out of 
control,’ and all the rest of 
it. Well the first thing you 
do is you show up to these 
things. The second thing 
is you show up on election 
day. And the third thing 
is you educate yourself 
before you show up on 
election day, and you 
don’t buy charisma over 
substance.” 

Residents heard plenty of points to cheer about at last week’s town hall meeting. Leah Gerber

WELLESLEY: Residents urged to remain vigilant when it comes to local politics
→ FROM 3

The residents’ meeting was led by volunteer John Rose, who had 
a list of pre-submitted questions. 
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Wellesley councillors hear another 
pitch for sidewalk snow clearing

Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

EVEN AS THE TRACES 
OF a particularly snowy 
March start to fade away, 
Wellesley residents are 
still raising concerns about 
snow removal from side-
walks in the township.

The issue was front and 
center as Wellesley coun-
cillors met Tuesday night. 

Heidelberg resident 
Randy Schafer noted the 
issue started when the 
township put sidewalks 
along his street. Schafer 
claimed he was told that 
the sidewalks were for the 
betterment of the commu-
nity, however he questions 
why the subdivisions 
behind his home do not 
have sidewalks if that is the 
township’s goal.

With the sidewalks 
in place, residents are 
compelled to clear them, 
a situation made worse 
by the way crews clear the 
roads, he said.

“The region dumps 
slush and chunks of ice 
onto the sidewalk ... and 

the residents shouldn’t 
have to shovel that kind of 
stuff – nature didn’t put it 
there, the region, the town-
ship put it there; therefore 
they should be removing 
it. I walk with a walker 
because of a motorcycle 
accident,” he told council.

He is looking for the 
township to hire a contrac-
tor to do the removal from 
the sidewalks, as Woolwich 
Township does for all the 
sidewalks in Elmira.

“If a contractor was the 
one who removed snow, 
it will be done in a timely 
and uniform way,” he said, 
adding residents shouldn’t 
be required to hire some-
one to remove the snow.

“Sidewalks are part of 
the infrastructure, as are 
streetlights. Residents are 
not responsible for chang-
ing the light bulbs and the 
streetlights in front of their 
house, so how come we 
have to maintain the side-
walks?” he asked council.

Another resident, 
Wendy Schickler, said that 
she lived in her home for 22 
for years “peacefully and 

without incident,” until 
sidewalks were installed 
two years ago.

Schickler explained 
that she used to be able to 
shovel to the curb to allow 
for parking on her prop-
erty, however that is no 
longer possible.  

“We found suddenly, 
without too much notice, 
that a sidewalk would be 
installed regardless of the 
feelings of the long-time 
homeowners who were 
greatly affected by such an 
intrusion,” she said.

Schickler claimed 
there was a threat of a tax 
increase if snow is not 
removed from the sidewalk 
in front of her home.

“I had somebody tell 
me to do it or move. Move 
where? Any suggestions?”

Like Schafer, Schickler 
also claimed that snow 
plows actually dump  snow 
on the sidewalk.

In response, council 
instructed staff to revisit a 
March 2022 report on the 
cost of additional snow 
removal. 

According to that report, 

the township owns approx-
imately 27 kilometres of 
municipal sidewalk and 2.5 
km of multi-purpose trails 
along roadways. Some 11 
kilometres of sidewalk is 
on right of ways owned by 
the region.

Clearing the sidewalks 
would require an initial 
cost of $200,000 for 
equipment and $150,000 
a year for full township 
maintenance, while cover-
ing just Wellesley village 
would require the same 
start-up costs, the yearly 
price would be cheaper at 
$115,000.

For contractors to clear 
the snow there would be no 
initial start-up costs, but 
the yearly budget would 
be $180,000 for the entire 
township and $90,000 for 
just the village. Costs for 
any plan would be covered 
through taxes.

Director of public works 
Chris Cook noted those 
figures may have changed 
since last year, with 
the possibility of more 
changes between now and 
the next budget year. Give us 

your mess, 
we’ll take 

care of 
the rest!

For more information 
or to book your bin:

zbinrentals.com    
519-340-4489 

Serving: 
Kitchener, Waterloo, 
Cambridge, Guelph 
& Surrounding areas

Residential, 
Commercial, Farm 

7, 10, 14, 16,
 20, 40 yard bins 

available

that mild air will also be 
coming clouds and some 
showers,” he said.

For farmers, there is 
nothing to suggest there 
could be any significant 
consequences, Coulson 
said, noting longer-term 
forecasts are harder to 
predict. 

“[For] each crop, there’s 
different dependen-
cies on the amount of 
moisture and sunshine 
they require. … They’re 
reliant on weather, and 
that’s something that 
we can forecast better in 
the shorter timeframe – 
seven or eight days into 
the future. Certainly, 
that’s something that the 

agricultural community 
is quite familiar with,” he 
said.

Coulson has good news 
for those hoping for a 
precipitation-free day on 
April 1 when the Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival 
returns for its first full 
event since 2019.

“We can even see a day 
like today [March 20]. Five 
degrees, lots of sunshine, 
the more seasonal type of 
day, but we will definitely 
see days like that in the 
next week and a half with 
sunshine and tempera-
tures around seasonal 
value. So there is still 
a good chance that the 
weather could be amena-
ble on the day.”

clients per year in Kitch-
ener, Waterloo, Cambridge 
and North Dumfries. 
While the charity is one of 
many support organiza-
tions in the region, Pace 
said it is not a competition 
for clients.

“We work very closely  
with other partners who 
provide different services 
like the Alzheimer’s 
Society, or family health 
teams, and then there 
are other agencies that 
do our work, but do it out 
in a different area. What 
we find is that if  we work 
with someone like the 
Alzheimer’s Society, we’re 
working with many of the 
same clients.”

The OTF grant also 
helped the organization 
to continue the virtual 
exercise program that 
they started during the 
pandemic.

“As the pandemic 
started to subside, and 
we started to open up 
again, we realized that 
we had enough funding 
to do in-person classes or 
to do the virtual classes, 
but not to do both. So we 
applied to the Trillium 
Foundation, and the idea 
being that they would give 
us transitional fund-
ing for a year so that we 
could actually keep the 
virtual exercise programs 
running while we started 
up the in-person classes 

SUPPORT: Breslau agency works with other groups 
offering services to a growing seniors population

→ FROM 1

WEATHER: A return to seasonable
→ FROM 3

of site.’
Councillors meeting 

Tuesday night approved 
the necessary zoning 
changes to permit 
multi-residential use of 
the property at 28 South 
St. W. The development 
there will require some 
noise mitigation at the 
neighbouring Woolwich 
Memorial Centre and 
Lions Hall, principally 
related to heating and 
cooling units. That would 
reduce noise reaching the 
property to an acceptable 
level for residential devel-
opment.

The site’s long been 
home to a non-unoccupied 
single-detached dwelling 
that served as the Kiwanis 
House, an accessory shed, 
a community garden and 
approximately half of an 
existing parking lot (28 
spaces) adjacent to the 
Lion’s Hall building.

The township also 
approved a reduction in 
the number of parking 
spots, to one per unit 
instead of the 1.25 or 1.5 
that would normally be 
considered.

The loss of some parking 
spots used for Lions Hall or 
the WMC will be adjusted 
on the west side of the hall.

The agreement with 
Beyond Housing runs for 
30 years.

HOUSING: The 
key is affordable

→ FROM 3

again, because what we 
really didn’t want to do 
was have to pull that off of 
that program away from 
people having already 
offered it to them,” Pace 
said.

While some seniors 
might resist receiving 
support, Community 
Support Connections is 
there to help them be as 
independent as possible, 
he added.

“We actually are their 
best friend in that sense 
because, as long as we’re 
working with them say 
with meals and exercise 
and homemaking and 
transportation, then they 
don’t have to leave their 
own home,” he said.

Paula Ross, kitchen manager and chef 
at Community Support Connections, 
and executive director Will Pace. 
Bill Atwood

Spring is in the air, in keeping with what the calendar is now telling 
us about the time of year. Bill Atwood
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IT was still the first period of the first game in 
Team Canada’s three-game series against the 
United States when the punches started flying. 

It wasn’t a full fight, but Tyler McGregor was there to 
make a statement. 

“We’ve been on the wrong side of many of the games 
and in tournaments against them in recent past,” said 
McGregor, who has played forward for Canada’s para 
hockey team for the last 10 years and was named captain 
in 2019. McGregor received a roughing minor, as did US 
players Declan Farmer and Jack Wallace.

“They have a great team and lots of respect for them. 
For myself what was going through my mind is just trying 
to kind of send a message that they’re not going to come 
and walk over us anymore. Our team’s here to compete 
and try to win,” McGregor added.

He’s not wrong about the USA team getting the better of 
the Canadians. Canada last won gold at the Paralympics 
in 2006 (when it was then known as sledge hockey), while 
the Americans have claimed the last four Paralympic 
titles. At the world championship, which has happened 
11 times since 1996, Canada last took the top spot in 2017, 
with their rivals winning the last two (2019 and 2021), 
both hosted by Ostrova, Czechia.

The intensity of the rivalry is nothing new to defen-
seman Rob Armstrong, who has been on the team since 
2016, winning the worlds in 2017 and Paralympic silver in 
2018 and 2022.

“It’s all respect off the ice. On the ice, things can get 
heated but I think we’re just two competitive teams who 
respect the game of hockey and respect pushing that 
game of sledge hockey to its absolute limits. It’s always 
been USA-Canada one-two. It’s flipped a couple of times, 
but it’s always been that battle and rivalry, so those games 
can get heated. They’re faster, competitive, and that’s just 
something you expect going into those games,” he said.

With the next world championships set for Finland in 
May, both teams were in Elmira last week for a six-day 
training camp and the three-game tune-up series. Canada 
is in a transition phase as 2006 gold medalist Greg West-
lake retired after last year’s Beijing Paralympics follow-
ing 19 years with the team, while Billy Bridges, another 
member of that squad, was not on the roster in Elmira.

PLAYING FOR THE LOVE 
OF HOCKEY ... AND COUNTRY

“ WE’RE ON A 
JOURNEY TO 
BECOME TEAM 
CANADA”

by  BILL ATWOOD

“We’re on a journey to become Team Canada,” said 
coach Russ Herrington.

“We’re really trying to maintain our focus within a 
comparison just internally right now. US is the best 
team in the world so it’s hard to use them all the time as 
a measuring stick because that’s a tough thing to live up 
to. But I think our guys are feeling well about the level of 
compete that we’re bringing every night and how tough 
it is to play against us right now,” said Herrington. 

After spending seven seasons as an assistant, 
Herrington was named coach last August, taking over for 
Ken Babey, who left to coach team Norway.

“We still have a few months of preparation. We have a 
great young team who has lots of energy, who cares a lot 
about their investment into our team and our prepara-
tion and cares a lot about each other as well.”

The series was a bit of a homecoming for two team 
members; Armstrong is from Erin, while forward Corbyn 
Smith hails from Monkton. 

“Being on a national team, we’re very grateful to travel 
the world and compete against countries all over the 
world. Hockey and Canada, they just go together. Being 
so close to home, having friends and family to not just 
see you play for the first time but to watch you play in 
person for the first time, it’s a special opportunity,” said 
Armstrong.

Smith spoke to The Observer after the first game on 
Wednesday night, where his number 9 jersey was being 
sported by a large contingent of fans.  

“The team kind of jokes around about it a little bit, and 
they call them the Smitty Committee. So I’m definitely 
not unfamiliar with having fans in the stands, that’s for 
sure. But in terms of playing so close to home, I think it’s 
awesome. I do get a lot of people that come out and travel 
a lot, but at the same time there’s a lot of people from 
back at home that maybe can’t travel…as far to come 
watch, so it’s awesome to play 40 minutes from home 
where we can pretty much get the majority of everybody 
out to come support us,” he said of the friends and family 
in attendance at the WMC.

Smith scored Canada’s lone goal in the third game on 
Saturday.

McGregor, Armstrong and Smith all took slightly 
different paths to Team Canada. At age six, Smith was 
diagnosed with neuroblastoma in his spine, which 
pinched nerves in his right leg, making it shorter and 
weaker than his left. Armstrong also lost mobility as a 
kid due to a spinal virus that damaged muscles in both 
his legs. His left one never fully healed.

Playing standup hockey, McGregor broke his leg in a 
game at 15, and four months into the recovery process 
doctors discovered he had spindle cell sarcoma, a rare 
form of bone cancer. After a few weeks of chemotherapy, 
he was told that he required an above-the-knee amputa-
tion to save his life. 

Team Canada’s para hockey athletes take part in a training camp in Elmira, exhibition play against US rivals

The Americans won all three games by scores of 1-0, 
9-3, and 2-1. The first was an overtime victory, while 
the final match-up saw the game-winner come from 
the stick of Wallace (assisted by Josh Pauls) with 1.6 
seconds left on the clock. Despite the losses, McGregor, 
who potted two power-play goals in game two, had a 
positive outlook on the week.

“I thought we had a lot of growth. I thought we played 
really well in two of three games. And obviously both of 
those one-goal games had tough losses. Outside of that, 
obviously game two definitely wasn’t our best perfor-
mance, but I think one of the things that we talked 
about as a team throughout the week was that regard-
less of what happens, we don’t view it as failure, we just 
view it as feedback,” he said.

He added that the team is looking really good for 
May and has shown a lot of growth since the start of 
the season.

“ IT’S ALL  
RESPECT OFF 
THE ICE. ON THE 
ICE THINGS CAN  
GET HEATED”

Defenseman Rob Armstrong of Erin during a practice 
session on the ice at the WMC. Bill Atwood
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“My initial reaction was just devastation. It was one 
of heartbreak and sadness, and right away you start 
asking all the questions you shouldn’t: ‘Why is this 
happening to me,’ etc, etc. I was just feeling almost 
defeated for a little while, and it was challenging. That 
certainly wasn’t an everyday thing. I had a lot of good 
people around me to still be grateful for, but there were 
definitely some days for sure, the day that I found out 
but also many days that followed that were really diffi-
cult to deal with,” McGregor explained.

At 29, McGregor has lived nearly half his life as an 
amputee and is “completely grateful in a weird way” for 
what happened. 

“I don’t know if, as an able-bodied athlete, I would 
have ever had the chance to play for Team Canada and 
to have the experiences that I’ve had.”

For the two-time world champion (2013, 2017) and 
three-time Paralympic medalist wearing the maple leaf 
is one of the highest honours of his life. 

“I often think about just how grateful I am to have 
grown up in Canada, to still call it home and be 
surrounded by really respectful, kind, generous people 
and live in a democratic society. I’m extremely grateful 
to be from Canada and to play our national sport. That’s 
pretty special,” he said.

A seven-year veteran of the team, Smith said there 
is a difference between when he first represented his 
country and now when he puts on the sweater. Smith 
was also part of the 2017 gold medal-winning team and 
won silver at the 2018 Paralympics in Pyeongchang, 
South Korea.

“The first time I put it on, I was so nervous. I was 
really jittery, but at the same time, I was super proud. It 
was just one of those things that I felt happened so fast, 
and it was almost one of those memories that you kind 
of blacked out just because of everything that’s going 
on. Now it’s a lot of the same feelings. I still get nervous 
but I’m a lot more relaxed and a lot more poised. But I’m 
still probably even more proud than I was back then. 
I’m still super honored,” said Smith.

While the world championships are just seven weeks 
away, the main focus is on 2026 and winning that 
Paralympic gold medal that has so far eluded all three 
players. 

“We have a couple side things going on like the World 
Championships and we’re obviously going to do our 
best to prepare for those. At the end of the day, the gold 
medal at the Paralympics is exactly what we want. We 
have a really young team this year. So there’s going 
to be a lot of development going on right now. We’re 
not focused on any other team right now except for 
ourselves. We’re treating every opportunity as a grow-
ing opportunity to get better every day,” Smith added.

The focus is on the process rather than the result, 
McGregor said.

“I think that’s been kind of a roadblock for us in the 
past is just being too hyper-focused on a gold medal 
and kind of forgetting about or overlooking some of the 
finer details of our day-to-day, month-to-month, year-
to-year preparation.”

