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Give us your mess, 
we’ll take care of the rest!
Serving: Kitchener, Waterloo, Cambridge, Guelph & Surrounding areas

For more information 
or to book your bin: 

zbinrentals.com
519-340-4489

Residential, 
Commercial, Farm 
Residential, 
Commercial, Farm 

7, 10, 14, 16, 20, 40 yard bins available

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

REASSURED THE BENEFITS 
OF A development just north of 
downtown Elmira will outweigh 
any downside, Woolwich coun-
cillors this week approved plans 
for expanding industrial uses 
on the former site of a salvage 
yard.

The decision means the 
owners of 39 Arthur St. N. can 
use 7.7 acres of what was zoned 
open space to park trucking 
trailers.

The land adjacent to Bolender 
Park will be cleared of trees and 
scrub-brush to allow for a gravel 
parking lot. The owners, 39A 
Holdings Ltd., will replace the 
existing trees, mostly invasive 
species in poor condition, with 
new plantings, largely around 
the edges of the property to 
screen the site from nearby resi-
dents and visitors to the park.

Precautions will be taken to 
protect the clay cap in place 
to cover the former municipal 
landfill that extends over much 
of the property.

The township will receive 
some two acres of land to 
expand Bolender Park, a piece 
of land where a watermain runs 
underground and an access trail 
linking the Kissing Bridge Trail 
to the parkland.

Council OKs plan 
for truck lot 
adjacent park site

→ WOOLWICH  12

Staff and students at Elmira’s Riverside Public School took some time for a pancake lunch on Wednesday, with the school 
mascot welcoming his EMSF counterpart Flapjack to the festivities. Top left, Zac is about to take a bite from a pancake. 
Top right, Beckham is excited to receive some pancakes. Bottom left, Daniel with his plate of pancakes. Bottom right, 
Beckham pauses mid-bite for a picture. Leah Gerber

In approving the required 
zoning and official plan amend-
ments needed for the parking 
lot, the township also gets to 
remove the current salvage-yard 
designation on the property, 
manager of planning Jeremy 
Vink told councillors meeting 
Tuesday night.

Site-specific provisions will 
limit the newly rezoned area to 
a gravel parking lot, with a site 
plan that will require the owner 
to plant and maintain trees, as 
well as installing a fence along 
the property line, he added.

Reports prepared by the 
owners’ consultants counter 
the concerns expressed by some 
residents, including traffic, 
noise and dust, Vink noted. 
Studies also allay fears about 
methane on the site.

Part of the property also sits 
atop a former municipal landfill 
site decommissioned decades 
ago, but with lingering methane 
issues.

That issue was addressed in 
a presentation by Dan Holt, 
a resident who lives near the 
site. He told councillors the 
property continues to produce 
methane, adding the site used 
to be served by a gas-collecting 
system that was found to be 
ineffective because of break-
downs and other problems. The 
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TWIN MATTRESS $699
DOUBLE MATTRESS $749
KING MATTRESS $999

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$799

WHITNEYWHITNEY
2-SIDED2-SIDED
EUROTOPEUROTOP
• Flippable Mattress!
• 1166 Pocket Coils
• Viscose Foam Layer
• 2” High Density Foam
• Double Fibre Pad/Lumbar Support

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$299
TWIN MATTRESS $249
DOUBLE MATTRESS $279
KING MATTRESS $499

ADELINE 
EUROTOP

416-13 gauge spring coil system
Organic Bamboo Cover

Heavy duty fibre pad/lumbar support

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE...SLEEP-EZZZ.COM

REFLEXION ADJUSTABLE 

POWER BASES
CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
ONE FOR YOUR NEEDS

REFLEXION PULSE
•HEAD & FOOT LIFT COMFORT
•USB PORTS

CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
ONE FOR YOUR NEEDS

REFLEXION PULSE
•HEAD & FOOT LIFT COMFORT

LIFT BASES 
FROM

ALEXIS
POCKET COIL
816 Zoned Pocket Coils 
with Gel Memory Foam
plus Memory Foam

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

SAVE 
$700

$899
FROM

$899899899$$899899

LISA 
PILLOWTOP
POCKET COIL
816 Zoned Pocket Coils 
with Gel Memory Foam
plus Memory Foam 
plus Latex

SAVE 
$800

TWIN
MATTRESS

$129
CASH & CARRY ONLY

WATERLOO
354 KING ST. N.,
519-746-5056

ON KING, SOUTH OF COLUMBIA 
IN THE AYRES BULK FOOD BUILDING

MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, CLOSED SUNDAYS

KITCHENER
844 COURTLAND AVE., EAST

519-579-7778
AT THE EXPRESSWAY BESIDE 

JAMIESON TRUCK RENTAL
MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, SUN 12-5

CAMBRIDGE
415 HESPELER RD.

519-624-2495
CORNER OF HESPELER & BISHOP

-ACROSS FROM MCDONALDS
MON-FRI  10-6, SAT. 10-5, SUN 12-5

C
O
U
P
O
N

PLUS

$200 OFF
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

ANY
TEMPUR-PEDIC 

MATTRESS
PLUS

NO TAX

GARNET
POCKET COIL
• Comfort Pocket Coils
• Bamboo Cover
• Insulator Pad
• 11/2” Bio Comfort Foam
• 1/2” Bio Trizone Visco

     QUEEN 
       MATTRESS

   $599

SAVE 
$600

BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

     QUEEN 
       MATTRESS

      $$699699

     QUEEN      QUEEN 
       MATTRESS       MATTRESS

      $$799799

TRI-ZONE
POCKET-COIL

TRI-ZONE
POCKET-COIL

FOAM 
ENCASED

VISCO
MEMORY 

FOAM

VISCO
MEMORY 

FOAM

BROOKLYN 
EUROTOP
• 416-13 gauge spring 

coil system 
• Organic Cotton Cover
• Heavy duty fibre pad 

with lumbar support

CHARLOTTE 
PILLOWTOP
• 600-13 gauge spring coils 
• Bamboo Fabric Heavy duty 

fibre pad with lumbar support 
• Edge Guard

TWIN MATTRESS $329
DOUBLE MATTRESS $369
KING MATTRESS $599

TWIN MATTRESS $399
DOUBLE MATTRESS $479
KING MATTRESS $699

TWIN MATTRESS $499
DOUBLE MATTRESS $549
KING MATTRESS $799

  QUEEN MATTRESS

$399
  QUEEN MATTRESS

$499
  QUEEN MATTRESS

$599

MEAGAN
POCKET COIL
• 972 Tri-zone Pocket Coils
• Parameter Foam Support
• Extra Lumbar Support
• Bio-Foam, Eco-Friendly
• Bamboo Fabric

THE RENAISSANCE 
LUXURY FIRM 
• 1200 Zoned Comfort Pockets
• Gel Quilt Foam Layer
• An Extra Layer of BioFoam
• Ice Viscogel Added Layer

TWIN SET $799DOUBLE SET $899KING SET $1499

QUEEN MATTRESS& BOXSPRING!
ONLY$999

PLUS PLUS FREE EXPRESS DELIVERY

TWIN MATTRESS $599
DOUBLE MATTRESS $699
KING MATTRESS   $1299

QUEEN MATTRESS

$799

ENHANCE
TIGHT TOP
• 1” AirCool Foam
• 1/2” Gel Memory Foam
• 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam

TWIN MATTRESS $899
DOUBLE MATTRESS $999
KING MATTRESS   $1599

QUEEN MATTRESS

$1099

COASTAL
PILLOWTOP 
PLUSH
• 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam
• 1/2” Gel Memory Foam
• 2” BeautyTech Gel Foam

TWIN MATTRESS $1299
DOUBLE MATTRESS $1399
KING MATTRESS   $1999

QUEEN MATTRESS

$1499

EXISTANCE
EXTRA FIRM
• 1” RightTemp Wave Foam
• 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam
• 1/2” Beautyrest Gel Foam
• 1” BeautyTech Gel Foam

FREE EXPRESS DELIVERY
1” RightTemp Wave Foam
1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam
1/2” Beautyrest Gel Foam

1299
1399
1999

QUEEN MATTRESS

1499
1/2” Beautyrest Gel Foam
1” BeautyTech Gel Foam

MASSIVE WAREHOUSEMASSIVE WAREHOUSE
OVERSTOCK SALE!
MASSIVE WAREHOUSE
OVERSTOCK SALE!

ADELINE 

NO TAXNO TAXEVERY MATTRESS EVERY MATTRESS 
STOREWIDESTOREWIDE
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If it matters to you.
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page ThreePage Three The ongoing expansion in Breslau this week 
prompted Woolwich council’s approval to 
spend $448,000 for engineering services 
for a sanitary lift/pumping station to service 
the east side lands. The contract for the 
work was awarded to Associated Engineer-
ing (Ont.) Ltd.

The Ministry of Environment announce-
ment this week that it plans to stop test-
ing Elmira’s air quality prompted an angry 
response from environmentalists, who say 
the province is shirking its responsibilities.
From the Mar. 29, 2003 edition of The Observer

The price of expansion From the archives

Dog owners Ted Green and Kevin Bechtel, pictured with his dog Howie, are looking to raise funds for an off-leash dog park in St. Jacobs. 
Bill Atwood

High school robotics teams find themselves in tough competition
Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

THE EDSS AND WOOD-
LAND CHRISTIAN High 
School robotics teams 
both reached top 10 
finishes at the First Robot-
ics competition held last 
weekend at the University 
of Waterloo.

The two teams sent their  
intricately designed and 
apply named robots Sir 
Lancerbot (EDSS), and 
King Louie (Woodland 
Christian) into battle 
against 28 other schools 
from around southwestern 
Ontario.

The competition format 
required each school to 

team up with two other 
schools in 3-on-3 matches 
with the goal of bringing 
game pieces such as balls 
and cones from one side 
of the playing field to the 
other. Teams also scored 
points by docking on 
charge stations, all while 
avoiding their teammates 
and their opponents.  

There was a high level of 
complexity to the compe-
tition, said Eli Sullivan, a 
driver with the Woodland 
Christian team. 

“I’d say that the game is 
more complex this year, 
than last year, because 
last year, there’s just one 
game he had to find and it 
was kind of repeating the 

same sort of thing, but this 
time you can kind of have 
different combinations 
of the way you scored,” 
Sullivan said.

The cones were more 
challenging than the balls, 
said Hudson Janzti, a 
driver and builder of Sir 
Lancerbot.

“With a ball you don’t → ROBOTICS 12

think of which orientation, 
you have to go out a drive 
out to pick it up. With a 
cone, if it’s laying down or 
if it’s upright, how are you 
going to pick that up? It’s 
always different. So you 
have to adapt and make 
your robot work no matter 
what the situation is,” he 

Fundraising effort underway 
for fenced dog park in St. Jacobs

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

A GROUP OF WOOLWICH 
RESIDENTS is looking to 
raise enough funds for a 
second off-leash dog park 
in St. Jacobs. 

The community 
currently has such a facil-

ity on land at the head of 
the Heath Valley Trail in 
the public parking lot on 
Water Street. It consists of a 
mowed pathway and is not 
fenced. However, for some 
dog owners such as Lori 
Karn, there is a need for a 
park that is fenced in.

“I have three dogs. Two 

of my dogs are older, and 
they can definitely go 
there. We go there and 
they just run and every-
thing’s good. But I have a 
two-year-old dog that I’ve 
only owned for six months, 
and she can’t yet because 
she would run away. That’s 
why there’s a need for this,” 

she said of an enclosed 
space.

The proposed second 
park would be encompass 
about 0.4 acres on the 
Heath Valley Trail, a short 
walk from the St. Jacobs 
fire station. The site is 
approximately 460 feet 

→DOG PARK 5

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

OTTAWA’S POSSIBLE 
INTERVENTION IS 
WELCOME news for 
opponents of Doug Ford’s 
development plans in the 
Greenbelt.

Federal Environment 
Minister Steven Guil-
beault says he doesn’t 
believe the Ontario 
government’s claims 
about the need to build 
homes on the Greenbelt, 
calling for an impact study 
on development near 
Rouge National Urban 
Park.

“The minister heard 
numerous concerns from 
Indigenous groups, farm-
ers and non-governmental 
organizations who have a 
historic, cultural and pres-
ent-day connection with 
the park,”  said Stéphanie 
Duchesne, a spokesperson 
for the Impact Assessment 
Agency of Canada (IAAC). 
The IAAC is working with 
the ministry and Parks 
Canada to design and 
implement the study.

“The concerns are that 
the removal of land from 
the Greenbelt could create 
irreversible harm to wild-
life, natural ecosystems 

and agricultural land-
scapes both within Rouge 
National Urban Park, as 
well as reduce the viability 
and functionality of the 
park’s farmland,” she said.

“The goal of the study is 
to assess and understand 
the potential effects of 
past, ongoing, and poten-
tial future development 
on the integrity of the park 
and on the park’s manage-
ment objectives. The 
study would also consider 
potential effects on other 
areas of federal jurisdic-
tion, including on fish and 
fish habitat, migratory 
birds and federal lands.”

Duchesne said the study 
will focus on the matters 
with the greatest impact 
on the areas in question 
under federal jurisdiction. 
“It may be used to inform 
legislative mechanisms 
that may be triggered in 
the future.”

She noted information 
from the study will be 
accessible to the public 
and there will be oppor-
tunities for the public to 
participate.

She said the proposed 
approach and scope for 
the study is being devel-
oped now by staff with 

Federal interest in 
Greenbelt plan a 
boon to opponents

→ GREENBELT 4
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$19.99

HAM

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - 3pm
Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

Reg.$22.99 /lbFRESH VEAL RIB CHOPS

$3.59 /lb
Reg.$4.49/lb

/lb

BONE-IN

PRE ORDER YOUR FRESH, 
LOCALLY RAISED LAMB CUT FOR EASTER

Bill Atwood 
Observer Staff

ON THE HEELS OF A 
resident-organized forum 
to discuss Wellesley’s 
budget and finances, the 
township itself is looking to 
host a town hall event April 
26. Details of the meeting’s 
format are still a work in 
progress.

More than 150 residents 
attended a forum organized 
by the Wellesley Township 
Concerned Citizens group 
on March 16, however 
no one from the town-
ship staff or council was 
present. Before the meet-
ing, township clerk Grace 
Kosch explained provincial 
regulations and a munici-
pal bylaw regarding council 
proceedings prevented a 
majority of the council from 
attending.

The lack of township 
representation was a 
concern for resident Terry 
Koudys. 

“If the mayor is serious 
about having dialogue with 
the constituents, [council] 
could easily change the 

In that committee 
session, councillors 
directed staff to bring back 
a report about hosting 
a township-led open 
meeting. However, if the 
township holds a town hall, 
Koudys says he’s concerned 
that an event moderated 
by someone from the 
township will not allow for 
openness.

“I don’t believe that 
myself or the Wellesley 
Township Concerned 
Citizens group want to see a 
town hall that is moderated 
by township staff. I think 
we need to have a township 
meeting that is moderated 
by an impartial group. 
And that would be I think 
citizens from the township, 
not from township staff,” 
he said.

Koudys suggested 
having two moderators, 
one from the township 
and one resident. Another 
resident, John Rose, one of 
the leaders of the citizens’ 
group, said that while the 
group is looking for these 
meetings to be more of a 
township-led initiative, he 

Wellesley proposes public meeting, 
but residents’ group remains concerned

agreed with Koudys.
“At the end of the day, 

what we want is the town-
ship to take the initiative to 
actually interact with the 
constituents, but if they’re 
coming to that meeting 
with an agenda… well, 
that’s not exactly fair either. 
So there has to be some 
level of impartiality going 
into this from both sides,” 
he said.

“I think where immedi-
ately we’re expecting to go 
with this is just making sure 
that the township comes 
forward with a meeting 
that allows for dialogue and 
questions and answers, and 
just more communication 
and better communication 
with the constituents,” Rose 
added.

Asked about the format 
of the April 26 event and 
the dialogue process, 
Kosch provided only a brief 
response.

“A report to council will 
be heard at the April 4, 2023 
council meeting, proposing 
a date of April 26, 2023 for a 
town hall meeting,” she said 
via email.

bylaws that sits on the 
books today. They’re not 
bound by that bylaw, but 
they are hiding behind the 
bylaw. If they had wanted to 
have a meeting, and the way 
that we had set it up wasn’t 
the correct way to set it up, 
they could have reached 
out to us and said ‘we want 
to have a meeting, too,’” 
Koudys said in an inter-
view with The Observer on 
Monday.

Koudys addressed coun-
cillors at a March 21 meeting 
on behalf of the group, 
noting the delegate format 
wasn’t the proper way to 
have meaningful dialogue.

“These open council 
meetings or meetings of the 
whole where citizens can 
come to speak as delegates 
for a brief five to 10 minutes 
is not a conversation or a 
dialogue. My own presen-
tation here tonight, it’s just 
that, a presentation. I’m 
not engaged with you, nor 
are you engaged with me. 
You’re hearing my words, 
but there’s truly no mean-
ingful dialogue,” he said at 
last week’s meeting.

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

WOOLWICH COUNCIL-
LORS COLLECTED A 
TOTAL of $155,862.7 in 
pay plus $9,623.14 in bene-
fits in 2022, filing mileage 
and meeting expense 
claims of $3,692.08.

In a housekeeping 
measure mandated by the 
province, finance director 
Richard Petherick filed 
a statement of payments 
and expenses that was 
accepted by council at 
Tuesday night’s meeting. 
The Ontario Municipal 
Act gives municipalities 
until March 31 to make the 
details public.

Each of the ward coun-
cillors received $18,782.57, 

while the mayor cost 
taxpayers $50,154.65, 
including $ 14,114.96 for 
serving on the Waterloo 
North Hydro board.

Because 2022 was an 
election year, the pay was 
spread out among a larger 
group than just five coun-
cillors and the mayor.

None of the incum-
bent ward councillors 
returned following the 
election. Murray Martin, 
Scott McMillan, Patrick 
Merlihan, Fred Redekop 
and Larry Shantz each 
received $18,782.57. For 
the remainder of the 
year, Bonnie Bryant, 
Evan Burgess, Nathan 
Cadeau, Kayla Grant and 
Eric Schwindt were paid 
$2,359.04.

Woolwich 
releases council 
payment details

the IAAC, Parks Canada 
and the federal ministry of 
Environment and Climate 
Change. The proposed 
approach for the study will 
be provided to the minis-
ter by the end of June 
2023.

Mike Marcolongo is a 
spokesperson for the Keep 
the Greenbelt Promise 
Campaign. He said the 
largest Greenbelt area 
slated by the province for 
development removes the 
Duffins-Rouge Agricul-
tural Preserve, about 4,700 
acres of prime agricultural 
land next to an ecologi-
cally sensitive area in the 
park. The preserve is made 
of land set aside intention-
ally to provide affordable 
agricultural land.

Other land taken out 
by the provincial govern-
ment’s plan include a few 
hundred acres at the head-
waters for the Rouge River, 
said Marcolongo.

“The Duffins Rouge 
Agricultural Preserve 
lands border one of the 
most ecologically sensitive 
areas in the park which is 
home to many federally 
and provincially listed 
species at risk including 
the bank swallow, eastern 
meadowlark, wood thrush, 
red-headed woodpecker, 
monarch butterfly and 
several species of bats. It is 
also identified as “critical 
habitat” for the bland-

ing’s turtle, a threatened 
species under the federal 
Species at Risk Act. The 
potential effects of devel-
opment projects adjacent 
to the park should be 
understood and shared,” 
said Duchesne.

The Ford government 
says taking this land out of 
the Greenbelt was neces-
sary to meet the target 
of building 1.5 million 
new homes over the next 
10 years. They say this 
target is necessary to 
accommodate the federal 
government’s aggressive 
immigration targets.

“Ontario, like the rest 
of Canada, is in a housing 
crisis. While the crisis did 
not happen overnight – 
the time to act is now. We 
cannot continue to delay 
critical infrastructure 
and new housing proj-
ects with endless studies 
and debate. Recently, the 
prime minister acknowl-
edged the status quo is 
not working and noted 
the need for all levels 
of government to work 
together, using every tool 
at our disposal, to address 
the housing crisis. We 
could not agree more,” 
said Kasia Kaminska, a 
spokesperson for Mike 
Harris, MPP for Kitchen-
er-Conestoga.

“Our proposed changes 
will build more than 
50,000 new homes, and 
hundreds of millions of 

dollars in new public infra-
structure and expand the 
Greenbelt by 2,000 acres. 
As previously noted by 
the federal government, 
the readily developable 
lands in question are not 
connected to the Rouge 
National Urban Park. As 
they should also be aware, 
any development on these 
lands must avoid impacts 
to species at risk and 
comply with the Endan-
gered Species Act.

“While we know that 
the federal government 
shares our goal of build-
ing 1.5 million homes in 
Ontario over the next 10 
years while expanding the 
Greenbelt by thousands 
of hectares, particularly 
at a time when it has set 
ambitious new targets for 
immigration, we need to 
work collaboratively to 
meet that goal.”

Kevin Eby, former 
director of community 
planning for the Region 
of Waterloo, released 
a report in February 
finding that the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe has 
350 square kilometres of 
unbuilt greenfield already 
included in the settlement 
boundary, and that the 
Greater Golden Horse-
shoe has existing capacity 
to build more than two 
million homes, which 
exceeds the province’s 
goal to build a million 
homes in the Greater 

Golden Horseshoe as part 
of its 1.5 million goal.

Kevin Thomason is the 
vice chair of the Grand 
River Environmental 
Network. He says people 
in Waterloo Region should 
pay attention to what’s 
going on with Rouge Park.

“I think for us (in Water-
loo Region), there’s still a 
lot of unanswered ques-
tions for our area. We have, 
for example, our regional 
official plan, this incred-
ible, sustainable 30-year 
plan for the future,” he 
said.

“But the province has 
yet to approve that, and 
as we saw in Halton and 
Hamilton, the province 
didn’t like their plans for 
sustainability, for no farm-
land loss, for no boundary 
expansion and instead 
forced thousands of acres 
of boundary expansion.

“And so there’s a chance 
that could happen here 
too. And instead of our 
plans for sustainability, 
focused (growth) within 
our core areas, we could 
suddenly see where 
Waterloo is forced to 
annex thousands of acres 
of Woolwich Township 
or whatever. We have no 
idea what the government 
might foist on us.”

A rally is scheduled for 
April 2 at 2 p.m. at the Inn 
of Waterloo to protest the 
provincial government’s 
forced urban sprawl. 

GREENBELT: Local advocates argue there’s already sufficient land available
→ FROM 3

Sigmund Brouwer, author of books such as Rebel Glory and 
Thunderbird Spirit, spoke to students at Breslau Public School 
on Wednesday.  Bill Atwood
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MARCH 19

11:50 PM | Wellington 
County OPP responded 
to a serious single-vehi-
cle collision on Wellington 
Road 12, Mapleton. Initial 
reports indicated that a 
black sedan had left the 
roadway and the three 
occupants were injured. 
Emergency  serv ice 
responded and all occu-
pants were transported to 
a local hospital. A 17-year-
old driver from Mount 
Forest was pronounced 
deceased. A 15-year-old 
passenger from Mount 
Forest, and 15-year-old 
passenger from South-
gate, were both air-lifted 
to a trauma centre with 
serious injuries. The cause 
of the collision is being 
investigated and Welling-
ton County OPP is asking 
with information related to 
this collision to call 1-888-
310-1122.

MARCH 22

7:51 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to a report of a break-in 
on Notre Dame Drive in 
Wilmot Township. No 
property was reported 

Waterloo Regional 
Police and the Women’s 
Crisis Services of Water-
loo Region (WCSWR) 
are planning to extend 
the Early Interven-
tion Program aimed at 
enhancing services to 
victims of intimate part-
ner violence.

The pilot program, 
launched in June 2022, 
sees members of the 
WRPS Intimate Partner 
Violence Unit team up 
with members of WCSWR 
to offer victims of inti-
mate partner violence 
greater wraparound 
support after an incident 
and to help reduce the 
cycle of violence, police 
said in a release.

In 2022, WRPS received 
more than 6,000 intimate 
partner violence calls for 

 ↆ P O L I C E  R E P O R T

WRPS and Women’s Crisis Services team up to enhance supports 
to victims of intimate partner violence

service, resulting in more 
than 3,800 charges.

In the first six months 
of the program, staff took 
part in 68 interventions 
in which contact is made 
with a couple to offer 
help and support. As 
well, 43 individuals had 
no additional police calls 
for service, 18 individuals 
had a reduction in police 
calls for service, and 89 
per cent of the individuals 
who received an inter-
vention experienced a 
positive change.

“The program is show-
ing promising results,” 
said Jennifer Hutton, 
CEO of Women’s Crisis 
Services of Waterloo 
Region. “As part of the 
program, we have an 
outreach worker who is 
available to provide ongo-

ing support to families in 
need. The sooner we can 
reach these families, the 
better.”

Both the WRPS and 
WCSWR are members of 
the Family Violence Proj-
ect of Waterloo Region, a 
collaboration of agencies 
that provide full services 
to victims at one central 
location at 400 Queen St. 
S. in Kitchener. 

“The early intervention 
pilot is a great oppor-
tunity for the police 
service to work with a 
key community partner to 
address intimate partner 
violence in an upstream 
fashion,” said Staff Sgt. 
Jamie Brosseau of the 
WRPS Intimate Partner 
Violence Unit. “Help-
ing partners avoid the 
escalation of disputes 

by referring them to 
programs available in our 
region is a key strategy 
for reducing intimate 
partner violence. We are 
excited to see the full 
outcome of the pilot.”

The Early Intervention 
Program is set to continue 
throughout 2023 with the 
hopes of expanding it in 
the years to come.

Police note that if you 
are experiencing intimate 
partner violence or know 
someone who may be, 
help is available – call 
9-1-1 or the non-emer-
gency line at 519-570-
9777. 

If you would like 
support making a safety 
plan, please connect with 
WCSWR through its 24/7 
support line: 519-742-
5894.

taken. Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777. 
To provide anonymous 
information, please call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477 or submit online 
at www.waterloocrimes-
toppers.com.

MARCH 24

5:04 PM |  Pol ice 
responded to a report of 
a two-vehicle collision in 
the area of Herrgott Road 
and Temperance Road in 
Wellesley Township. There 
were no physical inju-
ries reported. As a result 
of the investigation, a 
37-year-old female driver 
was charged with ‘turn not 
in safety.’

5:35 PM | Sometime 
overnight on March 23, 
2023, unknown suspect(s) 
attempted to gain entry 
into a business located on 
King Street North in Wool-
wich Township. No prop-
erty was reported taken. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 
519-570-9777. To provide 
anonymous information, 
please call Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-8477 

or submit online at www.
waterloocrimestoppers.
com.

MARCH 27

6:52 AM |  Pol ice 
responded to a motor 
vehicle collision involv-
ing a stolen vehicle in the 
area of Listowel Road and 
Three Bridges Road near 
Elmira. The occupants of 
the stolen vehicle collided 
with the driver of another 
vehicle while travelling on 
Listowel Road. The occu-
pants of the stolen vehicle 
then exited their vehicle 
and attempted to steal 
the other vehicle involved 
in the collision. The two 
individuals were unsuc-
cessful due to the damage 
sustained and fled the area 
on foot. WRPS’ Canine 
Unit conducted a track for 
the two individuals and 
located both individuals 
hiding in a shed approxi-
mately one kilometre from 
the scene of the collision. 
Officers arrested both 
individuals. Members of 
the Break, Enter and Vehi-
cle Theft Team contin-
ued the investigation 
and determined that the 
two individuals had also 

been involved in two other 
stolen vehicle incidents in 
Elmira and Kitchener prior 
to the collision. One of the 
two stolen vehicles was 
recovered in Elmira and 
the second stolen vehicle 
remains outstanding. As 
a result of the investiga-
tion, 43-year-old man and 
a 26-year-old woman, 
both from Kitchener, were 
charged with the following: 
‘theft under $5,000,’ ‘theft 
of a motor vehicle’ (two 
counts), ‘attempted theft 
of a motor vehicle,’ ‘posses-
sion of stolen property 
over $5,000,’ ‘operation 
of vehicle while prohib-
ited’ (two counts), ‘failure 
to stop after accident’ and 
‘possession of a weapon 
for a dangerous purpose.’ 
In addition, the woman 
was charged with ‘breach 
of release order’ (three 
counts) and ‘breach of 
undertaking’ (three counts). 
Both parties were held for 
a bail hearing. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777. To 
provide anonymous infor-
mation, please call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 or submit online at 
www.waterloocrimestop-
pers.com.

Emergency crews were called to 
Wallenstein March 22 after a pass-
ing haywagon spooked a horse and 
its buggy ended up in a ditch. 
Bill Atwood

from the nearest residence, 
while the existing dog park 
trail is located within 450 
ft. of the nearest residential 
building.

The project would cost 
approximately $30,000 
for grading and seeding 
of the site as well as the 
installation of some 500 
feet of fencing, gates and 
seating. The township 
will not provide funds 
for the building of the 
park, however it would 
provide maintenance at 
an estimated cost of $400 
per year. Construction will 
not start on the park until 
the fundraising has been 
completed.

The additional dog park 
would allow the animals to 
get used to socializing with 
other dogs and humans, 
said another dog owner, 
Kevin Bechtel.

“There’s so many places 
in town that you can 
actually take your dog and 
so it’s pretty important for 
them to kind of get used to 
the dogs off leash so that 
then when they’re on leash, 
they’re not as freaked out 
and they’re ready to inter-
act with them,” he said.

This would be the third 

off-leash dog park in Wool-
wich, with the other one 
currently located in Elmira 
between Oriole Parkway 
and South Field Drive. 
Elmira resident Ted Green 
said the new site would be 
easier to get to. 

“I liked the one in 
Elmira, but it’s a bit of a 
walk. We have friends that 
actually have a bit of trou-
ble walking to it,” he said of 
access from the parking lot.

The new park would 
also be better for his dog 
compared to unfenced St. 
Jacobs park, Green said.

“I have trained the dog, 
but the dog’s not trained 
well enough for my liking. 
He’s not a perfect dog. So 
of course, what does he 
do? The first thing he does 
is run off into the weeds 
and I’m kind of going 
hyper [looking for him],” 
he said.

The group is raising 
funds through the town-
ship’s Canada Helps page 
at www.canadahelps.
org/en/charities/town-
ship-of-woolwich. Those 
wanting to donate can also 
make a payment to the 
township with a memo 
stating that it is for the new 
dog park.

DOG PARK: On off-leash option
→ FROM 3

Howie at the site 
of a proposed 
new dog park in  
St. Jacobs. 
Bill Atwood
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IT’s Monday late morning, and three genera-
tions of Snyders are minding their evaporator, 
watching as it boils maple syrup.

Looking through the clouds of steam, the sap is  boil-
ing intensely and loudly in the stainless steel pan.  It 
looks angry and hot. The steam from the sap fills up the 
room with white, obscuring the faces of those closest to 
the pan.

An average customer will know that sap needs to be 
boiled to make maple syrup. But they might not know 
how much sap it takes, and how much more concen-
trated that sap needs to become to make syrup, and what 
a family goes through to make sure it does.

Three generations of Snyders have been busy this season as the sap run came early
by LEAH GERBER

A FAMILY WITH MAPLE IN ITS BLOOD

“My grandpa (Robert Snyder) started to use his own 
evaporator around 1979. We still work alongside my 
grandpa and my uncle but the evaporator got moved to 
our home farm on Durant Road and our first boil here 
was in 2016,” said Cody Snyder, the latest generation of 
Snyders to produce maple syrup.

This year the sap started running extremely early, at 
the very beginning of February. The Snyders dropped 
their plans and appointments to get their trees tapped, 
lines and pumps ready and the evaporator going.

Once the lines are flushed and  the vacuum is on and 
the sap is running, it runs into a holding tank. From 
there it goes through their reverse osmosis machine. 

This pushes the sap through a filter to increase the 
concentration from about two per cent to between 17 
and 20 per cent. At this point, the sap is called concen-
trate.

The reverse osmosis machine is a powerful tool for the 
Snyders. It cuts down the amount of time needed to boil 
the sap into syrup by about 75 per cent.

In theory, sap could reach the ideal sugar content of 
66 to 69 per cent through the reverse osmosis process, 
but it’s the chemistry of boiling the sugars that creates 
the maple flavour, said Cody.

The concentrate is then sent to the evaporator, which 
boils it in two pans.

Three generations of Snyders – Graham, Cody and Robert – 
found themselves busy early on this year. Leah Gerber
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“When we are in full swing and everything is warmed 

up and boiling, we process roughly one barrel of syrup 
(150L) per hour,” said Cody.

Robert Snyder, Cody’s grandfather, recalls how 
maple was produced when he was younger. “I remem-
ber, when I look back now, there were no pumps. So 
imagine you’ve got to do everything with a pail,” he 
said. “I remember going out with the horses and the 
sleigh and sometimes if the track is a little crooked, 
your tank would slide off. But then, we’d get the track 
built up then, and from then on it went pretty good.

“The first sapline we put in was like a tile drain 
system. Slow. No vacuum on it. It worked, but not great. 
Not like today.”

Graham Snyder, Cody’s dad, sits at the valve where 
the newly made maple syrup comes out of the evap-
orator. He takes a sample from each batch to taste as 
it comes off, and looks at it with a refractometer that 
measures the sugar content of the liquid by measuring 
how much light is refracted through it. He also makes 
sure the fire is at the right temperature, feeding wood 
into the bright orange, glowing hot stove at the bottom 
of the evaporator.

From here the syrup is pumped through a filter press, 
the kind used for wineries and beer. It pushes the syrup 
through a series of filter papers and separates the pure 
syrup from the minerals and particulates called nitre 
(sugar sand). The Snyders put the nitre on their fields 
as it’s mostly made of minerals from the trees. Another 
way to filter syrup is gravity fed through a filter cone, 
though the Snyders say the filter press is more efficient.

Once through the filter, the syrup is pumped into 
their stainless steel barrels. From here it can be bottled 
and sold.

Three generations of Snyder maple producers and 
their helpers will be at this work all day – as long as the 
sap keeps running. Sherrie, Cody’s mom, brings in a 
pot of soup she’s made in a crock pot for the team to 
help themselves. A bag of chips sits near the stainless 
steel barrels. They’re set up for a long stay in the sap 
shanty.

MAKING MAPLE SYRUP 
IS PHYSICAL, BUT THE 
MENTAL LOAD IS REAL

Maple syrup production takes place on top of their 
usual work of running a cash cropping farm and the 
off-farm jobs family members hold. Cody works part-
time as a teacher when he’s not on the farm.

When the sap is running and boiling, the family is 
constantly minding the evaporator and carefully, obses-
sively, checking the quality of each batch that comes 
off the evaporator. The hundreds of feet of lines in their 
woodlots need to be checked regularly to fix any damage 
caused by curious, nibbling forest animals. If there’s a lot 
of snow, tapping trees, setting up and checking lines can 
be real slow-going, taxing work.

The work of making maple syrup is physical, but the 
mental load is real – maple producers are constantly 
juggling schedules, watching the weather and making their 
best predictions. Equipment must all be food grade stain-
less steel or plastic, and costs of everything are going up.

Usually, sugar content will fall as the season goes 
on, he says. But since a recent cold snap, the trees 
have seemed to “reset,” and he finds the sap is actually 
sweeter than it was at the start of the season.

Once sap gets a “buddy” flavour, that’s when it’s time 
to stop taking sap from those trees, he explained. The 
buddy flavour gets its name because it happens just 
as the trees’ buds are beginning to swell and lengthen. 
Researchers believe it may happen as trees release 
sulfur into the sap as the temperature rises. Different 
maple species have different tolerances for tempera-
ture and will release sulfur at different points. So the 
Snyders know to stop taking the sap from some trees at 
that time. In their wood lots, they have a mix of black, 
red, silver and sugar maples.

Besides managing production of maple syrup now, 
the Snyders also have to think about the future.

Each year, the family plants more trees. Cody says 
they’re focusing on freeman maples, a hybrid between 
sugar and silver maple species. He’s hoping they’ll 
produce sap with the sweetness of a sugar maple, but 
grow with the speed of silver.

“I’m trying to make it so that I can still tap the trees 
I’m planting in my lifetime,” said Cody. He also has 
to think about the future of the farm as a whole. He 
watches the growing City of Kitchener appear more and 
more on his horizon line.

He says these days, the forest is constantly inter-
rupted with the sounds of cars, planes and helicopters.

“Our one bush is in Bloomingdale, and we’re close 
enough to the airport, and when we’re tapping, we’re in 
that bush, all you hear is the planes overhead.  You hear 
them like crazy,” he said.

But despite the worry, the stress and the extra work-
load, maple runs in the Snyder family’s blood.

“It’s a natural food and it’s good for you. It’s there, 
you just gotta go get it,” said Robert.

Still at his post by the syrup valve, Graham tastes 
another syrup sample. Does he ever get tired of the 
maple taste? 

He smiles. “Never.”

What are the most stressful factors?
“Where to begin?” said Cody. “If I’m completely 

honest, I’ve been working with my dad, I’ve been work-
ing on the farm my whole life practically. But I’ve been 
here for about five years now, coming up in May.

“And the syrup season comes so hot and so heavy 
that it is probably the busiest time we have in the entire 
year. It’s either that or when we finish beans, and we’re 
taking off beans, while we’re planting wheat, those are 
the two busiest times of the year. Days turn into weeks 
turn into months, and then you blink and then you’re 
done.”

He takes a few minutes to check the sugar levels of 
the latest sap that’s come in from their different wood-
lots by taking samples from the clear sap and putting 
them in a digital refractometer, which tells him the sap 
concentration on the screen.
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15 Memorial Ave., Elmira  519-669-1535

• All dental plans accepted
• New Dentures
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• Dura flex for peoplewith allergies
• Laboratory on premises

ELMIRA DENTURE CLINIC

3533 Broadway St., 
Hawkesville N0B 1X0

519-699-5252
auto�eetservices.ca

 We are booking 
MAINTENANCE AND 

TIRE SWITCH-OVERS FOR SPRING, 
contact us today to reserve an appointment!

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H

10 Church  St. W., Elmira • 519.669.8282

ELMIRA, ON

(519) 669-2256 | (519) 577-9411

Box 443 Waterloo, ON N2J 4A9
PHONE 519-884-2082

TOLL FREE 1-800-265-8818

• Local IngredientsLocLocLocal Ing Ing Ingrered
• Casseroles Casseroleerole
• Soups S S Soups
• Baking• BBBakaking
• Sandwiches• Sandwiches
• Custom Cakes• Custom Cak
• Catering

“Celebrating with Maple Syrup

LocLoc l Ing Ing dieieie

“Celeb“Celebrating with Maple Syrupating with Maple Syrupating with Maple Syruprating with Maple Syrupr
Fresh Baking, Soups & More!”

nttsst
esh Baking, Soups & Moesh Baking, Soups & Moesh Baking, Soups & Moesh Baking, Soups & Moesh Baking, Soups & Moesh Baking, Soups & Moesh Baking, Soups & Morre!”e!”re!”rre!”r

Serving Elmira, Kitchener, Waterloo, Cambridge, Guelph & Surrounding Areas.Se ving Elmira, Kitchene Waterloo, Cambridge, Guelph & Surrounding AreasWaterloo, Cambridge, Guelph & Surrounding AreasW
83A Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-0374  |  neverenoughthyme@bellnet.ca

Visit our food shoppe or order online at www.neverenoughthyme.ca
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Find your way around the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival
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Devour Our Pancakes
Starts at 7 a.m. Pancakes with maple syrup at 
Lion’s Hall (new location) $5/single pancake, 
$1/sausage patty, $1/drink.