“We’re lucky right now that we have three years to 
figure that out,” added Armstrong. 

Inspired by Terry Fox’s 1980 Marathon of Hope, Team 
Canada captain Tyler McGregor is continuing that 

legacy by skating a marathon in his sled on 10 different 
outdoor skating rinks across Canada, dubbing it the 
Sledge Skate of Hope.

“He’s been a major inspiration in my life, for many 
reasons, even more so than the fact that we both had 
similar cancers and became amputees,” McGregor said 
of Fox. 

“It’s something that I’ve always wanted to do in terms 
of a major fundraiser, and trying to continue to support 
organizations that were life-changing to me.”

McGregor did his original skate of 25 kilometres in 
February 2021, with the goal of raising $25,00 for cancer 
research. He raised more than $31,000 that year.

Having last year taken time off from the fundraiser 
to focus on the 2022 Paralympics, McGregor sets his 
sights on raising $100,000 for the Terry Fox Founda-
tion this year. 

TEAM CAPTAIN HAS 
MISSION INSPIRED 
BY TERRY FOX

“It’s been an incredible experience,” McGregor said.
“Travelling across the country, meeting people in 

different communities and young people or people 
of all ages, battling cancer or who have battled 
cancer and either meeting them in person or getting 
messages from them. Ultimately, the inspiration 
behind it was just both Terry Fox and honoring his 
legacy, but also, just my time in a children’s hospital. 
That’s something that had a profound impact on my 
life.

“I wanted to do my part to make an impact and 
hopefully help improve the treatment of cancer and 
save more lives through both raising money and 
awareness.”

McGregor started his journey at the Emera Oval in 
Halifax, and has since made stops in Newfoundland 
and Labrador, Ontario, Manitoba, Quebec, BC, Alberta 
and Saskatchewan.

“ IT’S BEEN AN 
INCREDIBLE 
EXPERIENCE”

At left, head coach Russ Herrington, who took over the job last August, addresses his players during practice. Top right, forward Corbyn 
Smith from Monkton. Bottom right, team captain Tyler McGregor. Bill Atwood
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “It is deeply concerning to know that 
close to half (47%) of all respondents 
gave the provinces a failing grade of ‘F’. 
Now, more than ever, we need acces-
sible, timely and inclusive access to 
mental health care services. There can 
be no health without mental health.”
Ellen Cohen, co-chair of the Canadian Alliance on Mental 
Illness and Mental Health, on a study showing provinces 
earned a collective ‘D’ in access to mental health services.

Each year in Canada, over 1,500 people 
lose their lives and nearly 8,000 are hospi-
talized due to unintentional poisoning from 
medications, cleaners, cannabis prod-
ucts, and many other household items. 
Now there’s a new toll-free number, 1-844 
POISON-X (1-844-764-7669 to access 
critical medical advice for poisonings.
Health Canada

Verbatim The Monitor

Given the profligacy and countless bad decisions 
made at the regional level, there should be zero 
talk of creating a single-tier government here. 
Nonetheless, amalgamation continues to haunt 

us.
The latest foray into that minefield comes courtesy of regional 

Coun. Rob Deutschmann, who last week organized a virtual 
meeting to discuss the topic. This in a climate when the province 
has both launched a review of regional governments and made 
legislative moves that weaken upper-tier government control of 
the planning issues.

Doug Ford may or may not be making another attempt at the 
ill-fated review carried out in 2019 that ended up doing little 
other than spend money and generate a report the province has 
studiously kept secret. 

Also invisible are the benefits touted by proponents of amal-
gamation – cost savings and efficiencies – though past failures 
have done nothing to dissuade the idea’s resurrection time and 
again.

It’s clear to most that amalgamation has been a non-starter 
for years. Whether protecting their turfs or fighting off the loss 
of independence, critics have been right to dismiss a concept 
whereby the seven existing municipalities in Waterloo Region 
would be wiped out in favour of one.

The case against consolidating seven municipal governments 
into one über-government at the region is as weak today as it was 
during the height of the Harris Tories’ ill-fated amalgamation 
frenzy. Removing direct local representation for a gamble on 
reduced costs hasn’t paid off, and never will. Moreover, people 
have ties to their communities, and like to have direct access to 
their municipal politicians, who have the largest impact on their 
day-to-day lives.

While optimizing some services may be advantageous – over 
the years, we’ve seen that happen with police services and, more 
recently, transit, though runaway costs now prompt revisiting 
the whole idea – but that’s a far cry removed from discussing 
single-tier government. 

In the townships, the loss of direct say over planning and other 
issues is too big a price to pay. An amalgamated region would see 
precious little rural representation at the table. As it now stands, 
the four townships each have just one place on regional council, 
which doesn’t amount to much. But each remains autonomous 
for the most part, able to control its future at the local council 
level – in the absence of that structure, the priorities of the cities 
could quickly overwhelm each of the four rural townships.

The smallest municipalities must retain the right to say “no” 
when it comes to incursions from the city. The fate of the devel-
opment lands in Breslau, for instance, is in much better hands at 
Woolwich council than it would be if the cities were calling the 
shots – just look at the poor development legacy visited on the 
residents of Kitchener and Waterloo.

Studies of Ontario municipalities that amalgamated when that 
was in vogue with the Harris government show cost-savings to 
be non-existent. There may be benefits, but they’re not financial. 
And years afterwards, few people are celebrating the move.

Business groups are often the ones pushing for amalgama-
tions, typically emphasizing the savings mantra. Depending 
on the political climate, they’re joined by people who like the 
idea of sending politicians packing, the appeal of fewer coun-
cillors. Again, nice idea in theory, but the savings are miniscule 
– one-half of one per cent of the total budget goes to council 
administration.

While there can be a bit of initial cost savings by casting off 
duplicate senior staff members, it doesn’t take long for most of 
the money to be eaten up by the middle managers who are added 
to help administer a larger population and the services offered to 
them.

That idea makes no sense for any of the municipalities, least of 
all the townships. But politicians are capable of acting contrary 
to the public interest, so citizens must be vigilant.

Remaining vigilant as talk
of amalgamation persists 

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Although the arrest 
warrant issued on 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin by the International 
Criminal Court last week was 
welcome, there was a certain 
puzzlement about the actual 
crime he is being charged 
with.

This is a man who launched 
an unprovoked invasion 
of a neighbouring country, 
Ukraine. He declares that the 
country should not even exist, 
and denies that there is a valid 
Ukrainian identity. Those 
Ukrainians  who believe they 
are not Russians are ‘Nazis’ 
who must be ‘re-educated’ or 
destroyed. That alone qualifies 
Putin for a charge of genocide.

An estimated 120,000 
Ukrainian soldiers have 
been killed or wounded in 
the fighting in the past year, 
together with many thousands 
of Ukrainian civilians. That 
exposes Putin to the charge of 
waging aggressive war.

Some of the soldiers under 
his command have committed 
well-documented massacres 
of Ukrainian civilians and 
committed various other 
atrocities against them. As the 
supreme commander ulti-
mately responsible for their 
actions, Putin is also liable to 
indictment on a wide variety 
of war crimes charges.

So why did the International 

ICC issues arrest warrant on Putin
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

Criminal Court charge him 
only with the crime of deport-
ing Ukrainian children into 
Russia, placing them in the 
care of Russian families as 
if they were orphaned refu-
gees, and blocking them from 
contact with their real fami-
lies?

There is no doubt that this 
is happening. The United 
Nations Commission of 
Inquiry on Ukraine says there 
is evidence of the illegal trans-
fer of hundreds of Ukrainian 
children to Russia, and the 
Ukrainian government says 
that the real number is at least 
16,221.

This phenomenon is a 
particularly shameful aspect 
of President Putin’s obsessive 
campaign to erase Ukrainian 
identity. However, with so 
many larger crimes to choose 
from, why did the ICC limit 
itself to what is essentially a 
charge of mass kidnapping?

The answer was visible last 
Wednesday at an event in the 
George W. Bush Presiden-
tial Center in Dallas, Texas, 
where the former US presi-
dent ‘misspoke’ yet again. He 
meant to condemn Putin’s 
invasion of Ukraine, but he 

actually denounced “the 
decision of one man to launch 
a wholly unjustified and brutal 
invasion of Iraq... I mean of 
Ukraine.”

Realizing his blunder, 
Bush muttered “Iraq too” and 
then excused himself on the 
grounds of age: “I’m 75.” It got 
a laugh and it was certainly a 
slip of the tongue, but it might 
have been a Freudian slip.

Could it be that Bush 
secretly realizes that he 
committed not only a great 
blunder but also a great crime 
when he invaded Iraq?  That 
would be nice, although it’s 
too late to apologize for the 
lies, the hundreds of thou-
sands of lives lost, and the ruin 
of Iraq. However, the real point 
lies elsewhere.

The two invasions are 
linked. Bush’s wholly unjusti-
fied and brutal invasion of Iraq 
broke the key law on which we 
built the post-1945 ‘rule of law’ 
in international affairs. Putin’s 
did it again. 

The victors of the Second 
World War knew they might 
not survive a third, so they 
made attacking another 
country illegal. (It never was 
before.) The new rule, embed-
ded in the United Nations 
Charter, is that borders, fair or 
not, must never be changed 
by force. From now on, only 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 10
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Editor's 
Point of View

Looking at alternatives to property taxes ... and those who set them

attempt to respond to 
that,” Monks said during 
last week’s public hearing 
over the bill. 

“We wanted to come 
up with a solution that 
would provide meaning-
ful, immediate tax relief 
as well as long-term tax 
relief for our property 
taxpayers,” Monks told 
the House Local Govern-
ment and Taxation 
Committee.

Such thinking is 
beyond the pale here, but 
should fuel a long-over-
due discussion about 
reforming the regressive 
property tax system.

There’s nothing like 
tax season – income tax 
filing, first instalment of 
property taxes – to bring 
out your inner libertarian. 
It’s one of the many times 
we hate governments, 

but the timing also lends 
itself to thinking about 
why it is we pay taxes.

Libertarians would 
argue taxation is theft. 
From a certain perspec-
tive, it is. You either pay 
your taxes or risk having 
your property and your 
liberty stolen from you 
by the state. That’s true 
whether you don’t believe 
in the state or if you 
simply object to how some 
of your money is used 
(you may see the constant 
waste, entitlement and 
poor decision-making, for 
instance).

Where politics are 
involved, there are plenty 
of reasons to be upset 
about paying taxes: 
governments of all stripes 
waste considerable 
amounts of our money. 
Incompetence, patronage, 
graft and outright theft 
still exist. From ORNGE 
and the gas plants to 
municipal hiring and the 
LRT, from robocalls to the 

endless stream of federal 
propaganda spending, 
there are no shortages of 
examples at all levels of 
government.

In looking at those 
kinds of expenditures, 
paying your taxes 
becomes hard to stom-
ach. That the likes of one 
extravagant lunch flushes 
away more than your 
entire tax bill leads you to 
think the money would be 
better in your pocket than 
in theirs.

That said, the bulk of 
the tax money collected 
by governments goes 
into providing us with 
services. From water 
pipes and roads to health 
care and education, these 
are things we opt to pay 
for collectively. Of course, 
that doesn’t mean govern-
ments have to over-hire 
and overpay staff. Nor 
that the screws shouldn’t 
be turned on suppliers 
and contractors to lower 
prices, moves that would 

benefit those forced to 
pay the bills. (Sadly, the 
it’s-only-other-people’s-
money philosophy reigns 
supreme.)

Each of us can find 
examples of programs 
and services we’d rather 
not fund, making it easy 
to gripe about wasted tax 
money. Truth is, we’re 
generally much better off 
for what our tax dollars 
buy us.

That’s not to say things 
can’t be improved. Plenty 
of our money is genuinely 
wasted and funnelled 
into the wrong pockets. 
And politicians must be 
disabused of the notion 
that taxpayers are a 
bottomless well. That’s 
especially true given 
the huge infrastructure 
deficit, the funding for 
which has been given 
short shrift ... other than 
lip service.

Hundreds of billions 
will be needed to repair 
and replace crumbling 

water systems, bridges, 
electrical grids and a host 
of other hard services 
we take for granted. 
That means more of our 
tax dollars will have to 
be directed that way at 
a time when an aging 
population will be 
demanding ever-more 
health-care and related 
services. Tough decisions 
are coming, the kind we’ll 
have to keep in mind 
while reviewing both 
spending and tax policy. 
We’re going to need more, 
not less money. Some 
programs will have to 
go. New spending plans 
may have to be scrapped. 
And, most importantly, 
tax giveaways and the 
shifting of the tax burden 
to individuals, largely in 
the middle class, will have 
to stop.

There’s one big prob-
lem, however: we don’t 
trust politicians. We 
don’t trust them with our 
money. We don’t trust 
them to be ethical. We 
don’t trust them to do 
what’s right for us.

All of this is a reminder 
that officials, local and 
provincial, need to see the 
big picture. That prover-
bial one-and-only source 
of tax money is under 
attack on multiple fronts. 
Something’s got to give. 
For municipalities, that 
means reducing spend-
ing on other programs 
– and thus overall tax 
rates – to compensate. If 
Woolwich, for instance, 
needs more money to 
deal with infrastructure, 
it had better find a way to 
reduce property taxes by 
a commensurate amount. 
The same applies for 
water and wastewater 
fees, projected to grow at 
three, four or five times 
the rate of inflation for 
several years. Want more 
money? Find a way to 
chop that amount from 
general taxes.

The folks in Idaho 
might be on to something.As the budget concerns persist, some councillors are perhaps concerned about being in the hot seat ... literally.

Instead of reducing 
spending and rolling 

back taxes in this year’s 
budget process in recog-
nition of people’s fiscal 
reality, we saw municipal 
councils rush to join the 
the greedflation trend.

What if local councils 
could be stripped of taxa-
tion power? Or property 
taxes eliminated alto-
gether? Replaced by an 
increase in, say, provin-
cial sales taxes?

Dropping property 
taxes in favour of the 
sales tax is one idea being 
bandied about in Idaho, 
where property tax reform 
is high on the agenda just 
now. Of course, Ameri-
cans are much more open 
to tax reforms, often to 
the extreme. This debate 
is worthwhile, nonethe-
less.

State Representative 
Jason Monks has been 
leading the charge, 
arguing rising property 
taxes are making it more 
difficult for people to 
stay in their homes or to 
enter the housing market. 
Increasing the state-wide 
sales tax to 11 per cent 
from six would be one 
way to offset the loss in 
municipal tax revenues.

The Idaho House of 
Representatives is now 
debating House Bill 292, 
which would facilitate 
some US$205 million and 
$355 million in property 
tax reductions in its first 
year, advocates say.

It’s a popular move, as 
a Boise State University 
study found some 56 per 
cent of Idahoans said 
their property taxes are 
too high. Gov. Brad Little 
called for property tax 
relief in his State of the 
State address at the start 
of this year’s legislative 
session.

“Property taxpayers 
have seen their property 
taxes go up significantly 
and they are demanding 
relief, and I think this 
bill, House Bill 292, is an 
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National Puppy Day is celebrated 
on March 23rd every year.

National Puppy Day was created 
to raise awareness about puppy 
mills and promote pet adoption.

Veterinarians and Humane 
Society staff in the United States 
get a paid federal holiday.

 ↆ LAST WEEK:  
 
Truth:  St. Patrick was born in Britain 
 
Truth:  The Shamrock was considered a sacred plant by the Celts 
 
Lie: The first St. Patrick’s Day Parade was not held in Ireland. It was 
held in St. Augustine, Florida.

voluntary, negotiated 
changes are legal.

In an era of nuclear 
weapons, that is not just 
a good idea; it is essen-
tial for our long-term 
survival.  And to a surpris-
ing extent, the new rule 
has been obeyed.

The world is still 
littered with civil wars, 
‘wars of liberation’ 
and other traditional 
side-shows, but full-on 
military invasions by 
great powers without 
the blessing of the UN 
Security Council have 
been very scarce in the 
past 70 years. In fact, only 
two come to mind: the US 
invasion of Iraq in 2003, 
and the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine last year.