Downtown Mall
Shop the mall for goodies, crafts and a variety of 
food to indulge most appetites. Join the crowd and 
shop our local stores too.

Local Farm Tour a fun family 
experience
Real maple syrup production is a truly Canadian 
experience that you and your family can enjoy on 
festival day. Head out to a local sugar bush by bus.

$6/adults (18+)
$4/kids 3-17
Under 2 are free

Ticket booth and bus pick-up and drop-off are 
located at EDSS off of Second Street.

Live Music at the Gore Park 
bandstand.
Performances from local musicians to entertain. 
Find posted schedule at 
elmiramaplesyurpfestival.com

Toy Show and Sale
A whole lot of toys from the past and present at 
Lion’s Hall for one evening only. Toy show is 
happening on Friday from 4:30pm to 9:30pm. 

$3 for adults
12 and under free

Saw a Log Souvenir
Take home a keepsake of your time in Elmira and 
support the local Scouting group. Partner up to 
saw a log the old-fashion way and get it maple leaf 
branded. $2.50/slice

Events at the WMC
Find a bunch of family-friendly events, live music, a 
fun inflatable zone for the kids (tickets for 
purchase). 
Take in the Pancake Flipping Contest at the 
parking lot of the WMC from 11am until 1pm — 
highly competitive team-building event!  Various 
food trucks will be in the parking lot at the WMC.
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First Aid
Assistance

Breast Feeding 
Comfort Zone 
(8am - 3pm)

Wagon
Routes

Parking
$5.00/car

Accessible
Parking

Event
Location

1Festival
Information

Accessible
Toilets

Porta-
Potties

elmiramaplesyrupfestival.com

Craft and Collectible Show
Crafts - Quilts - Hand-Made Goods - Collectibles
Discover a variety of crafts, collectibles and 
beautiful, hand-made Mennonite quilts. Come 
and see a real quilting bee with local Mennonite 
Quilters.
Friday 7:00pm - 9:00pm, Saturday 
8:30am-4:00pm
at EDSS, $3.00/person 

Family Fun Area
Your kids are going to love a visit to the family 
fun area to see and pet farm animals, play in a 
straw maze and sitting on an assortment of farm 
machinery. Parents will love taking photos of 
their kids too. Visit the Mennonite Buggy Shed 
behind Kitchen Kuttings from 8am-4pm. 
$2/person or a family of 4 for $6.

Park and Ride
There are plenty of places to park your vehicle 
away from the crowds and residential streets. 
Signage and people will direct you to the various 
lots depending on how you enter Elmira.
To avoid a slow ride into town, avoid the 
expressway at the southend of Elmira. You’ll find 
easier access by coming from Northfield Dr., 
turn west on 86 and then right on Arthur and 
park your vehicle at Martin’s Pet Food. Ride a 
shuttle into town.
There will be 3 different shuttles around town to 
move people to and from various parking lots. 
Remember the name of your shuttle of “Maple”, 
“Pancake”, or “Syrup” to return back to your lot. 
Parking is $5 per vehicle.

A place for a rest
The Zion Mennonite Church at 47 Arthur St. will 
be open to have a break as well as a Breast 
Feeding area. It’s a big day of walking so come in 
from the outdoors and take a load off.

Shuttle to downtown
Watch for the free town shuttle that leaves the 
downtown mall from Hampton and Park Streets.

Arrive via steam train
Take a fun ride to and from the festival by steam 
engine. Visit waterloocentralrailway.com for 
schedule and ticket prices.
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Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

 519-503-2753 
3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA
leonmartin@remax.net

Enjoy the 
Festival!

Enjoy the Festival!

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira   519-669-1591

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology

to repair your vehicle with
accuracy and confidence.

•
30 Oriole Pkwy. E., Elmira | TEL: 519.669.4400

Festival day is the first big outing of the spring, a 
chance for many to shake off the winter’s cabin 

fever, get out and take in some entertainment. For 
many, it’s a sure sign of spring, and a very good reason 
to mix with the crowd and enjoy being out simply for 
the sake of it – because we can.

The day offers up a leisurely way to get some fresh 
air while taking in the sights and sounds of Elmira’s 
transformation into the world’s largest one-day maple 
syrup festival. Two other senses – smell and taste – are 
also front and center: what’s a visit without a savoury 
treat? There are pancakes and a host of other maple-
laden goodies, of course, but the vendors on the mall 
and over at the arena offer up a wide assortment, with 
many people returning year after year in search of their 
favourites.

The big draw, of course, and the whole raison d’être of 
the festival is to enjoy some of that sweet, sticky liquid, 
which will be dispensed throughout the pedestrian mall 
running the length of Arthur Street from Church Street 
to the cenotaph. The main area to enjoy it though will be 
at the pancake booth, available at Lions Hall.

Volunteers will ladle out some 900 kilograms of 
pancake mix – using a secret festival recipe – onto their 
griddles, and then invite you to smother them with more 
than 500 litres of Waterloo Region’s finest maple syrup. 
In that vein, Snyder Acres was named 2023 Producer of 
the Year following a tasting competition in February.

There’s a Pancake Flipping Contest (11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the WMC) that features a rather wacky assortment of 
implements beyond the typical spatula. 

The WMC is also the place to be for a stack of activities, 
including free concerts and a kids’ zone running from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. There’s also the Craft and Collectible Show 
at Elmira District Secondary School, Friday 7-9 p.m. and 
Saturday 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.

At Lions Hall you’ll find the Toy Show and Sale, which 
runs on the Friday night before the festival – Mar. 31, 
4:30-9:30 – and features a new collectible: a 1957 Chevy 
Belair hardtop.

If you want to see real animals in the flesh, move on 
over to the horse barn off of Walker Street near the corner 
of Church and Arthur streets, where Old MacDonald’s 
Farm features your typical animals as well as a straw bale 
maze for those willing to take a roll. Pony rides are also 
on offer.

If seeing Old Order Mennonites in person is more your 
style, hourly tours of rural Woolwich Township will be 
offered throughout the day, as will tours of sugar bushes 
– home to the sweet liquid that brought you here in the 
first place.

Plenty of activities 
on offer over 
festival weekend

2 Arthur St. S., 
Elmira, ON 

226-600-3502 

ELMIRAELMIRA

Gourmet Olive Oils 
& Balsamic Vinegars, 

Hot Sauces, 
Local Cheese & 

Meats, Jams, Jellies
Gourmet Foods 

and more
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When local news 
matters ...
... it matters where you get 
your local news.
Connect: observerxtra.com/staff

OpinionOpinion “Dental care funding got another huge boost 
– it’s becoming a major new part of medi-
care in Canada. It seems like the federal 
government decided that it had to choose 
between dental care or pharmacare, but not 
both – and dental care came out the winner.”
David Macdonald, a senior economist at the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives, notes the hits and misses 
of the new federal budget.

Substance use cost the Canadian econ-
omy $49.1 billion in 2020, a jump of more 
than $11 billion between 2007 and 2020 
or nearly 12% in per-person costs. Lost 
productivity alone cost $22.4 billion or 
$589 per person in 2020. That includes 
the value of work lost due to premature 
deaths and long- and short-term disability.
Canadian Centre on Substance Use and Addiction 

Verbatim The Monitor

Already burdened by a stagnant economy, runaway 
inflation and a housing crisis, Canadians got no 
help from Ottawa in this week’s budget.

Most of us can expect to pay more and receive less. 
It’s a different story for those on the federal payroll, however. 

On top of accommodations and continued payouts, government 
workers received almost half a billion dollars in bonuses over the 
pandemic, some $198 million last year alone. The average bonus 
to government executives was almost $18,000 in 2022.

Almost 90 per cent of federal executives received yearly 
bonuses during the pandemic, alongside thousands of lower-
level government employees. 

Some of those lower-level workers are among the 155,000 
Public Service Alliance of Canada (PSAC) currently threatening 
to go on strike. Votes are now being cast, with a final tally set for 
April 11. Employees are looking for more money, better work-life 
balance and work-from-home options, among other requests.

Those are things many Canadian workers would like, though few 
will see such conditions even as their spending power declines.

The federal government has been on a hiring spree – a 28 per 
cent increase in the past five years alone – with commensurately 
large increases in salaries, wages, benefits and pensions, the cost 
of which is borne by those struggling just now.

We’ve seen the same from other levels of government, which 
appear unwilling to rein in spending. That’s been particularly visi-
ble with local municipal councils, where staffing costs are rampant 
and no effort was made to rollback spending in the face of infla-
tionary pressures. Tax hikes far outstrip workers wage increases.

While there was some of the usual fiddling at the margins 
in this year’s budget deliberations, there was still no review of 
overall spending. There’s no talk of prioritizing where the money 
goes. Tax relief is beyond the pale.

With the now well-documented decrease in our incomes and 
standards of living, governments too have to make do with less, 
scaling back to focus on the essentials.

Hard choices will have to be made. Well, should be made, but 
they aren’t, as is abundantly clear.

In the end, staffing is going to be a key issue. Labour costs 
make up more than 50 per cent of local budgets, for instance – 
significant savings will come only with cuts here. There’s no need 
to be draconian, but wage and hiring freezes as well as attrition 
are likely to be required to get spending back in line.

Governments of all stripes have been guilty of unnecessary bloat-
ing, taking on more and more functions without thought for the 
long-term implications. There is also a tendency to forego reviews 
of programs and spending to see if each item is still needed – once 
instituted, they become entrenched and part of each year’s baseline. 

The argument is made that the public has come to expect 
the level of service now offered, plus, of course, whatever new 
addition is contemplated, which will become next year’s status 
quo. Certainly, the public can sometimes be unrealistic – we can’t 
have both more program spending and lower taxes – but officials 
often listen to the wrong “public.”

More and more, however, we’re seeing higher costs – i.e. taxes 
– without any commensurate increases in the level or quality of 
service. At best, we’re paying more for more of the same.

Politicians will have to be on the lookout for bureaucrat tactics 
to derail the public good. When wage freezes and rollbacks are 
discussed, staff’s default assumption is that services will be cut, 
rather than doing away with unneeded managerial positions. 
Front line services are what residents are overtaxed to pay. 
Bureaucratic bloat is what management encourages to make 
its life easier and to pad the payroll. When it comes to choosing 
between the two, elected officials have an easy decision, even if 
they never make the right one.

As with governments of all stripes, program bloat and internal 
entitlements become entrenched. In budget deliberations, there is 
a rationale for every spending request. Taken in isolation, each may 
make sense, but it’s the role of elected officials to see the big picture, 
and to nip in the bud empire-building and incremental growth.

Reducing burden on citizens 
is not part of budget at all

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

On Saturday Asteroid 2023 
DZ2 flew by our planet at 

27,000 km per hour, closer to us 
than it was to the Moon. It was 
less than one-hundredth of the 
diameter of the gigantic aster-
oid that took down the dino-
saurs and most other animals 
66 million years ago (75 per 
cent of land species extinct), 
but it would still have killed a 
large city with a direct hit.

“While close approaches are 
a regular occurrence, one by 
an asteroid of this size (50-100 
metres in diameter) happens 
only about once per decade, 
providing a unique opportu-
nity for science,” said officials 
with NASA’s Planetary Defense 
Coordination Office. But 
even the scientists would not 
welcome an asteroid ten times 
as big as 2023 DZ2.

Most scientists used to 
believe that such big rocks hit 
Earth on average only once 
every 600,000-700,000 years. 
That figure has to be based on 
studies of how big and how 
fresh craters are on the Moon 
and Mars, however, because 
wind and water quickly erode 
the evidence of most asteroid 
strikes on Earth.

Now there’s a new study out 
that suggests strikes in the 
one-kilometre range happen 

Precision fermentation 
is potential lifeline

ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

much more often. James 
Garvin, chief scientist of 
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight 
Center, recently led a research 
team that says the big hits may 
happen up to a dozen times 
per million years. Bad news, he 
explained: “It would be in the 
range of serious crap happen-
ing.”

A one-km-wide asteroid 
would boost megatons of 
vapourized rock into the 
stratosphere, where it would 
stay for years and block some 
of the incoming sunlight.

It wouldn’t be complete 
darkness at noon like the dino-
saur-killer of 66 million years 
ago (10-15 km.), but it would 
be dark and cold enough to 
kill most plants – which would 
cause mass die-backs in the 
animals that eat them, too. Not 
enough to cause mass extinc-
tions, probably, but really hard 
times for most living things, 
including people.

The one-km-range strikes 
don’t usually leave any record 
in the rocks, because enough 
breeding pairs survive to build 
populations back up to normal 

levels in a few centuries. We 
certainly wouldn’t want such a 
strike to happen on our watch, 
but even an average of once 
every 80,000 years gives us a 
decent chance of avoiding it.

Some of the biggest volca-
noes, alas, cause much the 
same problem, and they 
explode much more often. 
Mount Pinatubo in 1991 drove 
immense amounts of gas and 
pulverised rock into the strato-
sphere, including 17 million 
tonnes of sulfur dioxide, and 
gave us a half a degree Celsius 
of global cooling for two years.

The ‘Year Without a 
Summer’ of 1816, after Mount 
Tambora in Indonesia 
exploded, saw average global 
temperature drop temporar-
ily by  3 degrees C, crops fail 
everywhere, food prices soar, 
and millions starve. Lord 
Byron wrote the poem ‘Dark-
ness,’ which begins, “I had 
a dream, which was not all a 
dream. The bright sun was 
extinguish’d.”

There are about a dozen 
known super volcanoes in 
the world, mostly around 
the Pacific ‘ring of fire’ or in 
the Mediterranean region. 
They can produce worldwide 
climatic effects similar to a 

GWYNNE 
DYER

 Global Outlook 
on World Affairs

→DYER 12
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Point of View

Politicians, purported watchdogs eager to allow unethical lobbying

year,” says Democracy 
Watch co-founder Duff 
Conacher. “The changes 
that the Ethics Committee 
wants are deeply unethical 
and will allow for corrupt 
favour-trading between 
lobbyists and politicians.”

The group is calling 
on Bélanger and/or the 
politicians themselves to 
reverse course. Conacher’s 
not holding out much hope 
for the commissioner, who 
insists on pushing ahead 
for reasons unknown. 
Secrecy is the order of the 
day as she tries to push 
ahead with “legalized 
bribery.”

Conacher notes Bélanger 
is relying on the opinion 
from one law firm – the 
details of which she’s kept 
secret – to argue the four-
year prohibition on former 
politicians and others 

leaving politics to become 
lobbyists violates the 
Charter. To counter that, 11 
lawyers from four law firms 
and in private practice or 
other roles, and 21 law and 
political science profes-
sors from 14 universities 
in eight provinces penned 
an open letter calling on 
the Ethics Committee to 
reject the commissioner’s 
proposed changes.

Bélanger’s arguments 
don’t make sense, he 
stresses, noting the oppos-
ing positions by other 
experts.

“We brought [them] 
together to say ‘No, you're 
wrong.’ In fact, what would 
violate the Charter would 
be allowing lobbyists to 
fundraise and then lobby 
right afterwards. So, based 
on one law firm’s secret 
opinion, she is gutting the 
ethics rules for lobbyists.”

Rather bizarrely, the 
commissioner has been 
pushing controls on gifts 
and hospitality spending, 

but doesn’t see as unethi-
cal taking unlimited assis-
tance from lobbyists.

“Your lobbyists can 
raise an unlimited amount 
of money for you, and 
campaign for you up to 
nearly full-time, organize 
events and fundraising 
events or distribute your 
materials as a party in 
between elections or raise 
money during the election. 
There's no problem with 
that at all,” said Conacher 
of the commission’s 
stances. “It's just bizarre, 
because if $80 in gifts 
for hospitality annually 
causes an appearance 
of conflict of interest, so 
does raising an unlimited 
amount of money.”

Pushing for better 
lobbying and ethics rules 
has always been a tough 
slog. Even getting the 
rules enforced has been 
an issue. When lobby-
ing regulations were 
first introduced in 1997, 
Democracy Watch spent 

years in court trying to get 
the rules applied.

“You can’t do anything 
for or give anything to a 
public office holder that 
would cause the appear-
ance of a conflict of inter-
est. That rule came into 
force in 1997. The ethics 
commissioner and what 
was then registrar of lobby-
ists, which then became 
the commission of lobby-
ing, refused to enforce it 
until ordered to do so by a 
unanimous Federal Court 
of Appeal ruling in 2009,” 
says Conacher of the legal 
multi-year legal battle.

Democracy Watch is 
currently battling corrup-
tion on a number of fronts. 
It’s in the courts right 
now taking the Lobbying 
Commission to task for 
letting off lobbyists who 
violate the rules. It’s got 
the Ethics Commission 
in court, as well as the 
Ontario Integrity Commis-
sioner.

“We're not calling for a 

ban on lobbying , but for 
a ban on unethical lobby-
ing.”

Right now, there’s plenty 
of that going on. 

Lobbying can, of course, 
serve a positive role in 
a democracy, allowing 
public-interest groups to 
gain the government’s ear. 
That’s the theory. In prac-
tice, however, the system is 
easy to subvert, and that’s 
just what happened.

Lobbying is an expensive 
undertaking, and smaller 
organizations don’t have 
the money to get their 
voices heard. Instead, all of 
the influence goes to those 
who can afford to pay, 
mostly large corporations. 
What they’re lobbying for 
is not a better country for 
you and me.

A useful first stage in 
undoing the unethical 
lobbying industry would 
involve making the entire 
system transparent. If the 
process was entirely out 
in the open, at least we’d 
know who was lobbying 
the government ... and 
we’d have an idea what 
they were trying to sell, 
typically against the public 
interest. Right now, we 
don’t have a good idea 
of the scale of that bad 
influence.

We don’t know how 
much lobbying is going on 
because it’s secret.

More transparency has 
been too much to expect, 
despite pledges from the 
current government in 
particular. The best we can 
probably hope for given 
politicians’ self-interest 
in the current unethical 
arrangement is a little 
improvement at a time. 

Countering unethical 
practices is what keeps 
Democracy Watch very 
busy indeed. 

Right now, Conacher is 
most concerned about slid-
ing back given Bélanger’s 
antics.

“The code came into 
effect in ’97. This is literally 
a 25-year step backwards.”On ice since before the pandemic, Flapjack and the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival return in person

The latest effort to 
weaken controls on 

lobbying are just another 
example of what happens 
when politicians get to 
write the rules for them-
selves. 

The federal Commis-
sioner of Lobbying is 
proposing changes that 
would not only allow 
lobbyists to secretly fund-
raise and campaign for 
politicians and parties, but 
also reduce or eliminate 
the current four-year delay 
on moving from party 
insider to lobbyist.

Worse still, the moves 
are being made behind 
closed doors, with 
Commissioner of Lobbying 
Nancy Bélanger divulging 
little about how and why 
she’s arrived at a decision 
to loosen restrictions.