The difficulty in 
condemning Putin now is 
that George Bush and his 
British sidekick, former 
prime minister Tony 
Blair, are still walking 
around free and unpun-
ished.

The fact that they 

invaded the wrong coun-
try is irrelevant. (Iraq 
and Saddam Hussein 
had nothing whatever to 
do with the 9/11 attacks.) 
Their crime was simply to 
invade another country. 
That doesn’t just cause a 
lot of death and destruc-
tion; it undermines the 
basic law that keeps great 
wars at bay.

It would be blatant 
hypocrisy for the ICC to 
indict Vladimir Putin for 
the usual range of war 
crimes when Bush and his 
pals committed them in 
Iraq and got away with it, 
so what’s left? 

Well, Russian forces 
have been kidnapping 
Ukrainian children and 
raising them as Russians, 
which is a form of ethnic 
cleansing forbidden by 
international law. So far 
as anybody knows, Bush 
didn’t kidnap Iraqi chil-
dren. So that’s the charge 
we can use for Putin.

Not that we actually 
expect to bring him to 
trial.

Friday Mar. 31st

5pm-7pm

Presented By the: Alma Optimist Club

DINE-IN ONLY!

BEEF BBQ

Alma Optimist ClubAlma Optimist Club

ALMA
COMMUNITY
CENTRE
51 Simpson
St., E., Alma

TICKETS
$20/Adult
$10/Children (6 to 12)

FREE/Children (Under 5)
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presents

The Larry Mercey Trio
with special guest, Leo Stockwith special guest, Leo Stock

Fri., Apr. 14th at 7 p.m.
at  Gale Presbyterian Church, 10 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira

Tickets $25.
Purchase your tickets in advance from the church office

519-669-2852 or office@galepresbyterian.com
Proceeds to Barnswallow Place, Elmira

DYER: ICC stickhandling through 
issues of hypocrisy in charging Putin
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 �Making better, 
informed choices 
about pork

To the Editor,
Re: Going hog wild 

over Ontario pork’s new 
cookbook (Observer, Mar. 
16/23).

Owen Roberts uses 
some pretty enthusiastic 
language to describe The 
Whole Hog Cookbook 
and Ontario Pork. Superb, 
gorgeous, magnificent, 
for instance. 

Stories of the people 
and families involved in 
the book and the pork 
industry. Large amounts 
of pork donated to Food 
Ontario and the Food 
Banks. Holistic, sustain-
ability. 

Mr. Roberts says ‘it 
doesn’t get much more 
well-rounded than that.’

Is there another side to 
the wholesome words and 
pretty packaging that are 
being wrapped around 

pork here?
What about the health 

effects of consuming 
pork?  

Pork is a ‘red meat’ 
and as such is grouped 
as a Class 2 carcinogen 
by the WHO. Processed 
meat (bacon, ham, hot 
dogs, sausage, salami 
etc) are grouped as Class 
1 carcinogens, right 
alongside asbestos and 
cigarettes!  There are a 
number of other health 
concerns with links to 
pork consumption being 
studied currently.

What about the stars 
of the cookbook and the 
pork industry – the pigs 
themselves?

Most pigs in Canada 
are housed in intensive 
factory farm settings – 
thousands of pigs under 
one roof, with little more 
than their own size of 
space to exist in. Sows are 
kept in gestation crates so 
small they can only stand 
up or lay down, confined 
this way for months at a 

time. They give birth to 
increasing litter sizes, 
resulting in more moth-
er-deaths and prolapses, 
as well as more still born 
baby pigs. The babies who 
do survive have testi-
cles, tails and tusks cut 
off without anaesthetic. 
Youngsters who fail to 
thrive are typically killed 
by smashing their heads 
against the wall. All to 
save money and time. 
There is no enrichment 
or natural behaviours 
possible throughout the 
lifetime of these intelli-
gent animals and it’s not 
hard to imagine that their 
suffering is immense.

Animal agriculture 
is a major contributor 
to greenhouse gases – 
pork industry included. 
Intensively farmed pigs 
generate tremendous 
amounts of waste. Waste 
which may contain bacte-
ria, pathogens and heavy 
metals – and is typically 
sprayed over fields and 

neighbourhoods poten-
tially polluting air, land 
and groundwater. 

Nothing personal 
against Mr. Roberts or 
the folks involved in the 
pork industry. But they 
earn money from people 
who consume pork and 
so have a strong reason to 
promote it. 

Animal suffering is 
not ‘gorgeous.’ Risking 
another pandemic (swine 
flu!) is not ‘sustainable.’ 
And cancer is not ‘magnif-
icent.’

We know we need to do 
better in our choices for 
the future. Information 
from more than one side, 
and certainly from the 
process itself should be 
considered when decid-
ing whether to include 
pork on our plates going 
forward, or not.

Connie Rodgers
ELMIRA

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

 �Emergency 
services prove to 
be impressive

To the Editor,
On March 16, I had my 

first encounter with an 
ambulance and with the 
emergency department at 
Grand River Hospital. 

There are times in life 
when things can happen 
so fast that you are totally 
caught off guard and you 
are required to think fast 
to figure out what to do 
next. 

Here is the story. My 
friend Bob and I were out 
walking on Whippoorwill 
Drive in Elmira. We were 
enjoying our walk when all 
of a sudden, Bob started 
to stumble and then he 
got ahead of me. He was 
just trying to maintain his 
balance and stay upright 
by quickly moving his legs 
forward. I caught up to 
him and realized that we 
needed to get across the 
street and take a break on 
a bench there. We didn’t 
make it. Bob dropped from 
my grip and fell hard. He 
hit his nose against the 

curb. Blood was flowing 
profusely. I noticed that 
the tip of his nose was 
gouged. 

What were we to do 
now? A kind gentleman 
driving by, stopped to 
help. We got Bob on his 
feet again and leaned 
him up against the light 
standard at that spot. We 
dialled 911. Within no time 
at all, an ambulance from 
St Jacobs arrived with 
three paramedics. They 
immediately took charge. 
Two of them got Bob 
inside the ambulance and 
checked carefully to see 
how he was injured as they 
bandaged up his nose and 
put on a neck brace. The 
third paramedic ques-
tioned me about what had 
happened. After assess-
ment of the situation, the 
ambulance was cleared to 
take Bob to Grand River 
Hospital. 

I arrived at emergency 
by car, my first time there.  
I looked around at the 
many patients waiting 
in the reception area but 
couldn’t locate Bob – he 
had already been ushered 
into the hall behind. I 

asked the greeter about 
Bob. He went looking for 
him immediately. Bob was 
wheeled out to the front 
again for me to sit with 
him there. As we waited 
in this very crowded front 
area, we had a good view 
of all the comings and 
goings. As patients were 
being attended to, nurses 
would come out sporad-
ically to announce who 
would be next to move to 
the back. After four hours, 
a nurse called another list 
of 10 names and Bob’s was 
one of them. We were all 
asked to follow her to the 
back corridors. 

As we went along, it was 
a bit like going through 
a gauntlet, since every 
inch of wall was lined with 
patients for the next round 
of waiting. Bob and I were 
assigned one of the many 
small alcoves, number 
49, with a bed and a chair. 
After some time, Bob’s 
daughter Maureen arrived. 
I left at that point. 

Later on that evening, 
Bob phoned me from 
home. He was so grate-
ful about how well he 
was treated by the three 

paramedics in the ambu-
lance and by everyone 
at GRH who were there 
for him. The doctor who 
assessed him was wonder-
ful. She made him aware 
of all the next steps in his 
treatment. She praised 
Bob for being so strong, 
that he had sustained no 
other injuries. Bob left 
the hospital feeling very 
pleased with all the care 
he had received. He was 
hurting, but he had hope 
that all would be well. 

We were impressed. 
Thank you paramedics, 
doctor and nurses for the 
great work you did for us. 
We are very grateful to 
you.

Martin Merlihan
ELMIRA

Submit a letter 
to the editor

observerxtra.com/letters
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News that hits home. 
Local people in action.
Sports tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Team Scores: observerxtra.com/scores

SportsSports The EDSS girls’ curling team, which won the 
Central Western Ontario Secondary Schools 
Association championship final 7-2 over 
Holy Trinity Catholic High School at Oran-
geville Curling Club on Mar. 2, is competing 
in North Bay and Sturgeon Falls this week 
for the Ontario Federation of School Athletic 
Associations championship. The gold medal 
game is on Saturday at 1 p.m.

Some of the Lancers will be back on the 
court Tuesday (Mar. 28) for the Waterloo 
County Secondary School Athletics Asso-
ciation (WCSSA) basketball all-star evening, 
which takes place at Waterloo Collegiate 
Institute.

EDSS curlers at OFSAA All-stars on the court

STEVE 
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

The peril of great expectations
tend to be optimists. They 
dream about perfect casts, 
excellent lure selections, 
precise boat control, great 
hook sets, flawless drag 
settings, big fish that are 
only too willing to bite, 
heroic battles, and perfect 
trophy photos for social 
media. They also dream 
of those sunny days with 
little wind and no one else 
on the water.  And days 
when fish never spit the 
hook.

Trust me, this is a 
mistake.

Looking at fishing 
through those rose-co-
loured glasses can only 
lead to great expectations. 
And great expectations 
often result in frustration 

Charles Dickens 
famously wrote, “It 

was the best of times. It 
was the worst of times.”

I guess those sentences 
can be used to describe 
many situations.

For instance, right now, 
an open water angler 
might feel those words 
describe this time of year. 

They’re really just 
another way of saying, “It 
is spring. But our lakes are 
still frozen.”

That’s why, right now, in 
countless basements and 
garages across Ontario, 
anglers are organizing 
their tackle and daydream-
ing about the open water 
fishing season to come.

New anglers, of course, 

… and be sure to 
come and see the 
“FLIPPIN’ PHYSIOS” 
at the Pancake 

Flipping contest!

519•669•1212     www.sosphysiotherapy.ca    3 Wyatt St. East
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SOS Physiotherapy Elmira 
is a proud sponsor of the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival.

Join us at our location behind the Clock Tower for 
refreshments, use the washroom, or just to WARM UP!

and disappointment. 
If I learned anything at 

all from my teachers, it 
was that.

No, as far as I’m 
concerned, it is far better 
to face up to last year’s 
nightmares.  

That’s why, this time 
of year, I will call my 
fishing buddies and we 
will spend time talking 
about the tangled lines 
and the bird’s nests that 
occupied our reels when 
we needed them most. 
We will laugh about the 
nets that suddenly had 

fish-sized holes in them. 
We will fondly remember 
the snags on inanimate 
and animated objects and 
the lures – God bless them 
– that were lost. We will 
wince when we discuss 
the people on docks 100 
yards away who yelled 
at us because we were 
“fishing too close.” Oh, 
and the ice-cold water and 
the leaky waders that let it 
all in. 

And because we are 
friends, we will tease 
each other about the big 
fish lost at the boat, the 
launch when we realized 
the boat plug was still in 
the vehicle, and that time 
the angler “who had no 
idea what he is doing” got 

a limit of nice fish while 
we, the experienced pros, 
got skunked. We will also 
recognize the many times 
when, even though we 
were doing everything 
right, the fish ignored 
us. Or that time one of us 
posed with the biggest fish 
of the year, and watched 
helplessly as it wriggled 
out of our hands and back 
into the water, making 
a huge splash, before a 
single photo was ever 
taken.

Trust me. We have 
learned it is far healthier 
to get all this out of our 
systems now. You don’t 
want to enter a fishing 
season with great expec-
tations.

It’s far better to remem-
ber the reality and so you 
approach the season with 
lower but more achievable 
expectations. That way, 
you won’t be frustrated 
when some of these things 
happen again – as each of 
them has for me, for the 
last 45 years running.

If anything, you want 
your expectations to have 
nowhere to go but up.

You see, we old hands 
recognize that fishing 
could simultaneously be 
the best of times or the 
worst of times. It really 
just depends on whether 
you are the one holding 
or taking the photo of the 
trophy fish that just made 
that big splash.

Steve Kannon
Observer Staff

THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS GOT off to a rough 
start in the second-round 
playoff series against 
the KW Siskins, losing 
game one on Sunday 6-1. 
By Tuesday night at the 
WMC, they found their 
scoring mojo, besting the 
visitors 7-4 and drawing 
the series even at 1-1.

On the road in Waterloo 
Sunday to get things roll-
ing, the Kings looked like 
they were facing the team 
that finished atop the 
Midwestern Conference 
standing in the regular 
season.

The Siskins scored the 
lone goals of the first and 
second periods to take a 
2-0 lead into the second 
intermission. A three-goal 
outburst in the first three 
minutes of the final frame 
quickly expelled any hope 

of an Elmira comeback. 
The hosts were up 6-0 

by the time the period 
was eight minutes old. 
The Kings finally got on 
the board at 15:56 when 
Madden MacDougall 
ended the shutout bid, 
assisted by Jackson Heron 
and Austin Mumby.

Elmira was outshot 
30-19, going 0-6 on the 
power play while Waterloo 
was 1-1. Goaltender Daniel 
Botelho went the distance 
for the Kings.

It was a different story 
Tuesday night as game 
two saw the action return 
to Elmira.

Where the Kings 
couldn’t buy a goal in the 
first game, they lit the 
lamp repeatedly, includ-
ing four on the power 
play.

The Siskins were on 
the board first, scoring 
at 7:26 of the opening 
period, but Brock Rein-

Kings find their scoring touch to even series

hart’s power-play goal 12 
minutes in tied the score 
at 1-1. Assists went Liam 
Eveleigh and Luke Della 
Croce. Less than three 
minutes later, however, it 

was 2-1 for the visitors. A 
power-play goal by Logan 
Crans – from Jayden 
Lammel and Eveleigh – 
with 53 seconds left in the 
frame sent the teams back 

to their rooms knotted at 
2-2.

When play resumed, 
the Kings needed just 34 
seconds to take the lead 
for the first time. It was 
another power-play goal, 
this one from captain 
Adam Grein (Lammel, 
Reinhart). The lead grew to 
4-2 when Reinhart struck 
again at 6:15 with the Kings 
enjoying a man advantage. 
He got help from Eveleigh 
and Della Croce.

Just over a minute later 
it was 4-3, but MacDougall 
replied at 12:00, assisted 
by Grein and Eveleigh. The 
two-goal lead was halved 
before the period ended, 
however. It was 5-4 after 40 
minutes.

Fans had to wait 15 
minutes into the third 
before enjoying a little 
breathing room watch-
ing their team defend a 
one-goal lead. Lammel 
scored unassisted at 15:02, 

capping the game with 
another unassisted goal 
just over three minutes 
later. It was 7-4 when the 
buzzer sounded.

Shots were 32-24 in 
favour of the Kings, who 
went 4-8 on the power 
play. The Siskins were 1-6. 
Special teams were clearly 
a big factor as Elmira 
evened the series.

Netminder Hayden 
Sabourin chalked up the 
win, outlasting his cross-
ice counterpart Nicholas 
Galda.

Game three of the series 
went Wednesday night, 
though results weren’t 
known before press time. 
Game four goes Friday 
night at the WMC (7 p.m.), 
with the action back in 
Waterloo Sunday after-
noon (1:30 p.m.) for game 
five. Game six is in Elmira 
March 28 (7 p.m.), while 
game seven is scheduled 
for March 30. 

After falling 6-1 to the KW Siskins in game one of the second-round series, Elmira bounces back with 7-4 win in game two
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WOOLWICH WILDCATS 
 ■ U10 A

Playoffs
Mar/10/2023 vs Milton 
Winterhawks
HOME: 6 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Brayden Clemmer 
(3), Daxton Habermehl, 
Connor Shantz, Jack Frey
ASSISTS: Spencer Martin, 
Jack Frey, Benjamin 
Collison, Keegan Bakker, 

 ↆ M I N O R  S P O R T S  S C O R E B O A R D

Matvii Kamyshnyi, Mason 
Roadknight
 ■ U15BB

Playoffs
Mar/19/2023 vs Milton 
Winterhawks White
HOME: 1 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: William Krubally
ASSISTS: Sam Kruschat
 ■ U15BB

Playoffs
Mar/20/2023 vs 

Notice of Completion
Heidelberg Water Supply System

Schedule B Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment

The Region of Waterloo 
(Region) has completed a 
Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment 
(EA) Study to identify water 
supply system upgrades for 
the community of Heidelberg 
(see Study Area map). Some 
of the existing components of 
the water supply system 
infrastructure are reaching 
the end of their service life 
and this EA Study has been 
considering the best way to 
address this issue.

The preferred alternative solution is to connect the St. Clements and Heidelberg water 
supply systems by installing a new 1.1 km transmission watermain along Lobsinger 
Line. St. Clements wells will provide the water supply for both communities. The 
existing Heidelberg water treatment plant will be decommissioned.

This Class EA Study was completed in accordance with the planning and design 
process for Schedule B projects, as outlined in the Municipal Class EA document 
(October 2000, as amended), which is an approved process under the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment Act.

A Project File Report summarizing the Class EA Study process and findings is available 
online for a 30-day comment period starting March 15, 2023 on the Region’s website: 
https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/CurrentWaterProjects/

Interested persons may provide written comments between March 15, 2023 and 
April 14, 2023 to Ayman Khedr, P. Eng, M.A.Sc, Engineer, Engineering and Planning, 
Region of Waterloo, Water Services (AKhedr@regionofwaterloo.ca) or discussed via 
telephone (519-575-4400 ext. 4412).

In the event that there are outstanding concerns following discussions with the 
Region, a request may be made to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks (MECP) under Section 16 of the Environmental Assessment Act requiring a 
higher level of study (i.e., requiring an individual/comprehensive EA approval before 
being able to proceed), or that conditions be imposed (e.g., require further studies), 
only on the grounds that the requested order may prevent, mitigate, or remedy 
adverse impacts on constitutionally protected Aboriginal and treaty rights. Requests 
on other grounds will not be considered. Requests should include the requester 
contact information and full name for the ministry.

The request should be sent in writing or by email to:

Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
777 Bay Street, 5th Floor
Toronto ON M7A 2J3
minister.mecp@ontario.ca

and

Director, Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor
Toronto ON, M4V 1P5
EABDirector@ontario.ca

Requests should also be sent to the Region of Waterloo. Information will be collected 
in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act. With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the 
public record. This notice was first issued March 15, 2023.

Flamborough Sabres
HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Carter Weir, Thomas 
McCarthy
ASSISTS: Adam Bloch, Mac 
Zettel, Josh Wraight

WOOLWICH WILD 
 ■ U11 LL-1

Mar/20/2023 vs Kitchener 
Lady Rangers Blue
HOME: 0 VISITOR: 4

Team Canada players took to the ice in Elmira last week, training and taking on the US. Bill Atwood 
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FOOD,
FASHION,

HOME

44 ARTHUR ST S,
ELMIRA, ONT

INTRODUCING

Everyday favourites
at low prices!

Visit in-store for more
daily savings.

NESCAFÉ
Rich, Decaf or
Intense, 100G - 170G
Sachets, 16x16G, 18x19G

$597
ea

HOLIDAY
Luncheon Meat
340G

3/$8

BOYS’
BASIC TEES
Size: 2-6, S - XL

$3

MEN’S AND
WOMEN’S
BASIC TEES
Size: S to 3XL

$4ea

ea

STORAGE TOTES
68L - 72L

$1299
ea

or reg.
price ea.

TUB CANDY
325G - 750G

$397
ea
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A harvest of local 
farming innovation.
Connect to the land.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

Rural
Connections

Rural
Connections

According to a recent report commissioned 
by Cereals Canada – The Economic Impact 
of Wheat, Durum, Barley, and Oats on the 
Canadian Economy: 2022 – Canadian-grown 
wheat, barley, durum, and oats had an 
estimated total economic impact of $68.8 
billion, including more than 370,000 Cana-
dian jobs, and $27 billion in wages. 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA) has completed its 2022 national 
survey for potato wart and confirms that 
potato wart was not detected in the soil 
samples tested from the fields where 
the samples were collected. The survey 
included fields in British Columbia, Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, 
New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia. 

The impact of cereals A potato wart-free zone

For more informa�on visit: h�ps://www.cribit.com/grain-contracts

Let’s talk -   

For more informa�on visit: h�ps://www.cribit.com/grain-contractsh�ps://www.cribit.com/grain-contracts

 Top yielding
 Excellent standability
Great disease package
 Excellent crown rust tolerance
 Good straw yield

Contact us Today  julia@cribit.com | craig@cribit.com | 519-664-3701

AAC Reid Oats
Let’s talk -   





AAC Reid AAC Reid Oats Opportuni�es
for genes that fit your farm® 

Genes that fit your farm® is a  registered  trademark  of SeCan.

(Exclusive Release) 

Including a cereal in your rotation is important.

Consider a food grade oat or barley contract for 
your 2023 crop year.

VUA= Variety Use Agreement.

SPECIALIZING IN:
• FERTILIZER (Agricultural & Commercial)
• SEED GRAINS & GRASS SEED
• SOYBEANS
• BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS
• SOIL TESTING
• LOCAL FREIGHT

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845
Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440

www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

Quality 
Drainage 
Systems

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

126 Bonnie Crs., Elmira
www.rytechmachine.ca

We all know what’s 
happening to real 

estate these days. Every-
thing got more expensive 
in a hurry, fuelled by 
rock-bottom interest rates. 
But farming has also been 
impacted by lower interest 
rates and investors look-
ing for safety and better 
yields.

The increase in farm-
land value in Canada has 
been nothing short of 
spectacular. The value 
per acre of farmland in 
Canada has skyrocketed 
by 334 per cent since 2001, 
but most of the increases 
have occurred within the 
last few years. Since 2016, 
the increase has been 
213 per cent. According 
to Statistics Canada, the 
average acre in Canada is 
now worth almost $3,800, 
compared to $862 back in 
2001.

The value of an acre of 
farmland in Saskatche-
wan has increased by 391 
per cent since 2001, the 
highest in the country. 

The highest increase since 
2016 is in Manitoba, by 
266 per cent. Depending 
on what is produced, 
some farmland valuations 
have increased more than 
others due to various 
factors such as location, 
soil quality, and potential 
revenues.

The Atlantic region, 
though, is not seeing 
much change compared 
with other regions. 
Increases in New Bruns-
wick, Nova Scotia, and 
Prince Edward Island 
have been more modest. 
Farming in the Atlantic 
region remains affordable 
compared to other prov-
inces, not due to protec-
tionist policies but more 
because farming is not 
as profitable and options 
to market are limited for 
many farmers. With lower 
value increases, building 
capacity when land is 
barely worth more year 
after year is more chal-
lenging.

In contrast, since 2016, 

Farmers are partnering with investors

→ INVESTORS 15The value of farmland has increased 213% since 2016 alone. 

Did you know that the largest farmland owner in the country is not even a farmer? 

the average farm real 
estate value in the United 
States has increased by 
27 per cent, according 
to the latest report from 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. But an acre of 
farmland on average in the 
U.S. is now worth about 
US$3,800, so Canada has 
somewhat caught up to 
the U.S. in recent years.

Farmland values are 
being pushed higher in 
Canada by a series of 
economic forces. The 
includes high prices 
for commodity crops, a 
robust housing market, 
an extended period 
where interest rates 
were extremely low until 
recently, and a profusion 
of government subsidies 
supporting certain sectors. 
Compensation, which 
exceeded $5 billion, linked 
to trade agreements and 
given to supply-managed 
sectors like dairy, poultry, 
and eggs, has overcapital-
ized many farm operations 
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7668 8th Line Drayton 519-638-3457 @cleanfieldsvc

Call to book a meter test today!

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-3232371 Arthur St. S. Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

out there, compelling 
many to buy land. That’s 
a problem few are talking 
about.

In Canada, barely seven 
per cent of all our land is 
devoted to agriculture. It’s 
not a lot, and that amount 
of land where farming 
occurs is shrinking. In 
2011, 166 million acres 
of land were devoted to 
farming to support over 
245,000 farms. Today, 
this amount is about 150 
million acres for about 
188,000 farms. Farms are 
bigger, more resourceful, 
and more efficient.

Yes, farmland in Canada 
is getting more expensive, 
but farmers in Canada are 
also making more money. 
In 2021, cash receipts 
exceeded $83 billion, a 
record, and 2022 is likely 
to be another record year. 
Last year was also a record 
year for agri-food exports; 
if you’re a hedge fund or an 
investor, these numbers 
will catch your attention, 
and they have. Fewer 
barriers, including the 
end of the Wheat Board’s 
single desk on wheat and 
barley, have brought a slew 
of new possibilities for the 
farming community.

As a result, we have seen 
more farmers renting land 
instead of owning. Close 

to 50 per cent of farmers 
in Canada now rent land 
instead of owning. Some 
may see this as a threat to 
normal ways of producing 
food and supporting agri-
culture, but it’s not neces-
sarily a terrible strategy.

In fact, the largest 
farmland owner in the 
country is not even a 
farmer. Alberta’s Robert 
Andjelic has bought more 
than 225,500 acres of land, 
a portfolio worth some-
where between $500 and 
$700 million. At the root 
of this investor’s move 
into agriculture is the will 
to produce more food and 
address our global food 
security crunch. Along 
with his capital, his team 
brought knowledge of 
sound soil management 
practices, helping some 
250 farmer-tenants to 
benefit from such exper-
tise. Andjelic’s job is to 
make sure his tenants 
make money. Otherwise, 
he’s not getting paid – 
simple as that. This new 
way of thinking can make 
Canadian agriculture 
more profitable.

Canada’s agri-food 
potential is immense, 
and farmland has always 
been a good investment. 
A growing number of 
groups and investors who 
understand how to make 

capital work are making 
a difference. The intent 
of investors from outside 
the agriculture sector is 
to make our agriculture 
stronger.

Farmers who have 
been in the system for 
decades still have a lot to 
offer. But producing and 
investing simultaneously 
is getting harder, which 
is slowly getting agricul-
tural pundits to specialize. 
Capital markets and the 
investment community 
worldwide have changed 
dramatically over the last 
five years. This is why 
more than half of younger 
farmers in Canada are 
leasing land now in order 
to operate.

The correlation between 
land prices, rental rates, 
and farm revenues is quite 
strong. All three tend 
to move synchronously 
higher over time, accord-
ing to a report from Farm 
Credit Canada last year. 
With more specialization, 
everyone wins. Younger 
farmers also see value in 
renting and partnering 
with investors. It’s just a 
different way of seeing 
farming.

ↆ Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is 
senior director of the agri-food 
analytics lab and a professor in 
food distribution and policy at 
Dalhousie University.

In Canada’s agricul-
ture sector, last year’s 

announcement by the 
federal government about 
fertilizer emissions reduc-
tions has stirred plenty of 
conversation and confu-
sion.

The target they’ve set 
is for emissions levels by 
2030 to be at 30 per cent 
below what they were in 
2020. That’s a goal that was 
announced amid height-
ened food security fears due 
to the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine and news coverage 
of tough European fertilizer 
legislation that may stop 
some farmers in the Euro-
pean Union from producing 
food.

Since then, we’ve heard 
repeatedly from the 
federal government and 
from Canada’s Minister of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food, 
Marie-Claude Bibeau, that 
the target is not manda-
tory and that the goal is 
to reduce nitrous oxide 
emissions from fertilizer 
and not the actual use 
of fertilizer itself. The 
government has launched 
consultations with farmers, 
the fertilizer industry, and 
provincial and territorial 
governments to figure out 
how they’re going to make 
that happen. To their credit, 
their consultation docu-
ment does recognize that 
fertilizer is an essential part 
of modern farming and that 
farmers are already taking 
significant environmental 
action that is yielding posi-
tive results.

Last week, it was Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
himself who appeared 
in front of an audience 
of farmers and industry 
stakeholders from across 
the country at the Canadian 
Federation of Agriculture 
(CFA) annual meeting in 
Ottawa to reinforce that 
message: the federal reduc-
tion target is voluntary, and 

Trudeau talks fertilizer and 
food security with farmers

the government’s focus is 
not to reduce fertilizer, but 
rather just the emissions its 
use can create.

I was part of the Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture 
(OFA) delegation at that 
meeting and watched the 
Prime Minister engage 
in a half-hour town hall 
style question and answer 
session with the farmers 
and agriculture industry 
representatives to address 
some of the ongoing 
challenges and concerns. 
It was a gesture that was 
appreciated by the audi-
ence, even if there isn’t 
unanimous agreement with 
the messages that were 
delivered.

It was a valuable expe-
rience, and from my 
perspective helped to show 
the audience the federal 
government is committed 
to engaging the agricultural 
sector, maintaining food 
security, that environmen-
tal sustainability matters, 
and that they want to 
ensure farmers across the 
country have the access and 
opportunities they need to 
grow their business.

The meeting also 
attracted the leaders from 
every major Canadian 
political party, including 
Conservative leader Pierre 
Poilièvre, NDP leader 
Jagmeet Singh, Bloc Québé-
cois leader Yves-François 
Blanchet and Elizabeth 

May, leader of the Green 
Party.

This has not happened 
in a very, very long time – if 
ever – and to me, reinforces 
the importance of agricul-
ture in our economy and the 
key role the agri-food sector 
will play in the future with 
respect to sustainability, 
climate change and Cana-
da’s role as a global food 
supplier. It was interesting 
to hear all of them highlight 
their interest in agriculture 
and share their perspectives 
on the hot topics of the day. 

This conference was the 
first time in three years that 
we’ve been able to gather in 
person for the CFA annual 
meeting. The conference 
has traditionally always 
been an event for both 
learning and networking, 
and this year did not disap-
point with well-attended 
seminar sessions as well as 
social opportunities. 

There is camaraderie and 
fellowship that blossoms 
when people meet face 
to face, and as much as 
though farmers from British 
Columbia and Saskatche-
wan may face slightly differ-
ent issues or challenges 
than those from Ontario, 
PEI or New Brunswick, 
there is more that binds us 
than divides us.

ↆ Mark Reusser is a director 
of the Ontario Federation of 
Agriculture.

→ FROM 14

INVESTORS: A different way of looking at farming
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on Lexington

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

Open to

everyone!

Meet a variety of local medical
professionals and organizations.

Join us for the
Hygate Health Fair!

Thursday March 30
Drop in between 12pm & 4pm

215 Lexington Rd, Waterloo

 WWW.HYGATELIVING.COM

215 Lexington Rd, Waterloo    519-501-1131    INFO@HYGATELIVING.COM

$19999Only $34999Only $109999Starting at$74999Starting at $36999Only

DealsDeals
Your full-service computer 
depot for a digital world.

DESKTOPS LAPTOPS  IPADSMACBOOKS

MarchMarch WE OFFER 
ON SITE SERVICE

WE REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

E-Waste
Disposale

FREE
Diagnostic
FREE

System
Upgrades

Virus
Removal

Backup &
Recovery

 Screen 
Replacements
(iPads & iPhones)

36 Oriole Pkwy E.
519-669-5551

Elmira

Find us online www.realitybytescomputers.com
COME SEE US TO CHECK OUT THESE GREAT DEALS ... and much m
e!
$79999Starting at $34999Only $27999Only$44999Only $12999Only

iPad 5 
9.7”

32 gig 

iPad 7
10.2”

32 gig 

MacBook Pro 2015 
15”  i7 4870HQ  
2.5ghz 
16GB Ram 
512GB SSD 
Hard Drive
Radeon Graphics

MacBook Pro 2018 
15” i7 8850H 
2.6ghz 
16GB Ram  
512GB SSD  
Hard Drive
Radeon Graphics

iPhone XR 
64 gig 

Microsoft 
Surface 3 
Laptop 

HP 840 G4 
14” Laptop (touch screen) 
i5 7300u 2.6ghz 8GB Ram 
256GB SSD Hard Drive

Lenovo T560
15” Laptop  
i5 6300u 2.4ghz 
8GB Ram
256GB SSD 
Hard Drive

HP Elitedesk 
Mini Destop 
AMD Ryzen 5 2400 GE 3.2ghz  
8GB Ram 256GB SSD Hard Drive

Eureka 
Robot 
Vacuum 
Ner400

$

iPhone XR 

Lenovo T560

i5 6300u 2.4ghz 

$Only

HP 840 G4 
14” Laptop (touch screen) 
i5 7300u 2.6ghz 8GB Ram 
256GB SSD Hard Drive

Microsoft 
Surface 3 
Laptop 

BRAND 
NEW

15”  i7 4870HQ  
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
New Business: observerxtra.com/enterprise

BusinessBusiness Canstruction Waterloo Region raised 145,121 
meals for families struggling to afford to put 
food on the table during its annual event 
held at Conestoga Mall over March Break. 
The effort raises food and funds in support 
of The Food Bank of Waterloo Region and 
brings attention to the significant issue of 
food insecurity in the community. 