Making the situation is 
even more egregious is the 
fact that representatives 
from all parties on the 
House of Commons Ethics 
Committee, except for 
the NDP, have approved 
the proposed changes to 
the Lobbyists’ Code of 
Conduct.

Democracy Watch 
argues the move would 
essentially  open the door 
to lobbyists providing 
unlimited assistance in 
campaigning – providing 
the likes of people to knock 
on doors, for instance – 
and bolster fundraising 
efforts.

As a “bonus,” politicians 
are also pushing for the 
current $80-limit on gifts 
and offers of hospitality 
from any one source to be 
bumped up $200. They 
also want unfettered 
access to travel junkets for 
themselves, family and 
associates.  

“It’s shocking that MPs 
on the Ethics Committee 
would call for loopholes 
to allow lobbyists to buy 
them off, essentially bribe 
them, with fundraising, 
favours, trips, gifts and 
wining and dining worth 
thousands of dollars each 
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Art societies in Ottawa, 
Vancouver, Toronto and Halifax 
host large pencil-sharpening 
competitions that attract pencil 
enthusiasts around the world.

Canada celebrates National 
Pencil Day on March 30th and 
was first celebrated in 2018.

The first patent for a pencil 
attaching an eraser to the end 
happened on March 30, 1858.

 ↆ LAST WEEK:  
 
True – March 23 National Puppy Day was founded in 2006 by Colleen 
Paige, an animal advocate. She chose the date because it is in the 
middle of the calendar year between winter and the start of summer 
which is when people think about getting a new pet. 
 
True – Puppy mills are large-scale operations to produce puppies in 
unsanitary conditions, proper socialization or medical care. There are 
an estimated 1,500-2,000 puppy mills operating in Canada according 
to the Canadian Federation of Humane Societies. 
 
Lie – National Puppy Day is not a federal holiday in the United States 
or anywhere else in the world.

major asteroid strike, but 
possibly much longer-last-
ing. Such eruptions are 
unpredictable, but tend to 
happen at intervals of tens 
or hundreds of thousands 
of years.

And finally, the likeliest 
kind of ‘darkness at noon’: 
simultaneous firestorms 
that push smoke and soot 
up into the stratosphere 
in a hundred cities struck 
by nuclear weapons. It’s 
called a ‘nuclear winter,’ 
and even a relatively 
small nuclear war like 
India vs. Pakistan could 

cause global famine for a 
number of years, depend-
ing on how many cities 
burned. 

The common denom-
inator, the kill mech-
anism in all of these 
catastrophes, is the loss of 
sunlight, killing crops and 
causing mass starvation. 
The new technology that 
could protect the human 
race, or at least most of it, 
from death by starvation 
and related horrors is 
‘precision fermentation’: 
food that can be mass-pro-
duced without land or 
even sunshine.

It’s bacteria that contain 
the right kinds of nutri-
tion, fed on hydrogen 
produced by electrolysis 
of water, fermented in 
bioreactors and needing 
only light (which could 
be artificial) to double in 
volume every few hours. 
If necessary, the food they 
provide could feed the 
world.

The first pilot plants are 
being built right now, and 
in a few years ‘food from 
the sky’ will be cheaper 
than soya and the various 
grains that are currently 
grown to feed the world’s 

DYER: A backup plan for if and when a global disaster strikes
→ FROM 10 domesticated animals. 

Indeed, within a decade 
much of the land that 
animal fodder used to be 
grown on may be returned 
to nature.

‘Farm-free’ food for 
people will come later, but 
the basic elements can be 
combined to suit human 
tastes too. In the future, 
if one of these catastro-
phes should strike, we can 
just switch from feeding 
the animals to feeding 
ourselves. We weren’t 
even looking for it, and 
we’re getting free survival 
insurance.

CAFÉ HOURS: Tuesday-Saturday 8am-4pm

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

March 29 - April 1
Fish or Tereyaki Chicken

includes: coleslaw, rolls, mashed potatoes, vegetable & dessert

explained of the challenge.
Teams were randomly 

selected for qualification 
rounds, while the schools 
were able to choose their 
teammates during the 
playoffs. Teaming up 
presents a challenge itself, 
said King Louie operator 
Tommy Madison.

“So sometimes it 
becomes a problem, 
because sometimes we’ll 
have it where our alliance 
member has a mechanical 
failure, and their robot 
isn’t performing up to the 
standards... we selected 
them for,” he said.

The two Wool-
wich-based schools 
teamed up once during 

the qualification round, 
and successfully defeated 
the eventual winners 
from Governor Simcoe 
Secondary School in St. 
Catharines. After a day 
and a half of qualification 
rounds and an afternoon 
of playoffs, Sir Lancerbot 
and King Louie teams 
finished in fifth and 
seventh place respectively.

Besides the driver and 
the operator each team 
member played a role, said 
Laura Vandermeulen, a 
member of the leadership 
group and scouting team 
at Woodland.

“We have six people 
at a time scouting to 
collect match data, and 
then another two people 

ROBOTICS: Teams are now off to provincial competition in Hamilton
→ FROM 3 figuring out the strategy 

to put it into a line selec-
tion so we can select the 
teams that we want to be 
allied with. The team is 
there cheering us on – it is 
a total team project,” she 
said.

The competition season 
is the end of a journey 
that started in September, 
while the actual building 
of the robot doesn’t start 
until January when teams 
find out the competition 
format.

“In September, and 
throughout the fall, we 
train.… We just train 
everybody in all the differ-
ent sub-teams so that they 
kind of know how to do 
things when it’s go time,” 

said Felicity Frey, who is 
a part of the EDSS media 
and leadership team.

The students showed 
great strides in their 
learning, said Woodland 
Christian mentor Della 
Stroobosscher.

“In September, they 
didn’t know what kind of 
tools they needed to use. 
And at that competition, 
they were grabbing the 
exact tools they needed. 
They got into the exact 
place in the robot that 
needed repair, with very 
minimal guidance from 
the mentors.”

The teams will be 
competing at the provin-
cial championship in 
Hamilton April 5-8.

Teams from EDSS and Woodland Christian High School took part in the FIRST Robotics competition last weekend at UW. Top Left: Tom-
my Madison and Eli Sullivan with Woodland Christian. Bottom Left: Athindeera Venkatesh and Hudson Jantzi operating Sir Lancerbot 
during qualification play. Right: The EDSS team had 43 members, each with a different role. Bill Atwood

equipment was decom-
missioned in 2015, but the 
problem remains, he said.

That point was picked 
up by another Elmira resi-
dent, Alan Marshall, who 
stressed a danger persists 
given the levels of meth-
ane there.

But Jim Walls, a geosci-
entist with RJ Burnside, 
said recent surveys at the 
location found methane 
was not in fact coming 
up to the surface in any 

discernible quantities. 
Provincial guidelines 

indicate that industrial 
use – a gravel parking 
lot, in this case – is ideal 
for former landfill sites, 
he added. Other forms 
of development are not 
permitted.

Hugh Handy, a planner 
with the GSP Group repre-
senting the applicant, 
pointed to the community 
benefits of the project, 
calling it an “appropriate 
use.”

WOOLWICH: Councillors convinced the upsides will win out 
→ FROM 1 Tackling one of the 

bigger stumbling blocks 
that prompted councillors 
earlier this month to put 
off a decision, Handy said 
the changes at the site 
would reduce the amount 
of truck traffic from previ-
ous uses. 

“It will create minimal 
traffic.”

In noting the removal of 
the salvage-yard provi-
sions, he was joined by 
both Vink and director 
of development services 

Deanne Friess in support-
ing the application by 39A 
Holdings.

Formerly home to 
Paleshi Motors and 86 
Auto and Metal Recy-
clers, this site is currently 
rented to Grandridge 
Carriers, a trucking firm, 
and Brubacher Roofing 
Systems. The former 
uses presented the risk 
of spilled automotive 
liquids and other waste, 
along with more noise and 
traffic, they said.
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PATRICK MERLIHAN, OWNER

Dear Readers,

We're excited to observe our 27th anniversary milestone as your trusted local 
newspaper serving Woolwich and Wellesley Townships. Over the years, we've 
seen our community grow and change and have been dedicated to bringing you 
the latest news and information as it comes in.

As the world of journalism continues to evolve, we remain committed to providing 
you with accurate, reliable, and relevant information that matters to you. Over the 
years, our team of journalists, production, sales and admin team has been driven to 
ensure that our community's pulse is captured and delivered to you in a timely, 
professional manner.

We know that in today's world, there are many sources of news and information, 
but there is no substitute for the value of local journalism. We believe that our 
newspaper plays an essential role in keeping our community connected, informed, 
and engaged. From breaking news to heartwarming stories, we strive to bring you 
the best from within our coverage area.

We want to take this opportunity to thank you, our readers, for your support over 
the years. We are proud to be a part of this community and are grateful for the trust 
you have placed in us. Your loyalty and engagement are what keep us going, and 
we promise to continue to work hard to earn it.

As we look forward to the future, we are excited to continue our mission of 
providing you with the best local news coverage. We are committed to adapting to 
changing times and to delivering the news in the way you want it.

Thanks for your support over the past 27 years. We are proud to be your local 
newspaper and look forward to serving you for many years to come.

JOE MERLIHAN, OWNER

TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS 
OF KEEPING YOU INFORMED.
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News that hits home. 
Local people in action.
Sports tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Team Scores: observerxtra.com/scores

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

SportsSports With a 97-92 win over the Jamestown Jack-
als at home on March 26, the KW Titans 
improved their National Basketball League 
of Canada record to 2-8. The team is next in 
action April 8 in London, where they’ll face 
the Lightning. The two teams are back in 
Kitchener April 12 for a rematch.

A history of participating in campus recre-
ational sports can offset stress and contrib-
ute to academic competence even during 
high-stress periods such as a pandemic 
lockdown, a UW new study found. Partici-
pation in activities such as fitness classes 
and intramural and drop-in sports before the 
pandemic was linked to lower levels of stress 
during the lockdown. 

Titans best Jamestown Sports helpful in lockdown

→ GALEA 15

Taylor Stewart races Saturday at Chicopee, where he finished atop the podium. Leah Gerber

Spring is 
for sighs

I know very few people 
who do not welcome 

spring in one way or 
another – and outdoorsy 
folks are no different. Most 
of us are looking forward 
to open water trout fishing, 
or turkey or bear hunting 
opportunities. But, of all 
the outdoors people who 
welcome spring, I think it 
is the new winter campers 
that must welcome it most 
– albeit very quietly. 

I am not talking about 
the old guard winter camp-
ers – the ones who were 
doing it long before social 
media ever took hold. 
Those people do it quietly 
and love winter camping 
for its own sake. Strange, I 
know. But props to them.

No, I am talking about 
the newbie winter campers 
who got into it recently 
because, as influencers, 
they understood that the 
idea of winter camper 
would give them more 
interesting content. These 
folks are the ones who 
are looking for the views 
online, rather than the 
views outside of the hot 
tent. 

Don’t get me wrong, 
I’m not saying that winter 
camping is unappealing 
to them. But I will say they 
might have got into it for 
the wrong reasons. They 
may have, for instance, 
after watching “Frozen,” 

→ CURLERS 17

Home turf ideal for 
local snowcross racer  

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

FIRST PLACE FEELS 
GOOD FOR Heidelberg 
native, Taylor Stewart.

Stewart  stood atop the 
podium last weekend 
in the Pro-Lite category 
at Canadian Snowcross 
Racing Association’s  
Royal Distributing Cup at 
Kitchener’s Chicopee Ski & 
Summer Resort.

“It was good. I’ve been 
kind of struggling all year, 
and it feels really good to 
come out at my local race 

and win the first heat, for 
sure. It’s good for confi-
dence and happy to be out 
front,” said Stewart after 
winning his first race of 
the weekend. He would go 
on to win three more heats 
that weekend. 

He goes into the Ultimax 
Snowcross Finals for the 
final championship race at 
Horseshoe Valley Resort 
this weekend only 15 points 
behind second place in the 
overall standings.

“The racing next week-
end at the final weekend, 
it’s going to be really close 

and tight. It’s going to come 
down to every last point of 
every last race,” he said.

The winter conditions 
this year have been unpre-
dictable, with unexpected 
thaws and refreezes. 
Managing this has been 
difficult, especially when 
it means racing events are 
canceled, Stewart said.

“It’s been hard this 
winter because we’ve had 
a couple of races that have 
been canceled due to the 
warm weather and the lack 
of snow. And when the 
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Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

WITH ITS BRONZE 
MEDAL WIN the girls’ 
curling team at EDSS 
picked up the school’s first-
ever Ontario Federation 
of School Athletic Associ-
ations (OFSAA) medal in 
the sport at the province 
wide competition in North 
Bay and Sturgeon Falls last 
week. 

The medal was the 
culmination of the team’s 
success this year, following 
its WCSSAA and CWOSSA 
wins earlier in the season.

The 11-3 win over 
Medway High School from 
London followed a tough 
semi-final game that the 
Lancers lost 6-4 to St. 
Patrick High School from 
Thunder Bay.

That they bounced back 
to take the bronze was 
indicative of their entire 
season, said coach Kyle 
Selmes.

“All season, at any point 
they faced adversity, they 
always sort of stepped up 
in how they can regroup 
themselves and then play,” 
Selmes said.

“We had a game [in 
WCSSAA] play,... they were 
down by four, and we tied. 
In the last couple ends of 
that game, they just took a 
moment to recompose and 
then tie the game that by 
all accounts was already 
done. The resiliency has 
always been there all year. 
So it wasn’t surprising to 
see them come out of that 
semi final game and then 
put on the display they 
did in the bronze-medal 
game,” he added. 

The team of Beth 
Alpaugh, Hannah Wilk, 
Valorie Martin, Julia 
Vanrooy and Brooklyn 
Alpaugh finished with 
a record of 16-2-1 their 
only other loss coming in 
OFSAA round-robin play. 

EDSS curlers take 
bronze at provincial 
championships

Heidelberg’s Taylor Stewart posts a win at Canadian 
Snowcross Racing Association event at Chicopee

STEVE 
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

519 Katherine St. N., West Montrose    519-669-9045
Mon – Fri. 9:00 am - 6:00 pm & Sat 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Cash or cheque only 

Fresh Chicken and Duck 

White and Brown Eggs

Fresh Home Baking

Pansies, Hydrangeas, 

Potted Spring Bulbs 

and More!

The EDSS girls’ curling team celebrating their bronze medal win 
at the OFSAA championship last week.   Submitted
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English Style

April 7, 2023
Location: Lions Hall, Elmira

EAT IN OR TAKE OUT
Serving from 4PM until 6:30PM

Tickets may be purchased from:

ELMIRA STOVE WORKS
Birdland Plaza Elmira, 519-669-1281

READ’S DECORATING CENTRE
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira, 519-669-3658

KIWANIS MEMBERS

1/2 LB. HADDOCK • FRIES • COLESLAW • TARTAR SAUCE
ASSORTED PIES  COFFEE  POP  WATER

E
LMIRA KIWAN

IS

$2500
PER
PERSON

$1200
PER
PERSON

KID’S MEAL
HOT DOG • FRIES
ICE CREAM • POP
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GALEA: Winter camping can provide valuable lessons

had a romantic notion 
of what it is like to sleep 
outside in frigid condi-
tions. And, as influencers, 
probably wanted to take 
their followers along on 
this exciting journey, so 
they too would know what 
it feels like to live inside a 
freezer.

What they likely didn’t 
know is that winter camp-
ing is one of those things 
that grows on you slowly 
over time – like icicles. 
And with that growth 
comes the growing pains 
that newcomers to the 
activity must endure. 

The old-school winter 
campers have spent years 
experimenting and have 
come to realize their 
limitations, found the 
most reliable and prac-
tical gear, developed an 
understanding of where to 
set up a tent, know what 
the conditions require, 

what food to bring along, 
and how to keep warm in 
general. (The answer to the 
latter is to stuff as many 
sled dogs as possible into 
your sleeping bag.) They 
know how thick a layer 
of pine boughs to pile up 
under their sleeping area, 
how to keep their tent 
woodstoves stoked and 
running all night and how 
to keep a positive mindset 
that makes them think 
that winter camping is 
“fun.”

If you are new to the 
pastime, you will slowly 
learn these things the hard 
way, while you are smiling 
at the camera, and talking 
over the sound of chatter-
ing teeth.

Once spring arrives, 
however, my bet is that 
some of those folks are 
secretly thankful that they 
have one winter behind 
them – and are maybe now 
fans of global warming.

points are super close, you 
kind of need every week-
end you can get to get as 
many points as you can. It’s 
made it tough, for sure.”

Stewart races in the 
Pro-Lite category for 
London Racing.

Stewart says his family 
has always participated in 
recreational snowmobiling, 
but the moment he tried 
racing, he was hooked.

But staying in the race 
takes commitment. He 
runs his own concrete and 
excavating company in the 
spring, summer and fall, 
and dedicates the winter to 
racing full time.

“It takes drive, you have 
to want it,” he said. “It’s not 
like just a weekend thing 
where you throw your sled 
in your trailer and just go 
race. It’s a commitment of 
having a team that can tune 
and have the sled 100 per 
cent. You physically have 
to be in shape because it’s 
a super demanding sport. 
It’s mentally draining and 
then you mix injury into it, 
which is super common in 
our sport. It can be danger-
ous, for sure. So there’s a 
lot of variables that can 
happen.

“There’s definitely a part 
of me sometimes when 
it’s a long race and you’re 
battling and you’re getting 

snow blasted in your face 
and your body’s tired and 
you’re not doing well, that 
you kind of want to give up 
– it’s mentally draining,” 
he said, adding “There’s 
just something about 
racing and the reward of 
winning and doing well, 
that’s just a good feeling. So 
it pushes you to continue 
to do well to achieve that.”

Stewart also made a 
point of mentioning his 
team, including Mike 
Schmidt, owner of London 
Racing and the person-
nel who work on his sled 
every week to ensure it 
stays tuned and working 
perfectly, and his family 
and friends.

“When I’m on that track, 
it’s an individual sport, but 
as far as getting to where 
I’m at today, it’s not an 
individual sport. I wouldn’t 

be able to be where I am 
today without my team 
and family and friends who 
support me doing this.”

He says next year he 
will compete in the Pro 
category, but would like to 
end  the Pro-Lite category 
season as strongly as 
possible.

“Snowcross is an 
awesome sport. I think 
it takes a lot of time and 
money and investment to 
get into it, but it’s a family 
sport and it’s something 
that if you have a true 
passion for and you love to 
do, I don’t think there’s any 
better way to spend your 
time during the winter. It 
teaches you a lot of things 
in life, not just with racing. 
If you put time and effort 
into something, you can 
achieve whatever you want 
to.”
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You see, winter camping 
is sort of like childbirth. If 
you remembered the pains 
associated with the last 
time, you might not do it 
again. Plus, I know very 
little about either.

Nevertheless, I think 
it is something everyone 
should try.

I did it once for a four-
day stint, which is why I 
still celebrate my furnace’s 
birthday every year.

This is why I feel sorry 
for those influencers who 
purchased winter camping 
gear and then felt an obli-
gation to endorse it and 
share their experiences. 

It is also why I assume 
spring couldn’t come soon 
enough for them. 

Oh sure, they probably 
won’t admit it, but I bet 
right now they are breath-
ing a sigh of relief. And 
planning their next winter 
camping excursion – in 
Hawaii.

Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS’ PLAYOFF drive 
came to end Tuesday night 
at the WMC, as they fell 4-2 
to the KW Siskins to lose 
the second-round series by 
the same split.