The Waterloo Regional Labour Council kicks 
off its local version of the ‘Enough is Enough’ 
campaign Saturday (Mar. 25) with an event 
at the Victoria Hills Community Centre in 
Kitchener. There will be a 45-minute panel 
discussion and a 45-minute table discussion.
www.wesayenough.ca

Event stocks food bank WRLC says 'Enough'

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THE PROVINCE WILL 
PROVIDE SOME $343 
million in funding for 
agri-food research over 
the next five years under 
a new agreement with the 
Ontario Agri-Food Innova-
tion Alliance.

The organization is a 
joint initiative between the 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs, the 
University of Guelph and 
the Agricultural Research 
Institute of Ontario. 

The funding announced 
at an event March 16 
in Guelph will help the 
university achieve success 
beyond training the next 
generation of talent, said 
Malcolm Campbell, UofG’s 
vice-president of research.

“It’s important to 
remember, universities are 
not merely glorified high 
schools, they’re not merely 
people that are providing 
knowledge to people, 
they’re creating knowl-
edge. And they’re creat-
ing innovations. They’re 
creating technologies….
We need to future-proof 
by creating the knowledge 
that is going to help us 
create those technologies, 
create that innovation, 
that help de-risk our 
future,” Campbell said.

The number of projects 
the program funds each year 

Uh oh.
News has come out 

of the US that a Buffalo 
Wild Wings franchise 
restaurant in Chicago 
has been fingered for 
marketing white chicken 
meat nuggets as boneless 
chicken wings.

It’s a suit that likely 
could have been filed 
against any of the chain’s 
500-plus outlets in the US. 
There’s no specific reason 
for singling out a Chicago 
franchise for ripping off 
consumers, other than 
that’s the plaintiff’s 
home…where, in January, 
he purchased so-called 
boneless wings from a 
Buffalo Wild Wings outlet. 
And based on the name 
and description of the 

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Feathers fly over so-called boneless wings
menu item, he expected 
deboned wings.

But that’s not what he 
got.

“Unbeknownst to 
the plaintiff and other 
consumers, the products 
are not wings at all, but 
instead, slices of chicken 
breast meat deep-fried 
like wings,” according to 
the lawsuit. “Indeed, the 
products are more akin, in 
composition, to a chicken 
nugget rather than a 
chicken wing.”

The suit continues to 
say that if the plaintiff and 
others knew the products 
were not actually chicken 
wings, they would have 
paid less for them (how 
do you do that?), or would 
not have purchased them 

at all.
And in US law, that 

constitutes suffering 
injury as a result of decep-
tive practices.

The plaintiff went on 
to say chicken nuggets 
should be cheaper than 
wings. I’m not sure why, if 
indeed nuggets are 100 per 
cent white meat. As well, 
he said people are unfairly 
paying wing prices for 
nugget-like products. 

Now, three responses 
come to mind.

The first is “Get a life. It’s 
marketing, not medicine.”

The second is “Get those 

suits and their corporate 
profits!”

The third is “I get it.”
While frivolous lawsuits 

and food-related greed are 
lamentable, reasons exist 
why food companies can’t 
call products something 
they aren’t. 

In this case, we can 
laugh off boneless chicken 
wings, perhaps.

But we can’t dismiss 
attempts to make us pay 
extra for something that 
should be cheaper. Sure, 
buyer beware, to some 
extent. But what about 
trust? Don’t we have a 
right to trust that what-
ever we’re being sold is 
what it claims it is? And 
if it’s something cheap 
being sold for a premium, 

shouldn’t we push back?
I think so.
And then there are food 

safety issues, particu-
larly related to allergens. 
They’re what helped 
prompt the food-labelling 
movement more than 20 
years ago. Products could 
contain ingredients that 
are dangerous or even 
deadly to some people. 
Label it plainly, call it what 
it is and say what’s in it, 
and then let the buyer 
beware. But don’t deceive 
people.

Here’s a compromise. 
Add an asterisk to bone-
less chicken wings that 
says *100 per cent chicken 
white meat. 

Then the food sector 
can get on with addressing 

other problems and put 
this behind it.

But that’s not the case. 
Buffalo Wild Wings is 
trying to dismiss the 
affair publicly, on social 
media. It’s drawing 
analogies, saying there’s 
no ham in hamburger, 
either, or buffalo in 
buffalo wings.

Kind of funny, I guess. 
But that’s an ancient, 
mean-spirited argumen-
tative approach that only 
makes two sides dig in 
more.

Be honest. Admit it’s a 
marketing tactic, add the 
caveat, and move on. Your 
so-called boneless wings 
appear not to be boneless 
wings. Stop pretending 
they are. 

Agri-food research gets $343-million boost from province
University of Guelph-based Ontario Agri-Food Innovation Alliance gets new five-year deal

varies, while selection is 
based on merit and how well 
the project fits with Ontario 
Ministry of Food, Agri-
culture and Rural Affairs 
(OMAFRA) priorities. 

“Ontario is fueling 
research that protects 
plant, animal and human 
health, while expanding 
opportunities for new 
businesses and thousands 
of jobs in our province’s 
agri-food sector,” said 
Kitchener-Conestoga MPP 
Mike Harris in a release 
following last week’s 
event.

Istvan Rajcan is a profes-
sor of plant agriculture 
and soybean researcher 
at the university whose 
research has been funded 
through the program. 
His work uses the plant’s 
genes to breed soybeans 
that are higher quality and 
more disease-resistant. 

“So what we look at in 
our research program is to 
improve the new culti-
vars of soybeans for yield 
primarily because that’s 
what the farmers are paid 
for,” Rajcan said.

That’s different from 
what we normally think 
of when we hear the term 
GMO, Rajcan explained. 
While his research focuses 
on genes that are naturally 
occurring in soybeans, 
GMO research includes 
the addition of a gene that 
is not naturally found in 

the plant.
“So for example, the 

gene for resistance to 
glyphosate herbicide was 
isolated from a bacte-
rium and then inserted 
into the soybean genome 
using the techniques of 
genetic modification that’s 
different – you’re bringing 
a foreign gene into the 
genetics of soybean and 
that’s considered genet-
ically modified….That’s 
their market and we’re 

happily letting them do 
that job.” he added. 

Along with working in 
a molecular lab, Rajcan 
and his team use three 
locations to grow crops 
to see how they react to 
different environments. 
That includes the Elora 
Research Station, the 
Woodstock Research 
Station and a farm near 
Stratford. 

“We use several loca-
tions to assess their adap-

tation more widely, and 
that helps us decide what 
varieties will be grown, 
become new varieties 
and what genotypes will 
become new varieties in 
the future that farmers will 
want to grow,” Rajcan said. 

Rajcan’s work has made 
a significant impact on the 
soybean market, Campbell 
said, noting about 50 per 
cent of all edible soybeans 
sold in Japan are grown in 
Canada. 

“That is putting those 
varieties not only into the 
field, but onto consumers’ 
plates the world over. It 
gets made into tofu and 
into a variety of soybean 
products. That’s some-
thing as Canadians we 
should be immensely 
proud of – we’re not only 
feeding ourselves, but 
we’re providing a market-
able product that feeds the 
world.”

The innovation alli-
ance has 11 research 
priorities given to them 
by the ministry last 
August. Those include 
food safety, plant health, 
animal health, soil health, 
water quality, sustainable 
production, productive 
land capacity, competi-
tiveness, product improve-
ment, trade and sector 
growth, and strengthening 
rural communities. 

Campbell said a lot more 
goes on behind the scenes 
in food production than 
consumers realize.

“We’re more aware of 
the latest version of the 
iPhone than we are of the 
latest version of the food 
that finds its way onto our 
plate that is more nutri-
tious, more environmen-
tally sustainable, that is 
fulfilling our nutritional 
needs while making sure 
that we’re addressing the 
challenging environmental 
times we find ourselves in.”

Istvan Rajcan is a professor of plant agriculture and soybean researcher at the University of 
Guelph. Submitted
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

ArtsArts The Stratford Festival’s latest film, Richard 
III, featuring Colm Feore in the title role, 
will première in Cineplex theatres across 
Canada on Apr. 16, with encore screenings 
on Apr. 17. The production shines new light 
on Shakespeare’s tale of lethal ambition. This 
fall Richard III is coming to Stratfest@Home, 
the Stratford Festival’s streaming platform.
www.stratfordfestival.ca

The Waterloo Region Immigration Part-
nership and the Social Service Worker 
program at Conestoga College will screen 
The Six on Mar. 29 at the college’s Doon 
Campus. The film sheds light on the chal-
lenges and obstacles people may face as 
they embark on a journey to a new country.
www.eventbrite.ca

Stratford on the big screen Screening of The Six

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

AFTER SIGNING HER 
FIRST PUBLISHING deal, 
a Moorefield-based author 
recently released her 
debut novel.

Retired teacher Ivanka 
Fear has written five books 
in her Blue Water Mystery 
series and has signed a 
publishing contract with 
Maryland-based Level 
Best Books for the series.

The first Blue Water 
Mystery novel, The Dead 
Lie, tells the story of Lana, 
who grew up in Hamilton 
and had a traumatic expe-
rience when she was 18. 
This leads her to change 
her identity and move to 
Northern Ontario. After 

There’s no mystery in how she’s spending her retirement
Actually, there are plenty of mysteries on tap as Moorefield’s Ivanka Fear sees the publication of her first novel

11 years, Lana returns 
home only to face a series 
of mishaps. After her 
parents die in a car acci-
dent, she finds their birth 
certificates and realizes 
things were not as they 
seemed. Lana then starts 
to discover what really 
happened to her parents 
and who she is.

“It’s kind of a journey of 
self-discovery. She wants 
to find out who her parents 
really were, who she is, 
what exactly happened 
to her parents and why 
they’re dead,” Fear said.

Following her retire-
ment from teaching, Fear 
was looking for a hobby 
to fill her time and turned 
to writing poetry in June 
2018. However, she did 

not start out looking for a 
second career. 

“I went back to some-
thing that I enjoyed when 
I was a child, and always 
loved to read and write. So 
I went back to that hobby, 
wrote a poem and wrote 
another poem [after that],” 
she said.

“It wasn’t something 
that I just said, ‘OK, I’m 
going to write now.’ I actu-
ally woke up one morning 
and had this poem in my 
head, so I wrote it down. 
And the next morning, I 
had another poem in my 
head when I woke up. 
It just blossomed from 
there.”

At her husband’s sugges-
tion, Fear has published Ivanka Fear’s new book, The Dead Lie, is the first in a series. Bill Atwood

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

FOR ALL THINGS 
THREAD, YARN, fibre 
and fabric, head to St. 
Jacobs this week, as the 
village is once again home 
to a festival celebrating the 
fibre arts.

With permission, staff 
and volunteers with the 
Three Sisters Cultural 
Centre are rebooting 
the St. Jacobs Quilt and 
Fibre Art Festival, which 
had run for more than 
two decades before the 
pandemic struck.

The event is now WEFT 
Fest: the Woolwich 
Expressions in Fibre 
Traditions Festival.

“Just before the 
pandemic hit, those 
ladies [the St. Jacobs Quilt 
and Fibre Art Festival 
committee] were about 
to celebrate their 25th 
year running the Quilt 
and Fibre art show. They 
retired the show,” said 
Three Sisters artistic direc-
tor Jax Rula, who makes  
handmade dolls.

“My sisters and I built 
this centre totally with the 
idea that one of the things 
we would do is be able to 
be part of that show. I set 
up the hanging system 

specifically down the 
center beam here to hang 
quilts.

“I went and talked to 
those ladies and said 
we’re all ready to be part 
of the show. And they said 
‘We’re retired.’ And it was 
very, very sad. I couldn’t 
really get them to pick it 
up again, but they gave 
us their blessing and said 
go ahead and do it your-
selves, you just have to 
change the name. ‘Quilt 
and Fiber Art Festival’ 
really covers pretty much 
everything that it is, so we 
had to come up with a new 
name.”

Weft is a weaving term 
for the threads that are 
woven crosswise to make 
fabric. They are woven 
over and under the length-
wise threads known as the 
warp.

“The fibre arts are a 
really important part of 
the culture of this region, 
so being able to keep alive 
that tradition of the quilt, 
and fibre arts festival, 
even though it’s in a new 
format, is really important 
to us,” said Rula.

The WEFT Festival’s 
opening gala takes place at 
the Three Sisters Cultural 
Centre today (March 23) at 
6 p.m. Events throughout 

New name, same focus on the fibre arts

Alison Hall, Carolyn Parks and Jax Rula hold up a quilt in honour of the upcoming WEFT Fest, Woolwich 
Expressions in Fibre Traditions Festival, being held in St. Jacobs Mar. 23 to Apr. 2.  Leah Gerber

Woolwich Expressions in Fibre Traditions Festival launches this weekend in St. Jacobs

the festival include a fibre 
arts auction, tea room, 
speaker series, vendors’ 
market, fashion show, 
quilt display, guild show, 
workshops and felted 
art show and sale. The 
closing gala is on April 2 at 
4 p.m. at the Three Sisters 
Cultural Centre.

“I think [this festival] is 
important for exposure,” 
said Alison Hall, an artist 
participating in the event. 
“Because if you didn’t 
have something like this 
happening, then where 
would you do it? You’d 
have to find out your own 
methods to put your stuff 

out there. And it’s not 
always online, that’s not 
always going to be the 
way to go. And for fibre, 
you can’t really see stuff 
online anyway. You can 
look up close at all the 
little threads and the little 
details much better in 
person.”

Hall is a needle felting 
artist who got her start in 
2012 after seeing a video 
on YouTube. “It was not a 
popular thing back then,” 
she said.

She now works out of 
the Three Sisters Cultural 
Centre under her company 
name, Woolly Wonder-
lings.

“Fibre art has, particu-
larly with felting anyways, 
has been very much 
relegated to sort of the 
artisanal craft arena, 
which is fine. I mean, I 
respect it completely. And 
it’s definitely a legitimate 
form of fibre art,” said 
Carolyn Parks, another 
needle felting artist who is 
showing and speaking at 
the event.

“I just think that this 
festival in particular is 
going to really allow us to 
showcase some of the finer 
art, and I don’t mean that 
in a snooty way. I mean 
that in the application of 
two dimensional wall art 
where you’re seeing tapes-
tries and you’re seeing 
pieces and you’re seeing 
display items,” she said.

“I think that it’s just 
really exposing people to 
fibre art in a way that they 
have never been exposed 
to before in some cases.”

→ MYSTERY WRITER 28
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Farm Services
KILN DRIED CORN 
D E L I V E R E D  B Y 
Einwechter. Minimum 
15 ton lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Help Wanted

NOW HIRING! 
More Than Just A Job - We Offer An 

Opportunity To Grow! 
Start By Sending Your Resume Today!

Conestogo Agri Systems, a family owned and operated business is looking 
to grow! For you, this means we could have the position you are looking for!

Whether your expertise and experience relate to Order Desk Sales/Service 
or Equipment Installation/Service, your next Opportunity just might be 
waiting here for YOU!!

Are you:
• Willing to learn?
• Detail oriented with excellent organizational and multi-tasking skills?
• Able to meet timelines and deadlines and use time effectively and efficiently?
• Able to frequently take initiative?

We specialize in Selling, Installing and Servicing Dairy and Farmstead 
Equipment with a progressive and detail-oriented team, based on 
dedication to Customer Service, and quality workmanship.