Facing elimination, 
the Kings had hoped the 
pattern of home-ice wins 
would repeat itself just one 
more time, but it was not 
to be.

With the series tied 1-1, 
the Siskins went ahead 
2-1 with a win March 22. 
That was followed by 3-2 
overtime victory by the 
Kings on March 24. The 3-2 
margin was repeated on 
March 26, only with Water-
loo victorious.

Home ice had been a 
definite advantage.

The March 22 game in 
Waterloo saw the Siskins 
score the lone goal of the 
first period to take a lead 
they’d never relinquish. In 
the second, they’d score 
two more before Elmira’s 
Dustin Good made it a 3-1 
game with a power-play 
goal, assisted by Chris 
Black and Brock Reinhart.

It was 4-1 before the 
period ended, however, 
and Waterloo would score 
the sole goal of the third to 
make it a 5-1 win.

Shots were 28-18 in 
favour of the home side, 
who went 1-6 on the power 
play, while the Kings were 
1-3. Elmira netminder 
Daniel Botelho stopped 23 
of the shots he faced.

Tuesday night loss sees 
Kings’ season come to end
The KW Siskins take the second-round series in six games 

Outshot again in game 
four on home ice March 24, 
the Kings buried more of 
their chances to post a 3-2 
OT win.

Jayden Lammel scored 
unassisted with just eight 
seconds left in the opening 
period to give the Kings a 
1-0 lead. That lead would 
extend to 2-0 just 82 
seconds after play resumed 
in the second when Rein-
hart scored, assisted by 
Logan Crans and Jackson 
Heron.

The Siskins would 
respond before the period 
was over, sending the 
teams back to the room 
tied 2-2. A scoreless third 
settled nothing, setting the 
stage for Liam Eveleigh’s 
overtime heroics at 15:37, 
his goal assisted by Luke 
Della Croce.

Shots were 37-19 in 
favour of Waterloo. The 
Kings were 0-2 on the 
power play, while the 
Siskins were 0-3, though 
they did manage a short-
handed goal in the mix. 
Botelho stopped 35 for the 
win.

Sunday night back in 
Waterloo, the game was a 
tighter contest.

Elmira opened the 
scoring at 6:28 courtesy of 
Heron (Brady Schwindt, 
Joey Martin), but Waterloo 
got that back just over four 
minutes later. It was 1-1 at 
intermission.

In the second, the 
Siskins scored twice to 
take a 3-1 lead. That’s how 
it would stand until the 
final minutes of the game, 

when Della Croce made 
it 3-2 at 18:34, assisted by 
Black and Martin.  Goal-
tender Hayden Sabourin 
went to the bench for the 
extra skater, but it was 3-2 
Waterloo when the buzzer 
sounded to end the game.

Waterloo’s shot advan-
tage dropped to 32-30, 
but home-ice advantage 
still applied in the series. 
Neither team capitalized 
on the power play, Elmira 
0-4 and Waterloo 0-5.

Tuesday night in Elmira, 
the Kings scored first, saw 
Waterloo got up 2-1 and 
then tie it at 2-2 before the 
first period was over. Goals 
came from Della Croce 
(Ian Speiran, Lammel) 
and Madden MacDougall 
(Adam Grein, Lammel).

The teams would remain 
tied until 14:46 of the third, 
when the Siskins took the 
lead. Elmira pulled Botelho 
for an extra attacker, but 
Waterloo sealed the win 
with an empty-net goal 
with less than two minutes 
left on the clock.

Shots were 26-18 in 
favour of the visitors, who 
went 1-5 on the power play, 
while the Kings were 0-3.

Obviously, it wasn’t the 
outcome head coach Scott 
McMillan was hoping for.

“It’s getting to be a little 
bit tighter,” he said of the 
play in the series ahead of 
Tuesday night’s deciding 
game, noting it was do or 
die for the team down 3-2.

“We can’t look forward 
to game seven – we’ve got 
to put everything into it 
[Tuesday].”

SNOWCROSS: Racer looks to step up next season

Heidelberg’s Taylor Stewart in action.   Leah Gerber
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BusinessBusiness Flexibility remains in-demand by Canadian 
workers, with jobseekers saying flexible work 
hours (64%), the ability to work remotely 
(56%) and a shortened work week (40%) 
are the benefits they want most. However, 
only a minority of employers currently offer 
flexible work hours (44%), the ability to work 
remotely (35%), and a shortened work week 
(22%), according to The Harris Poll.

Woolwich councillors meeting this week 
awarded turf-maintenance contracts to a 
pair of firms. LP Landscaping Plus will get 
$144,000 will look after township proper-
ties in Elmira and Floradale, while Durite 
Landscaping will get $100,000 to cover 
Bloomingdale, Breslau, Conestogo, Heidel-
berg, Maryhill, St. Jacobs, and Winterbourne.

Jobseekers and benefits Turf contracts awarded

/MTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHSFOR $9.95

RENT SOFT WATER

CULLIGAN.COM
519-744-2248 | 427 GAGE AVE. KITCHENER

INFO@CULLIGANWATER.CA

Bill Atwood
Observer Staff

A WATERLOO-BASED 
ORGANIZATION THAT 
WORKS to educate 
Ontario teenagers about 
jobs in the skilled trades 
sector is praising the 
recent steps taken by the 
provincial government 
that provide high school 
students with an earlier 
introduction to the field.

The Ministry of Educa-
tion announced earlier 
this month that, start-
ing September 2024, all 
students entering Grade 
9 will be required to get a 
technological education 
credit in either Grade 9 
or 10. According to the 
ministry, the technologi-
cal education curriculum 
covers various fields, 
including construction, 
transportation, manufac-
turing, computer tech-
nology, hospitality and 
communication.

“We’re really pleased 
with what the government 
is doing. We’ve been long 
stating that there should 
be more exposure to 
skilled trades in school. 
So we think this is a great 
move,” said Skills Ontario 
CEO Ian Howcroft. 

The province had 
previously announced 
on March 8 that it will 
allow students in Grade 11 
to transition into skilled 
trade apprenticeship 
programs. The appren-
ticeship programs take 
from two to five years to 
complete. Once students 

achieve their certificate, 
they can then apply for 
their Ontario Second-
ary School Diploma as a 
mature student.

While there was no start 
date for this program, 
the province said that it 
will begin consultations 
this fall with “employers, 
unions, education stake-
holders, trainers, parents, 
and others,” which could 
potentially lead to the 
lowering of entry require-
ments for 106 skilled 
trades that currently 
require a high school 
diploma.

“We think that any 
opportunity that will help 
access and accelerate 
someone going into an 
apprenticeship is certainly 
worth exploring,” said 
Howcroft.

“We also don’t think 
people should not get a 
high school diploma. You 
can do both. But this will 
allow somebody who may 
be struggling or looking 
for their future to maybe 
[get] an apprenticeship… 
so they can get access to 
the apprenticeship to start 
that and also continue and 
complete your high school 
diploma. It’s just another 
way to engage youth 
that may not be already 
engaged,” he added.

These announcements 
come at a time when 
skilled trades are facing 
challenges with filling 
jobs. According to the 
province, the construction 
industry alone will need 
72,000 new workers by 

Getting an earlier start in the skilled trades

→ SKILLS 17

Province to make curriculum changes that will require high school students to get a technological credit

2027 because of retire-
ments and job growth.

A Statistics Canada 
report from last year 
showed that in 2021 the 
percentage of working-age 
Canadians – those 25 to 64 
– who held apprenticeship 
certificates either declined 
or remained stagnant in 
three key fields since 2016.

That includes construc-
tion trades, which went up 
by 0.6 per cent, mechan-
ical repair technologies, 
which went down by 7.8 
per cent and precision 
production, which fell by 
10 per cent overall. 

The average age of those 
starting a new apprentice-
ship program in Ontario is 
28-29, Howcroft said.

“So if you start young 
people off with more 
information, more oppor-
tunities to have hands-on 
experience. We think it’s 
a better chance of some-
one starting to enter an 
apprenticeship or pursue 
skilled trade at an earlier 
age,” he said.

According to Darryl 
Spector, president of the 
automation manufactur-
ing company Promation, 
one challenge is that there 
is still a negative stereo-
type around having a job 
as a tradesperson. 

“Skilled trades, espe-
cially, is one of those areas 
[where] there’s still a lot 
of stigma and paradigms 
that exist, and we need to 
unwind and deconstruct 
those to what the actual 
truths are behind them,” 

Ontario Skills, which works to inform students about careers in the trades, is hosting a provincial 
skills completion in Toronto May 1-3. Submitted
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the former chair of Skills 
Ontario said.

“I’ve had anecdotal 
discussions with some 
peers and colleagues who 
said ‘Oh, my son was look-
ing at this but I talked them 
out of it, because I think 
they should go to engineer-
ing school, because they 
don’t get paid as much or 
I thought it was too dirty 
or not safe enough’ That’s 
so wrong. If you look at 
just the stats, there’s just 
so much opportunity,” he 
said.

With these changes, 
the province also hopes 
to encourage more young 
women to pursue trade 
careers. Although nearly 39 
per cent of Ontario second-
ary school students were 
enrolled in a technological 
education course in 2020-
21, nearly 63 per cent were 
male students.

According to the Statis-
tics Canada report, in 
Canada, women made up 
2.4 per cent of working-age 
apprenticeship certificate 
holders in the three fields 
in 2021, while racialized 
persons represented just 
seven per cent, despite 
being over a quarter of the 
entire population.

Getting more people 
from these groups that are 
underrepresented in the 
trades interested in that 
career path will help solve 
the employee shortage, 
Howcroft explained.

“We need to encourage 
and support people from 
those groups to get into it 
to deal with a skill short-
age. What we’re looking 
at saying, well, we need to 
perhaps go in and provide 
girls with more informa-
tion, perhaps provide them 
with mentors, experiences, 
showcase what other 
women have done to access 
a skilled trade, and find 
out what it’s all about,” 
Howcroft said.

“We know that to be fully 
inclusive and really build 
the workforce we need 
we have to get to those 
underrepresented groups,” 
he added.

Spector agreed, noting 
that the Indigenous popu-
lation is the fastest-growing 
demographic in Canada.

“We’re not tapping into 
the untapped pools of 
young women and Indig-
enous [people]. Yet we’re 
complaining about a skilled 
trade shortage. Because 
you keep going back to 
the same pool, the typical, 
male demographic, and it’s 
a very small pool to pick 
from,” he said.

→ FROM 15

SKILLS: Details 
of changes are 
still being worked 
out by province

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

Province addresses the dire need for more veterinarians

Martin recognized the 
significance of their accom-
plishments.

“As skip, it’s pretty amaz-
ing because it’s just the first 
medal that the school’s 
actually won in OFSAA and 
gotten all the way through. 
So I’m actually pretty proud 
of my team and myself for 

CURLERS: OFSAA medal a first for the Elmira District Secondary School’s curling team
getting this far,” she said.

The medal is amazing 
“from such a tiny little 
school,” said Alpaugh.

“We’re not always that 
big. And just to like to put 
ourselves on the map and 
actually recognize that 
such a high level.”

“It’s not even just like 
winning the bronze it’s 

getting there with the team 
growing as a team improv-
ing our skills and just 
having fun,” added Wilk

Coach Melody Brid-
gen-Martin said the team 
was composed both on and 
off the ice.

“They were constantly 
lifting each other up and 
keeping each other in 

→ FROM 14 good spirits. They were the 
epitome of sportsmam-
ship: always having fun 
with smiles, encouraging 
their teammates and even 
the competitors like they 
engaged with our competi-
tors. They made it fun with 
tons of positives,” she said. 

As no one from the team 
is graduating this year, they 

expect to come back even 
stronger for next curling 
season, applying what they 
learned this year. 

“I think our goal is to 
get through round robin 
and championships and 
CWOSSA and then get to 
OFSAA again and then go 
harder,” Valorie Martin 
said.

The EDSS girls’ curling team: Beth Alpaugh, Valorie Martin, Julia Vanrooy, Hannah Wilk, Brooklyn Alpaugh and coach Melody Bridgen-Martin. Submitted

Good for Ontario for 
committing more 

resources to increased 
veterinary education and 
addressing what many 
call a veterinary crisis in 
the province.

Last week, Lisa 
Thompson, Minister of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs, announced 
nearly $15 million to fuel 
a collaborative Doctor 
of Veterinary Medi-
cine program with the 
University of Guelph and 
Lakehead University. The 
initiative will increase 
veterinary program 
enrolment by 20 students 
a year. 

That’s a significant 
increase. The entire 
country graduates about 
350 veterinarians every 
year; around a third of 
them come from Guelph. 
Traditionally, the number 
of graduates have met 
the public’s needs for 
companion animal veteri-

narians, mostly replacing 
those who retired. 

For livestock produc-
ers, it’s another matter. 
They’ve watched 
students’ interest in 
large animal veterinary 
practice dwindle, as the 
increasingly urban corps 
of veterinary students 
across the country 
steered away from the 
likes of cattle and pigs. 
The province and Ottawa 
funded an online tele-
health service in 2021 for 
producers to try to ease 
the problem, but some-
times, for some problems, 
there’s no substitute for 
a farm visit by a qualified 
veterinarian.  

Another big problem 
with the supply of new 
veterinarians is the explo-
sion of pet ownership that 

started occurring even 
before the pandemic. 
Veterinarians are running 
on empty. Reports of 
them being overwhelmed 
and scaling back hours 
are common. Practices 
accepting new patients 
have fallen off. 

As far back as 2021 the 
College of Veterinarians of 
Ontario sounded an alarm 
bell. 

“Veterinary healthcare 
teams have been stretched 
to the breaking point,” 
it wrote on its website. 
“While workforce short-
ages are not uncommon in 
the rural and remote areas 
of Ontario, the current 
shortage of veterinarians 
is province-wide, includ-
ing the Greater Toronto 
area.”  

That was an a-ha 
moment. Most people 
have long believed that 
graduating more veteri-
narians was the answer. 
But setting up the infra-

structure for adding 
students to a veterinary 
program is not that 
easy, given the amount 
of personal, hands-on 
training and facilities that 
are needed. It takes time, 
money and commitment.

However, when Toronto 
is directly affected, things 
change. 

It’s unclear what 
exactly prompted the 
latest decision to finally 
be made to add more 
practitioners to the fold. 
The Guelph-Lakehead 
proposal was in front of 
the province since last 
summer. But it’s unlikely 
growing pressure for 
more rural service did not 
prompt the announce-
ment, although the 
spin-off effect might help 
ease the rural veterinary 
shortage.

The province deserves 
kudos though for not 
letting the ball drop. It is 
also providing $900,000 

over three years for what 
it calls the Veterinary 
Incentive Program, to 
bolster livestock veter-
inary care in underser-
viced areas. The money 
will provide support to 30 
recent large animal veter-
inary graduates per year 
to relocate and practice in 
underserviced areas. And 
the Lakehead-Guelph 
program will help remote 
and rural students, partic-
ularly from the North, 
stay closer to home.

It’s a pleasure having 
a provincial minister 
of agriculture who gets 
it. Boosting veterinary 
capacity in both urban 
and rural Ontario is good 
for province. Healthy 
livestock supports the 
food supply, in Toronto 
and everywhere else in 
the province. And healthy 
companion animals are 
as important in Rosedale 
as they are in Elmira. 
Congratulations, minister.
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ArtsArts The Black And Free: Art Exhibition, originally 
billed as a two-day experience, will remain 
on view at the Waterloo Region Museum 
through Sunday (April 2). Black And Free is 
an artistic and academic experience that 
deepens, enlivens and expresses themes of 
Blackness and freedom projecting expansive 
visions of what that could be for engaged, 
curious and casual members of the public. 

The UpTown Waterloo Jazz Festival this 
week announced the 2023 festival lineup, 
which includes Juno- and Grammy-award 
winner Alex Cuba. Others on the bill include 
Jonathan Chapman Trio, Freshwater Funk 
and Barbra Lica. The free festival, cele-
brating its 30th year, runs July 21-23.
www.waterloojazzfest.com

Exhibit’s run extended Jazz fest lineup

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

DRAYTON ENTERTAIN-
MENT’S LATEST OFFER-
ING IS American Son, 
a play about a mother 
desperately trying to 
find her son after he was 
arrested at a traffic stop 
gone wrong.

The story features 
Kendra Ellis-Connor, a 
professor, who arrives at 
a Miami police station at 
4 in the morning look-
ing for her missing son. 
Ellis-Connor is played by 
Oyin Oladejo in her Dray-
ton Entertainment debut.

The play looks at the 
human experience – 
including maternal, 
marital and societal 
pressures familiar to 

A story of the times that resonates everywhere
The St. Jacobs Country Playhouse stage will be home to a production of American Son April 5-23.     Submitted

many – through the prism 
of racism.

Oladejo is joined by 
Mike Shara, who plays 
Ellis-Connor’s ex-husband 
and current FBI agent 
Scott Connor.

The play is directed by 
Jordan Laffrenier who 
has also worked on high 
profile musicals Amélie 
and Paradise Square on 
Broadway and Sousatska 
in Toronto. Laffrenier is 
also the associate artis-
tic director at Canadian 
Stage.

Laffrenier said that Alex 
Mustakas, the artistic 
director for Drayton Enter-
tainment, saw a produc-
tion of American Son and 
thought it was important 
and that the conversation 
around the piece would 

resonate in Waterloo 
Region.

“Alex reached out to me 
and we had a conversation 
about the show.  I agreed 
with him, I thought that 
the show had a layer of 
complexity, especially 
around the conversation 
that’s happening around 
the piece. And I briefly 
went to school in Waterloo 
and so I have a pretty good 
understanding of what 
it’s like to be there. And I 
also thought it’d be great 
to share with that commu-
nity,” he said.

Drayton Entertainment 
staff have created a study 
guide available for groups 
attending the play. “The 
study guide includes 
relevant post-show 
analysis and discussions 

with themes of systematic 
racism, intersectional 
sexism and racism, 
generational trauma, 
and racism in policing,” 
said Samareh Jones, a 
spokesperson for Drayton 
Entertainment.

“I don’t know a single 
Black parent who hasn’t 
worried when their child 
has left the house, for very 
real reasons. And I think 
this play validates their 
feelings. I think that for 
other audience members, 
this play offers a real 
understanding of what it’s 
like to be a Back parent,” 
said Laffrenier.

“The show is called 
American Son. I think 
the writer is pointing to 
something really specific, 
which is that this is all of 

our sons. I think for a long 
time, we’ve tried to point 
and say, this is a problem 
that’s happening some-
where else, this is a prob-
lem that’s happening in 
America, this is a problem 
that’s not happening in my 
neighbourhood. But, actu-
ally, it affects the people in 
your neighbourhood,” said 
Laffrenier.

“We really all need to 
participate in the conver-
sation, which is that 
racism does exist. And 
there are really big racial 
biases that impact people’s 
lives and sometimes take 
people’s lives away.

“I think how we love 
each other, how we 
take responsibility for 
ourselves and take respon-
sibility for the children 

around us and how we 
help them grow and not 
make them feel like they 
need to be the face of the 
race, as Jamal (a character 
in the play)says, or feel 
like they’re threatened or 
feel like they can’t hang 
out with other Black kids 
or feel like they can’t dress 
a certain way. I think, 
you know, we all have to 
participate in changing 
that.”

The Drayton Enter-
tainment production of 
American Son runs April 
5-23 at the St. Jacobs 
Country Playhouse. For 
information about tickets, 
contact the Drayton 
Entertainment box office 
at  519-747-7788 or online 
at www.draytonentertain-
ment.com.

Drayton Entertainment’s production of American Son tackles the very real issue of racism in society

OYIN OLADEJO

JORDAN LAFFRENIER

WADE BOGERT-O'BRIEN

MILES CASSEL

Post an ad. Pay for it. 
Make your next hire.
Hire local with the power of print and online.

Book a print job listing: 519-669-5790 ext104
jobs.observerxtra.com
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Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Listings: jobs.observerxtra.com

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/order-family-album.

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)

Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Advertising Placing a classified ad

Help Wanted

Help Wanted
MINI -VAN DRIVER 
NEEDED-PART-TIME 
suitable for retired 
p e r s o n .  D r i v i n g 
Elmira and areas 
country drives. Text 
519-574-1489.

NOW HIRING AT 
SCHNURR'S GROCERY 
Store in Linwood, two 
to four days per week. 
Note, we are closed 
on Sundays. Call 
519-897-2600.

WANTED: EXPERI-
ENCED FURNITURE 
Builder. Must have 
experience in wood 
panel construction, 
fabricating compo-
nents, laminating 
and furniture assem-
bly. Competit ive 
wages with health/
denta l  benef i ts . 
Guelph area. Further 
details available. Phil 
Skradski, Woodlawn 
Furniture Market. 
5 1 9 - 8 2 9 - 4 0 0 4 
resumes@woodlawn
furniture.ca

Work 
Wanted

N E E D  A  R I D E ? 
YARD CLEAN-UP?   
Windows Washed? 
Sidewalks, Decks 
Pressure Washed? 
Call or Text Gary 
519-577-1750.

Farm 
Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Deliv-
ered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND 
SEED GRAIN - AT 
competitive pric-
ing. Call  George 
Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
IN 20KG BAGS. CALL 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN 
D E L I V E R E D  B Y 
Einwechter. Mini-
mum 15 ton lots. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

LIVE AUCTION SALE
Of

Tractors, machinery, JD Gator, JD riding lawn 
mowers, trailers, and more, to be held at 

926193 Twp. Rd 13, Blandford-Blenheim Twp, 
3km west of Plattsville, County Rd. 22 to 

Chesterfield (2 roads north of Bright, west on 
Twp. Rd 13), for Bill Murray, on

SATURDAY, APRIL 15TH AT 10:00 A.M.

MACHINERY:  NH TN75DA tractor, diesel, 
cab, 4wd, Stoll FZ8 self-leveling loader, 6ft. 
bucket, 75hp, 1655 hours, good condition. 
NH T1510 tractor, “Hydro”, diesel, 4wd, 
110TL loader, bucket, 1760 hours, 30hp, 
good condition. Attachments that will fit on 
both tractors (skid steer type attachments) 
include, HLA 70in. stone fork, HLA pallet 
fork, bale spear, 7ft. blade, home built hyd. 
tree trimmer, custom built hyd. mast, custom 
built man lift, 14ft. boom pole, as well as 
various home built wooden & metal pallet 
fork type skids (carriers) up to 7 ½ ft. wide.  
1946 McCormick Farmall BN “Culti-vision” 
row crop tractor, new rubber, wheel weights, 
painted – a nice straight tractor. Int B414 
tractor, 2wd, original paint, running condition, 
3ph needs work. Triple OK 3 furrow 3ph plow, 
variable width. MF 3 furrow, 3ph plow, 14in.  
Ferguson 2 furrow 3ph plow. FM-Super 13ft. 
“S” tine cultivator c/w harrows. McKee 
10ft. “S” tine cultivator, 3ph, c/w harrows.  
Frontier PC1072 – 6ft. 3ph cultivator, good. JD 
7000 – 4 row corn planter, 30in. rows, bean 
plates, dry fertilizer, monitor. 6ft. 3ph sprocket 
packer with c/w levelers. Behlen Country 
Hawkline 5ft. 3ph core aerator. Smith-Roles 
vertical wood splitter on trailer, 22in. stroke.  
Wallenstein BX 625 - 3ph pto wood chipper. 
CH E 6ft. 3ph box scraper. Tufline PHB96 - 8ft. 
3ph box scraper (modified to also fit skid 
steer/tractor loader). Calsa sprayer modified 
to irrigate sweet corn (pump shot). Farm King 
665 - 6ft. 3ph finish mower, 2 years old, good.  
Buhler 6ft. 3ph finish mower.  
GATOR, RIDING MOWERS, TRAILERS, 
ETC. 2013 JD Gator XUV 825i side-by-side, 
4X4, IRS, power steering, power dump box, 
winch, 693 hours, runs good. JD X540 riding 
lawn mower, Multi-Terrain, 26hp, hydrostatic, 
liquid cooled, power steering, 48in. cut, 548 
hours, good. JD X310 riding lawn mower, 
18hp, hydrostatic, V-twin, power steering, 
42in. cut, 236 hours, good. Canada Trailers 6 
X 10ft. tandem dump trailer, electric and/or 
hyd. lift, 5455kg GVWR. 5 X8ft. utility trailer, 
single axle. JD 1130SE walk behind snow 
blower, 30in. cut. Force 72V Ebike, approx. 
170km, batteries shot, as is. JD PR 3000GH 
pressure washer c/w 6.5hp Honda GX200 
engine, 3000psi. Powermate Pro Gen 5000 
generator. Fimco fertilizer Spreader (modified 
to also fit a receiver). Plastic water tank in 
tote. Kerosene heaters (Dewalt 135,000 btu, 
BE 77,000 btu). Campbell Hausfeld 28 gal. air 
compressor. Echo CS-520 chain saw. Stihl 
MS 180C chain saw. 7ft. aluminum ramps.  
28in. long anvil. Dewalt cutoff saw. Lincoln 
AC-225 welder. Jet bench model drill press.  
Railway ties. Welding steel, scrap metal plus 
2 wagonloads of farm related items.  
NOTE – Farm sold. A nice lineup of 
shedded, field ready machinery. See www.
gerberauctions.net for photos. Lunch booth.
TERMS – Cash or cheque with I.D. 5% 
buyer’s premium capped at $250.00 per item.
PROPRIETOR – Bill Murray 519-536-0849

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451

LIVE AUCTION SALE
Of

Fork lifts, Tool & Die Equipment, tools, tooling, 
industrial sewing machines, and more, 

to be held at 1550 King St. North, St. Jacobs, 
for Rainbow Tool & Die Inc., on

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5TH @ 9:30 A.M.

HOME BUILT FORK lift, gas, 350 GM 
motor. Clark propane fork lift, not running.  
Universal Boring Machine Co. horizontal 
Boring Machine, 7ft. centre to centre, 3 ½ 
X 5ft. table. Lagun VD6 horizontal milling 
machine. Reid Brothers surface grinder, 6 
X 18in. bed (220 volt).  ELB surface grinder, 
8 X 24in. bed. Brown Boggs 20A OBI punch 
press, 4in. stroke. CMC P3 18 ton mechanical 
punch press. Small mechanical punch press.  
Warner & Swasey 2-A Turret lathe, 20in. 
swing, bed approx. 24in. Wisconsin 12ft. 
brake with dies, 65 ton, (also 3 sets of 12ft. 
sheet metal dies selling separately). Craig 
& Donald 10ft. X ½ in. mechanical shear.  
Rushworth 8ft. X 3/16in. shear. American 
Tool radial arm drill. Elliott steel band saw 
(single phase). Bewo 12in. cold cut saw, 
manual. 2 splitting heads (approx. 10 & 14in.). 
20in. band saw (110 volt).  Delta Mitre Saw. 
1in. steel roller. L-tec VI-252 mig welder. 
Airco mig welder.  Weld-o-Matic FTX spot 
welder. Airco Model CV-200 II Aircomatic 
welder. Linde V1-252 wire feed welder, 250 
amp.  Radial frequency welder (heat sealer), 
220 volt. Drill presses. 12 X 12in. heavy mill 
vice. 2 stationary air compressors (1 – 5hp 
single phase). Heat treating oven, as is.  
8in. combination thickness planer/jointer.  
Industrial sewing machines (Singer 132K6, 
Singer 300W (3 needle), Singer 211 G156, 
Singer 112 G139 - 2 needle, Juki LU-563.  
Singer embroidery machine. Racking. Rolls 
of new vinyl, leather, etc. Acetylene torch.  
Hand tools. Tooling. Lots of dies. Welding 
steel. Assorted new zippers. Lots of scrap 
metal plus 2 wagonloads related items. 
NOTE – Preview Saturday April 1st  9 – 3pm or 
by appointment. Items selling in “as is” condition. 
See www.gerberauctions.net for photos.  
TERMS – Cash, debit or cheque with I.D.  5% 
buyer’s premium. All payments to be made 
day of sale. Small forklift available sale day 
for items up to 1 ton. Large items to be picked 
up April 8th 9am – 1pm or by appointment.  
You will need to supply a rigger for a couple 
of the largest machines.

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted.

WE ARE HIRING
Woodworking Machinist 

Cabinet Sales & Design 

Cabinet Installer

Cabinet Installer
(Bracebridge Location)

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and 
growing company, please send your resume to

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Auction

Auction

Looking for individuals to help in our growing 
lumber yard, picking orders, loading and 

unloading trucks, and general yard duties. 
Must be team-oriented, ambitious, responsible 

and available mornings. 
We provide a safe, professional environment and 

o�er competitive wages and bene�ts.

LOOKING FOR 
FULL TIME 

OR PART TIME 

YARD
HELP

arnold@marspan.com    519-638-3505
EMAIL OR FAX RESUME TO

building centre

Looking for individuals to help in our growing Looking for individuals to help in our growing 

building centrebuilding centre

IN ELMIRA

MAR-SPAN

Help Wanted

Wanted
WE BUY COLLECT-
IBLES, COINS, CHINA, 
antiques, par t ia l 
and full estates, old 
pocket watches, tin 
toys, and anything 
interesting. Call Joe 
519-889-0178.

Real Estate
FOR SALE: CHARMING 
4BR/2BA HOME IN 
Floradale. Spacious 
layout with a .5 acre 
lot. Convenient loca-
tion 2217 Floradale Rd. 
Contact us to schedule 
a viewing!" $589,900 
ph.226-780-8702 
MLS#40362813

Rentals
2 BEDROOM APART-
MENT AVAILABLE 
near downtown Elmira. 
Call 226-600-0135.

Trades & 
Services

LAWN SEEDING AND 
OV E R  S E E D I N G . 
519-503-5641.

Personals
NOVENA MAY THE 
SACRED HEART OF 
Jesus be adored, 
glorified, loved and 
preserved through-
out the world, now and 
forever amen. Sacred 
heart of Jesus pray for 
us. St. Jude helper of 
the hopeless, pray for 
us. St. Jude worker of 
miracles, pray for us. 
LML

Garage Sales
GARAGE SALE - SAT. 
APRIL 1, 8:30 - 1:30 
for the late Abner H. 
Martin Estate. 3550 
Lichty Road, RR#1 
Linwood.

G A R A G E  S A L E 
SATURDAY APRIL 8 
from 730-1230 3859 
Arthur St N Elmira 
Tools, kitchen wares, 
furniture, books and 
more. Happening rain 
or shine!!

Our photographs are available for purchase observerxtra.com/reprint
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AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Many In-Stock or Custom Bathroom Vanities, Kitchen Cabinetry, Flooring 
and Tiles, Blinds, Shades, Fashion Plumbing • Our experienced personell 
and designer will help you work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Evenings By Appointment

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

 519-669-5557

VAN, MINIBUS & WHEELCHAIR
LIFT BUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

(ELMIRA)

IN-STORE SERVICES
• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Window & Screen Repairs
• Glass & Plexi Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knife & Scissor Sharpening

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair• Bike Repair

• Lawnmower Blade Sharpening
• Paint Colour Matching
• Interior Design Consultation
• Bike Repair

Must bring coupon in or use code “repair22”

$10 OFF$10 OFF PATIO DOOR SCREEN 
REPLACEMENT

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4
Find and follow us on FB and Instagram

www.perfectpitchhearing.com

29A Church St. W. 
Elmira, ON

519-210-3030

WE’RE THE 

FOR ALL YOUR 
HEARING NEEDS

WE’RE THE 

FOR ALL YOUR 
HEARING NEEDS

PERFECT CHOICEPERFECT CHOICE

BOOK A FREE 
HEARING TEST TODAY!

BOOK A FREE 
HEARING TEST TODAY!

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES
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Attention retirees/downsize. Bungalow freehold townhouse. 2 bdrms. Master 
ensuite & walk-in closet. Combination dining area/great rm with F.P., hardwood 
fl ooring & walkout to a small deck & patio w/gazebo. Main fl r laundry & 2 pc. 
“White” kitchen cabinetry w/pantry & broom closet. Unfi nished basement.

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

13 Memorial Ave, Elmira             MLS  $499,000.00

Offi  ce: 519-669-2772
Brad Direct: 519-741-6231
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

36 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce: 519-669-2772  |  Cell: 519-741-6231

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

43 Anna St., Elmira                         MLS  $689,900.00

NEW LISTING

4 GREEN WARBLER CRES., ELMIRA
3+ 1 bd 3 bath large two story. Inground heated pool 
landscaped. 2car garage on 70x130 lot. Many recent updates 
include custom kitchen. MLS 40388495

519-590-0835 • mbeisel@royallepage.ca

$1,299,000

Melanie
Beisel

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

OPEN HOUSE  |  SATURDAY 12-2PM & SUNDAY 2-4PM

NEW LISTING!

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Alli Bauman

519-669-5426
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Emily Minielly

519-504-6247
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com

ELMIRA - Check out this 5 Bedroom Bungalow in Birdland! This unique opportunity gives you 
the option of multi-generational living or a single-family dwelling... you choose! The main floor 
has 3 Bedrooms, a fair-sized kitchen, a dining room, living room with big bright windows 
overlooking the covered front porch, 4-piece bathroom and a main floor laundry room. Walk out 
from the dining room to a shaded deck and relax in the yard with the view of mature trees. This 
open concept basement has 2 bedrooms, its own kitchen and laundry room, 4-piece bathroom, 
dinette area, 2 living room spaces, and lots of storage. You will be impressed with the overall 
open feel of this home. The doublewide, concrete driveway provides parking for 2 and the 
oversized single garage is perfect for the car enthusiast and is equipped with a hoist. Close to 
schools, downtown, rec centre, public transit and more. Come and see this nicely finished and 
well-kept home that is sure to impress! MLS 40373050

$650,000$650,000

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira  519-669-5426

KITCHENER - Welcome to 44 Carrol St. in the beautiful city of Kitchener. Located close to all 
your amenities including; schools, parks, shopping, expressway and highway. This all brick 
bungalow has so much to offer! 3 bedrooms, a dining room and galley kitchen, 2 bathrooms, 
finished basement with a bar and rec room, garage, large driveway, walk-out from your dining 
room to your patio leading you to your fully fenced large private backyard with a storage shed 
and a waterfall fish pond setting the perfect atmosphere. Take the virtual tour, browse through 
the photos, then BOOK your private showing today!

$720,000$720,000

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

PRIVATE
SALE
130 Killdeer Rd., 
Elmira
$679,000
1135 square foot all brick 
bungalow built in 2006. 
Two bedrooms, two 
bathrooms; unfinished 
basement. New roof in 2022. 
Backing onto walking trail.
Call 519 699 0283 for 
information.

St. Agatha Community Chapel 
Cheryll and John-Paul Duquette 
have submitted by-laws to the 
Registrar of the Funeral, Burial, and 
Cremation Services Act, 2002. 

Any interested parties may contact 
Megan Duquette at Tel: (519) 588-0722 
for information, or to make copies.
 
By-laws or amendments may be 
reviewed or copied at (307 St. Ann 
Ave. St. Agatha).

These by-laws are subject to the 
approval of the Registrar, Funeral, 
Burial, and Cremation Services Act, 
2002. Telephone: Bereavement Au-
thority of Ontario 647-483-2645 or 
1-844-493-6356

NOTICE

 ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

M A R R I A G E

Five basketball players from EDSS took part in the WCSSAA all-
star games Tuesday night at WCI. From top left: Delaney Cortes, 
Macy Weber, Kaleohana Manalan and Brody Martin. Not pictured 
Kalanimoku Manalang. Photo Credit
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COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

MONDAY April 17, 2023 at 4:30 P.M.
Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96 take notice that the Committee 
of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will meet for the purpose of hearing all persons interested in 
support of or opposition to any of the following applications as described below.

Please note this will be a virtual meeting only and public attendance at the Township offi ces will not be 
permitted. Below is information on how you can submit comments, view or participate in the meeting. You 
may also contact the Committee Secretary by sending an email to planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at 
519-669-6040 if you have any questions.

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATIONS
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 11/2023 – Rebecca MacNevin, 2150 – 2154 Three Bridges Road

ZONE / USE: Agricultural (A) / two single detached dwellings an accessory building and play structure

PROPOSAL: The property is currently developed with two single detached dwellings, which is considered 
legal non-conforming. An addition is being proposed to the dwelling at 2150 Three Bridges Road for a 30 
square metre front porch and an attached 80 square metre two car garage and the applicant is requesting 
relief from Section 4.1.4 b) to expand the legal non-conforming use of a single detached dwelling by 49 
percent whereas a maximum 25 percent expansion is permitted.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 12/2023 – Donna Psutka, 10 Chalmers Street, Winterbourne

ZONE / USE: Settlement Residential (R-1) / single detached dwelling

PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing to construct a new 86 square metre detached carport /sauna 
structure on the property and is requesting relief from the following:

• Section 6.4.1 a) to permit an accessory building to be located between the building line and the street;
• Section 6.4.1 c) to permit an accessory building in the front yard; and
• Section 6.10.2 d) to reduce the building line setback adjacent to a street (Chalmers Street) from 6 

metres to approximately 3.4 metres.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 13/2023 – Clare and Miriam Metzger, 7 Florapine Road, Floradale

ZONE / USE: Settlement Residential (R-1) / single detached dwelling and detached garage (horse barn)

PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing to replace the existing 91 square metre detached garage / horse 
barn with a new 101 square metre detached garage (horse barn for transportation purposes) in the same 
location as the current structure and is requesting relief from the following Accessory Building or Structures 
requirements:

• Section 6.4.1 e) to reduce the required side yard setback from 1 metre to zero metres;
• Section 6.4.1 e) to reduce the required rear yard setback from 1 metre to zero metres; 
• Section 6.4.2 c) to increase the maximum building height from 4.5 metres to approximately 5.5 metres; and
• Section 6.4.4 to increase the total maximum allowable size for all detached structures from 100 

square metres to 101 square metres for the new detached garage (horse barn).

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 14/2023 – 881 Weber Inc., 881 Weber Street North

ZONE / USE: Stockyards Industrial Commercial Area (C-8) and Agricultural (A) / vacant lands

PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing to develop the C-8 zoned portion of the property with a light 
manufacturing operation and is requesting relief from Section 20C.5.7 to increase the maximum building 
height from 10.5 metres to approximately 13 metres for proposed new manufacturing business.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 15/2023 – Arnold and Cheri Drung, 19 Haley Court, West Montrose

ZONE / USE: Settlement Residential (R-1) with site specifi c provisions (26.1.159) / single detached dwelling, 
inground pool and a detached accessory building

PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing an addition to the existing pool house and is requesting relief from 
Accessory Building or Structures Section 6.4.1 e) to reduce the required side yard setback from 1 metre to 
approximately 0.7 metres as follows:

• to recognize the existing side yard setback of the 30 square metre detached accessory building 
(pool house); and

• to permit a proposed 17 square metre covered patio addition to the front of the pool house also 
having the same reduced side yard setback.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 13/2022 AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS B 15/2022 and

B 16/2022- Matthias Muller, 6 Covered Bridge Drive, West Montrose

ZONE / USE: Settlement Residential (R-1 (f)) with fl ood plain regulations / single detached dwelling and 
accessory buildings

PROPOSAL: These applications were deferred for up to 12 months in May 2022 to allow the applicant time to 
address required agency study requirements and comments. The applicant is requesting a further one year 
deferral of the applications to complete the remaining study requirements and provide suffi cient time for 
agency review and comment on the fi ndings of the work.