The various opportunities available could entail a variety of different skills, 
depending on the position that would suit your skillset best.

Welding, electrical, plumbing, assembly and troubleshooting for an 
Equipment Service/Installation Opportunity.

Business software, general computer skills, customer service skills and the 
ability to source parts online for the Order Desk Sales/Service Opportunity.

A farming or agriculture background would be considered an asset and 
would be preferred, but is not required.

If you would be interested in joining our Dynamic Team, and would like to 
know if there is an opportunity waiting here for you…

Please e-mail your resume and indicate what your 
area of expertise would be to: info@conestogoagri.ca

Based on your experience, we offer 
competitive wages, benefits and an RRSP Program

“We thank all applicants for their interest, however, 
only those selected for an interview will be contacted”

Conestogo Agri Systems Inc. is fully committed to 
abiding by all equal opportunity employment standards.

Help Wanted

Looking for individuals to help in our growing 
lumber yard, picking orders, loading and 

unloading trucks, and general yard duties. 
Must be team-oriented, ambitious, responsible 

and available mornings. 
We provide a safe, professional environment and 

o�er competitive wages and bene�ts.

LOOKING FOR 
FULL TIME 

OR PART TIME 

YARD
HELP

arnold@marspan.com    519-638-3505
EMAIL OR FAX RESUME TO

building centre

Looking for individuals to help in our growing Looking for individuals to help in our growing 

building centrebuilding centre

IN ELMIRA

MAR-SPAN

Help Wanted

Part Time Pharmacy 
Technician/Assistant 

required. 
Experience in the 

dispensary in a pharmacy 
setting is an asset. 

Good communication skills 
and able to successfully 

work in a team environment. 
Drop off resume in person: 

10 Church St. W. Elmira
519.669.8282

Attention: Samer Mikhail
or email:

totalhealth112@hotmail.com

WOOLWICH 
TOTAL 

HEALTH 
PHARMACY

Help Wanted

Student/Youth
Employment Opportunities

(Full Time – May/June to September)
(Up to 6 Positions Available)

Community Care Concepts provides high quality support 
services throughout the Townships of Woolwich, Wellesley 
and Wilmot that enable seniors and adults with disabilities to 
remain as independent as possible in their own homes. 
Community Care Concepts is a non-pro�t volunteer-based 
organization.

We are searching for students/youth to work in a variety of 
roles including a Community and Social Services Worker, an 
Activities Leader – Seniors and a Case Aide (5 days per week– 
35 hours per week – starting as early as mid-May to September).

The Community and Social Services Worker will work in our 
home and community-based programs across Woolwich, 
Wellesley and Wilmot Townships. The Activities Leader-Seniors
will work in our adult day programs and group-based 
community programs across the Townships. Both will be directly 
involved in delivering programs and services to meet the social, 
physical, emotional and cognitive needs of our clients.  

We also searching for a Case Aide to provide a variety of 
administrative and direct service functions associated with 
the case management of clients and the coordination of our 
programs and services within our Elmira of�ce.  

Candidates must meet the eligibility of the Canada Summer 
Jobs program including:

• be between 15 and 30 years of age at the start of the 
employment

• be a Canadian citizen, permanent resident, or person to 
whom refugee protection has been conferred under the 
Immigration and Refugee Protection Act for the duration of 
the employment; and,

• have a valid Social Insurance Number at the start of 
employment and be legally entitled to work in Canada in 
accordance with relevant provincial or territorial 
legislation and regulations

The ideal candidates will possess education in recreation, 
gerontology, social services, personal support work or a 
related discipline accompanied by directly related experience 
in working with seniors or adults with disabilities. Computer 
pro�ciency as well as strong oral and written communication 
skills, an ability to work independently, program planning and 
delivery skills and knowledge of the needs of the client base 
are essential. A valid driver’s license and access to a reliable 
vehicle are a de�nite asset. A mandatory vaccination policy is 
in place within the organization.

Quali�ed candidates are invited to submit a resume and cover 
letter no later than 4 pm on Friday March 31, 2023 to:  

Cathy Harrington, Executive Director
Community Care Concepts of 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
929 Arthur Street South

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z2

cathyh@communitycareconcepts.ca

Help Wanted

Please submit your resume to:
info@bonnieschickhatchery.com 

or in person at 18 Arthur Street North, Elmira.

Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

PART-TIME SEASONAL DRIVER
Bonnie's Chick Hatchery is currently hiring a 
Seasonal Driver. The candidate must be an 
experienced driver with a valid G Class license 
with a clean driving record and the ability to 
drive for extended trips. Familiarity with GPS 
devices would be an asset. May be required to 
occasionally tow a trailer. Some lifting and 
physical labour required.  

Duties may also include:  

Handling chicks and eggs while adhering to the 
Animal Welfare and Health & Safety Policies, 
sanitation requirements, preparing eggs and 
chicks for shipment and other duties as required. 
The successful candidate will represent the 
company positively and professionally in 
interactions with customers and be a team player.

Help Wanted

Please submit your resume to:
info@bonnieschickhatchery.com 

or in person at 18 Arthur Street North, Elmira.

Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
FULL TIME HATCHERY
GENERAL LABOURER

Bonnie’s Chick Hatchery Ltd is currently accepting 
resumes for a seasonal full time Hatchery 
General Labourer. Perfect position for a student
to gain experience. We are seeking an energetic, 
self-motivated, reliable person. The successful 
candidate must be able to work in a team 
environment, learn quickly (training provided). 
Physical Labour and lifting will be required.

Your duties will include:

Handling chicks and eggs while adhering to the 
Animal Welfare and Health & Safety Policies. 
Order preparation, clean-up, sanitation and other 
duties as required. Offering a competitive wage.

Farm Services
FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
IN 20KG BAGS. CALL 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
WANTED TO RENT. 
RETIRED, PROFES-
sional gentleman look-
ing to rent a house in 
or near Elmira/Guelph. 
No smoking, no pets, 
good income. For June 
1st. Phone/Text. Kevin 
519-505-3059.

Help Wanted
NOW HIRING AT 
SCHNURR'S GROCERY 
Store in Linwood, two 
to four days per week. 
Note, we are closed 
on Sundays. Call 
519-897-2600.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Help wanted listings and word ads 
continue on page 20
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Go to: mrjutzi.hibid.com/auctions

www.mrjutzi.ca

M. R. JUTZI & Co.
5100 Fountain St. N., Breslau   519.648.2111

March 28thch 28

SPRING TOOL & EQUIPMENT
TIMED ONLINE AUCTION

Cars, Trucks and Equipment
Saturday, April 1st  at 9:30 am
C T cks nd E i

SPRING VEHICLE AUCTION
-  WEBCAST ONLINE

Auction

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

WE ARE HIRING
Woodworking Machinist 

Cabinet Sales & Design 

Cabinet Installer

Cabinet Installer
(Bracebridge Location)

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and 
growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Help Wanted

LIVE AUCTION SALE
Of

Fork lifts, Tool & Die Equipment, tools, tooling, 
industrial sewing machines, and more, 

to be held at 1550 King St. North, St. Jacobs, 
for Rainbow Tool & Die Inc., on

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5TH @ 9:30 A.M.

HOME BUILT FORK lift, gas, 350 GM 
motor. Clark propane fork lift, not running.  
Universal Boring Machine Co. horizontal 
Boring Machine, 7ft. centre to centre, 3 ½ 
X 5ft. table. Lagun VD6 horizontal milling 
machine. Reid Brothers surface grinder, 6 
X 18in. bed (220 volt).  ELB surface grinder, 
8 X 24in. bed. Brown Boggs 20A OBI punch 
press, 4in. stroke. CMC P3 18 ton mechanical 
punch press. Small mechanical punch press.  
Warner & Swasey 2-A Turret lathe, 20in. 
swing, bed approx. 24in. Wisconsin 12ft. 
brake with dies, 65 ton, (also 3 sets of 12ft. 
sheet metal dies selling separately). Craig 
& Donald 10ft. X ½ in. mechanical shear.  
Rushworth 8ft. X 3/16in. shear. American 
Tool radial arm drill. Elliott steel band saw 
(single phase). Bewo 12in. cold cut saw, 
manual. 2 splitting heads (approx. 10 & 14in.). 
20in. band saw (110 volt).  Delta Mitre Saw. 
1in. steel roller. L-tec VI-252 mig welder. 
Airco mig welder.  Weld-o-Matic FTX spot 
welder. Airco Model CV-200 II Aircomatic 
welder. Linde V1-252 wire feed welder, 250 
amp.  Radial frequency welder (heat sealer), 
220 volt. Drill presses. 12 X 12in. heavy mill 
vice. 2 stationary air compressors (1 – 5hp 
single phase). Heat treating oven, as is.  
8in. combination thickness planer/jointer.  
Industrial sewing machines (Singer 132K6, 
Singer 300W (3 needle), Singer 211 G156, 
Singer 112 G139 - 2 needle, Juki LU-563.  
Singer embroidery machine. Racking. Rolls 
of new vinyl, leather, etc. Acetylene torch.  
Hand tools. Tooling. Lots of dies. Welding 
steel. Assorted new zippers. Lots of scrap 
metal plus 2 wagonloads related items. 
NOTE – Preview Saturday April 1st  9 – 3pm or 
by appointment. Items selling in “as is” condition. 
See www.gerberauctions.net for photos.  
TERMS – Cash, debit or cheque with I.D.  5% 
buyer’s premium. All payments to be made 
day of sale. Small forklift available sale day 
for items up to 1 ton. Large items to be picked 
up April 8th 9am – 1pm or by appointment.  
You will need to supply a rigger for a couple 
of the largest machines.

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AuctionHelp Wanted

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER (SERVICE) 
Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in Gas Fitting, 
Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, Air Conditioning, Sheet Metal, 
Plumbing, and High Pressure Cleaning Systems. We service agricultural, 
light commercial and residential systems. 

We are currently seeking an experienced Journeyman Plumber who is 
interested in service work, a team player and able to work with minimal 
supervision. Qualifications in Refrigeration, Gas Fitting, or Sheet Metal 
would be an asset but not a requirement. 

Tri-Mech offers competitive wages and health benefits. Wages are 
dependent upon qualifications and experience. 

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of application or resume by fax to 
519-638-3342, or by email to jobs@trimech.ca 

TECHNICAL SALES \ PRESSURE WASH EQUIPMENT

Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in Gas Fitting, Hydronic 
Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, Air Conditioning, Sheet Metal, Plumbing, 
and High Pressure Cleaning Systems. We service agricultural, light 
commercial and residential systems. 

We are currently seeking a motivated individual who is interested in promoting 
Pressure Wash Equipment and Robotic Washers for Swine facilities. 

Duties include but not limited to: 

• Sales of Pressure Wash and Robotic Washers 
• Demonstrating Robotic Washers in Swine Facilities 
• Assembly and Repair of Pressure Washers and Robotic Washers 
• Purchasing of Pressure Wash Equipment 
• An agricultural background would be an asset. 
Tri-Mech offers competitive wages, bonuses and health benefits. No 
experience necessary training will be provided. Wages are dependent upon 
qualifications and experience. 

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of application or resume by fax to: 
519-638-3342, or by email to jobs@trimech.ca

ASSISTANT SERVICE MANAGER 
Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in Gas Fitting, 
Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, Air Conditioning, Sheet Metal, 
Plumbing, and High Pressure Cleaning Systems. We service agricultural, 
light commercial and residential systems.

We are currently seeking a motivated and organized individual who is 
interested in supporting our service manager. Basic computer skills are 
a requirement.

Duties include but not limited to: 

• Customer Service 
• Scheduling Service Technicians 
• Ordering parts from suppliers 
• Inventory Control 

Tri-Mech offers competitive wages, bonuses and health benefits. No 
experience necessary training will be provided. Wages are dependent 
upon qualifications and experience. 

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of application or resume by fax to:
519-638-3342, or by email to jobs@trimech.ca

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Wanted
WE BUY COLLECT-
IBLES, COINS, CHINA, 
antiques, partial and 
full estates, old pocket 
watches, tin toys, and 
anything interesting. 
Call Joe 519-889-0178.

Rentals
2 BEDROOM APART-
MENT AVAILABLE 
near downtown Elmira. 
Call 226-600-0135.

Real Estate
FOR SALE: CHARMING 
4BR/2BA HOME IN 
Floradale. Spacious 
layout with a .5 acre 
lot. Convenient loca-
tion 2217 Floradale Rd. 
Contact us to schedule 
a viewing!" $589,900 
ph.226-780-8702 
MLS#40362813

Coming 
Events

DROP BY THE 1ST 
ANNUAL SPRINGTIME 
Bazaar at the Elmira 
Legion on Sunday, 
March 26th from 10 am 
3 pm. A wide variety of 
local vendors will have 
products ranging from 
home decor, clothing 
items, maple syrup, 
fresh flowers, sweet 
treats, Easter gift 
baskets, and more!

Garage Sales
ESTATE/DOWNSIZING 
SALE. BRING BAGS/
boxes. Sat. March 25, 8 
a.m.- 1 p.m., 11 Bluebird 
Pl., Elmira. Hand and 
garden tools, cameras, 
books, art, household 
and much more!

GARAGE SALE - SAT. 
APRIL 1, 8:30 - 1:30 
for the late Abner H. 
Martin Estate. 3550 
Lichty Road, RR#1 
Linwood.

MOVING SALE – SAT. 
MARCH 25TH, 10 A.M. 
– 2 p.m. 7 Stonefield 
Dr., West Montrose.  
Everything must go, 
all reasonable offers 
accepted. 

Help wanted 
listings and 

word ads  
continued 

from page 19

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
	 	 (20¢	per	extra	word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
	 	 (30¢	per	extra	word)

Hire local with the power of print and online.
Book job listing: 519-669-5790 ext 104

jobs.observerxtra.com

Make your next hire.
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CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

1-545 Elm Ave., Listowel             MLS   $489,900.00

13 Memorial Ave, Elmira             MLS  $499,000.00

Offi  ce: 519-669-2772
Brad Direct: 519-741-6231
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

36 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

56 Peter St., St. Clements         MLS

SOLD

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

$499,900
Lot 13, Side Road 12, Moorefield
Dreaming of the perfect spot to build your dream house in the country?  
Here is your chance with 9 acres, located close to both Drayton and 
Moorefield.  Property has both fields and bush ..  ideal for a hobby farm! 
Located approximately 40 minutes for Waterloo Or Stra�ord! And 
approximately 50 minutes from Guelph ideal for a family recrea�onal spot, 
while you plan your forever home. MLS 40353723

$290,000 
021559 Grey Road 16, Keady
Incredible opportunity and Poten�al. Live in while finishing any 
renova�ons at your own pace. This 1500 square foot home has had some 
improvements, roof – 2021, updated 200 Amp Electric panel, Sep�c 2021.   
This is your opportunity to own your own home … and room to make it 
your forever home, or perfect for all investors.  Large back yard with plenty 
of room to entertain!  .. book your showing today MLS# 40342465

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Emily Minielly

519-504-6247
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com

ELMIRA - Check out this 5 Bedroom Bungalow in Birdland! This unique opportunity gives you 
the option of multi-generational living or a single-family dwelling... you choose! The main floor 
has 3 Bedrooms, a fair-sized kitchen, a dining room, living room with big bright windows 
overlooking the covered front porch, 4-piece bathroom and a main floor laundry room. Walk out 
from the dining room to a shaded deck and relax in the yard with the view of mature trees. This 
open concept basement has 2 bedrooms, its own kitchen and laundry room, 4-piece bathroom, 
dinette area, 2 living room spaces, and lots of storage. You will be impressed with the overall 
open feel of this home. The doublewide, concrete driveway provides parking for 2 and the 
oversized single garage is perfect for the car enthusiast and is equipped with a hoist. Close to 
schools, downtown, rec centre, public transit and more. Come and see this nicely finished and 
well-kept home that is sure to impress! MLS 40373050

$650,000$650,000

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira  519-669-5426

KITCHENER - Welcome to 44 Carrol St. in the beautiful city of Kitchener. Located close to all 
your amenities including; schools, parks, shopping, expressway and highway. This all brick 
bungalow has so much to offer! 3 bedrooms, a dining room and galley kitchen, 2 bathrooms, 
finished basement with a bar and rec room, garage, large driveway, walk-out from your dining 
room to your patio leading you to your fully fenced large private backyard with a storage shed 
and a waterfall fish pond setting the perfect atmosphere. Take the virtual tour, browse through 
the photos, then BOOK your private showing today!