The applicant is proposing to create a new residential lot and is requesting the following:

Application B 15/2022 - to sever an irregular shaped portion of property having approximately 6 metres 
frontage on Covered Bridge Drive and an approximate lot area of 1,707 square metres, from 6 Covered 
Bridge Drive, for the purpose of creating a new residential lot.

Application B 16/2022 - to grant a 3.5 metre wide access easement, to be located on the north and west 
sides of the existing dwelling on the proposed severed lands in favour of the proposed retained lands.

The proposed severed lands, being 6 Covered Bridge Drive, will contain the existing single detached dwelling 
and an accessory building. The proposed retained lands contain a frame garage and will have approximately 
8.8 metres frontage on Covered Bridge Drive and be approximately 11,205 square metres (1.1 hectare) in size.

Application A 13/2022 - Subject to approval of the above-noted consent applications the following variances 
are required:

• relief from Section 8.3.3 a) to reduce the required lot frontage from 18 metres to approximately 6 
metres for the proposed severed lands;

• relief from Section 8.3.2 to recognize the existing lot width of the proposed retained lands at 
approximately 8.8 metres whereas 30 metres is required; and

• relief from Section 8.3.3 a) to recognize the existing lot frontage of the proposed retained lands at 
approximately 8.8 metres whereas 18 metres is required.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in the meeting as follows:

• view the Committee of Adjustment livestream on the Woolwich Township YouTube channel at the 
following link @woolwichtownship9588 OR

• participate by registering with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 noon on Wednesday April 12th. 
To register please email planning@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6040. When registering you must 
provide your name, phone number, email and the application number you would like to comment on. 
Once you are registered the Committee Secretary will forward information on how to connect to the 
Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to listen and have the 
option to comment on a particular application, please register with the Committee Secretary (see above 
information). You will not be required to speak if you do not want to.

WHY REGISTER
By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we know which 
application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate time to comment if you wish 
to do so. As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of security that is necessary to prevent unwanted 
guests from disrupting the meeting. Applicants and their consultants will be automatically registered and 
contacted accordingly by the Committee Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS
If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend that you do so by:

• submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township offi ce at 24 Church Street West, Elmira and 
placing it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of the building; or

• submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca 

You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6033 to discuss any comments / concerns however, 
this is not considered a formal comment. 

The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications. All submissions must be made 
no later than 4:30 p.m. on Thursday April 6th (Note that this date is before the meeting). Any submissions 
received will be included in a comment package and presented at the meeting. This information is collected 
and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public at the Committee 
of Adjustment hearing. Please note that while the Committee may redact some personal information such 
as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety.

This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property located within 60 metres 
(200 feet) of the subject properties. If you wish to be notifi ed of any last minute changes to the agenda 
(i.e. withdrawal of an application) you must contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 
1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca.

Notice of Decision: Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will be sent to owners, agents, 
those who submit written comments, and people who register for the meeting. If you wish to be notifi ed of the 
decision of the Committee of Adjustment in respect to this application, you must submit a written request 
to the Committee Secretary or register ahead of the meeting. This will also entitle you to be advised of a 
possible Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.

Appeal of Minor Variance and Consent Applications: An appeal from a decision of the Committee of Adjustment 
to the Ontario Land Tribunal shall be fi led with the Secretary-Treasurer of the Committee of Adjustment, in 
person at 24 Church Street West, Elmira. The Tribunal may dismiss an appeal without holding a hearing if the 
appellant did not make oral or written submissions to the Committee of Adjustment before a decision was given 
or does not provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to make a submission to the Committee.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION
Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you should you have any 
questions. Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email 
to planning@woolwich.ca 
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ↆ F A M I L Y  A L B U M
Obituary

Death Notice

BAUMAN, MAHLON - Peacefully went to be 
with his Lord on Tuesday, March 21, 2023 
at the age of 91 years.

ERB, CHRISTOPHER MOSES - Passed away 
peacefully surrounded by loved ones, on 
Wednesday, March 22, 2023, at Grand 
River Hospital, Kitchener. Christopher was 
born 39 years ago, in Kitchener, Ontario.

Frey, Henry
Passed away peacefully at his home 
on Saturday, March 25, 2023, at the 
age of 88 years. Beloved husband 
of the late Martha (Brubacher) Frey 
(2020). Father of Mrs. Verna Bauman 
of Listowel, Dorothy and Walter 
Brubacher of West Montrose, Lester 
and Marlene Frey of Wallenstein, Grace 
Frey of Linwood, RuthAnn and Duane 
Horst of Foresters Falls. Survived 
by 32 grandchildren and 63 great-
grandchildren. Brother of Lovina and 
Amos L. Martin, and David and Doreen 
Frey. Brother-in-law of Mrs. Mary Ann 
Frey, and Oscar Martin, also of Mrs. 
Melinda Brubacher. Predeceased by 
his parents Amos W. and Lucinda 
(Brubacher) Frey, daughter Marie 
Frey, son-in-law Edgar Bauman, a 
great-grandson, his brothers Aden 
Frey, Noah and Florence Frey, Allan 
Frey, and his sister Sarah Martin. The 
family received relatives and friends 
at Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira on Monday, March 
27, 2023 from 4:30 – 8:30 p.m. and 
Tuesday, March 28, 2023 from 1-4 and 
6-8 p.m. A private family service was 
held at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, March 
29, 2023 at the funeral home, then to 
Fair Haven Mennonite Meeting House 
for burial and further service.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Wagner, Irma “Heidi”
Peacefully passed away on Sunday, 
March 26, 2023 at River Gardens 
Retirement Residence in Stratford 
at the age of 95 years. Beloved wife 
of the late George Wagner (1995) and 
her second husband Walter Lamon 
(2007). Dear mother of George Garry 
and fiancé Veronica Busman, Arlene 
and Cliff Crye, Doug and Mary Ann, 
Robert and partner Wendy Higgins. 
Irma is lovingly remembered by 
her 11 grandchildren and 17 great-
grandchildren. Irma was the last 
surviving member of her family having 
been predeceased by her parents 
Arthur and Ida (Thiel) Dombrowske 
and her sister Ruth Delion. Irma was 
a Periodontal Dental Assistant who 
loved Florida in winter, and Sauble 
Beach in summer. She was a master 
at Bingo and shuffleboard and loved 
travelling around the world. Visitation 
for family and friends will take place 
on Friday, March 31, 2023 from 6 – 8 
p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A family 
service will be held with interment 
in St. James Lutheran Cemetery, 
Elmira. Donations to Canadian Cancer 
Society – Breast Cancer Research or 
the Lung Association Ontario would 
be appreciated by the family, and may 
be made through the funeral home.

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Scheffelmeier, Marie
Marie Emma Scheffelmeier passed 
away on Sunday, March 26, 2023 
surrounded by family and loved ones 
at St. Mary’s Hospital at the age of 
82 years. Beloved wife of Gerhard 
for 63 years. Loving mother of Gary 
and Susan, and Larry. Devoted 
grandmother of Jenna (Bryant) 
and Kira (Travis). Predeceased by 
her parents Henry and Leah (Reist) 
Doster. Marie faithfully served her 
community, making a profound 
impact on those fortunate to know 
her and touching many lives with 
her kindness and generosity. She 
was a devoted member of St. James 
Lutheran Church, St. Jacobs. Gerhard 
and Marie started Rainbow Tool and 
Die in 1960, and then in 1973 they 
owned and operated the Waterloo 
County Farmers Market. Visitation 
took place on Wednesday, March 29, 
2023 from 4-8 p.m. at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., 
Elmira. Funeral service will be held 
on Thursday, March 30, 2023 at 2 
p.m. at St. James Lutheran Church, 
1407 King St. N., St. Jacobs with 
reception to follow. Spring interment 
in St. James Lutheran Cemetery, 
St. Jacobs. Memorial donations to 
St. James Lutheran Church or St. 
Mary’s Cardiac Care Unit would 
be appreciated and may be made 
through the funeral home. 

 ❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

COMMUNITY MEETING ON PROPOSED 
NOISE BY-LAW

You are invited to join Township By-law Enforcement staff for a community meeting 
regarding proposed updates to the Noise By-law. Township staff will be available to 
answer questions and hear feedback from the community.
The focus of the meeting is on updates to the enforcement process and proposed 
changes to the Noise By-law requested by Council. In 2022 Offi cers began using a 
decibel reader to determine volume during the enforcement process. Proposed updates 
to the Noise By-law include:

• Prohibiting music above 45 dB if measured inside another property
• Prohibiting music above 55 dB if measured outside on another property 
• Prohibiting music from 9:00 pm to 9:00 am on Sunday – Thursdays, or after 

11:00 pm on Friday and Saturdays
• Allowing construction noise for residential renovations at a reasonable volume on 

Sundays from 9:00 am – 7:00 pm (does not apply to contractors)
• Increased fees for noise exemptions and fi ne (ticket) amounts

The meeting will be held in person on Thursday, April 27 at 5:00 pm at:
 The St. Jacobs Schoolhouse Theatre 
 11 Albert St W, St. Jacobs ON
Registration is not required. Please share this invitation with anyone else who may 
want to participate.
For questions, please contact:
Jeff Smith
Director of Corporate Services/Clerk
519-669-6010
1-877-969-0094 ext. 6010
jsmith@woolwich.ca
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Thank 
you 

We would like to thank 
all first responders and 
all people who assisted 

Bruce Scheerer when he 
was in medical distress. 

Darlene, and the Scheerer,  
Almas and Noot Families

Thank you

Bexton, Jean Edith
Jean passed away peacefully in the 
late evening of March 23rd, 2023 at 
Caressant Care Fergus, in her 92nd 
year. Jean was born in Toronto 
to her loving parents, Robert and 
Margaret New. Her family later 
settled in Chatham where she met 
and married David Ross Bexton 
(2006). They enjoyed living there 
for most of their 56 years. She was 
the loving mother to three children, 
Jeanelle (2014) and Drew Horlacher 
of Hamilton; Dave and Louise of 
Elmira; Gavin and his partner, Tracy, 
of Tilbury and Chatham respectively. 
She will be lovingly remembered by 
her six grandchildren, Chris and 
Meera Horlacher; Scott Horlacher of 
Hamilton; Tristan and his partner 
Maya of Athens, Greece; Thomas 
and his partner Val of Elmira; Alaina 
and Mathieu Lariviere of Hanmer; 
Garrett and his fiancé, Ashley of 
St. Joachim. She will miss her four 
great grandchildren and the joy they 
brought to her – Bella and Wyatt 
Lariviere and Katrina and Alexander 
Horlacher. She will also be lovingly 
remembered by her younger brother 
Gord and his wife, Jane and their 
family. She was predeceased by her 
sisters in law and their husbands, 
Eudora and Frank Watt and Barb 
and Jim Heaseman. Cremation has 
taken place.

Jean loved her family and was 
happiest for any occasions when 
everyone was together. She was an 
avid sports enthusiast, enjoying 
golfing, tennis, curling, sailing and 
skiing. They had a cottage outside of 
Rondeau Park where they had a Hobie 
Cat sailing club, where they sold and 
rented Hobie Cats and Windsurfers as 
well as doing repairs and lessons. They 
hosted many Regattas at Rondeau and 
were part of the sailing community. 
They also vacationed at Carefree RV 
Country Club in Florida, enjoying a 
large group of like-minded friends 
there, both with sports and music. 
Jean enjoyed sketching and creating 
watercolours, which she would often 
gift to friends and relatives. She loved 
to travel and did so with her husband 
and then with Jeanelle, going to Egypt 
and the U.K. We will miss hearing 
her stories of her history and her 
witty outlook on her family times. 
Enjoy your new heavenly life, Mom, 
and reuniting with your family and 
friends. Slàinte Mhath.

STRAUS, DON - Don Straus passed away 
March 18, 2023, at 10:05 a.m. at St. Mary's 
Hospital at 87 years of age.

YANG, RAYMOND HUA-Hsiung - Raymond 
Hua-Hsiung Yang (84) of Waterloo, Ontario 
passed away peacefully on Saturday, 
March 25th from complications of meta-
static liver cancer.

... without blowing your budget.
Source local talent

jobs.observerxtra.com
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Living HereLiving Here United Way Waterloo Region Communi-
ties (UWWRC) distributed $663,371 in its 
latest round of community funding. The 
list of 47 recipient organizations includes 
Wilmot Family Resource Centre, Community 
Care Concepts of Woolwich, Wellesley, and 
Wilmot Townships and Community Support 
Connections.

Trevor Parkins-Sciberras, photographer 
and railway enthusiast, will speak April 8 to 
the Waterloo Historical Society about his 
research on the lost electric railway that 
once ran between KW and Port Dover. The 
event is set for 2 p.m. at the Kitchener Public 
Library, 85 Queen St. N. 

United Way funding Lost electric railway

▢ Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I have 
struggled with stomach 
issues for many years. Is it 
possible my upset stomach 
can be an allergy or sensi-
tivity to certain foods? I 
want to feel better, and I 
am curious about testing 
that may be available to 
identify food sensitivities 
and food allergies.

ANSWER: Gastrointestinal 
issues are challenging, and 
it can be difficult to iden-
tify what may be causing 
you distress. It is import-
ant to recognize that food 

Testing for food allergies and sensitivities

allergies and food sensitiv-
ities are not interchange-
able terms.

A food allergy is the 
body’s immune response 
where an immunoglobulin 
E antibody, also known 
as an allergy antibody, 
binds to an allergy cell. 
The allergy cell releases 
chemicals, namely 
histamine, that causes a 
reaction — typically within 

a few minutes. Though 
rare, there is the possibil-
ity of a delayed reaction 
of up to two hours after 
time of contact with the 
allergen. The most typical 
allergic reactions include 
itching, hives, rash, or an 
anaphylactic reaction, 
where breathing becomes 
impaired.

Approximately 32 
million people in the U.S. 
have food allergies. The 
most common allergens 
are peanuts, tree nuts, fish 
and crustacean shellfish, 
wheat, soy, sesame, milk, 

and eggs.
When someone has diffi-

culty processing or digest-
ing a food properly, that 
is known as a food intol-
erance or food sensitivity. 
Intolerance occurs in the 
intestines, and it is related 
to how people break down 
components or enzymes 
of what they eat. Lactose 
intolerance, for instance, 
is a common food sensi-
tivity. People who are 
sensitive to lactose do not 
have enough enzymes to 
break down the lactose in 
food and beverages, which 

will cause symptoms. 
Use a food diary to track 
what food you had prior to 
having symptoms. If you 
note anything in your diet 
that is different, try taking 
it out.

There is no immune 
response in a food intol-
erance or sensitivity, and 
it does not harm a person. 
But it can be uncom-
fortable. Symptoms can 
include extreme bloating, 
fullness, abdominal pain 
or cramping, brain fog, 
headaches, and altered 
stool patterns of loose 

stools or constipation.
In most situations, a 

food allergy will cause a 
more immediate reaction; 
whereas, food sensitivities 
may develop over time — 
anywhere from 30 minutes 
up to four or five hours 
later, which is the average 
time it takes for food to 
move from the stomach.

It can be challenging 
for some people to deter-
mine if they have a food 
allergy or a sensitivity, and 
a health care professional 
should make the diagnosis.

Leah Gerber
Observer Staff

VOLUNTEERS WITH 
TREES FOR WOOLWICH 
are inviting the commu-
nity to be part of the 
kick-off  event April 5 for 
the Bring Back the Maples 
project.

“We want to share with 
people the excitement 
of the biggest roadside 
reforestation project in 
over 140 years,” said Inga 
Rinne, a volunteer with 
the organization.

This project puts Wool-
wich as a significant player 
in the battle to mitigate 
climate change. It is also 
a chance to show support 
for Earthscape’s Mark 
Schwarz and his crew who 
are working very hard to 
make this happen.”

In the 1800s, the provin-
cial government provided 
incentives for landowners 
to plant trees along their 
roads and keep them alive. 
Today, many of those trees 
are aging out and dying, 
leaving bare gaps in the 

roadsides.
According to the Trees 

for Woolwich website, 
Bring Back the Maples is 
possibly the biggest road-
side reforestation project 
in the area since the 1880s.

Rinne says she believes 
people should come out to 
the event because, “they 
will have been at the start 
of a very significant proj-
ect which will eventually 
transform the rural road-
sides of our township. Also 
there will be cookies.”

The goal of Bring Back 
the Maples is to plant 
22,000 trees over the next 
three years along the rural 
roads in the township. The 
group estimates this proj-
ect will provide 800 acres 
of canopy cover in the 
township and be a carbon 
sink to offset some of the 
emissions in the township, 
as well as provide connec-
tion between wooded 
areas for wildlife, particu-
larly for birds.

This year the group will 
plant about 7,000 trees 
between the spring and 

Goal of tree-lined rural roads a huge effort

→ MORE MAPLES 28

Mark Schwarz and Maria Martin of Earthscape Design and Build Landscaping got started planting 
maples in Woolwich Township last year.  File photo/Leah Gerber

Trees for Woolwich kicking off its latest campaign, Bring Back the Maples, looks to increase tree canopy in Woolwich

fall, estimates Rinne.
Schwarz and his team 

with Earthscape Land-

scape Design & Build 
also won a Green Stamp 
Award earlier this year 

from Landscape Ontario 
for their work restoring 
land at the Elmira Nature 

Reserve.
“I’m happy for the 

team (including me) who 
worked very hard outside 
our real expertise to be 
recognized by a profes-
sional association,” said 
Schwarz about winning 
the award.

“I’ve enjoyed the chal-
lenge of learning a new 
discipline (Ecological 
Restoration) and brain-
storming with many expe-
rienced people, the GRCA, 
Trees for Woolwich folks, 
Waterloo Region forestry, 
consultants, and profes-
sors. You also can never be 
sure you’ve got the ‘best’ 
or ‘right’ solution because 
there are so many alter-
natives. As a professor of 
mine liked to say, ‘Ecologi-
cal Restoration isn’t rocket 
science, it’s much more 
complicated.’”

“The goal of the awards 
is to provide our members 
with a marketing tool that 
shows their skills, passion, 
expertise, and knowledge 
and customer-centric 

→ MAYO CLINIC 28

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.

You Go to the Chiropractor… 
Sometimes Your Vehicle Needs

an Adjustment Too
As we enter spring and we come in contact with rough roads & drive 

through pot holes left by a cold winter, it is possible that your vehicle could 
be out of alignment. This can make driving more diffi cult, shorten the 

lifespan of your tires and wear other parts prematurely.

Every time your vehicle is here with us we inspect your alignment and will let 
you know if there are any adjustments that need to be made. If you have a 

specifi c concern with your alignment feel free to call us and we will be happy 
to schedule an appointment for you!
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ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.elmiramennonite.ca

Lent 6 —
Palm Sunday

9:30am

Jonathan Brubacher Preaching

ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD 

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

Freedom 55 Financial is a
division of The Canada Life

Assurance Company

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Email: nancy.koebel@f55f.com

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

FRIDAY, MARCH 31
▢ Friday Food at the Elmira Legion. Doors open at 4 
p.m., serving at 5:45 p.m. Menu: back bacon on a bun 
with mac & cheese and dessert, $10/plate. Join us in 
the lounge. All welcome.

SATURDAY, APRIL 1
▢ French Toast Breakfast at St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church, 7 a.m. to Noon. 3 pieces of french toast for 
$10, 2 pieces of French Toast for $8, real local maple 
syrup, coffee or juice included, children under 2 eat 
free, all proceeds funding children's vacation bible 
school in Nicaragua.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5
▢ Senior's Community Dining. Community Care 
Concepts invites you to join us at Calvary United 
Church, St. Jacobs, at noon for lunch, fellowship and 
entertainment. Cost: $12. Must pre-register by noon 
March 31 by calling 519-664-1900.

THURSDAY, APRIL 6
▢ Elmira Legion Friday Food on THURSDAY! Happy 
Easter. Doors open at 4 p.m., serving at 5:45 p.m. 
Menu: pulled pork on a bun with fries, coleslaw & 
dessert, $10/plate. Join us in the lounge. All welcome.

FRIDAY, APRIL 7
▢ Maryhill Good Friday Fish & Chips Fundraiser from 
12 noon to 7 p.m. at the Maryhill Heritage Community 
Centre.  Haddock with fresh cut fries, homemade 
coleslaw, tartar, lemon & dessert to finish off. Compli-
mentary coffee & tea. Hot dogs also available.  Other 
refreshments available. Cash only. Dine in-house or 
take out call 519-648-2939. 

▢ Kiwanis Good Friday Fish Fry. English Style fish 
and chips, 1/2 pound of haddock, coleslaw, assorted 
pies, coffee, pop. Eat in or take out at Lion’s Hall, 
Elmira.  $25 includes tax and tips.  Kids meal (12 
& under) $12, Hot dog, fries, ice cream, pop. All 
proceeds go to local children’s charity work. Rural 
Roots refreshments available for purchase. Tick-
ets from Elmira Stove Works (519) 669-1281, Reads 
Decorating Centre, (519)669-3658.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12
▢ Senior's Community Dining. Community Care 
Concepts invites you to join us at Wellesley Commu-
nity Centre at noon for lunch, fellowship and enter-
tainment. Cost: $12. Must pre-register by noon 
March 31 by calling 519-664-1900.

THURSDAY, APRIL 13
▢ Woodside Evergreen for Seniors, 10:30 a.m., at 
Woodside Church, Elmira. "Happy Heart Equals Good 
Medicine" by Pastor Troy Tobey of Bright's Grove.  
A program of humour, music, inspiration and spiri-
tual encouragement. Donation includes a hot lunch.  
Register by April 9 online or call 519-669-1296.

▢ Senior's Community Dining. Community Care 
Concepts invites you to join us at Breslau Community 
Centre at noon for lunch, fellowship and entertain-
ment. Cost: $12. Must pre-register by noon March 31 
by calling 519-664-1900.

FRIDAY, APRIL 14
▢ The Larry Mercey Trio with special guest Leo 
Stock in concert at 7 p.m. at Gale Presbyterian 
Church, Elmira. Advance Tickets $25 by calling 
519-669-2852 or office@galepresbyterianchurch.
com.  Proceeds to Barnswallow Place.

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Orzo the key to 
Persian Noodle Soup

Orzo is super fun, but 
what is it? It looks 

like rice but it’s actually 
pasta.

It was invented in Israel 
as a substitute for rice. 
It’s a pasta that’s typically 
made from wheat semo-
lina so it is quite firm and 
will hold up well in soups 
and stews.

Noodles or rice can 
often get broken down 
and turned into mush 
easily when used in 
soups, causing the cook to 
fall down on the floor in 
a puddle of sloppy tears. 
Doesn’t happen so much 
with orzo.

Although meats are also 
commonly eaten through-

out the Middle East, 
rice dishes are also very 
prevalent. 

Preparation of vege-
tarian soups is also very 
common using lentils, 
spinach, rice and various 
spices.

The idea here is to dry 
the mint in the oil to 
infuse flavour and colour, 
which creates a great 
garnish/accompaniment 
to the soup. At the same 
time being careful as it 
can go from soft to burnt 
to a crisp very quickly!

ↆ Chef Bruce Duff is the operator of “Chef Duff at RiverSong” Banquet 
hall, Café and Culinary Centre just outside of St. Jacobs, which hosts private 
events, banquets, team building and cooking classes and also run breakfast 
and lunch in the café from Wed. – Sat; info@chefduff.ca. 

Persian Noodle Soup
▢ 2L veggie broth

▢ 1 can 6-bean medley

▢ 1⁄2 cup dried lentils

▢ 1⁄2 cup cooking oil

▢ 1 pkg. chopped mint

▢ 1⁄2 tsp. turmeric

▢ 1 onion, sliced

▢ 1 pkg. frozen spinach

▢ 1 bunch scallions, 
chopped

▢ 1 bunch parsley, 
chopped

▢ 1⁄2 box orzo noodles

▢ Greek yogurt for 
garnish 

1. Place half the oil 
in pan and sizzle 
mint until dry – 
remove from heat.

2. In another pan, 
using the rest of the 
oil, place the onions 
and turmeric and 
cook until softened. 
Using slotted spoon, 
remove onions.

3. Add broth and 
lentils and cook 
until softened.

4. Add beans, spin-
ach, scallions, pars-
ley and simmer until 
flavours combine.

5. Meanwhile, cook 
pasta in plenty of 
boiling salted water.

6. Add into soup at 
the last and serve.

7. Top with yogurt, 
fried onion and 
mint oil.

CHEF   
DUFF 

Recipes from 
the chef's table
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Sudoku EASY

Sudoku HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordFind-A-Word THEME: ASTRONOMYWord of the Week

ACROSS
1. Johnny Appleseed's 

real surname
8. Locked up
14. Kylo Ren's father
15. Army person
16. Helping
17. Able to be eaten
18. It's also known as 

vasopressin: Abbr.
19. And elsewhere: Lat.
21. Expressions 

of disgust
22. Victory: Ger.
24. Mobile operating 

system
25. Lobby signs
26. Former Israeli P.M.
27. Dress fussily
29. Euros replaced 

them
30. Fighting force
32. Rafter connectors
34. Uncared-for
36. Name on a blimp
39. Some rental trucks
43. Doing something 

(Suffix)
44. Modern workout 

system
46. Collection 

of poetry
47. Quadrille set
48. Coll. senior's test
49. Hebrew for 

"beginning"

50. Independent 
Medical 
Examinations

51. Community in 
Woolwich

55. Govt. financial grp.
56. Comparatively tiny
58. "My dear fellow"

60. Involves
61. Break
62. Classic theaters
63. Put fodder away

DOWN
1. Crossing
2. Easier to reach
3. Angels' home
4. Pressure meas.
5. Fashion
6. Loads

7. Cry to a cheater
8. Absalom's slayer
9. High: Prefix
10. "Esto perpetua" is 

its motto: Abbr.
11. Africa's first republic
12. Small nematode
13. Shifts
15. Caused by an 

earthquake
20. They hang around
23. Spanish nobleman
25. Coaster.
27. Bermuda island.
28. Rock or stone 

(Prefix)
31. "L.A. Law" actress
33. Ottoman governor
35. Protected 

encampments
36. 1989 NASA launch
37. Same opinion
38. Group of eight: Var.
40. Extremely important
41. Promising
42. Like some curves
45. Passionate desire
51. Buckwheat pancake
52. Cousins, etc.: Abbr.
53. Icelandic measure
54. Japanese plants
57. The Way
59. Second-

century date

ACROSS
1. Blabbering 

person
6. Deep gulfs
8. Name that 

translates to 
"gazelle"

9. Soprano 
Cotrubas

10. Medical imaging

DOWN
1. Lost all patience
2. Ancient 

Greek coin
3. Heat-resistant 

glass
4. Academy Award
5. Test, as ore
7. Magical power

 AGN
 COMA
 COMET
 EARTH
 EPOCH
 EQUINOX

 EUROPA
 IO
 JUPITER
 MARS
 MOON
 NEBULAR

 NEPTUNE
 OORT CLOUD
 ORBIT
 PHASE
 PLANET
 PLUTO

 QUASAR
 RED SHIFT
 SATURN
 SETI
 STAR
 SUN

 URANUS
 VENUS

SYMBIOSIS 
The relationship between two different 
kinds of living things that live together 

and depend on each other.

21

Notice: The Observer apologizes for an error in last week's 
8 Letters 1 Word. The correct answer was "PLEASANT." 

The "E" was in the wrong position.

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

Evening appointments available

73 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

Dr. Alice
Chen

Dr. Stephen
Morris

519-669-0012PHONE:

Optometrist Optometrist

(Beside the Clocktower Wellness Centre)

PRE ORDER 
Now before 
they sell out!

“Ready to Heat” 
EASTER Dinners 

—  April 6, 7, 8  — 
Traditional Turkey Dinner

Family of 2 — $38    Family of 4 — $65

 Easter Ham & Scalloped Potatoes
Family of 2 — $34    Family of 4 — $50 (Extra Ham portion $7)

519-500-1715  |  info@chefduff.ca | www.chefduff.ca
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NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!

Cash and Cheque payments only. ATM available on site

See us for potting soils, mulches, and a variety of gardening supplies.

Flowers are 
Ready for Easter!

Flowers are 
Ready for Easter!

RR#1 West Montrose,6158 Weisenberg Rd.

Open Mon. to Fri. 9am to 7pm
Sat. 9am to 6pm  •  Closed Sundays

519.846.2972

Shrubs • Trees • Roses • Many Assorted Annuals • Perennials
We also carry: 

CLOSED GOOD FRIDAY

Pansies · Tulips · Ferns · Azaleas 
Hyacinths · Hydrangeas · Succulents

For the crust:

 ▢ 1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour

 ▢ 5 tablespoons sugar

 ▢ 1/2 teaspoon table salt

 ▢ 1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil

 ▢ 2 tablespoons water

1. Adjust oven rack to middle posi-
tion and heat oven to 350 degrees.

2. Whisk flour, sugar, and salt together 
in a bowl. Add oil and water and stir 
until uniform dough forms. Using 
your hands, crumble three-quar-
ters of dough over the bottom of a 
9-inch tart pan that has a removable 
bottom. Press dough to an even 
thickness in the bottom of the pan.

3. Crumble remaining dough and 
scatter evenly around the edge 
of the pan, then press crumbled 
dough into fluted sides of the pan. 
Press dough to even thickness.

4.  Place pan on rimmed baking 
sheet and bake until crust is 
deep golden brown and firm to 
touch, 30 to 35 minutes, rotating 
pan halfway through baking.

Lemon-olive oil tart is perfect for 
your Easter celebration

While most lemon 
tart recipes feature 

butter in both the crust 
and the filling, in this 
recipe, we use extra-virgin 
olive oil to take some of 
the fuss out of your prep 
work. 
Simply mix flour, sugar 
and salt with the oil and 
a little water until a soft 
dough forms; crumble it 

into the tart pan; press it 
into the sides and bottom; 
and bake it right away. 
There’s no rolling or chill-
ing required! 
Using olive oil in the 
filling as well allows the 

lemons’ acidity to shine 
through, allowing you to 
use a bit less juice than 
you’d need to enjoy the 
bright flavour if you had 
used butter instead. You 
also won’t lose any of the 
firmness or sliceability 
you’d expect in a tart, 
because the filling gets 
plenty of structure from 
the protein in the eggs.

 ↆ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes 
developed by professional test cooks and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

 ▢ America's  
Test Kitchen 
Rigorously tested 
recipes that work.

For the filling:

 ▢ 1 cup sugar

 ▢ 2 tablespoons all-purpose flour

 ▢ 1/4 teaspoon table salt

 ▢ 3 large eggs plus 3 large yolks

 ▢ 1 tablespoon grated lemon zest plus 
1/2 cup juice (3 lemons)

 ▢ 1/4 cup extra-virgin olive oil

1. About 5 minutes before the crust 
is finished baking, whisk sugar, 
flour, and salt in a medium saucepan 
until combined. Whisk in eggs and 
yolks until no streaks of egg remain. 
Whisk in lemon zest and juice.

2. Cook over medium-low heat, 
whisking constantly and scrap-
ing corners of the saucepan, until 
mixture thickens slightly and regis-
ters 160 degrees, 5 to 8 minutes.

3. Off heat, whisk in oil until incor-

porated. Strain curd through a 
fine-mesh strainer set over a bowl. 
Pour curd into warm tart shell.

4. Bake until filling is set and barely 
jiggles when pan is shaken, 8 to 12 
minutes. Let tart cool completely on 
a wire rack, at least 2 hours. Remove 
the outer metal ring of the tart pan. 
Slide a thin metal spatula between 
tart and pan bottom, then carefully 
slide tart onto serving platter. Cut tart 
into wedges, wiping the knife clean 
between cuts if necessary, and serve.

 ⚠ Use a fresh, high-quality extra-virgin olive oil. Make sure that all your metal equipment — saucepan, 
strainer and whisk — is nonreactive, or the filling may have a metallic flavour.

Woolwich
Business

Retention &
Expansion

(BR+E) Report
and Survey
Results

2022/2023

Available on our
website!

www.woolwich.ca/BREreport

See how
Woolwich

businesses are
doing, post-
pandemic!
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1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-SAT 9AM-6PM
SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

7” WIDE EUROPEAN7” WIDE EUROPEAN
AC5 COMMERCIAL GRADEAC5 COMMERCIAL GRADE

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$114949
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

$339999
PER SQ FT
REG 8.99

$$$
3/4” THICK3/4” THICK

HARDWOODHARDWOOD

IN STOCK

CLICK LUXURY CLICK LUXURY 
VINYL VINYL + PAD + PAD 

ATTACHEDATTACHED

$$117979
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

LUXURY LUXURY 
LAMINATE LAMINATE + PAD + PAD 

ATTACHEDATTACHED

$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

4” WIDE X 3/4” THICK4” WIDE X 3/4” THICK
CORK BACKCORK BACK

HARDWOOD HARDWOOD 

  $$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 8.99

IN STOCK IN STOCK

12”X24” 12”X24” POLISHED POLISHED 
PORCELAIN TILEPORCELAIN TILE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

REAL SLATEREAL SLATE
TILES TILES 12”X24”12”X24”

$$559999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 11.99

IN STOCK IN STOCK

LUXURY HIGH GLOSSLUXURY HIGH GLOSS
VINYL TILESVINYL TILES

12X24”12X24”

FROM PER SQ FT
REG 6.99

$$119999
IN STOCK IN STOCK

IN STOCK IN STOCK

IN STOCK IN STOCK

GREATGREAT
VALUEVALUE

JUSTJUST
ARRIVEDARRIVED

REALREAL
SLATESLATE

6”6”
WIDEWIDE

PADPAD
ATTACHEDATTACHED

CLICK CLICK 
ENG.ENG.

HOT HOT 

NEWNEW
PRODUCT!PRODUCT!

12MM12MM
THICKTHICK

W W W. S O U R C E F L O O R I N G . C O M

VINYLVINYL 
MOULDINGSMOULDINGS

100’S OF 100’S OF COLOURSCOLOURS
IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

IN STOCK IN STOCK
MODERNMODERN
STYLESTYLE TOP TOP 

SELLERSELLER

SUBWAY SUBWAY 
WALL TILESWALL TILES

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 5.99

LEDGELEDGE
STONESTONE
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FROM PER SQ FT

REG 16.99

FROM

47” WIDE47” WIDE
VINYLVINYL

 STAIR TREADS STAIR TREADS

$$89899999
FROM

STEP STEP & & 
RISER RISER 

INCLUDEDINCLUDED

IN STOCK

EACH

Food allergy testing
The gold standard of 

allergen testing is a skin 
test, where a small amount 
of an allergen is placed on 
the skin — typically on the 
back or forearm. Next the 
skin is gently scratched 
to introduce the allergen 
into the skin. Within 10-15 
minutes, histamine is 
released, and a red bump 
will appear if there is possi-
bly an allergy. The size 
of the redness and bump 
determine if an allergy is 
present and the severity.

A trained allergist 
should perform food 
allergy testing. Some 
patients may undergo 
an immunoglobulin E 
antibody food-specific 
blood test. Although 
this can help identify an 
allergy, this test alone does 
not mean there is a food 
allergy and an allergist 
should interpret the lab 
results to confirm.
Food sensitivity testing

No single test is avail-
able for food sensitivity 
or intolerances. Although 
many tests are advertised, 
the recognition that there 
is not one test is a state-
ment supported by the 
American Academy of 
Allergy Asthma & Immu-
nology, the Canadian 
Society of Allergy and 

Clinical Immunology, and 
the European Academy of 
Allergy and Clinical Immu-
nology.

The advertised food 
sensitivity kits typically 
use what is known as 
an immunoglobulin G 
antibody assay to test if 
a person has food sensi-
tivities. These companies 
claim that if foods high in 
immunoglobulin G that 
were tested are removed, 
symptoms will improve 
for multiple conditions. 
An immunoglobulin G 
antibody is a memory anti-
body, and it determines 
exposure to a food — not 
an allergy, though some 
research shows that higher 
levels of immunoglobulin 
G4 are associated with 
better tolerance to foods.

When you are unable 
to find answers or want to 
find a way to treat symp-
toms without medication, 
it can be frustrating. 
However, research does 
not support immunoglob-

MAYO CLINIC: Food allergies vs. food sensitivities
→ FROM 24

 ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

ulin G food sensitivity 
tests.

Food sensitivity or intol-
erance testing can lead to 
unnecessary food restric-
tions, increased stress and 
anxiety surrounding food, 
fear of foods, as well as 
overall poor nutrition and 
wellness. Also, these tests 
may lead to misdiagnosis 
of possible underlying 
conditions. And in some 
cases, they may worsen 
gastrointestinal symp-
toms.

If you are having stom-
ach or bowel issues, and 
are concerned about a food 
allergy, seek out a trained 
allergist, or a gastroenter-
ologist. It also would be 
recommended to talk to 
a dietitian before making 
any drastic nutritional 
changes.

It is important to recog-
nize that food allergies 
and food sensitivities 
are not interchangeable 
terms.

approach to providing 
the best landscapes in 
Ontario. So it’s a way for 
our members to showcase 
their best work to poten-
tial clients across Ontario,” 
said Amy Buchanan, 
director of membership 
for Landscape Ontario.

She said the project’s 
purpose of being used to 
educate the public about 
restoration, and the exten-
sive use of native plants, 
earned the team their 
award.

Schwarz said eliminat-

MORE MAPLES: Latest campaign by Trees for Woolwich 
looks for another way to bolster canopy cover in township

→ FROM 24 ing the invasive species 
in the reserve was harder 
than he expected, as they 
found acres of invasive 
buckthorn on the prop-
erty. Watering was also 
challenging as last year 
was one of the driest in the 
last 70 years, with another 
dry year before that.

When asked why people 
should care about the Bring 
Back the Maples project, 
Schwarz responded, “This 
project will create a virtual 
park of more than 800 
acres. That’s more than 
two times the size of all 

Woolwich Township parks 
put together. This is prob-
ably the largest habitat 
restoration project possible 
on township land, and we 
were all seeing it every 
day. So it was an amazing 
ecological and urban plan-
ning opportunity. We can 
transform our Township to 
be one of the most forested 
public spaces in southern 
Ontario.”

Anyone interested can 
come to 7631 Reid Woods 
Dr. at 10 a.m. Rinne esti-
mates the event will take 
about 45 minutes.

Young students at Riverside PS helped plant trees at their school last fall. File photo/Leah Gerber
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