$750,000$750,000

PRIVATE
SALE
130 Killdeer Rd., 
Elmira
$679,000
1135 square foot all brick 
bungalow built in 2006. 
Two bedrooms, two 
bathrooms; unfinished 
basement. New roof in 2022. 
Backing onto walking trail.
Call 519 699 0283 for 
information.

... without blowing your budget.
Source local talent

jobs.observerxtra.com

PUT YOUR 
MONEY 
WHERE YOUR 
HOUSE IS  
Support the local 
businesses that keep 
your community and its 
newspapers thriving.

Fibre art pieces by Jax Rula and Carolyn Parks are examples of the 
kind of work to be found at the upcoming WEFT Fest. See story 
on p. 18.  Leah Gerber
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Many In-Stock or Custom Bathroom Vanities, Kitchen Cabinetry, Flooring 
and Tiles, Blinds, Shades, Fashion Plumbing • Our experienced personell 
and designer will help you work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

(ELMIRA)

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

Must bring coupon in or use code “repair22”

$10 OFF$10 OFF PATIO DOOR SCREEN 
REPLACEMENT

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

www.perfectpitchhearing.com

29A Church St. W. 
Elmira, ON

519-210-3030

WE’RE THE 

FOR ALL YOUR 
HEARING NEEDS

WE’RE THE 

FOR ALL YOUR 
HEARING NEEDS

PERFECT CHOICEPERFECT CHOICE

BOOK A FREE 
HEARING TEST TODAY!

BOOK A FREE 
HEARING TEST TODAY!

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES
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Obituary

Death Notice

KURTZ, VINCENT CLARE - Passed away 
with his family by his side at Riverside Glen, 
Guelph, on Saturday, March 18, 2023.

Weber, Elsie (Martin)
Peacefully went home to be with 
her Lord on Thursday, March 16, 
2023 at Parkview Manors, Floradale, 
at the age of 88 years. Elsie was the 
beloved wife of Clarence Weber for 
62 years. Dear mother of Carolyn 
(Lamar) Freeman of Fergus, Darrell 
Weber of Listowel, Darlene (Glen) 
Wideman of Palmerston, Ron (Cindy) 
Weber of Mac Tier, Dennis (Yvonne) 
Weber of Linwood, and Jeanette 
(Maynard) Metzger of Elmira. Precious 
grandmother of 30 grandchildren 
and 25 great-grandchildren. Dear 
sister of Margaret Freeman of Alma, 
Earl (Alice) Martin of Waterloo, and 
Laverne (Adele) Martin of St. Thomas. 
Predeceased by her parents Cleason 
and Elizabeth (Brubacher) Martin, 
brother Harvey (Minerva) Martin, 
sister Reta (Enos) Brubacher, brothers-
in-law Elmer Freeman, Ivan Martin, 
and Aden Frey. Visitation was held 
from 6-8 p.m. on Saturday, March 18, 
2023, and from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. on 
Sunday, March 19, 2023 at Crystal View 
Mennonite Church, 2167 Floradale Rd., 
Floradale. A funeral service took place 
at 2 p.m. on Monday, March 20, 2023 at 
Crystal View Mennonite Church with 
interment following in the adjoining 
cemetery. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to Christian Aid Ministries 
would be appreciated and may be 
made through the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira. A special thank you 
to all the medical staff who made it 
possible for Mom to stay at home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Lyons, Ernest
Ernest Lyons passed away peacefully 
with his family by his side at Guelph 
General Hospital on Friday, March 
3, 2023, after a brief illness. Ernest is 
survived and will be greatly missed 
by his wife of 45 years, Elizabeth 
(Swijters). Proud Father of Darragh, 
Ciara Shantz, and her husband Patrick 
Shantz. Loving Grandad of Briea 
and Reilly Shantz. Brother of Ailish 
Lyons. His many nieces and nephews 
will miss his guidance and support 
that he provided to them over the 
years. He has now joined his parents 
Anne (Ashmore) and Ernest Lyons 
(Sr.), as well his sisters, Maureen and 
Carmel. Ernest was born and raised in 
Marino in Dublin, Ireland. As a young 
lad, he loved hiking in the Wicklow 
mountains, and had a fondness 
for getting into mischief with his 
friends. Although the family trade 
was in printing, his true passion was 
music - rock and roll in particular. As 
a young man, his family immigrated 
to Canada, where they eventually 
settled in the Toronto area. It was here 
where he began his career in the music 
industry, playing in various bands for 
many years before getting involved 
behind the scenes in the recording 
studio, where he enjoyed a lengthy 
and successful career. He continued 
his singing gigs on the side, with many 
memorable nights enjoyed by friends 
and family. There was nothing more 
important to Ernest than his family, 
and he loved to spend time with his 
wife, children and grandchildren. 
He was a true gentleman who always 
saw the glass as half full. Charming, 
outgoing and witty, with a great 
sense of humour, he always showed 
a genuine interest in those around 
him, and loved a good conversation. 
Friendships were cherished by Ernest, 
and he maintained many throughout 
the entirety of his life. Like a true 
Irishman, he enjoyed having a pint at 
the local pub, Rural Roots, where he 
made many new friends and special 
connections. Ernest loved the outdoors 
and the wilderness, and enjoyed his 
daily walks on various trails in the area. 
A special thanks to the doctors, nurses 
and respiratory therapists at both 
Groves Memorial Community Hospital 
and Guelph General Hospital ICU for 
the kindness, compassion and care 
that Ernest received during his stay 
there. Memorial donations to Trees 
for Woolwich would be appreciated, 
and can be made through Dreisinger 
Funeral Home in Elmira. Cremation 
has taken place and a celebration of life 
will take place at Rural Roots Brewing 
Company in Elmira, on May 27, 2023 
from 2 p.m. onward. In celebration of 
Ernest, please sing a song, raise a glass, 
and have a conversation in his honour.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Straus, Don
Don Straus passed away March 18, 2023 
at 10:05 A.M. at St. Mary’s Hospital at 
87 years of age. He died in the arms 
of his wife (of 67 years) Barbara and 
daughters, Janice Partridge (Larry) 
and Lori Courtemanche (Scott). 
He was grandpa to Colin Partridge, 
Michael Partridge (Christine), Alisha 
Cannon (Jordan) and Jordi Finnegan 
(D’Arcy). Great grandpa to Dylan 
Partridge and Kegan Partridge. Don 
loved each and everyone soooo much 
and they all sure loved him back. Don 
was predeceased by his sisters, Eileen 
Szasz (Chuck), Jean Sass (Ron) and 
brother Jim (Mary). Survived by his 
sisters Rita Lavigne (Pete), Grace 
Lanteigne (Paul), Anne Oakley (Russ) 
and brothers Kelly (Pat) and Murray 
(Mary) and many awesome nieces and 
nephews who he loved sooo much. 
Don was a Kitchener firefighter for 
30 years, professional baseball player 
for Linwood and played baseball 
for Breslau, football for the KW 
Dutchman, hockey for the Fire Dept. 
and more. What he loved most was his 
family…♥♥♥… Don always liked to 
support St. Mary’s Hospital. As per 
Don’s wishes, cremation has taken 
place and a gathering to remember 
Don will be held at a later date. Visit  
www.henrywalser.com for Don’s 
memorial.

 ❖ www.henrywalser.com

Obituary

3865 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-7575

VILLAGE
HOME
HARDWARE

www.homehardware.ca

Your 
donation 
matters.

The Next Linwood Clinic: 
at Linwood Community Centre
Friday, March 31, 2023
4 – 8 pm 

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter

1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

ↆ L I N W O O D  B L O O D  D O N O R

Stratford  
500 Wright Blvd
519-271-2111 or 
1-877-699-0601

Listowel
515 Maitland Ave. S
519-291-3276 

Visit southwestvets.ca

Book now at blood.ca

 ↆPUZZLE SOLUTIONS

P L E A S A N T

Family Announcement Advertising: 
Ads will be accepted in person, email,  
or phone  during regular office hours. 

Deadline is Wednesdays by 10am. 

Announce it in  
the Observer.

Single:  $28 per insertion 
  
Double:  $38 per insertion 

Triple:  $48 per insertion

Order online at: 
observerxtra.com/order-family-album
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living HereLiving Here Bereaved Families of Ontario – Midwest-
ern Region (BFO-MR) is currently accept-
ing registrations for its spring grief 
support programs, as well as its training 
program for volunteer facilitators. Train-
ing takes place Wednesday May 24 from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. (virtually) and Saturday 
May 27 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (in-person).
www.bfomidwest.org

A year-long joint fundraising campaign by 
St. Mary’s General Hospital and Grand River 
Hospital foundations has raised $10 million 
toward magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) in 
both hospitals: $7.6 million will bring home 
the first MRI to St. Mary’s General Hospital, 
while $2.4 million has helped to upgrade the 
second MRI machine at Grand River Hospi-
tal.

Grief support programs MRI campaign pays off

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I am 
27 and have heavy men-
strual cycles. In the past 
year, I have begun to have 
more pelvic pain, espe-
cially during my period. 
A friend said I should get 
checked for fi broids. What 
are fi broids, and how do 
you treat them?

ANSWER: Uterine 
fibroids, also called leio-
myomas or myomas, are 
benign masses that come 
from the muscle portion of 
the uterus.

What are fibroids?

Fibroids are common. 
Approximately 80% of 
people born with a uterus 
will develop fibroids, but 
not everyone has symp-
toms. Fibroids are most 
often diagnosed between 
the ages of 20 and 40 years 
old.

The cause of fibroids 
is unknown, although 
estrogen and progesterone 

appear to promote the 
growth of fibroids. Scien-
tists are looking into other 
possible risk factors, such 
as family history, early 
onset of menstruation and 
lifestyle factors. People 
of African descent have 
a greater risk of fibroids, 
which can occur at an 
earlier age and produce 
more severe symptoms.

The main types of symp-
toms caused by fibroids 
are:

Heavy or prolonged 
menstrual bleeding. This 

can include changing a 
tampon or pad every hour, 
having bleeding for more 
than seven days or bleed-
ing that prevents you from 
doing normal activities 
like going to work.

Pain. Most commonly, 
fibroids cause pain during 
your period, but if they 
are large, they can cause 
a constant feeling of pres-
sure or fullness — similar 
to being pregnant.

Bulk symptoms. This 
can include seeing a 
bulge in your abdomen, 

like looking pregnant 
when you are not; urinary 
frequency; difficulty pass-
ing bowel movements; or 
feeling full constantly.

In some women, repro-
ductive issues, including 
difficulty getting pregnant 
or miscarriage, may be a 
sign of fibroids.

Given that excessive 
menstrual bleeding and 
pelvic pain may be signs 
of any number of issues, 
I always recommend that 
any person experiencing 
pain or heavy periods 

should visit their gynecol-
ogist.

Fibroids often can be 
felt on physical exam. 
Usually when the uterus 
is enlarged or irregular, an 
ultrasound is ordered as 
the first test to diagnose 
fibroids.

Both medical and surgi-
cal treatment options are 
available to treat fibroids. 
Treatment is individu-
alized to each patient, 
depending on which 
symptoms are most both-

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

SOME ITEMS NOT RECY-
CLABLE VIA the tradi-
tional Blue Box program 
can now be diverted via a 
new program in Elmira.

Barb Smith of Gale Pres-
byterian Church said she 
attended a Reep House 
webinar about recycling 
items that are difficult to 
recycle. She learned about 
the concept of recycling 
hubs, which are places 
around the region set up 
to take in items that can’t 
be thrown into the blue 
bins, and she thought 
Gale could be one of those 
hubs.

“I’ve been involved with 
environmental things 
since 1989, since the water 
crisis started here in 
Elmira. So it’s something 
that I am aware of and go 
out of my way to do,” she 
said.

The recycling program 
is organized and run by 
TerraCycle, a company 
that collects and recycles 
items not accepted in 
the municipal diversion 

system. The company 
offers programs to recycle 
various products and 
packaging that anyone 
can participate in.

Smith connected with 
Connie Lum, who set up a 
recycling hub at Rockway 
Community Centre in 
Kitchener in 2022. Lum 
heard about TerraCycle in 
the course of her work as 
an environmental consul-
tant. 

In 2021, she approached 
the Eastwood Neigh-
bourhood Association 
with her idea to start a 
TerraCycle recycling hub 
at the community centre, 
a plan soon approved 
by the board. Then she 
held a survey through the 
group’s Facebook page 
to see if the neighbours 
would be interested and 
what kind of items they 
would like to recycle. 
That determined which 
recycling programs she 
selected.

“In 2022, we made two 
shipments – a total of 7.64 
kg (16.84 lbs) of waste was 
diverted from our little 
community. I am work-

Going beyond the Blue Box

→ RECYCLING 27

Barb Smith with the recycling containers in place at Gale Presbyterian Church. Leah Gerber

Elmira church introduces TerraCycle program that collects items not covered by regular municipal recycling systems

ing on filling up the third 
shipment (the first in 
2023) in bigger shipping 
boxes,” said Lum. She 
says this year they are 
expanding to include Brita 

water filters, and that 
other recycling programs 
have popped up at other 
community centres after 
she held the webinar with 
Reep Green Solutions 

about how to set up these 
recycling programs. 

Smith said she picked 
the first three programs 
that have so far worked 
for Lum at the Rockway 

Centre, including oral 
care products like used 
toothbrushes, toothpaste 
tubes and mouthwash 
bottles, disposable razors 
and packaging, and used 
Swiffer refills. The oral 
care and razor programs 
are open to any brands. 
The Swiffer refill program 
is for the Swiffer brand 
only.

People can come by the 
church anytime it’s open 
and drop off their used 
products into the labeled 
containers inside the 
vestibule at the front door. 
People don’t even have to 
come all the way into the 
church, said Smith.

The church’s hours are 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. (closed from 12:30 
to 1:30 p.m.), Fridays 9 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 
Sundays mornings during 
the worship service, which 
starts at 10:30 a.m.

Smith will go through 
the bins to take out 
anything that can’t be 
included in the recycling 
programs such as plastic 

→ MAYO CLINIC 27

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

You Can Access Your 
Vehicle Records Online!

As a customer you are given your own account. For each one of your 
vehicles you can check to see repairs & maintenance that are due at your 
next service or coming due in the future. These quotes will include pricing.

You are also able to view your maintenance timelines and a note from 
your service advisor on the plan for your next appointment.

This way you can be prepared for any future expenses while always 
being aware of your vehicle’s health.

Maintaining Your Car And Your Schedule
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Raw asparagus makes 
a lasting impression 
in this spring salad

With the change 
of seasons, it’s 

time for a fresh approach 
to your lunch/dinner 
prep. This vibrant salad 
features raw asparagus, 
rather than a roasted 
version, and an herb-
based dressing.
Round out the meal with 

thinly sliced pears and 
toasted almonds for 
crunch, grapes for a touch 
of sweetness, and goat 
cheese for a bit of tang.

ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test 
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

Asparagus Salad with Grapes, 
Goat Cheese and Almonds

▢ America's 
Test Kitchen
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Lent 5 —
Called to Life

9:30am

Charleen Jongejan Harder preaching

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

FRIDAY, MARCH 24
▢ Friday Food at the Elmira Legion. Doors open at 4 
p.m., serving at 5:45 p.m. Menu: bangers (sausages) 
& mash, veg, roll and dessert, $12/plate. Join us in 
the lounge. All welcome.

SATURDAY, MARCH 25
▢ Are solar panels right for your home? Talk to an 
Engineer, 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the St. Jacobs Fire 
Station. Talk to engineer Scott Cooper of Merlyn 
Power. Learn about: technology update/systems 
options, economics and incentive, ownership expe-
rience, maintenance. Contact Ann Roberts, 519 
514-7027  aroberts@woolwich.ca.

FRIDAY, MARCH 31
▢ Friday Food at the Elmira Legion. Doors open at 4 
p.m., serving at 5:45 p.m. Menu: back bacon on a bun 
with mac & cheese and dessert, $10/plate. Join us in 
the lounge. All welcome.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5
▢ Senior's Community Dining. Community Care 
Concepts invites you to join us at Calvary United 
Church, St. Jacobs, at noon for lunch, fellowship and 
entertainment. Cost: $12. Must pre-register by noon 
March 31 by calling 519-664-1900.

THURSDAY, APRIL 6
▢ Elmira Legion Friday Food on THURSDAY! Happy 
Easter. Doors open at 4 p.m., serving at 5:45 p.m. 
Menu: pulled pork on a bun with fries, coleslaw & 
dessert, $10/plate. Join us in the lounge. All welcome.

FRIDAY, APRIL 7
▢ Maryhill Good Friday Fish & Chips Fundraiser from 
12 noon to 7 p.m. at the Maryhill Heritage Commu-
nity Centre.  Haddock with fresh cut fries, home-
made coleslaw, tartar, lemon & dessert to finish off. 
Complimentary coffee & tea. Hot dogs also available.  
Other refreshments available. Cash only please. Dine 
in-house or to order ahead for take out please call 
519-648-2939.  Or to call with questions.

▢ Kiwanis Good Friday Fish Fry. English Style fish 
and chips, 1/2 pound of haddock, coleslaw, assorted 
pies, coffee, pop. Eat in or take out at Lion’s Hall, 
Elmira.  $25 includes tax and tips.  Kids meal (12 
& under) $12, Hot dog, fries, ice cream, pop. All 
proceeds go to local children’s charity work. Rural 
Root refreshments available for purchase. Get your 
tickets from Elmira Stove Works (519) 669-1281, 
Reads Decorating Centre, (519)669-3658 or from 
any Kiwanis Member. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12
▢ Senior's Community Dining. Community Care 
Concepts invites you to join us at Wellesley Commu-
nity Centre at noon for lunch, fellowship and enter-
tainment. Cost: $12. Must pre-register by noon 
March 31 by calling 519-664-1900.

THURSDAY, APRIL 13
▢ Woodside Evergreen for Seniors, 10:30 a.m., at 
Woodside Church, Elmira. "Happy Heart Equals Good 
Medicine" by Pastor Troy Tobey of Bright's Grove.  A 
program of humour, music, inspiration and spiritual 
encouragement. Suggested donation $10 includes a 
hot lunch.  Registration required by April 9 at www.
woodsidechurch.ca/evergreen or call 519-669-1296.

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

▢ 2 cups fresh mint 
leaves

▢ 1⁄4 cup fresh basil 
leaves

▢ 1⁄4 cup grated 
Pecorino 

▢ Romano cheese

▢ 1 teaspoon grated 
lemon zest plus 2 
teaspoons juice

▢ 1 garlic clove, minced

▢ Salt and pepper

▢ 1⁄2 cup extra-virgin 
olive oil

1. FOR THE PESTO: 
Process mint, basil, 
Pecorino, lemon zest 
and juice, garlic, and 
3⁄4 teaspoon salt in 
a food processor 
until finely chopped, 
about 20 seconds, 
scraping down bowl 
as needed. Transfer 
to a large bowl. Stir 
in oil until combined 
and season with salt 
and pepper to taste.

2. FOR THE SALAD: Cut 
asparagus tips from 
stalks into 3⁄4-inch-
long pieces. Slice 
asparagus stalks 1⁄8 
inch thick on bias into 
approximate 2-inch 
lengths. Add aspar-
agus tips and stalks, 
grapes, goat cheese, 
and almonds to pesto 
and toss to combine. 
Season with salt and 
pepper to taste. Serve.

▢ 2 pounds asparagus, 
trimmed

▢ 6 ounces grapes, 
thinly sliced (1 cup)

▢ 4 ounces goat 

cheese, crumbled (1 
cup)

▢ 3⁄4 cup almonds, 
toasted and chopped

▢ Salt and pepper

For the pesto:

For the salad:

⚠ Parmesan can be substituted for the Pecorino Romano. Grate 
the cheese for the pesto with a rasp-style grater or use the 
small holes of a box grater; shave the cheese for the salad with a 
vegetable peeler. For easier slicing, select large asparagus spears, 
about 1/2-inch thick.
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordFind-A-Word THEME: VEGETABLESWord of the Week

ACROSS
1. Sleek, for short
5. Greek for "vapor"
10. Coal-rich 

German region
14. Knife wound
15. Halt
16. Grapevine disease
17. Lower class among 

the Anglo-Saxons
18. Buffalo of India
19. Back against
20. Extra roll of 

abdominal fat
23. Aegean region
24. Western movie
25. Golfer Ochoa
28. Be sour
30. Amenhotep 

IV's god
31. Patriots' Day month
33. Condo group
36. Vacation memento
40. Washington 

airport code
41. Zambian city
42. Wings
43. Wealth, in India
44. Haggard and 

Oberon
46. Vietnamese tunic
49. Caterpillar hairs
51. Pentagram
57. Foul
58. Brown fur
59. Soil layers

60. Actress Sofer
61. Small finch
62. Hebrew word 

for “trueness”
63. Epochal
64. Sports venue
65. Whiskies

DOWN
1. Ancient gold alloy
2. And yet: Lat.
3. Monetary unit of 

South Africa
4. Following orders
5. Shrub genus.
6. Felt sun hat
7. Japanese graphic form

8. Form of Hosea
9. Attends
10. Pirate, in old slang
11. Heretofore
12. Botanical suffix
13. Time off
21. Plays a major role 

in cellular protein 
homeostasis

22. Young fowl
25. One of the largest 

law enforcement 
agencies in the world

26. Auditory
27. Almond ___ (candy)
28. Malay boat
29. Grafton's "___ 

for Outlaw"
31. Long, long time
32. Abbreviation of 

people (informal)
33. Campus site
34. Anglo-Saxon coins
35. Fruity coolers
37. Like a nerd
38. Food stat.
39. Pet provider
43. Cleverly intricate
44. Workshop of 

Hephaestus
45. The same, in 

prescriptions
46. Prior to, old-style
47. Edmonton 

hockey player
48. Vitebsk's river.
49. Zzzz
50. French pewter
52. Bones, anatomically
53. Aqueduct of 

Sylvius, e.g.
54. Cutting, incision, 

section (Suffix)
55. On the safe 

side, at sea
56. "Darn!"

ACROSS
1. Not settled
6. "Debt of Honor" 

author
7. Nonprofessionals
8. Writer Fallaci
9. 1/100th of a 

markka

DOWN
1. Distress signal
2. Stock up on
3. Deprive of 

courage
4. Boadicea's tribe
5. Power: Prefix
6. Hoof sound

ARTICHOKE
 BEAN
 BEET
 BROCCOLI
 CAPER

 CARROT
 CHARD
 CHIVE
 COLE
 CORN

 CRESS
 GOURD
 GREENS
 KALE
 LEEK

 LENTIL
 MARROW
 NETTLE
 OKRA
 ONION

 PEA
 PLANTAIN
 POTATO
 SAGE
 SOY

 SWEDE
 TOMATO
 TURNIP
 YAM

HETERODOX
Describes something, such an idea or 

belief, that is contrary to or different from 
an acknowledged standard, a traditional 

form, or an established religion.

23

If your company would like to sponsor this page, 
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104 

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

Follow KW Titans

THE AUD   //   400 EAST AVE., KITCHENER

VS
SUNDAY MARCH 26 
TIP-OFF AT 2PM

#wearetitans

ticket INFO @ kwtitans.com 

JOIN US 
FOR A PRO 

BASKETBALL 
GAME IN 

KW!
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 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

ersome, as well as the size, 
number and location of 
the fibroids, and whether 
pregnancy is desired in 
the future.

Most medications aim 
to reduce the heavy bleed-
ing common in people 
with fibroids. Hormonal 
medications — both birth 
control and therapies 
unrelated to birth control, 
as well as nonhormonal 
medications can help 
suppress period bleed-
ing. While medications 
can help shrink fibroids, 
these medications are not 
meant to be taken long 
term.

Multiple surgical 
options are available, 
including minimally inva-
sive surgical approaches 
that are safer and have 
a shorter recovery time. 
Surgical treatments 
include:

Hysterectomy. With a 
hysterectomy, the uterus 
is removed. Removing the 
uterus and the fibroids is 
a great option for people 
who are concerned about 
fibroids coming back in 
the future and have no 
desire for pregnancy. After 
a hysterectomy, there will 
be no menstrual bleeding 
ever again, but a person 

will no longer be able 
to carry a pregnancy. A 
hysterectomy does not 
cause menopause. This 
type of procedure may be 
performed laparoscop-
ically, with incisions no 
bigger than 1 centimeter, 
or the size of your finger-
tip.

Myomectomy. A 
myomectomy is a surgery 
that aims to remove only 
the symptom-causing 
fibroids through the 
vagina or through small 
laparoscopic incisions.

Uterine fibroid embo-
lization. Also known as 
uterine artery emboli-
zation, uterine fibroid 
embolization is a proce-
dure that blocks the blood 
supply to fibroids, causing 
them to shrink within 
several weeks or months. 
Most doctors agree that 
pregnancy is not recom-
mended after this proce-
dure.

Radiofrequency fibroid 
ablation. Radiofrequency 
fibroid ablation is a tech-
nique that uses a device 
inserted into the fibroid 
and destroys the tissue 
with heat. Because this 
is a newer technique, few 
providers are trained in 
this technology, and you 
may need to ask your 

health care provider for a 
referral to a fibroid clinic 
or specialist.

Magnetic reso-
nance-guided focused 
ultrasound. Magnetic 
resonance-guided focused 
ultrasound is performed 
in an MRI machine. This 
treatment uses energy 
through the abdominal 
wall to destroy the fibroid. 
The downside of this 
procedure is that it is only 
offered in certain specialty 
centers, such as Mayo 
Clinic, and it may not be 
covered by insurance.

Endometrial ablation. 
Endometrial ablation 
destroys the lining 
of the uterus using a 
device inserted through 
the vagina. This treat-
ment does not shrink 
the fibroids, but it can 
decrease heavy periods 
caused by fibroids.

If you are diagnosed 
with fibroids, it's import-
ant to know that you have 
many treatment options 
and you can return to 
having a good quality of 
life.

MAYO CLINIC: There are many treatment options for 
fibroids that allow you to return to a good quality of life

→ FROM 24

Fibroids are most often diagnosed between the ages of 20 and 40 years old.

519 Katherine St. N., West Montrose    519-669-9045
Mon – Fri. 9:00 am - 6:00 pm & Sat 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Cash or cheque only 

Fresh Chicken and Duck 

White and Brown Eggs

Fresh Home Baking

Pansies, Hydrangeas, 

Potted Spring Bulbs 

and More!

bags or off-brand refills.
Once full, she will put 

the items into boxes, print 
off the shipping labels 
courtesy of TerraCycle, 
and send them to the 
company. TerraCycle will 
also give a donation to an 
organization of choice for 
each shipment sent in.

The first time she will 
be putting the items 
collected into shipping 
boxes to send to TerraCy-
cle will be at a coffee hour 
after Gale’s church service 
on April 23. 

The programs organized 
by TerraCycle are spon-
sored by the companies 
who make the products, so 
this is why some of them 
are open to items of all 
brands, and others open 
only to the company’s 
specific products.

TerraCycle staff break 
down what the term 
“recyclable” can mean 
on their website. “What 
makes something munic-
ipally recyclable depends 
on whether your local 
recycling company can 
make a profit recycling it,” 
they said.

“If the cost of collecting 
and processing the waste 
is lower than the value of 
the resulting raw material, 
it will likely be locally 
recyclable. If the cost is 
higher, then it likely won’t 
be. The good news is that 
most trash can be techni-
cally recycled – practical 
recyclability all comes 
down to the underlying 
business model.”

The organization works 
with companies that 
sell products to sponsor 
recycling programs, or 
sells recycling programs 
to consumers to cover the 
cost of providing a collec-
tion box, transportation 
to and from the recipient, 
and the cost of sorting, 
cleaning and recycling the 
contents of the material.

TerraCycle develops 

RECYCLING: Program is a way to divert a larger array 
of materials away from municipal landfill sites

→ FROM 24

ways to recycle each waste 
product sent in. First the 
research team determines 
the product’s composi-
tion and decides which 
technical solutions could 
be used to sort, clean and 
turn it into new materials.

Then a process flow 
is created, and the right 
equipment and tech-
niques are mobilized. 
Then, they find partners 
with third-party facilities 
that implement their solu-
tions. Finally, the material 
is sold to manufacturing 
companies who produce 
new products out of the 
recycled material.

On its website, Terra-
Cycle says it goes through 
auditing and verification 
procedures and main-
tains a chain of custody 
of the materials they 
receive. “We guarantee 
that we recycle all of the 
accepted waste sent to 
us through our free and 
paid recycling programs. 
We strictly control the 
movement of materials 
through each part of the 
recycling process so we 

can track and confirm 
where materials were sent 
and for what purpose.”

Lum says a circular 
economy map of retail 
shops, community centres 
and charities around the 
region where people can 
drop off items for reuse 
or repair, or drop off 
materials not accepted 
by the region’s Blue Box 
program, is also avail-
able on the Reep Green 
website, reepgreen.ca.

Smith said she hopes 
Gale’s program with 
TerraCycle will catch on 
with other organizations 
in the community who 
will decide to become 
recycling hubs for differ-
ent products. TerraCycle 
has dozens of programs 
to choose from on its 
website.

“I’m trying to be the 
pebble in the pond,” she 
said. “Just drop the idea 
in there, and hopefully 
the ripple effect will affect 
other places and it’ll get 
picked up by other places. 
You just never know where 
it’s going to end up.”

The program is offered in conjunction with TerraCycle.
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1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-SAT 9AM-6PM
SUNDAY 10AM-5PM
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her poems and short 
stories in several maga-
zines. One of her short 
stories inspired the char-
acter of Lana and her life 
as chronicled in the Blue 
Water Mystery series. 

Fear wrote all five books 
before having a publishing 
deal in place. Receiving a 
deal was “like winning the 
lottery,” Fear explained. 

“It’s so hard to get an 
agent in the first place, it’s 
very difficult. And then 
once you have an agent, 
there’s no guarantee your 
agent can sell your work. 
So I felt very fortunate 
when I got the call from 
my agent telling me that 
we have a deal,” she said.

Fear has signed a 
contract with Level Best 
Books for another mystery 
series titled the Jake and 
Mallory series. The trilo-
gy’s first book, Where is 
My Husband, is due out in 
October.

“The idea actually came 
to me one night when I 
was sitting waiting for my 
husband to be off work. 
He wasn’t out on time, 
so the idea came to me: 
a woman is sitting in her 
car waiting for him and 
he never comes out from 
work. And she wonders 
what’s happened,” Fear 
said.

A lifelong reader and 
writer, Fear gets inspira-
tion from everyday life, 

she explained.
“The ideas come 

to me from just small 
things that happen to 
me, someone I know, or 
something that I’ve read 
about or something I’ve 
seen, maybe something 
I’ve watched. They come 
to me at different times, 
when I’m going for a walk 
or just doing household 
chores, just busy with 
things like that.

“My mind is just 
not concentrating on 
anything, but just free 
to kind of ramble, the 
thoughts ramble through 
my head. Sometimes it’s 
in a dream, or when I wake 
up, I have this idea, and 
then go from there.”

→ FROM 18

MYSTERY WRITER: Moorefield author wrote five books 
in the series even before she found a publisher

Moorefield author Ivanka Fear is already working on new projects. Bill Atwood

 ↆ  T R A V E L  A B R O A D

Rob & Marilyn 
Martin, Elmira

Feb/02/2023 

Sigatoka on the 
Coral Coast of Viti 
Levu Island, Fiji

A winter vacation 
in Fiji to celebrate 
our 40th Anniver-
sary (June 2022).
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